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Fort Gib son dig re veals orig i nal stockade walls
For many years his to ri ans have pon dered 

and de bated the ex act lo ca tion and fate of
the orig i nal Fort Gib son stock ade. Mem ory
of its lo ca tion has been lost to time, and few 
re cords re main to pro vide clues. From
March 26 through 29 a team con sist ing of
Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety em ploy ees
and an Oklahoma Ar chae o log i cal Sur vey
(OAS) ar chae ol o gist put trowel to earth to
un cover ev i dence that might pro vide an -
swers to the ques tion. Ex pec ta tions were
guarded, but in three days' work the foun -
da tion rem nants of two build ing sec tions of 
the stock ade were re vealed af ter be ing bur -
ied for more than 140 years. 

Con struc tion on the orig i nal mil i tary
stock ade had be gun in 1824. The struc ture 
con tin ued in mil i tary use un til the time of 
the Civil War. Af ter the war ended in 1865,
the stock ade be came only a mem ory. The
town of Fort Gib son en croached, and the
rail road came through the site. Track was
laid across the cen ter of the place where
the for tress once had stood. 

Lo cal in ter est in the old fort as a tour ist
at trac tion was re vi tal ized in the 1920s. A
replica of the stock ade was built by the
Works Prog ress Ad min is tra tion (WPA) in
1936. By then, the rail road, res i dences, and
roads had de stroyed many of the ar chae o log -
i cal re sources of the stock ade site. Lit tle hard 
ev i dence or written re cord re mained for
re search ers. 

The search for the ar chae o log i cal re mains
of the stock ade be gan in March 2003 when
test units were dug in the in te rior of the rep -
lica. This be gan the ef fort to de ter mine
whether any ev i dence re mained of the orig -
i nal and also to gain more knowl edge about 
how the WPA work crews had con structed
the rep lica. It was de ter mined that half of
the site had been scraped clean, while the
other half had been in-filled to pro vide a
pad on which to sit u ate the new unit. 

To ex pand on the in for ma tion gained in
2003, Dr. Leland Bement of the OAS used
the survey's cor ing unit to take core sam -
ples in and around the stock ade. The goal
was to cor rob o rate pre vi ous find ings and
pro vide ad di tional in for ma tion on soil types 
and den sity. With the find ings of that work
in hand, a re mote sens ing sur vey was con -
ducted in early June 2006 to fur ther ex -
pand the data. The geo phys i cal sur vey, us -
ing four types of re mote sens ing equip ment 
funded by a Na tional Park Ser vice (NPS)
grant was conducted by NPS employee
Steve DeVore.

Armed with the in for ma tion from the
pre vi ous ar chae o log i cal work, cor ing, and
re mote sens ing, along with ex ten sive re -
search in his tor i cal doc u ments by site

staff, sev eral ar eas were cho sen for fur ther
test ing. The meld ing of the work of ar chae -
ol o gist and his to rian led to the un cov er ing
of the stone foun da tions that in di cated the
place ment of the orig i nal stock ade. The
par al lel lines of stone foun da tions in two
lo ca tions, along with early-nine teenth-cen -

tury ma te rial cul ture items, lay out por -
tions of the south and east sec tions of the
structure. It was the culmination of years
of work. 

Pro ject par tic i pants were Dr. Leland
Bement, Oklahoma Ar chae o log i cal Sur vey,
as Su per vis ing Ar chae ol o gist; OHS Mil i tary 
Sites Di rec tor Bob Rea; Fort Gib son em -
ploy ees, in clud ing Site Su per vi sor Chris
Mor gan, Da vid Fowler, Gary Moore, Mike
Bradley, Omar Reed, and Rory Mont gom -
ery; and Fort Towson Site Su per vi sor John
Da vis.
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Foun da tion re mains of Fort Gib son 
orig i nal stock ade (OHS staff photo).

Marland film pre served
Film Tech nol ogy Com pany of Hol ly wood,

Cal i for nia, has fin ished the res to ra tion of a
35mm ni trate film print of Gov er nor Er nest
W. Marland of Oklahoma for the OHS Re -
search Di vi sion. 

The 1936 film was pro duced for
Marland's Sen ate race to re port on his
stand dur ing the drill ing rights con tro -
versy in Oklahoma City at the State
Capitol. The foot age shows sev eral scenes
of drill ing ac tiv ity on the Capitol grounds
as well as an on-cam era state ment by
Marland.

The res to ra tion work in cluded cre at ing a 
35mm neg a tive, a sound print, a Beta SP
video copy, and a DVD copy. The pro cess
was funded by a $2,500 grant from the Na -
tional Film Pres er va tion Foun da tion to the
Friends of the OHS Ar chives.
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 As ev ery one knows, life is full of bal anc ing
acts. Ca reer and fam ily. Work and play. Self
and oth ers.

 In my ca reer at the OHS I have come to grips
with a va ri ety of bal anc ing acts. Pull ing and
push ing. Praise and crit i cism. Struc ture and
ser en dip ity. One of the most dif fi cult bal anc ing
acts has pit ted ea ger ness and frus tra tion
against pa tience and per sis tence. A good ex am -
ple is our ef fort to in cor po rate the Af ri can Amer -
i can com mu nity and ex pe ri ence into the life of
the Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety.

In the 1970s many peo ple rec og nized that Af -
ri can Amer i cans had been ex cluded from our
pri mary mis sions of col lect ing, pre serv ing, and

shar ing Oklahoma his tory. There were few ob -
jects to trace their story, no ex hib its to tell it,
and no ef fort to bring them into the tent. The
ea ger ness to im me di ately do some thing about
that in eq uity led to frus tra tion.

For tu nately, there were peo ple who un der -
stood the need for pa tience and per sis tence.
Gov er nors George Nigh, Henry Bellmon, and
Da vid Walters en cour aged the change. Board
mem bers pushed it, par tic u larly Black Her i tage 
Com mit tee chairs Al ice Everett, Zella Patterson, 
Bill Rose, Rubye Hall, and Shir ley Nero.

Staff made changes, one at a time. Ar ti cles
on Af ri can Amer i can his tory started ap pear ing
reg u larly in The Chron i cles of Oklahoma. Build -
ings and sites as so ci ated with Af ri can Amer i can 
his tory found their way onto the Na tional Reg is -
ter of His toric Places. Sto ries of the First Kan sas 
Col ored Reg i ment be came cen tral to that of the
Bat tle of Honey Springs. 

With the help of vol un teers such as Curry
Ballard, the staff staged spe cial ex hib its on the
Af ri can Amer i can ex pe ri ence. One of the most
no ta ble con cerned the con tro ver sial topic of
slav ery, fol lowed soon there af ter with an ex hibit 
and out reach ef fort on the All-Black Towns.
Still, all of these ef forts were baby steps. Then
came the Oklahoma His tory Cen ter.

In 1999, as the plan ning pro cess for the
Oklahoma His tory Cen ter was gain ing mo men -
tum, we hired Bruce Fisher as the cu ra tor of

multi cul tural pro grams. With the lead er ship of
Bruce and the goal of opeing the His tory Cen ter
with a ma jor ex hibit on the Af ri can Amer i can
ex pe ri ence, col lec tions be gan flow ing in, and
bridges to the com mu nity be gan go ing up.

On April 7, 2007, the fruits of those la bors
were clearly ev i dent when we hosted Dr. John
Hope Frank lin for a lun cheon and lec ture in the 
His tory Cen ter. More than 120 peo ple from the
Af ri can Amer i can com mu nity be came mem bers 
of the OHS so they could at tend the free lun -
cheon hosted by Oklahoma Nat u ral Gas. Then
more than 600 peo ple, most from the Af ri can
Amer i can com mu nity, crowded into the Devon
Great Hall to hear Amer ica’s great est his to rian
speak. It was a spe cial mo ment.

I want to thank Dr. Frank lin for shar ing his
time with us for a good cause. I want to thank
Bruce Fisher for his good work. Most of all, I
want to thank the peo ple in the state's Af ri can
Amer i can com mu nity for lend ing us their sup -
port and friend ship. 

Yes, life is full of bal anc ing acts. Bring ing ev -
ery one into the tent is a very good start.

By Bob L. Blackburn
Executive Director

Director’s
Column

De vel op ment News
By Tim Zwink

This month I’d like to re mind you about the
Mono grammed Brick Project, the OHS on go ing
fund raiser for the Oklahoma His tory Cen ter.

About 4,000 mono grammed bricks are now
in stalled in 15 brick pa tios lo cated in the Red River Jour ney area of the His tory Cen ter
grounds. Due to the dil i gent and tire less ef forts of OHS vol un teer Jan Fendley, these bricks
now have been en tered into a lo ca tor da ta base. His tory Cen ter ad mis sion staff mem bers
have a hard copy of this database.

You can still or der your mono grammed brick, but time is be gin ning to run short. In just
a cou ple of months we will pre pare the cur rent brick or ders to be sent off for in scrip tion. 
Our plan is to have these bricks in stalled by the cen ten nial cel e bra tion this No vem ber. So
get your brick or ders in soon if you want them in cluded with this upcoming order.

If you need a brick or der form, you can lo cate one on the Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety
web page at <www.okhistory.org> us ing the “Spe cial Pro jects” drop-down menu. You can
also con tact me for as sis tance at 405/522/5217 or at <tzwink@okhistory.org>. 

The mono grammed bricks have proven to be a great ad di tion to the Oklahoma His tory
Cen ter grounds. They make a great gift for an an ni ver sary or grad u a tion and are a won der -
ful way to cre ate a mem ory or me mo rial.

NEW OHS MEMBERS

Fel low

Broadhurst, Wil liam, Aus tin, TX
Keesee, Chris tian, OKC

As so ci ate

Fendley, Jan, Nor man
Moran, Melvin & Jas mine,   
   Sem i nole
Roff, Jr., J. Hugh & Ann, Hous ton,
   TX

Friend

Ace Hard ware, Inc., OKC
Bagley, Chris H., OKC
Beeler, Ka ren, Edmond
Corbin, Bill, Connerville
Ed wards, Thomas & Leova,   
   Choc taw

Gudmunson, Charles E. & Karol
   V., OKC
Harper, Patty, OKC
John son, Carlos E. & Pam, OKC 
Leckman, Thomas J., Lawton
McDaniel, Tom & Brenda, OKC

Fam ily

Allen, Jr., Da vid, Mid west City
Ard, Owen & Jane, Lawton
Bristow, Rob ert, McAlester
Bur ton, Charles, OKC
Capron, Reese E. & Sharon B..
   Prague,
Cawthon, Judy, Edmond
Chaney, Woodrow & Pat, OKC
Chap man, Mi chael L., Tulsa
Con verse, Ro chelle, Edmond
Courtney, Mi chael, Edmond

Cudjoe, Frezonia M., OKC
Cupp, Ronnie & Beth, OKC
Darcy, Terrance & Con nie,
   Edmond
Earsom, C. Roland, Sul phur
Edmonds, Wil liam B., OKC
Engelking, Gary & Stacey, 
   Ponca City
Eskridge, Ed & Barbara, OKC
Garbert, Norma Y., Chatsworth,
   CA
Gei ger, Rita, Oklahoma City
Goodwin, Jane, Al bu quer que, NM
Gra ham, Tommy E., Ches ter field,
   MO
Skeet er, Hall, OKC
Henschel, George  & An geles,  
   OKC
Henson, Mary, OKC
Hill, Eu gene, Yu kon

Hines, Crys tal, OKC
Holt, Jeanie, Alderson
Jennings, Rob ert, Checotah
Jones, Monta C., OKC
Keim, Chris to pher, OKC
Laughlin, Jean Cunningham,
   OKC
Lenz, Sa rah, Edmond
Lewis, Jeanette Sue & Norma, 
   Ponca City
McCurdy, Cynthia Thomp son,
   Edmond
Milburn, Paul & Ann, Shaw nee
Miller, Ray mond & Carmen,
   Stillwater
Mills, Ha zel L., Yu kon
Moser, Cal vin, Edmond
McClintock, Don & Carol, OKC
Newman, Maj. Gen. Stan, OKC 
O’Brien, Ju dith L., OKC

O’Reilly, Pat rick, Muskogee
Rhea, Dr. Mark B. & Jean A.
   Shipman, Stillwater
Rich ard son, Thomas M. & Linda,
   Nichols Hills
Sharp, Carla, OKC
Siemens, Terrell D. & Mar i lyn S.,
   Claremore
Sol o mon, DeWayne & Linda, 
   Del City
Ster ling, John & JoAnn, Lawton
Thomas, Elbert D. & Billie J., 
   OKC
Trost, Louis F., Nichols Hills
Waldrop, Jr., John  & Sherie, 
   OKC
Wat son, Jan, OKC
West, Don & Janell, OKC
Cont'd on p. 3



Meetings
In Oklahoma City the Oklahoma Ge ne a log i -
cal So ci ety’s monthly meet ing will be held on
May 7, 2007, at 6 p.m. in the Ches a peake
Events Cen ter at the Oklahoma His tory Cen -
ter, 2401 N. Laird Av e nue. Jodie Cole and
Jim Fendley will speak on the Draper Pa -
pers. The OHS Re search Cen ter will be
staffed and re main open un til 7:45 p.m.
that eve ning. (Spe cial to ML)

Events
Chan dler’s Na tional Guard Ar mory, lo cated 
at the in ter sec tion of Mickey Clark son Av e -
nue and First Street, will open as the Route
66 In ter pre tive Cen ter on Sat ur day, May
19. The pub lic is in vited to at tend the 9:30
a.m. spe cial do nor re cep tion and the 11
a.m. ded i ca tion. The ar mory, built in 1937,
was one of more than fifty ar mor ies con -
structed in Oklahoma through the Works
Prog ress Ad min is tra tion, a fed eral gov ern -
ment agency es tab lished to pro vide jobs dur -
ing the Great De pres sion. Des ig nated as an
of fi cial Oklahoma Cen ten nial Pro ject, the
city-owned prop erty has been re ha bil i tated
through a grant from the Oklahoma De part -
ment of Trans por ta tion High way En hance -
ment Funds and match ing funds from
pri vate fund rais ing. The Chan dler Na tional
Guard Ar mory is listed in the Na tional Reg is -
ter of His toric Places (NR 91000276). For
infor ma tion call 405/258-0008, or e-mail
<info@route66interpretivecenter.org>.
(Spe cial to ML)

In Boise City the Cham ber of Com merce,
with the co op er a tion of lo cal clubs and civic 
or ga ni za tions, will host their an nual Santa
Fe Trail Daze from Tues day, May 29,
through Sunday, June 3. The event has
been de clared an of fi cial Oklahoma Cen -
ten nial Pro ject. This year’s fes tiv i ties will
in clude a quilt show and sale, a bus tour of
the Kenton area and Au to graph Rock, a
free wa ter melon feed, an an tique car show,
a pa rade, a West ern dance, a trac tor pull,
and a ro deo. For an events sched ule visit 
<www.ccccok.org/santa_fe_trail_daze.htm>.
(Cimarron County His tor i cal So ci ety Foun da -
tion & the Cimarron Her i tage Cen ter Mu seum
News let ter, Spring 2007)

Mi ami’s Coleman Thea tre will be the venue
for a coun try gos pel per for mance by J.R.’s

Rub ber Band on Sat ur day, May 26. The
show starts at 7 p.m. Ad mis sion is $5 per
per son. Telephone 918/540-2425 or visit
<www.colemantheatre.org>. (Friends of the 
Coleman News let ter, Spring 2007).

Lindsay’s Com mu nity His tor i cal So ci ety will 
again sponsor the 5th an nual Murray Ranch 
Roundup on Sat ur day, June 2. An old-fash -
ioned barbeque will be held on the lawn of
the his toric Murray-Lindsay Man sion, lo -
cated in Erin Springs, one mile south of
Lindsay on State High way 76. En ter tain -
ment will in clude blue grass mu sic and
games for the en tire fam ily. The man sion
gates will open at 5:30 p.m. The cost is $10
for adults, $7 for chil dren, and free for chil -
dren age 3 and un der. Event pro ceeds will
ben e fit the Lindsay Com mu nity His tor i cal
So ci ety’s work to pre serve lo cal his tory and 
to com plete in te rior re ha bil i ta tion of the
Murray-Lindsay Man sion. For in for ma tion
call Shawn Bridwell at 405/756-6502.
(Spe cial to ML)

Paw nee will be the site of the 41st An nual
Steam and Gas En gine Show from 8 a.m. to
6 p.m. on May 4 through May 6. Mem bers of 
the Oklahoma Steam Thresh ing and Gas
En gine As so ci a tion will dis play their col lec -
tion of re stored equip ment at the Steam
En gine Park, at the cor ner of Beck Drive
and Mor ris Road, in Paw nee. Food, arts
and crafts, quilt show, and blue grass mu -
sic will be of fered at the park, and a flea
mar ket will take place in down town Paw -
nee. For more in for ma tion go to web site
<www.oklahomathreshers.org> or phone
918/762-2108. (Paw nee County His tor i cal
So ci ety Mu seum Newletter, March 2007)

Poteau is host ing a Blue grass Fes ti val on
Sat ur day, May 5, from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Ad mis sion is free to the fes ti val in down -
town Poteau. Mu sic, con ces sions, arts and
crafts, and chil dren’s ac tiv i ties will pro vide
fun for the en tire fam ily. Con tact the city at  
918/647-8648 for in for ma tion, or e-mail
<poteaumainstreet@alltel.net>. 
(Spe cial to ML)

The Ital ian Fes ti val in McAlester has been
a fa vor ite event for thou sands for many
years. This year’s fes ti val will be held May
19–20 at the South east Expo Cen ter. Cel e -
brate the Ital ian her i tage with food, en ter -
tain ment, and shop ping on Sat ur day, 9
a.m.-7 p.m. and on Sunday, 10 a.m.-4
p.m. For in for ma tion call 918/423-5221 or 

visit the web site <www.italianfestival.org>. 
(Special to ML) 

Happenings
The Oklahoma Cen ten nial Com mis sion
has an nounced the re lease of a five-min ute
DVD fea tur ing the Cen ten nial an them,
“Oklahoma Ris ing,” writ ten by Oklahoma
na tives Jimmy Webb and Vince Gill. The
new mu sic is set to video foot age of beau ti ful 
Oklahoma scenes. It is avail able for a $10
do na tion to the Oklahoma Cen ten nial
Com mem o ra tion Fund, plus $2 ship ping.
Find an or der form at their web site,
<www.oklahomacentennial.com>. 
(Spe cial to ML)

The Pitts burgh County Ge ne a log i cal and
His tor i cal So ci ety is lo cated in the Busby
Of fice Build ing at 113 East Carl Al bert
Park way, McAlester, Oklahoma, 74501.
The Busby Of fice Build ing was added to
the Na tional Reg is ter of His toric Places in
1979 (NR 79002021). The so ci ety’s an nual
dues are $15 for an in di vid ual or a fam ily.
Mem bers re ceive the so ci ety’s news let ter,
Tobucksy News, three times a year (Jan u -
ary, May, and Sep tem ber). The li brary
hours are 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Mon day
through Fri day. To con tact the so ci ety or to
learn more about its hold ings and the avail -
abil ity and prices of pub li ca tions, log on to
<www.pittsburgcogenealogical.org>. Send all  
your que ries, ques tions, and com ments to
<choctawnationit@sbcglobal.net>. 
(Special to ML)

The West ern His tory As so ci a tion (WHA)
is call ing for nom i na tions of pub lished es -
says and ar ti cles.  Five awards will be given 
in var i ous cat e go ries: The Arrington
Prucha Prize ($500) will be awarded for the
best ar ti cle on the his tory of re li gion in the
West, and the Arrell M. Gib son Award
($500) will go to the au thor of the best es -
say on the his tory of Na tive Amer i cans.
Win ners will be an nounced at the 47th An -
nual Con fer ence, which will be held in
Oklahoma City in early Oc to ber. Visit
<www.westernhistoryassociation.org>, call 
314/516-7282, or e-mail the WHA of fice at
<wha@umsl.edu>. The mail ing ad dress is:
West ern His tory As so ci a tion, Uni ver sity of
Mis souri-St. Louis, 152C Uni ver sity Cen -
ter, One Uni ver sity Blvd., St. Louis, MO,
63121. (Spe cial to ML)

New Mem bers, cont'd.

In di vid ual

Ar nold, Anita G., Mem phis, TN
Ar nold, Su san, Sayre
Benge, Bar bary, Selah, WA
Bullingon, Terry, Gould
Cham ber lain, Anne, OKC

Cope, Kelly R., OKC
Cow an, Eliz a beth, Tulsa
Downing, Arch B., OKC
Ed wards, War ren, OKC
Flatt, J. B., OKC
Flike, Col leen, Enid
Gay, R. C., Grove
Harber, Wenoa, OKC
Hook-Gray, Lidia, Lib eral, KS

Jones, Lucien, OKC
Lewis, Eva, Lu ther
Lindemann, Rena K., Claremore
Link, Marty, Hilton Head Is land,
   SC
Lusk, Toni, OKC
McGee, Bobbie Jo, Pauls Val ley
Moore, Betty L., Roo se velt
Palmer, Eliz a beth, Sonoma, CA

Peebles, Char lotte, Mar ti nez, CA
Perry, Donnie, Altus
Pe ters, Oren Lee, Edmond
Reynolds, Owen L., Muskogee
Roark, Mallory, Bixby
Rob in son, K. C., OKC
Sherman, Beverly K., OKC
Simms, Curlonda, OKC
Smith, Olga E., Elkhart, KS

Taggart, Don L., OKC
Todd, Melvin R., OKC
White, Ann T., Ardmore
Wills, Ruth, Ada
Win ter, Rob ert, Manhattan 
   Beach, CA
Wyrick, Jack, OKC



Hidden Collections . . .
     The Equal Rights Amendment

Collection                       
By Larry O’Dell

The Equal Rights Amend ment (ERA) Col -
lec tion (2006.01) re veals an Oklahoma or -
ga ni za tion’s strug gle to rat ify an amend -
ment to the U.S. Con sti tu tion. That
amend ment as serted, among other things,
that “equal ity of rights un der the law shall
not be de nied or abridged by the United
States or any state on the ac count of sex.”
The pa pers span the years 1964 to 1982,
dur ing which only thirty-five of the needed
thirty-eight states rat i fied the mea sure. In
1923 the pro posal had first ap peared be -
fore Con gress; that body passed it in 1972.
Af ter this, three-fourths of the fifty states
had to rat ify the ERA. Oklahoma stood as
one of fif teen that failed to sup port the
amend ment.  

The fifty-nine-box col lec tion in cludes doc -
u ments as well as ephem era. These in clude
pam phlets, bumper stick ers, post ers, and
but tons. The bulk of the pa pers il lus trate
the man age ment and aims of the
Oklahoma Equal Rights Ad min is tra tion.
Min utes of the var i ous com mit tees and

their re ports are just a small sam ple of the
items that would ben e fit re search ers. There
is in for ma tion from the var i ous chap ters,
fund-rais ing events (in clud ing an eve ning
with Erma Bombeck), in for ma tional lit er a -
ture, mem ber ship lists for the state, and fi -
nan cial re cords. 

Correspondence ranges from in ter nal
mes sages to a num ber of let ters to var i ous
state and na tional pol i ti cians. Also in -
cluded is a large se lec tion of news pa per

clip pings, as well as scrap books and
various periodical articles concerning the 
ERA. 

The ERA Col lec tion can be ac cessed at
the Oklahoma His tory Cen ter in the John 
and El ea nor Kirkpatrick Re search Cen -
ter. A very good find ing aid for the pa pers
can be ob tained at the Oklahoma His tor i -
cal So ci ety’s website by choos ing the on line 
cat a logue un der the Re search Di vi sion’s
page at <www.okhistory.org>.

OHS Faces . . .
                     

Jim Lee will re ceive a Com mu nity Ser vice Award from a lo cal chap ter of the Na tional So -
ci ety of the Daugh ters of the Amer i can Rev o lu tion on May 9 for his work with one of the
Oklahoma chap ters of the Dis abled Amer i can Vet er ans. Em ploy ees at the Oklahoma His -
tory Cen ter and at the mu se ums and sites have known and worked with Jim Lee since Sep -
tem ber 2001, when he ac cepted a job at the Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety (OHS) as a sup ply
ware house man ager. Af ter Henry Roork re tired in Feb ru ary 2006, Lee be came su per vi sor of 
the mail and sup ply rooms. He also serves as the OHS fleet man ager. Hav ing re ceived a
mas ter’s de gree from the Uni ver sity of Cen tral Oklahoma, with a ma jor in en vi ron men tal

and in dus trial safety, he also has the re spon si bil i ties of safety
and risk man ager for OHS.

When asked by Mis tle toe Leaves what he likes best about his
job, he said, “I like serv ing the agency.” His first mem ory of this
or ga ni za tion oc curred at a young age. When Lee was five years
old, he and his fa ther vis ited the his tor i cal mu seum in the Wiley
Post Build ing. Lee re calls that his dad ex plained to him that the
bell dis played on the lawn on the west side of that build ing was
not the orig i nal Lib erty Bell. (That bell has been moved to the
new Oklahoma His tory Cen ter, 2401 N. Laird Av e nue, Oklahoma 
City.) 

Lee has sev eral in ter ests out side the work place. He teaches
gunsmithing, and he has been in volved in the re cov ery work un -

der taken on the Her o ine steam boat wreck lo cated in the Red River. He has been a scuba
diver since 1974 and has a div ing cer tif i cate with a rat ing of dive-mas ter. He par tic i pated in
the un der wa ter ar chae ol ogy pro ject in 2003. At that time he made one of the out stand ing
dis cov er ies by lo cat ing a cast-iron wheel. The Her o ine, an 1830s vin tage steam boat, was en
route to Fort Towson with military supplies when it sank.

In ad di tion to his un der wa ter ex pe ri ences, Jim Lee in structs a gunsmithing class at the
Ca na dian Val ley Vo-Tech in El Reno. He and one of his stu dents have re paired old ri fles for
Chap ter 85 of the Dis abled Amer i can Vet er ans, who are the care tak ers of the Honor Guard
of Oklahoma. The honor guard pres ents flags, taps, and ri fle sa lutes at vet er ans’ fu ner als.
The lo cal chap ter had ten M-1 Garands that had been adapted to fire blanks in a cem e tery
set ting. All of the ri fles had been man u fac tured on or be fore 1957. The chap ter had is sued a 
plea for do na tions to buy new ri fles; how ever, Lee and his stu dent were able to lo cate in ex -
pen sive parts and to re pair the vin tage weap ons. For his work with the DAV, Lee will be pre -
sented a Com mu nity Ser vice Award by the Malcolm Hunter Chap ter of the Na tional So ci ety 
of the Daugh ters of the Amer i can Rev o lu tion. The pre sen ta tion will take place on May 9,
2007, at their busi ness luncheon at the Hillcrest Presbyterian Church, Oklahoma City.

Vil lage smithies to
teach at Pawnee Bill

Ranch on May 19

Sparks will fly, and it will be very hot and 
noisy around the his toric barn when the
the Paw nee Bill Ranch and Mu seum  hosts
its an nual Black smith ing Workshop on
May 19.

Dem on strat ing and teach ing the smithly
craft will be the the brawny arms, no doubt
as strong as iron bands [with ed i to rial apol -
o gies to Longfellow], of the mem bers of the
Saltfork Crafts men Art ist Black smith As so -
ci a tion and Site In ter preter Brandon Reid.

Ac cord ing to Reid, the class will be gin at
9 a.m. and con tinue un til 3 p.m. 

Reg is tra tion costs $15, and class size is
lim ited to 12 per sons. 

Par tic i pants are re quested to wear long
sleeves and bring gloves and safety gog gles.
At the end of the class each stu dent will take
home a fin ished, and use ful, hand-worked
item. 

For fur ther in for ma tion, please con tact
Brandon Reid at the ranch by call ing
918/762-5213. The Paw nee Bill Ranch  is
lo cated just out side the town of Paw nee on
1141 Paw nee Bill Road. 

While you’re there, don’t for get to catch a 
glimpse of the buf falo herd. It’s spring, and
there may be a sur prise or two await ing the 
pa tient ob server.

Jim Lee, Mail/Sup ply Su per vi sor,
Oklahoma History Center



OHS Places . . .

Oklahoma Territorial Museum
402 E. Oklahoma Avenue
Guthrie, OK 73044-3317
Phone: 405/282-1889
Hours: Tuesday-Saturday, 9 a.m.–5 p.m.
Closed: Sundays, Mondays, and state holidays
Admission: Free; donations accepted.

As Oklahoma com mem o rates its Centennial
of Statehood dur ing the year 2007, visit his toric
Guthrie, where Oklahoma gov ern ment started.
Guthrie served as the cap i tal for Oklahoma Ter ri tory from 1890 to 1907 as well as the state
cap i tal from 1907 to 1910. Del e gates from In dian Ter ri tory, Oklahoma Ter ri tory, and the
Osage Na tion as sem bled in Guthrie on No vem ber 20, 1906, for the Oklahoma Con sti tu -
tional Con ven tion. Noted for its many struc tures de signed by ar chi tect Jo seph Foucart, the
Guthrie His toric Dis trict was listed as a Na tional His toric Land mark in Jan u ary 1999.

Take time to learn about Oklahoma Ter ri tory and Oklahoma’s early state hood at the
Oklahoma Ter ri to rial Mu seum, lo cated at 402 E. Oklahoma Av e nue, Guthrie. In this in ter -
pre tive cen ter, ar ti facts, pho to graphs, and paint ings com mu ni cate Oklahoma’s his tory re -
lat ing to the cre ation of the Un as signed Lands, the Land Run of 1889, the home stead ex pe -
ri ence, and the ter ri to rial and state gov ern ment. The fa cil ity cov ers ap prox i mately 10,000
square feet divided between two floors.

A new ma jor ex hibit, The Road to State hood, opened to the pub lic in mid-No vem ber 2006.
Sit u ated on the sec ond floor, the ex hibit ex pands on the tra di tional story about the re moval
of the cap i tal to Oklahoma City and the ef fect that it had on Guthrie’s econ omy and pop u la -
tion. It also in ves ti gates such top ics as the Dawes Com mis sion, the Curtis Act, and the
Sequoyah Con ven tion. The first floor ex hibit re lates the story of the first land run into
Oklahoma Ter ri tory and the events lead ing up to April 22, 1889, when ap prox i mately fifty
thou sand hope ful set tlers en tered the Un as signed Lands to grab a piece of the “prom ised
land.” Cit ies such as Oklahoma City, Guthrie, King fisher, Stillwater, and Norman sprang
into existence on that day.

Take A Drive in the Past
Lane at the Oklahoma

Route 66 Museum 

The Oklahoma Route 66 Mu seum is
host ing an ex hibit of pho to graphs by Route 
66 photographers and art ists. 

Be gin ning on May 1 and con tin u ing
through June 24, 2007, and in con junc tion
with the Na tional Route 66 Fes ti val to be
held in Clinton, Oklahoma, on June 21–24,
the Oklahoma Route 66 Mu seum is show -
ing A Drive in the Past Lane by pho tog ra -
phers Shellee Gra ham and Jim Ross, 

The ex hi bi tion comprises forty-five mat -
ted and framed color im ages taken at var i -
ous spots along Route 66. Pop u lar road -
side at trac tions, neons, rel ics, and other
icons and land marks from days gone by
will be high lighted.

Gra ham is the au thor of Re turn to Route
66 and Tales from the Coral Court: Pho tos
and Sto ries from a Lost Route 66 Land -
mark.  For more than  a de cade her orig i nal 
Route 66 photo ex hi bi tion has cir cu lated
all over the United States and is cur rently
booked through 2008. 

Ross is the au thor of Oklahoma Route 66 
and is co-cre ator and pub lisher of The
Route 66 Map Se ries.  His pho tos have ap -
peared in a va ri ety of books and mag a zines 
for over a de cade. Both are past re cip i ents
of the John Steinbeck Award for His toric
Pres er va tion. 

Sam ples of their work may be viewed at
<www.route66photographs.com>.

The spe cial ex hi bi tion is an or ga nized ef -
fort by the Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety,
Friends of the Oklahoma Route 66 Mu -
seum, Inc., and the Oklahoma Route 66
Mu seum.  It will be avail able for view ing in
the mu seum’s Wow! Room, which is free to
the pub lic. Sum mer hours of op er a tion (be -
gin ning May 1) are: Mon day through Sat -
ur day, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Sunday, 1
p.m. to 6 p.m.  Ad mis sion for vis i tors tour -
ing the gal ler ies is $3 for adults, $2.50 for
se niors and groups of 10 or more, $1 for
stu dents 6 to 18, and free for chil dren un -
der 5. For ad di tional in for ma tion con tact
Pat Smith at 580/323-7866 or through an
e-mail to <rt66mus@okhistory.org>.

Read ing 66 books in 66 days?
In cel e brat ing the Route 66 Fes ti val, the

Clinton Pub lic Li brary is of fer ing a chance
for chil dren to tour the Oklahoma Route 66 
Mu seum free of charge. Kids through grade 
four may en ter a read ing con test, zip
through 66 books in 66 days, be gin ning
April 17 and end ing June 21, and re ceive a
mu seum cou pon good for ad mis sion on
June 24 dur ing the fes ti val. The Clinton
Pub lic Li brary and the Route 66 Mu seum
want to en cour age read ing dur ing the 2007 
Cen ten nial of State hood. The cou pon con -
test is un der writ ten by the Friends of the
Oklahoma Route 66 Mu seum, Inc. Call the
li brary at 580/323-2165.

Cen ten nial Quilt Chal lenge Con test
and Ex hibit set for 

Pi o neer Woman Mu seum
Again this year, the Pi o neer Woman Mu seum will 

test the nee dle work skills of Oklahoma women with 
a quilt chal lenge con test. Hon or ing Oklahoma’s
100th an ni ver sary, the con test's theme will be
“Oklahoma’s Pi o neer ing Spirit,1907–2007: 100 Years 
of His tory and What It Means to You!”

“The chal lenge will be an nounced na tion wide
and will in clude art ists with roots in Oklahoma,
peo ple who live in Oklahoma, peo ple who have vis -
ited Oklahoma, and peo ple who dream of
Oklahoma,” says cu ra tor Rebecca Brave. 

The con test is open to all ages. Rib bons will be
awarded for Judge’s Choice, First, Sec ond, and
Third Prize, and four Hon or able Men tions, in each
category—pieced, ap pli que, art, wear able art, ac -
ces sory, and ju nior. Quilts must be no larger than
40" by 40", and any shape is ac cept able.

All will be ex hib ited at the Pi o neer Woman Mu -
seum from Sep tem ber 23, 2007, through Feb ru ary
24, 2008. An open ing re cep tion will be held
Sunday, Sep tem ber 23, from 2 to 4 p.m. The
museum is lo cated at 701 Mon u ment Road in
Ponca City. En try forms and rules are avail able by
call ing 580/765-6108.

Re search Di vi sion Do nors,
January–March 2007

Allen, Gary, Bloomingdale, IL
Bonds, Geraldine “Gerry,” Oklahoma City
Boyd, Laura, Nor man
Bryant, Anita, Oklahoma City
Bural, Lisa, Edmond
Caddo County Ge ne a log i cal So ci ety, Minco
Chappell, Virgle L., Edmond
Cole, Jodie, Oklahoma City
Conroy, Barbara J., Ev er green, CO
Crosby, Joe, Oklahoma City
Daugh ters of Co lo nial Wars, Edmond
Dennison-Harmon, Sammie, Terlton
Dittmar, Fred er ick, Nor man
Finley, S.D., Oklahoma City
Flora, Joann, Oklahoma City
Gabbert, Jim, Oklahoma City
Gary, Jerdy, Dennison, TX
Green, Anita, Muskogee
Halliday, Mar cella W., Edmond
Hocker, James R., Edmond
John son, Ray and Donna, Owasso
Jones, Sandy, New cas tle
Keeton, Burl, Oklahoma City
Kemm, James O., Tulsa
Krumanocker, James, Mid west City
Larwig, Lillian, Oklahoma City
Lord, Ron, Oklahoma City
McKee, Ann, Hurst, TX
Myers. Ronda J., Tecumseh
Oklahoma Ge ne a log i cal So ci ety, Oklahoma City
Oklahoma Ter ri tory Tell ers, Oklahoma City
Philomathic Club, Anadarko
Potts, John, Point Rich mond, CA
Preuty, Lou ise, Oklahoma City
Reck, Glo ria Schouw, Di a mond Bar, CA
Rich ard son, D.L., Oklahoma City
Rob in son, Eunice, Yu kon
Smith, Bonnie E., Stillwater
Sorrells, Clif ford, Lawton
Staggs, Stan, Oklahoma City
Tal bot Li brary and Mu seum, Colcord
Todd, Joe, Bartlesville
Wayne, Bill and San dra, Warrensburg, MO
Whit ney, Carol, Gracemont
Wil liams, Getty, Newalla



PRESERVATION 
IS A CAPITAL IDEA

Oklahoma’s 19th An nual State -
wide Pres er va tion Con fer ence

June 6 – 8, 2007

Pol lard The ater
Guthrie His toric Dis trict

120 West Har ri son Av e nue
Guthrie, Oklahoma

CONFERENCE COSPONSORS

State His toric Pres er va tion Of fice, Oklahoma 

   His tor i cal So ci ety

Oklahoma Main Street Cen ter, Oklahoma 

   De part ment of Com merce

Pres er va tion Oklahoma, Inc.

City of Guthrie

Guthrie His toric Pres er va tion Com mis sion

Guthrie Cham ber of Com merce/
   Con ven tion & Vis i tors Bu reau

Guthrie Arts and Hu man i ties Coun cil

Guthrie Cen ten nial Com mis sion

Guthrie Mu seum Com plex

Lo gan County His tor i cal So ci ety

United States Postal Ser vice

KEYNOTE SPEAKER
Pe ter H. Brink will pres ent the con fer ence key note
ad dress, en ti tled Pres er va tion Mat ters!, on Thurs -
day morn ing, June 6. Brink is Se nior Vice Pres i -
dent, Pro grams for the Na tional Trust for His toric
Pres er va tion, and is re spon si ble for a broad range
of pro grams and ser vices, in clud ing six Re gional
Of fices across the na tion and the Her i tage Tour ism
Pro gram. He is a prin ci pal spokes per son for the Na -
tional Trust, in clud ing speak ing to the news me dia
and at pres er va tion gath er ings across the coun try.
Prior to his service with the Na tional Trust, he was
the first ex ec u tive di rec tor of the Galveston (Texas)
His tor i cal Foun da tion from 1973 to 1989, the city -
wide non profit his toric pres er va tion or ga ni za tion.
He pro vided in spi ra tion for many of Guthrie’s first
lo cal pres er va tion lead ers, and it is es pe cially ap -
pro pri ate that he will re turn to Oklahoma’s first
state cap i tal in our state hood cen ten nial year. 

 
SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKERS

Beverly Abell, Ex ec u tive Di rec tor, Heart of Ty ler
Main Street Pro gram, Ty ler, TX
Pe ter H. Brink, (see Key note Speaker)
Jeff Greene, Pres i dent, EverGreene Paint ing Stu -
dios, Inc., New York, NY
Donna Ann Har ris, Prin ci pal, Her i tage Con sult ing,
Inc., Chi cago, IL
Mike Jack son, Chief Ar chi tect, Il li nois His toric Pres -
er va tion Agency, Spring field, IL
Suzzanne Kelley, His to rian and Ed i tor, North Da -
kota State Uni ver sity, West Fargo, ND
Steve Kline, Gen eral Ser vices Ad min is tra tion,
Greater South west Re gion, Port fo lio Man age ment,
Fort Worth, TX
Todd Maxwell, Co-owner, Re-View, Kan sas City, MO 
Da vid H. Plank, As so ci ate, Kahler Slat er, Mil wau -
kee, WI
Deborah Slaton, Se nior Consultant, Wiss, Janney,
Elstner As so ci ates, Inc., Northbrook, IL
Barbara Stocklin-Steely, Pres er va tion Of fice, City of 
Phoe nix, Phoe nix, AZ
Mi chael R. Tay lor, Route 66 Cor ri dor Pres er va tion
Pro gram Man ager, Na tional Trails Sys tem Of -
fice-IMR, Na tional Park Ser vice, Santa Fe, NM

Neal A. Vogel, Prin ci pal, Restoric, LLC, Evanston, IL

SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Reg is tra tion:  Pol lard The ater, 120 West Har ri son 
Av e nue.  Opens at 12:00 noon, Wednes day, June
6, and runs through out the con fer ence. 

WEDNESDAY, JUNE 6, 2007

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm

TRACK A:  Her i tage As sets

Oklahoma’s Ear li est Peo ple

The Coo per Site:  What It Tells Us About Oklahoma’s 
Ear li est Peo ple, Leland C. Bement

The Bryson-Pad dock Site: A Case Study in
Oklahoma’s His toric Ar che ol ogy, Rich ard Drass

TRACK B:  Pres er va tion Div i dends

Plan ning for In vest ment

The Pres er va tion Briefs and His toric Struc tures
Re ports: Tools for Im proved Pro ject Plan ning,
Deborah Slaton

TRACK C:  Cap i tal Ideas for the Next
Cen tury

Rec og niz ing What’s Sig nif i cant in 
Your Com mu nity

Iden ti fy ing and Eval u at ing Com mu nity Re sources:
Ar chi tec tural/His toric Sur vey as the Foun da tion
for Lo cal Pres er va tion Suc cess, Jim Gabbert, Kelli
Gaston

3:15 pm  BREAK

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm

TRACK A:  Her i tage As sets

In dian Ter ri tory

Oklahoma’s His toric Mil i tary Posts, Bob Rea

The Build ing for Mul ti ple Per spec tives at Washita
Bat tle field Na tional His toric Site, Wendy
Lauritzen, Dave Schafer

TRACK B:  Pres er va tion Div i dends

Tax Cred its and Down town Re de vel op ment

Oklahoma City’s Skirvin Ho tel Re ha bil i ta tion Pro -
ject, Da vid H. Plank

Tulsa’s Philtower Re ha bil i ta tion Pro ject, An drew
A. Kinslow, Car son Smith

TRACK C:  Cap i tal Ideas for the Next
Cen tury

Rec og niz ing What’s Sig nif i cant in Your Com -
mu nity (Cont’d)

Des ig nat ing Lo cal Dis tricts and Plan ning for Pres -
er va tion, Amanda DeCort 

6:00 pm – 8:00 pm

Open ing Re cep tion

THURSDAY, JUNE 7

8:30 am – 10:15 am

Ple nary Ses sion #1:  The Guthrie Story

Born Again:  Thirty Years Ago in Oklahoma’s
Pres er va tion Move ment

Im ages of Guthrie:  Be fore and Af ter, Ron Frantz

Re flec tions and Pro jec tions:  A Panel on Re vi tal iza -
tion Ef forts in Guthrie, Don ald G.  Cof fin, Su san
Guthrie Dun ham, Jay Hannah, Arn Henderson,
Bill Lehmann, Ralph McCalmont

10:15 am  BREAK

10:30 am – 11:45 am

Ple nary Ses sion #2:  Key note Ad dress

Pres er va tion Mat ters! Pe ter Brink

12:00 noon – 5:00 pm

Spe cial Events:  An Af ter noon in His toric Guthrie

En joy a lunch tour, net work with friends and col -
leagues, at tend a spe cial ses sion, shop, or just re -
lax in His toric Guthrie.

12:00 noon – 1:45 pm

Lunch Tours (four op tions avail able)

OR

Spe cial Event #1: Pres er va tion Oklahoma’s An -
nual Meet ing and Lun cheon 

New So lu tions for House Mu se ums: En sur ing the 
Long Term Pres er va tion of Amer ica’s His toric

Houses, Donna Ann Har ris

2:00 pm – 3:00 pm

Spe cial Event #2:  Na tional Trust for His toric Pres -
er va tion’s An nual Con fer ence 2008 in Tulsa:  An
Ori en ta tion, Pe ter Brink 

2:00 pm – 5:00 pm

Spe cial Event #3:  Mak ing Com mu nity His tory the
Fo cus of Main Street:  A Work shop for Down town
Re vi tal iza tion Pro gram Man ag ers, Donna Ann
Har ris (Pre reg is tra tion Re quired)

2:30 pm – 3:15 pm

Spe cial Event #4: Green Build ing and Pres er va tion: 
Can they work to gether? Lee Eithian, Catherine
Mont gom ery

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm

Spe cial Event #5: Af ter Ka trina: Pres er va tion Ef -
forts in New Or leans

The Old Cus toms House, Steve Kline

Vol un teers at Work in New Or leans Neigh bor -
hoods, John Calhoun

2:15 pm – 3:30 pm 

OR 

3:45 pm – 5:00 pm

Spe cial Event #6: Hey, What Do You Call That?: 
Ar chi tec tural Me an der ing in His toric Down town
Guthrie, Jim Gabbert

6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

An Eve ning with Friends
Pre-Ban quet Re cep tion (6:00 pm)

SHPO’s An nual Awards Ban quet (7:00 pm)

FRIDAY, JUNE 8

8:30 am –10:00 am

TRACK A:  Her i tage As sets

In dian Ter ri tory (Cont’d)

Sa line Court house: A Case Study in Pre serv ing
Cher o kee Her i tage, Herb Fritz, Lisa Melchior

The Chilocco In dian Ag ri cul tural School: Rich in
His tory, But Is There a Fu ture?, Jim Gabbert 

TRACK B:  Pres er va tion Div i dends

Payoff for Main Street 

Pres er va tion Prin cesses and Super Heroes on Main
Street:  Pauls Val ley De part ment Store Case Study,
Tania Land ers

Moore Gro cery Lofts: Ty ler, Texas, Case Study,
Beverly Abell



TRACK C:  Cap i tal Ideas for the Next
Cen tury

Fi nanc ing Strat e gies for Com mu nity Pres er va -
tion Ef forts

Phoe nix’s Bond Is sue to Sup port Lo cal Res to ra -
tion/Re ha bil i ta tion Grants and Ease ments Pro -
grams, Barbara Stocklin-Steely

A Primer on TIFs, BIDS, and Other Strat e gies for
Down town Re vi tal iza tion, Leslie Bat che lor

10:00 am  BREAK

10:15 am – 11:45 am

TRACK A:  Her i tage As sets

Oklahoma Ter ri tory and State hood

The His toric Car ne gie Li brary and the State Cap i -
tal Pub lish ing Mu seum, Mike Bruce

The Evo lu tion of the Oklahoma State Capitol, Paul 
B. Meyer

TRACK B:  Pres er va tion Div i dends

Re stor ing Dec o ra tive In te ri ors, Jeff Greene 

TRACK C:  Cap i tal Ideas for the Next
Cen tury

Up stairs Down town:  A Work shop about Re vi tal iz -
ing His toric Com mer cial Dis tricts, Mike Jackson

11:45 am – 1:45 pm  Lunch Tours

1:45 pm – 3:15 pm

TRACK A:  Her i tage As sets

Oklahoma Ter ri tory and State hood 
(Cont’d)

The Pres er va tion and In ter pre ta tion of Oklahoma
His toric Homes, Mar tha Ray

Pre serv ing the Preservationist:  The Art, the Farm,
and the Leg acy of Augusta Metcalfe, Lynn Deal,
Suzzanne Kelley

TRACK B:  Pres er va tion Div i dends

His toric Win dow Re pair and Res to ra tion vs. Re -
place ment:  Prac ti cal Guid ance for De ci sion Mak -
ers, Todd Maxwell, Neal A. Vogel

TRACK C:  Cap i tal Ideas for the Next
Cen tury

Up stairs Down town  (Cont’d)

3:15 pm  BREAK

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm

TRACK A:  Her i tage As sets

Oklahoma’s Re cent Past 

Oklahoma’s Route 66 Leg acy, Mi chael R. Tay lor

Ain’t It Nifty Being Fifty:  Pre serv ing Frank Lloyd
Wright’s Price Tower, Kay John son

TRACK B:  Pres er va tion Div i dends

His toric Win dow Sem i nar (Cont’d)

TRACK C:  Cap i tal Ideas for the Next
Cen tury

Smaller Re ha bil i ta tion Pro jects 
for Tax Cred its

Brady Heights Rental Res i den tial Re ha bil i ta tion
Case Study, Gary Ziegler

Bartlesville Un ion Na tional Bank Case Study,
Scott K. Am bler, Randy D. Weatherly

HIGHLIGHTS

Spe cial Events

Open ing Re cep tion:  Be gin your eve ning in down -
town Guthrie by join ing friends and col leagues for
re fresh ments and spe cial en ter tain ment.  (June 6)

Pres er va tion Oklahoma, Inc.’s An nual Meet ing
and Lun cheon (Spe cial Event #1):  Oklahoma’s
state wide non profit or ga ni za tion in vites you to join
them for their an nual meet ing and lun cheon.  The
pro gram will in clude an up date on their ac tiv i ties
this past year and spe cial guest speaker, Donna
Ann Har ris, Prin ci pal, Her i tage Con sult ing, Inc.,
Chi cago, IL.  She will pres ent New So lu tions for
House Mu se ums: En sur ing the Long Term Pres er -
va tion of Amer ica’s His toric Houses, the topic of
her re cent book which is sure to stim u late an in ter -
est ing dis cus sion.  (June 7, res er va tions re quired)

Pre-Ban quet Re cep tion and Awards Ban quet:  
Join the State His toric Pres er va tion Of fice for the
an nual pre sen ta tion of the SHPO’s Ci ta tions of
Merit and Na tional Reg is ter cer tif i cates. (June 7,
res er va tions re quired)

Lunch Tours

Con fer ence par tic i pants will have a choice among
four lunch tours on Thurs day (June 7) and Fri day
(June 8).  You may se lect a tour of the his toric Car -
ne gie Li brary and the Oklahoma Ter ri to rial Mu -
seum, the mag nif i cent Masonic Tem ple, a spe cial
walk ing tour of the Guthrie His toric Dis trict, or a
his toric Guthrie tour on board the trol ley.  Trans -
por ta tion and a box lunch are in cluded in the
ticket price.

Work shops

Mak ing Com mu nity His tory the Fo cus of Main
Street:  A Work shop for Down town Re vi tal iza tion
Pro gram Man ag ers (Spe cial Event #3, pre reg is tra -
tion re quired, lim ited to 40). This three-hour work -
shop is de signed for down town re vi tal iza tion
board and com mit tee mem bers and staff and of -
fers a highly en ter tain ing and par tic i pa tory op por -
tu nity to learn how the au then tic his tory of your
com mu nity can sup port pro mo tional activities
and heritage tourism.  (June 7)

Hey, What Do You Call That?  Ar chi tec tural Me -
an der ing in His toric Down town Guthrie (Spe cial
Event #6):  This walk ing tour of the Guthrie Na -
tional His toric Land mark District will in tro duce
at ten dees to the ter mi nol ogy of the ar chi tec tural
styles and ar chi tec tural el e ments of Guthrie’s Late 
Vic to rian-era build ings and is es pe cially rec om -
mended for lo cal his toric pres er va tion com mis sion 
mem bers. (June 7)

Up stairs Down town:  A Work shop about Re vi tal -
iz ing Com mer cial Dis tricts.  This three-hour work -
shop will ad dress fi nanc ing tools, code com pli ance,
ap pro pri ate new uses, and much more about re -
open ing down town’s up per floors. (June 8)

His toric Win dow Re pair and Res to ra tion vs. Re -
place ment:  Prac ti cal Guid ance for De ci sion Mak -
ers.  If you are the owner of a his toric build ing, an
ar chi tect de vel op ing plans for a cer ti fied re ha bil i -
ta tion, or a mem ber of a lo cal his toric pres er va tion
com mis sion, you will find this half-day work shop
ex tremely use ful.  Learn about win dows as char -
ac ter-de fin ing el e ments of build ings, about de ter -
min ing the need to re place his toric win dows, and
what constitutes an appropriate replacement. 
(June 8)

HOW TO REGISTER
Re quest a pro gram and reg is tra tion bro chure from
the SHPO’s of fice by call ing 405/521-6249 or
e-mail ing <sjotley@okhistory.org>. You may also
reg is ter at the Pol lard The ater any time dur ing the
con fer ence (June 6–8).  The con fer ence reg is tra tion
fee is $40 per per son in ad vance or $50 at the door. 
There are ad di tional charges for meal events.

For gen eral con fer ence in for ma tion, please con -
tact Melvena Heisch at 405/522-4484 or e-mail
her at <mheisch@okhistory.org>.

ATTENTION ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS, PLANNERS 

AND STUDENTS
Ar chi tects, en gi neers, land scape ar chi tects, and
plan ners can earn con tin u ing ed u ca tion cred its
for at tend ing the con fer ence.  Each per son sub -
mit ting a com pleted Con fer ence Pro gram Par tic i -
pa tion form (avail able at the reg is tra tion site) will
re ceive a cer tif i cate of at ten dance to self-re port to
their pro fes sional or ga ni za tion and reg is tra tion
board.  For de tails con tact Catherine Mont gom ery, 
AIA, SHPO His toric Pres er va tion Ar chi tect at 405/
522-4479 or at <catherinem@okhistory.org>.  Per -
sons in ter ested in earn ing the con tin u ing ed u ca -
tion cred its for their re spec tive pro fes sional de vel -
op ment pro grams should sim ply reg is ter for the
con fer ence and check in at the SHPO’s ta ble when
they ar rive at the Pol lard The ater.  There are no ad -
di tional fees for this ser vice.

Oklahoma col lege and uni ver sity stu dents pur su -
ing pres er va tion-re lated de grees may ap ply for a
schol ar ship to cover the con fer ence reg is tra tion
fee.  For an ap pli ca tion con tact Melvena Heisch at
405/522-4484. You may also ob tain an form by
e-mail ing <mheisch@okhistory.org> or vis it ing the 
web site at <www.okhistory.org/shpo>.

Meet ing Head quar ters: Pol lard The ater,
Guthrie, Oklahoma (Fred Wiemer/SHPO photo).

Car ne gie Li brary/Oklahoma Ter ri to rial
Mu seum, Guthrie (Fred Wiemer/SHPO photo).
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Vol un teer train ing sched uled for May 12
The Oklahoma His tor i cal So ci ety's train ing ses sion for new vol un teers will be held

on Sat ur day, May 12, at the Oklahoma His tory Cen ter. The ses sion will be gin at 9 a.m. 
and con tinue through 5 p.m. 

Vol un teers are needed on a daily ba sis to as sist vis i tors at the Oklahoma His tory
Cen ter and to per form a va ri ety of ac tiv i ties in the var i ous OHS di vi sions. 

Ben e fits of vol un teer ing at the His tory Cen ter in clude the op por tu nity to be part of a
widely ac claimed in sti tu tion of learn ing, ac quir ing a keener un der stand ing of
Oklahoma his tory, op por tu ni ties to in ter act with peo ple and share the pride and his -
tory of Oklahoma, an an nual vol un teer field trip, and an an nual vol un teer ap pre ci a -
tion gala. A sub scrip tion to Vol un teer Visit monthly news let ter is also in cluded. 

Come join a great group. If you pre fer to work "be hind the scenes," those op por tu ni -
ties are also boun ti ful.

John Hope Frank lin lec ture draws 
ca pac ity crowd at His tory Cen ter

On April 7 more than 600 peo ple packed the Atrium of the Devon Great Hall to hear
John Hope Frank lin, the na tion’s pre em i nent Af ri -
can Amer i can his to rian, lec ture from his au to bio -
graph i cal work, Mir ror to Amer ica. Af ter wel com ing 
re marks by Dr. Bob Blackburn, the Langston Uni -
ver sity choir ren dered a mov ing se lec tion writ ten
by na tive Okla ho man Evelyn Pittman (1910–92).

Then the 92-year-old scholar, vig or ous and el o -
quent, en thralled the au di ence with his in sight ful
ob ser va tions of Amer ica’s need to try to per fect its
own dem o cratic sys tem and al low all races and
gen ders to par tic i pate in gov ern ing, to earn a de -
cent liv ing, and to  rise in pros per ity, be fore try ing
to spread de moc racy to other parts of the world.
“We should prac tice what we ex pect of oth ers,” he
said, “and make sure our own in sti tu tions are
dem o cratic.” 

Giv ing a brief his tory of blacks in the U.S. mil i -
tary, he re counted his own re cruit ment into the
U.S. Navy in World War II. He could type, take
short hand, run an of fice, “and, oh yes, I had a Ph.D. from Har vard,” he said. “Too
bad,” the re cruiter re sponded. “You have all the qual i fi ca tions ex cept color.” It was “a
Jim Crow, all-male mil i tary force that was fight ing to save the world for de moc racy,”
Frank lin wryly noted.

In Frank lin’s view, the United States can do good; it can “feed the poor, cure sick -
ness, pur sue the cause of real free dom and de moc racy, hope fully with the same vigor
and en thu si asm with which we pursue war. The prize is peace,” he noted.

The Frank lin lec ture, part of the OHS’s lec ture se ries, was ar ranged by Cu ra tor of
Di ver sity Bruce Fisher. The day be fore, three hun dred stu dents from Oklahoma City's
Douglass High School and other schools at tended a film and ques tion-and-an swer
ses sion. The pro gram was funded by a grant from Oklahoma Nat u ral Gas.

May 2007 events at OHS Places

May 4 Oklahoma His tory Day 

A state wide stu dent com pe ti tion with re search pa pers, ex hib its, per for mances and doc u men tary films
about Oklahoma his tory. In this na tional contest, win ners in dif fer ent cat e go ries travel to Wash ing ton,
D.C., to com pete in Na tional His tory Day pro ject com pe ti tions. 405/522-0692; Oklahoma His tory Cen ter,
Oklahoma City. 

May 9–11 SHPO Work shops 
The SHPO will hold its reg u larly sched uled pres er va tion work shops in Elk City at Car ne gie Hall, 215 W. 

Broad way. 405/521-2491.

May 12 Spiro Mounds 29th Birth day Bash and Archaeology Day

Art ists, ar chae ol o gists, reenactors, and spe cial tours will in form you about the Cad doan na tives of
Oklahoma. Guided tour of the Spiro Mounds at 1 p.m. Free ad mis sion. 918/962-2062; Spiro, Oklahoma.

May 12 Coiled Gourd/Pine Nee dle Bas ket Work shop

This class at the Pi o neer Woman Mu seum teaches South west-style coil ing, us ing North Carolina
longeaf pine nee dles. Par tic i pants should bring scis sors and a spray bot tle. Cost is $45 per stu dent/lim -
ited to 12 stu dents. 580/765-6108; Ponca City, Oklahoma.

May 19 Honey Springs Bat tle field Civil War Life Pro gram

Reenactors from the Sec ond Col o rado In fan try will pres ent a noncombat pro gram about mil i tary life
“dur ing the re cent un pleas ant ness’’ (i.e., the Civil War). 918/473-5572; Checotah, Oklahoma.

May 19 Tat ting Work shop

Chis holm Trail Mu seum of fers this work shop for beginnners, in ter me di ate, and ex pe ri enced tat ters.
Come learn the art of tat ting and share your ideas. In struc tors are Judi Banashek, Irene Mor gan, and
Gina But ler. 405/375-5276; King fisher, Oklahoma.

May 20 “Voices in the Tallgrass’’: Na tive Women Art ists of Oklahoma

Ex hibit open ing at the Pi o neer Woman Mu seum, Sunday, May 20, 1 to 5 p.m. Ex hibit on dis play
through Sep tem ber 16. 580/765-6108; Ponca City, Oklahoma.

May 22 The Far-Out East

The Mu seum of the West ern Prai rie pres ents orig i nal Asian-themed art work as well as an tique Asian
ob jects loaned by area res i dents. On dis play un til Sat ur day, May 26. 580/482-1044; Altus, Oklahoma.


