“An Act to promote the comfort of passengers on railroads, street cars, urban,
interurban, suburban cars, and at railroad stations”: Oklahoma’s Senate Bill 1
Inquiry Design Model (IDM) Blueprint™
Prior to implementing this lesson plan and its primary sources, review “Selecting Primary Sources: Criteria for
Classroom Use” to determine if these selections are appropriate for your classroom. Many sources are included so
that instructors may select based on their knowledge of their students.
https://primarysourcenexus.org/2012/04/selecting-primary-sources-criteria-to-consider/
Compelling Question

How do we determine what is important?
OKH.5.2 Examine multiple points of view regarding the evolution of race relations in
Oklahoma, including:

Standards and Practices

Staging the Question

B. passage of Senate Bill 1 establishing Jim Crow Laws
Practice 2. Analyze and Address Authentic Civic Issues
Students will utilize interdisciplinary tools and master the basic concepts of the social studies in
order to acquire and apply content understanding in all related fields of study.
Teacher will ask students what laws brand new states might consider passing. Teacher will
observe the first few laws passed would probably be considered very important to the people of
the state. Teacher will show photograph of signing of the Jim Crow law, sharing that this
segregation law was the first law passed once Oklahoma became a state.
https://gateway.okhistory.org/ark:/67531/metadc231947/
Supporting Question 1

What opportunities and challenges did African Americans face as the twentieth century began?
Formative Performance Task
Students will use the featured sources to create a T-Chart describing the opportunities and challenges of the time
for African Americans.
Students need to understand that white supremacy is powerful nationwide at the beginning of the twentieth
century. They need to be aware that from 1896-1907, African Americans began moving out of the South, into cities,
and built institutions and wealth. They did this within a framework of severe limitations, as the Plessy decision
allowed cities and states to enact comprehensive systems of segregation, while smaller groups of actors repeatedly
used violence against African Americans. The primary sources offer images of African American life that should
allow students to recognize that African American experiences and material wealth varied. The secondary sources
provide context and information on the challenges facing African Americans.
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Featured Sources
P. “W. E. B. Du Bois’ Hand-Drawn Infographics of African-American Life, 1900”
https://publicdomainreview.org/collection/w-e-b-du-bois-hand-drawn-infographics-of-african-american-life-1900

P. “On the Beach, the Kids’ Ball Game, 1904-1910” https://www.historicnewengland.org/explore/collectionsaccess/gusn/189873/

P. “African American Sharecroppers, 1907” https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/americanexperience/features/emmettsharecropping-mississippi/
P. “Cowboy”
http://www.inmotionaame.org/gallery/large.cfm?migration=6&topic=99&id=434233&type=image&metadata=
&page=3
P. “Buffalo Soldiers”
http://www.inmotionaame.org/gallery/large.cfm?migration=6&topic=99&id=434466&type=image&metadata=
&page=5
P. “Homesteaders”
http://www.inmotionaame.org/gallery/large.cfm?migration=6&topic=99&id=434377&type=image&metadata=
&page=3
P. “East Side Pharmacy, Tennessee, 1907 “https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47dd-f3de-a3d9-e040e00a18064a99
P. “Skaters at Rock Creek, 1905,”
https://collections.si.edu/search/detail/edanmdm:siris_sic_9266?q=record_ID%3Dsiris_sic_9266&record=1&hl
term=record_ID%3Dsiris_sic_9266
P. “African American Girl with Teddy Bear, 1900.”
https://collections.ctdigitalarchive.org/islandora/object/40002:14021
P. “Mrs. Frances Smith; Keeper of Boarding House, Battle Creek, Mich., 1907.”
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df -a1e5-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
P. “Mrs. Anna Nemor; A great business woman, 1907.”
https://digitalcollections.nypl.org/items/510d47df -a1d8-a3d9-e040-e00a18064a99
P. “African American class, 1906.” https://www.loc.gov/item/2002717904/
P. “Howard Law School Graduates, 1900.” https://www.loc.gov/item/2001699684/
P. “Mechanical Drawing at Tuskegee, 190 2.” https://www.loc.gov/item/2014646488/
S. “African American Timeline, 1901-1925.” https://www.loc.gov/collections/african-american-perspectives-rarebooks/articles-and-essays/timeline-of-african-american-history/1901-to-1925/
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S. “Background: African American Experience at the Beginning of the Twentieth Century.” (included)
Supporting Question 2
As Oklahoma becomes a state, to what degree do leaders and their supporters in Oklahoma share in the racism of
the nation?
Formative Performance Task
Students will briefly answer the questions: After reading the Daily Oklahoman articles, what arguments did
supporters of the Jim Crow law use to try and convince others it was necessary? What arguments did the opposition
use?
Students need to understand the Oklahoma legislators and their supporters shared racist beliefs with other
Americans and acted upon those beliefs. Students will read the newspaper articles and identify the central
arguments used to gain support for the Jim Crow legislation. They will read a brief article on the law that informs
them of the outcome.
Featured Sources
P. “Gives Justice to Both the Races.” Editorial by Roy E. Stafford. Daily Oklahoman, September 13, 1907. (Included)
P. Muskogee Cimeter, December 20, 1907. (Included)
P. Orlando Clipper, December 13, 1907. (Included)
P. “Jim Crow Bill.” Letter to Editor by Joe Sherman. Fairview Republican, December 27, 1907. (Included)
P. “The Jim Crow Bill.” Tulsa Democrat, December 6, 1907. (Included)
P. “An Open Letter.” T. S. E. Brown and B. C. Franklin. Daily Ardmoreite, December 18, 1907. (Included)
S. Larry O'Dell, "Senate Bill One," The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture,
https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=SE017 .
Summative Performance Task
Argument
Students will respond to “In what ways did Oklahoma’s politicians and their constituents align with the dominant,
national, white perspective on African Americans? Did you identify any differences?” with a strong thesis and
specific, historical information to support their claims in an essay outline or verbal defense.
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Extension
What other measures do the architects of Oklahoma statehood pass to create a system of segregation in
Oklahoma?
*Denial of Women’s suffrage
Brown, Diane. “How Women Got the Vote in Oklahoma.” League of Women Voters, 1978.
https://my.lwv.org/sites/default/files/howwomengotvote.pdf

*Defeat of African American legislator
Bruce, Michael L., "Hamlin, Albert Comstock," The Encyclopedia of Oklahoma History and Culture,

https://www.okhistory.org/publications/enc/entry.php?entry=HA015
*Grandfather Clause
Jager, S. (2012, August 19) Guinn v. United States (1915). Retrieved from https://www.blackpast.org/african-american-

history/guinn-v-united-states-1915/
Taking Informed Action
Students can educate themselves about techniques and issues surrounding misinformation today.
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Background:
African American Experience at the beginning of the twentieth century

Plessy v. Ferguson and an expansion of Jim Crow segregation
In 1892, Homer Plessy challenged a Louisiana law enacting a “whites only” car in the first-class section of railway
cars. This case reached the United States Supreme Court and the decision established the doctrine of “separate but
equal” in public facilities. The opinion’s author, Justice Henry Billings Brown, argued that separate treatment did
not automatically result in unequal status. He stated that governments have the authority to make laws like this to
protect the peace. 1 Cities and states throughout the South and West began passing segregation laws that strictly
separated African Americans from whites in public facilities and private businesses. They were not afforded
“separate but equal” alternatives, either. In Alabama, one county spent $15 on every white child’s education and 33¢
for each African American student.2 City governments refused to build parks in African American neighborhoods
and those residents remained barred from the white parks. Laws and ordinances required segregation in hospitals
and ambulances; most communities could not afford two separate health care systems, so they usually fully funded
the white one and left the one serving the African American community to fend for itself. Most communities kept a
separate Bible for African Americans to swear on before testifying.

Disenfranchisement*
Because the Fifteenth Amendment granted the right to vote to African American men, it became increasingly
important for the governments that built these systems of inequality and segregation to prevent African Americans
from voting; otherwise, they would vote for people who promised to get rid of those laws. Communities did this
through a variety of methods. Many passed a poll tax that required paying a fee to vote. This eliminated a sizable
number of rural sharecroppers because they did not have the money, however modest the tax, to spare. Many other
communities used the literacy test to limit African American voting. This method took advantage of the limits in
educational opportunity because of slavery and the minimal funding offered to African American public education
during this time. In addition, the literacy test required the test taker to both read and “correctly” interpret any
passage in the United States or state constitution. Whether the test taker “correctly” interpreted the passage fell
upon the registrar, who knew to refuse African Americans regardless of how they answered. *In the nineteenth
century, “franchise” meant the vote.
Violence
The most important tool used to ensure that African Americans stayed away from the polls was also used to ensure
that they conformed to segregation laws without protesting. Whites also employed violence against African
Americans to scare them away from competing for jobs and housing in cities. Although whites directed many
different types of violence against both individuals and groups since the days of slavery, lynching and riots emerged
as two major forms of violence. Lynching is the killing of a person by a group that lacks the legal authority to do so.
In the South, white communities rapidly embraced lynching as an instrument of terror to use on the African
American community. Individuals that became targets of lynch mobs never had the opportunity to defend
themselves. The white mobs used horrific violence to kill the victim and, white communities viewed watching a
lynching an entertaining, family activity. In urban centers, another form of racist violence, riots, erupted in 1906 and
1908. In Atlanta in 1906, white mobs formed after newspapers published numerous false stories about black men

1

Plessy v. Ferguson. Oyez. Accessed April 10, 2020. https://www.oyez.org/cases/1850-1900/163us537.
Norrell, Robert J.. The House I Live In: Race in the American Century. Cary: Oxford University Press USA - OSO, 2006. Accessed April
10, 2020. ProQuest Ebook Central.
2
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attacking white women. These mobs attacked people, killed more than a dozen people, and injured hundreds.3 In
1908, more allegations of black men attacking white women resulted in a mob of about 5,000 whites resulted in the
burning of African American neighborhoods and businesses and the killing of two African American men.

Movement and Change
The hostility exhibited by white neighbors and expanding opportunities in cities fueled a sustained outmigration of
African Americans from the rural South. Some elected to move west to the growing All-Black towns in Oklahoma
and Kansas while others moved to cities in both the South and the North. Overcrowded and expensive living
conditions and the effort of white workers to block African Americans from accessing industrial jobs on an equal
footing meant conditions remained challenging for African Americans. However, this movement did build wealth
and opportunity in the African American community. Some, such as Madame C. J. Walker and Maggie Walker
became wealthy entrepreneurs and business operators. Others trained at historically black colleges like Howard
University to become doctors, lawyers, and chemists. Thriving middle and upper classes developed and institutions,
such as the NAACP, faith-based institutions, and the black press, developed to support African Americans
throughout the United States.

3

“Atlanta Race Riot of 1906.” Sweet Auburn Avenue. http://sweetauburn.us/rings/raceriot.htm
“Springfield Race Riot, 1908.” Illinois State Museum,
http://www.museum.state.il.us/RiverWeb/landings/Ambot/Archives/vignettes/people/Springfield_20Race_20Riot.html
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Graphic Organizer:
Oklahoma’s Senate Bill 1
Part 1
Opportunities

Challenges

Part 2
After reading the articles, what arguments did supporters of the Jim Crow law use to convince others it was
necessary?

What arguments did the opposition use?
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Primary Source:

The Daily Oklahoman, September 13, 1907

Oklahoma’s Senate Bill 1

OHC EDU | 8
May 2020

Primary Source:

The Daily Oklahoman, September 13, 1907
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Primary Source:

Muskogee Cimeter, December 20, 1907
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Primary Source:

Orlando Clipper, December 13, 1907
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Primary Source:

Fairview Republican, December 27, 1907
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Primary Source

Tulsa Democrat, December 6, 1907
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Primary Source:

Daily Ardmoreite, December
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Primary Source:

Daily Ardmoreite, December 18, 1907

Oklahoma’s Senate Bill 1

OHC EDU |
15
May 2020

Primary Source:

Daily Ardmoreite, December 18, 1907
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Daily Ardmoreite, December 18, 1907
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Rubric for Summative Assessment
Did student answer the question with a clearly stated thesis?
Complex
Yes

Thesis Section

No

Points Possible

Embedded but not clearly stated

Points Awarded

Did student include at least three specific pieces of historical information as evidence to support the major points?
Comprehensive
Yes

Evidence Section

No

Points Possible

Incomplete

Points Awarded

Did student explain how the historical information demonstrated the major points?
Complex

Oklahoma’s Senate Bill 1

Yes

Analysis Section

No

Points Possible

Partial Analysis

Points Awarded
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