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Unforgotten Trailblazer: 
Nancy O. Randolph Davis

By Gloria J. Pollard*

When one hears the words “civil rights” in Oklaho-
ma City, images of Clara Luper with her select group of youths sitting 
at Katz Drug Store immediately come to mind.1 The youngsters being 
loaded into paddy wagons and taken to jail for “sitting in” at business-
es that refused to serve them is also a part of that collection of men-
tal pictures. One can hardly forget the violence waged against those 
brave souls, violence that also included among the images. By visiting 
the Oklahoma History Center located in Oklahoma City, a person may 
learn of Nancy Davis’s role in the civil rights movement.2 Her actions 
present her in a different setting from Luper’s. Davis’s stand did not 
result in extreme violence but in a relatively smooth transition for mi-
norities into one of Oklahoma’s higher education institutions.

One isolated, historical event may propel an individual into a public 
sphere that deprives that person of the total privacy needed to lead a 
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simple life with family and friends. Some people are able to maneu-
ver publicity to the advantage of self and others. Breaking ground for 
young people to enter Oklahoma A&M’s Graduate College in 1949 rep-
resented such an event for Nancy Ola Randolph Davis.3 She had been 
employed at Dunjee High School as a home economics teacher.4 The 
school, named for Black Dispatch editor Roscoe Dunjee, had been es-
tablished in Choctaw, Oklahoma, in 1935 under Principal A. M. Tomp-
kins. Ironically, the principal was father-in-law to Dr. A. L. Dowell, 
who later challenged Oklahoma City Public School’s segregated sys-
tem. Davis anticipated continuing her teaching career following her 
graduation from Oklahoma A&M with a Master of Arts and Sciences 
degree. Fortunately, her path took a turn when she encountered a fel-
low Dunjee High School teacher, Clara Luper, who had a different road 
onto which Nancy Davis was to diverge—that of civil rights.

The Randolph family migrated from Colbert, Oklahoma, to Sapul-
pa, Oklahoma, in 1919. They quickly discovered themselves to be rel-
egated to segregated schools, theaters, water fountains, and all other 
public accommodations. Similar to other towns in Oklahoma, signs 
were posted indicating that public facilities were to be used based on 
separate black and white race designations. Davis described the col-
ored restrooms in the Sapulpa bus station as always fi lthy. The black 
patrons could only enter the movie theater through the back entrance 
and proceed to the balcony which Davis said her father called “an old 
chicken coop.” Additionally, eating in a public restaurant was out of 
the question. Black patrons either had to stand to the side of the coun-
ter or take food to go through a back window. Because segregation was 
both de jure and de facto in Oklahoma, the citizens adhered to it and 
remained in their respective places.5 Many of these segregation laws 
were enacted in Oklahoma as early as 1890 and continued until 1950.

The Depression era affected the Randolph family in much the same 
way it did others in the United States.6 Davis’s father lost his job with 
the Frisco Railroad Company. Instead of seeking assistance from the 
Works Progress Administration (WPA), instituted in 1935, he produc-
tively farmed and cared for his family until he was rehired by the rail-
road company.7 His independent character was bequeathed to Nancy 
who, years later, helped her husband with gardening and raising a 
vineyard. Such efforts offered resources for her home economics classes 
at Dunjee High School. Homes in this economically strapped eastern 
Oklahoma County community benefi ted from her contributions which 
often made their way into the kitchens of her students or other needy 
families nearby.8 She offered vivid descriptions of the community fami-
lies’ situations in her master’s thesis.
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In spite of the challenges of her early social situation in Sapulpa, 
Davis maintained fond memories of family life in that small town. Her 
parents’ insistence that education and faith were the pivotal elements 
to success remained foremost in her efforts in the classroom and in her 
civil rights participation. Life for Davis did not represent an idyllic 
time, but it was one about which she, as the youngest Randolph child, 
loved to reminisce. She often refers to the closeness of her family as 
they performed assigned chores at home, completed school expecta-
tions, worshipped together in church, and overcame tragic events.

Until her senior year in high school, Davis had been an outstanding 
student. Unfortunately, she inherited the duties of helping to care for 
four young nephews in her last year. Her oldest brother, with his wife 
and children, had come to spend the Christmas holidays with the Ran-
dolph family. While there, Davis’s sister-in-law became ill with three-
day pneumonia and died. This incident devastated the family who took 
it upon themselves to help care for the children. Davis spent much of 
her study time assisting her mother with the four little ones who were 
aged four months, two years, four years, and six years respectively. 
This task took a heavy toll on her, both physically and mentally. Her 
grades during this senior year barely allowed her to graduate. Despite 
this setback, she completed high school at Booker T. Washington in 

Roscoe Dunjee, painting by 
J. Oxford (11901, Sam Flood 
Collection, OHS Research Di-
vision).
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Sapulpa. With support from her siblings and parents, she was able to 
enroll at Langston University for the fall 1944 term.9

Her mother’s and her grandmother’s insistent guidance to look peo-
ple in the eye when she spoke to them was echoed by her future friend 
and confi dante, Clara Luper. Davis and Luper’s students never forgot 
this order, especially during their training for the sit-ins and moments 
following acceptance into integration of schools and public accommoda-
tions. Davis said that she demonstrated her parents’ idea of success by 
following three rules: “Never give up. If you want to be somebody, you 
can. If you take one step, God will help you take the second step.”10

While at Langston University, Davis excelled academically and be-
came deeply involved in campus extracurricular life. During her last 
year at Langston, not aware of what the future held for her, Davis 
completed her studies and went on to become a career educator. In 
later years, the university would recognize her as one of the founders 
and president of the Home Economics Alumni Association.11 During 
one such program on August 12, 2009, Langston University’s Presi-
dent JoAnn Haysbert included kudos to Davis for her contributions to 
the university. One of the staff, Dr. Marvin Burns, introduced Davis as 
an “Alumnus Extraordinaire.” He spoke highly of her position as presi-
dent of Langston University’s Home Economics Alumni Association for 
twenty-seven years. As a loyal supporter of Langston University, Da-
vis has been an ardent recruiter. She encouraged students to attend 
the institution and even worked with the university to secure hefty 

Boys dormitory at Langston University, 1890-1916 (4189, Frederick S. Barde Collection, 
OHS Research Division).
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scholarships for all Star Spencer students who expressed an interest 
in attending Langston University.

Following her 1948 graduation from Langston, she procured a posi-
tion at the all-black Dunjee Public School in Choctaw, Oklahoma. As 
was typical of black schools at that time, teachers used second-hand 
books and equipment to produce some of the most successful profes-
sionals in the country. Hilton Kelly offers current perspectives on the 
subject of Black schools during the Jim Crow era. In this work, Kel-
ly shares results from oral histories and interviews with a specifi ed 
group of Southern black teachers regarding school conditions for black 
teachers and students. The information in this work is comparable to 
the situation that existed at the Dunjee School.12 Being a product of, 
and teacher in, this type of system, Davis set to work with some of 
her fellow colleagues—Clara Luper, Geneva Smith and W. B. Park-
er—to guide students toward a more productive life than the one their 
parents had previously experienced in personal, work and social life-
styles.13 In addition to being classroom teachers at Dunjee, the three 
named individuals contributed greatly to the community in general. 
Clara Luper and W. B. Parker became well-known civil rights activists 
and humanitarians in Oklahoma. Geneva Jolly Smith, as Dunjee band 
instructor and director of Dunjee’s Proud 85, has been remembered by 

Davis’s graduation with her 
bachelor of arts in home eco-
nomics from Langston Univer-
sity in 1948 (photograph cour-
tesy of Nancy Lynn Davis).
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former teachers and alumni as writer of both the school alma mater 
and the school fi ght song.14

The Dunjee community recognized Davis as an exceptional teacher 
because of her ability to involve them, along with their children, in 
promoting home improvement. She taught the students and required 
them to implement the skills they learned when they returned home. 
This process endeared her to the neighborhood of which she would be-
come a member in 1953 by marrying one of its own, Fred C. Davis, 
who was a fellow educator with Davis at Dunjee. Together they were 
destined to parent and raise two children who would spend nearly as 
much time at Dunjee as did their parents. As a matter of fact, many 
of Nancy Davis’s former students still laugh about babysitting the two 
children.

Davis’s graduation with her 
master of arts degree in home 
economics from Oklahoma State 
University, 1952 (photograph 
courtesy of Nancy Lynn Davis).
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During her fi rst year teaching at Dunjee, Davis had a desire to con-
tinue her own education. Because teaching demanded so much of her 
time during the regular school year, she decided to use her 1949 sum-
mer break to seek enrollment at Oklahoma State University (OSU). 
She attended summer school until she received her master of science 
degree in home economics over a period of four years. As a single young 
professional, Davis consulted her parents about fi nance, transporta-
tion, room and board, and time when she made her plans. She did not 
anticipate the widespread results of her simple goal to further her edu-
cation. With money that she was able to save from teaching and sup-
port from her family, Davis fi nanced her studies. She was fortunate 
enough to have Stillwater friends who welcomed her into their homes 
during her matriculation at OSU, because commuting from Choctaw 
to Stillwater would certainly have placed a hardship on her. During 
this fi rst year of teaching, Davis had been rooming with Geneva Jolly 
Smith, a close friend from her hometown. This situation was amiable 
and convenient during the school year. It resumed following each sum-
mer session in Stillwater.15

Upon her fi rst encounter with the OSU dean of home economics, 
Davis received an unexpected rebuff. The dean told her that Negroes 
were pushing too hard; she suggested that Davis should go to Kansas, 
Colorado, or some other state where she would be accepted. This prac-
tice of sending black students to other states for higher education to 
support segregation was not new. It is also described by Alton Bobbitt 
as he is interviewed by Hilton Kelly, author of Race, Remembering, 
and Jim Crow Teachers (2010): “The state [of North Carolina] would 
pay you to go out of state, so there were teachers who went out to 
University of Kansas, Penn State University, New York University, 
and City College.”16 From childhood, Davis had been a respectful indi-
vidual, but she possessed a strong will. Because of her determination 
to enter OSU, she was able to speak with acquaintances who enlisted 
persons of infl uence to intervene on her behalf.17

Two such individuals were Roscoe Dunjee (1883-1965), the editor of 
the Black Dispatch and a noted civil rights leader from Oklahoma City, 
and attorney Amos T. Hall, a National Association for the Advance-
ment of Colored People (NAACP) lawyer from Tulsa. Steve Lackmeyer 
presents an excellent profi le of Roscoe Dunjee as a “Fighter for Equal-
ity.” Amos T. Hall (1896-1971) served as a civil rights lawyer and an at-
torney for the Oklahoma Association of Negro Teachers. He also served 
as a district judge for Tulsa County.18 These powerful black dignitaries 
visited with offi cials at OSU in a private meeting. Details of that 1949 
meeting in support of Davis were not revealed to her or others out-
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side of that session. Based on the activities and reputations of these 
two outstanding men, it is not surprising to note that they were often 
involved in correcting situations that focused on civil rights. None of 
these events have been recorded in Oklahoma’s history books.

Two days following that critical meeting, Davis was admitted to 
OSU. Unfortunately, she was not allowed to sit inside the classroom 
with the other students, who were all white. The Jackson Sun identi-
fi ed some states that enacted Jim Crow laws regarding teaching in 
Oklahoma:

Oklahoma Teaching: Any instructor who shall teach in any 
school, college or institution where members of the white and col-
ored race are received and enrolled as pupils for instruction shall 
be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof, 
shall be fi ned in any sum not less than ten dollars ($10.00) nor 
more than fi fty dollars ($50.00) for each offense.”19

Davis’s seat was outside of the room in an anteroom, an offi ce nook. 
Other students in the classroom expressed their resentment of this 
disparity and insisted that Davis be moved into the classroom. Under 
their pressure and with trepidation, instructors allowed her to move 
into the classroom with the other students. Oklahoma’s law placed 
them in jeopardy of losing their teaching positions if discovered; there-
fore, students constantly watched for administrators who might hap-
pen to enter the area. Oklahoma was serious about keeping schools, 
businesses, recreation facilities, churches, and even cemeteries segre-
gated.

Classmates’ willingness to study with Davis, offer her transporta-
tion when completing class projects, and give her rides home when 
necessary allowed Davis to realize that she was among individuals 
who appreciated her, as well as her academic skills. As one of the top 
students in her class, she was often called on to perform class demon-
strations. Because of her diligence and cooperative spirit, she was not 
subjected to the violence often described by victims of the segregation 
era. Since awarding Nancy Randolph Davis her master of science de-
gree on July 25, 1952, OSU has honored Davis by naming a residence 
hall after her, awarding three scholarships in her name, and setting 
aside a special recognition day for her each February during Black His-
tory Month. Tambra Stevenson presents a brief overview of the awards 
Davis has received from the University in an OSU publication. Fol-
lowing Davis’s recognition by the university, numerous organizations 
and public media showcased her accomplishments as a part of their 
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programs. An exhibit of her civil rights participation at OSU and with 
the Oklahoma City NAACP Youth Council is proudly displayed in the 
Oklahoma History Center near the Oklahoma State Capitol.20

From the university, Davis gleaned information that contributed to 
her continued teaching success in her high school classrooms. She re-
ferred to an OSU philosophy of home economics education professor 
who used the Biblical beatitudes from the fi fth chapter of Matthew 
as a model for interacting with all students.21 These characteristics 
taught by Jesus emphasize eight values that promise rewards for those 
individuals who are able to follow them. She incorporated these values 
into a philosophy that became a needed tool when she left Dunjee High 
School in 1968 and became one among other African American instruc-
tors who had previously been hired at the predominantly white Star 
Spencer High School.22

In the midst of numerous Oklahoma City black school closures, 
Dunjee School’s future was also nearing its end in 1972.23 Some of its 
student population had already been sent to Star Spencer High School. 
Davis numbered among the teachers who transferred from Dunjee to 
Star Spencer or to other Oklahoma City public schools. Facing racial 
issues at Star Spencer High School proved to be a mighty task for Nan-
cy Davis, who felt that her greatest challenge had been in the OSU 
classroom. She now faced the task of teaching in a school that was ap-
proximately 75 percent Caucasian and 25 percent African American.24 
The statistics were not as daunting as the tense situation among the 
students and faculty. Davis had long been noted for her excellence in 
helping develop student leaders in home economics classes and clubs. 
These leaders often applied their leadership skills in various clubs to 
become offi cers for their classes and in extracurricular activities. Such 
was not the case at Star Spencer. White students and faculty overtly 
discriminated against African American students who joined different 
clubs. White members would neglect to tell them about certain events 
or activities so that they would not be included. One student who want-
ed to join the cheering squad trained especially hard and mastered the 
required steps; unfortunately, the judges ignored her efforts.25

A few of the concerned white students who noticed the inequities be-
tween the two racial groups shared their concerns with the black girls. 
In order to accomplish positive results, they would have needed adult 
support, which was not available at that time. Because of the hostile 
environment at Star Spencer, the new Dunjee transfer students were 
not selected as offi cers.

They experienced racism that was encouraged by the silence of their 
white sponsors. This was fertile ground for Davis to begin applying her 
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talents as a human relations expert. She made it her business to have 
a conference with the principal regarding the situation, which had be-
come rather tense among the student body and school personnel.26

Star Spencer Principal June Dawkins held leadership of Star Spen-
cer from 1967–71. He is recognized in the school’s history for his par-
ticipation in the growth of the school.27 Dawkins had a reputation for 
quelling dissidence within high schools where he had worked and pre-
venting the media from publicizing or exaggerating school issues. The 
above incident and numerous others proved that Dawkins’s approach 
produced satisfactory results to the school’s tense environment. With 
the cooperation of several white and black teachers, including Davis, 
Dawkins helped the school transition from its hostile environment to 
one of grudging acceptance. The precarious peace did not last for long 
because the District Court issued an order in 1972 forcing the closure 
of Dunjee School. The remaining Dunjee students were then sent to 
Star Spencer.28

Students’ fi ghts were the order of the day.29 Teachers faced segre-
gated classrooms because students sat in areas with their own races. 

In fall 1968 Davis became 
the home economics teacher 
at Star Spencer High School 
(photograph courtesy of Nancy 
Lynn Davis).
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Halls had to be monitored because of the open hostility as evidenced 
by the verbal and physical exchanges among the students. Many of the 
teachers did not help the situation as they tended to side with white 
students in wanting the black students to leave. To demonstrate their 
resentment of being forced to attend Star Spencer, the former Dunjee 
students would sit in the back of the auditorium during assembly pro-
grams. One type of negative action often witnessed happened during 
pep assemblies that rumbled with two school chants: “Star Spencer 
Bobcats!” and “Dunjee Tigers!” Students from Dunjee expressed their 
displeasure at being forced to attend another school and see their forty-
two year old institution closed. Star Spencer students voiced their re-
sentment of the Dunjee students’ presence in their school.30

A Human Relations Club was defi nitely needed in such volatile situa-
tions. The perfect leader for such an organization was Nancy Randolph 
Davis, who selected a white teacher to assist her. Of course, progress 
was not instant. Even the Oklahoma City School Board interfered with 
the positive resolution of the Star Spencer situation. When the club 
prepared assembly programs, the board would send representatives 
to oversee the content of the presentations sponsored by Nancy Davis, 
Gloria Pollard, and Flossie Thurston.31 During one black history prac-
tice, the board representatives felt that the student characters were 
critical of white Governor George Wallace of Alabama in one segment 
of their presentation and demanded that the section be removed from 
the program.32

Davis told of an incident where two black band students traveled 
with the band to a local university for a football game. After the game, 
the two students asked for and received permission to go to the rest-
room. While they were away, the sponsor took the rest of the band and 
left the campus, leaving the two students to get home on their own. Da-
vis reported this action to the principal; this incident resulted in resig-
nation of the band sponsor. For the most part, the principal’s positive 
leadership, teachers whose focus was on student success, and students 
who wanted to learn contributed to the eventual calm of the school and 
its later recognition as an academic institution with excellent football 
and basketball programs. Names associated with Star Spencer’s pro-
grams include: Carl Twidwell (football), Janet Johnson (girls’ basket-
ball), and Johnnie Johnson and David Smith (boys’ basketball). These 
coaches, among others, worked with athletes who excelled in their var-
ious sports.33 In spite of being overshadowed by sports, the academic 
program of the school boasted outstanding teachers and students.

While working hard to help maintain positive relations within the 
school, Davis found herself in a personal battle for upward mobility. 
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Boarding the bus at 
Douglass High School, 
Oklahoma City, for the 
National NAACP Con-
vention in Washing-
ton, DC. Left to right: 
A. Willie James, Clara 
Luper, bus driver, 
reporter, August 26, 
1963 (20246.38.104.5,  
John Melton Collec-
tion, OHS Research 
Division).

Above: Bus at Douglass 
High School, Okla-
homa City, Oklahoma, 
headed for the National 
NAACP Convention 
in Washington, DC. 
Left to right: Nancy 
Lynn Davis (daugh-
ter of Nancy Randolph 
Davis), Robert Dowell 
(202465.38.104.3, John 
Melton Collection, OHS 
Research Collection).



428

THE CHRONICLES OF OKLAHOMA

She said that after many years of teaching home economics, she saw an 
opportunity to teach a newly created child care class on the Star Spen-
cer campus. This class was designed to prepare juniors and seniors to 
work with preschool children and become candidates for internships at 
local child care centers. The white state supervisor wanted to give the 
position to a white woman who was unqualifi ed. Along with her cre-
dentials and other application materials required, Davis procured her 
Health Certifi cate and delivered this vital document to the supervisor’s 
offi ce where it was conveniently misplaced.34 Without this certifi cate, 
an application would be rejected. Fortunately, as with the situation at 
OSU, the intervention of two caring colleagues allowed her to locate the 
certifi cate and have it signed and delivered to the Health Department. 
With support from Star Spencer’s fi rst African American Principal, Dr. 
Leon Edd, she was hired for the position. Receiving numerous stares 
of resentment from white teachers at local and state meetings did not 
deter Davis from her objective—to teach young people the skill of child 

Nancy Davis (right) 
presenting an award 
to Clara Luper (photo-
graph courtesy of Nancy 
Lynn Davis).
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care.35 In spite of such negative responses, she again demonstrated her 
natural talents as a leader and used her ability to develop an outstand-
ing child care program that prepared numerous high school students 
for careers in child care. Following their graduation, some of the stu-
dents in Davis’s classes opened their own child care businesses.36

In addition to the previously described events that molded Davis 
into the icon that she had become, the one event that transformed her 
most in her relationships with others was her involvement with Clara 
S. Luper, which began when the two ladies worked together at Dunjee. 
Luper wrote a play entitled Brother President, the story of Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King Jr. The play was such an impressive production that 
NAACP representatives requested its presentation for their 1957 New 
York City convention.37 In her book, Clara Luper gives a detailed de-
scription of the events surrounding the play and the students involved 
in its presentations in Oklahoma City and in New York City. In order 

Above: Civil rights sit-in at Bishop’s Restaurant, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, c. 1960s. 
Left to right on fl oor: Linda Benson, Linda Pogue, Carolyn House, and Zella Hull. Stand-
ing left to right: Maurice Coffey, Dwayne Cosby, unknown person, unknown person, and 
Willie Ruth Jones (20246.38.84.6, John Melton Collection, OHS Research Division). 
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Above and below: Sit-in at lunch counter in Katz Drug Store, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, 
August 26, 1958 (20246-38-395-B. John Melton Collection, OHS Research Division).
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to promote the performance, Luper enlisted the help of Davis in work-
ing with some of the Dunjee students and a group of young people from 
Oklahoma City. Most of these youngsters would eventually form the 
Oklahoma City NAACP Youth Council. In 1958 a few of them would 
become some of the fi rst “sit-inners” in downtown Oklahoma City.38 
Davis discovered that the diffi cult task of cosponsorship included regu-
lar meetings and extensive fundraising. The position required invad-
ing her family life, which she mastered by involving her two children in 
the Youth Council. Not only did they participate in the sit-ins, but they 
also became offi cers in local and national NAACP Youth Councils. This 
experience pointed them in the direction of the legal profession which 
both children entered after their graduation from college.39

Preparing the young people for the Oklahoma City sit-ins proved a 
worthy challenge for Luper and Davis. Although many parents allowed 
their children to be placed under the tutelage of these educational pro-
fessionals, many others did not. Parents expressed concern over im-
pending confl icts associated with going against the status quo of seg-
regation; however, working with the groups of children who gathered 
each week in Luper’s home and later at the Calvary Baptist Church, 
the adults formulated sit-in plans. Luper laid out fi ve criteria for the 
process:

(1) going directly to the site; (2) not looking back; (3) going as far 
as we could and sit on the fl oor; (4) maintain complete silence; 
and (5) don’t move, maintain complete self control. “If they beat 
you, take it. If they kick you, take it. If they lift you up and drag 
you to jail, take it. If they spit on you, take it.”40

For the most part, the formula worked. Unfortunately, Davis prob-
ably reached her breaking point after the actual sit-ins began. Lu-
per initially informed Davis that her temper was too short and posed 
a threat to their peace effort.41 Luper asked Davis to remain at the 
church to help with organization. At a later time, Luper relented and 
allowed Davis to go to John A. Brown’s and H. L. Green’s for one of the 
protests.42 In hindsight, Luper should have maintained her stand on 
Davis’ participation in the activity. While standing with the children, 
Davis saw a white lady attack and curse one of the children in her pres-
ence. Just as she was about to retaliate, Luper stepped up and grabbed 
her while reminding her that the demonstration was to be peaceful. 
Naturally, that ended the onsite work by Davis, who was again rel-
egated organizing the young people at the meeting place rather than 
joining them in their peaceful efforts.
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Civil rights sit-in at the John A. Brown Department Store. 

Above, left to right: Carolyn House, Brenda Offi cer, Paul Anderson, unknown person 
(20246.38.410.5, John Melton Collection, OHS Research Division).

Below, left to right: Barbara Posey, Linda Pogue, unknown person, Arnetta Carmichael, 
and unknown person behind the counter (20246.38.410.7, John Melton Collection, OHS 
Research Division).
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Davis related that unexpected responses to the new Youth Coun-
cil’s actions included bombing of the Freedom Center Learning Center 
which was the location of the Youth Council’s meetings and various 
activities.43 The building was burned three times, enough to daunt 
the spirits of the adults. Fortunately, the youth were not as easily put 
off by such actions. After being encouraged to pray, the youth lead-
er, Harold Woodson, exhibited determination that spread among the 
other young people who rebuilt the center. They managed to remove 
destroyed furniture, learning materials used by mentors and tutors, 
kitchen utensils, and other damaged items. Without the aid of any pro-
fessional construction removal companies, the young people and their 
sponsors—Luper, Davis, and other adults—managed to clear the rub-
ble in three months.44

After their major civil rights accomplishments in Oklahoma City, 
Luper and the Youth Council decided to march to Lawton, Oklahoma, 

Civil rights leaders at the Oklahoma City Police Headquarters. Left to right: Mrs. Ella 
Floyd, Ed Stamps, police chief, Mrs. Freddie Moon Bobbye, Clara Luper, unknown, Fa-
ther Robert McDole, A. Willie James, and E. Melvin Porter (20246.38.282.3, John Melton 
Collection, OHS Research Division).
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in an effort to attack the segregation walls erected at Doe Doe Recre-
ation Park.45 Davis said that the group walked from Oklahoma City to 
Lawton on a hot 1966 summer day. Davis’s assignment was in keeping 
with her discipline: she and her husband prepared food and drinks to 
keep the walkers strengthened and motivated. Supporters who were 
unable to make the march contributed food to help the group. No mat-
ter what the occasion, Davis always fi lled in the gaps with her cooking 
skills. If she did not prepare it herself, she supervised the preparation 
and presentation of the needed fare. Her four year old son was the 
youngest of the group of children to participate in the trek to Law-
ton. Arriving at their destination, the Oklahoma City team was met by 
citizens of the city and greeted warmly by the hosts who joined them 
in the march. Although the desired results were not achieved until 
about two years after the march, Lawton experienced slow progress be-
tween the 1966 march and the park’s desegregation in 1968. Davis felt 
a sense of pride when she spoke of Oklahoma City’s youth and adults 
participating in that historic event.46

From the time that she refused to be denied entrance into Okla-
homa State University’s Graduate Program to the present, Nancy Ran-
dolph Davis has become a recognized icon in Oklahoma’s education, 
civil rights, political and community landscapes. Various entities and 
individuals have infl uenced her life and experiences. Included among 
those persons is the late Reverend H. A. Walker, her pastor and friend. 
Davis has always attributed her accomplishments to her family, her 
faith, and her friends.

One organization that exhibits the closeness Davis has maintained 
with her students is the Dunjee All School Reunion.47 This group con-
sists of Dunjee classes from 1935, the school’s opening, to 1972, its 
mandatory closing as a result of desegregation. It also includes descen-
dants of students who attended the school. The organization meets ev-
ery two years in Oklahoma City and Spencer. It offers scholarships to 
descendants of Dunjee alumni. Davis is one of the main former teach-
ers to be actively involved in its functions, one of which includes the 
reunion. Anyone who has ever attended Dunjee is welcomed into the 
membership. Whenever a death has occurred among the student body 
family, Davis has volunteered to prepare written tributes or resolu-
tions. After being faced with health issues, she passed the task on to 
her former students, who continue to faithfully carry on the task.48

Davis’s prolifi c professional life has not been without challenges to 
her personal and physical life. In 1983, as she made preparations to 
travel to San Francisco for her daughter to receive her juris doctorate 
degree, Davis’s mother-in-law passed away the day of her departure. 
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Following the bittersweet period, she returned home from the gradua-
tion for the funeral. Experiencing extreme abdominal discomfort, she 
went to her physician for tests. When the results showed lymphoma, 
the family was devastated, anticipating certain death. As a woman of 
strong faith, Davis turned to prayer and the support of her pastor and 
church, True Vine Baptist. Six months of chemotherapy and refusal to 
give up resulted in a healed Nancy Davis. Eight years later, in 1991, 
she fought another attack of cancer and won again.

On October 12, 2004, a near fatal accident occurred that left Davis 
pinned in her car and necessitated rescue by the jaws of life. The entire 
community of citizens, schools, churches, and businesses stood in the 
gap for her with constant prayers, visits, gifts and fl owers. The progno-
sis was that she would never walk again because of the damage done 
to her recent knee replacements and a broken femur. The congregation 
of her church was surprised when Davis walked in the following year 
using a cane. The huge company of parishioners rose to greet her with 
thunderous applause. Her sharp mind continues to focus on the needs 
of her community and matters of human relations with which she is 
concerned.

Not a forgotten trailblazer, Nancy Davis is constantly recognized 
for her contributions toward building a better citizenry. In addition to 
naming a dorm building and three scholarships in her honor, OSU’s 
College of Human Environmental Sciences has placed its brand on Da-
vis for “Enhancing Human Lives.”49 The Dunjee School Reunion Class 
of 1954 recognized her as the outstanding educator, civil rights leader, 
and advisor who has constantly represented them.50 Langston Univer-
sity’s Class of 1948 presented her a certifi cate of appreciation because 
of her thirty years of service with the university as one of the founders 
and president of the Home Economics Alumni Association.51 Blue Cross 
and Blue Shield gave her the Ageless Hero Award in 1999. This same 
year the late Oklahoma State Representative Opio Toure honored her 
with the Trail Blazer Award from the Black Caucus for being the fi rst 
black enrollee at OSU. Nancy Davis and Rubye Hall were featured on 
the fi rst page of the Daily Oklahoman as integration pioneers in Higher 
Education in the publication’s First 50 Years Celebration.52 The Okla-
homa Human Rights Commission recognized her as an educator and 
trail blazer in the state of Oklahoma in 2008. She has been placed in 
the Oklahoma African American Hall of Fame.53 Numerous churches, 
sororities, civic organizations, and groups have vied for opportunities 
to express their gratitude for her services to them. Chief among the 
churches awarding honors to Nancy Davis is her own church because 
of her service on the usher board, as a Sunday School teacher, and the 
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numerous roles she has played in modeling positive citizenship for the 
young people in the church.54 The Miss Black Oklahoma Pageant and 
Soul Bazaar benefi tted greatly from leadership by Nancy Davis, Clara 
Luper, and others.55 The one organization, local and national, that ap-
pears to out-distance all others is Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc. of 
which Nancy is a lifetime member. This sisterhood has embraced her 
and raised her to highest heights in its support of her leadership and 
participation.56

The beauty of Nancy Davis lies in her persistence: if she wants 
someone to perform a task that she deems important and benefi cial, 
she gently nudges that individual until the task is completed. Davis’s 
method of getting things done her way has encouraged all who have 
experienced her teaching methods to appreciate her. Anyone who has 
had an opportunity to know her has passed much of her philosophy on 
to others in families and communities inside and outside of Oklahoma 
and the United States. At her 1991 retirement celebration, Davis com-
mented on her Christian and community involvement. Excerpts from 
one of her speeches serve as an appropriate closing for this historical 
sketch:

Nancy Randolph Davis addresses a crowd celebrating her achievements at Oklahoma 
State University on February 1, 2006 (photo by Zack Tarrant, courtesy of the Daily 
O’Collegian, February 2, 2006).
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My faith in God has sustained me thus far and will lead me to the 
hereafter. I am thankful for a spirit-fi lled church and ministers 
who are led by God. In addition, I believe that God has enabled 
me to do His work as I serve in community organizations that 
render a service to society. I love my sorority, Alpha Kappa Alpha 
Sorority, Incorporated. My family and I have labored through the 
years in the Civil Rights Struggle by working in the NAACP. My 
years of membership in the Amigos Club have been exceedingly 
gratifying as my Amigos Club sisters have been just like real sis-
ters. The Plant and Garden Club of Spencer provides the inspira-
tion I need to serve the community in which I live. Further, I have 
been blessed to have acquired through the years good neighbors 
with whom I have developed true friendship.57

This brief document is a celebration of one of those models. Nancy 
Davis used principles from the prayer of Jabez in Chronicles 4:10 as 
he requested God to bless him, enlarge his territory, keep His hand on 
him, keep him from evil, and not cause others pain. Those who know 
her often think of these requests in light of the impact Nancy Randolph 
Davis has had on individual lives, as well as on the lives of organiza-
tions in the community, the state, the country, and beyond.

Nancy Randolph Davis (front row, far left) with members of the Oklahoma City NAACP 
Youth Council (photograph courtesy of Nancy Lynn Davis).
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At this writing, Mrs. Davis has slowed her pace but continues to be 
an unstoppable force. When possible, she continues to attend church 
services and work with her sorority, participate in her favorite orga-
nizations, and visit with community members who suffer loss or need 
encouragement. Although she does not drive and has limited mobility, 
she has her children, close friends, former students, church members, 
and caregivers who gladly take her to whatever her destination might 
be. When she is unable to perform her many caring acts, she uses the 
telephone to delegate individuals suited to carry out her desires. In 
March 2012 Nancy Davis entered a rehabilitation center to help with 
her walking. Undaunted, she continues to remain upbeat and persis-
tent in her efforts to help improve human relations and support the 
civil rights of all individuals.
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