


Copies ot

MANUSCRIPTS 

In the office of the 

COMMISSIONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

WASHINGTON , D. C • 

{WESTERN SUPERINTENDENCY: 
MISCELLANEOUS AND SCHOOLS) 

Compiled from original records 

selected by 

GRANT l'OREMAN 

• I t • ' • • t 
: t • � I I I I t I:, t t I I • t I t • t I 

t • It I I I I t I I I • 'I t I I 
',,.::•,:,,:••.::•,•t 11 I 

I I I II I It 't I 

t t t t • • : • t t I : I 1 � I I. t I I : .; 
,· I )

I 
I 

ti 1
1 1 

: 
I I 

: 1
1 1

1 

: : : 19
1 •: t t I I 'I I 1 : t t I I I I I I I "t I 

t t t t 
: •,I .. : 

t
i : f I I : I •, : It 'ti : •I I I I I I I I I I 

. . . . 

I 



£�� 
,U.5f1 

v. \
Cantonment Gibson 

24th June 1829

To, the Sec'y of War. 

Sir, 

It has come within my lmowledge, since rrry arrival 

at this section of the country, that the President of the 

u. States has ordered a detail of 4 companies of Infantry,

for the purpose of escorting, and guarding the companies 

trading from St. Louis, to St. A. Fe. This measure on part 

of the Goverment is wise, and necefsary for the present; 

but I beg leave to submit to your consideration the follow-

ing facts The trace by which the traders must pafs, will 

unavoidably, go thro' the hunting grow.1d of the Osages, 

Kansas, Pawanees, Kemanches, Arapahoes, & Kiewahs, who are 

at war with each other; and consequently war parties will 

neoefsarily infest the traceof the Traders. And if the 

Indians should sustain any lofs from their enemies, they 

will never be scrupulous, about the means of remuneration 

which will consequently, subject our Traders to depreda­

tion from all the Tribes, who may suppo�e,that they owe 

no allegiance to the President of the u. States. A treaty 

was once concluded with the Pawa.nees of the River Platte, 

but those who reside more westwardly, and who are more 

numerous, have never held treaty with the u. States. From 

the best information I can obtain, the only Tribe of all 

those named which has received Medals, is the Osage. 
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The Osages, and Pawanees have been engaged in War

from time immemorial, and every year . at least two Cam­

paigns are made against each other. Many prisoners have 

been taken by both nations, until their number has be-

come considerable. The exchange of prisoners united to 

the necefsity o.f the Tribes being compelled to hunt of 

the sa.me ground,·would as I believe dispose them to peace, 

on reasonable terms. If this object could be effected, 

there would be but little difficulty in making peace with 

the other Tribes, as I apprehend, and if they should re­

main hostile, it would be easy to control them, with the 

friendship, of the Pawanees, and cooperation of the Osages. 

Peace would cost a mere trifle to our Goverment, when com­

pared to the advantages, which nrust result from it. The 

escort might be withdravm, or its station be rendered per­

manent, at some eligible point on the Arkansas, or the line 

between us, and the Mexican states. The troops will now 

be liable, without great caution: to have their horses 

stolen, and probably the objects of the Goverment for the 

present defeated! 

Treaties between the several tribes, and between them, 

and the United States, could be easily effected, by the 

distribution of soma trifling presents, and Medals of the 

President (not Mr Adams',) given to the Chiefs by some 

man, who understands the character of the Indians. 

To promote a measure which promises real advantages, 

to the Goverment, and security to its interprising citi-



zens, if upon examination it should be adopted; I beg leave 

to present the name of Colonel Augustus P. Chouteau, as an 

agent for that purpose. He is a man of fine intellect, 

clear, vigerous, and active,- He has the best practical 

knowledge of Indians, of any man, with whom I have ever 

been acquainted - he would execute the trust, with pride, 

effect, & fidelityl 

Should the President adopt the course, and Colo. Chou-
pleasure 

teau be appointed for the purpose, I would, with great�ac-

company him on the Mifsion; and render all aid within my 

power, but will not accept any compensation for my servioo s, 

as the duty would recreate, my mind 

I am with high 

Gent John H. Eaton. 

consideration, and 

regard Your Mo ob. Sert 

Sam Houston 

(OIA: 1829. Misc. Gen. Sam Houston. �scort for Santa 
Fe Traders.) 
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Natchi toches J ly 7~h 1830 . 

S i r , 

I hav e l a t e l y ar r ive here from the s eat of Government to 

take charge of t he Ind i an Agency on Red Rjver to v i h off ce 

I have been appoi nted . And I have this day held a talk 'I th 

th e Caddo Chief who info ~ms me o a letter addreff~ by you to 

Doct~ S i b l ey o f t h i s p l a c e g ving nformat i n of a meditated 

attack on t he Ca d do · a ti on b y several tri bes of I nd ans resid-

ing wi th in t he t err i t or y of the Pro v i nce of Texas . 

If such b e the fact or i f y ou have an , intellig nee, Sir, 

of any seri o s d i ff e r enc e existing at this ti~e etween Indi ns 

on your side a nd o urs on Red River you ~· ill conf er a great fa-

vor and d o an act of human ty by g iving me all he inforMation, 

you pofs e f s on t he s ubject a nd as e arly as pract cable. 

If t e Cadd o I nd i ans have made themselves obnoxio s to other 

tribes it may be no d oub t p art ial ly attr buted to their peculiar 

condition: They h ave b een ac . ustom~d for many years (unti ~ i t in 

t h e last t wo) to r e ceiv e ce . ta n afs i stanc e rom our Government 

which a i ded mainly in t hei r s pport but the sudden unexpect ed 

~ cont inuou s i nterrup t ion of those sup 1 es occasioned y the 

death of t wo I n d i an Agents in qu i ck suc cef sion an the gr at 

distance f rom. the sea t of Governmnent may perhaps have dr ven 

them, from s heer ne c efs ty , into s ome rr gul ari t e s; Fo all 

such they will b e rcq i r ed to mak e ami cab e r e arat i on on good 

evidence being add uced of the f a ct. 

It will be unnecef s a r y fo r me , i , to po i nt out the 

calamities of a border •ar even bet7e e n I n d i an Tri e s an of 

the indispensable nec e f s i ty of our Gove rnments guarn ing our 
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frontier white set t lement s aga ins t thei~ de cultory and lawle£s 

incursions. 

As it is t he wi sh of my ~overnment to make ami cable ad -

justment of all d i fferenc e s among the Ind i ans i f any shall ex-

ist I feel afsured t hat the same philan thropic pri nciples 

which dictat e t hes e sent i me nts wil l f i nd a co r re s pondant co-

operation in y ou. 

I am Si r wi t h cons i der at i ons of the highest respec t 

Your Ob~ Serv~ 

( Signed) J . Brooks 

Colonel Bean 

Superintendent of Indi an Af fairs 

Nacogdoches , Texas 

Indian Agent 

on Red River 

(OIA: 1830 Red River ( Agency) J ehiel Brooks Repor t . 



Nat chi toche·s Augus t 16 . 1830 . 

Sir, 

I have waited till now, before I should announce to 

you my arrival here , from a belief that my mere arrival, be -

fore I had time to ascertain the condition of my Post, or 

be able to give the Department some account of it , ~ould be 

supereragatory . And even now I cannot be as circumstantial 

in all things as I wi sh , and as will be satisfactory to you, 

owi ng to the severe indisposition of my family, and to the 

excefsive heat of the weather ever since my arrival in this 

climate. 

I have had interviews , however , with the Caddo and 

Quapaw Chiefs above, and with the head 1en of the Puscagoula 

and Apalache tribes below; as also ith some of the whites 

with whom the Indians have isputed about lands, and will pro-

ceed to give you as brief a sketch of all as the nature and 

extent of my inquiries will admit of. 

I found the ·Caddos . in cons i derable ·alarm, being 

t h reatened with an attack from a band of Cherokees residing 

beyond the Sabine River , aided by other tribes of Texas In-

dians; as they were entirely destitute of amlinition . This 

account of the Caddo chief was corroborated by an Indian 

trader from Texas , with whom I conversed ; by the Caddo In-

terpreter, Edwards, and by rumour. I therefore directed the 

chief to call in his people upon their ovm ground , without 

delay - suppli ed them with Povrder and Lead sufficient for 

their immediate necefsities, and directed h i m to defend him-

self in case of attack; and await further instructions . I 
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immedia tely addrefs ed Colonel Bean, Superintenden t of Indi an 

affairs in Texa s, on t he subject, a copy of whi ch l ette r I 

herewith enclose , to whic h I ha ve r ece i ved no r eply . 

Si nce thes e thi ngs t ranspired a report ha s reached me, 

thr ough various channels , & fron d i f f er nt d i rections , that 

the Mexican Government are sendin _ a cons i derable mili tary force 

upon t h i s f rontier , under th , co~mand of General Ti ran , (who 

has b een stationed in Texas before , and who as explored the 

f r ontier) f or t he ost ensible purpose of enforci g the decree 

of emancipat i on of s l avery , but for the secret intention of 

enforcing t he late dec ree which prohibits em ·grat i on from the 

Unit ed St ates: and to effect this a fort is to be erected at 

Pecan point , and another at the mouth of Sulphur fork , on the 

Red Ri ver , (whe r e this Agency was formerly located) including 

i n t h is sc ope out settl ement at Pecan Point , at Lofs prair e, 

and at least one half of the com1try claimed by the Caddo a-

t ion . I have taken measures to be early informed o the truth 

of t hese things from t he bes t sources of information , which 

wil l be communi cated to the Department so soon as received, 

un efs I am prevented by the direction of subsequent instruc -

tions. 

I am induced to be t hus c i rcumstantial in my rel a t i on 

of t h ese rumours , a t this t i me , from a conv i ction , that there 

are men among us here , so i n i mical to the present admini s tra -

tion of the Government , t hat the y will not only wi thhold from 

the officers of Gov ernment stationed among t hem what ever i n-

formation they may pofsefs of any impor t ance to the peace and 

security of t he country , but ready to joi n i n any cabal of di s -
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content, or even of insu rrect i on , that shall be calculated to 

create difficulties here , which through misrepresentation 
credit 

might be made to reflect dis Paee upon the Administrat on 

elsewhere; a n d fro~ a belief thus early formed that a similar 

course of military enforc ement will be as necefsary again , as 

it was once before in this country , in the days of r . Jefferson. 

I found the Quapaw Indian s also in a suffering condition, 

which induced me to raise on my own credit sufficient means to 

afford them present relief . 

On my arrival here, I learned that three of the Gentle-

men, on whom I placed greatest reliance for securities to my 

Bond, were absent, who would not return till fall; and before 

I could ascertain what the remaining prospects of succefs were, 

my wife wa s t aken so ill s to require my constant end undiv ded 

attention for near· t hree weeks . Then two weeks more were con-

sumed in v a in endeavours, though under promises of succefs, 

whereupon I a b andoned all further attempt here for the present, 

and forwarded a Bond in blank to my Father-in- law at ~ ashin ton, 

and anoth er to a friend in Ohio, the one or other of ~- ch I 

hope to have executed to your satisfaction . But if I fail in 

both attempts, I beg indulgence till October, by which I am 

afsured of succefs here. I am bold to ask this indulgence, be -

oa se I have guarded, and shall cont nue to guard , th public 

inte~st; and make use of my individual credit, till I am of-

ficially entitled to t he credit of the Government . 

I find unsettl ed public ac ounts , create by the former 

Indian Agent, as f ar back as July of last year . And the Depart-

ment is aware that a p rt of the salaries , and annu ties, also 
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of last year, rema in unpaid. Of the unexpen ed balance in t e 

hands of the Agent , at his decease, I can get no intelligence . 

In the event of a Bond bein r eceived on my account , a nd funds 

forwarded, I beg to be specifically instruct ed as to the set -

tlement of the arrearages of the last year . 

I find nothing definit e has been done below in the cases 

1 0 

of Isaac Bal dy,in, Gillar , and others , in regard to their differ-

ences with the Apalache and Pascaquola tribes of I na an , thou 

thes e matter have been under inves t i gation for years, and tho _h 

the whole cont roversy depends s i mply on the t~o facts - l~t wh the 

these cla i mants have bona f de titles to the disput d lan s , n 

conformity to the la s of the nited States , of t is tate 

and , 2D<l if so , wh .ther the boundar es have been surv yed , 

pl atted , and r c orded ac o~ding to law . I n a short me I 

intend to v s t thes e contested lands , and repo t the facts as 

I f nd them to exi st , i n regard to both points . 

I beg leave al o to state t at ther ar now on ed R r , 

and its tributa r y waters , p ards of three hundred Choctaw In-

dians, accord i n to their m n account , and o whites best ac -

quainte d ~it t eir number. They han pon t e borders of the 

white s ettlements, i n the most abject st t of pove ty and 

wretchednefs. I h ve conversed n t h o oft . mos t inte i -

gent, and explained to th m the trea ties o f 1820 , and 1825 . 

They p r ofefsed to be i norant of h e provisions of those 

treaties; but willing to emboqy the se ves a nd emigra e di-

rect from thi s country, but unvl lling to return first to the 

old nation , east of the ~ifsifsip 1 . 



I have the honor to acknowledge t h e rec ei pt of your 

circular letter of ins t ructions, dated 18th of J une ; and 

to be, Sir, 

John H. Eaton 

Secretary of War 

wi th great respect 

Your Ob~ Serv~ 

J . Brooks 

Ind i an Agent 

on Red River 

(OIA: 1830 Red River ( Agency ) Jehiel Brooks . Report . ) 



If the President deems it fit to appoint Colonel 

Arbuckle, co! Chouteau, & myself (without fee or reward) 

to treat with the Pawanees; and to make peace between them, 

and the Osages, tranquility will reign in the Priara•s. 

The whole western Tribes will be at Peace. The lines of the 

Different Tribes on Arkansas can be laid of, and harmony 

established between the Indian Tribes, and an acquiescense 

in the wishes of the Goverment, & the Executive insured. 

So long as Hamtramck is permitted to remain Agent for the 

Osages they can never prosperl They will only await the. 

day to redrefs wrongs which they receive thro' him. I will 

ha~e no reward, nor do I wish to have any thing to do with 

money matters. If the Pawanees should receive of the Govt 

(and Kemanchees) from 5 to $10,000 Dollars per annum it 

would save the expense, of a guard to the Caravans 

And let the Commifsioners make quarterly reports to 

the War Department, of all their proceedings, and t he reasons -

Let them be authorized to employ Maj. Langham, or Colonel 

Arbuckle to select from his command a Surveyor for running 

off the Indian lands - and be instructed in all things to 

regard the objects of the Government, in the fair fulfill-

ment of Treaties, and where the letter can not be pursued 

to follow the spirit of the Treaties. 

I will pledge my life upon the benifecale result of 

the above suggestions, both to the Indians, & the Executive 

of the Unionl 
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I mn aware that it is not the most popular pos ition 

for me to occupy in relation to the Indians, but justice 

and a regard to their real interests requires of me both 

risque, and sacrifice if necefsary. 

Sam Houston 

(OIA: 1830. Misc. Gen. Sam Houston . Boundaries in the 
West.) 
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F I E L D N 0 T E S 

of the Survey of the Meanders 

of 

A R K A N S A S R I V 

on its Sou t h Bank 

R . 

Co~noing a t t he point wher e t he North and Sout h line 

dividing a portion o f the Chero ke e nd Cr eek l ands 

strikes Arkans a s River, An d then ce u p it, 85 . M les . 



( Magnet ic Variation 10~ E . ( Chai n 2 p ole s ' ) 

--- --------- -- ----- ~- - - - - --- - - - - - - - - - - -- --

Tue s day , Oct 25~b 1831 . 

Commenc ed He ande rin g the Arkansaw River by Mark ng 

a t t h e point o f c o~nenc ement 

A h ick ory 11 C. c. L . 11 also . 11 Wh . oak11 

Ch . L . 56~ M. 

Stat ion . Course . Chains . 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

B. 

9 . 

10 . 

11. 

12 . 

13 . 

14 . 

1 5 . 

1:6 . 

17 . 

18 . 

s . 89 <? 5 1 ' • 

s. 859 - v • 

s . 89 <? 3 0 1 • w. 
s . 88? -

N . 619 45 1 • V • 

N. 77 9 - • 

N . 78~ 45 ' . W. 

N . 80 9 15 ' • W. 

N. 859 15 1 • v • 

N. 789 45 1 • • 

N. 72~ 45 '. 

N. 63 ~ -

N . 58~ 3 0 1 • 

N. 5 19 -

N. 27 9 -

11 . 2 1<? -

N. 13 C: 30 1 • 

w. 
• 

• 

• 

• 

N. 6 <? 10 1 • W. 

6 . 

5 . All mile trees are Marked 

3 . on the South bank of 

12 . the Riv er , every 5 ~g mile 

6 . 

3 . 

5 . 

5 . 

10 . 

4 . 

5 . 

5 . 

9 . 

9 . 

16 . 

8 . 

25 . 

14 . 

' 

1 5 
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19 . N. 15<? - E. 34 . 

20 . N. 7~ 45 . ' • 26 • 

{sic) 20 . N. 17 ~ 15 ' • • 23 

21 . N. 16? - w. 7 . 

22 . N 29? 30 ' . V1 • 11 . 

23 . N. 3 9? 15 . ' v. 7 . 

24 . N. 37 ? - w. 9 . 

25 . N. 55? 30 .' v. 17 . 

2 6 . N. 42 ? • 5 • 

27 . N. 41<? - ~ . 29 . 

28 . N. 53~ 15 . • 4 • 

29 . N. 45~ - w. 6 . 

30 . N. 57Q 30 ' . w. 6 . 

31 . N. 51<? 30 ' . w. 5 . 

32 . N. 43~ - v. 5 . 

33 . N. 52~ - • 8 . 

34 . N. 58~ - ~ . 11 . 

35 . N. 74~ 30 .' v. 24 . 

36 . N. 73 <:( o. ' 62 . 

37 . N. 649 30 ' . v • 19 . 

38 . N. 66~ 15 . w. 11 . 

39 . .1,: .. 87" 30 • ' iJ . 5 . 

40 . -~~ 74~ 45 . ' ~ . 4 . 

41 . ~· ''" 70q 15 . ' w. 4 . 

42. oi:- 73 9 30 ' . • 6 . 

L* Both N and S marked - one over the other ; unable to tell 
whi-ch-; is corre ct . / 



17 

43 . s . 78? 15' . ~ . 18 . 

44 . s . 76C: 30 ., w. 4 . 

45 . s . 84 ~ 30 ' . • 5 • 

46 . s . 86 ~ 15.' • 4 . 

47 . s . 69 ? 30 ' . w. 27 . 

48 . s . 52? 45 . ' • 43 . 

{ si c ) 50 . s . 0 40 . 44 . - • 

51 . s . 58 ? - w. 70 . 

52 . s. 0 64 . 67 . - • 

53 . s . 83 ~ 30 ' . w. 18 . 

54 . s . 81? 30 ' . w. B. B. On South Bank . Marked 

55 . s . 82 ~ 15 . ' • B. 2 l ar ge Bl k . Oaks --
56 . s . 0 75 . - w. 13 . " Ch . L. 5 . M. II f or sth }{ile 

57 . s . 0 83 . - rv . 18 . 

58 . s . 70 ~ 15 ' • w. 81. 

59 . s . 7 5 ~ 45 . 1 • 25 . 

60 . s . 62 ~- w. 18 . 

61 . s . 63 ~ 15 1 • w. 9 . 

62 . s . 64 ~ 30 ' . 1 9 . • 

63 . s . 67~ - w. 40 . 40 . Hi gh hill on s . side 

64 . s . 86 <? 45 . • 39 . co min to point no r 

65 . s . 89~ 15 ' • • 29 . the r ver • 

66 . N. 83 <: 30 1 • w. 32 . 32 . Small cre ek enter e 

67 . N. 77<? - • 41 . South side 1 . ch . Wi de . 

68 . N. 75~ - 33 . 



1-3 

69 . N. 70~ 30 I • w. 80 . 

70 . N. 78~ - w. 82 . 

7 1. N. 73~ - w. 4 . 

72 . N. 70~ 15 I • w. 5 . 

73 . N. 80~ • 4 • 

74 . N. 7 2~ 15 • I w .. 10 . 

75 . s . 85~ - w. 10 . 

76 . N. 86~ 30 '. w. 5 . 

77 . N. 85~ 45 1 • w. 18 . 

98 . s . 88~ 45 ' • ~ . 35 . 

79 . s . 85~ 30 . ' w. 46 . 

so . s . 82~ 45 • I w. 41 . 

81. s . 78~ 45 . ' w. 52 . 

82 . s . 68~ - w. 40 . 23 . Marked 2 cottonwoods -
83 . s . 71~ - w. 53 . nch . L. 10 . M" for 1ot l'liile 

0 
84 . s . 73 . w. 24 . a creek 1 ch . wide enters i m-

0 
85 . s . 74 . 30 .' w. 45 . mediate ly opposite on the 

0 
86 . s . 79 . - • 44 . North Side . 

0 
87 . s . 83 . - • 5 . 

88 . s . 8 1~ 45 . ' w. 13 . 

89 . s . 0 
88 . 30 . ' w. 11 . 

90 . 0 45 . ' 13 . s . 74 . v • 

~1. s . 0 
63 . - w. 33 . 

0 58 . 92 . s . 50 . - • 

93 . 
0 18 . s . 55 . 45 .' w. 

• 



94 . s . 61~ 15 . ' w. 76 . 

95 . s . 68~ 15 . ' w. 23 . 23 . A Small Island co n -

96 . s . 76~ 15 .' w. 32 . taining 3 . or 4 . Acres lie s 

97 . s . 74? - w. 6 . n ear the s . shore . 

98 . s . 7 8~ • 8 . 

99 . s . 85? 15 . ' 1) • 31 . .. 

100 . s . 68? 45 . t w. 81 . 

101 . s . 63? - w. 48 . 48 . Hi gh Prairie commences 

102 . s . 75? 30 . t w. 8 . on North Bank extending 

103 . s . 74? w. 11 . ~ Mile up the River . 

104 . s . 60~ 30 . ' w. 24 . 

105 . s . 0 51 . 45 . t w. 31 . 

106 . s . 49~ • 9 . 
0 107 . s . 57 . w. 24 . 
0 

108 . s . 65 . w. 36 . 
0 

7 . Marked an Ash '' Ch L. 15 • . . II 109 . s . 36 , 30 , ' w. 7 . 
0 

110 . s . 56 . 15 . ' v. 10 . a lso a Sycamore II 15 • 1· •• II 

0 
111 . s . 61 . 15 . ' w. 13 . Ro cky b l uff bank above 

0 
s i de . 112 . s . 62 . 45 . ' 10 . on S . • 

0 
113 . s . 55 . - • 5 . 

0 
114 . s . 56 . - w. 10 . 

115 . s . 60~ - • 11 . 

116 . s . 47? 45 .' • 9 . 

117 . s . 48~ - • 5 . 

118 . s . 46~ - v. 9 . 

119 . s . 55~ • 6 . 



120. 

121. 

122. 

123. 

124. 

125. 

126. 

127 . 

128. 

129. 

130. 

131. 

132. 

133. 

134 . 

135. 

136. 

137. 

138. 

139. 

140. 

14!1.. 

142. 

143. 

144. 

145. 

s . 6 2 ~ 30 ' • ~ • 
0 s . 7 4 . -
0 s . 83 . -

N. 81~ 
0 N. 82 . -
0 

N. 84 . -
0 

N. 65 . 15 . ' 
0 

N. 47 . -
0 

N. 50 . -
0 

N. 5! . 15 . 1 

0 N. 58 . -

w. 
w. 

• 

• 

~ . 
• 

• 

w. 
• 

w. 
N. 49 ~ 1 5 . 1 W. 

N. 53 ~ 15 ' • • 

N . 47 ~ 30 1 • IV . 

N. 40 ~ 45 . ' 
0 • 3 1 . 

• 

v. 

~ . 

N . 4 ~ 30 . 1 W. 

N. 10 ? 30 ' . 

N. 20 ? 
0 

N. 2 1 . 

• 

E. 

E . 
0 

N. 2 4 . 30 . 1 E . 

N. 0 8 . - E . 

N. 3? 30 1 • IV . 

N. 3 0 . 1 E . 

N. 18 ? 30'. W. 

29 . 

24 . 

40 . 

24 . 

7 • 

18 . 

30 . 

121 . 

77 . 

105 . 

36 . 

36 . 

32 . 

30 . 

51 . 

35 • 

48 . 

78 . 

7 . 

8 . 

31 . 

47 . 

37 . 

35 . 

28 . 

52 . 

20 

29 . a creek 1 ch . Wide enters 

the South side at the upper 

end of the above named 

rocky Bank 

24 . Creek larger than the 

above 3 c hs . Vide enters the 

South Side • 

11 Marked 2 oaks 11 Ch. L . 

20 . M. 11 on h gh rocky Bank 

at the upper end of whi c h 

~ mile a small creek en-

tars the South side -

Cottonwood Bottom above 



146 . N. 19 ~- ¥. 3 1 . 

147 . N. 17 ~ w. 56 . 

148 . N. 22 ~ - w. 13 . 

149 . N. 18 ~ 45 .' w. 9 . 

150 . N. 20~ • 11 • 

151 . N. 9 ~ 30 ' . • 28 • 

152 . N. 45 ? 30 ' . • 20 • 

153 . N. 0 7 . - w. 51 . 

154 . N. 16 ? 3 0 . 1 w. 38 . 

155 . N. 11? w. 14 . 

156 . N. 3 ~ 30 , . i • 21 . 

157 . N. 0 1 5 . - E . 23 . 

158 . N. 20 ~ 30 ' . E . 26 . 13 . Creek enters s . side 1)._ 
8 

159 . N. 0 14 . - E . 38 . chs . wi de 

160 . N. 0 1 1 . - E . 16 . 

161 . N. 13 ~ E . 26 . 

162 . N. 21~ E. 9 . 

163 . . N. 29 ~ 30 1• E . 35 . 

164 . N. 17 ~ 30 ' . E . 30 . 23 . Marked 2 co ttonwoods 

165 . N. 13 ? 4 5 ' . E . 29 . Ch . L. 25 M on S . side and on 

166 . N. 11~ E . 13 . N. side Bl k . oak "2 5 M f or 

25 . miles 

167 . N. 17 ~ 4a' E. 2 5 . 

168 . N. 0 
5 . E . 123 . 

169 . N. 2 5 ~ 30 1. E . 6 . 

170 . N. 8~ E. 28 . 
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171. N. 11~ 15 1. • 39 • 

172 . N. 3~ 30 .' E . 40 . 

173. N. £. 3 0 • I w. 10 . 

174. N. '7. 00 0 • 30 '. w. 68 . 

175. N. 33 ~ 10 '. • 41 • 

176. N. 34 ~ 45 .' w. 74 . 

177. N. 52 ~ • 37 • 

178. N. 83 ~ w. 40 . 

179. N. 0 
79 . - • 16 • 

180. N. 89 ~ ~ . 48 . 

181. s . 7 6 ~ 30 '. v • 45 . 

182 . s . 71~ 30 ' • w. 39 . 

183 . s . 60~ 45 ' . w. 66 . 

184 . s . 53 ? • 30 • 

185. s . 65 ? - ·W. 37 . 

186 . s . 76? - v • 1'7 . 17 . Marked a B1k . oak tree 

187. s . 0 
65 . • 20 . 11 Ch L . II 30 . M. on South side 

188 . s . so? - i'f . 40 . high bank s catterin oak 
0 

58 . below wh 189. s. 59 . w. timber . 10 chs . ch 
0 

190. s . 46 . • 52 . a creek enters North Sid 

191. s . 55? 30 '. • 36 . t 40 Island commences 1 

192. s . 8 5? 30 '. w. 22 . mile long cottonwood rowth, 

193. N. 8 6? 45 . ' rv . 8 . channe l on South side 

194. N. 75? rf . 42 . 

195. ~:- 85~ 10 I • w. 39 . 

/* Cannot distinquish S f rom N; one wr i tten over the other/ 



196. s . 87 9 - w. 29 . 

197. N. 87 9 - • 9 • 

198. N. 88P 45 '. • 107 • 

199 . N. 839 - VI . 42 . (High steep hill comes ab-
( 

200 . N. 88 p 4 5 .' • 52 . (ruptly to the River on the 

201. N. 7 9 9 - • 
( 

39 • (South side . 

202 . N. 28 ~ 15 .' w. 32 . 

203 . N. 22 ;' 30 1. Vi . 17 . 

204 . N. 7 r; 30 . 1 \ . 14 . 

205 . N. 2 . 

206 . N. 14~ - E. 13 . 

207 . N. 12 ~ - w. 32 . 

208 . N. 10? w. 12 . 

209 . N. 1? 30 1. • 4 . 4 . Marked 2 Cottonwoods 11 Ch . L . 

210 . N. 2 ~ 30 . I 69 . 35 . M. on the N. side there b eing • 

211 . N. 0 45 . suitable tree South side 23 . - no on -
212 . N. 40 ~ - • 42 . 42 . To lower end of an Island 

213 . N. 31? 30 . ' v. 74 . 1~ Miles and 22 chs . lon 

214 . N. 27~ 30 .' w. 43 . heav y cot tonwood timber , chan-

215 . N. 15 ~ - w. 93 . ne1 on the North side , ~ mile 

216 . N. 33~ 30 '. • 49 . above whi ch a creek l ·l-2 chs . 

217 . N. 40? - w. 31 . wide enters the North side 

218 . N. 71? 45 . 1 w. 9 . 

219 . N. 76~ 45 .' w. 31 . 

220 . N. 56~ 30 . ' w. 27 . 

221 . 
0 w. 36 . N. 55 . 
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222 . N. 71~ 15 .' w. 45 . 

223 . N. 75? - • 47 . 

224 . s . 82~ • 53 . 

225 . s . 64 ~ 15 I • w. 35 . 

226 . s . 57~ 1 5 .' • 30 . 

227 . s . 43 ? • 10 • 

228 . s . 40 ~ 1 5 .' w. 35 . 22 . Marked 2 Cot t onwo od s on 

229 . s . 0 32 . t h e s outh si de II Ch . L. 40 . M. II 39 . - • 

230 . s . 33 ~ 30 '. \ . 25 . f or 40~h mile . Smal l Island 

231 . s . 0 w. 60 , the N. s hore 24 . - n ear 

232 . s . 32 ? 15 . 1 w. 100 . 

233 . s . 3 2 ? • 35 . 35 . Creek ent e r s South s i de 

234 . s . 71? • 50 . 2 ch s . Vi de . 

235 . N. 86 ~ 45 ,' • 27 . 

236 . N. 0 
80 . 30 ' • • 18 . 

237 . N. 8 0 ' 3 . 30 . v. 2 5 . 
0 w. 53 . 238 . N. 3 3 . -

239 . N. 
0 

30 . 15 1 w. 77 . 

240 . N. 38 ~ 30 . 1 w. 22 . 

241 . N. 41~ - • 20 . 

242 . N. 22 ~ 30 ' . w. 23 . 

243 . N. 45~ - w. 85 . 

244 . N. 55~ w. 31 . 

245 . N. 65;:> 30 1 • • 33 . 

246 . N. 66;:> 15 .' • 47 . 
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247 . N. 72? • 58 . 24 . Marked 2 co t tonwood 

248 . N. 66 ? 15 .' i 22 . 11 Ch . L. 45 . M • II f t h • or 45-- Mile . 

249 . N. 56 ~ 30 ' • w. 65 . 

250 . N. 59 ~ • 41 • 

251. N, 7 8 ~ • 42 • 

2 52 . N. 68 ~ 30 1. w. 63 . 

2 53 . N. 54 ~ • 57 • 

254 . N. 47? • 42 . 

2 55 . N. 41? - w. 50 . 

2 56 . N. 32 ~ 30 1. ~ . 64 . 

257 . N. 42~ w. 78 . 

2 58 . N. 50 ~ 30 ' . w. 22 . 

259 . N. 42 ~ 30 ' . 1 11 . • 

260 . N. 3 6 ~ 45 ,' • 39 . 

261 . N. 50 ,0 
~ . 85 . 

6 2 . N. 29 .0 30 t . w. 85 . 85 . Marked 2 Cottonwoods 

263 . N. 2'Z 0 o . • 32 . Ch. L, 50 M. on North side 

264 . N. 30 .0 
• 46 . of the River . I s l and i m-

265 . N. 3 .o v. 43 . mediately oppos i te , Chan-

266 . N. 4 .0 45 .' E . 39 . n e l on S . si de 

267. N. 2 .0 45 .' w. 25 . 

268 . 0 75 . N. 18 . - • 

269 . N. 20 .0 30 .' w. 86 . 25 . Creak enters North side 

270 . N. 23 .0 15 .' • 42 . 1~ chs wi de . 

271 . N. 30~ • 38 . 



272 . N. 35? 30 . ' • 32 

273 . N. 3 ~ 45 . ' w. 46 . 

274 . N. 3? ~ w. 79 . 

275 . N. 40 ;> 15 . ' w. 53 . 

276 . N. 2 9 .0 30 ' . w. 22 . 

277 . N. 27 .0 
• 36 . 

278 . N. 24 ° w. 15 . 

279 . N. 18 .0 15 . ' • 2 6 . 

280 . N. 20 ? w. 35 . 

281 . N. 1 4 ~ rv . 122 . 66 . Marked Blk oak Ch . L. 55 M. 

282 . N. 21~ 15 . ' w. 68 . on s i de of high hill ex t ending 

2 83 . N. 7 c;; 30 ' • E . 77 up and down the R. 1 mi l e . 

284 . N. 7 c;; 15 . ' w. 20 . 

285 . N. 3 ? E. 10 . 

286 . N. 8 .0 30 . ' E . 8 . 

287 . N. 3 .o w. 11 . 

288 . N. 3 •0 30 ' • E. 10 . 

289 . N. 1~ 15 . ' E. 12 , 

290 . N. 3 ~ 45 . ' E . 52 . 

291 . N. 1? 30 ' . E. 10 . 

292 . N. 9 ~ 15 . ' E . 47 . 

293 . N. 9 ? 15 . ' w. 6 5 . 

294 . N. 4 ? 30 ' . w. 26 . 

( sio ) 296. N. 7? 30 ' . w. 27 . 

297 . N. 14~ w. 62 . 

298 . N. 34 ~ • 154 . 



299 . N. 46 9 w. 59 . 29 . Marked 2 cottonwoods 

300 . N. 55 ? ' w. 66 . 11 Ch. L. 60 . M. f or the 60th . 
301 . N. 62 ~ 15 .' w. 28 . Mile 

302 . N. 72 ~ 30 '. w. 26 . 

303 . N. 88 ~ 45 '. w. 28 . 

304 . N. 85~ 15 '. IV . 30 . 

305 . s . 73 ~ 45 .' w. 22 . 

306 . s . 69 ~ ~o ,. { . 24 . 

307 . s . 70 ~ w. 99 . 

308 . . s . 73 ? 45 1 • iJ . 2 5 • 

309 . s . 68 ~ aG' . w. 21 . 

310 . s . 72 ? w. 36 . (Is l and commenc es , 1 mile 

75 ~ 45 . 1 
( 

311 . s . w. 62 . 62 (long heavy cottonwo od 

70 ~ 30 1• 
( 

312 . s . w. 47 . (timber at the foot of 

80 ~ 30 ' . 
( 

313 . s . iV . 39 . ( whi ch another 1efs , and 

74 ~ 45 . 1 
( 

314 . s . w. 67 . (part ly oppo site . 

315 . s . 70 ~ 30 '. w. 55 . 

316 . s . 63 .0 45 ., • 95 . 95 . Marked a cedar , Hi ckory, 

317 . s . 61.0 30 1. w. 52 . and Ash , II Ch. L. 65 . M. !I at the 

318 . s . 7 5 .0 45 .' • 59 . foot of high rocky ni11 on the 

319 . s . 85 .0 30 ' . w. 57 . South side . 

320 . s . 89 .0 45 ' • w. 162 . 

321. N. 84 .0 30 ' • • 70 . 

322 . N. 59 .0 w. 80 . 

323 . N. 44 .0 30 '. w. 57 . 

324 . N. 45 .0 30 '. w. 127 . 
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3 25 . N. 58? 15 . ' v. 6Q . 

326 . N. 60~ 30 ' • • 33 • 

3 27 . N. 68 ? 4 - • r w. 23 . 23 . Harked 2 oaks 11 Ch . L. 70 . M 

3 28 . N. 7 6 ? 30 . ' fll . 63 . f or 70~Q. mile . 

329 . s . 82 ? 45 .' • 130 . Cedar grove just below on 

330 . s . 73 ? • 20 . the South side . 

3 31 . s . 65 ~ 15 . ' w. 45 . 45 . Creek enters South side 

332 . s . 75 ~ 30 ' . w. 19 . 1 ch . wide . 

3 33 . s . 57 ~ 15 . ' 43 . • 

334. s . 81 ? 13 . ' w. 115 . 

3 35. s . s5 ? 30 ' . w. 60 . 

336 . s . 83 ? 35 t • 7 2 . 

3 7 . s . 85 ~ iV . 26 

338 . s . 80 ~ 0 ' • ~~ . 33 . 

3 39 . s. 88 .0 v • 9 . 8 . 

340 . N. 
0 

63 . w. 51 . 
0 

341 . N. 50 . 30 ' . • 52 . 25 Marked 2 oaks on S . 
0 

342 . N. 51 . 30 '. w. 41 . Side tr Ch . L. 75 

343 . N. 7 4 ? ,.,. 0 ' . w. 35 . 35 . Island commences 50 

344 . N. 64? w. 50 . chains long 

345 . N. 40~ 15 . ' w. 3/:J . 

346 . N. 9~ 0 ' • ~ . 64 . 

:347. N. 1? 15 , ' • 151 . 151 . To . the mouth of Red for 

348 . N. 2 1~ 30 '. E. 26 . or Red River 27 chs . ·v de 

349 . N. 15~ E. 54 . a t its mouth c edar grove 

350 . N. ,... 50 0 • E. 10 . in the point . 
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351 . N. 16 <? 30 I • E . 48 . 

352 . N. 51<? 30 ' . E . 50 . 

353 . N. 57~ E . 57 . 

3 54 . N. 4 0 E • 47 . • 

355 . N. 4<? 15 . ' E . 5 • 

356 . N. 2 7<? E . 31 . 

357 . N. 13 9 E. 2 41 . 24 Marked an oak "Ch . L . 

358 . N. 15 30 ' . E. 64 . so . M. and anothe r '' 80 . M. II 

3 59 . N. 3~ w. 42 . Prairie up and down on 

360 . N. l-7~ 30 ' . w. 54 . South side of the River 

361 . N. 44? 45 ' • • 36 • 

362 . N. 24~ 30 ' . • 91 . 22 A creek enters the North 

363 . N. 62~ • 50 . side 2~ chs . ide Oppos te 

364 . N. 59? 30 I • w. 48 . the mouth of vrhi ch 2 smal l 

365 . N. 68? • 35 . Islands n ear the North side 

366 . N. 77? 45 . ' • 30 . 

367 . s . 78~ 30 '. w. 28 . 

368 . N. 86~ 30 ' • ~ . 75 . 75 . A cr eek enters the north 

369 . N. 84~ w. 19 . side 1 ch . wide . 

370 . s . 86~ '""0 I • v • 7 5 . 

3 71 . w. 33 . 

372. s . 84~ 30 '. w. 34 . 

373 . s . 86~ 10 ,' w. 36 . 
0 Marked 2 Blk 37 4 . N. 8 4 . w. 35 . oaks 

37 5 . N. 0 
86 . 1 5 . I v. 42 . 11 Ch . L. 85 . M. '' on s . side 

3 76 . N. 85~ w. 33 . 33 . and on the north s i de 2 



cottonwoods one of which mar ked 11 Ch . L. 85 . • the ot her 
11 85 .M. 11 high hills on s . si de , co ttonwood bott om on the 

North Side 

The foregoing Numbers from 1 . to 13 . ar e the f i eld Notes 

of the Surv~y of the Meande rs of Arkansas River Commenc-

ing at the point where the North and South line , divid ng 

a part of t he Cheroke e and Creek Lands strike s Arkans aw Ri ver 

finished Nov . 16th John c. McCoy 

1831 Afst . Sur . 

(OIA: Fiel d Surveys . Anc i ent Mi s c • , Vol • 4 • ) 
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a cogdo ches Texas 

Febry 27th 1833 -

Hon . Lewis Ca fs 

Se c r e t ary of ~ar 

Sir 

As Jiili t ary Conunander of the J. Torth Eastern frontier 

of the Uni ted Me xican St a t es , i t has become a necefsary and 

painful duty devolving upon me t o apprise you of facts, 

whi ch are not i n ac cordan ce ~ith t e Treatie s and the very 
c 

amiable rela t ions existing between the two Sister Republics 
Jl. 

-of the United St a t es of America , and the United J..~exican 

States -

'.'hich facts I t rust you will fe el bound to pre-

sent t o the President that he may be enabled to i nterpose 

his aut hority wi th the Agents and Office s under his con-

trol and redeem thi s Gover!l'llent from an evil vhich i s not 

only an enc roa c~'llent .upon i ts Territo~y but must endanger 

its citizens i n thei r propert y , as well as the ir l ives -

I n the Treaty concl uded at the City of . exico on 

the 5th d ay of Apr il 1831 provi sions was made in the XXXIII 

rti cle that annoyances and i ntrusions of a l l kinds by the 

Indi ans r e sid ng vi thi n the t o Re publ ics , should recipro-

cally be prevent ed, By re f erence to t e .Treaty , and 

r ticle cited ou will perceive that both parties bind 

themselves exprefsly to Re st rain by force , al l hostili -

ties and incursi ons on the part of t he I nd ' an~ rat ions 

living within the i r respective boundari es c - It cannot 

be doubted but t he object of thi s a rticle wa s to p event 

not only the~ils which mi ght r e sult to t he Inhab i tants 
of the t wo Countrie s, but al s o to pr event the Incurs i ons , 
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or location , of any of the Tr i bes , or lat i ons r e sid ing vi th-

in the bounds of one of t he contracting part i e s , upon ands , 

claimed and owned by the other -

Incur sions must necefsarily precede location; and 

i f the l etter of t he Tr eaty were complied wi th and preserved 

f r om i nf ract i on, the grounds of this com:nunica t on would be 

obviat ed - ,., i thi n a hort t i me past , several hundred Choctaw,$' 

I ndi an s have paf sed from Natchitoches i n the United States , 

and l oca t ed themse l ves i n the 1idst of the ett ements 
distant 

·i\T i thin th s · uni cipal i ty , and not more than t v1enty five mi le 

fr om this plac e and bri g ith them the afsurance t at many 

more of the r tribe contemplate a Si milar location . have 

s atis f a ct ory afsurance that not lefs th n Seven hundred have 

loca t ed themselves i n Texas , wit in the pr esent month . or 

i s this t e only just ground of Seri ous and unp easant appre -

hension, to be contempl ated by the citizens of the United 

St a t e s of exi co - A Short tine since several Chiefs of 

Coshata I ndi ans , accompani ed by t wo '."'. hite men from East 

Florida, pafsed through this place from an incurs i on as 

f ar Sou th West as the Brafsos : and declared the i ntention 

of t h e Chief s to Remove to this province w thin t e pres -

ent pri ng , bringi ng several Tr i bes of In i ans with them 

f r om t he Cr eek Nat i on , l ocated -in Fl orida , withi n the U. 

~ t at e s of Americ a -

The ,.utua l f a i th of the t·.·;o l epublicks be g 

pledged upon the subject of his addrefs certainly renders 

it mat ter of much deli cacy , an I s ould e vant i ng in 
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respect for my own Gov rn.-·nent , i f I cou d. even sus pect that t e 

President or the i~edoate func tionari e s of the U. utat es 

could hnve either permitted o ... connived at the trespafs whi ch 

has taken place upon the Terri tory of t e Repu lie of ~rexico. 

It 1 s never the l ef true t at these I ndians pafsed by a : .il-

itary pos t of t e U. States. ( ort J efsup) on t he i r vay 

to the Sabine , where t1ey entered Texas . Th s rout e pur-

sued by the ~hoc taws from atchitoc es was mo st man festly 

diffe r ent f r om that vhich they must have pursued in reac -

ing t e Country afsigned to em on t _e East ide of Re 

R ver an ·.vi t h in the Terri tory of your over 1ent . y 

this early an sinc e r e applicat ion to t e U. Stat es Govern-

me nt i t is Reques te d t a t such measur es may be adopted by 

t at Govcrnmen in its ·.L a racteri st ic good fa i t , as wi 1 

not only preven a ll future incurs ions , but also to order 

t hat those al ready within t i3 pr ovince shou _ be present-

ly r emoved to t e lands afsigned to them by the U - States . 

I flatter mysel f ~.-Ji th the present existing Treaties , nd t e 

otherwi se fr en dly r elations subsisting between the t·:1o 

Gover~~ents and t eir citi zens , Tha t t he Pres i dent o t e U. 

States will feel bound from his elevated , pol t ica l, as we 1 

as moral character to arrest and pr esent he i nten ions of 

the Tribe or Tr ibe s of the reek Indi ans from any and all 

contemplated incur ion s into the Te rri tori s of exi co 

and particularly of this Provin ce - Th consequences to 

its white inhabitants may prove of a character , not only 

disastrous to them , but such as vould cl a i m t e c o . ifser-



ation of every humane and honorable breast -

You will at once perce ive from t e nature of y it-

uation, that my i mmediate duty w+l l be to appri se my Gove Th~ent 

of the facts that it may be enabl ed t o unde r stand the exigen-

cies of my Comnand 

God preserve you maney years -

( O:EA: 1833. .1exi co 
Protest.) 

I h ve the honor 

t o be your J? Ob~ 
t Serv-

Peter E. Bean 

( ho ctaws ) Col. eter 1 Bean, u. .If • •t. . 



Str. 

Fort Smith . Ark . Te r . 

t h 29 • • r~ a rch 1833 . 

I h a v e the h onor t o report t o y ou , for the information 

o f the ~ar Department; that I arriv ed a t this lac e on the 

22~~ Inst; in obedi enc e to an o rder o f Col . Arbuckle , predi-

c ated upon the Genl orde r -? 7. dated Ad j utant Genls ·office , 

Was h ington , January 3 0 ~. 1833 .; whi ch order appe.ars to have 

f or its purp ose t he prev enting t he intro du c tion o f Ardent 

Sp irits into any of the Indian Nations wes t of this point . 

I hav e consequ ent l y in obedience thereof re p orted m 

arrival, a nd purpose to the agent of the Cherokee , Choctaw 

Nations ; and am make ing all n e c efsary preparations , f o r a 

complyance with its full injunction s 

I have f o r my further instructi ons n Act of Con refs , 

to r egulate trade , & intercourse with the Indian Tr bes · 

and to pres erv e peac e on the frontiers app rov e d 3oth March 

1802. To gether with an amendment of sai d Act , approved 

6th May 1822 ; a nd a l et t e r of instruc tions f rom the .ar 

Department to Cap t Vash on, a gent of the Cherokee Nat · on , 

dated Aug~ 16~~ 1832 ; v1hi ch cont a ins a short extra c t o f 

an act o f Cone;refs approv ed g ~J; July 1832 , on the subje ct 

of the introduction o f rdent s pi its into the Ind an 

Country . 

The measures which J have adop t ed in rel a t ion to the 

fulfilment, of my orders & Instruc tions , as conmllinding 
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officer of this post , after thos e already ment ioned; Are , 

the publication of a notice, of which the enclosed is a Copy; 

and the f o rmation of a Bond, designed to be executed by 

Masters of Boats ; binding themselves in a penalty of F i v e 

hundred dollars , not to introduce Ardent s~irits , into any 

o f the Indian Nations. 

The object of this bond is to prevent trouble to all 

such, a s may prefer signing it , to the troubl e and delay , 

whi c h wou l d be necessary , in under oing a search of the Boat 

Should this course about to be pursued by me ; not meet vith 

the approbation o f the Department ; I Mould li k e to r e~eive 

an early notice of it ; and at the same time , to r e c ei v e more 

deffinite o rders for my overnment , than I at present have . 

A Book containing the diffe rent Treatie s wi th t h e In-

dian Tribes ; nd the laws in relat ion to the intercourse , 

between the U. State and Indian Nation s , is v ery much wanted 

at this place ; and as one cannot be procured here y ou w 11 

oblig e me ; i f y ou wil l cause one to b e sent to t his post . 

Col. R. Jones 

Adj~ Gen~ 

U. s. Army -

I am Sir Very Respectfully 

Yr Obd Serv 

John Stuart 

C ap~ 7~ Inf~Y 

(OIA: 1833 . Western Supt 'y. Capt . John Stuart , USA . ) 



Sir, 

Fort Smith 

3 Apri l 1833 

Herev1 i t h I enclose you a p o st r eturn of detachment 

of the 7th Inf¥. under my command f or the month of M rch 

1833 . In my last cornnunication to you - I st ted th t I 

h ad a bond prepared for t he si p,nature of such ma sters of 

boats - engaged in the transp ortation b f merchandise , qest 

o f this plac e , as mi ht p refer thi s course to underEoin g 

a Serch - but on a more mature r e flection - I have con-

cluded to postmone for the n r esent that cours e - and to 

continue as before to receive fr om the masters of Re spe ct -

able Bo ats . a cirtificate that they were In no way en aged 

in the transport ation or trafic of Ardent Spirits we st of 

this plac e 

I have the Honf to be Sir v ery 

Co~ R Jones 

djt Gen~ u. S Army 

Re s pect f ully y our ob~ S ervt 

John Stuart 

Ca :t 7 ' Inf 

( OIA : 1833. ves t ern Supt ' y . Capt . John Stuart , USA . ) 



. Fo rt Gibson Augt. 13 / 33 

To Tho Hon1 ·secY·at War 

Sir 

Tho d;r-augh ~iven by me to Capt . Wil l am 0 . Wes t, 

for one Thousand and seventy t wo Doll~ wq.s my a ct & Deed , 

althogh singn ed by our clerk Davi d Bar bour , whi ch sum was 

Due to Nicholas Mill er, "IJ i th p ower of a t t o rney to me , (as 

will appear on file in Dept )., To Re ceiv e the same , To 

which payment I a cquiese in , & hereby a c knowl e d g e t he r e c e i p t 

thereof 

Most Re sp e ctfully 

Your Obt . Serv t 

J . • F lowers 

P. S The draug t above a luded to was dat ed on the s ~h 

Janua ry 1833 

J ., V'J , F 

( OIA: 1833 . isc . J . ·; . F lowers.) 



M!' Ni cholas Miller The original claimant f or the within sum 

of 1072;:; Is at this time, and has be en for two y ears pas t, 

unable to unde rgo fatugue -

Miller lives Twenty Mil8s above this place on Gr an d 

River, There is no Justice of the peace before whom h "s 

affidavit could be taken Within s eventy Miles below this 

p l ace 

If it is however indispensably necefs ary , his affi da -

vit shold be if pofsibel f or 1arded 

Your Ob t Sv~ 

W 0 We st 

( OIA: 1833 . Mi ,;)v. J. \J . Flowers.) 



Vashin~ton , O c~r 19 , 1833 . 

Sir , 

I enclose , f o your examination , copi e of 11 abst r a cts 11 

of claims present ed by t he Creek and Cher okee I ndi ans a~ ins t 

the Osages , at a Council he l d vi th the l atter Tr i be i n March 

last . The Cre ek cl ai ms , (m rked A. ) you vli l l p er ce ive was - - _..._ --
brought be fore t he Co1nmifsion ers , by a l e t ter from Genl . 

Campbell , Ag~ for t hat Tr i b e , in whi ch he ea r nestly ur ::Jes 

their adjustment : Thos e of the Che ro kees , (mar k B. ) wer e 

present ed by the Chiefs of t hat Tri be , and the r sett l ement 

demanded \1ith equal e arnestne f s . On the other han d t he 

Osages prot est ed a a inst the validi t y of those cla i ms , nd 

charged the Claimants rl t h havin f.\ conuni tted depr eda t ons 

u pon thei~ property . I a s k you r attenti on t o these pape rs , 

now , in support of what I have so fr equently ur e d - the 

prefsing 8. absolu~e :r.:_e_cefs_itz _of_ _E_r i~ i ng ~~~ confli cting 

c laims of t h ese Tribe s to a s pe edy ~~~l ement . The clai ms 

here presented o. ainst the Osa ge s , exceed .·17 , 0 00 ; vrh ch , 

if allowed , vould absorb the pr e s ent annu i t y of t hes e peo-

ple for two years; and in their pr e s ent poor & des ti t u te 

condition , they mi ~ht plead necefsity , in ext enuati on of 

the depredations the y would commit t o procure a subs i s ten ce 

thereafter . 

You will r ecollect t hat an att empt was made in ~ay 1 s t, 

after tho ad journment of t he Commi f sioners , to procure a 

meeting between t he Cherokees & Osages f o r the purp ose of 

adjusting their difficulties , arising out of t heir cla i ms 

. 4il 



f or depredation s comr1i t t ed u pon each o ther ; an d i n conse-

0:Uence of i ts failu r e , Var par ti e s f rom t he s e Tr ibe s we r e 

sent a gainst eac h other, an d s e ve r a l liv e s were lo s t . The s e 

occurrenc e s can n ot b e a r r epit ition , withou t p roducing a 

gen r a l 1ar among t he Trib e s now o ccupyi n the new Ind an 

t e r r i to r y ; rhi c h , a t t his par t i cu l a r cris es , shou d b e c a r e -

f ully guarded a g a ins t, a s i t would naturally c r eate a per -

nic i ous inf l u en c e ov er the ami r ati on t o t h at Coun try , in 

wh ich t he ove rnment f ee ls s o d e ep l y i n t e r e st ed . I am fu lly 

confi rmed i n the beli e f , t h r ef oro , wh~ch I hav e fr equent l y 

e x pr e fs ed , t hat the Commi f s oners cou l d n o t be bet t e em-

p loyed than in the ex amina tion and adjus t ment of al l the 

comp l a i nts & cl i ms ; exi s ti n betwe en the Tribe s a l ready 

loca t e d i n the new Te r r itor y . The Commi f sion ers a r e on t he 

s p ot , clo thed with t e fu ll p ower of the gove rnmen t to a ct , 

a n d c an, with bu t litt le trouble , i f the y b e i n i n t me , 

se tt l e all di sput e s , and es t ab l i s h a fr i end ly int e r course 

b e t ween the no ~ h os tile Tribe s . Le t t he b en e volent vi ews 

o f t h e ove r nment b e brou h t f ully t o t he u nd e r s t nd i n of 

t he Indians a l ready in the n ew Te r ritory , and ins t e a d of op -

pos ing the r emov a l o f o ther s, and of annoy in & p l underin 

them a f t or the i r a r riva l, t heir i~t ere~ts , i f noth i n ? e l s e , 

would induc e t hem to invit e emi r a t ion . It is nec e fs a r y , 

a lso, that t h e ov ernment s houl d nt erfe r e in t he se t t l e -

ment of t he se cla i ms , t o p r e v ent the Os a ~ es f r om b e n . over -

r e ached by t h e i r more int elligent and cunnin n e i bor s . 
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There c an be no doubt but t he governme nt has been c alled 
' u pon, f or several yea rs past , by the Cherokees , to pay cl im. 

to a l ar e amount , which never had existence : and in conse-

quenc e of such inf o rmation r eaching the Department , you 

hav e submitted t he examination of al l f urther cla ms agR n t 

the government , t o the Commifsione rs . - upon this examina -

tion , I believe , the most fraudulent transactions wil l short -

ly be exposed . nd , if the Cheroke_es , o r rather a f ew white 

men ~ho cla im to belong t o , & exercise influence over their 

nation , iTOuld v enture to present fi ctiti ous cl ims rra · nst 

the government , they would not h e sitate to present them a ainst 

the Osa e nation ; espec ially at a time when they v1ere in 

Council to make a Tr eaty , in hi ch they could t ul te 

with t h e u. s . f o r the payment of thei debts . 

I have , Si r , with du e respect made these r emarks , be-
i mportance to the 

lieving it to be of the greates t~pros ~ri~y of the ne Indian 

territory , that , while now in its infancy , a f irm al li ance 

should be establ ished between the rib e s already there , be -

f o re new locations are ma de and stran er Ind i ns bro cr t 

amon them . In my Repor t , howevor , enclosin ) the pro ceedin , s 

o f the Osa e Council , I hav e .~ ivan you my imp refsions full.r 

upon this subject; and my only obj ect at th s time is, v er 

r e spectf ully , to exprefs a ho pe that the attent on of the 

Commifsioners wi ll be call ed t o the examination & sett l ement 

of these claims , as soon as p r a cti c able . 



I have the honor, to be., 

Hon. Lewis Cafs, 

Se~Y of War 

With mu ch respect, 

Your ob~ s~ 

S. C. Stambaugh . 

(OIA: 1833. vestern Supt ' y . (Cherokees ~ Creeks . ) S . C. 
Stambau h , Sec' y . ) 



Fort Leavenworth Nov 8 1833 

Sir 

Peace will b e con cluded at this coun cil between the 

hostile Indi ans upon t erms hi ghly satisfactory - the wampum 

has been exchanged but the speeche s not finished . It is a 

happy day for the Indi ans here -

By a mountain trapper on his way down the the Mifsouri, 

I have learnt the use of the still noti c ed in f ormer com-

munication , as having been sent up the river b y the American 

Fur Company . That co mpany have a f ort at the mouth of Yel-

low stone river - There a distillery o f whisk ey is established, 

and in the most successful ope ration - Mr Sublitz of St Louis 

just from there, says , he tasted the whiskey made there , 
of 

and found it an excellent quality - report says , the Mandan 
~ 

villag e supplied them this year wi th 2000 bushells o f corn -

I think this exager a t ed - The company h o 1ev e r have transported 

corn in steam boats and engaged a conside rabl e quantity more 

to be taken next spring . Mr Sublit z says the justification 

offered for a suppos ed breach of the law , is , that the law 

does not forbid making whiskey - i t only pr ee c ludes its 

introduction - I make no comment -

It will be gratifying to the Department to l earn that 

the Kickapoo dissatisfaction with thei r land is removed -

I have held two coun cils wi th t he ch iefs & warriors and 

examined p e rsonally their whole tract - The location is a 

most favorabl e one - the l and is good and wate r communica -



tion most easy - The ch i efs 1?-.?-V~-~-cc~t e_d _t h e l and and are 

now anxious to have the things promis ed i n the t r e aty -

I t will be expedient to run the l ines as soon as p r a c-

ti cable -

\Vhile the chi efs of the Ki ckapoos we r e toget her I 

talked wi th t hem about their agent , f or I unde r stood t hey 

had applied f or a separate agent - The fa c t is , they do not 

n e ed a separate a gent , any more t han the Delawares & Shaw-

nese . The tribe i s a small one and after the r ations a r e 

ifsued I do not know what an agent would do . The head chie f 

t old me he vTas t r icked i n signing a paper fo r a h ew agent . 

He lik ed the o ld one - but s ome men got h i m t o s ign a paper 

b ef ore t h ey t old him v1hat was wr i tten on i t - They a r e anx -

ious to have a mi l l e r e ct ed soon , and Mr Cummi ngs thei r 

agent has s ome e xperience in this bus iness having just 

finished a mi l l f o r the Delaware s and a lso one f or h i mself : 

The peti t i ons_ of Indi ans une_x:Ql a i ned are entit l ed t~ _l_i_!;_tle 

considerat i on -

Excuse t he fre edom of my communications b e l ieve me 

Hon . E. Herring , 

Ind Commifsr 

Washington 

yours r e spect f ul ly 

& obedi ently 

Henry L El lsworth 

( OIA: 1833 . Kickapoo s . H. L. El ldworth , Com' r . ) 



Hon . Lewis Cafs 

Sec . War 

Si

Westport , Jackson County, 

, Aug . 27 , 1834 

W propose to publish a semi monthly periodical to be 

entitled the Indian Advocate , the charact er of which y ou 

will infer from a copy of the p r ospectus , wh ch i s here rith 

respectfully enclosed for your inf o rmation . 

It would be esteemed a reat favour i f our prefs could 

be located at the .publi c buildin s occup i ed he reto f ore by 

the U. States Sub Agent f or ·the Shawanees and vrhich, I sup -

p o se , will .be left uno ccup ied in cons equence of the di scon-

tinuance of the Sub agency 

The Agency buildings , and tho s e for the Sub a => ency and 

those f or the int erpreter , r e distinct from each o the r, 

within t he distance of half a mile , and f either of these 

establishments should not be neededby ove rnment , we should 

be thankful f or their use for the above ment ioned purpose , 

and we would hold ourselves in readinefs to quit them when-

ev er the y should be needed by t h e o v ernment . 

In subscribi ng my name to the inclosed prospectus as 

one afsociat ed ~ ith others in the desi ~ned pub licat on , I 

hav e not plac ed myself i n a situation to render it either 

imprac ti c able , or undesireable to serve the g overnment . If , 

therefo re I could find businefs , either in surveyin , or in 



some other --.department of Indian aff airs, it would be a great 

favour 

Most r espectfully 

Your Humble & 

Obt Serv~ 

Isaac M~Coy 

(OIA: 1834. Misc. Rev. Isaac McCoy.) 
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Sir : 

Little Rock . A. T . 

FebrY. 4tb. 1835 . 

I r egret to learn = and of which you doubtlefs have been 

apprized by Lt . Van Horne , = the sinking of the keel Boat, 

which contained, a s I rum inf ormed , the Creek and Quapaw 

presents , on frei ght f or destination . This proper ty was 

shipped in the Steam Boat Neosho , and was placed in the keel 

to lighten the steamer, ov er a s h oal . I have not yet received 

the particulars in relation to the los s , or damage of the 

Property . The p romptnefs , and measures - taken by Lt . Van 

Horne to s e cu r e the prope rty , are highly commenable, and I 

have g r eat h ope s that much of it , i f not all may be r e covered . 

I have directed Lt . Van Horne , so soon as the condition of 

the property is ascertaine d , to report the same to you . 

So soon as it is practicable to do so , I shall investi-

gate and report to you the c auses and circumstances conne cted 

with the disaster . 

I cover herewith Lt . Van Horne ' s statement of the cost 

of presents for the Quap aws , procured by h im . 

Genl . Gao . Gibson , 

CornY . Genl . of Subs -

Washington , D. C. 

Very Respectfully , 

Your Obt . Servt . 

J Brown Capt U. S . A. 

pr Dis Agt Ind Rem} 

(OI A: 1835 . Western Supt ' y (Emi gr . ) Capt . J . Brown . ) 



( Copy) Choctaw Agency April 25 , 1835 

To the 

vandering Indi ns s e t t l ed) 
' ) 

within the Choctaw nat ion) 

The unde rs i gned Ac ting Superint endentfor the Wes t -

ern Terri tory , in conformity wi th positive instructions f rom 

the Department , hereby gives notice to all the Indians who 

have l ocated themselves with in the country of othe r tribes , 

that they are by the Secretary if War , r equir ed to re t urn to 

their ovm country ; and they are i nformed that unless they 

do so, they wil l be conducted by the military to their home~~ 

and i n future , they wil l not be allowed t o hunt on t h e l ands 

of their neighbors . This course is in accordance with the 

obligations of the United States to a ll t he tribes , and at 

this particular time , the Cherokees , Choctaws and Creeks 

demand their removal . They say that Indi ans are hunt ing 

on their lands , cutting their timber , and destroying t he 

c ane and game ; contrary to their wishe s ; and in violat on 

o f the p l edge of the Government . Ther efore all Indians 

wi thin this Territory are required to remove from the l ands 

o f o ther tribes , in obedi ence to the spirit of t h s order 

Signed F •• Armstrong 

A. S. W. T. 

( OI A: 1835 . Western Supt 1 y . F . W. Armstrmn g . ) 



Sir: 

Little Rock . A. T . 

April 28~~ 183 5 . 

) 
) 
) 

I cover herewith f o r y ou r Examinati on and approval , 

an a ccount of the Captain and owners o f the Steamer Neosho , 

for expenses incurred in re c ov ering from the Boat sunk (used 

as a lightne r t o the afo resai d Steamer Ne osho) a large quan-

tity o f Indi an oods, including drying and otherwise preserv -

ing , and f o rwarding them to destination . 

The fir s t and se c ond Items on the accoun t are covered 

b y t he fre i ght Bi l l . The 3?, and 4}~ Items , being for re -

coveri n and takin care of the Goods , a s well as f or for-

wardin g them f r om White Oak , to destination , and supported 

by aff i davits as will be found annexed to the account . 

I a lso. cover copies of Do cuments Nos . l , to 8 , con-

n e ct ed wi th , and explaining more fully the nature o f the 

claim. From whi ch , and f rom the enquiries I have made , I 

a m satis f i ed that the transport e:rs ,have d one e v ery thing, 

t h at was p racticable f or them to do, f or the safe conveyanc e, 

p r e s e rvat i on and de livery of the prop ert y . 

It will be s een by the bill of Lading that t h e prope r ty 
18~ p r s . 

shipped = with the exception of 35 Blanket s has been delivered . 

These, i t is beli e v ed , hav e been deliv ered , but were not in-

eluded in the r e c e i p ts. That i s , t h o se Blanket s used as 

wrappers to the Bal e s, wer e no t tak en i nto the count , al -

though the Capt ain and Cle r k b oth say , that they were de -



l ive red ; and here allow me to enquire , whether the Blankets 

used as Wrappers on those bales , were charged in the - bill 

o f purchase. If they were , and are included in the count , 

then it is more than probable that all have b een de livered . 

I f they were not included in the bill of purchase , then it 
_]Ji~: _:g_~ ~ • 

is quite c ertain , that there is a deficiency of 35 Blankets . 

The 2~, Aud ' r . in his notice of the 7~~ o f Au ust last, 

says 11 That Ten Bales , containing 520 pairs of Blankets , had 

been forwarded , vi~ N.- Orleans . The v a lue of whi ch , I had 

been charged with , 11 &c ' It is important , therefore , that I 

should lmow , whether the Blankets used as wrappers were or 

we r e not included in the billof purchase . If they were , 

and a s such blankets have been delivered , the Tr ansporter 

will be enabled to get a rec e i pt for them . If they were 

n ot , he will then be enabled to make a ffidavit of their lofs . 

I will thank you to give the account and evidenc e s , an 

ear ly examination . The claimant s are v e ry urgent for their 

pay. 

I have the honor t o be , 

Genl. Geo . Gibson ) 

CornY Henl . of Subs . ) 

Washington, D. C. ) 

Your Obt . Servt . 

J Brown Capt . U. S . A. 

pr Dis Agt Ind Reml 

( OIA: 1835 . Western Supt ' y . ( Emigr . ) Capt . J . Brown . ) 
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NOTICE . 

All Indian traders do ing busine s s in the West e rn Ter r i -

tory, under licenses from Agents & Sub Agen t s , are he r eb y 

notified t h at they are exp r ess l y p roh i b i ted f rom t aking money 

fr om Indians and giving t h e ir due bil l s , f o r the same , in 

goods . I f an Indian has p eltry and a gre e s to s e llthe same 

for oods; and thi n k s prop e r t o t ake only a par t of the 

amount du e , from the trade r f or his s k i n s , a t the t i me , 

du e b ill s may very p r operly be g iven . But i n n o i ns t an c e 

where money is p aid , i s the t r ader author i zed t o give his 

du e bi l l ex p r e s s i n g t hat the s ame i s to be pai d in goods . 

Th e und ersi n ed has this day , l earned ·· i th regr et that 

i n s ome cases·, Ind i ans h a ve adv anc ed c a s h and r e c eived due 

b ills , e xpr essing t h at t he amount is to be paid i n goods . 

In c ases whe r e Indi ans p r e s en t Ban k Bil ls , and the chan e 

c annot b e made , the du e bills must ex p r ess upon i ts face , 

the same t o b e pai d i n c ash . 

Traders are ther efo r e noti f i ed that a Y alation o~ 

tll s r 0 rrulati on , will b e c onsider e d a r evocat ion o f the 

license gr ant ed , b y the under s i gn ed , and the offende rs or-

dered fort h wi t h out of the nation . 
" June 2 1 , 1835 . ( signed ) F . ? . Armst rong 

A. S , W. T . 

(OIA : 1835 . "e st ern Su pt ' y . F . W. Ar mstron . ) 



Gen~ wl]]. Clark 

S. Int. Ind ian Affairs 

St. Louis Mo. 

Sir , 

New Madrid Mifsouri 

July 4th 1835 

Doubtlefs, you have been addrefsed fr equently on 

the subject, o f theresidence of a few wan dering Indians, of 

differen~ Tribes, residing near this , in the , now, County 

of Stoddard in what i s calle d " Grand Prairie . 11 

The obj e ct of this communicat ion is to rep resent to you 

as the agent of the Government, the ir situation; a n d it is 

done at the e s pecial instanc e and requ e st of the Ind ians , 

and t1eir head man , a half breed Musko g ee 11 Chilitscau11
, who 

is a native of this vicinity, and is about 60 y e ars ofa e . 

My int e rcourse and lmowled e of thos e Ind i ans f or t h e 

last five years , enables me to speak advisedly o f them an d 

their ·situation. 

The Indians of whi ch I now speak of are , Delaware s , 

Shawnees, Seneca ' s , Piankenshaws & Cherokees The r e numb e r 

at this time is about 35 or 40 men , women & Children . Th ese 

Indians are now anxious to be removed to their s everal a n d 

respective Tribes , and look to you , as the means of their 

removal. 

These Indians are daily threatened by the Citizens of 
County 

Stoddard of being driven off, in r ather an uncooth and un-,. 



friendly manner , much to the p r ejudic e o f what little p roper -

ty & effects they p ofs efs. They have promised to go , so soon 

as they can hear from you , and on this o c casion have called 

u p on me (as they~' t hei r best fri end) as the org an , of 

calling your attention t o their pe culiar condition , at this 

moment; and thr ough me , they solicit an an swer , as s oon a s 

sha ll suit your co~venience . These Indians in the general, 

are poor and destitute , w th. n them se l ve s , o f the means of 

moving . They would like to emigrate at least b the first 

of September, should they be permitted to remain , by the 

Vhit e s thus long , which I have .no d oubt of , should they be 

afsured o f their , then , c ertain removal . 

Hav ing quit my former occupat ion here , towit , merchandiz-

ing , I ment ion this b e c ause I mi ght be susp ected of inter-

est ed motives , for writing and interposing in b ehalf of those 

I ndians . I disc l a i m al l such: I write , b e caus e I have be en 

select ed as their friend on this occasion , and do it to 

serve them i n their pres ent distrefsed condition: and i f 

I s hould succeede i n contri buting , through you , to their fu -

ture hapinefs and contentment , I shall be cont ent , that I 

hav e done only a duty r equ r ed at t he hands of all ood 

citizens. As I am a stranger to you , I r e fer you to the 

following entlemen of my acquaintances & fri ends , in St . 

Louis - viz. B. Allen Es q! Gen~ Ashley , Edw~ Bat e s Es q t Co ~ 

Ofallon, Geor e Colli e r Esq! Peter Powell & Joseph Powell . 

The head man of those Ind i ans , Chi lit e cau , is the 

decendant of a Vlhi t e .oman and a Muskoge e ; as born and 
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raised in this County - has intermarri ed wi th a Delaware 

squaw and has raised a Large family - he has b een inf ormed 

that in removing those Indians of the d ifferent Trib es , 

that he is not included and seems to think , no provision 

is made for h i m; I hav e advised him, as he i s conne cted with 

the Delawares , h i mself and family might properly be considered 

as belonging to the nation - and his removal would be pre -

pared for with the rest . But Chilitecau seems anxiou s to 

remain near here , and become a citizen provided he can be 

prote cted by the Laws of the Land . No doubt but that he is 

provided or will be p ro vided for , by the Go v ernment , to 

protect h im in his Citizenship by virtue of the Treaty, 

ceeding this country to the U. S . 

I f you are enabled t o give hi~ any satisfaction, on 

this head o f his subject , that he c an remain unmoles t ed as 

a citizen , he desires not to remove - other wise if your ad-

v i c e and instructions be for him to remove , he wi ll do as 

you direct . You will obli ge me , and more particularly my 

Indian fri end Chilite cau , by answering thi s part of my let -

ter conc erning him d i stinct from the others. 

In t h e mean time i f I c an render you any fe servi ce 

whatever , conc e rni ng those unfortunate Indians - I will 

c heerfully do so , and y ou can command them at any t i me . 

Most res pectfully your fri end & obt . Servt . Thoma s Mos el~y-jr 

( OIA:· 1835 _. St . Louis (Emigr . J Gen . Wm . Clark . ) 



Choctaw Agency July 25 , 1835 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

Commr of Indn Affairs 

Sir 

I have ~ound it necessary to the corre ct dis charge of 

~y duty as Actin Superint endent of this Territory to es-

tablish certain rul e s to be obs erv ed by t h ose to whom the 

regulations are app licab le . l also think it my duty to 

forward copies of th~ same , to the Department , fo r con-

firmation or disapproval . I n eed not enter into the i m-

p ortance of the several regulations , the cop ies will ex-

plain together with an extract from the talk he ld a t my 

Agency , ~ith a delegation of Cherokees . Thi s interview 

between the dele gation and myself , p roduc ed the note f rom 

the Council of Cherokee Chiefs , made a part of this re -

port , marked (A.) Up on the r e ception of which, 1 ussued 

the notice marked ( B,) wh ch has b een made a circular for 

this Territory. These papers , taken in connection with 

the original cause, to be found in the •extract' marked 

(C,) will put you in possession of the reasom for wh t I 

have done . The notice to Traders marked (D . ) has been in 

full force in the Ghoctaw Nation , from the time of my ar -

rival west ; and it has been made a circular for the ·?estern 

Territory. The notice to all licensed Traders on the sub -

ject of due bills , marked (E.) you will perceive, is to 

correct an abuse only ascertained at the time stated in 
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the notice . The re gulations governin 0 the Blac ksmiths , 

marked ( F . ) has been in operation, from the time the shop s 

were established in this nation, is also made a circular . 

lt is gratifying to be abl e to assure you that the 

bes t r esults have arisen, by carryi ng into effect , the sev -

eral regulat ions , which have been formed from actual observ-

ation - unconne~ ed with any theory in the intercourse amon 

the tribe s in question . 

Before closin this communication , i feel it, a duty 

incumb ent on me to advise the Department in time ; and i n -

deed before any c ase has occured , o f wha t I consider a mos t 

important regulation . While I am fr ee to adm t that we have 

many gentlemen of 

among t he Indians . 

ood character doing business as traders 

~til l we know that what s the ir inter-

est , is not often the int e r es t of the Indians , nor doed 

their interest conform to the p olicy of the Gov e rnment . 1 

therefore propo se for the conside ration of the Department , 

the propriety of granting li c ense to traders to do business, 

only at one place; and not permit , by any me ns , any one 

having a trad ing house ; and doing business in one nat on , 

to open a branch in any other; ~ need not caution the De -

partment against tradin influence, t is their interest 

to get i t amon the Indians; and as far as they are con-

cerned it is right , without such influence , they can do 

but little ; and the r efore ; I do not blame them, st 11 t 

is the duty of the Goverrunent to keep the controling in-



f'luenc e ov er the Indians ; and the only way t o d o so , i s t o 

prev ent monopoli e s ; a nd l et as many Strang ers , a s will en-

sur e a fair c 6mpe tition, c ome i n to trade , consult i ng the 

poli cy of the Gov ernment as ell s the int e r est o f the In-

di ans , in :bhe ir l o c ation , for whi ch the l aw amply p rovi de s . 

These sugge s tions a r e made in consequen ce of a disp osition 

among t he e st ab l ished traders to b ran ch among the d iffe r ent 

tribe s , Some of them a r e gett ing a ~ood deal of c ap tal 

fro m the business heretofore done amon the Indians . An ad-

dition al r easo n for layin ) this mat te r before y ou , might not 

b e cons i de r ed sufficient grounds to r efuse trad i n licens e , 

unles s i t is made the policy o f t he Govt . wh ich I think is 

ex t reme l y i mportant - An early rep ly to this s most r espect -

fully as ked fo r 

I have the hoho r to be 

Your Obt Servt 

F . W. Ar mstrong 

A. S . W. T 

( OIA: 1835 . ~es t ern Tupt ' y . F. W. Arms t rong . ) 



Sir , 

Sup erintendY of Ind Affairs , 

St . Louis , August 5 , 1835 . 

I have the honor to enclose h e rewith , f or your con-

sideration , a lette r under date of 4th of Ju l y , from 

Thomas oseley , jr . Esq . a g entleman , as I am i nformed 

o f hi gh r e s pectability , on the subj e ct o f t he r emoval 

from nean New Madrid , to the lands of their respe ctive 

t ribes , of certaih Indians in that ne i ghborhoo d . 

Gen . Geo . Gibson , 

Respe ctfully 

Your ob . Svt . 

wm Clark 

Commifsary Gen~ of Subsistenc e 

vas hin ton 

( OIA: 1835 . St . Louis ( Emigr . J Gen . Wm. Clark . ) 
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Regulations 

For the government of Public Blacksmiths employed under 

the United States , in the We stern Te r r itory . 

1~~ The Smith is required to work f or the people of his 

district in such a way as to d ivide his labor as equal 

as p ossible among the people . In all cas es where in-

dividuals live at a g r eat dist ance , that work should be 

done before those who r es i de near the shops , who have an 

opp ortunity daily , of gett i n _ their work done . 

2~g-Persons who have a great deal of wo r k done must give way 

to thos e who hav e but lit tle done , should they mee t at 

the shop t o e t he r 

3. - -Farming work is to hav e a preference over all other 

kinds . 

4th.- No work will be done for any other person except the 

Indians unless in c ase s of neces s ity , where a tr aveller 

is in distress , he may be relieved , provided he finds 

his own iron , the payment fo r which must be app l e d by 

the Smith to the purchase of such fine gunsmith tools , 

as is important to the Ind i ans , in gett i n their guns 

repaired . Thi s cours e is taken , because a set of Bl a c -

smith tools is no t conside r ed as havin any thin to 

do with such as is necessary in r epairing guns , in this 

way the Indians will have the benefit of havin their 

guns repaired ; & these perquisit e s will enable the Smith 

procure such fine tools as allud ed to . 
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5th.- The Smith is not allowed to cultivat e the soil beyond 

a garden for vegetables; and is prohibited from keep -

ing stock of any kind, beyond what is really neces -

sary for the immedi ate & daily use of his f amily . 

6th.- The Shops are to be clos ed on the Sabath . 

(Si gned) F . • Armstrong 

A S . W. T. 

(OIA: 1835. Vestern Supt 1 y . F . W. Armstrong . J 
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Near Crows Ferry Lou. March 11~~ 1836 . 

To the Pr esident o f the Unit ed Stat es, 

Dear Sir: 

rr•he undersi p;n ed bein,-, personally lm.own to you, 

t ake this hurried opportunity Ihile upon our vay to Texas , 

to wri te you , that you s tho head of the Army of the Un i t ed 

St ates may hav e such inf o r1 ation therein as we h ve co me · 

this moment in pofsefsion of , it i s this -

A M!: m - Palmer , a gent l eman who we l ea n to be of 

truth , livin ~ in tho vic inity of Fort J esup in.f ormed us that 

a blank commifsion came on a fovr days since f ro m·Genl . San ta 

Anna , to a citi zen of the Unit ed St ates of that nei ~hbour -

hood authorizin, him t o p ro ceed to the Indi ans up Red Ri ver 

and stir them up to attac the u ppe r se tt l ements of Texas -

that soon after this a paniard arrived at the hous e o hi 

i ndividual from the int erior and they went off it is sup-

posed to effect Genl . , ant a Anna 1 s vi eus . 

Such as i t may b e cono you dut y to act in this matter 

1 s best kl10\7n t o yours elf . 

Permit us to subscribe ourselves mos t respe ct fully 

y our obdt . humble Servants . Th : J ef : Groen . 

( OIA: 1-:~i s c. ile . Vl"ashl --~t on . 4/1 1 , 1836 . ) 



Hont L. ·Cafs 

SecY of War. 

Sir, 

Washington City 

March 14!; 1836. 

In obedience to Your wishes I h av e the h0nor to 

submit the fol.lowing as my view of the subject presented to 

You by M; Austin J~ Raines in his communication of the 11th 

inst: - I fully a gree with that Gentleman in the beneficial 

r e sults that would arise ' from, and the v e r y favourable i m-

prefsion i t would make upon the Camanchie and othe r roving 

bands of Ind ians on our South West border , to have a depu -

tation of thier Chiefs visit the Seat of Goverment & travel 

through the interior of our country, but I differ entirely 

from that Gentleman a s to the Manne r o f getting a deputat on 

of Chiefs to visit this place , The r e c annot be a doubt in 

the Mind of aBy any disinteres t ed man at all conversant 

with Indian Matters as they now Stand in the South West , 

that if it is the wish of the Department o h a e Some of the 

Chiefs of the Roving band vi s i t the seat o f Goverment , that 

instruct ions should be g iven to the officer Commanding on 

that fronti e r to take su ch steps to effect the ob j e ct as t o 

him mi ght seem fit , I afsure You it ill then e a ccom-

plished in l efs time , & at lefs ex pen se , t han by the em-

ployment of a Spe cial ~ ent f or the purpose , there is n ot, 

& will not be any difficulty whatever in effectin the ob-

63 



I 

ject , no intercourse was held with those roving bands pre -

vious to the Dragoon expiditioh in that quarter in 1834 , 

when they very r eadily sent in a deputation to Fort Gib s on 

upon being asked t o d o so , at the treaty h e l d by Gov . St okes 

and Gent Arbuckle in August l ast with those Indians , at Camp 

Holmes in the Grand prairie West of the crofs t i mbers, they 

exprefsed the gr eatest desire to be permi t ted t o visit the 

President of the United Stat e s , & Stat ed they would at al l 

times be in readinefs to ~orne into Fort Gibson , preparitor y 

to thier visit to Washington , whenever they should be no -

tified that it wa s the wish o f the Prem dent they s hould 

do so, Nor can I a gr ee with M~ Raines that it is "idle to 

send an armed f orce on those p rairies to e f fe c t an object 

o f this nature, 11 the r esult of the expidi tion of the Dragoons 

from Fort Gibson in 1834 & 5. prov es the error of that Gen -

tlemans opinions, for thier obj e c t (& it was one " o f this 

Nature 11
) was most fully accomp li shed in bo t h inst ances , & 

has left those people , in my· opinion , ve r y fri endly & well 

disposed toward s us . - Mr Raine s speaks of those Indians 

having "torn up t he Treaty made by the Commifsioners on the 

part o f the Goverment & said they had no treaty with us & 

those that contra ct ed , had no right to enter into any sum 

treaty" , h e c ertainly must be misinformed on that subject , 

for a large numbe r of t he various bands of r oving Indians 

was afsembled at Camp Holme s & the treaty was ente r ed into 

& signed by thier ac~_owled_ged Chiefs , I v1 as present & 



know the fact, it is not probable they would in a few weeks 

afterwards tear up the paper & deny having made a treaty, 

particularly when they gave up Nothing by this treaty , it 

being one entirely of amity & friendship entered into by 

themselves, the whites, & the Red people under the immediate 

protection of our Goverment, i t is well lrnown how mu ch im-

portance Indians attach to a written paper & how car efully 

they preserve it, they produced to me last summer a l•ttle 

slip o f writing g iven them the Year previous by Col: Dodge . 
copy of the 

If those people have torn u p theAtreaty that was given them , 

I am well convinced in my own mind that they have been in-

stigated to the act by some white man who has his own views 

to answer by it, that thos e people commit de predations u p -

on the Texians , is altogether probable, for it was ful l y 

explained to them by the Connnifsione rs last Summer that the 

Texians we r e not subject to , o r unde r the control of our 

goverment . 

I have the honor to be 

To the 

Honl L. Cafs 

SecY of War . 

Sir 

Respectfully 

Yr Obt Sert 

R. B. Mason 

Majr . Drag 

(OIA: Misc . File . Washington . 3 /14, 1836. Major R. B. Mas on . ) 
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Bro,~s Hot e l J ashin~ton Mch 21/36 . 

Ron Lewis Cass . 

1 shall go to Saint Louis ,1o . this vreek as my affairs 

are such I c annot r emain h e r e any longer -

It would ive me p l e asur e t o brin~ the Comanche I n-

d i ans to our Country but some t h i ng must i mmedi a t e ly b e d one 

in order t o effe c t that obje c t t h is y ear 

They b r e a k u p wi nt e r quarters about ]ay aft e r rna in 

t heir Robes &~ - They then o out on diffe r en t r r part i e s 

and d o not r etur n a a i n u n til l t e in the fa l l when i t 

~ ould b e d i f f icult t o indu c e them t o tra v e l in the wint e r 

A person l eaving here now fi!Ould not b e able to reach 

t heir count ry unt i l May - I t w u ld prev ent (in my opini on ) 

much b l o od fr om bein spilt vith the Americ an popul tion 

i n 1ex as - I ask but the sanction of ovment and five Men 

to effe c t this objec t -

n d I wil l st ke my r eputation that I effect v1hat I 

p rop o s e s atisfac torly to vmt . -

~ill y ou wri te t o me 

You r Mo s t obt ~e v ant 

Aust i n J Rai re "' 

{OIA : Misc . File . ashin t on . 3 / 2 1 , 1836 . Raines , A. J . ) 



Was hington D. C. Ap ril 8 . 1836 

Hon Lewis Ca ss 

By t hi s mor n i n s mail I r e c e i v e d a l e t te r f r om Fort 

Smith A. T . ( an d f rom Mr Co f f ee ' s partner , i nfo rming me th .t 

t he Comanche I n d i ans had murde r e d Capt Co f f ee an d f ive o f 

hi s men - Coff ee h a s a tradin~ h ou se about 200 mil e s fr om 

Ft. Gi b son on Red Ri v e r , Yithin tho boundary~ the U. S . -

He ~as b old en t e r pri z ing , int e l l i en t and industrio s , an d 

no me an chara c t e r 

I n n f ormer Communi c ation to y ou about the s e I n d i ans , 

I ex p r efs ed a b e li e f t hat they had from t i me to t i me mur -

dered f i ft y of our peop l e - They hav e 0 i r kill ed more than 

on e hu ndr ed of ou r people - and yet ou r gove r nment l ooks on 

wi th comp l ai c ency ( a s though ou r b l ood was of no mo r e v alue 

t han wat e r, at the d ep r edat i ng a n d mu rde rous a cts of' the e 

Ind i ans -

~espy 

A J Raine s 

(OIA: Mi s c. File . ashin ton . 3 / l, 1836 . Raine s , A. J . ) 
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Sir , 

Adj . Gens off ice ~ 

Wa sh i n t on Ap . 11 , 1836 . 

I he r ewith enclos e my l ett e r o f ins t r u c ti ons t o Ma j or 

Gen e r a l Gaine s , and a l s o, one f rom T . Gr een Bsq . t o the 

President , r e l ative t o I n dian Affairs on the Loui s i an a 

fronti e r . I t i s t he d e s i r e of t he Se c r e t a ry at War , t hat 

y our A ent s in tha t qu a r ter , b e i n f o r med of the p roj e c t , 

a s s e t f ort h i n t he e n c los ed l etters , a n d , t ha t they b e 

d i r e cted to make e v e r y p ro per effo r t t o d is cov er & det e c t 

t he u n justi f i able p r oceeding s r eported t o be in p o r ess , 

a n d r e por t the s rune i mmediat e l y t o t he proper autho r i t y . 

E . Her · i n Es q 

Commiss ion er of 

I n di an Af fairs . 

(OI~ : Mi s c . F i l e . 

I am , Si r 

Very r o sp ' y 

t Your ob t . Sor . 

R- J one s 

Ad j . Gen . 

fas hin0 ton . 4/ 11 , 183 6 . ) 
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Adj Gen ' s Offi ce 

Washington , Ap . 11 , 183 6 . 

Sir , 

I enc l os e herewith by dire c tion df t he Se cre t a r y of 

War, a ·copy of the l ett e r · a ddress ed t o t he Pr e si dent , by 

Thos . J . Gr een Bs q , dat ed , Cron ' s Fe r r y , Louisi n a , M r ch 

11, co.mmuni c at in £~ c ert a in int elli gen c e , tou ch i n (T the a l -

l eged int e r ference of the Mexi can Government , \'l i th the 

I ndians up Red river , to which your att ontion i speci al l 

direc ted . The Pr e sident desires , that y ou t a e a ll l avfu l 

measures , to a rrest any pe rson , v/h o , unde r the Or de r of the 

Mexican uth or itie s , may b e en ga ed in e xc i tinr~ t h e Incl.i ns 

to v1ar ; and , that ev e r y p roper effort b e us ed to di s cov e , 

and die t e c t such unjust~fi ab le proj e ct , · i f any b e att emot ed , 

. and ,. tnat , in maintaining our .neutr -lity on tho Sou t h Jest-
. . 

ern frontier of . Louisi ana , in . t ho quarte r you have b een a l -

r eady assigned. ·t o dut y , under t ho in t ru c t ions of t he Sec-

.r e t ar y of 11/a r , h er e to f or e cornmunic t ed to you , t h at you em-

p loy , i f necessary , t he f or ce \."Jhich h a b een pla c ed t y our 

Command . 

Tho l etter . f r om Mr G~ e en to the President , wa f o wa ded 

by Co lonel Many , unde r cov er to t he Adjut ant· Gen eral . 

Ma jor General 

E P. Gaines . 

· or 

I .am, Sir , 

ith re~t· r e spe ~t, 

Your obt Sert 

(Si gned) R. Jones Adj . Gon . 

Connnandin~ Officers of the ':[l roo ps of Lfl . Fort J esup , La . 

(OIA: Misc . File . ~ashin ,ton , 4/ 11 , 1836 ~ ) 



( OIA: western Supt 'J' File A 120-121-209. washington. A-120.) 7 0· 

Fort Gibson JanY. 24. 1837. 

General. Understanding the Governments are extremely desir-

ous, to bring the K~away and other tribe~ of the prairie in-

dians, to a good understanding with them, and that as the several 

attempts made to etfect that object, are said, not to have been 

entirely satisfactory - I have thought it might be deemed not 

improper to state; that during the long indulgence the Gove~­

menta have pleased so kindly to favour me with, I must certain-

ly have been extremely dull, not to have acquired experience 

and information, which could now greatly contribute towards 

carrying into effect their present wishes. As an officer ot 

the Army, I must contesa, it would be a source of mortifica -

tion to find the Government looking elsewhere for agents 

in this business - I am at all times ready to circulate 

through any part of the country between this and the Oc~an 

with 10 enlisted men - • give me men of my ~ company. -

with a riding and pack horae each - which number is suf-

ficient to visit &nJ' tribe, tor the purpose of calling it to 

a conterence &c &c, &c- Yet it the object of the expedition 

extended to forming of treaties &o &o - (The new organiza-

tion proposes 100 men to each company) this it ia true would 

not make a great show; but in my opinion be sufficient tor 

perteot aatety - and furnished with 50 pack horses would 

enable one to carry, provision, baggage and presents in-

tended for the Indians. - There are now about 50 condemned 

horses at this post, these are plenty good enough tor my 

purpose. The tact that the s~ass thla aide ot the Cross 
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Timbers is very ditterent from that beyond, and to reach 

this post the Indians would have to travel 100 miles with-

out butfaloe, will at once explain their reluctance, to 

oome here in willagea, and for the Chiefs to trust them-

selves into the hands of a few strangers, such a distance 

from their own people, is not much in tone with the sus-

picious c~racter ot Indian Chiefs - Meet them upon their 

own ground, and make your treaties there, visit them fre-

quentl7, & gain their confidence. - This once accomplished, 

there would be no length to which they would not go, nor 

advice they would not adopt. 

Whatever business is transacted with these people it 

must be done by the 15 June - because at that time - villages 

divide themselves into small bands and scatter all over the 

prairies. 

As Senior otticer,are frequently unacquainted with the 

true manner or travelling and feeding themselves and horses 

- it has generall7 terminated in great mortality among the 

troops & the loss of many horses - I would therefore desi r e 

the management ot the whole mrself, & believe I would give 

full satisfaction. 

Since my return trom the Rocky Mts., I find a new arm 

has been adopted and given to the Dragoons ·upon examination 

ot tt, I am confident it would be a first rate arm for Prairie 

or distant expedition It is light, shoots olose, quickly 

loaded and in the ba7onet is complete for ottence and de-

fence. Whereaa the Musket, ahoots wild, Bayonet & scabbard 
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are easily lost, and the box, flapping at the side· is always 

in the way. - & were it possible for me to have my company 

armed with the carbine, permitted to use the late Light In-

fantr.y de-oe, and kept ranging upon prairie service, I should 

indeed feel like being of some service -

Before I went to the Mountains Light Company B. was 

mine - it bas been taken from me and given to another. - and 

my own name put to a battallion company. -

1· Commanches, range the prairies, and divide 

themselves into two people, 1~~ the Com-

manche of the Woods. about 2700 Warriors 

2~ Commanehes of the Prairies or 

Yam-pa-~1-coea -

2. Ki-a-ways, range the Prairies - -

3 Ar-re-pe-hoes, a few runaways from 

their tribe -

4. Tow-wag-o-ni.es} live together 50 miles 
·} 

tl 

" 

" 
) ., 

5 Wai-ooes ) west ot the Cross Timbers,) 
) ) 
) upon Red River. ) 

6 Witch-a-taws } live together 1?~ Miles ) 
) ) 

2700 

1500 

100 

200 

" 
" 

" 

" 

Tow-we-ash. ) West of the Cross Timbers) lOOO.Warriors 
) ) 
) upon Red River, } 

These are they who burnt 

the Rall6er 

In the ~ope the few above remarks, may meet with your 

approbation. -

To 

I have the Honor to be General, 

Most respeotrully 

Brig. General - Roger Jones 

Adjutant General U.S.Army 
Washington C1.t7 

Your Mo Obd~ Srt. 

B L E Bonneville 
Capt • .,, • lnt'y. 
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Hon. 

Sir . 

Arsenal, Pittsburg. Pa . 

pril 2 2 . 1 837. 

J. R. Poinsett. 

Secretary of 7a r 

.ashington 

Tv1o years ago , I was inf o rmed by a gentl eman , who trad e d 
X 

on the Arkansas , t hat a p is to l v i ch b e longe d to my f a t her 

(the late Ge n . R. B, who f e ll at St . Clair ' s de feat 4!_ · 

November 1791 . ) w~s in the hand s of an I nd i an a t ort mith , 

Arkansas; I hav e us ed e very effo r t to obt a in i t , but i n 

vain: if not out of t he line of your u ty , may I ask t h e 

favour of your instr ucting the Agent at ort mith to ob -

tain (if it c an be done ~ithout inconvenienc~ to h i m c ha rg-

ing a nd d r awi n J on me, fo r a ny expens e s incurred . - Su c h 

r elics , al thou h of no intrinsic value , are t o me i nestim-

abl e . It i s a singul e r f a ct that t he i nc i nnat i Eagle 

( badge ) ~a s received from an Ind i a n a t De t r oit (14 y e a rs 

and the d i p loma o f t he socie ty , 40 yea rs a f ter h s d e ath , 

on the frontier of I h d ian a , 

Your ob! Se rvt 

J me s R. Butler . 

( over ) 

x The Pistol will be kno~ by t he name of Gen . R. B, 

it being engraved on a silver cap on the butt: a s he as 

l e ft mortally ~ounded on the field, at his request a 
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pistol was placed in his hands , to res i s t any outrage on 

his person, as long as he was able to de f end himself . 

(CIA: este r n Supt'y Fi +e . Off i ce, 3/14 , 1737 ( sic) 
Harris, . A., Comr . Eve r y measure within power of this 
Office shall be t aken, et c . ) 
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Copy. 

'far Department . 

Office I ndian ffairs 

~ a y 12 • 183 7 • 

ir. 

Your l etter of February sth requesting to be furnished 

with the reasons that induced the removal of r Roll ins from 

the Creek country , es t of the Missifsippi , wa s du y rece ved . 

Sever a l communications \vere received from \~ r McCoy on the same 

sub j ect during his visit to this city . During the sefsion of 

Congrefs it va s impracticable to look into this matter with 

care; and since its adjournment, other concerns , of more 

prefsing importance , have demanded attent on . 

The petit on of the Chiefs, transmitted through Gen . 

Arbuckle imputed to a Mifsionary in their country a crime , 

wh h ca led for his irmnediate expulsion . As a natui'a con-
(al_ J 

sequence, the feeling of disaffection towardsAthe tlifsionar-

i es was excited in the minds of the Indi ans . 

the extent and degree of this f eeling , apt . Arms t rong , the 

Ac t ng Supe rintendent of the estern Territory , advised 

them all to i thdraw . In appro ing this advice , it ' las by 

no means my intent ion to countenanc an idea , that all means 

and efforts to improve the I ndians would be abandoned , or 

that the residence of teachers and Missionari e s a~ong them 

would be pro~ibited . But it se emed obvious that but li ttle 

good, if any , could be accomplished , ¥hi le t e f e lings of 

the Indians were unchanged . Desirous that the stipulations 



for the benefit of t he Indi ans shall be carr ied out to their 

full extent , as soon as circumstances will permit, I have 

thts day addrefsed a letter to Capt. Armstl~ong , on this sub-

ject, of which I enclose a copy , and which I trust w 11 be 

satisfactory to you and you afsociates . I would suggest , 

however , vhether your Board would not act wisely in sending 

other gentlemen in the place of those remove d , as the feel -

ing , whatever it may be, would b.e lefs likely to obstruct 

their quiet settlement an u seful labors . 

Very respectfully 

Your ~o : Obed~ ervt 

(Signed . ) . A. Harris . 

Connn fs oner . 

Rev . 

Lucius Bolles . 

Boston, 

.1afs. 

(OIA: es tern Supt ' y File . Office , 3/14, 1737 ( ic.) 
Harris , C. A. Comr . l very measure ~ ithin po Ner of th s 
Office shall be taken, etc .) 



Little Rock. Ark . 

May 14 1837. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to r eport my return to this place , 

from New Orleans, with funds to meet the first payment for 

subsistence, furnished the Creek emigrants, under the late 

contract - and acknowledge the reception of your communi -

cations of the 30th Mach - 1~~ 3:~ 18~~ & 21~~ of April . 

The remittance of 5954$ on account of the Reml Sube 

of the Choctaws, has been received - and will be disbursed 

as directed in your communication of Apl 1~~ 

Copy of Contract for delivering 200 , 000 Rations of 

Subsistence, at this place, on account of the Removal of 

the Chickasaws , has been received , from Lieut Searight . 

Measures have been taken, to inspect, and secure, those · 

rations, both here and at Fort Coffee ; in conformity to 

your instr uctions, of April 3~ By an arrival this day, 

I am informed (unofficially) that three Steam-boats, laden 

with these Rations are now in this River . 

No information has yet been recived at this office, 

in relation to the removal of the Seminoles or any other 

tribe of Indians. The remisness of the agent charged with 

the Removal of Indians , to give timely notice of their 

movements, to the proper officers, West, cannot but prove 

injurious to the Service - Taking into view every circumstance, 

relating to the Reml of the Seminoles, and other Inds. I 

have thought it advisable to establish a small depot at 



this plaoe - and in twent y days from this date , I shall 

have 20.000 Rations of Subs ist ence ready for d elivery . 

Mr Mackey, the late contractor for supplying the 

Creeks, has presented fo r payment , provision checks, 

amounting to about 150. 000 Rat i ons - I have declined mak-

ing any furthe r payments for issues under that contract , 

until instruct ed t o do so - and I respectfully request 

your deoission upon this case . 

There were about 4000 Creek Indians , encamped at 

Mobile point, on the 3!~ of this month , awaiting the re-

turn of their warr i ors fr om Fl orida . The par ty of hostile 

Creeks who we r e ranging in the vicinity of Pensa cola - had 

come i n , and are with the others at the point - Th is pa rty 

consist ed of between 60 and 80 . 

The Arkansas River i s extremely low at thi s time -

The lighte~draugt Steamers cannot proceed higher than this 

place - Prepar ations wi ll be made to t ransport the Semin-

oles, (should any a r rive ) by land from this point . 

c. A. Harris, Esq. 

Comr of Ind Affrs 

Washington Gity. 

very respectfully 

I have the honor to be, 

Your Obt s vt . 

R. D C Collins 

Cap pr . Dis. Ag . In Dp 

(OIA: Western Supt'y ( Emigr .) Fi le 0260-275-300 . Li ttle 
Rock. 1837. C-260.) 
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(Co~) 

Fort Gibson 

May 229d 1837 • 

Sir 

The expretses I alluded to in my report to you of the 

gth A~ril had all returned a tew days prior to my leaving Camp 

Mason. One of them Cu sa rooka a brave of the Witohitaws had 

been to the Wooo Villages. and reported to me that he lett 

there a Medican Ott~cer~ who was making etf~rts to persuade 

the Wocoa to join them in their present war. it was his op-

inion that a part of them w~uld do so, Jack Ivey halt-

breed mullatto ot Whom I have before made mention. arri•ed 

about the same time rrom the Camenohea, he informed me, 

that those Indians were divided into two parties. the one 

friendly to our citizens, and the other 1nveterabl7 hostile. 

it was his opinion that they had been instigated to it by 

the Spaniards, and no doubt they would join them, The 

Principal Chief ot the friendly party told him that be 

should endeavour to pao1t7 the other party. and . that he was 

in hopes to a~oompliah his design, that they wished to go 

to Camp Mason, in the tall tor th~ purpose of meeting the 

d1rterent trlbea of Indiana there, and also he requested 

that a general invitation would be given tor the different 

tribes to meet there ln october, and have a General Council 

tor the purpose ot adjusting their difficulties, he aa1d 

that his people were willing to give every sat1staot1on, 

tor any depredation they had oolll1litted, and as the,- had 

rece1Yed much lnjurJ from the Pawnee Mahaws. Deliwars. and 

I 
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other tribes, the7 expected at the same time to receive some 

recompense trom them, he represented that unlets the Gov-

ernment lent its aide to the desired meeting, there would 

be much d1t1oulty among the Indians in the Pra1~1e next 

7ear, but it the meeting waa accomplished all difficulties 

could be settled and a permanant pea~e established, A war 

party ot Oamanches had just returned. who brought in three 

white women and children prisoners. Ivey called at Woco 

Village and purchas~d ~ white woman and her child, a girl 

ot about. two 7eara old, and her brother a youth, who were 

taken prisoners in Texas last March by the Wooos. and Towa-

ash, and have remained among them ever ainoe, the woman has 

a daughter a~d a brother still prisoners, the former with 

the Towa ash, and the latter with the Wocos. they were taken 

at the same timr with heraelt, in consequence o~ having no 

horses. Ivey was obliged to leave the Women and Children at 

Metsra Cotteets & C9 Trading House on Walnut Bayou. under the 

protection of a party ot _Wichitaws who promised to take care 

ot them until his return, He further reports that last March 

a Deleware named Jonathan who resides in thw Shawnee town 

near the Sineoas in companJ with a coloured Deleware man 

named Jack, who resides at the Sugar loat on Porto pataed 

Cotteea. with about Sixtr head ot C•manchee horses which 

be knows to haYe been stolen bJ them. Jonas Shaw a Deleware 

1ntoraed •e that he saw the same men about eight miles tram 

th1a plaoe on the 2&th ot last month. they had the horses 

at tbat tlae. and bad undoubtedlJ stolen them, complaints 

l~ o·· 
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have almost daily been made to me ot the predatory incursions 

of the Pawnee Mahaws, upon almost all the different tribes, 

The Kioways say that one .of their Principal Chiers was de-

sirous to accompany them, but in consequince ot having all 

his horses stolen by the Fawniea Mahaws he was prevented 

On the a~h inat I left Camp Mason with a delegation of 

24 of the Principal Chiefs and Headmen or the Kioway 7. Ka 

ta.oos and 2 Witcbitawa tor the purpose ot meeting the com-

mits1oners at Port Gibson to make a treaty or peace and friend-

ship. On my rout from Camp Mason to this place nothing of im-

portance transpired. I reached this post Fort Gibson on the 

18th Ina~ 

After I left Camp Mason. with the dellgation. the 

Principal Chief of the "To wo cor roe" arrived there with a 

eleven of his people, they followed and arrived here on the 

20th tor the same purpose _ and intentions as the Kioways 

I hope 70u w~ll recommend to the Government to take 

some measures to insure peace and tranquility to the Indians 

of our western Frontier, and especially an attendance to the 

request of the C•manohea to have a meeting at Camp Mason next 

tall, 

I aa Sir 

'lo Capt. w Armstrong 

Sup. Indian Affairs West 

Very Respectful~r 

Your Obt. serv~ 

(Signed) P. L. Chouteau 

U s. s. In~ Ag~ for Osages 

(Oil: Weatern Supt'7 Pile A 183. Choctaw Ageno7. 1837.) 



c A Harris Eaqr 

Sir 

Choctaw Agency 

2avh May 183? 

I have the h6nor to enclose you the report ot 
~ 

Majf P. L. Choteau who arrived at Gibsom some tew days 

since with a party ot Kioways, Towa ash and Witchitaw In-

dians, The goods lett by the late Commitsioners were dis-

tributed to them. and a treaty of ~mity and friendship 

signed by co! H. P. Choteau and Gov Stokes with these 

tribes. There were _a consider~ble number ot Osages. and 

Creeks present: Cof Choteau has agreed to meet the Wild 

tribes near Camp Mason about the first of October and those 

that were in will give the news to the different Prairie 

tribes, when it 1a expected the meeting will be quite large, 

it is about two hundr~d and fifty miles from here to the 

expected place ot meeting, and I have promised Cb! Choteau 

to attend it poaible, whi~h I ~ope to be .able to do, In 

the lite time of my late predicetaor Maj~ F w. Armstrong he 

recommended that a small number trom the principal Wild 

Tribes should be taken on to some of the populous Cities 

of the United States, that this would show them more cJear-

ly than any other mode the t~ngth of the United States 

I have no doubt, tor at the meeting at Gibson they be-

lieved that they were shown the great strength of the 

United States, and expretsed themselves that the number 

ot White• (or pale taoea) were tew compaired to the Indians 



col- A. P Choteau will not set out foz- the prairie, 

until Septe~ber every afsiatanoe will be given him th-t is 

in l'lf1 power. 

Reapeot.fully 

Yr. Obt. Se:rv~ 

wm Annstrong 

Act. Supt. Weat~ TerY· 

(OIA: western Supt 11 File A 183. Choctaw Agency. 1837.) 
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Fort Gibson, May 30~h 1837 . 

The Hon. 

J. R. Poinsett. Sec r etary of War . 

Sir 

I am much gratifi ed that the Government of the Uni ted 

States has at last, se em the propriety of employing Col . 

August P. Chouteau, in Indian Affairs. He certainly is 

better acquainted with the s ituation of Indian Tribes , 

and of Indian manners, habit s and dispositions , than any 

man West of the Mifs1fsippi River; and in letters as far 

back as July and August 1833, I , as one of the Commif-

sioners of Indian Affa irs, West , urged the necefsity of giving 

to Col. Chouteau, the same po wer that had been given to the 

Commifsioners. - Had Govr Cafs then complied with my recom-

mendation, the Indians having i ntercourse with the United 

States (especially those residing South and West of the 

Mifsouri Riv er) would have been i n a much better condi-

tion and more contented and f r i endly than they now are . 

- From a strange pervers i ty of f eeling somewhere, Col . 

Chouteau's claims to official authority and employment 

were overlooked, and two Commifsioners cont inued in of-

fice here, who knew nothing about Indian Affa i rs , and 

whose chief aim appeared to be to counteract the pl ans 

and exertions formed to ameliorate the condition of t he 

Indians, as recommended by Col . Chout eau, and approved b y 

myself'. You will pardon me for the liberty I have taken 

in making this statement; and suffer me to congratulate you 

on having obtained the services of a gentleman t he best 
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qualified of all others, West of the Mifsifsippi ,·to do 

justice between the United States and the various Nations 

and Tribes of Indians in any manner connected with the 

Government. 

I obser ve in your letter of appointment and instruc-

tion to Col. Chouteau, that he is empowered to enter into 

conventions or Treaties of Peace and friendship between the 

United States, and the Indians of the great Western Prairia; 

and between them and the Indians under the protection of the 

United States. - In consequence of this authority, and in 

the absence of Genl M. Arbuckle, who was afsociated with me 

in a Commifsion to Treat with these Prairie Indians, I have 

availed myself of the Official Services of Col. Chouteau, 

and on the 26~h Instant we concluded a Treaty of Peace and 

friendship with the Chiefs , Head men and Warriors of the 

Kioway Nation of Indi ans, who came to Fort Gibson for this 

. purpose. These are the only Indi ans of the great Prairie 

with whom we had no Treaty; and who were likely to disturb 

either the white Traders or the friendly Indians . 

This Treaty has been made upon the same terms as 

the Treaty of August, 1835, with Camanches and Witcheta •s . 

The particulars of the Treaty, with the accounts, shall be 

sent on as soon as prepared. 

I would beg liberty to state that unfounded Reports, 

have (by some means) be en made to the War Depar tment, as 

appears from your instructions to Col. Chouteau, relative 

to murders and depredations committed (as it is alledged) 



by the Camanche's and thei r afsociated Band s . - The man Mar-

shall, a Trader, said to have been kil led, i s alive and i n 

this Country: And Deputations from al l of the Principal 

Bands of Osages, were here at the Treaty a few days pa s t : -

No Osage woman has been either ki l led or Captured since 

the Treaty with the Comanche 's and Witcheta ' s i n August 

1836. 

I have the honor t o be , with great re spect 

Your Obed~ Servant 

M. Stokes . 

(OIA: Wester n upt'y File 5385. For t Gi bson . 1837 . ) 



Little Rock, Ark . 

May 3l ~t 1837 . 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the reception of 

three communications from you, d~ted , one on the 5th and 

2 on the 6 inst - also. enclosing copy of your instructions , 

to Capt Brown, in relation to the purchase of Ind Rations , 

at New Orleans and the disposition of the same. 

Two hundred thousand Rations of Sub~ f or the Chicka-

saws, have been received , and are now in store , at this 

plaoe - delivered , in accordance, with contrac t , made by 

Lt Searight, at Cincinnati - It is to be hoped that these 

Rations may be required during the next month, as the 

corn part thereof, can only be preserved from damage, dur-

ing the extreme hot season , by constant care and labor -

Three Steam Boats from Cincinnati, and supposed , 

(for they did not land here) to have been laden with In-

dian Rations, for Fort Coffee, have passed here within 

the last two days. I have not however received advise 

of such shipment from Lt Searight, or any notification 

from those having i mmed iate charge of their transporta-

tion. 

Immediately on my return, to this place, from New 

Orleans, Lt Van Horne was instructed , to immediately re-

pair to Fort Coffee, and there cause to be erected , tem-

porary sheds, sufficient to secure one million of Rations . 

Capt Stephenson has also been instructed , to build 
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at Fort Gibson, sheds , capable to containing and effectually 

securing t wo millions of rations - In the discharge of these 

duties, ecomony wa s s tri ctly enjoined upon both Capt Stephen-

son and Lt Van Horne . 

A party of emi grating Creeks, about 500 in number , passed 

he re t hi s morning , These Indians were Refugees to the Chero-

kee country (East) and left Gunters Landing N. A. on the 16 

i nst - They we r e in charge of Lt Deas . 4 Art. 

c. A. Harris , Esq. 

Comr of Ind Affs , 

Respectfully 

I have the honor to be 

your obt Svt 

R. D. C. Collins 

Capt U. S.A . Prin Dis . A In Dt West 

ashington City . 

(OIA: ~e stern Supt'y {Emigr.) File C260-275-300. Little Rock . 
1837. C- 275 . ) 



This Agreement made this eleventh day of July 1837 

between Captain J Brown U. s. A- Disbursing Agent Indian 

Department, for and on behalf of the United States of the 

one part and Pleasant Mccraw, of the other part -

Witnesseth, that for and in consideration or the 

sum hereinafter named, the said McCraw agreed to furnish 

two good and substantial team of six Oxen each, with 

Waggon and Gear in good working condition, and aapable 

of sustaining and hauling on any of the common and ordinary 

roads of the State of Arkansas, three thousand pounds of 

such goods, provisions, or other articles of property as 

shall be assigned to said ~agon to travel not exceeding 

twenty miles per day - Services to commence on the 12th 

July 1837, and to be continued from day to day until dis-

charged, And for which service the said Brown agrees for 

and ob behalf or the United States to pay for each team 

tor each and every day so employed Six dollars - Owner 

of said team to furnish For~ge while employed - And six 

dollars for each team for every twenty miles returning 

from the place of discharge to this place (Little Rock) 

said owner to furnish forage for said team, while so re-

turning. 

The same to be paid at the time and place of dis-

charge, if the Agent 1a in funds, and of such as he shall 

have been furnished by the Government - if not in funds, 

then aa soon as the same shall be received for that pur-

pose 
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The Waggona to be furnished with an Axe and a Jackscrew 

J .Brown Ca~t. U.S. A. (Seal) 

Dis~ Agt Ind. Dept. 

Signed, sealed & delivered 

in presence or 
F E White 

Pleasant McCraw (Seal) 

(OIA: Western upt•y (Emigr.) File Choctaw Agency, 9/14, 1838) 



Sir, 

Head Quarters Fort Gibson 

15th July 1837. 

I have had the honor to receive the communication of 

the Gen-in-Chief, of the 2oth May; transmitting a copy ot 

a letter from the Act~ Supt of Indian Affairs, dated 2oth 

April last. The reports refered to by vr Armstrong, have 

not been confirmed, and appear to have been without tounda-
the 

tion; as a delegation from three of .wild tribes to the West, 

has recently visited this Post, met the neighbour~ng tribes 

in council, received presents from the Government, and de-

parted apparently well pleased. But little reliance can be 

placed upon the reports of Indian hunters and traders, who re-

turn from the prairies to the West; as they are easily alarmed, 

and are misl d by tbei~ fears. The western line of the Choc-

taws not being defined, that tribe olaima, aa belonging to 

it, the hunting grounds of the wild tribes; and collision may 

ensue, in consequence of their conflicting claims. The 

False Washita would form a natural boundary for some dis-

tance, and an ample territory would thus be secured to the 

Choctaws. Should the wild tribes meditate hostilities, they 

cannot approach us, except through the settlements of the semi-

civilized tribes adjacent, and could be easily repul~ed; as 

the7 are badly armed, & from their system of warfare, aread 

fi8ht1ng in timber or forest land. No danger of importance 

1a to be apprehended, unt11 the exertions, of the Government, 

to preaerve peace among !!! the Tribes, & to unite them in 
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close alliance & f r i endship; shall succeed . Wheneve~ they 

discard the jealousy and dislike which have long existed 

among t hem, and determine to act in concert against us -

and I consider t hat one will be the consequence or the 

other - we shall be at their mercy; and I must exprets 

my conviction of the great danger which our present sys-

tem, of holding general Councils, to imprefs upon them, 

the exp~dienoy &_propriety of becoming united~ threatens 

to our i nterests . The wisest policy would be, to preserve 

peace among the sem1-~iv111zed tribes_ adjaeen~ to our fron-

tier; & should armed interference be~ome n~cefsa~; to take 

into our service the friendly tribes, to afsist in co-ercing 

the re~ractory . Their hereditary feuds would thus be con-

tinued , & rendered subservient to our interests, with lets 

lots of lite tO us, than in any other mode. Serious d~ger 

to our f rontier , is only to be apprehended from the semi-

civili zed tribes, which are !ell armed, & pofsefs all the qual-

ities of the best light troops in the world. No ~asy victory 

will ever be gained over th~ Dela~ares, Cherokees, C~eeks, 

& other t r i bes simila~ly advanced . These still pofsets the 

propensity of the savage for war, and despising the wild 

tribes, are disposed to gratify this ~ropensity _ at their 

expens~; & it would be politic for ~~, not to oppo~e these 

wishes, but to allow their attent i on to be thus diverted, 

from real or fancied i njuri es received from the whites; by 

making wars upon their more savage brethren to the West. 

The adjacent tribes would thus f orm a barrier to the white 
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settlements, which could never be penetrated by the Indians 

of the Prairies, who are insignificant as foes, unlefs 

united with the neighbouring tribes; when I am persuaded, 

it will take a very large force to afford protection to 

Louisiana, Arkansas, and Mifsouri; by over-awing the whole 

Indian population of this Section. 

In conclusion, I would recommend, that with the ex-

ception of fulfilling Treaty Stipulations, & in settling 

amicably, whatever difficulties may arise between them and 

our Citizens, who should be rigidly excluded from the In-

dian Country, & not be allowed to enter it, except upon 

businets for the Government; the Indians should be allowed 

to conduct their own affairs; and that we should interfere 

as little as pofs1ble with them. As a people, they are 

exceedingly suspicious of the ~otives of th~ whites; and 

no conduct however circumspect, is likely to satisfy the 

majoritY'• 

xr A. s. Walker Sub-Agent for the Senecas and Shaw-

nees, &o. died at this Post on the 12th instant. 

To 

Oen: R. Jones 

Adjt Genl U. S. A. 

I am Sir, &c. 

wm Whistler 

Lt. Col. 7th Infy 

Comg 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File W283. Ft. Gibson. 1837.) 



Fort Coffee 

8~~ August 1837. 

Sir, 

I have been in~ormed that there is a very large quan-

tity of Whiskey now at Fort Smith destined to be Smuggled 

into the Indian Country, and f rom the best information I 

can collect, there has been in the course of this Summer 

a Considerable quantity Smuggled into the Cherokee Nation 

by different routes, I have had a few Commands out in 

that Nation during the Summer but they have not been able 

to seize Spirits in any Considerable quantity, my oppera-

tions by land have been made mostly in the Choctaw Na-

tion, and in fact, It has been about as much as I could do 

for the last two or three months to Guard the River, Fifty 

two Steam Boats assending the River were boarded at this 

place between the l~t of June, and the last of July, and 

from the unusual quantity of ~hiskey which is said to have 

94 

gone into the Indian Cquntry this Summer I am inclined to believe 

that some of the Steam Boats have in Violation of Law and 
Regardlef's 
8iepe~ari~ll~ of the Certifi.cate of Honor which the Captains 

of them are Required to Sign on passing this Post, have in 

a Clandentine manner Introduced Spirits - and under that 

Suspicion, I will go in a few days as high up the River 

as the Cannadian, by land, for the purpose of Procuring 

if possible evidence of that f'act, when I will enter a 

Prosecution in every Case where the Necef'sary evidence 

Can be had -



There has been landed at this Post since the first of 

June near a Million of Rations for the Chickasaw Indians, 

and as there were no Store Houses at the Post for its Pres-

ervation, and as the Officers of the Indian Department 

could not procure a Sufficient number of Laborers to erect 

Store Houses - I was obliged under the emergency of the 

case to employ the Troops of the Post , and the Public 

Teams to assist in its preservation, otherwise the Stores 

would have been lost, Consequently I was unable for the 

time, to do any thing more in the way of Preventing the 

Introduction of Whiskey than to guard the River and the 

immediate Neighbourhood of the Post, -

There are two principal roads leading from the State 

of Arkansas to Fort Gibson, on which Spirits are Occasion-

ally Transported in aggon the nearest one to this Post, is 

ten miles, the other is between thirty and forty Miles from 

this Post -

If the Dragoon at Fort Gibson would Occasionally make 

examinations on those Roads they might do much towards pre-

venting the introduction of Spirits into the Indian Country -

I am Sir 

Genl. R. Jones 

Adjutant Genl 

U. S. Army. 

Very Respect~ully 
t Your obt. ser-

John Stuart 

Cap~ 7h Infi 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File S575. Ft. Coffee. 1837.) 
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Sir, 

Head Quarters Det 3d Inf 

Fort Towson Sept 4 1837. 

I take the liberty to make the following communication 

and request that it may be laid before the Hon SeoY of War. 

In the treaty with the Choctaws it is provided that 

their Agent shall reside convenient to the great body of the 

Indians. The present Agent, Capt ~. Armstrong, resides near 

Fort Coffee on one side of the Nation, and only convenient to 

a very small number of the Choctaws - His location, as Actg 

Supt for the Western tribes, is very convenient - But his du-

ties as Supt do not allow him to spend but little time in 

this part of the nation, consequently the schools are not 

visited, or the Black Smith Shops inspected, as they ought 

to be - The Choctaws are, many of them, becoming dissipated, 

and it is exceedingly desirable that a Sub-Agent of energy and 

good moral character, should be appointed to reside in this 

part of the nation, who could frequently visit the schools and 

shops, attend to businets for the Indians, and might prevent, 

in a great degree, the introduction of liquor, which if con-

tinued, as at present, will inevitably be the ruin of the 

Choctaws -

Sutlers of Military posts have been allowed to trade 

with Indians - This indulgence tends to bring a great many 

Indiana about the post, and is frequently the occasion of 

dift1cult1ea between the Indians and the Military -

If I am rightly informed there are now four sutlers 
one 

at Fort Gibson and or them, as stated to me by Captain 
A 



Armstrong, recently took $90,000 worth of goods to that post, 

which was probably more than double the Amt that the whole 

Military would require - all these Sutlers are allowed to 

keep large quantities of ardent spirits - and it is believed 

that much liquor goes directly br indirectly, to the Indians 

- No ardent spirit has been kept at this post for several 

years -
be 

I now beg leave to recommend that there but one Sutler 

to a Military post, and that he be prohibited fro~ all 

trade with the Indians. 

I would also recommend that no Indian trader be al-

lowed to have a store or trading house within 10 miles of 

a Military post - There are two traders located within half 

a mile of Fort Towson - Both of them are respectable men, 

and adhere most rigidly to the laws of the u. s. The an-

nuities are paid near these trading houses, and the Indians 

remain about us for several days, after they get their money, 

for the purpose of trading - Now if all trading houses were 

several miles from the Military posts, and at a distance 

from each other, the Indians would immediately leave, after 

receiving their money, and those disturbances which frequent-

ly occur, in conseque~ce of so many Indians remaining to-

gether, would not take place. There are several traders in 

this nation and the Indians would of course scatter and go 
where 

to those established wpe they were most acquainted - Sutlers 

being allowed to trade with Indians, and especially if they 

have liquor, gives them a great advantage over other trad-

era. 



I beg leave further to recommend that the Regulations 

prohibiting the Sutlers from keeping Ardent Spirits be 

strictly enforced - I do not conceive that a commanding 

officer of a post has any right to authorize its intro-

duction 

And I would also recommend that the law giving an 

extra gill of liquor to men on extra duty be repealed, and 

that extra duty men hereafter receive 18 to 20 cents per 

da7 in lieu of their present pay a gill of liquor -

No extra Whiskey has been ifsued at this post for 

several years - and •k• its discontinuance has had the 

most happy effect - At some posts, if I am not midinformed, 

not only extra duty men, but daily fatigue & police parties 

receive the extra gill -

No extensive and permanent reformation can be expected 

so long as sutlers are allowed to keep Ardent Spirits or it 

is furnished to extra & daily duty men by the government -

Very Respectfully 

Brigr Gen R. Jones 

Adjt Gen U. S. A. 

Washington. D C. 

Your Obt Serv 

J. H. Vose 

Lieut Col 3d Infy 

Com 

(OIA: Western ~upt'y File V51. Ft. Towson. 1837.) 



Fort Gibson September ath 1837. 

The Hon. 

J. R. Poinsett, Secretary of War 

Sir, 

Agreeably to instructions given by Genl Arbuckle and Genl 

Stokes, as Commissioners for making Treaties with the Coman-

ches and other Indians of the Great Western Prairie, Major 

P. L. Chouteau arrived here in May last from the estern 

Prairie with the principal Chiefs of the Kioway, Hack- a-ta 

and Tock-a-wa-ro Bands of Vestern Indians. - As these were 

the principal Bands of the South West, with whom the United 

States had no Treaties, it was thought expedient to have a 

council with them preliminary to a Treaty of Peace and Friend-

ship between them and the United States; and between them 

and such of the friendly Tribes under the protection of the 

Government, as could be collected in the short time that the 

Kioways &c proposed to remain. - Gen~ Arbuckle, had been Com-

missioner and acted with Gen! Stokes in forming the Treaty of 

August 1835, with the Comanches and itchetas. - He having 

left Fort Gibson on a journey to the East, it was deemed 

proper to associate Co~ Auguste P. Chouteau as Commissioner 

with Gen! Stokes for the purpose of making this Treaty. 

It was found by your letter of instructions to Col: 

Chouteau, of the 7~h April 1837, that he was fully authorised 

to enter into conventions or Treaties with the Tribes of the 

Western Prairie. 

9 ;. 



On the 23<: day of J.~ay 1837 , the und e sig e 11ade a 

Treaty of peace and Friendship with the Chiefs of the 

Kioway Ka-ta-ka and 4ow-a-ka-ro 4ribes whio we herewith 

forward by the hands of ~1eut. Moore of the 7~h ~nrantry. 

The Treaty has been made upon the same conditions 

of the Treaty of August 1835, with the Comanche and 

W1tchita Nations. The goods reserved at tha t Treaty for 

these Tribes, were given to them, together with an addi-

tional supply purchased out of the former appropriation, 

amounting with the expenses to the sum of Eleven hundre d 

and seventy six dollars 98 Cents ($11?6. 98 ) the accounts 

of which are herewith submitted. 

lf!Q 

This Treaty includes nearly all remaining Bands of 

Prairie Indians with whom we have intercourse or collision 

within the limits of the United &tates; and if it is faithfully 

obs erved, as we believe it will, it secures from further moles-

tation, the Traders that travel the St. Fe road as well as 

all our licensed Traders on the South Western Fronti r. -

This arrangement has been long an object desired by the 

United States; and we are happy in making known to you 

for the information of the President of the United states, 

that perfect peace and Friendship now exists between the 

United States and all the Nations and Tribes within the 

Superintendency of the South Western Frontier; and between 

all th$se nations and Tribes among themselves. 

we entertain the hope that our conduct upon this oc-

casion will be satisfactory, and that the Treaty will be 

approved. 



We should have forwarded the Treaty much sooner, but 

that one of the unde rsigned, (A. P. Chouteau) expected to 

take it on himself. - Circumstances which he did not an-

ticipate, has prevented his journey until he is now com-. . 

pelled to go to the West, to bring in a Deputation of the 

Western Indians, agreeably to the last instructions from 

C. A. Harris Commissioner of Indian affairs of the 27~h 

of July 1837. 

We have · to inform you that since the formation and 

signing this Treaty, the Pawnees of the Platte River, have 

stolen some horses from the Comanches, Kioways and Osages, 

which has disturbed the peace and tranquility that previous-

ly existed. - The Pawnees of the Platte River have Treaties 

of peace, and are under the protection of the United States, 

but they are not parties to the Treaties of Peace with the 

Comanches and Kioways, and their associate Bands: but have 

a Treaty of peac~ and Friendship with the Osage Nation. 

we are Sir, with great respect 

Your obedt. Servants 

M Stokes. Commifs~ 

A. P. Chouteau - Commifr 

(OIA: Western Supt'y FileS 576. Ft. Gibson. 1837.) 
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Sir, 

Fort Coffee West of Arkansas 

November 15~~ 1837 

Herewith I have the pleasure of enclosing you a 

"sketch of t:te Choctaws and Che:rokees," written by Capt. 

John Stuart U.S.A. and Commander of this post. As you 

will perceive, upon reading this sketch the object of 

the Author was simply to give correct information rela-

tiv.e to the character and condition of the Indians. By 

ao doing he hoped to allay the fears entertained by many 

white persona, and likewise to induce the tribes, yet 

east of the Mifsifs1pp1, to emigrate immediatel y to this 

country, which seems to be so admirably calcul ated for 

the residence of Indians. Capt. Stuart has been a resi-

dent among the different tribes of the South for upwards 

of twenty years. In ascertaining positively the correst-

nets of all the descriptions and the accuracy of all the 

statements contained in his sketch, he has spared neither 

labor nor expense. All the facts related in it a~e ooP-

roberated by the most intelligent gentlemen of thi Coun-

try. This circumstance entitles it to the serious con-

sideration and careful perusal of all who feel an inter-

eat in the welfare and prosperity of the Aborigines of 

our country. Independent ot every other consideration, 

the well known character of the Author as pofsefaing 

those characteristic virtues and amiable traits or 
pofaetaor the 

character which gain for the friendship and esteem of 
"' 

all those acquainted with him, entitle this publica-



tion to the attention of a large portion of the intelligent 

community. 

I presume the principal objection which will be urged 

against this will be on account of the statements contained 

in it relative to the friendly feelings entertained by the 

Indians towards the whites. There will no doubt be many 

whose pecuniary interest will prompt them to endeavor to 

refute the statements of Capt. Stuart upon this s~bject. 

There are many individuals who would, if pofsible, induce 

you, as well as every one else connected with Government, 

to believe that there was gr~at danger of Indian hostility 

on this frontier. In proof of the correctnefs of Capt. 

Stuarts opinions, the late conduct of the Choctaws afford 

a striking example. The Choctaws were all ready to go to 

Plorida when the letter of the Secretary of War as received 

by Capt. w. Armstrong which reduced their compensat ion so 

much that they refused to go to Florida. It is the opinion 

of the most intel l'igent and those best acquainted with Indian 

character, that if it had been any other tribe than the Choc-

taws, the result would have been that immediate acts of hos-

tility would have been committed by the Indians. No such 

disposition was manifested by the Choctaws. I hope the 

proposition of Capt. W~ Armstrong relative to my going on 

to Wadhingto~ with the Choctaw and Creek delegations this 

winter, will meet your approbation. Please to give my 

beat respects to M. Pickett 4~9 Aud~ and accept o~ my kindest 

10-. ...., : 
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regards for yourself 

I have the honor to be Sir 

very respectfully 

To 

c. A. Harris Eaq~ 

Commr Ind. Affairs 

Washington 

D. C. 

Your most Obdt. s rvt 

1JV . A. M. Brooke -

(OIA: Western Supt'y File 8356. Fort Coffee. 1837 .) 



Westport Jackson County, Mo. 

Nov. 21, 1837. 

Ron. c. A. Harris 

Commsr. Ind. Affrs. 

Sir 

On the g~h inst. I returned from a tour south, which I 

extended as far as the Choctaw Agency. (350 miles) My ob-

ject was to submit to the consideration of the Choctaws, 

Cherokees, & Creeks the Bill for the organization of the 

Indian Territory, intending to take the Senecas, Quapaws 

and Osages in my way on my return. On reaching Arkansas 

I ascertained that instructions to bring the Bill to the 

consideration of these tribes had been given to Capt. Arm-

strong. Consequently my labors in relation to it were at 

an end. 

The Cherokees, as I was informed, had given an unfavor-

able answer to enquiries submitted by their agt., respecting 

the provisions of the Bill. bile in that country I had an 

opportunity of conversing with some inteligent Cherokees 

trom whom I learnt the nature of their objections. They 

teared that it covered a design to render them insecure 

in their present residence. I have good reason to believe 

that if they could be induced to hear a full explanation 

ot the bill, they would perceive what is the tact, that 

ita design is to prevent the evils they tear it may in-

troduce, or cherish. To the vhoctaws, Creeks, Senecas, 

Quapawa, and Osages the Bill had not been submitted when I 

lett that countr7. But I am confident that no obstacle 



exists with either to prevent the exprefsion of an opinion 

in tavor of the Bill similar to that which I have had the 

honor of forwarding you from eleven of these middle tribes 

It is pofsible that some of those tribes might propose 

some unimportant amendments to the details of the Bill, 

but that the leading principles of it would be approved 

by them I cannot doubt, and hope that circumstances will 

be such as to justify the government in proceeding upon 

this supposition so far as its action 1$ to be ineluenced 

by the opinion of the Indians. 

I have the honor to·be 

With great respect 

Sir 

Your Obt. Servt. 

Isaac M~Coy 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File M266. Westport. 1837.) 



M! Harris 

Sir, I have with much pleasure complied with your r e-

quest to send you 20 copies ?f the 3~ No . of the Annual Regis-

ter ot Ind. Affrs. Of the l ! t & Second Nos. I can send only 

15. 

Resptfy . 

Isaac M~Coy 

Nov. 22, 1837. 

(OIA: Western Supt ' y File M 266 Westport. 1837.) 

107 . 



Fort Gibson 

3rd .January 1838 

Sir. 

Since ~ last dated at Fbrt Mason on the 14th Deer. 1837. I 

have the honor to acknowledge the Receipt of your two letters dated 

lath & 23th Oot the for.mer permitting five Osages to Visit Washington 

City with the deputation of wild Indiana; and the latter permitting me 

to liberate any white prisoners which may be found among the C~che 

& other wild tribe a of Indiana.--

I bave visited this place for the purpose of Consulting Capt W • 

.Armatrong the Superintendent of Indian busin fa in the West, and to 

apprise him of the impossibility of COllecting a deputation of the wild 

Indiana together before April and to procure provisions as we have had 

DO Buffalo; So Soon as I make arrangement a w1 th Capt. Armstrong & pro-

cure the necefaary provisions, I ahall Return to Fort Mason with a 

View of Carrying into Effect the ishea of the Govel"DlDIInt.-

C. A. Harria Eaqr. 

I have the honor to be 

Ve~ Reapecttully 

Your obt. St 

A. P. Chouteau 

Com. of Ind. Affair• 

Washington D. c. 

Indiana c~!' 

(OIA: Western Supt 'Y File C631-68S-'157 :rt. Gibson (Ccal)) 
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(COPY) 

We propose to take of the Government all the flour , 

pork, bacon and corn , belonging to the Indi an Department 

which is now in store at Fort Gibson, For t Coffee , Fort 

Smith, Little Rock, or elsewhere not di sposed of; or , at 

least, all of the same that is not materially injured , it 

being exprefsly understood that , the flour is now expected 

to be mostly in a sour state . None of that will be refused 

that is not injured by water. 

The above provisions are to be counted into rations at 

the following rate , towit, to each ration one pound of flour, 

or three pints of corn, and t ltree fourths of a pound of pork 

or bacon; and should t he quantity or number of rations of 

flour exceed the number of rations of meat , then and in that 

case three pounds of fl our will be taken i n lieu of, and 

counted e q al to, one full ration of flour and pork or bacon . 

The salt on hand at e ither of the above places we will receive 

at cost and carriage. 

The above provisions to he put in good sh p ng order, 

that is to say, to (be) wel l coopered before delivery, at the 

expence of the Government . 

We will obligate ourselves to ifsue to he Indians 

where , when and as, req ired , the full amount or number of 

rations so received by us , either i corn or flour or beef 

pork or bacon, at our option. The rat i on of those articles 

to consist of one pound of flour or three half pints of corn 

and one pound of beef or three fou t hs of one pound of bacon 

and pork to each ration; also to furnish the part of the I n-

10 ~ 



dian ration which cons ists of s a l t at three fourths of one 

cent per ration and delive r the same at the same time and 

place of the other del i very; The Government obligating it-

self to pay us f or the ifsuing to the Creeks and Seminoles 

and f or transportation six cents per ration for each and 

every ration so delivered at any of the present ifsuing 

depots of t he Creeks and Seminoles, or at any ne depot 

that mi ght be e stabl shed at no greater distance from For t 

Gibson; and f or each and every mile further that the said 

ifsue s may be required to be made, one eighth part of one 

cent for each and every add i tional mile. 

We will ifsue the rations to the Chickasaws in the 

s ame manner and charge the same price for the salt part of 

t herat i on, making the place for ifsuing to the Ch ckasaws 

at any place not exceedi ng twenty five mi les from Fort Cof-

fee or Webbers f a l ls and receive for transportation and if-

suing six cents f or each full ration of flour or corn and 

meat; and f or every addi tional mile beyond that distance , 

to receive for t ransportation one eighth part of one cent 

per ration f or each and every mile we may be required to ifsue 

said rations beyond that di stance . The distances to be count-

ed by t he neare s t and most pract i cable route . 

The ifsui ng of the beef part of the ration to {be) de-

livered a s has bee n done t he present year to the Creeks and 

Seminoles, wh ch was on t e hoof . 

The ifsuing to c ommence by the said Uont1•acto~s some 

time during t he month of Ma rch, or a s much sooner as said 

I 0 



-----------------....----------,11 ~1 ; 

Contractors may be prepared to make the ifsues . Payment to be 

made by the Prin. Disbg. Agent a t Little Rock on delivery of 

the regular returns to h i m. 

(Signed) Glasgow & Harrison 

Jany 10, 1838. 

(OIA: West ern Supt•y File . Of fice. 1838 . Harris . C. A. to 
Wm. Armstrong , ~upt . Copies 13 letters, et c .) 



Sir, 

Little Rock . Ark , 

January 26th 1838 

I have just received your communication of the 12 inst -

and have the honor to i nform you that I had already , in conj nc -

tion ~ith Capt Arms t rong concluded a bargain with r Harrison , 

for the pork part of the rations of the Gnl Depot , upon terms, 

more advantageous, than tho e proposed by Glasgow Harrison 

to you. 

I forwar ded . to you on t he 6th inst coy of a contract 

with L. N. Clark, for exchanging the pork part of the Chickasaw 

provisions -

I shal leave this place to morrow for the Choc Agency, 

at the ea nest solicitation of Capt Armstrong ; and upon my ar-

rival there, wil l fo rward a copy of the Contract made with Mr 

Harrison - whil e at the Agency I trust that we shall be enabled 

to make satisfactory disposition of the remaining provison of 

the Gen1 Depot 

C • A • Ha rr i s , , s q , 

Comr Ind Affs. 

ash1ngton City 

Very respectfully 

Yr mo obt svt 

R. D C Collins 

Capt U. S . A Prin . i l . 

Dis Agt . In . Dpt 

(OIA: 'estern Supt 'y {Emigr.) File C 556-609 . Little Rock . 
C-556.) 
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C A Barris Eaq!' 

co .. r In4 Attr! 

Sir 

Choctaw Agency West 

January 27th 1838 

I regret to say that the Sma~l pox ha~ spread through 

a large portion ot the Choctaw Nation, it was first introduced 

by the Chickasaws, wbo _came up on the Itasca about the time I 

aet out _ for Was~ngton, every exert~on was used by Mr Kings-

berry Acting Ag~ tor _the Chickasaws, as well as Capt Stuart 

Commd at Port Cottee, to keep the intected p~rty to themselves, 

there relatives came to see them, and the disease 1n this way 

bas been carried to Boggy, Doctr Keenan has and is still busily 

ensaged vaccinating on Boggy, ~d the Choctaws on Arkansas 

have generally been vaooi~ated, the di~eas~ is not so tatal 

aa I expected it ·would have been, y~t ~ number have died, 

every exe~tion has been used to prevent the disease trom 

spreading, but owing to t~e indians patsing from tam1ly to 

family to see there friends it could not be done. Vaocina-

tion .however has proved _a preventative, and the indians are 

willing to have it done, Kr Clarke is laying ve17 low with 

the the d1aeaae on Boggy, and it 1a ditticult to get any one 

to ··attend to the itsuea, I lmow you w1l~ be greatly d1s-

t:retaed that thia dreadf'ul scourge has got amongst the indiana, 

I shall remain at my post, and you ma7 depend upon everything 

beins done to alleviate the condition ot the sutterers, 

aDd to check the diaeaee, 



I have written up to Col Logan to commence vaccinat-

ing the Creeks on the Canadian, and to endeavour to keep them 

at there homes, and not to intermix with the indians about 

Gibson, who are yet tar from the disease, I shall go up to 

the Canadian in a tew days, and aid Col Logan as far as I 

can, The Cherokees living adjoining this Nation have been 

generally va~oinated, as well as the new emigrants who have 

just arrived, As the Arkansas divides them and tbe7 are much 

alarmed they may escape, 

Great apprehensions seemed to be entertained by the 

Citizens of Arkansas, that we shall have indian disturbances. 

It is certainly true that we have the materials for a dif-

tioulty and that there ia discontent amongst the indians, 

but I do not believe there is any design at present for a 

rupture. I shall be able however in a short time to write 

more advisedly upon this subject 

Respectfully 

Yr, Mo, Obt, Sert, 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt W. T. 

(OIA: western Supt'7 File AfS6. Choctaw Agency. 1838.) 
{Above letter bears the number A403.) 



Choctaw Agency We st 

February 2d 1838. 

C A Harris Esqr 

Commr of Ind Affairs 

Sir 

As soon as I can ge t the vhickasaws started to their 

homes, which has been retarded by a party yet behind coming 

by land but looked for tomorrow, I will go to Fort Gibson, 

and prepare the Creek Delegation to go to Vashington, and 

meet the vhoctaws here and proceed on, by advices from Col 

Choteau now at Fort Gibson it is very probable indeed I may 

say certain there will be none or the ! ild Tribes to go on 

this spring or summer; they are a t Var with each other and 

could not be collected, The r e will therefore be none but 

the Choctaws and Creeks which I will be on with as soon as 

I can leave the businefs of m, Superintendency 

Respectfully 

Yr. Mo . Obt. Servt 

wm Armst r ong 

Act Supt Vestn Ter~ 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File A320-322 . Uhoctaw Agency . 1838. 
A-322.) 
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Capt W~ Armstrong 

Sup ~ l Dept. 

Dr Sir -

Little Rock 

Febr 5. 1838 

By the S Boat Liverpool - I have procured Transportat ion 

for 15 Ghickasaws - t ey were found by Col . Upshaw - the Mouth 

of l~lhi te river on their way to their C01.mtry - Col . Upshaw sent 

them to this place - As they have no conductor &c - I have sent 

them by the Capt who b ou ht them - to this place -

llS: 

I - Am really mo~tified that I cannot see you immediately 

- The S . Boat Li ttle Rock is hourly expected with the specie for 

the Cherokees - and I have deemd it best to wait for it a few 

days - Shou d it not reach here howr in two or t hree days I will 

set out - for the Agency - with all I hope that you may want . 

There is nothing new all things appear quiet -

There are within a few miles of this place some two hundre d 

Chickasaws and 175 or 180 horses I have di rected r Vanderslice 

to take· them up by land or wat r with the least possible delay -

I have al so been informed that there is a party betwen 

this and the mouth of Ark~ also one betwen tbis and Helena, where 

they have been landed by Boats - I will be with you with the 

least possible delay in the mean time use my name to any docu-

ment that you may thing requires it. 

\d th much rest 

Yr Mo . Obt . Sert 

R D c Collins 

(OI~: ~estern Supt'Y· File (Emigr.) Little Rock.) 

Cap S A -



Dear Sir, 

Head Quarters 2d Dept • . • Division 

Fort Gi bson March 13~h 1838. 

It is probable thay you may have it in your po7er, during 

your stay at las hington, to furnish such information as will 

induce Congress to so modify the Act rogul.ating trade and in-

tercourse with Indian Tribes, (approved June 30~h 1834) as to 

more effectually prevent the introduct ion of spiritous liquor 

or wine into the Indian country . 

I am of the opinion that to accomplish the above object 

it is necessary that a more summary and convenient mode of 

punishing offenders, should be provided for by Law, as well 

as for the condemnation and sale of vessels or boats employed 

to introduce ar dent spirits or wine into the Indian country; 

andthat legal provi sion should be made for the seizure and for-

feiture of all slaves, horses, oxen , mules, wagons, carts, 

or other means employed by our citizens to introduce spirit-

ous liquor into the Indian country. 

It is known to you that a considerable number of white 

men of bad character, have located themselves in the Indian 

country, who live wi th Indian women, or take them as wives , 

(and as it would appe ar in many cases) from no other motive 

than to be permitted to remain in the Indian country for the 

purpose of violating the Intercourse Law by introducing and 

vending ardent spirits; - And I cannot boubt that at least 

three fourths of all the liquor introduced into the Cherokee 

country to sell to the Troops, is brought in by our citizens 

who reside in the vicinity of this post, and who are i n the 



daily habit of selling it to the Troops and others. It is 

therefore very desirable that such provision should be made 
keep 

by Law as is necessary to permanently remove and , from the 

Indian country such offenders. 

I am, Sir, 

Very Respectfully 

To 

captain William Armstrong 

Act. Sup~ ~ . Territory 

Washington City 

Your Obt. Servt. 

(Signed) M. Arbuckle 
1 g Bvt. Brig. Gen. Comd. 

P. S. - - In order to convict our citizens (who reside in the 

Indian country) of selling or introducing Spiritous liquors, 

they must be held accountable for the sale of liquor, at, or 

in the vic . nity of their residence, by any member of their 

family or other person residing at their house or known to 

be in their employ 

True copy. 

s . G. Simmons 
1 A.D.C. & A.A.Adj G 

(Signed) M. A. 

(OIA: Western Supt 1 y File A341-485-486. Ft. Gibson. 1838. 
A-341.) 
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Little Rock 

March . 15 . 1838 . 

Sir: 

I ha ve t he hono r to in orm y ou that Capt: Armstrong and 

myself have ma de an arrangement with Glas ow and Harrison f or 

t he Subsistence of t he Creeks . Seminoles ~ hickasaws for the 

present year - ~ e have also made an arrangement with them to 

r e ce i ve all t he sup lies now on hand belonging to the Chicka saw 

and Gen eral Depots. t o me e t all the Demands consequent to the 

a rrangement and B lances due upon former contracts . I will want 

a t l east ~1 50. 000 . If convenient I would be pleased to have the 

f und s in small notes say from one to 500 . Dollars each - There 

i s some t hin like ~16000 . in specie at the Land office in Little 

118 

Rock - which would much a s sist me could it be drawn - . Capt Arm-

strong will vis it you in a few days and give you all the informa-

tion that you may require i n relation to the Indian population 

generally -

'ith much respect 

C. A. Harris Esqr 

Comr . Ind Af fa irs 

Yr mo. obt . Servt . 

R D C Collins C pt U. S.A 

P. M. Dis Ag In . Dp 

(OIA: lVeste r n Supt'y {Emigr . ) Li ttle Rock. F i l e 0556- 609 . 
File C-609.) 



Dr Sir, 

Head Quarters ~ Dept. w. Division 

Fort Gibson, March 31~~ 1838 

I request that you will inform me, if the Chickasaws 

that have arrived in this country have removed to the dis-

trict they are to occupy in the Uhoctaw reserve, and if 

eo, what is the condition of the road, from the Uhootaw 

Agency to the district of country belonging t o the Chicka-

saws, and on which they have settled . I make the enquiry 

of you, from the belief that you, as contractor to furnish 

Subsistence to the Chickasaws, and having many waggons em-

pl·oyed to carry the supplies into their new country, must 

be well informed in relation to the condition of the road 

referred to. - Your early reply will confer a favour on 

To 

Majr: James Harrison 

Present 

True copy. 

S. G. Sinmons 

Dr Sir 

Your very Obt. Servt 

(Signed) M. Arbuckle 

Bvt. Brig. Gen! U,S , A, 

A. D. C. & A A Adj Genl 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File A3?3. Ft. Gibson. 1838. ) 



Sir, 

Head Quarters 29 Dept. • Division 

•ort Gibson, Apt i l 16~h 1838. 

I have the honor to report for the informat ion of the 

Government that a great portion of the Creek people are 

much insenced at present against the Osages, in consequence 

of their continual depredations on their property (since May 

1831.) and thei r want of confidence in being at any time re-

munerated for these injuries. The Creeks have therefore de-

termined as I am informed (and I believe most of them in 

earnest) not to again apply for Troops to drive the Osages 

out of thei r settlements, in consequence of thei r robbing 

them of their property, but at once to take satisfaction by 

punishing, or kil ling them; therefore the Government may not 

be surprised (unless early and efficient measures are taken 

to remove Clarmores Band of the Osages to the Osage reserve, 

and to pay the Creeks and Cherokees for the depredations 

they have committed on them) to hear that many of the Osages 

have been killed. - The Creeks are most disposed to resort 

to acts of violence , in consequence of the Osages having 

done them the greatest injury by the destruction of their 

animals, of which but few of them have yet a sufficient num-

ber f~r their own use . 

It is now nearly seven years that the Creeks have been 

assured from time, to time, that something would be done not 

only to relieve them from the continuance of the evil of 

which they complain, but to remunerate them for the losses 

they have suffered. I am therefore decidedly of the opinion 
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that something ought soon to be done, cal culated to reali ze 

these expectations; otherwise the continuance of peace be-
very 

tween the Creeks and Osages must be regarded ae precarious. 

I informed you on the l~t inst that I had ordered Captain 

Trenor of the 1~ t Regi~ent of Dragoons to the Verdegrise River , 

for the purpose of removing Osages from the Creek Nation , 

charged with depredating on the animals of the Creeks . -

Before the arrival of the Captain at the point he was re-

quired to visit, the Osages had removed ; and he did not see 

all the Creeks in that neighborhood who complain of beiri in-

jured by the m of late; those he met with reported to him the 

loss of more than one hundred and thi r ty hogs of di fferent 

sizes. 

I am Sir 

To 

Brig. Gen~ R. Jones 

Adjt General 

ashington City 

Ver y Respectfully 

Your Obt. Servt 

(Signed) . Arbuckle 

Bvt. Brig . Genl . Comdg 

T ue Copy 

S. G. i mmons 

A.D . C. & A.A . AdJ Gen 

(OIA: western Supt 'y File A378. Ft. Gibson. 1838.) 
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C. A. r Harris Esq . 

Commt of Ind. Affrs. 

Sir 

lashington City 

23~ April 1838. 

122 

I have the honor to enclose you copy of Contract made 

with Mefsrs Glas cow & Harrison by Capt. Collins & myself for 

all the provisions for the indians at Fort Gibson - and for 

subsisting Creeks . &. 

The provisions were not considered by Capt~ Collins & 

Stephenson - as well as myself - sound and fit for issue to 

the indians - e therefore closed a contract with Glascow & 

Harrison - for all the provision & for subsisting the Creeks 

- at present Corn is very scarce. in the i ndian Country -

sel l ing at from one to two dollars pe r bushel - and will con-

tinue so until the new Crop comes i n . - I thought I had with 

me contract made with Glascow & Harr ison for subsisting the 

Chickasaws - but have not - previous to making this Con-

tract - that portion of the Chickasaw pork which had been 

stored at For t Smith amount ing to about Seventeen or eight -

een hundred barrels - was contracted wi th Col . L . N. Clarke. 

- for fresh beef deliverable as far as seventy five miles 

from the Choctaw Agency - in the Chickasaw district - by 

this contract provisions which are adapted to the wants of 

the indians- are received rati6n - for ration without any 

lofs - • ~ would recommend that Capt Col lins & myself be 

authorized to turn this contract - which i s only for Beef -



to Glascow & Harrison - and to be accounted for in subsist-

ing the vbickasaws -

(OIA: 

Respectfully Y:' 

Most Obt Servt 

wm Armst r ong 

Act Supt . T. 

estern Supt'y (Emigr.) File A358. 1, ashington. ) 



Sir; 

Little Rock, Ark ~ 

April 24~h 1838 . 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let-

ter of the 5th . inst ., by last nights ma i l . 

In explanation of the remittance of $150 . 000 required by 

me i n my communi cation of the 15th March, I beg leave to submit 

t he following estimate 

For the Subsistence of say 4.000 Chickasaw Indians or 

270 days , i n acco dance with arrangements made with essrs . 

Gl asgow & Harrison of Feby . 1838 ~77.940 . 00 

For the subsistence of say 3 . 500 Creek 

Indians fo 270 days nder arr angements made 

wi th Messrs Glasgow & Harrison of Feby . 1838 67,162 . 50 

~1~5 . 102 . 50 

The above estimate is founded upon the suppos i tion that 

t he number of rations belonging to the vhickasaw & General De-

pots, to be turned over to ~e ss rs Glasgow & Harri son , will equal 

the number require d by the above estirrate . Should they fall 

short , however , the cost of t he ration when furnished in full 

wi l l be i ncreased about 'i cents 

I haYe not estimated for the Seminoles, not having any 

knowl edge of the number that may emigrate, . or of the time that 

t hey may be expec t ed in their country . 

}t is probable that the Indians will prefer to have 

their cattle delivered on the hoof , at once . Experience has 

pr oven thi s course to be much to their intterest . The con-

tra ctor s wi l l a l so be prepared to make the full issues o~ corn 

12·4-



by the month o f June, t o c omple t e t h e y e ars· supp l y , f o t he 

present emigrants. 

There is stil l a balan ce of about ~~ 5 . . 000 due Messrs . 

Glasgow & Harrison, on t he i r old contr a ct . The returns have 

not al l b e en r ece i v ed . I hav e h owever advanced t h em ~33 . 000 . 

The e xpens en s incident to the removal of the Ch ckas aw 

Indi ans thr ough thi s S tate , a r e in a mea s ure s t ill un a i d . 

The abrupt rna er in wh i ch the princ ipal officers having charge 

of that emigration left here , r enders a f ul l settlement o the 

a cc ounts o f contracto r s f o r subs istenc e and forag e urnished , 

a nd a lso the cla i ms of indiv i dual s f or ferriage , impossible . 

I hav e delayed making ny observations up on this subject , while 
s nee 

I could possibly a void i t ; butAthere a ppears to be n o means 

l eft i n my power by wh ic h a set t l ement can be obtained , I feel 

myself i n du ty bound t o st ate the c i rcumstanc es to you . These 

cl a i ms are mo s t ly on file i n this off ice , a nd amount to upward s 

of ~ 20 . 000 - The certif i c a t e s of cond uctor s of parties ac company-

most of t hem. but t h ey are no~ in d u e f o rm . By the l ~tn para-

graph of Revised Re gulations it i s necessary tha t the requis i t i on 

of t he supe rintendant s h oul d a c c omp a ny a l l paymen t s mad e by d i s -

bursing offi cers. I am t h e refore obl i ged to refus e payment of 

t h ese a c counts i n ful l . I ha ve h owever adva nced one hal f upon 

t h em, believing it i s n e i ther right nor j u st , that c itizens s h ould 

suffer seriou s embar asment an d loss , i n consequence of t he negli -

g ence o tno s e who s h ould h ave a ttended t o thi s busines s . The 

Chickasaws are still p a s s i n here in small pa rti e s r om 1 0 t o 

50 - often in a wretc hed s t ate . 



There is, I understand, yet about two hundred between 

this place and the Mississippi. 

C. A. Harris Esq . 

Comt Ind. Affs. 

ashington City. 

Very respectfully, 

I am , Sir, 

Yr . most Obt. Servt . 

R. D C. Collins 

Capt U S A. 

Prin Mil Dis Agt Ind . Dp 

(OIA: ' estern Supt 1 y (Emigr .) File C 659- 677 . Little Rock . 
C-659.) 
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Lit;tl e Rock Ark 

Apr i l 30 1838 

Sir 

Herewith I forwa rd my account curren t with a o:::Jtrac't and 

vouchers of d isbursement f or Cont i ngencies , mad e on account of 

the removal and sub~ i stence 01' tne Creek Indians - 1st qr 1838 . 

Messf~ Glasgow & Harrison s t i ll delay returning thei r pro . 

checKs fo r subsistence furn i shed to the close of their old 

contract -

1 a lso f or ward accounv ~ current for the S-emi nal . ' 
Cherokee , Choctaw and Quapaw t r i bes of Indians - fo the 1~~ 

qr 1838 

I hav e the honor t o be , 

C. A. Har is , Es q . 

Comr Ind A!fs , 

ash i ngt on City . 

very r ;spectfully , 

your mo obt Servant . 

R. D C. Collins Capt . USA 

Prin~ Mil¥ Dis Agt - Ind . pt 

( OI A: estern Supt ' y (Emi gr . ) File C 659- 677 . Li t e Rock . 
C-677.) 



(OIA.a Wee tern Su;pt '7 File 0631-MS-757 J't. Mason (C68S)) 

Fort Mason Canadian 

1st May 1838 

Sir, 

I haTe the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communication 

ot the 16th March laat.--

Since ~ arrival at this place I have made known to the Comanche 

and other prairie tribes the wishes of the Dept: and altho' they ex-

preta a desire to visit Washington, still they are perteo.tly satisfied 

with the arrangment. In consequence of their having again solicited 

• tor medals and flags, I must remind 1he Dept: of "''Jq former applica-

tion tor those articles--

I am constrained once more to complain to You of the aggrefsiona 

ot the Pawnee MD~~~--In addition to their former depredations they 

haTe, during the paat winter, been roTeing through this eeotion of coun-

try, 1f1. th no other purpose than that of stealing horses; and have invar-

iably done so, w1 thout regard to what tribe they belonged. A tew nights 

etace they etole eight head from a par~ of Delawares who are encamped 

within sight of this place.- They are certainly the most lawlefs and 

llieohmous tribe of the •est; the mre so, aa the prairie tribes are 

-re that they are under treaty stipulations with our government, and 

therefor are apt to form the idea that if the government, does not 

check their depredations, they perhapa encourage them. 

They have excited the most hostile feelings among the Comanche, 

~, Osage, and Delaware tri bea, and revenge is now their uni veraal. cry-

I baTe taken measures with these tribes to check any immediate re-

taliatory a tepa, on condition, and at their request, that I diapa toh '/fq 

brother :Major P. L. Chouteau in company w1 th Lieut L. B. Northrop and 



hie COJBIIDd to Tis1 t the dit'f'erent prairie tribes, and explain to them 

'the 1na'tru.o't1o:u and Views of government, and repair ~selt' to Fort Gib-

.on to await further adTices t'rom the Dept: I shall accordingly carry 

this arrangment into effect w1 th as little delay as pofsible, and bold 

JII'Selt in readiDefa to reTiai t this place, as soon as your tuture in-

atruetions can be received. 

I cannot close this oommJnication without recommending that the 

soYerument take the forgoing circumatances into consideration and adopt 

801118 mea.aurea to check the greivances complained of'-

I beg leave moat respectfully to request that I may be informed 

whether the former CoDIDifaioners Goy. Stokes and Gen. Arbuckle obtained 

Baptiste 1annet--al.1aa Derrioux the appointment of Interpreter for the 

prairie tribes, also if they did, that he may be continued, and in case 

they did not, that he be appointed as such, and as he has been acting 

in that capacity for the last two years, that he may be allowed com-

pensation for the same, as his services have been, and still are, indis-

pensably necefsary.--

It would place me in a very embarrafaed Situation with the indians, 

ahould 1 t be the intention of the Dept: by postponing their Tisi t to 

Washington, to abandon the design as they haTe been giTen to understand 

that it is the wish of government tor them to come, and are now Tery 

4ea11'0ua to do .o-

To, 

Bon 

I haTe the honor 

To r.main 

O. A. Harr1• 

Very reapeottull7 

Your obt an 

CoJB Ind Attain 

WaP!ngton 01 ty 

A. P. Chouteau 

n. c. --~~ 
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Sir, 

Head Quarters 2g Dept. , . Division 

Fort Gibson May 7~h 1838. 

I have received your letter of instructions under date 

of the 7~h Ult. by which I am fully informed of the object 

and intent of General order ? 70 of 1837, which has been 

carried into effect at this post : i n consequence of which the 

Indians who have been in the habit of attending this market 

have failed to come in with their paltry, butter , and other 

things they have been in the habit of bringing to this mar-

ket, and I am informed by good authority that the total pro-

hibition to their trade here , has much displeased many of 

the most respectable of the Red people and will no doubt 

much disincline them to visit our military posts in their 

country. 

The scramble for the trade at this place I fear will not 

result in a public benefit. The great or only cause of the 

large and inconvenient Indian trade at t his post, was pro-

duced (as it is believed) by the very large number of Sut-

lers appointed to the 7~h Inf~ and i t would have been 

infinitely better that that trade should have been continued 

here, for some time to come , than that it should be totally 

discontinued. The market people, (I judge) should not be 

prohibited from trading at our posts, in the Indian country ; 

nor the Indians of the estern prairie, or others, when the 

commanding officer may judge it proper, and necessary that 

they should do so; and as Indians have not at any time 

been prohibited from trading at our military posts, in or 



out of the Indian country (as far as I am informed) and al-

though I am not in favor of Indian trade at military posts , 

as it has recently existed here, still I think it cannot 

wholy be suspended without producing ill will among the In-

dians towards the United States and the military establish-

menta in this country, which cannot be regarded desirable at 

this time. 

The Creek warri or s who were in Florida , or several of 

them, have stated to me, that General Jesup had promised them 

two years rations after their arrival in this country. I men-

tion this in consequence of it having been reported to me at 

the time there was no Creek Agent . They should be informed 

on this point, presuming that they have misunderstood or mis-

construed the promise of General Jesup. 

To 

Brig. Gen~ R. Jones 

Adjt General 

Washington City 

I am Sir 

very Respectfully 

Your Obt. Servt. 

M, Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigd~ Gen! Gommdg 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File A341-485-486. Ft . Gibson. 1838. 
A-486.) 
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Fort Coi'fee 

1oth May 1838 

Sir, 

I had the h onor yesterday to receive your letter of 
views & 

the 17th of Apr i l requesting me to give my~ opinion on the 

subject espec i ally whether allowing the Sutlers to trade with t he 

Indians wil l n ot be attended with pernicious consequences . 

Th i s being a subject on which a difference of opinion 

exists, among Of ficers of the Army servi ng i n the Indian Coun-

try, I wil l beg the indulgence of go i ng somewhat into detail 

in the ma tter. 

I have served for many years in the Ind ian Country on 

the Arkansas , and among Ind i a s in other Sect ons of our coun-

try, where the boldiers and Indians were in the habit of trad -

ing at the ~arne store, and have seen ~orne f ew causes for objec-

tion t o the prac t i ce. The main one be i ng that compla nts or 

murmers, sornet i~e s arise arnon some of the oldiers , that the 

Sutlers occasionally neglect them, with a view to attend to the 

Indi ans. Those complaints however are rare, and are not often 

well grounded . "At the same timr , I have seen what I considered 

to be st rong reasons in favour of the practice, of' Indians 

trading w~th the Sutler 

If the Sntler' s ~bore be situated within the Fort or 

Chain of Sent inel s, the Indians should not be allowed to go 

there to trade, but if the store be without the chain of sen-

tinels, no pern i cious effect s can in my opinion , result from 

the Ind ians trad i n with t he Sutler in a promiscuous manner 

with the ~oldiers, but on the c ontrary , such a manner of trad-
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ing is often essential l y benefi cia l to both Soldi e rs and 

Indians, for t he fo l l owi ng reasons . - The Soldi ers ar e 

frequently without money, and t he I ndians ar e as often in the 

same ~ituation, The Soldie rs a r e ent i tled to a credit i n the 

sutler's Sto r e t o a cert ain ext ent . The I ndi ans have no cred-

it; but have poult ry , eggs , butter , pota toes, mellon s &c . 

the produce of t hei r farms , whi ch they wi sh t o exchan e for 

Sugar, Coffee, S l t , Domesti c , Cal i co &c , or to sell their 

produce f or money , wi t h vhich to purchase those articles , 

but they cannot sell t hem , The oldiers not hav ng money to 

pure ase with ; consequent l the Indi ans take t heir produce 

home without being a le to pr ocure the articl es needful , and 

the Soldie r has to suffe r fo r the very arti cle s that the In-

dians was aa xi ous to di spose o , wher eas i f a promiscuous trad-

ing is a l l owed , all partie s can be acc ommodated , a Soldier 

would e ce i ve from an I nd i an pr oduce to the amount o say 

one dollar , and fould reque st t he Sutler to charge him wi t h 

one dollar, and t o give the I ndi an goods to th t amount . The 

Indian purcha s es such artic le s a s he most need s, by which he 

is accommoda t ed , the ~o ld ier ha s pu rchas ed the ar i cle tha t e 

required, and e Sutler sells his oods , i n hi ch manner 

there is a mutual ac ommod a t on o ' all part ie s . 

It woul d seem t o be a d r ect violat i on of law , for any 

Sutler to trade vith t he Ind i ans , a t any 1i l itary Post , that 

is situa ted in any of t he I nd i an t ions , vit out hav ng a 

license from t he pr oper authori ty except at such place s as 

those where the Military Pos t s, are i tuated on l and s r e -

served to the Unit ed St a tes by treaty f or 1ulita r y purpo se s . 



Those reservat i ons , I hRve always considered to be 

seperate territories, or dis t r cts of the United States , and 

not a portion of any I nd ian at ion , but are exclusively under 
perhaps 

111tary government. At such posts , a sutler might ,\sell good s 

to Indians without violating the law; of that however, it is 

not my province t o g i ve an opini on 

If the Sutlern were allowed to t rade with. the Ind i ans , 

they could afford to keep a more general and full ass o~tment 

of goods t ha n they could do , i f confined alone t o a trade wi th 

the Troops, unlefs the number of troops was very great . The 

sales of goods t o four or five companies alone , is not s~ fi -

cient to jus tify any man in keeping on hand a general assort -

ment of goods . 
or t wo 

I will here beg l eave to make oneAother remark i n rela-
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tion to the I ndians , They on visiting a Military Post to trade , 

are always quiet and inoffe nsive , They are modest and unassum-

ing, and a re much l ef s in the way of the troops than white 

citi zens would be , fo r when they are in the store , they do 

not expect or r equire that attention , that white people do , and 

will wait patient l y , until attended to , by the Herchant, there -

fore the Sut ler has not necefsa i ly to neglect the Sold ers 

to attend to them. 

Regul a r So ldi ers a r e u sually under good disc ipline, and 

are taught to act at all ttme s kindly towards the Indians , con-

sequently a pe r f e ct harmony exi sts between them, ~any of he 

Indians ar, so tar advance d in civil i z tion , that they are gree -

able atsociates f or the Off ic er a t the di fferent Hilitary posts 



in the Indi an count ry , and a r e t rea t ed with the respect usually 

extended to gentlemen 

A partial pe r mifsion f o r t he Indians t o trade with the 

Sutler, I am afr aid wi ll produce more dissatisfaction than if 

all were prevented . The season why one is allowed to trade with 

the Sutler, and another not, cannot be satisfactorily explained 

to a l a r ge po r tion of t hem, and but few of them can be made to 

unders t and the cause of the trading being stopped . 

Much more mi ght be s a i d on this subject, but I am afraid 

I ha ve al r eady sai d too much . 

J N Macomb 

Act: Adjt, Genl , 

U. s . Army . 

( OIA: estern Supt ' y File 

I am Sir Very espectfully 

Your obt Servt 

John Stuart 

Capt 7" Infty 

1001- 1235 . Ft . Coffee . S 1235 . ) 



Washington, May 14~h 1838 . 

Hon. c. A. Harris 

Commfsr. Ind. Affrs. 

Sir 

It appears to me that some judicious intercourse regu-

lations among the tribes within what we denominate the Indian 

Territory, are strongly urged by many important considera-

tions. The Bill now before Congress "for the protection & 

security of the emig~ant and other Indians west of the State 

of Mifsouri and Arkansas, &c." provides all that is necef-

sary for the present, But, should that bill not become a 

law, I beg leave respectfully to recommend that the Dept . 

take into consideration some other method of securing 

peace among the tribes, and between them and our citi-

zens. 

At present each. tribe has its own method of managing 

ita own matters, which it does independently of all others. 

Some of the tribes are in their native condition, and have 

no fixed rules of life more than naturally belong to un-

tamed savages. It is i n vain to hope for tranquility with-

out some international regulations which all can under-

stand, and to which all ·will consent , and by which all 

will reel in some measu~e bound, and for a breach of 

which restitution can be made to the injured. 

At this ttme the relation of the tribes to one an-

other is such as leaves them subject to the savage custom 

ot retaliation. While Indians live by hunting, and can 
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disperse widely, the e vi l s of tho custom of retaliation 

are lets destructive. But this is not the condition of 

the people under cons ideration . Seventeen of the tribes 

now with the Territory do not depend on the chase for 

subsistence, whil e t he indigenous tribes which have lit-

tle at home, find t he labour of the chase so unproductive 

that they are render ed increasingly troublesome to their 

neighbours. Among these twenty three tribes now compelled 

to remain together the evils of the law of retaliation 

will be insuppor table . 

Last summer, when I was in council with the Kicka-

poos complaints were made to the Agt. Maj. Cummins, that 

horses had been s tolen by people of another tribe, and 

relief prayed f or . The evidence of the depredation com-

plained of coul d not be doubted by the Agent, but he had 

not the power to r edref s their wrongs. They were left to 

feel that they mus t either bear the lofs, or make them-

selves whole by a simi lar depredation upon the property 

of others. A f ew days afterwards I was in council with 

the Peorias, when a complaint was made to their Agt . Maj. 

Davia, that a renegade band of Kickapoos has stolen some 

valuable horses. No doubt remained of the fact , but no 

relief could be afforded . A company of Kanzans last sum-

mer stole a horse fr om an Ottawa Chief. The thieves were 

overtaken, but said they could not re store the horse, be-

cause they were in gr eat want of a horse . 

The Osages have cla ims aga i nst the Cherokees for 

atolen horses. The Che rokees and Creeks, and I believe, 



also the Senecas, t he Senecas & Shawanoes, and the Quapaws 

all have claims against the Osages for property stolen by 

the latter. The claims of the two former tribes are very 

heavr and they threaten to take satisfaction in their own 

way. More than once matters between them and the Osages 

have atsumed a menacing attitude. 

Inatanoes l ike the foregoing are common. Even the 

late skirmish betwe en a marauding band of Osages which had in 

some measure broken of f from the tribe, and some of our citi-

zens, which result ed i n the lofs of some lives on both sides, 

might be traced t o the same prolific source of evil, towit, 

the absence of wholesome intercour regulations among the 

tribes. Many of the tribes are expecting the government to 

aid them in adopt i ng measures by which justice may be exer-

cised, and peace maintained , and this expectation, we have 

reason to believe, i s the cause of not a little forbearance 

of such as suppose thems elves to be injured. Procrastina-

tion may exhaust t heir patience and result in much evil . 

In the event , therefore , of the failure of the bill 

alluded to now be fore Congrefs , I would respectfully sug-

geat the propriety of calling a Council of Chiefs and princ-

ipal men or the several t r i bes, and of urging them to adopt 

such measurea as i t would be supposed would have a salutary 

tendency. The regulations might be t ew and s i mple, and they 

could be amended or mul tipl ied as t he i r want s would require, 

or aa experience ahould dictat e . 

I would recommend that the Council should be held at 
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Sir, 

Fort Coffee 

15~h May 1838 

I have the honor herewith to enclose you a uster Roll 

or a party of ChoctRw I nd i ans , thos arrived in the vhoctaw 

Nation the ll~h Ins. t . 

14 

At the same t imr, I beg l eave to inform you that , the 

small pox is progrefs ing rapidly in its course , am ong the Chick-

asaw Indi ans. They c ontracted the disease i n the state of Ark-

ansas whil e on their way to this country . The disease is at 

present not very f a tal . I do not know the number that have 

died. but I think it does not exceed thirty . 

~'ben I found tha t the small - pox was actually in the 

Choctaw Na tion, I sent a soldier to the Camps of the Chicka-
then in this vicinity 

saws,Awith orders to vaccinate as many of them as practicable , 

and at the same time , to vaccinate such of the Choctaws , as 

he might see, I have since sen t h im on two expiditions in 

the Cherokee nati on . He has vac c ina t ed Chickasaws , Choctaws 

and Cherokees to about the number of two thousand . He is now 

out in the vhoctaw nat ion, and will be kept engaged in that 

buisners in the different Indi an nations, until all of the In-

dians within twenty or thirty miles of this part are vac i nated . 

The vhickasaws have ·a physic an imployed f or a year, 

who is no~ out i n the r emote s ettl ements , '7ha t nurnber of t he 

Indians he has vaccina ted, I am unable to say . He vaccinates 

both Chickasaws and vhoct aws, 

Capt. Armstrong has not yet r eturned from 'a shington City, 



hich is the cause of ~y mak i ng this communication 

I am Si r very hespectfully 

C. A. Harris Esqr. 

Commifsioner of Indian 

Affairs. 

your bt Servt . 

John Stuart 

Capt . 7th Inf . ty 

(OIA: !estern Supt ' y File S 1001- 1235 . t . Coffee . 1001 . 
In t he first paragr aph of this letter , immediately before the 
word Choctaw i s a penc i lled insertion, 177 . ) 
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Fort Smith 4 June 1838 

Honb. C Harris 

Comr. Indian Affairs 

Dr Sir 

This communicat ion i s made to you, ~ith no wish to injure 

any one spoken of, nor do I entertain any hostile f eelings to-

wards any individual , but to the contrary am on terms of good 

fellowship with all alluded to , i n this document - It is to 

correct evils which are springing up to an alarming extent , and 

to point errors , and corrupt i on , and sugges t a remedy , that in-

duces me to wr te to you, I believe it your great wish to do 

justice towards tho e that i t has pleased your country to 

place you over, if I did not so believe, you should not hear 

from me, but I would have made this communication direct to 

Congrefs, and here , oul d have been Hutspurs enough, to make 

long speeches, ap oint Committees &~ to have cost he country 

at l east $100 . 0 • and no good perhaps re lting -
• 

·~en the Creek I ndian removed to this 1--egion Sam~ 

Mackey engaged to f eed them , he was honest , and found he 

could not get through, he th refore gave up the contract, 

and reli ed. on the govnt . to r el eve him f rom his bond , which 

I hope they \ill , as t is but justice to him , - he turned 

over all the provisions on hand , at cbst to Capt Stephenson , 

not attempting to speculate , on the govnt ~ had he done so, 

he could have saved h t mself and have made enough to discharge 

his bond to govnt. - Capt Stephenson for the govnt , then fed said 

Innians with their daily Rations , up to l~t April 1837 . (Refer 

to the cost of feeding these Indirns by Capt Stephenson and 



he had it in his power to f eed them as cheap as any set of con-

taobors) from tha t period to the ba l anc of their time· agreed 

by the Govnt, to f eed them, the contract was let to James 

Glasgow, James Harri son, Jas . S . Conway Gov: of the State, Tho~ 

T. Tunstall, and J ame s ~ . Breedlove Collector at N. Orleans , 

143 

(I do not know that all 'these name s are known to you in con 

contract but the s e are the pa rtners here) f or 9~ cents per Ration 

as per contrac t I t is this contr ct I inte d to spea~ of and to 

inform you, h ow it •as conducte , my · nformation, Sir is founded 

on fact s , nor need you be s u rpris ed that I was appointed one of 
r l t b e principal agent s , toge t her with M. Sam. .a key the other 

agent for t his Contract - but i n no one instance did I give 

my sanction to the f raud an bribary that I will herewith dis -

close to y ou - There were at the l~t Ap~ 37 about 16 200 In-

diana the Rat i ons for one month would amo , to about $ 44 , 000 , 

t he amo, rec~ by them , - Now let us see what it will cost to 

furnish this Rat i on - i t wil r equire 11 , 000 bu~ of Corn , and 

about 500,000 lbs beef per month , and Corn cost~~2} per bus, 

to put it at the different Depots, which ould amo , to $24 , 500 . 

The beef ration cost 4} cents p er lbs . which would be $22 ,500 -

Salt cost ' 1 000 , per mo - expenses of hand s , and agents $2000 

per month al l amount to 50 , 000 . Now si r I know that this is 

under the a mount whi chit cost t!e Contract to furnish one mont!s 

Rations, prov i d e d j ustic e had b een done to the I ndians - You 

see by this s t atment that a lof vould be sustained by con-

tract of Six Thou sand dollars per o , - row Si r th s contract 

has made $7 0 ,000 inst ead of l oos i ng money Recollect that all th 

corn, and Cattle ifsued by t h i s Cont rac t, was brought from ftif-



souri and Illinois -

The question suggest' s it s self how then , have the Con-

tract succeeded in, making mo.ney - I will explain to you as 
well as I can, for I am not gifted much , in making communica-

tions on paper - it is not my trade , but what I communica te 

I can prove by more than 20 :rea.pectable persons and for my own 

character I refer to the document presented in 36 by me to Sect .y 

Cass, r e com."llending me i n high terms , as a person qual fied to 

fill a military station of importance in tl1e 2~d Regiment of 

Dragoons, You were then Chief Clei~k of the War Department . 

There were t hree Depots , one 12 Mil es from Ft . Gibson one 40 

miles from sq. place , on the North Fork of the Canadian and the 

other 10 mils from l atter pl a ce i n the Neighbourhood of 

Apoholytha's, at each of these Depots , Capt Stephenson had his 

ifsuing Comm¥ 8 stat ioned , they received $66 . 2/3 per month , find 

themselves and thei r horses - they are generally men who follow 

on with the emegration, and have some squaw as a wife , men of 

. no character, - beautiful subjects for the eohtraotors, to use 

and do their bidding , such men Sir , are the guardians of these 

unfortunate people and to see j ustice meeted out to them by 

the greedy, specu ating Contractor - Capt Stephenson is not 

to blame for appointing s uch men, perhaps the govmt , does not 

allow him k~m to g ive hi her wages than stated say $66 . 2/3 

per mo - and a man wh o had capa ity and could not be bought 

would not sell his time for so small a consideration- Capt 

Stephenson never attended. an ifsue during the whole contract , 

eves had he been so disposed, his businefs at his office , 



took all his ti~e, hf is a ~eritorious officer and deserves all 

the Confidence that the Department has so judicio sly confered 

upon him - But Sir, these comm¥s is the men that the Contract-

ors had to deal with and they were found to be willing subjects 

- One receiv ed a bribe of One Thousand dollars , the other two 

received 500 each fo r t he ir honour and the Contractor was al -

lowed to Make his ifsue as he pleased - The f rst of their if-
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suing was made on the 5 of April for 10 days , the second on the 

15 Apl to the 15 ay then an ifsue was made to the 1~t of June -

They looked about them an found they must f a 1 - No hope for 

them - what as to be done , - they had engaged a large number of 

cattle and a quantity of corn from Illinois , hich would soon 

arrive - they ~oul fail and make up their lofses in the way of 

their bond by Selling out their provisions to the govmt - for 

the Ind i ans must be fed , and there would be no other supplies 

in the country but hat they had - and we will yet make Money 

out of the Contract, and pay our bond of forfeiture to the govmt . 

(Say I think ~40 , 000) Sir, I wa s called in Council with the se 

dark.and des ning men , and t e r efore am acquainted wi th all their 

secret springs, but thank Go I never gave my sanction to any 

such rascally plans, - and told them that I could not be hired 

to do any of their d rty work - ut to my disclosure - A steam 

boat arrives; what loads Ind an sup li es, - She br ngs the 

Inteligenc e of a large supply of prov sions being on their way 

to Fort Gibson . fo the In ians - tbere were many conjectures 
supnlies 

why and wher efore these ~Raiaae ere sent - but I fane d I 

saw through_i t - I t broke up their plans, and then they set 
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about indeed, to fil l t he i r Contract for feeding the Indians , 

and the plans was devi sed and executed , as stated on the other 

side of thi s pa pe r - Sandford the Creek Agent wrote you a 

devlish ugly le t ter about these p ovisions , which he red to 

me, and to ever y ~ oman or child that could understand , in 

this r eg ion - Bu t Sir let me tell you it saved the govmt . 

$500,000. fo r had the plans of the Contractors been executed , 

as d eve l oped above, it wou have cost the govmt . ~~1 , 200 , 0 0, 

to h ave supplied the Indians with rations - all the provisions 

would have been in the hands of the Contractors and the Ind i ans 

must b e f ed - they ·ould have had 25 Cents per Ration and there 

would be no alternative for the good Capt Stephenson , but to 

buy of them , - for the In ians must not starve - So s i r your 

foresi ght have done much, if not prevented blood shed - for 

when men are starving they bec ome desperate . I was once on the 

Pacific Ocean, with a party of 80 men from St Louis o \e were 

R days ith out provisions , and had no enemy to vent our spleen 

upon, the Stronger looked fierce upon the w aker , and noth ng 

but a h eart of a Lion, i n th bosom of ~ an , a hand that never 

trembled , an eye t hat never quailed prevented a horible dee 

buchering ther fellow man for foo - But s I am rom the 

subj ect -
Th e 15 of June the Contractors made a beef ifsue of 4 

os a t one time , the Cattle was ifsued on foot and not 

slaughtered .- Stoc Cattle Bul l s, Steers , these cattle the 

Indians r e ce i ved at 738 . lbs each - the arne cattle was averaged 

to the Contract f rom t he ifs ouri Specul ator at 425 lbs each 



which was a big av erage - Cheating the Indians out of 313!bs 

on each h ead - more than 1/3 of their entire beef Rat ion -

The Cor n came in s a cks, and was ifsued as the agent of the 

Contr-act saw fit - not one bushel was measured, no si·r not a 

bushel, t he r e was more than 1/3 of the corn Ration saved to 
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t h e Contract - for In st nee at the Depot at the orth For 

vrhere t he l argest number of Indian s was fed , it required 6 , 500 

bus of Corn per month - and the ifsue at that point di d not ex-

ceed 3500 bus per month - Cheating the Indians at this Depot 

3000 bu~ per mont h , the same course was pursued by all the CommY. 3 

a t the Di f f erent depots - I was stationed by the Contractors 

a t ebbers falls , t e nearest po nt to the Canadian Depot -

a d -:1here all the Corn , was depos ted , and received , for this 

Contract- I kn o7 ·every bushel that was ifsued , and all at 

wa s Received - and I pledge my life , fo~ the trust of •hat 

I wr i te - The next ifsue of beef was made about the l~t of 

October, to the expi rat ion of their tiMe , say some t me in 

December l ast - and the average of the same Cattle (those received 

f r om ifsouri) ~as still greater than the first big ifsue , they 

were i fsued to t~e In i ans nt 78 . lbs each - they vere pa i d or 

by the Cont ract as before tated at 425!bs ~ the Corn ifsue ~a s 

made to the 15 p ember . n the ay before stated - rom that 

time unt 1 t he Contract exp i ed for those In ians that were 

he r e ( the Creek ~/arriors hav ng not yet arr ved) their Corn 

Ration was purchas ed by t he Contrac tors say about 40 , 0 0 bus. 

a t 50¢. per bus , in spec e - whi ch closed t is Contract - Cnpt 

Stephenson offered this measure , and gave his Com .ys. posit ve 



orders, that s u ch an arrangement s~ould not be made , - but he 

was ove r ruled . by the I ndi ans who represent ed a f avourable Crop 

of Corn, a lso the Commys . Conf i rmi ng sa i d r eport - Novr Sir I 

kno that t h ere was not 40 , 000 bus o Corn made in the whole 

Creek n at i on old a nd new em grant s a l l put together the New c-
emigrat ion di d not e t to their new homes t me enough to build 

hous e s, . a k e f enc e , clear ground , and make a crop , e xeept in a 

f ew c ases - 7hat t hen S i r , is not the situation of these Ind i ans , 

t hat haq e b een suppli ed by , th s Contract; out of t 16 , 200 

p er s ons, not on ha l f of them have a mouthful of provisions , 

and a re entire dest tute , you may anticiprte the r e sult - The 

~20, 000 paid by the Contractors to the Indians fo~ thei Corn 

Rat i on enabl ed them to buy -that amount of 7hi skey Sir , I have 

seen 2000, In i ans ·drunk at the North fork of the Canadian, or 

Canad i an Depot in one day, this the Contractors had nothing to 

do wi th , but sir to my knowledge last year t here vere more than 

400 b arrels o whiskey sold ·- at this poi nt - Oh l the i sery 

and wre tche dne s , that presents i ts self , t o ones v e s in going 

a mong the s e peo_ le the el destroyer death , last ·yea vis ted 

nearly e ve r y house , and S i r I have wi tnef sed enti re families 

prost rat e ith s i ckn efs , no t one abl to ive help to the other , 

- a n d these poo people , was made , instruments o enriching a 

few unpr i nci pal ed and wi ck d ontract or s - And yet the ~orld 

will Ca l l the s e men hone s t . -

The Chickasaws and the balanc e of the , r eeks , are fed , 

by the same Contractors or a part of t h em say Jas Glas gow, 

Harrison and your old f r iend Sam~ ackey - Govt Con way havi g 

old out hi s i nterest t o Ma ckey - Cant' d oubt but wh a t the sa e 
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course is persued as Stated to you , i n the other Contract -

I do not doubt it, but I do not know it - But the same arrange -

ments are pursued by the govmts , in the way of appoint thei r 

Com.y.s and so long as that is the case there will be Bribary 

enough - The Cherokees a re expect ed here this year , most of them 

will be f ed by the govmt . for the sum allowed them for a years 

Supply is not Sufficient and they will prefer to be fed - the 

Seminoles will also be here or a part of them, if there is not 

a different course pursued by your department I tell you that 

by Septr 1839 there will be 15,000 people wi thout provisions 

and the contractors will b e enriched by their a~rangements -

Sir I will give you my views , and you can take them for what 

they are worth, or you may not take them for any thing , worth 

attending to - it is all very much the same thing . to me, but 

sir my position and int mate knowledge wi th Indians and Indian 
of 

character have put me in pof s e ss~on · !th fa cts that perhaps 

few~ individuals in this region a r e in thi s r egion acquainted 

with- and it is my wish t o avert theae things that thes 

facts are disclosed - Juctioe can b e done to the Indi ans , 

if you would appoint some man {none of your milk and Cider 

city ruffl e s hi r t men) to superintend all ifsues made to 

these people, he might ar range his ifsue days so as to be 

at all the different isfues for one nation of people . Let 

him be paid well , let h im be a man, that has no pri c e for 

his honor, but is above price , {these Contr ctors give their 

general agents from $5. to $10 per day - ~re the govmt . lefs 

able to pay th&l:n these Speculators - there are such men here , 

men who can attend to all the duties afsigned them, and see 



that t hings are done wright - Let these men report to the 

agent of govmt at Ft Gibson , or any other point he may be Sta-

tioned, and le t h i m report to his Superiors the number of Ra-

tions &~ &~ - Let no ifsue be made for more than one month at a 

time ,- for they will sell and waist much when such ifsues are 

made - for ~hiskey they will take the bread from their children 

to stpply the r everlast i ng thirst -

If you adopt this course perha ps you may avert and evil 

which is gathering in this Horizan , wh ch will burst over a 

f rontier people, vith ten fold vengeance , more s ev ere than any 

thing in the annals of Indian warefare 

Why should these people remain quit on your border , have 

they done so ~hen they were surrounded by a hite population 
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No ; they ave svorn the ir t eeth - and some of them have bit bad-

l y - will they not i n a f ew years be better able to go to war 

and present a stronger front , than they ever have been, have 

they not a Country o a thousand miles in extent to the Rocky 

Mountains whare they can retreat if they are hard pushed , Can 

you Chastize them in this v st region , if they were driven to 

ext remities . No , Sir n ver 

Turn your eyes to Florida Sir , \hat has been the cause of 

this war ~ hy brou ht about' You must answer injustice they 

wi shed to remain near the bones of the r farthers, - and you 

said .it should not be - They have cost the govmt . I am told 

$15,000, 000 , your armies have been defeated , many of your best 

officers have found a bloody grave - and yet they are not con-

quered - c an you picture to your minds eye , the carnage and 

blood shed , the murder and repine , that would follow , sh uld 



these Indians take up t he Ri fle and S ou~ the tossin of wa r , 

and why should they not, they are the same Indians - and you 

have placed them in a be t t er pos it ion to defend , - than they 

have ever been b e f or e - Beware then of the result - Let us have 

justice on our s i de ; do what you can to correct the evils - I . 

have point ed out t o you , and should you get in a fight you can 

go into i t wi th clear hands - you are a man of too much good 

mind to let what I have wrote fall to the gournd - should the 

Suprtd of I ndian. Affairs ( Capt Armstrong) be at ~ashington 

when you rece ve this ', ask him such questions as this Letter 
your mind. 

may ·sug est toA- he is too honest a man to equivocate and will 

tell, t hat the facts here stated is true to the very letter as 

he believes - Yet he could not apply a Corective for he is but 

one man and hi s Constitut i on would not permit him, even if it 

was a part of his duty hich I believe is not - to attend the 

ifsuing Depots , where these r ascally and unheard of proceeding, 

have been practiced as stated -

A f ew more remarks and I am done, make no fufs about what 

I have here wrote you , what i s paf sed cant ' be bettered, it is 

what is t o Come , that I wiqh you to look t o - if you want proof 

of what I have here wrote , it i s a t hand , - nd I had a great 

mtnd to make t his cummunicat i on direct to Congrefs - but on 

reflection concluded I ~ould not , as I did not ~ish to hear 

endlefs speeches , made on a sub j ec t that can be corrected by 

other means - I have put you in pofsefs.i on of f ac t s , uncontro-

vertable, act,- Ye s Si r act - Correc t them it can be done - and 

it is with Mr Sect¥· Poinsett and you to apply the Corre·cti ve -

Instead of having 3 or four these unpr incipl ed Com.if .s em-

ployed at $66.2/3 per Month, giv e some honest indust r ious man 

a good price, and he will put thingg in order - a nd defeat 
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the plans of these keen sighted and mony making Contractors and 

make them do justice t o t he Indian - If you make inquiry ~f 

these Contra ctors a r e hones t men you will ·be told they are 

honest men, and that they may consider the Indian fai r game 

to practice on - Honesty .. like many other t erms used in this 

great wor ld, is more tal ked of than practised or felt - It is 

a Commendation all are ambitious to pofsefs - but fe des i rous 

to deserve - Ther e ' s many a one is cal led an honest man , who 
s t · 

noth ing knows of hone~ ' s inherent quality , except that he pays 

his debt s whe n they are due . Yet taken in the abstract that is 

no absolute t est of h5n esty - One man i ll pay his debts because 

he needs mor e Credit , another , b cause he does not love the tor-

ment of much i mportun ty and s o on t o the end of the Chapter -

but Sir, - t he arch Contractor who conducted this businefs, was 

James Har r ison, and what I have submitted to you, will not prove 

him hone st - though all the world to the Contrary 

I am done 

A. J. Rain s 

(OIA: Ve stern Supt'y ( Emi gr .) File R269- 289 . Ft . Sm th . R- 269 . ) 



Fort Coffee 

9~ Jtme 1838 

Sir 

In compliance with instructions received from General 

M Arbuckle, commending .the 2! Dep. Western Division dates 30' 

Ma7 to requi~e me .if possible to ascertain the feelings o~ 

the Indiana in this quarter, in relation to Texes, and Mex-

ico. I feel it to be my duty to make to you for the inform-

ation or the War Department, the following communication. 

In trav111ng in the Cherokee Nation for two days, 

in order to ascertain whether or not, the Indians in this 

vicinit7 have any idea of joining the Mexicans in a war 

against Texis, and having oonve~sed wlth _many of the prin-

cipal men . of the neighborhood, .. who have visited this part, 

I have found to my satisfaction that none of those residing 

near this place entertain any such idea, and but ve~ tew of 

them, have ever heard the subject mentioned, and when it 

has been spoken of, it has been in connection with a portion 

ot the Creeks, who are 1n _a ver~ surtering condition, from 

povert~, and want of provisions, and who cannot rals a crop 

thla 7ear tor the want of tools to work th~ir land _ with. 

That portion of the Creeks, it is supposed, would join 

Mexico, or would resort to any other expedient by which 

to be enabled to gain a subsistence. That portion of 

the aa'iea creeks however does not, from the beat inform-
to 

atlon that I have been able to collect, amount ~one-third 

of the nation, and are generally of the numbe~ who wer 
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robed by the speculators east of the Mifsifsippi, The re-

maining portion of the nation are said to be strongly in-
- . 

olined to be at peace, but some of them complain loudly 

the want of farming utensils. 

The most intelligent portion of the Cherokees ap-

pear to be well contented, manifesting but little show 

of d1aaatistaot1on on any subject. Their greatest com-

plaints are against the 20~h Section of the "intercourse 
' . 

law" which places restrictions on the whiskey trade in 

the Indian country. They say that the law is oppressive, 

and restricts their liberties as free citizens (as many 

of them call themselves, and which appelation many of them 

fro• their civilized habits diserve to bare,) They say 

that the "whiskey law" is worse than uselefs as it cannot be 

in~orced, to much extent, particularly as the Indians that 

wish to introduce spirits have all of the white men on the 

line, from Red river to Missouri - to help them, which is 

as t~e as holy writ, for all who have whiskey will sell 

it to the Indians·, and those who have not got the article, 

will not attempt to prevent the sale or ~t by others. 

The lets civilized of the Indians also complain of the 

unequal opperations _of the "whiskey law", particularly 

as it often happens, that one man will have a keg or 

barrel of whiske7 taken from him by the soldiers, where 

twenty others, on other roads and routs, will escape 

obaer7ation or detection. This oftin produces more 

d1aaat1ataotion than if all were to share the same fate, 



as the unfortunate a~ apt to believe that t~ey were partic-

ularly singled out, and their property taken, from some feel-

ing or malice. The Cherokees introduce larger quantities of 

whiske7 into their country, _from being more able to- trans-

port it, than other Indians, a part of which is sold to the . . ' 

Creeks, but their is leta drunkenefa among them, than there 

1s among any other Indian tribe _on this frontier, they of-

tin keep spirits in their houses in small quantities, and 

drink as white people do, 

The number .of whiskey shops now on the western bor-

der or the State of Ark~sas, according to the best inform-

ation that .I can collect, must amount to not lets than fifty, 

and possibly to seventy. The people of that state sell 

whiskey to the Indians of all olafses, and grades, and when 
. \ 

some of the moat sava$e of them become riotous at ever so 

greate a distance off, the whites pretend to be awfully 

alar.med for their own aatety, 

An other matter which has produced much uneasinefa 

among the Cherokees or this part of .the count~, is, that a 

report is in circulation among _them, and believed by many 

el-•k• ot the ignorant Indians. That Ridge and Boudenot, have 

an idea of selling a party of the . country. to the United 

States, to be annexed to Ark~sas, and that Ridge has _act-

uall7 son to Washington City for the purpose or making the 

sale. In event that this report be true, or even that 

Ridge baa made a proposition or the kind to the U. s. The 
him -

Cherokees will kill,~ and Boudenot ·both, and all other in-



dividuals connected with them, that they may tind in the Nation, 

and it is to be presumed that no honest man could blame them 

tor so doing - I do not think that it is the intention ot this 

part of the Cheroke~ Nation ~o molest either of those men, tor 

what is known to have patsed, but only in event of their doing, 

what I presume there is no probability that they will attempt. 

I have thus, tar and will continue to do all in my power to 

remove those erronious 1mprets1ons of anf at~empt being about 

to be made by any one, to sell their country. They say that 

they have _moved once, and som~ _ of ~hem twice, to accommodate 

the United States~ and that too, at greate sacrifice of proper-

t7 and comfort t~ ~hemselvea _ and families, and that they will 

never again remove, They also say that they will resist with 

arms, any attempt that ~y ever herea~er be made to remove 
. 

them, let the attempt be ~de in whatever quarter it may , I 
I think that ao far as I have been able to see and converse with 

them on this subject, I have removed the er.ronious 1mprets1on 

ot an7 one offering to aell thei~ country 

A aimular uneaainefs exists among the Choctaws, arris-

ing tram reports of a simular kind, which have circulated among 

thea, but the return ·of their deligation from the City of Wash-

ington, will set at reat their tears in part, and would do it 

ent1erl7, but tor the people of the western part ot _Arkanaas, 
' 

too trequentl7 expretaing opinions that they will eventually 

gain po•aetaion ot a part . of the Che.rokee and Choctaw Nation. 

T~ia ki~ ot tal~ h~wever, it . is believed the Indians ·will 

soon leJr.D to consider not worth ~1stinging to, but at present 

1t ia a very sore subject -. to them. 

l5.f.? 



It is not my opinion that any or the Cherokees or 

Choctaws in this quarter, have the very most distant idea or 

joining the Mexicans in a wa r against Texes, Neither do any 

portion of either of those tribes, none in this country, 

contemplate any kind of hostility t o the United states. 

IJ.'hey are sometimes heard to make complaints against the 

soverament ot the u. s., on various accounts, as the peo-

ple or the States, or territori es, .would complain against 

the acta of the General Government, but their complaints 

are not made in any t hing like a war spirit, which any man ot 

common aenoe can l ainly ~ee, but which corrupt men, or those 

unacquainted with Indians, t oo often oonstrew into such a 

spirit. 

The Cherokees on t he Arkansas as well as any other 

man, both white and Red, that ever I have heared exprets 

an opinion in relation to the t reaty made with a part of this 

nation, by the Rev~ ~: Sohermerho~, consid~rs it to have 

been made ~mproperly, to say the very least, . that can be 

said or it. and many of the Indians declatm very strongly 

againat it, and desire an alteration ot some parts or it; 

Rotw1thstand1ng that however, the people of the part of 

the nation, moat contiguous to this place , or so tar as 

~ acquaintlnoe extends, appear anxious f or their friends 

east ~ the Mitaitaipp1 to move to this country . Some 

ot those who have no relatives 1n the east, pretent to be 

opposed to the eastern Cherokees coming into this part of 

tbe Batlon, but when a party arrives they seem invar iably 
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to be kindl7 received by all, The reason of this e'PaBge 

alight objection to the removal, is that the ignorant Chero-

·keea in this country, seem to think that the land in this 

quarter, belongs to the portion of the nation residing now 

on it, and that either the eastern Cherokees, or the United 

States, ought to pay them something for the privilege of 

aettliDS in their country. This misunderstanding has 

arriaen trom the connection existing between the two par-

ties, having not been autticiently explained in their 

d1ftirent treaties, or not verbally explained by those per-

sona who have held treaties with them. The eastern Chero-. . 

keea however will in my opinion be kindly received here 

whenever they arrive. 

A very unfortunate occurrence took place on the 

e!h Instant, at Van Buren, a small village on the Arkansas 

river, about tive miles below Fort Smith, which I consider 

it to be my duty to 1ntorm you ot. A court was in session 

hioh drew to that place, an unusually great number of peo-

ple. ~e Ste~boat Fox bound to Fort Gibson, with two or 

the Creek deligation on board (Roley .Mointoiah and Derriaaw), 

on their return trom Washington City, with two other 1nd1v1d-

uala (John Mointoiah, and Cozens, his brother-in Law.) The 

boat tutched at the land~ng, When the Chief M0 Intoiah and 

h1s party went on the shoar, soon the party was surrounded 

b7 a nuaber ot men, at the bead or which, was a man who 

olatma considerable respectability in the place, who told 

the Chief and his party that, in consequence ot reports 



which had been recieved there, from the Creek Nation, he had 

been directed by the court to- arres t them and hold them as 

hostagea, The Creeks who had not had the very least suspi-

cion, that any thing improper was in conte~plation by their 

people, we~ greatly surprised at this strange and unauthor-

ized course, and ~mained for a time in a very unpleasant 

state ot suapence, when M~ Wilson one of the sutlars, at Fort 

Gibson, who waa directly from this place, and Who knew the 

charge of hostil1 ty on the p.a:rt of the Creeks to be entierly 

false, went forward and released the Chief and his party from 

any further moles tation. 

The man Who attempted this unfortunate and unlawful 

act towards the unof fending Creeks, (It is said ) was at the 

time, somewhat intoxicated. It the Creeks had have been con-

tined, o~ arrested i n a manner ~~ justify a prose~ution against 

the iDdividuals who made the threats against them, I would have 

~one every ~bing in my power to have had the offenders pros 

outed to the full est ext ent, but no one laid hands upon any one 

ot the party., neither wa s any attempt made to move them by 

force, 

The creeks come immediately to this place, and staid 

with me two nights, and a day, I done evry thing in my power 

to alla7 their irritated f eelings , and strongly indulge the 

hope, that I succeeded - I ~old t hem t~at it was ent1er~y ~o 

be attributed to drunkenets, and t hat they must therefore not 

conaider the act, as being aanct1o~ed by the good people of 

the country, who have too much sence t o suppose tor a moment, 



that there waa any danger t o be apprehended from the Creeks. 

One reason why t hi s late unf ortunate affair should 

be moat parti cularly regreted , i s that all or those Indians, 

were or the M~Intoiah party of the Creek Nation, who have 

been invariably friendly t~ the people or the Un~~ed States, 

ever since the war of 1813 , and took a very active part in 

that war, even agai nst t he mats or the people of their own 

nation, and that party have been at all times ready to diee 

1D forwarding the views of the ~ government of the. Unite~ 

States, in all matter s connected with their own nation, 

I am Sir very Respectfully 

your Obt Servt. 

General R. Jones 

Adgt. Gen! U. S. Army 

John Stuart 

Cap.t 7" rnr~Y' 

(OIA: western Supt ' y File s 1067 W 486. Ft. Coffee. 1838. 
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Sir 

Head Qr~ . 2d Dep t Vestern Di vision 

Fort Gi bson June 19th 1838 

I had the honor· on the 13th i nst to address a communica-

tion to you i n re l ation to a meeting at this post , between 
1 

c-

Intosh, an d his Ch i e f s , or the Chiefs of the Lowe1~ creeks , a.nd 

Micanopy and the Semi nal e Chiefs that had ari•i ved here; since 

then I have had an opportunity of meeting with several of the 

Principal Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation, and from thei1 ... decle.r•-

ations, I have no doubt that they are firmly disposed to con-

tinue at pe a ce , and that they will do all they can to insure 

its continuan ce , still i t i s certainly true that there i s much 

ill will f el t by many of the young men of these nations to the 

Unit ed States, or to our citizens , and to these may be added 

the greater portion of those that are very poor , and there are 

many i n t hat s i t uat i on i n each of the nations refered to , 

particularly among t he Creeks - Therefore there is no pos i tive 

c e rtainty that peace wi li be rna nta I} ed be tween the United States 

and t he s e nat i ons f or a great l ength of time , or f or any cer-

tain period , Yet it i s not probable that any seri ous difficulty 

wi l l take place in t h i s quarter - until after all the Cherokees 

a r rive in thi s Country , and ( it i s believed) not then , if 

Tre at y Stipulat i ons are regularly , and f ully complied wi th, 

and the tr bes in th s vi c ini t y are satisfied that our Govern-

ment fe els a p r o er i ntere t i n their welfare. To ef fec t this 

very desirable objec t , I am of the opin ion t hat I ndi an Agents 

should for s everal years , be r equired to make at 1 ast two 

visits a year , t o the settlement s of Indi ans under their 



charge, with the obj ect of encouraging them to cultivate 

the soil, and to ascertain what assistance the poor class 

actually require to enable them to live , and on proper oc-

casions to solicit the Gove rnment to furnish them with a 

few stock animals, spinning wheels , Looms , and fa rming 

utensils. - Attent ion of this kind is absolutely necessary 

to prevent the poor of the Creek Nation , and perhaps of 

other tribes in this vicinity from becom ng very retched 

in their circumstances as they cannot at pres nt obtain 

furs, or deer skins sufficient to enable them to provide 

themselves, and famili es with clothing 

I am decidedly of the opinion that the public good re-

quires that a position, at , or near Fort Smith should be oc-

cupied, at as early a period as pofsible and that tempora ry 

magazines, and store houses be constructed there , and p ck-

ited in (if neces sary until a more permanent work is com-

pleted) for the protect i on of Ordnance & Ordnance Stores (now 

at Fort Coffee) intended for the Militia of Arkansas 

This is deemed necessary as Fort Coffee could not , if 

closely besieged hold out long, from the fact t hat there is 

no water to be obtained within the pickits f or the use of 

the garrison 

This cummunicat ion has (perhaps) already refe r d to 

too many subjects, Yet as they all relate to the presel~a­

tion of peace, on this Frontier I regard it proper to further 

suggest fo -r the considerati on and decision of the Government, 

the propriety of the Comdg officer of this Depa r tmen t being 

author~sed to call into the Service of the Unite States 
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(when he is assured that a considerable portion of one, or 

more Indian tribes have determined to make war on our inhabit -

ants) the numbe r of Companies, Regin1ents , or Brigades (from 

such portion of the Indians as remain f irm in their at t acl1-

ments to our Gov ernment) as circumstances may require - Such 

authority i t is believed would be of very great service if 

discreatly exercised , as it woul d secure the continuance of 

Friendship with that portion of the Indians desirous of peace, 

and would probably overaw the discontented and prevent them 

from resorting to acts of hostility - It is not to be under-

stood that the authori ty above asked for , is to be used or 

spoken of except i n the Contingency stated 

I am Sir 

Very Respectfully 

You obt servt 

M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigd: Gen~ U. S.A 

To Brg Gen R Jones 

Adjt Gen 

Washi ngton 

(OIA: Western Supt' y Fi le Al4- 13 (suppl . ) Ft. Gibson . 1838 
A-14.) 
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t s •. Louis 23 June 1838 

"I patsed entirely through the country set aside tor 

the Cherokees, Creek s & Seminoles - The Country ot the first, 

ls a delightful country, & well adapted tor a people, who 

follow grazing. The Count~y ~f the two latter, is beautiful 

to look at, being i nterspersed with timber, hills & valleys 

in fair proportion , but it is wretchedly watered, which will 

be a aerloua obstacle to the settlement or improvement ot it 

b7 the Indiana - Upon the Rivera it is exceedingly unhealthy 

-I was told by good authority, -that at least 3000 Creeks 

• 

died laat year from fever & other cause~ - whole villages were 

depopulated - A few seasons like the past, & we need apprehend no 

d1ffloulty with t he Creeks. In addition to the diseases incident 

to a change of cl i mate, there will in all probability be the 

Small pox this summer , as it was amongst the Choctaws & Chicka-

saws on Ked River & Who are immediately South of them. Their 

Country ia now enti r ely deat~tute of game. In addition to 

all other evila, I never wi t nefaed a• much drunkenneta & 
moral debasement of every kind. My opinion is, if they had 
. -

any other country to emigrate to, where they could be r i d 
~ . - . 

of our Government , t hat they would abandon all . But not 

Without having firat laid wast e our en~ire frontier. I 

would not be afraid to hazard any t hing that before 12 

months, lf some acti ve measur es are not taken, the whole 

s. w. frontier Will have been l~id waste or made t he Theatre 

ot an exte~inating & bloody Indian War. The peraona, .how-

•••r residing on the frontier , who should cert ainly know 



better than mJself appear to be tranquil & apprehend no 

dlftlcultlea." 

(Western Supt•y File El71. Engineer Department, 7/12, 1838. 
Submi~ extract or a letter dated St. Louis 6/23/1838 from a 
gentleman of much observation and well acquainted with the 
Indians, etc. Xo mention of name of writer.) 
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C. A Harris Esqr 

Comr Ind Affairs 

Sir 

Choctaw Agency 

June 26th 1838. 

I recieved some time since from the Dept, a copy of the 

Bill reported to the Home of Representatives at the last Ses-

sion of Congress , for the government of the estern Territory, 

which I enclosed to Genl Sanford with a request , that when the 

provisions were explained by him to the Creeks to hand it to 

Govr Stokes for the Che rokees , when after being laid before 

them, to be returned to me , as it was an only copy , which I 

designed laying before the Choctaws. I however, did not re-

cieve it, and was unable to lay it before the Choctaw Chiefs . 

Upon several occasions, however, I expla i ned it to the leading 

men of the nation; and endeavored to remove the objections 

which they entertained to the Bill. In this I did not suc-

ceed, and I regret to say that the nation will with great 

unanimity oppose it, except that part which gives them a dele-

gate in Congress. The National Council of the Cherokees have 

decided against the bill, and in a conversation lately held 

with John Brown, one of the Che rokee Chiefs , he became quite 

excited when the subject was mentioned to him. I have not 

had a report from Genl Sanford, but in a conversation with 

him upon the subject, I understood him to say that the Creeks 

had made no decision. 

The other small tribes within this Superintendency have 

not been consulted upon the subject, as they for some time 

back, have been without an Agent. 
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I was not aware of the fe e l i ngs of t he Cherokees and Choc -

taws to the Bill, unt il t he sub j ect was i ntroduced to them, 

I was in hopes that when they should calmly review the pro-

visions of the bill, they would have felt differently . Ex-

pecting to be in Washington the latter part of March, with a 

small delegation of Choctaws and Creeks, and if the applica-

tion of the Cherokees shall meet the sanction of the Dept, 

with them also , an opportunity will then offer to explain more 

fully the bill and its beneficial results to the different 

delegations 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

~m Armstrong 

Act Supt Vest . TerY 

(OIA: estern Supt ' y Fil e A320- 322 . Choctaw Agency . 1838 . 
A-320.) 



Sir 

, ashington City 

14~h July 1838 

You having allowed me to paruse a communica tion over the 

signature of A. J . Rains written at Fort Gibson; in which the 

conduct & chara.v"ttr uf' ul ::~guw , Harrison , Tunstall Breedlove & 

myself are spoken of as contractors to supply Indian rations 

with no li~~le severity . I deem it my duty to all conserned 

to say to you that Mf Rains is a man without character & I be-

lieve that all the material complaints are without foundation . 

He acted for some months as Agent f or the company & M: Harrison 

informed me tnat he found Rains so gretit a "scamp" that it was 

168 

a discredit to the company to retain such a man as an Agent . uon-

sequently he wa s d i scharged - & this I have no doubt is the head 

& front of our i mproper conduct . 

C. A. Harr is Esqr 

Comf Ind i an Affa rs 

Present. 

P. S 

I am ve ry respectfully 

your ob~ Serv~ 

J. S . Conway 

Should you receive such cha~ges from a respectable source, 

the matter should wit hout doubt be examined into . 

J . s . c. 

(OIA: Western Supt'y (Emigr.) File C 737. ~Ja shington . ) 



Fort Gibson 25t July 1838 

Sir 

I herewith enclose my Quarterly Return of Property for 

the 2nd Quarter 1838 , on an examination of Voucher No 7 to 

this Return you will find I have ifsued no Blankets to the 

Seminoles, t he r eason of this is owing to the fact that dur-

ing the last year I found it necefsary to ifsue the Seminole 

Blankets to the Creek Emigrants. - This fact I reported at 

the time - The d estitute situation of the Seminoles is such 

that Blankets should be furnishe d them before the approach-

ing winter 

C. A Harri s Esqr 

Washingt on D. C. 

Very Respectfully 

Your Ob~ Serv~ 

Ja~ R. Stephenson 

Capt. U. s. Army 

Disbg . Agt. Ind . Dept. 

(OIA: Western Supt ' y (Emigr . ) File Sl lOl- 1114- 1201. Ft. 
Gibson. 1838. s - 1101 . ) 
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Honl J. Poinsett 

Secty at War 

S1r 

Fort Smith 27 July 1838 

About the l~t of J une I addrefsed a Com-

munication to ~ C A. Harris Comr . Indian Affairs , giving hi m 

a full detail ho v th ngs have been conduct ed on this frontier , 

for the last year - ho the Creek Indians have been Cheated by 

the greedy Cont rac t or of more than 1/3 of their Ration much to 

1 70 ' 

the prejudice of t he u. S- &9 &9 Has he submitted my lett r on 

these subjects to you , if he had not , call for it , and read it 

attentively, i t will lay open to you a course of fraud and bribery 

unparell ed i n t he h is tory of this frontier - I t 11 explain to 

you some of the causes of the many Complaints deep and long of 

these Indians 

From your high Station i n the councils of our Country , 

and your late humane pol cy ecommended to ards the Cherokees , 

and your gret wi sh that jus t ice in all cases should be meated 

out to these our red people , I appeal to you to correct the 

evils pointed out by me to M~ Har is - I am not disposed to 

bring thi s matte r before Congrefs, unlefs you treat my communi-

cation with silence, in that case I will be heard and have this 

matter investisat ed by the peoples Representatives -

I do not wish you to take my word fo r what I have wrote ,-

! have proof, witnefse's whoes word cant ' be doubted - H v e the 

matter therefore investigated, and do not pay any more money to 

these Contractors, until the'y can c l ear themselves ag !Ret of 

the charges against them -
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Genl Arbuckle Capt. W~ Armstrong and Capt Bonneville if 

they were appointed to examine into this matter would do justice 

to all concerned -

I should like to know if my communications have been re -

ceived 

Respy 

Austin ~. Raines 

(OIA: West ern Supt' y (Emigr . ) F le R269- 289 . Ft . Smith . R-289.) 



Sir 
. 

Head Qr~. 2d Dept .'Vestern Division 

Fo rt Gibson Aug 3d 1838 

I had the honor to make a communication to your office 

on the 19th of June ( last) on the subject of our Indian re -

lations on this Frontier , and it now affords me much pleasure 

to believe, that the Cherokees who were more unfr endly in 

their feeling s ( as I judge) than any Tribe in this vicin ty 

to the United Stat es, have become more satisfied , s nee they 

have heard of the l ate acts of our Government in favour of 

their Na t i on , and of the probability of their people being 

removed wit hout a resort (on our part) to acts of violence 

aga inst them. Yet there is much ill will between the Ross 

and Ridge parties , which may lead to acts of violence be-

tween them. 

The Cherokees (some time since) invited the principal 

men of the Tr ibes near to this, to meet them in the next 

month at a place selected to their new Council-House {about 

dfteen miles North East from this post . ) and it is not im-

probable tha t the result of the proposed meeting may have some 

influence on the i r - f u ure conduct , not that I believe any 

determination to go t o war will the n be decided on, as I do 
all 

not doubt that t he pri nc i pal ~hiefs, and wealthy men , of~ the 

Tribes in bhia vicinity , are , and .probably will continue to 

be opposed to such a measure , Yet I ndian Wars have not here -

tofore resulted i n consequence of a formal declaration on the 

.part of any Tribe, or have they i n many cases been encouraged 

by Indians of wealth-
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I have und e rstood t hat the Government has determined 

on satisfying t he Creeks for their losses before they left 

their former Country, and on their journey hither- Should 

this be true , I have no doubt, that Tribe generaly will be 

fully s ati sfi ed with the United States. The Choctaws are 

Chickasaws wil l continue to be friendly to our Government 

without some change t hat cannot be anticipated at present 

To, 

I am S r 

Brig Gen R Jones 
1 Adjt Gen •. 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

. Ar uckle 

Brev~ Brigd~ Gent U. S . A 

WasJ-1 ington City 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File Al4- 13 . Ft ~ Gibson 1838 . A- 13 . ) 
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Fort Gibson sth August 1838 

Sir, 

I herewith enclose two Muster Rolls , one of the Seminole 

Indians, and the other Seminole I ndian Slaves turned over to 

me at this place on the 5th inst . Statements of Letters re -

ceived and written in the month of July 1838 and statements 

of moneys on hand and received on account of Cherokee and 

Creek Remv! & Sub~ I have a Muster Roll practiclly com-

pleted of Cherokees who have emigrated under the provisions of 

the last Treaty, previous to those entered in the Muster 

Roll turned over to me by Lieut . Deas on the 23d June; so 

soon as it can be completed I will fo r ward it. 

A party of 349 Seminoles was turned over to me at this 

place by Capt. Morrison on the 28th June - a correct re- muster 

was mad on their arrival containing the necessary remarks 
. 

w~ich was signed by me and delivered to Capt. M., a copy of 

this Roll supposed to be correct was left wi th me , and it was 

not discovered to be incorrect until after the departure of 

Capt. M. from this place~ I have written to him for an exact 

copy of the Roll he has, and so soon as I receive it, I will 

transmits it to you - The exac t nunber of Emigrants, I have 

on my Rolls, so that in t he issue of Provisions or Presents 

no mistake can be made. 

To 

C. A. Harris Esq 

Com. of Indian Affairs 

ashington D. c. 

Very Respectfully 

Yr. obt. svt. 

Ja~ R. Stephenson 

Capt. U. S. Army 

Disbg. Agt. Ind. Dept. 

(OIA: western Supt'y (Emigr.) FileS 1101-1114-1201. Ft. 
Gibson. 1838. s-1114.) 



Sir, 

Little Rock Ark 

August 16~~ 1838 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your com-

municat ion of the 3oth July (rec ' d on the 15thinst) appointing 

Tho 8 J Pew~ Hedgeman Triplette Esqr~ to be issuing Agent . un-

der the act of 7th July ' 38 for temporarily subsisting Indigent 

Indi ans ~e st -

Further appointments of subsistence agents , will I pre-

sume be unneces sary -

I have also t o acknowledge the rece pt of your cornmuni -

cation of July 28~Q (rec ' d this day) covering cop es of the 

regulations f or c rying said act into effect . 
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I have , for the purpose of fulfilling these instructions, 

and carrying into effect the spirit of the act and the benevolent 

views of the Department - written to Capt ~ - Armstrong Actg Sup t 

estn SuptY - r equesting him to suggest to the agents and sub -

agents within his juri s~iction the adopt on of such measures 

as his long experience and intimate knowledge of the true sit -

uations of the Indians , may deem proper - so that imposition 

may be avoided - and justice done -

I have also sugges ted to h m - and would now beg leave 

to submit f or your considerat ion and dec ision - whether the party 

of vhoctaws that emigr ted this sp ng under aj Stua r t, in a 

very destitute nnd wretched situation - and for whose subsist-

ence no provision was made by the Dept . are to be considered 

as coming under the provisions of thi s 1 w? These indians are 

now being subsisted by Hess Glasgow & Harrison, by directions 



of Capt Armstrong and myself - In fact they have nearly re -

ceived their year s supply of sub~ and the question would 

rather be - whether the Co~r shall be paid from this appro-. 
priation or from the funds in my hands . applicable to the 

Reml & Sube of the Choctaws - It will be remembered that 

these indians, by their delay in emigrating had forfeited 

their right to the years supply of sube from the Government -

Col Logan, Creek Agent , has been requested ~~ enroll 

such of the Creeks and Seminoles , as , from causes specified 

in the regulations (copi es of whi ch have been furnished him) 

will be entitled to the benefits or the act - He will be 

assisted by Capt Stephenson -

Mr Harris, Special agent for the Osages, has be·en in-

structed to enroll i»i~ those families and i ndividuals, be -

longing to that tribe, that he knows , from unavoidable circum-

stances, are entitled to the benifits of the act - and will be 

really benifit ted thereby - Believing that he {Mr H) will have 
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a very difficult and arduous task to perform - and as it will 

be necessary to send his instructions from For t Gibson to the 

Osage Agency, by express , I have requested Capt s tephenson, to 

employ a competent person of character and business habits for 

that purpose, so that he may remain with Mr Harris, (if thought 

necessary by that gentlema.n) and assist him in discharging 

this duty. 

Mr Calloway, sub agent fo the Neosho Dis tr1ct - has been 

written to for the purpose of ascertaining the actual situation 

or the Quapaw Indians - the probability of their removing to 

their own lands this !all - and their means of sub~ provided 

they do remove -



From the last report re ceived in this office it appears 

that this tribe are in an unsettled and very indigent state -

.rJ1en they were removed .to their present location the country 
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was unsurveyed - it was hov1ever supposed by the Agent who removed 

there - Col Rector - that they were upon their own grounds - Un-

der this impression they were suffered to remain - open their 

fields, build their houses &c - and under this ' i mpressi on they 

received their years supply of Sube from the United States -

The lines have since been run and it ' is asertained that they 

are upon the }.ands of the Senecas, Senecas & Shawnees - Several 

attempts have been made by the tribe s concerned, to adjust the 

bounds of their country, so that the Quapaws can remain where 

they now are - There is not however the least probability of 

their succeeding - nor can I believe that any such arrangement 

would be sanctioned by the Gov't - As an excuse for not remov-

ing, the Quapaw s plead thei r extreme poverty , and utter inabil-

ity to subsist themselves, during the period that will be nec -

essary to ouild their houses and open their rields for cultiva-

tion - and on the other hand , they excuse their present i dle and 

vicious course bv saying that they are not upon their own lands, 

altho' where Government place d them ; and i f ever so industrious, 

they may be driven off .at any moment, and t hus lose the fruits 

of their labor. Unde r these circumstances ~ i t appears to me 

that th~se indians would come under the act - provided - they 

should remove immediately - Mr Calloway has been cautioned not 

to make any promises to the Quapaws, but s i mply to asertain 

upon his own responsibility, their disposition to remove , pro-



vided they can be assured of the means of subsistence -

I would observe that the Quapaws possess the means of 

transporting themsel ves - and t he ir removal coul d be conducted 

by their Agent and far mer , without expense t o Govt -

The matter is respectf ully s ubmitted fo r your consider-

ation. 

c. A. Harris, Esqr. 

comr Ind Affs. 

ashington City. 

I am Sir 

very r espec t ful l y 

y r mo obt Srt . 

R. D C. Collins Ca pt U. S . A 

Pri n i il Di s Ag~ In. Dpt 

(OIA: 1estern Supt'y (Emigr . ) File C 790 . Li tt l e Rock . ) 



Westport , Jackson County, Mifsouri 

Aug . 21 . 1838 . 

Hon. C. A. Harris 

Commfsr. I nd . Affrs . 

Sir 

I wrote you a f ew days since respecting a general Coun-

cil of the tribes called by the Cherokees . 

The Delawares & Shawanoes who were in the Florida Cam-

paign, are, I am i nf ormed, somewhat uneasy about their pay . 

Fearing that some mischievous Indians at the Council might 

take advantage of this circumstance and corrupt the minds of 

the Delawares & Shawanoes , I would respectfully suggest the 

propriety of directing payment to be made as soon as practica-

ble. I am aware that there has been no improper delay on 

the part of t he Dept . and I mention the circumstance for no 

other reason than that afsigned above. 

An imprefsion pretty generally prevails among the In-

dians in this quarte r that some unfriendly design exists in 

the south. I shal l t ake measures by which to ascertain all 

that will be said and done at the Counc i l , and shall respect-

fully ask l eave to communicate to you information of every 

thing or interest. 

With great respe ct 

Sir 

Your Obt. Servt 

Isaac M~Coy 

(OIA: Ft. Leavenworth File M456. Westport . 1838 . ) 



Copy 

at 
Lima August 21 • 1838. On Red River 

Texas. 25 Miles East from False Washita 

Dear Sir 

I send you by the bearer the rollowing intelegence which I 

hope you rill have comnun1cated to Co1 Vase without lof's of ti • 
'!'here is at this time on the head waters of the River Trinity • and eat 

of said rinr, and on the Sabine both North and South , various tribes 

of Indians and Mexican Officers prepared tor battle, and may now be 

oom1 ting hoat111 ties, the Delawares are cro:f'aing Red River, and it is 

believed to join the other tribes. Mexico has had her Officers since 

18¥ laet in actual service in buying over the Indians both o:f' Texas 

and the United States and they have succeeded Numbers of Chrokeea ha,. 

orotae4 Red River, and have :f'orme4 a rendezvous at the Cherokee To1111 

on the Sabine. You ~ look tor one general blow to be struck that will 

~ waate over the country from Nacogdoches to Fort Gibson unlets an 

~ of man be in readinefs on our frontier inmediately. I have just 

t1Jl1ahe4 making a curtail-ed translation of a Mexican .Tournal of one ot 

the Officers who was killed by one of our Young Men who had been taken 

priaoner at the Caddo Village, and the Spanish Officer wishing a pilot 

to so to the Deleware Indians in orcler to bring them into the campaign 

U..diately thought it likely that by a reward to this Young Man (who 

by the by Qs also a Mexican who bad been taken during the last Mexican 

ar) could obtain him as a pilot and an interpreter, to which the 

trlendl7 lfexioan. agreed, and on the ny to Red Rinr said pilot (whose 

- ia Alexander Pene4a and has 11 ved in thia neighbourhood this laa't 

180 



Eighteen Months) killed said Officer by shooting him and has brought as 

proot the Officers MUle Saddle and rigging his Sword and Apulets and 

gun, and also his books and papers and a copy of a letter from Genl 

nlaaola who is now at the head of an Array in Texaa. also the Journal 

of said Officer in which are shown to us plainly, not only that the 

Indiana are in motion but that a whole Mexican ~ are laying waste 

to '\he Country in which they DBY be at present, and also gives many 

ot the present moTaments of the various Officers and Indians, too lengtbl1 

to gt•e you at present, but I send you a copy of the .rournal to the Co~ 

which I hope he 11111 consider upon iDDediately and return us an answer 

Youra &C 

(Signed) A. s. Wright 

R. B. 

I had to translate the .Tournal in a hurry, and it was written in 

pencil, waa dim and difficult, but though I have curtailed • I have 

giftD the ala and substance. Errore excepted. 

A. s. W. 

We do hereby certity that the aboTe statement is correct and are 

willing to be qualified on oath to the same 

(Signed} 
Daniel )&)ntague 

Seth Parker 

Aaa Hartfield 

B. B. D Montague is Col of the Militia am Surveyor General Seth Parker 

ia Depu't7 Sur...eyor of thia Couaty (J'arming) As a Hartfield farmer 

(Signed) A. S. Wright 



It is the wish of the people here that so ~ch of this as may be 

thought proper JD8Y' be incerted in one of the Arkansas papers. I Wight 

JOU aa I sm somewhat acquainted with you and not acquainted with the co! 

(Signed) A. S igbt 

I have just read a letter in Spanish trom General Filisola In 

tbe which the General gives his orders to his Officers that are among 

the Indi8ll8, he orders them to offer the Country entirely to the In-

diana, and those who partake in the War, and all goods chattlea &C. 

taken to be held on reserve, and plasure, on deposit to be equaly divided 

at tbe close Of the War. That DO time is to be lost, to have Tarious 

utraordillary poets tor quick CO"'Dlmioation to him. That he may send 

a double force to the weakest part, to, stop at nothing to make One 

ge~ral ruah, and conclude the War at one blow, he does not care in 

what way, to eave the families and Children as hostages for the Govern-

•nt, to dispose of at the end ot the war. 

(Signed) A. s. Wright 

(OIA.: We•tel"'l Supt'y J'ile A45:S Cbootaw Agy. (A455)) 
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Sir, 

Head Quarters 2g Dept . . Division 

Fort Gi bson , Aug . 27~h 1838 

I am t hankf ull t o you fo r your letter of the 28~h ult. 

and the papers accompanying it , which were received by the 

last mail . 

I regret that I am not at present prepared to furnish 

you with any materi al information in relation to the best 

manner of affo rd i ng relief to the most needy of t he creeks 

and Os ages. The sum appropriated in part for the benefit 

of t he s e Tr ibes will do much good if justly employed, and 

will ass is t t he Osages , (on the Cherokee land ) to remove to 

t hei r own reserve, ( i f it can be so used . The Osages referred 

to, ought cert ainly to remove within the present year, from 

the Cherokee country , and some means should be taken to pay 

for the prope r ty they have stolen from the Creeks, Cherokees 

and ot he rs, during the last seven years . 
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I t i s probable that in justi ce , some of the Che roke e 

emigrants, who have arrived here this summer, and have received 

money in li eu of rat i ons ought to rec eive some benefit f r om 

the fund intended f or the benef it of indigent Indians , as the 

Crop in thi s country i s very indifferent and provi sions of 

every kind scarce and dear . Independent of this, many of the 

emigrants, are very indiscreet i n the use of the money they 

receive, in consequence of whi ch the i r fami lies are liable 

to suffer. 

The Seminoles a r e yet encamped i n the vicinity of this 



post; they are without tools to enable them to construct cab-

bins before winter, and they are extremely destitute of cloth-
there 

ing, and have received no blankets since their arrival be ng ., 

none here to spare to them 

I am Sir 

very Respectfully 

Your Obt . Servt. 

M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigd~ Gen~ U. S.A 

To 

C. A. Harris Esq-

Commr Indian Affairs 

Washington City 

(OIA: IIJestern Supt'y File A451. Ft . Gibson . 1838.) 



(O:U: Western Supt'y File A455 Choctaw Agy. (A455)) 

Choctaw Agency 

August 31st 1838 

Si~ 

I received a copy of the enclosed tromM~ Doak who lives on Red 

R1••r the writer ot the letter is said to be a man of ~espeotability and 

'truth. I have no doubt that attempts are making to enduce the Indiana 

'to join the Mexicana. The Shawnees and Delawares and Kickapoos who 

li~d on Blue have orotaed to the south side ot Red River opposite the 

IDUth Of Waahi ta. There is about Two hundrd Warriors in these tribe a, 

they resided in the Choctaw Nation until the Chickasaws came over and 

begin to aettle around them, since which they have lett. There are also 

a tn Creelta and Choctaws living in Texas, which with the Cherokees and 

Cac14oea they number aome eight or nine hundred Warriors, there is a man-

iteat d1apoait1on on the part of the Indians to join the Mexicans. They 

hol4 out the inducement ot giving the country. Should ditficultiea arise 

in 'l'exaa and the Indians be induced to cooperate 1ri ~h the M3xicana, 1 t 

w1ll be almost tmpoaible to prevent the tribes on this frontier from 

jo1D1Dg particularly the Creeke and Cherokees • and the Choctaws to some 

extent 

I have thought 1 t proper to send you the enclosed, there baa no 

doubt been 118x1can 1Dd.aar1ea amo~~gat the Indiana. It is very probable 

howeveJ" tb&'t the a'htement -Y be aomnbat exaggerated 

r 0. A. Barria Eaq. 

r r.n'4 .utaira 

Reapeettul.l.7 
t Yr. lb. Obt. Serv. 

ffA .Armatrouc 
t Act. Sup • W. T. 
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Sir 

Choctaw Agency West 

September 4t~ 1838 

On the 31st August I had the honor to enclose you copy of a letter 

to K1" Doak: upon the subject of an expected attack by the Indians upon 

the tBhabitanta south of Red River. A considerable number of TOlunteers 

baYe asaembled about fifteen Ddles from Towson near Jonesborough in 

what is called Miller County with an intention of proceeding up the 

Red River to the Sulpher Fork as tar as there is settlers, and on oppo-

aite the mouth of Washita where it is said the Indians have afsembled. 

I haYe great tears of a portion of the Indians within this Superintend-

enoy joiDing in the War, Or that the defeated party will take refuge 

in this Nation, and that depredations will be committed which may finally 

produce serious diffieultiea. I leave i n the DJrning for Blue and Boggy 

where the largest body of the Chickasaws are, and probably may go out 
·. 

w the Washita. 

I will imprets it upon the Indians to remain w1 thin there Country; 

and not to enter the contest. I had the honor laet Winter to lay be-

tore you a communication from the Chickasaws requesting a Fort to be 

located near the Mouth of Washita. The importance or a Fort somewhere 

Dear there is apparent, and unlers the Chickasaws have protection they 

will uot aettle in the District or Country arsigned them, and even those 

that are o~ Blue •Y leave their homes and come further down tor protect.on 

r 
carJ A. Harria Baq. Co- ot IB~ Attaira 

Reapectfu.Uy 
t t Yr Mo. Ob Serv• 

JIA Armatrong 

Act Supt W. T. 
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Sir, 

Lit tle Ro ck Ark 
th Sept 10 .. 1838 

Herewith I have the honor to forward an estimate of funds 

due for subsistence already furnished the Creek and Seminole 

Indians - retur ns for which have this day been received . 

Viz. 
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At the Ufally de pot i n the months of April and May 1838 . 82 . 537 Ration 

At the North fork of the Canadian in the months of 

April May and June, and ·at Ufally Depot in the month 

of June -

To Creek emigrants during the months of July 

August and september -

To the Seminoles during the months of June July 

August and September -

Number of r ations for which returns are received -

In addition to the above there are about 4 , 306 

Creeks to be subsisted from Oct 1~~ to 20~~ Deer 

1838 - say -

Also 1633 Seminol~ s from Oct 1~~ l838,to April 1839 

For whi ch no returns have been received -

319 . 805 " 

396 . 640 " 

164 896 II , 

963 . 878 

348 . 786 " 

297 . 206 " 

645 ,992 

The above provisions have been issued under the contract , 

exchanging the provisions of the Gen~ Depot for fresh provisions . 

C.A Harris, Esqr. 

Comr Ind A!!s. 

ashington City 

Respectful ly 

Your mo obt ervant . 

R. D C. Collins Capt USA 

Prin . Mil Dis Agt 

( OIA: estern Supt'y (Emigr.) File C 821 . Little Reck.) 



Little Rock Ark 

Sept 12th 1838 

Sir, 

Enclosed I have the honor to forward statements of the 

amouht of subsi stence issued to the Creek and Sem nole and t o 

the Chickasaws by ~ess Glasgow & Harrison , Contrars nd for 

which returns are now filed in th s office ,- also of the amt 

of subsistence yet to be issued to said emigrants . 
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The subsistence is iit/i~/~i furnished under the Contract 

made by Capt Armstrong and myself with ~ess Glasgow & Harr ison 

exchanging the provisions of the General and vhickasaw depots 

far fresh provi sions. 

There is already due the Contractors on acc ount of the 

Creeks and Seminoles ~120 , 584 . 75, and a further sum of 80,749 

will be required to complete this years subsistence - mak 

in all $201,333 . 75 fo r the Creeks & Seminoles . 

There is als o due the said Gontracto s , for subs istence 

furnished the vhickasaws, $132 ,043 . 80 and a further ·sum of 

$80.934 will be re quired to complete their subsistence - mak n 

in all ~2 12,977 . 80 or the subsistence of the Chickasaws . 

From the above there is to be deducted the am 1 t to be 

received for the provisions , tu ne n over to the Contractors -

say about ~ 80,000. 

The exact sum due fro . the contracto s fo~ these provisions 

cannot be exactly stated - ~r Kingsbury not hav ng made his re-

turns, He i s now on his way to this place from the frontier, 

and immediately upon his ~rrival, I will forward a complete 



statement, ~ ith returns covering the whole business , both for 

the Chickasaws and the general depots . 

C A Harris, Esqr, 

Com Ind Affs, 

Washington tJity 

Very respectfully 

yr mo obt svt 

H. D. C. Collins 

Capt . USA 

Prin Mil Dis Agt 

Enclosed will also be found the contract , made b. Capt Armstrong 

and myself, exchanging the vhickasBw provisions, 

R. D C. C. 

(OIA: •estern Supt'y ( Emigr.) File C 821. Little Rock . ) 



Abstract of Proposal s for furnis hing Indigent Indians with 

Subsistence by Capt R. D. c. Col lins U s A Prinl MilYDisbg 

Agent for the removal and Sube of Indians . 

John Dillard 16 Fort Gibson 

Joseph Cooper 15 5 Payette Mo 

StClair Johnston 16 5 V'lashington Ark 

Daniel E ~lilliams 18 II II 

Saml C Owens 15 4 J ackson Mo 

Elijah Pull earn 17 Chi cot Ark 

Glasgow & Harrison 14 9 Little Rock Ark 

John ' Johnston 15 " n 

All of the above proposals were rejected . 

Little Rock, Ark. 

September 15~~ 1838 

R. D C. Collins Capt USA 

Prin . Mi l . Dis . Agt 

(OIA: We stern Supt'y ( Emigr.) File C 829 - 841-864 . ittle Rock . 
c 829.) 



Sir, 

Li ttle Ro ck , Ark 

Sept . lS~h 1838 

Herewit h I ha ve the honor to forward an Abstract of the 

proposals received fo r furnishing the Indigent Indians ve st 

with subsistence. The proposals were all rejected by me , as 

being too high - and after three days, endeavoring to make the 

best possible contract , I have finally closed with Me sst~ 

Glasgow & Harrison at fourteen cents & seven mills (14 . ¢ 7~~) 

No responsible pe r s on being found willing to take the contract 

at a less pri~e . 

Thi s pr ice , i n comparison with that at which contracts 

have fo r merly been taken appears very high - but when all the 

circumstance s d i rectly connected with the subsisting of Indians 

are taken into c onsideration, it is not in my opinion too high 

In t he first place there will be about 30 . 000 Indians to 

subsist upon thi s f rontier , by Gov ' t - estimating the indigent 

Indians at 6, 000 - the Cherokees at 16 . 000 - the Seminoles at 

2,000 and the vhickasaws about 6 , 000 . This circumstance alone 

has more than doubl ed the price of provisions with n striking 

distance of t he Indian Country, Another reason is, that the 

large quantiti e s of Beeves that have been required during the 

past two year s f or the subsist ence of Indians: and purchased 

by drovers f r om other states , have reduced the stock to the 

actual wants of the community . - and rendered it impracticable 

to gather a large drove of cat t l e , unless , by sweeping a wide 

extent or country - and paying the most exorbitant prices . 

On the frontier where corn could f ormerly be bought for thirty 
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seven and a hal f cen ts , two dollars is readily obtained . _ and 

through this St ate l a ge d roves ofcattle ha ve recently been 
per pd 

sold at five and six cents~and still higher prices are asked . 

The citizens of this State (and I may add Miss ouri) are fully 

convinced , that a large force of mounte d men wil l be required 

and stationed upon the frontier of this State and Missouri . 

19 2 

They a r e convinced of this fact not only from their own observa-

tion, but also from the movements and opinions of the military 

commanders of this d i vision , - and from the t one of the public 

press. However fall acious these latter reasons may prove , they 

nevertheless exercise a powerful influence , in inducing them to 

hold b ack t heir supplies . Added to the above reasons i s the 

fact t hat not more than half crops of corn , have been made up-

on an average through t be Western States . 

The contrac t ors depend upon obta ning their corn in Ind 

or Ill. and boating it up the Ark 8 River - and to give you an 

idea of the unc ertainty and cost which attends this method of 

obtaining supplies, suffer me to refer you to the following 

facts, which ome under my o~n obs ervation . In April last Me s s 

Glasgow & Harrison purchased 10 . 000 bushels of corn i n Ind . 

for t he sube of Inds on this fronti er - and not withstanding 

they have made every exertion possible, f or that purpose , not 

a bushel of this corn has ye t reached the Ind Count ry . - a part 

is at t he mouth of the river - a part here - and the remainder 

in Keel boa t s be t ween this and Van Buren - Owing t o the extreme 
made 

low stage of t he r i ver they have~every exertion in vain - and in 

consequence of the di sappoi ntment have been obliged to pay 
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186~~ as high as three dollars and fifty cents per bushel for 

corn, to meet their engagements to the Govt . 

The probability that ha l f if not three fourths of the 

indigent Ind~ to be subsisted will be Osages rendered the 
/6idders7 ' 
~ontrac~ors, unwil ling to engage on the business - and in 

estimating the cost of the ration it was not expected that 

half tMe quantity of corn required could be obtained at the 

nearest white settlements to the Osage Villages . 

In estimating the cost of said ration , i t is also t o 

19'3 

be recollected that by the t erms f the agreement the Contractors 

are oblige d , in every case to slaughter the beef neatly , and de -

liver it to the heads of families , some monthly if required -

instead of delivering to large companies, upon the hoof , and 

for long periods, as has heretofore been the custom, - and that 

double . the number of depots will be required that has hereto-

fore been customary for the same number of Indians . 

That vou may be enabled to form a better opinion of the 

expense that 0ontractors are at over and above the cost or the 

ration, permit me to observe that Mes s Glasgow & Harrison have 

had upon an average, nd have now , in their employment, and 

connected entirely vi th the sube of I nd ians, fifty men . Two 

or these at a sala ry of ~p2500 per annum,- none less than $1- per 

day - and from that sum to 3$ s per day - averaging about ~1 . 75i 

per day. 

C.A.Harris, Esqr 

Comr Ind Affs 

aahington City 

Very r espec tfully 

your most obt Srt . 

n. D C. Collins 

Capt USA 

Prin Mil Dis Agt 

Western Supt ' y ( Emigr . ) File C 829- 841- 864 . Little Rock • . ) 



Estimate or funds required for the Subsistence of Indigent 

Indians 

For the ~ubsistence of Indigent Indians for the 
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months of November December & January next ensuing ~?50 . 000 00 

Little Rock Arkansas 

September 3oth 1838 . 

R. D C. Collins 

Capt . USA 

Prin . Mil Dis . Agt 

$50 . 000 00 

(CIA: estern Su t'y (Emi gr .) F~le 829- 841-864 . Little Rock. 
C-864.) 
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To the Choc t aw Council now in Sef s i on 

The undersigned have been nstruct ed 1y the Dept of 

Ind Af frs . to submi t to the cons deration of the Cho '•tawe 

the accompany n ill , whi ch pafs ed the senate at the last 

sef sion of Congref s ent tl ed· ' A Bill to rovi e for the 

secu~ity and pr a t e t on o t h emigrant an other Indian 
' tribe s ~:.'e st of the tatos of 11 fs ouri and _rkansas " 

Th prom nent po nts to '"'1ich at t ent on s respect -

f ully rcq' es t ed are the f ollowing viz . 

1st The Bil prop ses that t e count ry between the Puncah and 

Red r ivers anc South ',"est of he 11Iifsour l' vcr and. ·est of he 

State s of U f sour and Arkansas to the d i ~tance f t wo or 

t ree hundr e mil es , shall be set a pa r t exclus ve f or t e 

use of I n i n , exceptin the amount necefsa ry for 1ilitary 

Posts , for r oads and public high ways , and fo the ~es i dence 

of such persons as may b e. al l oved hy t e i ntercourse laws t o 

r e side i n the I nd i an country . 
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2~ That t e l ands granted to the tr bes several l y sha 1 be sec red 

to them by Pa t ents f rom h nited St te s , under such restric-

tions us shall certa n y prevent them or any po r on of them 

f rom bec om.i ng the p opert ' o an a o n r state or Terr• tor 

or of 1e ... nc i v uals o!' ompan es of ,, h te E r- sons . 

3~ T t a s uper ntendent w th a Secrctar be appo nted f or 

the I ndian Distr i c t above described . 

4~h That a Counc 1 compos d of eleg t es from the d ffer nt 

ribes shall b c nvened one a yeQr . 



e~h That the obj ec t of th annual r: ounc 1 shall e the pro-

motion of peace and f r endship amon the tribes , and the adop-

tion of such r egulations for the enefit of the conf e eracy 

as may f rom t i me to time appear necefsar· , and such I·egula-

tions , shall not take effect until approved by the Pr s ent 

of the Unit ed States , 

6~h That al l the t r ' bes · t! n th d str ct be at liberty t o 

join the confederac anc th same be required to d o i t w th-

out its consent . 

7~h That each tr· be may make ' ts own ·nternal regulat ons 

sonsistently , with those of a general nature 

ath That the confedera.t on may s nd a Del egate to res i e a t 

the seat of Gover 1e t of the nited Sta tes dur i ng each sef-

sion of Congrefs , to atten to s ch matters as the interests 
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of the Confed crat on o tl1e t r ibes or i nd i vi u ls severa ly 

require , who s hall be of Ind ian desc ,nt and an acknowledge 

membei~ of an I nn n tribe , and •rho shal l be ent itl ed to th ' same 

compensa t i on as t at of a .. ember of ongrefs . 

gth That noth ng i n these transact ons shall e e t t e obliga-

tions of exist n t~ atie s , 

Th e C t aws re re uested t o reply t o each of t 1 fore -

going pro osit ons , and to s a 'Nho t her t ey p :r•ove or i sap-

prove it . S ou d they d s ap I ov , they wi l l p ease to state 

what :rould l ease them in relatio1 to at articular pro 

s1tion , 

I t i s r·equest d that the answer be e; v en n Jounc 1 

o that such ·xpl enat ons ma c made a s may b nee fs a1· t o 



understanding betwe en the par' t:t es . 

ober 1st 1838 . 

Signed .m Armstrong 

Act ...,upt 

I saac .1°Coy 

' 1estern Supt ' y File A487 ( coy ) Ft . Gi on . 1838 . ) 



Sir 

Fort Gibson 

October 17~~ 1838 . 

I herewith enc lose two Est i mates ~or Treaty Articles de -

signed for Emigrant Seminol es and Creeks . 
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In your l etter dated 25~~ Augus t you state that from the 

quantity of Linsey and NQ of Hunting Shi rts reported on hand in 

my Quarterly Return 2~q Quarter present year that there will be 

a deficiency of these Articles for the number of Emigrant emin-

oles already arrived. In your calculation some mistake has 

been made - I have already made a full ifsue of these articles 

to all the Seminole Emi grants , and there is still on hand notwith-

standing a large lofs, (b~ theft and exposure) , 325 hunting 

Shirts and 3915 yards of Linsey-- In my ifsues of Linsey I have 

given to all fema le Emigrants over 10 yean s 6 yards and under 

10 years 3 yards, and to all males a hunting shirt . By reference 

to my Estimate fo r Seminoles you wi ll find I have entered 2500 

as the probable number that may hereafter emigrate - My only 

reason for entering this number is from s t atements mad - to me 

by some of the Seminoles now here who say that there are more 

of their people stil l in Flo r ida than are he re , exclus ive of 

Mi~suckies of whose numbers they appeared to be i gnorant . 

It may be well fo me t o state that the Seminol e 1• arriors 

claim a Rifle each, on promises made them before emigr tion, 

by Government Officers. 

By reference to my estimate of Tr eaty Articl es f or 

Creeks you will find all the info~mat ion your l etter requires . 

M7 Register of Creeks from which this e stimate is made calls 



for but 5057 heads of Famil i es, but when re - mustered on the i r 

arrival in t hei r n ew Count r y a great number of the families 

as entered on t he Rol ls consi s t ed of t wo and in many instances 

or three fami l i e s • . 
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In my ifsue s of Powder and Lead to Creek 1arriors I have 

been in t he hab i t of i fsuing t o each Rifle , one pound of Powder 

and two pound s of Lead . 

I have on hand upwards of 300 Beaver Traps , and from no 

document i n the Cr eek Agents Office or from any of the Creek 

Treatie s can I a scert a in who are the proper clai mants , on this 

subject I desire i nformation 

Very espectfully 

c . A. Ha r ris Esqr . 

Com. Ind . Af fai r s 

Washi ngton (D .. c ) 

Your Obedt . Servt . 

Ja~ R. Stephenson 

Capt . U. S . Army 

Disbg . Agt . Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: ~est e rn Supt ' y (Emi gr . ) S 1 221- 1 225 . 
S-1221.) 

t . Gibson . 
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un ni waiya Octr 8t h 1838 

To 

C t v·m t ap , Arms rong 

and 

Revd 'r Isaac ~ o 

Gent 

Your proposit on lai d before us on t e 5th Inst , 

accompanyinr, a bill to provide fo r the securit and protec-

tion of the emigrants and ot er I ndian tribes 'Jest o t e 

States of . ifsouri and rkansas as been du y cons dere , 
see 

and in reply have to state that ve cannot in \lhat manner e 

measure proposed i s cal cul a t ed to benefit our people in 

their present condition , but on tho ontrary ''.e believe it 

is one if adopt e . at vill create gr eat d ssatisfnction 

in our na ion an~ r esu t n evil consequences·. , .. e t erefore 

decline acce ting any of t e terms proposed in the b 11 ex-
• 

cept that pa r t whi ch p omises to se e to us our l ands by 

patent , This 'le expec t ed t e ove nrnent of the U lt ed t a tes 

to do agreeable to reaty stipu ation • le believe if our 

people vere permitte to r emain o t e r l ands under th r 

on internal re Gulat i ons undisturbed by too muc1 eg slat on 

over them by ongrefs , only such as they themselves may olic t , 

and re unerat e them in some measu e for the lofse t e have 

sustained by the policy of t ho Gover 1ent of he Unlted States 

in removing them iest they \'Jill be sati s f ed . '"'e ho. e been 

moved and settled in the ·rest under t e f r:m pledge of t e 

·0 



United States that our Country s houl d never be embraced 

within any State or Territorial limits , • e mus t the refore 

hope that Congrefs ill not inc l ude our Gountry n t e pro-

posed Terri tory , 1hich measure i f adopt ed , J 11 not be re -

ceived by our pe op l e n any ot er t ght 1an the f .rst step 
furt er 

to deprive t hem of the i r homes , and drive theL t o ard t he 
-~ 

setting sun . 

• 
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Fort Gibson, 22~ October , 1838, 

Captain William Armstrong and Brevet Brig~ General 

Arbuckle, having been appointed Commissioners to hold a 

treaty with the Creek Nation of Indi ans , and having ap-

pointed 1st Lieut S.G. Simmons 7h Regt . of Infantry their 

Secretary, met the Principal Chiefs of the Creek Nation, 

this day, who not being prepared to proceed with their 

buisness, the Commissionersadjourned, until the 13th of 

November, to give them time to appoint their Delegates . 

November 13~h 1838 

Owing to the inclemency of the Weather , no meet-

ing was held until the 15th Instant , when a por tion of the 

Creek delegates being absent, and the Weather still bad , 

the Commissioners adjourned until the 17th Instant. 

November 17~h 1838, 

The Commissioners met agreeable to Adjournment , 

and commenced the examination of the Claims, which had 

not been heretofore pr esented, and adjourned until Monday 

the 19~h Inst. 

Monday , 19th November, 1838, 

The Commissioners met agreeable to Adjournment, and 

Continued the examination of the Claims . 

Tuesday 2oth November , 1838, 

Finished the examination of all the Claims presented. 

Wednesday , 21~t November 1838 

This day the Commissioners made a proposition to 

the Chiefs as to the manner their Claims should be adj~sted 
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and adjourned unt i l Thu r sday the 229 I nstant . to give them 

time to Council Among t hemse l ves , previous to giving an 

answer. 

Thursday , 22cy November , 1838 , 

The Commissi oners met agreeable to Adjournment and 

the delegated acceded to the propos i tion m.ade by the Com-

missioners 

Friday 23~ November , 1838 , 

This day t h e Articles of a Treaty were read to the 

Chiefs , fo r the adjus t ment of the Claims of the Creek Na-

tion against the United States, who after suggesting a f ew 

Alterat i ons whi ch were made , s i gned it . The Commissioners 

t hen adjourned until the 1st day of January , 1839 , to en-

able the Secretary t o make out a Copy of the Accounts pre-

sented, and at which time it was expected , from information 

r ece i v ed , the Osage s would be in from their fall hunt . 

J anuary l~t 1839 . 

Captain Armst r ong bei ng absent, Bri gq General Ar-

buckle, met the 6sages i n Counc i l , but owing to the ab-

sence of s everal of t heir Principal Chiefs, (no buisness 

Could be t ransacted; runners we r e then sent to notify the 

absent Ch i ef s , ) ia~-9em adjourned t o await t heir arri va . -
i nst 

On Sunday t he 5th Ainformation wa s re ceived that a sufficient 

number of Chief s had arrived to ente r into a Treaty . Where-

upon Monday the 7th Instant, was appoint ed f or holdi ng a 

Council. 
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Monday 7th January, 1839, 

A Council was held agreeable to Appointment , when 

the Treaty fur nished by the Government, was read and fully 

explained to them whereupon, the Chiefs requested the next 

day to Council among themselves, in relation to the matter 

Contained in the Treaty upon which an adjournment was made 

until Wednesday the 9th of January 1838, at 10 o'Clock A. M. 

Wednesday, 9th January , 1838, 

Met the Chiefs in Counci l agreeable to adjournment 

when they declared their Villingness to sign the Treaty pro-

vided their School fund was not taken from them; and some 

Articles, such as Looms , ~eels , &c Stricken out, and others 

substituted in their place, finding them determined on this 

point, and that they would not form a Treaty on any other 

terms the Council was adjourned until Thursday the 1oth 

Inst, at 10 o'Clock, A. M. 

Thursday , 1oth January, 1839, 

The Council met agreeable to Adjournment when a New 

Treaty was read to them, which they agreed to sign and the 

next day being appointed for this purpose, the Council ad-

journed until Friday the 11th Inst, at 10 o'Clock A. M. 

Friday 11th January, 1839. 

The council met pursuant to Adjournment when the Treaty 

was signed and itnessed . 
Saturday, 12th January, 1839, 

This day a letter was received signed by the Principal 

Osage Chiets, the purport of which was , that they were appre-
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hensive, from their withholding their School fund , that 

the Treaty might not be rat i fied , they therefore agreed 

to leave it discretionary with the President , whether to 

take this fund or not , as he might think proper . 

M. Arbuckle 

lB~t S . C. Simmons 7th Inft 

Sec¥ to the Commissi on 

Brev~ Brigdr Genl U. S. A 
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For t Gibson I n~ Ter . 

ctober j22g 1 38 

C, A, arr i s Esqr 

Co :t;' I nS! ~ ffrs . 

~i r 

The unde r s gned having been instruct ed by ;ou under 

d a t e of t he l~t uc us t to endea ur o o ta n t e afsent 

of t he pr i ncipa l I nd i an tr es to _t . e r ov n of t e 

Se n a t e Bil of l a t Sefs on en it ed ".n. i for t ... e se -

c u r i t y a nn p~otec ion of e emigran an ot er I nr ans 

~o st oft e tate of r~ifsour and - r{ansas, " eg leave 

re spe ctfully to report that on t e rece ~ o· in true-

t i ons ~~ ~c oy p roceeded vit.out de a . to e vhoc t aw 

.'\.genc y an j o ned Capt Al'm trong 

About t s t ~e t e Annua v ounc 1 of t e C ae -
on y 

t aws afsemb .c a d pres ::>nted the,"\ opportun t. whic accox·d-

in~ to the C oct w Govern:ncnt , cou d o cur for re nt ng 

t he i ll t o te con deration of that . at on befor th 

next annua l oun il , 
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y s i ckn e f ,ap Ar r o g vas prevented rom attend-

i ng the Counc ~r . c oy att n e an submit ted the Bi 1 f o r 

consider at i on , I n order to fa ci- t a t e the t ta nmen of 

the i r ob jec t t e unde rsign ed had re pare a wr t ten do cu -

ment p resent ng d s t i n c tly to c r m n en i 

concern ng ,,, i ch the opinion of t c Jou , as des red . 

c opy of t his d ocu rr.ent is here ith submit .ed marked A. 



• 
The conduct of t e Coun il wa s cou teous an I espe.ctful . ts 

answer is herevJi th respect ull~r subn.itted , marked 

From the ma nn er i n 'i hi J ~ he pur·port o t e Bill 

as stated, it ~ 1 

hope that i t ·~ou 

e perceived t at there ~as reason to 

e perfectly unde!stood and t a t a defin-

ite reply would be made to each point pr esented whic _ ad 

been done i n tho form of an inte rogato ry , Nevert el efs it 

seeMs t at t he r e ponse of 

mistaken vi e s o th nat 

~ e Counc was framed unde 

o f t he subj ect reposed t o 

them, an i t was made in v1ri ing und r c i rcumsta nc e s, that 

precluded t he opportunity of offeri n8 exp nat ons f or t e 

correction of mi sapprehen ions 

.. ft er exp efs i n t ei r i sapprobat on of t he i 1 

they intimate a des i re " to rema ·n on t e i r l and s un er t e r 

own internal egulat i o s undisturbed by too much eg i l a -

tion over them by Congrefs " w ch is pre ci se l vha t is con-

templated by ~ e Bill . 

.... h t ey shou c ns er he adopti n of' t he measur e 

proposed a f r st step to ·.~ ards e i emoval furthe r , ,est . ·;rh n 

the obj ec t of t he Bil l s to r ende r hem entirely secure can-

not eisily be i magine s . The only r ea s on afsi n d n pr iva te 

conv l~sation wa s that he ~1ad retofore een dece ved , and 

they might be impo~ed upon ~ gain 

From vh t they coul learn i t appeared to the under -

signed that the Creeks and Cherokees enel"ally ha r ece _vod 

erronious impref s ions respect n t e ur ort nd des n of 

the Bill , and and that no valuabl e en would be obt a i ned 
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7 oontering wit . the Ghiefs without an opportun ty of cor-

recting the mifapprehens ons which so extens ve y reva led 

in the tribes , to do which w ul re u · re mo e t me than the 

undersigned f elt author zed to employ . They have therefore 

omitted to br in t he sub ·ec t ormally before the two last 

mentioned tribes . 

They may ho 1ever safely state that obj6ct ons , s o 

far as they a r e known to exist , a e made to Jhat is not in , 

nor contemplated by th B 11 , an · not to its r eal provi s ons 

espectfu1 y 

( CI A: 

Your Obt uervt~ 

( S gned t'm Armstrong 

_ ctg Supt 'est 'Ierr 

Isaac ;Ccoy 

;e ster·n uupt ty il e 487 . (c py) Fort ibson . 1838 . 
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Li ttle Rock . 

Nov . 3q. 1838 . 

Sir. 

Herewi th I have t he honor t o enclose estimates of Funds , 

for subsi s t ing indigent Ind ians & Cherokees fo r the months 

Nov. Dec. & J any. and for Sub~ & Transportation of Chickasaws 

for t he same mont hs -

11th much Respect 

Yr Most obt Servt 

R. D C. Col l ins 

Capt USA 

Prin . t il . Dis . Agt 

r. . A. Harri s 

Com! I nd . Affairs 

Wa shington vi t y 

D C. 

(OIA: We stern Supt ' y (Emi gr . ) File C 829- 841 - 864 . Little Rock . 
c 864.) 



c. A. Harris Esq. 

Commfsr. Ind. Affrs . 

Sir 

Westport , Jackson County , Mifsouri 
th Nov . 7 . 1838 . 

Vlliile on my late tour in the south I became pretty well 

satisfied respect i ng the design of tho late General Council 

among the Cherokees, y et I preferred not to troubl e youunti l 

on my return t o this country I had an oppor tunit y of conferring 

with some Indi ans in whom I placed great confidence. In the 

mean time you have no doubt received cor rect information upon 

this subject from ather sources. 

Certainly hos til i ty to the U. States was not contem-

plated in calling the Counci l . Some of the leading Cherokees 

perceive that as a mat ter efsential to the prosperity of the 

tribes, a confederacy will b e formed for purposes of civil 

government. · Some of t he i r most ambitious men are not yet 

located in this country. They desire the organization of 

a government to be postponed unt i l they are ready to act a 

conspicuous part in the matter. I n the mean time they object 

to any thing the government propos e s to do i n the ma tteP 

case, and misrepr esent t he design s of the government . They 

propose annual General Councils. One was held Oct . 1837 , 

in which the Creeks, Senecas, Senecas & Shawanoes, and, I 

believe, the Quapaws, agreed to a cknowledge the Cherokees 

as the Elder or leader. This year they extend their invita-

tion to council to others, and embrace t he Delawares, which 

tribe has ever been esteemed the Grandfa ther of all the 



subject of 
others. By the agitation in Congrefs of the ~organizing a 

Territory they have become acquainted with it , and are 

now ready to propose t ha t a general council shall be held 

annually for the purpose of making necefsary regulations . 

They would like to appear as originating this matter, and 

as taki ng the lead in i ts accomplishment . The result of 

all which will be t heir elevation, among the other tri bes . 

These, I fully believe were the chief designs of the 

Council. 

Only the Creeks, Senecas, Senecas & Shawanoes , Qua-

paws, and Ot t awas were represented in the Council . A few 

from other places were pre sent, but not as delegates from their 

respective tribes. They we re in Sefsion about ten days . About 

seven of the first days we re spent chiefly in amusements . The 

latter three days we re spent more soberly in council . No 

resoluti on was adopted, nor act pafsed of importance . The 

whole wae merely ceremonious . 

With Great respect 

Si r 

Your Obt . Servt . 

I saac M;coy 

(OIA: Misc. File M455-537-541. Westport. 1838. M- 537 . ) 



c. A. Harris Esq. 

Westport, Jackson County, Mifsouri 

Nov. g~h 1838. 

Commfsr. Ind. Affrs. 

Sir 

Notwithstanding your instructions to me do not positive-

ly require such a communication as I now respectfully beg 

leave to trouble you with, yet the nature of my businefs 

for some time past has been such as to induce me to hope for 

your indulgence. 
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The difference in what may be termed the internal govern-

ment of the various Indian tribes within the Indian Territory 

deserves, I think, particular attention by the Gover nment of 

the U. States, and, intimately connected with their respect-

ive government regulations are the condition at present of 

each tribe in other respects, and its prospects for improve-

ment in future. 

The Choctaws have effected an entire change in their 

government from the ~arbarous to the civi l i zed . Among them 

we cannot now, as among uncivilized tribes afsemble Chiefs 

and bead men and transact businefs with them relating to 

their people - The system of Uhiettaincies has been 

abolished. 

The tribe denominatee itself "The lihoctaw Nation ." 

It bas adopted a written Constitution of Government similar 

to the lionst1tut1on or the U. States. Thei r Declaration of 

Rights secures to all equal privileges, - liberty of con-



scienoe, excluding all religious tests - secures trial by 

jury, and, in a word it provides for all that is felt to 

be neoetsary in the incipient stage of political exist-

ence. The Constitution may be amended by the nat i onal 

Council. 

This country is divided into four judicial districts. 

Three of these districts annua l ly elect by popular vote 

each nine members of the National Council, and the fourth 

elects by the same mode thirteen members. In all for ty. 

The per diem allowance to each while engaged in legislating 

is three dollars. Within each district an officer denomin-

ated a Chief is elected for the term of four years. The 

National Uouncil meet s annually on the first Monday in Oct-

ober, consisting of the forty members, the necefsary 

Clerks, the Sergeant at Arms and the door keepe r . It is 

also attended by the Chiefs who have an honorar y s eat pro-

vided for them by the side of the Speaker. But t hey have 

no voice in disoutsions in council. Their signatures are 

necefsary to the pafsage of a law. They may vetoe an act, 

but two thirds of the Council agreeing thereto the act be-

comes a law. 

The Council is legislative. It is denominated "The 

General Council of the Choctaw nation." It adopts By-laws 

tor its government while in Sefsion. It elects a Speaker 

and other requisite officers, appoints appropriate Com-

mittees to adjust matters for legislation. All writings 

are in Angliah, but are read off in the Uhootaw language. 

All discussions are carried on in the Choctaw language. 



Each member when about to make a speech rises and respect-

tully addrefses the Speaker, using the Choctaw word for 

Speaker, adding the syllable ~' which somewhat answers 

to the English M~ or Sir . The question is put in the form 

customary in legislative bodies, and the vote is given 

by ri .sing. The heading of each act is ttBe it enacted by 

the General Council of the Choctaw nation. In future the 

Constitution and laws will be printed both in the Choctaw 

and in the English language. By their Constit ut ion t he 

government is composed of four departments, viz. Legisla-

tive, Executive, and military. 

Within each district three Judges are elected by the 

people. The Judges in their respective districts hold in-

ferior and Superioi .. Courts. Ten Lighthorsemen in each 

district perform the duties of ~heriffs, and the sum of 

$200. pr. ann. is allowed to each district for their com-

pensation An act has recently been pafsed for the proper 

organization of the militia. 

In respect to civilization there is great difference 

among the Choctaws, Some have fully adopted the habits of 

civilized man, many are in comfortable circumstances in 

life, and some may be said to be wealthy. From these most 

favorable circumstances all grades of condition exist down 

to the Indian who has made but little advance in civiliza-

tion. Several respectable Speakers appeared in Council in 

the Indian costume. As a people they may be said to be 

substantially improving, though I am sorry to say that they 

have ~ot yet so far recovered from the shook of transition 



from savage to civilized life as to increase in numbers -

There is yet annually a diminution or their number. 

Ot the aborigines of America individuals have frequent-

ly become civilized, and have become subject to the laws of 

white men. But the Choctaws I believe furnish the first in-

stance among the aboriginal tribes of self government di-

vested of the barbarous customs belonging to the savage 

state, and it is truly gratifying to observe within the 

Indian Territory and so soon too, after the work of loca-

tion had been commenced, the establishment of the laws of 

a Commonwealth. It evinces the capacity of the natives to 

think and act for themselves, and it may be esteemed a sure 

presage of the ultimate succefs of the designs of the Govern-

ment of the U. States to place all the tribes within the en-

joyment of such blefsings. 

The Cherokee government, though highly creditable to 

them, is not fully systematic and judicious like that of the 

Choctaws. They have not a written Constitution. Their coun-

try is divided into four Districts, each of which elects for 

the term of two years, two members of the National Council. 

The title of the Council is "The General Council of the Chero-

kee Nation." By law it meets annually on the first Monday in 

October. They have three Chiefs, which, until lately, have 

been chosen by the General Council, Hereafter they are to be 

elected by the people. The approval of the Chiefs is necef-

aary to the patsage of a law, excepting when two thirds of the 

Oounoil agree to pats an act regardlefs of their vetoe. The 
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Council consists of two Houses, with President, Secretaries, 

&c. to each. The Lower Hou9e is denominated "The Committee", 

and the Upper, "The Council" The concurrence of both is 

necetsary to the pafsage of a law . The Chiefs may call a 

Council at pleasu re, and in several other respects they 

retain, in some degree , the authority common to Indian 

Chiefs. Two judges belong to each district, which hold 

Courts when necefsary. Two Lighthor semen in each Dis -

trict perform the duties of Sherifs. A company of six 

or seven denominated "Lighthorsemen", the leader of whom 

is called "Captain of the Lighthorsemen," constitute a 

national corps of regulators to prevent infractions of 

the laws, and to bring to justice offenders. 

Like the Choctaw, the Cherokee Nation embraces all 
v conceiable conditions between refinement, inteligence and 

wealth, and the opposite extreme but litt l e removed f rom 

the original state . The earlier emigrants are, perhaps, 

in more comfortable condition than the same proportion of 

any other tribe within the Territory, but, with the great 

aocetaion of late emigrants there has necefsar1 ly been an 

augmentation of uncomfortablenefs . 

The condition of the creeks in regard to civil govern-

ment is lets like that of civilized man than is that of the 

Cherokees. The first emigrants, denominated the Mcintosh 

party, brought with them written laws from their mother 

country, by which, with such modifications as were deemed 

neoetsary, they have ever since been governed. The latter 

emigrants, the principal chief of whom is Little Doctor, 
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supported by Opoethyoholo, have adopted written laws since 

their a r rival in thi s country . The seat of Council of one 

party is on the Arkansas river, and that of the other on 

canadian river, about fifty miles apart . Chieftaincies are 

hereditary as i s common to Indian tribes, and, wi th some ex-

ceptions embrace the privileges usually belonging to Indian 

chiefs. Each of the two parties holds general Councils, 

composed of principa l and subordinate chiefs, and of those 

who are merely denominated Counse~lors. The General uoun-

cil enacts laws. Different bands exist , which on the east 

or Mifsifsipp1 composed districts . Each of these bands 

may hold a Council or Court, and try and punish offenders 

- they decide and execute. A General Council may be called 

at any time. Laws are made only by the ~eneral Council, 

and latterly almost all offences are tried ey-it, and pun-

ishments infl icted by i t , some of its members being en-

tailed ae executioners. 

Notwithstanding t he Creeks as a people are in the 

rear of the Choctaws and Cherokees in r egar d to c i viliza-

tion, there is much inteligence , refinement, and wealth 

among them. 

The Seminoles have become merged in the Creek Gov-

ernment and the Chickasaws in that of t ne Choctaws . Few 

of either of these tri bes, especi ally of the f ormer , have 

settled themselves in permanent residences. 

All the other tribes within the Territory are without 

law, excepting t h e cust oms which bel ong to savage lif e . The 
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Delawares have recently resolved, in full council, that law 

was necefsary, and that they would begin by enacting such 

laws as appeared to be most needed. They have asked for 

arsistance in carrying out their laudable design. 

All the tribes, excepting the three Southern, desire, 

and are expecting the introduction of some law regulations 

by the Government, according to the provisions of the Bill 

for that purpose which parsed tpe Senate last Sefsion. Not-

withstanding the afsent of the three Southern tribes to the 

bill has not been formally obtained, yet it is evident that 

the principles of the bill pe rfectly coincide with the prin-

ciples of government which have been adopted by them, and 

that, therefore, its pafsage will neoefsarily be acceptable 

and beneficial to them. It will enable them to perfect the 

system of government to which they have shown themselves in-

clined, which cannot be done without such provisions as the 
tribes are 

bill embraces. Some, or all of twenty one ~already located 

within the Territory, and probably four others, viz. Winebago, 

Menominee, yandaut, & N. York, will be added. That these 

twenty five tribes cannot subsist as so many governments 

independent of each other is, on various accounts evident 

to demonstration. To secure wholesome intercourse regula-

tiona between the tribes, and to secure each in the enjoy-

9ent of its home and its domestic privileges is the main 

design of the Bill. 

It is not known that any principle embraced in the 

bill has been objected to - Objections have invariably 

~ . l 
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been made to points no t contained in, nor contemplated by 

the bill. The bi ll, since the adjournment of Congrefs has 

been so explained t o t hem generally, (not by government 

officers) that the people believe it to be a kind of treaty 

proposed to be negotiated , which conceals a design to de-
been 

fraud them of thei r lands . The creeks, particularly have 

told that even the quantity allotted to each had been 

estimated by the government, for whic h a patent would be 

ifsued, and t hat when i ndividuals became the sold pro-

prietors of their r espective shares of the country, a 

scheme of speculation by the whites, in the purchase of 

those lots would ensue , like that which they say occurred 

with them east of t he Mississippi, and would effect their 

expulsion f rom count ry . that those viewsm directly opposite 

to the provisions of the bill, have been inculcated by mis-

chievous per sons laboring to mislead the Indians, and to 

thwart the benevolent and honest designs of the government, 

there can be no doubt . Nor is it pofsible to conceive any 

termination to t hese obstacles while evil men can profit 

by the delus i ons and ignorance of the Indians, unlefs gov-

ernment carry out its plans , and show the Indians that those 

plans are pr ecis e ly what they desire , an~ that their fears 

have been or igina t ed by , and fo r t he benefit of mischievous 

& avaricious persons mingling wi t h t hem . 

That such measur es of intercourse between the tri bes 

as the government contemplates by the bil l are necefsary 

to their welfare, is doubtlefs fully believed by·i nteli -

sent Indians in the south. The main design of the late 



general Council called by the Cherokees appears to have been 

the establishment of intercour se regulations among the tribes 

by which peace and h armony might be ma1hta1ned, and prosper-

ity insured. In t hei r invitation to the neighboring tribes 

they stated that it was i mportant for the tribes to meet i n 

General Council to take into consideration measures for 

their welfare i n f ut ure . " It was this clause in the mef-

sage that induced s ome of the tribes to suppose that measures 

of hostility might be contemplated . No doubt the Cherokees 

designed by thi s step to place their tribe in a prominent 

attitude among the tribes as the originator and promoter 

or a salutary me asure l ying at the foundation of the an-

ticipated prosper ity of the tribes in future . But i t is 

evident that their des i gn, as far as i t extended, was pre-

ciaely the same as t hat of the bill , though the people gen-

erally of all of thos e Southe rn tribes had been induc ed to 

believe that they we r e diamet r i cally opposite. 

Intercourse regulat i ons among the tribes cannot be 

longer delayed without greatly endangering their prosperity . 

The government is bound to pr otect t hese t ribes , or, in 

other words, to pr eserve peace. Theft s -~~ and murders 

committed by one t r ibe upon anothe r were more nume rous 

last year than they were t he year preceding , and t hey 

have been more frequent the pre sent year than they were 

the last. - these evils are rapidly incr easing, and 

threaten distretaing results. The omifsion of t he Chero-

kees to invite the 98ePekeee-•e-IB Osages and other i n-
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digenous tribes t o the i r late Council indicates feelings of 

unkindnefs which ought to be removed. 

Last y ear (1837) complaints were made in two instances 

in my presence , ·Of Indians of other tribes who had stolen 

horses. There appeared no way to remedy the evil. Horse 

stealing is almost constantly carried on ·by unprincipled 

people of different tribes . They steal in the south and 

convey northward, .and in the north and take southward on 

their return. Heavy complaints of the lofs of other prop-

erty have been made in some instanees. Last year several 

scalps were taken, some of ·which taken by the Delawares 

and divided among the Shawanoes I saw myself. 

In the month of April last a few Pawnees visited the 

Sauke and I oways on Mifsouri on an errand of peace. As 

they were returning to their homes a party of Kanzas fell 

in with them, attacked them and killed one. In August last 

the Kanzans and Osages sent out a war party consisting of 

about eight y wariors. On Arkansas they surprised a party 

or Pawnees and took eleven scalps, and lost four of their 

men killed, besides two wounded . A few of the party of 

Osages & Kanzans separated from the main body, these also 

had a battle and took five scalps from the enemy, making 

seTenteen killed by those tribes this year of whom we have 

obtained certa in information . There have been reports of 

other murders having been comndtted by other tribes . The 

Kanzans have Qr ought home at l east thirty stolen horses 

the present year. On the firs t of September a party of 
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about twenty Kanzans, headed by the 39 ~hief of the nation 

named "the Hard Chief," was absent on a war and stealing 

expedition, the result of which I have not yet heard. In 

August last a large drove of horses were stolen from the 

Osage villages. Besides many horses stolen from other In-

dian tribes, the Osages have among them some valuable 

horses stolen from the whites. 

The inteligence and virtue of the Choctaws, Cherokees 

and Creeks will be a sure guarantie of their disapprobation 

of such nefarious practices, but, without intercourse regula-

tions among the tribes, understood and adopted by them, by 

which wrongs may be redrefsed and offenders punished, it will 

be impofsible, even for those ~outhern tribes to prevent 

their head men from participating in these deeds of theft 

and murder. Moreover, if hostilities, to a greater or lefs 

extent, between the Indians and the whites should occur, 

they will no doubt have their origin in the unsettled . state 

of things among the former which the bill is designed to 

:remedy. 

Between the southern tribes within the Territory and 

the camancbes and others on the southwest, a trade is now 

carried on which is increasing in bricknefs. 9ur Indians 

pack out goods and exchange with those remoter tribes for 

mule•, and for peltries & furs. The intercourse is entire-

ly peaceful. Two stores of white men have been placed upon 

the southwestern frontier of the Territory for the purpose 

of trading with those wilder tribes. 
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I beg leave to solicit most earnestly early attention 

to the prevalence of that dreadful scourge of man, the 

small pox, which, on my late tour I perceived existed 

among the Choctaws, Chickasaws, Cherokees, Creeks and 

Seminoles. Notwithstanding its daily ravages, and the 

reason to apprehend its extension among the remoter tribes, 
n 

an unexpected and unaccoutable apathy in relation to it, 

seemed to prevail wherever I went. 

In view of the protracted ravages of this dreadrul 

disease on th~ Upper Mifsouri, which had not been arrested 

at the latest dates, and in view of the extensive region 

in the south over which this disease is spread, and the danger 

of its soon spreading among others, I would most earnestly en-

treat that efficient measures be immediately adopted to arrest 

its progrefs by vaccination. In all cases of vaccination of 

the tribes heretofore there seems to have been too much haste, 

and not sufficient attention paid to the vaccinated to ascer-

tain whether the operation had been effectual, and to repeat 

it where it had not. To my enquiries, why do you not take 

more pains to vaccinate? I was frequently answered, "it does 

no good." 

I would respectfully recommend that a systematic course 

for vaccination be adopted, that the names of heads of famil-

ies be registered, and the number belonging to each, with 

precision the same as if about to pay an annuity, that the 

physician be required to make regular examinations after 

Yaccination, and to repeat the operation until all left 

behind him had, in his opinion, been secured from the con-



tagion of small pox, that he make proper reports of his pro-

ceedings, and that he be bound by oath faithfully to dis-

charge his duties. 

A fearful wast~ of human life has already been made 

by this disease, and we can see no end to its ravages with-

out the efficient interposition of our government . 

With -veey great respe~t, Sir., 

Your Obt . Servt . 

saac M~Coy 

(OIA: Weste rn Supt•y File M540-542 . Westport. M-540 . ) 
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Westport, Jackson County , M1fsour1 

Nov. 15 1838 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq. 

Commfsr. Ind. Affrs. 

Sir 

I have the honor of acknowledging your two communica-

tions of the 22~ Oct. accompanying one of which were copies 

of the Patent proposed to be given the Cherokees ana a le~­

ter from the Attorney Genl. to the Seery . War on that sub-

ject. 

In relation to the patent I have felt much solicited. 

It is the first instance of a patent being ifsued to an In-

dian nation, and its form will be referred to as a preced-

ent in future. I have greatly feared that, without a lim-

itation exprefsly reserving to the u. States the authority 

to prevent the entrance of white men, the right might be 

claimed by the Indians of introducing the citizens or our 

own and of other countries, and that the force of treaty 

stipulations and laws made prior to the date of the patent, 

but not referred to in that instrument, might be doubtful, 

and that a Sovereignty would be secured to the Indian owner 

by the patent which could not be affected by a law of sub-

sequent date. 

Without presuming to question the correctnefs of any 

opinion on this subject with which I have been politely 

favored by your communication, I beg leave most respect-

fully to auggeat the enquiry whether, according to the 
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form or patent proposed, the patentee has a right to take in-

to his employment, for his benefit in the occupancy of the 

land in question any person whom he shall think proper? I f 

this authority is not secured to him, then the evil deprecated 

does not exist. - If he has this authority, he will there is 
reason 
"'to tear, be bribed to abuse the privilege so as to produce 

the worst consequences, and if the present form of the patent 

does give him this authority, I would further suggest the en-

quiry whether it might not be made subject to the provisions 

of the 5~h Article of the treaty of Dec~ 29, 1835, in the same 

manner that it is subject to the provisions of the 2~ and 3~ 

Articles? If it would then the matter in question could be 

plaoed under the control of "such acts of Congrefs as have 

been, or may be patsed regulating trade and intercourse with 

the Indiana. 11 

Public property to the value of about $2500. or $3000. 

has been lett at the Osage Village by Mr Harris, who was late-

ly employed to fence and plough land there, which, I think, is 

likely to sustain damage. I am informed that it was left in 

charge of the Trader at that place. It consists of say, 

twenty yokes of oxen, ten Cows & calves, six waggons, chains, 

axea, &c. I would respectfully recommend that the acting 

Sub Agent for the Osages be instructed to employ a man to 

collect and herd the cattle in some of the cane, or other 

rioh bottom lands a little south of the Osage villages, 

by which means they may be kept alive during winter. 

With great respect Sir 

Your most Obt. Servt. Isaac M~Coy 

(OIA: western ~upt•y File M540-542. Westport. M-542. 1838.) 
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Sir 

Texian Legation 

City of 7ashington 

November 26~h 1838. 

Information has been recently received from Texas that 

various tribe s of Indians, who, at different times have migrat-

ed from the United States, have , for some time past been com-

mitting murders,and other hostile aggrefsions upon the inhabit-

ants of that country, and that a combination is now formed be-

tween most of these tribes and others originally residing with-

in its borders for the purpose of commencing a general war-

fare. For this object large numbers of Caddoes, Kickapoos , 

Chactaws, Coshat tees , Cherokees, Towackanies and a few from 

several other tribes are now collected upon the River Trinity, 

from which point they are preparing to afsail the settlements 

of the whites. 

By informati on from other, though lefs authentic sources 

there is reason to believe that this hostile combination ex-

tends to a portion of some of those tribes now residing upon 

the borders of the United· States, or on their way thither, 

and that ao soon as the Var War Whoop is raised by those 

already afaembled, they will receive large and powerful ac-

cetsiona to their numbers from those tribes. 

To these acts of hostility they have been incited 

by some on the part of the Government or people of Texas; 

but it is believed are instigated solely by their native 

and hereditary hatred to the whites, by their desire of 

plunder, and b7 the encouragement held out to them by 



the Mexican Authorit ie s and their emifsaries, by whose in-

human policy they have been promised, future pofsefsion of 

the country on condition of their exterminating the Texians , 

or expelling them from it. 

The Undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of the Repub-

lic of Texas, has the honor to submit this information to 

the Hon. the Secretary of State of the United States , and 

earnestly to request that suitable measures may immediate-

ly be taken by this Government to interpose a force suffi-

cient to prevent the threatened hostilities, on the part 

of its Indians, - to inflict examplary punishment for those 

already committed, - to cause the removal of the intruded 

Savages beyond the known or disputed limits of Texas, and 

to insure their future peaceful and good behaviour towards 

its Government and people -

And inasmuch as the incursions and settlement of 

various warlike and hostile tribes of Indians from the 

United States within its borders has been forcible, and 

unauthorized by the present or former Government of Texas, 

and in contravention of the established comity of Nations, 

aa well as the Stipulat ions of the thirty third Article 

of the Treaty of the stb April_ 1831 between the United 

States and Mexico, (which Treaty i s now binding upon 

Texas so far as her particular territory ie concerned,) 

the Undersigned on the part of his Government most sol-

emnly protests, as well against the incursions and set-

tlement of those Indians, as for all reclamations which 

may ariae for injuries that have been or shall be sus-

tained by Texaa in consequence thereof 
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The Undersigned Minister Plenipotentiary of the Republic 

ot Texas embraces this occasion to tender to the Hon. M! For-

syth, Secretary of State of the United States renewed afsurances 

of his most distinguished consideration and regard. 

Anson Jones 

Hon. John Forsyth 

&c. &o. &c. 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File Sl256. State Dept. 1838 . Above 
communication is a copy. ) 



Department of State 

Bon J. R. Poinsett 

Secretary of War, 

Sir, 

Washington 3o~h November 1838 

I communicate to you, by direction of the President, 

for your information and for the adoption of such measures 

as may seem proper, a copy of a note from the Minister of 

Texas in relation to alleged aggrefsions by Indians inhabit-

ing our south-western frontier districts upon the people of 

his country. 

The copy, likewise enclosed, or a communication to 

the Mexican Minister or the 22nd October 1835, will ac-

quaint you with the views then, and now, entertained at 

thia Department respect ing any right or obligation on the 

part or the United States to restrain or controul the 

moYements or Indians peaceably emigrating from within 

our borders into the neighbouring territories -

I am, Sir, respectfUlly 

Your Obedient Servant 

John Forsyth 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File Sl256. State Dept. 1838.) 
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Choctaw Agency est 

December 3rd 1838 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Comm~ of Ind i an Affairs 

Sir 

2 2 

I have been absent for the last twenty days at Fort Gib-

son, associated with Genl Arbuckle in concluding a treaty with 

the creek I ndians, by direction of the Department, We effected 

the treaty f or all lofses sustained by the Creeks for property 

left i n t he old Nation , or on the way in consequence of their 

emigration, The terms of the treaty differs but little from 

the instruct i ons of the Department, A few claims that were not 

submitt ed by the deligation at 1ashington last winter ~ere 

brought i n , so as to leave no unsettled claims, The Amount 

stipulated to be p i d by the treaty , i s about Four hundred and 

twenty thous and dollars . the amount of claims laid in at Y,ash-

ington was about Five hundred and eighty five thou sand do lars, 

The creeks were we l l satisfied with the treaty , and if approved 

of it will enable t he Creeks to commence farming and raising 

stock, and fi nally binding them to the Government , I expect 

the Osages in at Gibso~ about the 25th of this Month when Genl 

Arbuckle and my self who were appointed to treat with them will 

endeavour to dis charge the duty ass i gned us , and forward both 

the Creek and Osage treaties at the same time , so as to reach 

Washington before Congref s ad j ourns 

Respectful ly 
t t Yr. Mo. Ob. Serv . 

vm Arms trong 

Act. Supt. V. T 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File A510 . Ft. Gibs on . 1&;8.) 



Sir 

Head Quarters 2nd Dept W Division 

Fort Gibson December 17h 1838 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let -

ter of the ah. Ult 0 

23 3 

Captain Armstrong and myself concluded a Treaty with the 

Creek Nation of I ndians and will in e i ght or ten days have pre-

pared the papers that are to Accompany it. 

The Osages have not yet generally returned from their Fall 

hunt, they wi l l probably be at their Towns with n the next six 

or eight days. A principal Chief of the Upper Towns with some 
that 

of his Braves were a few days since, he promised he would give 
A 

notice to about sixty of the principal Chiefs and Braves of his 

nation to attend at this Pos t on t he 1~~ day of the next Month 

for the purpose of enter i ng into a Treaty with the United 

States and to receive the Annuity for the i r Nation 

It is probable that a Treaty will be Concluded with the 

Osage Nation before the lOth of the next Month at furthest 

when that and the Treaty made wi th the Creeks w 11 be for-

warded to ~ashington with the least delay possible , by Express 

I am i r 

Very Respectfully 

To 

T Hartley Crawford Esqr~ 

Commissione r of Indian Aff a irs 

Washington City 

You Obedt Servant 

M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigd~ Gen~ U.S . A 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File A510. Ft. Gibson. 1838.) 



r. ashington 4 ~h January 1839 

The Hon9le J R Poinsett 

Sir) 

I am d irec t ed by the Commit tee on Indi n Affa~rs 

to enclose the within Pet ition and accompanying evidence . 

I n the f i rst plac e to afsertain whether the claim 

has ever been presented f or payment? If so upon what ground 

was the claim reje cted . ,.:hether the tribes of Indian charged 

by the pet i tioner of committing th alled ed depradations 

were at peace and amity with U. States in April 1815 . If the 

claim has been ad justed st a te the fact . 

Very resp~ly 

L Banks 

ENDORSE ENT : 

Committee on Ind . Aff§ Ho . of Rep~ , 4 Janl 1839 . 
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Hon. L. Banks encloses t he petition of ranees Rivar , Adminis-

tratrix of Es tate of Jos . Ri var , dec~ , prayi ng an appropriation 

by Congrefs to reimburse her , f or depredations by the Sacs ~ 

Foxes & Potawatomies living North of the boundary line of the 

Terr1 of t ifsouri , on the property of Jos . Rivar , i n 1815, 

estimating the amount of the depr dations , at ."~ 982; and the 

affidavit of Jos . Roy , dated 11 Jani 1836 , i n support of the 

petftion -
Enquires whet her the claim ha s been present ed f or pay-

ment; if so upon what ground was it rejected; whether the 



------------~----------------------~2~35 

Tribes cha rged were a t peace amity with t he U. S . in 

April 1815 . I f t he cl aim has been ad justed , wi she s that 

fact stated -

(CIA: Mi sc . Fi le I 326 - 310- 326 . flashington . 1839 . I - 304 . 
Number (I-326) on j a cke t i n error . No enclosures . ) 



Choctaw Agency 

T. Hartley Cra wfo rd E s q~ 

Commr. of Ind . Affr~ 

Sir 

7 J anY . 1839 

Capt Colrins i s now at this place , preparing rolls 

& to pay t he Choctaw annuity - s o soon as we pay those on 

Arkansas we shall proceed to Red river and pay those -

The Chickasaw~ are so scat e red - over the Choctaw 

nation - t ogethe with the fact that t will be extreme-

ly diff i cul t t o identify those entitl ed to interest on 

t he inves t ed money due the incomp et ent' indians - that it 

will be attended with more trouble to - make the payment 

- than the Annuity - I f each incomp etent indian had of been 

fur nished wi th a certificate - and number corresponding -

with the regis t er . ther would of been no difficulty in 

making t he payment - ·:e shall hav to depend upon the Chick-

asaw Commissione rs . to identify the indians - those who 

deposit ed thei r money with Col. Reynolds - all expecting 

t heir money then not get ting i t - and their disappoint -

ment at on l y re c eiving the interest du e the incompetent 

ind i ans - has reatl. disappointed them -

Should the Osages arrive in t ime to effect the 

treaty which Genl . Arbuckle & myself were directed t o 

do - so a s yo rea h ''a shington before the ad j ournment 

of Con r efs- I shal l t ry ve y hard t o be present with 

the Gen •• to ef fe ct the treaty - but as I shall have to 



attend the Annuity payments I may be p r event ed f r om do-

ing to. 

Respe ct fully 

y r Mos t Obt 

m Armstrong 

Act Supt W T 

(OIA: ve st er n Supt 1y File A522- 670- 673 . Choctaw Agenc y . 
1839. A-522. ) 
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Choctaw Agency . 

16 JanY . 1839. 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Commr of Ind . Affr~ 

Sir 

From information entitled to credit I am induced to 

believe that attempt s are making to engage the indians - in 

the Contest between the Mexicans & Texians . - Two emisaries 

said to be Mexi cans have Visited Nit u . cha . che . a Choctaw 

of consider able influence - and for many years a chief of 

one of the di st rict~ of the Nation but at the election in 

July. last. which is held every four years - the old chief 

was defea t ed this has greatly exasperated him - the succefs-

ful candidate Capt Juzan is a half breed - this is given as 

a r eason by ~it uchachee , for his dislike to the Vfuites -

as it was the son of one that defeated him -

I have no idea of the Nation, engaging in the con-

test - but i t is certainly true that - Mexican emisaries 

have been i n the Nation, - and as Nit uchachee feels mor-

tified in consequence of his defeat - he might be induced 

to Collect t he disaffected and such of his immediate 

friends - and Commence hostilities on the Texians - South 

of Red rive r - Ni t uchachee lives within a few miles of 

the river -

I shal l leave in the morning for Red river - Col 

Vose comm~ at Fort Tows on wri tes me that it is said Nit 

uohachee is very anxious to s ee me - I have known the 



old Chief for many years - and never doubted his at t achment to 

the Govt of the Un i ted States - reports . of indian disturb-

ances are so gene ral ly exaggerated that I feel great re-

luctance to r eport - them to the Dept - but as emisaries 

have been amongs t the i ndians - I feel it my duty to lay 
I 

the subject befor e you - Col . Vose has endeavoured to have 

the emisarie s arrested but has not succeeded - I leave as 

before s t ated for Red river Capt Collins started to day 

with t wo waggon~ laden with specie to pay the Chickasaw 

& Choctaw on Red r i ver -

I r egr et that I could not attend with Genl Arbuckle 

at t he Osage treat y- i t happened~ the very time Capt Collins 

was here paying t he Choctaws of this district there annuity -

and the i ncompetent Chi ckasaws , the interest on there money -

I was therefore Compelled to remain at this place - I shall 

advise you f r om Towson - if there is any i mproper movements 

amongst t he Choctaws 

Respec t fuly yr . 

Most obt servt 

wm Armst rong 

Act Supt . ~ . T 

(OIA: Western Supty Fi le A 520-618~ Choctaw Agency . 1839 . 
A-520.) 
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Sir 

Head Quarters , 2d dept . w D, 

Fort Gibson. 22~ Jan. 1839 

I have the honor herewith to Transmit an account 

an Vouchers, for purchases and expenditures required to 

hold the late Treaty with the Osage Indians, The sum 

expended is made greater than I anticipated in conse-

quence of the difficulty and delay in assembling a full 

representation of that nation, and the number of their 

Young people who attended without invitation , who had 

to be subsisted to prevent inj ury to be done to the 

property of the Cherokees , 

The Osages have at all times been furnished with 

Tobacco wh en they have attended here on public buisness. 

I therefore regarded i t proper to Comply with that Cus-

tom, 

You will herewith receive a Copy of a journal which 

was kept by Lieut. Simmons , (Sec retary to the Commission-

ers) relating to the Creek and Osage Treaties , and I regret 

that the Necessity of it embracing much more matter than is 

contained in it was not recollected in time, You will no-

tice by this Journal that Captain Armstrong and myself 

first met the Creeks on the 22g of October, and that on 

the 23~ of November we Concluded a Treaty with them , and 

adjourned to the 1st Instant, when we were to meet the 

Osages at this Post other buisness however prevented his 

attendance at that . time, and I acted alone in making a 
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Treaty with them ; and I will thank you to inform me for 

what time I am to Charge as Commissioner and i n what man-

ner I am to be paid The secretary it will be seen by 

the Journal has been almost Constantly employed since 

the Commissioners met the Creeks the second time 

I have this day drawn on you in favour of Thomas 

E. 'ilson for the sum expended in holding the late 

Treaty with the Osages 

I am, Sir , 

To 

Very Respectfully 

Your obe t Servt 

M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ BrigatGent U. S. A. 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq~e 

Comfsf of Ind ian Affairs 

Washington City 
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T. Hartley Crawford 

Comr Ind. Af fa i rs , 

Si r , 

Doaksville. 

Choctaw Nat ion . January 26th 1839 . 

I have the honour to report to you t hat I completed 

the payment of the Annuities and the Incompe t ent Chicka saws 

for the Arkansas Dis~ Choctaw Nat ion on the 14th inst and 

that I am no w engaged in making payments i n this District. 

24 2 

I have been compelled to progrefs much more slowly than 

formerly. The Incompetent I ndi ans are scattered ove r the Nation 

from the Arkansa s to Red River and to the Boggy and Blue: It is 

consequently necefsary to make payments at Several points as 

many o f the Indians are without horses and unable to make 

long jour neys to receive their money . It is also difficult 

and extremely tedi ous to identify the Jlai mants as t he re 

are in each Di strict Several of the Same name havi ng dif-

ferent Sums due them . In many inst ances the original Clair1-

ant has died and left but di stant heirs and not unfrequently 

suparations have t a.lcen pl a ce betwee the man and wife Since 

t he ir l ands were ' old, the husband having taken a new wife or 

t he wife a new husband . In mos t instances the Chi ldren have 

been left with the mother or Grandmother , and as it would be 

unjust to pay the whole amount to the man, the gent and my-

self with the approbation of the Chiefs have deemed it best 

to s ee that the Amount is fai r ly divided between the husband 

wife and ~hildren as they were rhen the land was Sold. I will 



complete· the payment of t hi s District in a few days and will 

immediately go to Bo gy a t which point I ' wil l complete all 

the pay~ and r etur n to Little Rock , b. which t me I ho e t o 

have in readinefs a Roll of Su h Cherokee s as may prefer 

Subsistence in k ind to co utat ion and a oll of the Indigent 

Indians of all the Tribes >' ithin this Territo y who are en-

titled to the benefits of the Appropr ation fo · the i_ Subsis t -

ence. The Incompetent Uhi ckasaws manifest considera le dis -

satisfact i on a t rece 7ing the Interest insted of the ~hole 

Sum due them from t he S le of their lands . From what I have 

obse rved , most of them h owever are illy calculat ed to be bene -

fit ed by receiving the amount at once , as most of them are 

reall y incompetent and extremely i mprovident , and LTould no 

doubt Squande r their money in a Shor t t i me . 

_g r eat ma jor ity of the ~hickasaws o ving to the niversal 

prevalence of the Small pox and fevers amongst them during the 

last year mad e but little to Subs i st upon . Cor n is now Sell-

ing currently at t wo dol lars pe r Bushel and pork on the foot 

at ten do ars pe r hundred . The whole nat on are extremely 

anxious t hat Governmen t ' hould pr ocur them Subsistence until 

t he cominsz c r op can be us ed , wi thout hich , many of them , must 

Suffer f or the want of f ood . Inde ed near l y all ar entirely 

dependent upon the da ily ifsue s, havi ng no other food and no 

means of procuring it. The Smal l pox ha s at last disappeared 

f t·om among st the Choc t ws and hickasaws but is Still raging 

amongst the Creeks , Seminoles and nherokees and has Spread 



to Some considerable extent amonest the Troops at Fort 

Gibson 

'Vi th much respect 

R. D. c. Collins 

Capt. USA 

Prin! Mil Dis Agt 

(CIA: ~ estern upt 'y File C 937. Doaksville. 1839 .) 
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Fo t Gibson, Feb . 12 1839 . 

T. H. Crawford Esq 

Com. Ind. Affairs, 

Sir -

I per ceive by your report that you feel some anx-

iety i n relation to the appropriat on of ~ 150 000 fo the 

benefit of such i nd igent Indi ns , as may have become desti-

tute by means of their '' recent change of homes" or by emi-

245 

grating too late , to make a crop . As the Afsistant of Capt . 

Collins , ( Prin . Dis . Agent for this frontier , ) to superintend 

this distribution, I venture to addrefs you a few lines in ex-

planation of the delay which has occur ed in this businefs . 

The ~nrol ling agents for the Creeks were about two months pre -

paring t heir r o l - and after its completion , it was so mater-

ially defe ctive , that I wa s some veeks in cor•recting it - and 

aft er erasing 2000 persons improperly enrolled , we find it 

almost impofsible now to make it answer . :e made one ifsue 

on it on the l~t of Feb . (the abstract of 1hich. I have for -

warded to Capt . Coll i ns , ) at the largest Depo t on the north 

Fork of the Canadian about 70 mil s from here - which ifsue 
~ ~.. - • .. ~"1["' 

_embraced an imm nse ma j or t y of the indigent in the nation , 
"" - • .-,.a ... ,..., ., .... " ,• • •• • ;,~, ...... • ' ! -1"' ~ ~" o.. 1"" 

there being 2000 present , - and we are actively prepar ng 

to make another on the r~rst of ~a r .h , by which time We may 

have a new enro lment . 
in 

The Creeks and Osages will comeAfor muc h the 1 rgest 

portion of this appropriat ion . I have taken charge i n per-

son of the 2 depots, one 25 miles from here in the east 
-----~ •••• c..,.._.... ....... ~~ ~_,........ ·~ .. ·~· ~ ~ ~ "'.:. ' ... , . ...,__, .. 

d of the Creek nation , and the other in the est , about 
"---------.,·--.. -=--....-.- ~ ~--....--~.,...... •"~ ._. ·a~· :,>~•...,. -..-.:. .... ..- .. ~ ,.,. - • .- .. , 

'10 miles distant . ··.·e have sent rt:r Carr up to ifsue to 
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the Osages, and he is i n a State of forwardnefs . After this 

I think the matte r will progrefs well , considering how dif-

ficult a task it has been to give satisfaction to all par-

ties. No job could be mo e difficult of execution - defec -

tive enrollment , will not i n all probabil ity prejudice the 

Indians much as provisions are as scarce now and will be 

until the crops, as they have been at any time during the 

int er . 

This appropriation will h old out I imagine unti the 

maturity of the new crops i n August or September - and pre-

vious to wh _ ch time. (if de si rabl e to you, ) I wi ll be en-

abl ed to g ive you a mor e full view of the subject , 

Yours respectfulll 

T. J . Pew 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq 

Com. Of I ndian Affairs 

·ashington City 

( OIA: fest ern Supt ' y File P 494 . Ft . Gibson . 1839 . ) 



Washington D. C. Feby 13 ~h 1839 . 

Hon. Joel R. Poinsett 

Sec. Var 

Sir 

On a tour whi ch I made through the Choctaw, Chicka-

saw, Cherokee, Creek and Semi nole tribes last September 

& October , I dis covered that t he small pox existed in 

divers place s among all those tribes . It s ravages mus t 

b ecome v ery great unlefs its progrefs be arrested by 

vaccination. Between the tri bes above mentioned and 

t hose more remote and wes t of the white settlements of 

Texas, there i s a pretty constant intercourse , so that 

there is reas on to f ear the contagion will spread among 

t he latter, some of wh ch tribes are large , in event of 

which we could not conjecture when, or where its ravages 

~ould cease. 

I r e spectfully beg leave most earnestly to request 

you to consider the propriety of adopting , as soon a s 

practicable, efficient measures for extending the bene -

fits ot Vaccinat i on to these afflicted people . It ap-

peared to ~e that the necefsity f or vaccination was not 

duly apprecia t ed i n that country e i ther by the whites or 

the Ind ians. Many of the latter con j ectured that vac !-

nation would not prot ect them f r om small pox . 

I would respectfully beg l eav e t o suggest that so 

far as my information ext ends the means nd measur e s 

for vaccinating have hithe rto not been suf fici·ently 

liberal - The work has b een pe rformed in too much 
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haste, and with too lit tle system . A f ew of the vaccin-

ated have be en benef it ed , others , from various causes, 

have not, whil e many have been overlooked without under-

going the oper at i on at all . 

I would respectfully r ecommend that the appropria-

tion. fo r thi s humane obj ec t be liberal , t hat physicians 

be r equired to operate upon bands or distr icts with as 

much regulari ty as pofsible , t hat they exami ne the vac -

cinated and repeat the operation when necefsary , and not 

l eav e the band or distr i ct m1til , in t heir opinion , all 

within i t had been se cured against the contagion of small 

pox. Should this course be adopted it would seem proper 

that reg i st ers of the heads of famil i es , and of the numbers 

vaccinated , &c . should be returned to the proper officer 

from t i me t o time , and , since much would dep end on the 

fidelity of the physicians , I would r ecommend that t hey 

be bound by oath f aithful l y to obey thei r i nstruct i ons . 

I would respectfully add t hat the danger to be appre -

hended f r om the spreadi ng of the small pox among the tribes 

appears to be greatest in the s outhwestern direction men-

tioned ab ove , but it is not confined to that quarter -

ther e i s danger of it s spreading wes t and north . I thi nk 

it is by no means cert ain that it has ent irely q i sappeared 

among the r emote tribes of the upper Mi ssouri , and to this 

I would al s o respectfully request att ention . 

I am with gr eat respec t Sir 

Your Obt . Servt. Isaac M~ Coy 

(OIA: Misc.Fil e M 615 , &c. ashingt on . 1839 . M- 615.) 



Wa shi ngton City Feby 14 1839 
Sir 

A few days befor e I left Fo t Gibson I unexpectedly 

recieved f r om Capt Wi l liam Armstrong superintendent of in-

dians in the S Frontier a letter informing me that by 

the death of Col A P Chouteau the duty of getting togather 

and bringing on t o this c i ty the tribes of the Prarie de-

volved on him and that as I had been with them moore and 

knew the country better than any one he knew of he would 

endeavour to have me detailed with that object if I de -

sired it Now as thi s duty would keep me some time in the 

Prarie and away from the garrison I should be glad to have 

it as I allways enjoy better health in the former case 

than the l a tter 

To at tai n t he end i n view the first object would be 

to find t he d iffe r ent bands of wild indians who roam the 

prarie from t he timbered country eas t to the mountains 

West and can only be found by travelling up the rivers 

and crofsing from one to another s tri k ing thei r trails 

and following them up 

This would r equire a small command of 25 or 30 

good men and even if t he indians shoul d not come i n the 

service could sustain no injury 

I will now state why I hope for this duty Col 

A p Chouteau who was Authorized to Call on the Command-

ing officer for a full company of dragoons stated to 

Genl Arbuckle that if he could have me untill he ended 
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the business he would be satisfied with 25 me this was com-

plied with and I was out near 10 months and in accordance 

with Col C wishes ( as will be seen by refering to his com-

munications) I hunted up and found nearly all the indians 

of that region whom he had not previously corresponded 

with 

I consider that~ is h::ting up the Prarie tribes 

is concerned I am as well p epared as any othe·r having 

been already engaged in it 

I have the honor 

to be Sir 

To the Hon 

J R Poinsett 

Sec of War 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Sevt 

L B Northrop 

1st Lt 1st Drgs 

(OIA: Western Supt 'y File N 51. Washington . 1839 . ) 



ashington , ·n. c. Feby . 28 , 1839 

T. Hartley Crawfo1~ Esqr . 

Commfsr. Ind . Affrs. 

Sir 

I ~ould respectfully beg leave to recommend to the Dept . 

that, in ca rrying into ef fec t the design of vaccinating the 

Indi an s something like t e followi ng plan be ad opt ed . 
st C' 1-- Let operat on s commence among the hoc taws , Chicka-

saws, Creeks , Seminoles , and Cherokees , and any ad joining 

tribes among which the small pox exists . 

29 Let the Agts . as certain, so f a r as can be d one by 

~nquiry without cost , the directions in which the disease 

of small pox is ext ending , especially in reference to the 

small bands of indigenous tribes on the Red river , and ap-

ply the preventative of vaccination first on the remote ex-

t eriors of those Indi an settleme nt s which a re affl cted 

with the disease . 

3~ I f funds to meet the expense be available , let at 

least one physician be appointed to ach tribe named above. 

4~h Let it be the duty o f the physici ans to ascertain 

as far as practicable , the places in which th i r s e rvices 

are most needed , and repor t the fact from time to time , 

to their r espective Agents ~ithin hose districts they 

operate, from whom they would receive ins tructions r spect-

ing the place for future operations . 

5~h Let the physician · ith the afsistance of the 
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Agent, divide the tribe into bands or dis tricts , and let 

the operation b e performed with as much regularity as 

practicable ~~eB in each , the agent using h s influence 

through Chiefs and others to afsemble the band , or the 

people of the district for the convenience of the phys -

cian. But if some should not att end the place of vaccin-

ating generally , let the phys cian immediately visit them 

at their respective places . From th s band or district 

he could proceed to another to f 11 up the intervening 

time required for the devel opment of the effects of the 

ope ra t ion , and e should return and examine , and re - examine ·· 

the vac cinat ed unt 1 he became sat sfied that his atten-

tion to that band or district was no longer necefsary . In 

this manner let h i m proceed regularly th oughout the tribe . 

6~h The physician on commencing his labors wo1ld be 

furnished by the Agt . wi th a list , as far as his means 
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would allow , of I ndian settlements , the names of heads of fam-

ilies, and of i ndividuals not connected with part icul ar famil -

ies, and the numb er in each family , and as the physician 

would proceed i n his work , he would record n a book pre-

pared fo that purpose , tho limits of the band or distric t, 

numbering them from one , on ard , and would register the 

names of individuals , and heads of famil~es as stated 

above. He ·ould sto. t e the times whe n , nd t e places 

where the operation had been perform d , and when the 

examinations and re - examinations had been made , the per-

sons on whom the operation had been ~ePfePm repeated , 



the persons in whom vaccination had been matured , and 

those in whom it had not , and the probable cause of the 

latter . Also , state the numbe of persons found within 

each district who had had the small pox . Let him report 

his proce ed ings to the Agt . once in two weeks , and let 

the l at ter as often report to the Dept . Ind . Affrs . 

7~h I would respe t fully recommend that th physi -

cian be pa i d by the day or by the month as more likely 

to insure fid elity than payment p er head , and t hat he 

b e bound by Oath f aithfully to d s barge the duties 

required . 

8~h Muc h useful informat i on could be obtained if 

the physician; i n addition to what necefsarily related to 

vac cina ti on , should be ins t cuted to state the number of 

mal e s & of females apparantly ove f ifty years of age 

betwee n fifty and t wenty one , between t wenty on e and 

ten , between ten & five and under five , the number of 

agriculturists , mechani cs in the respective branches , 

merchants , and hunters meani ng by the latter such as 

subsisted chiefly by the chase , and the probable amount 

and kind of property owned by indiv duals or by famili e s , 

also , the number of the blind and the dumb , The number 

that have d i ed of small pox , and t e numb r from other 

diseases since the i r settlement i n the west , stating the 

length e' of time , the number found laboring under dis -

ease , distinguishing the sexes , and the nature of the 

diseases . 



In r el ation to the r emot e tribes h i . h up the Mi f -

souri, I :roul d r espect f'ully r e ommend that the Agent f o 

the U e r 1· i ssouri b e r equired t o take meas ·res , e i ther 

by a pe r s onal tour , or by othe r means which can be re-

lied on , t o ascert a n ~he ther the small pox has di sap-

peared i n t ha t quarter , and if not , then adopt measure s 

for arresting its pr ogrefs by vac i nation. 

I t wi ll be perce ived tha t t he phys cian, by having 

his books s ui table prepared , ould , wi th comparat i ve 

ease, make the entri es re quired by the foregoing scheme . 

As I am endeavorin to prese r v e a correct historical 

accouht of all i n t er e st in occur r ences i n rel a tion t o 

t he tribes , I should esteem it a great f avor t o e ·,1ade ac -

quainted , so far as woul d b e pr oper , with t he plan which 

may be adopted . 

Vith v ery grea t respect 

Si r 

Your Obt . Servt . 

I saac MCj Coy 

(OIA: Mi sc . File - 61 5 &c . ashingt on . 1839. - 639 . ) 
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Washington March 11th 1839 

Sir 

I would be glad if you will furnish pafsports to David 

Waldo and Solomon Rouch to trade to Santa Fee and with the 

Indians 

Bon Joel R Poinsett 

Secretary of War 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

L. F Linn 

(CIA: Misc. File (1706) Washington . 1839.) 



Fort Gi bs on 
d 2 • via y , 1 83 9 . 

T. Hartley Crawfo r d Es q~ 

Commr . of Indn . Af frs . 

Si r , 

Accord i ng t o your i nst r uc t ions I have in connection th 

Genl. Arbuck l e made an agreement with the Creeks f or a locat i on 

f or the eminoles wit hi n the Creek N tion - I am not taking 

measure s f or the i mmediate removal of the Seminoles - I have 

engaged waggon~ and pur chased a few agri cultural i mplements -

and in t hr ee or f our days I h ope to start about One Thousand 

- Mi ccanopy - Cl oud Coa . har jo . with some othe r ch iefs have 

ag reed to s t a rt i mmed i ately - with the first party Alligato r 

wh o is near this post, is unwilling at present to go - indeed 

he has used his exertion to keep all with h im he can - nothing 

will b e done f or any unt i l t hey ge t to t he i r new homes 

when I feel Confi dent that those who go wi ll be well pleased-

·I h ave employed a di s c ree t man to go out with the Seminoles -

and will have a f ew hands to assist them - first to plant 

s ome corn . beans . pumpk i ns&- Col . Lo an the Agent will have 

a general cont r oul - and ive as much of his personal a t ten-

tion as he can to t he r emoval - and settling of t he Semino l es 

- as they will arr i ve t oo lat e to make much of a crop . I 

would respect f ul J y submi t i t f or y our conside ation that 

whatever ba l ance may be l eft of the fund for the indigent 

indian be res e rved f or t h e ueminoles - upon consideration 

of t heir removing i t i s use l ef s t o f ur nish t hose who remain 



around the garrison here with other farming utensils or any 

thing - else - they would i mnediately sell at a reduced 

price whatever is given them -

It is so i mportant to get the Seminoles settled -

that I have used every exertion to carry out t he instruct ions 

of the De pt - the Count ry set apart by Agreement with the 

Chiefs of the Cre ek ation f o the Seminoles is about thirty 

five miles fr om this place . between the deep Fork or little 

fork - and t he North fork of the Canadian . so as to embrace 

a country e qual in extent to the one the Seminol es were to 

have had i n the Creek Nation between the Ma in and Nor th 

fork of the Canadian - the Agreement - wi ll be forwarded 

you - '.!.'he country is a good one - Several of the Seminoles 

have seen it - and are pleased with it - I shall return to 

my Agency in a day or two . 

2 5 ._7~~: 

There has been some excitement in the Cherokee Nation -

Genl. Arbuckle sent a hundred Dragoons to reinforce a company 

of Infantry s t at i oned near the Arkansas line on Illinois . it 

will turn out that there i s no foundation for such excitement 

and nothing mo1~e than the threats of a few drunken Cherokee ~ 

on the line and some P~9R difficulties wi th the white s at 

a ~ hiskey shop on the line -

Respec tfully 

Yr . Mos t Obt . Servt 

vm Armstrong 

Act Supt 'l . T. 

( OIA: 1Vestern Supt 'y A- 582 . Choctaw Agency . 1839 . A- 588 . ) 



iest ern Supt 1y Fil e A- 582 . Choct aw Agy . 1839 . A- 587 . ) 

I1 or t Gi bs on 
d 2 . May . 1839 . 

T. Hartley Crawf ord , E sq~ 

Sir 

I have t he honor to enc l os e you a ~ ough statement handed 

me to day by Capt St ephenson of the probable expenditure under 

t he l a te Act of Congrefs t o each of the t r i bes -. t he state of 

t he f und wi l l d oubtlefs make it necefsary t o cease the i fsues 

- after the t i me t hat each have drawn - believe i ng thi s - I 

have c onsul t ed wi th Capt ~t ephenson who will make no i ssues 

beyond the time s t art ed - unt l further advised by you . - The 

Seminole s you will pe r ceive have drawn for a very short time -

thi s arises f r om t he f ac t of the i r drawi ng under the years 

subsis tence a t t he exp i rati on of which t i me they were taken 

up - und er t he l a te Act of Congrefs -

The r e is i n my opinion but l ittle ne cefsity to feed 

the i nd i ans - unl efs i t i s the Semi nole s - nd onl y those 

who remove t o t he country r ecently set apart . f or them by 

the Cre eks -

I pr esume Capt . Coll i n s ha s advised the Dept . of the 

situation of the fund - and the is sues he may have omi tted 

to do so and a s I am he re , on other bus inefs I have thought 

it proper to make thi s t a t ement - I hope the De pt . will have 

the balance of the appropri ation wi thhe l d f or the ~ ominoles 

who remove to the i r new count ry afte t he yea r s subsistence 

shall have expired 

Re spe ct ful ly Yr . most obt Se r vt . 
11\!11 Armstrong Act Supt ,_. . T . 
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TATE 1EJ: 'L' OF INDIGEN'r I ND I ANS 

Tribes Full Number Time d rawn for Amount of 

of rations Months days R tions i n 

money 

Dol ls Cents 
Osages 1800 5 I I 39690 00 
Qua paws 214 12 tl 11482 00 say f or six 
Choctaws 120 6 II 3155 00 months 
Creeks 1735 4 If 30605 00 
l;geminoles 600 3 18 9525 00 
2l!-d fl 70 3 11 1039 00 

3fd II 233 3 2 3150 go 

4~h II 99 1 26 490 00 

~ 99136 . 00 

deduc t s i x months f or Quapaw 5740 00 

(>93396 00 

In cas e the Creek s are i fsued t o f or six month s the whole amount 

will be ~113 . 440 . l eaving a balance of ~8560 . 

( OIA : '/este rn Supt ' Y Fi le A 582 f· c . Choctaw Agency 1839 . A- 587 . ) 



Grand Sali ne May 3the 1839 

Genl Arbuckle 
r D •• Sir 

This will be handed to you by a Peholey In-

dian who has been Li ving for Several Years near Chouteau 

Trading house and it appears has been Sent here by the 
know 

Commanches to Let L . ChouteauAthey are now in Redinefs to 

meet him in Council as they have been promising him a 

Long time to meet him in Council This man has came here to 

see Chout eau and he is not here and now is going to Returne 

Back from her e to the Commanchees and Says he is at a Lofs 

what to Say t o them; I think it will be much Regreted by 

the Genl. goverment if it is not attended to as they have 

been Long a t rying to get them togither to make a Treaty 

. 26l}' 

of peace wi th them I Think it is in yous and Capt Armstrongs 

power to make Some arrangrnent to meet them people as I under-

stang they are coming on to meet the Commissioners in good 

faith thi s i s all I can say to you on the subject you can 

say to the Indian what you please I should should be will -

ing to go wi th any Commishi oner i n behalf of my own Nation 

to meet them As I understand they wish to make peace with 

all Nations as wi ll as the Genl . Goverment 

Respectfully your friend 

John Rogers 

( OIA: 
1839. 

western upt'y File A 597- 609-674 . Ft . Gibson . 
A-597.) 



For t Gibson , 6 May 1839 

Sir 

I have the honour t o enclose my returns for d i sbur s e -

ments during first quarter of 1839 . My absence to Little 

Rook after funds has prevented my forwarding them earlier . 

Tus-ke-hew-haw Cufsetaw and Blind Uchee Thing , Creek 

Chiefs, having bot h been dead for several years , the $200 

for former, $100 for l a t ter forwarded for payment a s part 

of the Creek Annui ty , was retained by me to the credit of 

the U. States. 

Abstr act for the purchase and ifsue of pr ovisions 

at payment of the Li ttle Osage Annuity have not yet been 

received from M~ Callaway Act . g . Sub Agent . So soon as 

received t hey wi ll be forwarded . 

T. Hartley Crawford Es q 

Com~ Ind~ Affa i r s. 

Very respectfully 

Your obt Servt . 

J . Van Horne Lieut U. S. A. 

Mil¥ Di sb~ Agent Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Western Supt ' y File V 139-142- 140 . Ft . Gibson . 1839 . 
V-139.) 
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Fort Smith Ark 

8 May 1839 

Ron. J. Poinsett 

H Crawford 

Com! I ndian Affairs 

Dr Sir 

Some time in June last I made a communication to 

c. A. Harris l ate Comm~ Indian Affairs developing the mode 

used by the late ontractors (Glasgow Harrison & Co) for 

feeding the Creeks - In that document I plainly she e ' d 

that said Indians were cheated out of at least one third 

of their rations - I also stated that I was wil ling and 

ready to prove all that I charged these men with in my 

Communication 

I did hope that I shduld not again be under the nee-

efsity of troubling the department , on this subject, and 

that the depa rtment would have used every means in bringing 

these greedy Contractors to justice - But I find on my re-

turn from Texas (where I have been for the last 8 mos) that 

your depart ment have not investigated into this matter -

and that these men are playing the same game on the Chero-

kees. - You have the means in your hands to Correct the 

evil, and ord er the ir pay to be suspended until a full and 

fair investigation of their late frauds Committed in feed-

ing the Creeks can take place - I say again and again , I 

am able and ready to make my charges good against them -
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As I have taken up the position against these 

swindling Contractors, and accused them , I am determined 

to have their Conduct b rought to light - even should I be 

driven to the painful necefsity of laying the matter be-

fore next Congrefs which would not be , in accordance with 

my feelings, but unl efs you hold an investigating Committee 

on the Matter here in this region it is the only alterna-

tive left me - to pursue -

I notice that last Congrefs app~ $5000 for investi-

gating frauds practiced on the Creeks - I hope it may in-

clude this mat t e r - for when this matter comes up there 

will be found against these Contractors a true bill or 

deficit in f eeding of One hundred and fifty Thousand 

dollars, which they can be made to pay - and refund it 

to the Creeks - Perhaps you may have enquired of the 

govmt- officers about this matter - and they have reported 

favo urable to the Contractors , but let me ask you - if the 

D. b. Agent at Lit t le Rock 200 miles from this country and 

Capt Stephenson at Fort Gi bson (who never attended an ifsue 

to there people) Could be in the pofsefsion of the informa-

tion that I am on this subject - I tell you that all Ste-

phensons Comm.fs were bribed I have the documents and 

proof in my hands - Sir who are these Contra tors that 

their conduct should not be enquired into - and why should 

they be allowed to amafs princely fortune's.by swindling 

these unfortunate people - You might ask and who are you 

the accuser - Sir I wi l l tell you for fifteen years I 



traded from Saint Louis to Santa fcl to the 1ocky Mountains 

and every part of Mexico - Soon after you left the City 

of Mexico I was appointed U. S Co~su1 of the California ' s 

- On my return to the U' S I was recommended by more than 

30 members of Congrefs Mf Rives and Mr Benton Leading them 

for Lt. Con! of 2~d Regmt. Dragoons - again if you will ex-

amine the documents in your office you will find a report 

made out by me at the request of the late Secty of ·ar 

Lewis Cafs on the subject ot the Indians occupying the 

prairies and Rocky Mountains - On that report he based a 

report to Congrefs askin fo r $20 . 000 to bring the Chief s 

of the prairie Ind ians to ashington (congrefs did not 

act on it) he requested me to performe that duty but it 

was given to another ( C on~ Chout eaw) excuse me for being 

thus particular but believe me when I tell you these men 

must be brought t o justice 

Respy 

A J Raines 

(OIA: estern Supt'y FileR 416. Ft . Smith . 1839. ) 



Sir 

Head Qr. 2Q Dept. V. Division 

Fort Gibson May 8~~ 1839 . 

I have the hono herewith to enclose for your i nforma-

tion a letter received t h i s day from John Rogers a Principal 

Ohi·ef of the Cherokees, and to inform you that I have directed 

Lieut. Bowman 1~~ Dragoons who is ordered to the \ estern 

Prairie to send word to the Camanches that Colonel Chouteaw 

is dead, and that their des ire to come will be immediately 

communicated to ~ashington where it is expected that a new 

Commissioner will be appointed to meet them this fall, pro-

vided it is thei wish to vis it ~ ashington at that time . 

To 

I am Sir 

Very Respectfully 

Your Ob~ Servt , 

M. Arbuckle 

Brevt Brigd~ Genl U. S . A. 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq~ , 

Commissione r of Ind ian Affairs 

'Ja shington City. 

(OIA: ~estern Supt'y File A 597-609-674. Ft. Gibson. 1839. 
A-597.) 



War Department 

Office Indian Affairs 

8th June 1839. 

Sir, 

Information recently received induces the belief 

that Gamblers have i ntroduced themselves among the Indians 

in the Western Territory. On the destructive consequences 

of their indulgence of the passion f or gaming, stimulated 

and defrauded by skilful and dishonest men, it is unneces -

sary to enlarge. I propose , if it meets your approbation , 
all 

to instruct the Act ing Superintendent to remove i~t game-

sters who may be found among the Indians out of the territory, 

and to exclude them therefrom, as the only means ·of protec-

tion within the power of the Department. I t is not improba-

ble there ·may be combinations of these persons, and tbeir 

alders and abettors, and, whether or not, military aid may 

be required to enable the superintendent to execute his in-

structions - I therefore respectfully request that you will 

cause orders to be issued to the military commander or com-

manders in that quar ter, to co-operate wi th the super intend-

ent to the above end, and to carry i nto execution such direc -

tions as he may give for that purpose. 

Very r espectfully 

Your mo obt st 

Hon T. Hartley Crawford. 

J. R. Poinsett 

Secy of War. 

(OIA: ~stern Supt'y. File W 903-953. War Dept. 1839. W-908.) 



Sir 

Choctaw Agency Jest 

June s~h 1839 . 

The Camanches and Kiowa Chiefs arrived at Fort Gib-

son some days since , and were sent to this place by order 

of Gen! Arbuckl e , i n charge of Lieut Northup of the Drag-

oons, 

They were to have met co! Choteaw at Camp Mason this 

spring about t he lst May, fo the purpose of going on to 

Washi ngton, They were informed before they reached Camp 

Ma son of t he death of Cot Choteau, they however reached that 

place, whe re they fell in ~ith a Deleware who brought them 

on to Gibson, 

The principal Chief of the Camanche nation, and also 

of the Kiowa's were of the number , besides some of the small-

er tribes, Upon exi mi nation of the instructions of the De-

partment, I f elt f ully authorised to send them on to ash-

ington, but d etermined to lay the whole subject ·before them, 

and l eave it t o their own decision, I wished to emprefs up-

on them the f act that altho Col Choteau had died , whatever 

he had pr omi sed them about going on to see their great 

Father t he President of the United States, I had been 

directed to carry out , They finally concluded not to go 

on, had I pref sed them they would have done so , but un-

der the inst r ucti ons I di d not feel authorised to do · so, 

the season o f the year i s so far advan ced, and they 

would necefsari l y have to be confined i n Steam Boats 
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and Stages, with a change of d i et, Climate and indeed every 

thing, that I thought it best they should take the course 

they did, There were Seventeen men and seven women , they 

rode good mules, were fine looking men , and I have no doubt 

left here yesterday well pleased with the i r reception, I 

had them well provided with proviston, and also gave them 

some Blankets Strouding and some other articles , with the 

provision, amounting to some Six or Seven hundred dollars . 

The bills of whi ch I will send on , all of which I hope 

will meet the approbation of the Department, 

Ve have now from Arkansas, a considerable number of 

traders who pafs immedi a tely throu h the country inhabited 

by these tribes, It was therefore the more _ important ~hey 

should return with kind feelings, Should the Department di -

rect, I can have these indians brought in upon short notice , 

and taken on to ~ashington, I told them if their great 

Father wanted to see them he would direct me and I would 

send for them, 

The Choctaw and Chickasaws assembl ed and had a large 

ball play, the ~ ild Indians were highly oelighted , alt o-

gether the visit I hope wil l prove of advantage to our 

citizens, 

In relation t o the ac count s of the late Cot Choteau 

the administ r ator lives at stLouis, I have therefore not 

been able to do any thing in relation to the expenditures 

made by Co~ Choteau, und r the late act of Congrefs , but 
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a very small portion of the appropr i a t ion however could 

have been expended, 

T. Hartley Crawford 

Commf Ind ian Affa i r s 

Very Respectfully 

Yr Mo Obt Sev~ 

m Armstrong 

Act Supt T 

(OIA: Western Supt' y Fi l e A 597 - 609- 674 . Ft . Gibson . 1839. 
A-609.) 

2'6 9 



Choctaw Agency West 

July 1st 1839 

Sir 

I have the honor to enclose you copy of a pasport 

from the the Mexican Govr of Chichuachua to Henry Connelly 

a citizen of the United St ates, You will also find en-

closed copy of a letter from Majr Wilson Commd~ Fort 

Towson by which you will see the that the party have 

gone on to New Orleans by water leaving the ir Mules 

&C. in the vicinity of Fourt Towson , I considered it 

proper to give you the enclosed copies, as this is the 

first expedition of the kind , arriving in this country , 

Very respectfully 

Yr . Mo Obt Sev~ 

Wm Armstrong 

T, Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Commr of Indian Affairs 

Act Supt W. T. 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File A 520-618. Choctaw Agency . 1839. 
A-618.) 



Department of St ate, 

"ashington , 17th July , 1839 . 

To the Honorable Joel R. Poinsett, 

Qecretary of 7ar . 

Sir 

I transmit a copy of a note from Mr Dunlap, the Envoy 

Extraordinary and Minister Pleni potent i ary of Texas , invit -

ing the att ention of this government to those stipulations 

in the treaty wit h Mexico which r elate to incursions and 

depredations of I ndi n s, and communicating sundry document s 

showing attempts of Mexican authorities to incit e Ind i ans 

within our t erri tory to make hostile incur sions into Texas 

and~ the d isposition of those I ndians t o act ac ordingly . 

Mr Dunlap has been info rmed i n r epry that h s note and its 

accompaniments should be referred to your department , which 

would no doubt exert its b est energi es towards the fulf i l -

ment on our pa t of the stipulations referred to . 

I have t he honor t o be , Sir, 

Your obedient servant , 

John Forsyth 

(OIA: Misc. F~le S 1536- 1580 . Stat e Dept . 1839. S-1536.) 
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Wa r Dep;t rtment 

Office I ndian Affairs 

29. July 1839 

Sir, 

I have received today yours of the l~t instant , enclos-

ing a copy of a communication to you from Major l; 'ilson at Fort 

Towson - & a translation of a passport to Mr . Henry Connelly , 

& his party, granted by "Simon Elias Gouzales, Colonel of' the 

Mexican Army, Governor & Commandant General of' the Department 

of Chihuahua." 

This proceeding is of' an unusual character , and is well 

calculated t o conf'irm the i mpressions entertained by Texas 

that the Mexican authorities are using means to bring about 

an incursion into that republic by Indians resident in the 

United States . Our policy is to exclude all foreign asso-

elation with the I ndi ans in our limits , for reasons which 

27l~ 

are obvious. These wild people must be under our own exclusive 

control - otherwise we shall be embroiled through them with 

neighbor ing communities - their annuities and other benef'ac-

tions of the United States be. swept away by strangers , and 

a state of' feeling engendered towards t his country, which 

may be of' the most dangerous character. The expedition 
aspect 

wears a peacef'ul ~~-f~it~f, but it may cover int entions 

aga inst the execution of which it is our duty to guard . 

The whole measure is at war with the i ntercourse 

law of 18 ~, which, if any person other than an Indian 

shall attempt to "introduce goods" into the Indian Country, 

"or to trade therein without such license," forfeits "all 



merchandize offe r ed f or sale to the Indians, or found in his 

possession," and i mposes a penalty of $500 - prohibits the 

granting of a license to a foreigner, and enacts that if he 

shall go into the Indian Country, without a passport from 

the Wa r Department , the Superintendent, agent, or sub- agent 

of Indian Af fa irs, or from the officer of the Un ted States 

commanding t he nearest military post on the frontier, or sha 1 

remain intent i ona lly therein after the expiration of such 

passport, he shall forfeit $1000 . It is further provided 

that if "any person" shall drive, or otherwise convey any 

s t ock of horses~ mules, or cattle, to range or feed on any 

land belonging to any tribe, without the consent of such 

tribe, he shall forfeit $1 . for every animal of such 

stock. 

The 10 author i ses the Superintendent of Indian Af-

fairs, and Indian Agents and Sub agents, to remove from the 

Indian country, all persons found therein contrary to law -

and the President is author i zed to direct the military 

force to be empl oyed i n such removal . 

I have recited t hese provisions to bring into a 

small compass some of t hos e particulars in which the law 

& this visit of forei gners , under the controul of a per-

son, styling hi mself a citi zen of the Un i t ed States , 

conflict. It is evident t hat this course of things 

must not continue , or b e permi tted . 

That this party will t rade more or less with the 

United States Indi ans, in contravention of our policy , 

is not to be doubted. The opportunity i s afforded to 



them, under cover of a passport from the Agent of a friendly 

power, to tamper with tho se easily deluded people . It is 

unnecessary to go into detail. You will , as soon as this 

communication reaches you, represent to Mr. Connelly the 

views herein contained, & require him & his followers to 

withdraw from the terri tory of the United States immediate-

ly - and inform him that their commercial speculations must 

be pursued thro' some other channel; as we do not suffer, 

even our own citi zens to mingle with the Ind ians , much less 

can we permit them unde r a foreign passport, or foreigners , 

to embarass our r elations with the Indians or others -

I regard this as a matter of great importance, and 

request your immediate attention to the instructions now 

given - and that a copy of them be transmitted without de-

lay to Major Wilson, at Fort Towson, fo his co- operation 

therein -

Very respectfully 

Yr- ob. serv. 

T. Hartley Crawford 

Capt. W~. Armstrong 

Choctaw Agency West . 

(OIA: estern Supt•y File W 903-953. ar Dept . 1839. ~-953.) 



Sir, 

War Depa rtment , 

Of f i ce Indian Aff airs , 

29 . J uly 1839 . 

I received to-day the papers , of which copies are 

enclosed, and transmi t them, together with a copy of the 

instructions I propose to give the Acting Superintendent 

of Indian Affa irs i n t he ~estern Territory on the occasion . 

I deem the matter of sufficient consequence to a sk 

for your special direct i on therein , and for submifsion, if 

you think proper, t o t he President of the United tates . 

Hon J. R. Poinsett, 

New York. 

Very Respect fully 

Your Mo . Obt . Servant 

T. Hart l ey Cr awford . 

(OIA: Western Supt'y Fil e W 903-953 . 1839. - 953 . ) 



Sir 

Choctaw Agency ··est 

September 9th . 1839 . 

I had the bono to inform ou on the 17~h Augus t 

that I would as early as possible ive ou the informa-

tion ou desired in relation to the Amount req red to 

meet the expendi tures f or subsisting the different In-

d i ans . 

T ese amount s are very large p r ticularly the Chero-

kees the tribe is large , and the subsi t n progrefs ng 
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for all t he em gration f o them some time makes the expenses 

very heavy . 

The epart me t are aware that a very large qunnt ty of 

provision as shi ped to both Forts Gibso and Coffee for 

t he different Indi ans, The emi gration did not progrefs as 

fas t as was expe cted by the Department . The consequence 

was that t he rev i s ions purchased Consisting of Flour Corn 

Bacon and Pork and ship ed as above as likely to spoil, 

indeed it did so to a g~eat . extent . Capt Col lins and my-

self was directed by the Dept . to make the best disposi-

tion we could of t he provision, That port ion of it at 

Fort Gibson was sol d to efs Glasgov· & Harris on , The 

Pork at Fort Coffee purchas d fo the Chickasaws wa s 

exchanged with Loren zo Cl rk o Arkansas for Beef . These 

Contra~t s have all doubtlefs been forwarded the Depart-

ment by Capt Col l ins . 

The exchange of t he provi sion was absolutely necef-
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the purchase was unus ually large , and prov ed a total 
lofs 

sary to preserve it from a total lofs in the end , The Con-

tract with Glasgow & Harris n f or t he p ovision they r eceived 

I suppose is settl ed by Capt Colli ns . 

The exchange of Pork to Col . Clark belonging to the 

Chickasaws is not settled , when t he late ifsue of seven months 

to them wa s progrefsing I rote Capt ollins to make an arrange-

ment with the Contractors to rece ive the Beef from Clark he 

done so. Clarke delivered orne four thousand dollars worth 

of beef. the rema i nder amount ing to fourteen or fi ft e n thous -

and dolla rs was not delivered . I designing go ng down to Li ttle 

Rock at the close of t s month , e~t my engagements will not 

permit me to leave until the end o f the ~uarter , when I will 

obtain from Capt Collins t he papers & . and endeavour to make 

the settl ement. I would be pleas ed to have such inst ructions 

as the Department may choose to g ve , 

The Chi .kasaw Contract f or t he seven Months i s f nished 

the roll sho Ms 59 . 47. Ind i ans wh "ch f or the time acc ordin to 

t he contra ct pric e of rat ion s , fift een c ents nine and nine 

tenths of a mill , make about the sum of 204 . 000 leav n out 

expenses of Commifsari es, ro this deduc t $ 25 . 0 . paid , and 

the same amount in my hands on the Re ceiver of ubl c r onies 

at Pontitoc , There is a small party subs stin· f o t he year 

by Doak & Tims under a contrac t with Capt ,oll i ns "hat the 

cost is I am unabl e to say . Ther e is also a balance f or 

the t welve months subsist enc e under the Contract wi th Glas -

gow & Harrison this I am unabl e to sa the Amount . of un-



.til a s e ttlement i s mad , , if it has not been done by Capt 

Collins, 
is completed 

The ifsue to the CherokeesAup to 31st August , The Con-

tractor s have dep osited for saf e keeping in the Iron Chest 

at this pl ace , about t hree hundred and t hi ty t housand dol-

lars i n provision Che cks for ifsues to the Cherokees From 

this s ixt y five thou and dol ars paid them is to be deducted , 

Also depo ited prov sion Checks for Seminol es for Thirty 
Creek 

s even thousand dollars, For Indigent, Indi ans th rty t hree 

thousand dollars . For the Indigent Seminoles about t we lve 

t hous and dollars, A deduction of Nine thousand dollars 

f or the in i gent Indi ans, has to be made from the above , and 

one thousand dollars f or t he Semino e wh ch has been paid , 

t he contr ctors , 

The Osages and Quapaws wi t h a small party of Choctaws 

wi l l amount to some thi ty or forty thousand dollars to be 

added t o t he above constitutes the who e amount up to the 

31st August . 

The Subsisting of Indi ans vill soon be closed ind eed 

it is no ~ so to all but the Che rokees . whose year s not 

out, and to the indigent Seminoles . on the deep Fork . I 

have s i nce I became immedia tely in charg of them end avoured 

to close them up . I have been thus particular in ment i oning 

the l arge purchas e s of provi s ion that the Dept . may be fully 

in possefs ion of the ex hanges that were made , and be enab ed 

to give such ins t ructions as t hey may deem proper in the 

settlement of t he bus i nefs. 
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st On the 21. J une , I had the honor to vrite y ou relative 

to the l a st part y of Chickasaws brought on by Cof pshaw, 

amounting to some five hundred , who we r e not subsisted .for 

the s even mont hs , for t he reas on that t hey were then draw-

ing fo r t he year . They are very desirous to receive the 

seven onths i f su e , especially the meat part of the ration 

I have dec l ined doing any thing further , until direc ted by 

the Department This ifsue ordered to be made will close 

the s ubsistence , 

Very Re spectfu~ly 

Your ~o Obt . Sev~ 

T Hartley Crawford Es f 

Commr of In~ Affairs 

'lashington City . 

!!1 Armstrong 

Act Supt V. T. 

(CIA: ~est ern Supt ' y File A522- 670- 673 . Cho taw Agency . 
1839. A- 67 3·. ) 



Choctaw Agency West 

September lOth 1839 

Sir 

You will please find enclosed State~ent of expenses , 

for Goods provision & . furni shed the Camanches Kioways 

&C. in their recent visi t to this place, whiah I had the 

honor to communicate to you on the 8th June last , I 

would respectfully request to b e directed to pay the 

Accounts so as to close them in the 4th Quarter of 

this year 

Very respectful ly 

Your Mo Obt Sevt 

!Vr;t Armstrong 

Act Supt . ~ T. 

T Hartley Crawford Esq~ 

Commr of Ing Affairs 

(CIA: 
18:39. 

Washington City. 

Vestern Supt 'y File A 597-609-674 . Ft . Gibson. 
A-674.) 



Doct Linn 

Dear Sir 

I beg l eave ·to refer you to ME la shington Hood 

for information about Origon & The I ndians he can also g ve 

you some useful i nformation respect i ng the rascally frauds 

which hav e been and are daily being practiced on the Gove r n-

ment and I nd i ans by the Fur Company . M~ H is an eng neer 

and will probably spend the winter in Washt 

I must now call your attention to one of the gxeatest 

frauds which hav e been practiced oh the Government for years 

in t he ! est . Harrison Glasgow & Co of Howard county ob-

tained a contract some time since at Little Rock from Capt . 

Collins t o supply the Ind i ans with Beef Pork &C uppon th s 

contra ct they have :Re aP cl eared upwards of Five Hundred 

thousand Dol lars and it be ng distinctly understood that he 

the said Collin·s i s to have one sixth of this enormous 

proffit t he ~ontract bares f raud on its verry face . These 

same men obt ained las t Sp ing or Summer annother sim lar 

contract a t an eno rmous high pri ce . hen a respectable 

man living at Independence , o r Lexington , offered to take 

the contract at ab out one half backed by Geo. Colier he 

took t he troubl e to go all t he way to Little Rock & says 

this Collins wood hardly l ook at h i s b i d This information 

I got from on of t e sub contrac t ors he i s a pla i n honest 

troothful man. he r ema r ked he knew the s e to be facts . and 

although defe r ing with the admi nistrati on it was a shame 

the Gover nment should be so cheated Thi s i nformation I 

derived in a private way an am not liberty to g i ve his 
name. 

281 



I have unde rstood t h is Capt Co l l i ns has been ordered 

to ~ashington to s ettl e h: s a/c ~ I h ope you will not fa il 

to have it looked into. he has been a fortunate off i ce . 

All of t hes e part y s ar e fu i gs & I can afsure you thes e 

men are useing this money verry lavishly to brake our part y 

down & in some plaice s the 1hi gs are useing thi s affa i r to 

our disadvan t age some of the sub contractor s are living i n 

Saline County 

I f y ou have any part i cular fri ends about Glas gow you 

might get some i nform . 

Respectfully 

J . Jones 

Howard Nov 20 . 1839 

Bill 

I h ope you will keep an eye to the Va Military land 

many of your constituents are i ntere sted in it . 

(OIA: e stern Supt ' y File L894 . vashi ngton. no date . Linn , 
Hon. L. T. J. Jones. Stat ingthat Gla s gow & Harrison , etc . 
1839.) 
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Statement of Goods Provisions &C. Furnished the Camancha 

Kioway and other wind t~ibes of Indians who lately vis-

ited the Choctaw Agency, For the purpose of going on to 

Washington, By appointment with the late Col . Choteau, 

and who diclined going further --

------------------ ~------ ---- --------- - ------- - ----------

John Connor (Interpreter) - $'7.0.00 

John DeHart Ferriage acrofs Arkansas - 9.00 

John H. Heald & Co. 

4 ps. Bl ue prints - 114 3/8 yds . . 35 40 . 00 

10 " Red Ditto 32'7-i " 20 65 . 50 

4 " Checks 196~ " 25 49.12~ 

2 Doz Butcher Knives 300 6 .00 

2 " Papers Paint 450 .. g.oo 

2 " combs 225 4.50 

sot: Powder '75 3'7 . 50 

21 yds. Scarlet Cloth - 250 52.50 

loon Bar Lead 12t 12.50 

2 Doz Handkfs. 450 9.00 

2 " Tin Cups 150 3.00 

23!J Tobacco 3'7i 12.00 

'7 ps. Binding 37-! 2.62i 

8 doz Gun Fl~nts 12! 1.00 

8 Papers Needles 12i 1.00 

2~ Linnen Thread ~25 2.50 

23-i- Yds Calico 50 11.'75 
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4 Bridles 100 4 . 00 

4 Brass Kettles 325 13.00 

3iX: Sugar. 14 . 50 

2tn Coffee 20. . 50 

25 Col~ Mack . Blankets 500 125 . 00 

10 . Axe . Part . Hatches 125 12.50 

2 Painted Buckets 75 1 . 50 

Sumner Grimes Beef & Corn 68 . 75 

J efsee Chissam Beef Corn & Bacon 24.50 

$ 648 . 75 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt ! • T. 

(CIA : Western Supt 'y File A 597-609-674. Ft . Gibson. 
1 839 . A- 674.) 
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Extract from a letter, dated 1~t January 1840 , received 

at the Department of State from the United States Consul 
rd at Matamoros, on the 3-- of arch 1840 -

"During the last six months various small parti es 

of Indians have arrived in this City at different times 

rrom the eastern part of Texas, consisting principal ly 

of Cherokees, Delawares, Kickapoos and Caddoes . They 

muster at present about eighty warriors , all of whom, 

it would seem have entered into the Mexican Service -

They draw their rations and have been furn1.shed with 

arms, ammuniti on, clot hing , etc- Some of the head men 

have lately returned from a visit to their respective 

tribes, One of them, who speaks Engl ish and calls him-

self Jim, informed me that he had visited several Indian 

Tribes within the limi ts of the United States, particular-

ly the Delawares. I have been unable to elicit from him 

anything of importance with regard to the object of the 

mission. It would be well, howe ver to apprise the In-

dian Agents on the We stern border of the U. States of these 

movements, in order that they may be on the alert and check 

any improper interference with the Tribes under their 

charge. 

On the 11th Ulto:, a party of these Indians , to-

gether with several Mexicans, f el l in with Six Texians , 

accompanied by two Mexican Servants, on1 'their way from 
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Mier to San Antonio de Bexar.- They killed all the Tex-

ians, stripped them of their clothing and effects and 

brought the two servants prisoners to this place. It 

is said Col. Rofs was one of the Texian party" -

(OIA: Misc. FileS 1708. Dept . of State . 1840 . ) 

• 
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Department of State 

Ya shington March 4th 1840. 

Hon: Joel R Poinsett 

Secretary of ~ar -

Sir. 

I have the honor to enclose for your information, 

an extract from a letter received at this Department on 

the 3rg Inst: from the United States Consul at Matamoros -

I have the honor to be 

Sir: 

Your Obedi ent Servant 

John Forsyth 

(OIA: Misc. FileS 1708. Dept. of State . 1840.) 
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Saint Loui s May 1- 1840 

T. H Crawford Esqr. 

Comifr Ind Affs 

Sir -

Your l e t ter of 7~t April , asking information 

relative to a par t y of Vhites that are Supposed to have 

been destroyed by t he Camanches has been received, & we 

hasten to reply & put you in pofsefsion of all the in -

formation we have upon the subject: In the fall of 1838 
1 Co . A. P. Chouteau, who wa s desirous of opening an inter-

course with t h e Caman ches , despatched his nephew E. Chou-

teau in sear .h of t hem,( accompanied by a small part y) & 

f rom whom we got our informat i on . r M. c. remained wi th them, 

some days, & during h i s sojourn in their Encampment a ar 

party returned br i nging i n with them the Scalps of twelve 

or fifteen pers ons , that they had found & killed on the 

Colorado . They a lso brought in Tents , clothi ng & a consid-

erabl e amount of Merchandize . Mf C. says he examined thei r 

clothing, saddlebag s &c very mi nut ely, with the hopes, 

that he might thereby get s ome clue t o t h e names of the 

persons killed - but wi thout s uccefs - They we r e evident-

ly a party of Traders, from the amount & descri ption of 

Merchandi ze they had with t hem -

A few days aft er , another a r pa r ty came in, bring-

ing with them the Scalps & surveying instruments of a 

party of Surveyors t hat they had found & kill ed on the 

Rio Brasses • • 
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These murders took place in the month of October 

1838. 

With Much Respect 

We are Sir 

Yr Obt Srvts 

P. Chouteau Jr & Co 

(OIA: Misc. File C 1195. St. Louis. 1840.) 



Napoleon outh of 

Arkansas 15 Augt . 1840 . 

Sir. 

I am de tained here waiting the arrival of a steam 

Boat hoping to be ab l e to get up by Water as far as Little 

Rock - from which place if I can do no better I will trans -

port in 1aggons a sufficiency of the specie I have with me 

- to commence the Cherokee payment - I am ext remely anxious 

to reach the ind i an Country where I am fully sensible my 

presence is required but disagreeabl e as it is I must re -

main with t he specie until I get at least as far as Little 

Rock. 

My long abs ence from my Agency and my not being able 

to reach there for some days - will require explanation -

with the accounting officers of the Treasury - in the delay 

of my accounts - which I must ask the favour of you t o have 

explained you may be assured that I will get on as fast as 

possible - and info rm you immediately on my arrival - of the 

situation of the Count ry . &c -

Respectfully. yr . 

Most Obt Servt 

T. Hartley Crawford, Es q~ 

Commr. of Ind. Affra . 

VIm Armstrong 

Act Supt • . T. 

(OIA: Western Suptty ·File A 850-876-877. Napoleon . 1840. 
A-850.) 
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Fort Gibson 

19 . Sept 1840 . 

Sir. 

I have the honor to e nclose you accounts of r • Danen-

burgh - who was a commissary in the Cherokee Subsistence -

M:r Danenburgh was employed by Capt St ephenson I found him 

29 1 ". 

engaged in the d ischarge of his duty - which he done faithfully 

as fa as I know - at the closing of the Cherokee Cont r•ac t -

the other Commissaries were di scharged leaving - still a 

portion of there issue s unsettled - this is the reason of 

r. D- being continued b eyond the time of the other - I 

did not feel autho r ized to pay the within accounts and at 

the request of Mr- D- have submi tted them to you - I have 

put his per diem pay at t wo Dollars & fifty cents -

Re spec tfully y !: · 

most obt Servt 

W Armstrong 

Act upt W 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq:r 

Commr- Ind Affs 

(OIA: We stern ~upt'y File A850- 876 -877. Napoleon . 1840 . 
A-877.) 



Fort Gibson 

20 Sept 1840 . 

Sir 

I . am engaged in paying the Cherokees and will hand 

over to Col Logan funds for paying the Creeks & Seminoles 

- Mr Calloway Osage Sub Agent is daily expected . he will 

take up the annuity and goods for the Osages - the Creek 

goods are als o here and will be paid over to them -

I have had a long Council with the Seminoles and 

feel gr eat Confidence that they will be able to succeed 

i n induc i ng there brethern in Florida to emegrate - they 

r eel there weak situation here - and are very desirous 

to be strengthened by those in Florida - I am not deceived 

in t here great anxiety - to induce there brethren to erne-

g rate - I have been delayed in getting on beyond my time 

292: ; 

- bu t I wi ll work hard to get off - The Seminoles are to re-

c eive t he r e annuity in Ten day ' s after which - Capt . Page 

will s t art wi th the Seminoles . for Florida if nothing 

fur ther i s heard . - If I cannot get off with them I will 

start very soon after - for I have great Confidence in 

succeeding -

Respectfully . Yr , 

Most obt servt 

T. Ha rtley Cr awfo rd . Esqr . 

Commr of Ind. Af f rs. 

wm Armstrong 

Act · upt - "'1. T. 

(OIA: west ern ~upt'y Fi le A850- 876-877. Napoleon . 1840 . 
A-876.) 



Sir, 

Head Quarters 29 Dep~ w. Division 

Fort Gibson, September 22q 1840. 

I have received your letters of the 21~t and 25~h ult9 

and can inform you that the Ifsue of provisions to the Chero-

kees has closed, and that the supply to the Emigrants from 

Texas amount.s to but a li t .tle more than three thousand dol-

lars and to all, to one hundred and seventy two thousand 

three hundred and sixteen dollars forty seven and a half 

cents. 

I have repeatedly urged that money should be forwarded 

to pay the contractor John Martin (of the Cherokee Nation) 

and his Friends, who have been compelled to borrow money to 

enable them to comply with the Contract, and have not received 

a reply to my letters on this subject, I have therefore urged 

Captain Armstrong Acting Superintendent W. Territory, to advance 

if potsible from the Funds in his pofsefsion fifty or sixty 

thousand dollars to relieve the Contractor from his present 

embarrafsments and in consequence of the Military work at 

Port Smith having been discontinued for the present and the 

Quarter Master not having money to pay the Mechanics and 

·Labourers, I have requested him to turn over to Major 

Thomas Quarter Master, thirty thousand dollars to effect 

that object, which he bas done with the understanding 

that that sum will be refunded to him by the Quarter Master's 

Department at an early period. 

It affords me pleasure to inform you that I have noticed 

of late a disposition on the part of the Seminole Chiefs in 
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this Country to be satisfied with the Country afsigned to 

the Seminoles on the Deep Fork or the cannadian, and as 

it is obvious that they desire to increase their numbers, 

I judge that those that return to Florida with Captain 

Armstrong and Captain Page, will use their best exertions 

to induce their people there to remove to this Country 

without further delay, or opposition. 

To 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq. 

Commitsf Indian Affairs 

Washington ~ity. 

I am, Sir, 

very respectfully 

your ob~ serv~ 

M, Arbuckle 

Brigd~ Gen~ U S. A 

(OIA: Western Supt 1y File A 875. Ft. Gibson. 1840.) 
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Hon. J. R. Poinsett, 

Secretary of ~ar . 

Sir, 

Mifs i ona ry House, Boston , 
d 2 . Oct . 1840 . 

The Rev. John D. Paris , Rev . David R. ~illiams , & 

Mr. Villiam H. Rice, wi th their wives , propose to soon to 

start for t he Oregon country , u~der the patronage of the 

American Board of Commif sioners for For~ign Mifsions , t o 

labor to introduce Chri stian & other useful knowledge 

among the Ind i an tr i bes in that qua rter. Those who 

have heretofore ent e red that country under the patronage 

of our Society have been kindly furnished with letters 

from your Depart ment , stating that they were authorised 

to enter and re s i de i n the Indian country , and commend-

ing them to t he prote ct i on , and f riendly regard to any 

military off i cers of the United States, Indian Agents , 

or trad '-: rs, with whom the might meet . The persons 

named at the beginning of this l etter , and the Society 

which sends them out woul d regard i t as a favor to be 

acknowledged, i f s i milar l etters might be furnished to 

each of them from your Department. 

Ve ry r es pectfully your 

obedient Se r vant, 

David Greene 

Sec¥ A. B.C •. M. 

P.S. Please direct the letters to my care i n Boston, . Maf s . D. G. 

(OIA: Misc. File G 552. Boston. 1840.) 
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Extract 

Ma in Canadian 

Cr eek Nat on Feb¥ 3d 1842 

At a council of Cr eek Chiefs and head men of the Creek 

Nation the fol l owing r emarks wer e made to the undersigne by 

opothleyohola at the place and date above . 

Opothleyohola You have been sent here on bus ness by the 

President to s ee t he I ndians - and we have some business about 

which we are constantly talking . e have claims; and have made 

out and s ent the papers ln relation to them, and I will now 

just mention t he heads of them. When you l ook over the papers 

you will see al l ·1about it . 

A number of years ago /r813?7 the Cr eeks vent to war 

among each other, and the whites were called in; and General 

Jackson came in and sett led the war , and gave the Indians a 

talk at the close of it: Af terwards we heard that General 

Jackson wa s made President and a delegat i on of Creeks went to 

Washington to see hi m. 

When General Jackson t alked to the Friendly Creeks at 

the close of the war {1814 ? ) he told t hem they had los t ever y-

thing they had and t hat t hey must have a l ist of everythi ng 

they had lost made out and they should be paid for i t; and 

they understood that Congress had appr opr i a t ed money to pay 

them and that was the rea s on they went t o ashingt on to see 

the President. · 

The losses were all taken down and t he Indians re-

ceived a little money for them: but they we r e not pai d hal f 

that was due. 



When the Creek del egation went to Washington t o see 

Gen! Jackson they s a i d t o h i m - You were once a general in 

command of the Army and a r e now at the head of the goverrunent : 

When you wer e a general of the Army and in the Creek Nati on 

at the clos e of the ~ar , you told us at Fort Jackson , that we 

had a wide scope of country to the West and towards the big 

Sea - and that we had a great many bad neighbors in the west 

and South and that we must give up all the Creek Count y West 

& South and that we should be paid for all out losses and 

claims. 

When we told the President what we just s i d , he told 

us, that he had given us a talk a long time before , and that 

since t hen thi ngs wer e taking another turn; and that he would 

t h en gi ve u s another talk, and if we would agree to what he said 

he would do what e asked him to do . 

/hen the President talked to us he said: I gave you a 

talk a long time ago ; but I di d not think you were go ing to be 

so badly off as ou are; you are ver y poor and cannot live as 

you have l ived heretofore , and you had better sell your country 

& go to t he e s t : But if you Don ' t choose to do that, you must 

have y our land s surveyed and each man have his own land and 

thos e that choose to s ell may do so and move to the West . 

Gener a l J acks on told us that if we would agree to do 

this and have our l and s surveyed and let those go to the ~est 

who chose, and if we woul d al l go t o the We st, that after we 

shoul d all get to t he West the door should be wide open f or us 

to communicate with the government, an we should have all our 

claims paid. General J acks on t ol d us t hat he had the money 



there fo r us, but that he d i d not wi sh to pay it t o us i n t he 

old nation, for there were a gr eat many bad people of the 

Whites there who would get all our money away from us , and 

he d id not wi sh to give our money to the White . pe opl e . 

General J ackson told us , that if we would move to the 

West there wa s a fi ne good country for us where we could make 

our s e lves comfor t abl e and happy , and that no wh te man s1ould 

follow us to t r ouble us and that they should not come into 

the nation wi thout our permi ss ion; that we should have our 

own l aws here; and that we should have a good title to the 

countr y and should not be inter f er ed with . 
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Agreeably to Gen! Jacksons request we had our lands sur-

veyed and took a census of our people . 

After thi s was done and each man had his own land a s -

signed to h i m t he Whi te people carne in among them and bought 

the i r l ands : and when the Ind i ans would not sell , the whi te 

men procured other Indians to sel l i n the i r name , and , s o , 

stol e i t all fro n t h em; and that was what made all t he dif-

ficul t y Lfn 18367 

Vlhen we found we had so much difficul ty i n t he old coun-

try we determined to come away and live in t he Vest : But ther e 

were a number who had no t sold thei r lands , and there we r e s ome 

whose names were not on the list, or had been lost off from it , 

and who we r e entitled to l and , and we wrote on to t he govern-

ment about i t : and they wrot e back , that we must come away to 

t h e west and that thos e whose names were on the list and fo r 

whom ther e was no land left , should be pa i d out here . 

Before we moved from the old nation t here were s ome who 

had iand and had not s old it, who ·had died and their chi ldren 



were t here and it was s a id , they could not sell their land : 

and we wrote to the government about it , and they wrote back , 

that we must l e t that be and come away to the West, and that 

the government would have the lands sold and that the money 

shoul d be s ent out t o the Chief s in the West and paid to the 

nea~est connexions of the deceased. 

Befor e we came away there was a difficulty got up , and 

general Jes up was s ent there with a great many troops . 
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Af ter General J esup came among us we went L!efer ing to 

a fri endly partz1 and put down the difficulty , and returned home 

and got r eady to come to this country , and another difficulty 

happened . 

About the time we got cady to come away , a great many 

Indi ans had had their lands stolen from them, and it appeared· 

as though they were dissatisfied and did not want to come away 

- and the Chiefs did not know what to do about it and they 

went t o Gener a l J esup about it: and general Jesup got general 

~atson to buy the lands, the Stolen lands , and a part of the 

money was pa i d t her e , and general Jesup told us we must take 

that money and come away to this country and pay the money on 

the way, and t hat the bal anc e of the money should be sent out 
• 

here and paid here ; t hat t here was a li st of the names of the 

people who had lost land a nd the money sh ould be paid to them 

here Lf.e. - Gener al ateon paid half of the money , which was 

to be distribut ed on the way t o the West, and the other half 

should be sent, to be pa i d i n t he new count r y -- E. A. H~1 

we told general J esup and the man t hat bought the 

claims, that there wa s only a por tion of the Nat i on th n i n 



C~p ready to come away; that there was another portion that 

would remain behind and that their lands must not be sold un-

til they were ready t o sell it themselves: and there was an-

other por tion i n what was called Judge Torrens district , and 

that district we had nothing to do with - and we told General 

Jesup tha t we had nothing to do with that distric t . But it 

eeeMQ appears that the business was done differently . 

When we started to come away to the west we were fol -

""·rtfl ~) (J 

lowed by a number of the whites and they took away a great many 

of our ponies : and we could not get a list of the names of those 

who had sold their lands until after we passed by Tuscaloosa; 

but as the Indi ans were suffering a good deal and were very anx-

ious to get their money it was determined to pay /distribute7 

some of the money to them Lf . e . - that is - of the moiety paid 

by gener al atson which had not, as yet been distributed7 

I told them it was not right to pay the money until they 

got the list and could be sure to pay it to the right omers; 

but it was paid nevert heless - though not in my presence: - I 

did not s ee i t paid . 

hen the Flori da warriors (friendly Creek Warriors) were 

on thei r way back t o this country they stopped at Mobile Point . 

Capt. Page had had been authori zed to bring on the balance of 

the money du e upon the lost lands /the Stolen lands , sold to 

Genera l Watson?7 Some of the Florida (creek) arriors had 

elaims upon t he money and Capt . Page was at Mobile Point and 

paid t hem something and af terwards came on t o this country 

and came to my house; and I asked him about the money and Capt. 

Page told he had paid t hose of t he Florida warri ors that had 



claims upon the money all that was due t o them, and that he had 

brought the balance here, whi ch belonged to the people here. 
) 

~s does not r efer to any alleged clai m for annuity~? 

·Vhen Capt . Page came here he paid the money for the lost 

lands or stolen lands , to a number of Indians : I thought the 

money was only due to those who had not so d their lands ;-di s -

tinguishing those who had sold the i r lands in good faith from 

those whose land had been stolen?; but Capt . Page paid it t o 

many who had sold their lands in the old nation and had spent 

their money: - he scattered the money all around; and when the 

Florida War riors got her e they said that Capt . Page had only 

paid a part of what was due to them and that Capt . Page had told 

them he would bring the money on here for them, and that when 

they would get here, they would find it here ready for them; 

but when they got here , there was no money f or them . 

When the Florida Warriors came on here the Government 

sent on some money for them and a great many were paid: /!his 

has reference to their claims for services in Flor1da1 but 

there were some whos e names were not on the list (muster roll) 

who were not paid: and there were .t wo men sent on express in 

Florida who were kil led - and a number died in Florida and 

their connexions have never got anything . /This last subject 

falls within the report of the 29th of May and will be di s -

posed of with that repo r t. E. A. H~7 

At the close of the old Creek War (1814) General Jack-

son told us we must not take up arms against the Whites, and 

must assemble our prople and give them a good talk. When the 

people came together we had nothing for them to eat and we 

bought provision for them: and when we got ready to come away 
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to the West the Whit e people levied upon our negros, upon those 

old accounts. General Jackson ·had told us that the government 

should pay for those provisions . And furthermore wReR the 

President /jackso~7 told us that if we would come to the coun-

try we should not suffer any losses: and we now think that we 

ought to be paid for what we had to pay the Sherokee on account 

of those negros . The amount we had to pay to get our Negros 

back was $8500 ~ight thousand and five hundred dollar!7· 

Another claim is this : A number of years ago , at Mineral 

Springs, the Creeks made a tr eaty with the United States , sell-

ing a portion of their country to pay certain claims of Georgia 

people against the Creek Nation; and t he balance of the money 

set apart for the payment of those cl a i ms , it was understood 

was to be paid over to the Creek Nation: but it has never been 

paid. 
-Another claim is for a piece of land a little belo~ 

Hartford on the Okmulgee, which the government promised to 

pay for and has never done it . 

Another subject: Alabama forced its laws upon us in the 

old Nation and obliged us to pay money for debts that were not 

due; and the government promised to pay us back again: and they 

have paid nearly all - but there is between two and three hun-

dred dollars stil l due, and we wish it paid . 

When we made the treaty to come to this country we were 

told we should not be troubled with bad white men; and that no 

white man should come and live in the Nation without our con-

sent; but there are white men in the Nation without our con-

sent. and bad white men, too, 
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There were two white men who knocked a woman on the head 

and then crossed the line: and we told the Agent or it, but no-

thing was done about it. 

Anothe r thing - The ~overnment officers have once or 

twice paid us paper money that was not good , and we lost on 

it, and t hat made us poorer than we were . And now we wish t o 

say that when the government sends any money to us we wish it 

to be Silver. 

There are a good many wandering tribes of Indians on the 

borders of the Creek Nation interupting our people & sometimes 

robbing them of their horses & other property . This is some-

times done by the Osages and we t hink the Creeks ought to be paid 

for their property . We suppose the government has an agent with 

the Osages and that he can be told to do something about it . 

In my presence 

E A Hitchcock 

Maj - 8 Infy 

Sp1 Comm:r 

{OIA: creek File H 1032-1033-1035-1046. ashington . H- 1046 . ) 



Washington City 

April 7th 1842 -
Hon J. C Spencer 

Sec. of ar 

Sir, 

As a subject of considerable importance to the Creek 

and Seminole Indians , West of Arkansas, I have the honor to 
by 

enclose the accompanying statement made to me ;~Roley Mackin-

3 ot~ ·· 

tosh, the principal Chief of the Creeks , on the subject of the 

apprehension of the latter, that the Seminoles are t o be al -

lowed to live within the limits of their country without be-

ing subject to the Creek laws . 

I received verbal statements from the principal semin-

ole Chief, Micanopy , expressing the earnest desire of the Sem-

inoles that they might have an agent to live with them, from the 

government of the U. S., and that they might be allowed to live 

under their own laws and usages free from the control of the 

Creeks; and they claim th s under some promises alleged to 

have been given them in Florida . 

The position of the Creeks in this question is fully 

explained by the preamble to , and the 4th Art . of the Treaty 

with the Creeks, concluded Feb~ 14 . 1833 and ratified April 

12. 1834 - A part of the preambl~ is in the following words . -

"Now, therefore, for the purpose of securing the great ob-

jects contemplated by an amicable settlement of the difficul-

ties heretofore existing between the Cherokee and Muscogee , 

or creek Indians, so injurious to both parties; and in order 



to establish boundary lines which will secure a country and 

permanent home to the whole Creek Nation of Indians , includ-

ing the Seminole Nation , who are anxious to join them" &c &c .-

A part of the 4th Art . of the treaty , is in the follow-

ing words -

"and it is also understood and agreed that the Seminole 

Indians of Florida , whose removal to that country is provided 

for by t he i r treaty with the U. S dated May . 9- 1832, shall also 

have a p ermanent and comfo.rtable home on the lands hereby set 

apart as the country of . the Creek Nation ; and they (the Semin-

oles) will hereafter be considered a constituent part of said 

nation, but are to be located in some part of the Cree~ Nation 

by thems elves ; which locat ion will be selected for them by the 

Commissioners ·who have signed these art cles of agreement or 

conv ens ion . " 

I n accordance with the provisions of the above cited 

articl e , the Commissioners on the 28th of March 1834 des gnated 

the count ry to be occupi ed by the Seminoles . jgee Book of 

Treati e s to 1837 - page 5737 

Und r this showing , it is clear that the Creek Nation 

has never agreed to r 1 nqu sh their jur isdiction over any part 

of thei r count ry; but as Roley Mcintosh states, the Semin les 

were to bec ome a constitu nt part of the Creek Nation . 

Thi s v iew is not only confirmed by the 1st . Art of the 

Treaty of t h e 9th of May 1832 , with the Semi noles , but it was 

"unders t ood that an additional extent of territory , propor-

tioned to their numbers (Seminoles) wi l l be added to the Creek 

country". 
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Henc e the r i gh t of the Cr eeks , as s et f orth by Ro l ey Mc -

Intosh i s unquest i onab e and the r i ght ha s not been fo r f ei t ed 

by war, or mi sconduct and i s a t t hi s moment entitl ed to f ull 

respect a s entirely valid . 

To understand .the posit ion of the Semi noles , ref er -

ence mus t f irst b e made to the treaty wi th them of t he 9t h 

May- 1832 , by the 1st . Art . of which they agreed to join 

the Creeks lest and become i ncorporated with them . 

But this t r eaty wa s never complied wi th , except by 

about 450 of the tribe under Fun- e-tus - tee Hadj o . (BlAck 

Dirt): Thi s Chi ef is now l i ving in the Creek Nation , not 

far f rom Li ttle river , and in an nterview I had with h i m, 

he made no complai n t of his position, as a part of the 

Creek Na t ion . 

The other portion of the Seminoles now i the est 

have been emi grated under variolJs circumstances . 

So e have been sent as Captains i n war , while others 

h av e consented to Emigr ation under ar angements made by 

various commande rs i n Florida . I f , under these arr ange -

ments , any of t hem are under prom s es of having a country 

a nd a government of t he i r own, I am not informed of the 

circumstances . 

I t i s certain, however , that the rights of the Creeks 

co uld not i n t hat manner be a ssigned away , but a r e st il l 

valid . 

The Seminol es do n ot reside on the count r y particu-

larly s et a part fo r t h em by the Commi ss~oners , but are s cat -

tered over the Creek Na t i on and even i nto the ad j ac ent Nation 

of Cherokees. 



Alligator and his band are altogether within the Cher-

okee country, r emaining there by sufferance of the Cherokees 

who do not wish to give offence by ordering them out of the 

country; and some other bands are l i ving on the Illinois, near 

Park Hill under the same circumstances - Coacoochee (Wild Cat) 

and his band are on the Arkansas , in the Creek Nation , but not 

in the part icular portion of country desi nated or the Semin-

oles -

On the other hand , the Creeks are living indiscrimi nate-

ly in and about the country set apart or the Seminoles The 

Secons Chief of the Creek Nati on including the whole Tucke-

backee Town and s veral other towns are in the heart of the coun-

try set apart f or the Seminoles -

It is generally unders ood that the reluctance of the 

Seminol es to come und r the laws of the Creeks proceeds in part , 

if not mainly from the apprehension that the Creeks being in the 

majority in their National Councils 11 use their power in re-

covering no small number of negroes, now in the possession of 

Seminoles, whom the Creeks claim as r un- nways . 

Sone of the Seminoles within my own knowledge have had 

ASsurances in Florida, that on be ng sent to the est , they 

should be prot ected in the possession of the negroes sent v. ith 

th~m. 

I am of opinion that they are entit led to this pr otection, 

and it is c ertain they a re no receiving it . But the practical 

effect is to take the whole of t he Seminole s from under the oper-

ation of the Creek~ laws in other r espe cts: nd so long as the 

subject remains in this state there will be dissatisfaction in 

the country. 



To meet thi s c ase , I r e s pect f ully submit the fol lowing 

suggesti on, that at a conveni ent t i me - the payment of the an-

nuity fo r ins tance , t h e Ind i n agent mi ght pr opose an accommo-

dation to this ef fect: that - ~hereas c i r cums t anc es have placed 

within t he Creek count1~y , the Semi nole tribe of I ndian s from 

Florid a where it is i mpracticable for them t o have a separ ate 

gover nmen t of the i r own , and whereas from s imilari ty of lan-

guage and usages i t i s reasonable ·that they should unite wi th 

their anc i ent fri ends , the Creeks , with many of whom , numbers 

of the Seminoles are connected by blood , it is agr eed , by the 

und ersigned Chi ef s and Head men of the Seminoles , that they 

wil l cons en t to b ecome a constituent part of the Creek nat i on 

provided the property of the Seminoles conveyed with them t o 

':) o·o· ·. \..~ Q I 

the Creek count ry shall not be liable to attachment, or to be 
founde upon any t i tle 

t ak en from t hem upon any claim or pretens of claim antecedent 
I' 

to the Emi gr ati on, or removal of the Semi noles, without the 

sanc t i on of the Pr es i dent of the United States . 

I ha ve added this last provis i on unde r the bel i ef that 

some f ew peculia r ca ses exi s t i n which the Creeks may be able 

to make a clear case i n thei r f avor and ought not absolutely 

to b e cut off . I woul d p l ac e the decis i on with the Pr esident , 

because Indians do no t r ecogn ze any government officer be-

tween their i mmedi at e agent and the Pr esident . 

If the Chiefs and Head men refuse t o come i nt o t hi s 

arrangement, I would t ell t hem t here i s no alt ernat ive , bu t 

they mus t submi t t o the l aws of the Cre eks at any r ate . 

I f the y a ccede to i t , I would have the Creek Counc. 1 

appealed to and effo r t s mad e to induc e the Chiefs t o acqui e sc e 

in the arrangements. 
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If ~he application should f ail with the creeks , I would 

have them informed that, as they were not i nstrumental in bring-

ing the Seminole property within the country , they must not ex-

pect to profi t by it - and that the Government will pr ot ec t the 

Seminoles in their proper t y . 

The desi re of the Creeks to maintain their jurisdiction 

in other respects may prevail with them in relinquishing con-

trol over the property of the Seminoles . - hile , with the lat-

ter, the anxiety on account of their negroes may induce them 

to yi eld obedience to the Creek laws in all other matters -

Of course, much must be left, in ef ecting such an arrangement , 

to the skilful management of the Indian Ag ent . 

I h ave the honor to be 

very Respectfully 

Yo: Obt . servt . 

E A Hi t chcock 

Lt . Col . 3d InfY 

Sp~ Cornm: 

(OIA: creek Fi l e H 7 (supplementa l fil e) a sh ington.) 



Fort Smith Arks 

21st Oct 1857. 

Sir 

I have the honor to submit the following Report in Com-

pliance with instructions received from your office. - At 

present I am unable to make a detailed report as many of the 

Chiefs of the tribes occupying that por~ion of the Country 

leased by the Government for Indian pur poses are absent or 

on the eve of leaving on their fall and Winter hunts -- Of 

the tribes of Wichitas and Keecheies I find in round numbers, 

twelve hundred souls. (nine hundred Wichetaws and three hun-

dred Keechies) the two tribes having intermarried and are in 

the habit of living and hunting together, - They are now lo-

cated in a village in Rush Creek about Sixty Miles West Fort 

Arbuckle, They express unqualified Willingnefs to conform 

to the wishes of the Department in every respect, and are anx-

ious to have a Country allotted them, where ~±th the assist-

ance of the General Government for the first year or two 

they hope to be able thereafter by Cultivating the soil to 

avoid the necefsity of following the Chase fo r a subsist-

ance, E,sad,e-wah, the principal chief of the Wichitas in 
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my interview withe him stated, that he and his people de-

sired to be treated as the Government had treated other tribes, 

that is, they wished Farmers, Blacksmiths, Mills and schools, 

the former until they .could learn to raise Corn sufficient 

to do them, and the three latter furnished by the Govern-

ment until such time as they could make sufficient progress 

in C1v111zat1on to replace them by people of their own 

tribe. 



Of Wacoes and Tak waccones there are three hundred 

living on the Canadian about fifty miles north west of 

Fort Arbuckle, the principal men were absent on their 

hunt, Of them therefore I am unable to furnish detailed 

information. -

Of the Caddoes, Anadakoes and Tonies, there are 

three hundred and sixty five, living on the "ashita twenty 

five miles south east of For t Arbuckle, a portion on Red 

River and Keamechia, These peopl e are in a deplorable 

condition, destitute of every thing, without a fixed habi-

tation, or permanent villages, and are patiently waiting 

the action of the Department hoping that such arrangements 

can be made as will for the future place them in a more 

desirable situation. 

Of Kickapoos, Shawnees, and Delawares, there are Two 

thousand five hundred of this number two thousand have been 

born on the soil and have ne ver been off it, they are living 

on the Canadian and false Washita, at present. Scattered 

hunting, some of them West of the 100 Degree of Longitude, 

By a resolution of the Legislature of the ChickaRaW Na-

tion they have been ordered to leave the Chickasaw Coun-

try, I addrersed a lett er to Cyrus Harris Governor of the 

Chickasaw Nation requesting permission fro~ them to remain 

until such time as the arrangement for locating them on a 

reserve Specially set apart for that purpose Can be per-

fected. The Shawnees and Delawares have never received 

their portion or the annuity paid the main body of their 
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tribes as they have declined going for it, They are un-

willing to undergo the rigor of a northern climate and say 

that the reason occupied by their. people is too small to 

support those already located on it. 

Of Commanchies there are about Six hundred living on 

or near the lOOth Degree West Longitude, The wish of the 

Government were explained to those present and they ex-

pressed much pleasure thereat, but as the principal men 

were absent hunting, made no promises for their people. It 

is understood however, that they desire a reserve on the 

leased grounds. and will locate there is such should be the 

wish of the Department. and that many of those now in Texas 

would prefer in that case to remove from their r eserves in 

that state and join this alae idea I found to have been com-

municated by them to the white Settlers in the neighbourhood. 

It is perhaps well to remark that all the Commanches living 
un 

in this scope of country express the most unqualified ~will-

ingness to being settled or located in Texas, They cannot 

be made at present to Comprehend what the United States 

have to do with Texas; they express a great desire to live 

in the teritory of the United States, but decline to live 

in Texas. This sentiment is in part due no doubt to the 

fact that formerly previous to annexation great pains were 

taken to impress them with the idea that Texas and the 

United States were Separate Governments and in part to 

their wars with the Texians. -

That the Indians named in the foregoing withe the 
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exception of the Shawnees, Delawares and Kickapoos will come 

under my Agency I presume there can be no doubt If any arrange-

ment can be made for them until the Department Can be Con-

sulted in the mat t er, I would be glad to have it done as I 

have as before s t ated taken the responsibility of r equest i ng 

that they be permi ted to remain until I r eceive furt her in-

structions from your of fice . 

Chaa Rector 

Supt Ind Affrs 

For t Smith Ark 

Very Respectful ly 

Your obt Servt 

(Signed ) A H McKi s sick 

Wi t ohita Agent &c . 

(OIA: Western Supt 'y Fi le Ft . Smith . 1837 . ) 
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Scott Cty Kentucky Jany 5th 1829 -

Hon Lewis Cafs Sec of ~ar 

Dear Sir the undersignd Inspectors met on the 3d & 

4th Days of the presant Instant at the Uhoctaw Acadamy 

And after an examanning make t he following Report 

We find the condition of the Acadamy to be in a State 

or prosperity the health of the Students to be good and on 

a .perticular examination of the Students pease harmany And 

Genl Satisfaction prevades among Its in mates the Quartcs 

Clothing and provisions are of good Quality and Abundant 

the Teachers Inpl oyed we find to be abundant able and Ef-

ficient Gentlemen and the students making considerable 

progrets in Thare Various branches of Education, The 

machanical opperations are In a State of Prosperity and 

Genl usfulnefs in the Neighbourhood Shoe making Black-

smithing agone making & Tay oring is done with Neetnefs 

and Dispath and for further perticulars we Refer you to 

the to the Report of the Superintendant 

to be with Great Respect your obt sevts 

m Suggett Che 

A Brooking 

B. •rorlane 

A Johnson 

e have the honor 

(OIA: School (Choctaw Academy) File S 151-257-588. Scott 
Co. 1837. Schools-~-151.) 
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The und er si n ed h avin r e c e ived fro m t h e Honb le . 

Secretary o f War a Notifi c at ion o f thei r a p ointment as 

Inspe ctors of the Ch octaw Ac ademy in Kentucky to inf orm 

thems e lve s fu l ly in r e l at i on t o the ent ire or aniza tion 

a nd o p e r ations o f s a i d ins ti tut i on Met a t the Same u p on 

t h e ll~h 12 ~h 25 t h & 26t h days of Ju ly l as t ( the t wo l a t -

ter days bein g the an nual exami nat i on and exhibi t i on the r e -

of) a n d Now pu rsuant t o the reques t o f the Depar tment s ub-

mit t he following r eport -- " II ll II II 

The Numbe r , names and ages of the Indian pupi l s a t 

p r e s en t in thi s institu tion : the t ribes t o whi ch they r espe ct-

ively belong ; the time o f the ir ent e ring the Ac ademy - the 

the Stud i es they pursue and their apparent c a p acity il l be 

f ou n d i n de t a il i n Exhibit (No 1) a c companyi n g th s r eport , 

a n d ma de a part thereof -

The lo c ation of the Ac ademy i s admirably adapt ed t o 

t he h ealth and c omi'ort of the Students as a l s o the a v aRee -

meat at t ainment of ttte gener al objects of i ts institution . 

The sur r oundin ne i hbou r h ood is populous and hi .hly 

respe ctable affo rding a l l the benefi ts of good So c iety; 

~hi lst the Ac ademy i tse l f is beauti fu lly s i tuated upon the 

top o f a h i gh h ill su rrounded by a l a r ge n a t ural f orres t 

a spot t he mos t des i rabl e and i nvit e i n f or Study . The 

i nspe ctors hav e c a r efully ex amined the bui l in s o f this 

ins t itution and tho s e appurtenant the eta nd f i n d them 

we l l adapt e d t-o the pur p o s es f o r 'Thi ch the. are des gned . 



The School rooms are f our in number t wo of which are 

thirty Ei ght f e et lon g and t vi'enty f e 1r e ; and the 

other two are t wenty feet square each - the di ning-

room is one hundred feet lon and t wenty f ee t wide to -

ge ther wi th suff iciency of lodginf rooms 

The Whole of the buildings r e comfortab le Neat 
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and Cleanly and besp eak a supervisory attent ion highly credit 

able to those entrusted wi t h the arran ement and gove rnment 

thereof 
a 

The Students ar e all well clad inAS t y l e to e cure Com-

fort decency and health and manifest in their appe r nee 

conduct and conve rs tion every evi dence of contentment & 

prosperity 

Doct Hatch a gentleman of des ervedly hi h s t an dein 

in his profefsion i s t he Physici n of the Academy employed 

by the year to Superintend the health and minister to the 

Students in Sicknefs - ~Vhose r eport to the undersi ned is 

hereto appended and made a part he r eof II II II II II - - --
Mr Thorn s Henderson the Superintendant Mr Jame s D. Bl a ck 

together ~ith t wo of the Indian youth Mr . J . N. Burrofsa nd 

Mr . W. Trayhorn ar e the teachers in t he institution . Mr 

Henderson is a ent leman of mu ch exce l lence of Char a cter , 

lon experience in teaching and ev er y way we ll adapted to 

and qualified f or the St awion he f ills. --

The other gentlemen (who are Subt eachers and af 1st-

ants in the School) are efficient active and industrious 

entirely qualified fo ~ their respe ctive Stations . The an-



nual examination o f the Ac ademy commenc ed upon the 25th 

Ult. and closed with a pu~lic Exhibiti on u p on the 26~h 

The Examination took plac e in the presence o f the 

inspectors and a Nu mber o f vi sitors and literary gent le -

men- the exervis es were p rincipally in the h~ghe r branches 

of· Mathemati cs and Algebra - in Gee r aphy an d En ,lish 

Grrummer - Arithmetic .and Vocal Music - durein which the 

pupils enerally exhibited a pro refs in their Studi e s 

highly creditable to themselv es & the ir instructors and 

perfectly satisf ctory t o every one prese~t : indeed many 

of . them manifested a profi ci ency in ~mprovement and a de-
. · r are l y f ound 

velopement of genius~in the youth of our Colo r ·and Nat ion . 

The Exhibition was a t tended by a concourse of two or 

thre e thousand l adies and entlemen - It was conducted in 
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a very becomeing manner mu ch t o the amusement and ratifioa-

tion of the audi ence and Credit of the pupils -- Upon the 

Whole we c annot discover any inferiority of Capacity in 

the indian youth comp~red with our own - Their behavior -
them 

the goo d o rder Whi ch prevails amen st - their do cility an d 

rapi d advances ~n Study must prove to a ll who witnefs them 

that Natum1 as gifted them with enius and i n tellect 

equal to any people on Earth -- --

In addition to the usual Ac ademic Studies Sev eral 

Societies have been or anized at this institution f or the mo r e 

effectual i mprovement of it y outh in cod manners cod 

morals and intellectual acquirements . For their n ame s 



and separate obj ects reference is had to the superintend-

ants quarterly report of the date of the first ins tant . 

The Public manifest gr eat and incre a seing interest 

in the progrefs and prosperity of this institution - It is 

visited by lit erary and other gentlemen from all parts of the 

Union when t r avellin throu h this country all of whom ~it h 

the undersigned concur in the opinion that this inst itution 

in i ts every aspe ct is important nd should be continued 

sustained and enlarged All of which is respectfully 

submitted 

August 1ot h 1832 David Thornton ChlJ.l 

s. M. Noe l 

vm su gett 

J . T. Johnson 

B. s . Chambers 

J F Robinson 

B w, St0ne 

( OIA: 1832 Schools (Choct aw Ac ademy) Reports . ) 
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Washington City. May 20 ~h 1833 . 

To the Hon Lewis Cafs 

SecY of War 

Sir 

The Bap~ General Convention of u.s. have be en for many 

years engaged in the work of Indian Refo.rm, and t he colloca-

tion of the Tribes ip the Territory west of the Mifsifsippi, 

is a measure which we believe to be eminently calculated to 

facilitate our benevolent op erati ons ~ The views of t he Gov-

ernment, as developed in the plan of Indian Colonization, 

elicits our warmest approbat ion , and it is our purpose to 

put forth more vigorous eff ort s t h an those which have here-

tofore obtaine.d , that v;1e may sust ain, as a denomination, a 

full share of the labour & expense necefsary to the accom-

plishment of this noable ent erprize. 

We wish to plac e distinctly before your Exce l lency , the 

Revd Isaac M¥Coy of M? as an individual in whom we have en-

tire confidence;& ,his employment in treating with some of 

the Tribes, or re~oving them, or surveyin l ands , or in any 

other branch of Indian businefs , could not fail to be bene-

ficial to the Indians , & would prove , we doubt not, entirely 

satisfactory to the Gov~ 

In Oct ober last, the d Rev. Charles E. Wilson was put 

among the Choct aws , to examine their country & condition, 

prepare the way for the establishment of schools & mifsions 

among them. He has recently been direct ed to fix his per-
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wtth them, and we earnestly solicit his appointment as Teach-

er of one of the superior schools provided for in the late 

Treaty. 

Our Schools among the Cherokees at the Valley t ovms , 

are in a flourishin state ; & M~ O!Bri ant , who removed from 

Hickory Log st ation Georgia , together wi th about one hundred 

families who had for several years enjoyed his ministrations , 

i s now building school house s west of the Mi fs! ; - in de -

fraying the expens.e o.f vvhich , we hope the Gov~ will afford us 

aid. The help asked for in the present case seems to be the 

more e qu itable from the consideration of the fact , that the 

Houses we built & occupied at Hickory log were abandoned 

without remuneration; & from the further fa ct , that our Mif-

sionary 6' Briant conduct ed himself in such a way as to se cure 

the friendship of the reli gious community as well as the 

civil authorities of the State . 

We have two mifs ionari es & their wives & families among 

the Cre eks , & have contracted for the er ection of school 

houses & other buildings upon the River Verdegris , about 

five mi les from it ' s mouth. Thes e buildings are to be com-

ple6ed wi thin the present month , & wi ll co s t $1200 . Our ex-

penses in the establishment of this Mifsion h ave been unus -

ually l a r ge; our Mifsionaries David Lewis & John Davis, are 

laborious & devot ed men; they preach t o a re gu l ar congrega-

tion of about 300 , & have a Sabbath School containin 80 

scholars; & the prospect of , civilizing & evangelizin this 

Tribe is most cheering. Vill you hav e the kindnefs t o cause 
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our bui~dings to be inspected , & award us as large a propor-

tion of the ir actual cost, as may be consistent with the 

State of the Tr easury & the merits of the case? 

The Puttawattomies are literally 11 a people scattered & 

peeled 11
, and for more than fifteen years we have been en-

deavouring to meliorate their conditi on. We have a lready 

expended between t wenty & thirty thousand dollars in the 

prosecution of this benevolent design , & altho ' great sue-

oafs has not been vou chsaked us by the Most Hi gh , we are 

Still unwilling t o abandon the tribe . About 300 of the ir 

number a re now on the :/abash, & others are daily join_ng 

them, with their faces ·Westward . Our Mi f sionary , M~" Simmer-

well, who has resided as you know , Sir , many years in the 

nation, i s w~th them, & in a communi c ation recently rev~ he 

exprefses a strong desire to a ccompany them t o thei r home 

in the e st, whe r e he intends t o spend the r emnant of his 

days. Co~ Pep p er has i n timated his willingnef s to gratify 

t h is desire, but a t the same t i me sug est s the propriety o f 

obtainin~ for the measure the approbation of your Depart-a 

ment. We ask that Mr s . & family may continu e with the 

tribe, & share with them, in Common, their travelling pro-

visions. We conc e ive that this a rrangement would be benefi-

cial to the Ind i ans , t hat it. would have a t en dency t o keep 

them together, & to prevent , or remove any unpleasant col-

lisions or di ff iculties which might arise on t h e journey. 

You will acquiesce, we trust, in this vi ew of the subject, 



especially when i t is 1mown , that the port ion o f the tribe 

now on t he road to the I ndi an IJ.1e r r i to r y , i s comp os ed of 

thos e indivi duals whos e minds have been con t r olled by t he 

persua sions of our Mifsion ari e s . 

M! Simmerwell h as had s ome inter cou r s e wi th ~Kicka­

poos. Thei r p r i n cipa l Chief is supposed to b e a convert ed 

man, & he exerts a power fu l & most s a lutar y inf l uenc e ov e r 

his peop l e . He t e lls them that the Great Sp i r it , i n the 

g ood Boo k , h a s comma nded his r ed children not t o dr ink fi r e 

wat e r; - & the ma jori ty o f them hav e embrac ed the p l an of 

total ab s tinenc e . This chi e f has sent to u s again & again 

f or a Teacher . Should his r equ est be compli ed with , mus t we 

sus tain the School exclusive l y from our Mi f sion funds , or is 

t h ere any treaty stipulat i on whi ch con t empl a t e s the necef-

sary expen d i ture f o r this obj e c t? 

Excus e Dear ~ar , the l en g t h & p l a inne fs of this c ommuni-

cation . We are deeply intere sted in the pre s en t & eve rl as t -

ing welfar e o f t he Aborigine s of our cou n try , & we fe el , a s 

Americans & as christians t hat we owe mu ch t o t his p oor , 

degr ade d , neg l e c t e d , & peri s h i ng r a ce ! And we addrefs one 

too, who r eal izes & acknowledge s t he ,sacr ed charact er of 

Indian cla i ms. Ev er y ac t o f y our s ev eral official stat ion s , 

& a l l t he pub l i c documen t s touch ing t hi s ma tter , s anctioned 

b y y our name, unite i n bearing t e s t imony t o thi s f a c t . Con-

tinue t o afford u s, we en t r eat you , a ll p ofs i b l e ai d , t h a t 

we may d o a ll the goo d we c an to t h e p oor Indi a ns . Our · 
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object is simple & definite,- we wish to civilize, & evangel-

ize, & save them1 

In behalf of the Convent ion, I have the honor t o be Y~ 

Servant in the Gospel of the Son of God . 

Spencer H. Cone 

t 1 c Pres. Bap . Gen . on. 

(OIA: 1835. Schools. S. H. Cone . ) 



Fort Smith 

13 , March 1834 

Elbert Herring Esqr, 

Com. of Indian Affairs . 

Sir, 

I advised you in a f ormer letter that on the 1oth 

Inst: I wou ld Send the boys o ff in canoes , h aving procured 

fifteen and fitted them out for their J ourney , when ready 

to set out, two of them were taken down wi th the Pl eurisy , 

and while wai ting for thei r r ecov e r y , Thre e of the b oys , 

first i~i/~¢ri promised me from Red river of which you have 

been advi sed c ame i n to the Agency . It became evi dent that 

the Sick boys would n ot go, and Adam Ful son a Treaty Cap t ain 

re quired that a son of his . that has been in Ken tucky at School 

for some t i me Should return home having learned that he was 

doing no good 

The t wo Sick and this b oy to return enabled me to re-

ceive the three boys fr om Red Riv er, althou h they have dis -

appointed me by 20 days . Therefore to Ke ep up the Number re-

quired at School, I hav e now Send Sixteen b oys they are thus 

far on t heir way in the Manner before stated, the Weather 

fine and a prospe ct o f a long dry Spell . Before the arrival 

o f t h Qse boy s from Red River, I had taken three or f our boys 
(indeed 

that were too Small and one of those is too old. he is a man) 

I was forced to do this to et the number a s instructed . 

I hope to be in Nashville soon an d f rom thenc e dire ct 

to Washing ton City. To clos e my accounts f o r they a r e too 



---~----~---------------32·6 . 

long and compli cated to remain in that way without Keeping 
man 

a meFe une asy li fe being so very uncertain. 

I f my brother William Arms trong is with you , please 

tell him that I will be on v ery soon 

I have t he Honor, 

to be wit h high 

Regards Yr . 

Obt . St . 

F . w. Armstrong 

C. A 

p S-

These boys will I hope get to the Mifsifsippi in 10 

days. it will then take about 7 - or 8- to get the 

accademy 

(OIA: 1834 . Schools (Choc taws) F . V. Armstron • 



Sir 

Talladega Ct y . Ala . 

Mardi a ville March 28th 1834 

Your l ette r of t he l ~t Inst was r e ce i v ed Yeste r day and 

in r ep l y . I can i nform you that I mmedi at e l on t he rec e i t 

o f Col 0 Abert ' s l et t e r to me , I appli ed to t he upper Chief s 

fo r thei r Quota of Boy s to s end on t o t he Choctaw Academy, 

they r equ est ed me to wai t a shor t time f or their rep l y . I 

h ave not r eceiv ed It yet . I shall t her e fo r e s end on t o Fort 

Mitchell I mmedi at e ly f or t he Boys whose n ame s has b een furn-

ished by Col 0 Abert , and i f I r eceive no an s wer from t he up -

per Chiefs by the t i me the boy s a r rive her e . I will t ke them 

f r om I ndividu a ls . I h ve no doubt but that I can obt ain the 

number . r equired In a short t i me 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

I am r espect f ully 

You r Obt Servant 

Leonar d Tar rant 

( OIA: 1834 . Schools ( Cr eeks) L. Tar r ant . ) 
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Sir 

Talladega Count y Al a 

Mardisvi l le May 3l~t 1834 

Aft er the r e cei pt of y our letter on the Subj ect of ob-

taining Twelve Indian Youths f or t he purpose of sendi n 

them on to the Choctaw Academy . I s ent I mmedi ate ly to Fort 

Mitchell for them that h ad b een enr oll ' d by Colo Ab ert- . an d 

also re qu est e d them t o f u rnish Si x others as the uppe r 

Chiefs had pofsitive l y r ef u sed t o send any . they de clined 

sending any but thos e firs t enr olled Al l egi ng that I t m_ ght 

offend the Upper Creeks - bu t appointed a time to sen d t hos e 
t hem 

which were enrolled and agreed to bri ngAt o Wes t point on t he 

25th Inst. Mr. Kill ough Went a ccordi n t o the time appointed 

With a St a ge Waggon an d t wo horses But f our of the boys came 

and their paren t s r efu sed t o l et them be sent on t o t he Ac a -

demy Except Ned Crowell Who was hims elf extremely anxious 

yo go on and his par ents di d not ob j ect . Th i s was t he third 

time I had got r . Kill ough to go f or them Si nce t h e r e ce i pt 

of Col9 Abert 's letter from Fort Mitchell, The t ruth i s t h ey 

are oppose d to s endi ng thei r childr en . and af te r a reluctant 

consent has been obtained they ill no t comp l y with their 

promise Marshall s ays ·he is able t o s chool h i s chi l dren 

himself an d Ilands is s endi ng h i s son t o school . I rum of 
that if 

opinion the Gov ernment Would authorize. me to t ake t he whole 
.... 

of the boys where ever I mi ght find t h eir paren t s willing 

to send them, I could obt ain them I am not however cert ain, 



however 
If.,. the Department will authorize me to make the Attempt, 

· I will use my best ende avours s I have heretofore done in 

the Other way 

Very Respe ct fu lly 

Your Obt Servt 

Leonard Tarrant 

(OIA: 1834 . School s ( Cr eeks) . L. Tarrant. Lette r addressed 
to Elbert Herri ng . ) 



Talladega Co. Al a . 

Mardisville July 24th 1834 

Sir 

Your letters of the 18 ~~ 24~~ and 25!~ u l t o have been 

received and will be promptly attended to. M:r Me igs is now 

in the Nei ghbourho od. as soon as he l eaves. I will endeavour 

to collect the Indi an boys and send them on t o Kentucky. If 

I can obt ain them, I mmediate l y , I shall ne cefsarily b e absent 

from my Certi fying District , until I can obtain the Boys . and 

the Evidence in support of the Claims of the Indians in 

Ufawla Town. Mr . Thomas Crowell has not yet ap lied f or the 

money which you instructed me to pay him . 

E. Herring Esqr 

Of fice of I nd Affairs 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

Leonard Tarrant 

(OIA: 1834 . Schools (Creeks) L. Tarrant . ) 



Sir 

Tallade g a Cty Al a 

Mar desville Aug t 22nd 1834 

Your s o f July the 17 ~~ has been r e c eived and in rep l y I 

hav e the h onor to i nform you tha t I a t ten ded a coun cil of 

the t ribe Afs embled by M~ . Me i g s a t Tu ckab atch ee and that 

3 :li ~ 

they have f u rni s h e d me wi th a li s t o f Twe lve boy s . to s en d on 

t o the Choct aw Ac ademy . the p l an y ou pro p ose sha ll be a dop ted . 

and t he boys s en t ont o the Ac ademy a s s oon a s the h orses or 

p oney 1 s c an be procu r ed . whi ch will requi r e s ome t i me as 

they a r e scarc e an d hi gh an d will b e somewhat Di fficult to 

obtain . This wa s t h e r eas on t hat induc ed me t o think o f 

s ending them i n a Stage o r cove r ed Waggons , but I t n ever Na s 

intend e d that any of the b oy s s hou l d wa l k u n lefs Occ si onal -

ly and that f o r t hei r own amu s emen t . ·I t is u se l e fs t o comp l a in 

of unavoidab l e evils , but I f t ~ ere had be en no meddl e some 

White person s in the country t h e b o y s mi ght h ave b e en s ent 

long since 

E lbert Herr i ng Esqr 

Office of Ind Af f airs 

Wash i ngton City 

I am Si r Ve r y Respe ct fu l l y 

Your mo . Obt Se rvt 

Leona r d Tarrant 

(O IA : 1834 . Sch o ols (Creeks) L . Tar rant . ) 



In General Council -

Red Clay Chero kee Nation 

22~d Au us t 1834 

Whereas the Tr eaties of 1805 & 18 19 . between the 

United States & the Cherokee Nation contain% stipulations 
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of certain r eserv a tion s in the States of Tennefsee 8 Alabama 

for the purpose of secur i n , a s ch ool fund , t o be applied by 

the President f o r the benefit of the Ind i an Children in the 

Cherokee Nation East o f the Mifsifsippi , and where as ab ove 

forty t wo thousand dollars , the pro c e eds of said r eserva-

tions is already inve st ed i n a five p~ ct stock , the int e rest 

of which ought now to be Judic i ou sly applie d a n d whe r eas 

Certain unau thorized individuals have t aken the ri ght of 

selecting t h e S ch o lars & chosen the Choctaw Ac ademy in Ken-

tucky in which they a r e t o be edu c a te d , the char ges of 

Board & Tuition i s v e ry expens ive , a s well as the dist ance 

from this Nation is g r eat, and con sequentl consume s a ood 

deal o f the money unne c efsarily i n the journey of Schola rs 

in going t o and r eturnin from said s chool, And Whe re a s it 

of right belongs to the proper uthorities of t he Che roke e 

Nation to sele ct the School & the Schola rs wh o a re to be 

taught by the afores aid fund -

Resolved by the Commi tte e & Council In General Coun-

cil Convened , That the Pre sident o f the United States be 

& is hereby r espe ctfully requested to Order the withdrawal 

of said Scholars f rom the Choctaw Ac ademy, that an opportunity 



may thus be affobded to the proper authorities of the Chero-

kee Nation to m ke an i mpartial selection of the Scholars 

from this Nation to be educat ed by t h e fund aforesaid in 

such respectable Seminarie s or Schools as ·will a f f ord the 

greatest benefit & the means of educ ation to a s many Indian 

children as t he av ails of the s chool fund will mainta in & 

Support . 

Be i t further re solved, that the Principal Chi e f John 

Rofs, be r equ est ed to enclo s e a Copy of the f ore .,oing p r e-

amble & r esolut ion to the Presi dent of the Unit ed Sta tes 

for his inf ormation wi th such su ggestions as he sh all think 

proper to addrefs t he Pres i dent as will indu ce hi m to gr ant 

the re qu est of the Nation upon thm s impor t ant sub j ect . --

W. Rogers . Clk, 

N~ Cormni ttee 

Sleeping Rabbit Speaker 

Protem Council 

John Watts 

Ch.unekee 

The Bark 

George Ghambers 

A. Campbell 

Tahquoh. 

Jn9 R. Daniel 

Ed. Duncan 

Soft Shell Turtle 

Walking Sticl{ 

( Si n ed) Richar d Taylor Prest of 

National. Connni tt e e 

J ame s Daniel 
- ) Richard Fi elds 

.-I ) J os eph Vann •rl 
0 
s:: Thomas For eman ~ 
0 

0 George Still 
0 
-P Q) 

) Q) John Baldridge 
~ -P 
.-I -P 
0 ) .rJ Samuel Gunter 

~ ~ 

3) 0 Hair Conrad 0 
0• 
~ 

<1:! ) George Bl air 

) Nauhoolah 

) Old Fie lds 

James D Wafford. 

\..J\.11.) , 

.... . 



Bean Stick 

White ·Path 

Jali Foster 

Chewalookee 

Charles 

Johnewayne 

Sutuakee 

Peter & Swe et Wat~r 

) 

) 

) 

Approved = JnO Rofs Principal Chief 

George Lowrey afst p~ Chief 

Edw~ Gunt er ExYe ) 
) 

Counsellor ) 

(OIA: 1834. Schools (Chero kees East). John Ross . The names 
given at the l eft of the t op of this page wer e included in 
the ori inal under 11 Council. 11

) 



To His Exc e llcy . 

Andrew J a ckson 

Head of Coosa Cherokee Nat ion 

Sept ember 1~t 1834 -

President o f the u. St tes . 

Honore d Sir . 

I n compliance with the request of the General 

Coun cil o f this Nat ion , I transmit f or your information 

cert a in p r eamble and resolutions , which we re adopted at 

their l a t e sefsion at Red Clay on the 22~d day of last 

month 

P ermit me to ca ll y our attention to the Conversations 

had with yo u on this subject b y the Cherokee dele ation , also 

to thei r wr i tten c orrespondence with the War Department 

rela ti ve theret o - and to add , that contrary to the ex ect -

tion author i zed by the order of that Department to Col9 H 

Mont gome r y , to ether with what had pafsed between 9etwe9R 

the delegat ion and the offi cers of Govt on the subje c t a s 

refered to - That Ma jor Davis of Ky one of the A _ents ap -

p ointed by the Gov~ to value the improvements of the emi -

g rating Indians , h av e taken i t on himself to colle c t all 

the en t ire numb er of children , whi ch the av a ilable interest 

accruing from the Cherokee school fund wi l l educate , in the 

Choctaw Ac ademy , and have Conduct ed them on , and plac ed them 

under t h e pat r onage of that Seminary- - This unexpe c ted pro -
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cedure is supposed & believed to have been performed thro' , 

the management of Col~ R. M. Johnson and under the afsumed 

authority of Andrew Ro f s -- It is proper that I should inform 

you that the Cherokee people ar e not satt sfi ed with thi s 

course of conduct. -

In order t her efore , that a fair and sattisfactory ar-
in regar d to this subject , 

rangementArrtay be adopt ed, - so as to ensure justice and the 

greatest practicable good , t o t he inte r e sts of the Chero kee 
that 

people; it is hoped you ~dll gr an t the r equest of the General 

Council as exprefsed by the pape r he r ewith submitted - I 

have the Honor to be , 

Sir , Yr Ob~ Hb ,le Servt 

Jn° Rofs 

(OIA: 1834 Schools (Cherokees East ). John Ross . ) 



Sir 

Tallade a Co . Ala. 

Mardesville Oct . 3~d 1834 

Your lett er of the 1oth Ulto . has this Inst been 999B 

received, and in r eply . I have the pleasur e t o inform y ou , 

that the Creek boys , ( Six from the upper and Six fr om the 

lower Towns,) are now on the road to Kentucky . they left 

this place On the 29~~ Ulto in f i ne Spirits for Kentucky . 

Pony's wer e so hi gh that I deemed It most Advi sable to hire 

them, they were Obt a ined at ~p lO . 00 a piece . When the Amt of 

expences i s ascertained I shal l be compelled to Draw on the 

Department, to meet my engagements with the Persons I ha v e 

employed to Collect and aBa to take them on to the Ac ademy 

as pr Advic e &c. 

In ~eply to that part of y our letter that menti ons the 

Deposit a t o my Credit o f i/ f orty one thousand nine hundred 

Dollars in the Insurance Bank o f Columbus the proportion of 

Creek Annui t i e s Due the Creeks East o f Mifsifsippi permit 

me to observe t hat this is the first Official Information 

I have had of the Dep osi ta -

It is true I have heard that It was there . and have 

r appointed the Next ve ek t o pay off the Annui t i e s a t 

Shropshires in the Fish Pond Town o f Indians n ear the 

Tallapoosa Riv er, all necefsary Steps have b een taken in 

conformi ty with the Regul a tions I am Si r 

Very Respe ctfully Your Mo Obt Servt 

To Elbert Herring Es qr 

Office o f Ind Affairs 

Washington City 

Leonard Tarrant 

(OIA; 1834. Schools (Creeks) L. Tarrant.) 
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Columbus November 7~h 1834 

To The Public 

Gentlemen - Those young men ar e on their way to Choc-

taw Academy - "Scott County Kentucky" by Special ins truc-

tions rec~ from the War Department and we hav e furnished 

them the necefs ary Clothing - Cash &c. in a ccordance with 

said instructions - and as they have no Supervisor - and 

understand v ery little of the english laneuage - and h v e 

a very imperfect .and limited knowledge of· the world ; it is 

hoped the good people on the road will ai d in furthering 

them on and no t see them i mposed upon no r allow them to drink 

a?y sp~r~t~ - knowing as we do their nature - and should 

their means fall short - the Hont R. M. J ohnston wi ll furnish 

any thing in reason f or them to whose house they are going 

Very Respectfully 

Yr Obt . Servants 

J ohn Pitchlynn 

Andrew Wei·r 

Sylv ester Pe rl 

Their nrumes ar e as f ollows 

Richard M. Johnston - principal). 

George Washington 

Lewis Cafs 

John M Cla.i:r 

Thomas L. McKinney - .- ~- ... ·--- -
Andr_ew yv_e_i_~ 

Gao. S. Gaines 

Charles Henderson 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

) 

They Have a l ett er to J . 

H Hough Esq - Nashville 

Tenn~ 



They have a letter to Capt- I- Edmondson City Hotel 

Nashville and also one to Mr A Throckmorton Louisville 

Kenty 

(CIA: 1834• Schools (Ohoct aws). Thos. Henderson.) 
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Hon Lewis Ca f s 

Secy o f ar . 

Dr Sir 

Choc~ Ac adY 

. 7 t h Nov 1834 

I here 1ith f orward you the n ame s and age s of 8 Cho ctaw 

youths just re c~ in this inst itut ion under the authority of 

t he Dep~ g iven to Ma jr Jn~ Pit chlynn and a lso the majrs let-

ter on the sub j ect 

This number added to the former number of Choctaw Stu-
usual 

dents wil l give us Six more than our quant ity - bu t thi s 
have 

will b e a very happy a rrangement as we so fre equentlyAa 

difficu l ty te in procurin boys to f ill vac ancies - havin 
us 

these s i x Cho ctaws over & above our number will enable~ to 

have the v a c anc y fill~ with out f urther diff iculty o f about 

that numb e r which will h av e to be sent h ome next sprin • 

Very r espectfu lly 
• 

your Ob . Servt 

Tho . Henderson Supt 

(OIA: 1834 Sch ools (Choctaws) Tho s . Hen derson) 
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Hames an d age s o f Ei gh t Choct aw 

y ouths rec~ in t he ins tituti on on 16 ~h 

Nov . 1834 

George Gains a ged abou t • • • 17 years 

Charles Henderson do .... 15 do 

Andrew Weir do • • • 15 do 

Jn<: M Clair do 16 do 

Samf Leonard dp 15 do 

Doctor Cotton do 16 do 

Tho . Brainard do 16 do 

B. Worland do 18 . do 

(OIA: 183 4 Schools ( Choctaws ) Tho s . Hen de r s on . ) 



Sir 

Mar desvil le Ala 

De c ember 13 ~~ 1834 

I have put into the mail my a cc ount agains t the Un ited 

States. lncurred in Co l l e c t i ng and sending the Creek boys 

to the Choctaw Acad emy . I h av e a lso sent the a c counts an d 

vouchers On which my ac count i s f ounded . I h ave pai d ev ery 

cent of t he mone y and wou l d be g l ad how s oon It c an be r e-

mitted ~o me a s I hav e been compelled to b o rrow the gr eater 

part of it, In a f ormer l etter I adv ised y ou that I would 

draw upon the Dep a rtment f o r the am~ this I have n ot done , 

but prefere d borrowing the money for a s hort time . The pri c e 
was so hi h, 

~A 2 · ~ ~ · ' 

of ponysAI t h ou gh t i t b e s t t o hire them at Ten Dollars api e c e . 

One of them Died and Mr Hogan was compelled to hire Another 

While on hi s way f or which he p a id sev en Dol l a rs his pro grefs 

was some what r e t a r ded by h i gh Wat e rs . and the Di llatory 

movements o f the pony 's a s s ome of them be c ame tired, It 

will be seen by Exami n i ng the the Accoun t of the Outfit or 
the boys, as rendered b y Hogan & Lawye r t11at I h ad to pur -

chase the materials en d have their Cl othin g made . I pur-

cha~ed plaid and h a d Clo aks made ins t ead of Co at s as the 

cold Weather was settin in . I a re e d to b ear the expenc es 

of a person to g o with r. J ame s Ho gan an d afs is t h i n in 

bringing back the pony's as on e pers on could n o t do it h i m-

self, I was compelled to Employ s ome p e rson t o col le ct the 

boys as I had fre quently tried to get t hem to d el i v er them 

to me And they had always failed . Jimboy's a ccount I t hou ht 



the most unreasonable as he had made Col 0 Ho an pay h i m Ten 

Dollars before. and afterwards b e c ame difsatisfi ed and 

Claimed 72.00 I p a i d h i m the Account f o rrarded and pre-

vailed on him to be satisfied ~i th that am~. enclosed i s a 

Receipt fro m the Supe rint en dant o f the Choctaw Ac ademy . (the 

Duplicate I have retained) f or the bridles , Saddl es , Saddle-

bags,& Blankets wRieR llii ch ~. Hogan l eft i n his p o f sefsion, 

he says the b oys a r ri v ed i n h e alth and fine Spirits &c 

Sh ouldtheir be an y inf ormality in m account whi ch c an 

be corrected by an Agent proper l y authorized,- please afford 

the Ron saml W Mar dis that Opp o rtunity as he has a let t er of 

Attorney from me Authorising h i m, to d o all such businefs 

for me 

To 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

Washington City 

Very Re s p ect fully 

Your Mo Obt 

Servt 

Leonard ~arrant 

(QIA: 1834. Schools ( Creeks) L. Tarrant.) 



Wa shington City 

25 April. 1835 . 

c. A. Harris Esqf 

Commr of Ind. Af fr s 

Sir 

I must apologi se for again troubling you . - I omitted 

in my last - t o sta t e to you that the One hundred dollars 

worth of books - furnished some time ago to the Choctaws -

have been of great advantage - they have all been distributed 

- and I would agai n solicit further aid in this way if it can 

possible be obtained - There is so many obstacles in the way 

of educating i ndians - that it requires care and attent~on 

to succeed - When the school - is rurnished and the books 

are ready to put i n the children~ hands it would seem to 

leave no excuse - inconsi derable as the p ice of a book 

may seem - it may s ti l l keep an indian from school - un-

lefs furnished gratui t ously -

The Rev4 Mr Pot t ~ who is a public teacher amongst 

the Choctaw's - ha s at his own expense put up a school 

house - (seperate and distihct fr om his own- ) for educat-

ing female Choctaw~ - he has a lso a lady engaged as a 

teacher and living in hi s family,- who ha s charge of t h i s 

school - I would r espectfully ask if some aid cannot be 

given Mf Pott. from the Civilization fund. he is going 

great good as the delegation now here will cheerfully state -

Respectt)llly yr. 

Most obt Servt 

wm Armstrong. 
I 

ton. 1838. A-363.) 



Regula tions to gove r n the workshops at the Choctaw Ac ademy 

from and aft er, the 1 st of May , 1835 ., agreeably to instruc-

tion from the War Dep~ dated 7~h March 1835 

We The unde r s i gned inspe ctors of the ehoct aw Academy with 

the Sup t have adopted the following Regulations to govern 

the mechanic a l department of this i nst i tution in future . Viz 

1~~ No st udent shall be compel l ed to perform labour in any 

of the shops , or learn a trade only b y his own free choice , 

or by t h e Spe cial directions of his parents; and in the for-

me r c a se he shall be permitted to qu~t when he pleases , an d 

in the l~t ter , at the inst ance of his parents . 

2~~ Al l the materials to c a rry on the shops , and suitable 

Workmen to i nstruct shall be procured on the b e st possible 
t e rms 
~~~f~i by the Supt . and advice o f the inspectors 

3 ~. A s et o f Books in goo d sty le by double entry shall be 

Kep t. or c ause to be Kept by the Sup~ Showin all purcha ses 

o f Mat eri als or Stock to furnish the shops , the proceeds of 

Sa l es, toge t her with the a~ount of manufactured articles on 

hand, which Books Shall be balanced and i nsp ect ed at the end 

of ev e r y quar ter by the inspectors 

4~~ The wo rkmen employed to impart Me chanical instruction 

to the youths , who may work in the shops : . Shall not only be 

de c ent Men of Sober and steady habits , but well skilled in 

t he p a rticular Arts o f their respective profefsions . 

5~~ The ne t t pro c eeds of the Shops (after payin all the 

oebts ther e of ) shall be divide d amon the boys who perform 



labor, according to their r espective capacities, and pro-

ficiency in the r espective arts; a part of which shall be 

given to them during their stay at the Academy; and the ba l-

ance on leaving the school. 

6~~ We would suggest that although no Student i s ·to be f orced 

to perform any labor in the shops, contrary to his wish, yet 

all that choose to do so, shall be under suitable and prudent 

discipline, such as the Supt by the advic e of the inspectors, 

shall introduce, to ensure habits of industry , and obedience . 

Wm Sug ett Ch 

Tho Henderson Supt 

B fforland 

A Johnson 

A Brooking 

S. M Nae l /?/ 
Jas ~ Robinson 

John T. Johnson 

(OIA: 1835. Schools. (Cho ct aw Academy) . Inspectors , Sup't . ) 



Hon Bo a rd o f Trustees 

In obedience to the r egulat ions whi ch . ov ern thi s in-

stitution , I r esume my pen , for t h e exp r e fs pur pose of mak-

ing known t o you the pre s en t s i tuation of the insti t u t i on 

as far a s Heal th & sicknef s a r e conc ern ed 

~47 

The h ealth o f the b oy s has f o r the l a s t t h ree months 

been as go od i f n ot bette r than exper ienc e d the l a s t t we l v e 

months . The f ew c a s es whi ch hav e occured during this Quar-

ter h ave (as I co n c e ive) been s u cc e fs fully t r e a t ed in as mu ch 

as a l l h a ve been r e li ev ed of them and r e store d to ood health 

I have viewe d wi th fee lin g s o f comp l a cency the gentle -

maly deportment , cle anlinefs , and to t al abst a i nane of t he 

b oy s from every thi n g tha t would hav e a tenden cy to deb i l i-

t a te the s ys tem, i mp a i r the c on s t i t uti on , and r e n de r t h em 

unhappy subj e cts on ear th 

The youn men hav e taken an a ctive part in a lmos t 

every thin tha t h ad f or i ts ob j ect the p e a c e and happ i n e f s 

o f the institution; by instillin g into t he m n d s of tho s e 

who a r e inca p able o f governi n themse lve s the i mportanc e 

o f cleanlinefs mo de r a t ion i n their d i e t , and t he i ndispens i-

ble and i mport ant p rincip l e s whi ch a ct as a preserv a tiv e 

aga inst those d isea ses i nci dent a l to our climat e , s o that 

t he energi es o f a l l combine d hav e pre se r v ed them fr om 

f a tal di seases wh i ch hav e s p r e ad dev a sta tion in our count r y 

Ev e r y thin g that is nec efsary t o make t h em comfo r t ab l e 

is amp l y and bountiful ly suppli ed b y their re a t pro eni t ors 



to whom they are indebted for preservation , and civiliza-

tion in those arts and s ci ences now understood and prac-

tised by thm honor is reflect ed on the names of the Two 

venerable patriots who have conducted this institution 

in such a mysterious and unparaluled manner , Tt is t o 

them that we ar e to feel grateful f or the Health and 

happinefs of the insti tution 

very respectfully 

To the Trustees . 

submitted by 

Ew~ L. Branham 

(OIA: 1835. Schools (Choctaw Academy) Superint endent . 
Reports.) 



9 W. Washington , D. C. June 10, 1836. 
Hon. Lewis Oafs 

Sec. War 

Sir 

I beg leave respectfully to solicit your attention to 

the circumst ance of teaching the Indians to read in their 

mother tongues severally , and upon what · we term tb.e ne~ sys_-

tem. This system is found to be so exceedingly simple that 

even adults unaccustomed to the study of letters can learn 

to read in their own language in the course of a f ew weeks . 

Upon the new system books have been printed in the Choc-

taw, Creek, Shavranoe, Delaware, Putawatomie , and Otoe lan-

guages. and to the Shawanoes is ifsued a small monthly 

periodical. 

Many of the natives could be hired for twelve or f.i!teen 

dollars a month as afsistant teachers, to instruct cla~ses 

of adults as well as children , which could be convened at ap-

pointed times and places, and who , under the superintendence 

of a mifsionary, might be rendered extensively useful. 

I would respectfully suggest the enquiry whether a por-

tion of the funds of the government applicable to the educa-

tion and civilization of the Indians might not b~ advant age -

ously appli ed in hiring Indian teachers a s above intimated? 

Should t his suggestion receive your favourable consideration, 

I would respectfully suggest that such mifsionaries as have 

been engaged in t eaching upon the New System be al lowed , 



through your agents or Subagents , as the case may be , such 

s~ as you may deem expedient , to be employed in hiring 

native afsistant teachers, to teach upon the New Sys tem, 

and that the mifsionaries be r equired to account for the 

sums which they shall severally receive by reporting to the 

agents or Sub Agents the manner in whi ch the same has been 

applied_ and the results of the application . 

For the purpos e of making the experiment I would 

respectfully recommend that allowance be made for the Shaw-
• anoes, the Delawares the puta¥atomie emigrants , and the 

Creeks of Arkansas. 

Most Resptfy . 

Sir 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Isaac M~Coy 

(OIA: Schools. Washin ton. 6/10 , 1836. McOoy, Revd . Isaac .) 



Fort Gibson 

Gov M Stokes July 2<f 1836 

Sub Ind Agent 

For Cherokees West 

Bot of E W B Nowland 

Sundry Articles f or David Miller to Wit 

1 Lin an Coat 6 . 50 

2 pr do Pants 5 . 50 

1 pr Shoes 2 . 25 

2 Shirts 3 . 00 

1 Hat 6 . 00 

2 pr Cotton l Hose 1 . 00 2 

1 Vest 1 . 50 

1 Sa tine Stock 1 . 50 

1 Silk Handkerchief 1 00 

1 pr Suspenders 50 

2 Combs 75 

1 Knife 50 

$30 . 00 

Received Payment in full of the abo~e a ct . 

E B Nowland 

pr A, G, A, Doyle 

(OIA: Schools (Cherokee West) 836 - 37 . Ft . Gibs on . 1836 . ) 



Gon M Stoke s 

Sub Ind Ag t 

For Cherokees We st 

Bot of E · B Nowl and 

Sundr y Arti c les f o r Wil liam Ro ers to Wit 

1 Lin en coat 

2 pr do Pant a loons 

1 pr Shoes 

1 Vest 

3 pr Co tton l 
2 Ho se 

1 pr Suspenders 

2 Silk Handkerchi efs 

1 Bla ck Stock 

l Yd Irish Linan 2 

1 Fine Bla ck Hat 

Fort Gibson 

July 2ttd 1836 

~p 6 . 50 

5 . 50 

2 . 25 

• J 4 . 50 ,.. 

1 . 12 ~ 

50 

1 . 75 

1 . 50 

37~ 

6 00 

Re c eive d Payment in f u l l o f the abov e a c t 

E W B Nowl amd 

pr A. G. A. Doyl e 

( OIA: Schools {Chero kee West) S36- 37 . F t . Gi bs on . 1836 . ) 



Cherokee Agency, Fort Gibson , July 7~h 1836. 

Estimate of the Expense of s endi ng four Chero k ee Boys 

from the Cheroke e nation 1Ve st , to t he Choct aw Academy in 

Kentucky; an d brin ing t wo Boys hac k to the Nation . -- --- - --- --- - - ·- - - ---
Expense of t r ansportation f or f our Boys to 

the Choctaw Academy in Kentucky; and t he 

return of two Boys to the Cherokee nation 

West --

Outfit and Clot ing for t hr e e Boys , Tho . 

Jefferson Ro gers , William Ro gers and David 

Miller a ~30 each 

Services of the Conductor of the f our Boys 

_to the Academy, and of t he two to be returned 

home. --
Expense of Collecting the Boys f or the j ourney--

M Stokes . Sub-Ag~ 

for Cheroke es . 

DoiTs . 

431 .75 . 

90 . --

100 . --

10 . --

~631 . 75 . 

(OIA: Schools (Cherokee West) 836- 37 . Ft . Gibson . 1836) 

353 



Choctaw Agency 

14. .July 1836. 

Elbert Herring Es qr. 

Commissione r of Ind . Affr~ 

Sir. 

Immedi ately upon re ceiving your order to send on fifteen 

Choctaw boys to the School in Kentu cky - I despat ched Mr . 

Clarke to Red river to procure ten boys whi ch he did and 

during his absence I obt a ined t he remainder in this district 

and succeeded in gettin the boys off - on a St eam Boat on 

the gth of this month --

The boys are more intelegent - and bid far to do better 

than any who have gone on- I prepare d them with clo at h in 

here. and gave Mr . Clarke funds to defray their expenses-

on to the School , - and directed him t o t ake charge of such 

as should be r eturned from the School - and a lso gave him 

very particular dire c t ions to attend well to t he boys - and 

to guard them from going about the Boats - engine - Upon the 

return of Mr . Cla rke the accounts will be made out - and 

forwarded - I took the necess ary funds from the School money 

in my hands which will not be r equired until the a ccounts 

are forwarded and the amount returned me --

You will find enclo sed a list of t he boys with the ir 

ages & -

Respe ctfully 

Your Obt Serv t 

Jm Armstrong 

Choctaw Agent 



By the same Boat Gov. Stokes came this far .with three 

Cherokee boys - and returned again - l eaving them with Mr c. 
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Choct aw Agency Septr 1st 1836 

C. A. Harris Es qr 

Comr of Ind Affairs 

Sir 

You will please find enclosed the a ccounts with vouch-

ers for the coll ecting clothing and taking on the fifteen 

Choctaw boys, as I wa s direct ed to do , by communication 

from the late Comr of Ind Affairs of May 13th 1836 . 

Mr Clark the gentleman who conduct ed the boys on , in 

evry case practicable , took duplicate r eceipts for the ex-

penditure and delivered the boys safely at the Academy . I 

did not make him any allowance , beyond his a ctual expenses; 

he is the Clerk in my office . If the Department should 

think him entitled to additional pay , they will m ke the 

allowance. The boys were each furnished wi th clotning 

to make them comfort able ; on the way , they slept in the 

cabin of the boat, on t heir own blankets; and the expendi-

tures were as economicaly made as were possible; the season 

of the year made it more difficult to get on and any thin 

like travelling expenses has gr eat ly increased; hereafter 

when the boys are to o on to the Academy , I would recommend 

that it be so arranged that they l eave here in June , they 

will then be ab l e to return by water . 

Mr Clark had to get back with his seven boys at a great-

er expense, by l and from the mouth of Arkansas river in con-

sequence of the boats havin stopped runnin • 

. 
356 



------------------~--~--~--~--------------357 

The accounts for t he return of t he seven boys will be 

forwarded in a few days. It i s nec ess ar y that I s hould ex-

plain the credit of Seventy dollars gi ven Mr Clar k by col 

Johnson, for which he gave his re ceipt . Mr Cl ark had made 

greater expenditures in takin the boys on , than he expe cted; 

and upon arriving a t c ol Johnsons, he r eceived f rom him 

Seventy dollars, f or which the Colonel i nformed hi m he would 

draw upon the Dept, i t is therefore taken from the amount 

of expenditures made for taki ng on the boys ; and will there-

fore be paid col Johnson . I have advanced the money ne ces -

sary from othe r public mon i es in my hands . I was directed 

to draw for t he amount, but would prefer to submit the whole 

accoun ts to the Department ; and when approved would r espect-

fully requ est t h e sum expended by me to be returned . The 

funds to enable t he b oys t o return were advanc ed by Co~ 

Johnson, f or which Mr Cl ark r eceipted, the account for return 

of boys will b e s en t n ext week . 

Respe ctful ly 

Your Ob t Servt . 

wm Armstrong 
~ 

Choct aw Agent. 

(OIA: Schools (Choct aw ) A39 , etc. Choct aw Agency . 1836 . A- 39 . ) 



Pus hma t ah a Di s tri ct 

Sepr 14th 183 6 

Capt wm Arms trong 

Agent f o r Cho c taws 

Sir 
t r an smit 

In conf o rmi t y with your re que s t I h e r ewith t h e r eport 

of the sch oo l und e r my di re c t ion . Th e wan t of proper boo ks 

& scholl a r s suffici ent ly a dv a n c ed , h as p r e vent ed me f rom 

carrying out any particular syst em of ' e du c a ti on . In ~iv -

ing ins t ru c tion howev e r , I hav e comb i n e d t h e Lanc a st eri an 

with the common cours e gen e r al l y pu r sued in en ~lish s chool s . 

In cons e quenc e o f s icknefs which has prev a i l ed duri ng t h e 

summer & still . continue s , the scho l l a r s a re not a s punc tual 

in t he i r attend ance n o r as nume rous as t hey o t h erwi s e would 

have be en . The abilities of t he ch i ldren a r e i n ev e r 

respe c t e qual to tho se o f wh it e ch i l dr en wh o r esi d e i n civ-

ilized l and . A f ew indi v i du a l s on l y mani f e st a desire f or 

t he i mprovement of t h eir ch ildren . 

My p r esent numb e r is Twenty t h r e e (al l exc ept one hav-

i n g commenc e i n e Alph abet ) 

5 male s r eadi n g i n Te s t ament ) 2 femal es spellin 
( 

9 Do. Spellin g ) 
( 

7 Do, Alphabet ) 

F ive mi ght now r e c ei v e l efs ons i n vrri t i n h d they s t a -

tiona ry p rovi ded . 

In my intercour se vlith t h e In i ans I h v e not s een a 

single loom & but on e spinnin~ wheel. 
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To my knowle dge there are no me chanics in the district . 

I beli ev e there are none who depend entirely on hunt-

ing for a subsistence; but resort to the Buffaloe r an e oc-

casionally as pleasure or necefsity may di ctate . They 

more of an agricultural people . Their country is well 
are 

adapted to agriculture & were they to r aise cotton it would 

be a sourc e of consider able revenue to them. They have not 

as yet r ais ed any with the exception of a few individuals 

rather as an experiment & the soil is found to be well 

adapted to its growth . They raise corn pot ato es melons Beans 

& a few other culinary vegatables . The aspect of the coun -

try is diversifi ed presenting in places a broken - surface in 

others quite rocky ; but there is I believe t:Rspe-i:e but 

- small part that is not susceptible of cultivation 

I am not able to say any thing in regard to it s mineral 

resources 

About forty mil_es from the mouth of the Kiamichi there 

is a salt spring which yields a l arge quantity of wate r & 

has been worked for family use; the product as represented 

to me is thirty two to one. In addition to this there are 

several other salt springs in the district . 

In the vic inity of the first mentioned spring there 

is a medicinal spring said to be beneficial to debilitated 

systems & the scurvy which has prevailed gr eatly f or the l as t 

18 months. It has not been analysed I believe . Those who 

have used it represent it as being highly impregnated with 

sulphus and iron 



In regard t o wa t er privileges i t is very destitu te. 

I have seen none su f f ici ent to prope l a mill more than s ix 

months in the ye ar 

All of which is r espectfully submi tted 

by Your Obdt Sevt 

Rams ay D Potts 

U. S. Tea cher Pushmataha 

distri ct Choct aw Nation 

(OIA: Schools(Ch oct aw) A39 etc . Cho ct aw A en cy . 1836 . A5 5 ) 
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c. A Harris. Esqr . 

Commr of Ind. Affr~ 

Sir 

Choctaw Agency 

16 . Sept 1836 . 

J i 

You will find enclosed the Account f or ~ringin back the 

Seven boys from the Academy in Kentu cky - The expenses have 

been greater t han they would o~ een ~ad the river of been 

Navigable - you will discover that Vouchers for all amounts 

of much magnitude h ve been taken - Col . Johnson ave Mr . 

Clarke $320. f or whi ch he gave him a rec ei pt . and the ex-

penditures excee d that sum ~ 107 . 87~ . one of the boys went 

on to Vicksbur gh near which his moth er resides; not havinr, 

yet eme grated -- You will find also the names - A es & of 

the boys who l eft the Academy . their residence &. 

Resp ectfully 

Your Obt Servt . 

wm Armstrong 

Choctaw Agent -

(OIA: Schools (Choct aw ) A39 eto. Choct aw Agency . 1836 . A-46) 



William Armstrong Es quire 

Sup~ Ind. Affairs &c. 

Sir, 

Choct aw Ag ency West 

Sep . 18 th 1836. 

Since I made my r eport on the 30t h Sep~ 1835, in r e a r d 

to the Choctaw School under my dire c ti on a t this plac e -

I have to state that f o r a spac e of about t wo months durin 

the sickly season l as t y e ar , the school was d i s c ontinued , 

also for a s h ort time durin the l a st winter s p rin , Since 

that period the school has progrefsed s l owly , until with n 

a short time back- It is no I think i n a prosperous condi-

tion there a re eight scholars , fi v e girls & three boys , wh o 

attend punctually, an d o thers wh o attend occ a siona lly . It 

it believed the school will increase in numb e r s hereafter . 

Five of the scholars who attend at present h ve made 

considerabl e progrefs in spelling, reading & writing & on e 

of them in aritbmetick . 

I have the honor t o be Sir 

With r e at r espe ct 

Your Obt Servt 

Fr~ Audrain 

(OIA: Schools(Choct aw ) A39 et c. Cho ctaw Agency. 1836 . A55) 



William Arms trong Esqr . 

Sir 

Gavenole Mount 

Sept 2o t h 1836 . 

Sinc e my l ast report a s respects the s chool under 

my superint endence , I hav e to inform you , that from three to 

five scholars have occasionally attended my school, at pres-

ent there are n one , owing to sicknefs . I have already in-

formed you that I run wil lin t o remove to any station 1here 

I can be use ful, as it is my belief that a school cannot be 

be obtained here 

r espy yours . 

Allenson Allen 

(OIA: Schools(Choctaw ) A39 etc. Cho ct aw Agency . 1836 . A55) 



Sir, 

Pine Ridge , Ch . Nat ion 

22~ Sept . 1836 . 

In complianc e wi th your re quest o f the 27¥~ Ult. r have 

the pleasure to forward the _a c companyin statement relative 

to the schools in the Choct aw Nation , under the patronage 

of the "American Board of Commifsione rs for Forei n Mif- . 

sions. " 

The general system of instruction has not differed 

materially from that practiced in good schools i n our o 

country. The capacity of the children is gen e rally ood , 

& their progrefs commendable . At some of the schools a 

part of one day in each week , has been devoted to ins truct-

ing the females in sewing & lmitting . 

Our experience teaches us , that where children do not 

understand En g lish, & wher e they board at home & hear no -

thing but Choc taw spoken; instructing them in En g lish ~hi le 

at school is not likely to be of mu ch advant a e to them un-

lefs they attend for a l on time . Ee have therefore pre-

ferred instructing such in their own l anguage first; if 

they have time & capacity to go further , we then teach them 

in English. 

We h ave not been able , since the removal of the Choc-

taws, to establish bo a r ding schools amon them; the ad -

vantages of giving them an ~n _ lish education a re not as 

great as they we r e f o rmerly . At someof the schools the 

attendance of the scholars, has been quite irregular. 
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On Red River, & f or 20 or 25 miles North of it, in-

cluding a portion of the waters of Kiami chi & Little 

River, the general aspect of the coun try i s ood ; & the land 

more productive than in the old Na~ion. Cotton grows we ll, 

where it has been tried. Crops the present season are good, 

and the country he althy . In some places the Choctaws are 

making good i mprovements . 

Ther e are a numb er of ~ood mill s eats in the country, 

& a good s aw mill & grist mill , h ave b een put in operation 

by Col. Nail. 

The Mineralogy of the country has not b een investi ated . 

There are in places appearances of abundanc e of iron . Two 

salt springs & t wo Sulpher Sprin s ar e knovm ; one of the 
• 

former is considered valuab l e , and preparations are in 

progrefs for working i t , but t heir progrefs is slow . 

The time has been so short i n which my report ias to 

be made, that I am unable to be as part icu lar as other ise 

I might have been. 

All which i s respectfully submitted by 

Your Obt . Servt. 

Capt. William Armstrong 
n Act. Supt. Wst- Ter . 

Choct aw Agency -

duplicate 

C. Kingsbury 

(OIA: Schools(Choctaw ) A39 etc. Choct aw Agency. 1836 . A51) 



Capt Wm Armstrong 

Sir, 

Choctaw Agency Sept 2sth 1836 

~en I presented my l as t Report , I ho ped the pres -

ent one would p rove more int eresting; but I am sorry my ex-

pectations have been almost entirely d i sappointed . The 

ori ginal desi n of board ing the Scholars has been ne glected 

with the exception of one family . I have seldom had more 

than two Scholars - and a ll havG att en ded v e ry irre ula ly . 

Still the s hort time these y outhfu l abori ines have a ttend 

it has b een proved their minds a r e capable of r ap i d improve-

ment. It has been a sens e o f deep re ret that while the 

generality of the citizens a re well ab l e to make arran e-

ments f o r boarding , still a most stran e indifference h s 

been, and still is , manifes t ed . The full blood but poor In-

dian has fre qu ently enquired - when the School ·muld be in -

and I have repli ed - it was lre ady open , but that it ~ ~ s 

necefsary for them to support their ovm children . They h ve 

turned away with a · deje cted look , exprefsive of a stron ~ de -

sire to hav e there children edu c a t e d . Some of the most in-

terestin g youths I ever saw, a r e th s depr v ed of the means 

of instruction sole~ on a ccount of the distant loca tion of 

the Sch ool and the inability of the parent to support them . 

Did but a trational and generous sympathy exi st I am per-

suaded my School v1ould be filled : but untill a kindly and 

united effort is made for Boarding , there will never be the 



most distant pro sp ect of a School . 

In regar d to Agr i culture , so f ar as I know, t he Indi ans 

deserve much commendat ion . Ther e i s scar ce l y a f amily of the 

full blo ods but what r a is e a l i tt l e Sto ck , and cultivat e 

some o f t h e most u seful vegit ab l es . The mixed breeds have 

considerab l e Sto ck : - an d if things continue t o progrefs in 

the same manner, in a few they i l l be we ll off i ndeed . f s 

the same v al u e set upon Edu cation as other ob j ects , a very 

ample shar e of happi nefs would follow: - and there blef snngs 
the 

sanctified by a Divine i nfluence wou l d m ke the Wor ds ofA 

Psalmist striki ngl y applicable to the s e untutored membe r s 

of the human family - 11 Happy a r e the people in such a case ; 

yea happy is that people who s e God i s the Lord . " 

I am Sir, 

Yours Most r espect fu l l y 

Joseph Smedl ey 

To Cap~ W~ Armstrong 

Sup. of Indi an Affairs 

(OIA: Schools( Choctaw ) A39 etc . Choc taw A ency . 183 6 . A55 ) 
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C. A Harris sqr. 

Choctar Agency 

6 Oct . 1836 

Commr. of Ind. Affrs . 

Sir 

Since_ I sent on my r eport upon schools I h ave reed from 

Mr Rind and Mr . Kingsbury their report which I herewith en-

close, Mr . Rind has but l ate ly commenced , and will be a 

valuable ac quisition as a teacher , Mr Kingsbury reoorts 

quarterly and my report was made from the previous one -

I would respectfully as k if some aid cannot be ex-

tended to those Schools . under Mr . Kingsbury . the one tau ht 

by Mifs Louisa Willi ams is parti cular deserving of aid --

The report however of Mr . Kingsbury show conclusively that 

he is doing great good for the Choctaws ~ and as he states 

he has expended f or these Schools about Twelve thousand 

dollars of the funds of the American Board of Missions I 

have thought tha t probably from the Civilization fund they 

could have say five hundred dol lars refunded to them -- to 

aid further in teaching 

Respectfully your 

Obt Servt 

W Arms trong 

Act Supt est . Ter Y 

(OIA: Schools(Choctaw) A3 9 etc. Choct aw Agency. 1836. A51 .) 
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C A Harris Esqr 

Comr of Ind Affairs 

Sir 

Ghoctaw Agency 

Oct 20 . 1836 

J69' j 

The public schools in the Chaeta ~ Nation require bo oks , 

the sum to purchase a sufficiency for all rould not be much. 

if the purchase 1as made at some place where they could all 

be procured, which wou l d ensure an uniformity in all the 

Schools; and the teachers could then be furnished as the books 

mi ght be wanted . If the Department approves of this mode of 

procuring them (they cannot be had he re) one or two hundred 

dollars would do for a considerable t i me , if that amount was 

sent on. 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt West Ter¥ 

(OIA: Schools(Choct aw) A39 et c. Chaeta~ Agency . 1836 . A62) 



Sl:r 

Choctaw Agency 

September 22~t 1837 

I have the honor to submit the following report on 

Schools in this Superintendency. Accompanying which, is a 

statement ahow~ng the names ot teachers, locations, number ot 

pupils~ their proficiency &C. _ by reference to which you will 

aee that there are 217 males and 46 females taught in the 

Public Scho~la; and 98 ma~ea and 82 females taught by the 

Mita1onar1ea, in the Choctaw Nation, and 94 males and 63 

females in the Cherokee Nation making in all 600 pupils in 

mr superintendency, 

There are not as many Mifsionary schools in opera-

tion in the Choctaw Nation, this year as formerly but they 

are better attended, The bad health ot some or the M1fs1on-

•rt teachers, and other causes not know to myself have in-

duced several to leave the nation, consequently the number 

of achoola baa decreased, 

Last year the Missionaries had twelve schools ln 

operation teaching 228 pupils, This year they have only 

six schools teaching 180 pupils, making an average or 30 

pupils to a school, while the average last year was 19. 

r · 7 J :· 

Tbeae facta go to show that the teachers have been making great-

er exertions and that the Indians estimate the importance 

of education more this year than rormerlJ. Where suitable 

persona baYe been sent among the Indians a a M1fa1onar1ea, 

to teach as well aa preach, and who practice what th&J 



preach and show by th~ir conduct and their exertions, their 

beneYolent intentions, the Indians are not long in becoming 

convinced of their good intentions, and usetulnets among 

them, and not only reconsiled but anxious that _ they should 

~emain amongst _ th~m. 

But in most ·cases such men are not sent out, such 

ot the kind as are in this and the Cherokee nation, M~ 

Waahbu~ M~ Kingsb~, Mr MCKenzie and others, are very 

usetul in every way, they make themselves so by their ex-. . 

ertiona as P~eachers, Teacher~, Physic~ana, advisers, &C; and 

by their deportment a~d conduct, r~nder themselves popular, 

Such men a~e wanted in the country, and are welcome to the 

Indiana. The time has patsed when m~n can be picked up in 

Rew England withou~ _talent, industry, energy, or the proper 

spirit and sent among these tribes to be useful. Such men 

not only render no service, but by their inactive d~oniah 

habits, set such examples as !hite men should not set before 

Indiana, render themselves unpopular, and injure the cause 

which they were sent out to promote, Men ot this disor1p-

t1on not only ought not to be sent out; but should be pro-

hibited trom coming among the Indians 

It would be better for the Societies ~t they are com-

peled to auppor~ such men tp kee~ thea at hom~, and not send 

them out to inJure the cause they cannot help, The Indiana 

are becoming too 1ntellegent and well informed to bear with 

aucb men. A majority of the M1~a1onar1ea in this countrJ 

are of the above mentioned kind, and to these facta, may be 



1~uted the great unpopularity of Mifsionaries in the In-
dian Country, 

The Mitaionaries in the Choctaw Nation are cer-

tainly more uaetul than they a~ in other nations, it is 

owing to the tact that they are well impr~tsed tha~ they 

have no more privileges than other white men in the nation 

~d are therefore compelled to deport themselves towards the 

Indians in a manner to conciliate the1r _good will; and to 

re~er themaelv~a useful to the Indians, to be allowed to 

live among them,. and are held th~mselves responcible to 

this Ottiee for their conduct, If this was the nase in 

other nations they would be useful and efficient auxileriea 
. - . -

1n carrying out the policy of the Government instead ot be-

ing. the cause of so many complaints. It would be well it the 

Mita1onary Boards in the States were 1mpretsed with these 

facta, instead ot being under the 1mJ?rets1on that they had 

a right to send men into the Indian country to settle and 

liYe among them without the knowledge of the Agent or con-

sent ot the _Indiana, and tha~ ~he _ Mifsionaries be compelled 

to report to the Agents and procure a permit 11ke ,other 

white persona betore they are allowed to settle in the In-

dian country, They would then not teel themselves so ir-

responsible and know better upon what terms they would be 

permitted to remain, 
The public Schoo~• are in a better condition than 

formerly they are not so well located as the M1~s1onarr 

aohoola owing to the circumsta~o~ of the buildings ~ei~g 

ereoted betore the Indians were permanently settled, some 
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of the looationa being very tar from the settlements, and the 

•tta1onar1ea co~ng into the Ind~an c~untry more ~eoentl~, 

ohoaed their own locations immediately in the thickest settle-

Milts but as the Indians are becoming more sensible ot the 

1~ortance . of education, they are adopting measures to obviate 

this inconvenience by moveing neare~ to the scho~ls, or board-

ing out thei r children therefore there will soon be as many 

pup11a 1n attendance, as the teachers will be able to attend 

to. Ot the eleven Public schools in the n~tion, one has no 

scholar~ 1n .consequence ot the school being so tar from the 

settlements, that the children cannot attend, The other Ten 

are attended by Two hundred and Sixty three pupils making an 

aYerage ot more than Twenty six to a school. The average is 

not ao great as the Mitsionaries but as soon as the inconven-

ienoea already re~ere~ to are . remoyed the7 will average more 

than the Mita1onaries, as they will be more responsible to the 

Agent, and under his supervision, will be required to leave 

nothing undone t o keep up their complement or pupils. 

The scho~l taught by Mr Wilson is near thia place, 
however 

having but lately g~ne in~o operation his pupils are well ad-

Yanoed and attend regular, it promises to become an important 

aohool. 
Mr Potts pret er i ng to go_ among the _ Wild untutored tull 

blood Indiana, where they had alwa~s been opp~sed to educat i on, 

had .. nJ d1tt1cultiee to encounter , t he prejudices ot the I n-

diana, the consent ot the childr en atter t he Parents were w111-

1DI that the1' should go, and many other causes to make i t ar-



duoua taak, baa tinall7 triumphed over all, and has hi a full 

oa.pl .. ent, such is the spirit that he has created in his 
it 

neigbbourhood b7 his _ ex~~tions, that he has tound _ nec~ts~ry 

to erect another building at his own expense for the purpose 

ot k~ping a te~le . school connected with·his, to be con-

ducte4 b7 a lad7, supported by some benevolent society in 

the states. 

Mr Rind's schoo~ is in a flourishing condition, the 

Indiana in his neighbourhood are rather luke-warm upon the 

subject ot education; and will not make their children attend 

regularl7 but the children who do attend a~ improving very 

.uoh, he informs me that such was the indifference of the In-

diana upon the subject that the Chiet called them together in 

couno11 and urged them to send their children and encouraged 

them in every manner. 

Mf Duke is a native, his health has been so bad that 

he baa not been able to make a report, and has since resigned 

when his school was last beared from he had Thirty two scolars 

some ot whom were very well ~dvanced, This school is in a neigh-

bourhood where the people have arrived to a great degree or 

oiYilizatlon and who appreciate education, I therefore feel , ~ 

the iaportanoe an efficient teacher be1ng appointed at an early 

da7 and aball appoint one as early aa practicable 
Mr Perry baa Twenty three male pupils, In this neigh-

bourhood there is a temale· schoal conducted by Mrs McKinzie 

supported by the Methodist Mifaionary Society, where all the 

domestic arts are taught the pupils in addition to the other 

branohea. Tbeae acho~la are in a flourishing condition. 



•r Watson is well located his pupils attend regular 

aDd are pretty well advanced; and his school may be conaidered 
ta a tlourahing condition, 

Doot~ Allen baa but latel~ mooved to his present loca-

tion, having t ried another part ot the district, without auc-

oefa, his school is in a tine condition very tull, and regular-

17 attended, His medical services render him very usetul in 
his neighbourhood 

Mr. Lewis's school is small but is well attended and 

hie pupils are tar advanced, 

Mr Hotchkins is located among the tull bloods in the 

ne1&hbourhood ot Mr Potts. and had simelar difficulties to 

contend with he has overcome all and has a tine school, 

Mr Smedley is located tour miles from the nearest 

houae consequently he has no pupils. Arrangements are making 

tor boarding t he c~ldren, when this is done he will no doubt 

have a tine s chool, as he has tbe capacity 

Mr. M~enney is a native, and has but lately taken 

c~rse ot hia schocl he is every way capable to teach ~d 

potaefe1ns considerable influence in his neighbourhood, he 
. . 

will, no doubt, soon have an excellent school, 
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All the t eachers represent the capacity of the chil-

dren as soon as that of t he Children or the Whites, some repre-

aent them as docile and at tentive and very eager to learn, others • 
represent the capacity as good , but their disposition t o idle -

neta hard to overcome , but the greatest complaints are that the 

Parenta do not exercise proper authority t o compel them t o at-



tend, consequently their attendenoe is some what irregular. 

According _to the plan first laid down in the ex-

penditure ot t he six thousand dollars schoal fund, there 

were to have been established four schools in eaoh district , 

but at the t ime the houses were erected, Pushmatahaw dis-

trict, being the remote Western part of the nation, the set-

tlements had not extended much beyond the Kiameecbee their 

Eastern boundary, only two houses were erected in this district. 

The settl ements a~ now extended Westward, and large numbers 

have settled, _ and are abo~t __ settleing in the country on the 

Blue and Bog~ a~d their _ tr~butary streams, I therefore re-

quest to be authorized to ereot the other two houses, one to 

be located i n the settlements above refered to, and the other, 

whenever I may find it most convenient to, and desired by the 

people. 

There are no public schools in the Cherokee Nation 

all are supported by the Mifaionary societies, The school at 

Dwight under t he superintendence of Mr washburn is a very 

tloursh1ng institution it is supported by t~e American Board 

ot Foreign Mita1ons, It is divided ~nto two departmen~s _. 

Male and Female, i n addition to the intellectual branches, 

they are taught al l kinds ot labour ap~ropriate to their 

aex, thereby forming habits d industry, which wil~ be or 

great benefit to t hemselves in after l ite, this school 

would not sutter rrom a oomparison with the common schools 

in the mos.t · :ravoured par t s of the United States 



The other schools as shown in the statement are do-

1ag much good, There are several other schools in this na-
- -

t1on supported by the Methodist Mifsionary Atsociationa, 

which are doing much good, but as no reports having come 

from them, I am unabled to give any definite account of 

them, 

A~angementa are about being made to establish some 

•tt•1onary schools in the Neosho Sub Agency, 'Nith proper man-

agemen~ they will be able to improve the Indians of that Sub 

Agenc7, as they are mor~ inclined to educating their youth, 

than they were formerly. 

All ot which is most respectfully submitted 

I have the honor to be 

C. A. Harris Esq~ 

Commr In9 Attrs. 

Your Obt Serv~ 

wm Armstrong 

Act. Supt. West~ TerY 

(OIA: Schoal (west'n supt'Y) File A253. Choctaw Agency. 
1837.) 



Cho. Academy . Oct~ 6~h 1837 . 

Bon J. R Poi nsette Sec¥ at War 

Sir We the undersigned instectors having met on 

tuesday 3S of October 1837 . and proceeded to examine the 

General condit i on of the School and find it prosperous and 

for particulars we refer you to the reports of the Superin-

tendant and the attendant physician - The Shoe SkefJ and 

Bla.ck Smiths Shops are in a more favourable condition than 

they have her etofore been 

Most respectfully your Obt Serv~ 

ym Suggett Ch 

R. M. Gatta 

Yilliam Johnson 

A. Brooking 

B. 'orland 

A. Johnson 

') 7 !f") 0 (j 

School (Choctaw Academy) File S151-257- 58ff. 
Schoo1s- S- 588 . } 

Scott Co. 
( OIA: 
1837. 



The Inspe ctors have this day completed their quarterly 

examination of the Choctaw Academy; having been occupyed the 

28th & 29th of this present month ef March . and they are happy 

to represent to t he Sec of Var that the School is flouri shi ng 
ments 

1n its various depart of learning and in the mechanic arts and 

37 : 

also that t her e i s an apparent zeal & fidelity in the Superin-

tendant & all the afsistants to promote the prosperity of the 

instituti on - the Inspectors feel a great anxiety for the pros-

perity of the School and they have from time to time adopted 

additional rules for the Superintendant who has manifested 

eYery disposition to conform to their wishes & advice - the 

arrangements of the School are com fortable & profitable to the 

happiners & advancement of the St udent s the Superintendant 

will go more i nto detail & send on a list of the students, 

their ages, &c 

All whi ch i s respectfully Submitted 
m Suggett Chr 

A Brooking 

R. M. Catta 

~~, Johnson 

A Johnson 

Thomas Jett 

B. ~orland 

(OIA: School {Choc t aw Acedemy ) File 8151- 257-588 . 
Schools S-257.) 

Scott Co. 



Choct . Acady Ky 

lath Dec 1837 . 

I herewith enclose t o you a copy of some additional 

regulations i ntroduced i nto this institution at the sugges -

tions of Mf Har ris . 

He reque sted in his communication that when I should 

form such rules as would embrace the Sub jects mentioned in 

his lett er that I would t .ransmit him a copy - 'ihen you look 

it over. please have it sent to Mr Harris 

The s chool i s in good condit ion no one sick at this 

time except two boys with bad r isings; and they are geting 

well 
Most r espectfully 

Tho . Henderson 

(OIA: s chool ( Choc . Academy) J70-105- 148- 163 . Senate . 1837. 
Evidently addressed to Hon . R. M. Johnson . ) 



Copy 

In addition to the r egular Rule s of the Choctaw 

Academy, the fo llowing regulations are' introduced Viz. 

1. In fut ure no holidays shall be given in this insti -

tution, except Christmafs '· Newyear ' s - day , Eas ter, 

Whitsunday, 22~g Feb_uary and 4th of July . 

2 At the annual examination a vacation of one week only 

shall b e g i ven afte the examination shall be over . 

In addition to the debating society, I would recom-

mend the organization of a Society to be formed cy 

the larger Students and afsistant teachers to meet 

Semi-Monthly f or the purpose of tak·ng into consider-

ation all matters of Self- government , duringthe hours 

of amusement, the time of vactions, and holidays; to-

gether, with every other matter which shall have a 

tendency to pr omote their o\vn hapi nefs , facilitate 

their Studies , and advance t he principles of civil-

!zed life · 

4 The students who are St udying Astronomy, Surveying & 

Book-keeping Shall meet in the front r oom at the 

house of the Sup~ every night during the winte r, and 

spend two hours in r eviewing the Studi s of the day 

under the immediate i nspect ion of the Sup~ except 

the wednesday Night of every alternate week , each 

one shall produce a letter composed by himself ad-

drefs~ to some friend or relative i n his own nation 
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lhich letter sha l l answer as a subject of composi-

tion, and shall be inspected by the Sup~ and at the 

end of every three months a premium shall be awarded 

to the best performer . 

5 The afsistant teachers at the end of every month will 

furnish the Sup~ with a list of the names , tribe and 

progrefs of each Student who is not capable of wri t-

ing letters; for the purpose of communicating their 

condition to their respective agents . 

6 It is also required that each afsistant teacher 

shall cause every Student who can write , to spend a 

part of every alternate wednesday in writing a let-

ter to some friend in his nation which shall be cor-

rect ed by the teacher, copied by the Student and pre-

sented to the Sup~ & as in the other case the best 

performer shall receive a premium . 

Tho Henderson Supt 

(OIA: School(Choctaw Academy) J70-105-148-163. Senate . 1837. 
J-163.) 
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Choct. Acady Ky 

2 l~t Dec 1837 

In answer to yours of the 8th and g~h Inst you will 

please to say to Mr Harris that at least three or four Cher -

okee boys may be sent home next summer . 

On the sub ject of the Omaha boys you will please inform 

the Dep~ that they will not be prepard to be useful to their 

people short of 18 months or two years one of these boys 
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was permitted to work in the Smith shop , who continued until 

he could do good work, but during last fall his health became 

bad and the Doctor advised me to take him from the shop and 

put him to review his learning in school , which I did ; and 

shall continue him in school ~t~± until his health wil l 
in 

justify puting him again~the shop to complete the trade . 

The other boy is learning the tailoring trade , when he 

completes that, and reviews his s t udies sufficiently; they 

may be sent home and be very us eful to their people 

Most respectfully 

Your Most Obt Servt 

Col. Rich~ M Johnson Tho Henderson 

Washington City 

(OIA: School File Jl66-167-170. Choctav; Academy . Senate . 
1838. J-167.) 



Choct Acady Ky 

22nd Dec 1837 

I would beg l eave to communi cate through you to Mr 

Harris the propriety of introducing in addition to the work 

shops, a System calculated to instr~ct the youths of this 

institution in the businefs of .agriculture upon a small 

scale. 

This could be done by proper management , without any 

material interuption to their regular Stu~ies ; and doubt -

lefs would be an important acquisition to every student 

destined to shed the light of civilized life among the in-

dians -- What will an edu cation avail them in their pres-

ent uncultivat ed condition without some knowledge of culti -

vating the soil? - this subject I have frequently mentioned 

to you in our private conversations on the i mprovement of the 

Indians, 

I think if you would get Mr Harris who appears to be a 

most excellent practical man to take some interest in the 
h ave a 

promotion of this plan, that it would a Amost salutary in-

fluence and r esult in much benefit to the respective tribes. 

When I can l earn Mr Harris' views on this subject I will 

then take the liberty of giving mine fully . 

Most resp ectfully 

Tho Henderson 
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Quarterly Report showing the condition of the Choctaw 

Academy Scott County Kentucky on the 3l~t December 1837 . 

The condit ion of this institution in many respects 

has been i mproved during the last quarter - the regula -

tion for the comfort and convenience of the Sick , under 

the direction of Doctor Benedict is admirably calculated 

to ensure the best succefs in effecting the most Speedy 

recovery from disease . 

We hav e had Some Sicknefs , and one death in the insti -

tution durin the l ast quarter; and although we have a few 

slight cases on the Sick list at this time, the general 

health of the students has been remarkably good . On the 

Subject of health and cases of Sicknefs I beg leave to re-

fer to the report of Dr Benedict herewith . 

As to the moral condition of the institution, I flatter 

myself, that it is much improved for the better , from the 

fact, of having had so few cases of immorality before the 

school during the past quarter . 

A religious , or moral l e cture, is delivered to the 

Students r egularly every Sabbath; and preaching during the 

week once a moth -- The mental i mprovement is under flat-

tering and v ery encourageing prospects - the School con-

venes a t a v ery early hour; the teachers attentive , rigid 

and efficient 

The rulesof the institution are promptly enforced and 

discip line rigidly and kindly obs erved 



The Suppli e s f o r bo arding , clothing , medical attend-

ance Stationary, Books &c are amp le an d abundant and of 

the most Substantial kind 

Th e wo rksh op s a r e in be tter condition than at Some 

former p e riod; and they admit of further i mprovement , by 

extending t he autho r ityof the Dept , requireing the b oys 

who enter a Shop t o remain there unt il they b e come masters 

of the trade 

Th e introduc t i on of l etter wri ting , may be produc tive 

of muc h good , and r ende r great Satisfa ction to the parents 

o f the children seperated from them at s o g r eat d i s t an c e 

Mi nute details of facts and every necefs ary information 

is given monthl y by the Sup~ to the parents of Such chil -

dren as are not able to write f o r themselves , through the 

agents o f the r espectiv e tribes . 

All o f whi ch i s respe ctfu lly Submitted 

I have the honor 

to be your Obt Ser vt 

Tho Hen der s on Sup 

(OIA: School File Jl7 4 -177 . ( Choctav Ac ademy) Senate . 183 . 
J-174.) 



To the bo ar d of i nspe ctor s of the Choctaw Academy , The under-

signed , physician to said institution r espectfully reports . 

That during the quarter ending Dec . 31st 1837 there 

have been t h i rty four c ases reported for medical aid _ To 

wit, 

Fever 22 - severe - 8 , mild - 14 
Enlar ged Sp l een 1 

Scrof ulous white swelling 1 still under treatment 

Pleurisy -- 3 - severe - 2 --

-

One c as e , convales cent from a most violent attack , now 

u n der treat ment . 

The r es i due co lds & local inflammat ions &c . 

Di ed of Tu~rcular consumption November 30 Robert ·A. 

M9Cabe , The only death unde r the treatment of the present 

incumbent sin ce 12th Apri l . 

The ca s e of Dr A. Nai l, i s again pr~sented to the consid-

er ation of t his bo ard . His merits have , th s far , equalled 

those of any you t h known to the undersigned; and his pecuniar 

n eeds f or books , appear to be the only limit to his profi-

c iency ~ He i s i n present need of Doan ' s Manual of Anatomy 

Doan ' s Surgery Illustrated , Coats ' s Botany and Materia 

Medi ca , and Howard ' s I mproved Botanic Practice , Costin i n 

a ll abou t f orty Dol lar s --

All of whi ch is r espect fu lly su bmitted 

Horace T. N. Benedict 

J anY. 1st 1838 -

( OIA : School File . Jl74- i 77 . ( Cho ctaw cademy) Senat e . 
1838 . J - 174 . ) 



Senate Chamber, 

J an . 27, 1838 

My Dear Sir, 

I have re c~ yours a l lowing the purchase of the 

Books for Doctr Nai l ~ I ndian you t h at Choctaw Academy f or 

which I thank you. - as I h ave not the report of Doctr 

Benedict pleas e s end me a l ist of the Books whi ch he recom-

mends & obli ge 

Rh M Johnson 

N.B. ent er the Books on your own l etter enclosed & enclose 
' it to me whi ch i s suff icient 

R M J 

C. A. Harris Eq 

(OIA: School Fi l e Jl74-177. ( Choctaw Academy) Senate 
1838. J-177.) 
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I will ask the favour of givin to Doctr Nail a 

Choctaw the Books he des ires as a r efard f or his 

services as recommended by Doctr Benedict 

respe ct.fully 

Rh: M Johnson 

13t h J an . 1838 

(OIA: School File Jl74-177 . (Choctaw Academy) 1838. 
Senate. J-174 . Addressed to C. A. Harris , Comr . Indian 
Affairs.) 
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Cincinnati March 28 1838 

Sir, 

I have just read Mr Cornel~us Roger's application 

to you for a pasport, I eaR do certify that Mr Rogers is 

a citizen of the United States & that his object is, as 

stated in his request. 

Respectfully yours 

Geo. L. Weed Ast. SecY For~ 

Mission s.v.M. 

To Joel R. Poinsett 

sec. of War 

Washington 

(OIA: School FileR 229. Cincinnati . 1838 . ) 



Cincinnati. March 28. 1838. 

Sir 

It is my desire to pats through the Indian country 

to the Columbia River in company with the Mifsionaries of 

the Am. Board as an atsistant and Teacher. 

For this purpose, I wish to obtain from your de-

partment the pafsports required by law - Will you have 

the kindne.t.s to forward 1 t to me at Independence, Mifsouri; 

so that I may receive it before the first of May, as that 

is the time appointed for departure with the Am . Fur 

Company. 

Joel R Poinsett 

Seoy of War 

Washington 

D. C. 

Your Obt servt 

Cornelius Rogers 

(OIA: School File R229. O~ncinnati . 1838.) 
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Report Showing the condit ion of the Choctaw Academy in Scott 

County Kentucky on the 1st April 1838 

. 
The present condit i on of the instituti on , and the pro -

refs now making by the studehts, ar e fully as prosperous 

as at any f ormer period .-- and although during the past 

quarter, we hav e had some difficulties to settle among the 

students, yet, a t this time , the most perfect Submission , 

and contentment Seem to exist 

Our chi ef difficulty in this insti tution, has arisen 

in a good degree , fr?m having young men too far advanced in 

life, when they first enter the school -- Vfhen the Indian 

character is f ormed , and the habit s , customs , and the r ovin 

disposition settled, the ca lculation of doing much good need 

not be hoped f or. 

Vhen the uncultivated Indian has pafs~ his 18 or 2oth 

year of age, he cannot stand clo se confinement , nor , Nill 

he readily, submit , t o riged government ., wh _ch has necef-

sarily to be en f orced -- They too soon become dissatisfied 

and before they are able to appreciate any of the adv anta es 

of an education, get restlefs, and want to return home . At 

this time unfortunate ly this school consists of a porti on 

of student s of that de scription . 

The most ri gid discipline has t o be enf orced in order 

to sustain that obedience and submission, which have here-

·tofore characterized the institut ion -- I v·ould therefore, 

respectfully suggest to the Dep~, the propriety of instruct-
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ing the Ind ian agents in making future seleetions , of youths 

for this school, not to send any one over 15 or 1 6 years o f 

age The most sui table age to become useful is , from 10 

to 15; beyond that age , unlefs it should be to complete an 

unfinished education but li ttle good need be hoped f or. or 

expected. 

The schqo l . is now well organized and under good discip-

line, furnished with efficient teachers , who d i s cha rge the 

duties of their respective sta t ions faithfully 

The sprin and Summer clothing o f a neat and ood qual -

ity has just been given out - the boarding lodgings & iedical 

departments have been ample and Satisfactory . 

The Shops though not in as good cond ition as c ould be 

wished; yet they have been , much i mproved recently , by having 

each Shop n early fill~ with a sufficient number of boys to 

be proffitably employed . 

The general health of the Students is go od havin at 

this time but v ery few on the si ck list and they a r e i mprov-

ing and will be in a ~ay or t wo ee able to be in schoo l 

All o f whi ch is most r e s pe ct fully submitted 

Tho Henderson Sup 

Choct . Ac ady . 

(OIA: School File J-208. Academy, Johnson , A. & 3 o thers .) 
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To the Bo~rd of Governmen t Ins pectors of the Choctaw 

Academy , The undersi gned in making h i s fourth quarterly 's 

and first annual report , has the pleasure to annouce, that 

the health o f the institution is , a t this j uncture , in gen-

eral, good. 

During the quarter end ng April 2d 1838 there have been 

twenty one rep ort ed for medica l treatment, a s foll ows , 

To wit -- Fever seven -- Sev ere 3 - Mild 4 - Total - 7 -

Pleurisy t wo do - l - do l - - 2 

Dis ~sed s p l een one -- Conva lescent , under treatment . 

Diarhoea. two -

Scald head one 

b oth severe - recover ed -

- do -

To t al 13 -

The remainin 8 were wounds , contusions &c . &c -

With pleasur e unfeigned , and a gratified hear t to Hi m 

who ruleth all things well, the announc ement is made that 

we have lo st no c se of a cute d isea se dur n g the ye a r , an 

that we have lost only one c ase or a chronic character, 

whi ch was a well developed c a se of Tubercul a r Consumption. 

All of which is r espectfully submitt ed . 

Hora ce T. N. Ben edict. 

I would a lso beg leave to state that the assiduous at-

tention, and the skilful administrat ion of Dr A. Nail has 

contributed much, v ery much, to the succefs of our Botanic 

remedies, (for we us e no others) and that he continues to 

merit the confidence of his principal, and the fostering 



care and prote c t ion of the War dep artment . His equ al f or 

probity, sobri ety, as siduous appl i cat ion to his duti es , 

and increasing s kill i n the curative art , we h ave s e l dom, 

if ever, witnefs ed 

r espect f ully H. T. N. Benedict 

(OIA: School Fi le J208 . Academy . Johns on , A. & 3 other s . ) 
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C A Harris Esqr 

Com~ In~ Affairs 

Sir 

Choctaw Agency, West 

June 27th 1838 

Previous to leaving Washington I was directed by 

the Department, as early as pofs i ble to send on a number 

of Choctaw, Creek , Cherokee and others indian boys, to 

the Academy i n Kentucky, I find that owing to the Small 

pox being through the Country , it will not be practicable 

for me to send the boys before fall, Indeed it would be 

imprudent to do so , even could I get them, I shall go .on 

to make the necefsary arrangements to have the requisite 

number ready by the first rise of the water in the fall say . 

not later than November. I regret exceedingly that I cannot 

fulfil the wishes of t he Department, but it is now so late 

in the season, and the small pox amongst the Choctaws 

Chickasaws and Creeks. I hope it will be comsidered a 

sufficient reason for postponing, the sending of the boys on 

Respectfully 

Yr , Mo, obt , Sevt, 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt . W. T. 

(OIA: School ( Vestern Supt 'y ) File A402 - 490 . Choctaw 
Agency. 1838. A-402.) 
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Pushmataha Dist, July 19th 1838 

Capt. W~ Armstrong 

Agent for the Choctaw Nation 

Dear Sir 

Below I proceed to give my school report up 

to the first of July 

The U, S, district school which I have given for dis-

tinction the name of Bennett , is located 4 miles north of 

~ed River 8 miles west from Providence; and about the same 

distance from Goodwater Station, .on a bluf'f 40 feet above 

the level of a creek called Standing hiteoak In the bed 

of this creek , recently has been found a never failing spring 

of very cold water strongly tinctured w~th iron, The land 

here may be considered good second rate producing 30 to 40 
of corn · 

bushels"' per acre' · the growth of timber is red white and 

black oak, hickory, dogwo.od and elm 

As yet there has been no dwelling house built at this 

station, and the teacher is compelled to make use of the 

school house for a dwelling and teach in a cabin belonging 

to an indian, who kindly lent it for a short time that . the 

school might go into operation, but is now very anxious 

to ocupy it himself, 
There has· been i n the school since- it commenced 

27 scholars - 17 boys and 10 girls, - 12 boys and five 

girls have attended tolerably well, The average number 

for each teaching day has be en 12 - When the school com-

menced there was but one who knew all the alphabet, 



There are now, reading i n the Testament 1 , - Spelling in 

trisyllables 6, in difsillables 7 in monasyllables 3 , _ 

One boy who did not know a letter is nearly ready to put 

to reading 

The school has labored under many disadvantages 

common to a commencement among a rude and uncultivated 

people, some circumstances peculiarly discouraging have 

attended this effort , especially the lack of provision 

and clothing among the indians and the evile effects of 

...... 9 ' j I) '" 

the use of whiskey, not long since an indian while drunk made an 

attempt at the life of the teacher, but manifested great sorrow 

when sober 

I now hope the worst of the difficulties have been 

surmounted, and from the recent good attention of the 

scholars, and the pacific disposition of the parents, 

an disposed to believe that the school will prosper 

Our greatest want at present is a good house to 

teach in and a . supply of books 

The ability of the children to learn is equal to 

that of white children and requ res only the fostering 

hand of science to develop theirmental capacity - All 

of which is respectfully submitted -
Cha~ G. Hatch U. S. dis t. S . T.-

P.S. I thought it unnecefsary to state the time the 

school commenced as that has been already noticed in my 



previous letter, As I have not received any instruction 

how I should particularly make out my report , I have f ol-

lowed the dictate of my own judgment 

Yours very respectfully 

Chafl G. Hatch 

(OIA: School ( estern upt ' y) File A402-490 . Choctaw 
Agency. 1838 . A- 490 . ) 
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To 

Capt wm Armstrong 

Rat t l esnake Spr i ngs 

Oakl afaleah distr i ct 

July 19th 1838 

Supt, Ind , Affs . West 

Sir 

In compliance wi th my duties I transmit to you a re-

port of the School under my care , I am tru~y sorry that I 

cannot present you such a r eport , of the improvement of the 

peopl e and Children, as I had fondly hoped from the pleasing 

prospe cts_ which pr e s ented themselves on my arrival in the 

district, Every thing t hen appeared to be on the forward 

march, The f ields, the s tock and every thing looked pros-

perous; and the people appeared extremely anxious to im-

prove; But Sir , there has a sad change taken place , The 

people appea r to have1ost all energy their fields are but 

poorly attended , thei r s t ocks of hogs have died and very 

little care i s now taken about any thing; drinking is car-

ried on t o great excef s , the little property that they have 

(unlefs some very ener getic means are used , ) will soon be 
a 

destroyed, or sold for wh i skey much has alr~dy been dis-

posed of in that way -

The s chool has be en ver y poor ly attended , the Chil-

dren have thei r own way at home , and t hey at tend just as 

they please; They a r e however, i mproving slowly , but I 

fear that school s in t he nat i on are of ve r y littl e value, 

I believe that if t he money that i s now expending for 



school s i n the nation , was applied to sending the children 

to different s chools in the States, the benefit to the 

chi l d ren and nation would be greatly enhansed. The advan-

tages of the country are truly great, and if the Choctaws 

would improve their present opportunities, they would soon 

become a prosprous and wealthy people, There is but a 

poor s uppl y of corn raising this season, I believe no 

cott on will be raised this year, The salt wo1~ks are not 

in ope r ation this season . I have not learned of any mines . 

&C. 

As I suppose the department wis es matters of fact 

I submit my report as such, which will be corroborated by 

report from some of the other teachers ,. I do not write 

the s e things of all, for there are many Christians and in-

tell igent full bloods and half breeds, that look at the 

threatening destruction of their tribe with pain . and 
done 

anxiety. Much has been Aby the intelligent part of the 

nation to keep the people together in sentiment and improve-

ment, but such measures have been taken by those in author-

ity, that t he i ntell i gent part are without influence 

Yours Verry respectfully 

H. G. Rind 

(OIA: · School (Western ~upt ' y) File A402- 490 . Choc t aw 
Agency. 1838. A- 490 . ) 
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Sha.wnoe Town 
st July 21 - 1838 . 

Dear Sir, 

It becomes my duty to report to you as Agent for the 

Choctaws the condition of the societies in this nation attached 

to the Methodist Episcopal Church -

This is my 2D year in this nation; & as a. missionary I 

would just say that the prospects of this dis~ (i e . Red River 

dis~) are being overcast by a gloomy cloud -

The quantity of ardent sold to the Choctaws is indeed 

astonishing & unless a to is put to it certain ruin must 

ensue to most of the ful l blood Choctaws -

We number in society about 800 members who are con-

sider ed pious - one school for females with 14 scholars - one 

for males attendance irregular - The Christian portion of 

this di st have flourishing crops of corn & will have a con-

siderable amt for sale -

Yours most respectfully -

J. W. P. M.Kinzie 

(OIA: School {Western upt'y) A402-490 . Chaeta Agency . 
1838. A- 490. Letter addressed Do Capt . Wm. Armstrong . ) 



Cl ear Creek Choctaw Nation 

22nd July 1838 

Sir 

I n compliance of your instructions to me of last 

year. I undertake to make my anual report for the school 

under my charge my school is small. at no time ex-
d 

ceeJnd Sixteen schollars . and for the last two months only 

from f our to six , four of that numbe that have attended 

regular have advanced in reading Writing and Arithmatic as 

fast a s the generality of ihite children, the ballance 

have progrefsed in proport ion to their attendance, in 

Splling reading and writing, their dispositions are mild 

and tractable , and could with a regular attendance become 

use ful to the nation , my achollars all speak english I 

had fl attered myself that I should be able t o make a 

more f a vorable report , and it must be attributed to the 

indulgent di sposition of the parents i n not enforcing 

tha t r egular attendance necefsary to procure an educa-

tion. I can say but little on the f ace of the country 

more than i n my last years repo t. Crops of corn will 

be s hor t of last year one fourth, by drouth 

Respectfully Yours 

Capt W~. Armstrong John T W Lewis 

( OI A: School ( vestern Supt ' y) File A402-490 . Choc t aw Agency . 
1838. A-490.) 

4J3 



Good Water July 23d 1838 -
Capt ~ w Armstrong 

s~P~ of Indian Affairs. 

Agency, Akks. -

Dear Sir 

In offering my report of this School for the 

past year, I would state· that we have had in all forty eight 

Scholars. Nearly one third of these were only transient 

attendants. - When Mr Hatch commenced his school, four of our 

regular scholars who were boarded here, returned to their 

homes & attended his school . - Our average number for the 

last six months hae been 

In Arithmetic 

Reading in Testament & spelling 

In riting 

" Easy reading 

" Words of 3 syllables -

" Four or 6 letters -

20 . -

5 . -

10 ~ -

10. -

8 . -

10. -

3 . -

We have thought best to require our scholars in the 

first place to acqui re a tolerably thorough knowledge of 

spelling before they attempt to memorize. e have not 

therefore till within a short time required any lefsons 

save reading, spelling and writing . -

If it was proper for me to exprefs an opinion, I 

would say there has been improvement, both in letters and 

manners. Some in the first Clafs have not mifsed a word 
been 

in spelling for a week together & that Clafs have~twice 
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through Websters Spelling Book . - In disposition they are 

docile & obedient . - Toward each other kind & affectionate. 

There has been but ohe case of disipline since the school 

commenced . - And I do not know of a single quarrel . - In 
to 

regard t heir capability of receiv ing an education, I see 

no insurmountable obstacles . ¥vith the advantages they 

have had , their improvement has been equal to any other 

childr en. - And if they had parents or friends to help 

them ou t of school we should see much more rapid improve-

ment. -

40~ . 

In regard to the "Face of the country, Soil , Timber~ Mines, 

Salt Spri ngs" &c . I presume you would not want any further 

informat i on . - In regard to industry, I think in this 1m-
in 

mediate neighborhood there has been lefs than former years. -

Twelve young men mostly from this vicinity left about two 

months since to join the Spanish Army . - Another unhappy 

event took place some time since on the opposite side of 

the River i n which a white man & an indian lost their 

lives. - This circumstance seems to have left a settled 

hatred on the minds of the people in thi s vicinity towards 

the Texians . -
Anot her cause of no little exci tement wa s the murder 

of an old Woman who was called a witch . - This was done by 

the Six Towns. - The tri al of the murderers has been pos -

poned. - And add t o all the other incidents the extreme 

dry wether & the prospect fo r another year is truly melan-

choly. - These & other causes have taken up much time & 



attention which might have been devoted to more useful pur-

poses. - The introduction of Whisky of late has nearly put 

a stop to evrything that is desireable or useful . And I 

am of opinion i f there cannot be some measures adopted to 

stop i t we shall have to stop all our schools. - Children 

cannot be induced to attend school without food or cloth-

1ng, & they will soon be destitute of both. -

I hope the above report will be satisfactory, 1r 

not I would thank you for any suggestions. -

I am respectfully 

Your humbt Servt. 

Ebenezer Hotchkin 

(OIA: School (Western Supt 1y) File A402-490. Choctaw 
Agency. 1838 . A- 490 •. ) 
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Copy 

Sir 

Shawnee Town Choctaw Nation 

July 25th 1838 

Agreeable to your instructions I herewith transmit 

the following Report. viz. This school commenced two years 

and nine months since, My present number of scholars is 

15. Seven of the boys are not regular attenants as they 

live at some distance from the school, it is not convenient 

for them to attend as regular at all times of the year as 

those who live in this settlement. 

I have 8. regular scholars, 7 of the 15 read fluent-

ly and write a very good hand, One spells in three sylables, 

seven of the fifteen has lately commenced, Their disposi-

tions mild and cheerful, their intellectual powers good 

and I think if rightly cultivated that they will be an 

honor to the nation 

The inteligent part of the people are very anxious 

to have their hildren inst~ucted in the English language 

and a few of the full bloods, but the major part of the 

full bloods care but very little about the education of 

their children, The people are quite industrious, there 

are but few who will not raise corn enough for their own 

consumption, and a number will raise to sell, Owing to 

the late frost there will be but very little cotton raised 

this year We have raised a small quantity of Wheat Rye and 

Oats, I am quit feeble with the billious fever 

I remain your Mo Obt Sevt 

Capt. wm Armstrong (Signed) Moses Perry 
(OIA: School (Western Supt 1 y) File A 402-490. Choctaw A~ency. 
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Pushmataha District July 26th 1838 

Capt wm Armstrong 

Actg Supt, , T , 

Sir 

Agreable to your i nstructions I herewith submit the 

report of the school under my charge for the year 1838 

The Indi ans the past year have been very indiferent 

on the subj ect of education . Last fall I succeeded in ob-

taining a young lady to take charge of a female school 

(supported partly by the Baptist Board of Mifsions & part-

ly by myself) hoping that it wou d be an inducement for 

the Indians to send their girls to school where they would 

i n addition to letters be taught needle work &c; but they 

manifest as little desire for the improvement of the female 

as male children. 

My school consists of Twenty Six schollars 

Reading,writing, Geography & arithmetic 7 

Spelling, reading, & writing 13 

Alphabet & monosyllables 6 26 

The female school under the 

Taylor nine 

Reading writing & Geography 

Spelling 

Alphabet 

charge of Mifs L , H, 

1 

6 

2 

By comparing this with my report of last year you 

will find a decrease of thirteen boys & an increase of 

six girls . 
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Could a school upon a manual labour system be 

established in some central part of the nation , where i n 

addition t o letters t he mechan ic arts would be taught : & 

then, a f ter having acqui red an education & trade induce-

ments we re placed be f ore them by the Government or the i r 

nation to prosecute them the most beneficial re sults would 

no doubt follow. The little apparent benefit result i ng 

from education ·is a great stumbling block to the rising 

generat ion 

The f ree use of ardent spirits is a great hindrance 

to the ir impr ovement . I think I may safely affi~ that 

three times the quantity has been consumed the past year 

than at any subsequent peri od since I have been in the na-

tion. It is carrying d i seas e & death i n its train; & un-

lefs measures a re taken by the Indians as well as the 

Unit ed States, the mos t di sastrous results will follow 

The capacities of the chi ldren are certainly equal 

to the whites Parental neglect i s one of the greatest ob-

stacles the teacher ha s to encounte r . 

This section of country pre sents a variega ted sur-

race & a va riety of s oil, f r om t he rich loom, t o t he bar-

ren upland . Much of t he upland weYl8 is good & abundant-

ly rewards t he cultivat or for his labor 

The amount cultivated in this district is about 

6000 acres including the emigrant Chickasaws 

The produce i s Corn , Pompions, Beans , Peas , Mellon& 

& a small quantity of Wheat & Cotton 

The probabl e amount of corn raised is Twenty thous-
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and bushels, which will scarcely be sufficient for consump-

tion. But a small quantity of the other products are 

raised 

The timber Black, white & red oak , black & white 

walnut, ash hackberry, hickory, Sycamore, Pine, white 

maple, dogwood , Pecan Ironwood 

There are no indications of mineral within my know-

ledge 

Salt springs are abundant & might be made very pro-

ductive if well worked . Two of them are worked at this time, 

one by a whi te man which is very productive; the other by a 

half br eed which has not been as much so. I am not able to 

state t he amount made 

There are about two hundred Slaves in this district 

There are no mills & rater power is very scarce 

All of whi ch i s r espectfully submitted 

by Your Obdt Srvt 

Ramsey D Potts 

U, S, Teacher Pushamataha, D, 

(OIA: School (We ste rn Supt'y ) File A402-490. Choctaw 
Agency. 1838. A-490.) 
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1838. 

School ( , estern Supt 'y ) File A402-490. 
A-490.) 

Choctaw Agency . 

Greenfield Aug . 9. 1838 -

Capt. W. Armstrong 

Act. Supt. West~ Te r ¥ 

1 - - -

Honorable Sir: 

The following is the report of the 

School at Lukfata 

Mifs E. Colough Teacher 

Term of tuition - 9 months & 3 weeks -

411, 

No of Males 27 - Females 14. 

Full Choctaws 22 - Mixed 19 -

hole No . 41 - Average No .l9 . 

Reading in Eng - 31 - Choctaw 28 - Vriting 22 -

Geography 4 - Arithmetic none -

Improvement good -

Contributed for the Suppor·t of the School - $12-oo 

Due by Subscription to be paid out of their 

annuity - 23-oo= 35-oo 

2 - - - School at Bok Tuklo 7~ miles N- . of Lukfata -

Mrs Wood - Teacher -

Term of tuition 5 months - No . of Males 15 - Females 

12 - Whole No. 27 -

Average No 18 - Full Choctaws 17 - Mixed 10 -

Reading in Eng . 19 - Choctaw 13 - ~.rriting 7 -

Geography 1 - Arithmetic none - Improvement good -

contributed toward expenses of the School $35.- 00 -

The Church-- (residing principally 

at Bok Tuklo.) 

Added by profefsion 1 - Certificate 1 -



Excommunicated· 1 - Dismifsed by letter ·1 -

Dece ased 2- Present No - 20 -

Attendanc e at public worship -

At Lukfata from 10 to 30 -

At Bok Tuklo from 30 to 100 -

Temperance -

There has not been much whiskey brought into either 

settlement - A Temperance Society was organized in May, 

which now numbers about 50 members -

Industrz -

There is still a great want of industry - Generally 

corn was planted too late , and many neglected their fields 

to attend ball plays - Some field promise a pretty good 

crop - A f ew will have a little corn to sell - One man 

raised 25 or 30 bushels of wheat - Several talk of sowing 

whea t next autumn -

There was some cot ton raised last year , but none 

planted thi s s ea s on - Por k & Beef are very scarce -

The peopl e gene r ally ar e better clothed , than they 

were two years ago. 

There is a Salt spri ng a t Bok Tuklo , - but no salt 

made there-

There is no mill in t his vicini t y - but there is one 

. sood water power, and some p r os pect of a mill being built _ 

No mine has yet been di scovered -

Respectfully - Yr. Obt. Servt . 

Joel 'ood -
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(Copy) 

Pine Ri dge August loth 1838 

Capt William Armst r ong 

Superintend ent In~ Affrs West 

Sir 

Your favor of 3oth July has come to hand . My report 

this year will be v ery brief . I have labored principally 

in the neighbourhood of Fort Towson . I cannot report any-

thing f avorabl e i n regard to the state of morals or reli -

gion, at For t To son the at t endance on preaching is pretty 

good, In the neighbourhood t here are much drinking and 

Sabbath breaking , t wo evils which usually go together 

Four only have been added to the church under my 

charge s nee the las t report , fuole number in church 20 . 

The s choo'l at this pl ace t aught by Nifs Burnham has 

been small and the attendance of many of the scholars very 

irregular . 
fuol e number of Scholar s. 20 

Avarage att endance 

Males 11 Females 9 -

All are t aught in English 

16 can read 12 wri ght 

8 

several have attended to Arithmitic (the simple r ules) and 

a few to the elements of Geography , I mprovement good in 

those who attend regul arly . 

Mifs Burnham is absent or I could give a more partic-

ular account of the school, 

Respecting the face of the Count ry , soil , production , 

&C· I have nothing to add to the r eport of last ye~r . 
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I have a brief Report from Mr ~ood and as his Re-

port may not reach you in time I will give an extract 

from it 

Two have been added to the Church 

Vhole number 20. 

School at Luck , fa , ta. 

Mifs Eurice Clough teacher 

Taught 40 ~eeks 

Males 27 . Females 14 whole number 41 -

Avarage attendance 19 . 

Full Choctaws 22 Mixed do 19. 

31 Read in English - 10 in Choctaw only 

18 In both languages 

22 Write 4 have attended a little to Geography 

improvement generally good 

The people besides aiding in building the school house 

have contributed 12$ towards the support of the school and 

have subsc ribed 21$ not yet paid 

School at Bok tuck lo 

Mrs ".~!ood teacher taught five months 

Males 15 Females 12 whole No 27 . 

Avarage attendance 18 . 

Full Choctaws 17 Mixed do . 10 . 

Read in english 19. in Choctaw 13 . 

7. wrote 1 in Geography . 

Improvement good 

The people have contribut ed to the support of the 
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school 20$ to complete the house 14$ 

Mr Wood has a temperance Society of 56. members mostly 

Choctaws. 

Industry is increasing fields have been enlarged and 

houses improved 

The Sabbath is well observed by the Church members 

Family government is gradually improving 

Female influence is rising , domestic duties better 

understood and better performed . Education is more valued 

Respectfully 

Yr Mo ob Servt 

(signed) C. Kingsberr 

(OIA: School ( Vestern Supt'y) File A402-490 . Choctaw 
Agency. 1838. A-490.) 
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Dwight 16~~ Aug . 1838 . 

Cap~ W. Armstrong, 

Actg Sup~ J . T. Ch . Agency 

Sir . 

I have the honor to submit the following statement 

in compliance with the request contain d in your favor of 

the 14th current. 

The whole number of pupils belonging to the school dur-
57 males & 56 females 

ing the past year was one hundred & thirteen. ~ The average at -

tendance through the year not far from eighty five . The 

school is divided into male & female departments. The 

schools are kept in separate houses . A gentleman has had 

the care & instruction of the males . The females are un-

der the tuition of two ladies . 

The male school consisted of four clafses , the stud-

ies as follo ws . 

1~~ Clafs . Contained eight pupils. Studies reading, 

spelling, writing, geography, grammar, arithmetic & book 

keeping. 

2~ Clafs. Contai ned ten pupils . Studies, reading, 

spelling, writing, geography & arithmetic . 

3~ Clafs. Contained 8 pupils . Studies, reading, 

spelling, writing & arithmetic. 

4~~ Clafs. Contained the remainder of the pupils. 

Studies various. Some read with some ease, & studied 

arithmetic, others could only spell & some did little 

more than get the alphabet & the sound of the letters . 

The female school consisted of five clafses. 
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1~~ Clafs contained six pupils . Studies reading , 

writing, arithmetic geography, grammar , history & compo-

sition. 

2Q Clafs contained ten pupils . Studies reading , 

spelling, writing, arithmetic & geography . 

3~ Clafs contained eight pupils . Studies reading, 

spelling, writing, arithmetic & geography . 

4~~ Clafs contained eight pupils. Studies reading, 

spelling, & arithmetic. 

5~~ Clafs contained the remainder of the pupils. Five 

could read & spell with a good deal of fluency. The rest 

learned the alphabet & began to spell . 

Different kinds of reading books & different systems 

of arithmetic & geography were used in both divisions of the 

school suited to the advancement of the pupils . Much pains 

is taken to learn the children to speak the English language 
male 

with ease & accuracy. Most of the pupils are also taught to 

read the native language. Both divisions of the schools have 

been regularly instructed in sacred music . Several hours 

of each day are devoted to manual labor; - by the boys to 

agriculture, by the girls to sewing, knitting, spinning, 

carding & domestic labors. The improvement made by the pupils 

has been most gratifying in every branch to which they have 

attended. These youths now afford a very fair promise of 

usetulnefs to tbeir people. 
A school has been kept up at Fairfield under the sup-

erintendance of Doct. Palmer. The average number of pupils 

; ( 
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has been about twenty . five . A gratifying improvement has 

been made by the pupils at both those schools , but I am 

not sufficiently acquainted to give the details . 

( OIA: 
1838/ 

Very Respectfully , 

Your ob~ Serv~ 

Cepha's Washburn . 

School (Wester n ~upt ' y1 FileA402-490 . 
A- 490 . ) 

Choctaw Agency . 
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Eagletown Augt . 24, 1838, (Choctaws) 

Cap~ William Armstrong 

Act. Supt • . est~ Ter . Y.-

Sir 

About one year since, I wrote you in reply to your 

communication, bearing date June 26~h 1837 . -

And as an annual communication was requested . I feel 

a pleasure in once more attempting to write you . -

At the present time , there are no schools under my 

particular care . - There is one near me , which has been 

taught by Mr Abner D. Jones , a teacher who was sent here 

& who is employed by the American Board of Mifsions . - I 

have often visited his school . - During the winter the 

average number of scholars in attendance was twelve , but 

during the summer it was twenty. He had a larger number 

of scholars enrolled. But they were irregular, in attend-

ing school . 
They were taught to read Choctaw in a Choctaw spell-

ing book, & Testament & such other books, as are printed 

in that language, And the more advanced scholars were 

taught to read & speak English . & to write . A few at tended 

Arithmetic, nearly all are pure blooded Choctaws, & unders tand 

the English language but to a limited extent . - Their con-

duct, disposition & capacity are all good . - Certainly as 

much so as is usual in common English district schools. -

But in one respect they fail. They are too fickle in re-

gard to attending school punctually & regularly. -

In the church under my care, there are now ninety 



members, Some have removed about 70 or 90 miles Vest. 

Where some of them have been organized into a church under 

Revg C. Kingsbury's care . The attention of those who still 
me 

reside near ~to the ordinances of the gospel , is quite uni -

form & encouraging. 

This portion of the Choctaw Nation is well watered 

& ferti le . It abounds in excellent springs of water , & in 

oak & pine timber . 

I am unacquainted with any mines . - It is commonly 

reported that there are salt springs . One was worked more 

than a year since by Col . David Folsom . But for some months 

little or noth~ng has been done - Wh€ther the works are 

badly constructed or whether the water is weak . I am unable 

to info rm you. - But I apprehend that a man of skill, could 

make valuable improvements at these salt works . -

It is not in my power to report any advance in agri-

culture among the Choctaws generally on Mountain Fork - Many 

of them are industrious & raise corn to sell - Others are idle 

& intemperate . But few enlargements have been made to their 

fields, while many large corners grow up to weeds , grafs, 

& bushes. - The crop last year was sufficient to meet the 

wants of the population . But considerable quantities were 

carried into the ~tate, & sold, as is reported , for whis-

key. - There has been a great quantity of corn this sum-

mer, The present crop is light, owing to a dr ought of 

long continuance, and to the fact that the Choctaws do 

not plough their fi elds deep, nor often enough, while 

their corn is growing. -
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Very little cotton is raised this year . -

There is an excellent mill dam on the Mountain Fork 

about two miles from Eagletown . A mill was commenced there 

last year. But I believe it has been relinquished, A Com-

petent mill wright was greatly needed, - ere this seat 

owned by some men in Tennefsee, I think there would soon 

be, at least, a grist mill , a saw mill & a cotton gin , in 

operation - The land below this seat on the river is very 

fertile for several miles . There is an abundance of Pine 

timber, near - Now it is on some accounts painful to see 

such privileges lost . -

I rum under the painful necefsity of reporting an in-

crease of intemperance, idlenefs, ball playing & Sabbath 

profanation, The Sabbath is often selected as a day for 

ball playing . - Since about the first of JanY 1837. ten 

persons within my neighborhood have died through intemper-

ance. Still, but small quantities of spirits are intro-

duced into the Nation - But when the day shall arrive, that 

spirits shall come in unrebuked & unrestrained then alas 

for the Choctaws, for schools, & churchestt -

A Temperance Society has just been formed here - & 

chiefly by captains & others, who are not profefsedly re-

ligious people - I hope & pray that the evils of drunken-

nefs may be arrested. - Our church is a temperance church. _ 

It may also be proper for me to state that with the 

aid of an Interpreter, I have translated the book of the 

Acts of the Apostles from the original Greek into Choctaw. 

And we have commenced the book of Genesis, & proceeded as 
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far as the 17th Chapter , in translating the same from 

the orig inal Hebrew into Choctaw . -

I will only suggest for your consideration the 

impor tance of having the Choctaw laws translated & pub-

lishe d in their own language , as well as in English -

I think such a measure would aid the cause of educat i on, 

besides other more di rect advantages . May the blefsing 

of Heaven rest upon your person , & all your efforts for the 

thousands of Red men , who are under your supervision -

Vith much respect I am Yours &c 

Cyrus Byington 

(OIA: Schools ( ~estern Supt ' y) File A402-490 . Choctaw 
Agency. 1838 . A- 490 . ) 
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Copy 

Sir 

Sugar Loaf Mountain 

September 1st 1838 

My s chool has had a torable number of scholars thir-

teen a t tend regularly and some eight or ten occasionally 

they are spelling and reading and a few begin to write , 

I have made it a part of my businefs to go round and try 

and induce the Choctaws to come to school, I am a Choctaw 

myself and wish to see my brothers educated , they have 

schools over the nation , and eve r y opportunity given them to 

improve the rising generation 

' 42 3 . 

The Choctaws in our section of the Country have raised 

a plenty of corn and have good stocks , a few families Weave 

and spin, Others are de s posed to drink hiskey whenever it 

can be b r ought i nto the nation, This is a great evil to 

our people, And if it were not for the Laws and the Li ght 

Horse of the nat ion l arge quantities would be Introduced 

There are no Min s in this part of the nation, stone 

coal is found in several places, there i s one grist and 

saw Mill whi ch runs only part of the year , the Country is 

sich produces Corn Beans Pumpki ns &C . Those who work have 

plenty to live on, and rai se f i ne stocks of Cattle and 

Hogs 

Capt wm Arms t rong 

Choctaw Agent 

Very respectful l y 

Yr Mo Obt Servt 

(Si gned ) Thompson McKinney 

( OIA: 
1838. 

School (Western ~upt'y ) File A402-490. Choctaw Agency. 
A-490.) 



Capt .~ Armstrong 

Choctaw Agent 

Sir 

(Copy) 

Choctaw Nation 

September ath 1838 

Agreeable to your order of August 22d 1837 . I send 

you the fo llowing report 

The number of Scholars that have attended my school 

since my last Report is 27 . The number that attend regular-

ly 15. They are learn~ng spelling reading w~iting Arithme-

tic Geography and English grammar . Their improvement is 

equal to any Children I was ever acquain~ed with, relative 

to the face of the country I can add nothing to my last 

Report. As to the production of the present year it will 

not meet the consumption, I think by one third if not more 

owing to the long drought we have had, 

Respectfully 

Yr Mo obt Servt 

(Signed0 A Allen 

(OIA: School (Western Supt 'y ) File A402-490. Choctaw 
Agency. 1838. A-490.) 
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Choctaw Agency Oct . 13th 1838 

Sir, 

It devolves upon me, as a teacher , among the Choctaw 

tribe of Indians, to give you an annual report of the 

school under my charge I therefore beg leave to submit 

the following 

At the time of my last annual report I had only 

fourteen scholars. During the past year thirty six have 

attended; though many of them have been irregular. Ei ght -

een of these are males; the rest are females. Their degrees 

of advancement are very different; from Latin and Methemat -

icks, down to the alphabet; though a majority read and 

write. 

The branches I have taught during the past year are 

the following , viz. Latin, Algebra, English Grammar, Geo-

graphy, Ari.thmetic, Wiring , reading and Spelling . 

In point or intellect, I havo been able to discover 

no difference, between the Choctaw youth and the whites in 

similar circumstances . Many things, however, operate against 

the progrefs of education among the Choctaws, and, indeed, 

Indians generally. Parents are not sufficiently strict, 

in enforcing upon their children, the necefsity or strict 

attendance, which is very necefsary in order to succefs 

in any businefs and peculiarly so in the acquisition of 

knowledge. This want of strict attendance is followed 

by a train of evil consequences. The uneducated parent 

finding that his children does not improve so fast as 

425 



as he anticipated; begins to conclude that the time spent, 

is worth more than the acquisition; and consequently, with-

draws them from school -

We, frequently, find this to be the case among the 

whites, and surely we need not be surprised if the unlettered 

Indian should act in the same way. I am fully satisfied fn)m 

obse rvation and experience, that, the boarding school system 

is much better calculated to secure . succefs, than any other 

that can be ad6pted in the Indian country, because the pupils 

are at all times under the immediate control of the teacher. 

During the last year I . have had two half breed Choctaw boys 

living with me; and their progrefs was much more rapid, than 

that of those who came from home. This yean I expect six and 

I have no doubt the result will correspond with the exper-

ience of the past year . 

Sicknefs is another cause that operated against our 

schools in this nation; especially in the latter part of 
. 

summer and fall; when billious complaints are prevalent . 

The small pox has prevented operations in my school, and 

two others in this district , since about the middle of July. 

I am however happy to state that the disease has disappeared 

in this immediate vicinity; which enabled me to recommence 

school on the ath inst. The ravages, which this disease has 

made, in some settlements in this District, are truely ap-

paling . Some large families have been entirely swept off; 

and in others perhaps one or two survive to mourn the lofs 

of all that was near and dear to them. The crops are not 

80 good in this District as usual. In the spring, during 



your absence a t ~ashington City , the Indians having few 

restraints i mposed on them, by the military authorities , 

gave a loose rein to their propensity for ardent spir-

its, and neglected their farms early in the season . This 

forc ed them to plant their corn, without havi ng the land 

properly prepared; and then the drought in July and 

August coming on their late corn makes the crop fall 

very much short of former years The Choctaws have a fine 

country and pofsefs all the advantages which soil and 

climate can bestow, fo r the acquisition of wealth . The 

soil is remarkably fertile, and if proper ly cultivated 

will produce exuberantly all t he grains, grafses roots 

and vegetables to which this climate is adapted . And 

surely no country is better calculated fo r raising stock 

profitably. The Kentuckians and Tennesseans , make for-

tunes at raising stock and driving it to market , in the 

carolinas and other Southern Atlantic States , at a great 

expense; and I see no reason why , the people i n this Na-

tion cannot do the same; when they have a better country 

to raise stock in, a shorter distance to drive it, and a 

better market. 
The face of the country, in many places, is highly 

picturesque, and grand; affording the most pleasing pros-

pect, of hill and dale prairie and timbered land. ater 

power is rather scarce in this District especially in 

summer, as the streams then fail; though they in winter 

afford plenty of water for any kind of machinery. 
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All of which is respectfully submitted by 

Your Obt . Servt 

.Villiam Wilson 

Capt 7~ . Armstrong 

Sup. Ind . aff airs es . Ter . 

(OIA. School ( ester n ~upt ' y ) Fi le A402- 490 . Choctaw 
Agency. 1838 . A- 490 . ) 



Quincy , Adams Co . Illinois 

October 15th 1838 . 

Ron: C A Harris, 

Sir, 

Com: of Ind i an ffairs 

Washington City. 

Last spring application was made to the Dept: of 

War, fo r pafsports for several gentlemen & their families, 

who expected to crofs the prairies in the early part of 

the summer: they have never been received; perhaps , 

through some informali ty in the application. 

Providentially the company has been detained, but 

expect to leave early next spring, with the caravan of the 

Am: Fur Company; and I would Sir , most respectfully request the 

requisit e pafsports from the head of the Indian Dept: for the 

following persons, and their company -

Rev. c . Stewart Renshaw & wife, of Ohio. 

Re v . Harvey Clark & wife of N York -

and their Company -

The ~ompany will consist of two~ three farmers with 

their families. -
The object we have in view, is to locate among the 

Indians west of the Rocky Mounta i ns, and teach them Christ 

ianity, and the arts of Civilized life. 
Very Respectfully &c 

C Stewart Renshaw 

Quincy Oct 15th. 
The Rev. Mr Renshaw is now preaching in the Congre-



gational Church in this place, & we feel assured of the 

benevolence of the object of himself & Company in thes 

enterprises. 

Robert Tillson 

P. M. Quincy, Ills. 

Quincy October 15~h 1838. 

Ron. c. A. Harris 

Com~ of Indian Affairs 

Sir, 

I am acquainted with the Rev. Mr Renshaw who is at 

present engaged in preaching for the Congregational Church 

in this place, and who desires pafsports f or himself and 

company, with a view of engaging in a mifsionary enter-

prize to the Indians in the region of the Rocky Mountains, 

and I trust that no difficulty may interpose to interrupt 

his benevolent purpose - I am satisfied of the high 

respectability of the persons who are expected to com-

pose the Company, and that the expedition is set on foot 

for the most benevolent purposes -

I am very Respectfully 

Y: obt Servt. 

Richard M Young 

(OIA: School File R 232-235-303 (Oregon) Providence. 
1838. R-303.) 
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Choctaw Agency West 

October 31st 1838 
Sir 

The school reports which I have the honor to submit 

fo r this year does not exhibit a very flattering prospect 

fo r the cause of education amongst the indians . The Choc -

taws who have more public schools than any other tribe , 

show quite a falling off since last year . This is mainly 

attributable to the introduction of the Small Pox by the 

emigrating Chickasaws during the past spring through the 

most of the Choctaw Country and as might be expected in 

every neighbourhood of a school, was the means of braking 

it up. The deseas is subsiding and the schools again com-

·mencing . 

Another serious difficulty arises from parents not 

exerci sing proper authority over there Children, they are not 

desposed to coerce attendance upon the school, in some case s 

this i s done, and whenever a _regular attendance i s had , t he 

progre~s in learning is good. 

The Choctaws are generally desirous of educating 

there Chi ldren, in the summer they require some of their 

Children to labour, and in the Winter many of them are too 

thinly clad to attend, Yet under this disadvantage t he 

schools t hrough the Nation have done much good . The teach-

ers are generaly men of good morals and exe r t happy influence 

through the country 
The boys are taught to speak english r ead wr i te and 

cypber 

431 



I find no difficulty in furnishing the requisite num-

ber of youths for the school i n Kentucky whenever called on . 

While the other tribes seem unwilling to send their Chil-

dren to school, I may safely say of the Choctaws that in 

every way in which an opportunity for for education is of-

fered, they are ready to avail themselves of the benefi t , 

The Manual labour system especially where Children have 

have had the advantage of such schools as are amongst the 

Choctaws, would certainly be the means of doing great good . 

I am clearly of opinion that it is the only plan that will 

suoeed well amongst the indians . The object seriously to 

sending their Children so great a distance as the school 

in Kentucky. They are unwilling to be seperated four or 

five yea rs from their Children. This difficulty would be 

obviated by Manual labour schools in the Indian Country . 

Children would be under the controul of proper teachers 

where the different branches of education, as well as 

agriculture, spinning, weaving &C . would be taught, 

The Revg Cephus Washburn at Dwight Mifsion teaches 

the Manual labour system, his school has done much good 

amongst the Cherokees, There is no other school in the 

Indian Country upon this plan, 

The Choctaw Academy in Kentucky has educated many 

of the most intiligent men in the indian country, they can 

be seen in their Councils taking the deepest interest in 

the welfare and prosperity of ther people 
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The Mifsionary schools have done much for the edu-

cation and good morals amongst the indians. There reports 

will b e found enclosed with this communication, 

The Creeks have no Mifsionaries or indeed schools 

of any des cription amongst them , they are opposed to every 

thing like religion , and only lately would they agred for 

a school being located amongst them, One is now preparing to 

go into operation on the Arkansaw,, It is also contemplated 

to establish another on the Canadian, with a judicious 

select i on of teachers and proper management it is to be 

hop ed that the prejudices of the Creeks will be removed , 

and t hat general ly schools will be established in the na-

tion 

The Cher okees have no public schools . and but two 

or thre of any description, When the emigration shall be 

completed it is to be expected that the numbe r will be 

greatly increased 

r C. A. Ha rris Esq • . 

Comm~ In~ Af frs. 

Respectfully 

Yr . Mo, Ob~ ser~ 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt W T. 

(OIA: School ( /estern Supt ' y) File A402-490 . 
Agency. 1838 . A- 490 . ) 
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Choctaw Agency West 

December 5th 1838 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Commr of Indian Affairs 

Sir 

r ·was in hopes that some direction would have been 

given by the Department about retaining Fort Coffee for a 

school, but as the Commanding Officer has directed the 

doors, window Sash and plank all to be taken to Fort Smith 

the buildings are left with nothing but the Walls &C. and 

unfit for use without great expense . The Choctaws upon 

the abandonment of the Fort by the Troops have taken pof-

sefsion of the place, by order of the Authorities of the 

Nation, The claimant having resided there before the Fort 

was erected, and not being paid for the improvement &C. it 

was the refore determined by the Nation that this was the best 

claim that any individual of the Nation had to it, As the 

Government had withdrawn there troops from the Post, The 

buildings were worth nothing, but bad that not hav.e been 

striped would have answered for a school upon a large 

schale as the place is occupied it will not now be easily 

procured 
Respectfully 

Yr , Mo, Ob~ sev~ 

Wm Armstrong 

Act . Supt W TY 

(OIA: Schoal (Choctaw) A363-481-504. Washington. 1838. A-504.) 



Cho ct av1 Academy Ky 

23rd September 1839 

Sir 

Yours of the 13 Inst enclosin an extract of ins truc-

tion t o Gen! Milroy has been du l y rec<J -- In the ev ent of 

the Mianies sending seBaiR f or the boys of that tribe now 

at this school - they shall be furnished wi th a suitable 

outfit of clothing and money for traveling expense s , of 

which .the Dep~ will be im~ediate ly advis ed . 

It is a matter of deep re gret that the Indians cannot 
' 

appreci at e the a dvantages of educat ion more highly than they 

do; and , t hat a li our l abour and toil t o cultivate the minds 

of t heir children should be so li ttle re arded by them. --

I t is true that many prejudi ce s have exist ed a ai nst this 

institution ever since it was locat ed in Ken tucky; these 

have been gotten up 'fr om v arious quarters and under vari ous 

circumstances and have b een managed with mu ch art and s kill 

to the reat injury of the school : some by the boys them-

selves who had become i mpatient· and ; tired of clo se appli ca -

tion to businefs or study; and some by designin men in the 

nation , and othe rs by enemie s to Indi an r eforma t on in the 

bosom of our own country . 

With all these we have had t o struggle and comb t f or 

t :Re 13 or 14 ye ars -- as to the grounds of comp laint here -

tof ore exhibit ed against the s chool , we have this gr atifica -

t i on, that , upon an investigat ion it has uniformly turned 

ou t that they h ave arrisen from t he most trivial circumstances 

and have been more ideal than r eal . 



If t h e Indi ans of the orth or South are so pr ejud ced 

against the sch oo l that they cannot consent to send more 

boys, I am·at a lo f s t o af certain upon what ground thei r 

objections ar e predi c at ed ; f or sure I am that the great 

boast of talen ts and education among the Choctaws and Pota-

watamies , is , o f persons who have been educated at this 

school. 

We always expe cted that many , li_ e our o •m youths ould 

make but li ttle or no use of an education afte r it was pro -

cured. and moreover that many out of so l arge a number would 

be sent from the nation who h ad not sufficient i ntellect 

to become schollars & that others who had, would on their 

return h ome fall back into their Indian customs nd habits 

and soon f orget what they had learne d . 

I hav e often regretted to obs erve one unfavorabl e trait 

in the Indian di sposition to do justice t o this institution · 

that is, vhi le they have been disposed to sp eak in the most 

unfavorable t erms of a fe , Mhos e .. mi nds ·1ere not capab le 

of receivin i nstruction , (and had on that acco?~t _to be_sen~ 

ho~); or of others vho l a cked moral courage to resist the 

temptat ion of vice , and thereby render ed themselves uselef 

and rediculed after thei r return home ; they have pafs~ b. 

unnoticed the meri tor i ous and t he many who have done cre d t 

to the school and have been an honor to the nation and t o 

themselves --
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Although I have been so oft en mortifi ed at the unreason-

able complaints comin from that part of t he nation f rom whom 

I had r earo n t o expe ct the most grateful a clrnowl edgments ; yet , 

I have the pleasing consolation on my part , of r ealizing the 

great and incalculable advant ages r esulting fr om this ins ti-

tution to the Indian tribe s -- this school can boas t. of hav-

in produced a gre ater number of the b est s chollars . and 

mechanics; some o f the b est a ccount ants and School te a chers, 

a s we ll as , someof the best pr a ctical farmers and merchants , 

than any other institution of which I have any kno ~led e . --

A Smithshop is conducted in the Choct aw nation by young men 

from this institution; and I am told that a shoe and boot 

shop. is managed profi tab l y i n the Potawatami e country by 

youn men who l earnt , at this place - I rec~ a l etter not 
men 

long s i nce from one o f the youn Awho was educated at th s 

school, who inf omed me that he was employe d to t each a 

s chool a t $500 a year; and from another that he was actin 

as clerk on ood terms -- I h ave also heard from many others 

who are doin well, but those of whom I speak came to the 

school in a perfect state of nature -- I have also been in-

f ormed that many who became pious while at this school con-

tinue to co nduct themselves orderly and in a christian like 

manner. Any information of this sort must be hi hly gr ati -

fying to one who has grown grey l abouring to improve the con-

dition of that devot ed people. 



I have had the honor of presiding over this institu­

tion for the last 14 years as Superintendent, during which

time I have always entertained the deepest solicitude to

impart every species of lmowledge calculated to ellevate

the Indian mind above that state of savage degridation and

superstitious darlmefs under which they have lain for so

many ages past. I have endeavoured to soe the seeds of 

piety and benevolence to lay the foundation of moral recti-
brotherly 

tude, to cultivate Social affectionate and
A
temperment of 

mind, to stamp upon the youn , and all, the high reverence 

and responcibility we owe to the Creator I have labored 

incefsently to show the evil consequences of vice and the 

end to which it leads -- I have endeavored by every means 

to contrast between good and bad actions, and to show the 

difference between good and bad men. I have studied the 

most useful course of education: that which I thought was 

best suited to their condition. 

This I intend shall be m cause, as lon_ as I shall 

have the Superintendence any instructions you may please 

tp give will be promptly obeyed 

T. Hartlr Crawford Esq

City Washington 

Very Respectfully 

Your Most Obt Servt 

Tho Henderson Supt 

(OIA: School File H583 etc. Choctaw Academy. 1839. H620.) 
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