
The fam ily of ed u ca tor and states man
Henry Garland Bennett, Sr., has do nated a 
col lec tion of Ben nett’s pa pers to the
Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety. Por tions of
the col lec tion are dis played in a spe cial ex -
hibit that was un veiled and ded i cated in
the Oklahoma Mu seum of His tory dur ing
the An nual Meet ing in April. In ad di tion to
a 1947 por trait of Bennett by L. Pendleton,
the col lec tion in cludes his dis ser ta tion,
sev eral of his pub lished works, and ma te ri -
als re lated to his ser vice to the Harry S.

Tru man ad min is tra tion dur ing the early
Cold War years. Bennett served as pres i -
dent of South east ern State Col lege in
Durant from 1919 un til 1928, when he be -
came pres i dent of Oklahoma A&M. He re -
mained its leader for 23 years. Af ter World
War II he served as leader of a com mis sion
that im ple mented the “Point Four Pro -
gram” to pro vide as sis tance to un der de vel -
oped, or “third world” na tions. He and his
wife, Vera, died in an air plane crash in De -

cem ber 1951 while on an in ter na tional
mis sion.

Sev eral mem bers of the Bennett fam ily at -
tended the ded i ca tion. Cre ators of the ex hibit 
in clude Amanda Hud son of the Higher Ed u -
ca tion Heritage So ci ety  and Eliz a beth Baxter 
and Da vid Da vis of the Oklahoma Mu seum
of His tory. The ex hibit re sides in the Sam
No ble ex hibit wing of the Oklahoma His tory
Cen ter. The OHS Re search Di vi sion houses
the rest of the Bennett Col lec tion.
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New Board members
installed at luncheon;
OHS Annual Meeting
banquet honors 2006

award winners
At the an nual mem bers lun cheon, held

on April 12, folk lor ist and mu si cian Guy
Logsdon en thralled the crowd with a brief
mu si cal over view of Oklahoma’s place in
mu si cal his tory. At the end of the lun -
cheon, dur ing the busi ness meet ing three
board mem bers took of fice: Dr. Marvin
Kroeker (re elected), Dr. Wil liam Pen ning ton 
(re elected), and Dr. Guy Logsdon (newly
elected).

At the an nual ban quet, held this year on
April 13, the Board of Di rec tors an nounced 
the tra di tional awards for no ta ble ad di tions 
and con tri bu tions to Oklahoma’s his tory
and its pub lic pre sen ta tion. The Muriel
Wright Award for the best ar ti cle in the
year’s is sues of The Chron i cles of Oklahoma
was cap tured by Dr.  Da vid Levy of OU. The 
Jo seph Thoburn Stu dent His to rian Award
was be stowed on Hanzi Zhang of Nor man

(Oklahoma) High School. The Cher o kee
Strip Re gional Her i tage Cen ter, Inc. of Enid 
was named this year’s Out stand ing OHS
Sup port Group, and the Oklahoma City
Na tional Me mo rial Mu seum was tapped as
Out stand ing His tor i cal Mu seum.

The  2006 award for the Out stand ing The -
sis on Oklahoma His tory was cap tured by
Anne E. N. Allbright for “Os car Brousse Ja -
cob son: A Swed ish Im mi grant Who Dra mat i -
cally Changed Art Per cep tion in Oklahoma.”
She com pleted her de gree at the Uni ver sity
of Cen tral Oklahoma, with Dr. Kenny
Brown as her ma jor pro fes sor.

The award for writ ing 2006’s Out stand -
ing Book on Oklahoma His tory went to
Tim o thy Egan for The Worst Hard Time: The 
Un told Story of Those Who Sur vived the
Great Amer i can Dust Bowl. 

In ducted into the Oklahoma His to ri ans
Hall of Fame were for mer OHS Board Mem -
ber and his to rian W. Da vid Baird of
Pepperdine Uni ver sity, folk lor ist Guy W.
Logsdon of Tulsa, for mer OHS Board pres i -
dent Mar tin A. Hagerstrand (post hu mously),
and Pendleton Woods of Oklahoma City.

Plans are pres ently be ing made to hold
the next An nual Meet ing in Ardmore in
April 2008.

Oklahoma Centennial 
Folklife Festival to be 

held June 23
On June 23 the Oklahoma His tory Cen -

ter’s grounds will be filled with the mu sic
and dance that have made Oklahoma a
gen u inely multi cul tural state. The event
be gins at 10 a.m. and con tin ues un til 10
p.m. Ad mis sion to the fes ti val and to the
Oklahoma His tory Cen ter will be free for
peo ple of all ages.

The Cen ten nial Folklife Fes ti val will in -
clude a sam pling of much of Oklahoma’s
folklife. The event will host mu sic, dance,
foodways, tra di tional crafts, and other
Oklahoma tra di tions. Many cul tural groups
will be rep re sented, in clud ing Chi nese, Viet -
nam ese, (Asian) In dian, and other Asians.
La ti nos will in clude Mex i can pa per flower
mak ing, pinata mak ing, and many other
crafts. Amer i can In dian crafts will in clude
bas ket mak ing, stickball mak ing, pinch
pot tery, coil pot tery, and the mak ing of
“dream catch ers.”

Tra di tional dance will in clude West ern
Swing, Chi nese danc ing, Viet nam ese danc -
ing, Mex i can folklorico, Irish step danc ing,
the polka, clog ging, salsa, and other forms.
Mu sic will in clude Celtic, West ern Swing,
old-time fid dling, Scot tish bag pipes, Mex i -
can mariachi, Latin salsa, and much more.

Sto ry tell ing for chil dren and for adults
will also be part of the event. The Winnie
Mae Cafe will offer lunch and din ner se lec -
tions. The event is spon sored by the
Oklahoma Folklife Coun cil, the Oklahoma
Hu man i ties Coun cil, the Oklahoma Arts
Coun cil, the Na tional En dow ment for the
Arts Folklife Pro grams, and  the Oklahoma 
His tory Cen ter. For more in for ma tion con -
tact Rodger Har ris at the OHS Re search
Di vi sion at 405/522-5207 or e-mail him at 
<rharris@okhistory.org>.

For more in for ma tion see the Oklahoma
Folklife Cen ter web page, avail able on line.
at <www.okhistory.org/folk/flc1.htm>.

Bennett Col lec tion do nated to Oklahoma Historical Society

Leon ard Lo gan con grat u lates Dr. Da vid
Baird on his in duc tion into the Hall of
Fame (Steve Sisney photo).

Pres i dent Lo gan and Bob Blackburn pres ent
Hanzi Zhang with the Stu dent His to rian Award 
(Steve Sisney photo).
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As a his to rian, it al ways amazes me how
many per spec tives I can find on any given
event, per son, or place. The facts may be
con stant, but the in ter pre ta tion and story
line can range from one ho ri zon to the next.

I was re minded of the his to rian’s re spon -
si bil ity for in ter pre ta tion a few weeks ago
when the Na tional Park Ser vice asked me
to speak at the ded i ca tion of the Vis i tor
Cen ter at the Bat tle of the Washita His toric 
Site. They asked me to say a few words
about the mean ing of the event and the
place.

In terms of facts, there is lit tle de bate.
The 7th Cav alry, led by the flam boy ant
Civil War hero George Armstrong Custer,
at tacked the vil lage of Chey enne Peace
Chief Black Ket tle on No vem ber 27, 1868.
All his to ri ans agree on the stra te gic mis -
sion of the at tack, the num ber of men,
women, and chil dren killed and cap tured,
and even the lo ca tion of the vil lage along
the banks of the Washita River.

The mean ing of the event, by com par i -
son, is much more elu sive. In my five min -
utes on the plat form, I chose to talk about
three per spec tives, the first up close and
per sonal, the other two from in creas ing
distance.

First, the at tack has mean ing for the
fam i lies of the men, women, and chil dren
who were at tacked on that cold win ter
morn ing. In many Chey enne fam i lies to -
day, you can still hear the sto ries of the
fight, see the pain of loss, and sense the
pride in their an ces tors’ will ing ness to fight 
for their fam i lies against over whelm ing
odds.

To the Chey enne peo ple, the at tack was
not part of west ern ex pan sion or a new
phase of mil i tary tac tics. It was per sonal
trag edy car ried for ever in the hearts of fam -
ily members.

Sec ond, the at tack has mean ing as a fo -
cused, dra matic il lus tra tion of a larger,
more com plex chap ter of Amer i can his tory, 
when the fed eral gov ern ment tried to dis -
pos sess Native peo ple of their land, their
tra di tions, and even their lan guage. From
the Re con struc tion Trea ties of 1866 and
the Bat tle of the Washita to the Curtis Act
and board ing schools, that as sault was
relentless and brutal.

Third, from an even more dis tant per -
spec tive, the at tack rep re sents the loss of
bal ance ev ery com mu nity needs for the
com mon good. The seeds of the con flict
were planted in the abrupt col li sion of two
cul tures and nur tured in the hearts of peo -
ple who saw vi o lence as the only so lu tion.
Iron i cally, Black Ket tle was a re spected
Peace Chief whose goal in life was find ing
res o lu tion to con flict and rec on cil i a tion,
not just in action but in the heart.

When you visit the com pleted ex hib its at
the Bat tle of the Washita His toric Site next
fall, see what you think about the mean ing
of the event and the im por tance of the site.
Yes, there are many per spec tives to be
dis cov ered.

By Bob L. Blackburn
Executive Director

Director’s
Column

De vel op ment News
By Tim Zwink

This month I’d like to up date you on our
Oklahoma Fam ily Tree pro ject.  

As you’ll re call, the Oklahoma Fam ily
Tree is a beau ti ful, orig i nal wall sculp ture
lo cated just out side the El ea nor and John
Kirkpatrick Re search Li brary in the
Oklahoma His tory Cen ter. Here, in di vid u -
als are com mem o rat ing their Oklahoma
fam i lies on the gold and sil ver rep lica
redbud leaves of the Oklahoma Family
Tree.  

At pres ent, I am pleased to an nounce
that we have 42 of the Oklahoma Fam ily
Tree leaves spon sored. Each leaf fea tures
the fam ily sur name, fam ily first names,
and fam ily lo ca tion in a town or county.
The fam i lies me mo ri al ized on the leaves
rep re sent all parts of the state, his tor i cally
and geo graph i cally, from the In dian Ter ri -
tory in the east to the Oklahoma Territory
in the west.  

You can still spon sor a leaf for your fam -
ily for $1,000. If you’d like, your spon sor -
ship pledge could be paid over a two-year
pe riod.  Your sum mer fam ily re union this
year might be an ideal place to pro pose
spon sor ship of an Oklahoma Fam ily Tree
leaf as a fam ily project.  

The Oklahoma Fam ily Tree pro ject of fers 
two great op por tu ni ties. First, you can cre -
ate a leg acy for your fam ily with a leaf on
the Oklahoma Fam ily Tree and a fam ily
his tory for the Oklahoma Fam ily His tory
book.  Sec ond, all pro ceeds from spon sor -
ships go to the Oklahoma His tory Cen ter
En dow ment Fund. This en dow ment fund
will gen er ate im por tant sup port for the
His tory Cen ter for many generations to
come. Call me if you’re in ter ested and want 
to visit about the pro ject.  If you’d like, I can 
send you an or der form.  

You can reach me at 405/522-5217 or
<tzwink@okhistory.org>.

NEW MEMBERS
* in di cates re newed mem ber -
ship in a higher cat e gory

ASSOCIATE 
*Ev ans, Tom & Cheryl, OKC
*Hargis, V. Burns & Ann, OKC
FRIEND
Bailey, Burck & San dra,
       Chan dler
Burns, Sharon K., Edmond
Byrd, Ann, OKC
Conner, Rob ert, Edmond
Dorr, Pat rick, Stillwater
Goble, Carla, Sapulpa
Guthrie, Thomas, OKC
Helton, John R., Edmond
Hous ton, Rich ard T. & Mary,
       OKC
Kaspereit, Don & Carol, OKC
LaFaver, Rich ard N., The
        Wood lands, TX
Law son, Dr. J. Da vid &
        Beverly, Edmond
Mar shall, John H., OKC
Paul, Homer & Dr. Ramona,
       OKC
Pe ters, Cesar, Choc taw
Rob in son, Fred er ick K. & 
       Rob ert K. Lane, OKC
Shillingburg, Jr., Fred er ick &
       Con nie, Edmond
Shrago, Barbara, OKC

Stinson, John, Hous ton, TX
FAMILY
*Abbott, Tom, Tulsa
Ahtone, Heather, Nor man
Alaoni, Mary, OKC
Al ex an der, Jr., Rob ert H., OKC
Allen, Fred & Mar ga ret, Tulsa 
*Allen, Jac que line Hill, Nor man
Ayres, Ar nold & Betty,
       Piedmont
Baker, Mr. and Mrs. Wil liam,
       Nor man
Barclay, Mart & Lily, Ar ca dia
Barnett, Jim & Shir ley, Yu kon
Barrett, Carla, OKC
Bond, Lee & Pat, Nor man
Bowl ing, Dan & Nancy,
       Blackwell
Bradshaw, Betty, Lawton
Brown, Charles H. & Bettye,
       Hous ton, TX
Brown, Mr. and Mrs. Larry,
       Ar ca dia
Cheek, John and Nancy,
       Nichols Hills
Clare, Jan, OKC
D’Achille, Donna, Hammon
Da vis, Tamara L., Sand
       Springs
Domjanovich, Steve, Nor man
Duncan, Hall and Lois,
       Edmond

Dungan, Ken neth & Jo Ann,
       Mid west City
Eckel, Rob ert & Ruth Ann,
       Edmond
Ev ans, Alan Ray & Bobby,
       OKC
Ev ans, Sonya, OKC
Fenton, Gleed & Ann, Mu tual
Flipse, Rosa, Del City
*Free man, Rich ard & Jan elle,
       OKC
Gierhart, Frank B., Sapulpa
Graves, Vir ginia, Atoka
Green, Atty. John E. and
       Wanda, OKC
Haley, John & Di ana, Tulsa
Hallberts, Charles & Iris,
       McAlester
Hanson, Bert and Adelia,
       Stillwater
Hart, Na than, OKC
Hefton, Brig. Gen. Rich ard R.,
       OKC
Hendricks, Curt & Mimi, OKC
Henry, Rob ert H., OKC
Hensley, Rob ert, Tulsa
Hicks, DeLoyd, Achille
Hogg-Krizer, Jane, OKC
Hous ton, Rich ard & Mary,
       OKC
Howe, Ar thur W., Fort Cobb
Irons, Reginald, OKC

Jack son, Os car, Nor man
John son, James, OKC
Kelcy, Gerarda, Edmond
Knotts, Max & Akiko, OKC
Kosanke, Bill & Ann, Lone
       Wolf
Lee, Astrid, El Reno
Lee, For rest, OKC
Lit tle, Gayle, Yu kon
Lom bardy, Nancy, OKC
Lott, Verlon & Teresa, Mid west
       City
Luton, John & Sharon, 
       Edmond
Macha, Chris, OKC
Masopust, Da vid & Jeannie,
       OKC
McCalment, Ray & Di ana,
       Depew
McCormick, Mr. and Mrs.
       Dwight, Stillwater
McRill, Paul & Barbara,
       Nor man
Miller, Dawn, OKC
Mitch ell, Ken neth & Delores,
       OKC
Moore, Sandy, OKC
Pendley, Da vid, Edmond
Persson, Keith & Glo ria,
       Claremore
*Regier, Dale & Phyl lis, Yu kon
Rich ards, Sonny, Stringtown



Meetings
In Oklahoma City the Oklahoma Ge ne a -
log i cal So ci ety’s monthly meet ing will be
held on June 4, 2007, at 6 p.m. in the
Ches a peake Events Cen ter at the
Oklahoma His tory Cen ter, 2401 N. Laird
Av e nue. OHS Re search Co or di na tor Debra
Spin dle will dis cuss how she doc u mented a 
story that her grand mother told about her
own grand mother and her par ents, who
were at tacked while trav el ing on an Or e gon 
Trail wagon train. The OHS Re search Cen -
ter will be staffed and re main open un til
7:45 p.m. that evening. (Special to ML)

Events
The Na tional Cow boy & West ern Her i tage
Mu seum in Oklahoma City is of fer ing its
pres ti gious Prix de West Art Ex hi bi tion,
Sale, and Sem i nars be gin ning June 8 and
9. The ex hi bi tion and sale of more than 300 
West ern paint ings and sculp tures by con -
tem po rary West ern art ists will con tinue
through Sep tem ber 9. The open ing week -
end of June 8 and 9 will in clude art sem i -
nars and dem on stra tions, re cep tions, sale,
and awards ban quet. Res er va tions are re -
quired for open ing ac tiv i ties. For more in -
for ma tion, call 405/478-2250 or go to
<www.nationalcowboymuseum.org>.
(Special to ML)

Weatherford is host ing its an nual Cruise
& Car Show on Fri day and Sat ur day, June
15 and 16. In ad di tion to the show, a free
shut tle will take vis i tors to the Stafford
Space Mu seum and to a lo cal shop ping
area. For in for ma tion, call the Weatherford
Cham ber of Com merce at 800/725-7744
or visit <www.weatherfordchamber.com>.
(Special to ML)

On June 16, 2007, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
the Depew His tor i cal So ci ety will host its
Patch work Days—Stitches in Time fes ti val. 
There will be games for chil dren, Amer i can
In dian danc ing, rides in a horse-drawn
wagon, and ven dors. A por tion of Main
Street will be set aside for the dis play of

clas sic or an tique cars. Con tact Dionna at
918/324-5695 or Linda at 918/324-5535
af ter 6 p.m. (Special to ML)

Clinton will be the venue for the Route 66
Fes ti val to be held June 21–24. For a list ing 
of the dates and times of events go to
<www.route66festival2007.com>. (Spe cial
to ML)

Colcord’s Tal bot Li brary and Mu seum,
500 S. Colcord Ave., will be host ing its An -
nual Book and Bake Sale on Sat ur day,
June 2. The sale is in con junc tion with
Colcord’s Old Set tlers Day, which will fea -
ture food and mu sic. Call 918/326-4532 or 
go to <www.talbotlibrary.com>. 
(Spe cial to ML)

Gene Autry Oklahoma Mu seum, lo cated
in the town of Gene Autry (five miles east of
In ter state 35 on State High way 53), is an -
nounc ing that tick ets for the Gene Autry
Oklahoma Film & Mu sic Fes ti val, sched -
uled for Sep tem ber 26–30, 2007, have gone 
on sale. The Headliner Con cert, fea tur ing
“Rid ers in the Sky,” will be on Sat ur day,
Sep tem ber 29, be gin ning at 6:30 p.m.
Oklahoma bal lad eer Les Gilliam and ac tor
Dale Rob ert son will join other en ter tain ers
who will share their cow boy and coun try
mu sic, cow boy po etry, and sto ry tell ing. Ac -
cord ing to Mu seum Di rec tor Elvin Sweeten,
this year’s event will be spe cial be cause of
Oklahoma’s cen ten nial cel e bra tion as well
as the com mem o ra tion of ac tor and singer
Gene Autry’s 100th birth day.  To or der tick -
ets call 580/294-3047, Mon days-Sat ur -
days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Spe cial to ML)   

Hap pen ings
The Oklahoma Cen ten nial Com mis sion
has an nounced the re lease of a poster hon -
or ing the state’s strong Na tive Amer i can in -
flu ence. Re nowned art ist Ben Harjo
cre ated the poster, “A Re turn ing of Na -
tions.” It is avail able for $16 plus $2 for
ship ping. It can be ob tained by com plet ing
an on line form at the Com mis sion’s web
site, <www.oklahomacentennial.com>, or
by send ing check or money or der to

Oklahoma Cen ten nial Com mis sion, Attn:
A Re turn ing of Na tions Poster, 133 West
Main Street, Suite 100, Oklahoma City, OK 
73102. The poster is also avail able at the
Oklahoma Cen ten nial Ki osk in Penn Square
Mall. For in for ma tion call 405/228-2006.
(Spe cial to ML)

Bartlesville’s Price Tower was pro claimed
a Na tional His toric Land mark by the U.S.
Sec re tary of the In te rior Dirk Kempthorne
on April 4, 2007. The de sign of the Price
Tower was based upon a 1929 de sign by
Frank Lloyd Wright for the St.
Marks-in-the-Bouwerie, New York City.
The plans were adapted from their orig i nal
all-res i den tial plan to ac com mo date re tail
and com mer cial rental spaces as well.
Com pleted in 1956 for the H. C. Price Com -
pany of Bartlesville, the tower’s nine teen
can ti le vered sto ries have been re turned to
their multiuse or i gins, cur rently hous ing
the Price Tower Arts Cen ter, the Inn at
Price Tower, the Cop per Res tau rant, the
Wright Place mu seum store, and a few
commercial tenants. (Special to ML)

Op por tu ni ties
Nor man’s Carl Al bert Con gres sio nal Re -
search and Stud ies Cen ter at the Uni ver -
sity of Oklahoma is seek ing ap pli cants for
its Vis it ing Schol ars Pro gram, which pro -
vides fi nan cial as sis tance to re search ers
work ing at the cen ter’s ar chives. Awards of
$500 to $1,000 are gen er ally granted as re -
im burse ment for travel and lodg ing. The
Vis it ing Schol ars Pro gram is open to any
ap pli cant. Em pha sis is given to those pur -
su ing post doc toral re search in his tory, po -
lit i cal sci ence, and other fields. Grad u ate
stu dents, in ter ested un der grad u ates, and
lay re search ers can also ap ply.  The cen -
ter’s col lec tions are de scribed in the pub li -
ca tion A Guide to the Carl Al bert Cen ter
Con gres sio nal Ar chives (1995), avail able
on line at <www.ou.edu>. Ap pli ca tions are
ac cepted at any time. For in for ma tion con -
tact Ar chi vist, Carl Al bert Cen ter, 630
Parrington Oval, Room 101, Uni ver sity of
Oklahoma, Nor man, OK, 73019 or call
405/325-5835. (Spe cial to ML)  

NEW MEMBERS, cont'd.
Rob ert son, Shir ley & Donna Am bler,
       Chan dler
Rob in son, Barbara, Tecumseh
Rog ers, Eric & Kimberly Buhrow, 
       Mid west City
Rog ers, Jay & Shery, Yu kon
Schmidt, A. W. & Pamela, Nor man
Schrupp, Da vid & Gretchen, Shaw nee
Scott, John L. & Mar sha, Enid
Smith, Bill & Pat, Chickasha
*Staggs, Dr. Barbara and Ross,
       Muskogee
Staggs, Er nest E., Ada
Stan ley, Ron ald & Joyce, Yu kon
Szweda, Luke & Pamela, OKC
Teal-Har ris, Mary Ann, OKC
Thomp son, Dwaine, OKC

Todd, Rhea, OKC
Weigand, Dr. and Mrs. Den nis,
       Edmond
White, Gary, Edmond
Wilkins, Maurice & Cookie, Chickasha
Wing field, Judy, Yu kon
Wolf, An drew & Helen, OKC
INDIVIDUAL
An der son, Glenna, Owasso
Arinwine, Ken neth, OKC
Baker, Bonnie, Muskogee
Beatty, Car o lyn, OKC
Brantley, Jenise T., Wich ita, KS
Brown, Mr. & Mrs. Charles, Baytown,
       TX
Bull ock, Laura, Tulsa
Col lins, Phillip Hugh, Ant lers
Coo per, Dor o thy, Odessa, TX

Cuskey, Car o lyn, Mid west City
Deadwiley, Sean, No ble
Eastham. Kellie, Edmond
Eichling, Bob, Warner
Emmett, Lou ise, OKC
Foote, Nancy Frye, Tulsa
Fore, Sharon, Bethany
Har ding, Jane, Bethany
Har ring ton, Jeff, OKC
Har ris, San dra, Chickasha
Hellwege, Vir ginia, King fisher
Jack son, Joyce, Mid west City
Jarvis, Joyce, Sherman, TX
Jones, Dr. Kathryn, OKC
Karl, Erin, OKC
Keegan, Ed, Rockwall, TX
Kinser, Mar ga ret, OKC
Kissler, Fran cis R., Weatherford

Lane, Ger ald R., Ba ton Rouge, LA
Law rence, Sue, Tulsa
Lee, Larry, Muskogee
Lo gan, The o dore, Mid west City
Mallett, Ms. J. E., OKC
McCollough, Mil dred D., Yu kon
McEwen, Mi chael, Med i cine Park
McNutt, Ing rid, OKC
Mims, Velma, Pan ama City, FL
Myers, D. L., Tulsa
Ninemire, Rebecca, Madill
Peck, Betty, Shaw nee
Pen ning ton, Da vid B., Tulsa
Pow ers, Lorine Q., OKC
Ray, Ar thur, Hartville, MO
Ringo, Rob ert B., Lin coln, CA
Rog ers, Shir ley Val, Muskogee
Sapien, Janice, Stanton, CA

Simpson, Joanna, No ble
Six, Mary, Rio Linda, CA
Smith, Darcas B., Mid west City
Smith, Ed, OKC
Sum mers, Deborah, Mid west City
Tate, Juanita J., Ardmore
Thomp son, Carole, OKC
Wheeler, Jimmie R., Heavener
Wimberly, Dan, Bartlesville
Winterman, Vivian, OKC
Win ters, Gracie, Newkirk
Worley, Phyl lis, OKC
INSTITUTIONAL
Key Acad emy, McAlester
*Cimarron Val ley Rail road Mu seum, 
        Cush ing 
Uni ver sity of Sci ence and Art
        of Oklahoma, Chickasha



Paw nee Bill rides again,
 June 16, 23, 30

When is a new show an old show? When it is a freshly writ ten, faith ful ad ap ta tion
of the Orig i nal Paw nee Bill’s Wild West Show. In rec og ni tion of the Oklahoma State
Cen ten nial, the show is be ing re vamped to fea ture the acts from the 1906 and 1907
orig i nal Paw nee Bill’s Wild West Shows. With new pro duc ers and di rec tors com bin -
ing stage, script, and his tor i cal pres er va tion back grounds, the Wild West Show is ex -
pected to be as his tor i cally ac cu rate as mod ern laws and conventions will allow! 

In the tra di tion of the orig i nal Paw nee Bill’s Wild West Show, the cast will as sem ble 
in down town Paw nee and pa rade through town and on to the Ranch Site. Ev ery one is in vited to fol low the cast
from town to the Paw nee Bill Ranch, just as gen er a tions past fol lowed the show from the rail road un load ing
sites to the are nas. Cast mem bers will be avail able to the pub lic af ter the pa rade un til 5:30 p.m. In ad di tion,
other his tor i cally ac cu rate en ter tain ment, from black smith ing dem on stra tions to a gun fight and sharp -
shooters and a med i cine man show and mu si cians, will be held con tin u ously on “the hill” at the Pawnee Bill
Ranch Site.

The Schedule of Events
11:00 a.m.  Ranch Site Opens 
  2:00 p.m.  Pa rade, down town Paw nee, end ing at ranch 
  2:30 p.m.   En ter tain ment be gins on “hill” at Ranch, new show ev ery 30 min utes 
  4:30 p.m.  Mid way opens at arena, BBQ be gins serv ing 
  7:30 p.m.  Grand En try, The Orig i nal Paw nee Bill’s Wild West Show, arena 

The Price of
Admission—

ADULTS: $12 

CHILDREN: $6 (10 and un der) 

GROUPS: $10 per per son. Please
call Ranch for de tails.

SENIORS:  $10  Tick ets avail able
at Ranch only. 

BOX SEATS: $80 (8 Ring side box
seats) Call Ranch for res er va tions.

Paw nee Bill Ranch 
918/762-2513

Wild West Show Tick ets
 Tick ets are now avail able at the Paw nee Bill Ranch Mu seum, or

over the phone at 918/762-2513.



OHS Places . . .
Honey Springs Battlefield Site

1863 Honey Springs Battlefield Road
Checotah, OK 74426-6301
Phone: 918/473-5572
Hours: Battlefield, Tues.-Sat., 8 a.m.–5 p.m.; Sunday,
          1–5 p.m.

            Interpretive Center, Tues.-Sat., 9 a.m.–4:30
          p.m.; Sunday, 1–4:30 p.m.
Admission: Free; donations are accepted.
Directions: Take the Checotah/Rentiesville exit 264B
off of Interstate 40; go north on U.S. Highway 69
approx. 3 miles to the second exit (Bus. U.S.
69/Checotah/Rentiesville); go north to John Hope
Franklin Boulevard (Rentiesville Road) and drive east
two miles to the edge of the battlefield and follow the
signage to the visitor’s center.

Vis i tors to east-cen tral Oklahoma do not 
have far to travel to see a Civil War bat tle
site. Gen er ally, when peo ple think of Civil
War bat tle fields, they im me di ately re call
Gettsyburg, Vicksburg, Antietam, and
Shiloh. How ever, the larg est Civil War en -
gage ment in In dian Ter ri tory (pres ent
Oklahoma) took place on July 17, 1863, at
Honey Springs, along the Texas Road, a

north-south route through the Cher o kee,
Creek, and Choc taw na tions. At the Honey
Springs Bat tle field Site the vis i tor’s cen ter
of fers in ter pre tive ma te rial that pro vides
an over view of the bat tle and the his toric
site. Six trails, to tal ing ap prox i mately two
miles, mark the Fed eral and Con fed er ate
bat tle lines, the Fed eral biv ouac area, and
the site of the Con fed er ate head quar ters.

Up com ing events at the his toric site in -
clude the Fifth An nual Me mo rial Run on

July 13, 2007, and the An nual 
Me mo rial Ser vice and Friends’
Meet ing on July 14. On Sep -
tem ber 15 and No vem ber 17,
2007, reenactors will de pict
non com ba tant life dur ing the
Civil War. The Honey Springs
Bat tle field Site was listed in the
Na tional Reg is ter of His toric
Places  in 1970 (NR 70000848).

In 1991 the Friends of
Honey Springs Bat tle field
Park, Inc., or ga nized as a
tax-ex empt or ga ni za tion to
pro mote, to as sist, and to sup -
port pro grams and ser vices at
the his toric site. Ini tial mem -
ber ship in cluded more than

800 peo ple from across the United States
as well as Can ada, Eng land, France, Ger -
many, and Scot land. An nual dues are $10
for a vot ing mem ber ship, $25 for a sup -
port ing mem ber ship, and $100 for a busi -
ness mem ber ship. In qui ries re gard ing the
Friends or ga ni za tion should be mailed to:
Friends of Honey Springs Bat tle field, P.O.
Box 756, Checotah, OK 74426-0756.

Con ser va tors visit
Overholser Man sion to

as sess in te rior res to ra tion
Heather Seifert, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor of

Pres er va tion Oklahoma, re ceived grants
from the Na tional Trust’s Cynthia Woods
Mitch ell Fund for His toric In te ri ors and the 
Oklahoma City Com mu nity Foun da tion to
bring con ser va tors to the Overholser Man -
sion, an OHS prop erty in Oklahoma City,
to as sess the orig i nal fin ishes and tex tiles. 

Bryon Roselette from EverGreene Paint -
ing Stu dios in Chi cago ex am ined fin ishes
such as the wood work and the can vas wall
and ceil ing cov ers. EverGreene has re -
cently com pleted res to ra tion pro jects at
the Skirvin Ho tel in down town Oklahoma
City and the Marland Man sion in Ponca
City. Deborah Bede from Stillwater Tex tile
Con ser va tion Stu dio in New Hamp shire
ex am ined tex tiles such as up hol stery and
car pet ing. Roselette and Bede will be com -
plet ing rec om mended treat ment plans as
well as cost es ti mates for the needed work.

Roselette dis cussed some of his find ings
dur ing a pub lic pro gram at the man sion on 
March 21 for approximately 30 peo ple.
Both Roselette and Bede were amazed that 
the man sion has so much of the orig i nal
fab ric in tact. As Roselette pointed out dur -
ing the pro gram, “Imag ine liv ing in your
house for a hun dred years and never
paint ing the walls or re fin ish ing the
wood work!”

While they were in the man sion, Bryon
Roselette cleaned sam ple patches on the
wall can vases in the li brary and the par lor. 
The dra matic con trast shows the im prove -
ment that can be achieved with pro fes -
sional pres er va tion work.

Hidden Collections . . .
The David L. Payne Papers

By Larry O’Dell

When a his to rian, re searcher, or some -
one in ter ested in the past has the op por tu -
nity to read and ac tu ally hold doc u ments
writ ten by key fig ures in cre at ing the pres -
ent, it is truly an ex cit ing mo ment. One
such pros pect in the Re search Col lec tions
of  the Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety is the
Da vid L. Payne Pa pers (84.16). 

Payne, a cousin of Da vid Crockett, was
born in In di ana in 1836. At a young age he
re lo cated to the West, homesteading in
Kan sas, scout ing for the gov ern ment, and
later join ing the U.S. Army. His con tri bu -
tion to his tory and Oklahoma, which is
some times vil i fied, came in 1879, when he
or ga nized col o nists to set tle the Un as -
signed Lands in pres ent cen tral Oklahoma. 
“Boom ers,” who ag i tated for the non-In dian 
set tle ment of In dian Ter ri tory, had be gun
their quest prior to Payne, but he es ca lated
the process. Un der his guid ance mem bers
re peat edly in truded into the re gion that is
the pres ent Sooner State, only to be re -
pelled and ar rested by U.S. Army troops,
in clud ing the famed “Buf falo Sol diers.” In
1884 Payne un ex pect edly died, leav ing his
trusted com pa triot Wil liam Couch to
persevere and eventually open the land to
settlement. 

The pa pers, which con sist of two doc u -
ment boxes, less than a cu bit foot, span
Payne’s Boom er years. They con tain not
only cor re spon dence with con tem po rar ies
and na tional pol i ti cians, but his per sonal
jour nal en tries. Also, min utes to meet ings,
mem ber ship lists, ap pli ca tion cards, press 

re leases, and other doc u ments from his or -
ga ni za tion al low re search ers to gar ner
information on the group’s in ner work ings.
Other in ter est ing items in clude Payne’s
call ing cards and lec ture cards. Let ters of
W. P. Camp bell and a bib li og ra phy com -
piled by Carl Coke Rister are also a part of
the col lec tion. The pa pers can be ac cessed
at the John and El ea nor Kirkpatrick Re -
search Cen ter and viewed in the Daugherty 
Fam ily Rare Book Room.



On April 4, 2007, four Oklahoma prop er -
ties re flect ing a va ri ety of prop erty types
are among the lat est to be added to the Na -
tional Reg is ter of His toric Places. The Na -
tional Reg is ter is the fed eral gov ern ment’s
of fi cial list of prop er ties sig nif i cant in our
his tory. The State His toric Pres er va tion Of -
fice is proud to an nounce the ad di tion of
these four prop er ties, bringing the total
number of listings from the state to 1,096.

The Keel Creek Bridge, lo cated on S.H.
31 north of Coalgate, was con structed in
1940 (J. Gabbert photo, above). Fea tur ing
two spans sup ported by hand-cut stone
piers and abut ments, the bridge was part
of the county-wide in fra struc ture im prove -
ment pro gram ini ti ated by county of fi cials.
Workers and fund ing for the bridge were
pro vided by the Works Pro jects Ad min is -
tra tion (WPA), a New Deal era work-re lief
pro gram. Farm-to-mar ket roads and street 
im prove ments were pri or i ties for ru ral Coal 
County. County of fi cials were con vinced
that an im proved in fra struc ture would
help the county re bound from the eco -
nomic col lapse of the coal mining and
cotton farming industries.

The old Douglass High School, lo cated at 
600 North High Av e nue in Oklahoma City,
was added to the Reg is ter for its ed u ca -
tional and so cial sig nif i cance to the city’s
Af ri can Amer i can com mu nity. At a time
when seg re gated ed u ca tional fa cil i ties were 
man dated by law, Douglass High School
was re nowned for the qual ity of its fac ulty
and for its im por tance as a cen ter of so cial
and cul tural ac tiv ity in the city.  The build -
ing it self be gan in 1910 as Lowell School,
an el e men tary school for white stu dents. 

The col ored, or sep a rate, school was
lo cated on East Cal i for nia Street, near
Bricktown.  By the early 1930s the ex -
ist ing Douglass School was di lap i -
dated and over crowded. De mo graphic
changes in the city led to the con ver -
sion of Lowell into the new sep a rate
high school. In 1933 the firm of
Layton, Hicks, and Forsyth was con -
tracted to de sign the makeover, and
with the ad di tion of a gym, a pool, an
au di to rium, and more class rooms, the 
new cam pus was brought up to mod -
ern use. The name “Douglass” fol lowed 
the stu dents from East Cal i for nia to
High Av e nue for the 1934 school year,
and the new fa cil ity be came a hub of

ac tiv ity. The school was re nowned for its 
stu dents’ ac com plish ments. By host ing
many events and gath er ings, it so lid i fied 
its place in the city's Af ri can Amer i can
com mu nity.

The F. W. Meaders Res i dence, lo -
cated at 521 S. Broad way in Ada, is
listed in the Na tional Reg is ter for its ar -
chi tec tural sig nif i cance in Ada (J.
Lupkin photo, below). It is an ex am ple
of Re nais sance Revival–style res i den -
tial ar chi tec ture, atyp i cal for the hous -
ing stock of Ada. It is noted for its
arcaded porch and for the bal ance and
sym me try of its de sign. Frank W.
Meaders made his money in oil, both as a
driller and as a pro ces sor. In 1929 he com -
mis sioned Al bert Ross to de sign a new

house for him.  Ross was a noted de signer
in the area, hav ing  de signed the Ada Pub -
lic Library and build ings at East Cen tral

and South east ern colleges, as well as
many oth ers.

The Perryman Ranch head quar ters is lo -
cated near Duke, in Jack son County (M.
Cassity photo, below). The ranch com plex
con tains a num ber of dry-laid stone re -
sources that date from 1888 and the next
de cade. Most no ta ble are the 1892
half-dug out and the cor ral/barn com plex.
The ranch head quar ters is sig nif i cant in
terms of set tle ment and ag ri cul ture; the
ranch dates to the ear li est oc cu pa tion of 
Old Greer County, which at the time was
part of Texas. It rep re sents the chang ing
na ture of the ag ri cul tural that oc cu pa tion,
as open-range ranch ing de volved into
unit-farm, mixed ag ri cul ture.  It is sig nif i -

cant as a rare, in tact ex am ple of dry-laid
stone work. This once com mon tech nique
was fre quently used where tim ber was

scarce, but stone readily
avail able.  In the West it was
not typ i cally a per ma nent
so lu tion and of ten fell by the
way side when newer build -
ing ma te ri als be came avail -
able. The Perryman Ranch
re tains a dry-laid stone
half-dug out and two cor rals.  
Al though de te ri o rat ing, the
head quar ters still reflects its 
origins in Old Greer County.

The State His toric Pres er -
va tion Of fice strives to gain
rec og ni tion for places sig nif -
i cant in Oklahoma’s his tory.

For more in for ma tion on
these or other Na tional Reg is ter prop er ties, 
call Jim Gabbert at 405/522-4478 send an  
e-mail to <jgabbert@okhistory.org>.

Na tional Reg is ter lists four Oklahoma prop er ties in April

Come over and be so cia ble at the Murrell Home on June 2
The his toric George Murrell Home in Park Hill, Oklahoma, will hold its four teenth an nual Lawn So cial on Sat ur day, June 2, from

12 p.m. to 4 p.m. This clas sic event evokes the beauty, color, mu sic, and dance of yes ter year in the Cher o kee Na tion. Cos tumed
reenactors will pres ent liv ing his tory scenes in side and out side the 1845 Greek Re vival–style plan ta tion house. Sev eral will rep re -
sent de scen dants of the cel e brated Chief John Ross and Rob ert Bruce Ross, who lived in the house for a de cade and was chair of the
Cher o kee del e ga tion to the Dawes Com mis sion. 

Other reenactors will share in for ma tion on en ter tain ing, cook ing, child birth, death, and mourn ing cus toms of the nine teenth cen -
tury. Children’s lawn games and sto ry tell ing will be fea tured as well. Ar ti sans will dem on strate spin ning, weav ing, em broi dery,
black smith ing, bow-and-ar row mak ing, and log cabin con struc tion. Vis i tors can learn tra di tional dances such as the Vir ginia reel
and the qua drille. Live mu sic will be pro vided by Cher o kee coun try tra di tional string band “Good Com pany.” 

Vis i tors may also view re cent res to ra tion work com pleted on the house. A Na tional His toric Land mark, the Murrell Home is owned
and op er ated by the OHS. It is lo cated three miles south of Tahlequah and one mile east of S.H. 82. Call 918/456-2751 for in for ma -
tion or e-mail <murrellhome@intellex.com>. 



Gift Shop News     
By Russ Haynes

Hello! The Gift Shop News col umn is
back. Thanks to all the mem bers who have
or dered books and gifts us ing the OHS Cat -
a log of Pub li ca tions. Your pa tron age is
greatly ap pre ci ated. We are al most half way
to the Cen ten nial cel e bra tion in No vem ber,
and we have been hav ing a great time here
in the new His tory Cen ter. It is ex cit ing to be 
part of Oklahoma his tory as we cel e brate
one hun dred years as a state. Please take a
mo ment to look at some of the new books we
are car ry ing here in the Gift Shop, and
please send us any ques tions or sug ges tions.

Cher o kee Be liefs and Prac tices of the
An cients: Out of the Flame by James Adair. 
This ex cerpt from Adair’s His tory of the Amer i -
can In di ans in cludes spe cific in for ma tion on the
be liefs and cus toms of the Cher o kee peo ple.
Con sid ered to be the old est source on the sub -
ject. 230 pages. Pa per back. $24.95

Way Down Yon der in the In dian Na tion:
Writ ings from Amer ica’s Heart land by
Mi chael Wallis. These six teen es says re flect

Wallis’s fin est writ ing and har ken to a time be -
fore fast food and malls re placed fam ily-owned
diners along Route 66. Brings to life some of
Oklahoma’s most mem o ra ble char ac ters, fa -
mous and in fa mous, or di nary and down-home.
Vol ume 3 in the Oklahoma Sto ries and Sto ry tell -
ers Se ries. 253 pages. Pa per back. $15.95

It Hap pened in Oklahoma: From the
Drama of the Dust Bowl to the Build ing
of a 900-foot Je sus, Thirty Sto ries from
Sooner State His tory by Rob ert Dorman. A
unique look at in trigu ing peo ple and ep i sodes in
Sooner State his tory. Writ ten in an easy-to-read, 
en ter tain ing, in for ma tive style. Re counts some
of the most cap ti vat ing mo ments in Oklahoma’s
past and pres ent. 162 pages. Pa per back. $9.95

The Story of Golf in Oklahoma by Del
Lemon. Chron i cles golf  his tory of the Sooner
State, from cham pi on ships to courses to per -
son al i ties. Pre vi ously un pub lished ma te rial in -
cludes nu mer ous color and black-and-white
pho to graphs, course lay outs, de tailed ap pen di -
ces doc u ment ing dates, lo ca tions, cham pi ons,
and win ning scores of ev ery Oklahoma Open, as
well as other prom i nent golf cham pi on ships

played in Oklahoma. 400 Pages. Hard back.
$24.95

The KOM League Re mem bered by John
Hall. For seven sea sons (1946–52) the Kan -
sas-Oklahoma-Mis souri League of fered some of
the era’s most mem o ra ble bush-league base ball. 
Of the 1,588 play ers who donned KOM League
uni forms, 30 made it to the ma jors, in clud ing
Hall-of-Famer Mickey Man tle. Chron i cles the
league in doz ens of vin tage pho to graphs as well
as text. 128 pages. Pa per back. $19.95 
  
     Call or e-mail com ments or sug ges tions to
<giftshop@okhistory.org> or to 405/522-5214.
Thanks for your pa tron age. We look for ward to
hear ing from each and ev ery one of you. Have a
great cen ten nial year!

Dur ing the Route 66 Fes ti val in June,
au thor Molly Griffis will au to graph books
and visit with Route 66 en thu si asts along
with the pho tog ra phers Jim Ross and
Shellee Gra ham on June 23, 2007, from 9
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Griffis is the au thor of the Route 66 fa -
vor ite book Great Amer i can Bun ion Derby,
as well as other pub li ca tions. Great Amer i -
can Bun ion Derby was a fi nal ist for the
Oklahoma Book Award and won the
Gamma State Au thor’s Award (is the state
or ga ni za tion of Delta Kappa Gamma So ci -

ety In ter na tional). The Great Amer i can
Bun ion Derby is sig nif i cant be cause it was
a 3,422–mile cross-coun try race to pro -
mote Route 66.  Of 199 orig i nal entrants,
only 55 fin ished the gru el ing, 84–day race.
Oklahoma na tive Andy Payne won and
took home $25,000. He bought his par ents
a new home in Foyil, Oklahoma. All of
Griffis’ sworks are set in Oklahoma, for she 
is an Oklahoma na tive, born in Apache.
Her fa vor ite child hood mem ory is lis ten ing
to sto ries told around the stove in Le vite’s
Handy Cor ner, her par ents’ gen eral store. A

grad u ate of the Uni ver sity of Oklahoma, she 
lives in Nor man.

The book sign ing is an all-day event from 
9 a.m. to 7 p.m. in the mu seum’s Wow!
Room, free to the pub lic.  Dur ing the Fes ti -
val the mu seum will be open on Sat ur day,
June 23, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and on
Sunday, June 24, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Ad mis sion to the mu seum is $3 for adults,
$2.50 for se niors and groups of 10 or more, 
and $1 for stu dents 6-18. Children un der 5 
are free. For ad di tional in for ma tion con tact 
Pat Smith at 580/323-7866. 

Tat ting, any one? Learn how on June 16 
at Kingfisher

Sat ur day, June 16, 2007, the Chis holm Trail Mu seum in King -
fisher will hold a tat ting work shop. The class be gins at 1 p.m. and is 
open to be gin ning, in ter me di ate, and ex pe ri enced tat ters. Work
con tin ues un til 4 p.m.

Say—What is tat ting, any way? If you don’t know, then you’re a
be gin ner! Web ster's 3rd In ter na tional Dic tio nary de fines it as “form -
ing a del i cate, hand made lace (as for edg ing, in ser tion, or doi lies),
formed usu. by loop ing and knot ting with a sin gle cot ton thread
and a small shut tle to make var ied de signs of rings and semi cir -
cles.” That's why great-grand moth er’s clothes were so pretty.

Now that you know what it is, its time to learn more. Who can
teach you? Judy Banashek, Irene Mor gan, and Gina But ler. Call
405/375-5176 to get started.

Molly Griffis to sign books at the Oklahoma Route 66 Mu seum dur ing Route 66 Fes ti val

OHS mem bers, in clude 10% dis count.
OK res i dents, add 8.375% sales tax.

Add Ship ping and Han dling:
            $  .00 to 15.00  = $4.50

$15.01 to 30.00 = $5.50
$30.01 to 50.00 = &6.50
$50.01 to 75.00 = &7.50
$75.01 to $100 = $10.00

Awards! Ku dos!
Rec og ni tion!

Howard McKinnis of Honey Springs
Bat tle field was named Checotah Main
Street’s Mem ber of the Year. McKinnis
works for OHS at Honey Springs and is a
mem ber of the Checotah Main Street
Board. Pic tured at the Main Street Ban quet 
in Checotah in March were Rep. Ed
Cannaday, McKinnis, and Rep. Terry Har -
ri son (cour tesy McIntosh County Dem o crat).

Oklahoma City Beau ti ful has given the
Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety an 

“Ex cep tional” award for the land scap ing
used to cre ate the Red River Jour ney. The
Jour ney is lo cated on the grounds of the
Oklahoma His tory Cen ter.

The Oklahoma As so ci a tion of Broad cast -
ers’ Out stand ing Achieve ment Award for
Spe cial Fea tures was given to OETA at the
OAB ban quet in March for a “Stateline
‘Cen ten nial Se ries’” story on the Buf falo
Sol diers at Fort Gib son His toric Site. Bill 
Moore and Mi chael Dean of the OHS staff
as sisted in the pro duc tion.
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June hap pen ings at OHS Places

June 2
Murrell Home Lawn So cial, Park Hill

June 9
Fort Towson Home com ing, Fort Towson

“Two Gen tle men of the Prai rie: Jessie Chis holm, Black Bea ver, and the 

True Story of the Chis holm Trail,” Chis holm Trail Mu seum, King fisher

June 16, 23, 30
Paw nee Bill's Wild West Show, Paw nee Bill Ranch, Paw nee

June 21
Sum mer Sol stice Walks, Spiro Mounds Ar chae o log i cal Cen ter, Spiro

June 21–23
Route 66 Fes ti val, Clinton

June 23
Oklahoma Cen ten nial Folklife Fes ti val, Oklahoma His tory Cen ter, OKC

through June 24
A Drive in the Past Lane, ex hibit, in con junc tion with the Route 66 Fes ti val, 

Route 66 Mu seum, Clinton

All month
“Voices in the Tallgrass”: Na tive Women Art ists of Oklahoma

Pi o neer Woman Mu seum, Ponca City

Cel e brate the be gin ning of sum mer with a fam ily
ex cur sion to the Spiro Mounds Ar chae o log i cal Cen -
ter on June 21 and 22. Site Man ager Den nis Pe ter -
son will lead the Sol stice walks through the an cient 
mounds while pre sent ing in for ma tion on the site’s
his tory. That his tory be gins with the Amer i can In -
di ans who con structed the earth mounds and con -
tin ues with sto ries about ex ca va tions con ducted in
the twen ti eth cen tury by ar chae ol o gists and “pot
hunt ers” (loot ers, to be more pre cise).

Tours start at 11 a.m. and con tinue at 2 p.m.
and 7 p.m. Each is ap prox i mately one mile of easy
walk ing and lasts about two hours. The 7 p.m. tour
will al low you to view the sun set and wild life that
ven tures out at twi light.

Ad mis sion is still $3 for adults and $2 for chil -
dren. The cen ter is sit u ated three miles east and
four miles north of Spiro. For more in for ma tion call
918/962-2062. (Art work by Don ald R. John son.)

Spiro Mounds her alds the dawn of sum mer

“Two Gentlemen of the Prairie: Jesse Chisholm, Black Beaver, and the True
Story of the Chisholm Trail” on June 9

On Sat ur day,  June 9, at  10 a.m. Phil Pruner will por tray Black Bea ver, Del a ware scout and
trans la tor, at the Chis holm Trail Mu seum in King fisher. Jessie Chis holm and Cap tain Black
Bea ver (Prin ci pal Chief of the Del a ware Tribe of Oklahoma dur ing the last half of the 1800s)
were close friends for more than thirty years. Their ac quain tance dated from the 1834 Dra goon
Ex pe di tion led Col. Henry Dodge onto the plains of Oklahoma. Black Bea ver and Chis holm were 
friends un til Chis holm’s un for tu nate death in 1867. Closer than broth ers, the two men of ten
worked to gether as guides, scouts, and trans la tors for ex plor atory ex pe di tions, em i grant wagon 
trains, and mil i tary ac tions from the In dian Ter ri tory all the way to Cal i for nia dur ing the tur bu -
lent fron tier pe riod of Amer i can his tory. Even when they were  not co-work ers, they lived sur -
pris ingly par al lel lives, and it can hon estly be said that they com ple mented each other’s skills
and were never com pet i tors. This spirit of co op er a tion was never more ap par ent than in re gard
to the fa mous Chis holm Trail, al ter nately re ferred to as the Black Bea ver Trail be fore Chisholm
made the trip to Kan sas. The true story of this fa mous trail is much more in ter est ing than most
peo ple imag ine.

Phil Pruner is a fifth-gen er a tion Okla ho man and a de scen dant of Black Bea ver. Pruner draws 
from pub lished re cords and fam ily his tory to weave a fas ci nat ing tale. From his early work as a
guide for art ist and nat u ral ist John James Audobon through his pa tri otic ser vice dur ing the
Civil War, to be ing hon ored by the pres i dent for his peace ef forts among the In di ans of
Oklahoma and the South west, Black Bea ver lived a life that few men could equal. Join Phil
Pruner at the Chis holm Trail Mu seum, 605 Zellers Av e nue in King fisher, for a warm and in ti -
mate por trait. Call 405/375-5176 for in for ma tion.


