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National Register of Historic Places Registration Form 
 
This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties and districts.  See instructions in National Register 
Bulletin, How to Complete the National Register of Historic Places Registration Form.  If any item does not apply to the property being 
documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable."  For functions, architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only 
categories and subcategories from the instructions.   
 

1. Name of Property 
Historic name:  ___________New Orient Hotel________________________________ 
Other names/site number: ___Hotel Shaffer___________________________________ 

      Name of related multiple property listing: 
      ___N/A________________________________________________________ 
      (Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

2. Location  
Street & number: __101-111 East Commerce Street_____________________________ 
City or town: _Altus______ State: _Oklahoma ______ County: _Jackson___________  
Not For Publication:   Vicinity:  

____________________________________________________________________________ 
3. State/Federal Agency Certification   

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended,  

I hereby certify that this    X    nomination  ___ request for determination of eligibility meets 
the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic 
Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.  

In my opinion, the property  _X_  meets   ___ does not meet the National Register Criteria.  I 
recommend that this property be considered significant at the following  
level(s) of significance:      

 ___national                  ___statewide           _X_local  
  Applicable National Register Criteria:  

_X_A             ___B           ___C           ___D         
 

 
    

Signature of certifying official/Title:    Date 

______________________________________________ 

State or Federal agency/bureau or Tribal Government 

 

In my opinion, the property        meets        does not meet the National Register criteria.   

     

Signature of commenting official:    Date 

 

Title :                                     State or Federal agency/bureau 
                                                                                         or Tribal Government  
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______________________________________________________________________________ 

4. National Park Service Certification  

 I hereby certify that this property is:  

       entered in the National Register  

       determined eligible for the National Register  

       determined not eligible for the National Register  

       removed from the National Register  

       other (explain:)  _____________________                                                                                    

 
                     
______________________________________________________________________   
Signature of the Keeper   Date of Action 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
5. Classification 

 Ownership of Property 

 (Check as many boxes as apply.) 
Private:  

 
 Public – Local 

 
 Public – State  

 
 Public – Federal  

 
 
 Category of Property 

 (Check only one box.) 
 

 Building(s) 
 

 District  
 

 Site 
 

 Structure  
 

 Object  
 
 

 

X 

 

 

 

X 
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 Number of Resources within Property 
 (Do not include previously listed resources in the count)              

Contributing   Noncontributing 
______1______   ______0______  buildings 

 
______0______   ______0______  sites 
 
______0______   ______0______  structures  
 
______0______   ______0______  objects 
 
______1______   ______0_______  Total 

 
 
 Number of contributing resources previously listed in the National Register ____0_____ 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

6. Function or Use  
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _COMMERCE/TRADE/specialty store 
 _DOMESTIC/hotel___ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions.) 

 _DOMESTIC/multiple dwelling 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________
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_____________________________________________________________________________ 

7. Description  
 

 Architectural Classification  
 (Enter categories from instructions.) 
 _MODERN MOVEMENT/Art Deco 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 
 ___________________ 

 
Materials: (enter categories from instructions.) 
Principal exterior materials of the property: _BRICK__________________ 

 
 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current physical appearance and condition of the property.  Describe 
contributing and noncontributing resources if applicable. Begin with a summary paragraph that 
briefly describes the general characteristics of the property, such as its location, type, style, 
method of construction, setting, size, and significant features. Indicate whether the property has 
historic integrity.)   
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Summary Paragraph 
The New Orient Hotel is located at 101-111 East Commerce Street, at the northeast corner of the 
intersection of Main and Commerce in Altus, Oklahoma. The New Orient is situated across the 
street, north and east of the block that is Altus’s historic courthouse square. There is commercial 
development surrounding the building in each direction, with an alleyway to the east and a 
parking lot directly behind the historic hotel. Originally the two-story home to the Phillips-Snyder 
auto dealership built circa 1925, the building became a hotel in 1929 with the addition of two 
more floors. The New Orient Hotel is an important local landmark, significant for its association 
with the commercial development of Altus. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Description  
The New Orient Hotel is flat-roofed with a brick parapet. It is four stories plus a partial basement 
and rectangular in shape. The building has approximately 41,000 square feet and is designed in 
the Art Deco style. All exterior building walls are set on the property lines. There is a slightly 
visible difference between the brickwork of the original two lower levels and the upper two 
levels. 
 

South Elevation 
The south facing façade is situated along Commerce Street. It is divided into six vertical bays of 
equal width. The fourth bay from the west accommodates the historic and present main entrance 
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including a projecting portico that spans the width of the sidewalk in front of the building line. 
The sidewalk fills the space between the curb and the building and is elevated above the level of 
the street by four steps. Angled parking spaces line the curb except for the area in front of the 
portico which is occupied by a concrete ramp with painted metal railing that provides pedestrian 
and wheel chair access from the level of the street parking to the sidewalk. 

 
The lower two levels are more simply detailed than the portico and upper two levels, which were 
added to the building in 1929. The three bays west of the portico were storefront bays for the 
auto dealership which preceded the 1929 hotel and were retained as such for the 1929 additions. 
The wide storefront sections are separated from one another by engaged brick clad columns with 
a rectangular precast cap that is aligned with the soldier brick course demarking the head of the 
storefront transoms. The precast cap between the third and fourth bays was obscured by the 
portico addition, however, a small section remains visible to the west of the portico. The 
storefront of the second and third bays has been inset from the original building line (1980). The 
transom portion of the storefront at these two bays remains at the building face. The bay under 
the portico has also been inset. The western most bay has storefront that was installed in 1980. It 
is divided into five vertical sections of nearly equal width and three horizontal sections with the 
top one even in height with the original transom height. The lower opaque portion appears to be 
higher than the previous masonry knee walls, and the middle section of transparent glass spans 
the remaining distance between the bottom and top sections. The vertical sections of the transom 
have a 2-1-2 rhythm instead of the five equal widths of the lower storefront and painted 
aluminum faced plywood panel knee wall. 

 
The easternmost two bays on the east side of the portico do not have the engaged column 
appearance of the western bays. Instead, the upper corners of the storefront openings each have a 
square precast stone, flat faced medallion, which is also the same height as the soldier brick 
head. The easternmost bay has a narrower storefront opening than the bay to the west. The size 
and articulation of these openings are hold overs from the automobile dealership function where 
there was a garage door (easternmost bay) and a different treatment for the other bay to the east. 
The storefront openings are now filled with the 1980 storefront with extruded aluminum framing 
and opaque aluminum faced plywood knee and transom panels and glass middle panels. The end 
storefront accommodates two vertical sections. Each vertical section of transparent glass 
storefront is further divided into an operable casement to one side and two fixed glass sections, 
the upper one being nearly a square and the lower one a shallow rectangle. 

 
The portico is embellished with precast stone column capitals in the Art Deco style for the two 
square, front columns near the curb of Commerce Street. There are two pilasters at the building 
face that align with the front columns and have precast stone column capitals sans the Art Deco 
embellished details of the columns. Each side of the columns and pilasters that adjoin the portico 
roof have curved shaped and Art Deco detailed precast stone brackets. The portico roof is flat 
with an apparent parapet. The parapet face has a precast stone Art Deco flat medallion on each 
end next to a column or pilaster. The remaining parapet face is clad with blond brick in a three- 
by-three brick basket weave pattern. The parapet is finished with a precast stone cap ornamented 
at the midpoint with a shield motif symmetrically flanked by rounded tendrils. Two narrow, 
painted metal columns have been later inserted, nearly equally spaced, to apparently provide 
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additional structure supporting the weight of the masonry. 
 

Each bay of the façade contains two window openings for each of the remaining floor levels 
above the ground level. The head of each window opening is articulated by a continuous brick 
soldier course. The sill of each opening is similarly a continuous row of slightly projecting 
rowlock brick. For the second level, the upper corners of each opening are punctuated by a 
square flat precast stone medallion. Neither the third or fourth floor levels have the corner 
medallions, instead the brick soldier course extends about a brick and a half past the sides of the 
brick opening. Each window opening originally contained a pair of double hung, wood framed 
windows with a center vertical mullion. The current window units date from 1980 and consist of 
a tall, narrow operable casement to one side and two fixed glass sections for each brick opening; 
the upper fixed glass panel being nearly a square and the lower panel a long and shallow 
rectangle. The lower panels are filled with the vent of an interior HVAC unit or an opaque 
painted aluminum clad plywood panel. 

 
The building parapet is similar in detail to the portico parapet. A large, patterned, precast stone 
medallion articulates the top of each bay and each building corner. The medallions are slightly 
narrower than their height, which is as tall as the three rows of the three-by three basket weave 
patterned blond brickwork that spans the horizontal distance between the large medallions. The 
blond brickwork is framed by a precast stone band at the bottom and top. Extending down from 
the bottom of each of the building corner medallions and intermediate bay medallions are five 
precast stone flutes. The flutes reduce to three for the distance from the top of the soldier course 
head of the window openings down to the third row of bricks above the soldier head course of 
the third floor window openings. The flutes again reduce to one from that point down to five 
rows above the soldier head course of the second floor window openings. The center of each bay 
is appointed with similar fluting, three wide, that extends from the bottom precast band of the 
blond brickwork down for six brick rows where it reduces down to one flute that extends down 
for another nine brick rows, which is also three brick rows below the bottom of the soldier head 
course above the window openings. The westernmost bay has two such flutes, two bricks apart, 
defining its center. 

 
West Elevation 
The west elevation is also a street face along Main Street. It is divided into three vertical bays of 
equal width. The brickwork of the center bay is painted white at the ground level matching the 
height of the 1980 storefront in each of the two side bays. Two brick pilasters remain from the 
portico that originated with the 1929 building renovations. The portico was removed in the 1960s 
or 1970s when Main Street was widened and the flanking sidewalk was narrowed. The sidewalk 
on Main Street fills the space between the building and the curb. There is only one curb step on 
this side. 

 
This elevation is similarly detailed as the three westernmost bays of the façade. Consistent 
details include the precast stone “cap” for the brick columns between the bays, the soldier course 
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articulating the head of each storefront section and window opening, and the square medallions 
defining the upper corners of the second floor window openings. The parapet details of the west 
elevation also repeat the parapet details of the façade including the blond basket weave patterned 
brickwork framed by a precast stone band at the bottom and top, large patterned medallions at the 
parapet defining the bays and the building corners, and the fluted designs at each large medallion. 
Similar to the westernmost bay of the façade, the two end bays have twin precast stone flutes at the 
center of each bay. The precast stone flute at the center of the center bay is five flutes from the top, 
reducing to three flutes to the bottom of the window head soldier course and the center flute 
extends an additional 2/3rds of the length of the fourth floor window opening. 
 
The storefronts of the two end bays are also similar to the storefronts of the façade. Each bay has a 
storefront divided into five equal vertical sections. The vertical divisions extend to the opaque knee 
wall panels and to the center transom panel. The transoms on either side of the center section are 
undivided. The transoms, similar to the knee wall panels, are opaque. The center bay storefront 
differs from the end bays. There are two unequal storefront sections. The north storefront is 
narrower than the south section. The north section replaced the west building entrance in 1980. The 
south section was clear glass storefront until 1980, similar to the other ground floor bays. All of the 
storefront sections and aluminum frames have been painted. 
 
The windows of the second through the fourth levels also echo the window details of the façade. 
The southernmost bay window openings are infilled with painted aluminum clad plywood panels. 
Set back from the west building line and on the north end, is a painted concrete block enclosure for 
the west egress stair constructed in 1980. 
 
North Elevation 
The north elevation is more utilitarian in appearance and design. It is devoid of the Art Deco 
detailing and features present on the façade and west elevation. There are two painted concrete 
block egress stair enclosures; one at either end of the elevation. Each is set in from the respective 
ends of the building. The rest of the elevation between the two stair enclosures is also painted 
white. The ground floor is stucco covered brick. The upper levels are brick. 
 
The brick wall between the two stair enclosures is the line of the original building face. The 1930 
and 1948 Sanborn maps indicate that a one story store building adjoined this side of the building. 
As a result, there are few openings at this level. A small storage shed/rear pedestrian entrance 
addition is positioned slightly east of the center of the back building face. East of this small 
addition, are two window openings. To the west of the small addition are several pieces of 
mechanical equipment set on the ground in front of the building and of varying sizes. 
 
Each of the remaining levels, second through fourth, have eight individual window openings that 
are vertically aligned and nearly evenly spaced along the length of the brick building wall. The 
space between the fourth and fifth windows is slightly larger than the other spacing which gives the 
impression of two groups of openings. The window openings that serve as the ends of each 
grouping appear longer than the other columns of windows because of the HVAC vents below the 
sills of each of these openings. Each window opening has a rowlock brick sill. 
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East Elevation 
The east elevation is also devoid of the Art Deco detailing and features that are characteristic of 
the street facing sides. The hotel building is separated from the building to the east by a narrow, 
concrete paved alley. This elevation is clad with red brick. It is vertically divided into three bays 
of nearly equal width. The middle bay is only two stories tall. The difference in height between 
the end bays and the middle bay creates a light well at the third and fourth floors. The light well 
walls are finished in painted stucco. The bare concrete beam of the roof and top of the second 
floor wall structure from the circa 1925 building is visible on this elevation. 
 
The ground floor of the south bay has a wide window opening, nearly the entire width of the bay, 
that has been infilled with painted aluminum clad plywood panels. The second through fourth 
floor levels of this bay each have a wide window opening on the south side of the bay and a 
narrower, about half the width, window opening on the north end. All of these openings are also 
infilled with painted aluminum clad plywood panels. The middle bay has two window openings 
for each of the ground and second levels. Half of these window openings are infilled with 
painted aluminum clad plywood panels. The north bay is nearly a mirror image of the south bay 
except that the northernmost opening on the ground level is a door. The arrangement of windows 
within the original openings is similar to those of the façade. All of the window openings have 
rowlock brick sills and unarticulated heads. 
 
Interior 
Historically, the Commerce Street entrance would have been considered the main entrance, as it 
remains. The lobby is slightly deeper than it was historically. Ground floor retail spaces have 
been reassigned for a community room (west storefront area), offices (back, north retail areas) 
and apartments (east end). The historic elevator location and adjoining stair remain in their 
original locations as does the skylight to the east of the main entrance and above the double 
height opening to the second floor. 
 
The corridors of the upper levels remain intact on the east half of the building and have been 
altered on the west half. Hotel rooms were converted into apartments in 1980 along with the rest 
of the visible changes to building. Existing finishes include contemporary floor tiles and carpet, 
painted drywall walls and suspended acoustical ceiling tile ceilings. The extent of historic 
finishes that may have been covered by the newer finishes is unknown. 
 
Alterations 
Originally built as a two story building circa 1925, the third and fourth floor levels were added a 
short time later (1929). Along with the additional two floors, two porticos, one on the façade and 
one on the west elevation, were also added. The widening of Main Street in the 1960s or 1970s 
resulted in the removal of the west portico. Storefronts were changed out when the building was 
converted from a hotel to apartments in 1980. That renovation project also saw the replacement 
of the windows in the upper floors from a pair of double hung wood framed windows to 
aluminum framed combination window units. The storefronts of three of the ground level bays 
were moved inboard in 1980 by about one bay depth creating an outdoor patio. Interior 
modifications include new corridor patterns on the west half of the upper floors and an 
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enlargement of the lobby space also a result of the 1980 project. The two egress stairs and 
enclosures date from 1980. Despite these modifications, the building continues to maintain a 
significant level of integrity including its original location and setting on a key corner of the 
courthouse square of downtown Altus. The nearly unaltered brick and cast stone clad form and 
materials represent integrity of workmanship and an exuberant use of Art Deco design motifs 
and details. The building remains a key social and community landmark providing space for 
local events and services. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 

8. Statement of Significance 
 

 Applicable National Register Criteria  
 (Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register  
 listing.) 

 
A. Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the 

broad patterns of our history. 
  

B. Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.  
 

C. Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period, or method of 
construction or represents the work of a master, or possesses high artistic values, 
or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.  
 

D. Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, information important in prehistory or 
history.  

 
 Criteria Considerations  
 (Mark “x” in all the boxes that apply.) 

 
A. Owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes 

  
B. Removed from its original location   

 
C. A birthplace or grave  

 
D. A cemetery 

 
E. A reconstructed building, object, or structure 

 
F. A commemorative property 

 
G. Less than 50 years old or achieving significance within the past 50 years 

  

X 
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Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions.)  
__COMMERCE _____  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 

Period of Significance 
__1928-1971________ 
___________________ 
___________________ 

 
 Significant Dates  
 __1928_____________ 
 __1929_____________ 
 __1971_____________ 

 
Significant Person 
(Complete only if Criterion B is marked above.) 
_N/A______________  
___________________  
___________________ 

 
 Cultural Affiliation  
 ___________________  
 ___________________  
 ___________________ 

 
 Architect/Builder 
 _E. H. Eads and Company, Architect 
 _McMillian-Shelton Construction Company 
 ___________________ 
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Statement of Significance Summary Paragraph (Provide a summary paragraph that includes level of 
significance, applicable criteria, justification for the period of significance, and any applicable criteria 
considerations.)  
 
The New Orient Hotel in Altus is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under 
Criterion A at the local level of significance for its association with the commercial development of Altus 
between 1928 and 1971. The hotel was built to serve a pressing need for additional short term housing 
and meeting space in this important southwestern Oklahoma community. Today, the hotel stands as a 
prominent reminder of a significant period in the city’s growth and development. 
 
The period of significance spans the period from when the original two-story building was built circa 
1925, through the time of the two story addition in 1929, and until 1971, when the hotel ceased operation 
and the building became vacant. The original car dealership that constructed the initial two story building 
grew at such a pace that the building and location could no longer accommodate only a few years after 
being built. Quickly remodeled and enlarged to four stories, the New Orient Hotel was open and 
operating by 1930 providing greatly needed accommodations and shopping opportunities for the 
community and travelers alike. 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
Narrative Statement of Significance (Provide at least one paragraph for each area of significance.)   
 
History of Altus 
Altus is the county seat of Jackson County, located in the extreme southwestern corner of the state. 
Jackson County is one of three counties formed after United States vs State of Texas established the legal 
boundary between Texas and Oklahoma Territory in 1896. The 1896 ruling created Greer County in 
Oklahoma Territory, which in 1906 was further divided into Beckham, Jackson, and Greer Counties.1 In 
the early days of settlement, Jackson County was primarily desirable as grazing land, noted by cowboys 
herding cattle along the Great Western Trail to Dodge City, Kansas. Some such cowboys would later 
return to the area to establish ranches, including the Day Land and Cattle Company, the H Cross N Ranch, 
and the Herring Ranch.2 
 
Altus has been known by a number of different names since its territorial period. First, the city was called 
“Frazer” after a local buffalo hunter. Frazer had settled at Bitter Creek with about 50 occupants just south 
and west of present day Altus. By early 1886, several more families settled in the area and expressed a 
need for mail service. A post office charter was granted on February 18, 1886.3 By 1891 Frazer, had 
several businesses including a drug store, a hotel, a jewelry store, and a general mercantile.4 
 
In June 1891, much of Frazer was damaged or destroyed by a flood. Subsequently, residents chose to 
relocate the entire town two and one-half miles east to higher ground. The relocated town was named 
name Altus, from the Latin word for “the high place”.5 Land for the town was purchased from Mr. Sam 

                         
1 John D. Heisch, “Old Greer County,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed May 
2016). 
2 Cecil B. Chesser, A History of Jackson County (Altus: Altus Publishing Company, 1971), 16. 
3 Ibid., 137. 
4 Ibid., 139. 
5 Ibid., 141. 
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Neal who was in the process of obtaining, but had not yet gained, ownership of the property. Mr. Neal was 
persuaded to agree to the proposition, but because he only had squatter’s rights President William 
McKinley had to “issue a patent to Probate Judge T.P. Clay of Mangum who in turn issued deeds to the 
proper land holders according to the town site plat filed on January 13, 1900. Those who formerly owned 
land in Frazer were given equal amounts of property in the new town.”6 Significant development followed 
the town’s relocation. The population increased and a school, churches and a cemetery were built to meet 
the needs of the growing community.7 
 
With technological innovations in the field of agriculture in the early 1900s, as well as several 
years of favorable rainfall, farming began to overtake ranching as the primary economic activity 
in the Altus area. Wheat, cotton, hay and grain were the most important crops. Within a few 
years, a cotton gin was built. 
 
With the increase in agriculture came the necessity for transporting produce. The nearest markets 
were Quanah and Vernon, Texas both about thirty miles away. Access to rail transportation was 
needed to move agricultural products from Altus to nearby markets. On March 17, 1900 the 
Kansas City, Mexico and Orient Railway Company was granted a charter by the territorial 
secretary.”8 The rail line would pass one mile west of Altus. In exchange, the city of Altus had to 
meet certain demands made by the railroad. This included giving the line $18,000 and half the land 
on which Altus was located. Altus agreed but in return was promised a station, division 
headquarters and other structures by the railroad. In addition, the railroad promised to “work to 
establish a four-year college and would use their efforts to see that Altus outranked all other towns 
in the area.”9 Only one other stipulation was made by the railroad. The name of the city must be 
changed to Leger in honor of the construction agent’s father-in-law. The citizens of Altus agreed 
that no price was too great to ensure the growth of their city so on July 10, 1901, Altus officially 
became Leger. The years immediately following would see other railroads, such as the Altus, 
Wichita Falls and Hollis Railway, come to Altus. The citizens were convinced that the price that 
had to be paid and the concessions that had to be made to attract railroads were necessary and that 
they would reap the benefits in the days ahead. 
 
As part of the negotiations related to the subdivision of Greer County in 1906-1907, the 
community’s name was changed back to Altus, and Altus eventually became the county seat of the 
newly created Jackson County with 1,927 residents at statehood10. A new power plant, a sewage 
system and an improved water supply were some of the first issues addressed by the new mayor 
and eight-member council. The following decade would be one of growth and development.11 By 
1910 the population had reached 4,821 and seemed relatively stable up to 1920 with 4,522 
residents.”12 The sacrifices Altus city leaders made to bring the railroads to the area resulted in 
much growth. “By 1930, with a population of 8,349, Altus was a major regional agricultural trade 

                         
6 Cecil B. Chesser, A History of Jackson County (Altus: Altus Publishing Company, 1971), 141. 
7 Ibid., 145. 
8 Ibid., 148. 
9 Ibid., 149. 
10 Frances Herron, “Altus,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed May 2016). 
11 History of Altus, 156-158. 
12 Frances Herron, “Altus,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed May 2016). 
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and distribution center with eight cotton gins, two cotton compresses, and eighteen wholesale 
businesses.”13 
 
One of the most significant twentieth century developments in Altus was the establishment of an air force 
base during World War II. Altus was chosen as an ideal location for flight training because, “with an annual 
average of more than three hundred days of favorable weather, a generally flat landscape, and few 
obstructions, the base is ideally located for aircrews to hone their skills.”14 Built in 1942 and originally 
known as Altus Army Air Field, over the next five decades the base evolved to become the “premier air 
mobility training location in the U.S. Air Force.”15 Today, the air force base remains the area’s largest 
employer and the cornerstone of the community’s economy. 
 
The city’s population growth slowed over the next few decades and had reached 9,735 in 1950. By 1960 
another population boom recorded 21,225 residents. Altus continued to grow and peak population was 
recorded in 1970 at 23,302. Over the ensuing decades the population has declined to 19,813 by 2010.16 
 
Commercial Development Significance 
From its earliest territorial days, hotels played an important part in the Altus economy. The area was very 
remote and visitors traveled long distances to reach the community. The first hotel was established in Frazer 
by 1891. With the arrival of the railroad and a boom in agriculture, more people were traveling through and 
to the Altus area for both business and personal reasons. The railroads brought salesmen of all kinds to the 
area and medical specialists would visit the community on an occasional basis to treat local patients. These 
individuals needed a place to stay and a place to display their goods or offer their services. In 1900, Altus 
had one boarding house and one hotel. Due to the remoteness of the area salesmen and doctors used the 
hotels to conduct their business.17 But one hotel and one boarding house were insufficient to meet the needs 
of the traveling public. Additional hotels, including the original Orient Hotel (circa 1910), the original 
Weston Hotel (1912), and an addition to the Weston Hotel (1915) were built to provide enough rooms for 
visitors to the area. But the hotels built between 1910 and the 1920s were small, one and two story hotels 
with low capacity. In the mid-1920s, the cotton industry was booming and the need for additional hotel 
rooms was considered great. According to the local paper: 
 

“Many of the traveling men making this district of the state plan to make the Orient Hotel 
their headquarters from which they daily travel over the territory covering all of the territory 
they can in that way living and enjoying the comfort and privileges of the Orient Hotel in the 
longest stay they can plan.”18 
 

A February 8, 1928, article in the local paper entitled “Hotel Agitation Has Borne Fruit” claimed that, “The 
widespread knowledge of Altus’ need for more hotel and rooming house accommodations, and the agitation 
for a modern hotel here, have evidently had effect on the outside world, according to Jasper Pendleton, 
secretary of the chamber of commerce. Pendleton received a letter from a hotel concern in a Texas city 

                         
13 Ibid. 
14 Richard S. Guinan, “Altus Air Force Base,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed 

May 2016). 
15 Ibid. 
16 Frances Herron, “Altus,” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, www.okhistory.org (accessed May 2016). 
17 Altus Weekly News, November 16, 1916. 
18 Altus Times-Democrat, February 2, 1928. 
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today, and for the past several days he has averaged at least one a day, all making inquiries.”19 
 
According to the article, the need was so great that Altus “was losing an average of at least 20 traveling 
men daily because of lack of hotel facilities.”20 
 
The city’s efforts to secure additional hotel space were successful shortly thereafter. On March 15, 1928, 
the local paper announced that “Abbott Buys Orient Hotel Here Today” with plans to either remodel and 
add on to the existing Orient Hotel or to build a completely new, larger building.21 A new manager, A.U. 
Trimble, took possession of the Orient Hotel by March 20, 1928.22 Making good on his earlier claims, 
Abbott quickly moved forward with plans to add additional hotel rooms. Instead of remodeling the 
existing Orient Hotel, James David (J.D.) Abbott23 decided to build new. But instead of starting from 
scratch, Abbott decided to enlarge a different, existing building in the downtown core of Altus. A July 27, 
1928 article entitled “Discuss Plans for Hotel Here” outlined Abbott’s plan to purchase the two story 
Phillips-Snyder auto dealership at Main and Commerce with the idea to renovate the first two floors and 
add additional floors for guest rooms. According to the article, Abbott and the owner of the car dealership 
did not agree on a price for the building, so nearby business owners and other citizens pledged to raise the 
$5000 difference so that the hotel could be built.24 
 
An October 8, 1928 article entitled, “5 Story Hotel Will Be Built in Altus Soon” claimed that the new 
building planned by Abbott “will far surpass all other such buildings west of Oklahoma City in Oklahoma 
and compare favorably with any structure of near equal size,” further stating that it “will be strictly 
modern and fire proof in every respect.”25 The hotel was to be designed by E.H. Eads and Company of 
Chickasha. Plans called for approximately 130 rooms, at an estimated cost of $185,000 for construction 
and an additional $40,000 for furnishings. As part of the renovation plans, the first floor would include 
commercial space for a drug store, barber shop, clothing store, as well as a coffee shop. The second floor 
was to include a large banquet hall with a capacity of 150. The second floor would also include space for 
“sample” rooms to accommodate salesmen.26 By March 17, 1929, the paper announced that contracts for 
the project were to be awarded by April 1st with construction to begin between April 15th and April 30th. 
By this date, the five-story hotel is now being described as four-story, with an expected construction time 
of five months.27 The April 18, 1929 edition of the local paper announced that a “New Hotel in Altus 
Assured with Contract.”28 The construction contract for the hotel was awarded to McMillian-Shelton 
Construction Company out of Enid in the amount of $120,000.29 The April 21, 1929 edition of the paper 

                         
19 “Hotel Agitation Has Borne Fruit,” Altus Times-Democrat, February 8, 1928. 
20 “Hotel Agitation Has Borne Fruit,” Altus Times-Democrat, February 8, 1928. 
21 “Abbott Buys Orient Hotel Here Today,” Altus Times-Democrat, March 15, 1928. 
22 “Trimble is New Orient Manager,” Altus Times-Democrat, March 20, 1928. 
23 According to Census records, J.D. Abbott was born in Tennessee in 1861. He married Irene Boyd in 1887. He is listed as a 

farmer in both the 1900 and 1910 census. But by 1920, Abbott lists himself as an oil company worker in Durant. At some 
point, he owned and operated the Hotel Durant, before expanding to Altus. The 1930 Census lists Abbott as working for an 
independent oil company. Abbott died in Durant in 1934. 

24 “Discuss Plans for Hotel Here,” Altus Times-Democrat, July 27, 1928. 
25 “5 Story Hotel Will Be Built in Altus Soon,” Altus Times-Democrat, October 8, 1928. 
26 Ibid. 
27 “Contracts for Modern Hotel Will Be Made,” Altus Times-Democrat, March 17, 1929. 
28 “New Hotel in Altus Assured with Contract,” Altus Times-Democrat, April 18, 1929. 
29 “New Hotel in Altus Assured with Contract,” Altus Times-Democrat, April 18, 1929. 
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included a rendering of the proposed hotel.30 J.D. Abbott officially purchased the Phillips-Snyder building 
on May 18, 1929 for $70,000, preparing the way for construction on the additional two floors. 
 
In the fall of 1928, the five story Gosselin Building opened one block west of the New Orient 
Hotel, at the corner of Commerce and North Hudson. Its opening received a full-page headline, 
with multiple articles in the days and weeks ahead of the opening describing the building and its 
future occupants. There were full page ads congratulating the owner and the businesses to be 
located in the building. The New Orient Hotel had a projected opening date of October 1929. The 
economic situation in the fall of 1929 was very different than that of the preceding year. With the 
stock market crash and resultant instability throughout the economy, the tenor of the entire 
newspaper changed. There is no mention of the hotel in September, October, November, or 
December of 1929, nor into early 1930. The 1930 Sanborn Fire Insurance map clearly shows the 
completed hotel, with its four stories and first floor commercial spaces, but the date of its actual 
official opening remains unknown. After years of agitation for the construction of a new, modern 
hotel, the finished product opened without much ado. 
 
In 1931, J.D. Abbott and his wife, Irene, transferred a half interest in the hotel property to their 
son, Lynn (L.B. Abbott). J.D. Abbott died shortly thereafter, in 1934. Mrs. Abbott transferred 
additional interests in the property to L.B. and her daughter Headley (Hattie Lou) in 1942. In 
October 1948, Dr. Claude L. Reeves of Oklahoma City purchased the New Orient. The article in 
the Oklahoman describes the hotel as a four-story brick building containing 75 rooms as well as 
first floor shopping.31 In addition to hosting travelers, the banquet hall was utilized for a variety of 
meetings and special events. The 1963 and 1965 Polk City Directories for Altus list the hotel with 
a new name, the Hotel Shaffer. The hotel would remain Hotel Shaffer until its closure in 1971. 
From 1929 to 1971, this hotel served an important commercial function for local residents and 
visitors to Altus. 
 
The New Orient Hotel was inventoried as part of the 1993 “Reconnaissance Level Survey of 
Altus” by the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office. In that survey, the hotel was classified 
as warranting further study for its eligibility for the National Register of Historic Places. The 
survey identified several other historic hotels in Altus, including the Frisco Hotel at 201 S. Grady, 
the Grace Hotel at 314 W. Broadway, and the Weston Hotel at 321 W. Broadway. The other 
extant hotels are significantly smaller, one and two story buildings. The New Orient Hotel was 
designed to be the largest, most modern hotel in downtown Altus. The New Orient Hotel remains 
the largest, most significant historic hotel in Altus and a prominent landmark to the downtown 
commercial and county courthouse square. 
 

                         
30 “Altus Will Get Four Story Hotel,” Altus Times-Democrat, April 21, 1929. 
31 “City Doctor Buys Two Altus Hotels,” The Oklahoman, October 25, 1948. 
 



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
New Orient Hotel  Jackson, Oklahoma 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 9-end  page 16 
 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

9. Major Bibliographical References  
 

Bibliography (Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form.)      
 

“Altus.”  Polk City Directory (1928, 1934, 1963, 1965) 
 

“Altus.” Southwestern Bell Telephone Directory (1963, 1965, 1970, 1971) 
 

Altus Times-Democrat. Altus, Oklahoma. 2 February 1928; 8 February 1928; 15 March 
1928; 20 March 1928; 27 July 1928; 8 October 1928; 17 March 1929; 18 April 1929; and 
21 April 1929. 

 
Altus Weekly News. Altus, Oklahoma. 16 November 1916. 
 
Chesser, Cecil B.   A History of Jackson County.  Altus: Altus Publishing Company, 1971.  
 
Heisch, John D.  “Old Greer County.” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
www.okhistory.org, (accessed May 2016). 

 
Herron, Frances. “Altus.” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture, 
www.okhistory.org, (accessed May 2016). 

 
Guinan, Richard S. “Altus Air Force Base.” Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and 
Culture, www.okhistory.org, (accessed May 2016). 

 
Jackson County Clerk 

 
The Daily Oklahoman. Oklahoma City, Oklahoma. 25 October 1948 

 
Oklahoma Landmarks Inventory 

 
Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps (1904, 1920, 1930, 1948 update). 
 
U.S. Federal Census (1900, 1910, 1920, 1930) 

 
  



United States Department of the Interior  
National Park Service / National Register of Historic Places Registration Form  
NPS Form 10-900     OMB No. 1024-0018      
 
New Orient Hotel  Jackson, Oklahoma 
Name of Property                   County and State 

Sections 9-end  page 17 
 

 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
  

Previous documentation on file (NPS):  

 
____ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been requested 
____ previously listed in the National Register 
____ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
____ designated a National Historic Landmark  
____ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey   #____________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __________ 
____ recorded by Historic American Landscape Survey # ___________ 
 
Primary location of additional data:  

_X__ State Historic Preservation Office 
____ Other State agency 
____ Federal agency 
____ Local government 
____ University 
____ Other 
         Name of repository: _____________________________________ 
 
 
 
Historic Resources Survey Number (if assigned): ________________ 
 
 

______________________________________________________________________________ 
10. Geographical Data 

 
 Acreage of Property _Less than 1 acre_______ 
 
Latitude/Longitude Coordinates 
Datum if other than WGS84:__________ 
(enter coordinates to 6 decimal places) 
 
1. Latitude: 34.639192  Longitude: -99.333648 

 
2. Latitude:   Longitude: 
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3. Latitude:   Longitude: 

 
4. Latitude:   Longitude: 
 
Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property.) 

Lots 10, 11, and 12 of Block 20 of the original Plat in the Town of Altus. 
 
 
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected.) 
These lots represent the full extent of the property historically associated with the hotel. 

 
______________________________________________________________________________ 

11. Form Prepared By 
 
name/title: _Ms. Catherine Montgomery AIA and Ms. Kelli Gaston, Architectural Historian_ 
organization: __Preservation and Design Studio, PLLC______________________________ 
street & number: _616 NW 21st Street, Suite 114___________________________________ 
city or town:  Oklahoma City_____________ state: _OK__________ zip code:__73103____ 
e-mail__cm@panddstudio.com______________________________ 
telephone:__(405) 601-6814__________ 
date:_______March 14, 2017_________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Additional Documentation 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 
 

 Maps:  A USGS map or equivalent (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's 
location. 
  

  Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous 
resources.  Key all photographs to this map. 

 
 Additional items:  (Check with the SHPO, TPO, or FPO for any additional items.) 
 

Photographs 

Submit clear and descriptive photographs.  The size of each image must be 1600x1200 pixels 
(minimum), 3000x2000 preferred, at 300 ppi (pixels per inch) or larger.  Key all photographs 
to the sketch map. Each photograph must be numbered and that number must correspond to 
the photograph number on the photo log.  For simplicity, the name of the photographer, 
photo date, etc. may be listed once on the photograph log and doesn’t need to be labeled on 
every photograph. 
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Photo Log 
 
Name of Property:  New Orient Hotel 
 
City or Vicinity:  Altus 
 
County:   Jackson  State:  Oklahoma 
 
Photographer:  S. Werneke, Preservation and Design Studio, PLLC 
 
Date Photographed: April 26, 2016 
 
Description of Photograph(s) and number, include description of view indicating direction of 
camera: 
 

Number Subject Direction 
0001 Façade (right) and West Elevation (left) Northeast 
0002 West Elevation East 
0003 North Elevation (left) and West Elevation (right) Southeast 
0004 Façade (left) and East Elevation (right) Northwest 
0005 Portico detail Northwest 
0006 Skylight and double height interior from second floor West 

 
 
 
 

 
Paperwork Reduction Act Statement:  This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic 
Places to nominate properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings.  Response 
to this request is required to obtain a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C.460 
et seq.). 
Estimated Burden Statement:  Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 100 hours per response including  
time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form.  Direct comments regarding 
this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Office of Planning and Performance Management. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, 
1849 C. Street, NW, Washington, DC. 
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