












PRESERVATION OKLAHOMA NEWS, October 2009     

The Oklahoma State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO) is pleased to announce the 
completion of three important architectural/
historic survey projects in September.  All three 
were identified as priorities in the SHPO’s FY 
2008 annual Historic Preservation Fund grant 
application to the U. S. Department of the 
Interior, National Park Service.

Surveys identify, record, and evaluate resources 
for National Register of Historic Places 
eligibility.  They form the basis of effective local 
and statewide preservation programs. 
The Tulsa Survey project area included the City’s 
central core within the Inner Dispersal Loop 
(IDL), bounded by I-244, US-412, US-64, and 
SH-51.  Funding for the intensive level survey 
was from the SHPO’s HPF grant (60% of 
project costs) and nonfederal matching share 
provided by the City of Tulsa and the National 
Trust for Historic Preservation (40% of total 
project costs). 

The City of Tulsa contracted with Cathy 
Ambler, Preservation Consultant and Elizabeth 
Rosin, Rosin Preservation, LLC, to complete 
the project.  They documented over five hundred 
individual resources and identified twelve 
potential historic districts in the IDL.

With its annual grant from the SHPO’s 
Certified Local Governments (CLG) Program, 
the City of Oklahoma City surveyed a core 
portion of the City’s downtown this summer.   
The City retained Sally Schwenk Associates, 
Inc. to carry out the first phase of this multi-year 
endeavor.  Over 200 buildings were recorded 
during this intensive level survey project.  

Finally, with the increasing concern about 
preservation and redevelopment of recent 
past resources, the SHPO determined that 
a survey of Oklahoma City’s wealth of 
Modern architecture was essential.  Over the 
past months, the SHPO staff conducted a 
reconnaissance level survey of commercial and 
public buildings constructed between 1945 
and 1971.  Staff documented approximately 
200 resources within the survey area roughly 
bounded by I-44 to the north and west, I-35 to 
the east, and I-240 to the south. 

Each project resulted in a detailed report, 
and forms and photographs of each property.  
The materials are on file with the SHPO and 
will be added to the SHPO’s online database 
over the next few months.  The SHPO, the 
City of Oklahoma City, and the City of 
Tulsa look forward to using the survey results 

in a number of planning efforts and to 
nominating many of them to the National 
Register.
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Documenting Historic Architecture in OKC and Tulsa

Preservation Oklahoma’s Community 
Partnership Program has been a huge success 
over the past six months.  Last March, the 
first “This Place Matters” tour was held in 
Muskogee and in May a “This Place Matters” 
tour of historic structures was held in Alva.  
On August 30th, POK co-sponsored a “This 
Place Matters” lecture with the Freedom 
Museum.  Over sixty participants listened 
to Dr. K.C. Kraft, State Archaeologist 

with USDA-NRCS, and Dr. Bob Brooks, 
State Archaeologist with the Oklahoma 
Archaeological Survey.  Dr. Kraft and Dr. 
Brooks presented programs about their 
agencies and their role in preservation. The 
Burnham Dig, located about twelve miles 
northwest of Freedom, was also discussed.   
The Burnham Dig is one of the most 
significant findings in the United States and 
the Freedom Museum houses the Burnham 
Dig artifacts in a Smithsonian quality exhibit.  
Participants were given the opportunity 
to share found artifacts with the two 
archaeologists at the close of the presentation.  

On September 12th, a “This Place Matters” 
tour in Hobart featured eight historic buildings, 
including commercial, residential, and civic 
structures such as the former JC Penney’s 
Building, the Masonic Lodge, and the former 
Johnny Lemon (now Louis and Gwen Sims) 
home.  The properties illustrated all states 
of preservation, from carefully restored, 
to adaptively reused, to works in progress.  

Volunteers, under the leadership of Stephen 
Boyd of Hobart’s Main Street program, were 
stationed at each property and told visitors about 
the buildings’ history and preservation.  The 
tour illustrated the history and development 
of  Hobart, and highlighted the town’s 
commitment to a vital and active downtown.  
Despite the first big rainstorm in several weeks, 
participants from the community and as far as 
El Reno and Bethany attended the event, which 
concluded with a reception at the First United 
Methodist Church.

These events brought new faces to the 
participating communities and also introduced 
many to the preservation work and mission of 
POK.  POK encourages historical societies, 
museums, Main Street programs and other civic 
organizations to contact the office to learn more 
about opportunities which exist to protect and 
advocate for historic preservation across the 
state.  Please contact the POK office to visit with 
Executive Director Katie McLaughlin about 
partnership programs.

Preservation Oklahoma’s Community Partnership Program—
“�is Place Matters” Lecture In Freedom and Tour in Hobart
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Board of Directors
Join Preservation Oklahoma today
and become a member of the Statewide Preservation Network.

Preservation Oklahoma’s goal is to encourage the preservation of
Oklahoma’s historic places through advocacy, education and leadership.

As a member, you become part of a vital network of individuals and
organizations working to rebuild communities, strengthen neighborhoods,
restore historic properties...you become part of Oklahoma’s future.

name

address

city | state | zip

phone

email

from (if gift)

Partner   $10,000 or more

Benefactor   $1,000–$9,999

Patron   $500–$999

Sponsor   $250 –$499

Associate   $100–$249

Friend   up to $100

Mail, along with check, to:

Preservation Oklahoma, Inc.

405 Northwest Fifteenth Street

Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73103

Preservation Oklahoma, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) organization.
Membership contributions are tax deductible.
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Victorian  $10,000 or more
English Tudor  $1,000 - $9,999
International  $500 - $999
Colonial Revival  $250 - $499
Arts and Crafts  $100 - $249
Vernacular  up to $100

Save the Date!
The mission of Preservation Oklahoma

is to promote preservation statewide.October 24, 2009
“This Place Matters” Learn about POK
and more at the Talihina Fall Festival

Downtown Talihina
Contact Talihina Chamber of Commerce at 918.567.3434

or Preservation Oklahoma for more information

November 17-19, 2009
National Preservation Institute Workshop

“Cultural and Natural Resources:
An Integrated Management Strategy”

Oklahoma City
Contact Jere Gibber at 703.765.1000 or info@npi.org

for more information.

November 21, 2009
“This Place Matters Tour” in Durant

Tours will begin at the Robert L. Williams Public Library
December 9-11, 2009

SHPO Fall Workshop Series
Oklahoma History Center, Oklahoma City

See p. 6 article for more information.

January/February 2010
POK’s 2010 Endangered Historic Places List 

Announcement Event
Date and Location TBA

Check POK’s calendar at www.preservationok.org for updates.


