Calendar Stick

The Winnebago notched sticks as a way to record time and
important events such as a meteor shower or the birth of a
new family member. Notches on the front of the stick
recorded the moons, or months. Notches on the side of the
stick represented winters, or years. Calendar stics were
handed down to family members through each generation.

Groups in the Plains recorded time and events by painting
symbolic figures, or pictographs, onlarge animal skins. This
kind of calendar was called a “winter count” (the new year

began in winter) and might cover many years.

MATERIALS

- Long flat stick (like a paint stirrer or small garden stake)

- Hammer and nail, or drill with 1/8-inch bit (Be sure to ask an
adult for help.)

-Thong or yarn about 6 inches long

- Poster paints and brushes

DIRECTIONS

1. Ask an adult to help you hammer or drill a hole in the
center top of the stick. Thread the leather or yarn through
the hole and tie the ends.

2. Begin your calendar at the first of the year, or on the day of
an important event, like you birdthday. Record your
months with picture symbols.

3. Hang your calendar where you can get to it easily, this way
you can continue to record important events. Make sure to
include important family events so you can look at it later
and have a“scrapbook” of events.
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