








Oklahoma City Designated Preserve America Commumty

Oklahoma City was recently designated

as Oklahoma’s eighth Preserve America
Community. The city will now benefit from
this special White House initiative. The State
Historic Preservation Office extends special
congratulations to everyone involved in
achieving the recognition.

The Preserve America initiative is a White
House program to encourage and support
community efforts for the preservation and
enjoyment of America’s priceless cultural and
natural heritage. The goals of the initiative
include: a greater shared knowledge about the
Nation’s past; strengthened regional identities
and local pride; increased local participation in
preserving the country’s cultural and natural
heritage assets; and, support for the economic
vitality of our communities.

To establish its eligibility for the special status,
Oklahoma City featured the rehabilitation

of the landmark Skirvin Hotel in its Preserve
America Community application. The hotel
closed in 1988 and remained vacant and
deteriorating until the City of Oklahoma City
stepped up to facilitate its preservation. The
City formed Skirvin Solutions, purchased

the building with Community Development
Block Grant Funds, and entered into a contract
with Skirvin Partners LLC to redevelop the
hotel. The $55 million project benefited the
community in many ways, including the
generation of more than 400 construction

jobs; the creation of approximately 170
permanent hotel jobs (FTEs); the elimination
of an example of blight; the addition of 225
hotel rooms two blocks from the convention
center; increased tourism and convention
business; the preservation of one of the most
historically significant structures in the state;
increased ad valorem and sales tax revenues;
improved property values; and direct and
indirect impact on the state and local economy.
Because the project involved federal and state
rehabilitation tax credits, the developers and
their architects, Kahler Slater, Inc., worked
closely with the Oklahoma SHPO and the
National Park Service to insure the work
would meet the Secretary of the Interior’s
Standards for Rehabilitation, the resulting
rehabilitated property retains its historic
integrity for generations to come. The Skirvin
reopened for business on February 26,2007,
right on schedule.

Oklahoma City joins Ardmore, Durant,

Enid, Newkirk, Ponca City, Shawnee, Tulsa
and other Preserve America Communities to
receive national recognition for their efforts.
Other benefits include appropriate use of the
Preserve America logo on signs and promotional
materials; notification to media, state tourism
offices, and visitor bureaus; listing in a Web-
based directory to showcase preservation efforts
and highlight heritage tourism destinations;
and eligibility for grant assistance when
funding is appropriated.

Thank You!

Skirvin Hotel Photograph coun‘esy of the State Historic
Preservation Office

Skirvin Hotel Lobby Photograph courtesy of the State
Historic Preservation Office

For information about how your
community can apply for this special
recognition or for assistance with your
application, contact Glen Roberson at
405/521-6381 or groberson@okhistory.org or
Melvena Heisch at mheisch@okhistory.org.

The Preserve America Communities application
and other program information is available
at www.preserveamerica.gov.

We appreciate your 2008 - 2009 Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. membership:

Victorian
Cliff and Leslie Hudson, Oklahoma City

English Tudor
Suzette Hatfield, Oklahoma City
Julie Miner, Tulsa

International
Kay Decker, Alva
Lisa Melchior, Pryor

Colonial Revival
Pete and Jane Holcomb, Oklahoma City
National Society of the Colonial Dames
of America, Central Town, Okla. City

Arts and Crafts
Cathy Ambler, Tulsa
Mary Athens, Tulsa
Sheila Barnes, Ponca City
Bill Bleakley, Oklahoma City
Karen Bode Baxter, St. Louis, MO
Anna Marie Eddings, Norman

Sally and Don Ferrell, Chandler
Steve and Lynn Garman, Oklahoma City
Melinda Irwin, Oklahoma City
Brenda Johnston, Oklahoma City
Kim Jones, Tulsa
Ken Kelsey, Ringwood
Phil and Millie Kliewer, Cordell
Ann Lancaster, Tahlequah
Peter Noonan, St. Louis, MO
Sandra Olson, Waynoka
Tom and Fran Roach, Oklahoma City
Charles Weiner, Durant

Vernacular
Wayland and Jane Bowser, Norman
Gail and Frank Broyles, Blanchard
Bill and Mary Bryans, Stillwater
Paul and Paula Carpenter, Frederick
Jim Carrington, Tulsa
Bret and Michelle Carter, Ponca City
Courtney Cochran, Oklahoma City
Sally Heard Davies, Tulsa
T.A. and Rita Dearmon, Oklahoma City
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Delta Lambda Delta Alumnae
Chapter of Alpha Chi Omega, Ponca City
Gary and Francys Derrick, Oklahoma City

Jayne Detten, Ponca City
Karen Dye, Newkirk
Lisa Escalon, Oklahoma City
Bud Green, Nicoma Park
Jennifer Greenwell, Claremore
David Harp, Tulsa
Samantha Hoag, Waco, Texas
Ruth Ives, Tulsa
Susie Koontz, Cherokee
Tori LeDue, Oklahoma City
Sarah Ann-Helena Webb, Norman
DeeAnn Paisley, Tulsa
Scott Perkins, Bartlesville
Sydna L. Porter, Tulsa
LTC. Walter Price, Stillwater
Charles Scott, Tulsa
Gregory Thompson, Claremore
C. Craig Williams, Lawton
Brad Wilson, Norman



A Special Invitation!

Dear Fellow Preservationists,

On behalf of the staff and board of directors of Preservation Oklahoma, I would like to extend a personal invitation to each of you to join us at
our upcoming Annual Meeting and Luncheon. Our annual meeting is held in conjunction with the Statewide Preservation Conference each
year and this year we will meet at Quartz Mountain Lodge. Our speaker this year, Dr. Ken Culp, will share his research and experience about
attracting volunteers of all ages to your organization. His presentation will provide insight to staff and board members of museums, historical
societies, or other venues which rely heavily on volunteers to maintain their organization.

Also, Preservation Oklahoma has had an especially productive year and we will share a few of our highlights with you during the luncheon
meeting. We will recognize our Preservation Partners from across the state with awards for their contributions to the field. T hope to see you
at Quartz Mountain in June and encourage you to contact our office if you need additional information or assistance. Again, I appreciate

all that each of you do to protect our special places across the state! Please look for our booth when you arrive for the conference. We will be
sharing our Annual Report and other materials with conference attendees this year. For those of you who are students in the field of historic
preservation, please contact us as well as the State Historic Preservation Office for scholarship assistance to the conference. Preservation
Oklahoma will waive luncheon costs at our annual meeting for students in the field of preservation.

Respectfully,
Kay Decker, Ed.D.

President, Board of Director, Preservation Oklahoma, Inc.

Preservation Awards 2009

Preservation projects happen ONLY because of the efforts of local citizens across our state. Preservation Oklahoma would like to applaud
the work of these individuals and groups whose tenacity, courage and determination are the backbone of successful preservation projects
across Oklahoma. We are eager to compile our 2009 Preservation Awards recipients and would like to solicit your assistance. Help us identify
candidates whose work in historic preservation is noteworthy by returning the completed form below.

Two awards will be given:
1) The Award for PUBLIC LEADERSHIP.
2) The Award for ADVOCACY.

The Preservation Awards will be presented at Preservation Oklahoma’s Annual Luncheon held at the Statewide
Preservation Conference at Quartz Mountain on June 4th, 2009.

Name of Candidate (Individual or Group):

Award Category (Public Leadership or Advocacy):

Candidate’s Address:

Candidate’s Telephone and Email:

Name of person/group nominating candidate:

Nominator’s telephone and email:

On a separate piece of paper, in 150 words or less, please describe why you believe this candidate should receive this award.
Feel free to attach additional sheets of paper and letters of recommendation.

Please return this form to:
Preservation Oklahoma, Inc.
405 N'W 15th

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103

For more information, contact Dr. Sheila Barnes, Executive Director, Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. at preservationok@preservationok.org

Deadline May 1, 2009
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SHPO Announces May Workshops

The Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office is pleased

to announce its May workshop series. The sessions will be

held May 13-15 in the Student Center Building (Ranger
Room, ground floor), Northwestern Oklahoma State
University, 709 Oklahoma Blvd., Alva, OK (visitor parking
lot north of Herod Hall/Administration Building).

The workshops are free and open to the public, but we
ask that you register by 5:00pm, Wednesday, May 6. To
register and inquire about lodging, contact Betty Harris

at 405/521-6249 or bharris@okhistory.org. You may also

register online at www.okhistory.org/shpo/workshops.php.

Registered architects who attend these workshops can earn
American Institute of Architects Continuing Education
System (AIA/CES) learning unit hours. Contact your local
ATIA chapter to self-report your attendance.

If you have questions about any of the workshops, contact
Melvena Heisch, Deputy SHPO, at 405/522-4484 or
mheisch@okhistory.org.

Workshop Schedule and Descriptions

May 13 (9:30am-12:00noon)
The Section 106 Review Process:
Introduction and Overview

The half-day workshop provides the basics
about Section 106 of the National Historic
Preservation Act and how the process works
in Oklahoma. Specific topics include who
is responsible for Section 106 compliance,
when does Section 106 apply, what is the
State Historic Preservation Office’s role

in the process, what other agencies are
involved, what is a historic property, and
what happens when a project will affect

a historic property. The workshop is
designed as a stand-alone session and as a
companion to Determination of Eligibility
under Section 106. Participants should
also consider attending The Secretary’s
Standards and Guidelines for Rehabilitating
Historic Buildings.

May 13 (1:30pm-5:00pm)
Determination of Eligibility
under Section 106

The session provides a step-by-step
description of how to document

standing structures for the State Historic
Preservation Office’s review. Specific
topics include a discussion of the National
Register of Historic Places Criteria for
Evaluation, how to complete the Historic
Preservation Resource Identification
Form, photograph requirements, what a
determination of eligibility means, how

differences of opinion about eligibility
are resolved, and when consultants

may be helpful to agencies in preparing
documentation for the Section 106
process. The session is designed as a
stand-alone workshop or as a companion
to The Section 106 Review Process:
Introduction and Overview. Participants
should also consider attending The
Secretary’s Standards and Guidelines for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.

May 14 (9:30am-5:00pm)
Working with the National Register
of Historic Places

The National Register of Historic Places is
the foundation of the SHPO’s programs,
and a basic understanding of the register
is essential for those involved in historic
preservation at all levels of government
and in the private sector. The workshop
provides detailed information about the
National Register criteria, what listing
means, the rights of property owners in
the nomination process, tips for preparing
successful nominations, and much more.

May 15 (9:30am-12:00no0n)
Federal and State Tax Incentives for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings

In this workshop participants will learn
about the federal and state investment

tax credits for certified rehabilitation of
a certified historic structure. A detailed

discussion of the Historic Preservation
Certification Application, Parts 1, 2, and
3 will guide owners and developers in
successfully preparing the information
needed for the State Historic Preservation
Office to review the project and for the
National Park Service to certify it. This
session is designed as a stand-alone
workshop or as a companion to the
Secretary’s Standards and Guidelines for
Rehabilitating Historic Buildings.

May 15 (1:30pm-5:00pm)
The Secretary’s Standards and Guidelines
for Rehabilitating Historic Buildings

The half-day workshop features a
thorough discussion of the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines
for Rehabilitation. Generally referred to
as The Standards, these commonsense
principles are widely used in the historic
preservation field. Whether you are
involved in a rehabilitation project

for the 20% federal and 20% state

tax credits, planning a rehabilitation
project funded with federal assistance,
serving on a local historic preservation
commission, or just wanting to know
the best approach to rehabilitating your
historic private home, you will find

this session invaluable. It is designed

as a stand-alone workshop and as a
companion to Federal and State Tax
Incentives for Rehabilitation.
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preservationoklahoma
405 Northwest Fifteenth Street
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103

Save the Date!

This Place Matters Tours of Homes and Places
Alva, Oklahoma

The tour will begin at 1:00 p.m. on May 2, 2009
Advance tickets are $15.00 per person and at the door the

price will be $18.00 per person.

For more information, please contact
Dr. Kay Decker at 580-327-7649 or by email
at kldecker@nwosu.edu or
Dr. Sheila Barnes by email

at preservationok@preservationok.org.
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Return Service Requested

Join Preservation Oklahoma today

and become a member of the Statewide Preservation Network.

Preservation Oklahoma'’s goal is to encourage the preservation of
Oklahoma'’s historic places through advocacy, education and leadership.

As a member, you become part of a vital network of individuals and
organizations working to rebuild communities, strengthen neighborhoods,
restore historic properties...you become part of Oklahoma’s future.

name

address

city | state | zip

phone

email

from (if gift)

O Victorian $10,000 or more Mail, along with check, to:
O English Tudor $1,000 - $9,999 Preservation Oklahoma, Inc.
O International $500 - $999 405 Northwest Fifteenth Street
O Colonial Revival $250 - $499 Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103
O Arts and Crafts $100 - $249
Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization.
O Vernacular up to $100 ip contributions are tax deductibl




