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Cantonmment Gibson
24th June 1829
To, the Sec'y of War,
Sir,

It has come within my knowledge, since my arrival
at this section of the country, that the President of the
U. States has ordered a detall of 4 companies of Infantry,
for the purpose of escorting, and guarding the companies
trading from St. Louis, to St. A. Fe. This measure on part
of the Goverment is wise, and necefsary for the present;
but I beg lsave to submit to your consideration the follow-
ing facts =~ The trace by which the traders must pafs, will
unavoidably, go thro!' the hunting ground of the Osages,
Kansas, Pawanees, Kemanches, Arapahoes; & Kiewahs, who are
at war with each other; and consequently war parties will
necefsarily infest the traceof the Traders. And if the
Indians should sustain any lofs from their enemies, they
will never be scrupulous, about the means of remneration
which will consequently, subject our Traders to depreda-
tion from all the Tribes, who may suppose,that they owe
no allegiance to the President of the U, States. A treaty
was once concluded with the Pawanees of the River Platte,
but those who reside more westwardly, and who are more
numerous, have never held treaty with the U. States, From
the best information I can obtailn, ﬁhe only Tribe of all

those named which has received Medals, is the Osage.
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The Osages, and Pawanees have been engaged in War
from time immemorial, and every year., at least two Cam-
paigns are made against each other., Many prisoners have
been ﬁaken by both natlions, until thelr number has be-
come considerable., The exchange of prisoners united to
the necefsity of the Tribes belng compelled to hunt of
the same ground, would as I belleve dispose them to peace,
on reasonable terms, If this object could be effected,
there would be but 1little difficulty in making peace with
the other Tribes, as I apprehend, and if they should re-
main hostile, it would be easy to control them, with the
friendship, of the Pawanees, and cooperation of the Osages.
Peace would cost a mere trifle to our Goverment, when com-
pared to the advantages, which rmust result from it. The
escort might be withdrawn, or 1ts statlon be rendered per-
manent, at some eligible point on the Arkansas, or the line
between us, and the Mexlcan states, The troops will now
be liable, without great cautlon: to have thelr horses
stolen, and probably the objJects of the Goverment for the
present defeatedl

Treaties between the several tribes, and between them,
and the United States, could be easlly effected, by the
distribution of some trifling presents, and Medals of the
President (not M Adams',) given to the Chiefs by some
man, who understands the character of the Indlans.

To promote a measure which promises real advantages,

to the Goverment, and security to its interprising citi-



zens, if upon examination it should be adopted; I beg leave
to present the name of Colonel Augustus P, Chouteau, as an
agent for that purpose. He 1s a man of fine intellect,
clear, vigerous, and active,- He has the best practical
knowledge of Indians, of any man, with whom I have ever
been acquainted - he would execute the trust, with pride,
effect, & fidelity!
Should the President adopt the course, and Colo, Chou-
Pleasure
teau be appointed for the purpose, I would, with great ac-
company him on the Mifsion; and render all aid within my
power, but will not accept any compensation for my services,
as the duty would recreate, my mind =--
I am with high
consideration, and
regard Your Mo ob, Sert
Sam Houston

Genl John H. Eaton.

(0TA: 1829, Misc, Gen., Sam Houston. kscort for Santa
Fe Traders.)






















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































I have had the honor of presiding over this institu-
tion for the last 14 years as Superintendent, during which
time I have always entertained the deepest solicitude to
impart every species of knowledge calculated to ellevate
the Indian mind above that state of savage degridation and
superstitious darkmnefs under which they have lain for so
many ages past. I have endeavoured to soe the seeds of
piety and benevolence to lay the foundation of moral recti-

brotherly
tude, to cultivate Social affectionate and temperment of
mind, to stamp upon the young, and all, the high reverence
and responcibility we owe to the Creator I have labored
incefsently to show the evll consequences of vice and the
end to which it leads -- I have endeavored by every means
to contrast between good and bad actions, and to show the
difference between good and bad men. I have studied the
most useful course of education: that which I thought was
best suited to their condition,

This I intend shall be my cause, as long as I shall
have the Superintendence -- any instructions you may please

to give will be promptly obeyed
Very Respectfully

Your Most Obt Servt

T. Hartly Crawford Esq Tho Henderson Supt

City Washington

(OIA: School File H583 etc. Choctaw Academy. 1839. H620,)
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