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Guide to the Noble Gallery

The Noble Gallery is on the north end of the third floor. Gallery contents
include items from the Land Runs, Urban Frontiers, Farm and Ranch,
Weather, Quilts, Government and Politics, Law and Order, Fashions and
Education

Items Land Run Settlers Brought

As you enter the gallery, you see

a case containing items settlers
brought with them to use in their
homes. Items such as silverware,
glassware, and kitchen utensils
were packed in barrels. Flour,
beans, other dry foods, and straw
were used as packing.

A video terminal provides a
continuous program describing

the land run of 1889. Some of the
major points are cover  ed below.

Following the destruction of the Civil War, Oklahoma became a part of the

booming cattle industry, ushering in the era of the cowboy. Western

expansion reached the territory in the late 1800s, sparking a controversy

over the fate of the land. Tr eaties enacted after the Civil War by the U.S.
government forced the tribes to give up their communal lands and accept

individual property allotments to make way for expansion. There was talk of

using Indian Territory for settlement by African - American s em ancipated from
slavery. However, the government relented to pressure, much of it coming

from a group known as the "Boomers," who wanted the rich lands opened to

non -Indian settlement. The federal government decided to open the

western parts of the territo ry to settlers by holding a total of five land runs

between 1889 and 1895. Settlers came from across the nation and even

other countries like Poland, Germany, Ireland, Russia and the Slavic nations

to stake their claims. Potential settlers came by covered wagons ( also called
prairie schooners), on horseback, and by train. By law, the trains could

travel no faster than horses to give all fair access to the land. Regulations

could go only so far, however, and those who got an early start to stake
theirclai ms before the starting gun came to
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African -American s, some who were former slaves of Indians, took part in the
runs or accepted allotments as tribal members. Fifty thousand claims were
filed during the land runs. Two million acres of land were claimed.

Settlers were granted quarter -section (160 acre) plots after the claims were

registered at claims offices throughout the territory. The filing fee was $14,

a considerable sum in those days. In order for a claim to be valid, the

owner had to occupy the land for 5 years, fence the land to indicate

boundaries, farm the land or otherwise make productive use of it, and

construct -py-fiweveve@® structure on the property.
failed to specify the units, how ever. Consequently, some unscrupulous

individuals built one  -square -foot sod huts to meet the requirements.

Additional Items Brought by Settlers

Next to the video is a display case containing more
items used by settlers. You will see a land run
certifi cate, a family clock, shotgun, and other items.

Covered Wagon

This wagon belonged to Lew Carroll. It was used in the
initial run in 1889, but Lew failed to stake a claim. He
did succeed in 1891 and settled near what is now
Newkirk. In front of the wago n is a display of items
carried in this wagon during the land run. There are
also pictures of Lew and his wife.

Lew kept a daily diary of his 1889 land run experiences.
He also documented the first 6 years on the farm he
built on land claimed in1  891.

Turn arou nd and you willseea  map of
Oklahoma showing the land opened up by
the various land runs. Five separate land
runs opened major portions of Indian
Territory to settlement. Additional

openings occurred through lotteries and
sealed bids.
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Sod House
Proceed up the center aisle of the gallery to the sod house.

Wood was scarce on the prairie, so settlers used whatever resources were
available to build their homes. For many,
in abundance. A patch of land was cleared down to bare earth to establish

the floor. Sod bricks, typic ally 6 inches high, 12 inches long and up to 3 feet

thick, were cut out of the prairie using shovels, axes or special sod -cutter

plows drawn by horses. These sod bricks were stacked around the edges of

the floor, leaving room for a doorway in front. The roof was first covered

with branches and
straw before a layer of
sod was added to top it
off. The canvas cover
from the covered
wagon was used as a
tent while the house
was constructed.
When the house was
finished, the cover was
available to line the
ceiling of the house to
keep dirt from falling
down from above. The
house you see here
would last about seven
years. It would last
longer if the walls were
covered in stucco.

This sod house consists of a single room. Living room, dining room, kitchen,
be droom, bathroom were all in one place. As you look into the house, note
the bed (covered in a colorful quilt made from scraps of cloth), wash basin
and pitcher, medicine jars, trunk, wood stove (for heating and cooking),

coffeepot, toys, night stand, tabl e, mantle clock , chamber pot, a ceramic pig
used as a bed warmer or foot warmer, dishes, a nd canned goods. A 12 -by-
12 foot sod house would typically house an entire family . Sleeping in the

bed was an interesting affair. Mother and father used the pillo ws. The

children slept facing the foot of the bed, with one on either side of their

parents and one in the middle. This arrangem

up-three-downo arrangement .
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The settlers who owned  this house were fairly wealthy since they could

afford a wood stove (called a topsy ). Many settlers made do with a

fireplace. Wood was scarce, so anything that would burn became fuel for

cooking and heating. Fuel sources included dried grass and dried buf falo or
cow dung (chips or prairie coal ).

Summers were unbearably hot. Cooking was done over an open fire outside
of the home . When it rained, it was not uncommon to see women cooking
under an umbrella to keep the food dry. Winters could be equally miserable,

but for a different reason. When it rained, water drained down through the
sod roof of the house.

Ranch Life

Across from the sod house is the Ranch Life exhibit. America's working

cowboy began his history on the Texas plains where, after the Civil War,
ranchers found they had a plentiful supply of cattle with no place to sell
them . Demand for beef existed along the East Coast, but to fulfill that need,
Texas ranchers had to move cattle to the railroads in Kansas. Between the

cattle ranches and railroads lay Indian Territory , the land of the great cattle
trails between 1866 and 1889. One of these trails was the famed Chisholm

Trail. Between 1867 and 1881 four million cattle were driven from Texas to
Kansas along the Chisholm . Cattle worth $3  per head in Texas sold for $30
to $40 each in Kansas. Many cattle died during the drive . However, at
those prices, the drives were invariably profitable for all involved.

Note the barbed wire exhibit along
with a variety of cattle brands.
There is a game that allows you to
match a brand with the name of
the ranch. On the ground is a
cowboy bedroll and its contents.
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One of the most famous Oklahoma ranches was the 101 Ranch owned by G.

W. Miller and his sons. The ranch covered fifty thousand acres, including

five thousand acres of wheat, making it the largest wheat farm in the

territory. Mill erds work force included thre
Early in the 1900s Miller saw the potential for tourist revenue. He created

the famed 101 Real Wild West Show . Over the following years the show

toured the world. More information about the 101 Real Wild West Show can

be found in the Inasmuch Gallery.

MILLER BROS. 101 RANCH, THE HOME OF THE 101 RANCH REAL WILD WEST SHOW.

Year of th e Turnip

On the west wall facing the Ranch Life exhibi t there is a farm tools exhibit

entitled The Year of the Turnip. Itis so named because of the timing of the

initial land run in 1889. Since the run was made in April, it was too late to

plantvegeta bl eséexcept turnips. Turnips became the
diets. Settlers even fed them to the cows, thus even the milk tasted like

turnips. In later years, settlers would successfully plant cotton, wheat,

alfalfa, and corn.

Note the contents oft  he exhibit. It contains a moldboard sod plow (used for

cutting sod and for plowing fields), cotton and cotton sack (used in chopping
cotton), scale (used for weighing), sickle (used for cutting grain), washboard
(made with wire and staples), and water buc ket.
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Chuck Wagon

Opposite the Year of the Turnip is the Chuck

Wagon exhibit. The chuck wagon got its

name from the Achuck box,
of a number of compartments where soldiers

coul ducékedbh t heir belonging
Achucko is also a common
food. The rear end of a chuck wagon

consisted of a number of compartments where

the cook could store food and utensils for
cowboys during the cattle drives . The body of
the wagon was used to store food and oth er
supplies as well as the bedrolls and personal
belongings of the cowboys. A typical chuck

wagon was ten feet long and forty inches

wide. The most prestigious of all chuck

wagons was the Studebaker wagon, an Army

surplus wagon customized for the job.

Much of the cooking was done in Dutch ovens over open fires. One could

bake, boil or fry food in these convenient devices. The typical cowboy menu

was pretty simple. Because there was no refrigeration, the cook was limited

to using foods that would not s poil. Breakfast, lunch and dinner usually

consisted of bacon, beans and sourdough biscuits washed down with liberal

doses of Dblack coffee, referred to as dnbell
of the items on display 1 coffeepot, Dutch oven, fry pan, Arbuc kle brand

coffee, coffee grinder, flour sacks, canned goods, and various utensils. In

the lower left -hand chuck wagon drawer you will find some interesting

implements.

Page7 of 19

y w



