
Good, Better, 

Best

Storage and Housing for Museum 

and Archival Collections



Supplies

– Good/Better

– Non cardboard boxes

– Envelopes, possibly manila

– Ziploc bags

– Manila folders

– Foam

– Sheet protectors (Stay away from PVC, Polyvinyl Chloride)

– Best

– Acid free or Museum quality cardboard boxes

– Acid free folders

– Mylar (plastic enclosures)

– Unbleached muslin

– Acid free tissue

– PH pen



Examples of 

Supplies
Photo Envelopes

Staple Remover

Mylar

Acid Free Paper

Cotton Gloves



More Supplies
CD/DVD Sleeves

Paper Mending Tape

Oversize Acid Free Box



Abby pH Pen
Check to see whether or not your 

paper or cardboard is acid free



Places to Buy Supplies

– Archival Suppliers

– Hollinger Metal Edge

– Gaylord Archival

– University Products

– Light Impressions

– Local Suppliers

– Hobby Stores

– Scrapbook stores

– Amazon

– Some office supply stores



Amazon Comparison

Amazon Basics Gaylord Archival



Shelving

– Stay away from wooden shelving

– If wooden shelving is used then it should be sealed with polyurethane

– You can also line the shelves with plexiglass

– Plastic or metal shelving is good

– You can also use metal filing cabinets for storage

– The best materials are powder coated metal



Environment

– Temperature and humidity should be kept as stable as possible

– This is one of the most important issues

– Most archival formats and museum items have different temperature and 
humidity ranges based on their formats. 

– In a perfect world, we could keep all formats in their perfect environment

– For most formats keeping the humidity between 25%-60% will keep mold from 
growing and prevent most items from damage from too dry conditions

– This is also one of the most important issues.

– Most formats can be kept at around 60 degrees, sometimes lower.


