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The 2021 Oklahoma History Conference goes virtual

Join the Oklahoma Historical Society as we present the 2021
Oklahoma History Conference, “Perspectives in History,” April
22-23. We are excited to announce that this year’s conference
will be virtual and free to the public. This is a unique oppor-
tunity for the OHS to reach new audiences and offer a diverse
range of topics.

The 2021 conference theme is “Perspectives in History.” This
theme was designed to encourage presentations featuring sto-
ries about underrepresented groups, lesser-known topics, and
new points of view. Participants will have the opportunity to at-
tend 22 presentations, including five professional development
sessions tailored for students, educators, genealogists, archi-
vists, and museum professionals.

The conference schedule will include 11 live sessions as
well as 11 on-demand sessions. Live sessions will include a
presentation, followed by an opportunity for the virtual au-
dience to ask questions of the speakers via the online chat.

On-demand sessions are prerecorded presentations that will
be available online beginning at 8 a.m. on Thursday, April 22.
Attendees may view these sessions at their convenience, and
these also will be archived on the OHS website.

Conference activities of note include opening remarks from
our new Executive Director Trait Thompson, a special musical
performance by the Red Dirt Rangers in honor of the late Steve
Ripley, and the Oklahoma Historians Hall of Fame Induction
and Awards Ceremony. We are proud to announce that our key-
note speaker will be celebrated poet, author, and musician Joy
Harjo.

This virtual conference is free to attend, but preregistration is
required. For a complete schedule and to register, please visit
www.okhistory.org/conference. Registration will open Monday,
March 1, at 8 a.m. For conference or registration questions,
please contact Angela Spindle at 405-414-8067 or aspindle@
okhistory.org.

Joy Harjo to give keynote speech at
2021 Oklahoma History Conference

The OHS is pleased to present Joy
Harjo, the 23rd poet laureate of the
United States, as the keynote speaker
for the 2021 Oklahoma History Con-
ference. Harjo will speak at noon on
Thursday, April 22, following the con-
ference’s morning sessions.

Joy Harjo’s nine books of poetry in-
clude An American Sunrise, Conflict
Resolution for Holy Beings, How We
Became Human: New and Selected Po-
ems, and She Had Some Horses. Har-
jo’s memoir, Crazy Brave, won several
awards, including the PEN USA Lit-
erary Award for Creative Non-Fiction and the American Book
Award. She coedited two anthologies of contemporary Native
women’s writing: When the Light of the World was Subdued, Our
Songs Came Through and Reinventing the Enemy’s Language:
Native Women’s Writings of North America, one of the London
Observer’s Best Books of 1997. She is the recipient of the Ruth
Lilly Prize from the Poetry Foundation for Lifetime Achievement,
the 2015 Wallace Stevens Award from the Academy of American
Poets for proven mastery in the art of poetry, a Guggenheim
Fellowship, the William Carlos Williams Award from the Poetry
Society of America, and the United States Artist Fellowship. In
2014 she was inducted into the Oklahoma Writers Hall of Fame.
A renowned musician, Harjo performs with her saxophone na-
tionally and internationally, solo and with her band, the Arrow
Dynamics. She has five award-winning CDs of music includ-
ing the album Red Dreams, A Trail Beyond Tears and Winding
Through the Milky Way, which won a Native American Music
Award for Best Female Artist of the Year in 2009. Harjo’s latest
work is a book of poetry from Norton, An American Sunrise. In
2019 Joy Harjo was appointed the 23rd US Poet Laureate, the
first Native American to hold the position. She lives in Tulsa.

Inasmuch Foundation gives grant to
digitize The Chronicles of Oklahoma

The OHS is pleased to
announce that the Friends
of the Oklahoma History
Center recently received
a grant from Inasmuch
Foundation in the amount
of $35,000 to fund a proj-
ect to digitize its scholarly
journal, The Chronicles of
Oklahoma. This grant also
honors the work of Dr.
Bob Blackburn, who be-
gan his career with the OHS as editor of The Chronicles of Okla-
homa and recently retired after 41 years of service to the state.

The OHS is currently in the process of uploading full issues of
The Chronicles of Oklahoma to The Gateway to Oklahoma His-
tory, an online repository of Oklahoma history housing historic
newspapers, photographs, maps, and documents. Funds from
this grant will be used to pay staff to process digitized issues
of The Chronicles of Oklahoma in such a way as to give patrons
the ability to download and/or print individual articles, book
reviews, meeting minutes, or other specific content from each
issue. This process would make The Chronicles available online
in a manner that resembles the online presence of other schol-
arly, historical journals. Browse available full issues at bit.ly/
ChroniclesOK.

2021 marks the centennial of the publication of The Chronicles
of Oklahoma. First issued in 1921 as the official journal of the
OHS, the works published in The Chronicles cover the depth and
breadth of Oklahoma’s rich history, and we invite you to join the
OHS in celebrating its centennial.

This project has been made possible through the generous
support of Inasmuch Foundation. Inasmuch Foundation cham-
pions journalism, education, human services and community to
improve the quality of life for Oklahomans.
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Director’s Column

By Trait Thompson
Executive Director

Since taking the reins of the Okla-
homa Historical Society in January, the
old Johnny Cash song, “I've Been Every-
where” has been playing in my head. I
suspect if he had written an Oklahoma
version of the song, the places mentioned
would mirror my travel schedule over the
past 30 days:

I've been to Enid, Tahlequah, Fort Gib-
son,

And should I mention:

Atoka, Pawnee, Ponca City,

Ain’t it pretty!

Clinton, Kingfisher, Spiro

Here we go!

As Dr. Blackburn and I were preparing
for this transition of leadership, we both
felt it would be beneficial to see our mu-
seums and historic sites for myself. Along
the way, I had the incredible opportuni-
ty to spend hours of uninterrupted time
with Dr. Blackburn learning about the
backstory of our OHS sites and the peo-
ple who make them successful. All told,
we traveled more than 2,000 miles across
Oklahoma in my first month!

At every site I visited, I was impressed
by our incredible staff members. They
are resourceful, knowledgeable, hard-
working, and efficient. At most sites, the
output produced is triple what one might
expect based on our staff levels. Perhaps
the thing I am most proud of is that the
COVID-19 pandemic has not kept them
down. In fact, they have used the pan-
demic as an opportunity to pivot opera-
tions and initiate new projects that will
help us to better serve our visitors, both
virtual and in-person, once the crisis has
lifted.

At Hunter’s Home in Tahlequah, David
Fowler and his team have taken on a few
projects that would have been difficult to
execute with a full slate of on-site events.
The overhead electrical wires have been
moved underground to help take the
property back to its 1840s appearance.
They are currently clearing brush for
an orchard and building a 19th-century
style fence to prepare for the arrival of
a herd of Merino sheep. This is another
step in making Hunter’s Home a living
history farm.

When tourist travel on Route 66 came
to a halt last year, Pat Smith, director of
the Oklahoma Route 66 Museum, and
her staff took it upon themselves to re-
pair the museum sign, restripe the park-
ing lot, and paint the building’s exterior.
Ronny Brown and his staff at the Pawnee
Bill Ranch and Museum will welcome vis-
itors back with a newly remodeled entry
gallery at the museum.

In addition to physical improvements
to some of our properties, our staff mem-
bers have put countless hours into virtual
programming. Honey Springs Battlefield
hosted its annual memorial service on-
line, and visitors from around the world
have participated in the site’s virtual lec-
tures. The Cherokee Strip Regional Heri-
tage Center in Enid hosted a three-part
virtual lecture series on women’s history
entitled, “This Land is Herland.” Other

Development News
By Larry O’Dell

For the first time in its existence, the
Oklahoma History Conference will be held
virtually. This is challenging, but creates in-

teresting opportunities. Through this format, the conference can include significant and
in-demand speakers from across the country, including US Poet Laureate Joy Harjo,
Russell Cobb (University of Alberta), and Randall Hopkins (Oregon). It also allows at-
tendees to view the sessions from any location with an internet connection. This year’s
sessions include a number of interesting and diverse topics and speakers on the confer-

ence theme “Perspectives in History.”

With this new opportunity to expand the audience for the Oklahoma History Confer-
ence, we plan to make it free to those who would like to participate. There are still costs
associated with the conference, and the OHS is soliciting sponsorships. There are five
levels ranging from $4,000 to $250 for inclusion in the Exhibitor and Sponsor Hall web-
page. Please contact me at 405-522-6676 or lodell@okhistory.org to inquire about the
sponsor levels and benefits. You can find out more about the conference in this issue

of Mistletoe Leaves.

online programs have ranged from a chil-
dren’s story time led by a cowboy to an
Oklahoma history book club.

Our passionate and dedicated staff
members have not let a global pandemic
get them down. Instead, they have set up
the OHS to be back and better than ever
when our visitors return.

OHS Board of Directors
election

Pursuant to the provisions of Article VII,
Section 4, of the bylaws of the Oklahoma
Historical Society, OHS members will re-
ceive a ballot in the mail to vote for board
members for the OHS Board of Directors.

OHS members will vote for the four
(4) persons whom they wish to serve on
the OHS Board. Vote for one (1) person
in District 2, one (1) person in District 4,
and two (2) persons in the State At-Large
category.

The candidates are as follows:

District 2—Leonard Logan (Vinita),
Jonita Mullins (Muskogee), Jimmie White
(Warner)

District 4—Neal Leader (Norman), Ge-
rard “Jerry” Medina (Norman), Lindsay
Robertson (Norman)

State At-Large—Billie Stone Fogarty
(Oklahoma City), Joyce Jackson (Okla-
homa City), Sunu Kodumthara (Yukon),
Shirley Ann Ballard Nero (Clearview),
Barbara Thompson (Oklahoma City)

Please mail the envelope, or deliver it
in person, to arrive before the deadline of
noon on Friday, April 16, 2021. Members
may receive two ballots because of their
membership category.

Oklahoma Historical Society
Membership Office
405-522-5242
ohsmembers@okhistory.org
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OHS Calendar
March

1-31 “Life at Hunter’s Home: Women
of Hunter’s Home” (VIRTUAL),
Hunter’s Home, www.facebook.
com/huntershomeok

6 Civil War presentation with Dr.
James Finck (VIRTUAL), Honey
Springs Battlefield, Checotah

13  Quilting workshop with Martha

Ray, Sod House Museum, Aline

15-19 Spring Break activities, Will Rogers
emorial Museum, Claremore

17 Oklahoma Historical Society
Executive Committee meeting,
Oklahoma History Center,
Oklahoma City

19 Vernal E%uinox Walks, Spiro
Mounds Archaeological Center,
Spiro

25 “History and Haunts of the
Mansion,” Henry and Anna
Overholser Mansion, Oklahoma City

26  Movie Night, Will Rogers Memorial
Museum, Claremore

27  The Harvey Girls: Opportunity
Bound film screening, Oklahoma
History Center, Oklahoma City

April

1 Hammered Aluminum Ware exhibit
opens, Fred and Addie Drummond
ome, Hominy

3 T]l{ling the Knot exhibit closes,
Cherokee Strip Regional Heritage
Center, Enid

3 %ptimist Club Easter l]::/{gg Hunt,
ill Rogers Memorial Museum,
Claremore

4  Sunrise Service, Pawnee Bill Ranch
and Museum, Pawnee

10  Quilting workshop with Martha
Ray, Sod House Museum, Aline

10 Will’s Barter Bash, Will Rogers
Memorial Museum, Claremore

15 Historic Preservation Review
Committee meeting, Oklahoma
History Center, Oklahoma City

17 America’s National Parks at 100
film screening, Oklahoma History
Center, Oklahoma City

17 Family Day at the Museum,
Will Rogers Memorial Museum,
Claremore

21 Oklahoma Historical Society Board
of Directors meeting, Oklahoma
History Center, Oklahoma City

Oklahoma History Conference
(VIRTUAL), www.okhistory.org/
conference

22-23

24  Gardening 101 class, Oklahoma
History Center, Oklahoma City

30 Hammered Aluminum Ware exhibit
closes, Fred and Addie Drummond
Home, Hominy

30 Movie Night and The Shindig,
Will Rogers Memorial Museum,
Claremore

Please visit www.okhistory.org/ events for
additional information about
OHS events, programs, and exhibits.

Quilting at the Sod House
Museum

Visit the Sod House Museum south-
east of Aline on Saturday, March 13, and
Saturday, April 10, for its monthly quilt-
ing workshop. These workshops will take
place from 9 to 11 a.m. with instructor
Martha Ray, and the cost is $5 per per-
son. For more information, please con-
tact Sod House Museum Director Renee
Trindle at 580-463-2441 or sodhouse@
okhistory.org. The Sod House Museum
is located at 4628 State Highway 8 near
Aline.

Saturday fun at Will
Rogers Memorial Museum

The first three Saturdays in April will
be full of fun at the Will Rogers Memorial
Museum. The festivities begin on April 3
with the annual Optimist Club Easter Egg
Hunt on the hill at 11:30 a.m. Be sure to
arrive early to grab a place on the start-
ing line—this event will be over nearly as
quickly as it begins!

On April 10 the museum will host Will’s
Barter Bash from 1 to 3 p.m. outside
near the sunken garden. This trading
day for kids gives them the opportunity
to clear out their closets; set up a blanket
on the memorial’s lawn; and trade toys,
games, and other fun items. No money
will change hands—this is strictly a day
for bartering. This event will take place
monthly through October, and no regis-
tration is necessary.

These fun Saturday kids’ activities at
the Will Rogers Memorial Museum wrap
up on April 17 with Family Day from 1 to
3 p.m. Join the staff at the memorial as
they explore candy that Will might have
enjoyed from the 1920s. Rocky Moun-
tain Chocolate Factory will be on-site for
chocolate-making demonstrations and
samples.

The Will Rogers Memorial Museum is
located at 1720 West Will Rogers Boule-
vard in Claremore. For more information,
please call 918-341-0719 or visit www.
willrogers.com.
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Tying the Knot at CSRHC

On Friday, January 15, the Cherokee
Strip Regional Heritage Center (CSRHC)
in Enid opened a new temporary exhibit
entitled Tying the Knot. The exhibit ex-
amines the history of courtship and wed-
dings in Oklahoma and beyond. Visitors
will learn about traditions surrounding
Victorian courtship and wedding ritu-
als, and how those customs were adapt-
ed to the West and changed over time.
For guests interested in the evolution of
wedding fashion, the exhibit features 14
beautiful wedding gowns, dating from
1873 to 2010.

The exhibit, designed by CSRHC staff,
is open to the public through Saturday,
April 3. The CSRHC is located at 507
South Fourth Street in Enid. For more in-
formation about this exhibit, please call
580-237-1907.

Gardening 101 at the
Oklahoma History Center

Looking to hone your green thumb? The
Oklahoma History Center (OHC) Educa-
tion Department will host a Gardening
101 class on Saturday, April 24, from
9 a.m. to noon. Participants will learn
gardening fundamentals and tips in the
beautiful setting of the Red River Journey
gardens at the OHC. Cost for this class is
$10 for OHS members and $15 for non-
members, and the registration deadline is
Saturday, April 17. The class is limited
to 30 participants, so sign up early to re-
serve your spot.

For more information, please contact
Torie Taylor at 405-522-0793 or visit www.
okhistory.org/historycenter/classes.

Root vegetables on the Red River Journey



New Oklahoma National Register listings

The Oklahoma Historical Society, State
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
pleased to announce eight new Nation-
al Register of Historic Places listings for
Oklahoma. The National Register of His-
toric Places is our nation’s official list of
properties significant in our past.

The construction of the Bridgeport
Bridge, located at North US Highway 281
over the South Canadian River in Caddo
County, challenged the Oklahoma State
Highway Commission because of its dif-
ficult crossing and existing tensions be-
tween the commission and the Bureau
of Public Roads over routing and design.
During an arduous period of negotiations,
with its funding at one point nearly halt-
ed, the highway agencies devised a mutu-
ally acceptable plan that could withstand
the river’s vagaries with an eye toward
economization. The bridge is comprised
of a series of 38 identical standard camel-
back pony truss spans, erected over con-
crete piers sitting on pneumatic founda-
tions. Completed in 1933 and spanning
3,944 feet, it was Oklahoma’s longest
bridge, the longest toll-free crossing on
US Highway 66, and the longest example
of its type in the United States. The bridge
was previously listed as a contributing
resource to the National Register of His-
toric Places as the Bridgeport Hill-Hydro
Route 66 Segment (NRIS #04000129) at
the local level of significance, but is now
individually listed at the national level of
significance with a period of significance
of 1933 to 1962 for Transportation and
Engineering.

Bridgeport Bridge

The Young Cemetery, located off Seven
Sisters Hills Road near US Highway 177
in rural Carter County, is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places at the
local level of significance under Criterion
A for Exploration/Settlement and Ethnic
Heritage: Native American. The period of
significance extends from the establish-
ment of the cemetery and its first burial
in 1887 through 1933, the approximate
year that the land of the Young Commu-
nity was sold to Charles Goddard and
incorporated into the more than 12,000-
acre Goddard Ranch. The site is signif-
icant as the final resting place of those
who settled in and developed the no lon-

ger extant community of Young, Indian
Territory, and their descendants, and it is
the only remaining evidence of this once-
bustling little community. The Young
family, who established the town and
the cemetery, was of Chickasaw descent
and many interred there are of Chicka-
saw heritage. The Young Cemetery is still
used by their descendants today.

Young Cemetery

The Alcorn-Pickrel House located at
200 North 10th Street in Ponca City, Kay
County, is listed in the National Reg-
ister of Historic Places at the local level
of significance for its Prairie School ar-
chitectural style. John S. Alcorn, one of
the vice presidents of E. W. Marland’s oil
company, hired Elmer Boillot to design a
modern home. Influenced by the Prairie
School style that was popular in the early
20th century, especially in the Midwest,
Boillot designed a two-story home on
the lot. The house exhibits architectural
features common to the Prairie School
outside and inside. In the little over 100
years that the building has existed, very
few changes have occurred to the exterior
and interior of the home, thus the home
retains its architectural integrity. The
period of significance begins with the
construction of the home in 1918 and
coincides with the oil boom in the Ponca
City area.

Alcorn-Pickrel House
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The Hotel Lowrey, located at 301 Dewey
Avenue in Poteau, Le Flore County, on
the town’s main commercial thorough-
fare, is locally significant in the area of
Commerce with a period of significance
of 1922, when the building was built, to
1965, the date at which the hotel closed
and it shifted to college housing. It was
Poteau’s largest commercial office and re-
tail building, and it remains the town’s
largest building of the Classical Revival
style. In 1931 and 1932 additional Clas-
sical Revival details were added, exte-
rior window upgrades were made, and
the interior was slightly reconfigured so
that the building became a combined ho-
tel and office building. It represents the
town’s business and commercial develop-
ment during the 1920s and 1930s as part
of a national pattern of town boosterism
by typical local entrepreneurs during an
era of economic expansion and popula-
tion mobility.

Hotel Lowrey

The Schultz/Neal Stone Barn, located
off US Highway 177/OK 15 in the Red
Rock vicinity of rural Noble County, is
listed in the National Register of Histor-
ic Places at the local level of significance
for Architecture with a period of signifi-
cance of 1941, the year construction was
completed, to 1954, when repairs follow-
ing a 1951 fire are documented to have
been completed. The barn was built on
behalf of Richard Schultz, president of
Red Rock State Bank, who was among
the wealthiest individuals in Noble Coun-
ty. Schultz recruited as many as 30
workers to build the structure. Many of
these workers were German Americans,
and some had worked previously on the
E. W. Marland Mansion (NRIS #73001561)
in Ponca City. In 1947 John Byron “Cow-
boy” Neal leased the ranchland that in-

Schultz/Neal Stone Barn



New National Register listings (cont.)

cluded the barn and continued to use the
property until the early 1990s, utilizing
the barn primarily for hay storage. By all
accounts, the Schultz/Neal Stone Barn
is “the largest free-standing rock barn” in
Oklahoma and is a prominent local land-
mark in Noble County.

The McClean Family Residence, locat-
ed at 141 NE 26th Street in Oklahoma
City, Oklahoma County, is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places at the
local level of significance for Architecture.
Built in 1911, the home is an outstand-
ing local example of Prairie School archi-
tecture in what was originally the rural
outskirts of northeast Oklahoma City.
Members of the McClean family—includ-
ing John, his wife Nellie, and their daugh-
ters [la and Frances—occupied the home
for almost 80 years. Most notably, Ila and
Frances, along with Frances’s husband,
Ossie Perry Estes, and their three sons,
resided in the home for more than 50
years. The historic use of the building as
a single-family home is unique in an area
of Oklahoma City otherwise character-
ized by commercial warehouses, offices,
oil wells, and the Oklahoma State Capitol
Complex. The McClean Family Residence
recalls the early, rural history of north-
east Oklahoma City.

McClean Family Residence

The Tulsa Boys’ Home Historic District,
bounded by East Eighth Street, South
Quincy Avenue, East Seventh Street, and
South Rockford Avenue in Tulsa, Tulsa
County, is listed in the National Regis-
ter of Historic Places at the local level of
significance for Social History. The Tulsa
Boys’ Home Historic District was the first
and only institutional childcare facility
for adolescent boys in Tulsa and is one
of the oldest continually operated insti-
tutional childcare facilities in the city.
Founded in 1918, the Tulsa Boys’ Home
housed homeless and troubled boys aged
10 to 16. The home began with five boys
in a wood-frame house, expanding and
relocating as demand for its services
grew. In 1927 the Tulsa Boys’ Home pur-
chased a former girls’ home at the listed
site, increasing its capacity to S0 boys.
It remained at this location for the next

S0 years. The complex was designed by
Tulsa architect Joseph Koberling and
constructed from 1949 to 1963 to replace
the outdated wood-frame buildings with
five larger, more modern institutional
buildings. Four of the five buildings were
dormitories, and one building housed
administrative and social services. The
large-scale expansion of the home illus-
trates the importance of the Tulsa Boys’
Home in Tulsa’s institutional childcare
history as the only provider of care for
adolescent boys in the city. The period
of significance begins in 1949 with the
initial construction of the existing build-
ings, and ends in 1978 when the Tulsa
Boys’ Home relocated to Sand Springs.

Tulsa Boys’ Home Historic District

The First United Methodist Church at
500 South Johnstone Avenue in Bartles-
ville, Washington County, is listed in the
National Register of Historic Places at the
local level of significance for Architecture
as an excellent example of the architec-
tural evolution of religious facilities dur-
ing the 20th century. The First United
Methodist Church represents four con-
struction phases that occurred over a
60-year period between 1927 and 1987.
Each wing represents its era of con-
struction through architectural style. Al-
though each portion of the building was
constructed during a separate phase,
continuity of materials and architectural
elements unify the sections and create
a cohesive complex. The 1954 Modern
Movement A-frame sanctuary represents
the second construction phase and oper-
ates as the central functional component
of the church complex. Secondary com-
plex elements include the 1927 educa-
tion wing, 1956 Sneed Chapel, and the
1987 administration and education wing
addition. The 1927 education wing com-
municates a restrained expression of the
Collegiate Gothic style. In contrast, the
dramatic A-frame form of the 1954 sanc-
tuary, with its buff brick and concrete
exterior, was an early example of an ar-
chitectural trend that moved away from
previous revival styles in religious archi-
tecture during the mid-20th century. The
1956 Modern Movement Sneed Chapel
employs the same materials to visually
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and physically link the 1954 A-frame
sanctuary to the 1927 wing. The 1987
administration and education wing ex-
presses a Post-Modern aesthetic through
exaggerated crenellations and pointed
arch windows.

First United Methodist Church,
Bartlesville

The State Historic Preservation Office
identifies, evaluates, and nominates prop-
erties for the special distinction of listing
in the National Register of Historic Places.
For more information, visit www.okhistory.
org/shpo/nationalregister.

Hammered Aluminum
Ware exhibit at
Drummond Home

The Fred and Addie Drummond Home
will host a Hammered Aluminum Ware
exhibit during the month of April. Visi-
tors can view beautiful examples of ham-
mered aluminum metal ware, such as
salad dishes, cookie trays, and pitchers
with matching tumblers.

During the early 1900s up to the 1950s,
when most housewives were expected to
entertain, many would use cheaper, light-
er hammered aluminum for their card
games, birthday celebrations, church
events, and monthly coffee socials with
the neighbors. With many metals being
in short supply due to World War I and
World War II, hammered aluminum be-
came a popular alternative and was often
given as a wedding gift. Whether hand-
wrought or machine produced, ham-
mered aluminum could be shaped into
innumerable designs, and never needed
polishing.

The Hammered Aluminum Ware exhibit
is included with the regular admission
fee. For more information please call 918-
885-2374. The
Fred and Ad-
die Drummond
Home is located
at 305 North
Price Avenue in
Hominy.




Minerva Murrell (left) and Amanda
Murrell

“Life at Hunter’s
Home” Facebook group
celebrates Women’s
History Month

During the month of March, Hunter’s
Home in Park Hill will continue its “Life at
Hunter’s Home” subscription Facebook
group with a focus on Women’s History
Month. “Life at Hunter’s Home: Women
of Hunter’s Home” will present the wom-
en of Hunter’s Home and their roles and
responsibilities, including Minerva and
Amanda Murrell’s duties as mistress of
the plantation, the jobs and responsibili-
ties of the enslaved women, and the daily
activities described in Emily Murrell’s
journal.

“Life at Hunter’s Home” is a paid sub-
scription Facebook group. Subscribers
can visit the Hunter’s Home Facebook
page for a link to subscribe and more
information. Each month, the group fea-
tures behind-the-scenes videos, a cook-
ing or gardening segment, and a craft
demonstration or mini-workshop.

The cost for all-access to the “Life at
Hunter’s Home” Facebook group for the
month of March is $10. Please call 918-
456-2751 or come by the site Tuesday
through Thursday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.
to register.

Pawnee Bill Ranch to host
Sunrise Service

On Sunday, April 4, the Pawnee Bill
Ranch will host its annual nondenomina-
tional Sunrise Service. The service begins
at approximately 7 a.m. on Blue Hawk
Peak, the highest point on the ranch
grounds. The service is led by the Pawnee
Ministerial Alliance and is a community-
wide tradition. Participants are asked to
bring their own seating and dress appro-
priately for the outdoors. For more infor-
mation, please call 918-762-2513 or visit
www.facebook.com/pawneebillranch.

Will Rogers Theatre inside the WRMM

Movie Nights at WRMM

The Will Rogers Memorial Museum
(WRMM) will host its monthly Movie Night
in its Will Rogers Theatre on the last Fri-
day night of March and April.

On Friday, March 26, the WRMM
will feature the Will Rogers comedy Mr.
Skitch (1933). Buster Keaton’s movies
Cops (1922) and One Week (1920) will be
shown on Friday, April 30. In addition
to Movie Night, the WRMM will host The
Shindig on April 30, a night of live music
and family games on the porch from 6 to
9 p.m.

Thanks to a $20,000 CARES Act grant
administered by the Oklahoma Arts
Council, the theater will receive updates.
“We will be adding two cameras, and we
will be able to video programs in the the-
ater and share them live over social me-
dia or record them for posterity,” said
WRMM Executive Director Tad Jones.
“This upgrade will be great for any busi-
ness or organization that wants to share
a presentation online, as we will be able
to control video output and have a profes-
sional experience for participants. This
also will help us share our Will Rogers
Motion Picture Festival with people from
around the world.”

Doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the movie
starts at 7 p.m. Tickets are free, but must
be reserved in advance. Seating is limited
to allow guests to socially distance, and
masks are required. For more informa-
tion and to purchase tickets, please visit
www.willrogers.com /shindig or call 918-
343-8113.

Hat-making class at OHC

Learn the history of Edwardian milli-
ners and create your own hat in the Okla-
homa History Center’s Milliner class on
Saturday, May 1, from 10:30 a.m. to 4
p-m. This class is recommended for ages
12 and up. Registration opens on March
18 and closes on April 23, so reserve a
spot today!

Registration is $50 for OHS members
and $70 for nonmembers, and all sup-
plies are included. For more information,
contact Torie Taylor at 405-522-0793 or
visit www.okhistory.org/historycenter/
classes.

WRMM to host Spring
Break activities

The Will Rogers Memorial Museum
(WRMM) in Claremore will host Spring
Break activities March 15-19 from 1 to
3 p.m. daily. Kids will have the opportu-
nity to learn about the life of Will Rogers
while they participate in hands-on, 19th-
century activities, make paper airplanes,
play a modified game of polo, and make
their own movie posters, among other fun
activities.

Monday’s activities will include fun,
hands-on crafts and activities in which
young Will Rogers might have participat-
ed, along with a behind-the-scenes tour of
the museum. Tuesday will be movie day,
with instruction in how to make a story-
board and movie making at the memori-
al. On Wednesday guests will learn about
one of Will’s favorite pastimes: aviation.
An Air Evac helicopter will be on-site, and
the Tulsa Wind Riders kite demonstra-
tion team will give an exhibition. Guests
will play polo on foot and participate in
stick-horse races on Thursday.

The week of fun will wrap up on Fri-
day with the annual Talent Show. Partici-
pants will be divided into two age groups:
ages 5 to 12 and ages 13 to 18. Regis-
tration is required for the Talent Show,
and the registration form can be found at
www.willrogers.com/spring-break.

All children under the age of 17 are ad-
mitted free during Spring Break thanks
to a donation from Win and Kay Inger-
soll. Registration is not required for the
Spring Break activities, but is required
for the Talent Show. Please call 918-341-
0719 with any questions. Patrons can
see a full list of activities and register for
the Talent Show at www.willrogers.com/
spring-break.

A young guest flies her paper airplane
while learning about Will Rogers and
aviation at the WRMM.



Dr. Bob Blackburn
Collections Endowment

As Dr. Bob Blackburn enters retire-
ment, the OHS Board of Directors wanted
to find an appropriate way to honor his
41 years of leadership and service. Black-
burn, known affectionately as Dr. Bob,
began his career with the OHS in 1979
after he completed his PhD in history
from Oklahoma State University. His first
job was editor of The Chronicles of Okla-
homa, the OHS’s scholarly publication.
Ten years later he was named deputy
executive director, and in 1999 the OHS
Board of Directors named Blackburn ex-
ecutive director.

Instead of naming an area of one of the
OHS’s museums after him, Dr. Black-
burn suggested that the board take the
opportunity of his retirement to launch a
new, aggressive era of collecting Oklaho-
ma’s history. Dr. Blackburn has always
said that collections are at the heart of
the OHS’s mission, and preserving these
items for future generations is of para-
mount importance. From these conver-
sations came the idea for the Dr. Bob
Blackburn Collections Endowment, a
restricted endowment at the Oklahoma
City Community Foundation that will be
used to acquire and conserve archival
and museum artifact collections.

All proceeds from the Dr. Bob Blackburn
Collections Endowment will be dedicated
to pursuing and preserving collections.
Since 1893 the OHS has relied on the
generosity of donors to build collections,
but this endowment will enable us to ac-
quire artifacts and archival collections in
a more deliberate, purposeful way. When
a collection with a significant connection
to Oklahoma becomes available, the OHS
will have the ability to act, thanks to this
new collections endowment.

Any contribution, no matter the size,
will help protect our heritage. Founding
members who give to the endowment at
levels of $10,000 and above by Decem-
ber 2022 will be recognized on a donor
list inside the Oklahoma History Center.
To give to the endowment, please contact
Larry O’Dell at 405-522-6676 or lodell@

okhistory.org.

From the OHS Archives:
The Bill Alexander
Collection

By Jan H. Richardson

Easter 2021 marks the 96th anniver-
sary of the Prince of Peace Pageant in
the Wichita Mountains Wildlife Refuge.
The pageant was the creation of Rever-
end Anthony Wallock, a Congregational
minister in Lawton who staged the first
play on a hillside with his Sunday School
class as the actors. The pageant rapidly
grew from an audience of 200 in 1926 to
100,000 by the end of the 1930s. During
the Great Depression, President Frank-
lin Delano Roosevelt’s Works Progress
Administration built a number of struc-
tures associated with events described
in the Gospels, as well as a chapel to
be used as a setting for the pageant.
Ellanore McIntosh Alexander, a Coman-
che County native, participated in the
Easter pageant during the 1940s and
continued to attend and support the pag-
eant for the next 40 years. In memory
of Ellanore, her son, Bill Alexander, do-
nated her collection of memorabilia from
the productions—including programs,
postcards, articles, and newspaper clip-
pings—to the Oklahoma Historical Soci-
ety.

The Bill Alexander Collection (1 legal
box) is available for viewing at the OHS’s
John and Eleanor Kirkpatrick Research
Center Tuesday through Saturday, 10
a.m. to 4:45 p.m. Please note that all
visitors are required to wear masks. Due
to restrictions related to COVID-19, an
appointment is required. The Research
Center is located inside the Oklahoma
History Center in Oklahoma City. For
more information or to view the collection
call 405-522-5225 or email research@
okhistory.org.

Jan H. Richardson is the processing
archivist in the OHS Research Division’s
Manuscript Archives.

Easter pageant, c. 1930s (Alvin Rucker
Collection, OHS)
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Documentaries at the
Oklahoma History Center

Mark your calendars to join the Okla-
homa History Center (OHC) for two up-
coming documentary films to be shown
in the Chesapeake Event Center and Gal-
lery at the OHC.

On Saturday, March 27, from 1 to 3
p-m. the OHC will show The Harvey Girls:
Opportunity Bound. Celebrate Women’s
History Month by exploring the story of
how more than 10,000 brave young wom-
en made the unusual decision to leave
home and travel to the West to work as
waitresses along the railroad, opening
the doors of opportunity in that region
to women. Participants will learn about
Oklahoma’s own Harvey Houses and the
impact that the Harvey Girls made on the
progress of women in the state.

The OHC will highlight the work of the
National Park Service on Saturday, April
17, from 1 to 3 p.m. with a viewing of
the Smithsonian film America’s National
Parks at 100. The National Park Service
has been active for more than a century
preserving and protecting more than 400
units across America, from the wild and
natural to the man-made and historic.
Take a tour through iconic Yellowstone
and the Grand Canyon, and discover
smaller hidden treasures throughout the
country as this film explores the agency’s
evolution over the past century. Through
rarely seen footage and stunning aerial
views, this documentary celebrates the
sites and stories of the national land-
marks that reflect the past, present, and
future of the United States.

The cost to attend these film screenings
is included in regular admission to the
Oklahoma History Center. For more in-
formation, please call 405-522-0765.

and ““"ej Nalse

Deget Waynohe N

Santa Fe Depot and Harvey House in
Waynoka, c. 1910 (Frank L. Saunders
Collection, OHS)
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