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Washington City 

February 7th 1830 

Sir: 

In conformity with your request of the 29th January , 

to give the Dep,t of War , the information of which I may be 

in pofsefsion, touching the condition of the Indians vithin 

the Chickasaw Agency, I will do it with pleasure; but regret 

my inability to do the Subject t hat Justice which its import­

ance so Justly demands, and on which Genl Govt, and the in­

dian Nations in General - are so deeply inlisted 

Before I proceed in detail to answer the different In­

terogator1es , I presume that the sittuation of the Chickasaws 

will be better understood, were I to give a brief, but, cor-

rect description of the Country that they have inhab ted ever 

since they have been known to the whites as a Nation. 

This may bee deemed entirely unnefsary by the officers 

of the War Dep,t as well as many of the members of Congrets 

from the circumstance of their being personally acquainted with 

the facts hereafter Stated 

but as this informat ion is not intended for them, but 

for members of Congrefs who are seeking information on this 

important subject, I respectfully· submit the following -

The Chickasaw Nation is bounded as follows (towit) on 
a the eflt by Tennefsee river , on the North by the State of 

Tennefsee untill the line Strikes the Mifsifsippi, thence down 

said river untill it Strikes the C-hoctaw Line in the State of 

Mifsifs1pp1 for compliment, so as to include a Small portion 

of North Allabama -
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The Clima t e is temperate , the lands on t he Tennefsee , 

Mifsifsippi, and Tom Bigby river s , are of a superi or qual­

lity; and a large po rt i on of the int erior of the Nation is 

of t he second Quallityed Land , the ballanee is pore , sandy, 

soil, ~ood Land , f it for nothing but sammer range except on 

t he water courses , whi ch is well grown over with Cane or reed, 

and atford s an excellent wi nter range for Horses , Cattle &C 

all of which Subs i sts well ithout any food from their owners, 

dur ing t he wint e r season or throughout the year 

The buffalow , and Bare are gone , and there are but few 

Deer, not suff icient to justify an Indian to depend upon for 

a support, more particul a rly those that have familys , Cons -

quent ly t he Chickasaws are compled to Subsist by different 
(The Chkws) · 

means than t hat of the Chase. · Thay have ~ a plenty of Horses 

of a super i or quallity or at least well addapted to the use of 

Indians, they use them on their farms with much lefs food than 

is Gennerally given those Annimals that are raised and used 

by the whit es, and when traveling through this country, they 

travel from thirt y to fifty miles per day never feed them but 
. they can 

let them subsist entirely on what grafs or Cane precure for 

thems elves when hobeled out at Night -

They have lar ge herds of Cattle Swine Sheep and Goats, 

and poultry of every description that are in use Gennerally 

in that section of Country. - The Count17 i s well wat ered ; 

and is well adapted t o the culture of Cotton , Corne , wheat oates 

peas potatoes Beans &C . -
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Cotton, Beet, and pork are the pri ncipal articles for 

expor tati on. - There will be Cotton exported from the Nation 

this year pr obably to the amount of 1000-- bales - .Beef, and 

pork t o no i nconsidderable amount. -

The proeeeds from the sales of Cotton, Horses, Beef 

Cattle Hogs &C after retaining a sUfficiency for their home 

consumpt i on is Gennerally applied to the purchase of nefsariea 

and Luxuries of life; (towit) Slaves Shugar , and Coffee, as 

well as dry goods of various descriptions, which are calculated 
a 

to r ender them comfort .able and om ent their persons . -

The time has come when they no longer depend on the 

r ifle f or support, but it is used more for their recreation, 

and amusement tham for the means of sustainance. -

Every fa~ily cultivates the earth more or lefs, as 

h i s t h i rst for gain, or his 1mmaginary or real wants in-

c:reas es. 

Much to the honor of the Chickasaws , for the last eight 

years, the practice of men requireing the woman to perform all 

the labour i n the field is much changed - the men now (with a 

tew exceptions) cultivate the earth themselves, while the fe­

male par t of the family is ingaged in their household affairs­

They Spin weave make their own Cloatheing . Milch Cows maRe 

but t er Cheese &C they keep themselves decent and clean and 

in many instances particular attention is paid to fashions that 

are in use by the whites -

It is ·their constant practice to appear in their best 
e appear} at thei r publ ic meetings, also when they visit the 

Country Villages i n the whi t e settelments . -

' ) 
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Many of the ~hickasaws profefs Christianity - I attended 

a camp meet ing i n Novr l ast ~ the Mifsionarys . - Divine worsh­

ip was performed a l t ernately by white , and red men, in the eng­

lish and Indian Languages; and for the first time I saw the 

sacrament t aken by the Indians . Every thing was Conducted 

with t he utmost good order , and decorum. 

As a Nation the men are brave, and honest . the women 

(the half breeds in particular) are beutiful and virtuous; and 

I am of the opinion that there has been greater advancements in 

Civiliseatiorl in the last eight years than there as in twenty 

prevlous. 

I think the present State of education does not meet the 

wishes or expectationsof the Chiefs and head men of the Nation -

The evil I believe does exist, but I am not at this time pre­

pared to point it out and suggest to you the best plan to re­

move it - Whether it be for the want of funds, or a improper 

application of them or a r emifsnefs of duty of those pesons 

to whome the education of those Children are intrusted is well 

worthy of t he attention of the Gen,l Gov,t . -

Education is confined Gennerally to the half breeds and 

youths Gennerally of the first promise There are at this time 

sever&l whitemen that have identified themselves with the In­

dians by Marriage, and Several half breeds that have suffi­

cient education to enable them, to transact a considderable 

portion of the businefs for the Nation . -
laws 

The Municipal~ of the Chickasaws consists i n writ t en Laws, 

or resolut ions commanding that which is right ; and prohibiting 

that which t hey conc eive t o be ~rong . - Their Laws are few, 



easily understood; and r i gidly inforced , and are highly calculated 

to promote peace , and good order among themselves . -

As I have al r eady mentioned the state of agraculture 

I have only now to say something on the Subject of the Mechano 

arts, the knowledge of which are Generally confined to white 

men t hat have identified themselves with the Indians, particular­

ly of the h i ghest grade proposed among them (towit) House Carpen­

ter wheel right Mill rights Blacksmiths &C All the arts necefsary 

for f arming use, Stocking plows helveing axes do es makeing Slides, 

, Truck wheels, draw bars Gates &C is Gennerally confined to the 

Common Indians, and Slaves . -

As it has been the wish of Genl Gov,t, many years to pro­

mot e the i nterest, and better the Sittuation of the Chickasaw 

Nation , I am sorry to have it to say that the Indi ans and the 

Genl Govt have been greatly disappointed, from the unfortunate 

circumstance of their haveing made two bad appointments of Agent s 

in succef s i on for the Chickasaws, who have ruled the Nation with 

Despotism for the last eight or ten years they have not stoped 

at the meanest acts of depravity that the human mind is capable 

of concieving - They have opprefsed, they have Slandered, and they 
thereby weakening thei r faith towards 

have cheated both them and the Gen,l Gov,t Civilised man in Gen-
A 

neral; and any other Ageant that may preside over their futr 

destiny. -

The Chickasaws being surrounded by the white inhabitance, 

I have found i t a dificelt matter to restrain the whites from 

violating the Intercourse Law, by driveing their Stock over 

line upon the I ndian Land , makeing settelments , tradeing with 

the Indians in a manner that is prohibited by Law as well as 
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Stealing their Negroes , Horses Cattle &C but I am proud to have 

it in my power to say that those white persons who are so trouble 

some to the Indians , are Gennerally men of the lowest grade and 

dregs of society, such men as are always unwilling to conforme 

to the Laws that govern the civilised world. 

I have had a con~ersation with the principal Chiefs and 

head men of the Nation, at a Council that I called, on the loth 

of November last, ~key-eeRvePsea 

After the bus1nefs was se.ttled for which they were con­

vened, they conversed f reely with me on the subject of the 

States of Mifs1fsippi, and Allabama extending their L~ws over 

them, of which they were awfully affraid . -

They all Stated that they were much attached to their 

Country, they wer~ the first that occupied it, and had always 

been tsithful to Genl Govt of the United State and on these 

grounds they bottoned a Strong hope that they would be Special­

ly favored by the present men in power . -
(the principal Chiefs) 
They Aalso stated that if the Laws were extended over them, 

they 'had no belief that they would be placed upon an equal foot ­

ing with the whites; and if they made so by Law~ all the offic ­

ers of the Law would be composed of white men, and as they were 

unskilled in Lawsutes; and the whites would be partial to each 

other, they had no belief that they would be able to withstand 

the encroachments of the whites upon them, and if the did at-

tempt it, that in a few years they would not have a vestage of 

property left (QeR&9~~eBtly they would exchange their Country 

for any they could get rather than, as they conceived, loose 

their nati v·e .f'redom. -
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I have the honor to be Sir 

very respectfully 

Your Obt Sert 

John L. Allen 

S.ub Agent for the 

Chickasaws . 

(OIA: 1830. Chickasaws (Sub-Agency) John L. Allen . Report 
on progress of civilization. 
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Jackson 

Sepr 21st 1830 . 

Dr Gent 

I learn from sever al quar ters on the Border, that many of 

our good orderly, but enterprising c i tizens intend forthwith to 

move over on to the Chi ckasaw lands to procure occupant clai ms -

There i s a t r eat y stipulation to prevent this proceedure -

Unt ill t he U St ate s troops can arrive; should i t not be 

well to ifsue your proclamation on the subject - to prevent the 

great mis chief which may otherwise ensue . 

I write thi s at the suggestion of several of our friends 

here. 

All f r i ends here are in good health, 

With a t ende r of my ardent wishes for your health & 

happinefs, I r emain your uncham@ed friend 

' obt Ser~ 

s . D. Hays . 

Genl Jackson 

President U St ates 

(OIA: 1830. Chickasaws Pr es i dent U. S. S .D. Hays . Intruders 
on lands.) 



The President wi th hi s re s pec t s , to the acting Secretary 

of war, aia draws his i mmediate attent i on to the enclosed -

Request the agent to notify the Department of Justitory force 

may be necefsary a par t of the Detachment, if not the whole 

from the Cherokee country will be ordered to his aid to re-

move the intruders. 

Oct 9r 7~h 1830 -

(OIA: 1830. Chickasaws . President U. S. S . D.Hays . Intruders 
on lands. ) 
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. Head Qua rt ers 7~1} Inf . 

Cant onment Gibs on 

1 1 1?~ Decb:r 1830 

Sir. 

I n pur suanc e of y our instruc t i ons unde r date of the 5~~ 

of Octbt l a st , I have the Honor herewi th to Transmit the rece i pts 

of Col. Reynold s Agent for the Chickas aws and of Col . Gaines (who 

has charge of t he Choc t aw Delegat i on) , for the supplies furnished 

by this post to the i r respective parties . 

I t was not r ecol lected at the time the five ngers were 

fur nished to Col . Reynolds for the Chi ckasaws , that I had be·en 

r equ i r ed to t ake the Receipts of the Individuals who rece i ved 

t hem therefore the Rece i pt of the Agent was taken . Col . Ga i nes 

obtaine d Rifl e s a t Fort Smith, where a number of Arms are depo$ ­

i ted for the use of the Choctaws . 

Col . Ga ine s when he arr i ved near Fort Smith report ed to me 

that h i s Horses we r e much jaded , and therefore requested that I 

would fo rward prov i s i on and other suppl i es for his party to some 

convenient point near the Canadi an . J His supplies were sent to 

t he Fal ls of t he Arkansas where he rece ived them about the 6~~ 

Ins t . Col . Reynolds with the Chi cka saws left t his on the 3td 

Inst. he was accompani ed by Af st . Sur g . Baylor and one Private , 

and it i s bel i eved that the Chick asaw and Choc taw Delega t i ons 

have met by t his , and that they wi ll proc eed t o the est in com-

pany. 

I received a Letter f r om Col. Gai nes on t h e 8~~ Inst . by 

which it appears he is apprehensive of being attacked by t he Paw­

nees or other Indi ans on Red Rive r , and t ha t unlefs he i s joined 
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b~ a Military part y , the ob j ect i n v1. ew , wi ll probably be defeat ed . 

I am of the opinion t hat Col . Gaines , has but little , if any cause 

to apprehend danger, Yet I have determined to detach Lieut Daw-

son wi t h a mount ed party in a day or two , to joi n him and Col . 

Reynolds on t he Canadi an ; and to proceed with them , or. either 

of them, to the h i ghest point on Red River t hey wish to visit , 

and down that River to Blue Water , where the Military party 

will take the d i rection for this post . As there is not the 

slightest r eas on to bel i eve that the Pawnees, or Camanche · I n -

dians will he found on Red River below Blue ~late r at this 

season of the year- -

I have heretofore taken the liberty to give my opinion in 

relation to the most suitable partition of th s country to ac ­

comrnodate t he Trib es to be settled in it , and to insure peace 

between them and the United States . Yet it is probable the 

Government will not have the right to give the South side of Red 

River to Indi ans , this circumstance will make it much more dif-

ficult to afsi gn a suitable tract for each of th Tribes . 

Dur ing the last fall I had a survey made of the Canadian 
for 

River about sixty miles est of the former boundary of Arka sas 
~ 

and find that i t vari es but very little from the d rection given 

to it, in t he Sketch of this country, I had the Honor t o Trans ­

mit to the Tar Department last year , and had convenience permit ­

ted I would have l ast fall ascertained by survey the Direction 

of the Arkansas r i ver , for eighty or one hundred miles est of 

the former boundary of Arkansas . 

In the event the Government shouln find it necef sar y t o ac ­

commodate other Tribes, I am of the op i n i on it would not be dif-
• 



ficult to obta i n t wenty or thirty miles on the south of the Osage 

reserve b y giving to that Tribe an equal Tract t o the North . 

Capt . Vashon agent for the Cherokees ·obtained from me the 

Sketch I had made of t h is country, from which he took a copy , 

and as I understand made some alterations by contracting the 

Ch erokee Lands within the former boundary of Ar kansas - If he 

ha s done so, be has been l ead int o an error , by computing a 

Degree of Lattitude at sixty miles. 

I am Sir , 

very r e spectfully 

Your Ob~t SerYt 

M. Arbuckl e 

Col . 7th Inf¥ Commqg 

To The Honl?l 

J ohn H. Eaton 

Sec retary of War 

Wa s in ton Ci ty . 

( OIA: 
U. S .A. 

1830 Chickasaw & Choctaw (Explorat i on) 
Ga i nes ' & Reynold~ accounts . ) 

Col . M. Arbuckle 

tf 1 '] 
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ChickasAw Agency 

21st January 1831 

To the Hon . , 

John H Eaton 

Secretary of War 

Sir: 
one 

On the 7th Inst,, Tishemingo of the principal 

Chiefs Arrested and seized the good~ of a Pedler by the name of 

John Walker and gave them up to me; and requested that I would 

di~po~e of them as the 7th Article of the Treaty of 1816 directs . 

I heared the Testimony against the Pedler, it was conclusive 

against him, he als contefsed that he had violated the Law by 

selling goods within the limits of the Nation. -
sold 

I gave the Indians one half of the goods ; and have I\ the 

other half (with the exception of a few articles) to the Chicka-

saws, t aking particular ceare that the amount purchased by In­

dividual s should not exceed what woul be due them at the next 

Anui t y . the amount of Sales is - 150$ I thought it would be 

best fo r the Gov~, that I should sell to the Indians, as they 
at 

were will i ng to take them ~a fair price, in prefrerence to put-

ing t he good upon Auction , where they mite have been Sacraf1zed. 

Col Geo Colbert , Tishemingo & Pistalle Tubbe have mad~ 

repeated complaints to me (Since co!, Reynolds has been absent) 

of Int rude s Setling on their Land, Stock drivers Pedlers &C 

In reply, I have sayed them, that I had written to you 

on that sub ject ; and was dayly expecting an answer; and proba­

bly instr uct i ons to put off Intruders -

I have s uggested to them the Multiplicity of businefs 

you have to at t end to; and have afsured them that you will 



not forget the promi s you made them at Franklin, (Viz) that 

the white should be kept off of t hei r Land . 

A Gentleman by the name of I reland & Isaac Love who 

accompanyed the explor i ng party returned a few days since -

the account they g i ve of the Country west of the Mifsifsippi 

is discouraging to the Chickasaws -

I have been i nformed that the Love Connection is form-

ing a set t lement at a place called the Pidgeon Roost, and is 

determined not to move to the new Country -

I was at a Council a few days since, and saw many of 
the return of 

the Chief & arriors they all expretsed a great desire for Col ,, 

Reynolds and his party , as they are anxious to know the result 

of the expedition . 

Accordi ng to your Instructions I r eleased the Genl Govt 

Half of McCanna Goods; and advised Pistalle TUbbe to releas the 

other half, which he accordingly done . 

I have the Honor to be . 

very respectful ly your 

Ob~, servt . 

John L Allen 

Sub Agent 

(OIA: 1831 Chickasaws (Sub- Agency) Jno. L. Allen . Seizure 
of John Walke r ' s goods . ) 
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Cant Gibson Feb 13~h 1831 

Sir in compliance wi th my promise to Col Reynolds that I make 
you 

this communicat ion advising you that he has draw on for t wo 

hundred and fifty doll ars , dated Lo ,blue Jan . loth 1831 for 

the purpose of paying the pilate to the Chickasaw ·delllgation , 

and to pay for hor ses and contingencies , he tould of wrote 

you him self, but fo r his not being apprised that L~~ Da son 

and Doct Baylor was going t o leave the company untill .they 

had commenced packing for t he days travel, the Chickasaws 

has seen no country ~hat they say they would be illing to emi­

grate to, · the Choctaws Chief Nituckeacha exprefs ' d great dispo­

sition that they should live with them the (Ch~ctaws) 

Laflore was not with the Choctaw deligation there being 

but one of the Chiefs they could do nothing in making any ar­

rangement for the Chickasaws it is imposible to conjecture 

the corse t he Chickasaws will take though it is my lmprefsion 
with 

that they will make one district~ tbe Choctaws 

With Respect Your most · 

Obt and hunb 

sert 

W. D. King 

Bon. J. H. Eaton 

Sec¥ ·of War 

fOIA: 1831. Chickasaws (Exploration) W. D. King . Accounts . ) 
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Washington Ci t y 

Oc~ l8~hl831 

Sir, 

Please make out a commifs ion for GenlJolm H. Eaton and Genl 

John Coffee empowering t h em t o proceed to the Chickasaw and 

Choctaw nations of I ndi ans to negotiate and arrange with the 

latter nation f or a surrender of Fou~ and a malf millions of 

acres of the tract of Seventeen mi llio laid out and patented 

to the Indi ans of that tribe West of the Mifs1fsipp1 . It is 

of importance that this should be speedily attempted in order 

that the Chi ckasaws may move with their elder brethren the 

Choctaws. Wi thout this arrangement there will be no room 

for the Chicka saws when they desire to be placed, beyond the 

limits of t he Choctaws and adjoining them . 

respectfully 

Y~ Sevt 

Andrew Jackson 

(CIA: 1831 Chi ckasaws President of U.S . Directing appointment 
of, etc.) 
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Chickasaw Agency 

Samuel S. Hamilton Esqr 

Chief Clerk Indian 

Department 

Si r: 

31 8 t October 1831 

I am desirous to move my residence from this 

place, at or near, the Council House, about 75 miles from this 

place. it is near the Center of the Nation, and would sute the 

convenience of the Chickasaws, also the convenience of the Agency 

Department. 

There I could ocupy the Old Agency, or, either of two or 

three sittuations that is offered to me gratis. Consequently 

no additional expense would accrue to .the Genneral Government. 

I have Consulted Col. Reynolds (~he principal Ageant) 

and it meets his entire approbation, and if the application 

meets with the approbation of the War Department 

you will confer a faver by advising me as early ae-~e~eie}& 

convenient, as I am desirious of moveing as soon as pofsible, 

before the winter sets in. 

I have the Honor to be sir 

very respectfully your 

Obedient Servant 

John L. Allen 

sub Agent 

(CIA: 1831. ChLckasaws . (Sub-Agency) John L. Allen. 
Seizure of Jno. Walker's goods.) 



Chickasaw Agency 

4th Febuar y 1832 

To the 

Honl b Lewis Cats 

Secr etary of War 
the 

Sir enclosed I send you law paf sed at 
~ 

the late sefsion of the Legislature of Alabama extending her 

Jurisdiction over her Indian Teritory 

By the provision of the last section I fare the Indians 

will be much anoyed, as I am 1nfol~ed, that it is the intinsion 

of many persons to avail themselves of that provision to make 

settlements on the Indian Teritory and there can be no doubt 

but numberlets frauds will be practised, upon the Indians from 

there inabi l i ty to take care of themselves 

I have a l so understood that under the Governors of Mif-

sitsippi and Tennefsee Mathamatisions . have been appointed to 

afsertain wha re the latitude of thirty five degrees strikes 

the M1fs1fs1ppi River and that the line between the two States 

is afserta ined to be about three miles south of the line as 

run and marked by the Commifsioners under the sixth Artickle 

of the Treaty wi th the Chickasaw Nation concluded the 19th 

of October 1818. and that many persons are makeing settle­

ments under the occupent laws of Tennefsee and south of the 

line as run and marked under the Treaty -

I take greate pleasure in saying that the leading Chiefs 

ot this Jation ar e becomeing more sencible of there s ituat i on 

and the situation of there people and I have good r eason to 

believe that they will act . more effi ciently in a i ding the 

Government to procure t hem a hoce beyond the Mifs 1f sippi, and 
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ghould one be procured I have no hefsitation in saying that 

the People will remove with greate cherfulnefs 

I have the honor to be with ·Greate respect 

Your Obt. Sevt 

Benjl!- Reynolds 

Indian Agent 

(OIA: 1832. Chickasaws (Agency) Benj . Reynolds . Ene. a late 
law of Alabama, etc.) 
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Whe r eas a t r eat y was made · a t the n a tiona l council h ou se 

1 
on pontitoc creek., between Gen - J ohn Cof f ee c onmi fSioner , 

for all the GRiekas aw United Stat e s , nnd the Ch ckasaw com-

mi f sioners, f or all the Chickas aw coun try East of t he Mi f -

sifsippi r i v e r on the day o f Octob er 1832 

r 
And wheas f o r ca us e s a s set f o r t h by the Ki n and chi e f s 

o f t hi s Nat ion in their memoria l o f this dat e ; the whole 
#by t l1eir ch i e fs foully an d duly authori sed 

Chickas aw Nation# as k l eav e on the i r part t o mo ddi fy , the 

Tr eat y ma d e in Oct ob e r afors aid , f or wbicll per pos e the whole 
h v e 

chickas aw Nation by a l l their prin cipal Chiefs and h ead men, 

afsembl ed a t the dwelin house of their pri n cipal be loved 

c h i ef Levi Colbe rt , and i n Gene r a l cou n cil , h ave u n animous l y 

a greed t o the f ollowing Tr eat y , whi ch treat y , when c ons i der ed 

a greed t o an d Si gned by the Honorabl e Louis Cafs Se c r et a r y 

of wa r, f o r the United St ates , or any Other per son appo int ed 
Stat e s 

by t he Presi den t o f the Uni t edAfo r this purpo s e shal l be as 

unqu e st i ona b l y s t r ong , good and f i na l , as if the said com­

mi f sioner h ad be en prev ious l y appoin t ed , had se t in c ouncil 

wi th u s , and s i gned this i n strumen t f ir s t , in the usual man ­

ner an d on t his d a t e . The St a t e of Mi f si f sippi an d Alabama 

h aving ex tende d their l aws over the ch i ckasaw people who are 

i gnorant o f the l anguge and l aws of the whit e man , fee l op ­

prefsed, The Pr esiden t ha s heard thei r comp l a ints a n d is , 

as h e a l ways h a s been, p a r entally disp osed t o ameli o r a te 

the condi t ion o f his r e d ch ildren -- Arti c le 1St 

. ' 
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Fo r the considrations her e in aft e r expr efsed , t he 

chi ckasaw Nation, hereby ceede to the Un i ted St ates , all 

the l ands owned and pofsefsed by them, East of the Mi fsif -

sippi river, where they at present reside and Occupy , AFt­

ie±e-~ T 

' Begining at the mouth of Ookt ibb"eehaw of Toombickbe e 

rive r, u p the Same to a point b eing a mar ked t ree , abou t one 

mi l e South of Wall,§ Old Stand on the Natchez old tra c e 
line or 

Thence a dre ct to the Tunic a old village , old f i e l ds on t he 

Mi f sifsippi river , within the Tunica bend of that r iver , So 

as to l eave that bend wi thin the chickasaw country . ab out 

t wenty Ei ht miles below the Junction of the Sai nt Fr ancis, 

to the Mifsifsippi river , on the west s ide , Thence up the 

Mifsifsippi river to lati tude thirty fi v e de rey north , or 

t h e South boundary of the Tenn~see State l ine . Thence with 

that line to Its inters e ction wi th the Tenn~fsm river . 

· Thence up that r iver t o the mouth of cany creek . Thenc e up 

that cre.ek to a point , to which Gen~ John Coffe e marked the 

i s present boundary line from Gans - trace Thence a lon g th t 

trace to the bi bee river, Thence down that river to the 

begining , containing about Si.x and a half Millions of 

acres, moore or l efs . 

Article a 2d 

The United States a r ee t o have the whole coun try he r e -

in ceeded Surveyed Soon as it can be done , In the same m n -

ner, that the public lands of the United States are Su ve ed , 
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as 
and as Soon practicable iP hav e the Same proposed f or Sal e , 

to be governed exprefsly, b y the St ipulations herein afte r 

Set forth, That is t o say, that whereas i t will of inevita-

ble co~equence, be Some years before t he Chickasaws can by 

any pofsibility hunt out and purchase a new home , to meet 
the 

the expence s of the Search , o f purchase of their emi ration, 

/torn paper - one or two words/ sustenance after ettin t o 
f or 

their new home andA their comfort able r e sidence , whilst the 

remain in the Country he r eby c eeded , It is a re ed , that the 

United St ate s re,ceed to the Chickasaws , t wenty five hundr ed 
Sections 

setictions o f l and , t o be sele c ted , aRa any where w thin the 
article 

boundaries as laid do wn in the f irst geetieR of t his treaty , 
e 

allowing t o a Si n gl e man o r Woman of sevnteer Years o ld , one 

Se ction - To e a ch frunily of f ive and under that number, t wo 

Sections, To eac h family of Six and not exc eeding ten , t hree 

Sections, t o each family over ten i n number f our Se c tions ; 
i s 

to famili es who own Slav es under ten in numbe r thereAallowed 
more 

one half Section, Aan d to families owning ten Sl av es o r more 

there is allowed one additional Section 

I f any p e rson shall no w occupy t wo plac e s , and wish to 
by 

retain both, they may d o s oAtakin J part of his reservation 
will 

at each place, which the occupant si gnify a t the time of 
. 

Selection and b e ente r ed on the agents Books , and ~her e 

two or more persons may be now r es i d in on the Same Se c­
the 

tion oldest occupant , wRieR i s entitled to r emain , the Ot r 
~ 

must remove, i f s o r equ es t ed by the oldest occupant , which 

23 



must also be setled a n d entered on the agents Books at the 
do 

time of Selection. The United States will an d hereby guaran -

tee, to the Chickasaw Nation the quiet p o f sefsion and unin-

terrupte d use of the Said r eserv ed tracts of land So l on 

as they may live on and occupy the Same an d It is agreed 
the 

to by t he cont ract ing parties , t hat .\ principal chief Levi 
shal l 

Colber t and one o ther person tE.~:a be appo inted by the Chick -

asaw National authority , who Shall a c t on oath , faithfuly 

to perform all the duties r equired of them, Soon a s the lands 
their 

ar e surveyed in whole or in part there agent , Shall commenc~ 

Selections, . of t wenty five hundred Sections aforesaid , by 

quarter Sec tions , Tho ze agents Shall r e cord in a we ll bound 

book, a l l these r e s erv ations and report them , to the re Jister 

of the l and offi ce, and one lik e book to the commifsioner of 
the 

the Genl land office and the president of~ Uni t ed States Shal 

issue patents f or the same in the usual f orm t o Levi Col­
# John A Bynum , Isaac Alberson , Pitman Colbert, 

Greenwood , a:aa Hatopa the King 
b e rt# In fee Simp le , and i n Special exclus ive trust , f or 

all the Chickasaw people (If vacanci es by death or ncapacity 

occur in this board , the national coun cil Shall fill them , 

The said persons o r a majority o f them, Shall have and they 

are h e r eby v ested , with ful and compit ent powers , t o sell 

any part , o r a ll of these reservations , one million$ of 

acres at not lefs than three Dollars for every a cre$ d 

the balance a t not l efs than tro Dollars for every a cre 

If time should prove that this balamce will not sell f or 

two dollars an a cre , the chi c kasaw Showin~ this fact to 
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the president. He wi l l plac e i t at a price f or whi ch t he 

residue will sell. And when t he Chickas ars a r e r eady to 

remove, or to Sell, t h ese r e s erv ations, t he whole o r in 

p a rt, they shall iv e t o the Se cretary of war , o r t o the 
# o f a l l these reservati on s 

President of the Uni t ed State s t he p r efe r ne e of purchas e ,# 

I f the Goverment do e s not pu r chase , t hen the Chi ckas aw chiefs 

Mentioned may Se l l a n d make g ood & lawful titles to a n y 
or five 

part~all o f the t wenty hundr ed Se c tions , t o any pers on or 

persons in f e e Simp le f o r ever and all the mon ey ar i s ing 

from all t h ese l an d s , shall r emai n in the han d s of the 

chic kasaw peop l e for their national a n d individual pur p ofs es 

a s their n a tional Council may fix and determine --

Ar t icle 3 d 

The e xpenc e s of gunting a new home of buying the home , 

of removein g t he whole nation to i t , the r e t ention o f h ome s 

here, till a new one c an be got an d setled , and to pay the 

debts of t hi s Nation , Now Owein J and due , b efo r e t h is Sale 

of our country , has in the p r ee ceed n art i cle been _iven , 

as the r ea sons , f o r r e t a i ning t wen ty five hundr ed Se c tions 

a n d the proceeds o f them, The Chickasa~s in adoptin thi s 

precautionary measure h av e nev er los t si ght of the grea t 

value [torn pape r - p robably the word and/ i mport n e e o f 

either l oanin t o the United States , b e- P ei eRt Some 

/torn pap er/ Million of dol l ars At f our and ha l f o r f ive 

percent, o r v esting their money l a r ge l y in some Safe and 
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profitable Stocks, unde r the d ire c tion of the Pre sident nd 

Senate of t he Uni t ed S t a t es. The President and Senate always 
and 

faithful~de sirous, by all prope r measures , to promote the 

Solid interests of the weak , It is agr eed to by the contract ­

ing parties, that when ev e r these pri mary ob jects , as l a id 

down by the Ch ickasaws, as t he r eason o f their wishes , sh l l 

h ave been a ccomp lished then the chickasaw peo p le , Shall hav e 

power to lo an t o o r v est wi th the Gov ernment o f the Un t ed 

States, as befo r e e xp refsed , all the mone y they may Cho ose 

So to d ispose of , on such terms as the gove rnment an d the 

Chicka s aws may at that time a p,r ee on . 

Article 4th 

The ch ickas aws havin ~ c eeded the i r country to the Un ted 
it 

States is their wish t o l eav e it , Soon as may be , to a ccom-
"" 

pl1sh this int ent ion , to promote the views of the overn-

ment, to f a cilitate a conclusion of this whole matter a n d to 

Keep Sep arate a n d d i stinct the businefs of this Nat on, fr om 
contrac t in 

that o f the Unit ed St ates, It is agr eed by the As isk eaw 

parties, That a Surv eyo r General one Cl erk and draftsman 

be appointed by the pres i dent of the United States who Shal l 

be paid Such Sa l leri e s a s are usua lly paid , by the govern-

ment for such services Who shall i mmedi a tely after the rati -

fication of this treat y , appoint a suf icient Number o f 

deputy Surveyors, to complete the suveyi o f the whole ceedea 

country, in s Sh ort a time as may be , This Surv eyor ren ­

erals office shall not exist lon er, than t h r ee or four ears 
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from the r at i f ic a tion Of this treat y , I t is a l s o a g r e e d , 

t hat one l an d of fice b e establ ished f o r t h e Sa l e o f the 

l an ds, wi th t he usu al off ic e r s and pay a s othe r l and of ­

f ices o f t h e Uni ted St a t es , The Register an d re c e v e r Sha l l 

b e appoin t ed by the Pre s i dent , and b o th offi c e s Shall b e 
Ma r t i n Colberts o ld p l a c e 

Kep t a t or near p ont itoc# , As all the se Off i c ers a n d cle r k s 

wil l be imp loyed on t h e busine fs o f the chi ckas aws their 

Sa l l e r i e s wi l l o f course b e pai d out of the procee ds o f the 
# an d ~hen t hese land s c ee ded and n ot r ese r v ed 

l an d her~n c e e ded , and not r ese r v ed ,# Shall be So ld , the 

gove rnment shall r e t a i n t he f u l amount f o r surv eying the 

who le count r y and f or Se llin g a l l the the l an d s n ot r e s e r v e d , 

as wi l l a l s o the runounts f o r the u sua l and ne c efs ry Book s 
a ft e r 

an d stationa r y f i t f or such purpo s es , deduct i n t hes e e x -

penses f r om the p ro c e eds o f a l l the l ands s old , t h r e e f ourt h s 

o f t he Who l e amount , Sold f r om time t o t i me Shall b e a nd 

t h e same is her eby l eft with the gowrnmen t o f Unit ed St a t e s , 

u n t ill i t c an be l a i d out u nder the d ire c t ion o f the Pr e s i -

dent, by an d with advice · an d cons ent of the Sen a t e . in su ch 

Safe a n d v a l u a b l e sto ck s a s those authori t i e s may approv e , 

for the Sole bene fit o f the Ch i ckas aw Nat i<;>n , an d t h is in­

v e stme nt Sha l be made with out de l ay , fr om Sa l e t o Sa le as the 

p roc e eds o f the land s may b e r ealized and t he i nt e r e s t o f it , 
to Ch iefs 

p a i d ov e r annua l l y the Ch ickas awl I t is a gr e ed that at the 

end o f t wenty f i v e years f rom the r at i f ic a tion , I f the Chi c k -

a s aws, deem p ropPer, they shal l be Authorised to dr a w from 

t he goverment all the money ,. whi ch they ma y h av e inves t ed , 
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o r they Shal l hav e t h e ri gh t to cont inue a l l of it wi th 

the g ov ernment a s befor e , or on such con d i tions a s the 

n 
part i es ma y a gr e e and t he r emaing one f ou r t h of the p ro c e eds 

o f the l a n d s s ol~d , shall annually b e p a i d ov er t o the 

Chi ckas aw ~ee~±e chiefs 

Artic l e 5th, 
Shou l d 

The Ch ickas aws . kaew-te p l a c e a Just v a lue on - an d r e -

war d ~ true r ea t nefs Ti s h - • Sh o-min- go their Nationa l Ora -

tor, is o ld , he is g oo d a n d he is p oor , this n at ion g i v es 

h i m one hundred Dolla r s f or e v e ry Ye a r whilst he l i v es a n d if 

his wi fe Su r vive s h i m t he Same amount t o her duri n h e r life . 

This Na tion giv es t o their o l d be loved qu een f i f t y Do l l a rs 

f or e v e r y Year She m~y Be-May-li v e - - live . Theose don a tions 

a r e t o b e pai d ou t o f the National f u nds a ri sing f r om the ir 

l a n ds . an d the Nation r equ es t s the Genl gov e rnment to ad-

v ance t o the s e p e rs ons untill the Chi ckas aw funds c ome into 

a ction , an e aqual amount o f which i s her eby p l ed ed t e -t£e 

t o the gov ernment , f or the amount whi ch may be pai d , Ti sh­

Sho-mi n - go and the que en . The a llowan c e t o the que en is 
s ome 

t o be pai d ov e r t o t£e di s cree t man t o b e appoint ed b y t h e 
the 

n a tiona l council , who shall p rudent l y di s p os e o f i t f orA 

queens u se , 

Ar ticle 6 t h 

I t is a greed , t hat a l l i mp rov ement s whi ch any of the 

Chickas aw p eop le o r whi t e men havin ch ickas aw f ami l i es may 

make, o r h av e made on any of the r es e rv at i ons Spoken of in 
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the Se cond article of t hi s tr eaty , Shall, when the occupant 

intiled , by this tre at y , s hall be r equired by the National' 

authority to l e ave t he p r emi s e s . Be v a lued ( by s ome h ones t 

man, to be appo i nted and pai d for his Services b y the Nat i ona l 

courtcil) at t he r e a l c a s h v alue of su ch improvments , and 

also the real c a s h v a l ue of a l l the l and within their i m-

provments, whi ch they may have c leared and a c tual l y cu l-

tivated, at l e a st one year in g ood farmin g c ondition, a n d 

Such v a luation o f the improvement , Shall be pai d t o the per-

son who Shall hav e made the same , out o f , the pro ceed ~ of 

the reserva t i ons on which the v aluation is made . The per-

son who sha ll v a l ue such l ands and i mprovements shal l g ive 
the 

to owner - t h ereof , a c erti f ic ate of the v aluation , whi ch 

Shall be a good vou cher for Such owner to draw the amount 

of money So certifi ed , from the person who Shall be appointed 

by the Nation al council , t o pay the same , and the mon ey shal l 

be paid Soon as may be conv enient after the valuat i on , To 

9Ra9le enable the pe r s on enti t l ed to it , to provide for emi -

g r at ion, The p rovi sions of this art icle i s t o i nc oura e 

indus try an d t o a i d t he chickasaws in remov e i n comfort ably , 

but lest desi gn , Sh ould abuse good i ntentions , b y hir e ing 

hands & clearing o r f enceing mo re l and , Than would o ther wi s e 

do, f or the beni f it o f f ami l i e s I t i s de t ermi ned that no 

valuation or payment Shall be made f o r an y i mprov ed lands 

over one eighth part o f the t r a ct a llowed an d r e s erv ed , 

f or such person to live on an d occupy , an d t his must abso lu te-



i t i s 
ly be well cult i v at ed wi th the occupants own f orc e , an dA 

furtne rmore a greed an d de t ermined t hat when e v e r the n a tiona l 

council de t ermines t o r emove , a ll the r i ght of ev e r y occu -

pant on . the whole t wenty- f i v e hu ndr ed Se c t ion Shall ceas e 

an d d e t ermi n e f o r ever and the ch i e f s as men t iond i n a rt i c l e 
shall 

t wo of this tr eat y t h enceforwar d be au thori sed t o Sell a nd 

convey the s ame a c cording t o the authori ties c ~tained in 

t hat s ame art i c l e 

Article 7 th 
that 

I t is agree d t o, by the contrac ting parties , the chi ck -

asaw pe op l e s hall an d they are he r eby permited an d author is ed , 
i f they c an 

to purch a se f or thems e lves I f , an y coun try taey of any Ind i a n 

t r ibe or tribe s we st o f the States of Mifs or~e Arkansas an d 

Louis ana wi thi n t he Unit ed St a tes , Ret - exe e eaiR§-eRe-h~napea 

mi±ee-e~~ape # The United State s , hereby a fsent t o an d con -

f irm t o the chi c kas aws , Such purchas e . And the p r esident 
c ause 

o f the Unit ed St ates Shall e ae~e a patent in fee Si mp le to 

b e made and Si gn ed by h i i n form commensurate wi th the 
as 

Ob ject conv eying and guaranteein~ the count r y eApurch sed 
t h e 

toAChi ckas aw p eop l e and to their genrations , So l ong as t h ey 

Shal l ex ist a s a Nation an d And Ra- shall u arant ee als o 

such c ountry , f ree f om the white man and the \fui tem ns l vs 

f o rev er, an d the ch ickas aws shall be a l l owed t o ov e r n them 

s e lve s s o f a r ns i t may be compatable wi th the general Ju r is-

dict i on Jhich con wr - f s mq! t~ink p roper t o exercise over 

t hem, an d the Uni t ed St a t e s will a l s o de f en d them f rom the 
n 

unjust hostili t i es of other I~i ans 
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Article 8 t h 

It is e xprefsly agreed by t he -parti es , that the Uni t ed 
, e 

States, Shall no t g r ant any r i ght o f p r efe r i nce o r of occu -

pance wh atever but in 1 1 c as es e i ther of purli c or private 

Sale, the l ands Sha ll be Sold t o the h ght est bidder and th t 

none o f the unre s e rved l a n ds be Sold i n smal ler t racts than 

quarter Sections , o r f r a c t i ona l Sect ons of the Same Si se 

as n e ar a s may be , u ntill the Chi ckasaw Na t i on , may r equir e 

the Pre sident , To se l l in smaller tr cts and t o insure to 

t he Chicka s aws f i r dealings i n the Sal e of the s e l a n ds It 

is agreed that fi ve year s after the fi r st Sales , the Ch cka -

saws may r equ e st the Pr es i den t , To se l l a t Such r edu c ed 

price as the Nat ion may then propose . It s h all be the du ty 

of president to Comp l y wi th the i r request , by f i rs t Offer-

i ng it a t publi~ after war d s a t priva te Sal e as i n a ll othe r 

lik e c as~s of Public l ands . 
Article 9th 

Whenev er t he Chickas aws de t ermine t o seek a h ome in the 

west they Sha ll i f they de em i t n e c e fs a ry and want funds b e ­

fore they ge t any f r om the i r l an d s , to a i d their views in 

t he Search an d a ttainment of a country, give the pre s i d ent 

time by notice, who will furn ish them t h e necefs a ry amount 

to meet the above exprefsed obj e cts, in whole or in p a rt , 

as the president may think fit an d what ev er amount may be 

So advanced, that Same runoun t t he bve rnment s h a ll r e t a in 

out of the Sales o f t h eir land s . 



Article l Oth 

It is exprefsly agreed that no pers on or persons , 

shall be permited to move into or settle on any p a rt of the 

chickasaw count r y , unt ill Such persons h a v e abs olut e ly pur-

chaced their resi d enc e , at t he government Sa le t hereof , And 

in all c ases , eeeaea of any p erson , Setling on any of the 

l ands here in c eeded , QeRt ~RiR -ee~~ tFy- contr r y t o this 

article. They Shall b e cohside r ed intruders te-tRis-aFt~ele 

and must be treated as Such Acco r di n g to t he f eder a l l aws , 

and it is further a greed , in r e l at ion to t h e Se cond a rtic le 
e 

o f this tr eaty . Th at a ll white min who hav e I n d ian familie s 

Shall h av e reservations ·o r not . Accord i n g t o the ru l e s l a id 

d own in Said Second a rticle and ac~o rding to the d i s crefsion 

of the Nat i onal council 

Article 11th 

I f the chi c k as aws Sha ll not b e a ble to e t a Su table 

home in t wo years from the r atificat ion of this treat y , in 

that ev ent, They sha ll give the Pr e s i dent du e noti c e , who 
sal e 

will postpone the f irst lan~to t hree y e a rs from the r a t fi - · 

cation o f this treaty , and in ev ent t he ch ickas aws cannot 
any of 

procure a Satisfactory h ome in t he west ou t of t h e St a tes 

or Teritories, i t is the exprefs un derstandin , a n d a r eement , 

that the chickasaws Nation r e sid e on t heir t wenty five hun-

dred reserved Sections , s o l ong as the Nation please , Acco rd-

ing to the Stipulations Contained in t h e se cond arti c le of 

this treaty. This Nat ion a t the same time , wh ch is a reed 
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to by the United St a t e s r e s erv e s the ri ght , o f r emai n i n i n 

t h e ir pre s ent country . ~Fam f our years i f their Nat i ona l 

prosperi t y Sh ould dire ct s u ch a course but i f they c an find 
ar e he r egy 

aaa and obt a i n a h ome e lsewher e , theyAp l edge , t o ~emove 

n at iona l y an d will,i So r emove , d thout ny delay at all 

Art ic le 12 t h 

The i mpr?vements of the human mi nd , by education and a 

p r a c ti c a l Knowl e d g e and use of the me chanic a l arts )rea t l y 

Softens the condi tion of mankind and whe reas i n this treat y , 

No provi s ion s has been made for such purposes , It is agr eed 
the 

by~Unit ed St ates , · and the Chickasaw Nation- That a l i n e Shall 

be in at the mouth o f Cany creek o f Tennefse river the pres -

e n t Ind i an b oun dary , runing up the me anders of that Stream 

So far - That a straight line from its mouth wi l l terminat e 
e i ght 

at eavaF mile s . From the mouth of this c reek dovm Tennefsee 

9Feek r i v er in-Cluding George Co lberts I 1 and in that river 

one mi le b~ow sa i d Colberts ferry , on the Same stream ei ht 

mile s, more or l efs , thenc e Such c ourse as will l eave buz.zar d 

roost f a r m aR (Lev i Colberts old plac e) one mi le on the 

lef t, aaa-s evea- fpem-sa~a extendi n on t he same cours e t o 
e i ght 

the top o f the f i rst moun t ain £eveR Miles , more or l e f s , 

from Sai d rive r , from this point di re c t t o the point on eF 
e i ght 

Cany creek . aevea mil es as before , fr om its mou t h , a l l the 

the l ands cont a ined wi thin thes e l i n es , is hereby r eserv ed 

f rom the previous r e s e rva ti ons of 2500 Se c tions an d f r om 

govermenta l sal es and i s pla c ed u nder the entire co n trol 
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o f the p rincipal ch i e f Major Lev i Colbert , Co lo Georg e Col -

bert & Tish -sh o-min-go-. In whose names the president of 

United Stat e s will isue p atenti i n fee simple -- a ll which 

l an d Sha ll b y the s e per s ons o r a ma jority of them , be Sold 

a t priva te Sa l e to any person or persons For not lefs than 

thre e Dolla r s for ev ery a cre , unlefs authorised to sell some 

part f or l efs b y the presiden t o f the Unit ed St ates and the 
Ramea 

proce eds app r op riated by the above named B. belov ed a n d 
pr i ncipal 
Ch i e fs of the Nat i on . f or the improvement of the chicka ­

# or d i spo s e of i t, unde r the powers herein v e s ted , 
a ccord i n g to the old King s dire c ti ons . 

saws# exc ept t he Iland as ·mentioned in the Tennefsee riv e r 

which shall iRe~Pe i nure to Geo r g e Colbert an d his he irs 

f or ever i n fee Simp l e -- And the Pres i dent will i ssue a pat -

ent f or i t , ac cordin gl y , To retain or Sell & lawfully covey 

as h e may choose 

Article 13th 

It i s exprefsly agreed to by the United States and the 

Chickaw Nat ion , That the tr eaty v1h i ch was made and Si ghned 

between these contracti~~ partie s in t he To 'm o f Franklin 

in the s t ate of Tennefsee i n au gust 1830 , b e and the Same 

is hereby decla re d null and voi d i n a ll its p a rts , as i f 

the Same had never been made . Article 14 t h That friend -

ship, which has a l ways hereto f ore ex isted be t ween the United 

St a tes and the Chi c k asaw Nat ion , is hereby renewed an d perpet ­
Tr eat y 

u a t ed f or ev er, and the articl e s i n this s~ lemeRte in a ll 

their part s, shal l t ake affe c t and be c ome obli atory on t h e 

Contra cting parties so Soon as the Same sha l l be r atified 

34 



by the President by and with the a dvic e an d consent of the 

senate of the United St a tes. In t!stimony wher e of t h e 

commifsioner plenipotentiary of the Un i t ed States, and 

the King mingoes and head men o f the Chickas aw Nat ion , 

have hereunto set-feFtk sub s cribed , their n ame s , an d affixe d 

their Seals this t wenty second day of November i n the Year 

of Our Lord one thousand eigh t hu ndr ed an d thir t y t wo . 

Si gned in the J ames Colbert 

presents of Ho=to =pa King of the tJhickas aws 

Doughert i ' Co l b ert Secty h is 

John. L . Allen 

Sub Agea:b.t f o r 

the Chickas aws 

wm H Allen. 

of Mifsifs' a 

Jno Daniel of 

Alabama 

Alexander Co lbert 

Ti sh=sh o =mi n = o 

Geo r ge Colbe rt 

Sam} Seal y 

Cap t ~ ~ McGive r y 

Toh =pul =chah 

Pis=tu l tut tubbee 

Lev i Co lbert 

I saac Al berson 

Ile ha-c a r t u b be 

Tam she cah 

Ah =t o co=wah 

Co =chu b =bee 

X 

mar k 

h is x mar k 

h i s X mar k 

h is x ma r k 

his X mar k 

his X mark 

his X ma r k 

his X mark 

h i s X ma r k 

h i s X m r k 

h i s X mark 

his X ma r k 

I m mer=h o lut t ubbe h i . x mar k 

Tishtim otutc _ h s-xrror 

Pitman Colbert ----- - - - -- -- -

Oke l a r nar nub b a h i s x mar k 

h is 
X 

mar k 



Ish tie ut ub ba 

Cho ut ta ha -

Oke lar shuck ubba 

Chickasaw nac nub ba 

Feel lar mo tub ba 

his x mark 

his x mark 

his x mark 

his x mark 

hi s x mark 

{OIA: 1832 Chickasaw. Chickasaw Kin & Chiefs . ) 
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Chickasaw Nation NoY, 22d 1832 

To the Pre sident o f the Unit ed State s 

My great and beloved Fat her 

As the near of my Nation, my heart t ells me it is right 

that I p l a c e truth before you , and if you have looked me 
often 

in the face and dealt with my heart , afterwa r d long enough , 

to credit my words , you shall have truble in its nakednefs , 

I had not lived and c ast my senses , as you know, a long the 

whitemans march , wi th my eyes shut, alth a man from the h an d 

of God can no more chang e princip les fixed in him, than he 
I 

can chang e hi s s kin, so it is , with the Ind i an , an d his 
n 

native land , whe~ he hears of a dep artur e f rom it , his h e ar t 

lik e the stricken deer , reels a n d falls , but h e may not di e -

I saw the white mans march was to take my country , I pre -

pared my mind and the mind of my Nation f or it . 

I reci e v ed Gent , Co f fe e s mefsage ann ounc i n g the treaty 
"the annuity come on a t the s ame time 

on the 15th o f S eptemb er ,, In one or t wo days Colo : Terrell 

- visit ed my tent , with a t a l k vhich I guifsed (Bet never 

knowing ) was Gent, Coffee s , to induc e from me a distinct 
This 

proposition to sell our e~p coun try . Conference Clos ed and 
ae that o 

I aB.Ei asked Colo. Terri l l t o say , j\ my Nation, h a d no prOJ).si­
to make 

tion~ I f any was made it must come from Genl Coffee . This 
to 

gentleman in gene ral Council on the 24th h e hande dA me the 
and 

written bafsis, of :Ghat - ay his tre a ty . Marked A here ·vith 

sent, my Nation from day to day untill the 29 t h Consulted 
the 

on thi s basis On that day , handed to~ Gen~ the Coppy o f a 
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paper marked B consenting to conside r the treaty . Whi ch 

was forthwith pres ent ed an d with which my Nati on wa s not 

satisfied, b e cause the f our t h article provided that the 

lands to be r e s erv ed f o r the r es i den c e of my pe ople until l 

their removal, should be sold by the overnment , whi ch is 
t he 

not, within basis , ~Rti±-tRe~P -Femeva± and the chiefs uni -

v ers a ly desired , unde r proper regulat i ons t o r etain that 

ri ght themselves , and vre were wi th one voi c e appozed to 

any part o f the p ro c eeds of t hese l ands , being vest ed wi th 
at 

the United Stat es , al l , whi ch investmen t as p~ treaty , is 
we 

not wi thin, bu t out of the basis , see a rticle four want ed 

this money in our own powe r , t o pay the debts of my Nation, 

whi ch must be done before we go -- To mee t expenc es in the 

s earch and payment f o r a c ountry wes t . To r emov e my Nation 

to it and to feed and sustain my pe op le on their new h omes 

unt ill they can again build h ouses c lear farms and and ge t 

stock about them . There was in this t r eat y , no guar d agains t 

Speculation . The ele c tion of res erv a t i ons , an d the valua­
our 

tion of i mprovments , I bel ev ed be long~ to~ational cou n cil, 
not 

and to the Pr e si dent , b e c aus e - exclus v e l y , this is my n a -,.. 

tions intere st and businefs , the national funds pays f or i t , 

and the solid int e r e st s of my Nation verry much depends on 

it. Thi s f ourth art i cles pays t o my Nation a ll the n ett 

proceeds of t hese r eserved l an d s , but the t enth, t akes , 

without condition, t hree fourths of it a n d fixes it with 

the United States , to my Nat ion this was di sagreeable , a s 
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well a lso was -- the establishment of t wo l and offi ces with 

t wo extra cle r ks -- wi th one registe r and re c iever , we were 
the 

cont ent. During the advi sement of my Nation , previous to~ 

presentation o f my note in reply to the Gen~s basis . The 

g r eat bo dy of this Nation had in repeated and solemn coun-

cils, po s it i ve l y determined, that not one reservation i n the 

whole count r y should be allowed , except Colberts Iland . This 

deturmi ned fa ct Genl Coffe e had from my mout h and Pitman 

Colbert S r epeatedly , but he would not agx•e e t o it , and we 

a ll think , to g ive or not give r eservations ; was our own 

n a tive question , often he sent f or the Chi ckasaw commifsion-

ers to his quarters , and told us . If we did not allo1 r es -

erva ti on s our great Father the Br e sident would not li ke it , 
v erry stran e 

and b e disturbed wi th us , an d would think it that we deni ed 

ours e lves r e serv ations , · e told him that God gav e the coun -

try to all the Nation , no one had a b et ter ri ght than anoth-

er, The half breeds got a wi de field , they got more Intel- ' 

i gents than the Indi ans , and the treaty let them choose 

where t hey eB.E.H3ee-~leaee.a ',will , they would take a great 

d e al o f the v e r ry best l and and l eav e the p oor , we had a 

country to f i nd we knowd not where t o buy it , If we h d 

to buy o f t he Mexi c ans, a 1 r ge sum of money must be ready , 

we h ad to move to this home pay our debts and liv e when we 

got t here, l et u s do a l l these things of first ne cefsity , 

then r es t t he ba l anc e with the government and draw on the 

intere st. Gen~, Coffee say n o . on this question you must 
get 

sleep one ni ght more , he rould the Ind i ans , the half b r eeds 

33 



( 
Ind ian 

and ~hit e men withAfamili e s t o ge t her n ext day , at the coun-

cil h ou se , among us . IIe wi l l he l p i se t t l e this matter I 
n ot 

tell Gent, Coffe e it is worth wh i le to sleep on a qu e stion 
n 

s o well c~sider ed and f i nal l y de t e r mined , He rep li ed , we 

must a l l meet h i m tomorrow and so we d i d , The Genl a n d the 

hal f b r e e d s made sev e r a l talk s , a t l as t the Genl a s ked me i f 

my mind was f i xed no t to a llow res erv a t i ons I t o ld h im t h e 
wa s 

g r e at b ody of my Nat i on against r e s ervation s an d my mind was 

with them, He as k e d me what wa s my mi nd about the Fr a n k l in 

t r eaty , i f i t wa s proper to riv ive any part of it , I a s ked 

h i m i f that tre a ty live d , He sai d the g ov e rnment h ad fa ild 

to fu l fil i ts par t , i t wa s pai d , bu t a s the Chi ckas aws v- e re 

a l way s ready and willin g to fulfil all the i cont r a cts it 

mi ght b e p roper to r eviv e s ome part of it , I told h i m it 

was us e l e fs to tal k about t he dead . He said wel l , h e would 

write ou t another t r eat y , such as he thought r i ght if , ve 

s i gned it - we l l - i f not , he would go h ome , s o we part ed 

a s we met exc ept a litle more h eat , In a day or two , he 

p r es en t ed hi s t r e aty mar ke d D t he v e r y same as b efore , on 

t o the elev n t h a rt i c le ; whi ch rviv e d a par t o f the treat y 

o f F r a n k lin , a l l owinr, and g iving the Ind ians , h a l f breeds , 

a n d some wh it e men n o t of Ch i c k as aw famili es , 39 . 360 a cres 

o f choice land in f ee s i mp l e among them was s e v e r a l Chi c ka ­

saw commi f s i one rs t hen ~ith the Gen 1 in t r eaty , and b . the 

1
/ 12th article , gav e t o four o thers 5 , 120 a cre s of choi c e 

l and i n fee simp l e to keep o r t o s e ll , in the same a r ti c le 
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I near one hundr ed s e c tions are i v en to half breeds and white 

men, with Indian f arnilys . the veFFy verry persons a a i ns t 

whom t he Chiefs had been s o l on contending . To this treaty , 
s 

all o f us r enewed our obje c tions , the Gent again insited 

that t he fu l l and half b l oods should again meet in council . 
not 

Th e Genl Levi Colber t nor Pitman Colbert ~ere to be pres-

ent, The parties mee t , the half breeds after thier talks , 
them 

asked the chiefs one by one if they would allow r eservations , 
d the 

one by one the old chiefs answred no , and turn to ~"arriors 

and a s ked them if they would defend them in this Opinion , 
they would n 

the warr iors rep lied so/ they parted as they me t . The coclud-

ing a rt i c le of this treaty g ive to me Levi Colbert , ten sec-

tions, more , in all fif t een sections and a half , I re c ieved 

this news iR-my from Genl Coffee , by Col . Te r ell in my tent 

b e fore this treaty , was public , The mefsen g e r exp lained to 

me with g r eat c{arnefs & force , the immense v alue an d im-

portance of 9 . 920 acres of wel l selected first rate land , 
bosom 

which mi ght be got in the v erry of Steam navigation for 

the happinefs of my nation I had Struc k my cour se , my stand 

was tak en a n d Genl Coffee Knew i t , When Col . Terrell finished 

f { I said to h i m When Gen}, Coffee attempts to buy my honesty , 

he must h a v e a p ile of money high as my head then I will 
c ome 

Kee p my h one s ty still, and the money must~too from the United 

States Tre asury an d n o t from my Nations po cket to put in 
hon es t y 

mine, and then my shall stay with me still. 

m~Re-aRa- tben-my -bene aty-stay- ~tb-me-at~ ll 
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I cant tell what make s Gen1 Coffee love r es ervations 
time s 

so hard and so long . Thr ee h e has been told no r e serva-

tions can b e allowed, most t hree weeks gone away , since 

he hang on t his question and got so much heat in our Camps 

with the h a l f breeds , I vi ll t e ll h i m t oday i f h e doe s not 

quite these r e se r vat ions , I will qu it t h e treat y . 

The Gen~ wrot e anothe r tr eaty, l eft out one l and Of-

fice and ma de s ome unimportant amendments bu t s til l it 

seemd to us , the half Br eeds a r e res erves from pe culi ar 

words in the t r eaty mi ght remain on them a l ong t i me or 
s pi te 

give verry long l ease s , in of the Na t i ons actua l r emova l , 

To t he Genl by the Chickas aw Commifs ion er s v a r i ous amend ­
propos ed 

ments in r e s pe ct ful briefs were ~est eaea all of VThich , is 

h erewith s ent, and a l mo s t al l , was re j e ct ed , an Other ob -

. t• . 15 f JeC 1on 1s 20 o my p eop l e ar e t ot ally i n capable of s e l e ct -

ing any l and of worth , men of sen se and honesty , we think 
en t s 

Ought to do t h i s , my Nati on a l so Obj ect ed t o the gove rnm ~ 

selling t hese r e serva t ions -- To the P~e si dent appoint i n g 

the p erson to value t hem or t he agent t o pay f or them 

and i t is obj e ct ed a l so, t hat both t h e sur veyor Gener a l s 

and land off ice , as to thei r durat ion is without limit . 

The investment of any part of t he proceeds of t he r eserved 

lands - was - and now is ob j ect ed t o , On t he exami nation 
of 

of my proposed amen&nen t s , t o that t r eat y and~the t r eaty 

signed since and herewi th s ent , i t will be s een wh e t her 

t he wishes of my ~99~!9 Nat ion wer e or are , ri ght or 

wrong , I think t he Chi ckas aw Commi f sioners wi th other 
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Chi efs and Warriors Kept thi s treaty t wo o r t h re e days 

at my qu arters , we Cou ld no t , n or did we e ver - understood 
of it · 

o r appro ve 

I-c aut -tQll-wbat-m~ke g-~en1 -G e~~ee 

~y pe ople we r e wo r n out , they Could no t get t he ir 

annuity t ill the treaty was done f o r the last we e k were 

v e r ry badly fed an d most o f them gone h o me At the Genls 

r eque st what ch ickasaws , were on the ground a t tended , a 
was 

li t tle b e ore ni ght , ny health verry bad , at c andle li ght 

Gen} , Coffee Called on the chiefs to sign the t r eaty , This 

he done repeate d lX , They he sit a t ed and said RetRiR there 

wa s Something in i t they d id not understand and requested 

t o postpone untill tomorrow, at which the Genl . got angr y 

and a c cused the Chiefs with i gnoranc e , dup licity , and 

meanefs , charged them with trifling with his o ff i cial 

char a c t e r as we ll as with his private SRaPaat fee lings . 

He t old them i f they would not sign the pape r then he would 

l eav e them and got up of f his Seat and went off a s tho he 

was gone , absent a few minute s , and r eturned and commenc ed 

h i s vi llify i ng the chiefs - again , and t o ld them R -tela 
t iiii l eav e them and 

taem they must sign the paper then or he wouldAnev e r re-

turn , te- tRem- ~R to try t o make a treaty 71 th them 

again , they mi ght remain , ~R e p -tae suffer and die under 

t h e st ate l aws for what he cared - After lon contined 

abus e an d menac e from Gent Coffee , ±t- a - Re t the Chi efs 

si~ed the pape r or treaty 
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The s e ro nd paper sighned on next day , was p r es ented 

to t he chiefs by M~ Se cr e t ary Anderson in. pre s ence of Genl 

Coffee , It was not read , The Ch iefs ~ere told , that the 

p a per had b e en read b y Levi Colbert and o thers or read an d 
h i m 

explained to taem and 1as wel l unders to od . -- therefore 

i t ;as unne cefsary to r ead it and interpret i t to them, 
at time 

Lev i Colbe rt was~that absent and si ck in hi s tent on t h ese 

representations , . the chiefs pres ent , signed the pape r 
ye t 

wi t hout knowihg what was in it , Nor do they know its con-

tents i ts -eeateats , On the third day the supplementi wa s 

presented , r ead , and Genl Coffee told the I ndians , that -

that paper was to cure a l l the defe c ts in the fi rst paper 
he 

as had promised them - Levi Colbert was still absent and 
t 

si ck . About the t i me Genl Coffee pres e~ed us with his 

treat y about gove rnment s e lling our l ands and putin s o 

much money in s tock , my Nat ion di d not know what to do , 
treat 

we were disposed to ae±± , but we d i d not 1mow how to do 

it , To our help , we invit ed Capt Cook~~ Cooper a ttorney 

at l aw Co t Terrell an d our Subagent I' a jor Al l en , I had 

1movm these men l ong , ti:me an d they all had the confiEleae 

dence of my n a tion & I thought had the confi denc e o f Genl 

Coffee . These gentleman explain~ plainly , the Nature of 

gov ernment land sales - and ban k sto ck , so that in l efs 

than t wo days vre go t a lon unde r ,o o d way , soon t o finish 

t he treaty , when this distractin g reserv a tion question 
this 

c ame up . They vi ewi n matter pure l y , tae pure ly Chi ka­
we 

saw left us , untill would settle it . The half breeds 
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I 

supported Genl Coffee and the Genl surpport ed them, The 

alarm was common that t he Gen1 would neve r treat withou t 

reservations . I f t he Chiefs would no t a llow them, it was 
he 

strongly imprefsed on us , that would tr eat with the half 

breeds themselves , 

they h a ve no power, 

can~ get r e serve s . 

I said i f he will he must , they mtist 

'men the half breeds and ·the Genl 
get 

He s eemed t o mad and des per ate , he ..... 

disiiDed my whit e f r iends to l eav e my quarters , l eav e the 

chiefs to h i m, our fr i ends done s o , an d my Nation was 

leeft ~elplefs and fr i endl efs . This a c t in Gen~ Coffe e 

my nation t ook verry hi ard and v erry unkind . He wa s a man 
nat u r e 

of experi a n c e an d educ ation we were rude from the hand o f 

e ~-Ra~YPe , He he had hi s Se cretary an d o ther enli ghten~ 

friends around h i m, we were deprived o f the few friends 

on whom we could re l y , He wished of my Nation a t r eaty , 
a ll 

new to us , a~~ in al l i ts re l ations , e knew not how, to 

get alon g wi th i t , our f ri ends l aboured as sincerely , to 

1 
promot e a tre a t y - and a t r eaty , strictly , within Gen-

. 1 
Coffees b a sis , as h i mself , Gen- Coffee did , and I t old 

hal f and 
him if he would l e t them b r eeds eP t1o or three \hitemen 

a l one i n four 
who were troub ling his ears ±eRe-iR-f etiP days we could 

finish a go od t r eat y My Fath~r , I beg you t o listen I 

kno~ Gen! Coffee St ands near y ou r heart , d I am amon 

the l a st men , who rould d o o r say any thing to v10und your 

feelings but f a cts i n t his matter , your gene r osity will 

f orgive - I n t he Fr an k lin t r eaty , r e s ervations were iven 
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to Ma j or Allen Col, Reynold s Mc Clish and Magie , a t:A.eFs 

with o thers, and t o myself , f ive se c t i ons and a h a lf . 

The r en ewa l o f any part of this t r eaty , a n d the allowance 

o f r e s erv e s a t the treaty of Pont e to c, the Genl wel l knew 

a t an e arly day , would not b e a gree d to , He p refs ed these 

matt e rs on us, so RaF h a rd , & So l ong , and s o rough , this 
a ll 

was the f oundat ion , a n d final lof s o f confidence on both 

Sides, I t o ld h i m the Nati on had giv e n Strong he l p t to en-

lighten our half b r eed s we wanted their he l p in our coun-

cils we had paid many thousands o ~ dollars of their debts 

to s a v e them from the white laws nothing paid bac k , they 

a r e the f irs t of our Nat ion to turne agains t - ~t what 

t he st eady old chiefs believe ; the mo st soli d goo d f or 

t h is Nat ion - they se em to c a l culate for their own p ockets 
Count ry h i m was 

for ge t f ul o f their Qa~BtFy , I t old my Nation soon to be 
J 

J 
left 'alone t o sea r ch a new an fair o h ome a ll the troubles , 

on 
ex p enc e s and e v ils of it , we r e af our own backs - no help 

but the pri c e of our coun try , It was my int en t ion to v e st 

large l y , t hrough the Pr e sident in b an k sto ck l et the old 

corn st and and my gen erations feed on the new , year by 

year, but I qanted a good country first I ~ished he would 

s hut h is ear s to t h is hal f pe op l e an d let us make a treaty 

all Satisfied old friends , I pro p osed to the general man y 

amendments t o his t r eaty , Such as my heart tells m~ , wa s 

just f o r the g ov errunent and my Nation , He denies my words , 

I tell h im, my wo rds a r e the wishe s and words of my n ation , 
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( which he has long known v ery plain) he says my Nat ion g ot 

no sense , I tell him , i f my pe ople make a bad bargan it 

will be our lofs , not the governments , he says h e knows 

b est f or us and 1ould d o i t , s o I kno1 all confidenc e and 

good feeling s i s gone . This makes the t r eaty l ast fi v e 

we eks , a f ew o f my people signed those papers influenced 

b y the i mpetus of mf the moment , and at that moment , hop ­

ing for that redre f s from our Father the p r es i dent whi ch 

we think the state o f the Gen!s feelings deni e d us , in 

treaty , f o r in addition t o my f ormer observations at the 

Signing of the treaty men the Gen1 got u p and went off 

he siad as he h a d repeatedly said before , that i f we d i d 

not sign the treaty then , that he was authoris ed by the 
ever 

President t o say , t hat - that was the last time , he would 

send a commifsionr t o us , and if we did n o t si ghn then , 
u 

he wo)d dire ctly l eave us for e ver , to the severitys o f the 

state l aws , We thou :>ht this gentleman , was the friend o f 
and 

the Pr e si dent brou ~t to us , his heart , that he was the of -
"' 

ficer o f o f a gr eat gove rnment , Mad wi th my Nation , an d my 

Nation we ak , we l ooked f or a l l the furies on us , So we 

sign the paper , When my Father us ed to treat with us he 

g ave to us, a coppy o f ~vhat v1as d one I sent p tman Col ­

bert and my son to the Gen1 the ev ening b efore he start ed 

from the treaty EJ ound r equsting co ppi es of a ll which had 

been done v erry harsh l y - he denied my mefsingers , the 

next day he s ent t o me the l etter marked II but I should 
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verry much like to know , what was in that dumb pape r be -

caus that paper g ive s me much uneasinefs , as do es the 

suppliment , f or I never savr e i ther , In r elation to the 

Sal t lick a n d land s on the rive r San dy in Tennefsee I ask 

leave to say a f erv wo r ds I was down s ick in my tent Genl 

Coffe e come to me and said you hav e now Sald your Country 

Nothing have b een done wi th the salt lick and land on Sandy 

river in Tenn~fsee I say to Genl Coffee I am t oo s ick to 

talk about it , Your h onour and your Justice for it d o what 
do 

is ri ght , I was unable to any thing- Well- he went off , and 

I hear from all hands white and red that he put in the sup -

p liment , in this way, he c eeds these 16 S e ctions to the 

g overnment at one Dollar and twenty fiv e Cents the a cre 

a nd binds the go v ernment to pay to Mr Curren one dollar 

f or ev ery a cre and the Chickasaws one t wenty fi v e cents 

for e v e ry a cre I c ant see the r eason e f or the Just ice 

of this way . 

Robert P . Currin has paid us but fi v e hundre d dol lars , 
is 

the treaty o f Frank lin j_s dead , this a ll we c an get , Why 

that gentle man should r e ci e v e ten thousand t wo hundr ed 

and forty dollars out of our property f or f ive hundred 

seems to my Nation v erry s t r ang indeed . 
an d 

My father -- I be g the Pr e sidend the Senate to con-

sider o f the lo f ses, w~~st toils , expences and difficulties , 
the 

my Nat ion must meet in removing t o we st , this qu estion now 

from its nature can~ b e Coun ted , but to a whole Nation is 

appalling . rrhe Chickasaws feel a Native born attachrnint 
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I for their Country and i t s eems to me true , that nature 

J 

I 

I 

I 

p r esents nothing in the we st , whi ch can make ¢ the Ch ick-

asaws more happy the r e - than here , thei r Native and be -

loved land . It is true , that my Nation b e come willin~ t o 

sell their Country , to put down that bitter question of 

Statal Soverei gnty , to keep peace in the white family , to 

preserve the Uni on of the Unit ed States whose friendshi p 

and prot e c tion we want , and our selves , to get away , from 
whit e 

t he troubles 9"tH? which our brothers f ixed upon us , It is 
A 

the r e sult of our wea1mefs and we Surrender te-eYF our 

Coun try to cure the ev ils we never created , The whole 

question considered, to us it se ems right , that the United 

States pay to the Chi ckas aws one hundred thous and do l l ars, 
the pr esident and Senate 

s asked f or i n their treaty , We hope Our father will 
their 

think with us and afford ~s powerful a i d , this will he l p 

softin the Chickasaw$ hearts , convince them of the liber ­
and 

aimty e~ Justice of the United States , and promote the 

brothe r hood of the whi te and the red man in the west , My 

gr e at an d b e lov ed father , the whole Cho ckasaw Nat~o~, by 
last m i 

my heart and my mouth , in this att e~t ed bargan , f or their 

last f oot of l and with in the Uni t ed Stat es , beg l eave t o 

speak as they feel , my who le nati on , is deep ly difsati s­

fied wi th Genll Coffees tr eaty , for r emedy , we do not 

Cast our s e lves int o the arms your enemys , but li ke true 

and faithfu l children , we come fi rst t o you and bring our 
to 

complaint sAour fathe rs wisdom and justice , we a s k of h i m 



to except of our treaty of t h is date , with wh i ch my rhole 

nation will b e s atisfi ed and st rong fri en ds a s they a l ways 

have b een, My father , at the treat y at pont e to c, we FS 
l an ds 

~ere shorn of our fri ends , of our Gs~RtPy and of t h e gov-

ernment we always love~ our country , loved f or age s , by 

one treaty or the othe r , is gone , Soon to bla ze with the 

white mans fires and my nation agai n must ki ndle a feeble 

light, i n wildes wh e r e the ax no r the ho e has n ever be en 

heard, but my f a t he r wi ll do u s justice now, and l e t u s 

part in pe a ce , so that I may have t r uth in my mouth , and 
for 

say to my ·p e ople in the we st , a l tho i t was ne cefs ary ¢1 
happinefs of 

the 4United Stat e s , to have our old Count r y , ye t Gener a l 

Jacks on and the Senate , has been h one st Just and lib er a l , 

I want my fathe r , t o l ay a f oundati on now, t o ke ep down 

t he tomehawk, in Ch ickas aw hands f or ever , Wi ll my f at her 

listenea my Chie f s and warri ors hear d the Pr e sidents t a l ks 

which he made to us , at l?r anklin i n t h e house of Godi 

:A.etise Remember myFabher , the true and l i vin g f ires , whi ch 
bre ast 

caught in your peat f lowed i n your eye s , an d i mported , a 
n heavenly flame into a l l our bosoms - , c a my Nat i on now, 

in the midst of its di ff icult i e s , look t o this pr es i dent 

and the aonstitution wh i ch rule s him , f or a prot e cting 

gtia guar di an , Can t h e injured , in their weaknefs , f i nd in 

this man , a never failing f r i end , A bro ad f i e ld my f a t her 
presented 

is ~pss~aeRt , it is the cause of Justi ce, humanity and 

wee weaknefs, It is not the voice of etiF restive men , 
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ought to 
which eaB awake , the sensibi litys of the Pr esiden t and 

Senate , but a the cry , of a n aked nation , cont ending with 

one man for their national rights , will a rm thos e authori-

ti es to defend the p ower l efs , and iB-tBis - f~ela -te show 
the 

to world t hat - that s pirit o f l ibert y and equality , whi ch 

distinguishe s the United St ate s from 11 the ~mpir es in 
is not as many 

the world/ mi ht i magine , a j ealousy ·and defence of t h ier 

own _p a rticul a r rights , an unwillir:g nefs to be apprefsed 

themselves, but a high re spe ct for the ri hts of Others ,-

an unwillingn efs , that any man high or low should be 

wronged , 

2his is the living shadow o f the gr eat Spirit . 

The insid e drefs , whi ch the Almi ghty cherishes , an d g ives 

to true gr eatnefs , all its a c t ionl a nd all its i mmortality , 

these in t he American charac ter tells - t o the rorld , that 
gav e 

- - tha t liberty whi ch God and a shing ton left has no se cur -
·"'~ 

ity , any further , than this uprightnefs and Just benevo-

lence actua tes and go v erns community 

and 
Truely y our o ld a const ant fri en d 

his ) 
Levi x · Co lbert ) principal chief 

mar k )o f the Chickasaw 

Ho to pa King of the Chi ckas aws x Yim it ub ba his X mar k 

Tish She mingo his X ma r k In k i za his X mar k 

x George Colbert his X mark Mah to cush ub ba his x mark 

sam1 Sealy his X mark I S ta kin tub ba his x mark 

Capt I]. McGilvery his .X mark Eye yum mo tub b a h i s x mark 
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Toh peel cah 

Pis tul ub ba 

:bevi-Ge±eePt 

his x mar k 

his x mar k 

h is x mar k 

Par- sha muh s tub ba h is x mar k 

Isaac Alb erson 

J ames Bro\m 

Im oke l er sher h o 

piza 

his x mark Jame s olf 

Ib bar rna hut ub ba h i s x mar k 

Tam she cah . his x mar k 

•:e oo k l ub ba 

Ib bar ma hub ba 

Ah to co wah 

Co chub ba 

his x mark Ni n u ck ar b a 

his x mark E mub ba 

Cah nar m ker 

h i s x mar k 

h i s x mark 

R~ s-x -:maPk 

his x mark 

his x mar k 

his x mark 

his x mark 

his x mark I m mor h o tut ub ba his x mark 

x Pitman Co lbe r t R~s-x -mapk 

Ish tim mo tut c a his x mark 

Oke l a r nor nub ba his x mark 

I zar hun tub ba his x mark 

Ib bar ma hut ub ba hi s x mark 

Fitch ar p la his x mark 

Ch ickas · w n or nub ba hi s x mark I l l a r fa nub ba his x mark 

Ful l a r mo tub ba his x mark Con tim ie ut ub ba his x mark 

F o lo t a cher his x mark Pis tor lub ba his ~ mark 

Ber ha cut ub ba his x mark To colth he cha his x mark 

Er thli c a his x mark E lup ar ba 

Oon t e r ha cut ub b a hi s x mark 

Kin h i cha his x mark 

o ni c a p a 

Shup pavr wa 

his x m::tr k 

his X · m.: rk 

his x mark 

Oke l a r shu ck ub bu Jr I m mer ho tul ub ba his x mark 

h is x mark 

Cun nush c ash ker his x nmrk I m mer ho ber 

I sh t a ke o kit ub ba his x mark 

J ame s Glove r 

Oke lor e lub ba 

Th~r seal y 

his x mark 

his x mark 

his x mark 

his x mark 
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E h i o chil ub b a 

Er far me r 

Hush t ah t ah hub ba 

Chake war tub ba 

Ch ick cub ba 

h is x mark 

h i s x mar k 

h is x mar k 

h i s x mar k 

his x mar k 

Si gn e d in t he p res i n c e o f the followi ng pe r s ons 

Dougherty Co lbert Se c ¥ , f o r the Chi ck as aws 

John L Allen 

John A Bynum 

W~ H. Al len of Mi fs 

Jno D Terre ll o f Alab ama 

Alexande r Co lbe rt 

(OIA: 183 2 . Chi ckas aws . Chi efs t o the Pr e si dent . ) 
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day 
Articles Supplementary to a treaty this eRtepeQ entered 

into between 

And the chiefs o f the chickasaw Nat ion 

Article 1st The commifsionersof the United States 

have informed the Chick asaws , t hat the goverment had n o h ome 
that 

f or them unlefs they could procure one from the Chock t aws.-\ 

part o f the Chock t aw country whi ch they might dispose of . 
wide 

Is most ly~ pr~iri e , & h a r d l y any wood or water . Fo r this 

consideration it is no t apprehended that the chi ckas aws 
the 

can et a s atisfactory h ome westward within~Unit ed States . 

They a r e disp osed to obtain if they c an . A countr y bound ing 

on Louis ani a north and on the Ch ock t a rJS east , Occup i ed by 

the Cado e Indi ans . And owned by Mexico , For this c oun try , 
have 

the Chickas aws will to pay a l a r ge sum in mon ey , The de -,., 
sire v e r y mu ch , t o r e st under the protec tion of the United 

St ates, and r equest , that f at any t i me . The State or 

provinc e of Taxes, "Shoul d fall within t he Jurisdiction of 
if 

the Unit ed States , that their countrY. within the provinc e 

afores aid , Shall be guaranteed to them , and their de c end-

ants fr ee from Stat e l aws or the intrus ons of the ~fu te 

Frumilyi. The United Stat e s consent t o this - And make 
a ccord i n gl y 

the quarant ee,., 

Article 2d 

On the 19t h day of October 18 19 , It wa s on the part cula r 

re quest o f t he chiefs and for the benifit of the poor o f this 

Nat16n, That a t ract of l and , cot a inin four mi l e s Squ re , 
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river 
to include a Salt lick o r sprin g on or near the Sandy , A 

branch o f the Tennefsee river , an d VJithin the land ce eded 

At that tre a t y , Be r eserv ed, a n d l easea , to Ameri ca n citi-

zens, whi ch l eas e has not been complied with, And it is 

understood this l and has r ev erted t o the Chi c kasaws , It 

i s agreed by the Contr a c ting p arties - That the United 

States accept the cefsion of a ll this l and at one Dollar 

and t wenty fi v e c ents p e r a c re , five hundred Dollars o f the 
with 

amount l awful interest thereon , from the date of the Fr anklin 

treaty till eighteen months after date o f this treaty , Shall 

be paid to Robert P . Currin of Frank lin Tennefsee and the 
Chi efs 

balance t o the Chickas aw ~taePity to be by the Nationa l 

Council , Appropriated t o the payment o f the donations made 
othe r 

to Tish- sho -mingo a n d the old queen , to p oor Wi dows a n d etaeps 

o rphans , And to suc h o ther ne c efsitous p ersons a s the coun­
the 

oil may think deserves it, I t is no t c e rtain with~ ~chi cka -

saws, whether the l ease of their trustees to LevTis and Cur­
the 

rin is valid or not , Of this ~gov ernment will Judge . And 
at 

ifAall, take the l and on its own responsibility 

Article 3d 

It is agreed that the Surveyor Gen eral, The rejiste r 

and peeevep revieve r. Shall Shall hav e the free use of 
ble l and 

cultivated Suffici ent f or their p l entiful Surport \Vhilst .... 

their office s exist , except those persons Should i mprov e 

as a farm On a different quarter Se c tion than that on wh "ch 

their Offices may b e erected , In this ev ent, No Such im­

proved land Shall be exempt fr om Sale except the quarter 
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Section on whi ch these Offi c es may Stand , And i t is further -

more a g reed that the l and Offi c e Shall c eas e at the expira-

tion o f t e n years , without a n ew a fsent from the Chickas ws 

Article 4th 
country 

The po pulation o f the Ch ickas aw without delay - Afford-

ing to the States the exercise o f al l the Sovereignty they 
to 

Cl a i m and"'me l io r a te the cond i t ion of this Nation - cont end-

ing wi th this Sov ereignty , ~Re -P i st a-WR~SR-tRe-8tates-a±aim, 

· ARa-ta-a~Pe - tRe- evi±a-tRePe8y-iRf±i atea-eR-tRe -G£i akaaawa, 
Chi ckasaws 

The#A hav e i n this t r eaty , Surrendered the ir country . Thei r 
injuries 

r emova l now is inevit able , The ~Rgaep~ea whi ch this who le 

Nation must Sustain in Sacrafi cin g their domes tic comforts 

a s wel l as their toils , lofse s And expenc es on the way , and 

the i r settlement and Subsistance in a new and wild country . 

Pr odu c e s with these emigr ant s , The natural e nquiry , I s a l l 

this due , to fri endship , The Chickasaws think not and ask 

i f the gov ern ment ~Pemiaes-ta-~ayy -tRis- atieR-WReReveP one 

hu n dr ed thous and dolla rs , whi ch the government prom ses to 

p ay. Whenever this Nation informs the President they a re 
r e a dy 
maae an d determined t o .r emove , And the Presiden t be comes s at -

is f i ed they will do so . Or such o ther Sum a s the congrefs o f 

t h e Uni ted Stat e s - by l egis lat ive a ct may think -proper and 

decla r e 

Articl e 5th 

The ' Chickas aws a re apprehensive o f great Lofs in their 
in 

Stock s Acons e qu enc e o f their r emova l, The Unit ed State s ther e -
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fore a gree, that at or b efor e t he r emova l of the Chickasav1s, 

the president will appoint s ome r e s pe c tab l e pers on who shall 

place a f a ir v a lue on all the sto c k they may desire t o part 

with, Except horses, an d t o pay them therefor, before their 
their 

removal Also to re c eive ~agricultural house hold and farmin 
furni sh 

Utensils and to ~P~VeRt l ike a rticl es at the i r new h ome , ep 

~ay-tRe~P-va±~at~eR # 

Article 5 t h 

In r e l ation t o the survey o f the Chickasaw country , 

Th ey know that a ccording to human doctrines , to work wel l 

all men must be paid we ll , but it seems t o them , that f ou r 

dolla r s a mile is Strong wage s , The Chic kasaws want their 

work done Substantialy right and without delay , but a s thier 

coun try d o es not present much Swamps and bad ground they 
t he the 

p res ent f o r cosideration of the government , That ASurveyin , 

b e r educ ed t o t hree dollars per mi le l eaving it te- tRe 

within the d i f c refsion of congr ef s , to pafs a l aw or the 

president, by his instruc tion , to the Surv eyo r enera l to 

-allow the Cust om of the United States , in the Mifsifsipp i , 

and Other e aa-ewam if any , bad Swamps 

Articl e 7th 
rifs 

It i s agr e e d that the Nation Shal l take Lev ColbertsA 

and Saw Mills on the f ork of the b i gbee river at they se e t 
be . 

amount they cost him when he de l i v e r s them, to "pay~ out of 

the Nationa l funds and the mi lls shall pafs te-Nat and i nure 

.to t he Nat i on, b e r e s erv ed or s old by the overrunent as o ther 

lands no t r e s e rved , and 11 other wat er mi l l s i n this nation 



t h e 
n o t r easonably conne ct ed wi th ovm e rs fa r m, Shall be v a lued 

the 
and p a i d f or , a t a fair c ash pr i c e and amount p ai d to t h e 

1\ 

owne rs as o ther i mp r ov etnen t s , but no l and exc e p t the Mil l 

yard a n d g r ound cove red by the p ond s h a l l b e v a lued . I t is 

a greed a l s o that one Se cti on of l and sha l l b e appropri a ted 

So l d a n d conv eye d in f e e Si mp l e , b y Lev i Colbert Ish=tim=o: 

lat - c a a n d J ohn D Te r re l l or a majo r i ty o f t h em to any per ­

e son or p ers ons , and out o f the pro c~ds , pay t o Robe r t Gor-
# an d Company t wo t h ousand dolla r s , i n f ul l f or a 

d e b t du e fr om J ame s Colbe rt , o r fr om t h e ch iefs 
to Gordon on J a s Co l berts a c count . 

do~ a n d th~ bal anc e to t he Nat ion . I t is on e month t hi s day 

since the treat y of p ont e to c Since whi ch t i me wa g gon lo ads 

o f Whi s k ey a n d p ed lin good s h a s been brou . h t among us , 
· ing the Ch ickas aw Nat ion , 

d i s trac ting an d ruing~my -~ee~ le , and man y wh i te f amilies 

absolute l y sett ing i n ou r count r y , i t is earne stly h oped 
I 

ae~ea an d hereby a greed exp r efsly be t ween the contr a cting 
i nt ruders pedl ars 

parti e s , that a ll ~e laPs mer ch and i z e an d Sp i r its Shall be 
ridgedl y A 

Piagly an d const antly kept out of thi s Na t ion , untill t he 
f oreve r 

Chickas aws r emov e or de t er mi ne s t o r ema i n on their r e s e r v a -
"' 

tions; and as t h is Nation i s de t ermine d t o r emov e withou t 

d~ lay , i t i s h oped the gov ernment wi ll p r ot e c t our safe t y 

and well b ein whi l st we do St a y , I t is therefore a reed 

that gov er nment a l troops i n suf f ici ent numbe r t o insure 

the obj e ct b e s t a tione d wi thin this Nat ion u nt il t he Chicka ­
r emove or 

saws det e r mine r t o r emain . - Art ic l e sth 
~ . 

Al l t h e a rti c l e s 
be 

in this Su p,p lj_ment ·' Sha ll t ake effe ct and Acome obligat a r y 
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on the contr actin , partie s So soon as the same shall be 

r at i fied by the p r esident by and with the advice and concent 

o f the sena t e o f the Uni t ed St ate s . In t e stimony whereof 

t he commifsioner p l enipotentiary of the Unite dStat e s and 

the Kine; mingcrs and head men of t h e Chickasaw Nation h av e 

he r eunt o subs cribed their name s nd affixe t heir seals a t 
the 

Levi Co l"berts this t w·enty second day of November in Year 

o f our Lord on e thousan d ei -ht hundred and thirty t wo 

Si gn ed i n the Ho to pa Kin of the Chi ckasaws 

p r esen t s of the f ol lo w- 'rish sho mingo his X mar k 

i ng pesons 

Doughe r ty Colbert 

Sec! o f the Nati on 

John L. Allen 

Sub Age ant for the 

Chickas aws 

John A Bynum 

wm H. Allen of 

Mifsopi a 

Alexan de r Co lbert 

Jno D Terrell 

of Alabama , 

Geor ge Colbert 

saml- Seal y 

Capt WID McGilvery 

Toh pul cah 

Pis.tul lut ubba 

Livi Da lbert 
/ 

Isaac Alberson 

Ibar rna hut ub b 

James Colb ert 

Tam she cah 

Ah t o co vvah 

Co chub ba . 

his X mark 

hi s x mar k 

his X mark 

his a mark 

h s X mark 

h i s X mark 

his X mar k 

his X mark 

hi s x mark 

his x mark 

his x mark 

I m mer. ho lu t ub' ba . hi s . .x mark 

Pi tman Colber t 

Ish tim mo l ut ca his x m r k 

Oke l ar no r nub ba his x m rk 
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Chickasaw Nor nubba 

Ful lar mo tub ba 

Fo lo to cher 

Ber ha cut ub ba 

Er thli ca 

Oon ter hacut ub ba 

Kin h i Cha 

Oke lar shuck ub b a 

Gun mush c a sh ker 

Yi m Nub ba 

In k i ya 

Mah to cush ub ba 

Er t a k in tub bee 

Eye yum mo tub ba 

P a r sha mah stub ba 

J ame s Brown 

Im oke l e r sher h o p i yah 

J ames Wolf 

Took l ub ba 

Ib bor ma hub ba 

Nin uck a r ba 

E mub ba 

Cah nor wo ker 

Izar hun tub ba 

Ib bar ma hut ub ba 

Fitch or p l a 

his x mark 

hi s x mark 

his x mark 

his x mark 

h is x ma r k 

h is x mar k 

his x mar k 

h is x mark 

his x mark 

hi s- x mark 

h i s x mark 

h i s x mar k 

h i s x mark 

his x ma r k 

hi s x mar k 

h i s x mar k 

x mark 

his x mark 

h i s x mark 

his x mark 

his x mar k 

h is x mark 

h i s x mark 

his x mar k 

his x mark 

his x mark 
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Il las fa nub ba h i s x m rk 

Oontim ie ut ub ba his x mark 

Pis tar lub ba his x mark 

To Cottn ho cha his x mark 

Wo ni a pa his x mark 

Shup powwa his x mark 

I m mer ho lut ub ba his x mark 

I m mer ho ber his x mark 

Ish to k i o ki t ub ba his x mark 

J ame s Gl ov.er his x mark 

Oke l ar e lub ba his x mark 

Tho~ Seal y h i s x mark 

E hi o chit ub ba his x mark 

Er far mer his x mark 

Hush t ah tah hub ba his x mark 

Choke war tub ba his x mark 

0 he ck cub ba his x mark 

(OIA: 1832. Chickas aw . Chi ckas aw King 8. Chiefs.) 



To the 

Bon~~ Lewis Oafs 

Sec. of ar 

Sir 

Chickasaw Agency . 
gth Dec . 1832 

At a late term of the circuit court for Mon­
over 

roe County Mifsi f. sipp1 the Jurisdiction or which extends all 
~ 

that par t of the - Nation in the State of Mifsifsippi . It has 

been dec i d ed that the act of Congrefs of 1802 regulating trade 

and intercour se with the Indian tribes has became obsolete by 

the extention of the laws of ifsifsippi over the Chickasaw 

tribe. 

The consequence is that Whiskey .traders & pedlars - ith 

other intruders upon the Indian land are over running the Coun­

t ry to the manif est in~ury of the Chickasaw tribe . Unti l l now 

I have been able in a good degree to prevent intrusion . but since 

the late .des cision they bid defiance to acts of Congrefs regulat ­

ing intercourse with the Indians . 

Your instructions M to the course which I should pursue--

will be t hankfully received . 

Honlb- Lewis Cats 

~ith great respect 

Your Ob , t sv , t 

Benj~ Reynolds 

I ndian Agent 

KB The descision was given i n writing and when a copy can be pro­

cured one will be forwarded B. R. 

(OIA: 1832 Chi ckasaws (Agency ) B. Reyno l ds. Whiskey trade . ) 
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Tuscumbia Dec . 13t h 1832 . 

Dear Genersl 

The Chickasaw Delegation, headed by the Sub-Agent. took 

their Departure f or t he City of Washington last night at nine 

Oclock i n the Stage by way of Huntsville, This mo1~ing , in 

conver sation with a gentleman he remarked thus he had learned 

t hei r intention to be to make a set at the Treaty by avering 

t hat on the ~ening the Treaty was signed you had made are­

mark, which conveyed a threat that the protection of the United 

States would be withdrawn from them, (unlets they s i gned the 

Treaty on that evening -) I have no doubt, from sometbings 

that I have heretofore heard as having fallen from Pitman 

Colbert, that something of this kind will be attempted, My 

own opinion is, that the whole Mystery of their proceedings is 

easily unraveled , The truth is That Old Levi Colbert , after 

discoveri ng that the Treaty had placed him on an equal foot-

ing with every other member of the Nation r esolved on attempt­

ing to effect an amendment to the Treaty which would grant to 

htm, & his artful afsociates a Reservat on of land to the ex­

clusion of all others; He found that you resist ed every at­

tempt he made to control (himself) the funds arising from 

the sale of the land - Disappointed i n the Hope of crushing 

his opponents ; Desperation at last roused him to make an at­

tort, · to effect, (through his Brother, & other chozen sub­

jects ) at Washingt on what you had refus ed to allow at the Treaty 

Ground. Rest atsured that the i r object is to make an amend­

ment to the Treaty which will f a t t en themselves & dest roy 

their opposers - They had hoped t o s t art i n secrecy, and ~ 
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accomplished their ob ject, ere their opponents had even dreamed 
intende d to be 

of t he blow ~consummated against them. But thank Heaven by good 

management we have learned their views , and rest our only hope 

on the sagacity of the President whom we believe will not per­

mit his f r i ends to be ruined by those , who have, for the last 

four or f ive years, profited by every opportunity that offered 

of abusing & endeavoring to render ridiculous the views of the 

Government ith regard to the Indians generally - The idea of 

your threat en ing to witbdra the protection~ the United States 

from the Chickasaws is truly ridiculous, I was standing within 

a tew t eet of you & heard every work you uttered - & know that 

the I nterpreter translated your talk' correctly - I heard no 

such conversation - & I dare say that every gentleman present 

will declare the same thing -

I need not here inform you that I am & was at the time 

somewhat dissatisfied with the Treaty But' more particularly so 

with that portion of the Supplement which compels the reservees 

to give up their reserves, when the nation shall signify their 

determination to remove - A memorial to the President & senate 

will be fo rwarded in a few days praying thus that article of 

the s uppl i ment may not be rati fied, if within my power I will 

show you t he document before it leaves , Should the prayers of 

the petit i on ers on this subject be granted e will be satisfied 

until the Pr esident & Congrets shall, (after considering all 

the difficulties with which we have contended) allow us the 

privilege of doing with these re s erves as one may think 

proper. 

54 



With Great Respect 

Sincerely & truly your friend 

G. W. Long . 

N.B. This Slang about the threat which they impute to you, in 

my opinion never originated with an Indian - I have no doubt that 

Jno. D Terrill John L. Allen & John A. Bynum are the authors or 

this Slander -

G. • L. 

Genl. Jno. Coffee 

Florence 

Alab. 

(OIA: 1832 Chickasaws John Coff ee Rel . to conduct of delegation 
now on way to Wash . ) 
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To Genl John Coffee, United Stat e s Commif sioner, now present , 

with the Council of t he Chi ckasaw Nati on -

The whole Chickasaw nat ion , now in full council -

respectful l y represent to you, and through you, to our father 

the Pre sident of the United States - that we hi Chickasaw 

children, acknowledge our dependance on the Government of the 

United States , that we are untaught and ignorant of th l aws , 

and ways of the .white men - that we are not abl e to l i ve among 

them, and obey the laws, because we cant read and understand 

them - we made these things known to our father the President, 

and he has kindly sent you his Comm~ to us, and advised us to . 

sell our country , and try to find one in the west better suited 
that 

to ou r condi tion - confiding in his better Judgment , and~he 

would not advise us to do any thing which would not advance 

our intereat , and national prosperity, we have listened to h~ 

advice, and have now concluded with you a treaty , by which we 

have sold t o the United States all our country here, and must 

leave it, and seek a home in some distant land , too far to re­

move our Stock of Cattle, hogs ,aBa-maBy-e~ft&P- a and horses , be-

sides many other valuable articles, all of which we must dis ­

pose of, wi t h a great lofs to our nation, we are also leaving 

our houses~ and fields , which cost us much labour t o prepare, 

and before we make others in a new Country , we shall have to 

work very hard , and spend a gr eat dea l of the money whi ch we 

expect to get f r om t he sale .of our Country her e - And we also 

respectfully suggest that we believe , in cancluding the treaty 

which we have just made with you, that we have t o a considera­

ble extent ac comodated t he vi ews, and wi shes, or the United 
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States, by enabling them to consolidate the settlement or the 

whole and enti re country from the Atlantic Ocean to the Mifsif­

aippi river - and more particularly we believe we have gratified 

the wishes of the State of Mifs; whose laws have opprefsed us , 

and whose citizens seem to grasp after the last small remnant 

of country which we had retained out of the great extent which 

our nation owned and pofsefsed ithin the recollection and 

knowledge of the present generation - Under all the foregoing 

circumstances, we hope it will not be presumptious in us, to ask 

some additional aid from our father the president - we admit 

that the te rms of the treaty is liberal, in as much as we ar 

to get the whole proceeds of our lands here - yet our expenses 

will be so great that we hope our father will make ¥8 a small 

present, to his Chickasaw children, before they leave their 

present homes, we do not ask it as a matter of right, but as 

a favour which we would ever acknowledge - without further re­

mark we respectfully ask the Gov~ of the United States, to 

furnish our nation with two black smiths , for twenty years , 

with a reasonable supply of iron & steel - and that they ad­

vance us in money, to aid us in moving , and for the lofs on our 

-stock, here One hundred thousand dollars - and if it is thought 

unreasonable to grant u~ so much - then we will be thankful for 

any sum which may be offered us -

For aid in behalf of the whole Chickasaw Nation -

Levi Colbert. 

(OIA: 1832. Chickasaws. Levi Colbert & others . Various 
papers rel. to the Treaty.) 
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Sir 

Little Rock A. T. 

14th Nov. 1833 

I arrived at this place on the 9th with the Delegation 

of Chickasaws, who are going west in search of a new home for 

there people, and on the evening after my arrival at this 

place, I was violently attacked with the pleurisy, but have 

so far recovered as to be able to sit up; at this point we 

had some Ho~ses to shoe and some cloathing to procure also 

provision, to last us to Fort Towson, which duty has been 

performed by the young men who accompany me, and on yesterday 

the Delegation mooved out Ten Miles to better range for their 

horses, on their setting out the Old Chiefs w~ited on me at my 

room, and positively said they would notleave me while there 

was hope or my being able to travel If they had to wait on me 

for weeks. I mention this Circumstance to apprise ou how 

hopelefs I Think it is to depend on thos e people to procure 

a home for themselves unlefa aid d by ever7 means in the 

power of Government , - The party consist of the old Chiefs 

and Captains and some ot the most inteligent in the Nation 

and seem to be sensible of the Condition of their people 

and of the necefs1ty of procuring a new home for them, they 

seem to be in good Cheer and fine spirrits, but from what 

I can learn are lacking in Concert or any fi ed principle 

ot operation,- but I hope to be able to remedy those def1cien­

c1ea before we enter the frontier, - I am requested by the 

head Chiefs of the Nation as well those with me as those left 

behind to say to you that a large portion of the Nation has 

68 



become dissat tisf ied wi th the late T~eaty , and wish it so amend­

ed as to embr ace the Amendment proposed by Gens Coffee and Eaton 

to the Del ega tion .last winter at Washington City I am directed 

to say that i s all the alteration wished for, and that it is not 

their wish t o interfere with g~eat principles of the Treaty, 

and I am r equested to ask permifs1on of the Department to per­

mit me t o bring on a Delegation to Washington to consist ot 

Eight or Ten persons innned.iately on oull return to effect the 

Amendment proposed in order that it may be laid before the Sen­

ate at the next Congref's for their sanction, or they would 

~espectfully leave it to the Department to send a Commifsioner 

to the Nation for the above purposes. --

They request me to say to you that could the Amendment 

askd f or be made during the ensuing Spring that it would quiet 

the Nat i on and that all parties would unite in removing these 

people to a new home; -

I should be happy to r eceive your instructions upon this 

subject on my return to the . sgency (of which you shall be ad­

vised in due time) in order that I might apprise the chiefs of 

it as t h ey will be anxious to know the result - -

The disease under which I have laboured for the last five 

days is so t ar removed that I flatter myself that I will be able 

to proceed On our journey on tomorrow and Continue i t without 

further i nteruption, 

At The request of the Chiefs Mr Wi lli am . S. Henderson of 

Memphis has been added to the Two Gentlemen appo i nted to ac­

company me And it gives me pleasure to say that al l is dis-



posed to make the Journey as comfortable as possible and 

with all the means in their power to promote its objects 

I am Great Respect 

Honb! Elbert Herring 

Com~ ot Ind Affairs 

Yr Obt servt 

Benjl]. Reynolds 

Ind. Agent 

(CIA: 1833. Chickasaws (Agency) Benjamin Reynolds . 
Exploration party.) 
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Pontotoc, Chickas aw Nat i on 

4th January 1834 

Dear Sir: 

The Marshal of the United States for the State of Mifsif­

sippi, put up adverttisments throughout this nation requesting 

all intruders to leave the Nation by the 15th November last . 

and r equested me to inform hiW whether or not they obeyed the 

order eP-Be~. Accordingly I wrote to him that not one of them 

obeyed the order given them by the l!arshal. Since then I have 

heard nothing from the ~arshal on that subject. 
to 

I conceive it my duty info1 you that many persons are ,.. 

movei ng i n and settling on the Chickasaw Lands . The ¥bite 

peuople now construe it as an implied lisence to enter upon 

and settle the Indian lands in a.s much as they have not been 

t urned off at the time fixed upon by the Marshal. I think it is 
measurs 

pr obable that if the Government, does not addopt some meaape 

i mmediately to put a stop to it before the new crops are pitched. 

It wi l l be attended with increased trouble and expense to remove 
them 
I have not heared anything of Col . Reynolds & the Chickasaw ex-,. 
ploreing company since they left Memphis. 

I have the h0nor to be your 

Obt sevant 

John L Allen 

Sub Ageant . 

(OIA: 1834. Chicka saws (Subagency) John L. Allen . Removal 
of intruders, etc . Letter addressed t o Elbert Herring.) 
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Chick~aaw Agency 

17~h Feb 1834 

Sir 

Yours of t he 23~ J anY has just been recv~ and I regreat 

to learne that the wi shes of the Chickasaw Nation is deemed in­

expedient with re spect to bri nging on a Dilegation to ashington 

this spring - hen I wrote you on the subject on the 14~h of 

Nov- last I wa s not prepared. to say in detail what the Amend­

ments wished for ware nor am I now. but the request was pr edi ­

cated on t he a f surences of Gen~ Coffee that when the Chickasaws 

wished t hos e Amendments made which he urged upon them in his 

negooiations with them and which was again presented to the 

dilegation l ast winter at Washington for the consideration of 

the Xation aft8 by Genl Coffee & Eaton and which they brought 

home to t here people and which has been the constant sorce of 

council s ~ with themselves until! I have no hifsi tation in say­

ing that i t i s the wish of the whole Nation that such amendments 

be made to the Treaty as will quiot the difsatt i sfaction which 

has been manifest since the makeing of the lat e Treaty . growing 

out of the circumstance that a respectable minority was opposed 

to the late Treaty consisting of the ~ a-• most respectable and 

1ntel1gent part of the Nation. beleaving as they then exprefsed 

themselves that i njustice was done t hem . but agreed to withdraw 

there oppositio under the afsurence of t he Co~fsloner that 

whenever ~here people became sattisfied of the i n just i ce done 

them and was willing to make amends. t hat the Goverment would 

joine in makei ng the amendment s 



I am this moment about se tting out to a counc i l of the 

Nation which is to be held about seventy miles south west of 

this place. to which I have been i nvited and have understood 

t he object to be to r eport to the proceedings of there late 

trip to the West. and to appoint a dilligation to go to 

Washington. upon t he close of the council I shall be able 

to give you a detailed statement of the amendments which 

they may wi sh to make to there Treaty . and also some further . 

details i n addi tion to my report of the 27th December last 

Elber t Her r i ng Esq 

com: of Ind. Affrs 

I have the honor to be 

ith Greate respect 

Your obt Servt 

Benj. Reynolds 

Ind Agent 

(OIA: 1834. Chickasaws {Agency) Benj. Reynolds . Rel. to 
bringing a delegation to Washingt on, et c . ) 
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Extract of a letter from t he Register & Receiver of the Land 

Office at Pontitoo M1ts1ts1, to the Commifsioner of the General 

Land Office dated 29th May 1835 . 

"Your communication of the 1t Inst, and accompanying de­

cision of the SecY of .War of the 30h uit, relative to Mr Gor­

don's application: And also the information relative to the 

instructions given to the District Attorney, have been duly 

received. " 

"In relation to which we will merely observe that imme­

diately over the line, but off of the Office section, a number 

of Shops have been established whither the Indians resort, and 

drink Spi-rits to an intoxication of almost unparalled ·extent, 

presenting scene of brutality revolting to every principle of 

humanity and consequences, ultimately, to the Indians them­

selves truly appalling. Indeed unlefs this practice can be 

stopped it is i mpofsible to say the difficulties that will be 

thrown in the way of the succefsful prosecution of the public 

businets." 

(OIA: 1835. Chickasaws . E. Hayward , Gen. Land Office. Is 
informed that a number of grog shops have been established, etc . ) 



Ch1ck1saw Nation June 5~h 1835 

Hon Sir 

I hope you will excuse the liberty I take in addrefsing 

you I am compelled to do so the fate of the Chickisaw people 

require that some person should interpose in their behoof and 

unlets you will interpose and see that a strict compliance with 

the treaty their ruin is inevitable hos;t of Speculators are go­

ing over the country and have hired all ·the half breeds to inter­

pet for them and give them five or ten dollars for each contract 

they make they use every Str~tegum they can devise and practice 

every imposition on their Ignorance those half breeds tell them 

the agent says you must sell and they belive every thing the 

agent tells them must be done and thare is not one out of one 

hundred that has sold knows what they are to recieve for their 

lands nor when nor who has purchased 'they have signed deeds 

most of them Blank ones and receive from five to ten dollars 

in advance it is thought those large companys will purchase 

the aprobation of some of the Commit1oners of the nation and 

that the agent is interested the Surveyor Gent has with his 

Company purchased seven or eight hundred sections and have ad­

vanced from ten to twenty dollars five hundred dollars is about 

the average price agreed on pr section and some of them worth 

ten times as much with the exception· of the Creek nation I ex­

pect that thare never has been, such frauds imposed on any peo­

ple as the Chickisaws but we look with confidence to the presi­

dent of the United States to see that every treaty Stipulation 

is compl7ed with. Would i t not be advisable to apoint an in­

vestigating agent who is firm and could not be purchased up 
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with those Speculators If somethi ng i s not done the Chickisa\Ys 

are a ruined people, and t he country ruined for they will bring 

all who wish to pur chase l and ~ter heavey contributions and 

the lands will go into the hands of capitalists that will hold 

them up and prevent the settl ing of the count y which is so de­

sirable to the Government of the United States and those Specu­

lators pay no more attention to the treaty than if it was a blank 

piece of Paper. Pray protect us from ruin 

I am Yours &C 

James Colbert . 

(OIA: 1835. Chickasaws (Reserves) James Colbert , Chief. 
Report s frauds upon Indians in sale of reservations . Letter 
addressed to Lewfs Cass . ) 



Chi ckasaw Nation 

8 Sept 1835 

nE Sir 

As an i ndi v i dual of the Chickasaw nation I beseech you 

to have a care over otn' red children the white men are chea t ing 

them out of their lands and they no not what they are to git 

for it nothing can save us but your parential care instruct 

the agent to reject all of those fraudulent contracts for 

if he sanct i ons them our leading men will perhaps do the same 

do see Justice done to us and not let us be robbed of our 

rights we will be the poorest miserable people on earth if 

such contracts are tollrated . Your kind interposition will 

be thankfully received and will be recollected with Gratitude . 

Yours &C 
his 

Ton e pia x 
mark 

(OIA: 1835 Chickasaws Ton- e- pia. Asks protection of Gov ' t 
against frauds in sale of lands . Letter addressed to Lewis Cass. ) 
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To Hon Lewis Cafs 

Seery of ~ar 

Tuscumbia Ala Febry 27tbl836 

On my returning home from ·;est in the month of 

January l ast , in search of a new homes for our people, which 

I was Choosen Amongst the delagation s one of the number , I 

found your letter dated September 17~h 1835 . In reply to my com­

municati on to the Pr easedent of the Unit ed States , with the re­

port of the Commifsioners of Indian ffairs From the report and 

the contents of your letter are so connected with the B sis of 

the late Treaty, as well as that of the regulation which the 

Actions of our Commifsioners and t he Agent , are to be guide by , 

I was perfectly sattisfyed that I should be call on or notefyed 

to attend when the conflicting Claims vere brought forwad for 

invist igation , as they ware not strangers to the Claim which 

I had so long contened for -- instead of this notice I have been 

notifyed to give immedated pos sision and follo ~ed by a write of 

excution of my body to be taken before Judge · of Cencrit Court 

on the forth Monday in March 1836 - to Answer Frances . ~ . 

Reynold & his wife in plea of Traspafs & damage of five thous -

and dollars 

I have no doubt in object deput tng the Just and right 

cla.ime I have been inform they have located Jane Frazer else 

where on ordnary land , whilst adjoining Section of our Cla imed 

land have been sold fo from Ten to Tweenty dollars per Acre · 

being dispossifs at this l ate season of ye~ year ~e must labour 

under great disadvantage and di strefs which we have been s o 

long in possision o the place ho~ever I must own . I have been 

noti~yed before t his by the same person 
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It is unneafsa ry for me to aBy say any further as you 

have the hole sta tement before of all the particulars of it. 

which I would ansure you, can be positively maintion through 

a leagal Inves tigation both ~hite people and Indian people In 

persuance of Justice On this Occation it depends upon you in-

terferance or we · shall have none 

~fuatever it may be the Opinon or the decifsision from 

proper autherty you will please to notifyed me , so ~-am that 

I may know at once what we may depend upon direct yours t o 

this office at Tuscumbia , Ala 

I hav e been i nformd by several of the Commifsioners this 

clairne has not been invistigated to their kno\·vledge 

Very Respe ctfully 

Your ob~ svt 

Pitman Colbe r t 

Honl Lewis Cafs 

SeerY at ar 

(OIA: Chickasaw File. Tuscumbia , 2/ 27 , 1836 . Colbert , Pitman . 
Rel. to claim of Jane Frazier under Treaty.) 
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(Copy ) Treasury Department 

June 30~l: 1836 

Sir, 

In pur suanc e of the I nstructions , approved November 4th 

1835, fo r carrying into eff ect the Chickasaw Treaty , I have 

t he honor t o submit the following semi - annual statement of the 

Receipts & Di sbursements under that Treaty-

Agr eeably to your proclamation of the 24th of June 1835 , 

the s al e s of the Chickasaw lands were commenced at Pontitoc , 

in J anua r y last , and the Receiver has made return to this De -

partment that he received for those lands, 

Dr In t he ·month of January $449 , 513 . 86 

" Februar y 190 , 159 . 59 

n March 10 , 208 . 07 

" April 10 , 979 . 75 

n May 12 , 491 . 04 

No return for June received 

In addition t o the se amounts, the Receiver states 

in his r eturn for February that he had detected an 

err or in t hat for Jan! of 

and in April he reports an error in 

his return of the last month of 

Making the amount received by him 

$344 . 20 

9 . 02 

Cr. March 10~h Deposited in the Union Bank at 

Nashville, 

April lath 

June 1st 

do do 

do. Br anch Bank at 
Decatur 

Paid Register, Receive r & Cl erks 6 
mo. Salary 

$446 , 000 . 00 

193 , 250.72 

19, 500.00 

1,950.00 

353 . 22 

$673 , 705 . 53 

d 660,700.12 
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Balance to be ca r r i ed ro rward in next monthly account 

of the Receiver at Pontitoc • • • . . . . . . . ~13 , 004 . 81 

The amount depos i ted in the Union Bank at Nas-hville 

($639,250.72 ) a s above stated , was by Wa~ants carried into 

t he Treasury , and as soon as the Ac t of Congrefs of- the 2oth 

of April l ast, gave me authority to invest the same, I re ­

ceived proposals for the sale of such stocks as the Treaty and 

regulations directed me to purchase . Al abama Tennefsee five 

per cent State Bonds, ha ing many years to run , were offered to 
f 

an amount as large as the funds received enabled me to purchase; 

and on better terms a t the time than were offered by the hold ers 

of any other State Stocks,and I accordingly invested mos t of the 

money received , in the purchase of them . 

Fr om J . D. Beers & C of New York, I obtained on the first 

of Apri l 65 Alabama St ate Bonds, payabl e in 1853 . From the Hunts­

vi l l e Branch of the Bank of Alabama , I purchased on the 7th of 

May 250 Alabama Bonds, payable in 1865 . From t he Girard Bank, 

I rece ived on purchase from the Union Bank a t Nashville, on 

t he -17th June (inst . ) 250 Tennefsee St ate Bonds , half payable 

i n 1848 and half in 1853 . All of these bonds are for $1000 

and bear 5 pr Cent . interest , payable s emi - annually - those 

of Al abama in New York , and those of Tennefs ee i n Philadelphia . 

The a ccount f or the purchase stands thus -

65 Alabama Bonds of $1000 each 

Interes t due when purchased viz -

From 1~t Monday of Nov~ 1835 to l §t of 
April 1836 

Premium paid fo r t he Bonds 

$65 , 000 

1 , 354 . 17 

2 , 925 . 00 $69 , 279 . 17 
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250 Alabama Bond s of $1000 each 

Interest due when purchased viz . 

From l§ t Monday of Nov~ 1835 to 7th of 

May 1836 

Premium pa i d , 

250 Tennefs ee Bonds of $1000 each 

No intere s t or premium paid when bou ht 

on the 17th of June 1836 

250 , 000 

6 , 354 

8 , 750 $265 , 104 . 00 

$ 250 , 000 

250,000 . 00 

$584,383 . 17 

Amount carried into. the Treasury as before 

states $639 . 250 . 72 

which l eaves a balance in that office of- - - - $ 54,867 . 55 

The interest advanced ~ $7 , 708 . 17) i the paymentfor the 

Alabama Bonds has been repaud i nto the Bank of America to the 

credit of the Treasurer of the United States . The interest on 

t he Al abama Bonds being payable the first Mondays in May and 

Novemb er, there was also received by said Bank $166 . 83 of in­

ter est on the 65 Bonds , which agreeably to the Treaty is due & 

payable to the Chickasaws . The interest on the Tennefsee bonds 

is payabl e the first of January & July every year , and of cour se 
ther e 
~will be due tomorrow, 13 days intere s t on the Bonds purchased 

of that State . 

With the Branch of the Bank of Alabama , at Decatur, 

I have enter ed into a contrac t, to pay (when the money may be 

received from the sale of the Chickasaw l ands) for 500 Alabama 

Bonds of 1000 ea ch , due in 1865 interest 5 pt Cent , payable 

semi- annually i n New Orleans . On ac count of whi ch cont r ac t the 
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deposite in the Decatur Br anch Bank of $19 , 500 before noticed , 

was made, and Bonds f or the amom1t are expected shortly . 

On a requisition from the War Department , a warrant was 

ifsued the 3S of May, in favor of the Agent of that department 

83 

i n the Chicka s aw Country (under the 9th Art i cle of the Regulations, 

Approved. Feb¥ 5 ~h 1836) for $20 , 000, and directed to the Receiver 

at Pont itoc. This sum w 11 be a charge on the amount l1e may 

receive in t he month of June . 

The a ccount of the Chickasaws stands thus -

The Receiver at Pontitoc makes return of having received $ 673 . 705 . 53 

Pa id fo r Bonds deposited with the Treasurer U. S. 

Principal & Premium 

Amount i n deposit e at Decatur 

Paid by Receiver in Salaries 

Inter est advanced which has been re-

paid to t he Bank of America 

Balanc e i n the Treasury 

" in the hands of the Receiver 

$'7 , 708 . 17 

54 , 86'7 . 55 

13 , 004 . 81 

$576 . 675 

19 , 500 

1,950 

'75 , 580 . 53 

$6'73,'705 . 53 

Showi n a balanc e on hand of 75 , 580 . 53 , besides $166 . 83 of interest 

whi ch has be en rece i ved , and is now due the Chickasaws-

All of whi ch is respectful ly submitt ed 

I have the honor to be &c 

(copy ) Levi ood bury 

The Pr esident Secre t ary of the Tr easur y 

( OIA: Chickasaw File Sll U. S . Treasut·y, 6/30/ 1836 ( Sll) Secretary . 
Transmits his semi- annual r eport of the mon ey conc erns ari s i ng 
from sales of Chickasaw l ands . ) 



Treasury Department 

June 30 , 1836 

Sir, 

Enclosed herewith you will receive a copy of the semi ­

annual report r equired by the Instructions, under the Chickasaw 

treaty , t o be made , to the President , by this Department . It 

is s upposed to contain all the information required by the same 

i ns tructions to be communicated to you , that "the proper agent 

of t he Chi efs" may be furnished with the State of the account 

of t he Chickasaws in this Department . 

Hon. Lewis Cafs , 

I am, very respectfully, 

Your Ob~ Servt 

Levi ~oodbury 

Secretary of the Treasury 

Secretary of War . 

(OIA: Chickasaw File Sll. U. S . Tr easur y, 6/ 30/1836 (Sll) 
s ecretary. Transmi ts semi-annual r eport of the money concerns 
arising f r om sales of Chickasaw l ands. ) 



Washington Ci t y 7- July 1836 

Sir 

I am r equested by t he Chief of the Chickasaw Nati on to 

forbid any payment to be made hereafter to Mifsionaries on ac ­

count of Education. They have no ~ no school i n the Nat i on , -

the Mitsionarys having r emoved to Tennetsee , It i s desired that 

no draft of thei r be pai d . If any thing is due to them, for 

the very t ew I ndian children which may be wi th them, it Till 

when ascer tained be cheerfully pai d by the Chickasaw Nat i on 

The sum heretofore afsigned by the Chickasaws out of 

their annuity fo purposes of Education was twenty five hun­

dred Do l l ars : they are without information as to the manner 

it has been expended, by the Mi fsiona r ies . It is requested 

and desired , t hat this, together with the three thousand Dol­

lars granted by the treat y lately conclud ed at this place , 

being in all f i ve thousand five hundred Dollars may be dis­

bursed by t he Secretary of ar, a f ter t he manner that the 

three thousand Dollars a r e di r ected t o be expended 

Lewis Cats 

Sec of ar 

very respectfully 

Ben j , Reynolds 

Ind . Agent 

Ben jamin Love 

over 

/revers e of sheet:/ - -
It is furthe rmore requested by the Chi ef that John H 

Eatons draft may be honored by the Secr eta r v, and to be charg-
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able on the School f und, f or the purpose of Educating and cl oth­

ing an Indian youth called JnO H Eat on , & whom he has consented 

to take char ge of -

86 -

Ben j Reynolds 

I nd . Agent 

Benjamin Love 

(CIA: 1834. Chickasaws ( Agency} Benjamin Reynolds . School fund . 
Letter unaddressed . ) 



Pontotoc Mifs Oct . 3rd 1836 

Sir 

C pt Ge orge Brown has a son at the Choctaw Academy by the 

name of illiam , and as he anticipates a removal Jcstward he 

wishes to t ake his son with him, You wil l therefore be pleased 

to ifsue an order to ~r . Henderson to send him home 

C. A. Harris Esq . 

Commi s &C . 

Ve ry Respe ctful ly Sir 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Benjamin Love 

James Colbert 

(OIA: Chi ckasaw File L-48. Pontotoc . ) 



Pontoto~ Oc t 7~h 1836 

Sir 

At the r equest o f the Chi efs of the Chickasaw Nation , I en­

clo s e a memor i a l to the res i dent of the Uni ted States , i n rela­

tion to the removal of the Indi ans , est of the Mi s siss i ppi r i ver . 

I d eem it neces sary only t o add in regard to the Memorial, that 

t he vi ews which i t cont ains , meet with my ent i re approbation . 

Their distresse s i f they remain here any length of t i me , wi l l be 

even worse , then they are set forth in the memorial . A f ew day s 

Since, a ch i e f of Sobriety and influence was here , who res.ideos 

on the Southern boundary of the Nation - He informed me that he 

would r emove this fall , and that from Sixty to One hundred fam-

i l i es would accompany him - A portion of those famili es having 

i ntermarried with the Choctaws , it is believed , they would have 

i nfluence i n procuring a part of their Country for the Chicka­

s aws . The Chief Isaac J efferson Ma Tubby wishes t hat the Agent 

shal l b e authorized to furnish funds to pay .the expenses of their 

r emoval , and that a discreet white pers on be Selected t o go with 

t hem , whose business it shall be to purchas e Supplies on the 

Journ ey and take r eciepts therefor . 

I take the liberty of Suggesting , that , i f the Chocta 

Agent is aut hor i zed to unite with the Ch i cka saw· delegation in 

an applica tion to the Choctaws for a part i t i on of their Coun­

try, to be set apart for the future r es i dence of the i r Red 

Br ethren , lit t l e doubt can be entert a ined , but that Succes s 

wil l attend t he i r ef f orts . I f a contract i s made , It would 

se em proper , t hat the Government immedi a t ely a p oint a Surveyor 
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to run off and pl a inly mar k the boundaries of the lands so pur­

chased. It woul d t hen only require the appointment of suitable 

persons, to ai d i n the removal of the Indians, to Secure the 1m­

mediate departure , of almost the whole of them from t b i .s Country . 

I need not say , tha t it will afford me great satisfaction, 

to aid by a l l the means in my power , the views of the government 

on this i nt eresting subject . 

Enclosed you will find a copy of a letter from the Chiefs 

to · me, on the Subject of their visit West. I hope the department 

will i mmediately authorize me to furnish the - funds neeessary to 

defray their expenses 

I n Conclusion I wou1d r esp:ec tful ly urge the propriety of 

examining the locations of Ind an reservations forwarded to the 

· department, 1hich have not been approved, and I hope my opinion 

on t his subject, will a cord with the views of the department. 

very Respectfully 

C. A Harris Esqr 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Your Obt Svt 

Benj Reynolds 

Ind- Agent 

(OIA: Chick asaw Fi le (R24) Pontotoc 10/7 , 1836 (R24) Benj . 
Reynolds. Inc . memorial from the chiefs , etc . ) 
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Pontotoc, Oct~ 7 . 1836 . 

Sir; 

I haYe been so much afflicted with the Rheumatism for the 

last three weeks, that I am obliged to resign as Commifsioner 

under the Cheroke e Treaty - I request that you will make this 

determination known to the Pres~ to whom I will write by the 

next mail. 

go 

Businers is going on very harmoniously here; and I have very 

little doubt but that we shall get through without a single conflict . 

I beg you will be pleased to have the locations approved 

by the President without delay as it will aid us very much in 

closing the businefs. 

Gold and silver is abundant here, and the two first sales 

amount to about five bundted and thirty thousand dollars. The 

Chickasaws will be rich, but the security or their funds and their 

future happinefs and prosperity require their immediate removal 

West or the Mifslfsippi. 

c. A. Harris, Esqf 

Washington City. 

Most respectfully 

Your Ob~ Servt, 

W~ Carroll 

(OIA: Chickasaw File C69. Pontotoc.) 



Pontotoc , November 11 . 1836 

Dear Sir; 

I wri te you at this t ime because I know you take a deep 

interest in every t h i ng t hat relat es t o the Indian s . 

All the anticipat ione s of the f ault f i nders in r el a tion 

to the Treasu ry order have failed so f ar as the Chickasaw I at ion 

is conc erned . A very large amount of Gold and si lver wa s b r ought 

to this place about the f irst of Sept ember - and the amount act ­

ually P1 fo r lands a l r eady sold is about one mil l i on of dollars ­

and li ttle doubt i s entertained but that , that sum will be i n ­

creased to t wel ve hundred thousand dollars at the close of the 

pres ent sale . A cons iderabl e balance will still remain t o be 

employed i n inte rin land the moment the Registe r and Re ceiver 

are r eady to pr oc eed with that businefs . In f act the Chi cka­

saws a r e a rich people - There permanent fund will exceed in 

amount all calculations which have heretofore been made . It 

will not be shor t of three mil lions of dollars af ter al l expenses 

a re pa i d . Allow me to say that it is highly i mport ant to the 

futur e ~elfare of the Chickasaws that they be r emoved est of 

the Aifsifsippi as soon as pofsible . To a i d in attain ing tha t 

end a deligation has been appoin t ed to procure a new c ount ry -

They wi l l set out on Aonday next . A t alk has been prepar ed t o 

day to make to the i r Choc t aw brothe r s , of ~hom they expect t o 

obtain a future home . 

The land sales have enterfer ed considerably with t he 

progrer s of businefs in r e l at i on t o rese rva t ions . i n ce the 

first of August we have not app oved mor e t han bout f ou r hun­

dred sect i ons , f or hich an average of mor e than a t hous nd 
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dollars ~ section has been pai d . Af ter t he close of the present 

sale however, we wi l l adop t measures to bring matters to a speedy 

termenation - I am gr atif i ed that I am still able to afsur e you , 

that no c onfl i ct ha s ye t been br ought be fo re me , and we hope t o 

be able to pursue such a course a s well br i n - the whol e businef s 

to a close with g iving t r ouble to the depart¢ent in a single in-

s tance. 

I have suf fe r ed severely wi th the Rheumat ism, especia l l y 

in t he right shoulder , whi ch obliged me to have al l my writing 

d one by a cler k , as I have not be en able t o wri t e more than a 

few mi nutes a t a time . I am not much better and my gener al health 

is unusua l l y good . 

The e l ec t i on for elect ors is over in this State , and s o 

f a r as I can j udge from what I h ave heard the result i s doubtful 

I am highly gratif i ed with the news from my native Stat e , Pann~ , 

It pla ced t he electi on of M~ Van Buren beyond doubt . 

To enable us to close t he businefs he r e a s early as pof-

sible, permit me t o a sk that wi l l c aus e al l locations t o be lai d 

before the Pr e side n t f o r approval as s oon a s i t can be convenient -

ly d one . 

Be pleased t o sh ew thi s l et t er t o t he Pr es i dent, who I 

know, t akes a n int er est in eve r y thi ng t hat r e l ates t o the 1nd i ans . 

To him I tender my be s t wishe s f or his health and happinefs -

I should be please d to hear fr om you 

C. A. Harris, Esqr 

•Jash in ton City . 

ost respectfully 

m Carroll . 

(OIA: Chicka saw File C-123 . Pontotoc.) 



Washington April 18. 1837 

c. A. Harris Esqr 

Comr Ind. Affairs. 

Sir, 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of this date notifying me of my appointment as 

Afsist ant Agent in in the Chickasaw Removal . I accept 

this appointment and wil l without delay repair to Pontotoc 

to enter upon the discharge of my duties . 

Very r espectfully 

Yr Mo Obt Servt 

J . M. Millard 

(OIA: Chickasaw (Emigr . ) File MlOl-179- 220 - 225 . Washing ton . 
M-101.) 
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Mf Samuel Potts 

Sir 

Belville Farm 

Near Leonar d Town · 

Maryland 

Will you be p lease to i nform me by the r eturn of 

mail if my account which was r eferred to your of fice , by 

Capt. Collins , f or i ts sanction ; whethe r or not it has ueen 

attended to, i f so , what i s the de cission - I also will 

take it as a gr eat f avour i f you will as c ertain whethe r 

or not there i~~~~ wi l l be any agents sent out tP next 

spring or summer to remov e the balanc e of the Cho ctaws 

now east of the Mi ssi ssippi, also, i f there has been any 

letters received f r om Capt . W~ Armstrong i n relat i on t o 

the e astern Choctaws , if so, di d he say any t h i ng i n h i s 

communicat i on , r especting my r emoving them --

As I shall be compe l ' d to go t o Mississ i ppi next sum­

mer I am anxious again to be engaged in the r emoval of In­

dians - The r e ar e several t h ou s and Choctaws now r emaining 

east of t he Mis: whi ch will b e t o r emove and I am conf i dent 

if any one can get them off , I can, I know t he mos t of 

the principal men amon g t h em, many of whom I can manage as 

I please. The Western Choct ws ave fr equ ent ly r eques t ed 

me to go among t heir easte r n f ri ends, that t hey knew I 

could have gr ea t influence with them &C. 

I have been seve ral year s enga ged in t he r emoval of 

Indians and I believe I have been one of the most succefs -



ful agents that ever has been among them --

I will take it as a great favour if you wil l lay be­

fore the Commissioner of Indian Affai rs an application for 

an appointment among those Indians now East - I shall be 

in Washington City on or about the fifteenth or t wentieth 

this month --

Be pleased to present my best respects to Mf Kerts -

With the highest re gard I remain · 

Yours v ery Respect fully 

J . M. Millard 

(OIA: Chickasaw (Emigr.) File MlOl-179-220-225 . 
Washington. 1837. No date on letter.) 
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Honl C A Har ris 

Si r 

Memphis Jany 16t h 1838 

I have the honor t o inf orm you that I th s day received 

your communicati on , i nforming me of the appointment of s . T. 

Crofs Es qr , as Super ntendent of the Choc t aw Emigration ; I ts 

contents ( should I be c a l led on by Mr Crofs , ) shall be prompt -

ly att ended t o, 

On my ay f rom Ft . Coffee to this place, I called a t 

Helena and fo und that their was in that neighbourhood , s ome thing 

like t wo hundred and fifty Chick sa Indians , haveing my enter­

pr eter with me , and Mr Robert Crockett , who ~as returning f rom 

Ft Gibson , after conducting a party of Creek Ind ans to that 

place , I appointed him to go out to thei r encampment , and enroll 

them, and conduct them to Ft . Coffee; I gave him part i cular i n ­

s tructions , and ordered h i m that should they refuse to go to 

96 ; 

Ft Coff e e , af ter arri ving at Li tle Rock , that he mus t abandon them; 

Mr Brooke wil l have you several l etter s; I would have sent h i m 

wi th those I nd i ans , but he had been so conf i ned at Ft Coffee , 

and had a ttende d so promp~ly , to all bui sner s confi ded to h i m, 

and his great anxi ety to r eturn to ashi ngt on , er e my reson s 

fo r not do i ng so 

I am i n hope s what I hav e done il l meet your ap r ob a t i on 

Vi t b high regard s 

Yr mo ob s t 

A M Up shaw 

Supt . Reml . Chi cksaws . 

(OIA: Chi cka s aw ( Emi g r.) Fi l e U 29- 31- 32 . U- 29 . ) 



Wash neton City, iarch the 22d 1838 

Dear Sir, 

The petition of John L . Allen, citizen of Lovmdes county 

& State of Mifs1fsipp1 , is before the Committee on Indian Af ­

fairs, & I am instruc ted by that Committee to obtain some in­

formation from your Department in relation thereto . 

The petit oner s t ates that in January 1831 John 1alker 

& Marshall Goodman merchants & partners , brought within the 

Chickasaw Nation certain goods, wares , & merchandise & were 

then & there traficking & tradin~ with the na ives of said 

nation without any license so to do , in violat i on of the treaty 

of the 20~h of Sept~ 1816 between the United States & said 

tribe of Ind ians; that the petitioner was the sub - agent o the 

said t r ibe of Indians as such was then there discharging 

the duties of the pr ncipal agent , that information was made 

to him by Tishomingo , one of the ch efs of said nation , of the 

said i l l egal tra ick ng & tradin , & that the ch efs & natives 

of said nation had se zed & took i nto t he ir pofsefsion the said 

goods & merchandize as forfe ted to the U. S- & the Chickasaw 

nation· that the pet tioner ordered the same to b d i sposed of 

as the treaty required; that he duly reported the same to the 

Department of ifar , that the Hon . John H. Eaton Secretary of 

War a pproved o his course ; hat the pet i tioner & Tishomingo 

were sued i an act ion of trefspa f s by sa d a l ker & Goodman , 

and re covery' was had aga i ns t them for a certain sum, with 

costs; that in consequence of the approval of M: Eaton o the 

course of the pe titioner , the petitioner had dr awn a draft 

upon M~ Cats, Secretary of 1ar for the amount of said judgment . 
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that the draft was not a c cepted or paid, but ~as protested f or 

non payment .c, concl udin[l i th a prayer f or indemnity for his 

official act. Now the Committee wish to know if it any where 

appears that the course of the petitioner i n regard to sa i d 

goods was r-eport ed to t he Department ; that the Secretary of 

War approv ed or the course o the petit i oner; that the draft 

was drawn, & that it was not accepted or pai d &c . 

Yours &c 

J . S . Pennybacker 

( OIA: Chickasaw Fil I-196 . vashj ng ton . ) 



Fort Gibson April l~t 1 83 8 . 

Dr sir, 

Your favour of yesterda7 is at hand - Up to the present 

time there has been but a small portion of the Chickasaws re­

moved to the district of country designated for them in the 

Choctaw reserve, nor is it probable that more than 1500 or 
• 

1800 will remove within the pr e sent year - The country through 

which the road runs leading t o thi s country on which they have 

and are to be sett l ed on , i s generally Pr airie , and with the 

exception of low boggy places {such as are termed wet flats) 

upon which no impr ovement can be made by bestowing any reason­

able amount of l abour or expenoe , the road may be termed dry 

and good. 

Respectfully 

Your most Obt Servt . 

(Signed) James Harr ison 

To 

Gen~ M. Arbuckle 

Present 

True copy. 

S. G. Simmons 

A. D. C & A A Ad j Genl 

(OIA: ~estern Supt'y File A373. Ft. Gibson. 1838 .) 
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Head Quarters 2q Dept. w. Division 

Fort Gibson, April 2q 1838. 

Sir. 

I had the honor b~ last mail, to receive your letter of 

the s~h ult. accompanied by one from Cap~. Armstrong, Act. 

Sup~ W. Territory, to c. A. Harris Esq~ on the subject of 

opening a road from the Choctaw Agency ·to the Chickasaw 

District to enable the emigrants of that Tribe to proceed 

to the District of country assigned to them. This service 

is required to be performed by the Troops as soon as it 

can be done with convenience. 

The enclosed copies of letters from me to Capt . Stewart 

the Comdi Officer of For t Coffee, and to Major Harrison, one 

ot the Contractors to furnish Subsistence to the Chickasaws, 

in their new country, and their replies thereto, will, I 

trust, satisfactorily assure the Government that I lost 

no time in obtaining information in relation to the road 

required to be opened, and I confess I am much graified to 

find that it has been already completed; as it would have 

been very inconvenient, at present, to have employed the 

Troops to perform that labor; and if the road in question, 

could be materially improved (without very great labor) 

the Contractor, Major Harrison, would not, as I believe 

have failed to say ao. 

I am sir 

To 

Brigr Genl R. Jones 

Adjt Gent 

Washington City 
(OIA: Western wupt•y File 

Very Respectfully 

Your Qbt. Servt. 

M, Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brig~ Gen! Commdg 
A373. Ft. Gibson. 1838. 
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Pontotoc Mi fs ; 

Apr il lO"t/ 1838. 

Sir, 

I have the hono r to inf orm you tha t I arri ved at this place 

on the 6~~ i n st . aft er trave l l i ng f or several days through the 

North estern part of the Nati on . I saw several of the half 

breeds, al l of whom had concluded to remain in this country un­

til fall; but I bel i eve that I have induced a great many , t o 

abandon that i dea . I vis i ted the Ki ng ' s , and he and his people 

had also concluded t o rema n until fall . I gave them a talk , 

and r eque st ed that they ~ould m et me at this place on t o day , 

whi ch they d id , and they have concluded to remove this spr i ng . 

I sh~ll leav e he r e tomorrow for the purpose of seeing every I n­

dian t hat I can hea r af , and I af sure you that I will use every 

exertion t o get them all off as soon as pofsible . I shall be ab-

sent s ome t en days , and on my r eturn , I shal l be ab l e to g ive 

you s ome certa in information of the number , that wi ll move thi s 

spring . Mr v~ A. M. Brooke joined me the day I l eft Memphi s , and 

has b een with me t hrough t he Na tion . 

I expec t Capt . J . A. Phi llips i s a t Vashi ngton . r M. Vander-

slice, I presume i s i n Kent ucky . I have writt n fo r h i m t o come 

on to Pon totoc a s s o n as pofs i b1e , I advised Capt . Phillips 

at Loui sville of my movements; u t I ve not heard from h i m. 

It }s ne c efs ary t hat he s hould be here as soon as pofsibl e . 

If it i s ne cef sary I wi ll us e my priva t e funds , until he ar-

rives. 

In ans er to the ex trac t from some of t h e Ind i an Ch efs , 

in their report to Col. Armstr ong of Deer 13~~ 1837 . speak ing 

or the numbe r of Agent s , I have to say t hat , I arrived a t Fort 
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Coffee on the ni ght of the 12~IJ of Dec:r a t 11 Oclock P. M. The 

next morning some of t he Chiefs c ame to me and said they were 

to hold a Co unc i l and wi shed tat I would be .present , but I 

refused. I saw their report to Col . Ar~s trong, and informed 

them that all the Afsist ant Agents would be discharged so soon 

as they coul d be turned over to Capt . Kingsbury, who was not 

at For t Coff ee when they arrived , and di d not get there unt il 

the day before I arrived . The cause of having so many Afs st -

ants was, that, they went i n several Steam Boats at dif ferent 

times, and I wa s not disposed to surrender the management of 

Chickas aw I ndians to Capt~ of Steam Boats and their crew . I well 

knew how the Captains and crew of small steam Boats treated white 

p ers ons at times , and I was confi dent that the Indians might 

suffer, if they d i d not have an Agent along , and since it is 

over I know it . 

Hon . C. A. Harri s 

Com~ I ndian Aff airs 

"'Ji th high regar 

Your mo . ob~ Srvt 

A M M Upshaw 

Supt . Reml Chks 

Washington D. C. 

P. S. Pl ease to send me a set of uster Rol ls 

Respectfully &c &c 

A M M Upshaw S . R. C. 

(OIA: Chickasaw ( Emigr . ) Fil e U 44- 45-47 . Pontotoc . U- 45 . ) 



Honl C. A. Harris, 

Sir 

Pontotoc Apr il 21st 1838 

I have the hono r to i nform you that , I have j ust re ­

turned to this, aft er s everal days ride through the Nation , in 

search of Ind ians ; all that I have seen with the exception of 

a few half b r e eds, have p r omised me that they would move this 

Spring; but they ar e very incertain people , I have ap oint ed 

the 7th day of ay for , them t o collect, at the Kings , ~hich 

is 18 Mil e s No th of this place; I assure you Sir that ther e 

will be no exertion , l ef t undone , to get every I ndian lest of 

the river that b elongs to this Nation , this Spring , Mr ~m 

A. M. Brooke is i th me and and I am happy t o say to you that 

I find im a gent l eman o untireing industry and energy, 

7i th high r egard s 

Yo r 

Mo ob st , 

A. M. M. Upshaw 

Sup • Reml Chi cks 

(OIA: Chickas aw (Emigr . ) F ile U 44- 45 - 47. Pont otoc . - 47 . ) 
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Hon: C. A. Harri s . 

Sir• , 

Memphis Tennefsee 

A~gust 31~~ 1838 . 

I have the honor to inform you that I arrived at this 

place, Memphis , a few days since , on my way to Pontotoc iifsif­

sippi, but have been detained a few days awaiting the arriv 1 

of Capt. J . A. Phillips Dis~ Officer Chickasaw Emigration . I 

shall l eave in a few days for Pontotoc . 

I am happy to inform you that all the accounts of last 

fal l and winter's Emigration have been settled, with the excep­

tion of one , and I am in hopes that will be settled to day . If 

it should not be, it will be sent to your office for settlement . 

It is the account of Capt . Simeon Buckner, for conveying one 

hundred and seventy five Chickasaw Indians to Fort Coffee, and 

t wo hundred and six horses and oxen from this place , Memphi s, 

to t he Post of Arkansas , on the Arkansas River . This party was 

104 

Col. Kin. hi cha's. The party was composed of what is known in 

the Nation , as the Cleanhouse Indians . They left the nation 

after the emigration wns considered over . They arrived at this 

place about the 18~~ day of January last . They were then en­

rQlled by Mr Crockett , and inding that it was , at that time , 

impofsibl e to pafs through the ifsifsippi and White River swamp , 

he put t he whole party on board of the Steam Boat Itasca, & 

their horses and oxen on board of flat Blats , and towed them to 

the Post of Arkansas , which as the first place that they could 

disembark the horses and oxen. By that arrangement , the Indians 

composing that party , l o s t no horses n or oxen . For conveyi ng 



these horses and oxen, Capt. Buckner and myself cannot agree ; 

at least we have not as yet, and without he agrees to wha t I 

think is just and right, the businefs will have to be refered 

to you. Should it be, I vvi l l give you my views fully on the· 

subject. 

I must ask of you the farvour to examine the Rol l of 
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Majr Pittman Colbert and Col. George Colbert who moved · a small 

number of Indians an several negroes at their own expense , with 

a certain calculation agreeably to the Regulations that they 

would be refunded. Ma j: Colbert has returned to the old nat on 

to wind up some businefs, and he is very anxious that you would 

send on to Pontotoc, the amount , that, in your judgement, he is 

entitled to, and I must also ask of you the favour to do so as 

soon as pofsible , f or he is in want of funds . 

ith, high regard 

Your most Ob~ Srv~ 

A. M. M. Upshaw 

Supt . Reml . Chicks . 

(OIA: Chickasaw (Emigr. ) File U. 54-55-56 Memphis. -55 . ) 



Br eshy Creek 

September 9th 1838 

e the under Si gned Chi efs and Head men of the Chickasaws 

have met in c oun-c i l , to take i n to vi ew the propr ety of receiv­

ing more provi s i ons , 

~e would respectful y represent to our great Father the 

President of the Unit ed utates , that since our Emigrat on we have 

suffered s everely , by Sicknefs Many of our people have died and 

the general drought through the Indi an Country has been particu­

larly f elt t hrough ours , for these reasons together ' ith the fact, 

that maney 'of our people arrived too' l ate to make a crop , akes 

it our duty to apply ~or further subsistence; ~e believe that if 

seven months pr ovisions is ifsued to us , commenc ng on the 1st 

Janrr we should be able from our next crop to provide for our­

selves, As e have been furnished with Beef 1e wish to receive 

about an equal proposit on of Pork and Stock hogs for the seven 

months meat r at i ons , Ou~ situat on so obviously req res further 

subsistence , t hat e deem it unecefsary to say more . 

(Signed ) James Colbert 

Isaac Albertson 

Slone Love 

Mapo la tubby 

reenwood 

Mo , obo , tubby 

his 

mark 

h s 
X 

mark 

is 
X 

mar 

his 

mark 



h is 
Shop po way X 

mark 

his 
Ah t i ck i n tubby X 

mark 

h is 
Bar me ar tubby X 

mark 

hi s 
I yo co mo t ubby X 

mark 

h is 
Ish pi a 1 t ubby X 

mark 

h :h:s 
Ya me t ubby X 

mark 

h i s 
St e ho t o pha (Ki ng ) X 

mark 

h s 
Geor ge Colber t X 

mark 

his 
J ame s Pe rry X 

mark 

(OIA: Chickasaw ( Emigr . ) Fil e A-465 . Choct aw Agency . ) 
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Choctaw Agency 

September 29th 1838 

S1r 

Since I hac the honor to adrefs you on the 2ath Inst . 

I have received from the Chickas awsthe enclose petition f or 

further suply of provisions , The petition is s i gned by the 

principal Chi efs , our of the Commi sioners Ish to ho pa (the 

King) George Colbert Isaac Albertson · James olbert in the 

place of Levi Colbert Dec~ it s the undiv ed ·fish of he at on 

to receive pro is ons , and the only object on w th some is that 

the time is not long enoug , 

Feeble as I am I have determined to try and attend the 

nhoctaw Gen~ Counc 1 2~~ October 

The Rev~ r 1 ccoy is here and w 11 accompany me , hen 

the Bill f or the Terr torial Government will be la 

the Counci l . 

Respec tfully 

Yr o Obt Serv~ 

before 

'Tl'.' Armstrong 

Act Supt ~ T. 

C A Ha r r i s Esqr 

Commr of I ng Affairs 

(OIA: Chi c asa1 ( Emi gr . File A 465 . Choctav Agency . ) 



Estimate of funds required for the transportation & subsistence 

of Chickasaw I nd i ans for the months of November December & 

January next ensuing . 

For Subsistence of Chickasaw Emigrants t, 30 . 000 00 

10 . 000 00 " Trans portation 11 

Little Rock Ark~ 

September 3oth 1838 

II 11 

~ 40 . 000 00 

R. D C. Col l ins 

Capt . U. S . A 

Prin . Mil Dis . Agt 

(CIA: ,~, estern Supt ' Y (Emigr . ) File C 829- 841- 864 . Little Rock . 
c 864.) 
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Sir 

Fort Towson 

Choctaw Nat ion ~est 

Dec 26th 1838 

l ~ n 
1 ·-

The Ch ckas · ws who have re0entl~r em grated from ifsifs pp , 

apnliP~ t r ough their chiefs Rnd Head men some time in sept l e.s t, 

for seven months s 1bs istence , in add i tion to the year al lo wed 

them by trea ty - They have as yet rece ved no reply to this ap­

plication. 

Upon my arr val here sane few days since rom ant Coff er; , ­

! found many of them whoue year for subsistence had expired , i n 

a very destitute condition, Some of them all most starving -­

I thought the nature of the case absolutely re quine d it , and 

therefore took the responsibility, to have another months ad-

cP.ltional r ·ations ifsued by the old contractor until some 

further instr ctions could be rec e ived from your Depar t ment -

I hope this step will meet with your approval 

Unlefs add itional subsistence is furni shed the Ch ckasaws , 

the poorer clafs of them will be n a very destitute and starving 

condition, - ~ost of them arrived too late to raise corn last 

summer. and the drought has injured the corn crop so much in 

this country as to render it scarce and difficult to procure­

These Indians will not therefore be able to obtain it unlefs 

furnished to them by contract 

The clafs of Indians call ed the "Incompetents" have not 

yet received the money deposited for them in the hands of the 

Govnt .. and besides being without any thing t o eat , they are 
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destitute of mos t of the articles of necefsary clothing - Upon 

this sub ject however , as well as upon that of the additional 

subsistence, you have doubtlefs received several communications 

from Capt Armstrong the Choctaw Agent and Ac t Supt ."/ . T- I should 

have had the honor of addrefsing you before upon this subject 

had he not informed me I was anticipated by him 

I have the .hono r to be 

Respec t fully 

Hon T Hart ley Crawford 

Comrni fsr Ind Affairs 

Wa shington D. C 

(OI A: Chickasaw File 142- 147- 148 . 

Your obt servt 

G P Kingsbury 

Ft . Towson . K- 142 . ) 



To our Great Father the Pr esldent of the United States 

We the undersigned Chickasaws , being members of the party 

that last emigrated to this Country, would respectfully repre­

sent to Our Gr eat Father , that in consequence of our late ar­

r i val, and the cont i nued sicknefs amongst us, we have been un­

able to rai se corn sufficient to supply our wants , that we are 

without meat, and have no t the means wherewith to by it: tha t 

should the expected Annu ity be punctually pai d , it will .be whol­

ly inadequate to our wants, and if applied so far as it goe s 

to the purchase of provisions, Our families will be left exposed 

to the inclemencies of the ap roaching Winter 

Being witho t money , meat, and meal we respectfully ask 

or our Great Father , that an extra allowance of Seven months 

rations to commence on 1st . J anuary 1839 - may be ext ended to 

us as was the case with those of our people who .first emi grat ed 

By the time t his extra allowance shall be exhausted we 

shall have made such i mprovements that we may reas onably ex­

pect to subsist ourselves upon the products of our own 

labour .- .arks 

Ish ta ho to pah X Chas Frai zure X 

Tah a hik kab bee X Robt Tur nbull X 

Chil le tah X J ames Davidson X 

Po nab tub bee X Tom She ko X 

Mah no lub bee X Tish sho yeo tub bee X 

Hathenpy X She wah he X 

Hi o chub bee X Och tal la X 

Blount Lewis X Co nat to X 

Pah mee chee X Grant Lensecum X 
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Ah che a tub be e 

tush pun tub bee 

Im mah ho bak tubbee 

Min tub bee 

Cush sho tah 

Ye ah chi cubbee 

Co sa cha 

Chi yea 

Wah ca to nah 

A Lo mah 

Shock in ka 

In presence of 

Pitman Colbert 

Seaton H Turner 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

X 

Hock sa cha X 

E wah tarm ba X 

Ti s tah hokty X 

Arch a ub bee X 

Im i u chee X 

Ok lish tarm ba X 

Il low ik sar cha X 

01 lak ko chee X 

Lemuel Colbert 

Charl es Colbert 

We the undersigned Chiefs & Commifsioners o. the Chickasaw 

nation, approve of the oregoing memori al - and recommend and 

authori ze the granting of their request and that the expenses 

or said subsistence be def rayed out of any of our national funds -

In the pres ence of 

William Bohannan 

Pitman eolbert 

I sh te ho to pah 

Geo Col~bert 

Ish tim o lut ka 

J ame s Colbert 

Isaa c Alberson 

h s 
X 

mark 

X 

X 

X 

X 

(OIA: Chickasaw Emigr .) File A569- 699. Choctaw Agency . A699 . ) 



Fort Towson 

January 1st 1839 

e t he chiefs & Head men of the Chickasaws west, beg leave 

respectfully to petition our great father t he Pr es i dent and com-

munic a t e our wishes to him - ve arrived in our country ~e st orne 

time l ast fall . We brought with s many valuabl e hors es , that 

we purchased in our ol country east of the Mifsifsippi - e 

did. not arrive here i n tj me to r a i e corn fo r the s ub s i s t ence 

of ourselves hors e s dur i ng t he ~ t er , and we ar e not able t o 

purchase it - I we tur n our horse s i n t he r ange t h ey will all 

die, as they hcve b een r aised upon co r n - We therefore beg l eave 

r espectfully to petit i on our great f a ther the President that he 

will cause r at i ons to b e ifsued to them during t he winter & spring 

that we may ne enabled to raise a cr op next year 

ChB.rJ..e s Col bert 

hi ­
Mo-no t ubby x 

li1GI' . 

Witner s 

G. P. Kingsbury 

Act Agt Chicks est 

I sh . to.ho.to . ka (the King) 

his x mark 

Capt Gre enwood 

Tow- e kish kee 

I our chubby 

his 
X 

mark 
h s 

X 
mar 
his 

X 
mark 

(OIA: Chickasaw File Kl42- 147- 148 . Ft . Towson . K- 147 . ) 



Fort Towson 

J nuary 1 3 t 1839 

Sir 

I have the honor herewith to transmit to you a pet tion 

from t he pr i ncipa . chiefs and _eadmen of the Qhickasaws ho hav 

recently mi grated an settled in th sect on of t e country 

for corn rations to b e ifsued to their horses . 

ll !j 

The Chicka saws who om grated in the fall & vinter o 1837 

had corn allo ed them or thoi horses urin the month Janu-

ary, February and a part of the month of r .. arch - This party of 

Inclians have never rece i ved rat ons for the r horses s nee t eir 

arrival 7est . y of them are not able to purcha e corn , and 

they wi ll loose number of valuable horses i rAt ns are not 

itsued t o them - I would seem hat they have as strong a claim 

to rec e i ve corn r t o s or their horses as tho c lJho arrive 

last year, but as I had no instructions rom the Dept on that 

subj ect, ·I d i d not cons i der mysel authorized to make t e ifsue 

without fu thcr nstructions 

I hA e the honor to be 

Re pect ul y 

Hon T Hart ley Crawford 

Commifsr I nd Aff 'rs 

ash i ng t on , D. C 

our Obt servt 

G. P. Kingsbury 

A Agt hicks we st 

Chickasaw Fil e Kl42- l47-1 48 . Ft . T~ 1s on . K- 147 . ) 



T. Hartley Crawford . Es qr 

Commr of Ind . f r~ 

Sir 

Choctaw . Agency . 

1 . Jany . 1839 

I enc l ose you a letter from M: Kingsberry . Acting 

Agent for the Chickas a~s - You will perceive f rom it that Col . 

Upshaw. the Supt fo r the Chickasaw removal . has adopted a dif­

ferent course . wi th the l ast party to vhat has been done here ­

tofore The u s ual mode has been to turn the Chickasaws over t o 

M: Kingsberry. as they arri ve e i t her at Towsen . or Fort Coffee -

but with t he l a s t pa rty Col . Upshaw is determi ned to proceed on 

to Boggy.- which is still - no t within the Chickasaw district -

not only does he take the part y on - but intends tak ng oth rs 

on - that were s ettled and drawing pro.vi s ions at the Towsen 

Depot - I am a t a l of s to - account for t is change of Col Up­

shaw. unl efs it i s t o continue himself . in the service - hich 

he can readily do. if the i ndians are to be removed fr om these 

different locations ·v'i th n t'1e Choctaw Nation 

I was under the i mpr es on that when Col pshaw . arrive 

at either Towsen. or . Fo t Coffee with em grants he vas t o turn 

them over t o Mr . Kings ber r y . - ho ac t ed under my ins t ruct i on 

Such I have thought wa s the orders of t be Dept - I was 

therefore not a lit le surpr sed to f ind that Col . Upshaw had 

determined to r emov e those who had been prev i o s ly brought on -

such a course will produc e gr eat confus i on in mak n the is sue . 

Respectful y Yr . Most Obt Servt 

m Arms t rong Act Supt ·1 . T. 

(OIA: Chickasaw (Emigr.) File A521- 552 . Choctaw Ag ency . A521 . ) 
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Sir 

Chocta w Agency 

13 Jany 1839 

Capt Collins is now here to whom I have shoud your let t er 

.reed •• by Mr Harris - 'Ne have both determined not to have any 

thing to do with the ifsuing of additinal r a tions to the Chicka­

saws beyond the 12 Months provisions - until the dici s ion of 

t the Dep shale be Known, th s is consi der ed good grounds for 

not agreeing on our part to any fu r ther issue - except t o those 

Tho are entitled to it - ¥e do not doubt but you have - extend ­

ed the Contract from the best of ~ .. otives - and t hat in all pr oba ­

biiDity the additional provisions ~ ill be given - b ut the Dept 

May order a new contract - based on proposal s - they may Conclude 

to Submit the proposi tion to the Senate ,ft hos Sanction May be Nec­

etsary any expenditure Not embraced in t he tre aty especially 

of this Magnatude - without the Tows on Depot c an be More easi l y 

furnishe d than any other - the difference between it and Boggy 

is certainly very great - Corn wile cost duble - and every thin 

issued wile have to be brought from a d i stance - therefore to 

contract for Towson Might raise and doubtlef would do: the ra­

tions at Boggy to a heavy Amount - it wile be remembered that 

their is now but f ew indians to i ssue to at this - place they 

have moved orr Corn is worth from ~1 . 25 to 150 and no quant ity 

can be had at that - there dll be if the contract is let out 

one Depot at Pickins and one at can dian - at each of which 

place corn would be to haul from Fo t Coffee - I am thus partic ­

ular that you may see how it would ope rate even if we had the 



authority to gi ve t he contract Seperate at Towson unlefs the 

Depot at Boggy ~e and this place were taken - I wa s very partic­

ular in writing as well as urging upon Mr Clark not to ifsue to 

any under t he seven months provision - I know how advantageous 

it would be to have the provisions - and have urge d it upon the 

Dept but as they have faile d to act - and when the authority 

doos eeme- i f i t should come - it will be under Such restric-

tions as wil e not permit a renewal of the contract - Mr 

Glascow left here a few days since and urged that he be permited 

to furnish the whole ot ehe Chickasaws . Offering to Send a drove 

of upward s of two tho sand head of hogs now in ~ash ngton county 

direct to Red river - we declined because we had no authority -

If dissati sfac tion - arises it is not our fault - le can only 

say that we regret that any issues should of been ade for the 

Seven mont hs and can do nothing - except to to ifsue to those 

who are entitled to draw fo r t welve months according to the treaty 

Respec tfully Yrs 

~;m Armstrong 

Act Supt L T. 

I have read the above letter of Capt Armstrongs - and fully 

concur with h i m in every particular 

R. D. C. Collins 

P. M. Dis Agt 

tOIA: Chickas aw File C954- 1039 . Fort Towson . No file nurnber 
on this letter. Not addresse to any one . Collins' handwrit-
ing throughout • ) 



(C OPY) Near Fort Towson , 26th Janry 1839 

We t he undersigned Chiefs and headmen of the Chickasaws 

beg leave to r epresent to you, as our Superintendent and friend 

and also to Cap t Collins the Disbursing Agent , and to set fort 

ll ~l 

, 

to you our wants and grievances , It is known to you that our 

people arrived a t Forts Coffee and Towson t oo late to get into 

the Countr y and to make a crop , We had no land opened , and every 

thing was to be done , preparatory to planting . Many of our peo­

ple have d i ed , and a l arge portion ave been sick , the season 

was unusua l ly dry , under these unfavourable circumstances t 

could not be expected that we could have rai ed much of a crop . 

Forseeing t at 'le sho nl d be in great want of prov sion, 

we peti tioned our great Father the resident o the nited tates , 

through you i n September last for an addi tional supply of provi -

sion for even months to enable us to live until our next crop , 

should be fit for use . To this application we regret to learn 

no answer has been received, I t would be i dle for s to set forth 

what will b e the suffering o our people unlefs more provision 

is had. You have been amongst our peop e , and know our 'I nts, 

we have exp ended with f ew except ons , our individual mon es , 
... 

and even if we had the mo ey we are located t oo far to go to 

t h e sett l ements for provision w thout enti ely n glect ng our 

crops. Many of u s live from one hundr ed to one hundred and 

titty miles f rom the Arkansas 1 ne , e th refore v sh ng wish­

ing to pre s erve the r emnant of our people , from starvat on , do 

request y ou t o take the most speedy measure s for fut•nish ng us 

with the seven mon t hs provis i on , our s i tuat on req ire imme-



diate action before an answer could be had from Wash ngton , and 

as we ask to b e subsisted from our own funds , we hope you wil 

proceed forthwith to do it , 7e cannot for a moment believe that 

objections will be ~ade by the Var Dept . or our great Father 

the President of the United States to this our reasonable r equest . 

(Slone Love 
( 
(James riol:f 
( 

) 
) 
) 

(Hi,o,chu,tub,bee 
( 
( 
(I,a pum,by 
( 
( 

~ (Green wood 

~ ~ 
:(At, to,ka 
ttl( 

( 
(Ah ba rna. hubby 
( 
( 

his 
X 

mark 
his 

X 

mark 
his 

X 

mark 
his 

X 

mark 
his 

X 
mark 
his 

(Mah ho ba tub bee x 
( mark 

his ) 
I sh, te,ho , to , pa, King x) 

mar k) 0 
0 

his ) ~ Isaac Albertson X ) ..... 
mark) H.l 

to 
his ) ..... 

0 George Colbert X ) p 
mark ) {!) 

1-$ 
) to 

J me Colbert Si gned ) ) 

(OIA: ChickaBaw File (Emigr . ) A52l-552 . Choctaw Agency . A552 . ) 
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Doaksvil le , Choctaw Nation . 

27~h January 1839 . 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq 

Com~ Ind~ Affa irs 

Sir, 

We believe it our duty to state to you that the siruation 

of the Chickasaws afte~ t he expi ration of the present contrac t 

for the year's subsistence which w· l take place on the 3l~t 

lnst. wil l be t ruly deplor able . Owin to the general pre­

valence of the Small~ox and fevers among them dur _ng the last 

se&son, t hey were abl e t o make but little towards the pres ent 

ye&r's subsi s te nc e . - The latenefs of their arrival in the 

Country too r ender ed it i mposs i ble to have bee n otherw se . In 

fact t hei r cr ops ~ere a l most nothing , mearly furnishing them a 

small part of the r subsis tence dur ng the summer and fall : Con­

sequently t hey have b een and are ent rely dependent upon the s ub ­

sistence fu r nishe them thro ' the Government . 

The whol e peopl e have r epeat edly ·made Statements of thes 

f&cts to us, and i n t he most urgent language requested that their 

wants might be made kno n to the Depar tment , Stating ( which i s 

undoubtedly t he f act) t hat unl efs the Government •il l pr ovi de 

them Subsistence until the next c r op shall be suff i ci ent l y ad ­

V&noed for use ( Say unt i l August tha t ~ 1 must Suffer and many 

even Starve. 

Majr Armstron8 has mad e several cormnunicat i ons t o the 

Dep~ on the Subj ec t wi th one of them enclosing a petition from 

the Chickasaw Council; but, not having r eceived ins truct ions i s 

121 



tearful that his communications may have miscarri ed . 

Not knowi ng the wi shes of the Dept on the Subject , we can 

ot course take no St eps t oward s r el i eving them . The pri ncipal 

part of the Na ti on have settled up on the Boggy and Blue in which 

sections of Count ry there are no supplies: therefo e as they must 

be furnished f r om a distanc e (whi ch w 11 take time and prepara­

tion) we would mos t r espectfully request that the earl i es t instruc ­

tions may be gi ven us . 

With much respec t we have the honour to be 

Your most Ob~ Ser~ 9 

wm ; Ar mstrong 

Act. Supt . w. T. 

R. D C. Collins 

Capt U S A 

Prin Mil:Y Ds . Agt 

(OIA: Chickasaw F i l e A 529- 570. Doaksville . A- 529 . ) 
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(C OPY) 

Boggy 17th February 1839 

Sir 

Previous to the emigrati on of the Chockasa•s I was authorized 

by M~jr Upshaw the Superi nt endent for our removal , to gather as 

many of our people as I coul d and join the party starting a t Mem­

phis. I was told that I should be paid for provisions I would 

furnish fo r the Chickasaws unti l we met at emphis , Accordingly 

I collected about t wo hundred and furnished them with corn and 

Beer to take them to Memphis, I had twenty Beeves weighing from 

five to seven hundred slaughtered fo the emigrants, and furni shed 

fifty bushels corn. The Beves I value at Twenty dollars and the 

Corn at One dollar a bus hel 

I wi sh you to make this s tatement to the Department to have 

me paid. I have a l etter rom Col . Upshaw requesting and prefsing 

me to join him with al l my people . 

Your friend 

(S i gned) James Colbert 

Capt wm Armstrong 

Act. Supt. ~est . Terr y . 

I was present at Majr Colbcrts previous t o the emigrati on 

and knew that he furnishe d t he Beef and Co r n a s above s t ated and 

that the Chickas aws w nt wit him t o emphis . I unde r stood that 

he was to be paid by Ma j r Upshaw 

(Signed) Geo A Backus 

(OIA: Chickasaw (Emigr) FileA569-699 . Choct aw Agency . A- 569 . ) 



T Hartley Crawford Esq: 

Commt of Ing Affrs 

Si r 

Choctaw Agency 7est 

February 22d 1839 

24 

I h ave the honor to enclose you a petition from 

the Chickas aw Council addrefsed to Capt Collins and myself . You 

will have receive our communication of the 27 Ulto from Doaks ­

ville informing you that Capt Collins hud ifsued proposals for 

subsisting the Chickasaws Seven months pon my arrival a~ the 

agency yes terday , Your communication of the 2~d Ulto was re­

ceived st ating that an applicat on had been mad to the President 

and Senate to obtain their sanction which is required by the 

Treaty t o a sail of stocks to meet the expenditure . 

The s i tuat on of the Chickasaws required immediate action 

to save t hem from starvation, I saw myself their distrefses the 

season of the year for putting in a crop is near at hand , if they 

were l eft vvi tho t further aid noth ng could be done , The Chicka­

saws settl ed on Blue and Boggy are in danger of great suffering 

there is neither Ca t tle or hogs in the country , a small drov of 

forty or fif ty hogs wu driven in wh le I wa s on Blue which com­

manded the enormous price of twenty five cents a pound, but few 

or the Indians have money , and if they had t ey are one hundred 

and twenty mi les from the line , such was their prefs ng ~ants 

that they hung arround me , stating there situat on, and without 

either Corn or beef they must starve, The present contractors 

d some corn t o complete the ifsue to the Chickasaws , who have 



not yet drawn fo r the whole year . I prevailed upon them to 

ifsue a months r a tions of corn , by which time the new Contrac t 

would take effect a nd if they di not get the contract , who ever 

did would ac count to them for the months provision out o the 

seven mont h s. 

Th e pet i t ion of t he Chickasaws sets forth their wants , 

without the pro vision but f ew vould have remained at their new 

homes, t hey would have come into the settlements and abandoned 

their homes, A delegat on would have started fo r washington im­

mediatel y and prefs~d Capt Collins to adopt the course he ha s . 

My object was to lceep the Chic~asaws rom starving and to enable 

them to make a crop and live her eafter by their own labour . I 

hope and bel i eve what I have done will be approved of by the 

Depar t ment 

Respectfully 

Yr Mo Obt . Serv~ 

~m Armstrong 

Act Supt ~ . T. 

(OIA: Chickas aw (Emigr . ) Fie A521- 552 . Choctaw Agency. A552 . ) 



Sir 

Choctaw Agency es t 

March 1 8 1 839 

The C .ckasaws are very anxious to have a Grist and Saw 

Mill erected on Blu the site is the best in the Country with 

126 ·-

a rock bottom and banks . affording sufficient water the year 

round to grind and saw I am unable t o state what a good· plai n 

substant ial mill with two pair of stones , one for corn and the 

other fo r wheat , · th a saw attached w.puld cost . Between seven 

and Te n thousand dollars ~ould in all probability be the cost , 

It is so very desirable that a mill shou d . be put up as expedi ­

tiously as pofsible . I beg leve to request direct ions from the 

Department as early as pracitable . Some time must necefsarily 

elaps to advertise and prepare before the work can progrefs . I 

am also reque s ted by the Chickasa 1s to state to the Department 

that they wish Looms and ~heels , nd a good supply of agri cul ­

tural i mpl iments , such as hoes aKes and grubbing hoes , t hat many 

of t heir people in moving lost their farming utensils and others 

left t heir in the old nation . I have imployed three Black smiths 

to work f or the Chickasaws many of them seem disposed to · ork 

but they are very destitute of farming utensils 

T Hartley Crawford Es qr 

Commr Indian, Aff ai rs 

Wash i ngton Ci t y 

Respectfully 

Yr Mo obt . Sert . 

vm Armstrong 

Act. Supt . T. 

(OIA: Chickasaw File A 570- 583 . Choc t aw Agency. A- 570 . ) 
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(COPY) 

Boggy Depot 

ay ath 1839 . 

Sir 

Yesterday morning a Chickasaw Indian came in , and informed 

us that there was a whi te man lying dead on the road near Little 

Boggy about 20 miles from th s place . Guy myself and two or 

three others immediately mounte d our horses and went out , upon 

arriving at the place we found the bodies of two white men , that 

had left t his place a day or two before f o the Agency , their 

names were Backus and Crump. Backus you might have seen here 

last winter, Crump was from ifsifsippi and had started on his 

way back. The body of Crump was severely mangled having been 

cut in many places with a knife . Backus lay some fifty yards 

off and appe~re d to have been running away vhen he was shot, 

he was lying on his face , and the back part of his skull had 

been broken, apparently with a tomahawk, 

It was known that Crump had a considerable amount of 

money with him , part of it consisting of specia , vhich he carried 

in his saddle bags . Ve at first supposed that he had probably 

been murdered for his money, but upon further ex mination , 

we found a mule that they had with them about a quarter of a 

mile off, with an arrow shot nearly throu h him The arrow 

was one wi th an iron point and such as the J i d Indians use , I 

never have seen any like it amon the Chickasaws o Choctaws , 

moreover none of these Indians could have shot it with suf­

ficient force, as it must have kille the mul e immediately . 

e have had several surmises as to who were the murderers . 



I think myself from all the information I can obtain that it 

was a party o f Indians , (supposed to be either Cherokees 
. ' 

Kickapoos, or Caddoes) who had stolen horses in Texas and were 

making thei r way to Arkansas . These Indians had been pursued 

b y some Texians who had follo~ed their trail in that direction , 

and two men arrived at the Depot who me t the Indians with the 

horses between Muddy Boggy & Lit tle Boggy , and they must have 

overtaken the two men that we re killed not far from the place 

where their bodi es were found , These same Indians had killed 

128 ~-

one or two horse s with ar ows the night they stole the horses from 

Texas. To day one of the Texians came back and says that he saw 

the t wo horses that Crump and Backus rode away near Brushey , 

they we r e severely wounded either with knives or ar ows . The 

remainder of the 'rexians wer·e still in pursuit , I think they 

must have b een killed · by Indians , some too who understood well 

the use of the bow and arrow . Ther e is now upon Blue nd . ashi t a 

some 3 or 400 Ki kapoos, and a par t y of Osages besides some Del e­

wares and Shawnees , The vhickasaws are getting alarmed and are 

very anxious to have them removed , The Osages stole some horses 

from the Kickapoo s , who pursued them and killed two of the Osages, 

This will pr obably produce a disturbance between them , The white 

men are now afra id to travel between this place and the Agency 

since t be murder of these two men , Some o the Kickapoos were 

in at the Depot to day , and I . t old them to tell thei Captain 

to come in a s I wi shed to have a talk with him , they .have sent 

for him and he will be in to morr ow or next day . I have been 

thus minute in relating all the circumstances that you might 

form your own opinion, I think it would be well to send a part y 



or troops· out into this section of the Country, 1 t might be 

the means of preventing difficult ie s of a ser ious nature, 

The dragoons from Gibson could make the trip i n a few days . 

I have sent this by exprefs, and would like to hear from you 

by its return, 

Respectfully 

Yr o Obt Sert 

(Signed) G. P. Kingsberry 

Capt. wm Armst rong 

Act~ Supt. ~ est. Terry . 

{OIA: Chi ckasaw File A600 - 605 . Choctaw Agency . A- 600 . ) 



Sir 

Boggy Depot 

May 13th 1839 

13 {)' ' 

Since I l a s t wro t e you I have made every pofsible enquiry 

in endeavouring to as certain the murderers of those t wo white 

men, Crump and Backus , From all the information I can obta in 

I am now i nduced to beleive that the murder was committed by 

a party of I ndians (supposed to be principally Cherokees) who 

had stol en horses from Texas . These Indians six in nur.1ber pafsed 

Muddy Boggy , a few minuits after the two hite men left t he re, 

They we re dri ving some 12 or 13 horses, and were traveling at a 

pretty b r isk trot . They had with bows and arrows . They must 

have overt aken these t vo white men about five or six miles beyond 

Muddy Boggy . As I stat-ed before we found a mule tha t belonged 

to Crump about a quarter of a mile from the r oad wi th an arro1 

sticking i n its side, Since then their saddles have been found 

a fe w hundred yards from where the mule lay, and near them two 

more a r r ows , with their iron points broken off . A trail which · 

t he Ghi ckas aws say must have been made by about six horses was 

found l eadi n g from there to the road , and a party of four of 

them wa s me t by some Chickasaws towards evening between Kiamechi 

and Brushey . Robert Folsom and some other Choctaws ho met them , 

say they were mostly Cherokees , who had been pafsing and repafs ­

ing from Texa s to the Cherokee nation , They have a pafsway near 

little Bog y where they cr ofs over to the Can dian and from thence 

into t he Cherokee Nation . They may have supposed that these 

two men were Texi ans who wer e in pursui t of them , or they may 

have found out that Crump had money wi th h i m, As he carried 



some six or seven hundred dollars in specia in his saddle bags, 

He also had some paper money in his pocket book all of which 

is mifsing. These Indians have pafsed over into the Cherokee 

Nation, or a bout Fort Smi th and Van Buren, If exertions were 

mad e they pofsibly might be found out . 

Last Fri day the Chief s and principal men of the band 

of Kickap oo s who are now encamped on the Vashita , came in to 

the Dep ot to hear a talk , I told them that I was an Agent of 

the Unit ed States , and had come out to this place some five or 

six days since , that upon my arrival the ~hickasaws had told me 

that ther e was a large ba nd of Kickapoos encamped on the ~ash ta 

hunting Buffalow and killing game . That I had sent for them to 

have a t alk with them, nd to learn why t he y had come into the 

Chickasaw country , I told them that their Great f a ther the Amer­

ican Pr e s ident had g iven all his re d children or · va ious tribe s 

each a s eperate country for themselves, that he had given the 

Kickapoos a country ·on the Mifsouri and had given the Chicka­

saws t he Count ry on the ~ashita and Red rivers that he had pr om­

ised the Chickas aws to protect them, keep off intruders , and 

that no Indian s should settle there without their consent, that 

the Chi ckas aws wanted this country for themselves , and i d not 

wish any other I ndians t"o set t le in it, I tol him moreover 

that the r e wa s some Caddoes and other bad Ind i an s who were r un­

ning about t he Country on Red R'ver , That they had stolen horses 

and other pr operty and had killed white men, I then showed them 

the bow and arrow t hat we had ound near where the two whi te 

men we re kil led , and told him that I suspected some of these 
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Indians who stole horse s had committed the murder , that I wa s 

trying to fin d out who they were , that they might be brought to 

justice, t hat . if depredat i ons we re committed and white men 

killed, in the country be l onging to the United states , The Presi ­

dent would send out troopes and d ·ive them all out of the Coun­

try, I told them therefore if they knew any thing about it or 

could give any i nformati on that would lead to the detection of 

t he murderers they had better do ~o , as other~ise some of the i r 

own people might be suspected and become envolved in the di f f i-

cul~y. 

The Chief then said that he had rode a great distance 

tirec and hungry , would think upon what I said to them , and have 

another talk the next day , I gave them some Corn and tobacco 

and they encamped near here all night . The next day they came 

in to finish the talk The old Chief first showed me several 
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papers that had been given him by Gen~ Rusk . of Texas , some were 

pasports through the Texian Country and others of a friendly na­

ture saying that this band of Ki ckapoos were good men and f r iend­

ly to ~ard the whites, He then said that before he came over this 

side of Red River he had held a talk with Gen~ Rusk and the Texian 

Captains. That Genl usk had told him that there wa s a fine coun­

try over here on the a shita and plenty of game , That red men 

lived there, who were good men and could ive hi m and his peo-

ple land to reside upon and that he advised him and his people 

to go over there and settl e, This he said was the reason tha t 

he had come over this s i de of Red River, He said his people 

were nearly starv i ng a nd he wished t o get t o a country where 



he could find game to hunt and raise a little corn , to keep his 

people from starving. hen he fjrst came over here he said he 

had sent to the Chickasav1 Chiefs to have a talk vn th them, he 

wished to pPocure some land of the Chicka s ws to raise corn for 

his people . He said that the Chockasaw Chiefs had promised to 

hold a counci l with them, but d~d not come at tne time ppointed . 

He said that if the Chickasaws did not wish him to remain in tne~r 

country i t was ery Mell, that he di d not dsh to create any dif-

ficulty, and would try and nd some other country f or his people 

to go to . He said that his people were st rv n and he wa s try­

ing to get them to a ountry whe re they could obtain something 

to eat but if we did not want them to stay he would go a ay and 

endeavour to find s ome other country He said that he di d not 

li{e it when I t hrew down the bow and arrow before h i , a s if 

I had su spected that some of his people had committed the mur­

der, but that it was no matter that he d i d not wish t o hav e any 

difficulty. e said tha.t his people had never commit ted any 

outrages on the whites , but had always been friendly to them . He 

said the arro w looked like a 7aco arrow but several tribes had 

arrows similar to it . He said that the red people were all broth-

ers and that they ought to suffer each other he thought to travel 

through their different countries . He knew he said that the 

great American Chic~ had divided the Country here into little 

strips f or t he di f ferent tribes, but he tho ght they ought to 

have one Country and go where they chose , {e said that there 

was but one Great Spirit arid that he had made all th s Country, 

that he had made the Hhite men and r ed men , that he had placed 



the ' ite men, away off a c rofs the great aters , and had placed 

the r ed men here in this country . But that the /hite men had 

come over and driven the re d men away from their country , and 

that they were crowding them of~ further and further towards 

the set t i ng sun e very year that he did not know where they 

would g o to next. He sa i d that the Texi an Chiefs had told h im 

a g reat many lies, 8nd he wished me n ow to tel l him the truth, 

If I s ai d he must leave this country he would go, that he did 

134 

not wish to make a d ifficulty , but auld try and find another 

cou..."'ltry. I to l d him in reply that I would g iv e them a. · strai ht 

talk, would tell them nothing but the truth . That the ir great 

rat er t h e Ameri can President did n ot pe mi t h is Agents to talk 

to his r ed Children with a forked tongue, I told him I had no 

doubt that he a n d h is people were ood men . I had ev i dence of 

that in the papers he had shown me . but he k new that there were 

bad men, such as the Caddoes lacoes and some Cherokees who fre­

quent ed the b o rde rs of the Chicka s aw count r y along re d river, 

These men would steal horses and other sto ck , and say it was the 

Kickapoos, a n d t hus a d ifficulty would be created between the 

Chickasaws and Ki ckapoos . it was to prevent any diff i cul ty of 

this k nd that t he Chickas aws wished all t he se Ind ians removed , 

I told h i m that their great fat her the presi dent had a special 

regard f o r al hLs re0 Children n d wished to nake the m comfort­

able nd happy. that he knew that the game ¥as gettin scarce 

and they could not all subsist by hunt ing , nd he t herefore 

wished them to ra ise c orn a nd cattle and live 1 e the whites , 

that he had ac cord ingly iven each tribe a country o them elves. 



13 5 

that they mi ght cult ivate the soil and have a permanent home , 

that he had given them money and good s , ploughs and hoes , and 

had had blacksmiths shops erected for their use , That he had 

appointed Agents to attend to their want s and a~sist them in ac ­

quiring t he arts of civilization . I told h im them the Kickapoos 

had a fine country on the Mifsouri and an Agent to take care of 

them and to attend to their wants , that if he and his people be­

longe d t o that tribe , he had better joip them, settle down among 

h is own people, commence raising corn And cattle, and he would 

then have a permanent home of his own, and I had no doubt in a 

few years he would be much happier than he now wa s . I told him 

ho wever as his people were starving he could remain where he was 

and hunt game for the present , but that he had better make pre ­

parations to move as soon as they could get something to eat . 

I told h i m that I expected another Agent, and perhaps some 

troops woul d come out in the course of a month or two, and that 

he could remain until they came . But that he must be careful 

and not allow any of his people to steal from the Chickasaws if 

he did they would have to leave i nnnediately . I told h i m that 

in s howi ng him the bow and arrow I did not intend to accuse 

h im or the people he had with him of murdering the ~1hi te men , 

but I wished his afsistance in finding them out . That they were 

bad men and that al l good men ou ht to afsist in br].nging them 

to justice. He in reply said that he was very lad to hear 

what I had told h i m, that I had given them a good talk and 

his heart f elt much lighter . He said that he had thou ht of 

going with his people to Mifsouri, but people had told him 

there were souldi ers a l ong the fronti er i n Arkansas, and they 
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would not l e t h i m pafs , but he knew now that they had told him 

lies, He sai d tha t he wi shed to tell me all the truth that he 

wished t o conc eal nothing , He said the Osage s stole horses 

from t hem t wo or three times, they d i d not persue t hem, but let 

the horses go . the last time they stole horses h s people pur­

sued them got all t heir horses but t hree. and kill ed one Osage . 

He sa i d he kne he had done wrong , but woul d t ell all the 

t r uth and conceal noth ing . He sa i d that the r e wa s another 

Ch i ef at ome here they were encamped . That he would o and 

t e l l him the talk we had had, That he w .he I vould g ive h m 

s ome tobacco fo r this Ch i ef t hat t hey mi ght smoke and talk it over 

togather , I a c cord ingly gav e t hem some mor e tobac co and they went 

away very uch satisfi ed . . 

I h ave no doubt t ha t t his old Chi ef and hi s band are wel l 

dispose d peacable people, t h . t t hey have been very much imposed 

upon by the Texians . I t would appear from what he says that 

Genl Rusk was desirous to get t hem out of t e Country, and had 

ac c ord i ngly told them they had be tter come over on this side 

of the riv e r and settle on the ~a s hi ta. I would not wish to 

impugn the motives of Genl Rusk , and he may have sent them 

over f or the purpose of keeping them o t of the way of the 

Texians to prevent t heir killing them. T is part y of Texians 

who were i n pursuit o the horse thieves , sai d they auld raise 

a company and come over the river and soon drive all these I n­

dians off or kill them , nil they wished to know o·f me , if i t 

would pr oduce any diffi cul t y with the United States , I told 

them that I considered i t wou l d be a ver y unauthorized act, 

and in t act acc ording t o the l aw of Nati ons it ~ould be a 



vir tual declarati on of war f or them to enter our territory with 

an armed f o rce without permifsion from the Gove r nment . It might 

mor eove r be a t tended by very bad consequences to themselves , as 

it might i nstigate the Indi ans to acts of hostility in retalia­

tion and thus produc e a border ~ar . They had be t ter I thought 

abandon t he i dea entirely . The different tribes of Indians as 

they are driven out of Texas will have no place to go to . and I 

think there i s gr at danger of the desperate and rascally men of 

t he va ri ous t ribes forming themselves into a seperate band for 

t he purpose of robb i ng and plundering the Indians and other in-
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habitants on this f rontier I think some measu r e s should be taken 

te prevent an occur rence of this nature, I f t he Government in-

t end t o fulf il t heir treaty s i pulations with the Chickasaws and 

Choctaws, they ought certainly to erect a Fo t somewhere on the 

Wa shita fo r their protec tion , 

They ar e now exposed to the depradations of all those 

wild roving t r' ibes of Indians , and have already lost a consider­

able qua ntity of s t ock , and l i ve constantly in fear o loosing 

mor e. The Uni t ed St te s have certainly nothing to fear from 

t he hostiliti es of the Chickasaws and uhoctaws , and I think 

some of t hei r f or ts should be advanced a little further into 

t he I nd i an Count r y . 
~ 

The y are under s olemn t r eat y s tipulat i ons to protect 

these I ndi ans , and it cannot effectually be done wi thout a 

Ga rri s on somewhe r e i n this section of count r y . I t would be 

ve ry useful in other res pe cts , a s an outpost to watch the 

first app r ouches of hos t i l ity among the Ind ians , 



I have been thus prolin in order to g ive . ou a s near as 

I could the true situation of affairs i n this section of the 

country. As I have no doubt t here will be many flying reports 

some or them perhaps very much exaggerated 

Capt · ~ Armstrong 

Act~ Supt r. T. 

I have the honor t o be 

Respectfully 

Yr ott Ser~ 

( Si gne d) G. P. Kingsberry 

Choctaw Agency. 

(CIA: Chickasaw File A600- 605 . Choctaw Agency . A- 605 . ) 
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Choctaw Agency ·Jest 

May 16th 1839 

Sir 

I have the honor to enclose you copy of a letter received 

from Mr Kingsberry Acting Agent for the ~hockasaws, This is the 
' first murder I h ve ever kno~n committed in the Choctav Nation 

or indeed in the Indian country for money . It would seem from 

the bow l eft on the ground , and the arrow in the mule , that the 

murder was perpetrated by the Vild Indians, It 'ITas so out of 

Character for an Indian to leave his bow or even his arrow, that 

I have very strong s uspicions that the bow & arrow was obtained 

trom the ~ ild Indi ans by either the Chickasaws or Vhite men on 

Boggy, and after the murder both the bow and arrow were left to 

induce the belief that either the Wild Indians or Caddoes Kicka -

poos or 0sages had committed the murder . 

If I am wrong in my first imprefsions as to ~ho the mur-

ders are, it must be the Kickapoos, Shawnees or Delawares or 

some of the scattering tribes on Blue and ~ashita and until they 

are moved the 0hickasaws will not be satisfied or remove any dis -

tance within their district Heretofore the Blue & rashita has 

been common hunting ground for the different tribes . There were 

no Choctaws liv in7 there until the Ch ckasaws came on , 

I notifi ed the l::)hawnees , Del wares and s catterin tribes 

to remove, but wi thout a ilitary force they will not go, I 

sent a copy of Mr Kingsberry ' s letter to Gen1 Arbuckle and hope 

' he will direct a company of dragoons that have just started to 

accompany some traders as f ar as our limits, on their way to 

Santa Fee. to return by Blue and ~a slita and order away the scat-
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tering tribes there to their own Country. Thi s would do great 

good, and be the means perhaps of preventing a difficulty which 

will arise between the tribe s if no steps are taken to prevent 

it, The Blue '~ashita Country is so f r · est , P. nd so near the 

ild tribes on one side with Texas on the other, that it ~ould 

seem to be the position fo a ilitary post in the place of Fort 

Towson 

Very Respectfully 

T. Hartley urawford Esqr 

Commt Indian Affairs 

Jashington City 

Yr Mo Obt Servt 

.m Armstrong 

Act Supt T 

{CIA: Chickasaw File A600- 605 . Choc t aw Agency . A- 600 . ) 
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Choc t aw Agency .test 

May 25 1839 

Sir 

I hnve the honor to enclo se you a copy of a second letter 

received from l r ingsberry Ac ting Agent for the Ghickasaws upon 

the subject of the mur der of the t wo whi te men near Boggy . (Crump 

and Ba ckus) and lso of an i nterview r Kingsberry had ;ith the 

Kickapoos. 

I mentioned in my l e tter of the 16th 1ay that heretofore 

t he Blue and 1ashita c ountry had been considered common hunting 

ground, that the consequence wa s that several remnants of tribes 

had settled there , lt appears from Mr Kingsberry ' s state~ent 

that the Texians have been endeavouring to get the Indians to set­

tle on Blue and :ashita, The Chickasaws have a great many horses 

and considerable property , Unlefs those s cattering bands are re-

moved, the property of the Chickasaws will be in danger , as well 

as their advanceme nt greatly retarded , 

~r Kingsberry under stands the character of I ndi ans , ha s the 

confidence of the Chickasaws and will be able by his p esence on 

Blue to know correc tly what is gooing on . As he commenced sub­

sisting the first pa rty of Chickasaws , I should be gl ad he could 

remain until the c·lose of the seven months ifsue, Sho ld howe ver, 

~ajr Upshaw come on of c ourse I will as directed d i scontin e M~ 

Kingsberry who only remains t m u rgent solicitation . 

Ve ry respectfully 

Yr o Obt Serv~ 

T Hartley Crawford Esqf 
.m Arms t rong 

' Commf Indian t.fatrs. Ac t. Supt . ' . T 

ashington City. 
(OIA: Chickasaw File A600- 605. Choctaw Agency. A-605. ) 
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Ch oc taw Agency Ve st 

SepteMber 10~~ 1840 

We the unde r s i gned Commifsioners & Chiefs of the Chicka­

saws i n Counc i l as s embled ha e ad under consideration that part 

of y our l et ter from the Commifsioner of Ind an ffairs , upon the 

subject of f urn sh i ng with money nr rations, the last em-'grat ing 

party of Chickasaws who hav~ not r eceived the seven months pro­

vision i n add i tion to·the t ~elve months furnished the emigrants . 

In order to place all upon the sam footing we wish the last party 

headed by the K ng furnishe~ w th s~ven months provis on , As the 

payment i s made from the Chickasaw money it surely s nothing but 

justice tha t all should r.ece ve an equal proport on This is s o 

cl ear t hat i t is unnecefsary to say any thing mo r e upon the ub­

ject. I n add i tion the wa nts of this party ac tually r eq re the 

provision in place of money, Owing to t he act that the Ki 

wi t h his part y when they came on, settled near Fort Towson and 

are now preparing to remove up to the Ch ckasaw n · strict. over 

one hundr ed mi les , there ore the provision will suit b tter than 

money The party now claiming the seven months , under contrac t 

with J, efs Doak & Ti ms of Red River they f rnishe goo provision 

and gave great atisfaction, and we vish them to supply us again 

as we know they will take more trouble to get us pork . and to 

accomoda t e us than any other contractors ould do. I f they were 

to r ece i ve money some would not ap .ly it properly for purchas-

ing pr ovisi on . ' e must ask you to at tend to this as early as 

potsible . You a r e awar that the great drought . has shortened 

the corn crop v ery much , and as thi s part y came late in the 



country they have made but 1 ttl e corn corn . Their cond i tion 

will require afsistance, and we hope you wil urge ou request 

to the proper Department. 

Capt wm Arms trong 

Act. Supt. W~ Terry 

Benjamin Love 
his 

Ish te ho to pa x the King 
mark 
his 

I saac Alberson x 
mark 
his 

Pistah l ah tubby x 
mark 

J ame s Colbert 

fOIA: Chickasaw File A 882 . Choctaw Agency . ) 
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Sir 

Choctaw Agency est 

September 30th 1840 

The enclo9ed papers were received from Col . Upshaw Chicka­

saw Agent. You perceive that the par ty of Chickas a s ~ho emi­

grated last headed by Ish to hotopa the King wish provi s on fur ­

nished them for the a i tiona Seven "1~onths , I stated to them 

the indisposi t ion of the Department t o makin further contracts , 

and that if the money c ould e pai d them, i n liew o the rat ion s , 

I felt wi ll satisfied the Dept . would accede to their reques t . It 

appears the party expected to remove sole di stance f rom whe re they 

are now situated , this i s the reason why they prefer pro sion to 

money, I can also t estify t o the abili ty and i ntegrity of efsrs 

Doak & Tims who furnishe the Kings party with their t welve months 

pr ovision, under contract with Capt Collins . 

I al so enclose you a lett r from Mr Love who was he re 

in my absence t o Gibson , and ha s gone on to Mifs fsippi, He vill 

be prepared to r emove the balance of the Chicka s aws , And wishe 

t o s ubsi st them, a f te the r arr i val , They will come by ater 

t o Fort Coffee , Fr om there to where they will settle , on Blue 

is about One hun r e nd fifty miles 

very Re spectfully 

Your o Ob~ sert 

17m Armstrong 

T Hartley Crawford ct 3upt V T 

Commr I nuian ffa irs 

Washington Ci ty , 

( OIA: Ch i ckasaw Fi le A 882 . Cho taw Agency. ) 



Camp Homes Little River 

Creek Nation Feb~ 11 , 1842 

In J anuary 1838 I was in' charge of a party of Emigrat­

ing Chickasaw I ndi ans of about one hundred & fifty and I made 

an arrangement with Capt . Boyd, Master of the Steamer Itaska, 

for the t ransportation of the Indians, their Stock and baggage , 

to the Post of Arkansas , and thence to Little Rock for as many 

of the Indians as might be disposed to go . The St eamboat 

Itaska wa s one of the boats employed unde r the Buckner Contract 

for transporting Chickasaws . It was expressly agreed between 

the Captain and myself that he was to be paid for the transport ­

ation of Indians from the Post of Arkansas to Little Rock, but 

onl y for so many as should actually be transported by him . 

On our arrival at t he Post of Arkansas most of the In­

dians de termined to take to the land and there were only about 

fifte en transported to Li ttle Rock, in the Steamboat . I am 

not sure of the number . fuen I arrived at Little Rock I met 

with Capt. Buckner , who became very polite & friendly in hi s 

manner towards me - taking me familiarly by the arm and asking 

me to drink , and then he suggested to me that my certificate 

of the numbe r of the Ind i ans that had been transported from 

t he Post of Arkansas t o Li ttle Rock required some correction -

that I ought to have g i ven a certifi cat e for as many as I had 

wished should trav e l by water , meaning the whole of the party 

except a f ew t o drive stock . I t old hi m that I had given a 

correct certi f icate ac cording to my agreemen t wi th Captain 

Boyd and that I could not alter it. He s t a t ed that Capt. 

Boyd had told him that the agreement was that he was to 

bring all of the Indians except a few t o drive the Stock , 

and he appeared exceedingly anxious to get me to alter t he 



Certificat e until I told h i m plainly that I would not alter 

it. 

At t he time I left the boat, as I did with most of 

the Ind ians at the Pos t of Arkansas , I h d some controversy 

with Cap t . Boyd about the baggage of the Indians. He was 

not satisfied with the Certificate of the quantity I wa s 

willing to give him , and he wished me to Certify to a much 

larger amount sayi ng that Mr . Roach , who had been with him with 

another party of Chickas ws , had certified to more than he 

wished me to certify to , when Captain Boyd said that he, r ·. 

Roach, had n ot half as much as I had with my party . I had 
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no means of we i ghing the baggage and do not remember what amount 

I certified for ; but I gave as liberal a certificate as I felt 

justified i n d oi ng , - refusing to accede to the wishe s of the 

Captain. 

· I n the Contract with Capt . Buckner I d id not unde r ­

stand tha t it was agreed to transport any stock at all, and 

therefore when I a r ranged wi th Capt . Boyd for the transport­

tion of the Stock of my party of Chickasaws, I refused to 

make any te rms other than that it should be left with Col . 

Upshaw and Capt . Philips, U. S. Agents , to make what settle­

ment they pl eased for i t . 

I ce t i f i ed t o the number of horses &c but I never 

knew what settl ement was made for it . 

R. B. Crockett 

(OIA: Chickasa w ( Emigr .) Fi le H-1003-1048 . H- 1003.) 



Hon. J. C Spencer 

Secy of War 

Sir 

Fort Smith Arkansas 

March 8th 1842 

I have the honor to report that ~fiat recently while in 

the neighborhood of the blue and boggy rivers in the Chickasaw 

district of the Choctaw Nation; I f ell in company with Mr R. J . 

Humphreys an intelligent white man who married a daughter of 

John McClish, a Chickasaw half- breed now deceased. Mr Humphreys 

has in his possession a memorandum book kept by his father-in­

law during the emigration of himself and family in 1837 to this 

country, exhibitting a number of particulars whose authenticity 

cannot be doubted by any one who has access to the book 

Mr McClish had the immediate Charge of a portion of 

Chickasaws who were conveyed from Nemphis to Fort Coffee in the 

Steam Boatd Fox under the contract of Mr Buckner . The book 

notes the day of departure from Memphis 14th of Nov 1837 and 

day of arrival at Fort Coffee on Tuesday 21st and contains a 

list of the names of the heads of families under the charge 

of McClish - exhibiting also the number of wagons , oxen and 

horses belonging to each head of family and stating the num­

ber of persons in each family. 

The book notes also the whole number of passengers 

that ~ere conveyed in the boat at 260 . 

From the note book referred to there were 106 persons 

under the immediate care of McClish with 10 wagons 28 oxen 

and 22 horses. The names of the heads of fami lie s as stated 

147 



in the note book ( an which also appears on a separate paper 

purporting to be an a /c by McClish) are JnO McClish, J ames 

R. J. Humphreys and Mimy Colbert . 

Mr Humphreys stated to me from recollection and with 

apparrent reliance upon his memory that in addition t o those 

persons, there were on board of the Fox other heads of Famil­

ies with wagons &c; as, McClure (two wagons) Bynum t wo, Kemp 

one, & Chegels one. He states that some of the wagons were 

ox wagons carrying but small loads - that he had not over one 

Thousand pounds in his own wagon - He states t hat the whole of 

the baggage on board of the boat was conveyed by the 16 wagons 

(including the 10 noted by McClish} and a few packed horses -

that perhaps half of the wagons were themselves conveyed by 

the boat (the others going by land from Memphis, as did the 

horses and oxen) and taking the whole of the baggage together 

he is k&-is willing to be qualified to the opinion that there 

was not exoeeding t wenty tons on board of the Fox . 

I next fell in with Mr Guy residing on Bog ,_ y , vho ~as 

the Government Conductor of the party on board of the boat , and 

had a remarkable Statement from him to this effect; that on ar­

riving at Fort Coffee t he captain of the boat, on behalf of Mr 

Buckner desired him to certify to 125 tons of baggage : - fail­

ing to obtain that, he said he must have a certificate for 100 

tons, but the conductor finally gave him by estimate a certifi­

cate for 75 tons admitting to me that he believed it was more 

than there was on board of the boat, but that he had not means 

of weighing it. If the evidence in this matter is not suffi­

cient for a court of Justice, it would be quite suffi c i ent to 
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satisfy any man of common sense that Mr Buckner wa s paid for the 

transportation of twic e if no t three times as much baggage as 

there was on board of the boat. 

This view will fully bear out the very clear and judi­

cious report of the Commr of Indian Affairs adverse to the 

claims of Mr Buckner for some ~37000 which was nevertheless 

unfortunately allowed him in 1840 . 

In oonnexion with this subjec t I enclose herewith a 

statement made to me in writing by another conductor of Chicka­

saws Mr R B. Crockett - who now resides at lebbers falls near the 

mouth of Canadian River -

• 

I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully 

Yo: Obt . servt 

E A Hitchcock 

Maj . 8 Inf, 

Sp~ Comm~ 

(OIA: Chickasaw (Emigr.) File H 1003- 1948 . H-1003.) 

149 



~la shing t on Cit y 

June 1 , 1842 

Hon. J. C. Spencer 

Sec¥ of 'ar 

Sir 

The fol 1owin is an extrac t from the record of a "Talk", 

in the Chicka s aw Nati on , March 1~ 1842 , by Capt Greenwood i n the 

presence of Capt . Magilvery and other Chiefs & Head .men . 

Capt Greenwood states, 

"The Chickasaws we re t old that those who would emigrate 

themselve s should b e pa i d , but that a number of Chickasaws emi -

grated t hemselves and ha ve never been pa i d : - States , that he 

was one hims elf and that he r ece ived a paper , ent i tl i ng h i m t o 

pay, but has rece i ved no pay . 

Capt . Greenwood here s hew a letter dated Choctaw Agency 

Feb. 4h 1841 add ressed to h i mself and s i gned "Cha~ Johns on" 

/Clerk t o Major Armstrong , the Agent7 The l e t ter i nfo rms Capt . 

Greenwood that Capt . Ar ms trong l eft the agency about t en days 

before, f or Washington City & took wi th h i m his , Capt. Gre en­

wood s a ccount s for agons , amounting to $700 . Mr . Johns on gives 

the opinion t hat the ac counts wil l be pa id and promises to write 

again on t h e r eturn ot Capt . Armstrong . 

Capt. Greenwood states, that he spoke to Capt. Ar mstrong 

about the accounts and wa s t old that they had not been sett l ed , 

but had been left in Wa sh ington . 

State s t hat Capt. Magilvery has a similar c l aim , whi ch 

has never been paid; Explaining that perhaps Capt . Magilverys 

claim was included in his account" 
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I respect£ully recomnend that t h is case be referred to 

the Indian office and Capt. Greenwood (a principal Chief of 

the Chickasaws) be informed of the result. 

Very Respectfully 

Yo: Obt . Se rvt . 

E A Hitchcock 

Lt . Col . 3d Infy 

&c. 

(OIA: Chickasaw {Emi gr .) File H 1003-1048. H- 1048) 
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My F a t her Ca ss 

You know hov1 the Osages have treated us some 

y ears since wh e n they kil l ed two white men and robbed us 

of our Skins y ou know when we go a hunting our a i m is to 

find s omething and what we had made the Osages tooE out of 

our hand I wi sh you to t ake in consideration what the Osages 

h ave done u s and try to ge t u s paid out of their annuities 

My f r i end when any person looses any thing if it is 

ever so litt l e they wish to get it back So it is with us 

t he Os ages hav e stol~ a gread deal from us and I h op e that 

y ou will ord er the ir agent to pay us out of their annuities . 

My fri en d You know me v ery wel l you know our names 

Shoana c k and Nat comin g and this is the 17ay we have been 

treated b y the Osages the amount that _they took f om u s 

ie One Thousand Seven hundred Do llars besides t wo horses 

worth Seven t y Do llar s and two Rifle guns belongin to the 

t wo whi te me n that were kil l ed and also fi v e Beav er Traps 

Kansas River 

Septr 23d 183 1 -

Shoanac k X his mark 

Nat coming X his mar k 

(OIA: 1831. Delawares . Chiefs .) 
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A List of Skins and Sundry rticle s Stolen f r om a par ty of 

Delaware indians under Capt •• Shewhanack , Na ircoming , and 

Cap¥, Patterson, whi ch Skins rTe r e l eft i n Car e of Peter La -

fleur above the Bi g Band of the Arkansas Riv er n De cember 

1824 viz 

To 1 Keg Tobacco 15o 1Q a 7 5 2~s 

2~rsstilli ards . 1 Drawi ng 265lb & 1 Dwg 5o1Q 

5o!~sof Lead . 

1 Drawing Kni:f1e 

1 foot hadds 

1 hand Saw 

3 augers 15/4 

2 axes II 

3 Brafs Kett l es 171Q§ 

11 packs Saddl es Sursingles and Ropes 

1 Large Tent or marquee -

3 Bushels of Salt 

4 Steel traps 

2 Rifles, or gun . 

2 prs Saddle Bags Containing Sundry Clothing 

l frying pan & 3 Tin pan 

1 horse Saddle & Bridle 

1 Perogue about 40 feet Long . 

1100 Shaved Dear Skins 2750!~S 

95 Beaver do 190!~~ 

do II 
8 Otters 

do II 

2 Bear 

do II 
30 Racoons 
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State of Mifsouri) 
) 

County of Jackson) 

Personally appeared b efore me the under-

signed a Justice of the peace within and f or said County 
ber 1824 

Peter Lafleur and made oath that in De cem a party of Indians 

of the Osage nation came to a Certain p l a ce bout one mile 

and h alf above the b i g bend on the Arkansas river where he 

the said Peter Lafl eur James Oharo and Estis were encamped 

and that they then and there kill ed the said Oharo and Est is 

and took and c arri ed away f rom theme t he Articles stated n 

the within a ccount and sai d Depon ent f u rther States that 
in 

the horse mentioned the said Account was a dark brmm Co lor 

with a small whit e streak in his forehead about fourt een 

hand high and seven or Ei ght year old and be leive s h i m t o 

be worth Thirty Dollars sai d Depon nt further says that 

the two guns mentioned in s a i d Acc ount were ood huntin 

rifles and worth he beleives Twenty Dollars each sai d De -

ponient further say s that the hors e rifles nor any of the . 

Skins or Article s mentioned or s t ated in the wi thin Account 
never 

wereAreturned or any part ther eof or any payment t her efor 

Witnefs my hand this 28 day of September 1831 

his 
Peter x Lafleur 

mark 

Sworn and Subscribed before me this 28 day of September 1831 

Samuel Weston J P 
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St at e of Mi f s ouri 
Ss . 

Jackson County 

I, Samue l C. Owens Clerk o f the Coun ty Court of the 

aforesaid County , do hereby Certify , that Samuel Wes ton 

whos e name is subscrib ed t o the within & f orego ng deposi ­

tion, is, and was , at the time of the making of the same , 

a. Justi ce of the p eace within and for the afQre said County , 

duly Commifsione d and qualified t herefor, 

Given under my priv ate seal , at office , there bein 

(SEAL) no Official seal , the 28th , day of September , 

A, D, 1831 . 

Samuel C. Owens Clerk -

By Rufsell Hicks D. 

St ate of Mifsouri 
Ss . 

J a ck son County 

I, Ri chard Fristoe presiding Justi ce of the Count y 

Court of th~ aforesaid County , do hereby certify that Samuel 

C, Owens , whose name is . subscribed to the fore oing Certi ­

fic at e , is , and was , at the time of maki ng of the same -

the Cler k , of the said Court , 

Given under my hand this 28th . September 183 1 . 

(presi dinge 
Richard Fristoe (Justice 

(C . C. J . C. 

(OIA: 1831. Delawar es. Chiefs .) 
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Sir 

Off ice of t he Superi ntendent 

of I ndian Affairs 

Ju l y 9th 1826 

To execute the necefsary surveys under the t r eaties 

with the Osage, Kansas and Shmvnee Indians , you will fi r st 

proceed to the mout h of t he Kansas river, and meander the 

same up to a point t wenty l eagues on a straight line from 

the mouth; from which point you wi ll commence the Kansas 

reservation . The meanders will be conducted with such a c­

curacy, as to give a fait~l delineation of the river, 

and the mouths of its t ributar y streams , on both sides . 

From the beginning point on the river you -will lay 

off the Kansas r eser vat ion thirty miles wide , an equal 

distance North & South of the Kansas village , as the vil­

lage must be included as near as pofsible in the cent re 

between the East & We st lines. 

As soon as you have comp l eted the meanders of the r i v ­

er and such random lines, as may b e nece fsary f or you t o 

ascertai n the situa tion of the Kansas Towns you will send 

to the post off ice at Liberty wher e i t is probabl e I may 

send you instructions to lay off the Shawn ee l ands . By 

the srume Exprefs, s end me the me anders of the river, and a 

map shewing the position of t he Kansas village. Should no 

instructions reach you proceed to survey the Kansas l i mits , 

locating them as above directed, thirty miles North and 

South, and West two hundred miles. The res ervations f or 
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individuals you will survey as directed in the treaty 

connecting them with the lines of the Indian lands , or with 

the Missouri State line. Marking your lines in woodland 

and prairie you will obey the instructions now given to 

Deputy Surveyors from the Surveyor Genera l ' s Office , with 

the difference that in woodland , on the line, in addition 

to and above the blaze a gash shall be given by a hori­

zontal stroke of the axe; and at every mile (numbering 

from the South to the North, and from East to West) a tree 

within the reservation shall be marked with the initial 

letter of the Tribe's name, and below it the number of 

miles; and on a tree without the reservation, the letters 

u.s. and below them the number of miles . At corners you 

will plant a rock and mark four bearing trees, if in wood­

land - if in prairie the mounds to b e four times as large 

as the mile mounds . Please to note the Indian names to all 

streams and noted places whi ch you may pass , and give the 

origin of such points and places as you may be able to 

learn from the Interpreter or Indi ans who may accompany 

you. I must request you will also note down the appearances 

of minerals &~ 

I am wit~ much respect & esteem, Yr . mo . ob. servt . 

(Signed.) Wm . Clark. 

Maj. A. L. Langham, Surveyor of the 

Indian Boundary Lines &~ &~ 
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Field notes of a line run to ascertain the beginning 

of the Osage reservation. 

The Neosho being impafsible, in consequenceof very 

high water,, began on the East side of the river (which is 

500 links wide) from Vlhence a view was had of White-hair's 

Village: which beginning bears from the Village . --

Course 

N.68.E 

East 

N.41 E 

North 

East 

N.50.E 

East 

East 

Dist. 

Links 

67 . 68 

6.00 

24.00 

13.00 

5.00 

15.00 

s .oo 

10.00 

73.50 

80.00 

so.oo 

80.00 

Remarks . --

thence down the river . 

Thence leaving the river 

To a point which in the first field 

notes was mile 2~d and as the subse­

quent distances were taken from it, 

I have continu ed to call it mile 2nd . 

From thence 

Entered prairie, bears North~ South.--

A creek 50 lks wide , some scattering 

timber 

Course South 

Mile 3~ 

Mile 4~h 

Mile 5th. 
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East 

South 

East 

39.00 

80 .00 

so .oo 

57.15 

so.oo 

A stream 25 lks Course s.w. 
Mile 6th 

Mile 7th 

East . 

April 27th. 1827 

To a point East from White-hair's 

village 

Mile 8th 

5.50 A creek 50 l ks. course South - rock 

on the West side timber in view to 

South 

80 . 00 

21.00 

24 .00 

so .oo 

so .oo 

15.00 

55.00 

80.00 

50.00 

so .oo 
so .oo 

15.00 

47 .00 

Mile 9th 

A brook 50 lks Course South - No timber 

A brook 25 lks. Course s .w. 

Mile lOth. 

Mile 11th. 

A brook 25 lks Course S. E- no timber. 

A creek 75 /? paper pasted over the 

figure~/ lks. Course South - much 

water - timb er on both si·des 9 .00 

links. --

Mile 12th. May 1. 1827. 

A branch 15 lks course South - no 

timber. 

Mile 13th. 

Mile 14th . 

A branch 15 lks Course South. No timber. 

A branch 15 lks Course South. No timber. 
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East 

so.oo 

27.70 

71.00 

so.oo 

80.00 

26.00 

35.00 

55.00 

so.oo 

10.00 

18.00 

31.00 

72.41 

so.oo 

so.oo 
27.50 

so.oo 

13.75 

65.22 

so.oo 
so.oo 
so.oo 

Mile 15th. 

A creek 50 1ks. Course South. Some 

timber - 5.50 lks wide. 

A branch 75 lks Course S. W. - no timber. 

Mile 16th. 

Mile 17th. 
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A branch 10 l ks course South - No timber. 

A drain Course s. v. - no t imber. 

A do do North - no timber 

Mile 18th. 

A small drain 5 lks - Course S. E. no 

timber. 

A branch 25 /?/ l k s. Course South. 

few trees. 

The road from the Agency to Harmony . 

A Creek 35 links course South. Scatter­

in8 timber. 

Mile 19th. 

Mile 20th. 

A branch 5 lks course South - no timber. 

Mile 21st. 

A creek 50 links Course South. Some 

scattering timber. - - - - -

A branch 50 lks course s.w. No timber. 

Mile 22nd. 

Mile 23rd. 

Mile 24th. 



East 

22.00 

so.oo 

25 .00 

45.00 

60.00 

so.oo 

so.oo 

30.00 

so.oo 

4 .00 

19.00 

46.00 

so.oo 

26.50 

so.oo 
so.oo 

69.50 

so.oo 

17.00 

a drain 15 lks, Course South - No tim­

ber, but some in view to South. -

Mile 25th . 

a drain 10 lks Course South. no timber. 

a branch 20 lks Course s .w. no timber. 

a branch 15 lks, course sw. no timber. 

Mile 26th . 

Mile 27th. 

Divide . --

Mile 28th . 

A branch 15 lks Course North - no tim­

ber; some in sight to the North . 

A branch 12 lks Course N. E. No timber. 

a branch 10 lks Course NV/- no timber -

much stone. 

Mile 29th . 

a branch 8 lks. Course North . timber 

in sight to the North . 

Mile 30th. - - - - -

Mile 31st. 

a creek 50 lks Course from West to 

East . some timber. bank steep and 

rocky. 

Mile 32<f 

Crofsed last mentioned creek 4 times, 

timber from North to South about 40 

chains. 
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East 

22.50 

27.00 

31.75 

41.00 

46.00 

64.00 

71.00 

75.00 

so.oo 

34.00 

41.00 

54.00 

60.00 

68 .50 

74.00 

so.oo 
2.50 

5.00 

15.00 

32.00 

36.50 

4 4 .50 

so.oo 

A branch 50 lks Course North, heads 

South, water Clear and plenty. 

The prairie. 

the timber. 

a branch 20 l ks course Nor th - heads 

South. 

the prairie 

the timber, a conside~able body of it 

to the North. 

a branch 25 l ks Cours e North. 

the prairie. 

Mile 33~ 

the timber, oak small and scattered. 

a branch 25 lks course North - Wat er 

clear and good. 

the prairie 

t he timber hickory ~ oak. thin 

a branch 10 lks Course North. 

a brahch 8 lks Course North. 

Mile 34th. 

the prairie • 

the timber. 

the prairie. 

the timber. 

a branch 6 lks Course North. 

The prairie. 

Mile 35th. 
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3.50 

33.00 

47.00 

80.00 

38.50 

80.00 

40.00 

80.00 

5.00 

59.00 

70.00 

73.00 

80.00 

10.00 

65.00 

A branch 10 l k s Course North. few 

trees. 

the edge of the timber at the head of 

some drains ranging NW. - timber Nor th, 

prairie South. 

prairie bears N. E &. s. w. 
Mile 36th. 

A branch 10 lks, Cours e North East. 

heads. s.w. - no timber. 

Mile 37th. 

a drain 8 l ks Cours e North. no timber. 

Mile 38th. 

the head of a drain which we go down 

within a few chains of a creek. 

A creek 50 l ks, course N. E ~ heads s. w. 
the foot of a remarkab le bluff very 

rocky. 

the top of the bluff an oak ridge b~ 

East & West. 

Mile 39th. 

the point of prairie, timber on both 

sides. 

Intersected the Mifsouri St ate line 

28.10 lks South of mound 102 miles 

south of the mouth of the Kansas 

river. - - -

--------------
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Francois Duquette 

Alexander Petre 

) 
) Chain Carriers 
) 

R. P. Beauchamp, afs~ Surveyor. 

A. L. Langham 

Surveyor 

(OIA: 299. Field Notes of Surveys, Ancient & Misc. Vol. 1.) 
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Course 

North 

North 

Osage reservation - East boundY 

Dist 

Lks 

so.oo 

so.oo 

6.00 

39.50 

58.00 

so.oo 

28.50 

so.oo 

7.00 

30.00 

Remarks 

Having ascertained a point due East 

f rom ~ite-hairs Town and twenty five 

miles West of ~he Mifsouri State line, 

~rected a Mound t hereat in which de­

posited Witnefs of Charcoal 

thence 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 41, witnefs 

charcoal 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 42 Witnefs 

Charcoal 

A drain 5 lks Course East 

a do 6 lks Course East 

the head of a Small drain runs SE no 

timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 43 !Vi tnefs 

Charcoal - on the top of a high ridge 

which bears NE & SW 

A drain 7 lks runs West - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 44 Witnefsed 

by Charcoal 

A drain 6 lks runs West. No timber 

A drain 4 lks runs West - no timber 
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47.50 

ao.oo 

7.00 

so.oo 

A drain 7 lks runs West - no timber 

Raised a Mound f or Mile N? 45 in which 

deposit ed Vi t n efs of rock Timber in 

Si ght to the ~est 

May 1o~h 1827 

A branch 15 l ks Course West 

Raised a Mound f or Mile N~ 46 - itnefs 

Charcoal 

7.00 A drain 4 l k s r uns West -no timber 

49.50 

63.00 

so.oo 

13.50 

75.00 

so.oo 

22.50 

33.00 

so.oo 

13.00 

so.oo 

A drain 10 l k s r uns est - no timber 

A branch 2 5 l ks runs SW - no t i mber 

Raised a Mound f or Mile N~ 47 Witner s 

rock 

A drain 5 l ks ru~s SE - no t i mber 

A drain 6 l k s runs SE - no t i mber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 48 witnefs 

Charcoal 

a drain 7 l ks runs SE - no timbe r 

a path b. E ~ W 

Raised a Mound f or Mil e N~ 49 Witnefs 

Stones 

a drain 10 lks runs NW 

Raised a Mound four times the oommon size 

for Mile N. 50 and an NE corner or the 

Osage reservation - A point of timber in 

Sight bearing N 12 W supposed l i Mile 

May ll~h 1827 

16 



South 

South 

Then beginning at l ound Mile N? 40 & 

running 

80 00 Raised a Mound f or Mile N~ 39 in whi ch 

deposited witnefs of Charcoal 

9.00 Crofsed the road from the Trading house 

to Harmony 

41.00 

54 50 

59.50 

61 00 

68 00 

68 50 

77 50 

78 50 

80 . 00 

7.50 

12.50 

42.50 

so.oo 

24.00 

A drain 10 lks runs Eas t Some timber 

A Stream 50 l ks runs South - Some Scat-

taring timber 

May 14th 1827 

An Elm 24 In: dr 

Crofsed l ast mentioned branch 

An Elm 18 in: d1 .. 

Crofsed same branch 

Crofsed same branch 

Crofsed same branch 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 38 from which an 
0 

Elm 10 In dr Marked 38 b. s 74 W 66 and a 
us 

Hickory Mk~ 38 S 11 E 81~ lks 

Crofsed same creek 

Crofsed same branch & ent~ prairie b! 

E ~ W 

A drain 8 lks runs NW - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 37 witnefs 

charcoal 

A drain 4 lks runs SE - no timber 
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South 

47 75 

49.75 

62.15 

69 50 

70.00 

so.oo 

66.00 

so.oo 

Entered timber b! E & w - A Spring b! 

West 25 lks ifsues from under a broad 

rock 2! feet thick 

A stre~~ 15 lks. runs SW 

A hickory 10 in: dr 

A branch 15 1ks runs West 

Entered prairie bf East ~ West 

Set a rock for Mile 36 from which two 

bur oaks growing from same root, one 
us 

Mk<J. 36 
12, the other 8 N 79 E 429 1ks and a 

0 
White oak 15 Marked 36 N 70 W -

A drain 6 1ks course NE - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 35 in which 

deposited witnefs of Charcoal. 

50 A drain 6 1ks Course NE - no timber 

so.oo 

17.50 

so.oo 

58 50 

so.oo 

24 50 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 34 in which 

deposited witnefs of Charcoal 

A drain 8 lks course West - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 33 in which 

deposited ·witnefs of Charcoal 

A branch 20 lks - runs West - some Scat-

tering timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 32 in whi ch 

deposited Witnefs of Charcoal 

a drain 10 lks runs NW - no timber 
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South 

ao.oo 

ao.oo 

56.50 

so.oo 

80.00 

13.50 

22.00 

67.00 

73.45 

78 .00 

79.00 

80.00 

21.50 

80.00 

11.00 

Raised a Mound f or Mile N9 31 in whi ch 

deposited Witnefs of Charcoal 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 30 in whi ch 

deposited Witnefs of Charcoal 

A drain 10 l ks runs East - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 29 i n whi ch 

deposited Witnefs of rock 

May 15~h 1827 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 28 in which 

deposited itnefs of charcoal 

a drain 15 lks runs East - no timber 

a drain 10 lks runs East - no timber 

Entered Scattering timber - Thick Under­

growth of haggle /?/, Swamp dog-wood 

Vines &~ 

A B Walnut 18 in: d! 

A Creek 75 lks runs SW 

Entered prairie br NE &. SW 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 27 in which 

Witnefs of Charcoal 

A drain 20,lks runs NW - no timber very 

broad smooth lime stone 

Raised a Mound for Mile N~ 26 in which 

deposited W1tnefs of Stones 

A drain 10 lks NW - no timber 
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South 

so.oo 

37.50 

so.oo 

8.50 

so.oo 

23.50 

30.00 

so.oo 

58 50 

70.00 

80 00 

41.00 

78.50 

so.oo 

7 50 

39.00 

ao.oo 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 25 im which 

deposited Witnefsaf charcoal 

A drain 10 lks runs SW - no timber 

Raised a Mound f or Mile N9 24 in which 

deposited witnefs of charcoal 

A drain 15 lks runs West - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 23 in which 

deposited ¥itnefs of charcoal 

a drain 10 1ks runs West - no timber 

a drain 25 lks runs West no timber 

s aate rock 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 22 in which 

deposited ~itnefs of Charcoal 

a drain 10 lks - runs West - no timber 

A drain 8 1ks runs West - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 21 in which 

deposited witnefs of Stones 

A branch 12 lks the Course Wast - no 

timber 

A drain 5 lks Course SW - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mila N9 2o Witnefs 

Stones 

A drain 5 lks runs West - No timber 

a drain 8 lks runs West - no timber 

Raised a Mound of Rock in which deposited 

Witnefs of Charcoal for Mile N9 19 
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South 

32 . 00 

70.00 

76 . 50 

so .oo 

21.00 

30 . 40 

80 . 00 

24 . 00 

35 . 00 

61.00 

so .oo 

20 . 00 

so .oo 

so .oo 

59 . 00 

80 . 00 

A branch 10 lks runs West - no timber 

a drain 10 lks runs West - no timber 

a drain 10 lks runs West - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N? 18 in which 

deposited Witnefs of Charcoal 

May 17~h 1827 

a drain 5 lks runs West - no t~nber 

a drain 10 lks runs West - no timber 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 17 in 'which 

deposited Wi t nefs of Stones 

A branch 15 l ks runs SW - Some few 

trees 

A drain 9 l l{s runs West - no timber 

a drain 10 lks runs West - no timber 

Raised a MoUnd for Mile N? 16 in which 

deposited Witnefs of Stones 

A branch 20 lks runs SW - f ew trees 

Raised a Mound for Mile N9 15 in which 

deposited Witnefs of Charcoal This Mile 

low, level , rich prairie 

" Raised a Mound for Mile N9 14 in which 

deposited Witnefs of charcoal 

Entered timber & CDofsed a b r anch 20 

1ks run s SW 

set a ro ck for Mi l e N9 13 from whi ch 
us 

a red oak 24 Mk<t 13 N 60 E 48 8r a. ditto 
0 

Mar ked 13 N 80 W 197 l ks 

May 1sth 1827 
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South 

48 50 

80.00 

21 . 97 

31 . 89 

45 00 

48 50 

66 00 

80 00 

18 . 00 

42 00 

46 00 

48 00 

80 00 

14 82 

A branch 25 lks runs West 

Set a rock for Mile N9 12 from which 
us 

a hickory 12 Mkd 12 S 35 W 31 and a 
us 

do 12 Mk~ 12 N 35 E 39 Nearly all 

this mile Swamp 

A Creek 100 lks runs South 

Crofsed Same Creek 

A B Walnut 36 in d~ 

Same creek 

Crofsed the NW end of a Small lake 

b! SE & NW 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 11 from which 
0 

a Red oak 18 M'kd 11 N 66 W 58~ & a 

hickepyberry (Standing on the West 
us 

bank of a Creek) 10 Mk~ 11 S 66 E 25 

A pacon tree l8 in: d~ 

Crofsed again the last named creek 

the point o f Prairie b:r E & W 

Entered timber 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 10 f rom which 

a red oak 36 Marked 90 s 60 w 141 & 

a hickory (three growing from t he 
us 

same root) 20 Mkdlo N 60 E 58 

May 2oth 1827 

Crofsed the last mentioned creek 
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21 82 

41 00 

55.89 

so .oo 

45 00 

47 50 

80.00 

18.00 

21 .50 

38 50 

70 00 

A hickory 30 in d~ 

The Neosho 250 lks runs East (here) 

about 16 ch: below a Creek 100 lks 

puts in from the North, thence the 

Neosho turns South 

Crofsed the river, made a Mound on 

the bank - set a Stake therein & 

Marked Several trees 

May 2l~t 1827 

A bur oak 20 in dr 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 9 from which 
0 

a red oak 20 Marked 9 N 74 W 113 & 
us 

a hickory 16 M'kd 9 S 87 E 100 

The Neosho 250 1ks runs West a 

rapid in Sight above 

Crofsed the river, marked & blazed 

Some trees facing the river 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 8 from which 
us 

a pecan 36 Marked 8 S 59 E 73 & a 
0 

hickory 18 M'kd 8 8-eQ-E N 85 w 122 

The Neosho 350 1ks runs East 

Crofsed the river 

The Neosho 400 lks runs NW crofsed 

at head of rapids 

May 22~ 1827 

Entered point of Prairie 
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so.oo 

7.00 

so.oo 

so.oo 

7.00 

South 80 00 

66.50 

80.00 

5.00 

17 00 

50.00 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 7 from which 
0 

a red oak 20 M'kd 7 N 23 W 154 ~ a do 
us 

18 M 1 k~ 7 N 25 E 181 

Entered timber at a red oak 20 In dr 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 6 from which 
us 

a red oak 18 Mk~ 6 N 40 E 35 & a do 
0 

Mk~ 6 20 S 40 W 80 This mile Swamp 

Set a rock for Mile N9 5 from which 
0 

a hickory 15 Mk~ 5 S 62 W 83 ~ a do 
us 

18 ~ 5 S 43 E 50 This mil e Swamp 

The Neosho 300 lks runs South here 

the line Cuts middle of the river 

& strikes same side again 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 4 from which 
0 

a pecan 20 Mk~ 4 N 81 W 42 & a red 
us 

oak 36 Mk~ 4 S 68 E 80 

A creek 50 lks runs SE 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 3 from which 
us 

a red oak 15 Mk~ 3 N 78 E 3 2 & a 
0 

ditto 15 Mk~ 3 S 16 W 29 This mile 

Swamp 

May 23~ 1827 

The Neosho 300 lks runs SW 

Acrots the Neosho 

the point of a prairie b~ E & W (water 

2 teet deep) 
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South 

75.00 

80 .00 

45.00 

48.00 

80.00 

62 50 

so.oo 

Entered timber 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 2 from whi ch 
0 

a red oak 18 Mk~ 2 S 29 W 111 & a 
. us 

do 15 M~ 2 N 86 E 154 

The Neosho 300 lks runs SW 

Acrofs the Neosho 

Set a rock for Mile N~ 1 from which 
us 

a B Walnut 30 Mk~ 1 N 86 E 25 ~ 
0 

a hickory 15 M.k~ 1 N 51 W 9 

a piain beaten path br E & W 

Set a rock for the SE corner of the 

reservation from which a red oak 

20 Mk~ US . S 27 E 76 - A Bur oak 

30 Mk~ US S 59 W 100 - A bur oak 

30 Mk~ 0 N 8 Vi 137 & a Bur oak 40 

Mk~ 0 N 30 W 181 links distant 

May 24 ~h 1827 

Francois Duquette 

Alexander Petre 

) 
) 
) 

cc 

R. P. Beauchamp 

Afst Surveyor 

A. L. Langham Surveyor 

(OIA: 299. Field Notes of Surveys, Ancient & Misc. Vol. 1.) 
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Franklin Mri August 13th 1828 

Sir 

I returned to this place after meandering the Mifsouri 

river from the mouth of the Kansas to that of the Great 

Nemehaw. At & since my return I have been very sick with 

ague & fever from which I am just so far recovered as to 

addrefs myself to the adjustment of my accounts, and con­

structiijn of my returns, which I expect soon to transmit 

to Gen} .Clark. 

I believe that I have exceeded the appropriation, 

though I have not performed all the surveys, but I have 

nearly finished all that was desired by Gen! Clark; and enough 

to enable him to know the area, and description of the land 

on Which he may wish to Settle the Indians of the interior . 

However on this subject I shall be more explicit when I 

make my returns. 

Ca~tvasques sub-agent for the Kansas is dead. This 

event causes a vacancy which I wish much to fill. I know 

the country and almost every individual of the Tribe; all 

the half breeds and so much of the language as to enable 

me to be master of it in a short time - The Situation would 

be one entirely to my taste, which I consult more than the 

emolument which I believe is one of the lowest in the In­

dian department 

Recommendations, numerous & highly flatering are to 

be found in the War Department, which were handed to the 
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Secretary by my friends, when they wished me to be appointed 

to the Station given to Mr Hmatramck - Among these, is that 

of Govr Cafs which voucher for my ability as well as in­

tegrity in discharging the duties of any offi c e whi ch may 

be confered on me . The other r ecommendat ions are f rom t he 

Members of Congrefs from Ohio the f oremos t of whom was Gen1 

Vance - from Kentucky Gen~ Metcaffe & M~ Clark - Mifsouri 

Col: Benton. To these I shall add some few at this time 

from Mifsouri,to evidence that there has been no change in 

my character or standing. I h ave neither time nor health 

to make much effort, particularly f or an obj e ct so trif-
well 

ling that it might be in the gift of any one or two respect-

able men - If I have not been deceived by my preposifsions , 

during our Short acquaintance, I shall feel well satisfied 

to be under obligations to you f or the appointment . 

I~ Respectfully 

y~ Obt Serv~ 

A. L. Langham 

P.S. I shall ask for the recomraenda t ions of our Governor 

Miller, our Senator Col: Benton & Gen. Smith Receiver at 

Franklin, to be addrefsed to the SecY of War or to your -

self 

To Col. McKinney 

Washington City 

(OIA: 1828. Osages. A.L.Langham.) 
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Franklin 14 Aug . 1828 . 

Sir 

The l ast Western mail brought information of the death 

of Capt. Vas ques , late Sub Agent for the Kansas Indians -

Major Augus. L. Langham who is now here has exprefsed a 

wish to obtain the appointment ; by reference to the recam-

mendations on file in your Department you will find that 

he has been strongly and respectably recommended for an 

agency . Major Langham served with distinction as Capt & 

Major du ring the late War , and I h ave no hesitation in say-

ing would fill with credit to himself, and usefulnefs to 

t he Gov ernment, any agency in t he Indian Department . By 

appoint ing Maj . Langham to the vacancy you will confer a 

personal obligat ton on 

Sir 

Your mt . Obt . & 

Hum, Serv~ 

T. A. Smith 

Hon 

P. B. Porter 

Sec. of War . 

( OIA: 1828 . Osages . A. L. Langham . Letter of Gen . Thos . 
A.Smit h . ) 
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Superintendency of Ind~ Affairs 

S~ Louis, Aug~ 14. 1828 . 

Sir, 

I have the honor to inclose to you the plats & Field 

notes of a part of the Surveys , by Maj or Langham, of the 

Osage reservation, and of their Half breed Claims, &~ which 

have been transmitted to me. 

The Hon. 

Peter B. Porter 

Secy of War . 

With great r espect, 

I have the honor t o be 

Y! Most ob! Ser~ 

Wm Clark 

(OIA: 1828. Osages. Wm. Clark. A.L.Langham.) 



Sir 

City of Jefferson 

Aug~ 20~~ 1828 

I have just been informed that Mf Vasquis Sub Agent 

to the Kanses Indians is dead, and that Major A. L. Lang­

ham is an applicant t o fill his place . --

Major Langham served in the Regular Army du!ing the 

whole of the late war - he entered the service as a Captain , 

and was afterwards promoted to the rank of Major . - No man 

served his country more faithfully and gallantly - he is a 

gentleman of talents - of worth and of high respectability 

of character - He is now poor , and small as t he compensa­

tion is, attached to the appointment he now solicits, it 

would be of greate service to him . -- Permit me t herefore 

to take the liberty of recommending hi m to your notice, 

and friendly considerat ion. -- It would afford me infinite 

pleasure could he receive the appo intment he solicits . --

I have the honor to be 

The Honble 

P. B. Porter 

Secty of War 

Very r espectful ly 

Sir your Obt . Servt. 

John Miller 

(OIA: 1828. Osages. A.L.Langh~.) 
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Washington May 9 . 1829 

Andrew J a ckson 

Presiden t of the u. Stat es 

Sir, 

By treati es wi t h t h e Os age and Kanza tribes of Indians , 

lands hav e been reserved for education purpos es , to be ap ­

plied under the dir ect i on of t h e Pr es i dent .of t he u.s . The 

Baptist Gonvention f o r the u.s . have authori z ed me to in­

form you, that in t he applicati on of t hos e lands to the i r 

object, they wod be glad to b e honoured with t he trust . 

Their views re l ativ e to t h e collacation of the tribe s 

west of the s t ate of Mi fsouri & terri t ory of Arkans aw , per ­

fectly agree wi th t hose of t he Government , an exprefsion of 

which they made t o Gongrefs in a Memorial in 1827 . 8 . Mr 

MCCoy who accompani e d the late exploring expedition , has , 

in conjunction wi th another agent , be en appointed by them, 

again to vi sit that coun t ry , to sele ct a suitable s i tuation 

for the set t l emen t of 'the fruit of t heir s chools , & f or edu­

cation establi shments , & to pro cu re su ch information rela­

tive to the country as may be servi ceable t o t he next Con -

grefs. 

They beg l eav e r e spe ctfully to submi t to your cons i der -

ation, the proprie t y af establi shing with in the Indi an t erri ­

tory, so called, a superint endency, that may t end to t h e 

judicious location of t he tribes, which may be s e t t l ed ther e . 

They would furthe r suggest wi th du e r e spect, the probab i lity 
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that tho' an expedition be sent next spring to the Camanches 

& others in the west, at present at war with the Osages , men-

acing to emigrating Indi ans and mischievous on the Santa Fe e 

road, they wod be rendere d peacable . 

For reasons f or the above suggestions relative to a sup­

erintendency and to the expedition , they wod respectfully re­

fer to pages, 19, 20 , 21 , & 22 of the Reportto the Seccetary 

of War, of Mr McCoy , herewith submitted . 

With the highest r espect I am Sir 

Your Obt Servt 

Lucius Bolles, Cor Secty 

{OIA: 1829 Schools (O sages & Kansas) Lucius Bolles , Sec' y 
Baptist Mission Board.) 



Osage Agency, Augt. 21. 1829 

To Gen! wm . clar~, 

Supt. Ind. Affairs 

Sir, 

The exprers sent~ you reached here last eve~ing, by which 

I had the honor to receive your letters of the ath, gth, & 1oth 

inst. with copies of two letters from Col. Arbuckle to the secY 

of war, and yourself ot the 24th & 27th June, relative to the 

complaints of C1ermont's band. 

In compliance with yours of the gth, I have the honor 

herewith, to transmits my accounts corrected as required, and 

to afsure you that I feel no little sorrow, from my not at 

first comprehending you~ wishes as to the amt. of credits I 

ought to have exhibited. 

The accounts were made out to comply with the forms sen~, 

and thinking that pofsibly the ne~ regulations required my ac­

count to show an equal debit and c~dit, and if a balance was 

left in my hands, I would be charged with it at your office -

I entered my credits on the account - receipts to you, to 

answer the parments only which I have made within the quarter 

- I hope the present set may be correctly made out, and cor­

respond with the regulations of the Department. 

The Osages near me have this day been made acquainted 

with the contents or yours of the gth, and have received my 

directions to forbear entering into the State of Mitsouri 

without a pats from under my hand - I shall use my exer­

tions to see the contents or that letter complied with. 

. , 
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I beg leave to return my sincere thanks for the cop­

ies of letters from Col. Arbuckle which you had the good­

nets to send me - You say I should have offered a portion 

of the annuities, Cattle, &c to Clermont's band - I did 

offer Clermont's band their portion of the annuities -. , 
and they were ready toreceive them- By t heir desire I made 

arrangements to~ have them. pu~ in the mill house- to pre­

vent the crowd prefsing in and stealing them - which would 

be the case if no barrier prevented - They had at first 

prepared a kind of brush enclosure to secure them - as the 

Chiefs have so very little authority over their young men 

- In the mill they were to have divided the goods themselves 

before the eyes of all here - and white and red men would 

see - and note the quantity - and. ~uch was my wish - But the 

night previOus to the day the goods were to be given - some­

thing was poured into their ears, which caused them to de­

cide upon refusing the goods prepared for them - and con­

sequently to set out on that day with Mr. A. P. Chouteau 

&C who were with them - and very soon repair to his store, 

near their town and receive his goods in the place of those 

they refused here, which ~e knew when he and they left here 

they could not do without. The secrets of the transaction 

begin to leak out, and though it gives me great pain to 

hear that complaints are made, - when I know my whole time 

and talents are devoted to the duties of my office - in 

the reply which I shall make to the complaints - I shall 

be able to show a success of intrigue which will surprise 
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you. On the 19th of May I wrote to Capt. Pryor to visit the 

Agency with Clermont, Black Dog and a few of the prin~ipal 

men- my object was to know if ' they intended to receive a 

portion of the Cattle, &~ contracted for - and to urge upon 

them their removal on their land - I had also heard that a 

portion of Clermont's band were in favor of removing - and 

my intention was to have their portion of the Annuities 

divided among them at a house built for Clermont, by the 

way of enticing their removal there. On the 1" June - A.P. 

Chouteau, Gent Houston, Capt. Pryor &C. with a large band or 

Clermont's town arrived. In the mean time however the Cattle 

&C as contracted for had arrived - and I had heard that Cler­

mont's band as usual had refused to visit the agency as I had 

desired, The Little Osages said their fields were too near 

thefr town- they were not fenced- the Cat~l~ would -destroy 

th8.m - and they preferred putting off rece1ving any Cattle &9 

until their fields were fenc~d- The Cattle&~ arrived- there ­

was no place or person to herd them - I had to receive them by 

the 1st June - it would take two or three days to do so -

C1ermont•s band were not here as requested - It was not known 

when they would come - and by the request of ~ite ~air and 

all !he principal Chiefs and men - the Cattle, hogs, fowls, 

carts &c were all delivered and divided among the Osages re-' . . . . 

siding on the Osage reservation except the Little Osages. 

In the council held after the arrival or Clermont's 

band - Talla one of the Chiefs of that band said they were 

not prepared to receive & take care of their Cattle - and 
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he wished therefore that those which were still due them -. . 

be given in 2 perhaps 3 years - when they would be probably 

prepared to take care of them. 

I have nothing more to add - as the Exprers which 

lett here on the 17. will convey all the latest information 

I could give. 

With sentiments of great respect, 

I have the honor to be, 

Your most obt. svt 

(Signed) J. F. Hamtramck . . 

u.s. Ind. Agt. for Osages. 

(OIA: Osage File C226. St. Louis. 1837.) 

. 
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Osage Agency Oct 11th 1830 

Sir 

Your note d ted Augt 6 . 1830 attached to a letter d irected 

by you to Ma jr Hamtramck late Ind . Ag~ for Osage Nat ion has been 

duly rece i ved , and in compliance ~ ith your request the duty re­

nuired by you has been performed , the result of which you till 

find enclosed . 

r A. P. Chouteau who resides in the neighbo rhood of 

the i mprovements ·e Valued , as appointed b the Indians to Co­

operate ,, ith me , and f rom his knowledge of the Settlement and 

from our joint examinat on of the premises I do not hesitate 

in Saying that the est mate according to the best of our Judge-

ments is Co rect . 

The ·:hol e number o families who resided in the Settlement 

Amounted to About Twenty One, those ~~rho did not reside in Log 

Houses l i ved in t heir In ian Lodges - In one o these familie s 

the husband i s a bite man w o has an Osage Squaw for a li e by 

'hom he has Children and has resided in the nation many years 

by the Approbation of the Indians -

1 have the bono~ t o remain 

To General ~m Cl ark 

Supt Ind!} AffS 

S~ouis 

Your Obt St 

P - L - Chouteau 

U, S , Ind Agt for Os~ge s 

(CIA: 1830 Osage {Agency) .L. Chouteau . Rep or t of value of 
Indian imps . ) 



Osage Agency Oct 11 1830 

Sir 

I arr ived at thi s Agency in Company with M: Carr the Sub 

Agent on the lot h Ult . Ve were met within 10 miles of the 

Agency by about 300 Ind i an s belonging to " hit-e Hairs" & the 

"Li tt e Osage " I n d ans 'ho Came out for t e purpose of meeting 

us. At the Agency I met Wi t!. a deputat on of Pi , an , ca,Shaws & 

M1am1e s ho had arr ve for the purpose of request ng fr om 

" 'ialking Rain" the principa l Ch e o the "Lit tle Osages" a 

pafs t o enabl e them to go to the Country of the Buffalo to 

Hunt. They Sa i d they lere adv sed to take th s Couse o making 

application to the Chie s o the Osages by you , as it would 
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tend t o Cement the bonds of fri endsh p And so long as they treated 

ea ch other as fri en s & brothers they would be protected y go -

ernment . Und e r t he s e Circumstances I deemed i t my duty t o en­

courage this f r i endly dispos ition (the .Osages having granted 

t he i r request an· feeling elated at the resec t paid to them 

that I furnishe the ~ ith provi sions du ng the ir i ntervie 

and Charged the Same a s p:r my a/c Curl~ent . 

I t hen proceeded On to the Grand Sal ne (the res dence 

of Mr A p Chouteau where I held a Council 11th "Cl ermonts " 

Bn nd fo r the purpose of paying them t he i r Annuity in Cash which 

I d i d and f or ~hich I ol t heir e e pt , I found t at h re 

•las great j ealousy bet een the two Bands o " ·bite Hair" & 

"Cla i rmont " and between the Chiefs & Warr iors of "Clairmonts 

Band". I t o d t hem I intendert to Act impartially b tween 

them, t ha t I had no fur t her object in vi ew than t o See justice 

done between t hem and the government , that when I rec v d he 
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amount of their Annuitie i n Cash I vould p y t em n ash 
wa s ordered 

if t hey requested it, And 1'1hen b government to av them in 
"' 

goods I would do So, that I wou d Act fearlef ly in th , per orm-

anc e of my duty , nd vou d not hes itate in Corrunun ca ing to them 

my orders from gove nMent ~~ ithout cons t n t eir f~el ngs, that 

I was bound to See t he treat es ait f 1 y executed= 

Cl erm nt Staten in repl . that heretofore thelr annu ty 

had been So anaged hy the r Agents llio speculated upon them 

i n goods "' i thou their approbat on &9 that the Co 1 not under ..:. 

s t and Uhat was really due to them but that he hoped now t he ir 

Brother ( a s he termed myself) was a pointed the Agent that 

I would not St eal from them lik~ t he other Agents but ould 

pay them -Iha t they ,"Jere in j s tic e ent it ed to , that t hey had 

agreed to have a better understandi n Among them elves here -

a f ter -

· hilst . at the Grand Sal ne I addrefsed a let er dat 

25 Sept to Captn· ashofl I ndn Ag~ Cherokee s ~e st of . ifs~ n 

which I stated "t at it Vas the • ish of the Chief s & ~arriors 

of the Osage ation that the Cherokee s of i s Agenc •ould in­

vit e the Cherokees on Red River to abandon that Country en­

corporate themselves dith them And On Condition that they did 

So r emov e , that the Os ages Ch efs 

Ch i efs & ~arriors of the Cher okee ation Some tim next pring 

or Summer a t nantonment Gibson 1:hen they would settle all dif­

f er ence s be t wee.n t hem and thereby es tabl i sh a lastin pea ce" 

I further r equested Capt V. to lay this letter before t e C ero­

k ee Chiefs & s end me an an swer as Soon as Conveni ent . To t is 

letter I reed a very pol ite Answe r f r om Capt V 'ith a promise 



to lay the Same before the herokees at .nearly per od . h o_ ed 

that their n wer ~ould give Sat i sfact on ~ 

ARgreeab e to our nstructions I proceeded n Com any 

~ith Mr A P Chouteau & Valued the mprovements late aband ne 

by t e Osages the etter nd report ,..ill ac ompany th s -

On the 2d o Oct I held a ounc 1 ·7i th t 1e Chiefs 

of he Littl e Osage Band - I spoke t them r spect n t Cla :v- s 
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of the Santa Fee Compy , They denied hav g any kno ,vledge o-f the 

Robbery - I cautioned them as to the Violation of Treaties , against 

Stealing Horses, &9 or any else from the ~bites , as they would 

be compelled to pay for the Same -

Mr Dunlap (the Public Gun Smith) Claimed a Horse of them 

hich he said Vas in their pofsefsion - " 'lalking Rain" Said he 

Would See 1 t returned or paid for• - On the 3d o Oct I proceeded 

to hold a Council at " , hite Hairs" Village, I read the letter 

of R ~ Cum ing Esqr . Agt for Shawnees Cl iming lost hors es -

but hite Hair bejng indisposed requested time to i ve An Answer 

I also named the Claim of the Santa Fee Compy . The two _edals 

sent as a present by Genl La Fayette (which you forwarded to e) 

I presented to the two persons they ere intended for . 

On the 4th Oct \hite Ha ir ~ his Chiefs arriors C me 

to the Agency. In the evening he Stated to me that he and his 

Chiefs had been sitting~ound the fire fo t e day Consultin 

upon this busin~fs - In the course of his Observations he 

s t ated , You have been ap ointed Our Agent. I sh 11 now Speak 

to you as such. He then Complained of the neglect of Mr 

Dunlap the Gun Smith, he Said he Said he had Spoken to you On 

that Subject when at St Louis -
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He then Spoke of Co ~ Bailey & Capt Brannen as not ful ­

filling the Contractions of government, that the Indians derived 

no benefit whatever from t he i be ng in the ~a ti on, 1'1hic h he 

Said Wa s but a Very Short time in each year And that the gov­

ernment 1 ere only payin them f or r iding about their Own bus­

inefs. 

He then Stated that it was the ~ish of the 7hole Nation 

that they Should hereafter be paid the i r Annuity in goods , not 

in Such goods As the Agent might think proper but Such Artic Jes 

as they themselves Should naMe in t heir order. , ith r espect to 

rece iving their Annuity in Money he Said that it /as i mpofsible 

to divide i n So Satisfactory a Manner as they Could the goods . 

On the Subject of the Claim of Ande rson the Delaware 

Chief, ", bite Hair Said he knew notbi ~g of them the Indians 

.Tho reside ·near Uni on Mifs ion probably ray Know Some hing of 

the robbery . " I promised lhite Ha i r" to make Known to you 

his Complaint -

I addrefsed a Letter under date of 5th Oct . to R I Cu~ning 

Esqr Indn Agt for Shavmees respecting the Claim for Horses 

to len. 

I shall transmit to your department together with my 

accounts a State ent of t~ose persons 1 o are employed at this 

Agency together ~ ith an estimate of what Vill be requi r ed for 

Pay. Annuities Presents - Transportation ·c , Also a St a te ent 

of Articles reed of Ma jr Hamtramck at this Agency -

I h~ve the honor to remain Very Respec t fully 

Your . Obt Servt. 

P - L - Chouteau 

U, S- Ind Agt for Osages -

(OIA: 1830 Osage ( Ag ency) P.L.Chouteau. Repor t on value of 
~~~Indian imps.) 



(Copy) 

Osage Agency 1 March 1831 

Sir 

I this day received by Exprefs your favor of 4th ult~ 

and for your kind attention please accept my thanks. I had 

already prepared a communication to you on the subject of 

depredations reported to have been ~ommitted by Clermont's Band 

which I intended forwarding immediately to you by Exprefs and 

requesting you to give me some information as to their extent. 

I was aware of their having wintered with their horses on the 

Verdigris & Neocho Rivers On land belonging to the Cherokees 

& creeks and was apprehensive that .they would do Some mis­

chief which appears to be the fact. I also was apprised 

of their interview with you and pledging themselves that 

no mischief would be done, but I was also well aware of the 

difficulty of their being restrained from committed out­

rages upon the property of others. 

I beg you Sir to afsure the Creek Nation that I will 

see justice done them, that as far as can be ascertained I 

will make the Osages pay for hogs killed, and the horses 

Stolen Shall either be returned or I will deduct their ~alue 

out of the Annuity due Clarmore's Band & pay over to the 

Owners. Two of the horses are now in potsefsion of White 

Hairs Town. "White Hair" was present when I received your 

letter and immediately gave orders to "War Eagle" his 

principal Brave to go and bring the horses or they Should 

be paid for. You will please also intorm the Chiefs of 

the Creek Hation that it baa been for Some time my inten-
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tion to Visit them with the Principal Chiefs and Braves of 

this Band, who are particularly anxious to become acquainted 

and make friends with their Muscogee Brothers, I therefore 

in the name of the Osage Chiefs accept of their invitation 

and Shall visit them Some time in the month of April. At 
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the same time I will bring the two horses now in t he pofsefsion 

of White Hair's Band belonging to the Creeks. I will Send an 

exprefs tomorrow to Shun ga mony's Town and demand the five 

horses Said to be in his peoples pofsefsion. 

I have not yet heard whether the Osages are guilty of 

robbing the Delawares on Red River of their horses. Should 

it prove to be true, I will use every exertion to ascertain 

who committed the Act and afford justice to the Delawares. 

It gives me pain to hear of so many complaints made 

against the Osages, I however am determined that they shall 

not go unpunished, Whenever a Claim is made & Supported by the 

necefaary proofs No time Shall be lost in giving Satisfaction 

to the injured party, and you Sir will find me always ready 

to Co-operate with you in taking Such Steps as may prevent 

them from Committing depredations and preserving peace On 

the frontier. - I regret the Situation of Clarmore's Band -

it is most true they require afsistanoe in Order to Cultivate 

their land and be lefs dependant upon the Chase for Subsist­

anoe. I have Solicited afsistance from Government to aid 

them in their Agricultural operations, and I expect by the 

return of an Exprefs which I have Sent to StLouis (whose 

arrival will be in a few days) Orders from Government on 



the Subject. In order however that Clermores Band Should 

participate in the aid granted by Government to afsist them 

~n Agriculture as will be afforded to \-hite Hairs Band & 

the Little Osages, it Will be necefsary for them to remove 

within the Osage reserve. Situated as they are on land 

Which does not belong to them they cannot expect the Same 

favors as though they Were On their own land. I however 

will grant them Such afsistance as lies within my power 

Consistent with the Instructions I may receive from 

Gove~~ent. 

As to their place of future location there can be no 

difficulty, it Only depe~ds upon their disposition to re­

move or the Orders of Gove~ent to have them removed, when 

a Suitable place can be afsigned them Well calculated for 

Cultivation & pofsetsing other Conveniences. My Objection 

to the Country you Would wish them to have, is, that it 

would bring them too near the Settlement of the Whites And 

thereby involve them in more difficulties. The place I 

think best Suited for them would be at Shun-ga-mony's Town 

at Big Hill. I however will communicate my ideas to you 

On this Subject more fully when I visit Cantonment Gibson 

in April next. 

All the Upper bands have returned from their hunt; I 

therefore do not anticipate any difficulty between them & 

the Cherokees & Creeks who are hunting and trapping on Red 

River & West of the Crots timber as they Will have returned 

before OUr hunters go Out again. 
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Since Writing the above I have ascertained that tqe 

five horses Said to be in the pofsefsion of Shun-ga-mony 

of Big Hill is an error. I am told by the exprefs who 

brought your Communication that the horses ar e in pofsef­

sion of Shun-ga-mony Tunga of Clermonts Band living within 

Twenty mile·s of Clermonts Town. I shall transmit to Gf w'P 

Clark Supt of Indn Attr at StLouis a copy of your communi-

cation to me. 

I have the honor to remain 

P L Chouteau 

d t f U s. In. Ag. or Osages 

To) · 

Col~ M. Arbuckle 

ComS. Cantonment Gibson 

Neooho -

(OIA: 1831. Osages (Agency) Wm. Clark P.L.Chouteau. Osage 
and Creek hostilities.) · 
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Gen. W~ Clark 

Sir, 

Sup~ Ind. Affairs 

at St. Louis 

U. s. Ind. Agency fo~ Osages 

April 6th. 1831. 

The duties of Mr. D. D. M~Nair the Sub Agent for the 

Osages are and will be very arduous. The Osages are now 

Surrounded by Creeks, Cherokees, Kickapoos, Delawares, 

Shawnees, & other Indians - Some of these tribes are constant­

ly Committing depredations on each other - particularly the 

Osages on other bands - and it will be absolutely neoefsary for 

the sub Agent to be almost continually visiting their Villages 

which are now scattered over a large extent of t heir Country -

He has just Started by directions on a visit to Clermont's 

bands, the Creek Agency & Cant: Gibson to make the necefsary 

arrangements for the meeting between Osages, Creeks & Chero­

kees next month for the settlement of all existing difficulties 

between them - and to use his exertions to prevent a large 

party of that and the other villages from starting on a War 

expedition against the Pawnees 

An Interpreter ought always to be with the Sub Agent to 

aid him in the transactions of his duties. There is only one 

in employ, and his services are Continually necetsary at this 

post -

As Mr. M9Nair has a very good knowledge of the Osage 

language I would respectfully recommend that instead of em­

plo7ing another Interpreter the pay of an Interpreter be al-



lowed him in addition to his present Salary as Sub Agent -

This would be preferable and he Can render the necefsary 

duties - I should be much pleased to hear from you on this 

subject by return of the exprefs whom I have sent with 

Communications relating to the movements of the Osages 

I am with respect Your Most Obt. Sevt. 

P - L- Chouteau 

U.S. ind Agt for Osages 

(OIA: 1831 Osage (Agency) P. L. Chouteau. Annuities.) 
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Superintendency of Ind. Afts. 

St. Louis, April 22d, 1831 

Sir, 

I have the honour of enclosing to you herewith letters . . , 
received by Express from Mr. P. L. Chouteau, Indian Agent for 

the Osages, accompanied by correspondence between that Agent, 

the Agent of the Cherokees, Co19 Arbuckle, Capt Pryor the 

Sub Agent for the S~uth~rn band of Osages, - the Acting Sub 

Agent of the Creeks, &c. on the subject of difficulties be­

tween the Osag~s, Cre~ks, and neighbouring tribes; to which 

I must beg leave to refer you. Mr. Chouteau proposes a meet­

ing of the Chiefs and principal men of the Osages , Creeks, 
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and Cherokees, at Cantonment Gibson, on the l~t ot May, for 

the ~urpose of settlin$ all differences between those tribes. -

I have authorised the oounc Ltorn paper7 the aid of Col9 

Arbuckle I have but little doubt or their settling the 

existing differences between those tribes. 

The band of Osages on the Verdigris, called Clermont's 

band, is composed of more than a third of the Nation, and 

reside o~ the l~nds assign~d to the creeks; - they separated 

from their nation, a year or two previous to the possession 

of Louisiana by the U. States - since which time, repeated 

attempts have been made t6 induce them to join their na­

tion. - They have committed frequent robberies of property 

trom the white people, and complaints have been made against 

them by the Cherokees, - Shawanoes, and others - their 



late conduct towa rds t he Creeks, renders it necessary for them 

to move to the reservation made by the Osages as stipulated in 

their treaty of 1825 . - To effect this movement, they must have 

the worth of t heir i mprovements, and be placed on their reserva­

tion in a situ~tion e qual to that which they leave; otherwise 

it is bel ieved, that t hey will join the Panias, and may be 

troublesome to t hose who are disposed to be their friends . 

I wou~d L!orn pape!7 t o recommend, that as much of the appro­

priation of 1826 & 1829, which has been made by Congress to 

carry in~o eff ect the provisions of the Osage and Kansas 

treaties, as may not be required for the objects contemplated 

at that time, be appl i ed to· removing this band or Osages withi n 

the limits of t heir r eservation, and assisting the tribe in 

such agricultural pursuits as may better their condition, and 

have a tendency to r econcile them to their new homes . 

The Hon: 

John H. Eaton 

Secretary of War. 

I have the honor to be , 

Your most obt Servt . 

Wm Clark 

(OIA: 1831. Osages (Agency) Wm . Clark P. L. Chouteau. 
Osage and creek hostilities.) 
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Osage Agency 6 June 1831 

Gen1 W~ Clark 

Sir -

Sup~ Ind. Affs 

stLouis 
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When at stLouis last Summer I had a Conversation with you 

respecting the Selection made by Major Hamtramck for the resi­

dence of the Agent for the Osage Nation - Since that time I 

have resided at t his Agency and have experienced all the in­

conveniences which I at that time Anticipated - The Osage 

Agency is Situated on a Barren rocky Hill in a prairie about 

fth of a Mile from the Neocho or Grand river - the land is 

So poor as not to admit of Cultivation, and the inconvenience 

of not having water nearer than the Neosho rive r is Severely 

felt. I have not a place near the Agency that Can be used 

even for a garden to raise Vegatables for family use. The 

Agency is Situated between White Hairs Town and Several 

Small Villages, Consequently the Indians Are Continually 

pafsing to and from those places and in doing So make it 

their businets to Call at the Agency Which imposes a Severe 

tax upon the Agent as they never leave his house without 

being fed by him. And in Many Cases Commit depredations 

upon his property by Stealing Chickens - Killing hogs &c 

which he endeavours to raise for his domestic use - the 

Buildings are erected over an Indian Burial ground the 

reflection of which Causes unpleasant feelings -

The great objection to the location of the present 



Agency is that the Publick are the Sufferers - The main 

road leading from Mifsouri to the Creek Agency pafses 

immediately through White Hairs Town On the Banks of 

the Neosho or Grand River - Consequently travellers 

who wish to procure a pats to go through the Osage Na­

tion are Compelled to take a Circutious route of Ten 

Miles out of their way to reach the Agency to procure 

the Same. 

My wish is Sir to change the location of the Agency 

for a more Convenient One both to the public and myself -

this can be done with little trouble and a trifling ex­

pence to the United States Government - I have no doubt 

that an exchange Can be effected with "White Hair" and the 

principal Chiefs & the people of his town - The present 

Agency is the Spot where white Hairs Town formerly was 

Situated and they would have no objection to return to 

it, the public buildings of the Agency - Farmers & Black­

smiths houses would be given in exchange to \Vhite Hair 

and his principal Chiefs for those buildings built by 

the United States government in their town for their use 

and the additional improvements that may be required will 

be effected upon the most economical Scale -

By making the exchange it would throw all the In­

dians of the Upper Bands above the agency which would 

facilitate the operations of the Agent by having the 

Indians together, the Agency also would be in a more Central 

Situation. 

There are innumerable objections to the present 
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Agency, particularly On account of family inconveniences -

every morning and evening We are distrefsed with the lamen­

tations of the Indi ans f or their lost relatives (which you 

know is a re l i gious Custom among them) and On the other 

hand it i s i mpofs ible to raise Stock of any description as 

they are Cont i nually Committing depredations whenever tempted 

to do - this Can be prevented by extricating the Agency and 

removing it t o a More Suitable place where we Can have plenty 

of water - land f or a garden - raise our lit t l e Stock for 

home use - avoid the noi se of the Indians - and have it in 

Our power to fac i l i tate the movements of travellers through 

the nation -

I hope Sir you will take my request into Consideration 

and use Such measures as may facilitate an immediate exchange 

of the present Agency - t o be removed t o where White Hairs 

Town now stands On t he Neosho river -

I have t he honor to remain 

Ve ry respectfully 

Yr Obt St 

P - L - Chouteau 

U. S.ind Agt for Osages 

The manner of distributing the publ ic build ings to Whi t e Hai r 

& his principal Chiefs and the f arms lately cultivated by the 

public farmers I would, (provided it met with your approba­

tion) dispose of as follows - the Agency t o "White Hair" and 

the principal Buildings and farms to the Head Chi efs and in­

fluential familtoes of his Town. 

(OIA: 1831 Osages (agency) \Ym. Clark P.L.Chouteau. 
Conditions . ) 
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(OIA: 1834. Osages (Agency) P. L. Chouteau . ) 

Osage Agency JanY 6 . 1834 

H'ble E Herring 

Commr Indian Affai rs 

Sir-

I h ave t he honor to acknowledge the r e ce i pt of 

Mr D Kurts 's l etter dated Dept of Var , Office Indi an Af ­

fairs Novr- 4 . 1833 -

The nearest Post Offi ce from this Agency is Fort Gib­

son distant about 145 miles - the next nearest is at Inde ­

pendence Mi f souri distant between 160 and 170 miles , the 

l atter is the most Convenient to f orward le ters to & receive 

by - I therefore recommend that all Corrununicat ions to me may 

be Sent by that route -

The Only apology I have to offer f or the delay in fo r­

warding my accounts as punctually as is requi red by l aw , is , 

that Very few opportunities offer to Send for 'tard my Com­

~nications to the Department - This Agency is not Situated 

On the public Road - and Tr avellers fOuld loose ten miles by 

Coming this rout e - Whenev er I wish to f or "ar d my a ccounts 

I am Compelled t o emp l oy an Exprefs - the Amount al lowed for 

Contingenci e s at this Agency , is So Small that I cannot af ­

ford to Sent the Exprefs as often as I Could wi sh - I Shal l 

however her eaft er endeavour to f orward my accoun t s in proper 

t i me -

I have the honor -

r espe ct fully t o r emain 

Your Ob t Servt 

P- L- Chouteau 

U. S.Ind A t . for Osa es -



·es t ern Creek gency 

:ia rch 3rd 1834 
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The Honorable Secty . of ~ar . 

Sir/ 

I intended to write to you for some me past . I 

have been much from home late ly . I think it mr duty to wr te 

to you now , I suppose you have been informed before th s that 

another Attempt has been made by the ommifsioners th ough me 

to affect a Treaty with the Osages . They - condesce ded o 

far as to reques t me to be the bearer of certain terms and con­

ditions, of a Treaty, proposed by them to the Osages . .1y 

firs t i mprefs ion was to have nothing to do w th the Commif­

sioners from what had pafsed betwe en t hem and myself last 

year, on the same subject . Upon reflection , believing that 

it was my duty to serve the Government, no mat ter through ;vhom 

the r equest was made , I agreed to visit the Vilage of Clarmont 

the Pr incipal Chief of Osages, residing on the e r d gris R ver 

ithin Fifty mile s of t s p ace . Being aware of the Suspi ­

cious dis osition of t e Commifs oners , wh ch as be n too 

often an openly manifested towards me , I took ith me a s a 

companion and a · itnefs , a respec t able and an intel igen 

Officer of the Garrison, to be at the meet ng an hea r the 

propositions I had to make to the Osages in behalf of the 

Commifsioners. The Osages ere full prepared , hav ng al ­

ready rec e ived through other source s the proposit ons of 

whi ch I was the bearer; t hough they me t me in full coun­

cil; and after explainin to them the object of my mifs ion, 



they ere una nimous i n rejecting the propos tions of the 

Treaty , p roposed by the Commifsione s , and requested me 

most po s i t i ve l y to te 1 the ommifsioners that the. hoped 

that they would not hearafter make to them any proposi ­

tions t o exchange thei r lands - and added, that they vould 

visit the Commi fs i oners in a few da s from t e t me I wa 

at the i r ilage (2 2~d Febry ) a nd requested hat I shou d 

be p resent at the Garrison to meet the ommifs one s · ith 

them . This i s it of the Osages was to inquire of the Commif-

sioners i f they had made t 1e Govern~e nt acqua nted vith t eir 

c l aims , as t ey had requested them to do last year , n 1 d from 

t he answer t a t the co~nifs oners gave to the Osages, the 

f e el satisfyed that t eir re uest to the Commifsioners ras 

not a t tended to , i t may not be i mproper for me here to say 

to you that t e claims of the Osages , orig nated under the 

Agency of Governor _c air and 'Ta j:r Iamtramick . v.ri 1 ere 

onl.. speak o the cla m wh ch come under the Agency of Gov:r 

~c a i r i n t e year 1825, for 1ul es taken by the Osages rom 

a par t y of Spaniards on their ~ay from a t fee to 
when 

t h i s h a pened a t the time~ all the principal Chi efs 

t ouis. 

" '. 'ar-

iors of the big an li tt l e Osage Tri bes vere mak ng the 

Tre aty w th Govern or l ark in June 1825 and after he 

Osages with the i r Agent had re t urned to their Vi ages . 

The Agent rece i v ed at that t i me a letter from General 

·'illiam Cl ark , Superi n t endant of I nd i an _ffa i r s, c aim­

ing from t h e 0 age s t hree Thou s and d o lars to pay for 

the ~ules the y had taken f r om the p aniard s . T e 0 a es 
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agreed to pay that amount out of the ir annu t y . h i s 

transaction too p a c e a t m; hous e n ea r or t G bson, One 1 und r ed 

and fifty !.Tile s belo rv whit e a r To vn 

on t e retur of t e Agent a t whi te Ha i rs Town he tae ~ 

received nea r l y a l l t e mu l e s w i had been taken rom t h e 

paniard s, a nd were then s en by h to - . Ki fs uri, an "v"Jha t 

became o the ~~u es I ·know not, The three T ousand ol ars 

was d e duc t ed f r om t e a nnu "ty of the Osages, 

lost b o th mo e y a n d ~u e s . T i s happened a 

the d e ath o Governor Mcra i r their ! gen , and 

he Os age s ha v e 

hort :1e efo r e 

ha e n e er 

doubted fo r a moment had the Governor i ved one ear l onge r 

this error ~ ould have been h i m rec t fyed , I have bee n 

thus p a r ticular in t he abov e S t a t ement at t e e a r es t r e u est 

of t h e Osages 

It i s my duty owever to s ay to ~ou ' ha t I have sa i 

before t hat a Treat can be made it t e s a ge s i f the 

prope r means a r e taken; But I mu s t a lso say , in J u st e 

to the Osage , tha t if a ny , a tion ha s bee n heretof r e de-

ceived a n pref ed i i s t e 0 age s ; a nd t_e Govcr~ent 

is asking them f or a n i mporta n t Sefs on how of art of the i 

last orne, ou h t a t l eas t t o b e as liberal as i t ha s b e en 

with Ot er Tr b e s of In i a ns; n o t i n g more is asked a nd in­

deed not as much , only look a t t 1e i rr:rr:1en ce a l ue of countr 

that t hey ceeaea to the G e rr~e nt i n the i r f ormer Treat i e . 

The lands now Occupied by the C oc taws, Che rokees , Creeks , 

Seneca~ and number of other Tribes to t he north , ·as onc o 

owned by the Osages; and what ha ve the y r e c e ive f o t a t 

immense Country ? F ew Presents and a small annuity , of ~hi ch 



the great part will c ease in a ~ew years. The i r present an­

nuity is $8 , 5 0 of wh i ch 07 , 00 0 will be Extinct i n t he year 

1845 - then , what wi 1 become of t his obl e but unf ortunate 

Nat ion? "fi th ;, 1500 of annuity per year to be d i vi ed betwen 

about i x T ous and persons , I ere f eel bound , thr ough you , 

to de .. and a compensat i on fo r the s ages adde uat e to t he 

r eat sac1ifices they have mad e i n ceeding t at vast and 

valuable Terri to ry , which has enabled the Gove r nment t o pr o­

cure a home fo r a great number of I nd i an Na tions , who e 

ha ve mi grated fr om the East of the di f s i fs i ppi and now 

Occupy the landed ceeded by t he Os age s . The 0 ages have ye t 

full conf i d ence i n ~ e Gover ent ; and I fee l confi d ent that 

Govenor Stokes was he a l one could make a Trea t y wi th the 

Osages . But a s t e board s t and s no ~ , no Treaty can be made 

wi th them, I wi 1 add that the d ifsatisf act on whi ch no\ 

appear to exi s t Fi th the Cheroke es , C e eks an the board of 

Commi fs i oners , d ont bespea i n ~avour of t e a t ter . I t is 

in my opi ni on a great mi s f ortune fo -::' t e I nd i ans that Govern­

or St oke s i {ept i n the Mi no r ity on a l most every uest i on . 

Col St ambaugh, who i s i nt eligent an ha s accurate kno vl edge 

of I no i a. af fa irs , support s t e Governor an a ds h i m, bu 

he has no vote . I have thought· i t ... i g to make this dis-

tine tion i n peaking of the boa.r,;n to you, al l I ·mnt i s 

Justice, I have been a t Fo~ ·t Gib son fo r s everal c ay s at -

tending t he council be twen t e Commifs i oners Os age s . 

The Commifs ione rs urged s t rongl y t he r moval of that ban 

of Osages who a re no ~ i v i ng on Land , ceeded t o the C ero-
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kees. The Osages said t at they ~ere ready to remove ~nd 

go on their O"vn reserva t on, but 'rished befor·e t ey moved 

the Commifsioners woul d pay them the Claiis t ey have 

2iO 

against the Gove1 nment, and th. s s ame ta k rras repeated on both 

sides for seve r·a l days, at last ended b ... pe::.·mittin the Osages 

to remain ~ o cupy the p ace where they no~ live ( herokee 

land) untill the first o November next . The council ended, 

the Osages received five days provision ; and this at a time 

when they are almost in a s t ate of starvat on . Nm1 I will 

ask you , ir, vbo kno~ t he Indians , if tha~ is the way to 

secure the good vill and confidence of the I ndians ; especial-

ly \vhen you have in i ew to make a Treaty , ··hich mus t be of 

Great importance to continue the great work of Emi gration . 

I say such conduct shows plainly that the cornmifsioners have 

no '"no ·1ledge of the Indi an character , The Osages evinced 

a great desire to Join the Delegation of the Cherokees and 

Creeks who are go ing to visit ~ ashington City - they 

prefsed me to tace them a ong tat they mi ght make personall 

known their Grievences to the Grand ather , the res dent of 

the United States . Having not pre iousl~ obta ined the con­

sent of Government , I d d not t ink proper to encourage uch 

steps 

I expect to be at 1','a shington City i n the l a tter art 

of April next, I shall then have t e honor to all on you , 

and shoulc you think my servises of ~ny advantage to the 

Government, I will cherfully act wit . that faithfull ervant 

Govenor Stokes, who never diviated from the path of his 



duty to inc rease h i s emol~ents, I vi ll candidly afsure you 

that no inducement can be held to me hearafter to make me 

act in con j unct i on with the present board of commifs i oners -

I Remain i r verry Re spectfully 

our Obdt & Humble ervt . 

A . • Chouteau 

( CI A: 1 834 Osages A.P . Chouteau Plea for justice for his 
Ind i ans.) 



Os ~ge Agency - March 13 , 18-4 

Honble E . Herring Es q r 

Commifsioner Indn Aff~ 

Sir 
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Her evvi t h I f o rward t h re e claims against the Osa e Nation 

whi c h have been presented to and reject ed by the Osages a s 

being unjust . I hav e attatched to each claim the obj e c tions 

o f the Osages whi ch a ppear to me t o b e j ust . It is a well 

known fact that when Mefsrs \Vhittaker , Harris & Wilson we re 

found by the Osages On the Arkansas , bein Complete l y lost , 

they were Conducted by the Osage s to their lo d es whe re 

t hese gentlemen r emained ten or fifteen days treated with 

the utmost hospital i ty and kindnefs . The Indians ave them 

mo ccasins leggins &c . to travel in , And When requested they 

Sa fely Conducted them t o this Agency (a Considerable dis ­

tanc e from their Camp) ; He r e the I ndi ans refused g i ving 

up the Rifl e s &c . whi ch a re Cl a i med by -m i ttaker & ~arris 

Wilson did no t c l a i m his as he Said he had a greed t o iv e 

it to the Os ages. 

The c laim ( N9 37) of James MCGarrah i s f or p ropert·y 

Said to be Stolen by a Band o f Osages in June 1814 . The 

Osages Say they Know nothing o f the transaction , and as 

they had made treatie s wi th the government which provided 

for Claims against their Nation , they we re indu c ed to be ­

lieve that all Claims had been dischar ged b y Said treat ies , 

this they Say was what they had been told by their old 

Chiefs. 



I would thank you Si r t o return t hese Cl aims as Soon 

as they are decided upon by t he Department 

I have t he honor to remai n 

Your Ob:t Servt 

P- L- Chouteau 

u. s . Ind Agt for Osages -

(OIA: 1834 Os ages ( Agen cy) P. L. Chout eau) 
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Qa i nt Louis August 6t h 1834 

1 m Gen. ~ ... Clark 

up~ Ind i an Af fs 

Sir, 

a i ng rec~ copies of the late acts of ongress in re­

l ati on to t he I n ian Department , and als o of the instruct i ons 

of the on . Se c¥ of ·a r , as grov1 · n out of said acts ; and per­

ce iving t ha t s ome of the operations at m Agency have been 

premative and not in Conformity :dth the late ns uc t ons, I 

proceed to s t ate briefly to you the situat on in which I am 

placed by a zealOlJS and prompt dis barge of v hat I conceive 

to be m duty, and wi sh to preserve uninterrupted the fr end-

ly r e l a t i ons now ha pi ly existing between t e nd ians of m 

· Agency a nd other Tribes w t whom untill atel the had been 

at a r. -

On t he 15~~ J anuary ast the Pawnee s , who had accom-

panied .1f Ell swor th a s f a r a s Fort Gibson ( fo P t he purpose of 

effecting peace with vari ous r i bes vho re s ide on the Arkan­

sas,) were , a t t h s peri od , on a vi s it to t e Osages , wi th whom 

they had r e cently made a peace ; The l a tt e r Tr ibe wishi ng ac ­

cording t ·o Cus tom, to affo rd the i r new fr i ends an ev i denc e 

of thei r good fe elings towards the~ , were de :::~irous of mak-

ing them a pr esent in . erchandise ; but not posses sin the 

means within themselves, they drew a draft on me fo r a por­

tion of their annuiti e s, I accept ed it, and ordered the 

Merchandise to be delivered accor dingly - The Pawnees 

highly a~precia~ed the generosity of t heir Act said they 



would make known to their people the friend~y dispusit ion of 

their brothers the Osages, and the noble manner in which they 

had been treated; that a council would be held , and that the 

Osages should be informed at what time a visit from them would 

be acceptable. 

Aft er these arrangements the Osages requested me to 

go to S~ Louis and bring them the balance of the ir annuities 

in Merchandise; and also, to ascertain whether, I could be 

permitted to accompany them to the Pawnees in case these 

last should invite them agreeably to promise . In compliance 

with the request, and for the purpose of procuring fron you 

the necessa ry funds , I l eft my Agency on the 15~h ~arch and 

under a promi se to the Osage s of returning about the l~t 

v1ay, I i mmediately on m arrival at S~ Louis , purchased the 

annuities. In the mean time a deputation from the awnees 

had arrived at the Agency and had presented the expected 

invitation to the Osages , who immedi ately dispatched a 

deputat i on of their people to me at this place requesting 

me to hasten back i h their annuities - ot be ng able 

to leave this place wit _out seeing you and it bein absolutely 

necefsary to send those Indians back , as some of them were 

taken with Cho l era and one died , I was compelled to ~PGRae 

aRe make them an advance of n. po ion of the .flerchandise 

purchased. The r emainder has been since sh pped for their 

destinati n on board the Diana - us Sir , you will per-

ceive the very delicate situation in •thich I have been 

placed owing t o the existing rela ions etween the r bes 

215 



named: and I beg leave , re spect fully , to request, you ¥ill 

forward this communi cat ion t o t he Commifsioner of I ndian 

Affairs and r ecommend that my course be approved an the 

adoption of such me a s res as will enable me to complete 

the payment of annuities to the Osages , and to settle my 

accounts t e r ef or -

I have the honour to be with high 

r espects ot ;.' obt . Servt . 

P - L - Chouteau ind Agent 

(OIA: 1834. Osage s ( Age ncy) . P. L . Chouteau . ~dvance s t o 
Osage s and awnee s. ) 
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Fort Gibson 

To Elbert Herring E s q~ 

Com: of Ind : Aff airs 

Sir, 

6th J anuar y 1835 

In a communicati on made t o you a sh ort t i me since from 

my Agency: You wer e advis ed that I had appo inted a day f or 

meeting the Os ages , instructing the Sub Agent t o convene 

only the principal Chiefs & Warr i ors . 

My obj ect in cal ling thes e Head Men toge t her , was to 

settle peace ab le i f prac ti c ~ble , numerous di ff iculti es 

gro·wing out of depr edations commi tted by them, on t he 

property of t heir Red nei ghbours pri ncipal ly ; wit h s ome 

wrongs don e ou r own 8iti z ens . 

The Cheroke es & Creeks had f ormal y no t i f i ed me that 

they would no t submit t o the conduct of the Osa e s ; and 

the former comp l ai ned l oudl y , be cause a Band of Os ages ve r e 

still on t he land of t he Cheroke es . On the 15th of last 
the 

month I r eached here with~hope that the diff icult i es cou ld 

be finall y s e ttled. I call ed on Gen~"' Arbuckle , and Govr 

Stokes, l ate Commifsioner, and r equest ed t h em to give me , 

as far as they could , the parti culars connect ed with the 

reasons why thi s Band of t he Osages had refused to remove 

from the l and of the Cherokees , when called on by the late 

Connnifsione r in compliance with Tr eaty stipulation . I t 

appeared that they had clai ms , and they had been advised , 
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from all I could l earn , that the United States ought to 

settle them before they lGft the land or complied with the 

wishes of the gov ernment . After tak ing a v i ew of the grounds , 

and obsticle s, together with the int erest of the publi c 

service, and the exposed s ituation of this frontier , should 

even a mos t petty , or party War t ake place - an d which un ­

lefs something could be done effe~ing a satisfactory adjust ­

ment of exi sting difficulties ; seemed evident . And looking 

too on the wr etched & lost condition of a Noble people , ho 

had surrende red more to the p o l icy of the government , an d 

who h ad been lefs attended to and indeed who had a c tually 

received a l mo s t nothing , compared with what they had sur ­

rendered. I det ermined to examine close ly the l aw and my 

general inst ruct i ons directing in what manner I should close 

the unfinished bus inefs o f the late Bo ar d of Commifsioners : 

and was conv i n c ed , i n my ovm mind , that nothing could pofsi ­

bly cure a l l thes e evils , and remove the difficulties exist ­

ing , bu t a libe r al Tr eaty . And this I lmew would be of doubt ­

ful ifsue. 

Beside s a l l the r eas on s here stated ; the fac t that a 

portion o f t he Os age Country was i ndispens i b l y ne cefsar y 

to the Unit ed St ates, t o enab l e the government t o effect 

in a satis f actory manne r the obj e ct o f a Treaty v.ri th the 

Eastern Cheroke es. I know that i f this land could be gotten 

from t he Os ages, that the gr eat leever ( o f a s carcity o f 

land) by whic h the East ern Chero kees have b een pri z i n with 
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for years , would be at once taken from them . 

On looki ng therefo re at my authority , I became satis ­

fied that although i t was not expected that I would att empt 

the making of this treaty , yet I clearly believed that as 

the obj ect s of the go v ernment , and strict per f ormance of my 

duty could not be effected wi thout a treaty, that I was 

bound as the Superint endent of t his Ter ritory to make it 

if pra cticable . 

I had no t i me l eft me to consult the Department , this 

being a short Sefsion of Congrefs , and the meeting of this 
council 

"late. 

I deterrnned to a f sume what may be called a responsi -

bility. For myself , to do my dut y was my only obj ect ; and 

as I could not ge t advi ce vlithin the proper t i me ne cefsary 

to opperate effe ctively , I believed i t ri ght to a ct alon e 

f or the good of my Count ry , and to do an Act of Justice t o 

these people , by offerin g them the t r eaty . 

I t is now r equisi t e t o explain what the r esults would 

be, unlefs something was done t o induce the Osa es t o abandon 
0 

their afstiations wit h the Mild Tribes . The Osages are . '\ 

locat ed in the middle ground between i fsouri river and 

Arkansas & Red river. And unlefs cherished by the overn-

ment, by cons tant l y oppe r ating wi th them, an d keeping them 

together the cons equences must appear t o ev ery one , certain . 

They will continue t o destroy the Sto ck of the emi rant 

Tribes, who will r et aliate - the Goverment, when the Osages 
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do wrong , must prefs them by inforcing justice among them; 

this they will no t bear , they wi ll break f or the We st , 

soured, and , the first opportunity , will reek their ven­

gance on the Cho ctaws , Creeks , or Cherokees , be cause they 

wel l know this i s done on account of the numerous complaints 

of those agri ev ed that they are held to a stri c t account -

b esides they have no love f or eachother ; and vlithout the 

rati fication of thi s Tr eat y , they are entirely unable to 

sustain themselves , and unprepared to meet in a correspond­

ing manner the new state of ci rcumstances by which they ar e 

surrounded . Suffer therefore this ild darring Tri~~ to 

once break from the t i es (no r~ but weakly acknowledged) that 

exist between them and the United States , and a ll that has 

been done f or years , t o bring about a general peace will 

be lost. 

In a Milit ary point of vi ew , this is the most i mport­

ant Tr eaty , as admitted by every offi cer here ; because if 

the Os ages ar e ev er permitted to br eak from the fost€ring 

care of the United St ates , campaign after campain must fo l ­

lo w, and with the exposure , lofs of l ives , horses &c , the 

expense a lone that must follow 7ould more than pay the an ­

nuity: but this is not the way to calculate when the faith 

of the Government is pledged to meRtain the peace of this 

frontier. I kno I have made them a lib er al Treat y , this 

Intended to do b e caus e Justice demanded that it should be 

done . I ask any Man t o take up the Osage Tr eaties , & the 
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Maps, and compare them with many of t he Tr eaties made with 

the Eastern Triboo s ; and this one will be thought s cant shear 

justice. The Choctaws sur rendered t h: rt een Mil l ion and got 

at least sevent een . I have allowed them a s t r i p of l and 

runnin g to t h e St ate l ne of Mi fs ouri . This was wi th them 

a matt er of de ep int er est , and t o show the J_i ght in 'lhich 

they viewed t h eir exclusion from the white sett l ement s , I 

will repeat the i r own wo r ds - They say Why does our Great 

Father keep u s f rom having a path to the White Mans land -

Our r ed nei ghbours many of them have their paths t o o into 

the ~ hite mans paths . We onc e owned ll this cou~try and 

sold i t t o our r eat fathe r - and ~e have never re ceived 

much - Our l and that we pai d to our gr eat fathe r , f or oo ds 

& money , l a s t always , but his pay stops - ~ow is this ~ 

Truth is might y at al l t i mes , and it i s not the l efs 
a 

so be cause it comes from~man whose on l y cover s a Buffaloe 
. i t 

skin - from such a s ource~i s un~werable . 

In this Tr eaty , the means f or War i s kept out of vi ew , 

no Rif l es &c to u rge them t o moe t an En emy , ev en f or t he 

purpose as they t e r m it , to t y their Guns . The cow & c l f , 

the Hogs &c, occupies the pl ac e of the Rifle & ammun tion 

in the estimat es to c arry out t h i s treaty i f r ati f i ed . 

As every thing connect ed wi th the Tr eaty in qu es t on 

has its bearings on this frontier . It i s pr oper that I 

shoul d call the attention o t he Government to the expected 

general Treaty that was promised conditionally by Gen eral 

221 



Dodge & myself last September at the coun cil wi th the Wild 

Ind i ans here . The meeting of t hese peop le i s all i mport nt , 

and an appropriation for Presents should be made , o f e i ght , 

or ten thousand Dollars , and the Art i cl e s sent her e befo re 

t he water falls , in the Spring . 

The Tribes could be me t out some d i stance , and the 

principal Ghiefs & Wa rio scould be brou .ht here and r e c eive 

their presents & make a ·general Tr eat y - here , supp li es 

could be more e a sily procured than a t an y o ther po int . 

I will close , as far as I am concerned , a duty com-

mence d without s peci fic dire c tions , but which I conside r 

wi t h i n the meaning o f my instruct ions . With t his explina-

tion, whi c h I wish to a ccompany the Tr eaty on it s March f or 

confirmation o r disapproval ; l eaving the entire businefs to 

those whos e duty i t will be to act on this subject . 

I have f elt it my duty t o addrefs a not e to the Gen~ 

in command here , r equesting h i m t o wri te the Dept . g ving 

the Milit ary bearing of this Tr eaty . I mus t therefore re -

quest that a referen ce be had to his commun c ati on . 

I have the hono r t o be 

Your Obedint Servant 

F . • Armstrong 

A. S . W. T 

P.S., By a r eference to the Spee ches of the Ind i ans ac com­
the Treaty 

panying , it,.will be seen that they a clmo rledged the just ·-
of 

nafs a claim due Col : A. P . Chout eau for go ods & supplies 
"' 
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furnishe d them by him. It is proper here to remark that in 
the 

the commencement of negotiation with them, I told them dis -

tinctly that I would not agree that the Unit ed States should 

pay Tr ader s , under any circumstances ; that I n ever did con-

aider that the government had any th ng to do vvith those 

debts. It i s here due to Col : Chouteau , that I should state 

that He di d openly in Council stat e to the Os age s that he 

hoped t hey would not let his debts prevent making the Tre aty 

They owed him the sum of ~3 404 . dol l ars . That if they 

wished t o pay hi m, they could state so , but He ~ould rather 

loose the debt than that they should Mifs a Tr eaty that would 

save them & their people . I 6 is due from me to the brothers 

A.P. & L. Chouteau , that I should inform the Depart ment , 

that I have had their hearty co operation in effectin this 

treat y . 

F . V . A. 

(OIA: 1835 . Osages. F . W. Ar mdtrong . ) 
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Mifsionar y Rooms , Boston· 
' 

Nov. 13th, 1835. 

Bon. Lewis Cafs, 

Secretary of War, 

Sir, 
(of the 2d inst.) 

The Rev. Cyrus Kingsbury has forwarded t o us your re ly 

to. his inquiries relative to the Mifsion stations at Harmony 

& Union. 

Relative to the wi shes of the Board permit me to remark 

that the Mifs ionaries and teachers at those stations have , 

as the Department is aware , labored under grea t embarrafs ­

ments for some years past , having their origin , in part , in 

the distanc e o f those stations from the Os age towns ; and in 

part, ~ep in the unc ertainty respect ing the future and per ­

manent . location of that tribe , and the consiquent agitation , 

w:B.e unfavo rable to i mprovement , which prevailed amon _ the 

people. Had it not been for the latter circumstance , the 

Board would, at a Il1\1Ch earlier period, h ave re qu ested the 

President to cause the sections of l and res er ved to those 
d 

stations to be sold, agreeable to the tre at y of June 2 , 1825 , 

preparatory t o the removal of the mifsion families to some 

other loc a tions, where they might come more readily into 

contact with the people f or who·se i mprovement they are 

laboring; and would have endeavored to stren then and extend 

the mifsion. The time seems now to have arrived, when those 

stations can no longer be occupied advantageously for the 



benefit of the Osages . For this reason the Board directed 

Mr . Kingsbury to confer with the Department on the subject . 

With regard to the dispos al of the t wo se ctions at 

Harmony it may not be necefsary to remark further than to 

say that the mifsi onar'i es and teachers will not probably , 

in any event, remain there longer than till next sprin ; 

~d the buildings and i mprovements can be delivered up at any 

time during the month of April , a not i ce o f a few weeks hav­

ing been previously given . We suppo se that the sale will 

include the l and and i mprovements and buildings on it ; the 

stock and all other moveable property remaining in the pof ­

sefsion of the Board or agents appointed for disposing of 

it. 

If the Os ages should soon have a country afs i gned to 

them, on whi ch they may probably be permanently located, 

the Board would desire to continue a mission amon them . 

But if the affairs of the tribe should be likely to co~-

tinue in a state similar t o what they have been i n f or some 

years past, it would not seem expedient to the Board to 

resume its e± l abors among them. In order to meet this 

latter alternative , we would respectfully suggest wa 

whether the President is not authoris ed , (should he think 

fit,) by the treaty of June 2d, 1825 , to cause the a 

buildings, and p erh _p s the i mprovements or l and to be appraised 

sepa~ately, either before or after t he sale , and the ~o-
ate 

portionA value of them t o be deducted from the proceeds of 

the whole , and pai d over to the Board, t o be expended a t our 



mifsion among the Pawnees , or the Sioux , or at some other 

mifsion am.ong the wande ring tribes on the frontiers . I t 

may just be r emarked here that all the buildings , with the 

exception p erhaps of a ~s barn , and one or t wo other smal l 

& unimportant out buildings , were erect ed exclusively at 

the expense of the Board; and mum the l arge r part of all 

the improvements on l and have been made s ince the Board 

received any a i d from the treasury of the United Stat e s for 

such purposes. 

I rema in, Sir , Most respectfully , 

Your obedient Servant, 

David Gr eene , 

SecY A- B. C. F . M. 

(OIA: 1835. Schools (Osage) Rev . David ur een . ) 
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all whom i t may Conc ern 

Know Ye, That J . B. Prudhomme a Native of Bordeaux in 

is her eb y gr ant ed a passport to travel through the 

Indian Country, On a tour of Observat ion , and to visit the 
Hare 

Villages of Clearmont and White , Ain the Osage Nation , and 

will remain not exceeding one month from this date 

- - - When he v1ill Return to t l1e S. err tory of Arkansas , 

or to the Stat e of ifsouri , or Subje ct h mself to a fine 

of One Thou sand Doll ars . 

Cap . t 7t Inf· 

Comdg Fort Coffee 

Fort Coffee 

Choctaw Nation West . 

(OIA: 1835. West ern Supt ' Y· Capt . J . Stuart . ) 
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Department of War 

Office Indian Affairs 

Jan. 14¥ 1836 

Sir 

In answer to your lett er of 13 ~h November l ast r espect­

ing the sale of t wo Sections of land i ncluding the Harmony 

Mifsionary Est ablishment , I am instructed to say that the 

President o f the United States would willingly direct such 
agreeably to the request of your Board , 
SaleAif it were calculated to promote the object f or hich 

the land was reserved by the 1o!h Article of the Tr eaty of 

June 1825 wi th the Osages --

The I mprov ements of your Society were already made wnen 

the two Sections eR- a~eA-~Rey-ape-~laeea containin them 
the before mentioned Article provides that 

were r eserved ; and when disposed of , it was to be for the 

benefit of the Mifs ion aaa to be established in the Osage 

Nation &c within the limits of the coun try r eserved by the 

said Treaty, and to be kept up &c so long &c -

It is considered that it would be inconsistent with 

the execution of the Treaty to di r ect the Sale , and to 

authorize a portion of the proceeds to be expended amon 

the Pawnees, or Sioux, or any other Tribe -

If other lands s hould be allotted for the residence 

of the Osages, and a. necefsity for selling the two sections 

should thereby b e brought about , a provision , f or investin 

the proceeds for the benefit of the Mifsion in the Country 

to which the Osage s would remove , might be inserted in the 

Treaty - MeanVThile the legitimate object of the Treaty of 

r . 
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1825 cannot be effected b y the requested Sale and apportion-

ment of proce e ds -

* 

d Rev- David Greene 

Sec¥ A.B.C. F . M 

Boston 

Very Respectfully 

Your humb~ Serv! 

S- H-

*It is to be re gretted that the Scholl at Harmony Mifsion is 

not in more flourishing condit~ on; and should your Society 

consider i t expedient to establish the Mifsion i n any prin­

cipal Village of the Osages wi thin the limits of the Country 

reserved by the Treaty of 1825 , a Sale of the t wo Se ctions 

would be ordered, inasnruch as the President wuld be rati-

fied in gr anting such application of your Board, havin for 

its object the benefit of that Tribe for whom those Sections 

were reserve d -

(OIA: 1835. Schools (Osage) Rev . David Green . 
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Verdegris , Creek ation, 

12th Deer . 1836 

ajr mi:j.liam rmstrong 

Sir 

Act~ Supt I nd ffa rs 

, es t ern Terri tory 

I have the honor to inform you that I arr ved at this 

place, from St Lou s; and tha t on my vay from thence, I 

stopped a f ew days at the Osage Agency , a d whilst there was 

visited by several young men of 1"hite Hair ' s band of Osages 

who repre sented themselves as having been sent by the Chiefs 

of thei r band to meet me and requ est that I woul appoint 

some pla c e to have an interview with them . I accord ng y 

s~lected t he r ver La Batte , about thirty mile s distant , be­

low the Agency, as the nost convenient p ace for them to 

meet me, ".'here they informed me that their principal object 

was to make known to me , the continued depredations of the 

Pawnee ~ohaws. It appears from their statement that this 

fall, several parties of Pawnee , ~ohaws have at different 

times stolen horses from thei r hunting parties; an that 

on one occasion , a numb r of Litt e Osages had overtaken 

and kill ed nine of them, also that t e two adoka Vlomen 

who came in l a t fall with a oung an of I ,au non pa che ' s 

band had :vent to , 'hi te air ' s tovm , and and after esidin 

there, fo r a short tirr.e , had stolen some horses , and went 

off; a hunti ng party coming a cross t eir trail pursued it , 

and found one of t e omen as l eep; and upposing her to -be 
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Pawnee lohaw , they killed her , they appeared to regret the 

circumstance; and requested me to inform the Padokas , then I 

saw them, that they had no hostile feelings towards them; 

and that it was ltogether own to a mistake , that they had 

killed the woman - an that they we re will ng to pay accord­

ing to the Indian custom, for her death . They requested me 

to lay thes e circumstances before y ou · and to urge you as 

the Superintendent of Ind Affairs west , to use orne immediate 

and effect ive measures to put a stop to these depredations 

and to say that unless they we1e checked , they would be 

obliged to retaliate , wh ch will cause a war among them 

and probably involve other Indian tribes in their d fficulty. 

It may not be improper , here to state that my brother 

A P Choteau has lately rece ·ved information from one of his 

clerks at Camp .ason, statin th t the outrages compla ned 

of by the Osages have been committed upon the Comanches , 

Padokas and other western tribes , this was reported at Camp 

ason, by the runners of hese tribes who had been sent 

there, by the ir Chiefs to know if I had arrived ; and if 

was goin to keep my promise to meet them there this fall, 

you will pe r ceive that the t a te of affa rs among these 

Indians, requires immediate attention , not only to prevent 

a war but to explain to the Padok s t e c ircumstances at ­

tending the death of the woman ; and t o remove any unfriendly 

feelings they may have fo med against the Osages on her ac­

count, to t~~ accomplish this objec t, should it meet . our 

views, r cheerfully t ender my serv ces to have an interview 
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with them, and to rema in among them fo1 a short time , this 

measure can i n no way interf ere with the dut i es of my of ­

tioe, as the Os ag e s wi l l not return f r om their hunt unti l 

the last of J any ; and it i s i mpossible to pay them their 

annuity until t hey return to their respective tovms . 

I have the honor to be 

ver y r espec t fully 

Your obt Sert 

(S i gned ) P L Choteau 

U. S.S . Ind Agt for Osages 

(CIA: Osage File A99 - 224 . Choctaw Agency . 1837 . A- 99 . ) 



Bonble 

J. R Poinsett 

Dr agoon Barracks 

near Fort Gibson 

June 7th 1837 

Secretary of War 

Sir 

I encl ose you the statement of the Sub- Agent of the 

Osage Indians with regurd to two Horses taken by them from 

in the Month of De cember 1834 the balance of the papers 

have been f orwarded sometime since and are now in the War 

Department - The Horse the mentions as being dead was 

killed by a Chief of the Nation on a Hunting Party in 

chasing Buffaloe and Wild-Horses - The other is I believe 

still alive (but scarcely more) having been rode down by 

an Osage Indian, and of course unlefs enclosed you will 

also :rece ive a statement which will that they Indians never 

intended giving them up so long as they found them at all 

aerviceabl,e. 

I have t he honor to be 

very respectfully 

your Obedt Servt 

E. Trenor . 

Capt 1 Dre.gD§ 

(OIA: Osage File Tl55-194 . Ft. Gi bson . 1837. T- 155 . ) 



Fort Gibson , Ind . Ter. 

Oct. 26 1837 . 

Bon. C. A. Barris 

Commsr. Ind . Affrs. 

Sir, 

The particularly unfortunate situation of the Osages 

1a 11kelJ to produce difficulties which may seriously elf•• 

atteot the design to organize the civil government among the 

tr1bea. 

They have been in the habit ot returning yearly to 
~ 

hunt on the lands on which they formerly lived on the tront-

1era within t he State ot Missouri . A sparse population or 

whites scattered along the line have been much annoyed by 

theae visits. Some of them own large stocks of cattle and 

hoga, many of which the hungry .Osages destroy . They steal 

horses, &c. A trader among them says that in 1836 he knew 

them to have among them .thirty six stolen horses belonging 

to citizens ot the u. s. 
In the beginning ot the present autumn sundry citi­

zena contiguous t o the Osages met and resolved on meaaures 

•o prevent the Osages trom hunting within their neighbourhood . 

They appointed a "Comadttee ot Vigilance" - and sent two men 

to warn the Osages that if they entered the white settlements 

tbe7 would be flogged by t he whites , their guns broken, and 

th~ driven back, and t ha t ih case of r efusal sti ll t o 

leave, severer measures would be re sorted t o. The Osagea 

replied that the7 had sold t he land but not the game, that 



ther designed to come in to take it as usual, and that it 

"p~hed out by t he whites, they would push with their 

kn1•••·" 
App11c~t1on was made to the gover.nor of Missouri, 

and 2~ a;litia. some ~aised as Volunteers and some by 

dPaft, have been put in readi~ets, to be commanded by 

Ge.nl. L•oaa ~f Jackson ~ounty, to go, when called for by 

the o1ttzena, t o drive out Osages who may come into the 

State. 

Several parties oame 1n, but I believe that nearly 

all haYe been driven back by the settlers, without callin~ on 

the .tlltla. Two have been whipped, one of whom had his gun 

broken, and a white man in the affray narrowly escaped being 

ahot. 

I am t old that not a few of the whites now held in 

readineta have at some former period lost property or sut­

tered aom~ indignity by the_ Osages, and generally su~h . a 

atate or teeling exists towards this WTetched people, who 

by their extreme suffering from scarcity of food for them­

eelYes and tam111ee are almost driven to a ata~e of despara­

tion, that murde r s are to be apprehended unlets measures to 

preYent it be speedily taken. Should the lite of a white man 

be loat in an ettort to expel the Osages, revenge would imme­

diately be brought by the whites , and should an Osage be 

killed, they would pr obably wreak their vengeance on unsus­

peot1ng Wbitea, whilst at the same time individuals ot 

De1shbour1ng tribes would seize the occasion to ·murder 
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aad ateal with the hope that the blame would rest upon the 

Oaapa. 

Kever was a people in a more pitiable condition than 

the Oaa~s. They ~aised,in a manner, no corn the past season 

- they have no reeouroes o? food - within their own limits 

there are not game and roots sufficient to keep them from 

actual ata~vation, and on every ~ide they are repulse~, none, 

either red or white being willing to have them nearer. With 

the exception of a tew weeks, they have not ~njoyed the coun­

sel or ataistanoe of an Agent for about eighteen months. I 

do not mention this as a complaint against the Agent, I mere-

17 ment~on the fact as one which has augmented the mise~ies 

or the Oaagea 

In 1831 a £1eld of about 70 acres was prepared for 

them by the government. The second year that they cultivated 

it~ while a treaty was pending, t which they expected ar­

ransements would be made fo r their removal north, and, pe:r-­

hapa, under the imprefsion that they should enjoy the benefit 

or their field no longer, they commenced using the fence for 

firewood. Their field has since been of no value to them. 

In March 1835 they destroyed their Smithery, th~y cut 

up the Bellowaes and scattered the tools and iron. I have 

reaaon to believe that this injury done to their smithery, 

and alao the murder of their smith 1n 1834 were occasioned 

br reckle~sneta produced in a great measure by a state ot 

povert7 which had brought them nearly to deeparation 

I reapeottully entreat you most earnestly to take 

iDto consideration the condition of this unfortunate people. 



I would respectfUlly recommend that a consoling talk be sent 

to them, and that measures be taken to prepare fields for 

th .. to cultivate the ensueing spring and summer, the means 

to accomplish which could probably be found in the provi­

sions of the treaty of 1825. 

I am confident that no tribe within ·the Indian Ter. 

1• more easily manased than the Osages would be when re­

lieved troa excessive poverty, and inspired with hope by 

a prospect of better days. 

After their field had been abandoned, Belle Wizo 

aDd other Chiefs proposed to hire a Mf Clements, who had 

been the government ta~er. for the tribe about two years, 

to fa~ for them. They could easilJ be induced to raise 

a auttie1enoy of food to render them pleasant neighbors, 

and to place them within reach of the means of improvement. 

PS ...... 

Most respectfully 

Sir 

Your Obt. Servt. 

Isaac M~Ooy 

Sir, Oiroumstanoea induced me not to mai~ the fore­

going letter at Fort Gibson, where it was ~ritten, by which 

aeana I am allowed an opportunity ot adding this postscript. 

In the last week of October, Genl. Lucas with about 

&oo men marched to .the frontiers alluded to in the above let­

t•~ _ Pound within the State between sixty and one hund~ed 

0 i Or men, women and children, and removed eases, consist ng 
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them to the Indi an side of the line. All excepting th~ee 

coapanies returned about the l~t Nov!' On the 3~ I saw the 

three companies alluded to, a little within the st~te, and 

nearl7 opposit~ the Quapaw lands . I had seen also, a camp 

of Osages near , whleh would be removed by them. 

23 a 

No lives had been lost. Repor ts said that about ten 0~ 
a dozen ~sages .had been whipped on placing them on the Indian 

aide of the line - ·This I have reason to believe was done with­

out the kae~ .order or ~nowledge of the Officers. About 140 

Dragoons from Fort Leavenworth are also on that frontier· OP­

posite the Osages. 

Permit me respectfully to inquire if it is not pot­

aib~e to get some provisions of food to these poor sutfer-

1Dg Osages in the course of two, three, or four months, to save 
. - . 

them from starvation, and to prevent them from commi~ting some 

depredation under th~ir extr~me suffering that would lead to 

aerioua consequences. The interests of the Indian Territory, . . . 

and of the whites on the frontiers, plead strongly for such 

relief, and humanity towards 5000 friendlets human ~eings 

pretera clai ms more forcible than, perhaps ever occurred 

With our Indian tribes. 

With great .deterence I would respectfully suggest 

that, should t he government be disposed to send some relief to 

theae people unt i l their corn, &e. of next season shall be 

eatable, there are contractors for fUrnishing emigrants 

who have supplies at coumand which could be run to the 

Oaase settlements in a f ew days attar orders to that etfeet 

ahould be given. 



Pardon me for suggesting that supplies sent t o them 

would have to be well guarded, and that a rigid economy and 

aonpuloua equal i ty should be observed in its distribution . 

wea~port, Mo. 

IOV. lS. 183'1. 

Respectfully 

I. M. 

(OIA: osage Pile M264. Westport . 183'1 . ) 
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Copy 

Sir, 

Fort Leavenworth 

November 23q. 1837 

I have the honor to report to you, that tn compliance 

with your order, I marched with "A" and "B" Companies of the 

1 !t Drgs fo r the Osage Count~ on the 28~~ ultimo 

On the 3lfv of October, having learned that Gen! Lucas 

bad a command of five hundred Militia in the field, and that 

he was acting under the Special Orders of the Governor of 

Missouri: I sent an expref~ to the General, earnestly request­

ing him to delay in his proceedings - A copy of my letter to 

him is enclosed (N° 1) 

I rea ched Harmony Mission at 9 o'Clock A.M. on the 2~. 

instant, and was astonished to learn that a detachment of Mil­

itia, had t he night before, made prisoners of five Osage 

women, ~ho were living with white men in that Vicinity. Some 

ot them, having been married fifteen or twenty years; and 

that the party had left, with their prisoners for the Head 

Quarters ot General Lucas -

After mature reflection I determined to overtake this 

party and cause these women to be immediately released , and 

sent to thei r homes -

I the refore , advanced rapidly with one Company and 

oYertook in an hour I found this Guard consisting of Six­

teen man marching i n front and rear of these five helplefs and 

frightened women, and I have no hesitation in saying, that it 

waa the most cont emptible sight , I ever saw, or even expect 
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to, in the course of my life - Being determi d t ne o avoid if 

possible all collision ~ith the militia, I said to the man 

in command of the party, that I would be responsable to his 

General for the release of the women, and requested that 

the might be sent home which was accordingly done _ 

I then r eturned to the Marais de Cygnes, for the pur­

pose ot meeting General Luca~, and to prevent any attempt 

on the part of the Militia to retake the women -

On ~he 3~ inst. after posting a Guard of three men at 

xr Giraud! .house I marched for the Osage Town on the Neouche 

Rlver - I patsed one battalion of Militia at Haw.mony Mis-

sion, and wi thin a few miles of that place, met Gen! Lucas with 

another - I said to him that I had requested one of his Of­

ficers, the day before, to release some women he had as pris­

oners, that I had not done it, for the purpose of showing any 

disrespect t o himself or his command, but from the confident 

bel1et, that he did not know the circumstances under which 

the women were ar~ested - I then informed him of the length 

ot time that some of them had been maried, and remarked that 

they had as much r i ght to feel at home in the State , as we 

had ourselves - He r eplied that the Governor had ordered him 

to remove all t he Osages from the State , and that the Order 

.uat be execut ed, or words to that effect - I said to him 

that I had the s ame orders, but I knew, it ~ould never have 

been the intention of · etther Governor Baggs , or Co . Kearny , 

to break up those old fami l i es about Harmony Mission , and 

that 1t was one of those cases i n which both he and I were 
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bo~ to exercise our discretion. He then appeared to adopt 

mJ view ot the a~fair, and I invited hi~ to ride aside with 

ae, which h e did, accompanied by an Aid-de-Camp of the 

GoYer.nor,s - I then said to him, that I had not left the 

Guard at Girauds, as a protection against hi~self, but 

against any stragling party of his young men who without 
' . , 

knowing all the circumstances, mig~t be disposed to make 

difficulty - My intent ion in saying this, and which must 

have been perfectly plain to him, was, that I did not 

think it necefsar~ to protect a few helplefs females against 

a General Officer, but I never dreamed of giving him anr 

authority over my Guard, indeed t his was beyond my power 
. .. 

tor as he was not in the field by Order of the General 

Government, he could not under any circumstances, Command 

a regular Sold-ier - He said to me in reply that he would 

take measu r es to prevent any further diff~culty, or something 

to this effect , that there had been a great deal of talk in 

his Command about the matter, but that when he reache~ the 

Mission, he would counce! with his principle officers, and 

he trusted that all would be satisfied - I then handed him 

a note (No 2) and left him on the most amicable terms, dis-

missing t he whole affair from my mind -

I r ea ched the osage Town on the 6~~ inst; and learned 

that all of the principle men of the Tribe were hunting in the 

h the folly of the report, that the Buttalo Country, wh~eh s ows 

Tribe was assumi ng a hostile attitude - not a man has left 

those vilages this year , with a hostile purpose, and the as­

aeabl1ng of t he mi litia on the frontier was utterly unnecefsary 



• 
aDd highly i mpr oper - It is the current rumor in that part 

most 
ot the country, that some of the Indians were~everely 

flogged by a part y of Mill t1a that was ·donducting them to 

the line - I have no proof of this fact, and could not ob­

tain it, but i f it can be proven, the persons who did it, 

ought to be ~eld to a fearful account for it will, in all 

probability, lead to the loss of lives - I do not believe that 

it will cause open hostility immediately, but those Indians 

that we r e punished, before they were warned, differ from all 

other Indi ans if they do not, secretly take some scalps in 

revenge -

On my return from the Osage Towns, I heard that a 

large numbe r of Indians were Still within the State of Mis­

souri and I immediately marched in pursuit of them - I found 

but twent y men most of them having families, and sent them 

over the line -

These Indians were distinctly told that they must not 

hunt within the State, that we put them away at this time 
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with our hands, but if we were obliged to do it again, we should 

do 1t with our swords- I thought it neoefsary to make _this 

threat, for if they persist in orofsing the State Line, after 

being expretsly f orbiden to do so, we shall be compelled to 

take some severe measures with them, and there will be no in­

justice i n this severity after giving them the formal notice -

These Indians undoubtedly commit many depredations upon the 

frontier inhabitant s, and it is not surprising that those 

persona should re el highly irritated , when their cattle are 



slaughtered and horses stolen by these wandering Indians -

The Annuity paid to the Osage Tribe amounts to nine 

thousand dollars, and I would take the liberty to suggest , 

that the most effectual way of preventing further depredations 

upon the property of the whites, would be, to stop the amount 

ot the damage from the annuity to the whole Tribe, and give 

it to the citizens who sustain the losses - These. claims 

should be well proven and paid at once by the disbursing 

Ottioer - A course of this kind would compell the Tribe 

to make and enforce some law among themselves, to prevent 

this stealing, as they would all be deeply interested in 

the stoppages that were made from their annuity -

There is no Agent for the Osages, and there is no 

Tribe on our border, in which a respectable and fnfluen­

t1al Agent could do so much good, but it is impossible to 

get a suitable person to take this appointment, with the 

salary of $750 a year, for the Indians would beg or steal 

more than this sum from him every year -

th t I returned to the Marais de Cygne on the 16 •. ins • 

and was very much surprised to learn, that after I had 

lett for the Indian Country, General Lucas had made an 

attempt to retake some of the women that I had caused 

to be released - After what had passed between him and 

myselt in relation to this ~attar, I could only account 

tor this extraordinary Step, by supposing that he was 

toroed into it by some of the insubordinate people 

about him -
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I directed Sergeant Hancock to make a written state­

ment ot this occurr ence (N? 3) and it corresponds with his 

verbal report to me, I have not the least doubt of its 

perteet truth -

To 

Co~ s. w. Kearny 

Comdg 1~~ Dragoons 

A true Copy 

T. L. Alexander 

ADC & A A A Genl 

I am Sir 

Very respectfully 
t t Your Ob. Serv. 

(Signed) E. v. s umner 

Cap~ 1~t Dragoons 

(OIA: osage File A 292 Jefferson Barracks. 1837.) 
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Copy Fort Leavenworth 

November 24~~ 1837 

Sir 

On the third of November 1837 while posted as a Safe 

Guard at the house of M~ Giraud on the Osage River I ob­

served about 11 oClock A. M. a body of armed men, in 

citizens dresses riding up to the house . They were armed, 

all with guns, and some with Swords, when they reached 

K~. Girauds gate, the leader cal l ing himself co!. Wilson 

asked for the Sergeant of the Guard - I told htm that I was 

Sergeant of the Guard . He then presented me a paper, con­

taining, as nearly as I can remember, the following words. 

"The Guard Stationed at the house of M! Giraud is hereby 

dissolved, by order of Cap~ Sumner" - Signed either D. s. 

or s. D. Lucas I forget which - his rank affixed to his 

Signature 

I reacl the Order, and returned it Cot Wilson: saying 

to him that it was not good. That I could not obey it and 

that I did not know General Lucas from the Dev~l, and that if 

Cap~ sumner wished me relieved from that Guard, he would have 

sent a noncommissi oned Officer or at least some of his own 

writing - A man with a sword, who I supposed was an Officer 

asked me what my Orders were; I replied to him that _my orders 

were given to me to obey and not to turn over to another -

that they were given to me by an officer who understood his 

buiane~a, and that I understood mine - for it was the way 

I made my living - I then asked co! Wilson if he saw Cap~ 



Sumner and Gent Luoas meet at the Mission. He told me that 

he did and that he heard C~p~ Sumner say to Gen! tuoas that 

I should break up my Guard, leave there, and follow Cap~ 

Sumner -

He further stated that it was agreed between Captsumner 

and Gen! Lucas that he (co! Wilson) should proceed to the 

houae ot 11: Giraud with a party to take "two Ladies or In­

dian women", to the M1fs1on where Genl Lucas then was. I 

told him I would not give them up - He said that he would 

have them - I told him if he took them he would take them 

oYer our dead bodies - He asked me if I disobeyed Gen~ 

Lucas• Order. My answer was that I obeyed Cap~ Sumner~ 

Order - He said it was Gen! Lucas, Order that he should 

take the women - I tould him I doubted not that they were 

good men and brave ones and that in all probability there 

were Some Gentlemen among them - I also said that if we 

did not destroy one another now, that I might meet them 

as triends some future time - I in conclusion Stated to 

co! Wilson that he had brought these innocent men (his 

tollowera) into danger, and if any blood were Spilled I 

would have his first -

The person who had asked me for my Orders then rode 

a tew paces to the tront, and addretsing me by a familiar 

term - said, "I like your spunk and it would be a pity 

to kill such a man as you"- I told him in rejoinder - "I 

am not dead yet, and when I am killed there will be some 

empty aaddlea in your party - They then wheeled and rode 

ott-
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During t his conversation Mitchell l~tand Seiler were 

present 

(Signed) 

we certify t hat the 

above report i n all 

respects is true . 

Signed)Peter Seiler 

Robe r t Mitchell 

C~ B. l!t Dragoons 

A true Copy 

T. L. Alexander 

ADC &: A A A Genl 

To 

Very respectfUlly 

Signed) M Hancock 

Serg~ l!t Dragoons 

C V Sumner 

Cap~ l~t Drgs. 

(OIA: Osage File A 292. Jefferson Barracks . 1837. 



(COPY) 

Dear Sir 

Head Quarters 2~ Dept. Western Division 

Fort Gibson Novr 25th 1837 

I received·, by the last mail, your letter of the 2oth 

Inst. and at the same moment received a letter from Mr Bright 

(farmer for t he Quapaws) on the same subject, a copy of which 

1a herewith enclosed . 

The Osage reserve is not within the limits of my com­

mand and not apprehending that the state of affairs to which 

70u reter i s unknown or unattended to by the Military command­

ing in Missouri or that there will (at an early period) be a 

resort~ Acts of hostility between the inhabitants of Missouri 

and the Osages, I regarded it sufficient at the time to furnish 

the Government, and Major Gent Gains with copies of M~ Bright's 

letter, which were transmitted by the last .mail, and . at the same 

time to communi cate my belief that the Osages will suffer for 

provisions the next Winter and Spring ~efs they are afsisted 

by the Government, or can obtain a part of the Indian supply 

on hand at this po st. 

I have urged t he Osages to remain at peace , and to 

restrain their people f rom going i nto the St ate of Mifs ouri 

to hunt and notified them t hat I had represented their sit-' ' 

uation to the Government, and that you are authorised t o 

take five of their Chiefs ot pr incipal men to Washington City 

to see their Great Father, the President of the United St ates, 

and that the Chiefs selected to go to Washington wi l l be 



required to leave this in about two moons and a half . 

To 

Capt. W~ Armstrong 

I am Dear Sir 

Very Respectfully 

Your Ob~ Serv~ 

(Signed) M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigdr Gen! Commd~ 

Act. Supt. I ndian Affairs W. T. 

Choctaw Agency. 

(OIA: Osage File A 295 . Choctaw Agency. 1837 . ) 



C. A. Barris Esqr 

Chocta~ . Agency 

December 5th 1837 

Commt of. In~ Affrs . 

Sir 

I have t~e hono~ to enclose you copy of a letter from 

Gen! Arbuckle in answer to one from me upon the subject of 

Osage depredations. 
. . . 

I have no doubt the Osages . ~re now much in want of 

provision, and that duri~ the Winter and e~su1ng Spring 

there situation will be such (if not provided for) as to 
. . . 

drl~~ . them to depred~ting upon .the different tribes of In­

dians, under the circumstances, if those that are actually in 

want could be furnished from the Indian supply at Gibson, 

it would be t he means of saving them from suffering 

Respec~fully 

Yr. Mo. Ob~ Serv~ 

wm Armstrong 

Act. Supt. West~ Terl 

(OIA: Osage File A 295 . Choctaw Agency. 1837.) 
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C A. Ha r r i s Esq r 

Commr of I nd Affa i rs 

Si r 

Choctaw Agency iest 

December 27~h 1837 

I ha ve the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

communic a tion da t ed l o~h Nov:r wi tn extract of a l etter en­

closed from the . Rev~ J. F . Schermehorn in relation to the 

Osages. I n a communicat i on made by me of rovr 239 I 

stat ed tha t t he party of Osages charged with committing 

depreda t i on s upon the Ci tizens of Mifsouri , was doubtlefs 

confine d to a few of the tribe , and that to a certain ex­

tent i t wa s true , that perhaps the Osages had committed 

depredat i ons , and also what course I had adopted to as ­

ce rtain the true state of the case 
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I n relat i on to the Osages not having a resident Agent 

amongst them for the last t hree years , I presumed that ~r , cher­

mehorn has not been proper y informed . ,1 r. Choteau during 

that time has acted as Osage Agent, it is neverthelefs true 

that he ha s been absent from h s Agency a portion of the t i me , 

but mos t ly on public busine.fs conn cted with the 1 ~' ild tribes • 

. ajr Chot eau .for some t i me previous to his resignation in 

July l as t info rmed me of his determ nation to resign , that the 

comp ens ation wa s i nadequate , and I have no doubt tha t he ha s 

been pr eparing to engage i n th Indian trade amongst the wi ld 

Indi ans , whi ch he i s .now doi ng at Camp ~ son . I t is a well 

known f act. t he i nfluence \Vhich the ho t caus by the i r con-



aection, a nd the confid ence r eposed in them y the Osages , 

t'hey h ave f ollowed them to t he Prai r i e , and I think t hat I 

am not mi s t ak en wh en I say that a l a r ge porti on of t hem will 

settle a r ound t he r e t radi ng e st ablishment ( Camp e son ) a s 

hunters C. 

I ha ve r efl e cted much upon the condi t ion of the Osages , 

they a r e the r emnant of a powerful tri be f rom whom the Uni t ed 

State s have a cquired con i erable lands , for other t r i bes , 

they are poor and i n a fa i r way i f pofsible to be even more 

so. Unlefs something shall be done by the Government t o re ­

lieve t hem, I conside r them but slightly removed i n the poi nt 

of ci vil i zat ion from the Camanchees or awnees . 

: i t h a diligent and proper Agent di sconnec t ed however 

remote l y wi t h trad in~ and a farme r or abourers employed t o 

cult iva t e the soil and shew the Osages to farm , and by giv n g 

s ome dome s t i c animals to g ve them a star in r aising stock 

to be plac ed undex• the control l of the Agent or farme r 

thes e peopl e might ye t be saved , and unlefs some course of 

this s ort is adopt ed they will to a great extent j oi n t e 

,~ild t r i be s , they are now depr i ved of the means of subs i s t­

ence by hunt ing which t hey heretofore enjoyed , and unl ef s 

they turn t he r e a t tent i on to cu tivat ng the roil and raising 

stock, they mus t a s .1r chermehorn j ustly observes e i t r er 

commit depredations or sta rve , 

I n relat i on to t he Bl a k smiths and othe subjec ts 

cont a ined i n the d ev . • cher nehor n ' s l et t er , I li ll n-
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to obtain suc h information as I can and report the 

to the Dept . 

Respectfully 

Yr . • ro . obt . s e rv~ 

wm rms t r ong 

Ac t . . .. .' T. 

(OIA: Osage Fi l e A304 . Choc t aw Agency . 1837 . 
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Sir: 

General Land Office 

March 29th 1838. 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a letter, dated 

the l~t Instant, from John Swayne Esq, to the Hon~le John w. 
Crockett in reference to a sale , which it appears from the 

enclosed was made by Samuel Houston, formerly of the State 

of Tennefsee , to John C. McLemore and M. H. Howard of a 

por ,ion of a tract "reserved to Amelia (the daughter of 

Shemehunga ) a half breed Osage, by the fifty Article of 

a Treaty made and concluded at st Louis in the State of 

Missouri" on the 2nd June 1825; and request that your 

answer to the enquiries in Mr Swayne's letter may be com-

municated to this Office, and the enclosed returned to me . 

C. A. Harri8 Esq 

Connnissioner of 

Indian Affairs • 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt Sert 

Ja~ Whitcomb, 

Commissioner 

(OIA: Osage (Rese rve} File L 423 . Gen. Land Office. 1838.) 
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0. I. A. 

April 2 , 1838 . 

~tcomb James 

Com; General Lamd Office . 

Sir, 

In relation to the subject to whi ch the enquir es of 

Mr Swayne in h is l etter to the Hon . J . w. Crockett refer, 

I have to state , that the 5th Article of the Osage treaty 

of the 2nd June 1825 , reserves to the use only of c ertain 

half breeds, a section of land each . The stipulation in 

the treaty does not grant the tract or confer a fee simple 

right, but places the reserves in the situation of a usu­

fructuary. The reservees under th s article cannot there­

fore convey the land to any other individual . 

The tract reserved to Emi lia, the daughter of She-me­

hunga is one of the eight Osage reservations w~ich are 

within the limits of the territory granted by the United 

States to the Cherokee na t ion by treaty of the 29th Decem-
. 

bar 1835. By the 4th article of this treaty, the United 

States "agree and stipulate to extinguish , for the bene ­

fits of the Cherokees , the titles to the res ervations 

within their country, made in the Osage treaty of 1825 , 

to certain half-breeds , and for this purpose they hereby 

agree to pay to the persons to whom the same belong or 

have been afsigned or to their agents or guardians , when­

ever they shall execute , after the ratification of this 

treaty, a satisfactory conveyance for the same to the 
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United States, the sum of 15000$ , according t o the Schedule 

accompanying this treaty of the relative value of the sev-

eral reservat ions." 

The proportional value placed upon Emilia's Section 

was 1300 • No payment has yet been made for the s e reser-

vations. 

Herewith Mr . Swayne's l etter is returned agreeably 

to your r equest . 

C. A. H. 

(OIA: Letter Book Vol . 24 , p . 4 . Signature on original 
was evidently that of C. A. Harris . ) 
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This Article of ~greement made & entered into this 

tirst day of July 1839, between Congrave Jackson Sub agent 

for Osages, on behalf. of the United States, and Charles 

Mongrain (a half breed Osage) of the other part. 

WITNEFSETH - That whereas the said Charles Mcgrain is 

this day appointed Interpreter for the Great & Little 

Osage tribe of Indians, doth covenant & agree, faith­

tully to discharge the duties of Interpreter for said 

tribe of Indians, for & in consideration of the sum of 

three hund~ed dolla~s ~er annum, per 9th Sec . Act of Con­

gress 30th. June. 1834 . and to be governed by law, & 

such ins tructions as he may receive from the Dept . of 

War, Supt. Agent or Sub Agent so long as he may continue 

Interpreter as afores~id 

1839. 

Witnefs our hands & seals this first day of July 

Congrave Jackson (Seal ) . 

S~b Agent for Osages 

Charles Mograin (Seal) 

(OIA: Osage File. Agency, 9/30, 1839.) 
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S1r 

Osage Sub A~ency 

Sept 30th . 1839 . 

The 4~h Clause 2nd Art . Treaty of 11 Jan¥ last with Osages 

provides for furn ishing a certain quantity of Stock, Tools &~ 

to each Osage family , who shall form an Agricultural settlement . 

Now Sir, there is not such a Settlement in the whole Osage na­

tion. It does seem to me, that Waggons,Carts, Oxen tools &¥ 

are necefsa ry for the forming of those settlements. Wnite Hair, 

the principal Chief, is at this time occupying a place settled 

by the Rev~ N. Dodge a Mifsionary, where there is some fencing, 

tolerable Cabins, some fruit trees &~ this perhaps might be 

called an Agricultural Settlement. Shin, gab, was, sah, the 

Chief Councilor is living in a house built for him several 

years since, but without ·a pannel of fencing near, tho' he 

has 86 acres of broke or ploughed prairie attached to his 

place 

These people have all gone on their fall or inters 

hunt from which they will not generally return before the 

Spring - until that time nothing can be done in relation 

to making those settlements . 

Mr Speirin the comr has investigated claims against 

Osages to the Amt . of $10,500 . None of the claims of Creeks 

or Cherokees were presented; he expects to be sent back here 

in the Spring • 

. I have no receipts or expenditures to report for the 

quarter ending 30th September. 

Cap~ W~ Armstrong 

Act Supt W Tery. 
(over) 

Very Respectfully Yr. Mo . Obt.Servt 

Congrave Jackson 
Osage Sub Agent 
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P. s. The contract for building the Black Smiths Houses , 

and Shops, was taken by Mr John L. Fulbright at $669 . he 

is going a head with his buildings - I have no doubt he 

will comply with his Contract to the letter 

c. J . 

(OIA: Osage File. Agency . 9/10, 1839. Jackson, Congr~ve 
to Wm . Armst rong, ~upt . The 4th clause of the 2d Art., etc . ) 
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Spring River Mifs9 

Oct . 4th 1839 . 

Sir 

Your · favor of 2nd Sept was recg per Osage Express which 

found me over head & ears in businefa, in the midst of Chiefs , 

Judges & Councilors . M; Spier1n the Commifsioner, having but 

a few days previous commenced his examination of Osage claims. 

The Osages were detained from their Hunt by this Examination 

until the 20th Sept. In the mean time, they had requested me 

to send for their goods, which I done by M; Henry Clemmons 

tho' they did not arrive until about the last day of Septem­

ber, . & then without an Invoice Under these circumstances I 

was at a lofs, what to do - In fact I was almost compelled 
done 

to let them have the goods, which I have . by taking the num-

bers of the Boxes, & a Bill of the Contents of each box 

I have taken also, duplicate receipts of the Chiefs (to 

whom it was decided by the Osages that they should be delivered) 

leaving th~ amount of dollars & Cents blank to filled up, by 

me, on the receipt of the Invoice. 

I must request you therefore, to enclose it to me soon; 

that I may at the close~ the pr~sent month be enabled to 

report correctly. The goods reo~ were 35 Boxes 2 Bales of 

Blankets & one cask of hard ware, all in very good Order. 

The Commissioner has left without making up & qertifying any 

of the accounts for expenses of his Commission, which appears 

to me to be req~ of him by par. 76 to 81 Revised Regulations 

H9 3 I have reed of several persons here (S. B. Bright & 

,t • I - ~ 
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George Douglass) a quantity of Beer & Bacon . These Gent . 

want their Money . They have made out accounts against the 

U. S. for the several amts . which they wish me to forw9 you . 

But _the Regulations just named as well, as late Additional 

Regf for paying Annuities &9 Stall me on this Subject. A 

word of advice , will be most thankfully received by 

Capt WIP Armstrong 

t Act. Sup. W. Tery 

Choctaw Agency 

Your friend 

& Very Obt . Servt. 

Congrave Jackson 

Osage Sub Agent 

P. s. I was saved the trouble of Making the 1fsue to Osages, 

required by your instructions dated 12th of August last -

The corn Beef & Salt left there by the contractors was 

divided between the Osa~es by themselves (perhaps partially) 

by the time, if not before the Contractors were out of sight 

c. J. 

(OIA: Osage File . Agency, 9/30, 1839.) 
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Thi s articl e of agreement maid and enterd in to this 

the tent h day of November 1839 Betwen Congrave Jackson . 

aub. agent for osages of the one part on behalf of the 

United States and John Lemon of the State of Missourie 

ot the other part this the lOth day of November 1839 

Witnesseth That Whears the said John Lemon is this day 

appointed Black smith for the osage tribe of Indians 

doth Covenant & agree faithfuly to discharge all the 

duties of Blacksmith for said tribe of Indians that 

may be required of him for and in consideration of the 

aum of six hundred dollars per annum & furnish his one 

tools per 9th. sec. act Congrefs 30 June 1834 and to be 

governed by law and such instruction as he may received 

from the Ware dept superintendant Agent or sub Agent so 

long a s he may c ontinue Blacksmith as afiresaid Given 

unde r our hand & seal this the tenth day of November 

1839 

Congrave Jackson (Seal) 

Osage Sub agent 

John Lemon (Seal) 

(OIA: Osage File Agency 9/30, 1839.) 
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Callaway R. A. Major 

Osage Sub-Agent. 

Sir. 

0 . I . A. 

26th July 1841 

On an examination of your own and the accounts of 

your predecefsor , Mr Jackson, it is found that payment 

for the reservation of one sec t ion of land granted to 

Charles, Grandson of Noel Mongrain , under t he Osage 

treaty of 1825, has b een made twice : once by yours elf , 

on the 13th of Mar . last, to Baptiste Mongrain , as the 

authorized representative of Charles , deceased, and once 

by Mr J ackson to the said Charles in person, on the 12th 

July 1840. 

I hasten to communicate this information that you 

may, in case the first payment by Mr Jackson was bona fide, 

endeavor to get the money re t urned . The voucher , however, 

will have to be disallowed in your accounts unlefs satis­

factory reasons are she\~ that such should not be done . 

T. H. C. 

(OIA: Letter Book No . 30 , p . 468 . Signature on ori inal 
was evidently that of T. H. Crawford.) 
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To the Honerab l C. B. Smith. 

Secertar y of Interior 

We the undersigned petetioners Chiefs and head 

men of t he Big & Li ttle Osages Indians of the State of 

Kansas r es pectful l y beg leave to present this our humble 

petition & prayers and show to the honerable Secertary, 

that we desire him to speak to our gr eat father the pres­

edent a t Washington City and tell him that we his red 

children of the Big & Little Osage Nation's , of Indians 

have looked with much anxiety and impatience for the com-
of new 

ing~their~ father to Washington , they haveing been told by 

good white men in whom they belived that this new father 

the presedent , would be good to his red children and have 

.justice done them in the Security of there lands their 

property , and their money which has not been done them 

for many years -- We have hoped that our great fat her 

would have had Confidence to have attended to our wants 

and prot ect us from the many trespasses and wrongs com­

mitted agai nst us by the white people , but in this we are 

disappointed, we have no confidence in the old Agent An­

drew I Dorn, We - Can t t rus t him to Speak our minds to our 

great father, he n ever at tends to our buseness nor to pro­

tect our property our ponies are stolen & we have no one 

to protect us in retaing t hem, our lands are f orceably 

taken from us and the timb er cut down by white people and 

carried off for saw timber and r ails to the amount of 



thousands of dollars, saw mi lls are erected on our lads 

& the best timbers sawed and taken off for merchantdize , 

our money has been i mproperly invested, when it would do 

us no good, to all of thes grevences our agent gives no 

attention nor has any Superintendent visited our nation , 

our lands is rich and produces fine grass whi ch s erves 

our stock throughout the winter , and last winter the white 

people from the State of Missouri and other Destricts of 

Country having no grass or hay from the heavy drouth, drove 

large herds of Stock into our lands to winter and eat up 

all the grass from our own Stock, which have starved to 

death, the delewar nation of Indians and other tribes on 

the Kansas river having been Swindeled out of there lands 

in some late treaty with their agents , have come down upon 

us with thousands of their Stock and as Indian brothers in 

destress we Could - Not drive them off , and every thing 

we have had to eat has been a long time Consumed & hun­

derds of our people are Starving, the Delewars say they 

petitiond the presadent for protection, but got no answer; 

there agent never deliverd it, we have always been friends 

of the white man and pr event our young men from doing wrong 
can, ,7,et 

when ever we, ~~/t~i we are frequently presented for steal-

ing horses unjustly for an excuse to take our property in 

pay _ If our father the presedent dose not think proper to 

send us a good man in whom we can have confidence to pro ­

tect our ri ghts, we pray h im t o allow us to employ a Coun­

celor & advisor to attend to ouraffairs in a lawfUl manner ; 



we desire to make treaty Stipulations that we may all be-

come farmers & growers of Stocks and live in peace with 

our white brethern we cannot trust this to the present 

agent we therefore send this to a friend in Washington who 

knows us and can confirm our talk as true we have said, 

this the 19th day of Apriel in the year of our lord 1861, 

Vllhi te Hair 

Beaver 

Belvezo 

Ne cau nau sau 

Was shan pes ha 

Wah shan sho pa 

twelve 0 Clock 

Little Bair 

his 
X 

mark 

his 
X 

mark 

his 
X 

mar k 

his 
X 

mark 

his 
X 

mark 

his 
X 

mark 

his 
X 

mark 

his 
X 

nn rk 

his 
Che sheu wah t ah in gah x 

mark 

Wah leu har ka 

his 
X 

mark 
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Cee to lau ka 

Test 

Samuel Bevenew 

Pet er Chouteau 

Louis P Chouteau 

Augustus, Captan 

his 
X 

mark 

(OIA: Osage - 1861. Reserves A. No. 133-140. Augustus Clare­
mont.) 
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Friend Chapman 

Dear Sir 

Osage Catholi c Mis sion 

April 2oth 1861 

I have just got back from the Councle , 

last eavi ning & and I thought I wood let you know the 

procedings of t her e councle , they on the 19th of Apriel 

1861, have se l ectted there Chief as princeceble , Chief of 
in plac of the one who died 

the Osage Nati on , , they unanemusly , agread to a petetion 

which I will s end to you to present , to the Secertary of 

Interior, they are well pleased with the idier of my Send­

ing theis to t~li there great father the Presedent , whi ch 

you will pleas e to do for us as a friend this is to the 

request of the councle 

I J, B, Ch apman 

Yours Very Resectfully 

Augustus , Captain 

(OIA: Res erves A. No . 133- 140 . Augustus Claremont . 1861 . ) 



27 

Q.UAPAW INil!ANS 



Arkansas July 1oth 1831 

Our Great Fathe r, 

Your Red Children , the Chiefs , head men , 

and Warriors of the Quapaw tribe , most humbly beg l eave 

to inform you, That last inter our head Chief He c . ka . too . 

wen) to see you , at the belov ed White house , to make lmown 

to you, out poor destitute situation and to ge t the man 

Mr Barraque, who once Conducted us to the Cadoe Country , 

for our Agent. he i s honest . he has our Confidence . he 

woul d do you and us Justice , wi thout expense to the Govern­

ment, but you we re told he was a Merchant , and you could 

not employ him for us , he is a Merchant for Red and Whit e . 

We wish to b e conside r ed Citizens , to deal with whom we 

please, and the merchants to have the liberty of tradin 

with us, and us and our people to be Obedient to the l aws 

of our Great fath er . --

Father , the Agent you have sent to us , we dont like , 

we dont know him, he is not the man of our Choice , who vi l l 

do us Jus ti ce, our chief wou l d not have Consented to have 

had him, but was persuaded , ( with the afsistance of Spirits) 

by M; Sevier, to have Col~Re otor . He has come twice to see 
-

us, to make appologys to us for not payin to us , our annul ty 
• 

money, which he has got, but tells us he canno pay us , un­

till he rec eives instructions from the Great ar Ch ef . 

Father we are in gr eat want , nd hope you will order us our 

money, it v1ould no 'I b e of gr eat service to us , and our poo 

7753 

2'71 



families, when corn is so hard to be got , and we have no 

money to buy it , for our suffering families , Col? Re ctor 

has not given us the man , we would for our interpreter , 

but has employed one , who is not honest , whose tongue is 

fork ed, and one who wi ll an swer Mr Rector ' s purpose , Father 

if the Man of our Choi ce cannot be given to us for our 

Agent, b e c ause he is a merchant , we hope our father w 11 

grant to u s f o our Agent , the man whom we will recommend , 

and one who stands next to M~ Barraque , in our est i mation , 

and one who can be r ecommended to our father by several of 

our Whi te Brothers , who Compose your gr eat Counci l , --

Fat her , dur ing the life of Govr Izar d we l et r emain in 

his hands, of our annuity , $1500 , for the pur pos e of buying 

lands, as our white Brothers do , At his death , this money · 

c ame i nto the hands of his Administrators Col? Ashley &~ 

and we c annot get it . Father , we ask your friendly inte rfer ­

ence i n this matter , and see your poor Children done Justice , 
the 

- Father, l ast annuity that was sent fo r us , t o the Agent 
A 

d ·~ f or the Cadoes , we have n ever r ec . but ~600 . as that Agent 

insisted on Hec. ka . too . to go wi th him , to Natchitoces l:t:R · 

k~m and there t ake goods out of a Certa n store , for the r e ­

mainder of the 41>2000 . which our ch ef r efused to do . Al l 

thi s we have t o ld to M~ Rector , but he has made no movements 

t o
1
ar ds see i n g us Justice done , nor sit probable he ever 

will do any thin about our money which is in the hands of' 

Govf Izar ds admini strator , (Ashley) as Rector , and Ashley , 
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are too gr eat Bob. a . shee . l ees , for us to expect Justice from 

him, -- Father when our Chi ef Ne c . ka . too . was at the beloved 

white house l ast ..rinter, he , (from the persuasion of M~ 

Sevier,) and not knowing rightly what he was doing , appro­

priates, $900 , yarly out of our small annuity to Col John-

sons School, whi ch wi ll leave us but $1100 ·yearly , and in 

two more years , ou annuity will be -but $1000 . leaving us 

then the v ery small sum of ~100 . yearly . Father we have 

sent but four of our Ch ldren to the Kentucky s chool , our 

wish is, that for this present year , you allow to ·col~ John-

son, what i s r i ght for the four boys , and after that , the 

appropriation whi ch has been made by Hec . ka . too . to Cease , 

We have had ·'_t ile lve of our Children tau ht here , by a ood 

teacher for $200 . a year , besides we are not able to spare 

so l ar e a sum out of our small annuity , 

Father , when our Chief returned from the beloved whi te 

house, and t old us your kindnefs to him, and the good talks 

you gave t o him f or is your poor r ed Children , the Quapaws , 

It made ou r hearts feel gl ad . And have called down the 

blefs ings of the Gre t Spirit upon t~e h d of our Beloved 

Great Father , the Pres i dent of the tv1enty f our Counc 1 f es . 

Father, when Our head Chef Nec . ka . too , ·1ento see you, 

he took with bim (in ~ri t ing ) a true statement of our Gr ev-

ance, the gr eat f raud Co 
tted on us by the treaty, ·when 

we sold you , Our Cou~try , whi ch was done by f lse nt erpre­

tati on, and Cheated you , and us , out of a laree Don tion , to 



a man (Mr Scull) to whom we nev er Owed one hundr ed Dollars , 

Our Chi ef was prevailed upon when a t Washi nc;ton , (by Mf 

Sevier) no t t o hand you thi s paper but t o bur n t . ---
r 

A few days ago M. Rector c ame t o s ee us and when ou r Chi ef 

prefsed him f o r our money , he t hr eat ened , to drive us away , 

to the Red Ri ve r Country . 

Father, - wo wil l take the 1 b erty of t roubling you , 

Shortly , wi t h a true sta t ement of the fr au d , above al lu ded 

to , and has no doubt , bu t that our f ather s ' Pat er nal and 

fostering Car e of h i s Red Ch l dr en , ( general l y ) wi l l be 

extended t o his poor and Un- offendi ng r ed Children the Qu a -

paws . ----
Hec , ka . too . Pri n cipal Chi ef , hi s mar k X 

Saracen , Ch ef --- his mar k X 

Tonougi nka , Chi e f , his mark X 

Kahi ke t tida Ch i ef , his mar k X 

Tige was katta - - hi s mar k X 

Wag in gu- dettou his X 

Dettinguede t to his ma r k X 

Wot t idamony hi s mar k X 

Hedaquedeyre h i mar k X 

Sigu.idawalkatta his mar k X 

Marshoumoning h s mar k X 

Wattombe hi mar k X 

Heppidaquedry h s mar k X 

Ionoahunka h is mark X 
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plunkadaqu erry his mak X 

pettemony his mark X 

Quiessa his mark X 

Deda:bty his mark X 

Jinkanoppoie his mark X 

Tossoffa his mark X 

Dammoning his mark X 

Waguedout t any his mark X 

Kadettondaquerny his mark X 

Monoupa h s mark X 

Hounattikany h s mark X 

~ Boutte his mark X 

Hedos kot touka h s mark X 

Corze his mark X 

Waginkhy his mark X 

Wagihinnegy his mark X 

Tonouni gy his mark X 

Paginka his mark X 

Montep agi ka his mark X 

Hunkahy h s marl<: X 

Moyuntikagrule h i s mark X 

Tikorha his mark X 

Ta.kahe his m rk X 

Hedaskamoning hi s mar k X 

Wad~tta 
hi s mark X 

Vesaginka h is mark X 



Hunkawasskatta his mark X 

Kadettahunk a his mar k X 

Pittanguidee his mark X 

Padishou his mark X 

Wattequiany hi s mark X 

I certify t hat t h e above is a true inte r pret ation as 

delivered by t he Chi efs , and si ned in my pr e sence 

Ber nar d Bonne 

Late Unit ed St at es inter pre t er 

( OIA : 1831 . u a paws . Memor i al s . The vri ting in above 
signatures is s o poor t hat i t i s i mpos s ible to say whe t her 
the s pelling a s typed is correct . ) 
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Dear Sir 

Pine Bluff J efferson Cy 

Arkinsas Territory August 2d 183 1 

You wi ll permit me to adrefs you on a subject in 

relati on to an Indian t ribe resideing in and About th s 

Place Calld t he quapaw Tri be of Indians who some years 

Past Treated with the U S~ and sold their Teritory and 

without any ~rovis on made by the Goverment f or them a new 

home tBe to emi grate to They Ignorantly resqued their 

Prospect of pro t e ction in Joineing and emigrating to a 

tribe of Indi ans calld the Cado Tribe l ayi ng on the waters 

of r ed Riv er south wes t of this Plaice - when they moov ed 

to that country (wh ch was i n all of 1826 & 27) i t seemes 

they mad the ne cessary exer tions ( that is common f or sav -

ages to Do) to live i n such Part s of t hat terytory as the 

Cado es Pointed out f o r them to r es i de on But that Portion 

of co ty lay so l ow and f l at t hat i t was through the season 

of raisi ng crops , so much inundated with water that it 

drouned up their crops so much and wi th the chan e of a 

more southern clime t that they n early all s tearved f or want 

of Br ead and wi th the sickly eleme t the grater Portion of 
four 

them died up after twe A years tryal on theyr n ew homes t hey 
for shelter 

had of necesity to r~turn Back to this Plai ce~where they 

went from for self ppev~ Presivatioh In the event of th s 

they Deemed i t necessary to send t he re ch ef to vi s it the 

President to gain Promision to r eside at their old homes 
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as they say where the Bones of t he ir f athers l ay) unt ill 
to 

ermen t wou l d s ee . f it by sem an a ct of h • t k umanl yi ma e s orne 

for t he i r better prot ec t ion as they are a v ery har m­

hone st inof f enc i ve I ndian and have . ne ver been known 

white man blood and a r e _·v ery Des ireous t o becom 

sevelis ed and s i tiz en and Purchas e l and and be c ome agra cul ­

tureres t &c 

t h is i s what I rumi nformed from a s or ce that canno t be 

doub t ed I n t he fall of 1830 whi ch was las t year they a c cord -

ingly s ent on t heir head chief to Washin~ton wi th a f a i thful 

interpreter t o gain permi s ion to live at thier old homes -

unti l l b ett er a r angement s could be mad for them and in this 

aplication t he president gr anted them leave t o do s o untill 

the l ands eeH±a sh ou l d be so ld stat eing at the same t i me tha t 

the l and b e l on g ed to gov er ment and was not his t o give but 

that they might r emain on it untill i t was sold on the con ­

dition of thei r good behaviour this s eemed t o sat i sfy the 

chi ef a s i t was t he best that cpuld be don f or them a t that 

time and as t he ir intent ion was to purchas small farmes as 

many as would b e abl e t o do so - Pay t axe s and be com s obor ­

dinent t o the laws of the l and &c In the same vi s i t t he 

chief wa s inst ruc ed to p r ov ide f or the nat ion or tribe an 

agent sui t able t o be a guardi an (and f ather to t hem as they 

calle i t ) as they never h d on e to suit the ir gen eral inter­

est si ence t he Death of Governo r fs Iszar ds wh6 they had 

always been much Pl eas ed wi th in t hi s apli cat ion the chief 



no order while he remained at the city, but as him 

interpreter had been taken there under the pote c­

Mf Savi er the Deligat of this terytory , and who 

seemed Desireous to do all acts of kindnefs for them e.nd 

who they v ery mu ch confided in so much so that it was 

through h i m all there aplications was mad this , beina the 
(_") 

oase they c ame away satisfyed that a suitable agent would 

be provided for them who woud Distribut Justice to them 

and very much contemplated l~hat a Mr Antwine Barraqua or in 

Englis Anthony Barraqua would be apo inted who would of been 

thier cho ice if they had of had the right of choseing but it 

seems the obj ection to him was on the Ground of his bein a 

merchant -- but the reason why the Indians chose h i m is from 

the many charitable acts he had bestoed on them in the times 

of their grat e Distrefs and starvation it seemes he has of-

ten saved many of them from starving to Death in their re-

turning from r ead River 

It is true this Gentleman has mad some gain in proper -

ty by traiding wi th this tribe but it is also true he has 

mad grate sacrafises for their benifit in the hours of dis ­

trefs and i t is by the Dent of hard labour and aRe his grate 

industry and care that has chief ly gained h i m what little 

he poceses (for the last four monthes I have been an . Just ­

nefs to his persuits and find hi m· to be a man of gr ate 

benevolents and Kindnefs of grate use to his country amonges t 

the citizens as he is the most percivering indoustrous man 

I have found in the teritory and a man of as much hospatality 
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he is 
at home as any man can be found in any country inde ed~what 

you may Properly call a h i gh mi nded honou r ab l e Fr en ch Gen­

tleman a Sci anti f ick s cholar 1red i n the highest clasi cal 

colledges of Frace and was long one of the offi cers of 

Bonipart but in t he exilement of Napolian he had to emi ­

grate to america ev er sice whi ch t i me he has lived in this 

coun try and b een a Deeler wit h this said t r ibe of I ndi ans 

and with t he re i n t er est he is well a cquai nted nd wil l fully 

fulfill t h er ex pe ctat i ons I f he could r e ceve the api nt ment 

of their a gent I honestly t hink h i m best qual lifyed f or 

that purpose provided his be i ng a merchant f or them should 

not be an object t ion bu t i f thi s shou l d be an ob j ecttion 

it woud be well f or the ~Department to call on h m t o r ec -

ommend a sui table Person -- I have no early inte r e s t in th s 

matter no r am I any way cons er ned 1:u t onley make t he com­

munication for t he l ove of my county and the r espect I h ave 

for you and Ge ~, J ackson who I Deem as my Personal friends 

for I am s eri ous l y of t he opi nion you wil l be compelld to 

make a change i n t h e agea agen cy and wi l l now go on to gav e 

you my r easons and how I became aqu ai nted wi th all those 

matters &c 

1 ~t when this I ndi an chief and his interpre t e r arived 

d the car e and prot ection of Co1,, s avi er at Washington un er 

they apeered to be entire l y lofs ed among strainger s as they 

had no one to communicat e their views or wishe s to exsept 
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Co savier who seemed to be t wo much inguaged to pay mu ch 

attention to there person further than to supply their aRts 

necessary wants this led me to notice them and as charity 

Demaned it I Paid some attention to them whi ch soon gained 

their affe c tions and they both became warme friends to me 

and soon apply to me for council in ever y thing they wished 

done I generally gave them the best advise that my judge ­

ment would inabl e me and still refurd them to their friend 

Co~ savi er for further advise &c in theresult of this ac -

quaintan ce they profefsed the gratest warmth of fri endshi p 

for me and proposed to me if I would come to thi s country 

that t hey waul show me a salt spring of the best quality 

which no one knew of but one Indian of their t ribe I r ed-
acc ep ted · 

ily~aeee~te~-of the Proposition from causes then existing 

which you may r eadily judge o f from my communication to 

you of the 2nd of Jun e l ast I have not entirely yet suc ­

ceed in finding the salt Spring but I have succeeded in Part 

and have very flattering prospects of succefs as I am sink­

ing a salt v1ell and have made some sal t f or experiment and 

should fortune favour me in a small Portion of the remit­

an.ce of my claim whj_ ch I ave have commi ted to your charge 

in June l ast I think nothing can prevent me from succefs .e 

and Prosperity th~se are the circumstances that caus ed 

those Indians and their cituation to come within my notice 

and I believe it to be but just to them that you should 

become acquained with the privation and abuses they have 

resently had t o i ncounter 
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which I now will go on to show &c 

In the first Pl a i ce when they left the city of Wasing-

ton t hey knew not who was to be their ,agent but afte r they 

had trav eled as fare as Balti more the chief was asked how 

he would lik e Mr Horton Rector for an agent who was then 

in thei r company and had been aR from the time they s et 

out their Journey from home and who profesed to be their 

prot e ctor and gui d with the Co t , :c after several times 

repeiting the question the chief answered he had no object­

tions provided the anuitys due them every year should be 

honest ly payed ov er to the tribe as it became due this was 

far e l y promis ed as it is stated since Col savier had their 

anuity then wi th him in a che ck how ever the truth of thfs 

you can soon as c ertain from the Payi ng Clerks of the are 

Depar tment how ever I under stand that Co} , savier s ays he 

has the anuity money and that all that prevents Mr Rector 

from Payin this money over to the Indi ans i s that he is 

wai ting for instruct ions from the Department of Ware is 

t his so or not 

Mr Rector has been her e twic e this sunrraer and inf ormed 

the tribe he would Pay them so soon as he got his inst ruc ­

tion whi ch he l ooked f or by ever y mail in those expectta-

Indl.·ans have been Deceive and Disapinted untill 
tions the 

they have a l most starv ed to Death f or ~ant of Bread as they 

QRly r eturned too lat ±asB to this country l ast year to 

make much of a cr op &c 



I nde ed in ohe instant I lmew f one amley of Indi ans 

to live on the wild Plumes of the forrest f or t hree Days 

until l I saw their suffer ings so grate that I bought a fiew 

bushels of c orn and gav e them at this t i me there had been 

a boat lo ad of corn offered to them and them suffering much 

for it but could not ~YF purchace f or want of there anuity , 

in t his case they entirely Blame Mr Rector there agent If 

he is there agent which is now doubt ed by some but as he 

oonfeses the money is received and on hand they blame him 

for not Paying it over however he no doubt has his excuse 

and you wi ll be able to Judge of the matter the Department 

Payed over to ct, Savier as I understand from the inter -

pretor $650 in all to Defr ay expences and pay the int er pre -
them 

tor and for clothing aB all of whi ch Cot savier nforms is 

to come out of the anuity exsept ~ 150 for traveling expences 

it u se to be the custom that when the Gov erment gave clot h-

ing to Indi ans on a visit of this kind that it was not taken 

fro m the anui ty this deduction of ~p500 = leaves Due to the 

Ind i ans this year $ 1500 this money Co ~ savier and Rector 

says they have on hand the Indians wishes to lmow why they 

cannot get it &c ther was also in the t i me of Governor 

Iszards a cting as their agent $ 1500 r eceived by the governor 

for them the Gov ernor informed them their money was ready 

for them at any time they instruced hi m to keep it for 

them in deposit untill called f or as they wanted to keep 

it to pur chase land at a futer day - shortly after this 
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Governor Is zard t ook suddenl y sick and died it then became 

s ome one to administer on the estate of the 

g overnor 

In t h i s c ase a General Ashley of Little Ro ck be came 

the Admine~trat or of Gov ernor Iszards· and it seemes this 

fifteen Hundr ed Dol l ars belonging or due to these Indians 

fell int o his hands so the Indians never got it 1 Gen Ash-

ley is u n der the character of a crude cunning atterney at 

law and a man of considerable tallence and a grate spe cula­

tor in l and for he owns a grat Deal secured by tRe what i s 

oalled i n this country the Curly claimes and it is feared by 

t h e f ri end of these Indians that he Ashly has benifited 

hims elf by the use of this money and that it will be hard 

to get ou t of. his hand f or some time from those suggestions 

I have t aken the liberty to inform you that you may be pre ­

pared to remiday such evils and guared against them in fu ­

ture so far e as the charges turns out to be true &c the 

Indians as well as the neighbour here is very much against 

the conduct of Rector and col savier when col savier last 

t Cy and took the charge o~ those 
fall started to ashing on 

Indi ans UJYler h is car e th, PFr ner of r.-r B raqua ( t o 

F Noter y a merchant at the Post of Arkensas v1as apply to f or 

an out f i t f or their Jour ney in this appl y cat on through 

the infl.uance of Mr Baraqua Mr Noter y furnished the out f t 

in d mo arti cls to the amount of up-Hard of 
money an so 

$300 wh iCh va s . Promi sed t o be remi t ed as s oon as he savi er 
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eached the city .but the Promis is not yet complyed with 

r Baraqua has inquired of Mr Rector the causes of this 

ene cl. i .n an altercation and he Mr Rector abuned 

Baraqua v ery much &c which has caused much . Dissatis­

faction and render ed M~ Rector unpopular i t is also said 

that it is not agreeable to the feelings of the Pub l ck f~ 

Mr Rector to hold two apointments as it is understood he allso 

hold the apointment of remooving the Chocktaw Indians wes t 

of the Mi ssissippi River &c 

The abov e communication I hope will be consider ed con­

fidential as I have no pe sonal inmaty to Co}, Savier or Mr 

Rector,, they have a l ways treeted me friendly and politly 

and I r espect them as social friends but from the love of 

country and respe ct I owe and friendship I hav e far you -

G~ J a ckson and his adminestration I field bound to ave you 

this information as a matter of duty whi ch I field i s due 

to my fri end that you may be the better prepared to a remidy 

the complaints and guard against aproching dangers for I 

well know you wi ll have a grat many evel hearts to contend 

with &c. 
I f I did not exspect from the Publi ck Prints you are 

now the secretary at are I should of made this communi ca-

tion to the President but as my acquaintance with you , and 

me is grater than the 1 I bel it 
your kindn~fs of 

Gen ,, eve 

most Pruedent to adrefs you &c on the 2nd of June last I 

made a lengthey communi cation to you i n reguard of a claim 
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I have aga i nst the P office Dept shoul d I get my part of 

this allowe d it would be of gr ate advantage to me at this 

time as i t would i nable me to go on \"lith my salt works to 

grate a dvanta e to me as well as a publi ck benifit - ~i th 

these remarks I conc l ud whi le I as ever r emain your friend 

an 

most ob sv &c 

James Edington 

H L White Esqr - -

b The Inclo sed is for the special care of the Hon ,, Huh L 

Whit vrho i s now exspect to b e the Secretary at Ware If he 

is not the inc os ed wil l be haned over to the Pres i dent &c 

J E 

(OIA: 1831 • . Quapaws . J as . Edrington . ) 



Quapaws . Memori als . ) 

Quapaw Village 

De cember 3d 183 1 

Our Great Father and Secretary at war 

We as the head chiefs of the QuapavT Tri be , have Stated 

to you in our l etter s , that we was desirous To receive our 

annui ty from men of hones t y , and standing , or Keep it in 

your hands, and to sto~ all ambition and all k i nd - of spec ­

ulation in our money , we hold strongly the same opinion and 

the same desire; but , great Father , if it is inposs ble to 

you , to graint us , a such request , and that you are com-

pelled to give u s an adgent , we sincerely beg of you the 

favor of appointing us one man of our choice . We are a c­

quaint ed wit h M; James E ngton , h i s benevolent acts Towards 
e 

us since he r es i ds at t hi s place , and lmost with us , induces 

us to p lace full confidence in hi m, and wish him for adgent . 
ng 

of M~ 
As t o the charact er and St and James Ed ngton , it is 

the to 
well known President our great Father , and a number of 

"' 
great men - in the belov ed v1hi te House , Then i f our cho ice 

is no t honestly made , and if we are mistaken in our r equ est , 

our gr eat Father , has the powe r to do what he th nks proper , 

and we r emain i nsured that he will see us justi ce done . 

Your v ery humble and r espe ctfully the Quap aw chief 
h is 

He c ka to o 

Sorr een 

Signed and int erprete~ in presence of 

x Chief (SEAL) 
mar k 
his 

x chi ef (SEAL) 
mark 

AT!: Bassaque' 

wlE T, Wal ker 

John Piha 
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Quapaw Vi llage 

De c ember 3~ 1831 

My Great Father and se cretary at vrar , 

Mr John fisher our acting Subadgent Call me s ome t i me 

ago at his stor e , where he had Joseph Duchassin for i n t er ­

preter, they told me that they had some papers conc erning 

M~ Re ctor and Sevier , and by the false interpretation or 
i ng , 

misund erst and I been weak enough to sign the paper presented 

to me by the Sai d fisher , now I do believe that you will 

blame me v ery much ; but , my great Father , a poor indian , 

is inposed on v ery easy by white people . I am compelled 

to tell the truth I had full lmowl ege of all letters sent 

to y ou aRa f ormerly by mail , I agreed to sign , as the others . 

and d i d do so , and will say without hesitation that the 

st a t ement given t o you by ou r chief Heketoo , and myse l f , 

is the tru t h , and by - the papers inclosed to you in our 

last l ett er , you will see plainly our dis t ressing Situation . 

Having - discove r ed the contents of the paper presented t o 

me by the s aid Fi sher , I requested him, t o s crat ch my name 

fro m i t ; but he re f us ed in a very il l manner , My Father , 

wha t could I do then ? •....... 

Your humbl e and obedi ent Serven t . 
h i s 

Sar as on x Qu apaw ch i ef ( SEAL) 
mar k 

Sign ed an d i nter preted i n pres enc e of 

A~1 Barraque m T Wal ker 

John Rha 

{OIA: 1831. Qu apaws . Memorials . ) 



Sir 

Little Rock A T 

2oth Augs t 1834 

I this day r e ceived your i nstru ct i ons on the sub j ect 

of t he r emoval of the Qu apaws . I shall leave i n a f.ew days 

for t he Qu apaw Agen cy f or the purpose of afs embling and en-

rollin g them. 

I calculate on being ab l e to ge t them s t arted f or their 

New Coun try by the 1oth or 15th of September . I t woul d not 

be prudent to s tart sooner , as the pres ent cr ops of corn is 

not suff ici ently mat ur ed f or use . And no old co r n t o be had 

in the Coun t ry 

Genl Geo Gi bson 

ComY Gen1 of Sub . s . 

Very Respectful l y 

Yr Obt S erv ~ 

(OIA: 1834 . Quapaws ( Emigr . ) Wbar ton Rec to r . Uns i gned l etter 
from Rector.) 



Little Rock 

1oth Novr . 1834 

Sir 

Agreeable to your instructions , I collected All the 

Quapaws on the Arkansas river , ( with the ex cept ion of a 

few, who ran off to red River , on their being informed They 

had to remove) 

I reached the new country with them on the 16th of 

Octr' - they have a fine country and appeared to be much 

pleased wi th i t - Since my r eturn to this place , I have 

Settled my accounts with Capt . Brown , and reported t o him 

for duty , as directed in your Order of May l as t, In a few 

days I Shall proceed to the Mifsifsippi to afsist in aRy 

way the removal of the Creeks -

. I am in hope s that you wil l be Sati sfi ed Satisfied with 

the way in wi ch I have performed this dut y , = as it 1wvas done 

as Cheap as i t could well be done , and as expeditiously as 

pofsible - you will , however , be furni shed wi th my accounts 

by Cap t . Brown, when you will be better able t o decide -

Enclo sed is a roll o f the Quapaws in the new country -

Gen . George Gibson 

Com Gen Subs, 

Washin ,.ton Cit, 

v er y r espec f ully 

Your Obt Servt , 
h 

W: Re ctor 

Afst Agt Rml Indians 

(OIA: 1834 . Quap aws ( Emi gr .) Wharton Rector . ) 
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(COPY.) 

L. P. Ch ot eau Esq . 

Sub Agt . Qu apaws , 

Fort Gibson . 

Si r , 

Emigration of Indians 

Office Com¥ Genf Subsistence 

I am appris ed by the Commissi one r of Indian 

Affairs that you are appo inted Sub Agent for the Qu apaws . 

On t he pr esumption that you have acc ept ed the appointment , 

I addre s s these Instructions to you i n relation to the Sub­

sistence of that tribe for t welve months after their arrival 

in the new country . 

In July last Col . Wharton Rector was direct ed to remove 

the Qu apaws to their new lands ; and Captain Brown , pr ncipal 

disbe; Agent was instruct ed to make ar rangements for their 

Subsist enc e afte r they re ached there . Col . Rector informs 

me t h at he enrolled one hundred and s eventy nine , all who 

could be found ; the remainder havin~ a year previous gone to 

Red Ri ve r . I t is presumed that ere this the Indi ans have 

been located , and that the year ' s issues have commenced . 

There shou l d be a comp l ete roll of those remo ved by order 

of t he government ; and those who arrive Subsequently , 

Should b e added , and the day of arrival not ed oppos i te each 

name or f amily . The years i fsues must begin from the date 

of arrival . I f the I ndians choose they may r eceiv e in lieu 

of r ations of slaughter ed beef, l ive Stock , i f tht s change 

does not affect the co s t of the r at ion . I t is r equ i r ed, 



i f su e s be made a t Stipulated times , and that the 

Agent be pres ent . The Agent will f ll up for each issue a 

Erovision Che ck~ showin~ the number of persons , days , and 

rations , and the Sev eral articles composin~ the r at ion . He 

wil l hand this to the contractor , and vrhen the ifsues have 

been made he wi ll certify that he was present , that the pro -
.. -- - - - ----- - - -

visions wer e i ssued accord np, to the face of the che ck and 
- - - - ..--- "' - - :J,..J. -·-• --· --- - - a-- ~ ...,--
of good _g,_uali t y . These checks the contra ctor will whenever 

h e p l eas e , present to Capt . Brovm f or payment . . No extra 

a llowanc e of any kind will be m de to the contractor ; & 

there will be but one place of issue for the tribe . It is 

de s i rable t h a t the utmost care Shou l a b e taken , that the 

Ind i ans r e c eive their Subsistence regularly, that it should 

be o f the best quality , and that no .dvantage be t aken o 

them by Speculators or others , rho may be d sposed t o buy 

their c at t l e , or the presents furnished m them under the 

Treat y . I Sen d you a l i st of the articles t o be furnished 

to the Qu apaws . Major F . W. Armstrong , under whose super ­

int endence the tr be s placed , w ll instruct you as t o the 

time they will be sent t o you , and the dispos ti on you ar e 

to make of t hem. 

By a r egul ation of the War Dep r t ment , no Agent pe r -

forming the duti es no v conf i ded t o you , can re c e ve addi ­

tional pay; but the Secr et ary of ~ar has de cided , that an 

allowance equ i v al ent t o necessary expenses may be made : Ma j or 

Armstrong h as been r equ est ed to Say what t he amount Should be . 



You wi ll please to communicate freely vii th this Off ce ; 

and wi th Capt , Brovm . At the end of each quarter you will 

forwar d to that offi cer a Statement of the number of the 

tribe, Showi ng the additions , the dat e of the arrival &c . 

and a copy of the Same to this Office . 

· Respect fully 

Yr . Obt . St . 

Si gned , 

Geo . Gibson 

C. G. S 

(BIA: 1834 . Quapaws . ( Emi gr . ) Gen . Gibson to P. L. Chout eau) 
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Seneca Agency , January 22q 1837. 

A. Harri s Esq~ Commifs~ of I ndian Affairs 

Sir 

During the excefsive heavy rains last summer , the back 

water from the Neosho river destroyed the dam of the very val ­

uable Grist and Sawmill belonging to the Seneca Nation . _ 

These mills were doing great and profitable businefs for the 

Senecas. - I pledged them my word to do every thing in my 

power to procure funds from the Government to pay the ex-

pense of rebuilding the dam; and M! Holcombe the Miller ~J 

gre•t and pr iseworthy exertions has just got the dam completed 

in such a substanti 1 manner that in the opinion of the best 

judges, it will never be liable to a similar destruction . -

There were no funds at his command, nor any at the disposal 

of the Agent. 

By means of my afsurances , and by the sale of the little 

property he could spare , the ork was carr ied on. - The cost 

is about $800 dollars. It is hoped through the intercefaio 

of Col. Armstrong the Superintendant of Indian Affairs, that 

the above sum will be procured from Government as soon as 

pofsible , to pay off the workmen who performed the labour; 

and remunerate M~ Holcombe for great services and sacrifices. 

\Vhen the great cost of this mill is taken into consider­

ation, and its i mportance to the seneca and Shawnee tribes, 

I fe el confidence that Government will as soon as pofs i ble 

remit the sum herein stated; inasmuch as any delay in r ebuild-

d l d have left the whole mil l and valuable works 
ing the am wou 
liable to destruction. By the timely exertions of Mr Holcombe 
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and his fri ends, the whole has been preser~ed , and the mil l 

is in a bet ter condition than i t was , when delivered to the 

· Agent by Mr Mccausland the mill wright . - It is alledged 

by all good judges that this is the best mill in all the 

Western Country , and its destruction would pe a serious injury 

to the whole neighbourhood as well as to the Seneca Nation . 

Col. Armstrong is earnestly requested to aid in further-

tng_ the suocers of this application. 

I am, Sir, with great respect , 

Your Obed~ Servant 

M Stokes Sub- Agent 

for Senecas . 

(OIA: Cherokee File Al24-125- Choctaw Agency . 1837. A-125.) 
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The President of 

the U s. 

Sir). 

ash~ Feby 2 . 1830 . 

Having had the honor of a personal intervi ew with 

you the other day on the subject of the appointment of an 

Agent for the Shawnees , Delawares &c . in & near the State 

of Mi fsouri - I beg leave to sub t my opin ons in writin . 

I think M~ Re ctor should not be appointed because 

such an appoin tment would be v ery unpopular rit h both friends 

& foes. He is supposed in Mifsouri to be a very vio l ent 

man - and therefore has many enemies He is unpo pular be ­

cause of the manne r in which he l eft the State, having broken 

the Cus tody of the Sheriff when he was on his trial on in­

dictment for (I believe) stabbing with ~~tent to kill . He 

made his. escape - a v erdict was found a ainst h i m and he 

has not been back so far as I know or ever heard to abide 

his trial. For t hese r easons I am opposed to his appoint ­

ment. As a personal and politi cal fri end I have deemed it 

my duty to make this statement without f eeling the least 

pers.onal hostility to the gentleman in question , I have 

discharged my duty to you , to myself & t o those I r epresent 

and no w leave the matter to take its course . 

I would however offer one other reason rhy Mr R should 

not be appoint ed . The r e are many applicants from Mi fs ouri 
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for places of that kind who are men of unexceptionable 

characters and who have at least as much capacity as vrr 

R. His appointment ov er them would be very disagreeable 

to the gr eat body of the people of that State . The 
by gentlemen here 

prefsing of Mr R§ . appointmentAis an evidence I think of 

great indiscretion . 

I have the heno r to be 

Si r 

Your Obdt Servt 

Spenc er Pettis 

(OIA: 1830 . Shawnees (Sub- Agency) Hon . Sp . Pettis . ) 
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