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Abstract

In January 2002, the City of Guthrie retained the services of Preservation Central,
Inc., a historic preservation consulting firm based in Austin, Texas, to conduct an
architectural survey of the East Guthrie Townsite. Preservation Central, Inc. surveyed
849 cultural resources, regardless of age, architectural or historical merit, or condition,
within the East Guthrie Townsite, an area bounded by College Avenue on the north, the
creek south of Lincoln Avenue on the south, Division Street on the west and Walnut
Street on the east. Of the 849 resources surveyed, 762 were dated to the historic period
i.e., they were 50 years old or older. Eighty-seven properties were found to be of more
recent vintage, dating from 1955 to the present. Preservation Central used the date 1955
as the cut-off point for Contributing properties to assist in future planning purposes. Of
the total surveyed resources, 532 were considered to be Contributing features of the
historic district. Seventeen of those properties are considered to be of exceptional
historical or architectural significance and are considered individually eligible for listing
in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). Noncontributing properties were
either modern resources or historic resources that lacked architectural integrity. There
are 317 Noncontributing properties in the project area; 106 do not meet the age criterion

and 211 are historic properties that have been significantly altered from their original or
historic period appearance.



Statement of Intent

In the fall of 2001, the City of Guthrie, under the direction of the Guthrie Historic
Preservation Commission, sought the services of qualified historic preservation
consultants to update its inventory of cultural resources within the East Guthrie Townsite
portion of the Guthrie Historic District. Previous cultural resources surveys in the
Townsite were conducted in 1975 and 1987 in support of the Guthrie National Register
District nomination. More recently, part of the project area was included in a 1999
National Historic Landmark nomination of the city's downtown commercial area. By
pursuing an ongoing preservation program, the City of Guthrie acknowledges its unique
contribution to Oklahoma's architectural heritage.

This survey, completed by Preservation Central, Inc., is part of the city's effort to
support that program by compiling current and accurate information about East Guthrie's
historic resources. Preservation Central, Inc. documented all properties within the project
area boundaries at the minimum level by completing a "Historic Preservation Resources
Identification Form” and taking at least two oblique photographs (whenever possible)
showing three elevations for each resource. Based on their present condition, properties
were recvaluated to assess their current Contributing/Noncontributing status within the

Guthrie Historic District.



Introduction

The survey of East Guthrie's cultural resources (Documentation of Properties
Within the East Guthrie Townsite of the Guthrie Historic District) is part of an ongoing
program by the City of Guthrie and the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office
{SHPO) to maintain current and accurate information about the city's historic resources in
an effort to preserve and protect them. This survey resulted in a comprehensive
inventory of all buildings, structures, objects and sites within the confines of the East
Guthrie Townsite bounded by College Avenue on the north, the creck south of Lincoln
Avenue on the south, Division Street on the west, and Walnut Street on the east. Itis an
update of earlier cultural resources surveys, the first of which was undertaken in 1975 as
part of Guthrie Historic District National Register nomination. In 1987, Jane Thomas, a
resident of East Guthrie, conducted an update of the 1975 survey.

In January 2002, the city of Guthrie retained Preservation Central, Inc., a historic
preservation consulting firm based in Austin, to update the previous surveys conducted in
1975 and 1987 in the East Guthric Townsite, an area encompassing all or part of 98 city
blocks and containing more than 800 cultural resources. The Scope of Work for the
current effort mandated that:

o all built resources in the project area regardless of age, condition, or
architectural/historic merit would be surveyed at a minimal level.

» all surveyed resources would be assessed for their ability to contribute to the
historic character of the district.

e the results of the survey and research would be compiled into a final report.

» individual files containing minimal survey information and photographs would be

created for each surveyed resource

Preservation Central's survey teams minimally recorded and photographed 824
cultural resources — each building, structure, object or site — within the project area
boundaries on three field trips during February, March and September, 2002.
Photographs of 29 additional properties were taken in February 2003. An individual




Historic Preservation Resource Identification Form created by the Oklahoma State
Historic Preservation Office was completed for each property and, in all but a handful of
cases, two oblique photographs were taken of each resource in an attempt to depict three
elevations of the property. In some instances, particularly in commercial zones where
buildings shared walls, it was impossible to capture three or even two elevations. In
those cases, every attempt was made to depict the resource in its physical context by
including a streetscape photograph containing the subject property.

Results of the survey found a total of 849 properties within the project area
boundaries. Of that total, 532 were determined to be Contributing elements of the
Guthrie Historic District and 317 were determined to be Noncontributing features of the
district. Contributing elements of NRHP districts are recommended to be at least 50
years old and retain sufficient historic architectural fabric to be recognizable to their
period of significance. Contributing properties of designated NRHP districts are
considered to be significant cultural resources that are integral features of identified
districts and thus, worthy of preservation. Some Contributing properties may be
individually eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places by virtue of
their architectural merit and/or exceptional historic significance. A list of these properties
is included in the Recommendations section of this report. Noncontributing properties
include both nonhistoric preperties and historic period resources that have been
extensively altered or that are incongruous with the historic character of the area due to a
combination of their age, design or type.

Following the field work, photographs were processed, data encoded, and maps
were made. Deliverables include 1) individual files for each of the 849 proj:rerties and 2)
a survey report summarizing the results of the project. Each property file contains a
completed inventory form with basic architectural information recorded and two or more
black and white photographs showing three elevations of the individual resource. The
survey form indicates whether the property is considered to be a Contributing or
Noncontributing element of the Guthrie Historic District or potentially Eligible for
individual listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP). The survey report
contains a statement of intent, an introduction, a description of the project goals and

methodology, a brief historic context for the project area, and recommendations including



a list of properties that may be individuaily eligible for NRHP consideration. The report
appendices include a comprehensive inventory of the identified properties and separate
maps depicting their Contributing and Noncontributing status and approximate dates of
construction.

This report is intended as a foundation for preservation planning efforts and
Section 106 review in the East Guthrie Townsite. It includes a discussion of the survey
and research methods and the survey conclusions. National Register eligibility
(Contributing/Noncontributing) assessments are discussed in the Recommendations
section. Following the Recommendations section are references and appendices
including an inventory of properties surveyed, a map of the survey area depicting
Contributing or Noncontributing status of each property and a map showing the
approximate ages of each property. In addition to this report, two original sets of
photographs, maps and survey forms for each resource are provided; one set to the City
of Guthrie and the other to the State Historic Preservation Office. Negatives are filed
with the State Historic Preservation Office.

The City of Guthrie participates in the state's Certified Local Government
Program which receives its funding from the U. S. Department of the Interiot's Historic
Preservation Fund administered through the State Historic Preservation Office. This
survey, photography, research and report were conducted in accordance with the
Secretary of the Interior's Standards and Guidelines for Identification and Evaluation, and
additional requirements of the City of Guthrie and the Oklahoma State Historic
Preservation Office. The City of Guthrie undertook the project with the cooperation of
the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office. It was funded in part with federal funds
from the National Park Service, Department of the Interior. All work for the East Guthrie
Townsite Historic Resources Survey was conducted in accordance with the Secretary of
the Interior's Standards and Guidelines and the special requirements of the City of
Guthrie and the State Historic Preservation Office. Preservation Central, Inc., does not

discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin or handicap.



Project Area Boundaries

East Guthrie Townsite is a 98-block, approximately 320-acre urban tract of land
that lies wholly within the Guthrie National Register Historic District and partly within
the Guthrie National Historic Landmark District. Guthrie is a small city of approximately
10,000 residents about 25 miles north of Oklahoma City. Originally designated the
territorial and later the state capital, Guthrie now serves as the seat of Logan County. It is
primarily accessed by Interstate 35, which runs on a north-south axis a few miles to the
east of the city limits. The project area itself lies at Guthrie's center, east of, and adjacent
to, the original Guthrie Townsite, and west of, and adjacent to, the Capitol Hill Townsite.
Together with the West Guthrie Townsite, the four areas comprise the historic core of the
city of Guthrie, Oklahoma.

The project area follows the boundaries of the East Guthrie Townsite. It is
bounded on the north by College Avenue, on the south by a creek running south of
Lincoln Avenue, on the west by Division Street and on the east by Walnut Street. The
largely residential Townsite contains 849 cultural resources dating from the earliest years
of Guthrie's development beginning with the 1889 land run to the present. Of the four
original townsites that formed the city of Guthrie in 1889, East Guthrie Townsite is the
most heavily populated and most densely intensely developed.



Survey Methods
Previous Surveys in East Guthrie

More than a quarter century has passed since the original cultural resources
survey was completed in support of the Guthrie Historic District National Register
nomination. Guthrie, Oklahoma contains one of the country's largest and most intact
urban historic districts. The district is widely recognized as one of the state's historic
treasures and the city has endeavored to maintain its special character through
preservation ordinances and by keeping an accurate inventory of the properties that make
up the Guthrie Historic District. As part of the city's ongoing preservation program, an
update of the 1975 survey was conducted by Jane Thomas, a resident of the East Guthrie
Townsite, in 1987. Her documentation is on file at the Oklahoma Territorial Museum.
Thomas's work accounted for changes in physical attributes and age status — many
properties had reached the recommended 50-year age threshold — since the earlier survey,

In the years following Thomas's 1987 update, as in the preceding period, many
changes have taken place within the district. Some properties have been demolished,
some restored, and others renovated in ways that obscure or detract from original historic
features. New construction has occurred in the district, as well. In addition, many
properties that did not meet the recommended 50-year age for Contributing properties in
1975 or 1987, are now eligible for consideration as Contributing elements of the district.
Some resources that were 50 years old or older but listed as Noncontributing in 1975 due
to alterations, have been renovated or re-evaluated and may now be eligible. Likewise,
some properties listed as Contributing in the 1975 survey may have been altered so
severely since that time that they no longer convey a sense of history and thus they do not
contribute to the district. New properties built since 1955 are also considered
Noncontributing. Sufficient change had occurred and time elapsed to warrant a new
update of cultural resources.

In January 2002, the City of Guthrie retained Preservation Central Inc. to conduct
. a comprehensive survey of East Guthrie Townsite, an area encompassing all or part of 98
city blocks and containing more than 800 cultural resources. The current Historic

Resources Survey identified and evaluated a total of 849 properties within the East



Guthrie Townsite boundaries for their potential as Contributing or Noncontributing
elements of the Guthrie Historic District. The results of that survey are recorded in this
report, the accompanying inventory and maps, and in the individual files made for the

surveyed properties.

Field Investigations

Field investigations were completed in three survey trips and one additional
photographic expedition. Project Director Terri Myers conducted an overview survey to
familiarize herself with the properties and the character of the district in February 2002.
She began a pedestrian survey at the southernmost end of the project area including
properties on Grant and Lincoln avenues, during that trip. She also collected maps and
historical information the City of Guthrie and the Oklahoma Territorial Museum to create
a field map for the concerted survey effort.

Beginning on March 11, 2002, Ms. Myers supervised two survey crews working
in tandem with the intention of completing the survey over a ten-day period. The survey
teams included Project Director Terri Myers, Photographer Wayne Pendley, and Field
Assistants Brian Eric Pendley, Pam Gipson and Holly Marshall, for Preservation Central,
Inc., and Historic Architect Karen McGraw and Architect Troy Miller for McGraw
Marburger & Associates. Architectural Historian Lila Knight assisted in the evaluation
and description of individual properties once they were surveyed and the photographs
processed. Ms. Myers returned to Guthrie in September 3, 2002 to complete the
photography and conduct a field check.

The bulk of the survey work was completed in the ten-day period in mid-March,
2003. Ms. Myers supervised the work of both crews and was present throughout the
entire survey process. Preservation Central, Inc. consultants Brian Eric Pendley and Pam
Gibson, and photographer Wayne Pendley, served on the first survey crew (March 11-
17). Karen McGraw, historic architect, and Troy Miller, architect, both of McGraw
Marburger and Associates, and Holly Marshall, researcher, formed the second survey
crew (March 17-21). Mr. Ronnie Ford, City Planner, provided staff and technical support
on behalf of the City of Guthrie. Ms. Myers coordinated her efforts with Mr. Glen



Vaughn-Roberson, Certified Local Government Director, and Jim Gabbert, Architectural
Historian, both of the State Historic Preservation Office.

In September 3-6, 2002, Ms. Myers returned to Guthrie to photograph and survey
commercial properties not previously recorded and to shoot retakes where necessary.
She also field checked the survey map and preservation priorities for selected properties.
Finally, Preservation Central associate Amanda Lighty photographed some additional
properties in February, 2003.

Survey Methods
Although Ms. Myers conducted some of the survey work on her own, the majority
of the work was done by teams with qualified personnel on each crew. The survey crews
worked in teams of two with one person photographing properties while the other noted
photographic references and recorded the properties' physical attributes on a form
designed for this project. All survey work in the East Guthrie Townsite was conducted
on foot on a block-by-block basis. At minimum, the team sought to accomplish the
following goals:
¢ to document each individual cultural resource—building, structure, object
or site—within the East Guthrie Townsite regardless of age, condition or
architectural merit
* to record descriptive information about the property's physical appearance
on a Historic Preservation Resource Identification Form
» to identify property locations on a site map
e to take at least two photographs of each resource
* to render preliminary National Register assessments of Contributing or
Noncontributing status for each property

East Guthric Townsite, like its adjacent townsites, follows a strict grid pattern
with north-south streets and east-west avenues laid out along the cardinal directions.
Most properties in the district fronted the east-west avenues and north-south streets serve

primarily as secondary or local access streets. A notable exception is Division Street, a
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major north-south arterial through town that forms the western boundary of the district
and project area.

The survey teams documented the east-west streets first, starting at the southern
boundary, followed by the north-south streets, starting at the western boundary.
Adhering to a strict directional plan reduces the potential to miss properties or duplicate
survey efforts. Lighting conditions dictate survey methods to a large degree. When
possible, properties on the west sides of north-south streets in the project area were shot
in the morning and those on the east sides in the afternoon, to take advantage of the
sunlight. Properties on the north and south sides of the east-west avenues were
photographed in both morning and afiernoon light because the time of day made little
difference in the lighting conditions for those properties. Weather proved to be the
biggest hurdle in completing the East Guthrie Townsite survey, however. It rained
throughout much of the period between March 11 and March 21, 2002, when the survey
crews were in Guthrie. As a result, some of the properties, primarily commercial
buildings on Oklahoma and Harrison avenues and Division Street, were not surveyed at
that time and Ms. Myers returned to Guthrie on September 3, 2002 to complete the task.

Surveyors used Kodak T-Max, ASA 100, black-and-white print film to
photograph each resource in the project area. Whenever possible, the surveyors took at
least two oblique photographs of each property, capturing three elevations between the
two. Additional photographs were sometimes taken of a property's unique or
distinguishing features. Major outbuildings were photographed and documented on their
own if they had been converted to dwellings. Other noteworthy outbuildings such as
garages and other ancillary structures were described on the survey form.

It was not always possible to take two unique photographs due to overgrown
vegetation, access or, in the case of some commercial buildings, position. Many of the
commercial buildings throughout city share walls with adjacent buildings and only the
primary fagade can be photographed. In those cases, an attempt was made to include a
streetscape view placing the building in its context with adjacent commercial buildings.

o In the field, surveyors completed a Historic Preservation Resource

Identification Form provided by the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation

11



Office for each resource. The following information was recorded for all

properties:
® Address
e Property Type

* Known or Estimated Date of Construction

¢ Historic and Current Functions

¢ Areas of Primary and Secondary Significance

s Architecturai Style

e Primary and Secondary Exterior Materials

¢ Roof, Wall, Window and Door Types and Materials

Surveyors used footprint maps based on Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps of the area
as field maps to plot the locations and addresses of identified properties. The Sanborn
maps used by the survey teams were initially drawn in 1926 and revised in 1948 to reflect
then-current conditions. The survey teams compared the 1948 footprint maps to the
present resources and noted any changes that had occurred since that time on the field

forms. Addresses were also checked against those shown in the Sanborn maps.

Data Encoding and Work Products

Once the field investigations were completed, the information collected on the
identification forms was entered into a data base. All of the basic information listed
above was encoded along with photographic references to the roll and frame number.
City plat maps, Sanborn maps and previous survey research provided the lot and block
information encoded in the data base for each resource. Some field information was
revised as new information was obtained from research sources such as Jocal histories
and Sanborn maps. The data base reflects those revisions.

Architectural descriptions were composed for each resource regardless of age or
architectural merit and entered into the data base. Descriptions included the number of
stories, basic plan, porch type, decorative or characteristic detailing, alterations, additions
and removal of historic fabric. Descriptions of auxiliary buildings, noteworthy landscape

12



features, and other definitive information was added in the Comments section of the
form.

Completed Historic Preservation Resource Identification forms for each property
were generated from the data base and inserted into individual legal-sized file folders.
Two sets of forms were generated; one for the City of Guthrie and one for the Oklahoma
State Historic Preservation Office. The file folders were organized alphabetically within
street type (avenues first, streets second) and then numerically within each street.

In addition to the survey forms, each folder contains an envelope with 5 x 7-inch
black and white photographs showing two different views of the identified property. In
most cases, photographs show oblique angles so that the two photographs depict three
elevations of a given resource. In some instances, particularly among commercial
buildings that abutted one another, only the primary facade was visible to the
photographer. In those cases, streetscape photographs were included to show the
property's relationship to the other buildings on the block. Labels affixed to the back of
the photographs identify the property, its address, view and photographer. Negatives for
59 rolls of film have been inserted into archival sleeves and placed in a three-ring binder
with their corresponding contact sheet for storage with the Oklahoma State Historic
Preservation Office. Identical sets of black-and-white contact sheets and accompanying
photo index sheets cross-referenced by roll and address have been submitted to the City
of Guthrie and to the State Historic Preservation Office. -

Historic Research

The consultant obtained Sanborn Fire Insurance maps corrected to 1948 through
Environmental Data Inc. These maps were used to plot resources during the survey.
During her first trip to Guthrie, the consultant collected other resource materials from the
Oklahoma Territorial Museum including Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps from 1908, 1926
and 1948. A comparison of the Sanborn Maps over the years can help date properties and
identify historic additions and alterations. The consultant also copied pertinent
information from the 1987 Guthrie Historic District National Register nomination and
from the 1999 National Historic Landmark nomination. Secondary source materials were

also copied or purchased for later research. Such sources provided contextual
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information on the history of the East Guthrie Townsite as well as historic photographs of
some resources — primarily commercial buildings — in the project area. Among the books
referenced are the Logan County History 1889-1977, Volume I (Holmes 1980), Birth of
Guthrie: Oklahoma's Run of 1889 (McGuire 1998) and Guthrie: A History of the Capital
City, 18819-1910 (Lentz 1990). These materials enabled the consultant to more

accurately assess the surveyed properties from an understanding of their context.
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Recommendations

Preservation Central, Inc. identified and documented 849 cultural resources
within the East Guthrie Townsite. After field and research investigations were
completed, the Project Director reviewed each property and assigned an NRHP e¢ligibility
designation based upon its architectural integrity and its known historical associations.
Properties were determined to be Contributing or Noncontributing elements of the
Guthrie Historic District and are noted as such in the Inventory of Historic Resources.
The project area conveys a strong sense of the past and retains a high concentration of
relatively unaltered historic properties. Of the 849 properties, 532 were determined to be
Contributing and 317 were determined to be Noncontributing elements of the Townsite.
Since the National Park Service recommends that districts possess 50 percent

Contributing resources, the East Guthrie Townsite easily meets this recommendation.

Individual National Register Properties

Exceptional properties that contribute significantly to local history or broader
historic patterns were singled out as potentially eligible for individual listing in the
NRHP. Because the Secretary of the Interior Guidelines discourage individual
nominations for properties within a designated historic district, only 17 properties were
determined to be individually eligible for NRHP listing due to their outstanding
architectural or historic significance. They are some of the oldest, rarest or best examples
of building forms or architectural styles in Guthrie. They maintain their original
architectural fabric to an outstanding degree and exhibit almost no alterations to their
exterior appearance. All are Contributing properties within the Guthrie Histonic District
and are identified as "Individual NR" in the Inventory of Properties in the East Guthrie
Townsite. They include the Logan County Courthouse and the Carnegie Library. The
following is a list of addresses for properties recommended as individually eligible for
NRHP listing:

324 South Broad Street — 1909 Queen Anne dwelling

401 East Cleveland Avenue — 1895 Romanesque dwelling

624 East Cleveland Avenue — ca. 1910 Colonial Revival dwelling

13
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most noteworthy institutional properties including schools, churches of various
denominations, and social hails.

The East Guthrie Townsite is comprised overwhelmingly of historic
properties. Its one- and two-story brick and stone commercial buildings are
largely limited to historic business corridors of Oklahoma and Harrison avenues
although a few front onto Division Street. One of the most intrusive non-historic
commercial properties in the district is the Homeland Grocery Store, which is set
back from and fronts onto Wentz Street. The project area is replete with historic
educational and religious buildings such as schools, churches and a Carnegie
library. Many of the churches and one of the schools are along Noble Avenue, a
major thoroughfare that is also lined with fine houses. A turn-of-the-century
Masonic hall in the townsite is now used for commercial purposes. More recent
Masonic buildings constructed in the 1960s also exist in the East Guthrie
Townsite. An outstanding governmental building, the Logan County Courthouse,
also lies in East Guthrie. East Guthrie is also home to a historic hospital and a
Works Progress Administration (WPA) sports stadium and National Guard
Armory.

Although it does have its share of commercial and institutional properties,
East Guthrie is largely residential in character and it is more intensely developed
with domestic properties than the city’s three other townsites.

Early Commercial Development

Immediately after the land run, merchants built shops along Oklahoma and
Harrison avenues in East Guthrie, as extensions of the commercial streets
established in Guthrie proper. Some of these buildings were simple storefronts and
none are known to survive in East Guthrie but within a few years, two-story
masonry and stone commercial buildings arose on the streets. One of the most
outstanding is the Romanesque Revival De Steiger Block built about 1890 and
attributed to architect Joseph Foucart. Foucart was responsible for setting the
architectural tone of Guthrie’s early downtown development and he designed a
number of other extant commercial buildings in the Guthrie Historic District.

20



Beginning about 1900, a major building boom commenced in the city.
Within a few years, the 100 and 200 blocks of East Oklahoma and East Harrison
avenues were filled with brick and stone commercial buildings, some with fairly
elaborate Romanesque Revival, Italianate, and Late Victorian embellishment.
Among them are the A.F. & A.M. Lodge-Masonic Hall (1906) at 121 E. Oklahoma,
the S.W. Schmidt Building (1904) at 206-208 E. Oklahoma, the Robert Reed
Building (1901) at 111 E. Oklahoma and the Oklahoma Building (ca. 1900) at 102-
106 E. Oklahoma.

Oklahoma and Harrison avenues remained commercial venues throughout
the historic pertod and, although some newer businesses were introduced in mid-
century, most of the historic two-story masonry buildings remained intact. At the
same time, Division Street, which separated East and West Guthrie townsites,
developed as a north-south highway and it, too, attracted commercial development.
Many of the businesses catered to automobile trave] and included auto dealerships,

service stations and restaurants.

Early Residential Development

At the same time the commercial zone was being developed, homes were
under construction throughout the East Guthrie Townsite. Among the earliest
houses were simple one-story frame dwellings with porches supported by modestly
decorated wooden posts. Examples in East Guthrie include 1 ' story front-gabled
“Homestead” houses, side-gabled center passage houses with full facade front
porches, and gable-front and wing dwellings with porches extending across the
length of the wing. Most of these modest dwellings are identified as National Folk
Houses. A simple gable-front-and-wing National Folk House, built about 1900, is at
708 East Cleveland. Those with decorative brackets, tumed porch posts and
patterned gable shingles are often identified as Folk Victorian style houses. One
such house, also built about 1900, is next door at 710 East Cleveland Avenue.
Although a number of these early National Folk and Folk Victorian houses survive
in the East Guthrie Townsite, they are more likely to have been altered or to have
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suffered from neglect than later or more complex dwellings. They represent the
initial settlement efforts of the common people in Guthrie’s history.

Even as such modest dwellings appeared throughout the townsite, some
residents were busy building elaborate brick and stone showplaces in East Guthrie.
During the earliest period of the city’s development, the elite residential area of the
four townsites was concentrated between Springer Avenue on the south and Noble
Avenue on the north (Thomas, 1987). Following the prevailing commercial style, a
number of local houses adopted Romanesque architectural designs. Among them
are the ca. 1890 Romanesque Revival house at 704 East Warner Avenue and the ca.
1895 Romanesque house attributed to architect Joseph Foucart at 401 East
Cleveland Avenue. The Queen Anne style was more popular for domestic
architecture, however, and there are many noteworthy Queen Anne and Late
Victorian houses in East Guthrie Townsite. Some of the most significant from the
earliest period of development are those located at 514 East Noble Avenue (ca.
1890), 701 East Mansur Avenue (ca. 1895), and 324 South Elm Street (ca. 1895).

Early Black Settlement

After the turn of the 20" century, the southern portion of the former silk-
stocking residential area fell from favor with Guthrie’s elite (Thomas, 1987).
Wealthier families tended to live north of Oklahoma Avenue. African Americans
moved into the southern end of the East Guthrie Townsite and by 1908, many of
Guthrie’s African American churches were located in the area. At the southwest
corner of Springer Avenue and South Broad Street lay the First Baptist Church. A
block south, at the northeast corner of Perkins Avenue and South Broad Street. was
the Methodist Episcopal Church. Three blocks to the east, at the northeast corner of
East Vilas Avenue and South Elm Street, lay St. Paul’s AM.E. Church. All of these
churches continue to maintain a presence in the neighborhood today. Between 1912
and 1917, Faver High School for “colored” students was built at the South Ash
Street and East Grant Avenue, one block to the east of South Broad Street. This
neighborhood remains largely occupied by African American citizens today,
especially from Perkins Avenue south to Lincoln Avenue. Most, although not all, of
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the houses in the area are simple one-story. frame dwellings. Some date 10 the

earliest period of settlement in East Guthrie Townsite.

Twentieth Century

By the turn of the 20" century, few building lots remained undeveloped in
East Guthrie Townsite. Nearly all had been consumed for commercial construction
or housing starts. Two of the most impressive building campaigns that took place in
East Guthrie in the early years of the century were not residential or commercial but
institutional; the construction of the Carnegie Library in 1902 and the completion of
the Logan County Courthouse in 1907. Departures from the dark, almost funereal
Romanesque style that characterized the commercial downtown streets and the
sometimes frivolous-looking Queen Anne houses that had been so popular in the late
19" century, the Carnegie Library and Logan County Courthouse were stately,
classically inspired Beaux Arts masterpieces befitting the territorial, then state,
capital.

Following their lead, a number of residential properties in the townsite
adopted a more restrained, classical look most evident in Doric or Ionic order porch
columns and symmetrical facades. A good example is found at 718 East Warner
Avenue (ca. 1905) while two examples of combination Late Victorian/Classical
Revival houses are at 619 and 623 East Warner Avenue (ca. 1910). In addition,
Colonial Revival styles appeared in the townsite. Two of the most noteworthy are
those at 417 North Elm Street (1910) and 624 East Cleveland Avenue (1910).

Despite the removal of the state capital in 1910 to Oklahoma City, which
curtailed much of Guthrie’s commercial growth, East Guthrie Townsite continued to
experience new construction in the 1910s and 1920s. New architectural trends
including those stemming from the Arts and Crafts and Prairie School movements
found their way to Guthrie. East Guthrie has several good examples of horizontally
oriented Prairie-influenced houses. One of the finest is located at 322 East
Cleveland Avenue (1910). Much more common are the Craftsman-influenced
bungalows found scattered throughout the East Guthrie Townsite. Although they
have many variations, most are one-story front-gabled frame dwellings with tapered
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posts set on brick piers, paired windows and exposed rafter ends or other exposed
structural features. More rare are the so-called Airplane bungalows that feature a
partial second story usually set at right angles to the first floor gable. East Guthrie
Townsite has excellent exampies of both one-story and Airplane bungalows. Near
pristine examples of Craftsman-influenced bungalows are at 608 East Warner
Avenue (608), 416 East Washington Avenue (1915), and 713 East Vilas Avenue
(1920). A good representative example of a 1 2 story Airplane bungalow can be
seen at 501 East Logan Avenue (1920). More residential propertics in the East
Guthrie Townsite are identified with the Bungalow/Craftsman architectural category
than any other style.

While Craftsman-influenced bungalows dominated domestic architecture
from the mid-1910s well into the 1930s, Minimal Traditional and Ranch styles
emerged toward the end of the historic period. Most of the examples found in the
East Guthrie Townsite project dated from the 1940s or 1950s and projected a
modern appearance that was not in keeping with the historic character of the district.
However, two houses and a small clinic exhibited architectural design and fabric that
made them more compatible with their historic surroundings and thus they were
considered Contributing elements in the historic district. They are dwellings at 607
and 611 East Logan, built about 1950, and a brick clinic at 221 East Cleveland, built
about 1930. Tudor Revival, a very popular domestic style in the 1820s and 1930s
elsewhere throughout the country, is completely absent in the East Guthrie

Townsite.

Institutional and Governmental Buildings

As East Guthrie Townsite developed into the city’s predominant residential
district, schools, churches, Masonic halls, and a public library were erected to serve
the surrounding populace. Churches of the major Christian denominations including
Baptist, Christian, Methodist, Episcopal, Presbyterian and Roman Catholic were all
established within a few blocks of one another in East Guthrie by 1908. Noble
Avenue was the acknowledged “church row” as so many religious buildings lined

the avenue. In addition, the original Central Public School lay at the southwest
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corner of North Ash Street and Noble. In 1902, the plans of architect J. H. Bennett
were adopted for a classically inspired library funded in part by Andrew Carnegie.
Five years later, architect P.H. Weathers designed the Neo-Classical/Beaux Arts
Logan County Courthouse, which served as the Oklahoma statehouse until the
capital was removed to Oklahoma City in 1910.

Between about 1910 and 1925, many of the area’s churches and schools
were replaced with more modern buildings. The ecclesiastical architecture tends to
follow modest Gothic Revival or Romanesque traditions. Some good examples are
the First United Presbyterian Church (1926) at 106 East Noble Avenue, First United
Methodist Church (1910) at 220 East Noble Avenue, and the Episcopal Church
(1910) at 302 East Noble Avenue. The former Guthrie High School (1925) also
exhibits Late Gothic Revival features and can be seen at 711 East Oklahoma
Avenue. One of the last institutions to be built in the East Guthrie Townsite during
the historic period was the new Central School at 317 East Noble Avenue. Built in
1930, the present building replaced the original school on the site.

Public Works During the Great Depression

Guthrie’s economy was maintained through oil revenues during the 1920s
but when oil prices plummeted in 1930, growth and development came to a virtual
standstill. Little construction occurred in East Guthrie Townsite throughout the
Great Depression with the exception of several notable Works Progress
Administration (WPA) projects — the National Guard Armory on Logan Avenue and
Jelsma Field and Stadium between Harrison and Vilas avenues. The stadium is a
typical, simple WPA recreational facility comprised of stone seats in an ampitheater-
like setting with small stone ticket booths at the entrances. The National Guard
Armory, however, is an imposing fortress-like stone structure with a crenelated
parapet wall. Built in 1936, it is listed in the National Register of Historic Places
and is located in the 700 block of East Logan Avenue.

Another area that benefited from public monies during the Great Depression
was the African American community in the southern sector of East Guthrie
Townsite. Page School, a large U-shaped brick elementary school and auditorium
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designated for “colored” children (demolished), was built in 1937 at the northeast
corner of South Broad Street and East Grant Avenue. A few years earlier, in 1933, a
gymnasium had been built next to the “colored” high school (Faver High School
built 1912-1917, demolished). The high school and auditorium lay on the south side
of East Grant Street across from the Page School playground. The gymnasium is the
only surviving feature of school complex. It has a slightly curved parapet and inset
patterned brick reminiscent of the Mission Revival style. The building is located at
313 East Grant Avenue. Although there are no longer separate schools in the
neighborhood, numerous churches throughout the southern sector of East Guthrie

Townsite continue to serve a still vital African American community.

Current Trends

New construction in East Guthrie Townsite didn’t resume until after World
War I, and then only occasionally as one of the few vacant lots was made available
or an old house was tom down. East Guthrie Townsite’s building stock largely
reflects its early, intensive development and relative resistance to later
redevelopment. Of the 849 cultural resources surveyed in this effort, 762 were built
before 1955 and the majority of those — 486 — were built before 1919. Of the total
number of historic properties, 532 retained sufficient historic fabric to be considered
Contributing elements of the Guthrie Historic District.

East Guthrie’s large concentration of intact, historic properties — from the
National Guard Armory and the old Rock Island Depot to the grand houses along
Noble Avenue, and the small bungalows and Folk Victorians scattered throughout
the townsite — strongly identifies the townsite with the city’s historic past.
Historically, the area provided schools, churches, a commercial district, a library, the
county courthouse, a WPA stadium and armory and, most importantly, homes. East
Guthrie Townsite continues to meet these needs for the city, and in the original --

now historic -- buildings.
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