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The first spacewalk image (courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration). 

Do you dream of being an astronaut someday? There are boys and girls raised in Oklahoma, maybe even from 
your hometown, who became astronauts! Many more Oklahomans contributed to the United States space pro-
grams as scientists, engineers, politicians, and more. In fact, Oklahomans have been involved in every phase of 
the US space program. The pioneer spirit that started with the land runs continues as these Oklahomans explore 
the frontier of space. 

Have you ever looked up at the night sky? When you do, you are looking into outer space, which has stars, planets, 
and comets. We live on the planet Earth. Earth is part of our solar system. A solar system has planets that circle 
the sun. Do you know the planets in our solar system? They are Mercury, Venus, Earth, Mars, Jupiter, Saturn, 
Uranus, and Neptune. Scientists once considered Pluto a planet, but in 2006 they decided it was too small to be a 
planet. Instead, it is now considered a dwarf planet. Scientists study space in different ways. For example, we can 
look into telescopes to look at space from earth, astronauts travel to space in rockets, and scientists send robots 
to take measurements and samples.  
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Our Solar System (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration)  

This site allows you to meet astronauts and other Oklahomans that were a part of the space program. First, read the back-

ground page for information about being an astronaut. Second, click on the pictures of Oklahoman astronauts to learn more 

about them. The other Oklahomans page briefly describes Oklahomans who also helped the space program in other ways. 

The programs page tells you about different space programs and how Oklahomans have participated in them. You can also 

use the glossary for a list of words you should know after reading the other pages. Be sure to use this list if you come across 

a word on the site that you do not know. You can then click on the bibliography link to find online resources, children's 

books, and other books about space. The activities page has coloring sheets and other activities that you can do individually 

or as part of a group!  
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Space shuttle tiles on loan courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration.  

Astronaut food on loan courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration.  
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Background 

NASA logo (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  

Astronauts and other scientists work for the National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration, known as NASA. Astronauts could not travel to 

space without the hard work of people who work at NASA. These are 

scientists, engineers, mathematicians, physicists, computer scientists, and 

more. While there are many astronauts from Oklahoma, many other 

Oklahomans have worked at NASA and contributed to the effort to 

explore space. For example, Charles Hayes from Wellston, Oklahoma, 

trained astronauts to fly spacecraft. Charles Hobson Dry from Ardmore, 

Oklahoma, helped test space suits to make sure they were safe and that 

astronauts could move in them to complete their tasks. Carole Ann 

McLemore from Tulsa, Oklahoma, helped design spare parts for the 

International Space Station. Jeffrey Morgan Moore, who attended the 

University of Oklahoma, is a scientist who studies rocks and soil from 

Mars and Jupiter. Charles R. Thomas, from Ada, Oklahoma, was a com-

puter programmer who worked on the Apollo program. Gary L. Tesch 

from El Reno, Oklahoma, worked as a lawyer for NASA.  

Astronauts could not get to space without the help those who work in this Mission Control Center in 

Houston, Texas (22311.S-64-33119, Jerry Elliott Collection, OHS).  

Space exploration began in the 1950s during a period called the Cold War. During this time, the United States and Russia 

(known then as the Soviets) were enemies. They competed to be the most powerful country in the world by developing 

stronger weapons. Americans were afraid that the Soviets would attack the United States. The two countries also competed to 

have better technology, and this included the technology to explore space. This became known as the space race. Eventually, 

the United States and Russia decided it would be easier if they worked together to explore space. This cooperation helped end 

the Cold War and led to our increasing knowledge about space.  
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Biographies 

Date of Birth: March 6, 1927 

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Shawnee, Oklahoma 

Missions: Mercury and Gemini 5 

Cooper's nickname is Gordo. His grandmother came to Oklahoma in 

the 1880s and lived long enough to see him go to space. By age eight 

Cooper could fly the family airplane. He joined the Marines in World 

War II and transferred to the Air Force in 1949. NASA selected him to 

be an astronaut in 1959. During re-entry to earth on the Faith 7 the 

automatic controls failed and he had to manually take over flying. He 

landed successfully. Cooper helped prove humans can survive in space 

long enough for a round trip to the moon on the Gemini 5 mission. 

He spent 222 hours total in space. Leroy Cooper died on October 4, 

2004. 

Leroy Gordon Cooper Jr. 
Leroy Gordon Cooper Jr. (image courtesy of National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration). 

Mercury 7 astronauts; Cooper is second from the left (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Admin-

istration).  



 

Oklahomans in Space | 6 

Leroy Gordon Cooper "Welcome Back to Earth" button (2003.095.004, Bill 

Moore Collection, OHS).  

Mercury 7 astronauts (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration).  
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The original Mercury astronauts; Cooper is sitting to the far right (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration).  

Oklahoma Senator Kerr with Leroy Gordon Cooper (middle) (22668.2, 

Carter Bradley Collection, OHS).  
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Thomas Stafford 

Tom Stafford (image courtesy of National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration).  

Date of Birth: September 17, 1930 

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Weatherford, Oklahoma 

Missions:  
Gemini 6 
Gemini 9 
Apollo 11  
Apollo-Soyuz 

Stafford joined the US Naval Academy and later joined the US Air 

Force. His first flight was on the Gemini 6 mission. He and his co-

pilot, Walter Schirra, proved that it is possible for two spacecraft to 

fly near one another to dock like a ship and connect. The Gemini 6 

came within one foot of Gemini 7. Stafford's next mission came un-

expectedly when the crew of Gemini 9 died tragically in a plane 

crash. Stafford was part of the backup crew that allowed the mission 

to continue. While on the Gemini 9, his partner Eugene Cernan was 

doing a spacewalk when his face shield fogged over and communica-

tions started to fail. Stafford was able to talk him back inside, saving 

Cernan's life. 

On his next mission, Apollo 10 in 1969, he flew in the largest rocket 

ever built, the Saturn V. This flight helped prepare for the future mis-

sion to walk on the moon. For his last mission on Apollo-Soyuz,  

Stafford performed the first international rendezvous and docking. The astronauts met and worked together with two Rus-

sian cosmonauts. When they met, Stafford and Russian Alexei Leonov shook hands, known as the "handshake in space," 

which helped begin the ending of the Cold War and allowed the Russians and Americans to work together in space. Altogeth-

er, Stafford spent 407 hours and forty-three minutes in space.  

Stafford Air & Space Museum 

The Stafford Air & Space Museum is located in Weatherford, Oklahoma, the hometown of legendary astronaut and aviation 

pioneer General Thomas P. Stafford. Housing one of the finest collections of aviation and space flight exhibits in the central 

United States, the museum features a large series of aeronautical and space artifacts. The museum features an exhibit area for 

the Gemini, Apollo, and space shuttle programs featuring artifacts from each mission. Visit www.staffordmuseum.com to 

find out more.  

A picture of Gemini spacecraft autographed 

by Thomas Stafford (22668.4, Carter Bradley 

Collection, OHS).  

http://www.staffordmuseum.com/
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Stafford touching Snoopy, the mission's mascot, for good luck (image courtesy of National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration).  

Astronauts during training, including Thomas Stafford (standing, left) (image courtesy 

of National Aeronautics and Space Administration).  
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Stafford and Cosmonaut Leonov, 1975 (18220.l11.0, Jerry Elliott Collection, OHS).  

Thomas Stafford speaking at the Oklahoma Historical Society 

(19687.HS.OHS.EV.1.21, Chester R. Cowen Collection, OHS).  
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Fred Haise 

Fred Haise (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  

Date of Birth: November 14, 1933 

Oklahoma Connection: Joined the Oklahoma Air National Guard 
and attended the University of Oklahoma. 

Missions: Apollo 13 

Haise began his military career in 1952 and afterward joined the Ok-

lahoma Air National Guard. Later he graduated from the University 

of Oklahoma. He then joined the US Air Force. NASA selected him 

as an astronaut in 1966. He was the Lunar Module pilot for the Apol-

lo 13 mission. The mission was supposed to last ten days and they 

were to land on the moon. While on their way to the moon and just a 

few days into the mission, there was an explosion in the command 

module and they noticed gas leaking into space. The service module 

oxygen tank had failed. This was very dangerous because the astro-

nauts were 200,000 miles from earth. They were not sure if they 

would make it home. The astronauts got out of the command mod-

ule and into the lunar module, closing off the command module. 

They had to conserve electricity, food, and water to survive the rest 

of the way home.  There were also problems with the navigation sys-

tems, but Haise turned around and flew everyone back, where they 

landed on earth safely. Despite this heroism, Haise was disappointed 

that he did not make it to the moon. In total, Haise spent 142 hours 

and fifty-four minutes in space.  

Apollo 13 crew; Fred Haise on far right (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration).  
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The flight director watches Apollo 13 astronaut and lunar module pilot Fred Haise on screen in 

the Mission Operations Control Room. Shortly after, an explosion occurred that threatened the 

lives of the crew (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration).  
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Stuart Allen Roosa 

Stuart Allen Roosa (image courtesy of National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration).  

Date of Birth: August 16, 1933 

Oklahoma Connection: As a boy, he and his family moved from Colo-
rado to Claremore, Oklahoma, where he attended high school. 

Missions: Apollo 14 

As a boy Roosa always wanted to be a pilot when he grew up. As a teen-

ager, he worked for the US Forest Service fighting fires. He later joined 

the US Air Force. He served as the Command Module pilot on Apollo 

14, which went to the moon. Roosa orbited the moon while the other 

two astronauts walked on the moon. He spent 217 hours in space, thirty-

three of which were spent orbiting the moon. Roosa died on December 

12, 1994. 

The Apollo 14 Command Module with astronaut Stuart A. Roosa landing in the Pacific 

Ocean (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration).  
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Owen Garriott 

Owen Garriott (image courtesy of National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration).  

Date of Birth: November 22, 1930 

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Enid, Oklahoma 

Missions:  
Skylab-3 
STS-9/Spacelab-1 

In high school, Garriott worked at a radio station as an engineer. He 

also earned his amateur radio license. He joined the US Navy ROTC in 

college and then served as an electronics officer until 1956. He earned 

his PhD from Stanford University in 1960 in electrical engineering. For 

the Skylab-3 mission he flew on the Saturn I-B rocket in 1973 where he 

conducted many experiments. He was a mission specialist on the space 

shuttle Columbia, which is part of Spacelab. On this mission, he conduct-

ed the first amateur radio operations using his own call letters. He spent 

1,674 hours and fifty-six minutes in space. 

Skylab 3 astronaut Owen Garriott on a spacewalk (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  
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Skylab 2 mission patch and accompanying document with patch descrip-

tion by Alan L. Bean, Owen K. Garriott, and Jack R. Lousma (M2007.76, 

George Nigh Collection, OHS).  

Owen Garriott, back left (22311.S.72.17482, Jerry Elliott Collection, OHS).  
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William Pogue 

Date of Birth: January 23, 1930 

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Okemah, Oklahoma 

Missions: Skylab 4 

Born in Okemah, Pogue grew up in Sand Springs, Oklahoma. He 

attended Oklahoma Baptist University and later earned got his Mas-

ters of Science from Oklahoma A&M (now Oklahoma State Uni-

versity). He joined the US Air Force and fought in the Korean War. 

From 1955–57 Pogue was a member of the US Air Force Thunder-

birds. He became a pilot for Skylab 4 and went to space on 

the Saturn I-B rocket. This was the last and longest of the Skylab 

missions. Pogue spent 2,017 hours in space. 

William Pogue (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  

Pogue is balanced on one finger by another astronaut 

(image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration).  
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Presentation flag carried on Skylab 2 by William Pogue to commemorate all the Indian tribes in Oklaho-

ma (1974.007, Col. William R. Pogue Collection, OHS).  
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Shannon Lucid 

Shannon Lucid (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  

Date of Birth: January 14, 1943 

Oklahoma Connection: Raised in Bethany, Oklahoma 

Missions:  
STS-51G 
STS-34 
STS-43  
STS-58 
STS-76 

Lucid's parents were missionaries in China when Lucid was born in 

Shanghai. As an infant, the Japanese Army held her and her family 

captive in a prison camp. Her parents came back to the United 

States and Lucid grew up in Bethany, Oklahoma. She attended the 

University of Oklahoma and received her BS, MS, and PhD in bio-

chemistry. While in college, Lucid also took flying lessons. Later, 

NASA selected her as one of the first female astronauts. She went 

on many missions and conducted experiments. Her last mission 

was as an engineer on the Russian Space Station, Mir. Since the 

Cold War had ended, Russians and Americans were cooperating 

with each other. 

Shannon Lucid's polo shirt (1999.057.001, Shannon 

Lucid Collection, OHS).  

First female astronaut candidates, 1978; Lucid on far left (image courtesy of National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration).  
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John Herrington 

John Herrington (image courtesy of Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-

tion)  

Date of Birth: September 14, 1958 

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Wetumka, Oklahoma 

Missions: STS-113 

Herrington is a Chickasaw Indian. He earned a BS from the University of Colora-

do. He joined the Navy and learned to fly airplanes and later MS degree from the 

US Navy Postgraduate School. Herrington flew in the shuttle Endeavor to the Inter-

national Space Station as a mission specialist where he installed new parts on the 

space station. Herrington was the first American Indian to go to space. He spent 

330 hours and 47 minutes in space. 

Excerpt from The Daily Oklahoman article "First Indian in space began journey in state" Tuesday, September 10, 2002.  
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Other Oklahomans 

 
Carole Ann McLemore 
 
Oklahoma Connection: Born in Tulsa, Oklahoma, in 1960 

Carole Ann McLemore began working as an engineer at NASA in 1985. She helped design the International Space Station 
and continues working as a project manager of the In-Situ Resource Utilization, Fabrication and Repair, and Dust activites 
at the NASA/Marshall Space Flight Center. 

 

James Webb 

Oklahoma Connection: Moved to Oklahoma in 1953 

James Webb moved to Oklahoma City to work for Kerr McGee. In 1961 he became the 

administrator of NASA under President John F. Kennedy. He served until 1968, helping to 

get the first man on the moon. 

James Webb (image courtesy of 

National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration).  

Jerry Elliott 

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 

Jerry Elliott is a Cherokee and Osage Indian. As a child he had 

a vision that he would help get people to the moon. He be-

came an engineer for NASA in 1966. He worked on the Gemi-

ni, Apollo, and Space Shuttle programs. He was working in 

Mission Control when Apollo 11 landed on the moon. He also 

founded the American Indian Science and Engineering Socie-

ty. 

Jerry Elliott with Iron Eyes Cody and the Apollo-Soyuz docking mod-

ule (22311.80.11.3.7, Jerry Elliott Collection, OHS).  
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Donna Shirley 

Donna Shirley (image courtesy of National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration).  

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Pauls Valley, Oklahoma, in 1941 

Donna Shirley dreamed of going to Mars as a little girl. She enrolled in the Universi-

ty of Oklahoma's engineering program and her advisor told her "girls can't be engi-

neers." In 1994 she became the Mars Program Manager in the Office of Mars Ex-

ploration. She helped get the first rover landed on Mars in 1997 

Read an oral history interview with Donna Shirley. . 

Velma Clark 
 
Oklahoma Connection: Born in Custer City, Oklahoma, in 1910 

Velma Clark graduated from Oklahoma A& M with a degree in journalism. In 1968 a company hired her to work on writ-

ing, editing, and proofing NASA handbooks. 

Wiley Post 

Wiley Post in the pressurized 

suit (23115-AL-19-4, Arch Dix-

on Collection, OHS).  

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Maysville, Oklahoma 

Wiley Post is best known for setting a record for flying around the world. He also wanted to fly 

higher than anyone had before. He could not do so in his plane, the Winnie Mae, because it was 

made of wood. The pressure in the air was too strong to allow him to fly so high. So he contact-

ed the B. F. Goodrich Company to design him a suit that would allow him to fly high into 

the atmosphere. In 1934 Wiley Post flew the Winnie Mae to 40,000 feet, and later flew to as 

high as 50,000 feet. Wiley Post made it possible for astronauts to survive in space by helping to 

develop the first pressurized suit. 

http://www.jsc.nasa.gov/history/oral_histories/NASA_HQ/Herstory/ShirleyDL/DLS_7-17-01.pdf
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Geraldyn Cobb 

Oklahoma Connection: Born in Norman, Oklahoma, in 
1931 

Cobb learned to fly her father's plane by age twelve. She 

became the first woman astronaut trainee in 1960 and was 

also a consultant on the future use of women astronauts. In 

1963 NASA decided not to use women astronauts. Cobb 

resigned and became a humanitarian aid worker to South 

America, winning many awards for her work. 

Geraldyn Cobb (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration).  
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Programs 

Mercury Program 

The Mercury Program was the first American effort to send humans 
into space. The astronauts had a lot of courage to take on such a risky 
mission, but they wanted to help America win the space race. 

Gordon Leroy Cooper, of Shawnee, Oklahoma, was an astronaut for 

the Mercury program. He flew on the Faith 7 on May 15, 1963. Only 

one person could fit inside the spacecraft. The Faith 7 was the last and 

longest flight of all the Mercury missions. It flew around the Earth 

twenty-two times. At the end of the flight, the automatic system failed 

and Cooper used his pilot skills to get back to Earth safely. 

Faith 7 mission patch (image courtesy of National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration).  

Drawing of the Mercury Capsule. Only one astronaut could fit in the capsule (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration).  
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Mercury-Atlas 9, also called Faith 7, launching (image courtesy of National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration).  

Gemini Program 
 
The Gemini program was the second phase of the space program. The program's purpose was to study and prepare to go 
to the moon. NASA wanted to see if humans could survive long enough in space and in a spacesuit outside of the space-
ship. The spacecraft for this program had space for two people. 

Leroy Gordon Cooper of Shawnee, Oklahoma, commanded the Gemini 5. It launched on August 21, 1965. The Gemini 5 
mission helped to prove that people could live in space at least eight days, which is long enough to fly to the moon. 

Thomas Stafford flew in the Gemini 6-A that launched on December 15, 1965. Walter Schirra and he flew within a foot of 
the Gemini 7, proving that spacecraft could fly close together, which was necessary for flying to the moon. 

Thomas Stafford flew again in the Gemini 9-A mission when the original crew died in a plane crash. The spacecraft 

launched on June 3, 1966. When the other astronaut's helmet fogged over Stafford saved the man's life by talking him back 

inside. This flight helped NASA fix unexpected problems before going to the moon. 

Gemini 5 mission patch (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  

 

Gemini 6 mission patch (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  
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Gemini 9 mission patch (image courtesy of National Aeronautics and 

Space Administration).  

Gemini 9 spacecraft launch, 1966 (22311.S-66-34098, Jerry Elliott 

Collection, OHS)  
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Apollo Program 
 
With the Apollo program humans would land on the moon for the first time. On Apollo 11, Neil Armstrong and Buzz Al-
drin became the first people on the moon when they landed on July 20, 1969. Thomas Stafford was the commander on 
Apollo 10 that launched May 18, 1969. The crew of the Apollo 10 orbited the moon. 

Fred Haise was the lunar module pilot for Apollo 13, which launched April 11, 1970. The flight became dangerous when 
there was an explosion and the crew had to turn around. Haise flew the spacecraft and the crew safely back to Earth. 

Stuart Roosa from Claremore, Oklahoma, was the command module pilot for Apollo 14, which launched January 31, 1971. 
Apollo 14 sent the third spacecraft to land on the moon. 

Thomas Stafford of Weatherford, Oklahoma, was the commander for the Apollo-Soyuz Test Project, which launched July 

15, 1975. This was the first mission where Americans and Soviets worked together, which helped lead to the end of the Cold 

War. 

Apollo 10 mission patch (courtesy of Na-

tional Aeronautics and Space Administra-

tion)  

Apollo 13 mission patch (courtesy of National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration)  

Apollo-Soyuz mission patch (courtesy of 

National Aeronautics and Space Administra-

tion)  

Apollo 14 mission patch (courtesy of National 

Aeronautics and Space Administration)  
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The Saturn 1-B rocket launching the Apollo-Soyuz mission (18220.l2.0, Jerry Elliott Col-

lection, OHS)  

Commemorative plaque to symbolize cooperation between the US and the Soviets (courtesy 

of National Aeronautics and Space Administration)  
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Skylab Program 

Skylab was America's first space station. It 
launched on May 14, 1973, and orbited the 
Earth until July 11, 1979. 

Owen Garriott of Enid, Oklahoma, was the sci-

entist pilot for Skylab 3, which launched July 28, 

1973. He and the crew did experiments and made 

repairs. William Pogue from Sand Springs, Okla-

homa was the command module pilot for Skylab 

4, which launched November 16, 1973. Pogue 

participated in two spacewalks. 

Skylab (courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration)  

Skylab II mission patch (courtesy of National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration)  

Skylab 4 mission patch (courtesy of National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration)  
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Space Shuttle Program and the International Space Station 

The space shuttle was America's first 
reusable spacecraft. NASA built five, 
but two were lost in accidents. 

Owen Garriott became the first person 
to operate a HAM radio from space on 
the STS-9 mission, which launched 
November 28, 1983. 

Shannon Lucid flew on many shuttle 
missions and spent a lot of time on the 
International Space Station. 

John Herrington performed three space-

walks while on the STS-113 mission 

which launched on the shut-

tle Endeavor on November 23, 2002. 

Space shuttle Columbia (courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration)  

STS-9 patch (courtesy of National Aeronautics 

and Space Administration)  

STS-113 patch (courtesy of National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration)  

STS-4 patch (courtesy of National Aero-

nautics and Space Administration)  
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Space shuttle launch (courtesy of National Aeronautics and Space Administration)  
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Glossary 

astronaut: Someone who travels into space. 

atmosphere: The gases that are held close to the surface of a planet by the force of gravity. 

Cold War: The state of political hostility that existed between the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 
and their allies. 

constellation: A group of stars that make a pattern. 

gravity: An invisible force of attraction between two objects. 

moon: A small ball of rock or gas that revolves around a planet. 

National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA): The United States government agency that directs all public 
exploration and travel in space. 

orbit: Circling around something else. 

oxygen: A gas that is needed for humans and animals to breathe. 

planet: A ball of rock and gas that circles a star. 

rocket: A manmade craft capable of leaving Earth. 

solar system: The area where a group of planets go around a sun. 

space race: The race between the United States and the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics to be the first nation to reach 
Earth's Moon. 

star: A huge ball of burning gas. 

Sun: The star at the center of our solar system. 
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Activities 

Fact and Fiction 
Facts are something that actually occurred. Fiction is something we create using our imagination. Sometimes authors use 
facts from history and then use their imagination to create a story based on those facts. 

Choose one of the astronauts from this website. First research the astronaut using this website, other websites, and books. 
Use the facts you find and then use your imagination to create a short story about the astronaut's time in space. Write your 
story using two colored pencils. Use one color when writing down facts that occurred. Use the other color for the parts of 
the story that you create. One sentence may have two different colors. 

Be a Journalist from the Past 
Find a video of news coverage of a rocket launch on nasa.gov or youtube.com. On nasa.gov find a written description of that 
same mission or launch to help answer the questions below if needed. 

Imagine that you are a journalist at that time writing about the launch for your local newspaper. Write a newspaper article 
that covers: 

 Who are the astronauts on the rocket? 

 What is the name of the rocket? 

 Where is the rocket headed? 

 How did the launch happen, and was it successful? 

 Why is the launch important? 
 
 

 
Present an Astronaut 
Based on the biographies and stories you read on this website, choose an Oklahoma astronaut you believe deserves their 
own special day. Research the astronaut of your choice and create a poster that symbolizes their contribution to Oklahoma 
and why you think they should have their own holiday. Present your poster to your class or a partner. Be sure to view other 
students' posters and ask questions. At the end of class, have other students vote on who they think should have their own 
Oklahoma holiday and who had the most creative poster. 

Information to keep in mind: 

1. Where they are from 

2. What mission(s) they went on 

3. One interesting fact 

4. Why you would want to be like them or why you like that person the best 

 

http://nasa.gov/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://nasa.gov/
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What to Take Activity 
 
Below are typical items taken on space missions, including dehydrated food and an exercise band. 

Dehydrated food and a water gun to rehydrate it from the Gemini-Titan 4, 1965 (22311.S-65-22240, Jerry Elliott 

Collection, OHS).  

A bungee cord used by astronauts on the Gemini-Titan 4, 1965 (22311.S-65-19590, Jerry Elliott Collection, OHS).  

What would you need to take with you on your trip to space to survive? What would you want to take with you for when you 

are bored or lonely? Draw items in the space below or on your own sheet of paper that you would need or want to take with 

you to space.  
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Matching Game 
 
Match the Oklahoma astronaut to their picture. When you are done, you can use the website to check your answers. 
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Make Sun Paper 
  

 
 

Download PDF instructions 

 

 

https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/sunpaper.pdf
https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/sunpaper.pdf
https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/sunpaper.pdf
https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/sunpaper.pdf
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Make A Galaxy Pinwheel 

 
 

Download PDF instructions 

 

  

https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/pinwheel.pdf
https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/pinwheel.pdf
https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/pinwheel.pdf
https://www.okhistory.org/images/kids/sp/pinwheel.pdf
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