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Choc t aw Nat ion "Pebry 7~h 1 830 

Friend & Brother . 

You l e t ter o the 6~~ ultimo was received - an I am 

g lad you wrot e me , and expr efs your views on the most friendly 

terms, on the matte r s I wrote you , our l i ttle d i ff i culty is at 
time 

end , some~since , among ourselves . Therefore we have berry it , 

und er our feet, and t h ink of i t , n o more. 

I think the a nswer , whi ch o, sho , la , tu , bbe receC} from 
to 

the Sec - i s such one he ought Arecieve , no doubt you have a ood 

i dea about h i m, and my opini on is he never can be a chief , among 

the se people , b e c ause there are hundreds of other men , amon us 

who I h ope a r e b e t ter quallefi e d to be a Ruler then he is . -

I wil l j us t remark to ou here , I have prom se the Choc -

taws in open c ouncil last fall , that I ~ant to g o and expl ore 

t be Choc t aw Count ry the wes t of Rever ifsi and i t has given a 

g reat satisfac tion , that I hould take a tour . as soon as I can -

and I hould b e glad t o b e a i ded in fun , by the General Govt . 

to defray the expenc e s of the Tour . I can be u seful , I hope i n 

some measure, cau se th e Choct aws , i n that country , t o come and 
it 

settle me on s ome p arti cul ar plase , s o that they can be been efi t 
" 

by doing so . - An d t h e d i scri ption o f the c ountry , that I would 

bring to the se peop le here, they would t ake my worde f o r the t ruth . 
of 

- I shall ing adge few~the Educ a t ed Cho t aws t o go with me , r . 

George Harken . or one, I am enti rel y opp ose to the Choc t aw 

emegretion , and oppose to t he Tr eat y . a s ev er- f o hoc t a t o 

sell and treat the i r land away here. But Ye t ive me time to 

breathe . and let t here be 17lj9e help be ext en d ed in fun. a nd 



to 
I will be able soon know what to do for the hapinefs for my 

A 

people -

If I had fun. I would g o about the last of March - but 

if these can be no and be procured I must wait· tell Oct. next . 
the 

You can act in that way - which you t hink it best with ,. ar 

Depart. so that their might be an appropr eat ion be made -. 

Please to write me , a n d tell me what can b e done . 

I am dear sir y our friend & Br oth er 

David F o l som ./ 

Hon R L . N. Johnson 

N.B. I would be glad to receiv e a ny communic a tion f rom y ou . 

Respecting Red people generally . 

. ··.: .·: .··::·.··.·:.·. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. : : ·. .. : .· ·. .: .. · . · .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . .. . . . . .. · ... · .... : ... ':" ·. ' ·=. .. t ,, 
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(OIA: 1830 Chocta s (Emigrati on) David Folsom 'ill go vn t h explor · g 
party.) 



J ackson ( nifsifsiopi) ra rch 22~d 1830 

Dear Sir: 

Upon my r eturn thus far yesterday from the Council lately 

held in the Choc t aw Nat ion, I f ound i n the Post - office , your favour 

of the g~h February (Ul timo) together ith the accompanying docu

ments. 

Before this reaches you , you will have known the r e sult of 

t hat Council. Le t me b e candid . I vi ew the has t e and prec i pitancy . 

with wh ich a few o f t he l ead i ng men hurried their proposition through 

the Council, as ominous of the future fortunes of the Jhoc taws . I 

anticipate confusion , distrefs & bitter repentance on the part of 

t h e many,- permanent satisfac tion and profit on the part of but f ew . 

The nati on , in my opinion , has b een taken by surprize; t he Counc il 

itself wa s t aken b sur pri ze : But f ew were in the secret ( I was 

not of the numb er) and the governi ng motives of at l east one lead-

in man are too palpable to be misunde rstood . But .whi le I f eel it 

to be i mperiously my duty to say this much , I wish to be d istinctly 

unde rstood. I was f or prudent delay , enquiry , r efl ect i on , ma t ure 

deliberat ion. I h ad be en among my friend s t wo or three week s pre 

vious to the council . I explained my vi ews t'o them d istinctly 

and c and i dly , and r ·wished them to exp lain and enforce the ma tter 

in the same c a nd i d manne r to oth e rs . I vi s hed the whole nation t o 

act with· their eyes open , and with a full p ercept ion o f the d iffi 

culties aro und them and before them . I wished the Choctaw country 

west of the Mifsifsipp i t horoughly explored . I wi shed t h r ee or 

four intel l i gent men to be appointed t o vi,si t the Pres i dent , and 

learn from h i m distinctly nd f ully what terms would be g r ant ed 

to the Choctaws; - and then , that a Tre aty should b e framed with 



the utmost c a re, and with provis ons the most full & expl cit . 

Bvery individua l ith ~h om I conversed previo1s to the council , 

concurred w th me in these vi ews , and h ad they b een ad opted, there 

would h a v e b een Treaty n e t F 11 vith the full knowledge of the 

Choctaw nation , and wit h a fair prospect of their future prosper-

ity, and happinefs . I yet th nk I was ri ht , and I know tbat my 

motiv e s were pure and dis i nterested . I shal l personally gain more 

if the p roposed ~eaty is ratified, than if I had have had the 

framing o f the Treaty myself . I ~as call ed in to afsist in framing 

the articles; I found them ready framed to my hand , and I was a ble 

to effect but few changes . A r everend gentleman (a . ethodist Mif 

sionary) is entitled to the credit of having prepared the Articles 

of the Treaty. 

1,'hat think you o f the kingly power which is v ested in the 

chief? You may say it is their own businefs . I f the Choctaws choose 

to make slaves of themselves , it is their own fault . - True , but I 

say they were entrapped into i t; not 0ne in ten understand s it , nor, 

if left to their free will, would they sanction it . 

fua t think you of the neglect with which the Presbyterian 

Mifsionaries are treated - men who have laboured i n the nation for 

years so faithfully, so diligently , under diffi culti es of the most 

trying nature? Vill they b e permitted to g o es t wi t h the Choc taws? 

It depends, you see, on the will of the chief. Should they be per

mitted to go ~est, will their situations b e made ~comfortable and 

pleasant? I tell you, No, Sir, unlefs it is made to depend on the 

will of the President, and not on the will of others. previous to 

this visit, I had not been among the Choctaws since the close of 

the year 1826.I see many changes for the better, but I think I 



see religious intolerance gaining ground, and I have been told of 

certain doctrine s inculcated from the pulpi t whi ch have fill ed me 

with astonishment. - Let me come to a close , however . 

Many articles of the propos ed Treaty I am much pleased with, 

others I greatly dislike . I t is believed by some that the Presi

dent will not sanct ion it . If he should not , I hope he wi ll see 

the necessity of so framing a substitute that the nation at large 

shall be clearly and permanently benefited . Especially I hope the 

President will see (& provi de accordingly) -- That a 1 the power 

ought not to be in one man , nor all the money at the control of a 

few. Let the President make an ample & judie mmrevision , and I 

have no doubt the Choctaws will ratify it. 

Yours with respect 

c J . L . M. Donald 

Col. Th: L . McKenney . 

( OIA: 1830 Choctaws John L . McDonald Op!nion of late council . ) 



Postscript. - In glancing over vhat I have writ t en , I am afraid 

I shall not yet be fully understood. - You and I a r e , I think , 

governed.by the same motives ; - a disintere sted desire to promote 

the permanent prosperity of the Indians . I could have wi s hed t hat 

they mi ght be permitted to remain here in peace ; but that is now 

out of the question, and t heir r emoval is inevi table . Al l that I 

now ask for , therefore , is a good Tr eaty ,- a Treaty that s hall 

consult the permanent and lasting good of the whole , - and in this 

I have no doubt you will concur with me . 

I have been st r ongly solicit ed by f r i ends n the nat i on 

(of whom I have many) to embar k my f ortune s wi t h t h e Ghoctaws ,

and if the despotic f eatures of the Treaty 1er e abol s hed , I be

li eve I should not hes t a te . 
all 

I am open to adv i se f r omAmy f r i ends , and I have never 

ceas e to rank you am ong t he number . 

J . L . MgDonald . v 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws J ohn L . cDonald. Opini on of l a t e council . ) 



To the Hon 

The Secretary of ar 

Sir 

Choctaw Nation 

Ap1 19~~ 1830. 

Inclosed are t wo Le tters forwarde d to me in haste from 

a Numerous Council of two Districts of the Choctaws in whi ch 

they disdain the appointment of Col~ . Greenwood Lafloor ~ Chi ef 

of the whol e Nation. But have made other appointments for their 

Districts (viz) Mufhulatubbee as Chief to the N. East Di s t r ict 

and Nittukaichee as Chief of the Southern District . They are 

willing to receive propofit ons and Conclude a Treaty for their 

Lands in Mifsifsippi But protest against thofe proposed by the 

Lafloor & the Fulsom parties , already forwarded to the Govern-

ment. I shall apprise the Gover nor of this State by the Ne t ail 

of the contents of t hose Letters &. c . as it is confeived that t he 

Choctaws are under the protection of the State Government . By 

the next Mail I shall apprise you of the fur t her proceedings of 

the Counfil. 

I have the Honor to be 

Yr Moft Obdt ervt 

ard t Ag . C. . I 

(OIA: 1830 Choct s ( gency) · .~· a.rd Di ssension in the Ago1 c .) 
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Doaks Stand Mi 

Jul y 13~h 1 830 

Pre sident J ackson 

Si r 

I hav e not vi s it ed the Choct aws i n their own country as 
seen 

y e t, owing to the heal th of my family I have saw se veral influen-

tial men from t h e nat i on, and received several letters from citi -

zens of the nat on . on the subject of a Treaty . and I cannot hear 

of a man that i s willing to send a deligation to Tennef see . it 

would be i mposibl e f o r apart of' the nation to conclude a Treaty 

t h at would b e sat t i sfactory to all . if' the Treaty is concluded 

i n t h e nation eve ry man , woman , & Child . can be pres ent , that has 

a wish t o be. 

I have been i nvit ed to a large Council that is to meet at 

or n ear t he Factor y , on the Tombi gbee in a few days , and had not 

s ickn ef s i n i n my f amily prevented me I should h ve been present . 

it i s to b e hoped . they wi ll settle their f orm of Goverment short -

ly an d adopt a const i tut on , by which they wi l l be governed when 

t hey arr i ve at thei r n ew h ome on the Arkans aw , & Red Rive r . Sho ld 

they continue under s evera chiefs of equal power so loge t hey 

wil l continue di suni ted and i n afew years wou~d b ecome s eparat ed 

into d i fferent band s . the Gov erment shoul d ac t on thi s point 

with pre caut i on , they may be forc ed to submifsion whil e ea st 

of the Mifs, but wh en in the mounta ins and barrens of t he wes t , i t w 

would in a l l probility cost money and the lives o f va luabl e so l -

diers to k eepe t hem at peac e . now i s the prope r time t o get 

things set t led in a f ri endl y manner . the r e will b e aform 'of a 

constitution submit t ed t o them shortly . pe rhaps on t he 27t~ 

, 



inst a s t here is t o b e a c ouncil a t that time in the centre of 

t he n a tion. which c ou n cil I will be a t. 

Ther e i s awi s h that y ou would send y our commfufsioners as 

soon a s posible . a suppy of pro isions may be furnished in afew 

days at the centre o f the nation say a t ilsons stand on the 

Robinson Road . anc if y ou cannot finde a more proper hand to under -

take to furnish suppli es I will do it . 

dont give yourself any une asinefs about the disputes be -

tween the pa r ti es i n the nation , as they will come to a g ood under-
I h op e be i ncouraged 

stand ing"' in a short time , if let alon e and not" by per sons who a re 

not their r eal friends . 

I h ave t h e h onor 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws (Emigrat ion) 
of Gen . Gai nes etc . ) 

to be y o r ob~ serv~ 

D . N . Haley j 

D.N .Haley Endorsing cl aim 

I 



Franklin 24 July . 1830 

Friends & Brothers 

Yr talk of the 2d J une di r ec t ed to me at ~ ashington, has been 

forwarded, & h as j us t r ea ched me at this place . It is matt e r of sur
make a 

prise & some reg r et t o f i nd , that you are desirous to~ visit to the 
as to the propriety of 

country west of the Mifsi , before you are prepared to decide ~peB 

a removal. The experi ence of the past has abundantly shown, that 

you cannot reside peac eabl y where you are . The laws of 1ifsi w~±± 

ee-exteReee, subjecting you to a differant govemet, than tRat-te
to, 

wfi~eR y ou have been accustomedA& which will restrict you to the 
are already extended ov er y ear 

usages & cus t oms & rule to which your whit e b r others conform 

This y our g r ea t Father cannot prevent ; & repeatedly he has told you 

so. Ar e you prepared to submit to this state of things , & to be-
the so prepared , 

come citizens, f or such must be"_case . I .. you a re )\ then is it un
speak 

necefsary to say more , or to t el± to you further on t he subject . ,. 
already 

Thes e matt ers have been discufsed long enough; & it is high time , ,. 
there should be an end of t he argument , & a decision had whether 

you will r emain where you are , sur rounded by the whites made 

subject to t heir law , or ·peacably i~ remove to the we st , there to 

live on your own soil, under your own ancient wayes nd customs , 

& fre e from those interu ters which now on every side beset . ou . 

One or t he o t h er yo must resolve upon . Further delay is not only 

unneces s ary, bu t i s attended wi th hazard to your best interest . 

Thy shoul d you s oli c i t time t o vis i t the country which has 

been afs~gned y ou to the west. Al ready you are we l l advised , th t 

it is secluded i n a pl eas ant a reeable cl i me , even more so , than 

that you a r e about to l eave ; & in all r espects i i equally fe r t i le . 
by 

Bounded by the Arkansas to t he north &~Red Rive r to the s outh, & 

l l~ 



embracing nearly twenty millions of acres, it is coun try infinitely 
& larger in extent 

more desirabl ~ than the one you occupy . All the information pof-

sefsed shews this to be the fact 
Of your own acco rd 

1~~~A dur ing last winter, you forwarded to your great F ther 
ent i re 

a treaty ced i ng your country . He laid it before his great Council 

the Senate; but i n doing so, he told them of your differences 

& discont ent; & that while a portion of the nation, desired the 
agreed 

treaty to b~ a~Fev to, another wa s of a contrary opinion The Sen
that 

ate did not app rove what y ou d i d . One reason was ~ the t erms proposed 

were too extravagant; but another an d a strong one was, they did not 

desire any arrangement to whi ch the eRtiPe nation wa s not aeeeRtiR . 
with general app robation afsenting The same language is now 

~-he±a ~hs-eame-±aRg~ags -te-ye~ d isclosed to you- ·e want no dis -

satisfaction - no h eartburnings to abide after a treaty shall be 

made. Your great Father is satisfi ed , that your peace , prosperity 

& happinefs, depend upon your removal; but he will take no course 

which shall not be entirely satisfactory to his red children . He 

does not merely desire their removal , but he desires it to take 

place under such circumstances , o r shall conclusively satisfy them, 

that justice & liberality are the terms upon whi ch their departure 
is solicitous for them t o remove,tho still und r such circumstances 

is asked Beyond the Mifsi, he ~ as shall r etain them as his chi -

dren & f r iends; a r e sult which he is persuaded is to be obtained 

only by suffering them to depart, with a full conviction that the i r 

interest has b een regarded their happinefs a s a people consulted . 

But these things cann ot be so fully explained at a d istanc e . 

Mgr Naley yo r friend & agent , was so informed, & he was inst ructed 

to tell you, that with a vi ew to a perfect understanding of every 

thing t h e President and the SeerY of 1Var, wou d be in Tennersee t is 

summer, near to y ou, and face to f ace would confer with you ; Now 



that they have come , instead of mee t ing i~~~ ' to enter into an 
a 

arrangement for ye~P r emoval as your previous acts & c onduct had 
eR-ye~~-~aP~ on y our part to d o 

indicated a d is positi on you propose an examination of the country ,-

information ~p(;r'¢')'1 a l re ady "ti sufficiently pofsefsed , whereby to 

defer longe r , d oing t hat , which every sensible man in the nation 
perceives mus t happen 
~ MQS~-ee-mePe, if y ou wo uld pre s erve yourselves ae-a -Rat~eR. 

Frend s & Broth ers - y our great Father will not attempt t~ 
in nothing 

disguise - he will,.. de ceiv e you , 3:R-RetB.iRg . He will not now 
do , former 

attem~t-te-ae ~what i n all his intercourse ~i th you, he never iit 

atte~pted. Trut h & justi c e are his object, & they a re the great 
in 

land marks, which ~ t i n tercourse with you he would carefully pre
assured you of 

serve & ma int a i n . I n a spirit of franknefs then , he e±e what 
I' 

shurely y ou c an n ot but discover, that it is vain idle f o ou 
in peace 

to e xp ect to d ell iR-~eae e where you are . Difficulties & severe 

trials must & will be yours . . urrounde d by the whites on all 

sides - mad subjec t to the ir laws , & to customs so varrant from 

y our own, i t i s n o t to be expe cted that you can dwell unde r them 

'Nith any t h ing of se curity or quiet to yourselves - Yr ovm re 

flection & r eason canno t f ail t o teach you t h e certainty o f these 

sugges ti ons. Now you shall c onclude to act is for your selves to 
no 

decide. · e shall d o mo re than to persuade , not c oerc e you, to 

what yr intent r equires -

A just reg ard t o your happ i nefs demands of you to pursue 

the course tha t h as b een s u g es t ed . hy then defer i t? '"lh not 

at once arrive a t a c onclusion wh i ch r eas on & experienc e prove , 

is the only sure one to whi ch y ou c an arrive. I t c annot be 

accounte rt for on any othe r princ i p l e , than t hat you are deceived 

& imposed upon b y designing men, who wou d p e rs uade y ou to error , 

1 3 



and to a course which cannot fail ultimately to involve your 

nation in ruin. I warn you, to be on your guard against t h ese 

intruding & obtrusive advisers , who d isregarding your true in
would advise 

terest aPe-aaviaiRg - you to a course, o f which in the end , you ,. 
may 
wi:l:l hav e c ause f or deep lasting repentence . I urge you to 

such 
beware o f tRess evi l councellors , i f they have any other obj ec t 

welfare 
b efore them, than your geea; 

adverse to y ou, 
On the other hand , what matters \ 

can have influ ence ~nth the Pr esident . In past t i mes , you have 

known him to be your friend, & he will not now be different from 

what he has been. ~hile as Chief Magistrate of the Country he 

will on all occasions consult the happinefs & p r osperity of the 

whites, I take occa s on to assure you that he will never d o so 
will 

at the expense of h i s red child ren - no such c ourse b e demanded 
A 

of this country 
o f h i m by t he people~ 

Frends & Brothers . Yo g r eat Father i s here , not distant 

from you , where it was understood you would gladly meet him, to 

treat for ~ final removal to a home , which promifses to you 
you c an pofsefs where you are 

gre ater happinefs than tRat - Riefi-ye -Ra¥9. A country Riea 
I' 

will b e yours , not on the principle of more occupancy, but one 
g ive 

which your gr Father will~you to hold f orever, as his white 
pofs efs 

childrenAi:Ae±El their lands - a count1•y 'i here being to yourselves 

in it & a t a distance from the whites ee~±e there will be none 

to disturb o r make y ou · a fraid - where he can & wil l p r otec t y ou 

f r om all interupters. Suc h an opportunity in furthe ing your 
no more 

interes t may~Ret-agaiR-agaiR occur. Your Great Father & his 

secretar y of ar are here , t o hold council with you, to extend 

to you t erms liberal as can be admitted . Hereaft er this may 

14 



not be the eas e l He may be constrained to send his com
now presented 

mifsions to see you , & then the advantages yeH-Rew~~efsefs 
at present 

may be impaired . We It is in his power ~to pay all the ex-

penses of your removal, & to take care of you at your new homes 

for t welve months until your Crops can be made . He may not have 
inasmuch as 

it in his power hereafter to do this , feP A Congress may change 

that poli cy which they have adopted , & thereby place it out of 
reach in 

his ~ewe~ to do , what at present it isPhis power to effect . 

The whole scheme of emi gration , if it b e now deferred , may 
require hereaft r, 
to be c arried into effect thro your own means and at your own ,. 

you 
expense - Then~may call f or help , when t he power to extend it , 

may not be pofsefsed -

Under these considerations your g r eat,Yather has instructed 

me to send his frend , & your fr end , M~ Jn9 Donnelly , to converse 

freel y wi th y ou, & to t e ll you , in detail mor e than I have time 

to write . Listen to his counsel , for h e comes from y our great 

Father & will not deceive you . He comes to tell you the truth 

- to point you to your true condition , & to warn you, of wha t 
in a 

experience~short time will convince you , that to remain where 

you are, happy, & preserved as a nation, is what no sensible 

& reflecting man can look to , o r h op e for . ~ere now are the 

tribe s of former year s - the Tuscaroraws - Six na t ions, & 

others which onc e , were n umerous & powerful . 1asy to l earn 

the vices , but slow to acquire a kno ledge o f the virtues & 
d isl;lppeared 

morals of the whi te brothers, they have gradually fa!±ea, until 
are they 

now ~key-aPe s carc ely,.known as a people . THe same fate mus t be 

yours; & reflect ion & ob servation should convinc e you of the 



correc t n efs 
~P~~a~ of t he afse r t i on . To escepe , is in your power; but defer 

yr r emoval f or a time , & the g reat expectations which are now 

within r each may fail you , no more to return 

Th e s e thi ngs have repeat edly been brought to your consider-

at ion. A long time ago, y our great Father , who at this time 

p resides over the affairs of the Country told you truly what 

y our condition woul d be , - what , the certain r esult that awaited 

y ou. Then, as now, y ou heeded not his op inions , but listened 

to the advice of bad men , who had no regar d for you ; & where 
when 

obj ect was to deceive At present you may not , but by & by ,&~ 

probably it may be too l ate for you to be benefited , the 

truth of what he has afserted may be perce ived - To d i scufs 

t h e matter longe r is unnec efsary: it is a waste of time & words 

to r epeat , what so often has b een told . Decide then fully in 

r efer ence to the merits of y our c ase & l e t that dec i sion be 

final. Ei ther you must make up you r minds t o become citizens 

o f Mi fsifsippi, subject to her laws & her g ovemet , o r conclude 

to r emove , to the Country which has been afsigned y ou beyond 

the Territory of Arkansaw : Already you have had ample t i me to 

deliberate upon this subj e ct ; & if further consideration & 

d e l i b eration shall be nece£sary , your g r eat father cannot 
by the Govcmet 

undertake to promise , that any provision will be made~ for your 

r emov a l & supp ort, rus is no v the case . The peopl e of this 
& libe r al 

Country already c omplaini~i o . the ample p r ovis i on which has 
& J' 

b een made f o r the Indi n brothers , ~may induce Congrefs to 
your own necef sit ies 

f orbear further afsistance a n d hence when circumsta nc es shall ,... 

c omp e l y ou to r emove, i t may be a t your own expense, & upon 



your own resources - The governmet then may not suppl y the 

~eans of afsisting you to your homes. How important is it, 

then that you should serously reflect upon these things , & at 

once decide & act: it may presently be too late f oryou to do 

so. Yr frend & br other 

J . H Eat on 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws Hon . J .H.Eaton t o Chi efs & Col . Arbuckle 
Rel t o Exploration & Protection of Par ty) 



Jackson Mis 

Jul y 24~h 1830 

Sir 

I have j ust r etur ned from a short visit t o the nation , 

and it is wi th much sat i sfact i on I can i nform you the Choctaws 

have setl ed all t heir disputes , and a re now prepaired f o r buis -

nefs . I often stated to you whi le in the city that Lefl o re want s 

an d should rul e the nation he is the only man they have t hat can 

keep them uni ted and promote them to a state of civilization when 

y our commi fs i oners mee ts them and sees Lefler s men by the side 

of t he o ther dist r icts they l ill at once acknowledge the fact . 

I leave home tomorrow t o v i s it Leflore and t he Cho ctaws on the 

Ya z oo . and on my return I will wri t e you aga in a nd at what t i me 

will suit the nation be s t t o mee t in council . t h ough about the 
ne w 

first of Se p t emb er will be the most proper time , as B w c orn can 

be used b y t hat time- y our commi fsioners must come out liberal 

in the out set of the negoi a t ion . in a man ner that al l parti es 

will b e s atti sfyed . f or shou d they conclude a Treaty and apart 

o f the n ati on should t ake i t i n t he ir head to obj ec t t o it . y ou 

will know t wo thi rds of t he Senate wo l d no t approve it . and any 

tr ea t y that i s made . in the bounds of ~quity an agreed to by the 

unanimous body of the nat i on will b e Rpprov ed of by the Senate and 

the app ropriat i ons made by the hous e v i tho t difficulty . 

His Ex~Y A. Jackson 
Pre sident of the 

United St a tes 

I ave the honor to be 

Your ob~ Serv t 

D. J. Haley I 

(OIA: 1830 Chocte.\vs (Emi grati on ) D .w .Hal ey Harm ony i n the Nation .) 



Choct a Agency Aug~ 7th 1830 

Col r:; R M Johnson 

Dear Rir 

Your f a vo r o f the 24th Ult 0 rec~ this d ay . You did 

not say wh e t he r Rob~ and y ourself had settled the matter in which 

it seems, I shal l have t o be a party at all events , nor have I 

heare d one wo r d from Robert, I have be en from home 8 o r 10 

days sin ce, I returned fr om t he Old Tr ading h ouse , paying of 
"'-

t wo Dist r icts Annuit i es Mushul a tubbee ' s & Netteachagee ' s , a t that 

pl a ce . I me t Robt . Jones a nd had the subject o f sending of more 

Boys to Ky . school , but fa i led i n doing any certain as I f ound 

it wa s likely t o be opposed by F olsom, Leflour & Geo . Hark i n s . 

In my a bsince Rob~ Jone s wa s here and wrote me that t he number 

coul d b e made up by the t wo . I nq ch iefs if -opp os ed by the hal f 

Breeds &c . I hav e thou ht i t best t o defer the matter as they 

we r e in grea t c onfu sion and b i tter anemosity; with all parties 

abo ut who shou l d be chief Fo l som or · Mushulatubbee ; At the an-

nuity Lefl our mar ched about Ei ght Hundred men armed and equiped 

in Military St yle , _gai n s the t wo I n~ chiefs and the ir f r iend s , 

Afte r be i n g with F . and h is part y i n camp soMe time F olsom 

addrefsed a not e to Mu shulatubbee ord e ring him t o come out 

immedi a tely an d acknowledge Leflou r ch "ef of the nation o r h i m 

Folsom chief of h i s dis t r i c t o r i f h e d i d n o t Col L eflour would 

advance upon h i m in 2 Hour s . 

ushulatu bbee r etur n ed in wr iting fo answer that he n ever 

would acknowledge e ither l e t the consequenc e s b e ~hat it mi ht 

Tha t evening t he Hostil@ p art y c ame dow to the House 



whare we were a nd marched up in platoons to the old Ming o who 

was in the middle of the yard with in s i x pac e s and h a l t ed un-

ti l l all was f o rmed , when the coward ly c omma nder wa s t o d t hey 

were wi thout arms but n ame the day an d plac e and t h e y shoul d 

have a f i ght to h is satisfact ion h is r eply wa s that h e d id not 

want to fight only to r es to r e pe ace and t ha t h e had nothi ng 

.agains him t h e c h i e f Net tuckege e &c . &c . So he went away wi th 

h i B par.ty an d r epor t e d t hey made [u shulat ubbee run which was 

faulse to my own knowl edge , a greater Tyr ent and c oward I n ever 

have seen t h an t h is man Lefloure . He ha s now f ound that the In-

d ians will not have h i m a s King fo r li f e ov e r them a nd h e wants 

an excuse no t onl y f or h i s a t tempts upon their r i ghts but i s t h e 

first to opp ose any Tr eat y , Gen~ J ackson h a s sent on ~ Don-

n elly to t r y a nd get them t o meet t he Se c · of l"Jar a t rank lin 

Ten . a nd ~e a re doing our b e st, but Leflo ure will oppose ev e r y 

t h ing unl efs h e can get a ll h i s eve re s ious h e a rt is s e t on . I 

h a v e not time to g ive y ou a ful l d e t ai l of the oppo s i t ion t o t h e 

Treaty, The Mifsionari e s , hav e c ome out purty ful ly in opposi -

tion to a Treaty . 

Respectful ly y our f r i end 

'If l.Jard V 

(OIA : 1830 Choctaws (Emigr ati on ) Hon. R • • J ohnson Nm . 1ar d 
Reports of movements) 



Council Gr ound . C. 

Kugst 10 . 1830 

Fri end a nd Brother 

e have rece v ed ou t a lk by a j Donly , and after much 

t hinking and consultation we a re s o rry that we cannot c omply v ith 

y ou r r eques t. Although we kno w it is the talk of a friend , we 

cannot g o on the grounds t hat y ou wish u s . The war i ors a r e 

v iol ently oppo s ed t o an y o f the offi c ers going to meet you at 

F r a nkl in for the p u rpo s e of mak i ng a treaty -- The lives of the 

Chi efs an d h e ad me n of the nat ion would be i n great danger if they 

would c omply with yom~ r eques t a nd go f o r the p u rpose of s e lling 

t he count ry . Alth ough we should be very happy t o see you a nd con

verse with y ou face to f a ce , but st i l l we cannot g o , as tho nat i on 

i s opposed t o our g oing , Ther e h as b een a g r eat deal o f confus i on 

i n our nat ion sihc e we made our p rop o s i t ion t o the gene r a l govern 

ment t o s e l l our count r y; in c onse quence of the n ted tates i n 

te rpr e te r s , rep ort i ng f a lseh oods , and p oi s on i ng the mi nds of our 

people . They h av e been circulatin and r epo r t ing fal s ehoods , unt i l 

they c ame v ery near etting our people to s h e dd i n e a ch others 

blood-- 1.f e can not expe ct to live in pea ce and harmony , without 

those I n t erpreters a r e r emov ed , o r s omething is done wi th them- -

tRJe h ope y ou 'will do somethi ng with them , f o r we cannot me e t c om

mifsioners wi th t h e s ame satisfaction of mind , that we could other

wise, i f they were remov ed a nd others put in the i r pl a c es . 1 e 

cannot pour t ray t o you i n l ang uage suf fi c ient l y on this pape r t o 

tell you h ow meane a nd i mp r o per those Interp r e tters h a ve ac t ed i n 
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our nation -- by making I n quri e s of Ma j onl y , he wi l tell y ou 

of all the particulars t hat a ppertains t o the confusion i n our 

nation. 

1 George 'V. Hawkins 

2 Anthony Turnbull 

3 J ame s Choat 

4 Nicholas Cochnanen 

5 Robert Folsom 

6 Thomas Lefl o re 

7 Jerry Folsom 

8 L ewis Durant 

9 David Sext on 

10 ,.Villiam Haye s 

11 Punnissaw 

12 Pe stubbe e 

13 Narharbee 

14 eety 

15 Chart e r ma t ahaw 

16 Alfred ~ ade 

17 Joh n made 

18 Lumet e ah 

19 Pullaha 

20 Georg e Laman 

21 Nerch ubbe e 

22 Orwaschubbee 

23 Samuel Bying ton 

24 Isaac Folsom 

25 ppullarter 

26 fl u t tubbee 

27 Punnercha 

28 Tuschertubbee 

29 Ispemamas tubbee 

30 Posontol erbee 

31 Tohoker 

32 Tegbonerbee 

33 Hich erpotubbee 

34 Tunnupecheeffen 

35 Halbertubbee 

36 _otarbee 

37 U berterger 

38 Hus sawerkeyen 

3 9 Larfeter 

40 Bullertubbee 

41 e t ubbee 

4 2 Hasen /illestson 

43 John Q Adams 

44 Off ahomah 

45 Phi l l otubbee 

4 6 Chochubbee 

47 Tunnuphocher 

48 Teasoway 



49 Nershoberwah 

50 Tecnubbee 

51 J~mes 

52 oshahomah 

53 Mometubbee 

54 Netterchachy 

55 Isterbee 

56 Ontortohubbee 

57· 0 achubbee 

58 Shugherhomah 

59 Istunnerharcher 

60 Tomehager 

61 "Jarshahopeah 

62 Chochymingo 

63 Ochiyen 

64 Toccolarchubbee 

65 iche1ey 

66 Tuhomen 
I 

67 Israel Ripley 

68 Le ,vis Perry 

69 Chillater 

70 Thomas ~ ilson 

71 Barna 

72 Locisfacha 

73 Erwantubbee 

74 Ornerchubbee 

?5 Moses Frazier 

(O.I.A.: 1830 Choctaws 

76 Benjamin eflore 

77 Benetubbee 

78 Jack Hayes 

79 Ge a r e elson 

80 Levi ~ cafee 
' 

81 Ler watubbe e 

82 David Bell 

83 Tishsho 

84 Silas Bacon 

85 Easman Lomen 

86 J, ewis Frazier 

87 Holubbe e 

88 Sunny 

89 Me tubbee 

90 Onnertubbee 

91 Sherhognubbee 

92 Pesterbee 

93 Cheyen 

94 Onnocf i eld 

95 Tunnup 

96 Ist ertubbee 

97 Octocubbee 

98 Buschertubbee -

99 Oliertubbee 

100 Erthapen 

101 Shobol ehomer 

David Folsom J 
Approved Augst 10. 1830 

,Greenwood Leflore. Chief 
Chiefs Hesult of a council to 
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Bon J . H ~ Eaton ) 
) 

Sec r et a ry of ~ar) 

Choc t aw ation . 

Augus t 13 : 1830 

F r i end and Brother : I am r equested by my f ather ( who is the 

U St a t e s interpreter to t is Nation) to make known to ou t he fol -

l o 1ing communication . That so soon as he was informed of the de-

cision of a Council held b . Leflores party ( which was that they 

vould no t s end a Delegation to o and see their Great Father the 

pr esident) he ( my f ather) set out earLy this morn ing to attend a 

Council of the Republicans with the intention of using his utmost 

to get t hem to agree to s nd a Delegation to go and meet their 

g r eat f at her at Frankl i n . This Council will consist of the prin-

cipl e men of the orth Eas t and Southern Destricts , and from every 

intelligance which we have heard t he Republican C iefs tRey are de 

t ermined to send a Delegat i on to g o and see the pres i dent . Hapily 

th~ s mo ning father recieved a communication from the President 

j 1 st a s he was on t e point setin out for the Counc · l , and , a lso 

one f r om . ourself , with the advant a es of 1hich he 'li il doubtlefs 

succeed i n getin the Counci l to agree to send a Delegation to 

Tre at with thei gr~at f ather and settling at once a bu~inefs which 

will r ed ound t o the name of .the Choctaw . 
you 

At the Council held by Leflores party they wrote_.a s e have 

been informed agai n s t the Int e r pret e rs , and requesting you to re 

move them from off i ce . They have accused them of having been in the 

practice of t elling f a lsehoods and making out to the Indians false 

Interpretation &c . This can be p roven to be a base a ccus i tion , 



and Father wishes t h at you would do him the honour of preserving 

Leflores letter that h e may see wha t they have written against him 
fair 

and that he may hav e a~chance of saving his character and the honor 

of his family from the disgrace which Leflo e would in his vilnefs 

b ring upon them. I have 

The honour Dear Si r 

of Subscribing myself 

Your friend & B other . 

P . P . Pitchlynn 

p s . 

The r ea son of my not g o ing to the Council is I am making 

preperations to hurry of the Delegation should the Co neil agree 

to send one, I have the meins wi thin my power to fun sh them with 

horses and any amount of money to defray their exp nces , and should 

t h e Council det e mine to send a Delegation they shall not be delayed 

~or the want of convayan ce &C &C . 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws P . P.Pitchlynn to Ron . J. H. Eat on . Defend
ing character of interpreters, e tc.) 



Honb~~ John H Eaton 

Dr Sir 

I r e c9 your favour an agreeabl. to y our request - c ommu-

nic a t e d the wishe s of the President to the Choctaws . I endeavoured 

to caus e a general meet i ng , but the Southern Di strict d i d not at 

tend at a ll . - They are to have a meet i n g on the 16th to t ake the 

s ubject into consid e ra t ion . The whole nation is in a state of con-

fusion - and it i s difficu t to obtain anyth n g at present like 

the voi ce of the nat i on -

Major John Pitchlynn has promi s ed to forward the resolutions 

of t he app roaching mee ting e arly a s pofsible -- F r oM the conversa

t ion I h a v e had with s ome of the Principl e men (say Greenwood Le-

lore, Da v id olsome & Major Pi tchlynn , i t would b e the unanimo s 

wish o f the Choctaws to h a v e commifsioners appointed a nd enn on 

t o them i mmediattely to trea t wit h them on the r own Land - by this 

means ent ire & general satisfaction would be iven & no do bt the 

object o f g ov ernment would be effected -- You vill perce v e y the 

e nclose d Letter the state of affa rs at present - th s i s owing 

to , no d oubt , many misre resentations == It would be most satis -

factory t hat Gen Coffee & y ourself be the Agent s, but in the 

event of your not being able to attend , to appo i nt Mr Geo . s . 

Gaine s a n d to at ten i to the Duties i mmediate ly by comeing forvra r d : 

t heru a p ears no ob j ect i on t o a treaty but the Ind i ans a r e affraid 

to leave the nat ion- I expe ct to s ee you i n few days & wil l then 

communicate to y ou on the sub j ect mor e explicitly- -

The r e mi ght b e a very s a tisfac tory change mad e y the r e 

moval of Mr Macke y One of the p r esent i n terpret ers the I nd i ans 



h a ve not c onfid ence in him - a n d more than that he refuses the 

duties imp osed on h im - You wi l l be surprised ~o hear ·tnat he 

refused to come forward i n the present Case to interpret- The 

ap pointment of Col David Folsome would have a happy effect, in 

conjunction with the old & fa i thful Inter·preter, Ma jor Pitchlynn-

I a m sati s f actorily informed that this change would tend greatly 

to harmoni ze all parties - - I t is not my wish to implicate any 

one particularl y in thwarting the views of the g overnment by 

h olding out f alse & unfavourable i mprefsions to the Indians . 

this mak es it the more efsential fo r the U States to send on her 

commifsioners that they may see & hear & d iscover the intrigue 

t h at I f ear i s working 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt Sert 

Columbus Augs t 14th 1830 

Cho c t aws 
(OIA: 1830/ John Donl y t o Comr . Eaton 
removal est) 

John Donly I 

re l t o tre a ting for 

,.., 7- , 
,1 · '"' . 



Ch octaw Agency Aug t 19th 183 0 

Sir 

Agreabl e to t h e r eque st of ~a j ~ Don l ey I d i d a t tempt to 

c oll e ct a g e ne ral Counc il n ea r the c enter of the nat i on at a p lace 

a p p oint ed to pay Lefl ou r s Di strict Ann ui t y . I had sent one o f the 

I nterp r eters to not ify t he Southern Chiefs a nd Headmen . b u t t o my 

suppr ise I found they r efus e d to afsemble a t an y place i n Leflo urs 

District but appoint ed a council at a differ ent place whare b oth 

t h e Int e~s a tt ended, a j ~ Pi tchlynn who wil l b e the Bear er o f t h i s 

letter wil l g ive you ·a d e t ail ed account of the Counci l . At t h e 

r equest of some of the Colberts & Checkraws Pitchl ynn has agreed 

to g o on t o 'Fr anklin Ten . t o s ee y ou nd the Pr e si dent of the U. 

s t a t e s, who wi ll b e abl e t o g i ve ou much i nfermat ion r e l t i v e t o 

t he vi ews and part i e s o f the Ch oct aws whi ch y ou wil l f ind n o d oubt 

to c orre spond with m. f o rmer communi c ations . Also It is expe c ted 

t .a t Col Dan1 m r i gh t will b e in ashv l l e a bo J.t t he same time , 

no I RVe re qJe st ed fiim to call on :ou . Co l r h t h as lived on 

tfie Boundary lin e f o many y e ars , and his profefsi on calls nim to 

pafs t lirough t h e na t ion thr ee or f o1IT t i mes a year a nd h s b e en 

an eye witnefs to t h e whole course of t e views o f the Ch o taw , 

n early a s mu ch a s my s e l f , a n d a s I am unabl e to see y ou my s e l f 

on account o f Bad belt . I Aa v e r e qu e s t ed Co l . r i ght t o c a l l on 

you & Pres~ J a cks on a nd enjoin y ou of the Be st way to ge t t e s e 

unfo r tunate p e opl e to consent to r emove b eyond t h e ifsifs i pp i 

Riv er . 



I say unf ortu n a t e people and what in part makes them more 

so t he y h ave had bad advisers , who no doubt are tFy!Rg opposed 

to t he b est I n t e r e st of the Ind ians and a r i ghtious policy of 

t he g ov e rnment and their only true f r i ends . I p r esume that a~~ 

Donl ey ha s sent on the answer of Leflour and F ol som nd a f ew of 

the i r f ollowers, vhich answer y ou will read ily see g o e s to impli-

c a t e the old Interpreters as being the cause of the d i vis ion of 

t hi s nation . when in fact it orig i nated wi th the I ndians not being 

wil l i ng to come unde r Leflour as the only chief of the nation . 

I h a ve the Honor to be very 

Ron Joh n • Eaton 

Se c Y of ~J ar . 

( OIA: 1 830 Cho ctaws "'lm. !a rd 
consi de r r emoval to t h e Jest . ) 

Respectfully you:r· 

1? Obd ~ Serv ~ 

V. ard Agt . C N / 

Chiefs ( Res lt of a council to 
2 papers) 



~rankl in 26 . Au g . 1830 

Friends & Brothe rs 

of the Choctaw Nat i on 

The talk of the Chiefs , Cap tains , a nd warriors of the 1 orth 

Eastern, & Southern Di s t i c ts , of the Choctaw nat ion of I n d ians i n 

full council afsembled, has b een p r es ented to me by your t r usty 

f r iend Major Pytchlynn. I ha v e li st ened t o your co~plaint s , -

feel for your d i strefs , will immedi t e l y appo int t r u s t y and fa i th-

ful fri ends to y ou & me , to se e , t o confer with . ou . I .f p ofs i ble 

t e Secretary of '~ a r , wil l c ome , t o explain fully every th ng f o r 

me , as i f I myself wa s p resent . Your old an d t r i ed f r i end , Gen~ 

Jn'? Coffee, & his Exc ellency gen~ 'r.r!!l Carrol l , i n whom I h a ve every 

confidence, will b e pre s ent wi th you as Commi fs i oner s t o speak my 

sentiments, 8 ad vis e y ou to y ou t r u e i nterests . Confide in them . 

They a re cha rged to act just ly towa r ds y ou , & s ee , that no wrong 

is practised . They · wil l be ins t ruc t ed t o bee t i n the nat ion n d 

make a treaty with y ou in Council , t hat those of the Choct aws who 

have a desire to remove, may have the me a n s afforded t o them of 

doinr so. They may then s~ttle upon l an d s, g iven t o them b y Gr n t , 

which shall be theirs, & t he i r Child r ens f o r ever 

Friends & Brothers 

I have dire c t ed my commifsioners to r ceive & a cknowledge 

as medal chiefs, those wh o have b een elect ed & a ck nowledged such , 

by the warrior s vithin th ei~ r esp ective Di s t r i c ts . I t is the r i ght 

of a majority to rule; and those who a re so a pointed, aPe in r e f er-
are 

ence to the ri hts of the people to be respect ed 
/< 



Friends & Brothers 

Hear well, & listen! The t i me appoint ed f o r my c ommifs ion 

ers to meet you is t he 1 5~h of Sept ember , at Dancing Rabb i t Creek , 

n ear to wher e the tra ce crofses it , l eading from the agenc , to 

the Coosh a Town s , :vhere fr om the talk sent }'{;r'v{ , our Fa ther expects 

you all, b oth medal , the other chiefs to mee t f{t~ . There he 

h ope s a treat y may be made, which shall make y ou happy , settle 

. ou fina l l y on land we s t of t he i fsifs i ppi , that shall belong to 
by 

y ou g r ant a l ways , & make y ou happy forever 

Br othe rs L i sten 

You mus t now mak e a voluntary choi c e : remove - seek a h ome 

b eyond the Mifsifs i ppi, o r else remain , where you a re , under the 

laws of t he St a t e , & as g ood peop le endeavour to conform t o them . 

No other alt ern a tive is pres ented ~ 

Andrew J ackson 

(OIA: 1 830 Choc t aws T e Pr s i dent , And r ew Jackson Talks to 
Ch iefs. Le t t r to Sec. of ~ ar . To Comrs . Eaton Coffee . All 
autograph.) 
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Franklin 27 . Au g . 1 830 

To Gen1 Jn9 Coffee ) 
) 

& Jn9 H Baton ) 

Be ing ab o ut t o l e a v e t he St a t e of Tennefsee f or 1 a s h i ngton 

City, · no t knowin what businefs may ar i se with the Choctaw & 

Ch ick as aw I n d i ans in my a b senc e , I do hereby appoint 8. author·i ze 

y ou to a rran ge not only wha t has b een conf i ded t o you ; ~t bu t a n y 

other businef s wnich sai d t r ibes may des i re to t rans ac t , y ou are 

author i zed to arr ange & se t tl e fully , make r eport of the same 

Gi~en unde r my hand a t Franklin 

Andr ew J acks on 

( OI A: 1830 Choc t aws The Pres i de n t , Andr ew J ackson Talks t o 
Chiefs. Le t te r t o Sec . of ~ a r. t o Comrs Eaton Coffe e . All 
autograph. ) 



P . S . Ins t r uct r Donelly to appoint a day t h at the ch e fs w 11 

be at Frankl in - o r i f they ~il l not come , bu t g ive a f s u r anc e s 

t h at t hey wi ll t reat, to ap oint a d ay place i n the nati on I 

want t he chie fs t o c ome here - Lafl o r can i nfluence the Che rokee s , 

& as s oon as we mak e arrange ments with the Choct ws by send in La -

flour to the Cherok ees , he c a n ring a delegat i on t o mee t · u s on 

our wa y t o as i ngton i n Eas t Tenn efsee . 

I h ve j u st r e cq a l e tte r from Major Bo r sy , al l is welJ i n 

t e Depart ment of Na r - Having j u st r e c9 a l e t te r fr om Gen l Coffee 

who says he wi l l b e a t F r ank lin on the e vening of the 28~h I ~il l 

b e t her e wi th J ud ge Ov e rton t o see h i m - p re s ent me r e spe c tful l y 

to y our lady , mother & Doctor Bro ther & Lady , & excu s e the haste 

i vhich t h is i s written 

A. J . 

(OIA: 1830 Choc t aws The Pr es i de n t , A~drew J acks on . T lks 
to c h ie fs. Le t ter t o Se c . o f ar . To comrs . Eaton & of f ee . 
All autbgraph .) 
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Dancing Rabbit Creek 

/ednesday 15 Sept 1830 

John H. Eaton and John Coffee, commifs~oners to treat with t he 

Choctaw nation of Indians, this day arrived at. Dancing Rabbit 

Creek. At the agency today , they instructed the Agent to addrefs 

a note to the mifsionaries, suggesting it to be improper, and 

requesting that they would not · attend at the treaty ground , which 

was done by the agent accordingly. 

Thursday Sept 16~h The Commifsioners ifsued the following general 

regulation for the distribution of rations 

"The contractors will have deposited with them, the num

ber of each Captain's Company , the district in which he lives -

t he women and children must also b e stated and from day to day , 

be corrected , as additional persons may come in. The ration 

will be as follows; one and a half pounds of beef, until further 

orders be given; one pint of corn , and one quart of salt to the 

100 rations The quantities ifsued to any one Captain may be de -

livered together , in one or two pieces, by them to be arranged 

and divided-. The agent will cause the rations to be faithfully 

delivered, and to report any just cause of complaint that may 

arise --

J. H. Eaton 

Jn9 Coffee 

Friday Sept 17~h A correspondence, as follows took place between 

the Commifsioners and the mifsionaries attending at the treaty 

ground --



Treaty Ground Choc t aw Nation 

17 Sept 1830 

To the Hon 

Jn9 H Eaton, Sec: of War & 

Genl Jno Cof fee , Comr of the u s 

Gent l emen 

The under s i gned , mifsionaries under the patronage of the 

A. B. C. F. M. respectfully reque~t the privilege of being pnesent 

at the enc ampment , during the pending negotiat·ions for a treaty 

with t he Choctaw Nation -

Many of the people , for whose good we, in connexion with 

the government of the U. States , have for a number of years been 

l~boring , have afsembled at this place, and have requested that 

we shoul d be with them; that they may enjoy the advantages of 

r elig ous ins truction on the Sabbath , and at such other intervals 

a s cir cums t ances may present . 

I t has also occurred to us, that questions may arise, af

f ecting the i nterests of the mifs i on under om board , and which 

would r ender it proper , and necefsary , that one or more of their 

mifsionari e s should be present. 

e should not have thought of troubl ing you with this note , 

h ad it not b een sugges t ed to us , from a quarter entitled to our 

respectful at tention that it would not be desirable for us to be 

present; but a s we can perc ei ve no reasonable ob jection, the 

abov e r eques t i s respectfully submi t t ed by 

Your obed i ent servants , Cyrus Kingsbury 

Cyrus Byington 

Loving S . illiams 

Calvin Cushman 
} 



P.S. We are awa re that public rumor may have produc ed the i m

prefsion, that we , if" on t he ground , would i nterfere with the 

particular obj ec t of the pres ent meet i ng . We do he r eby af" sure 

you gentl emen, that we shall stud i ously avoid any such i nte r fe r 

ence. Should any questions a r ise, affecti ng either ourselves , 

or the i nt e r ests of our mifsion, i t is hoped we may have the 

pr ivilege of having the subject cons ider ed by the Sec : of War 

and t he commifs ioner of the U St a t e s , i f i t should be thought 

of suff i c i ent importance 

Treaty ground 

18 Septr 1830 

Gentl emen 

Lat e l ast eveni ng , we r eceived your letter of yeste rday 

reques t ing "the privi lege of being present at the encampment , 

dur ing the pending negota t i on for a treaty with the Choctaw Na-

tion" - -

We cannot but consider t he application a strange one , in

asmuch as, two days ago , a letter wa s addrefsed t o Mr Byi ngton , 

politely requesting, that none of t he mifsion ries should attend 

a t t he treaty ground . This informat ion he was request ed t o com

municate t o others, and no doubt did . It was 24 miles from this 

pl ace and near to his res i dence , that this communicat i on was ad
all 

d refs ed . With~ this knowledge , your l etter is now presented , a sk -

ing l eave to do, what you had before r equest ed not to do - -

Again as soon a s Mr Tal l y , another mifsionary wa s knovm to 

be here, f or reasons of supposed correct policy , he was requeste~ 

to retire . Hi s answer was t hat he could not. These circum

stances combined , show a determination on the par t of t he 
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mifsionaries to be present, and to mingle in the councils here, 

at all hazards, regardl efs of our requests or instructions. 

Treaties with Indians are carried on at great expense to 

the Government. The Indians and none others are invited , who may 

come or not, as they please . No man without the consent of the 

representatives of the government, has a right to be present at 

the treaty ground. For the time· being, the place and all it's 

privileges, are theirs, .and the privilege of none else without 

consent. Such has been the uniform & acknowledged practice , at 

all treaties held with Indians. 

Much as we commend the laudable, and praiseworthy voca-

tion -in which you are engaged, the improveing and civilizing 

the Indians - and teaching them the necefsity of true and evan-

gelic repentance and forgivenefs, we cannot reason ourselves to 

the belief, that the present is a proper time , place or occasion 

for such undertakings . The whole population of the Choctaw Na-

tion does not half equal any one of our settled counti es . Two 
have 

years 8ave you been with them, and afforded repeated opportuni,. 
ties to preach to, an instruct them . The few days afsigne for 

our object, which we believe to be of higher importance than any 

act of a temporal kind, that ever had occupien their attention , 

surely cannot impede the benevolent march of mind and morals 

that lies before you . Your religious exercises may interfere, 

will interfere. At ~ny rate time will be consumed, and large 

increased expenses will be the consequence. The civilized man 
savage 

cannot serve two masters; - the untutored still lefs can do so. ,.. 

He should have his mind altogether free and easy at such a moment 



as the present , and ful l y to b e applied to the wpole subject 

matter that is bef ore hi m. We approach the subject with distrust, 

resolved only upon one thing, t hat we will act candidly , fairly 

a nd liberaly toward the Indians , and save them ~rom the ruin 

which is an t i c i pat ed to i nvade them 

We beg l eave to say, your request reasonable as it may 

appear to you , cannot be acceded to . The reasons which are 

offered by you are insufficient ~ It is a great public matter 

and an expensive one in which we are engaged, Every practised 

diversi on tends to delay us in the completion of our businefs. 

I f y ou have anything of mifsionary businefs , which is 

consider ed material to be attended to , a wri tten communication 

f r om you, shall receive our attention if found to be consistent 

wi t h a di scharge of' the public trust that is confided to us . 

Your pres ence , far as we are concerned will not make your appli-

cation e i t he r better or worse . We shall adopt nothing into the 

tre aty i f made , that we may not consider right and prope • e 

must ther ef ore decline consenting to the request you have made, 

and ask l eave to exprefs a wi sh that you will retire from the 

treaty ground and from the nei hborhood of it . e repeat the 

same wish t o Dr Tally , and ask t h e ·£ avo~ of you to make it 

known t o hi • e solic it an i mmedi ate an swer, whether , or not, 

you will comply wi th the request . we have the honor to be 

Very respectfully 

(Signed) J . H. Eaton 

J . Coffee 



Camp ground 

18 Sept 1830 

To the Hon 

JnO H Ea t on SecY of a r & 

Gen1 Jn° Coff ee , Comr of the u . s~ 

Gentlemen 

We have just re ceived your communication of this morning , 

and r egre t that our request of yesterday should have been con

sidered "a strang~ one" . . We also regret that the imprefsion 

s hould have be en made , that there was "a determination on the 

part of t he mifsionaries to be present" we afsure you there 

wa s no such determination on our part . 

As we are constrained t o believe , that our motives in 

coming to this place are not understood, we beg leave again , 

r espectfully to s t ate , that as it respects any influence, which 

we could , if disposed , exert , as to the result of the present 

negot iations , we should have had no motive to have left our 

home s on this oc casion . We did think, the request of the mem

bers of our church that they mi ght i njoy the privilege of re -

ligious ins t r ucti on on the Sabbath , a reasonable one , and that 

t he Commifsioners , when they came to under stand it would not 

deny t hem thi s pr i vil ege . e did not suppos e , that this , 

coul d in the least, reta r d the businef s of the pr~sent meeting , 

or create the l east pofsible expens e . 

Another rea s on for our be i ng p r esent on this occasion , 

and we believed would be deemed a valid one , . was , that we, as 



the agents of the Choctaws, and of the American Board of Com

mifsioners for foreign mifsions, have di sbux•sed a large amount 

of money in the school and mif s ionary operations in this nation , 

and have now unde r our char ge, large and expensive establish

ments in d ifferent parts of i t . We supposed it would not be 

considered improper, for one or more persons representing these 

interests to be pres ent on this occasion . At the treaty of 

Doaks Stand i n 1820 the Superi ntendent of t his mifsion , was 

present, and rec e i ved the most respectful treatment f r om the 

Commdfsioners, and especi ally from the present chi ef magis t rate 

of the U States. 

It has been r eported , again and again , to t he Choctaws , 

that no great men in t he U States are religious and that they 

are not i n favor of the Choct aws becoming rel i g ous . I f , whil e 

men of ever y other grade and colour are per mi t ted to b e present , 

t he mifsionari e s al one are prohi bi ted , we think i t would tend 

greatly t o confi rm the above report . e cannot beli eve that 

the Hon Sec : of Var and the Commi fsioner of the U S . now 

pr esent , would willingly do any t hing to confirm such an 

imprefsion 

I t i s doubtlefs known t o the Ron the Sec : of War , and 

t he Comr of the U St ates, tha t there are various reports in 

circulat ion, among a por tion of the na t i on , as wel as among 

white people, pre judicial to t he mifsionary char acter , repre

senting us as speculators &c. We di d hop e , t hat the present would 

furnish us with a convenient and s ui tabl e oppo~tunity of present 

ing correct and full informati on on thi s sub jec t ; and would 



result in such explanations and arrangement s, as the case mi ht 

require. And we repeat the afsurance, that t he above are the 

motives, and the only motives, wh ich brought us to this place 

With thi s exp lanat i on of our views , we comply with the 

injunction con t a ined in your communication , and prepare to 

leave the ground i mmed i ately , · unlefs we receive intimations 

to the contrary. 

We have t e honor t o be with respect 

Your obedient servants 

C Kingsbury 

Cyrus Byi ngton 

Loving S . Nill i a.ms 

Calvin Cushman 

P.S. nr Tal l y has received the i nformation you requested to be 

given ~e h im. 

18 Sept 1830 

Gentl emen 

We have received your joint l et ter : businefs with the 

council prevented a reply unt i l now. ~ e cannot request your 

stay. e pr efe r that you shoul d go away; and· i n saying this , 

we int end nothing .of dis repect to you, and most certainly 

nothing to the cause of religi on . Our reasons we have already 

offered - it i s that· your l abor s he r e under a.l l the circum

stances which a.re pr esent ed , cannot be profitably employed . 

Of this you must yourselves be sat i sfi ed. A more unpropi t i ous 

moment, and a place lefs promotive of religi ous r esult s could 

scarcely be dreamed of. Your absence may aid civ i l purposes 

greatly - Your presence c&nnot, we a re pe r suaded , advance the 
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cause of r el i g ion in the leas t. We must therefore insist upon 

1 t ,· that you, and every other person engaged here , in mifsionary 

purposes, l eave the treaty ground . And in saying this, we again 

beg t o state , that nothing disrespectful or unkind, to any of 

you, is intended . We request this to be received as our final 

answer on the subject . 

!Signed) J H Eaton 

J . Coffee 

Saturd ay l ath Septr . On this day , at 11 O' clock the commifsion

ers met the Chiefs, Captains and arrfors , in Council, at the 

council house , and thereupon · del i vered , and caused to be inter-

preted, by J ohn Pytchl yn , U. s. Interpreter , the following 

t alk. 

Tr eaty ground, Dancing Rabbit Cre ek 

Sept. lS~fl 1830 

To the Mi ngoes, Chiegs, Captains 

and Warr i ors of the Choctaw Nation 

Fri end s & Brothers 

h i le i t afford us great pleasure to meet you, it is with 

deep regret we learn, that differences and disyurbances prevail 

amongst you . These should not be . The tendency of them, if not 

corrected , mus t be , to marr your happinefs , and eventually , to 

dest r oy you. All j ealous i es and s trife amongst you , ought to 

-cease, and your r ul e of gover nment established, that those quiet-

ly shall r ule the count ry, who ar e the choice of ~ke a majority 

of the people . That is our rule , and that we recommend to you . 

No one has a r i ght to govern hi s f ellow men by force . If any 



one attempt t hus to act he proves himself an enemy to liberty 

and to principl e . 

Brot hers; we offer this as matter of advice , mer,ely; 

for we come not to i nter fere in your home affairs but rather to 

persuade you t o be at peace , one with another , and to live as 
• 

brot he r s should , that your nation may be tranquil , and your peo-

pl e happy . Act di fferently and you cannot fail soon to be ren-

dered miserable and to become degraded . Every man should be 

l eft free t o determine who shall be his rulers . ~ttempt not by 

viol ence and force to influence his opinions , and his choice, 

but l eave him to his judgment , and to his freedom of action . 

Reas on and persuasion are rightful resorts, to induce men to 

t hink and act , but compulsion never . Rulers whom a majority 

of t he people prefer and choose ought to govern to the extent 

t he l aws authorize, but no further . Be this principle regarded, 

and peace , and quiet and good order , cannot fail to be the con-

sequenc e to any people who are not absolutely depraved and 

vicious. 

Brothers :- You have mif sionaries amongst you - pious 

and qualified men , we hope and believe . Fail not to attend on, 

and r egard their admoni tions , while they s eek to instruct the 

minds of your chi ldr en, and t o point you to the paths of moral 

duty and religion; but the moment they attempt an interference 

with your general , government relations , re j ect their counsels . 

These a re subjects with whi ch they have no right to meddle, and 

indeed should not ir.~ erfere. They are matters which belong to 

the government, the Chiefs and the pe ople , not to the mifsion-
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aries, who are placed amongst you for higher and nobler pur-

poses- for Christian, not politica l ends . It is the pecul i ar 

duty of the Chiefs, fo r they are respons ible to their people , 

carefully to watch over the affairs of the nation, not those 

who have no respons i bility, no interest whatever . Through er

r or of thei r advice , they may lead you on to a state of poli - , 

tical wret chedne.fs ,· of which, though they might hereafter re -

pent, i t will never be in their power to repair . 

Br others: e have come a considerable distance t o meet 

you, under the direction of your Great Father . He had invited 

you to mee t, and shake hands with him in Tenne.fsee, that as a 

f r iend and f ather he might speak with you . He was informed at 

Washington Ci t y that you desired it . Arrivin at home he sent 

Maj or Donly to you , with news o his wishes, of h i s desire to 

conver se with you on matters o deep and l asting interest to 

your nat ion ; you refused to come , and returned for answer that 

you could not . Well might your Great Father then have said 

"I will no ::nore try to preserve you, but leave you to live as you 

can, under the laws of the States . " When thus he was about to 

d etermine, t o leave you, and no more persuade you to a course of 

happinefs, a mef senger reached him , bearing from two of the 

thre e di stricts of your nation , a memorial, entreating that 

commifsioners might be sent . Anxi ous still for those who had 

fought by hi s s i de i n beha lf of his count r y, he determined to 

yield to tha t r equest, and t o send those who would speak h s 

wishes, free l y and candi dl y , and ther eby prove the desire he 

entertained to pr eserve you, notwi thstanding his previous 

friendly offers had been rejec t ed . 



Brothers: By the direction of your Great Father, we have 

come amongst you . 
\ 

It is not your land but your happinefs that 

we seek to obtain. Much delay and much talk, about a matter 

which all of you well understand, is needleft . e have not 

time to be tedious; one of us, the Secretary of Var , must very 

shortly return to ashington City . Here he cannot long remain , 

nor is it proper, or necefsary that he should . You all know 

the important matters that are to be considered and set tled, 

and can readily decide upon the course you intend to take . 

Speedily answer then , and say what you will do. Are you will

ing to remain here , and live as white men? Are you willing to 

be sued in courts, there to be tried and punished for any of

f ence you may commit? to be subjected t o taxes - to work upon 

r oads, and attend in musters? for all these you mus t do . If 

under this state of things, it is believed you can be ·contented 

and happy, then dwell upon the lands where you live . But if you 

are satisfied that under such a condition of things you cannot 
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be hap y , consent to remove beyond the ifsifsippi, where ou will 

be away from the white people, and fro~ the r laws, and be able 

to live under your own. You are cal ed upo to say, whether 

or not yo will remain for if this be your determ nation , then 

let us be done with the subject , an disperse to our homes . On 
..... 

tr e other hand if you shall choose to remove , so declare that, 

at once we may proceed to some definite und erstanding and arrange 

a treaty. This we are willing to do, and upon term that shall 

be llberal. we seek no advantages; we will take none . Your 

Great Father would not approve such a course . He has sent us, 



not as traders, but as fri ends and brothers, and to act ·as such , 

We will thus act , be afsured . We come not to pr actice i roposi -

t ion upon our Choctaw f r i ends, bu t to extend t o them justice . 

This we will do . 

Brothe rs: Hesi tate not,- determine what you mean t o do. 

On this important occasion , r ecor d the votes of your head men, 

and let us know who amongst you are will i ng to r emove , and who 

a re opposed. The sense of the nation will thus be correctly 

ascertained , and the que s t i on which has so much agitated you , 

be final ly put t o r est . Say i t is your determination to remain , 

and the sub j ect i s done with . e shall then trouble you with 

our t a l ks no more . But decide to remove , and liberal provisions 

vill be mad e , to carry you to a country where you can be happy , 

and where already a port ion of your fathers and brothers have 

gone in peace t o res i de . It is a desirable region , doubt in ex

tent to the one you occupy , and large and fertile enough for 

twice or t hr oe times the number of people you have . There your 

Grea t Fa t her can be your f r i end ; there he can keep the white 

man ' s laws from i nterrupt i ng and disturbing you , and there , too , 

h e will guard you against a l l enemi e s whether they be wh te or 

red . The r e , no state or t err tory will be erect ed , and he ill 

hav e it i n h i s power t o prot ect you fully , i n your usages , laws, 

and cus toms . Here he cannot do these things·, because neither 

h e nor Congres s pofsef s aut ority t o prevent the St ates from 

extending t heir juri sdi ction over you , and throughout their 

limits. 

Brothers: - In the country to which you go West , the u 

States will protect you from enemi es . Thei r ob j ect will be to 

~ -: 
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preserve you, at peace with yourselves , & with all mankind ·-

to perpetuate you as a nation and to render you a happy and a 

pro~perous .people . Here you cannot be so: it is idle to indulge 

such dreams of your fancy;- dr eams which are entirely deceptive , 

and from which nothing of pleasing reality can ever, ever come . 

Every days observation, shows that wretchednefs and distrefs 

will be yours to remain where you are . The kind & friendly 

feelin~of your Great Father will be insuffici ent to preserve 

you from these in~vitable results. 

Brothers:- A portion of your nation sensible of these 

things, and anxious by removing to get rid of them, sent a 

treaty, during last winter , to their Great Father , but it is 

such a one as he could not agree to . He l aid it , however, before 

his great council , the Senate for consideration , and they too 

refused to rat ify it. It asked more than· could be granted , 

and introduced principles which could not be recognized. Your 

Great Father, while he is willing to be kind and generous , and 

even liberal, to his Choctaw children , cannot concede to them, 

te rms which would be considered exorbitant . The Senate would 

-not consent. 

Brothers: I n 1820 by a treaty made with you at Dokes 

Stand , by your present Great Father , an extensive and fine 

country was given t o you, for the use of your people . It was 

a gift t o you; fo r the country you ce.ded to the United States 

was . fUll y paid for. It was the understanding a~ the time that 

the Choctaws would remove; and on that account was it, that a 

large, saleable, and f ert ile country was provided for your na-
~ 

tion , end your people . Ten years have pafsed by, and you are 

still here . The country intended fo r you, yet remains , 



wild and uncultivated. 

Brothers; A rertile country beyond the ~ ifsifsippi, and 

another pofsefsed here, is more than you should expect If JOU 

will not remove, other Indian tribes may des i re to do so , and 

when they shall select to settle, a home must be furnished . 

Others wanting it, the country should not remain a desert . You 

must decide which you wi l l take , and which you will live upon . 

both countries JDU cannot pofsefs , it is unreasonable to expect 

it. If you prefer to live under our laws and customs, rema in 

and do so; and surrender the lands afsigned to you, West of the 

Mifsifsippi, or otherwise remove to them . Then your Great Father 

can protect you, and there , undisturbed and uninterrupted by 

the whites you can enjoy yourselves and be happy no~ and for 

y ears to come. Rest afsured , you cannot be so here . But if 

you think differently, then , continue where you are . After 

the present time, we shall no more offer to treat wi th you. 

You have seen cornmifsioners in our country for the last time . 

Hereafter you will be left to yourselves, and to the laws of 

the States withi n which you re side; and when weary of them, your 

nation must remove as it can, and at i ts own exp ense. Whatever 

you may determine upon, whether to remove, or to remain , our 

earnest and sincere wi shes are , that you may be happy and content

ed. For you,we have the best feelings; our compl exions are 

di.fferent, but our hearts and our nature are the same. The 

Great Spirit above is our common father. He has made us 

all & we are all his. Your .fr iends & Your brothers J HEaton 

Jn° Coffee 



Monday 2oth Sept:r The Commifsioners were notified of the 

readinefs of the Indians to meet them i n Council . At 11 o ' clock, 

they attended. 

A dispute aros e between the Chief Leflore, and some of the 

Captains, upon the subject of refe rin all matters first to a 

committee of twenty persons, to be ~elected from each distr ct . 

Leflore insisted , that having most men present, and within the 

bounds of his district , he should have the largest number on the 

commi ttee. A quarrel was likely to ensue, when the Secretary of 

War addrefsed them; urged the necefsity of their preserving peac e , 

& harmony, at so important a cri is , and painted the necefsity, 

if they would preserve the nation, of acti g cordi ally together, 

and throwing aside all their differences, and strifes , and, · as 

brothers, to consult and act together . The Council broke up . 

I n the a·ft .ernoon, the respective chiefs and warriors met, and 

agreed to be reconciled, and take the talk , and the businefs 

that had brought them together , i nto serious considerat on - 

Tuesday 21~t The Commifsioners were desired by the Chiefs to sub

mit the terms they intended to offer, that they , their Captains, 

a~d Varriors, might understand the matters t o be acted upon 

fully. Whereupon the Commifsioners consented that they would 

offer them terms, such as they hoped would be considered liber

al. That the next day , at 10 o'clock they would meet the 

Chiefs Captai ns , and ~arriors , and speak to them freely, as 

to the terms they would p r opose. --
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ednesday 22~ The Commifsioners met the council at 10 o ' clock . 

The Chiefs and their Capt ains present , except Nutakachee , who 

was reported to be sick from t he b i te o f a spider . Order and 

silence being had, t he Commifs i oners proposed fo r their conside r

ation and approva l, the outl i nes of the treaty they were willing 

to enter int o. It i s a s f ol lows . 

The f ollowi ng terms are offered , as the basis of a treaty 

with t he Cho c taw people -

Land r e s ervations to be afsefsed at the price at hich 

t he U St ates shal l sell their choice & best lands . (to wit) 

4 sect i on s t o each Chief is 

2 

2 

2 

do 

do 

do 

to 

t o 

to 

D Folsom. 

R Cole . 

J Pytchlynn . 

2 Sect i ons to J Juzan 

1 do t o Makay 

1 do each to 39 Captains . 13 to each district . 39 

50 

~ do to · 9o Captains & principal men 45 . (30 in each district) 

Sect i ons 

Sections acres 

Reservations or 

Do t o others who may probably not remove , say 150 persons 

at 640 acres is 96 ,000 a cre s 

Annuity 2,500 for 20 yea rs . 

Removal and support of Ind i ans for one year 

Educat ion of 40 Choctaw boys , by Sec. of ar, under the 

direction of t he Pr e sident 20 year s 

Cattle, pur chase of 



Council house fo r t he nati on a t t he agency 

3 Churches, one in each dist r i ct, t o be us ed 

for schools 

House fo r each Ch~ef a t 

Teachers and preachers f or the nation for 

20 years, 

1000 guns and ammunit i on 

1000 blankets and kettles 

1000 axes, ploughs & hoes 

1000 wheel s and cards & 400 l ooms 

3, 000 

3, 000 

3 , 000 . 

50 , 000 

3 black smiths , one to each district for 16 years 40 , 000 

1 mi llwright for 5 years 

Suit of clothes t o 100 Captains , and swords, as outfit 

Pay of Cap t ains for 4 years , at 50 do lara 

Pay of ea ch chief for 20 years 

Compens at i on to thos e who have no reservations , 

20 , 000 

20 , 000 

- for improvements 50 , 000 . 

~he Chief Ledstone , inquired, if the present treaty was to 

be considered as re t a i ning former treaties, and their provisions, 

or as repeat ing all former treaties; and the present one only 

to be rel i e f on . The answer was , that it was desirable fully 

to embrace every thing , that the present might be considered 

the only trea ty that was to be looked to . That excepting for

mer annuities, all previ ous treat i es were t o be considered as 

revoked and s et aside . The counci l t hen separated --

Thursday 23d Thi s morning , the Commifsi oners were informed 

that the Ind ian commi t t ee, appoint ed to consider the terms pro 

posed, were about to reject them, and r efuse t o t reat That it 



was represented to them, the r e was but one spri ng and only one , 

in the country west of t he Mifsifsippi, and that the laws of a 

state had been already extended over the Cherokee s who had re

moved there -

The Commifsioners r eturned for answe r , tha t t he repres ent 

ations were whol l y i ncorrect - that t her e was no St at e near to 

where the Cheromees l ived , or within many miles of them, or the 

countr y O\vned by t he Choctaws. That the information was by evil 

minded persons , i ntended to deceive and to prejudice t hei r minds-

an d r e quest ed that they would meet to r eceive their explana tions . 

Th e answe was, that a t 12 o ' clock they would a ga in meet in Cohn

ell, and de si red the presence of t he Commifs ioners --

12 o' clock . The Commifs i oners at t ended at the Counc il 

house, and received through the Chai rmanof 

Pyt chlynn, their det ermination and r eport . 

the Committ ee, Peter 

They sta ted their 

gr eat surpr ize a t being i nformed , t he i r Gr~at Father had under

stood they were in d i s tref s and difsat i sfi ed; and were surprized 

at being infor med t hey could not retain the lands which by the 

treaty of 1820 had been s ecured t o the~. That they had concl ud

ed not t o t reat f or a sal e of the i r l ands . The report being 

received; the Sec retary of War r ose, and made an addrefs to 

them verbally, before the counc il - told them of the i r s i tua

tion and condition, and of the impof sibiillity , on he part of 

their Great Fa ther, to pr event the op erat i on of the la s ef 

~ae-g~ate ov er them. That they had b een badly advi ~ed , and 

were putting re l iance in per s ons, who, while they profefs ed -to 

be their fri ends woul d b e sure to f or get them in the hour of 



difficulty and trial . The i r obj ec t , he well knew was to obtain 

the best bargain they coul d , and the Co~ifsioners were p repared 

to give them one i n all respec t s libera l , to the extent that 

they could hope the Senate of the United States would ratify . 

The gover nment intended this as the last treaty, ever to be held 

with t hem, an it certainly was the l ast time that Commifsioners 

would ever appear in their nation , to talk with them, on this 

subject . They had come as friends , and at their own request , 

to prot ect them from injury, not to caval with them about prices. 

As f or their lands the government cared nothing , for they had 

enough. Their object was merely the pofsefsion of the country 

without regard to any thing of value or profit to be obta i ned 

f r om the sal e of them . He called their attention to a printed 

let te r to the ar Department fr om two of the three of their 

d i s tri cts, and which two of their principal ch efs had signed 

in which they had said most feelingly, that they were distrefsed , 

and coul d not pofsibly live under the laws of the state, and 

b egge that Commifsioners might be sent to their nation, to con

clude a treaty For them now to state differently , showed the r 

ins incer ty , and deception , That hereafter, their complaints 

would not be regarded , because they could not be confided in . 

The Secretary of War requested them to understand , that their 

remo val was to be a matter for their own reflection and judg

ment . Unlef s they really believed , i n consentin to emigrate, 

their happinef s coul d be promoted , he begged them not to think 

of removing. That they mus t go freely , and of their O\vn accord, 

or not at a l l. They had to day decl a red that they were unwilling 



remove. He supposed they had arriv ed at the conclusion that they 

could remain where they were, and live under the l aws of ~ifsif-

sippi, and of course the commifsione rs had nothing more to say , 

or to advise. They would now t ake their leave and go home . It 

was matter of regret, he said that their judgment had . e r red so 

much, in the decision they had made . Throughout , the language 

of all of them had been, that they could not live under the 

white man's laws. I f such was not their del iberate opinion, 

why had they avowe it, and why did they solicit the Pre sident 

to send ~ommifsioners to treat wi th them , when they could not 

but know, it was attended ith great expense . He said , he well 

knew that many of them could live any where , where he could , 

their education & intelligence authorized h im to say and bel ieve 

so; but the common uninstructed Indian could not . Fo them t o 

live under laws which they could neither read, nor be able to under-

stand , was expecting too much. And what re they to do , under 

the decis ion just pronounced? ~ ill they resist the laws? The 

Sheriff must enforce them - wil l they oppose him with the i r guns 

and tomahawks? While the Choctaws could raise one warr ior to 

resist, there would be found 100 or 1000 to oppose that resist

ance and to enforce the law. These are things which seriously 

they should have considered , before their decision was pronounced . 

The Commifsioners, he saidJ had nothing further to remark , but 

to take l eave of them, and go home , and accordingly they r etire 

from the Council. 

Shortly aft erwards, they were waited upon by several per-

sons, of the committee , with a request that they would not leave 

the treaty ground. That they had considere of the remark ' 

which had been made to them, and had no doubt, if the commifsioners 
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would remain a few days longer, that a treaty could. To t his 

the Commifsioners afsented. 

Saturday 25~h 9 o'clock. The committee on the part o f the In

dians, handed in a plan, presenting the grounds on which they 

were willing to treat. It contained various objectionable 

features; and amongst others a propositio~ to create a perpetual 

stock of $500,000, at an interest of 5 pr cent, but redeemable 
I 

at the pleasure of the Cho~taw nation after 20 years . The Com

mifsioners returned for answer , that the terms offered had been 

fully considered, and that some of them were inadmifsible but 

that at 11 o'clock they would meet the chiefs & ~arriors in 

council and state to t hem, there, what they were willing and 

disposed to do, · 

11 o'clock. The council met, present the Commifsioners, 

the three Chiefs, Captains and Warriors of the nation, when the 

following terms were proposed and interprete~ . 

ChoctRw proposals for the basis of a treaty in lieu of 

those heretofore proposed. They are offered, from a full con

sideration of all the circumstances and from a desire that ample 

and entire justice and liberality, may be extended to your Choc

taw brothers. If approved a treaty to be made out in form. 

Removal to take place within two, or two and a half years 

from the ratification of the treaty, and the treaty to be bind

ing from the date of ratification upon the following terms. -

Lands re.served, and the value at the lowest government 

prices only. · 

4 sections to each of the three chiefs 2 to include 

improvements is .•• 12 sections 



/section!/ 

4 sections to Col D. Folsom, 2 to include improvements is 4 II 

2 to R Cole, & · 2 to J Garland, former chiefs 

2 Sections to the Speakers of east district . 

2 to J. Pytchlynn & 2 to J Juzan 

1 Section to 13 Captains, with others to be named and 

to be placed in a supplementary treaty 

4 " 
6 sections 

4 . -

30 . sections 

50 sections 

And that others, not provided for above and who will remove, 

may be provided for, there shall be reserved ~ of section to each 

head of family who during the present year may have had in actual 

cultivation, a farm of 30 acresf and a dwelling house thereon; 

said reservation to be bounded by quarter section lines, con

tiguous and adjoW.ning, and to contain the part of the improve

ment on which the dwelling may be situated; and which, with the 

consent ·of the President of the United States, .the owner may 

sell; the number not to exceed 500 persons . 

And to those who may have had in cultivation as aforesaid, 

a farm of 20 and lefs than 30 acres a reservation of 2 quarter 

sections, to be bounded by quarter section lines, and to be 

contiguous & adjoining; and to include the dwelling, and sub

ject to the condition of the preceding clafs of cases. The 

number not to exceed 400 persons. 

And to those who may have had in cultivation as aforesaid, 

a farm of 12 acres, and not more than 20 acres , a reservation 

as aforesaid, under the conditions and restri!ctions aforesaid 

~ of a section of land. The number not to exceed 450 persons. 



And t o t hose who may have cultivated , as aforesaid , a farm 

of 4 acres and lefs t han 1 2 ~cres , a reservation under the re

strictions and condi t i ons aforesai d , of one eighth of a section. 

The number no t t o exceed 350 persons . 

And any Captai n , the number of whom shall not exceed nine

ty, who shal l f a i l to obtain , under any of the provisions , lefs 

than a s e ct i on , he shall in that event , be entitled half a sec 

tion, addi tional to join his other reservation . In making sale 

of any part of it, he shall be subject to the conditions before 

stated . 

Children of Choctaw parents residing in the nation , a list 

and proof of which shall be filed with the agent, within six 

months after the ratification of this treaty, who have neither 

fathe r nor mother , shall be entitled to a quarter section of land 

to be 16cat ed under the direction of the President . 

Al so such persons wishing to become citizens , and who are 

head s of f ami lies , shall be enti tled , for himself or herself , 

t o a se ction of land; and having lived upon, and having culti

vated the same for six years after the ratification of this treaty , 

shall r eceive a grant in fee . The location shall be bounded by 

secti onal l ines , and include his or her dwelling. 

Li kewi se for each unmar i ed chi ld, residing with him or 

her, on noti ce and a request made with the agent , in six months 

from t he ratific~tion , of such i ntention , said child shall be 

entitled, if over ten years of age , to half a section; if lefs 

t han t en, t o a quarter sect i on, to adjoin the parents ' location--



Say that only 200 remain.- is 

That 200 children are over ten years 

200 do under ten years 

200 sections 

100 tl 

50. " 

Annuities under former treaties, amounting to $11,200 

which would expire in 1836, to be continued -

Present annuity offered, was $25,000. I t is, on account 

of the large reservations, reduced to $20,000 . for 20 years. 

Removal, expense of, and support one year 

Education of 40 Choctaw boys, 20 years 

Council house, Churches, a.nd hous es f or Chi efs 

Teachers and preachers for 20 years 

1000 guns & ammunition, blankets & kettl e s 

1000 axes, hoes, & ploughs. 

1000 heels, cards, & 400 looms. 

/torn/Blacksmith~, for 16 years. 
LpapeE_7 . . 

\Vheelwrights, for 5 years. 

Suit of clothes, and sword to Captains. also 4 years pay 

at $50. 

Pay of Chiefs for 20 years. 

Cattle, purchase of, at valuation of persons appointed by 

the Government, and to be delivered at two or more appointed 

places, to be paid for; or the same amount of cattle furnished 

acrofs the river, at the election of the President 

The foregoing having been read and explained, the three 

Chiefs, and other principal men, addrefsed the council, and urged 

the acceptance of the terms which were offered . The expl anat i ons 

being made the council broke up. 



Sunday 25th Some conference at the Commifsloners quarters 

took place this morning, between the Chiefs and some of the Cap-

tains, and he~d men, in which several ~lterations and additions 

were made, to the terms proposed. They insisted to increae e 

the number of guns, and blankets, agreeably to the promise 

which was made to them in the treaty of Dokes Stand made in 

1820. 

Monday 27~h A meeting at the council house took place , 

today,. The treaty was d rawn up, was submitted, interpreted, 

and explained; and at one o'clock it was signed . 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws Corfee & Eat on, Comrs . Journal of Treaty 
of Dancing Rabbit Creek. Copy.) 
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Sir 

Copy of a l e t ter to Col. 
Arbuckle at Cantonment 

Gibson. 

Franklin 5 . Octr . 1830 

I 

The Chickasaw & Choctaw I ndians here concluded teat i e s 

recently with the US , a del ega t i on of each will shortly proceed 

to an e aminat · on of the country west of the ifsifsi You are 

r eque sted to furnish such fac l ities as may be in your power . At 

Fort Smith or at your garrison it is beli eved Rifles are in 

Deposit designed fo the Indians. You will furnish ¢ii~/¢f 
each 

60 

the deputation with a Rifle taking his recpt fo the sane , & forward-
'' 

ing a copy of the whole to the War Dept . They will r equire arnuni -

tion also which wil l be stated in the r ecpt; also any supplies of 

pro visions which they may require you will furnish and take a recpt 

f rom the persons who may be in char ge of the deputation 

Very respect fully 

J . H. Ea ton 

Fr ankl i n 7 . Octo 1830 
Col. Reynolds & Gaines 
in charge of the Delegat ion 

For the use & bene f it of yourself & Col Geo S Gains who proba
bly may go with the Choctavs I send . ou th s Copy of a l etter wri t 
ten to Col Arbuckl e commanclli.n off icer at Cant . Gibson . Salt pro 
visions & salt whi ch may be needed on your a vance into the wilder 
ness can the re be obtained- Afterwa rd the Forest must supply yr 
wants until yr return. 1M¢f¢ Rent of some additional pack horses 
may be r eq ired . Economy & frugality on this trip I must enjoin 
upon you ery t hing of extravagance is to b e avoided ines 
cannot b e allowed at the public expense - -

Respectful l y 

J. H Eaton 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws Hon.J . U.1aton to Chiefs & Col . Arbu kle Rel.to 
Explor ation & Protection of Party . ) 



Demopolis Ala 

14~h October 1830 

Sir 

I r eceive d on the 12th Inst your favor dated Agency 29~11 

Sepr 30; and on the same day a let ter from Gen1 Coffee written at 

your request & dated Florence 2nd Inst . 

I lost no time after the receipt of the above mentioned 

letters to commence preparat ions for the journey .vhich I have 

been invit ed t o perform by d ispatching Exprefses to Col9 Lafl eur 

and Mingo Mushulatubbee with letters desiring the first to be in 

readinefs with four of his most intelligent Captains by the 30~h 

Inst: to set out for the new Chaktaw country wes t of Mifsifsippi; 

and desiring the l atter to select four o f his most intelligent 

Captains and have them in readinefs to join the exploring party 

at Col9 Lafleur ' s by the same time. 

Netuckeicha was fortunately with me when I received your 

letter. He will be ready with his four Captains in due time . 

It is reported here that Col9 Lafleur was hastening his 

t h not 
preparations to set out on the 1 5 . and would probably~ wait for 

tne other Chiefs to join him -- In that e v ent we have only to 

hasten our movements and ov ertake him . 

I think however that Gen1 Coffees letter written by your 

direction will have stayed him until he receives mine and that we 

shall all travel together. 

I am about to dispatch a man to the Chickasaw agency by 

advice of Gen~ Coffee for Col9 Reynolds plan of march . -- Ve 

fi.i :· 



shall a ppoint a p l a ce o f meeting on the Arkansas . -- Gen~ Coffee 

coincid es wi t h me in op inion that it is of n o i mpo rtance that we 

two exploring arti es travel together . 

I expect that my mess enger will return from the Chickasaw 

Agency by the 20~h Inst before which time I hope to receive y our 

inst r u ct i ons which Gen1 Coffee informs me will be forwarded me 

from Franklin T. 

I b eg to remind you of your promise to send to my care a 

copy of the Treaty for Netuckeechee . If in your hurry to reach 

ash i ng t on you have omitted to send the copy I would respectfully 

suggest that you cau se it to b e forwarded immediately to care of 

Al l en Gl over of this place . 

So f a r as I have had oppo rtuniti e s of con~ersing with the 

Ind i a ns they appear better sati s fied than I could have expected : 

I however hear daily of some d i fsat isfaction: but it is for want 

of corre c t i n formation upon the vari ous provisions o f the Treaty. 

I have the honor to be 

The Ron: 

John H. Eaton, 

SecY of ~ ar . 

Your obed~ Servt 

Geo . S . Gaines 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws (Emigration) Geo. S. Gaines Asks f or instructions , eto. 
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To the Honorable Majo r John H. Eaton, Se c . of nJar . 

F r iend & broth er , 

re the und ersigned Capt a i n s of Six- t own s , Xa jowan ee an 

Chi ckasawhay wi th the voic e a cons ent of the warrior s a fs embl ed 

in .council' , hav e unanimous l y elec t ed Jo el H. ra i l to b e our chi ef 

and rule r . And s o soon as any arrangement can be made , f or the emi-

gra tion t o the l and west o f the Mi f s i f sipp i we wi ll look to hi m to 

lead us on, Ano t o no other man .- - The r e ore we gi ve this earl y in-

f ormation through y our goodnef s to be l a i d b efo r e our f a t her t he 

Pr e sident, and tha t h e mi gh t give us h is afsuranc e of hi s a ccept -

ing our n ew el e c t e d chi ef to be con i de r ed by him a s such , a nd that 
OUl ' 

h e vill b e pleased thr ough the Agent to send us ~Re a ns wer . 

Ne ar e re spe c t fu l ly your fri ends & br others 

Sh eshema t aha , Spe ak er , h i s x mark 

Capts -- Nukpulla -- his mark 

J ohn Br ewer ( 1) h is x mark 

.ah ishtubbee - his X mark 

Sheekopa , lukna hi s X mark 

Nakomma stubbee ( 1) h i s X mark 

N om astubb ee ( 2 ) h i s X mark 

Capts eya s hotta -- his x mark 

is e t achahabbee h i s x mark 

Ahokle t ubbe e his X mark 

John Garl and hi s X mark 

Koope his X mark 

Elatahlahopi e his x ma r k 

Pashishtubbee his x mark 
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tTohn Brewer ( 2) his x mark 

Ayapullubbee his: x mark 

Likewise a Secretary appointed by the council, roel Gardner . 

Done in Council ) 
) 

at Yakne achakma, ) 
) 

Oct. 16th 1830 ) 

The above signers, are presiding Captains over a population 

equal to three thousand. 

Israel Folsom, Clerk pro . tern pore. 

(OIA: 1830 Chocta.ws (Emi gration) Captains in council Joel Na il 
appoint ed chief) 



(OIA: 1830 Choct e.vrs (Emi gr ation) Capta i ns in c ounci l. Joe l Na i l 
appointed chief.) 

South e rn Destrict C. Nation , Oct . 22~ 1830 

To the HonPr1 e John H. ~aton 

Fri e n d a n d Brother . 
the 

~e the principal Captains of Southern Jes -,... 

trict of t he Choctaw Nation have recently understood that Israel 

F olsom a brother of Col David Fol som has been in some part s of our 

Dest r ict e n couraging the Ca tains to elect a Chi e f and to cause us 

to get ~ft d i vided . Our Chief Nittucachee has received a l etter 

from sev eral of the Captains stating that they had elected Joel 

H. Nail a s their Chief . Sixteen hav e signed many of them a re 

no t known to be Capta ns . You Vlill understand by this that con-

f us i on i s g oing on by the influence of Israel Folsom and John 
a r e 

Garl and. ~e~accused of having had money g iven to us b you . Some 

of our lives have been threatened verry much . . Particularly 

Hopicunchahubbee a pr~ncipal Captain of Chickas awha , a n d 

Onnahubbee a principal Capta n of Si xt owns . • e wi h you to write 

on i mmediat ely and let us becleared if innocent wh ch we frope we 

a re. ftJe stil l ho d 01 Chie f and will n ever forsake him . ~ ·!e hav e 

noth ing against him . e have all told you he was our Chief a nd 

we stil l h old him . 1rre the head Captains are still i n favour of 

our b e loved Chief Nittucachee . A few of the smaller Captains 

particularl y the more i norant have been influenc ed ( as we have 

a st r ong r eason t o believe by I srael Folsom to elect a new man 

fo r t he i r Chief . •re write you about our difficulties because 

we tol d you we wo ul d . We wish y ou to give us answer as soon a s 

conveni ent. Te ha v e no mo re t o s ay on t h is s ubject . ,~l e have n o 

I '. 
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Copy of the treaty ~ e do no t understand i t well . we wL h you to 

send us a Copy as soon as poss ible and direct it to the agency or 

Demopolis. We hav e b een looking f o r a Copy some time but have 

never rec e ived it. ~e a r e sorrow that one of the Destrict has 

been better p r ovided f o r with reservation than this . ~e vould 

be glad if all were equally benifit ed . 

and brother s --

~e ar ~ your Friends 

Iyacherhopi a his x mark 

Speaker of the Southern De str ict 

Onnahubbee his x mark 

Hopi eanchahubbee his x mark 

Hopiahommah 

Hopiatubbee 

his x mark 

his x mark 

Ticberunchahubbee hi s x mark 

Pierre Juzan 

p s. hen we sold you our country we di d not sell our old r e s 

ervations tha t wer e given to us in a f or er treaty /e wish you 

to give us autho rity to sell them to any person we may please . 

You know we d i d not say we sold it to you . ~ rite us on this 

subject a s soon as pofsible . The reservations are in this 

District ( Southern ) we r emain 

Your fr end s & Broth rs 

I yacherhop i a his X mark 

Onnahubb ee hi~ X mark 

Hop i oun chahubbee h i s X mark 

Hop iah oomah his X mark 

Pierre Juzan 

Nt t tucache e hi s x mark 

Chi e f of Southern District 



We the undersigned Lawfull electors being now in office 

having met i n general counci l on this the 23 day of Oct 1830 

on Chufocto Cr eek e fo~ the purpose of enq iring into into the 

propri ety of c ont i nu ing G Leflore our pres ent chief in office 

we beli eve that it i s our indi spensable duty to remove G Le

flore f r om offi ce he having r ecently gone contrary to the 

position i nstruct i on of this district we do therefore appoint 

George W Harkins chief of the northwestern Di s trict of the 

Choctaw Na t i on to succeed G Leflore removed who is hereby 

vested wi th all powers vested chiefs of t his district 

Te s t i mony whereof we have herew th ·subscribed our name s 

is this day and date above mentioned 

/ 86 signers.:../ 

• 
(OI A: 1 830 . Choc t aws . Wm. la r d . 
& country . Troops not req ired . 

( Choctaws satisf ied with Treaty 
Change of Chief s.) 

(A simi lar paper to a ove is signed by 150 persons ; also one with 
39 signers; al s o one with 27 signers; a ls o one wi th 95 signers; 
also one with 30 s i gners ; one bearing no captain, but contain
ing signatur es of 122 pers ons . See next page . ) 

. ,-
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; -

~e the unders ign ed and l awful Electors being in office 

having me t in gener a l c ouncil convened at Wolf Creek Northwest -

ern di s t ric t thi s 3rd day of Nov 1830 . For the purpose of tak-

ing into deep cons i deration the propriety of electing another 

chief to superced Greenwood Leflore and after mature delibera-

tion come to the following resolutions 

Resolved 1 -
free 

t hat all hold Greenwood Leflore total y unfit to r ule a people ,. 
who havi ng forfeited his head by breaking a law he made him

s elf in open council on the Robinson Road that he would not 

sell hi s country 

2ndly Taking up arms and marchi ng with an armed band of warriors 

to a council conv ned at Wilso ' s Stand ad there severely pun

ished by whippi ng sam of our most peaceable Citizens 3rdly 

He having expended the money unnecessarily such as purchasing 

powder, l ead , plumes , drums and other unnecessary articles wi t h

out the consent of the people -of said district to the great n -

jur y and oppression of the poor and distressed wa r riors and 

women. 4~h and h s tak ng up arms and m r ching wi th an armed 

force of four or five hundr ed war iors into a peaceable quar-

ter of t he nat i on agains t the chiefs Mushal at bbee and Ni ttucka-

chee 

5th His sel ling the country aga i nst the known wishe s of a large 

majority of the people in sa i d distri c t and disposing of s a i d 

lands i n s uch a manner as t o deprive the warr i ors generally of 

any immediate benefit. &co and mak ing l aws the most oppressive 

a nd degrading to t he g r eat mass of the pe ople and also endeavor-
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ing to establish a sort of Monar chial Government and f ur ther-

more threatened t o de s troy the pr operty of the Ci t i zens Living 

on the Yellubusher creek and some of it s t r ibutary str eams if 

they d i d not submi t t o his a r bi trar y and unjust laws after making 

well the abov e we t he subscribers do believe it our indispen sa-

bl e duty to r emove s aid Greenwood Leflore our presen t Chi ef 

f r om office and appoint George W Harkins pr ncipal chief t o 

s ucceed gpeea sa i d Lefl ore removed for the term of two year s or 

during good behavour and furthermore that said George Harkins 

shall r ec eive t he same sal ary as the other Ch efs of sai d Na 

t i on during hi s· continuance in office . The U. S. agent wi l l 

transact businef s wi th George Harkins a s pri nc i pal chief of 

the North we ster n d i strict as he is elected by the majority 

of the same af te r the date of this art i cle he will not hold 

Gr eenwoo d Leflo re as a chief 

/ 39 signer~/ 

( OI A: 1830 . Choctaws . Wm . Vard . Choc t aws sat isf ied wi th 
t r eaty & country . Troops not requi red . Change of ch1e f s .) 

(See p receding paper . ) 



Sir 

Yazoo 

at Col~ Lafleurs 

6~h Novr 1830 

You favo r dated Frenklin 7~h Oct~ Postmarked 12~h, 
nd reached my my residence at Demopolis on the 22 • - The copy 

of the treaty inclosd for Netucke cchee was immed iately for 

warded to him . 

On the next day I set out f o the Chaktaw nation to collect 

my explor ng party & proc eed to explore the new Chaktaw Country 

west of Mifsifsippi, leaving o rders to be f ollowed by the con

fidential person mentioned in my last, who I had sent by Gen~ 

Coffees advice to the Chickasaw agency to obtain from Col9 Rey

nolds such communications as might have been confided to h im by 

¥ourself and Genl Coffee for our joint goverment · a n d also the 

Col?s plan for our mee ting some where on Arkansas River . I 

wa..., not overtaken until t he 27".th ult . the messengers h orse 

hav n f il ed on h is journey. He brought me a letter from Col9 

Reynoldb Sub . advisin me of the Colonels departure a n d saying 

that he would forward my l etter by Exprefs . He broug ht als o a 

lett er from Gen~ Coffee dat ed 18th ult. written by your inst uc-

tions authorizing me to draw on you for one thousand dol lars f or 

the out fit and expences of my expl oring party and u rg ing me to 

proceed without further inst ructions . 

Having had with General Coffee before we parted at the 

treaty ground a lengthy conversation on the subject of the mif 

sion since intrusted to Col? Reynolds and myself in which he 



imparted to me in confide nce his vi ew & op inions on that sub j ect, 

and knowing that there ~11 b e no d iff i cu l t y in meet i ng wi th the 
Arkans a s 

other party on the Can ad ian F o r k when the Col on el myse l f c an 

act togethe r understa n d ing l y , I de t ermined t o proceed on the 

tour at on c e . 

I pafs ed n ear e tuckee chees res i d ence brin ing with me 

Cap t: Twyan: a l s o by ushula t ubbees r es i dence , and has t en ed t o 

this p lac e where I arriv ed two days since in the hope of f ind 

ing Col9- Lafl eur & his Captains ready fo r th tour -- I have 

b een joined b Netuckeichee and his Capta ns and ~ ushulatubbe e s 
be 

Cap t ains. but I am greiv ed t o ~compelled to i nform you that Col 9 

afleur d ecline s to p r oc eed with me , and thereby· redeem h i s 

p r omise to y ou. He says that t he 19~h article of the lat e treaty 

imposes u p on h im a du ty a s chief whi ch must be performed befo r 

the 1~t J anY n ext, or h is war r iors woul d lose the advantage of 

rel n guish ing t eir Reservations o~ l a n d at 50 cents per acre , 
St ates 

to the ~RQ United ~ s ecured to them b y that art i cle . I afsu red 

h im that he mi ght de ligate in perf ec t safety t o h s p incip l e 

officer t h e th power of dec i din up on the persons to be re 

jected in the e vent of his f arm ·ng ~a r ior s belongi ng t o the 

vario s clafses ex c eed ing t he limit s of s uch cla s; nd that 

I saw no other duty whi ch at e l l requi red h is stay . I have re 

peated ly reminded h im of hi s p r omi se t o y ou; an d in a word , I 

h a ve left noth ing unsaid whic h I c ould s a y to i nduce h i m to go : 

but all to no purpose. He r eally seems t o think h is presence 

absolutely necefsary and s e ems se r iou s ly to regret it. 
n ot 

This strange & unexpect ed determination of Col9 Lafl e rfit o 
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accompany the pa rt y agr e eably t o hls p r omise t o y ou p l a c es me in 

a most embar raf s i n g s i t u a t lon . 

The deligations from the oth e r t wo distri c t s a r e n o t a t 

a ll d i spo sed to gtv e up the t ri p ~ And the quest i on whether al l 

t he obj ec t s e pe ct ed to b e acc ompli shed by the i nt ended t our of 

e xp loration are likely t o be accompl shed without the part y hav

i n g wi th i t the inf luen t i al ch ef Lafleur is d i fficult t o answer . 

The n ext que stion wh i ch occu rred to me was what effect 

wi l l ou r turni n g back contrary t o the wishes of the two Eastern 

Di s t icts hav e up on the murmur i ng hundreds of i gnorant Ind ians 

who are dai l y coun ci l l i n amo ng themselve s with a v i ew of ob t a i n 

ing a majority of the nat ion t o j oin them i n ask n g the Pre sident 

& s e n t e to r eturn them the t r eat y . Th s quest i on is n ot diff 

i cul: t o a n swer : The effects would be very unfavora le b oth t o 

spe e dy emi ration from t h is nation a n d p of sibly from o th~rs , and 

t o the g r e at wo rk of remo val generally . 

Dis c on t ents have late l y ap eared i n p ortions of all the 

Di stricts : ut most a l arming i n thi s , nd henc e I presume i s the 

t r u e c a u e o f Col o Lafleur s unwil i ngnef s to leav e home - - ·i n 

d eed his f i ends think the r e is much probab i l ty of his r emoval . 

I n the Ea st ern Di s t r i c t s a l l i s bec omi ng quiet ; and the n ati on 

a t l ar e as the treat y b ec omes b e t ter a nd b etter unoer stood will 

I v enture to p red ict b ec ome le l l s ati sf i ed a n d r emov e spee i ly-

My jou r·ney so far I f lat t er mys e lf h a s d one some g ood toward 

t h e ac compl i s hment of this predi ction 



I have under a ll the circumstances concluded to pr oc eed. 

- Col 0 · Lafleur proposes to send his brother and two or three 

other Captains, an is now gone to bring them in. I hope to en-

ter the Mifsifsippi Swamp t omo.._ 1•ow , and meet Col9 Reynold about 

the 25~h Ins t ant some whe re on the Cannadian ort of Arkansas 

A great numb er of emigrants are gone and daily going fr om 

this n ei ghborhood to t he ir n ew country 

The Hon~ Jn~ H. Eaton 

Sec¥ of 111/ar. 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws (~nigration) 
Report of exploring party to ~est . ) 

I have the honor to be 

very r e spectfully 

Your obed~ Serv~ 

Geo . s . Gaines 

Geo . S. Gaines Special Agent 



Mifsifsippi · Nabchez 10 Nov 1830 . 

Sir 

It may not be consider e an -i ntrusion to drop you a l ine . 

Since writing you on t h e stat e of public feeling i n the 

Choctaw Nation , I have received a l etter from Co~ Leflore afsur-

ing me t hat no f ears need be entertained , as to the oposit on t o 

himself o r the treat y , i n h i s district . I have also received a 

letter f r om a particu ar and i nfluential friend , afsuring me that 

t he excitement produced by M~ Smith was r apidly giving way to a 

more r easonable feeling , - that several of the Captains who had 

manifest ed their difsatisfaction , had publickly acknowledged their 

error, a nd r egretted their course . 

Co~ Leflore i nformed me that a number of his neighbours , with 

their fami l i es, had se~ ad· for the Choc t aw lands on Red River , 

and expected me to meet them at the s1te of Cantonment Towson , 

on the Ki ami sha . My friend from the center of the District , 

writ e s me that my interpreter with a number of emigrants is on 

his way, and expects to meet me a t the post of Vashetta i n f ou 

or f ive days . 

co! Leflo re appears to calculate with cert anty on the ratifi cation 

of t he t reaty. I expect t o c rofs the ifsif sippi t omorr ow . 

Mo s t r espec t fully Alex Talley 

( Above l etter is addre ssed to John H. Eaton , Secretary of V/ar . ) 

(OIA: 1830 ~octaws (Emi gr ation ) l ex . Tally 
oppose a t r eaty) 

o.t ion 'fill n ot 



Choct aw Agency Nov . 14th 1830 

Sir 

I advise the Pres i dent of the U. St ates that some di f fi-

culties were likel y t o take place since the Treaty . 

Upon l ea rni ng f r om what quarters this mi schief was sup-

posed to b e made I lost no time , in inquiring into the matter . 

I found t h at Jerry Folsom ( who you may recollect spoke against 

the treaty) and P . P . Pitchl ynn were geting up a scheam with Mr 

illiams one of the Mif sionaries to modefy or Brake the Treaty 

by send ing on MCDonald & Peter to Washingt on with a protest signed 

by the wa rri ors t o brake the Treaty &c. 

I ~ad up i l l i ams and he got a~armed so all blew up at 

that. Then i t wa s said that they only wanted to Brake all the 

Chi efs that signed the Treaty , Before I new any thing about it 
Dist . 

they succeeded i n the South,ern,... Nuttechegee ' s also aflours was 

partially r emoved by the memi es of the Treaty . I have ordered 

Rev9 Smith out of the nat i on with his Interpreter Elli s . M~ 

Tatl ey has gone ov e~ to Arkensas to s e the Inq Lan s . ~ Geo . 

s . Gaines has left here several days with a par ty of Indians . to 

explour the Choctaw l ands ~est . 

If f unds were given to take of a party a great number are 

now anxi ou s t o go of . 

As soon as Congrefs mee t s and the Senate is full i t 

might be a s will the Tr eat y were ratified as there are some poor 

retches will a l ways be meddling wi th the Indian subject untill 

it is put at rest. 



I cannot believe any person fr om this part of Country vill 

again attempt any t hing a s they f i nd they must l eave the na t ion 

if any other attempt be made . 

Mr MCDonnol d waw much opposed t o the treat y and was to 

ha ve been up in thi s nati on at a great counci l appointed a t 

Dancing Rabbet but he f ailed to a t tend i t i s t o be rema rked 

t hat a s s oon a s it wa s known wh at · this mee t · ng was f or but 

f ew attended . So you may r est afsure d that every t hing i s 

going on smoothl y in this nat i on 

I hav e t he Hono r t o be very 

Respectf ully your : M9 

Obd Servt 

\· . ard A t C N . 

Ron. John H. Eaton 

Se cY of ' ar . 

P. S . I have jus t seen Jerry Folsom who s ays he i s done wi th his 

opposit i on nd wi ll go of as soon a s he can ~e p ~dv fd ed f or . 

Also wants to make an ent r y of his choice &c . 

(OI A: 1830 Choct aws (Agency) ~~. ~ ard Inf orms of some opposi t i on 
t o t r eat y by chiefs & mi s s i onari es . ) 



Little Rock A T 

18 . Nov:r 1830 

Sir 

I hav e the honor to inform you that I have progr ef s ed this 

far with t he Chokt aw exploring party . 

I have onl y time to app r i se you that I have drawn on you 

a t s i ght vi z : 

In f avor of Maj . Haley f or 125 

do do Johns ton f or 60 

And Jno CLean f or 
• 500 

~p 685 

amounting altogether up to this date to six hundred & ei ghty fi ve 

dollar s , which drafts I hope wi l l be duly paid . 

I will write you again so soon a s I overtake Col9 Reynolds 

who I trust wi l l have explored the vaaant land be t ween the Arkan-

sas a nd Canadian Ri vers , and be r eady to j oin me on the south 

bank of the Canadi an 

I have the honor to be 

Respectfully 

Your obed~ Servt 

Ge o . S . (}aines 

The Hon 

J. H. Eaton 

SecY of ar 

(OlA: 1830 Chocta rs (Emigrati on) Geo. s . Gainen Expenses of t our . ) 
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Hon J. H. Eaton 

Sec¥ ar &c 

Dear Sir, 

Big. Land Choctaw Nation 

ov 19 . 1830 

In my last communication to y ou I stated 

that active preparations were mak ng f or a removal wes t of the 

Mifs. River I now have the pleasure of informing you that about 

seven or eight hundred of the Indians are already on t eir way & 

many more expected to start in the course of a few days -- There 

is a degree of Emulation among the ~migrants to be the f irst to 

arr ive i n their new country thus have the advantage of making 

the b e st selections of land -- For those who have one , many of 

whom will probably arrive there about the f irst of January, the re 

should be some provision made as early as practicable -- A cons i d -

erable p r oportion of t h em are poor & leavin with means hardly 

suffici ent to sustain them on their journey , w 11 reach the place 

of the i r future residence in a v ery destitute condition I have 

thought it best to urge the removal o f the Indians as fast as p of 

sibl e that they e scape the evils of int emperance which re flowing 

in upon the country on al l sides & have caused the deat of a c on

siderable number since the administration of the Choctaw laws wa s 

arrested-- I am ho e ver by such a course afsuming a fearful 

responsibil i ty s ould not the . S . Government sust in me by speed

ily makin a comfort able provision for the new settlers If 

those who first mi grat e f i nd the country a good one & receive 

early attention from the U. S . Government they will send back 



such a repo r t as will induc e a speedy emigration of the rest & 

at least all who are fri endly with me will soon be there -- Five 

or six of my most influential Captians have gone over with the i r 

warriors & I expect my Speaker will soon follow to take charge of 

them there Although there has been some dissatisfaction i n the 

country on ac count of the treaty, oc casioned principally by the 

white men residing i n it, there appears now to be a general dispo

sition to acquiesce in the course that has been pursued & to approve 

of it as necefsary & proper -- I have been compelled to request of 

t he Agent the removal of two or three persons who I thought were en

deavouring to create discord by i mposing upon the minds of the weak 

& i gnorant -- In this district the people are generally satisfi ed 

and I under stand f rom Col . Fulsom with whom I lately conversed that 

they ar e so in the dis t r ict where he r es i des -- Should however any 

reports reach you in relation t o this matter which do not corre spond 

with my statements I hope you will inform me . that I may furnish you 

with the proof that they can have no other foundation than malice & 

i gno ranc e --

(OIA: 1830 (Er.ligra.tion 

I remain your 

Ob~ serv~ 

Greenwood Leflo e 

Chief of the North we st 

Destrict Choctaw ation 

Grccnvroo LeFlore On the subject of r emoval) 



Dear Sir, 

Bi g Land Choctaw Nation 

Nov 19 , 1830 

I think I can venture without an apology to ask your in

f l uence in f avour of a people f or whom you have always shewed 

a t r u e f riendship - You a re too well acqu inted vith the con~ 

d i tion of the Choctaws , & with the history of recent events , 

u rg i ng them to the conclusion of a treaty, for the disposal of 

t he country they now occupy , to r equire any additional informa

tion at this time - The dissatisfaction which arose in some parts 

o f the country , soon after the treaty was s i gned , through the in

t erfe rence of some whi te men, who acted from mistaken views or 

evi l mot i ves , has pr i ncipally subsided and the people now appear 

gener ally disposed to acquiesce in the course which has been 

pursued , are making pretty extensive preparations for removal 

tany , indeed , perhaps seven or eight hundred have already started 

& should those who have gone find the country a good one & re

ceive the early attent i on of the U. S . Government the emi ration 

will be rapid unti l all are removed - I consider it very import 

ant that the treaty should be ratifie as soon as pofsible & I 

h ope you will u se your i nflueh ce vith your friends in the senate 

to hasten this measure - Many of the people who are emigrating 

a re poo r & will suffer i n the country of their future residence 

unl efs t imely a i d be ext ended by Government - The same causes 

which appear ed to r ender i t n ecefsary that the Choctaws should 

treat y f or the di sposal of thei r lands & remove west of the 

Mifs. make it necefsary that the i r r emoval should be accelerated 

a s much as pofsible - They a r e expos ed whi le they remain t o all 
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the evils they so much feared as t o be willing to sell thei!• 

country and the sooner they can be r eor ganized in the ir new 

country under their own peculiar laws & regulat ions the bet-

ter -- ' !ith these vi ews I have urged their removal as fast 

a s pofsible & I hope I shall receive the prompt & effectual 

aid of the U. S . Government -- Should any reports reach rash-

ington which are calculated to retard the ratificati on of the 
they 

t reaty you may be afsured thatAhave no good foundati on if 

suffered to have any effect will but injure the cause they 

may be pretended to support - Most of the men of influence 

& correct principle in the country are ~armly in favour of 

a speedy removal - Relying upon your influence in favour of 

what I sincerely believe to be the true interest of the Choc taws 

To Sec of ar , 
Honbl 

John H. Eaton 

I remain Dr Sir 

Your Ob~ serv~ 

Greenwood Leflore 

Chief of Nor thwest 

District Choctaw Nation 

Sir 
I send you a letter just req from Greenwood Leflore with 
I am intimat ely acquainted he havi ng spent 3 weeks at my 
residenc e in Ky . He is a very able man & the letter is 
genuine 

Rh ~ : Johnson 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws (Emigr ation) Gr eenwood LeFlore On the 
subject of r amoval. ) 

whom 
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Honr John H Eaton 

Sir 

Nashville Novr . 26 , 1830 

I arrived l as t night a t this place from the lower Choctaws . 

I left Leflour abo ut the 18th inst, and he has authorized me to 

say to you that the I nd i ans are in motion , soon after the treaty 

some dissatisfaction prevailed , but when the Indians were made ac 

quaint ed with the tercis of the Treaty and it properly explained 

every t h ing was quiet and the Indians satisfied ~nd pleas ed . There 

are now between fi.ve and six hundred familys , and many of them with 

t heir stock on the march to Leflour , to whom he has given l e t ters 

to the f errys at Vicksburg and Point Checot to Crofs them f ree and 

the f erage would be paid . ~any hunters are out a large portion of 

them will crofs to their new Homes and remain; in fact they are do

ing al l in their power to get off as soon as pofsible- -

Laflour has pledged h i mself that the Secretary at ~ar, 

will provide provisions at some point , convenient for them early 

next spr ing . 

I have seen Col Ful some on my way up , who informs me that 

Mushulu t Distric t wil l all be off by next fall . that they r ·e 

mak ng every preparation and that Col Gaines is now hone out with 

a party laying out the Di strict and Lafleur has sent a Confident ial 

agent to select a pl a ce f or hi m Mr Fulsom has been · expect ing the 

appointment of interpreter for some t ·me which was promised him 

but has heard nothing father on the subject . 

It appears that the P. M. General has refused to make any 

allowance to me f or the difference between the government repair

~ng the road and having to do it myself agreeable to my bid I am 



confident that if the P General unde r stood this Questi on as 

well as you do, no d ifficulty could exist and I must beg your 

kind services in iving him an explanation o f the who e matter , 

or I am r uined by it a t the same time I ~ou d be glad that 

you could unde rstand from r Bary if it is probable that the 

department will soon place four horse stages from Tuscumbia 

to Natche z-- The Legislature is now in sefsion and much 

fe eling pre vails on this subject . 

Yours very r espec tfully 

John Donly 

(CIA: 1830 Choctaws John Donley Ch octaws ready & anxious 
to remove. LeFlore has promised provisions in new count ry . 



Dear Sir 

Fort Smith A. T. 

29~h Nov . 1830 

Knowing that y ou feel great inte res t i n the p rog refs o f 

the Chaktaw exploring part y committed t o my char g e I ought to 

have written you soone r: but really I have hardly had t i me sin ce 

the receipt of y our l e tter o f the 1 6~h ult : which ove rtook me in 

t h e nation on t he th of the same month , a f ter I h ad set out on 

my journey and too l a te to enabl e me to neg otiate a draft on t h e 
i n Al abama 

Ron SecY of War ,4whi ch I supposed I should find no difficu l ty in 

doing at the Post of Arkansa s o r L i ttle Rock - To e i the r o f the 

places I supp osed t hat my own po cket money would car~y us . 

The confide ntial pe r son I had s ent t o the Chi ck as aw Agency 

did not make an ex peditious trip & Col 2 Reynolds had s e t out on 

his journey with the Chick asaw d eligat ion b efor e he reach ed the 

Agency, cons equ ently the communicat i on expec t ed from him was not 

received. 

I was omp elled to paf s through the ne i ghborhood of Ne t uck 

cichee & Mushul a tubbe e a nd thenc e to C ol ~ Lafl e urs t o c ollect my 

party , a nd dete rmined t o push d irectly t h r ough t he ifsifs pp i 

swamp to the mouth of Nhit e River i n the h ope o f ove rt aking Col 0 

Reynolds at this place or at Can t onment Gibson, b ut my p a r ty being 

difficult to co lect, my progr efs wa s necefsarely slow--

Col9 Lafl eur declined comin h i mself and appe a red to ex

perience some difficulty in procuring a respectabl e repres entative 

-- I waited upon him three o r fou days b e for e h e succeeded in 

finding two respectable captains willing to accompany me Th s 

delay increased my anxiety to come direct and as f a st as pofsible, 



and we ente r ed t he Ya zoo Swamp with a pilot at his house who 

brought us a f ter near fi ve days trav el to the ~ ifsifsippi River 

30 miles a bov e t h e mout h of hite Ri v er -- by the bye there is 

some of t he f i nest l and I ever saw between Lafleurs a nd the 1if

sifsippi ri v e r The \hol e 1stanc e say 80 to 100 mil e s is swamp 

or b ottom l and : all r ich bu t only a part elevated above high 

water. 

y party being b adly mounted a n d thinly clad had more wants 

than I c ould supply; and b efore I r e ache d L i ttle Rock my pocket 

money h ad fa i rly run out . Previous l y I c ould onl y d ispose of t wo 

small d r a f t s amounting t ogether to $185 . At the Littl e Rock 1i th 

the aid o f Judge ulton after t rying the Receiver of public ~onies 

an 0 a l l the merchants I succeeded in selling a dft . for ~500 . d i s 

count 5 p e r cent -- This is a sad state of the c red i t oT public 

a gent s t 

I ar ived he e yesterday having travelled about 600 miles 

countin g from my r e sidence . An exprefs who I had sent ahead of 

me to Col9 Arbuckle of Ca ntonment Gibson r eque s t ing h im to for

ward six weeks provisons fo my party to some point on the Can

adian h as j u s t retu n ed a n d I am mu ch cheered to find that Col9 

Reynolds wa s the r e f i tting out f or t h e voods a nd to hear t hat we 

shall meet on the Ca nad ian in a few days 

He r e a l l the wants of my party must be s upplied Bl aruc -

ets clothing an some h ors es must b e purch ased sev e r al of the i r 

horses having f a irly tired d own. Th e se thing s were n ot thought 

of by the Hon: SecY of War when d ire cting you t o limit my d r a fts 
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for my outfit expences to ~1000: a n d such d isbursments do not 

properly belong to that ac ount, yet the situation of t he party 

make them necefsary, a nd by a i d ing them to exch nge their tired 

horses for fresh one s o purchasing fresh horses when r equired 

& found n e c efsary some hundreds of dol l ars in the way o their 

per diem will be saved to the Gover~ment. Before I leave this 

place I will take receipts f or such adv ances as I may make on 

account of the ir pay & forward them to the Var Department 

Col~ Reynolds & Arbuckle hav e both written me advising me 

to provide a pack horse f or every t wo men of the party otherwise 

we could not c arry a suffi cient q uantity of p r ov i sions f o r the 

rout in the wood s. 

I men t ion these particulars to you tha t y ou may see that 

t e .~1000 f or which I have been authorized t o d raw although 

perhaps sufficient f o r the actual expences of my tour wi ll fal l 

far s hort o f the sums I must n e cefsar i y d isburse both on ac -

coumt of our e pences, and the· pay of the members of the de lega

tion to supply the with clothi ng & fr esh horses before we reach 
to pay 

h ome , in o rde r that you may r equest the Hon: SecY of . ~ar~ such 

drafts as I may draw on ac count of advances of pay ~e-tRe as 

wel l as the dr fts a lready authori zed to be d rawn by y our l et 

ter of the 16~h ult: 

The exploration should in my opinion b e c a refully perfo med 

cal l ing the attenti on of the deligation particular ly to the fine 

bottom lands on the Arkansas Arcad ian & Red Rive rs and the ir 

tributaries within the Chaktaw tract - a n d much time should be 

spent busily in viewing those lands and travelling to every 



point where t hey a r e to be f ound s o as to give the del i gation 

some correct i dea of the i r vas t extent and capability of sup-

porting a very large population . This will lay the foundation 

I hope for an a r rangement removing the difficulties which Col9 

Reynolds writes me al arms h i m more & more as his stock of tae 

infor mat ion relative to the unappropriated country west in~eased . 

I beg you t o write to the Secretary without delay as I 

may b e compelled to draw f or pay advances tomorr ow , & the draft 

may go by the very mail which carries this letter 

I doubt not of giving intere satisfaction r elative to my 

management of our travelling expences 

I remain respect f ully 

Your fri end 

Ge o. S . Ga ines 

Genl J ohn Coffee 

Florence 

(OlA : 1830 C octaws (Emigration) Goo. G. Gai nes Speci a l Agont 
Re ort of exploring r ty t o \'fos • ) 



Fort Smith A. T . 

l~t December 1830 

Sir 

I arrived at this place with the Chaktaw delegation f or 

exploring their new country three days ago an have since been 

busily engaged in preparing for the woods . Co~ Arbuckle will 

send provisions for our use to a point on the Canadian a few 

miles above its mouth, The delegation will receive each member 
meet 

a rifle at this place ,- Col Reynolds will me with his party at 
~ 

the point where we are to r e c e ive our provi s ions , and proceed 

i n company with us up the r iver . 

In directing Gen~ Coffee to limit my drafts for the out 

fit and travelling expences of my party To $1000 -- I am sure you 

did not think of the great poverty of the Chaktaw Captains -- They 

set out so badly mounted and clad , that I have been compelled to 

aid them in exchanging their rited poneys f or fresh ones an d in 

some instances in purchasing when they could not s wap , and al so 

in purchas ing clothing and Blankets f or t he i r comfort -- or the 

amount advanced in this way to each member of the delegation 

I have taken hi receipt as a payment on account of h s pe r Diem 

Allowance.- Duplicates o viJhich ar e enc losed together with an ac -
advanc es 

eount of the several allewaRe e s m de on account of pay amount ing -

-- up to this day two hundred and ninety fiv e Dollars a nd fifty 

seven cent s for which sum I have ·taken the liberty to draw on 

you this day in f avour of Messrs Colville & Coffee at t en days 

sight. -



I have thought proper to render you an a c count now of my 

advances on account of pay to tihe members of the delegation as 
necefsary 

doubtless such advances we re not considered ~by you ., but I fee l 

confident you will approve of them under the circumstances as 

above mention ed; and vould have orde red them had you known how 

unable some of the most influential menof the nation are to pro-

vide f or a long journey. 

Duplicate of the vouchers f o r my outfit pur chase and 

travel ling expenses I will for safety transmit to my family, 

up to this day , anct after my return home r ender you an account 

of the 1.Vhole. 

I will write you from the Canadian after meeting with 

Col. Reynolds, and hope to be able t o make my l etters more in-

teresting in future. -

I have t he hono r to be 

The Ron 

Joh n H. Eat on 

sec¥ of ar . -

Very Respec t fully 

Sir 

Your Obt . s ervt . 

Ge o. S . Gaines 

(OI : 1830 Choctaw (Emigrat ion) Geo. S . Gaines Special Agent 
Report of exploring party t o 'est . 



Col "I Ward 

Dear Sir 

De c emb e r the 8~~ 1830 Choctaw Nation 

d I hav e Re c •. your note Requesting me to give~ true 

detail of al l that pafsed at the treaty Ground Relative to the 

conduct of the C om~. of the US toward s the Indians . Sir I bein 

one of the Intr~ for the treaty that was made and concluded at 

Dancing Rab be t be t ween the Ron Secretary of War and Gen1 . John 

Coffe e~-tse- e~e -~aPt Commifs one rs on the one part and the ch efs 

head men and warriers on t h e other part . I was pre ent and heard 

all t he p ropositions that was by t he Com~ . of the U. S . to the 

Chocktaws which were all ma de on fair and fri e nd ly terms I saw 

nor h eard n o threats e~ nor Saw n or heard anyth ing like force i ng 

the Ind i ans to Sell thei country there was about five tho usand 

Ind ians on the treaty ground where I heard but veny few Expre.t's 

any Difsat i s f a c tion in alusion to the treaty Some peo. le has 

made s ome very Incor rect Statements about the Indians bein gone 

home be f ore t h e treaty was si n~ . whic 1 I know to be unt ue for 

t h ere was upwa ds of 5000 I ndians on the treat round and I know 

that on e half had n ot one home when The treat y was s i gned there 

were two p r op ositi ons made b the Conmifsioners and the Indi ns 
cam s 

took t h e m t o their4 f o r Days and Ni hts a nd were Read and I nter-

preted by many Capable per s ons as well s myself . there c ould b e 

no isunderst a n d i :n.g on the sub j e ct as i t was Des i red by many (I 

, ell know) to Sel l t he Count ry a l s o t he agent Do es know that what 

I say is true I hn v e seen some o f t h e writings o r publ i cations 

in some o f the Ne wspapers n d bel e ive t h ey are f r om the pens of 
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the Mifsionari e s that have been patronised y Goverment ann the 
(the ifsi onari e s ) b een 

Chiefs o f t he Chockt aw s these people hav here upwa rds of 12 years 

and have not shewn the first Scholar able to transact any businefs . 

the whole truth is that the treaty as F.ntered into with the Cho ck -

taws wa s as f a i r a s an y Treaty I ever saw and I have ~een many as 

I h ave b e en a Residenter in this Nation forty fiv e years and .s . 

Interpreter ever s i nce the year of 1798 I am with Respect our 

Most obed i e n t Servant 

. Mackey U. S. 

Interpreter 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws • ~ard Agent J ohn Pitchlynn :M .Jlackey 
Commending cour se of the Tr eaty Camrs . etc . ) 



Choctaw Nat . Deer .. ll~~ 1830 

C o~ ,, ~.vl!l . 1a r d 

Dear Si r I hav e just received you~ epistle requesting 

a detail of the subject mater in relat ion to the conduct evinc ed 

by the com~ . on the part of the U~. towards the Indians I as one 
princ ds 

o f the} Unit ed S- In •. was present at the treaty made and conclud-

ed on the dancing rabbit cre ek by the Ho~. Secretery of 7ar a n d 

1 c 
Gen •• John Coffee commisioners on the part o f the u~ . and the 

Chief s head men and warriors o the Nat ., of the other part and 

d o certefy that I was present and h eard al l the propositions that 

was made by the commr~. on the part of the US to the Choctaws 

which ~ere generous und amicable they s ought no unwarantable 

advantage over this eoole on the contrary they set fo rth their 

situation and elucidated the metter in such a manor that the In-
• 

r d ians were perfectly satisfyed with propositions made by the Com .. 

on the par t of the us . . -- a s i t r espects the statments made by 

some persons in relation to the dissatisfaction of the Ind i an s 

b efore the conclusion of the treaty and they reti r eing from the 

ground without ass i gnin the treaty is f als e ther e mus t hav e been 
Inds 

a t leas t 4000 p eople,.on the ground when the last propositions 

we r e assi ned which can be proven by the publick returns as it 

r espectig the propo s it ons that was made by the commi~ on the part 

o f the U~ to the Ind i ans not being thorra ly invest i gat ed by them 

i s not so fo r all the subject matter was in their possession 2 days 

f o r the i r investegation when the propositions we re r eturned with 

f ew al t erations a nrl they were satisfyed to close the treaty 

Yrs Respty 

John Pitchlynn 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws Wm . Var d Agent J ol:m Pitchlyrm M.Mackey Camnend-
ing c~se of the Treaty Camrs . etc . ~ 
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Cho ct w Agency Dec : 13th 1830 

Hon John H Eat on 

SecY of ~ ar . 

S i r 

Your le t ter of the 13th Ult~ has b een duly Re cQ re -

questi~g some information r especti ng the Commi fs oner ' s conduc t , 

towards the Choctaws at the late Tr eaty held with said Choctaws 

at Dancing Rabbe t c ne ek on the 1 5th Sept last . -- I have no n as i -
Choctaw 

tation in saying that the Deportment of the Com~ to wards the In-

d ians wa s of a f r iend l y ·nature entirely . Hono rable to Them

aelve s and the Government they represented , and r e spectfull to 

t h e Ind i a n s so far a s I saw ., I was on the ground at the com-

me nc ement a nd end of the Tr eaty and saw no One sign the Treaty 

by a n y persuasion from any party nor did here but one man on the 

Ground { a h a l breed ) oppose the terms , l a st offered to them ; 

Bu t they came fo rward Chi e s & Captains s gn ed the Tr ~ aty 

f reely h ch no Orie can deny . It is true that many had g on e 

9 3 

away s ay one half o r nearl y Out of upward s of 5 , 000 ho d id a t tend ; 

ye t All t h e Chiefs and Ex Chiefs that had b een remove d were pre s 

ent a nd the g r e at part if not al l s i gn e d the paper in my pres 

enc e . -- The prop oseals made to them ·could not but be will un

derstood ; and I be lieve nothing would e ver hav e been said or wrote 

9~~ agains t the Tre aty but for some designing whi te men ; who I 

fear a r e wo lve s in she e p Cl othing . -- I heared a report that 

one of the Mifsiona ries had g one t o the s outh t o see the man t hat 

spoke aga inst the Treaty t o try and ge t up a Council o r signers 



against the Tre a t y a nd remonst rance t o Congre f s t o Bnake it or 

prevent Its r a tifica tion . As soon a s I heared the report and so e 

threa ts, I went t o the if s i on School near me and told them what 

I h a d heared . I t o ld them that if I heared of their attendin any 

counc ils o r wer e a ny way oppo s ing the views of g overnment I woul d 

o r der men out o f the n tion . fourthwith . Since then all is quie t 

a nd p eac e t hroughout the nation . 

I herewi th enclose to y ou . a j:r Pitc lynns and 1i' Mackeys 

l e t te r s . whi ch w"l l no d oubt contradict these evil fabr i cations 

which see going the r ounds in the ne wspapers 

I have the Honor t o b e v ery 

Respec t fully your 

d t 
.Mo Ob serv - -

1 . "ard U . S . Ag~ C N. 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws Vm. ar d Agent John Pi tchlynn M .~ ckey 
Commending course of the Tr eaty Camrs , etc . ) 



South Fo r k Ca nad i an 

17th De cemb e r 1830 

Dear Gen! 

'"e a r e en campt on t h i s river about 15 miles fr om its mouth 

a n d Cot Ga i n e s wi t h h i s part y joined us on yeste r day a nd a l l is 

well a n d i n good s p i r i ts a n d seem to proceed cherfuly . we have 

as ye t t r a v e l ed sloley and have examined the country minu t e l y 

take i n g care to keep on the b e s t l and old Levi s eems t o be on 

his guar d but as f a r as I h av e been able to l earn the party is 

p l ea s ed with the country the land is t ruly fi n e u pon the wa ter -

cources with a suff i cency of timb e r we shall l eav e he r e on to-

mo r row a n d proceed up the Canadian about 1 00 mil e s o r to the 

Crofs timbers wh e r e we s h al l turn s outh to the oe "Jasha t aw 

a n d the n e xamine the Red Riv er and i ts waters I thi nk we can 

return to Cantonment Gi b son i n fiv e weeks. :~en I l e r n t at the 

Can t oonment that Leflo e was n ot o f the party I wa s at g r e ate 

lofs how t o p r oc eed but as the great er port ion o f t h e expen c e 

had b e en incu r ed an e h ad b ean i n t he c oun t ry s ome t i me I de-

t ermined t o proceed a nd s e t a b out c ol l ec ting a ll the informa t ion 

with in my r each a n d a s f a r a s pofs ibl e to l e ade the Chick as a ws 

through the most inte r esting parts of it that they mi ht s ee 

t hat thare wa s ood n suf f i i ent c ount r y f o r them & t h e Chock-

t aws o f ~hich I can n ot h ve doubt but ho w it is to be ob t a i ned 

o f t he Chock t aws i s yet to b e devise d - the Chockt aw s e em wel l 

p l eas ed wi t h the Arkan sas & Canadian a n d i they a r e not bette r 

l eased with t he r ed r iver ( whi ch I hope they will) I f eare they 

g· r"' 
;J ~ 



will not sell this section of thare country The party is in 

fine health & spirits and our horses are in fine plite for 

the trip none has failed 

They have harrased me much on the subject of thare ex

pence and I have told them that I had no doubt that the 

Goverment would treat them in same maner they d i d the Chocktaw 

deligation hich I have made as light as pofsible 

I write in greate hast as the mefsenger is in waiting . 

co! Gaines sends his respects to you & would rite but for want 

of time 

Gen~ John Coffee 

I ·i th Greate Respect 

Your Obt Svt 

Benjn Reynolds 

(OIA: l830 Chocta.vrs (Emigration) Benj . Reynolds Location i n t e ·,est . ) 
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De cember the 30, 1830 Chocktaw Agency 

To the Hon John H Eaton Sec~ of Jar 

Friend nd Brother I am the Same as I was 

when we concluded the treaty I am well satisfied with the arange 

ments that we a nd agreed ~n a t that place as to my own part but 
be 

there appears to Some Dissatisfaction among Some o f the people 

of the Destrict not my own friends the true Republicans but David 

Folsom an d ~ f ew of his followers who are all HRa under the 

Direction a n d controle of my Enimies the mifsionaryes a few of 

them has appointed David Folsom Chief and says if they cannot 
have 

turn me out they reDetermined to~ two Chiefs in ~~i¢~ the same 

Destrict hich never has been nd I know never can answer a good 

purpose the fact i s this the obj ect is to get me out of office 

that Folsom o r Some of his friends may get all the benifits that 

is to arrise from the treaty that is a house built when they go 

we st o f the [ifsi fsipp i and $ 250 annually as long as they Remain 

in office which I think is v ery unfair as I have been frie_ndly to 

making the treaty I t nk I ou ht to keap the benef ts arising 
office 

therefrom untill my t erm ofAExspires i no longer as I have always 

been a t rue fri end to the Amaracans both in war and peace i n the 

late Var I t u r n ed out at the f rst call and Remain ,d till the End 

o the war and am still a friend to y ou and the Goverment of the 

UStates, the Destrict I comand being in Deb t to traders that was 

Licenced to trade in t he ~at ion by the agent I w ote to my 

fri e n d the secretary of to make Some arangement for me t o pay 

their Debts that is the only charge they have agains t me I have 
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no more but my best Respects to you and m old fri end the 

president of the US 

ushul etubbee 

Chi ef o f the NE 

De s r ict C N 

As o.u true old f riend M. Ma ckey was ~nti rely 

Neglected at the treaty I Reques t t he fayvour of you ~f 

to vhat you can to get h i m one floating Se ction of land a s he 

Did more in b epalf of the gov erment and the Choctaws than a ny 

other man likewise t wo of my sons Hiram and Charle s King wa s 

Neglected I want you to Do Somethin g f o r them 

( OIA.i 1830 Cho ·taws (Emi grati on) Chi ef :Mushuletubbee Opinion of 
last treaty.) 



Friends & Br others 

I h a ve r e c e ived y our talk - be i ng a n answe r t o my addrefs 

to you o f t h e 23rdins t ant-

It h a s b e en l a i d b efor e me b.r the c ommi fs i oners I B.a. 

directed to t r e a t wi t h y ou . I t s such , · as I had c alculate t o 

receive f rom my Chekesaw c h i ldr e n . It shews that they hav e de 

liberat ed well , and are mi ndful o f their true i nterest s , and will-

ing to do ~hat in a l l f uture t me shall prove · n last i ng ben f it 

to t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

Br othe rs 

Your g r e at f a t her d o e s not d e s i re to place y ou i n a count ry , 

wh ere y ou wi l l no t f i nd s oil and cl i mate equ a l t o the one you leav e . 

e wil l ne v er cons ent t o p l a c e y ou where y ou would be in a worse 

eeRa~tieR situat ion : h i s great d sire is to make y our conditi on 

b e tt er,- not worse . 

Br o he rs - B d men have sa i d · a nd they have to d _ s re 
I 

chi ldre n, t ha t it was the intent on o f t he r great athe t o drive 

d r i v e t hem f r om t he i r 1 nds - t o compe l them to seek herv home ; 

a nd in the wilde n e fs , to l eave ·them t o suffe r . Be l iev e not the s e 

idle t a+ e s - Yo r f a t h er has t he f r ost of many winte r s upon h is 
y o t h 

head. From e arly~ he ha s liv ed near t o ~ae-hi s r ed chi ldren - He 

has sl e pt wi th them · toward the m, h e h a s a l way s enterta n en f eelin s 

of strong r egard ; a nd wi ll no t fail t o be the ir f iend , i f they 
ha v e sought 

shall p e r mi t it, and r epo s e confidence i n h im ,- He will s e e k ,. o r 

them a g ood h ome l & one l arge eno ugh for all the i r purposes . He 

wants no land west of the Arkans a Terri tory f o r his white chil d r e n , 

they will h a ve enough withou t i t - a l l that r eg i on of count r y wes t 
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of it, h e desires h is r ed children to live upon , & be happy - each 

tribe to have enough for a ll r ea sonable purp oses, to be defined 

by certain, & fixed bounderi es ,- no more to be int erup t ed or 
a 

disturb- No laws of~ State of Territo~[ , will be permitted to 
they will be 

operat e ov er them , but.A.left subj ec t to their ovm - no wars will 

there rage . Th Red man , in peace & friendship with their great 

Father, will have his favor , & protection , from all enemies & 

bad men . 

Brothers . Go on then , conclude a treaty with the commif-

sioners, I have appointed , on the principles you have stated , Have 

confidence in what they tell you - and hear what I now repeat to 

y ou, that a country every way de sirable, and as g ood at least as 

t h e on e you leave , shall be surveyed and laid off f or y ou, ~ y our 

child ren forever ; nd if on examination you find it not such , 

then wi ll you . great father make amend s to y ou . or any inferior ity 

or deficiency it may be found to contafn . 

Brothe r s . Businefs calls y our gr eat Pather to the city of 
' 

,r./ashington- He leav es his commi.f sioners with y ou , to conclude 

t his i mpo rtant Treaty as relates to your welfare , happinefs, 

perpetuation s a nation - and prays that the g reat spirit above 

may t ake you in his holy keep i ng , & uid e , . direct you always 

Andrew Jackson 

(OIA: 1830 Choctaws The Pre sident, Andrew J ackson Talks to 
Chiefs. Letter to Sec . of ~ar, to Comrs aton & Coffee . All 
autograph.) 



Cant. Gibson JanY 30~h 1831 

Sir 

I have just returned from accompanying Co~ Reynolds & co! 

Gains in their exploring the Chocktaw lands, we were prevented 

from ascending the Canadian as tar up as was contemplated in 

consequence of not being able to subsist our horses, 

The Indians were all returning from their fall hunt and 

had as ia their usual custom burned all the praries and River 

bottoms, there is no cane on the Canadian above the south Fork, 

we were consequently compelled to change our course and strike 
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for the head waters of the rivers putting into Red River, we pafsed 

the dividing Ridge and struck the Muddy Fork of Boggy, the in-

clemency of the weather compelled us to direct our course so as 

to camp each night where cane was to be had fo r our Horses, we 

continued our rout to the Fause Ouachitta then turned down that 

one days journey, crofsed the prarie to the Leau Blus and travelled 

one day down that most beautifull River, the lands of which are 

particularly rich free from inundation and well timbered, I can 
better 

truly sa~ that the whole country is much~suited to sustain any 

kind of population than has hitherto been represented the Chock

taw lands are ample for them and the Chickasaw, and I think from 

what I saw & heard, they are disposed to make a treaty to that 

effect rather than remain where they are, In justice to Co~ 

Reynolds & co! Gains I reel compelled to say they manifested 

great zeal and a perfect knowledge of Indian character, or 

they muet have tailed in their attempt. the Chickasaws were 

very reluctant to procede and urged every probable & pofs1ble 

difficulty, to continue the route those Gentlemen were equally 

fertile in resources to etfeot the object. 



.furnish 
They will a t the . earl i est moment atter their return you 

/'-

with a detailed report which I think will be entirely satisfactory, 

Lt Dawson wi t h eight soldi ers and myself who had been ord red to 

accompany the delegation parted from them on the 10~h In~ on Leau 

Blue and directed our co~se I .E for the Head of the south Fork 

of the Canadian, the i nclemency of the weather and di~ficulty of 

procuring subsistence for our selves & Horses compelled us to 

change our course tor the Kiamiohi Valley and return by way or 

Fort Smith notwithst anding every exertion, we were compelled to 

leave two Hors s one public and the other mine, we used every 

industry t o get in on account of Cap~ King who had been very ill 
survive 

all the trip and was scarcely expected to 8•~-eve•, he is how-

ever her e (Hote: torn paper) mend and will take the first con

veyance by water for home , I would be glad to know whether I 

am not entitled t o pay for my horse under t he circumstances and also 

transportation a s I .f'urnished myself, I will esteem it a tavou1· to 

receive your advi ce on the subject, please offer my kindest regards 

to Gen! Jackson & Major Bar rey I am, Sir Y~ Ob~ Serv~ 

J . w. Baylor Afs~ Surg9 

u s. army 

Ron. J ohn H Eaton 

Secr etary War 

Was hingt on Ci t y 

\. 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws (Rmigr. ) Dr .J.W. Baylor I s he entitled to 
pa'J tor horse lost on exploring expedi t ion·. ) 
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Dear General 

Yazoo Choctaw Nation 

~a r ch lo~h 1831 

You are no doubt apprised of a party in Col . Leflores dis 

trict who bec ame opposed to him on account of his having made a 

Treaty.- This party has lately met and elected Mr . Geo ge w. 
Harkins as their chief and says they w 11 not recognize Col . 

Leflore as chi ef for the time to come. Capt . Harkins is quite 
man 

a promising young ~ and may be useful to his people when they get 

of the Mifsifsippi, and he gete arives to a proper age to admin

ister to the wants of a neady people . but at present he i e cal -
large 

culated t o injure them as a part of the district will not ackno7-
" 

ledge him as along as Col . Leflore will serve .- and I hope for 

t he prosperity of Mifsifsippi , and the good of the unfortunate 

and ignorant Choctaws . that you will inform them they have no 

power to make chiefs within the limits of the State of Mifs fsip

pi and advise them to dispence with it untill they get to their 

new home in the west . by their late act they h ve laid themselves 

laable to a fine of 1000 - and 12 months impr~ sment and should 

the law be enforced it wouid ruin every man of them, as it is 
. 

known they are oppos ed to the Treaty .- I am informed that Capt 

Harkins tells the indians if they can hold out for fou years 

(I suppose he aludes untill you go out of office) they can then 

hold thei r country. Such talk is calculated to distroy the ig

norant part of the nation . if Col. Leflore is dismifsed from 

office by the goverment there will be at once a general opposi 

tion to the Treaty. Should the Treaty fail to be ratifi ed by 



the present Senate a strate talk from you to the fractured 

party will at once silence them .~ 

You will finde Col . Leflore to the end a firm high 

minded honorable fri end.- this i s all in confidence . 

I have t he honor to be 

Your friend Obt . Servt. 

D. . Haley 

(1831 Choctaws D.W. Haley to the President . The Choctaws have 
elected G. W.Harkins as chief . Urges speedy removals . Suggests 
he be appointed to receive & sell cattl e beloning to Choctaws . 
etc.) · 



Aprille the l~ t 1831 Choctaw Agency 

To his Excellency Andrew Jackson presidert of the us 

of Amaraca 

Sir I adrefs you a s my father friend and brother to In-

form you that I myself and all the warriers women and children 

that lives withi n the limit s of my command has made up their 

mind·s and Determi ned ~e to Stay at their homes and I wish you t o 

write and let me know whither we have to come under the laws of 

the State wherein we Reside or not we wish you to Do all you 

can for us and mak e us as happy as pofsible . any and all the 

warr·iers that wishes to Stay and come under my banners I shall 

take them by the hand and protect them as far as I pofsibly can 

I want you to let me know what Quant ty of land you will allow 
I 

10::;' 

for me and my people we have always had about two hundred warriers 
A 

at my command and they have the most of them wives and children 

more or lefs I have nothing . more to say but I hope our great 
above 

fatherAwill blefs and protect us i n our ovm country if it pleases 

our great Father feiend an Brother to let us Remain in peace 

where we are no more but I ~emain your son & f r iend and Brother--
his 

Hopiaskitenah or little Leader x 
mark 

Hopiahthlocko 

Nockhatah 

Anumbula 

Iahocautubbee 

(OIA: 1831 Cboctawg Little Leader to the President. 
to remain in the East with his party.) 
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Choctaw Nation April 4th 1831 

Dear Sir 

My object in writing t o you is to know, whether the supple 

ment, to the Tr eaty was al so confirmed - I have seen in papers 

that the Choct aw Tr eaty was Rat ified .- but have been at a lof s 

to know whether t he Suppl ement , that was granting to certain 

persons, r eservations, was al so confirmed . You will pleas e to 

be so good as to inf orm me of all the particulars respecting the 

Treaty - It i s the wi sh of my people , that I would, move them . 

Well, and furnish them wi th provisions on their way to their 

new home s ; - I would be willing to move one thousand if govern

ment would pay me well for my trouble . 

I have explored the country west of the Mississ i ppi River, 

and find the d i stance to be about Five hundred miles from our 

Count r y to the other--

at do y ou ~hink , gove nment would allow me for each Choc 

taw, If I woul d move them to the i r new homes and furnish them 

with plent y of pr ovi sions?- I beli eve I can move one thousand 

from my dis trict a s cheap as any body , and I know I could give 

mo~e satisfaction than any othe person , as I am part Choct w 

myself, and h ave been raised among them - The most of the Choc-
. 

taws will go off v ery well satisfied i f they ha~e good leaders 

to conduct ·th em ove r to t he i r new homes; but if t hey cannot be 

allowed t he l iberty o f s elec ting whom they please for the i r head 

men, the Choctaws wi ll never go west, I beli eve they will final 

ly go to destruction if they cannot ha ve t h ings as they want it . 



I will now draw to an end by hoping t o Re ceive an answer f rom 

you before long . 

Your f r i end 

George W. Harkins 

(Not e : Above l et t er was addressed to John H. Eaton, Secretary 
of War . ) 

(OIA: 1831 Choct aws ( Emigr . ) Geo . W. Hark ns as supplement 
t o treaty ratifi ed . ould like cont ract to r emove 1000 Choc 
taws, etc. ) 



At C. Jezan 

May 22th 1831 

To Mr G. Gaines. 

Dear Si r 

This is to inform you . that we the people of the 

Southern d istri ct wish you to do the business for us .· although 

Chief, Ni thickachee himself will be at your house and see about 

the business which we want you to do for us - But he base no 

interpreters f or him - Therefore we think it proper to send the 

letter to l et you know ·- He was about to take Capt . Pierre 

Jezan with h i m, when he goes . But himself is nqw unwell on the 

account of Shot i ng himself by an aR excidence he was after the 

wild cow in the swamps and the cow was very Shy and danger there 

fore She ran up t o him attemp to Stab with her horn - Then he was 

determine to shoot her But the pistle was unloaded then he began 

to load the pis t l e on the hor se he just finish the loadi~g she 

fire off and wound his right hand between . thumb and little fin-

gers, and one of the little f i ngers, bone is show . On this ac 
his 

count he could not come there and interprete he could not use~ 

hand and . writ e with I sa1 Col . ~ Ward at the councilground 5 

days ago. 2 Miles on the North from the place ~hich last treaty 

was h eld He says he is directed by the Sec . of war to inform 

us That he wants to let us have annuity in money, or If we paid 

the freight ourself then he would le t us have in goo a- - But I 

told him that I could no t say anyt!1ing wi thout I see you what 

you think therefore I wish t o know whither you would be willing 

for us to pay t he f re i ght ours elf or not -- He says it would be 

I . 



cost us about 1 00$ for each di strict to the lowest price - we 

conside r you as a gr eat friend to us therefore you might not 

charge us any thing - This was our reason ve did not say any

thing about i t unt i ll we know we whether you would charge us -

We should like to have annui ty soon as possible we can 

I am directed by my own warriors and Captains to inform 

you they are determine to go west in next fall on this reason -

they wish you to finish them with Blankets, Lead Powder and the 

Cloth t o make tents with - - which will be paid on the other 
whether 

side of Mi ssissippi -- We wish to know you could furnish with 
• 

provisi ons for us -- And in fact we want you to ·let us know at 

where we shall get our provision according to the Sec . of Var,s 

promis s -- We are now still wish you to be our agent and do the 

t h ings f or us you relect that John H. Eaton prom ssed that 

h e would f urni sh us with wagons and steamboats . and now we 

should like to know where we are to have wagons and steamboats 

at. We want you to inform us about all t hese things - - We the 
be 

people of t he Southern district have appointed me to Atheir Chref 
in the year ago 

tiitAspring~nd now they are still with me 

Yours very s incerely 

Nittuckachee 

Chief of the Southern 

Dear ir 

I want you to send me a qr-~ paper f or we are 

now out of pape r and we need v ery much 

Mr G. s. Gaines 

n Your friend and well- wisher 
LV' 

Pi er re Jeza.n 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws ( Emigra .) David Folsom Wishes Deringer 
~itles for emigrants from his nation.) 



Hon. Sec¥ of War 

Friend and Brother 

Choctaw Nat ion June 16th 1831 

We t ake the liberty to write to you in our o'vn names, as 
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we believe that you will re ce i ve a few lines from us your Red 

Brothers. We wi sh to let you know that one of us say Nittucachee 

has ·been t o see our land west of the Mississippi and am fully 

satisfied with our bargain as made by treaty with Mefs:s Eaton 

and Coffee . We are now ready to remove and give up our Country 

here and comply with all the conditions of the treaty . Now we 

reques t that you wi ll on your part as soon as convenient comply 

with all the p r ovisions named in the treaty . In the first place 

we were pr omi sed good and faithful person s to take care of our 

old men and woman , Now ou old Agent says he will never go be 

yond the Miss i s sippi and we wi sh you to appoint George S. Gains 

to conduct us t o our new homes, also we wish the guns to be given 

t o our warrio r s as the place they may cross the Mississippi . also 

our cat t le as many as can be drove that may desire it . We wish 

that arr angement s may be i mmed ately made respecting providing 

for our Journey . I t seems to us right that the agent might let 

all those people who were entitled to Land under the cultivat i on 

provision of t he treaty ent er their names now as some were 

neglected and t he time has expir d and Col Ward thinks he is 

not at liberty t o make further ent r i es after the first of Jan

uary. We wish you t o g i ve us d i rections about this matter 

also your general vi e ws on t he diffe r ent parts of the treaty . 

It appears t hat but few cl early understand some parts of the 

Treaty, and we want every t hing r ight. We can sell our claims 

to the White people but some difficulty is about the President 



approving of the sales - We think that now more than one half the 

nation will go of this fall if they can get away before cold 

wether. We wish you to send Nittucachee a medal, and small 

arms for each Capta~n w4o is to have a sword . Also 3 larger 

for each Speaker to the districts. We have agreed that Col 
of 

Leflors, district is to settle on the East Si de Kimbisher 
~ ' west ' 

Nittucachee on the ~¢}ij{'){ side Mushu.latubbee on the Arkansas 

River. The Sect . of War promised Nit tucachee a sword which 

he expects . It appears that more of us will go all the way by 

land if we can ge t of in time before the Waters rises - It is 

expected that some of us wi l l furnish our o\m provi sions in ·that 

case we expect that the U. States will allow us pay as much as 

i t would cost government . Twelve of the 99 medal s we wish one 

size larger than the Balance . It is the understanding that 

all the Captains i n the Southern distrfct wi sh that Mi·ngo 

Nitt ucachee may continue their C~ief beyond the Mis sissippi 

as wel l as i n this Country, and desire the officers of the U. 

St a t es may acknowledge him as such - We wish t o know the reasons 

fo r your giving the agent directions· that our annuity Transpoua

tion i s to be paid by us and not as heretofore , We wish goods 

and have given orders to Mr . Gains to purchase them whi ch he 
is 

has done and will give them to us as soon as corn ripe . And 

t he ~gent gets the money to pay for them . We wish the gover.nnent 

may furnish us with the Black Smiths this fall in our new 

count ry as we shall need much work for our farmers We must 

r a ise cor n and not depend on h~t ing as we are accus tomed to 

live like white pe ople and cannot l ive by hunting wild game . 



we find upon counting up the name s registered in the Agents 

book there is 53 shor t of the Si xteen hundred provided for 

by the cultiva t ion pr ovi s i on in the treaty which we wish to have 

the right to f i ll up the whole number e wish also for you to 

furnish us t ents . We have the honour to remain your friends and 

Brothers , 

Test Mushuletubbee his x mark 

M. Mackey US . Int:r. Netuckeche his x mark 

Mingo Mu,shu , le,tub,bee his mark 

Mingo Netuckeche his mark 

Capt Hopeanchahabbee his mark 

{OIA: 1831 Choc t aws {Emigr• ) Choctaw Chiefs . Pleased with 
lands in west. Request P. P. Pitchlynn be appo i nted to conduct 
them thither. ) 
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Tuscaloosa, lathJune 1831 

Hon1 • John H. Eaton 

Secretary or War. 

Sir: 

I have this morning parted with George s . Gaines Esq: 

and from a full conversation had with him I deem it my duty un

der the instruct ions given to suggest to the department the pro

priety of inviting Ala Mf Gaines to accompany the indians from 
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the east side of the river to their new homes. At the treaty it was 

understood he he should go e along to see justice done them and 

to prevent them from being forced or rashly pushed. as they say 

through the Mud, he does not wish to go but says he feels bound 

to do so: If' invited , provided he can wi thout too great a sacrifice. 

He says what is t~e that even if he could not go that the indians 

then would not blame the goverment without it a bad effect might 

be produced- the indians have been writing Mt Gaines to know If 

be will go with them or not, every thing that has been done is 

approved or by M: Gaines - as to all the preparatory arrangements 

but he tears that without him or unleta it is offered on the part 

ot the goverment they will not go at least not so muoh satisfied, 

In this M: Gaines is too honest for any thing of self as he does 

not wish to or intend to be their agent at their new ~omes. 
this 

I offer/\ suggestion w1 th due detrerence for· the considers-

tion or the department, If' approved ot would it not be well for 

the agent to inform the indiana through their chiefs - that M:: 

Gaines had been invited to accompany them agreeable to the 

verbal understanding at the treaty-- and that he woulrd take up 

the line of march the l~t or September - and that he would see 



that good sound rations were furnished them and that every atten

tion should be paid to their comfort, and that he was going, on 

the part of the indians, without having any labour to perform for 

the goverment, He would keep peace, it would have a good effect, 

with the other tribes-- and have a tendency to keep down ground

lets clamour, from those opposed to their emigration--

! have this moment parted with Senator King he agrees 

with me as to the propriety of this cout'se and says in a tew days 

he will drop a line to the President, If approved. the sooner 

the order is given the agent the better, I will enter on my du

ties - in two days; fitting out at the factory 

I have the honor to 

be Your Obed . s ·ervt 

F. w. Armstrong 

PS. Please addrets my letters to the agency --

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws (Emigr) F.W.Armstrong Imiians wish G.S. 
Gaines to acoompan7 them to the West. Wishes agent directed 
to pay LtFlores A/C.} 
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Post of A:rkansas 

27 July 1831 

Sir 

I arrived here last evening in the St: Boat Volant with 

the Indian subsistence for Little Rock, & owing to the shoalness 

ot the riYer have been obliged to land the supplies & store them 

with Mr Hewes Scull until transportation can be procured. I shall 

aa soon as the storage is effected leave for Little Rook in order 

place the funds sent by me, in the hands of Supt Clark. During the 

low water period I know of mo place more eligible than this for the 

disembarkation of Indians from Memphis & Vicksburg. ~ey would 

with the aid of waggons now lying at the mouth of White RiYer be 

able to reach the upper oountrJ by Little Rook & Hempstead C.H. 

with ease in a reasonable time. Should the Department make this 

place a landing for the em1g~ants, the provisions now in store 

here would be opportunely deposited & as this letter will go by 

the Steamboat to Louisville a different disposition might be 

directed in time. 

The wagons are very strong well made & will be a long 

ttme aerYioeable in transporting provisions & stores-- A~out 20 
to L. Rock 

to run from this place, ~lO to Camp Phenix (old Port Towson) & 

10 to Port Smith from Little Rook.-- It 1a very important that 

points or embarkation should be tixed & I beg to be permitted 

to recommend Memphis & Vicksburg for this point & Batohez for 

(Rapides or Red Rive~) Alexandria or perhaps it would be more 

adYantageoua to send them all through this plaoe I have heard 

'' 
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nothing of Leflor e & have been unable to learn any thing respecting 

him from any person here or at White River . It is very sickly down 

the river & very few St eam Boats running so that some delay must be 

anticipated in my excursion to the Choctaw nation. 

With an afsu rance of my best endeavors to faci l itate & 

effect the removal of the Indians I remain Yr . very ob . Sert 

Will S. Col quhoun 

Spec~ In . Ag~ 

P.S. I have to remark in relation to bond that on being turnished 

with a blank one , the necessary securit y will be given without delay. 

Resply w.s .c. 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws (Emigration Wm.s . colquhoun Transportation. ) 



sa.! S. Hamilton Esq: ) 
) 

Chief Clerk Indian Office) 

Di Sirl 
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s~e Genevieve M~ 

July 27th 1831.--

Your two letters of the 24~h & 25~h March last came to 

hand in time, I have delayed to communicate on this subject up to 

now, so as to be the better prepared. The letter ot ~ Ward, A~ 

for the Chaotaw Indians to the War Department dated 28. feby--

1831. a copy of which you enclosed me in your last letter, says 

positively that the chiefs & hedmen, acknowledged the tact ot 

plundering my property and that the damage & outrage was committed 

by a part1 of their tribe under the command of the late chief 

Puabmattahaw, on the Arkansas River in the winter of 1806 & 1807. 

which exactly agree with what I had stated. M~ ard, goes still 

further, he says that the chiefs & hedmen of the nation acknowledge 

the tact, & that the transaction was notoriously known in the na

tion at the time & they remembered it well now notw1th$tanding the 

lapse of time. This, Sir, is perhaps the best evidence I could 

haTe that the amount ot property lost by me, must have been 

large since it made, & still makes such impretsion on the na-

tion, considering the length of time & the distance from the 

Chactaw nation to the Upper Arkansas River. M~ Ward, tells me 

1n his letter or 28. Pebrua17 1831. in answer to mine of 224 

Janua~ last, and which you enclosed me in yours ot 24. March 

laat, nearly the same things as he says to the Department, but 

remarks that the Indiana 1n acknowledging the tact of the out-
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rage & damages and or belng the aggraf'sors cannot say to what amount 

there was property destroyed but Sirl the general tenor of both his 

letters to you & to me proves evidently that the amount must have 

been great. M! Ward, in his letter to me makes t he following re

mark "If you know to what amount the Chactaws destroyed, it will 

"be no bar against you not knowing the amount in this office, as 

"all the hedmen acknowledge that they did destroy your property 

"about the time you mention, but do not know to what am~" 

I have .now in my pofsetsion affidavits which establish the 

amount of' property lost at no leta than six thousand Dollars. I 

haTe also a certified copy by the proper officer, of the bound 

giTen at the time for the fai t hful performance of the condition 

of the Licence granted at the time to trade with Indians on the 

Arkansas River, The original Licence having been taken away with 

my other papers at the time of the outrage. 

The amount of property lost by me at that time was no 

leta tban Six thousand DollRrs, besides good many other articles, 

and the property of the expedition which would have ~ounted to 

at least three thousand Dollars more, making in all none thous-

and Dollars; This sum would at the time barely paid me for my 

property, and (Note: A seal over some words) is justly owing to me. 

I wish you would be so good as to inform me what I am to 

expect, What I have to do, and how I shall proceed. I ~ afsured 

that yourself & the honorable secretary at War will admit that 

this claim is one of the moat juat and equitable ever presented 

to the government. 
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me 
I will ask or you to be so kind as to make~an answer as 

soon as convenient. 

I am Sir 

Your Yery humble serv~ 

Joseph Bogy 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws James Bogy Old claim.) 



Little Rock 

4 August 1831 

Sir I arrived here this morning with the funds & subsistence 

tor Capt Clark & as soon as possible shall proceed hence to 

Vicksburg the nearest point on the Mississippi to communicate 

with the Choctaw Agency. At that point I beg leave strongly to 

recommend the pr1no1pal embarkation tor this route. The trans

portation to be made in small steam boats; the landing to be as 

high up this river as practicable towards Fort Smith. The 

waggons to be employed ·with such part~es which may land at the 

Post o~ Arkl and at this place through Hempstead c House to the 

Choctaw country. The road recommended by M~ Gaines to be opened 

to Helena is impracticable & the route by Memphis is extremely 

difficult & much out of the way. The fact is that the heavy 

Pennsylvania waggons purchased for the service would never be · 

useful in the low swampy country of the Mississippi 

It is believed that to facilitate the emigration & effect

ually accomplish it, that steam boats drawing a light draught of 

water should be chartered & the Indians in convenient number ren-

4esvoused at Vicksburg Katchez or Memphis & landed on this river, 
may be in readiness 

where land transportation & provisions I shall write more full 

on this subject from Vicksburg where I shall remain a short time 

& where I shall expect letters to reach me. 

The season is Yery sickly & I do not think any time is 

lost by dela7 growing out or a want or decision as to the route 

as later in the season the want of water & the oppression or hot 

weather will not be telt & a more matl~e disposition or the move-

1 2G 



ment established. By tomorrows mail I will forward my receipt for 

the tunds with which I now stand charged at the Treasury 1nd1vid

uall'1 

Hoping to receive at Vicksburg f'ul-.ther communications, 

I remain 

Gen. George Gibson 

Com.y Gen or S 

Very r.esply 

Yr: ob: Ser~ 

vf!l s. Colquhoun 

121.'· · 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws (Emigration) Wm. s. Colquhoun transportation) 



Florence Al~ 21~t Augt . 1831. 

Sir 

Although the enclosed letter is addrefsed to me , as one 

of the U. States C omm~r i n holding the late treaty with the 

Choctaw Nation , and perhaps not intended by the writer M~ Lyon 

to be sent to you, yet I deem it most proper to enclose it t¢ 
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f~~ least perchance the addrefs of Col . Gaines did not reach you--

It i s correct that Major Eaton the late Secretary of War, 

and mys elf did propose and urge Cot Gaines to ~ccept the app~mt 

of traveling Agent with the deligation of Choctaws , who were to 

examine the country west of Mifsi and determine the place for 

t h e nation to settle on &C . and it is also a fact that co! Gaines 

was induced to believe that he would be appointed to a further 

agency with the Choctaws, either i n removing them to their new 

countr y in the west , or of being located there with them after 

thei r removal, he expected the influence of the Secty of War 

to t hat effect with the President, and under those imprefsions 

I presume he has commi tted himself with the Indians of the deli

gation, further than he otherwise would, or might have done, 

and which is probably the cause of their continuing to urge him, 

to procure them full payment for that service-- It is very de

sirabl e that those accounts shall be paid as early as pofsible , 

and the I ndians provided ror in their journey of removal, so 

as to dr aw them of f from their present country to the new one , 

and t hereby carry wi th them many of the Chi ckasaws who are inter

mari ed wi th the Choctaws - we shall thereby get the influence 

of all who are thus connected of both nations , in bringing 



about an agFement for the Chickasaws to settl e on the Choctaw 

lands upon some terms or other - Co~ Gaines is a very influen

tial man with the Choctaws, they have generally more confidence 

in him than in any other white man , they urged Major Eaton to 

appoint him their traveling agent, and their permanent agent -

and in that way he promised to us e his influence with the 

President, and which seems to have been a disappointment to 

him - but of this he does not , nor has he any right to com

plain, the pres i dent bas the right to appoint any person he 

prefers, notwithstanding the Sect¥ of War r ecommends some other 

person - but inasmuch as Co~ Gaines has not been app~ed to any 

further service with the Chocta s , I would respectfully suggest 

the propriety of speedily relieving him from his engagements 

while on the exploring tour , &C . 

Pursuant to instructions from the President I have been 

endeavouring to effect an arrangement between the Chickasaws 
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& Choctaws, whereby the former may be settled in the Country 

allotted to the latter on some terms which may be agreable to 

both nations-- I am as yet unable to say what will be the result . 

to obtain that desirable object i t is ~ecetsary to do every thing 

we can to quiet their minds & keep them in the most friendly 

feelings towai·ds the U. States . You shall be kept advised of all 

information I obtain on that subject from time to time, as I 

receive it--

I have the ~onor to be Sir with great respect 

The Hon. Your obt. Sevt. 

Sect¥ of War Jn9 Coffee 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaw~ (Emigr.) Hpn.John Coffee, Comr. Rel. to 
pay for Gaines & exploring party to the West .) 



Demopo~is , Alabama 

3q September . 1831 . 

Sir, 

The Commifsary General of Subsistence has transmitted to me 

the appointment of "Special Agent of the War department to Super

intend the Collec tion of the emigrating Chaktaws, and their re

moval and subsistence to the West bank of the M1fsifs1pp1 . " 
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Had t his appointme~t been made shortly after the ratifica

tion of the late Treaty with the Chaktaws I should have accepted 

it with plea sure , as then, I should have been Confident that the 

ample time af forded for preparation, would have ensur-ed a perform

ance of t he duties of the trust to the satisfaction of the Indians 

and the government -

I need not conceal from you sir , that in acceptin it at this 

late day, I feel a reluctance , which nothing but a sense of duty , 

and t he nec efs ity for the immediate services of an authorized 

agent of t he gov •t in the removal of the Indians, would enable 

me to overcome-

! am sensible of the great importance of putting the emigrants 

in motion s o as to ena le them to reach their new Country before the 

winter sets in- and am aware that lof s would accme (sic) to the 

gov't, and that much embarrafsment and confusion would be the con

sequence of delay in r emoving a portion of the Indians this fall-

I am also s ens i ble tha t the happinefs and prosperity of th Indians 

woul d be consulted by t heir ea r ly removal and settlement beyond 

t he reach of t he jurisdic t ion of the St ate and Terri torial gov-

ernment.-



Theee considerations induce me to forego my own interest 

and inclination and undertake to discharge the duties of the 

appointment- I cannot however, promise to spend more than two 

months of my time in the wood s t his fall, as I had, under a be

lief that the gov•t had lost sight of the intimation given the 

Indians at the late Treaty, by your predecefso r , that they would 

be removed unde r my superintendance, made engagements to spend 

the ensuin wint er in Mobile - I can however with conveni ence 

spend the latter part of the next summer and fall in this service

! hope, that, with the aid of the Troops on the Yazoo to 

open the road thro' the Mi fsifsippi Swamp, the emigrants desiring 

to go this fall may be crofsed over the Mifsifsippi early in 

November- I would respectfully suggest that orders be immediate-

ly transmitted to the commanding officer there to open such roads 

as may be r equ ired-

I will request him today by exprefs to have the Mifsifsippi 

Swamp examined with a vi ew to roads leading from the Chaktaw 

Agency to Helena, and from the neig~borhood of Col Lafleurs on 

t he Yazoo to a point on the Mifsifsippi near or below the mouth 

of Arkansaw- you are aware that to open, roads thro' the Mifs . 

Swamp will be an ardous duty the swamp be ing from 50 to 80 miles 

wide, and I know of no means of opening the roads except by aid 

of the Troops- T~ere is no time to be lost, and I undertake the 

superintendance with the full est reliance upon the most liberal 

support from the War department-

Hon~le Lewis Cats 

Secy of War Washington 

Vith great r espect 

Yr obt St 

Geo. s . Gaines 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws (Emigration) Geo.S.Gaines,Supt.to Cross River. 
Appointment.) 

1 ') - , 
(_. , .) 



Demopol i s, Ala-

3? September 1831 . 

Sir, 

I have duly r eceived your favor of the 13~h ul t . with ita 

enclosures and hasten to reply t o it-

The appoint ment of Speci al Agent of the War department to 

superintend t he collection and removal of the Chaktaw Indians as 

tar as the West Bank of the Mifsifsippi River" enclosed with your 

letter. I have been induced to accept with no smal~ degree of 

reluctance: but this reluctance will not in the least interfere 

with the zealous and faithful performance of the public service 

required of me to the best of my judgment and ability- -

The service will be attended with great difficulties: but 

with the ai d of your liberal instructions, and of the troops 

stationed on t he Yazoo River in opening roads through the Mifsif

sippi Swamp , I hope to overcome them so far at least as to send 

Cap~ Cl a r k as many emigrants about the l~t November as he can 

move to t hei r new Country before the winter rains render the 

roads diff i cult to pafs with waggons and families -- . 

I am inf ormed that Mingo Mushulatubbee and his adherents 

have decided t o emi grate to the Arkansaw part of their tract

They I think s hould collect at the Chaktaw Agency and proceed 

by Memphi s or Helena--

Those r e siding in the Southern par t of the Nation and com

posing more than two thirds of the pupulat i on des i re to emigrate 

to the Red River part of their tract and insist they ought to 

o:rota the Mi f s ifs i ppi lower down,- perhaps below the mouth of 
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Arkansas - Intel l i gent half breeds who have travelled from La

fleurs on the Ya zoo t hrough the swamp to a point on Mifsifsippi 

below the mouth of Arkansas and thence by Washington to old 

Fort ~eWRseR Tows on i ns is t that t hey ught to be removed by 

that rout. I will des patch an exprefs today to Mr Colquhoun 

at Rankin Mi. and to the Commanding Officer of the Troops said 

to be st~tioned t here or near that place , requesting the latter 

gentleman to have the two routs mentioned examined immediately 

and to take measures for opening roads and preparing ferries 

for waggons t o pafs both as soon as pofsible- This you are aware 

will be a conside r a ble 'work and could hardly be accomplished in 

time by any other means than by active Troops - I should think 

that a suffici en t force after the ground for the road shall have 

been fixed upon & marked out could open them in time for the 

emigrants by having ten days start of the waggons- Some sawyers 

and carpenters would have to be sent forward however to build 

ferry Boats at one or more deep water Course, to be found on the 

lower rout in the Mi fsifs i ppi Swamp- The emigrants should if 
swamp 

practicabl e enter the Mifs ifs1ppi by the 15 of October: but I 

shall not fix upon t he times and places of Collecting them until 

my exprefs retur ns from Rankin with such information as Mr Col

quhoun may be able t o give me i n relation to the roads desired 

to be opened t hrough the Mifsi fs ippi Swamp , the prospect of ob

taining waggons & subsi s t ence there and other useful information-

! shall however, immediately employ two tempera y afsistants 

to visit the principal settlements in Mingo Mushulatubbee & 
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Netucheichee • s districts fo the purpose of difseminating the 

information contained in your circular which you have directed 

me to addrefs to the chiefs and others, and to ascertain as 

nearly as may be the number who may wish to emigrate this fall , 

and shall charge Mr Colquhoun to have the like service performed 

in Col Lef l eurs d i strict without lofs of time-

I t has been suggested to me that the Yazoo River would per

haps admit of Steam Boats ascending as high up as Lafleurs, and 

that t he emigrants could be carried from thence in Steam Boats 

to t he Wes t Bank of the Mifsifsippi or perhaps to old Post Arkan

saw, but I doubt of the fact of the Yazoo eing navigable uring 

the f all months for Stearn Boats. It has been further suggested 

t hat perhaps it would be better than to attempt to carry them 

t h r ough the Mifsifsippi Swamp to take them in waggons down to 

Vi ck sburg and thence in steam Boats up the Mifsifsippi to Point 

Checot or old Post Arkansaw- Mr Colquhoun will be instructed to 

collect and forward me all the information in hiw power also upon 

these suggestions , and you may rely upon my adopting the routes 

and modes of travelling which in my j udgment may be the least 

expens ive to the government and most agreeable to the emigrants 

i n confor.mi ty to the late Treaty- I incline at this moment how

ever t o believe that the road mentioned through the Mifsifsippi 

Swamp ought to be opened immediately in any event , as even 

sHould the Yazoo be found navigable in the fall months for 

St eam Boat s , which I very much doubt, the roads would notwithstand

ing be indi s pensable for the accommodation of such as may choose 

t o go their own way , and over which to drive their stock & Ponys--



So soon as I obtain the necef sary information to enable me 

to make estimates of the probable expenditures for removal this 

fall I will make and fo rward the same to you- It would be well to 

have five thousand dollars placed to my credit n the office of 

the Sank of t he United States at Mobile and a like sum in the 
immediately 

State Bank of Mifsifs i ppi at Natchez as the provisions will be 

principally purehased from I ndians and the money must be paid as 

the provisions are received . 

I shall keep you constantly advised of my operations -

! write in haste - and have the honor to be respectfully 

Col: Geo. Gibson 

Commifsary Gen~ 

of Subsistence 

Yr obt Servt -

Geo. S . Gaines 

(OIA: 1831 Choct aws (Emi gration) Geo.S.Gaines , Supt . to 
cross river. Appoi ntment. ) 



Choctaw Agency 4~~ Sep . 1831 

Sir 

I wrote by last mail since which time I have confered 

with Mushulatubbe & Col . G. Leflore i person. They have both 

ag~eed to move in Waggons t o Vicksburg & to anchester the lat

ter 60 miles up Yazoo Ri ver - excepting those who wish to pack 

& march through by Chicot. Col. Leflore does not wish any con

ductors sppt~ - he advi~es that I should be stationed at Vicks -

13 0/ 

burg as soon as all the arrangements are made . He wi hes the march 
take place 

to ee-ma&e immediately . It is desirable that the allowance to 

those who move over on their own resources be made known to 

them. Mushulatubbe has recommended three conductors to be ap

pointed in his district; these men to go along & to attend to 

the fur nishing of the parties with provisions & conducting them 

through. I have requested the Chief to organize the people to 

be moved in Companies of 100 persons large & small with a Cap-
be assigned 

tain for each to whom will ~ #al~ the task of receiving & distribut-

ing the rations. I think two or at most three waggons to each 

company will be required . Meshulutubbe re commends Peter P. 

Pitchlynn Thomas Wall & Samt Garland as the three conductors 

or agents he wishes to be employed - they are very intelligent 

smsrt young men & can give any amount of security as they in-

form me. 

Capt Joel Nail who is here from Nethuckhadjers district 

is willing to engage to remove out of that district east of 

Pearl river any number of emigrants to Vicksbu~g at a fair 

price. Will you please say whether you will permit that mode 



& how much you will allow for each company of 100 persons _ He 

will furnis h waggons & provisions. A majority of Nethuckcad

jies distric t will be about 150 miles from Vicksburg . Capt 

Nail requires no advances but would expect to be paid at Vicks

burg on the embarkation of the emigrants from that place . I 

am of opinion the mode proposed by Capt Nail (who is fully 

capable of the performance) a good one & will save infinite 

trouble I therefore have to request whether you will permit 

similar arrangements throughout • . 

Col. Leflore informs me he has written fully to you on 

the subject of removal. His letter to me in answer to mine is 

herewith enclosed. The chiefs are at this moment here & harmony 

seems to prevail - the people are all anxious to go and will 

wait with great impatience for the marching order to be given . 

As Col. Ward is under bonds already to the Governm nt 

& very willing to engage in the business he would be a safe 

depository of the fund s & of their proper disbursement - I do 

not however shrink from any part o the duty as I have before 
thing 

stated am willing to do any I am directed. The Indians expect 
~ 

the waggons to go round to their houses, to rendezvous at points 

on the main road & proceed in a body to Vicksburg . Persons 

both Indians & white men are anxious to contract for waggons , 

for Beef & corn it will therefore as the time is growing 

short be necefsary to give every facility to the means & 

authority required . 

Those parti es who pack & go through with their horses b 

Chicot must have a disbursing agent. I beg leave therefore to 
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request instruct i ons to that effect . I have just been informed 

that the Chiefs & headmen & warriors of the nation have recom

mended Major F . W. Armstrong for their Agent to the President· 

need not I p r esume prevent any arrangement with Col . ward who 

will be invaluabl e wi th his services, arrangement, responsibility 

& acquaintance with this Country in the business I shall write 

by every mail & present for your consideration every suggestion 

which may occu r to my mind relative to the concern & close this 

communication by barely observing that until the spring of the 

year the greater part of the Cattle cannot be herded for valua

tion & sale- Be pleased to inform me whether if the Choctaws 

will be allowed the same number & des cription of cattle in 

Arkansas t h at they give up in this Country . M~ Douglass who was 

appointed to value & sell the Cattle is here very sick . The s ale 

of them after the manner of his instructions would re sult in a 

total loss to t he Gov~ it is respectfully suggested therefore 

that a party of I ndian s be employed to drive them to Arkansas 

where owing to the emi grat i on a great increase in the price of 

beef must necefsarily be exp ected . A contract might be entered 

into in each d i strict for dri ving them over . The request made 

in my last for tent s & Blankets & hard bread to be sent to Vicks

burg I have aga in to repeat & hope it wil l be complied with . · 5 

or 600 Bbls bread I do not think will be too much . 

I calculate on t heir Rendezvou s on the road to Vicksburg . 

The first Mushulat ubbe s a t t hi s place . Col . Leflores near Doaks 

Stand & Nithuckcadjie s at or nea r Jackson i n the State of Mis s is-
• 



sippi 100 mil es sout h of the agency. The waggons to be at 

those points loaded, the Rolls made out & provisions i ssued . 

Myself or some other person to go ahead & have the steam boats 

:ready. &9 

I am Si r 

Yr. very ob . s er~ 

wrp. s . Colquhoun 

Special Indian Agent 

Gen. Geo. Gibson 

Com. Gen . of S 

I have written t o Capt Clark to have Boats for f er r iage & a 

supply of provisions ready at Poi nt Chicot . 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaw (Emi gration) 
Transportation. ) 

rv . s.c • 

. S . Col quhoun and G. LeFlor e 



Bon~le Lena Cats.) 
) 

Secretar7 o~ Wa~ ) 

Sit-1 

S~e Genevieve 

you 

0 th 1" M. 18. Oot. 1831. 

Permit me to addrers these lines on the following subject. 

When I waa a ~esident of the Post of Arkansas and while in the 

winter ot 1807. I was trading or on the point or begin1ng to trade 

with the Osage Indians on the Arkansas River by virtue of a Licence 

granted by the then authority, I was met by a numerous parti or 

Chaetaw Indians at peace with the Uni t ed States who Robbed, 

destroyed & took away all and every piece of property I had, & 

lett me in that then wild - wilderness destitute or every thing. 

'!'he origin&l papers affidavits &2 concerning my claim were 

some years afterwards lodged in the Indian Office at Washington 

city. The officer at the head of that Bureau wrote that they were 

sent, or to be sent to the Chactaw Agent, for information & for 

him to report, but several years having pafsed away without any 

report being made, notwithstanding my inquiries, and being myself 

at Washington city last winter I made the neoetsarr 1nquil'1 & 

round that those papers had not been sent to that agent or it sent 

not received by htm, and were entirely lost or mislaid. I then 

requested Mt Hamilton to write to M; Ward the agent for the Chao

taw, tor information concerning those papers and also in relation 

to the Plunder committed on my property by the Chaotaw Indians, 

& wrote -rself to Kr Ward, concerning the transaction & gave htm 

the time & place whe~e the out~age was committed. The result, 
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was that the chiefs & headmen of the nation in council acknowledged 

themselves to be the aggretsors & admitted the fact ot Robbing me 

at the time & place stated by me, & even named the chief (Push

mattahaw, a leading chief, now dead) under whom they were, & that 

the transaction was still fresh in their memory notwithstanding 

the length of time, but they could not say the amount of p~operty 

destroyed or taken away. 

This, in substance is the answer of M: Ward to me in his 

letter through the Department or War, and also to M; Hamilton , the 

letter to that Gentleman being I suppose on the files or the Indian 

Ottice. I since wrote to M! Ward, but had no answer, & Mf Hamilton 

writes me in answer to a letter I had. the honor to addrets him, that 

he is no more at the· head of the Indian Bureau. 

Therefore Sir, I am compelled to trespets upon your time & 

ask you the relief which in such a case I am entitled to. I have 

been deprived tor a great many yoars or my just demand oughing to 

the lost or mislaid of rirf papers without my fault, but sir the In

diana themselves, their chiefs & headmen make the acknowledgement 

and aa7e the transaction is still trash in their memory notwith

standing the length or time, & that it was of public notoriety 

with them. I have in my potsetaion now again proper affidavits 

which establish the amount of property lost by that plunder to 

no leta than six thousand Dollars, but according to my own 

knowledge or the amount of property I had with me, I think 

nine thousand would not be any thing to muoh, but pofaibly 

the amount stated in the affidavits will be the only amount 

whiah I shall be entitled to claim, though the sum of nine 



thousand Dollars is justly due me . Be afsued that the amount of 

property· lost must have been l arge since it was of such notoriety 

then, and even now after s o many years. 

Will you be so good as to give the proper directions for my 

relief & let me know the r esult and what further steps I have to 

take. The per~ons who can .testify in this case are getting scarce 

by reason of t he length oft i me since ~he transaction took place , 

& my former papers having been mislaid are the reasons why I ask 

you if certified copies by proper officers, of the afridavits in 

MJ potaetsion wil l not do as well as the originals? 

I have also a certified copy by Genl Clark of the bound 

tor the Licence granted at the time , the original Licence having 

been taken by the Indians . 

I hope & depend Sir ! on your high Reputation & love of 

Jus~ce for t he relief so justly due me after so long a detention 

& that you will honor me with an answer . 

I · am 31 r Tel~ Respectfully 

Your obedient & humb~e Serv~ 

J oseph Bogy 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws J ame s Bogy Old clai m. ) 



Gen! Char: Gratiot.) 
) 

Wathington City. ) 

Sirl 

s~e Genevieve 25~h Oct.r 1831. 

Under date of 18~h Instant I took the liber ty of writing 

to the hon~le Secretary at War concerning a claim .! have against 

the Government for damages committed in my property by a party 

ot Chactaw Indiana, on the Arkansas River in the year 1807. (I 

waa then a resident of the Post of Arkansas) I take now Sir, 

the liberty to addrets you these lines, to inlist your good 

wishes towards me, and to ask you to be so kind as to speack 

to the hon~le Secretary in my hehalt~ Be atsured Sir, that 

this claim is one of the moat just & equitable ever presented to 

the Dep~rtment, and that every thing stated in my lett er to the 

Secretary is nothing but positive truth. Being an entire 

str.nger to M~ Cats, this 1s the reason why I should feel happy 

it you would speaek to him, & ask him what further steps I have to 

take. This claim baa been pending in the Department for many years, 

but the Indians themselves have last winter made a full & compleat 

acknowledgement or the whole transaction. 

Bxcuse me tor the liberty I take 1n so trespatsing upon 

your time. 

I am Sir Respectfully 

Your very obed~ & hum~le Ser~ 

& cormt:rz ~. 

Joaeph Bogy 

( OI.l: 1831 Choctaws James Bogy Old claim.) 



Sir 

Little Rock , A T 

Octr, 31~t 1831 

I am just i nf ormed that 1000 of Mushulatubbees District 

are assembling & will cross the Mississippi at Memphis , also 

200 others, under Cap~ Jeremiah Folsom, will cross at Helena , 

the former ar e to be supplied, with subsistance, to their new 

homes, the latter avail themselves of the Commutation Allow

ance; both of the above parties are expected to cross the Mis

sissippi, between the 1 & lo~h Novr inc, 

This i nformation is obtained from Col. Gaines , under date 

of the 4~h Inst- - a t Doaks Stand. 

The Road from ·Memphis , through the swamp , is horrid in the 

extreme, and cannot with safety be passed , consequently the Agent 

(Dr. Fulton ) , sent to that point to receive & conduct the Emigrants 

is directed to procure Transport , if possible, & convey them to 

the mouth of White River , or to the Post of Arkansas. Shoul there 

be much stock along it will be sent through direct to this place, 

No further i ntelligence of the ovementa, of Emigrants, 

Very Respectfully 

Brigr . Genl . Geo . Gibson 

ComsY Gent of Sub . 

Washington D. C. 

I have the honor to be 

Your Ob Servt , 

J Brown Capt, U. S.A . 

1 Supt . Rem . & Sub . of Indians 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaw ( Emi gration) Capt. Jacob Brown . Repo~ts.) 



Hon. Lewis Cats 

Seo1 of War. 

Sir 

Vicksburg rd Nov 23 •• 1831 

I have Rec~ .~ communication from Gen~ Coffee of Alabama 

of the 8th Ult9 requesting me to convene the chiefs and head men 

at the Agency as soon as practacable, as He Gen~ Coffee and Majr 

Eaton late SecY of War had some busenefs of importance to cozmnuni

cate to them. 

I have to enform you that previous to the t;i~ Receipt of 

this letter the Headmen of the nation had left their homes on 

the way to the West . There is at this place about 3,000 at this 

time on their route to Arkansas and will be probably six thousand 

of this fall. Col David Folsom Mingo Nuttechegee and others are 

not here and have seen and explained to them, the desire of the 

Pres~ of the U. States that the Choctaws meet Coffee & Eaton . 

The Answer of t hose who are here is that they are now on 

their Journey to their new homes and cannot be turned back . The 

chiefs wil l return to the old nation next spring and will here 

any thing that may be then offered from those gentlemen . 

I wil l observe that I write to Gent Coffee & Eaton, that -

Mingo Mushulatubbe and Greenwood Lafleur, had not removed and 

would be in the nation untill next Spring. If it was deemed 

advisable, these· Two chiefs and some Captains could meet at any 

time that be named hereafter 

My opinion is that no emportant bus1nefs can be done untill 

next spring, as all the nation is in commotion at this time. 



However I have advised Gent s Coffee & Eaton to let me know 

what was expedient to be done , and due attention should be paid 

to their Orders. 

I have the honor to be 

Respectfully your 

M? Obd~ Serv~ 

W. ard Ag~ C. N. 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws (Emigrat i on ) Wm . Ward Preparations 
tor removals, etc.) 



Vicksburg 

Dect lo~h 1831 

sir 

I am just out of a sick bed conf1n d for a fer days with 

bilious fever. The weather is now colder here than it was ever 

known before & the rains for sometime past have been incessant 

The ~t. Bt. Reindeer which I intended for Little Rock put the 

Indians out at the Post . She immediately took in Col . Many and 

100 troops. I had contracted for her to go to the Rock, so 

that tne waggons would have been clear of loading but the 

ass~ Ag~ M; Norwood against my express o ders ga~e her up & 

discharged her. This error has thrown togetner Folsoms & 

Netuckachies parties likewise the Memphis party altogether 

about 2300. I understand tney have no other means of trans

portation than the 40 waggons & the roads are impassible. 

Their situat ion is distressing & must get worse, they are 

gen- very nak d and few moccasins are seen amongst them. The 

snow has now been on the ground here without diminution since 

yesterday morning and the party just arrived & embarking on 

the Walter Scott for the Cote au Fabre are in the most 

wretched condition. I enclose you a statement of my aceta 

to show what disposition has been made of the funds which 

have come into my possession . 

It would seem that Steam Boat hir.e was very high & 

inde~d it is too true, but I assure you every exertion by ad

vertisement & otherwise has been resort ed to in order to pro

cure them on better terms. The disgusting sight of a vessel 

loaded with human beings under no control or regularity 
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leaving thei r evacuati on s in every direction through the 

whole range of the Cabins & deck, would create in the mind 

of any one an addit i onal allowance for the transportation . 

This party now embarking of Fishers consisted of 200 . they 

are a wretched s et of beings nearly naked & have marched the 

last 24 hours through a sleet & snow barefooted if I could 

have done it wi th propriety , I would have given them shoes . 

I distributed all the Tents & this party are entirely ~ithout 

Col. Ga i nes left me this morning f or home via New Or-

leans. He doe s not intend to return . He speaks of raising 

a party at Mobile , but I do not agree with him my opinion is 

that somewhere near Doaks. Stand o~ a ny where in the nation 

is better. I am yet quite unwell & hardly able to walk - I 

have not been out of the house fo a week & regret the absence 

of every ag~ but myselt .with so much on my hands. I have been 

obliged to obtain a room large enough for an office & bed room . 

It has been thronged for the last 3 weeks & even during my 

severe il l n ess I was constantly beset . Small parties have been 

crossing i n the trail of those moved by the Gov~ & tickets fer

riage & provis ions (this being considered a depot) furnished 

them I have done without every thing I could dispense with 

& hope when I r ender my ace~ i t will be deemed reasonabl e & 

correct. 

remain 

Hoping I may not disappoint your confidence in me I 

very respectfully 

Gen Geo. Gibson 

C. G. S 

Yr: Ob: ser~ 

Wl!l S. Colquhoun 

Spl In . Ag't 

(OIA: 1831 Choctaws ( Emi grat i on) Wm. S . Colquhoun . Transportation) 



J any 19th 

Genl- Gipson ( sie 

Dr Sir 

Nashville 

39 January 1832 

I have jus t seen a 1emphis newspaper and have ~oncluded to 

enclose you t he Ed i tors r emarks on the vma ther as a reason for my 

still bein~ he r e whi ch really astonishes me as much as it will you . 

I have preva led on my brother ~ illiam to go to Arkansas 

with me. The truth is - I prefered confidential company because 

the s mal l si zed t e prop P.. on d rected by your letter 

makes 

sippi t the swamps makes me feel the risk- greater than 

I thourht it was hen~ Vashin ,ton- - you nee a few days ago a set 

of vilJ i an s boarded whi ~ e ~ roun the steam boat '' 

and plunder ed & burned her--

Two Armstrongs ar e better than any i nsurance officer I a 

most sati sfi ed that in a few days all wi ll be delivered safe 

143 

There never has been any thing like the season thus far . All 

t he old women. went for a fr eshet at the change of he moon wh ~h 

was yesterday at 9- P. 1 . and it i s now as d1y as a powder horn 

so much f or weather cocks 

~ To morrow - we are off . . because there is some hopes now 

t hat we be ab e to get over the ifsif ippi by the t me we get to 

Memphis If we can get ncrofs b. the 15- th s Inst C pt Brown wi ll 

have your s upplies 

Pl eas e inform the Honbl Se cre t ary o the Subsistence of 

scl'awl -

G 1. G Gipson 

~==~----~C~o~~==nifs ary Dept 

I am '11th great 

Respect your obt Servt • . Armstron 



(Clipoing attached to fore goin l ette r . ) 

The ,Jeather , for the l a st t h r ee weeks has been so excess ive-

ively cold, tha t travellinR of all ki nd s has been r endered nea~J y 

impracticable. The Mi sissippi r ver , though not completely froL:en 

over at this pla ce , has been , and i s still , so obstruc t ed ith i ce , 

that no flat boat s, and but very f ew s team boats are able t o make 

their way through i t . The Ohi o , Tennessee , umbc r l and and Upper 

~ississippi, have been fro zen over , and are yet nearly , i f not 

utterly impa ssable f or any k ind of water craft . Owin~ to the bad 

state of t he oads , and the f r ee zing of t e water courses , there 

has been several f a ilures of t he mail fro the eas t ward . 

(OIA: 1832 Choc t aw (Emi r tion) . V. Arms t rOl g Reason of de a 
at emphis, "/m . Ar mstrong w 1 accompany part y over r ss i ss i ppi . ) 

1 
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Vicksburg 12 Jan . 1832 

Sir 

Enclosed is a statement of my account showing the balance 

ot funds i n my hands at this t i me . The vouchers will be for

warded when I close the business here , which will be when the s team 

Boats Walter Scott & Talma are pai d off. The am~ due them is 

$5;000 -- 2500 to each boat -- I t is impo r tant that these pay

ments be not delayed; so that when boats are wanted again implicit 

confidence may be relied in the faith of the agents. I have recg 

no letter f rom the dep~ since about the s~h of December . Col . 

Gaines is either at Mobile or at home near Demopolis. Capt 

Cross is at Point Christ 

I rec9 a le tter from Capt Brown desiring to know our author

ity for the issue of a quart of Corn t o the Ration & forage t o 

the "Pack horses " I replied to him that Col . Gaines had rec9 

instructions relative to Pint of Corn extra . & that I had recq a let -

ter allowing Corn to the "Pack horses'' 

The Miss i ssippi is r i sing & boats began to pass up & down , 

heretofore obstructed by the Ice. Thi s place by the neglect of 

the Mayor & Council is i nfested in every direction with the 

Smallpox. I left the tavern I VIas staying at when I ,last wrote , 

owing to two cases of sml . Pox in the house - The most perfect 

reliance may be placed in Vaccination & I beg leave to suggest 

as an act of humanity, that an appropriation be made for vaccin

ating. the Choctaw nation & indeed all those who are liable from 

their inte r course with the whites to take the disease. 

The death of Mf Geo . B. Crutchen receiver of Public monies 

at Clinton (Mount Salus) vacates t he appointment - I mention the 



fact which is very recent so that if the app~ is not made before 

the arrival of my letter you may have it in your power to aid in 

conferring it on some one worthy of it. 

I am Sir Yr . ob . Ser~ 

WI!l S. Colquhoun 

Spl . Agt 

(Wote: Above letter was addressed to Gen. Geo . Gibson.) 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigr . ) w.m . S . Colquhoun Details of 
progress of part y thro the swamps & by boat.) 
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Li ttle Rock . A. T. 26 JanY . 1832 . 

Honl • Lewis Cats 

Secretary of War . 

sir 

I ·reached this place on the 22cJ. inst . and found a party of 

about fourteen hundr ed i ndians with Nit - acachu their chief encamped 

in the neighborhood of this place. 

The Rifles & forwarded for Fort Smith passed here a few 

days since on board the steamer Reindeer- the ploughs it appears 

are yet at the mouth of the r i ver Arkansas - which river is low . 

and somewhat doubtful whether the Boat - above named will reach 

her destination with the present tide. There a re perhaps five 

hundred Indians who i ntend to settle on this river being the 

party named on boa r d the steamer Reindeer. You have no doubt 

been apprized of the other party headed by Co~ Folsom that 

passed thr ough this place some time since- as well as those that 

embarked at Vicksburgh belonging to Lafloors district . both of 

which last named partie s have probably reached their new homes -

! have employed a Blacksmith and striker and purchased a 
Towson 

set ot Tools to take on t o Fort ~~t~ - so that no complaint 

can be made by the i ndians. I shall be able to make ploughs and 

have them stocked cheaper perhaps than those already purchased 

and of the description that wi~l please the indians 

The commutat ion indians wi ll be promptly pai d on their 

ar:riYal say about 400. in Number . I have handed over to Capt 

Brown thirty five Thousand dol l ars and forward ed his receipt 

• to Gent Gibson agreeable to his instructi ons -



Some legislat ion it would seem will be necefsary in order 

to carr7 into effect t he Choctaw treaty shoul d this be the case 
afford 

I hope to reach Washington in time to some information which will 

be important in gove rning the whites that are -intruding amongst 

the Choctaws - and who cannot be effectually reached by the present 

intercourse law. 

Bon~ Lewis Caf's. 

secretaey Wa r . 

Respectfully your 

t Obt. s erv . 

• W. Armstrong 

C. A • • M. 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaws (Emigr. ) F .V . Armstrong Rel to Emigrated 
Choctaws. Has appointed Ma j. Langham Asst in removals . 4 letters.) 



1.49 

Fort Smith 8- Feby 1832 

Bonb. Lewis Cats 

secretary of War . 

Sir 

Although I have not been able to reach this place within 

twenty days of the time contemplated on by me when I left your 
the 

citJ still I am in time for the correct performance or all ~ 

duties connected with my agency. My delay has been occafsioned 

by the unexampled severity of the winter . ~uch as has never been 

felt in this country before. 

The emmigrating party ofChactaws that will settle on this 

river this season have not yet arived- they are now about one hun-

dred miles off The river within the last four days has rigen suf

ficiently high for the steam boat which is look~ for in two days. 

She will have on board articles belonging to the Chactaws - left 

at the Rock, alfo the ploughs - from Montgomerys Point-

I flatter myself that on my return about the last of March 

it Will be in my power to answer satisfactorily every Question 

connected with the Chactaw removal. and at the same time furnish 

important informati on to the Subsistance department as to the 

cheapest & best mode of putting supplies on Red river f~r/~~~ 

i~~tani/l!i~/~r¢~~~~~t~/ . I am promising information and making 

observations that can be relied on - as to the actual resources & 

faclllties of this country--

It will not be necetsary to commence opening the contem

plated road- from this to red river untill April or ~ay 

: I \ . 
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Col Arbuckle I learn will be in Washington by the time I get 

back. and after conversing with him I will be enabled to give the 

preciae point from which the road will leave this river 

I have heard nothing or the last Rifles ordered from 

I leave here day after tomorrow for Red river. 

l have the honor to be with high regards 

Your Ob~ s! 
F. W. Aarmstrong 

G A W. M 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaws (Emigr.) F.W.Armstrong Rel to Emigrated 
Choctaws. Has appointed Maj. Langham Asst in Removals. 4 letters.) 



11iller • H. Ark . Ter 1arch 30!_ 1 832 

Col. A. H. Sevi er, 

1 'ith diffidence I writ e to you because of the higL s t at ion 

you occupy in t e estimation of your fr i ends . 

I would ask your indulgence a moment relative t o the Cho ct aws 

removeinG themse lves ; upon whi ch subjec t you have been ad refsed , 

perhaps before this t i me . 

It s eems i mp r oper f r om m.r obse r vati on upon the sub j ct ; 

that the ind i ans should t r avil throt~h the country wi thout agents , 

which is gener al l y t he c a s e with t hose who come on t he i r own foo ting . 

They prefs heavy , too heavy pon the charity and liberal i ty of the 

inhabitants of t h e country through · hich they pafs . They mus t not , 

they will not s t arve, when they cannot procure a subsistenc b"' 

beging, They will have it by stealing . Ther e i s littl e or no game 

on their r oute ; and thus the peopl are i n j ur ed and opprefsed by 

the Emegr nts. -- Theas remarks are offered f or your c onsider ation 

that you may, i f you t hink proper , gi v some at tenti on t o the s ub 

ject before y ou leave Wa shi n ton f or the good of your cons t t uent s ; 

as I have no doubt the matter s before t he he ads of Departmett a t 

this time; -- I dis cla i m al l pet en t i ons to d ct a t e ; & wr ite thi s 

purely by way of suggestion . 

I know of noth ng t ue gn ns t your popular i t y -- Desha 

can in my opinion never ga n un so well a s he i d la t year .

May you prospe r 

Respe ctfully John H. owl er 

(OIA: 1832 Cho ct aws (Emi gr tion ) John H. Fowler Gives h is 
1ews on the subje ct.) 



Dear 

Sir 

Rankin May 22~h 1832 

I embrace this oppertunity to rite you a line to inform 
the 

you that I have Reed your letter by hand of M~ Tyson I should 
in 

like to do al l is ~ my p~wer to assist you in giting the Choctaws 

to emmegrate to their new home . I am on my way to the west I 

shall be gone two months when I return home I will rite you . then 

I will be at your service~ I hope you will vissit our section of 

contry come and see me I would be glad to see you at my house 

anny time you can make it conviniant to call at my house 

I remain your Friend 

Gre enwood Leflore 

Capt Colquhoun 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigration) Wm . S. Colquhoun Relative 
to accounts, etc.) 
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On board the Steemmer - Hunter of 

Capt w. s. Colquhoun 

Dear Sir 

May 23 - 1832 

Tuscaloosa 

I Landed at Mobile on the 30 of April; know on my way 

have I travel ed by water 15 hundred miles to New Orleans then 

across the Mobile . I started from my new home on the 11 of 
it 

March & have been much detaind - I have maid much my buiseness 

to Inquire about the Differant roughts for the emigr tion for 

the present year. I have thought that my District on the South

ern had Better Land on the Mississippi at Natchizes or some con-

venient Point Near that place . as the great boddy of the Sixtowns 

on that District Lies Near the boundry Line or nearly sow; hen 

we Rondavoo ze near the senter of the ody of the Peaple we will 
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be nearer Natchezes then to Vicksburg by several miles & would 

Travel through an old settled Part of the contry which I Must 

think Provisi ons can be obtained for Lefs money If sow it will 

bee a great Saving to Government & a Shorter distant for the 

Indian to Travel ; at the Mississippi there can bee Steam Boats 

Imployed to carry all heavy plunder & old Lake & children the boat 

can run up to Monrow in about 2 days & discharge her Load the 
had 

stock can gow thru to Monrow; as I have Been told that can bee Aa 

good summer r oad thrue to Monrow or to the Post of ashataw 

There there is a good road to Genr Halls here we Intercected 

from Ecorapaba you can Look at a Map of the contry , & you will 

find it from the Sout hern district to bee the Shotes rought. 

I aaw Col G. S Gains & we talked about the rought I have stated 

above to you - he thinks f avourable and wish to state to you 



as I stated to him I f t his will mee t your vews I have no doupt 

but all party will bee sattesfyed . I have no doupt but you 

have been thinking about t he di fferant r oughts ; your oppinion 

on the various roughts I should Like very much to hear; your 

early reply will meet a Last ng favour of your friend 

Joel H. Nail 

Capt W. s. Colquhoun 

N-B If my fri end Capt . Crofs is in reach pleas Inform him of 

my return to my old home or nearly sow & Inform him that I am 

well & harty and wi sh very Much to see him 

Your obt Srvt -

Joel H Nail 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw ( Emi gration) Wm . S . Colquhoun Relat i ve to 
accounts, etc.) 
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Dear Sir 

Western Choctaw Agency 

23g May 1832 

Agreeable to promise and duty also, I now devote a few mo-

menta to give the news of the Choctaw Agency est . e are getting 

Iss · 

on tolerable smoothly the greatest difficulty with me at this time 

is the want of money, it will require· nearly five thousand Dollars, 

to defray the expences that has and will accrue at this agency up 
please 

to the last of June which amount you will rhave forwarded as early 

as practicable, as I have strained my credit by borrowing money to 

enable me to get on with the businets of this agency . the Steam 

Boats claim pay at this place for transportation of Choctaw Rifles 

and stores to Fort Smith 

I have been obliged to buy Powder, Lead, and steel; there 

la not Lead to be had, at this place to make an Ifsue. the two Pounds 

ot Powder and Lead per man is much needed, it ill be found to be 

very troublesome to make half Ifsues. 
Public 

I have made one trip with the ~ waggons to Red River and am 

now on the way with the second loads, the weather being so wa~ 

and the tlles getting bad, I tear that I will not be able to make 

any more this season, for that reason I have hired two private 

teams to take one load each at four Dollars per hundred pounds, 

~hould the flies not prove bad I will try another load in July . 

~he Troops have not yet completed the Road. I will 

traYel the new rout this time as far as Kiamesha and then fall 

into the old Road. 



1 Co. Bean is here with me and will set off to join the Road 

cutters on tomorrow, L1eut Rains and myself will accompany him 

back of Cavanole mountain and to the mouth of Frish Maline for the 

purpose ot looking out. a Road from that place to intersect the one 

the Troops are now opening . back of the Cavanole mountain I will 

then proceed on after the waggons to Towson 

co! Bean said the Road from Fort Smith to Red River oan be 

made an excellent one, but that Cap~ ~tewart said his orders will 

not sutter him to causeway any of the marshes it will be of great 

importance to have al l the Boggy places causewaed, without I tear 

waggons will not be abl e to pats at certain seasons of the year , 

'd.ben I return from Red River . I will be better able to give you 

information on this subject as I will travel that Road on my re

turn. co! Bean said the navigation of Kiamesha will be good from 

the mouth or Jacks tork to the Red River, and Jacks fork I think 

a good situation for a ware House 

The Choctaws are very anxious to get the number of cattle 

they turned over to t he Government in the old nation . and money 

tor the Lands they relinqui shed please instruct me on that subject 

Enclosed is a petition from Nittuccachee and his captains 

I have beard i t · ment i oned by some of the merchants below 

the line that they would petition to have Li eut Rains removed from 

tort Smith, they can have no other object i on to him only that he 

watches them closely and t ri es to supprefs the vending of spirituous 

liquors to the Indians , and adhers to his duty strictly . sufice it 

to aay that there could not be an off icer, eent to that post that 



would do it the same just i ce that Li eut Rains has and wil l do . 

Kajr P. W. Armstrong 

C A. W. 

Wi th sentiments of Respect 

Your Obt Humb~ Servt-

Sub A, C, W, 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigr.) F .W. Armstrong D. McClel l an Rel 
to Choctaw cattle, etc. ) 



Washington 

24 July 1832 

Genl. G. Gibson: 

Commfsary. De.pt-

sir 

I have the honor to enclose you the letter o~ Capt. D. 

1°Clellan Sub agent for the Choctaws west. 

It refers to the cattle due the Indians and shows their 

great anxiety to get them. Allow me to suggest the propriety ot 

your secretarr, Lieut stephenson, to till the cert1ricates held by 

the Red River Indians and let Lieut Rains fill those in the hands 

of the Indians settled on the Arkansas river-

l ·SH ·' 

The certificates are complete describing precisely the cat

tle to be furnished. A receipt taken on the back of the certificate 

- that the number and kind of cattle has been received signed by the 

owner- will be a a~ficient voucher to enable the Lieuts. 

to abstract them proper for settlement 

The expenses spoken of by the Lieut . to the amount of five 

thousand dollars- for Transportation of articles furnished the In

diana under treaty stipulstions and for expenses in employing teams 

&c. to take these articles from Fort Smith to Red River, will also 

be paid- I presume by your disbursing officer now there 

The relinquished land I have esti mated for and the payment 

Will take place on my getting west - i~ the .fall 

The other expenses are I presume properly reported to you, 

for 7our action on the same. Under these views I have felt it my 



4ut7 to make this communication 

I have the honor 

to be your 

Obt Sert . 

F . • Armstrong 

S. A. • 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigr.) F .W. Arostrong D. McClellan 
Rel to Choctaw cattle, eto . ) 



Sir. 

War Department 

Sept 1 . 1832 

Col. Arbuckle has represented to the Department, that 

some ~hootaws had applied to your Sub agent Mr M~Clelland, 
to build houses on a point of 12 or 15 acres, below the 

mouth or the Cotou . 

Col. A. thinks it important that the u. States should 

reserve, or purchase if they do not own, land in the vic1n-

1t7 ot Port Smith, necessary for a military establishment, 

& he speaks of the land of John Rodgers as being a desirable 

acquisition . 

Whether the Government has a right to reserve any 

t racts, you can determine by a reference to the treaties of 

·~o, '25 & 20 ; & you will report to the Department whether 

it be advisable to act in conformity with Col A's suggestions. 

I presume any necessary arrangement may be made by you with 

the ~hiets, without difficulty . 

Major F. w. Armstrong 

I am Sir 

very respectfUlly 

Your obt. svt. 

John Robb 

Actg. Secy. War 

(OIA: Weste rn Supt'Y• J 563 . Washington. 1840.) 
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Sir 

Nc~ Choctaw Agen cy 

Sept 1st 1832 

I have the hono r t o repo rt to you that I urri ed at this 

place on the 30th of Augl . I should have been here tv10 weeks ear-

lier, had I not been detained by sicknefs . I, y services however 

have not yet be en r equired , nor wil l there be any thing f or me t o 

do before the 5th of the nresent month , b~- which t i me the Spec al 

Agent will probably as certain tho number of Indians who ar e going 

est of the nifsif s i pp i , this year . 

16I 

I acknowlcd also , the receipt of your communic tion dated 

23d of July last, i nfor·minp; .1e that ou had directed ten thous and 

dollars to be placed to rny crcd i t in the Branch of the United Stat e s 

Bank at :Nashvil le . 

Gen!- Geo Gibson 

Com..l Gen1 S:ub 

Re spectfully 

Your Obt servt 

J. P. Simonton 

Disb Agt Chaeta~ Removal . 

: 1832 Choctaw (Emigration) J.P . Si monton, Dis' b Agett 
- .stimate of funds retluired . ) 



Reed 19. Nov Memphis , Octr 31 ~ ~ 1832 

Sir--

The part y of Choctaw Indi ans emigrating to the west, con

sisting of a b out 1000 in nurnber , r eached here yesterday . Mos t of 

the wagg ons & Ind·an horses have been crossed today about 400 
number 

of the par ty - the precise~I ha ve not b een able to ascertain , as 

a greater portion of the detach~ent will leave here tomorrow in 

the Steam Bo a t ( R. eer for Rock- Row on the hite River . The 

public Te ams t e r s to this place have been paid off, as 8 or ten 

wag~ons belong i n to the Indians will be employed to transport 

just suffici ent provision fo themselves & forage for their 

horses as will suffice to g o through the swamp . To avoid un-

necessary ~t expense these teams will transport the provision 

& forage by f u rni shing to the waggon horses ke a s much of the 

latter as is authorized by the regulations . 

There i s great alarm here of the cholera , & the Indians 

themselves have evi nced great apprehension of being attacked . 

I am almost c ertain it will get among them · if it does , I 

dread to t h ink o f the destruction of human life which mus t 

inevitably b e the consequence of its appearance among the Choc 

taws. Col . Armstron has made several attempts to procure a 

Physician to accompany the Indians , but h s not et suc ceeded . 

Our exertions t o leave the plac e in the present exc i tement o 

this disease, w 11 prevent me from r e nde rin t he necessary pa

pers for this month unt i I can get t o a pla c e of greater 

security. 

The Miss! Swamp is no d oubt in v e ry b ad s t a t e f or travell -

ing, as it has been raining hard here fo r the l a st t wen t y . f our 

hours. 
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The party to which Capt . Page & Col . Rector a r e attached 

(consisting of about 1800 ) wil l rea ch he re tomorrow . 

The Ind i ans of our party generally , are in very good 

health. 

I have the honor to be 

Si r 

_our Obt Servt 

J A. Phill i ps 

Disbg Officer 

Choctaw Indians . 

Brig. Genl. Gibson 

Vashin ton City 

D C 

in ha ste . 

(OIA: 1 832 Choc t aw (Emigr ) Lt . J . A. Phil i p s (Oct . 31st . 
1000 emigrants c ross i n ive r at emppis . ) 
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Sir, 

Choctaw Camp, mouth of Rockroe 

White river, Munroe County 

Arkansas TerY Novr a~h 1832 

I am at this place as Afs~ Superintendent charged with the 

duties atsigned me by my principal Majr F W Armstrong and some 

special ones , by Cap~ Brown pt D Agent . 

I daily expect to be superceded by Col wm Armstrong whose 

arrival is expected . But as the mail pafses today, I deem it my 

duty to repor t that on the 5~h 141 of the U States teams & those 

hired in the service had .arrived, a number within 15 of the whole 

required for the Choctaw removal . 

On the same day the S Boat Reindeer arrived with a party of 

455 Choctaws conducted by Mr Irwin. The physician of the boat 

reported case s of cholera and since here Doctors Fulton & Rayburn 

agents in the s ervice, and who have attended the sick are divided 

in opinion, Doct : Fulton not believing it cholera -- Number of 

cases from t he 3g to s~h on the Voyage from the mouth of White 

ri?e r 8 or 9 deaths 2 - number of cases since their arrival from 

s~h to this the a~h 53 - deatps 12 (twelve) 

This disease has caused so great and so general a panic 

t hat t he consequences cannot be calculated - 17 Teamsters U. S. 

service have left-- Three of the hired wagons & teams have gone 

and it is repor t ed that t hose which had not arrived on the sth 

would not come 

I have permi t t ed t he Teams to disperse i n the neighborhood 

to situations, which the Dri vers may deem saf e from contagion . 

They have mostly done so. 



Until this calamity the Agents of Government had cause to 

congratulate themselves t hat t heir arrangements had been fortunate 

as well as judicious. Much will devolve on the Maj:s Armstrongs 

and it cannot be hoped that they can be fortunate - - I do not 

think that Wa goners wi ll haul the baggage and particularly the 

sick, if the migration should be resolved on- and should it be 

attemped there is a probabili ty that the c i vil authorities of 

the Tereitory may prohibit their pafsing through the country; -

or the people of neighborhoods may withhold supplies or destroy 

those that are provided -- It is certain there will be much ex-

citement. 

Thi s informat ion s intended to prepare you f or t he com

munication of Col : Armstrong . I am well convinced that he will 

require all the advice & afsistance which your department can 

afford him. 

yr Ob~ Serv~ 
A. s . Langham As~·sup~ 

The Com: Gent of Subs i s tence 

&c. &c 

Washi ngton City 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw ( Emigra.} A. S.Langham Report s pani c caused 
by cholera among 455 emigrants brot by steamboat Re i ndeer . ) 
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Sir. 

St Francia County Arkansas Ter 

at Strongs 42 miles from Memphis 

10 Nov 1832. 

The emigrating Choctaws have reached, thus tar, through 

the M1aa1saippi Swamp- the late incessant rains had made the 

swamp almost impassible.- I endeavoured to persuade the indians 

- more especially the women & Children and such as had no horses 

to take passage 1n the boats and meet us at the White River land

ing - they were averse to going on board the Steam Boats - and 

in these Cholera times I relt unwilling to coerce them- but lett 
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1t to their own choice - I succeeding in persuading about one thous

and - to go by water. We are now in titty miles or the Wbite 

River landing - the· place where all the indians are to meet : 

the front or Folsoms party is two days ahead or this we finish 

issuing tonight and in the morning I will hurry on to the land-

ing and endeavour - to have the first party - (Foleoms) organ-

ized with their waggons & teams - and under way before the ar-

rival ot this party -
from Vicksburgh 

I hope to meet my brother at White River- I understand 
A . 

from a traveller or respectability - that about Thirty Team-

sters with their waggons & teams have lett the landing in con

sequence ot cholera reports- and I tear we are to have a serious 

time in getting on.- it we escape here and the cholera is at 

White River with the Vicksburgh party I will endeavour to keep 

this party aeperate- we have however had seven deaths since we 

lett Memphi•- Which is in part pronounced cholera- I do not my-



aelt believe we have as yet a case - but that those that have 

died - so suddenly- were produced by severe exposure. 

The swamp for thirty miles was from knee to waist deep. 

I understand that at Rock Roe - the White River landing -

the provi sion & terage will thereafter be furnished by contract 

we are purchasing beet here at 2!~ per pound and corn at fifty 

cents - a bushel - I am very clear in the opinion that a great 

saYing would- or been effected by Capt Page & the disbursing of

ficers - continuing on.- and furnishing as they did on the east 

side of t he r i ver- the corn contract I learn is at g3 cents a 

bushel t or 1 40 or 150 teams it wil l cost the goverment a large 

sum--

I am acting here as 

Assist . to T W Armstrong 

Genl Geo~ge Gibson 

Comm . Genl $ubs. 

Washington 

Respectfully 
t Your obt. Ser. 

wm Armstrong Supt. 

on the East Mig~ Cho~ Rem; 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigration Wm.Armstrong Indians ar rived 
at St. Pranci s by land and wat er . ) 
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Dear Sir 

On Board u.s. ~tsnag Bt Helepolis 

Montgomery pt Nov! 24th 1832 

I reed yours of 1gth Inst, last night from Capt Hinkley, 
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and as you request, will proceed to state as near as I can what took 

place on Board the Helepolis on the 1sth Inst, between yourself, 

and Mr Colquhoun, also your conversation with the Chief Ne li.ca. che . 

relative to the Indians receiving Blankets at this pt -- The 

Chief with an Bnterpreter came to my state room Door at the time 

you were writing to Capt Shreve in sd Room, and spoke something 

of Blankets, the Chief I think said, that he had understood that 

Blankets would be ifsued to the Indians at Montgomerys pt and 

you explained to him that they were not to be ifsued at this, but 

some other pt, the name of which I do not recollect-- The Chief 

then went awa7, and as I thought appeared satisfied-- Very soon 

after the Chief left the Room, Mr Colquhoun came to the Room ap

parently much agitated, you were at that time I think, copying 

the letter to Capt Shreve -- Mr c- said something about Blankets 

but I do not recollect precisely what it was, and you began to 

explain to him that this was not the time, nor place at which 

the Blankets were to be ifsued-- M- c- then became very violent, 

and abusive in his language-- It was about this time I think, 

that you said to him, that you could, or would give him a Paper 

that would relieve him from any further duties M c- continued 

his abuse in a still more violent manner - Saying that he .bad 

worshiped you, but that now he considered you, or viewed you ae 

a t7rant-- I a• not certain that you then said that be, c- wae 



drunk, but C-- i mmedi ate l y came over the Words Drunk; Drunk; -

and then repeated Sober , Sober by the Immaculate God - immediate

ly after those wor ds I heard the report of the Pistol - I was in 

the Room when he fired , and did not see him, i mmediately on the 

report of t he Pi stol, you arose from the Table at which you had 

been writing , and Colquhoun met you at the Door, and struck you 

twice on the head with the Pi s tol - - You quickly succeeded in 

wresting it f rom him, and threw him on Deck where you gave him 

repeated blows on the head and face with his own Pistol-- The 

Ball parsed t hrough the Bulkhead of my Room, inmedlately over 

mJ Cot, and went into the Kitchen. 

Your letter to Capt Shreve, with my repor t &c &c , I sent 

ott this morning in the Arohemedes 

Very respectfully Your o~ ~ervt 

John Sowers 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigration ) F .W. Armatrong to the Sec ' y 
ot war • . Relative to suspension or Colquhoun . ) 



Rock Roe. 31. Nov 1832. 

Bon.l Lewis cars. 

Secretary of War. 

sir. 

I have the honor of referring you to my letter to Genl. 

Gibson per. progrefs in the removal or the indians, 

I now becomee my unpleasant duty to inform you that I have 

put Mr. ~ s. Colquhoun Aast Agent in the Choct. remov. &c- on 

shore at tne mouth of White river - arter first informing him 

that he was suspended for the .present from b1s duties until the 

decision of the department--

It is due to Lieut. Simonton and all others concerned 

to state that Mf Colquhoun has done all in his power to retard 

the emigration 

After I joined them at Vicksburgh he held such opinions 

in direct opposition to your instructions - and as I conceived the 

interest of th~ government - that I was forced in the presince or 

Lieut Simonton & Montgomery to check him in strong terms-- and in

deed to infor.m htm that an agent expressing the opinions he did 

ought not to expect to remain in service and that he ought to 

leave it 

from that time he became troublesome so much so that I 

had determined to suspend him at this place and so expressed 

myself to the Officers along. 

On reaching the mouth or White river we were detained a 

short ttme- the weather extremely bad. Mr. Colquhoun learned 

the treaty-blankets were at the mouth or white river- he pre-
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vailed on Chief .Nituohachee to - insist that the blankets - that 

his party would be entitled to- shoula then be issued- thereby 

detaining - four boats - and the cholera then pressing hard on 

us,-- wi~h difficulty- I satisfied the Chief,- that at all 

events the blankets &. should not be issued - until they reached 

their new homes-- a short time after Mr. Colquhoun came in to the 

Clerks room on board the Helioplis - where the Capt ot the boat 

and myself were settling our businefs Mr . Colquhoun demanded 

that the indians should receive their blankets - charged me 
I informed he 

with being a tyrant & cruel -- he so astonishea me tha him might 

consider .. himself out of service-- that he had notning to do 

with the blankets - and that he ought first to ha~e come to me -

before be soured the minds of the indians - ·by going to the 

Ch1et to make a noise - he became outrageous in favour of the 

Eoor indians and was so excited that I to~d h~ · to get sober 

before he came to me - on this businefs - he was evident~y · un

der the influence of liquor. I then set down ~ and began to 

fold a letter to Capt Shreve - and was directing it - not 

noticing him nor supposing kia he meditated my life - the 

first thing I heard was the report of a pistol- ! . jumped up 

and he made at me with the Pistol Clubbed-- I knocked him 

over. and took the pistol from him - and broke it over his 

head.- stuck the br1ch into his head and beat him until I 

thought I had killed htm - believing that from the distance 

he tired- and the blood flowing- freely, tnat ne ·had given 

me a mortal wound - in this as yet appears I was mistaken the 

ball entered near the middle of the head and passed along the 



~~~t scull making two boles 1n the skin of the head glanced 

upward and lodged 1n the boat-timber I have requested Capt 

Sowers of the He.leoplis to give all the particulars-- who was 

present -- on kie getting his statement I will forward it 

torw1th - to you. 

I consider the attack of Mr. Colquhoun as a cold blooded 

attempt to murder.- and cannot doubt for a moment that the Dept. 

will - fail to sanction m7 course--

Respectfully 

Your obt. servt. 

F. W. Armstrong 

s . A. W 

Honl. Lewis Cats. 

Sect War. 

please excuse both the bad wri t ing &. as i t is done under unpl easant 

teelings 

(OIA: 1832 Choct·aw (Emigration) P.W.Armstrong to the Sec's or War 
Relating to auapension or Colquhoun.) 



Sir. 

St Francis 50 miles 

from Memphis Dec. 17 1832 

I arrived here on the 15~h on my return from Bashville

I have in charge the funds for F · W Armstrong 

1.':7 .3 

On my wa7 to Nashville I understood at Memphis that there 

was encamped Within about forty miles of the latter place a num

ber of Choctaws emigrating on their resources depending upon re

ceiving accommodation on their arrival west.- they had encamped 

and turned out hunting- I despatched a messenger to bring them 

in- and furnish them bacon & flour su1'fic1ent to bring them 

through the swamp to this place intending to return from Wash

ville & arrive in time - to enroll them and have them taken on 

by the .goverment- I ~enrolling them and will leave on the 20~h 

with the party organized amounting to about four hundred & fifty.

after they get fairly under way I shall hurry on to Fort Smith 

with the mone,- - as I know it is wanted for the Agency. 

The indiana now agree with me- that they are not capable 

of moving themselves and regret their not having taken my counsel. 

- I consider it very questionable whether or not this party would 

of lett their encampment until spring - and that numbers of them 

would of scattered off-- they are in good health -- and I will 

have them hurred on to Port Smith their place of destination 

with all speed. 

~hey consider themselves entitled to same compensation 

- up to the time & place I received them I have info~ed them 

that I would state to the Dept- their wish - and i~t altho. 



the goYerment was now taking them in charge - as an act of 

hum&D1t7 - yet the department would - it they judge it right 

make them some allowance -

Respectfully. 

Your obt servt 

vf4 A~strong Supt 

Choct. Removal 

Genl. George Gibson 

CommisY · Gen1 • su98 

Washington . 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigration ) Wm . Armstrong Relative to 
delays of Indi ans t ravelling on commutation. ) 



Choctaw Ag ency ~est 

To 

Honb! Lewi s Ca f s 

Secty . of War 

Sir 

Deer l a t h 1832 

In obedi enc e t o your inst ruct ions I have the honor t o re

port that I have had seized and left in the care of Lieut Rains , 

at the Choct aw Agency , f our bbls of whiskey one of which is 

about half full . 

Th i s whiskey was d et ect ed i n the hands of Cherokees named 

Reinfal len and iitch Gr ave s , the latter a sort of Thomas Grave s 

nominal or r ead head of the Pa i nt f amily Cherokee Nat i on West . 

The s e men say that the s e four bbls o whiskey we r e delivered 

to t hem by Capt . Rogers of Fort Smi t h , for the purpose of being 

trans ported to J ohn Drew, merchant in the Cherokee Nat ion , bu t 

from the f act that t he Choctaws had jus t arri ved at their camp

ing ground , near the Choct aw Agency, and wi t h i n a mile of the 

point on t he Arkan sas River where the whi skey wa s sei zed , I 

t h ink i t p robable that i t was intended for the especial pur pose 

of retai ling to the new emigrants. 

I felt much gratified i n thus being ennabled to prevent 

the bad effects, whi ch thi s liquor would have produc ed in making 

our muste r difficul t and subordi nat i on to proper authorities 

impofsible, & am induced t o t hi nk t hat the method taken by the 

War Department to stop the i ntroduction of whiskey , under t he 

Act of Congrets of 9i~ July, has been and will be a great 



blefsing not only to t he of f ic er s of Governnent connected with 

the Indian Dep~rtment but to the Ind i ans themselves, in fac t the 

good effects al ready are evident and generally acknowledged . 

Capt. Rogers the gentleman her e charged with furnishing 

t he whiskey, is the s ame _per son whom I have recently report ed 

to you in detai l , conc er ning cert ain fac t s connect ed with his 

occupying and building houses upon the Indian land at Fort Smith , 

and to remove whom I have d e s ired t he means . 

The s e i zure of the whiskey was made on December 15~~ 1832 . 

opposite the Choctaw war e house and ifsuing Depot . within two 

miles of the Choctaw Agency near the Cherokee shore on the 

Arkansas River the persons havi ng charge of it hav i ng fled from 
. 

t h e Choctaw s ide of the Ri ver to that of the Cherokees, to avoi d 

detection. Six mi les b elow thi s place these pers ons had sold 

to ~en employed on the Public Boat in the transportat i on of 

Indian pr ovis i 9ns by Li eut . Rains - two Gallons for whi ch the 

men employed under John Walke r Captain of the Boat acknowledged 

to him t hat they had given $3 . 00 per Gallon which was reported 

by him. 

Very r espectfully 

Your mo. ob~ Serv~ 

P.S. Since making the seizure of the whiskey I cal led on Cap

tain Rogers and stated to h i m t he particular s t o be embraced 

in thi s report. The Captain admitted unequivocally t hat he had 

delivered t he whiskey as stat ed, That it was consigned to him 

to be forwarde d t o M~ Drew and that he had complie d with hi s 

instructions. 

Therefore you see we have a man doing commifsion bus i nefs , 



living on the Indian land and knowingly violating the Law . If 

the military have the Jurisdiction of this landing, as was un

derstood b y me a t the t me we conversed about it at Washington , 

I have nothing more to say, If however the Agent have the con

trol of the old Fort or place where Rogers lives; the means re 

quired to carry into effe ct the Treaty , the intercourse law, 

and your ins tructions must be furnished. 

I have the honor 

to be most Respectfully 

Your mo . ob~ Servt . 

F . W. Armstrong 

C A M 

(OIA: 1833 Choctaws ( Emigration) F . V. Arms trong Report etc . ) 
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~uster Roll of a Company of Choctaw Ind:i.ans '.vho have emigrated 

West of the Mifsifsippi , unde r the direct i on of Lieut . J . an 

Horne , u. s. Disb~ Agent for Removal and Subsis t<?EJ of Indians , 

and on t h is 18 Dec r 1832 , turned over to Lt J . R. Stevenson 

u. s. Disbg Agent ne ar Kiamichi River - - -

Number (nd Ages of Indians Total 

Names . of Heads . a les Females number Remarks 

of Families 

'd 'd rei 'd 
0 S:: ll) s::o 0 S::ll) s::o 
r-i ClSC\l ClS!l) 0 r-i C\lC\l ~ 11) 0 

11) 11) 

H OH LQH H OH ll) H 
Q) r-1 <1> C\lQ) H Q) r-i <ll C\JQ) H 
rd 'd '0 Q) ·d 'd '0 Q) 
s:: ~§ ~§ :> s:: <t-tS:: Ct-tS:: :> 
~ 0 ~ Q;j O;j 0 

Itotohooma Capt 2 1 1 1 1 6 

Chikasehooma 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Tishoharcho 1 1 1 3 

Ho1itanokubbee 1 1 1 2 1 7 

Tikbaba 2 I 1 1 5 

Hoyopahoma 1 2 1 1 1 1 7 

Okahooma 1 2 1 1 1 1 7 

Punshohekubbee 1 1 1 1 2 l 1 8 

Yokimentubbee 1 1 1 3 

Noatubbee l l 1 3 

Impotubbee 1 1 1 1 1 1 l 7 

Mul1echubbee 1 1 1 2 5 

Amila 2 1 2. 1 1 7 

John 2 1 1 1 5 

Illaballihooma 2 1 4 1 1 9 

Pakashonistikubbee 1 2 2 2 4 2 13 

Pakanuttah 1 1 1 1 1 5 



17 ·3; 

!tal e s Females 

"d "d 'U "d 
0 S:: LQ s::o 0 S:: LQ s::o 
,..-i cOC\l ojl!) 0 r-i cO C\l ajl!) 0 

l!) l!) 
H OH LQH H O H LQH 
Q) ,..., C\]Q) H ID r-IO) C\]Q) H 
"d "d "d ID "d <a l...i ID s:: ~ § CH S:: > s:: o § G-ts:! > :::> 0;::1 0 p 0;::1 0 

Okchanahooma 1 2 1 1 1 1 1 8 

Tanuppaiya 2 1 1 4 

Anchatika 1 1 1 2 1 6 

Chieffahoma 2 1 1 1 6 

Immahaya 2 1 1 1 5 

Ch111ebahooma 3 1 1 1 1 1 8 

Tushkekahacho 2 4 1 1 2 1 1 1 2 

Shankobaiga 1 1 2 

Ibanokubbee 1 1 1 1 1 1 6 

Tishoanchchubbe e 1 2 1 1 1 6 

Onabaiga 2 1 1 4 

Hoshishihopaiga 1 1 1 2 1 1 7 

Abbitcocha 1 2 1 2 1 1 8 

Okletubbee 1 2 ~ 

Chilletubbee 1 1 1 1 2 6 

Il1atahli 1 2 2 1 2 1 1 10 



rv ales Femal es 

"0 '"d '0 '0 0 S::l.() s::o 0 S:: l.() s::o ....-! c.tlC\l all{) 0 ....-! cOC\l cdl.() 0 
~ 0 ~ 

I.{) I.{) 
I.{)~ ~ 0 ~ I.{)~ (j) ....-!(!) (\)(j) ~ (j) ....-! (!) C\l(j) ~ '0 '0 '0 (j) '0 '0 '0 (j) s:: ~§ CHS:: > s:: 4-!S::: ft.-t s:: > p O;j 0 p O;j O;j 0 

Capt 
Ahhokletubbee/ 1 1 1 3 

Abemohtubbee 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Pahooma 1 1 2 4 

Chaff atubbee 1 1 1 1 4 

Tupenohi ka 1 2 1 1 1 6 

Ishtonakahooma 1 2 1 1 1 6 

Aiakambe 1 2 1 1 5 

Nokimachubbe e 2 2 l 1 1 7 

Chapotubbee 1 2 1 4 

Tikabanche chubbee 
1 1 1 1 2 1 1 8 

Hotekubbee 1 1 1 1 4 

Ohlatimastubbee 1 1 1 2 5 

Hoyopanchika 1 2 1 3 1 1 9 

Ahoyo 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Pashtonubbee 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Shikopochaiga 1 1 2 

Kanimonta 2 1 2 2 1 8 

Imanoubbe e · 1 1 1 3 

Imaatha 2 1 3 

Poshimastubbee l 1 1 3 

Oklanoubbee 1 2 2 1 3 2 1 12 



Mal e s Female s 

"d "d "d "d 
0 S:::LO s:::o 0 S:::LO s:::o 
r-i '11C\l '111.() 0 1'"""1 mC\l '111.() 0 

I!) I!) 
H OJ:..t LO J:..t J:..t 0-A LOH 
(I) 1'"""1(1.) C\l(l) H (I) , r-i(l) C\l(l) H 
"d "d "d (I) '0 "d "d (I) 

s::: 4-t S::: B§ l> s::: 4-tS::: ~§ l> 
~ o::J 0 ~ 0;1 0 

Kahlitambe 2 1 1 1 1 6 

Ishoahambee 1 3 1 5 

Tushkatuckle 1 1 ' 1 1 1 5 

Anchatenubbee 3 1 2 1 7 
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Males Females 

'0 'So '0 '0 0 ~It) 0 d iQ ~0 rf CI50J GS&O 0 rf a:t Cll ~ ao 0 
~ 0~ 

lO II) 
&Qt.. M OJ:.. anH G) r-i<D OJ~ t.. <1> r-i~ (\2 (1) M '0 '0 '0 <D '8 't5 't:l <D d ~§ ~ -§ ,. 

~§ ~ §' ,. 
p 0 p 0 

T1mmaha1ubbee Capt. 3 2 3 1 2 6 3 1 21 

K1:rahonok1ha1ga 3 1 1 1 6 

P111eba 1 3 1 5 

Haahonaaka 2 1 1 1 1 6 

llaoona 1 1 1 · 3 

Hotambe 2 1 3 1 7 

'l'ikbaheka 2 2 1 1 1 1 8 

I11111ahoyo 1 2 2 1 1 7 

Hoshishahooma Capt. 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 7 

S1nb1hool1o 1 1 1 1 1 5 

Tuahk1akambe 2 l 1 1 5 

Ubbetanowa 3 2 1 2 1 g 

Ahtobatooraa 1 1 1 1 3 2 g 

'rllahkahooma 1 3 1 1 2 1 1 10 

Miohuntubbee 1 1 2 

Sllikopoebaya 2 2 1 1 2 8 



l.fales Females 

'd 'd 'd '0 
0 ~lQ ~g 0 dlQ s::o 
r-4 <XS(\) 0 rl ast\2 c:dll) 0 

~ · 0~ 
LO lO 

lQ~ $.t 0~ lQ~ 
~ r-4Q) (\)Q) J:.. (!) r-id) t\2G> t.. 

'8 '0 '0 Q) '8 ~~ 
'd (!) 

~§ ~§ > ~§ ... 
&::> 0 &::> 0 

William Babioe Capt 3 1 3 1 1 1 10 

Chatahooma 2 1 1 1 5 

Shi kopahooma 2 1 2 1 1 7 

I1lanata 3 3 2 1 2 3 1 15 

Itanupitubbee 1 1 3 2 1 8 

I11ebunna 1 1 1 3 

Jahistambe 1 1 2 1 5 

Robert W. Wail 1 1 

J. Van Horne 2nd L1eut 3 Int. 

Dis.Agt.ch.Rem. 

(OIA: 1832 CAootaw (IDdg~.) Lt.J.Van Horne Journals or parties 
coDducted b7 him in Fall of 1832.) 
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Route from Rockrow on the '!Je s t bank of ':.'h i te River 7 mi les be1o '" 

the mouth of Cache r iv er 1 to t he Choc t aw Agency near for t Smi th 

Arkansas rive r 

To Grue 14 mi l e s l~ t days mar ch 

" M~s Bla ck s 14 " 2d 11 & i fsuing Stati on N 1 

" Head of prai r i e 

" I rvines 

" Crofs Roads 

" Palarm bayeau 

11 1 ilitary road 

" Cadron Crofs g f erry 

Plummers 

11 Fletchers or Elli s ' 

" Crofsing p~ Remove 

Ferry to Blunts 

" Logans Gal 1ack 

" South side of Arkan= 

10 

10 

10 

15 

15 

7 

12 

3 

12 

sas rive r Cr.ofs 

" Shoal Cr eek 

f erry 8 

18 

" Caney Creek 

11 6 mil e c reek 

" Big Creek 

" Greggs 

" Choctaw Country 

8 

13 

12 

11 

" 

" 
" 

" 8th 

" gth 

II 

" 
II 

II 

II 

II 

12th 

13th 

14th 

15th 

1 6th 

" 
" .:. ifsuing Stat i on 2 

II 

" & i fsuing Station 3 

' & i fsuing ~ tat i on 4 

II 

11 & ifsu:tng Stat i on 5 

II 

II i fsuing St ation 6 

,, 

" & ifsuing s t at i on 

II 

ifsui ng St ati on 8 

· (s i c) 



Route from Rockro ·.; on the we st bank of 7hi te River , 7 nil es below 

the mouth of Cache r i ver , to fo r t Towson Red river 

To Grue 1~ mi les first days travel 

" M:"8 Bl a cks 

"Evans' 

" Arkans a s river 

" 5 mile Ck 

" Herr ic ane 

" Lockhart 

" 10 mile Cr eek 

"Ouechit t a 

" Bayeau de Li sle 

"Calla vay ' s 

11 Hi gnights 

" Antoine 

" Old Still house 

" tn, a sh ngt on 

" Johnstons 

" Mine Creek 

11 Saline Creek 

" Coratot 

" Little Rive r 

" 6 mile s ~e st of 

Litt l e river Saline 

" McCanns old pl a ce 

13 

17 

15 

5 

13 

10 

10 

10 

15 

12 ~ 

12 ~ 

1 2 

14 

12 

9 

10 

0 

10 

15 

12 

1 4 

" A pla ce, from ' cC anns 17 

11 Fo r t Towson 17 

" " & ifsuing Station 1 

II It 

" " & ifsuing 0 tat ion 2 

" 5th days march after crofsing ferry 

sth days march 

7th days march 

It 

II 

It 

gth 

gth 

II 17th 

11 18t h 

II 19th 

11 20th 

11 21 st 

II 22nd 

II 

11 

It 

II 

II 

" 
II 

" 
II 

rt 

II 

II 

II 

rr 

II 

II 

ifsuing Station 3 

· ifsuinr. . tation 4 

& i fsuing station 5 

& ifsuing tat·on 6 

& i fsuing tat · on 7 

· i fs ing Stat on 8 

& ifsui ...- tation 9 

· ifsuing St t i on 10 

· ifsuin Station 11 

ifsuing , t t on 12 

&- !fs~ B -8ta ieB-± 2 

(OIA: Choctaws (Emi gra ti on) F . Y. Armstrong , A. L.Langham, J . T. Fulton to 
Capt.J.Bro,vn, Disb.Agent, Arrangements f or meet i n & disposing of 
parties, routes, appointments, requisiti ons etc. Copi s of 5 
letters and papers.) 



Washington City 

March 224 1833 

Dear Sir-

You request me to peruse Mr Colquhoun's journal, of the 

late Choctaw emigration, and to state, as far as my knowledge 

extends, how tar his atsertions with respect to yourself are 

true or otherwise. 

18G . 

I have not had an opportunity, since I received your 

request or perusing the journal in question - but have some recol

lection of its contents which I heard read some few days since in 

the department --

With respect to the chsrge that it•s well kno\tn you are 

disposed to overbear and tyrannise, doubtlefs, upon such a subject, 

those who know you, will feel themselves quite as •ell qualified 

to judge as Mf Colquhoun - As it regards my own sentiment in re

lation to that matter, I am free to say that the afaociation with 

you in the performance of a common duty, gave birth, in my own 

breast, to feelings personally friendly to yourself-- which probably 

would not have been the case had I have afsigned to you the motives 

and character which it seems Mr Colquhoun has done --

I was present at a conversation between youself and the 

person above alluded to-- but heard no charge alleged by you 

against Kf G. Goins, late Spl A. C. R of fraud •nd corruption-

! did hear you, however, sa~, that during the previous year, the 

Choctaws had been so much ildulged *k•* they were spoiled. They 

now looked for much more than, under the Regulations, the~ could 

be allowed.--



187 

Mi C. exprefsed ~self dissatisfied with those Regulations 

-- and contended that the Indians did not receive the pr.i~ileges 

which their late Treaty guaranteed-- Your reply was, in substance, 

and I believe in the very words, that, an Agent holding such opin

ions and expressing them publockly had better leave the service-

This early expretaion of your disapprobation seemed to me, to in

fluence his subsequent conduct--

Mf c. and myself differ most materially with respect to 

the propriety and e~pediency of running our boats du~ng the night 

I esteemed that measure highly beneficial to the public inter

eat, and enabled us to perform the steamboat Transportation in 

lets than one half the time it would otherwise have required --

and of course largely economised both time and means-- and en

abled to terminate the emigration in time to avoid the unpleasant 

and inclement weather that set in immediately after the emigrants 

had reached their new homes --

At the time M~ Colquhoun made his attack upon you, or at

tempt to afsatsinate you, at the mouth of White River, he was in

toxicated, and I was told by Mr Miller, who said he knew well Mr 
c•a. peculiar disposition, that it waa his opinion, (previous to 

the affair, alluded to, having taken place,) that Mr c. had put 

himself in that condition in order to have a quarrel with somebody, 

which, perhaps, would seem must have been the ease, for his propo

sition to you in relation tothe blankets,- which were then in store 

at Montgomery Point, subject to your command- did not necefsarily 

involve any personal difficulty between you and himself--

Very Respectfully xour Ob st. 

Major F.Armstrong W P Montgomery 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigration} J.W.Armstrong to the Sec's of war 
Relative to suspension ot Colquhoun.) 



Washington Ci ty . D. c. 
Ma r ch 31 ~~ 1833 . 

Gen. G. Gibson . 

Sir.-· I have the honour to lay before you the enclosed let

ters trom Gentlemen of t he Army and Captain Sowers . 

Was it not fo r the attempt that Capt . Colquehoon makes to 

create a difference between Ma j. Gaines & myself , I would not no

tice his statement, but l eave this matter to rest on the enclos ed 

letters. 

It is due to myself to s tate ,- that I aever did make any 

charge whatever against the integrity of M~ Gaines - I have al \Jays 

considered him as honest a man as ever lived,- In conversing on 

the conduct of the Indians, I did say t hat I thought that they 

had been spoiled the year before ,- that the Agents under Kt Gaines 

had,_ aoco:Ming to t heir own account, promised every thing to the 

Indians to get t hem to emigrate ,- that they said they would haul 

eYen their dogs,- that Mr. Gai nes had been trading among them 

many years,- that they owed hi m large debts before he became Super

intendent and that the i ndulgence and course taken in the move ent 

opperated against us; because we had speci f i c regulations from the 

Seoretar7 of War, t o govern us. I also stated that the Secretary 

or War had told me that h e was not satisfi ed at the payment o~ 

the Indians at Vixburg wit h goods and t hat he would not sanction 

it. 

I refer now to the Bon . Secr etary or War t o prove that my 

Brother & myself did both objeot to engaging in the Choctaw re

moval, because Mr Gaines might feel, that we had not act ed l i ke 



Friends towards him, and we were not willing to forfeit the friend

ship so long enjoyed by us, and which I now cherish with great 

inte~-est 

I wish the Journal alluded to, together with this com

munication and letters enclosed, to be open to the pe~sal of 

all who wish to examine them. Please cause these documents to 

be tiled with the ex-Captain's Journal, now in the office of 

emigration and removal. 

I have the honour to be 

with respect 

Your Obt. Servant 

F. W. Armstrong 

C A 

(OIA: 1832 Choctaw (Emigration) F.W.Armstrong to the seo'y of ar 
Relative to suspension of Colquhoun.) 
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Fort Smith 

Rec~ May 4~h April S~h 1833 

Gen! Geo. Gibson 

Com~ Gen~ Sub. 

Washington Ci t y, D. C. 

Si r . Her ewith I have the hono r to forward ro lls of 

the Choctaws i n Arkansas District, comprising ·the late Emigrants 

only , wh ich ·have been made in triplicate accordin~ to instructions 

from Ca pt. Brown who receives a copy . 

Your c ommun i cations of the 12~h Dec~ 1832 , the 19~~ 24~~ 

& 31~~ Jan . Y. and 11~~ FebY . 1833 have been duly received . 

The r emarks i n yours r of the 3l~t Jan . Y. relative to buyin 

cattle fo r t hose r elinquishe d by Choctaws in the old nation , have 

certa i nly a correct b aring upon the case, as w6uld probably oc-

cur i n thi s count ry; for there has scarcely been one contract 

of any de s cr i ption whatever published in this sect on of country , 

that there has not been some combination O"' evident attempt of 

fraud upon Government among the bidders , The same spirit of 

dishone sty goe s wi th them in filling their contracts , so as to 

demand t he utmost .vigilence to prevent the unlettered Indians 

from being cheated . To fi l l these cattle tickets and defeat im

proper doing s a ong b i dde r s I can see no plan more feas ble than 

to have them pur cha s ed i n pr iva t e bar ains , o oth plans rni ht 

be tested l eav i n to the Governmental Agent in the advert sement 

the power of supers eding a l l public bids y any p ivate ontr ct 

which he may make mor e advant ag i ous t o Government . 

The Old Emigrants of 1831, whose time of drawing provi 

sion has expired (most of them having raised no crops last 

year) a r e now begging fo r provi s ion t o keep fr om starv i ng , 



sacrificing thei r annuity for about one sixth of its value f o r 

the same purpo s e, a n d must fare worse if pofsible . I can recom-

mend noth i ng t o r elieve them , for I believe were they supported 

another y ear the same again would happen , though the situation 

of widows a n d orphans is to be lamented . 

I am Si r - -

Very respectfully your 

t t . o • 0 b • S e rv . 

G. J . Ra ins Lt . Dis Agent 

(CIA: 1833 Choc t aw ( Emigr) Lt . G. T . Rains Rel to the purchasin 
of cattle f o r Choc t aws t he starving condition of Emig r ants of 
1831.) 
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Gainesville 15 ~~ ay 1833 

(postmarked Cl i nton Ala June 6, 1833 . 

Sir 

I enclose to you articles of Agreement bet veeen Govt a nd 

individuals employ ' d in r emov i ng Capt ~ Geo : ,, . Harkins , Si las D. 

Fishers & Co~ Joel H Nail artie s Emi grant Choktaws from ~co r vabrje 

Fabrie A T . to the new Choktaw country-- Thes e articles were put 

into my han ds by Capt Sam~ T . Crofs Spc~ Agent for the remv~ 

Subs' Ind i a ns with instructions to enr oll the waggons as fast as 

they arrived at the encampment . h e a ft erward s instructed me t o 

proceed with Col . Joel ai l es Party , to the new Choktaw country , 

and there report to Col · Rector Spcl . Agent g we st of the i . river 

-- Vhen I arri ved at Clear Creek in ~he new Choktaw ation, there 

was no Agent there , to settle with the ·/agoners , consequent ly, I 

discharged them on t he ~o~h Deer . 1832 vi th Certificates for the 

Amts due them afte r deductin the Amts due Boyd Be d n con-

tractors fo r furn s hing the teams , se e Artcle s filed Jn~ . c 

Clinton & Ip Tr i mble -- ·.rhen I returned by way of Little Rock 

I hand ed these inclosed Ar ti cles to Ca ~Bro~ Sup . t . Remov l 

Substr. Ind. we st ~ i but when I l eft, h e r eturned them and told 

me to keep them until call. upon f or them -- I have concluded 

to forward them t o you 

·Respectful ly 

Genl. Geo: Gibson Your . Obt . Servt . 

va s hington A. r. Everett 

(OIA: 1833 Choct aw ( Emi g r at ion) A. · . ~verett Agreement relative 
to Ecor de Fabre Exped ition.) 



M~ J. D. McGee I war n you & BenJamin Moor Juneyear to attend 

at Capt Willinghams on the 7th day of this inst by 12 oclock 

with each of you a gun and aminniton for the purpose of De

tending the rites of our Country now invaded by the Indains 

this the 6th day of Nov 1833 

J . B. Shetford arner 

by athorety 

19J 

(OIA: 1833 Choctaws (Agency) F .. Armst rong . Orders to Military . ) 



Agency 20th Novr' 1833 

The Capt of the Light Horse i s hereby required to give 

notice to the People of this distric t that they are exprefsly 

forbidden from hunting below the line on the Lands of the 

Whites, and he is further ordered to inform them that Col, Rector 

Afst. Agent Chactaw removal & Capt . M0Lellan Sub Agent wi th two 

Interpreters will proceed tomorrow direct to·. the Hunting camps 

of the Indians below the Line, for the exprefs purpose of getting 

them to return to their Homes (with all the means in their power) 

He will say to the Indians through the district that I was 

informed verbally through Col . Arbuckle that the Militia were 

forming to drive the Choctaws to their own country in consequnce 

of their killing the stock of the inhabitants.-

If any of them wish to hunt their Horse s below the line , 

they must come first to the Agent and get a written permit 

setting forth the object of their visit(leaving their guns at 

home) this done they will no doubt be kindly treated by the 

Citizens of the Territory while in pursuit of their property 

F . W. Armstrong 

C A 

(OIA: 1833 Choctaws (Ag ency) F .W.Armstrong . Orders to Mili tary .) 



Agency 21 st Nov ' 1833 

Col. Whorton Rector 

Afst. Agt . Choctaw Removal . 

Str 

I have just been informed through Col . Arbuckle that many 

of the Choctaws are now hunting below the line, in the white set 

tlements, and that the citizens of Crawford County are organiz

ing themselves to drive them back to their own Country in conse 

quence of the I ndians killing the stock of the inhabitants ,-

You wil l please t herefore proceed forthwith accompanied 

by Capt MCLellan Sub Agent with Interpreters Fulsom & Goodall 

direct to Crawford County, and there afscertain where the Indians 

are to b e f ound , visit their camp s and urge them by all pofsible 

means to r e t urn with you to their homes. 
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Ac companying this Order you will receive one given the Capt. 

of Light Horse of this district, The object of which is to sat

isfy the citi zens that every effort will be made and is now mak

ing to confine the Indians within the limits of their own Country ,-

Capt. MCLellan will keep an exact account of all expences 

incurred in t h e performance of this duty . 

On your r eturn you will report all the particulars which 

you may become possefsed of in the performance of this duty 

F . ~ . Armstrong 

C A 

Col. W. Rector 

Afst Agt. Ch . Removal 

(OIA: 1833 Choctaws ( Agency) F. W. Armstrong . Orders to Mi l i tary .) 



Choctaw Agency 

25th Novr . 1833--

Sir 

In compliance with your i nstructions or the 21st . Inst . 

I proceeded t o Crawford County , to where the alleged depreda

tions should have been commited by the Chactaw Indians .-

! made i nquiry of the most respectable citizens of that 

vicinity and coul d learn from none of them that there had been 

more than a hal f dozen Chactaws seen in the neighborhood and 

t~at they had not been in the least wise troublesome 

My opinion is that the report of Indians being in crawford 

County and plundering the citizens was put into circulation by 

designing persons for the purpose of affecting a certain object 

which is now on f oot .- -

Very respectfully 

Major F. W. Armst rong 

Choctaw Agent . 

Your Obt . Servt . 

W~ Rector 

Afst . Agt . Rml . Indians 
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(COPY) 

Cho eta w Agency iliJ . T. 

Sept 22 , 1834 

Capt Clarke 

Commanding Fort Towson 

Sir 

I must request the favour of you to read the enclosed let

ter addressed to Chi ef Laflore; and at the same time request you 

to take t~e ,prisoner and keep him in the Guard House , for the 

reasons stated, until we are advised as to further proceedings 

in this case,by the Department . 

Should the Nation carry their sentence into execution 

there is no remedy; and the life of a human being might be taken 

away, by a wrong tribunal; and although it would be . just toward s 

the offender, for the crime committed, still it ~tg~~ would 

prove a melancholly occurrence , and one greatly to be regretted . 

I am with high regard 

·Your Obt Servt 

(s igned) F . ~: . Armstrong 

C . A . 

(01~: 1835 Choctaws West (Agency) F .W. Armstrong Papers n 
case of slave confined for murder.) 



Choctaw Agency Oct 9th 1834 

Gen. George Gibson 

Com. Gen. of Subsistence 

. It becomes my duty to report to you that Mr Baker has 

failed to deliver the 250 wheels and one hundred Looms on the 

30th day of June last. 

It is due however, to Mr Baker that I should state that 

the uncommon and continued low stage of t he river has prevented 

him from getting up his Irons, which were procured at vincinnatti. 

He has, I believe, his timber well seasoned, and is now progrefs

ing with such parts of the work as can be done without the Irons. 

I do not feel ~yselt authorized to make the arrangement 

for the remainder of the work to be done on Red River, until I 

hear from you, that further time is allowed for the complet ion 

ot the first part of the contract. I do not consider that the 

intereet of the Indians has suffered as yet, for they have not 

raised but very little cotton (if any). I recommend therefore, 

under all these circumstances that further time be allowed Mr 

Baker. Besides the great disappointment growing out of the low 

stage of the river, during the past season, he has had a good 

deal of sicKnefs among his hands, indeed every body in the 

country has been more or lets sick, as far as I can learn. 

I have the honor to be Your obt sert. 

F. W. A~atrong C A 

(OIA: 1834 Choctaw (Budg~ation) F.W.Armstrong Baker could 
not deliver wheels & looms, advises he have farther time.) 
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Sir: 

Little Rock , A. T. 

0 c t l' • 11 ~ -9- 183 4 • 

I l eft this on.thc 2g . ulto . £or the Ve stern Territory, 

with Funds to pay the Indians their Annuities and to meet Treaty 

stipulations, as far as could be accom 1 shed under the then ar

rangements with the Acting Superintendant . But his recent re

turn to the Territory and other d t es i ntervening, prolonged 

the period o ~aki ng the payments beyond the t me practicable 

ror me to remain and superintend personally , cons i stent w th 

other duties , the distribution of the money . I therefore made 

the necefsary preparat ons , placed funds in the hands of my 

Agents to pay the Choctaws , Cherokees and Creeks , nd returned 

to my stati on , ~hich I rea hed thi evening . 

The Funds taken to the Frontier consisted of specie 

$16, 000 , and the residue in small Bill s of $5 & $10 , payable 

in New Orleans, and consequently as good as silver. 

As the Choctaw Annuities are paid to the heads of Famil

ies, it b ecame necefsary to enroll the whole nat ion , preparatory 

to, and before payments cou d be made . This I have ~one , and 

personally attended to the ent re enrolment , and have had the 

Pay Rolls written up, r ady or mak1 g the paym nts , whenever 

the Agent shall direct. The· enrollment of the Choctaws , I 

round to be no small moment of labor , inasmuch as I had to 

traverse the great er part of t eir Country to prepair Rolls 

for, and muste r· 119 compani es occupying over two hundred 

sheets of Pay Rolls or Folio Post size , which , ( or want of 

Blanks,) had to be r uled, captains written , &c . 



The payment of the Ten Thousand Dollars to those Families 

that did not r eceive any Land Benefi ts in the Old Nat ion, is 

detered until the payment of next years Annuity . This was ound 

neoetsary fo r the purpose of getting a correct list of such 

claimants pri or to making payments , which could not well be 

done at this payment . This duty is attended to by my Agents , 

and the 31~~ of J anu ry next is fixed on or clo ing the records . 

The Statement for the distribution of Annuity Funds , and 

funds f o the salaries of Agents , Chiefs, &c . furn shed me while 

at Washingt on , shows he salar es of but one o the Choc taw 

Chi ef s i s to be paid the present year . The Treaty provides 

for t hr ee = one for each Distr ct. Two of the Treaty Chiefs 

Emigrated at an early period, and are with their People in the 

New Country , and a thi rd one was Elected . (Thos . Lafloore , in 

place of Greenwood Lafloore , not Emigrated,) 7~~ July last; 

and all expect to r eceive their salaries . Believing that the 

statement abov e refered to , intended to include salaries for 

two Chi ef s , I have d rect ed the payment of same to be made to 

Mu-shu-l a- tubbee and a - ta- ca- chee; and have r ·equested the sus-

pension of the payment o salary to Thos . Laflore , (the newly 

elected Chief , ) unt 1 I hear from you, and get your i nstructions 

in relation thereto . I Llso f nd that the Statement puts down 

the pay of Sub- Agents for the Choctaws and Cherokees , at $ 500 , 

each, per annum , which doubtless is also a mistake , as the late 

"Law for t he organizat i on of the Department of Indian ffairs," 

fixes the compensa ion at $ 750 . per annum . Th item in the 

Statement f or the herokeeo.:~ st n s thus: ' Pay of sub- Agent "' 

mos. at ~5 0 . per an . ~208 . 33 , an for he Chocta ·s, do . of o . 

7 mos. at ~$500. p r . an. ~~ 291 . 67. 
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I placed funds in the hands of Lt . an Horne , Dis . Agent 

for the payment of Annuities to the herokees , and to meet 

Treaty stipula i ons for that Tribe , as well as for the Creeks 

with instructions in relation t o mak n, the payments; and the 

same will be made whenever the Supt . or Agent shall req ire it 

to be done . 

By the time the Quapaws shall have reached and esta lished 

themselve s i n their locations Vest , I shal either o myself, 

or send the Funds to pay them and the Sennicas their annuities , 

and to make the delivery of Goods to the Osages , provided they 

shall have reached the nation at the t i me the above annuities 

are paid. I n relat ion to the Quapaws , I perceive that the debt s 

of that nation a re to be paid , and the sum stipulated therefor 

($4,180.) i s included i n the Funds rece ived fo r the payment 

of Annuities, &c . for the ~e stern Territory , but as no in true

tiona in relation to s ch payments have been furnished , I am 

at a lofs how to proceed in the execution o that part o the 

duty. I have ther efore to reque st to b e informed who the claim

ants are, the nature of the debts , and the ev i dence that may be 

deemed nec efsary for the payment of them . 

I had ere this e pected to have received several sets of 

the "Regulat ions conc ern ng super i nt endenc i es , &c . and the Regu

lations concerni ng the payment of annuiti es , together with Blank 

Forms, adapted to the va r ious ob j ec ts of disbursements . If none 

has been forwarded on the rec e i pt o this ommunica i on , I mus t 

request of you to forward six sets of the Printed Regulations , 

a complete set of Forms, and a lso the Book containing he l ate 

Indian Treati es. 
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The late per iod of t he pafsage of the act of appropr a 

tion for the payment of annuit i es, renderen it absolutely impof

sible to transpo rt the funds to the frontier , make the payments , 

and get the ac counts to ashington for settlement within the 
. 

time specified. I am in hopes , however , to orward you the ouch-

ers for the pa yment of Annuities to the Choctaws and Cherokees , 

on or before t he close of th s month; and for the other tribes , 

(with the exc ept ion of some items of Treaty st pulations) on or 

before the close of the p esent year . 

Elbert Herring Es qr . 

Comr. of Ind. Af fairs, 

Washington,. D. C. 

v ery Re spectfu ly 

I have the honor to be , 

Your Ob't . servt . 

J Brown Capt . U. S . Army 

s . V. Di s . Age . Ind Annuities 

(OIA: 1834 Choct aws C pt . Jacob Brown, U. S. A., S . v.Disbursing 
Agent of annuiti es, etc . 



Head Quarters U S Dragoons 

Fort Leaven orth Jov . 26th 1834 

Sir 

I h ave the Honor to acknowledge the reciept of your comMu

nication of th 27th Ult9 I am much gratified that my Conduc t in 

relation to the Council held with a number o the Chie s o the 

Western tribes of I ndians a t Fort Gibson n September Rst ha 

been satisfactory to yo . Although I had not received instruc

tions f r om the ~ar department on the subject o Holding Counc ils 

with Ind i ans I f eit the necefs ty of afsuming the responsiht ity 

of Convenin the Chiefs of the friendly tribes t o hold a Confer-

ence ~ith the In i ans that accompanied me on the return of the 

expedition from the I ndian Country I had cons ted Gov~ Stokes 

and fo tunately on the first day of the Council tajor Armstrong 

arrive I found that gentleman an efficient Colleague 

I t is a sou rce of great gratificati on to me to know that my 

Conduct and that of the Corps I have the Honor to Co~mand on the 

late expedition Has the approbat ion of the President 

I have the Honor to be with 

gr at e spect your obt Sert 

To The Honorable H Dodge Col 

Lewis Caf s Se cretary of War Commdg U S Dragoons 

·ash ton City 

(OIA: 1834 Choctaws Col . Ienry Do ge U. S . Dragoons . 
Rel. to his serv ices at council at Ft . Gibson.) 
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Elbert Herr ing Es q: 

Com. I ndian Affairs 

Sir, 

The enclosed papers 

Choctaw Agency 

January lOth 1835 . 

11 put you in pofs fsion of a cl a i m 

mad , by Lewis Evans , a white man ; and a licensed trader in the 

Cher ok ee nation , against John & Lewis Rogers , native Cherokees . 

In comf ormity with the 23rd Section of the l a te Ac t of Congrefs, 

I notifi ed the partres to be at Fort Gibson at the t ime stated, 

prepared t o investigate the complaint of Evans ga~ast against 

Rogers. The accompanying papers will shew the entire proceedings; 

and it now becomes my duty to ive my opinion in this case; after 

which the same will go before the President , for his final de 

cision. 

I t wi l l be seen that evans complains that Rogers has 

forcibly taken pofs fsion of a quantity of salt , which sa i d 

~vans contends had been delivere to hi~ by Keener , in the 

presence of Rogers . The complaint filed and marked N° .1 , in 

t he accompany ing documents will shew the ground upon which he 

rests hi s cl a i m. 

The article s of agreement between Evans and Keener marked 

N? 2, will shew i n what way Evans became interested N"ith Keener . 

In sup or t of the claim proof is offered to sho that Rogers 

stood by and connived at the delivery of the salt by Keener; 

and further t ha t Lewi s Roge r s even aided in mark ng and puttin 

up t he salt in barre ls. I t is therefore contended t hat Rogers 



shoul d have made his objection to the sale of the salt by 

Keen e r at the time· otherwi se he ( Rogers) co ld n~ sustain 

a cl aim ~ if any he had , to said salt, in as much as e failed 

to make the demand for the salt in due time , therefore he lost 

his right , if any he had . A r eference to t h Article of agree

ment or lease between Rogers & Keener , N~ 5 , will show Roger's 

claim & ri ht to the sale in question . 

Lewis Evans & his counsel urged that it wa s the duty 

of Rogers to demand his rent · salt if any was due at the time 

h e was present & saw Keener disposing of th salt to Evans . 

That the very fact of his remaining silent mu t be taken as 

acquiesing in the contr ct & sale by Keener to Evans . This 

ground I consider a good one i n all cases between parties where 

there is no written contract to govern the case in question, 

and unlefs th s was the case under the l aw th r i ht of an in

nocent person who might be a purchaser , could n ever be saf or 

p rotected . Was A. to put a horse in pofsefsion of B. temporar

ily • nnd not with a vie~ t hat · the hor e wa s to be cons i dered 

the property of B. but merely on a loan ; and B. was to offer 

t he horse for sale to C. in the presence of A ; and A was to 

stand by and hear the bargain made; and se the hors e d liver d 

by B. to c. and afterwards attempt to regain the ho se , he could 

no t do so , because it would be considered a wilful fraud prac 

tic ed i nt entionally by A & B. on C. an innocent purchas er , in 

t h i s light Mf Evans wished his case to be placed . 

But after a f ull examination of the agreement between 

Rogers & Keener ; and the f act shown by the t e stimony of two 



witnefses that M: Evans di d know that Keener and Rogers the 

rent s a l t amounting t o l 6604 bushels of salt as proven by Mf 

Evans own wi t nefs ( Smallma n) I n answer to a question by Rogers 

to witnefs , h e stat ed that Evans had actually audited the set 

tlement between Rogers & Keen er; and had made the entry in his 

.own hand writing in Keeners book ; showing that Keener did at that 

time owe Rogers 1660~ bushe l s of salt . It is also in proof that 

M: Evans, before he bought the salt from Keener now claimed, sent 

his wi tnefs Smal lman , t o l ook at the contract between Rogers & 

Keene r. The r efore he cannot be considered as having purchased 

innocently , because he did Rei; know t hat Rogers had a preference 

by t he terms of the lease for the rent salt from Keener; and also 

that Keener owed Rogers then by his own settlement more than the 

1660~ bushel s of sal t now claimed . From the terms of the leas~ 

or agreement i t was opt i onary with Rogers at what time he should 

demand t he rent salt ; and I do not consider that he would have 

been j us ti f i ed in interfer i ng in Keeners sale to Evans, until 

t he l a st moment when he S'aw that the rent salt was going off ; and 

self pres erva tion r equired that he should seize on the salt to 

secure h is r ent . Rogers t oo , i t 'ill be seen by the lease to 

Keener was not auth or i zed to sell salt at the Saline more than 

what wa s bar ely sufficient t o purchase the necefsary supplies 

ro~ the use of h i s f amily . 

To clos e t h is case I am cl ea r l y of opini on that Rogers 

had the r i ght , unde r his lease t o h old the salt . It wi l be 

recol l ected too t hat Rogers i s a na t ive Cherokee , and that ll 

he look ed f or was his r ent . I f ~ Zvans hadadvanced the amount 



of the sal t i n question t o Keener , they vere both white men ; and 

Evans ha s h is r emedy . 

I there fore conc e ive t hat a perusal of the lease or agree 

ment by which Hugh Keene r got i nto pofsefsion of the Saline from 

Rogers puts it out of the power of Keener or any other person 

whatever t o deprive Rogers of h i s rent salt . The salt never wa s 

taken from t he pl ace where i t was made ; and was of course bound 

for the rent . 

I t is i mportant to the parties that this case should be 

decide d as ea rly as practicable , by the President , as the amount 

involved is cans i derable . 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt Servant 

F iJ . Ar mstrong 

A. S . • T 

(OIA: 1835 Choctaws ~e st ( Ag ency) F . W. Arms t r ong . Claim 
of Lewis Evans against J. & L. Roge rs. ) 



Choct aw Agency J an 29 , 1835 

Elbert Herring Es qr 

Com of I ndian Affairs 

Sir 

Enclosed are copi es of a communication and accompanying 

letters sent you on the 25th Sept . 1834 . The length of time 

that has ~lapsed s· nce ; and no answer having been received , has 

led me to believe that they have miscarried . The importance of 

the subj ect makes i t necessary that instructions be given me a s 

early as possible, as the slave will remain in confinement un-

til I hear from t he Department . 

I have t he honor t o be 

Your Obt Servt 

F . VI . Armstrong 

A. S . 1. T . 

(OIA: 1835 Cho ctaws West (Agency) F . ~ . Armstrong . Pape r s in 
ease of slave con ined f or murder . ) 
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Choctaw Agency We st -

S~lJ August 1835 

To the Hon, Sec. of ar; 

Dear Sir; I regret much to inform you that we have lost, 

by death, our worthy friend and Agent Ma jr F. J . Armstrong . He 

died of a short but painful sicknefs . And as I presume there 

will be many applic ations to fil l the vacancy, I take this early 

opportunity to noti f y you and our great father the Pres id ent, 

that so soon as the ch1.efs and head men of the other two Districts 

return from the Treaty with the wi d Indians in the ~est , we 

shall convene the const tuted authority of thas ation, and 

recow~end certain persons , w om the Choctaws have confidence 

in, one of whom , we desire and respectfully request h i m to ap-

point for ou next Agent; As we believe the 13 Article of the 

Dancing Rabbit Treaty gives us the right to recommend our Agent 

to the proper Department, we shall do so as soon as practicable . 

~e believe much depends on the k nd of a man , we have for our 

Agent ,in the advancement of our people in the paths of knowledge 

and civilization , therefore I hope that ou father the Pres dent 

will act ~rith liberality and indulgence towards us his his un-

fortunate Red children. 

ill you please lay this before the r esident? 

I have the honor to b verry 

respectf lly your most Obdt Servt 
his 

Jo~eph K:1.ncaic X 
mark 

Chi ef Moosholatubbee District 

(OIA: 1835 Choctaws West . Jos. Kincaid . Reports death of 
F.W.Armstrong- Chiefs wi sh to name hiss ccessor . ) 



Sir, 

Fort Coffee 

Choctaw Na tion 7est , 

2oth August 1835 . 

At the death of Maj . F. f . Armst r ong Superintendent of 

Indian Affairs, and Agent to the estern Choctaws - I took charge 

of his public papers Appertaining to Indi an aff a irs, principally 

with a view to their preservation since whi ch t i me several let

ters have been received from you and opened , one of which, dated 

14th of July 1835 , desires info ma t i on in rel ation to a Betsey 

Beans of the old or Ea stern Choctaw Nat ion, whi ch information 

cannot be given from this qua rter, it is pofsibl e however that 

Mr John Millard now in Wa s h ington City , can throw some light on 

the Subject, as I think he was with Ma jor Armst rong , when t he 

Choctaws of Mifsifsippi were re istered - Another one of your 

letters dated 22~ July on the Subject of Mr Aldrick a rejecte d 

Mifsionary in the Cherokee Na tion, ha s been received, and a copy 

thereof f orwar ded to Capt . Vashon Sub. A ent of t ha t Na tion . An 

other of the same date , on the Subje c t of Send ng "one or two 

Chiefs of each of the ~l ild Tribes o Indi ans to ~a sh i ngton City," 

has be e n received , and a copy of it f orwarded to Genl . Arbuckle, 

and Governor Stokes (Commifsioners.) 

I have taken on myself for the time being the duties 

of Agent to the Choctaws residing north of the mountain , Compris 

ing Mu-sha-la-tubbee's District, and have informed Col . Vose 

at Fort Towson of that fact, whom I suppose will in l ike manner 

take upon himself the duties of Agent to the other two Districts 



comprising that portion of the Choctaw Nation South of the Moun-

tains. 

It is a matter of question with the Disbursing Agents 
' 

of the Indian Dept ., whether or not the claims of Blacksmith 

Strikers &c. employed in the Choctaw Nation can be paid or ac 

counts authenticated by an Officer Act.ing as I am, as the Law 

requires that the accuracy of those accounts be certified to , 

by an Agent or Sub Agent of the Indian Depar t ment, and as the 

most of those persons have pay due them for six months , and up-

ward~, and will in all Probability apply for it , I will thank 

you for your early decefsion on that point . 

In consequence of the Scarcity of Springs of ,7ater in 

that portion of the Choctaw Nation , between the Arkansas River 

and the Mountain, some of the School Houses recently erected 

are said to be des ti tute for good and wholesome \ a ter , from 

which caus e some of the School Teachers have applied to me 

to have Wells dug, but not feeling myself to be authorized 

to do so, Re spectfully request your decifsion on that Subject . 

I hav e continued in Servi ce M:' Clark who has be en hereto-

fore employed by Maj . Arms t rong as a Clerk in the Indian Depart

ment, at a Sallary of Five hundred Dollars per annum, which 

course I h ope will be approved of by the Department , in as much 

a s his services will be very essential in the settlement of Maj . 

Armstrong's Public accounts , he being better acquainted with 

their arrangement than any other person - his knowledge of the 

unfinished businefs of the Office, may also be of benefit t o 

the person who may hereafter be appointed to succeed the late 
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Superintendent and Agent ( Ma j. Armstrong . .) 

I have the honor t o be 

Elbe r t Herring 

Commi f sioner of Indi an 

Affairs - -

Sir 

Very Re spectfully 

Yo . Obt . Servt . 

John St uart 

Capt . 7t I nf¥ 

Comdg . For t Coffee 

Choctaw Na t i on 

(OIA: 1835 Choctaws Test (Agency) Cap t . J ohn St uart , Acting 
Agent, Mi sc . l ett ers . ) 
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The country o·ccupied by ~eshulatubbee distri ct o f Choc

taws, lying between the Arkans as river , and the Ozark Moun

tain; whi ch divides the wat ers of the Arkansas and Red riv

er, is considerably broken by hilll ls and mountains , whi ch 

have a general range nearly parallel to the main Mountain . 

Those ridges are often several miles apart ; an d ar e covered 

with a short-timber , principally of the oak kind and a re 

more or less covered with sand stone and the soil poor . In 

he vallies between the ridges lies t he tillable or fertile 

lai!ld through the centre of which, i -n ev ery ca se , t here runs 

a Bayou or water course , t he borders of which, are for the 

most part , covered with a n arrow b elt or strfp of timber; 

and the space between t hat and _t h e ridges , is ~ener ally , 

prairie wi thout mu ch rock . In thos e valli es i mmedi a t ely 

on the water cou rs es , ar e to b e f ound the present Indi an 

set t lements, whi ch ar e most commonly made ne ar t he mouth 

or confluence of the Bayo~s ~ith other streams . 

There ar e but ve ry few springs of wat~r within this 

district of country; and t he wat e.r now made use of , by the 

inhabitants; is t aken al most entirely f rom t he Bayous, the 

most of which ceases to run f or months t o ether, durin t he 

summer & fall; but where the settlements now -are, or in ot h er 

words, near the mouth of many of tho s e streams, water is to 

be found in pools or low places in the Bayous , durin the 

driest times. But that is not the case n earer t o their 

sources; and when the settlements extend hi gher up wells 
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will have to be r esorted to , as the only means of procuring 

water, during the summer and fall months . The l and immediate 

ly bordering on the Arkansas river is alluvial , and is equal 

in point of fertility t o any soil in the United States . That 

bordering on the Poteau and other l a r ge streams , is als o 

fertile, but is not so extensive . 

Th e best and most valuable timber is confined to the 

river bottoms ; ·& consists of Bl a ck Oak, Overcup Oak , Va lnut 

&c, there is no white oak, or Poplar , in the co~try , Pine 

is to b e found in the mountain only . Some parts of the prairie 

land is tolerably fertile; and will produce grain middling 

well . for fifteen or t wenty years , afte r which ~t will re quire 

manure; one obj ection , however to the praire l and of this 

country , f o r cultivation, is that the whole surface , is broken 

by a kind of hillock peculiar to the prairies of the wes t, 

whi ch are from one to three feet high, and from ten feet to 

thirty yards in diameter across the base , they are very mu ch 

in the way in p loughing; and what is still worse , the rain 

that f alls on them runs quickly off , on to the surrounding 

flat surface; and thereby gives the flat space an over

proportion of water , which it canno t abs orb, and which if 

not taken off by small rills , remains on the surface untill 

evaporated by the atmosphere , whi ch i n some cases r equires 

several days , and even weeks , during whi ch time the s oil 

is soft and often mirery. Those hills or lump s are irregular 

ly planted over the surface ; and are se l dom fifty yards apart , 
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and are generally not n ea r so much ; and often in the course 

of their growth, two or more of them have become united to 

gether. They are dispersed over all the fl at highl and , 

both timbered and prairie , that i s clear of stone and gr avel 

The timbered land, howev er, that contains those hills was 

originally prairie; and has b een encroa ched on by the timb er, 

which is advancing, b y re gul ar progres s ion ove r a ll parts of 

the prairie land . It may be a s ked why the ri dges & mount a ins 

are covered with timber befor e the f l at po r tion o r · the coun

try? The reason to me , is very obvious , the ri dges are rocky 

and the soil poor; and consequently the gr ass & herbage is 

comparatively short & light ; and the f ire s do not pas s ove r 

it with such fury as i t does over the f er t ile p l a in ; & there

by gives the timber an opportunity to spring up . 

Ther e a r e v ariou s conjectures r e spe cting t he formation 

or caus e of thos e hills . Some are of opinion that t hey were 

formed by the sea, others, that they ar e t he work of human 

hands &c, but I am very clearly of opinion that they have 

been occasioned by a small animal of the mole ki nd , ca lle d 

the Salamander or Gofer, which live s principa lly under ground ; 

and in place of br eaking up t h e surface , as the mole doe s , 

in moving from place to p l ace, they excava te their way by 

throwing out t?e clay into small hills; and in t h e fall when 

the weather becomes cool, several of them col lect to gether , 

and excavate a hollow near the surfa ce of sufficient capa city 

for winter quarters, f or the whole party, int o which they 

carry a large quantity of gr ass and ot her vegat able matter 
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for bedding. The n ext fall , this pro ce s s is renewed at the 

same spot, whi ch increases the bank of clay on the surfac e ; 

and the grass &c, carri ed below being protected from the an

nual fires, will decompose and f orm earth , l arge quantities 

of grass ar e a lso covered and protected f rom the fire , by 

the clay which i s thrown out on the surface . This proc ess 

being carri ed on a t or near the sam·e pla ce , by eneration 

after generation of those animals f or thousands of years , 

has f o rmed the hills in question . 

Ther e are other small mounds in this country that no 

doubt are the work of human hands , but they are ea sily dis

tinguished from those above mentioned . 

One serious and lastin ~ inconvenience t o this di stri ct 

2lG· 

of country is the total abs enc e of Li mes tone . I do not be

lieve that there is a single particle of that stone to be found 

within the distri ct. 

Ther e i s some appearance of salt in many places , but no 

v aluable salt springs have yet been foun d . 

There ar e a lso some strong indications of stone co a l, 

in the lower part of the district; and on the South ·fork 

of the Canadian. In the up er or western par t of the dis 

trict, it i s f ound to exist in greater quantities . 

Fort Coffee 

Choctaw Nation 

1st October, 1835. 

I am Sir very respe cty 

Your Obt Servant 

John Stuart 

Capt . 7h Inf~Y 

Actg Agent 

(OIA: Schools (Choctaws We st) Capt. John Stuar~ , USA) 



Fort Coffee 

October 1 ~t 183 . . 

Elbert Herring Esqr. 

Comr of Ind~ Affa i rs -

Sir 

Shortly after the death of Act ing Superintendent of In

dian Affairs and Agent for the Chocta nation, Major F . w. Arm

strong, I took on my elf the duties of Agent to that part of the 

Choctaw nation, north of the Ozark mountain, comprisin echula

tubbee district · and i mmediately informed Lt Colonel Vose , the 

commanding officer of Fort Towson, of that f ct , supposing that 

he would act as such for the other two dist ricts , comprising that 

part of the Choctaw nation South of the mountain . 

F rom your Circular of ay , 1835, it is made he duty of 

Indian Agents &c, to make , immediately after the 30th of Septem

ber, in each year - various repo ts & statements apperta ning to 

the condition of their separate Agencies; but situat d as I am 

and having so limited a kno wledge of Indn Affa rs , as 1 have , am 

soMewhat in doubt as to the proprie ty o attempting the task . I 

am inclined, however , to belie e it to be my duty to make return 

and statements of such matters appertaining to this district , 

as a re ithin my knowl edge. 

The paper here i th enclo sed marked: 

A,is an Abstract of Li censed traders within th district . 

B, is a statement in rela ion to the seizure of spirits . 

c, is a List of persons empl oyed in this district . 

D, i s a Report of the Schools within t he same . 



!• F & G, are Reports of the different School teachers . 

~, is a description of t he country . 

There are two Post Offi ce s within t hi s di s t r ict , one of 

which is at the Agency, nd thJ other at this place . 

( OIA: 
Agent. 

I have the honor t o be Si r 

Very r es pe tful ly 

Your Obt. Servant 

J ohn St uart 

Capt 7t Inf~ 

Acting Agent 

us elatubbees Dist rict 

1835. Choctavs ~e st ( Agency) Capt . J ohn Stuar t, Act i ng 
Misc . lette rs . ) 

- r ' 21 . 



To Capt Wil l i am Armstrong 

Choctaw Agen t 

Sir: 

(COPY ) 

Fort Coffee 25th Oct 1835 

~e the unders i gned Chief and Captains of Meshulatubbee 

Di s trict, have to inform you that we wish our annuity for 1836; 

paid to u s in money; and we also wish the Disbursing Officer 

of the Government to pay us by heads of families , as usual. 

Tr ue copy 

Attest Geo. W. Clark e 

Very respectfully Your f r i end s &c 

(Signed) 

Joseph Kincaid 

Chief M. Di strict 

• Meshul a tub bee 

I m a l ee chee 

Pis tam bi 

Ko e ho ma 

m Bohannon 

Ton a ha cha 

Ho she ho rna 

Ko e to ba 

Ho pah ka no ah 

Tush ca ha jo 

Ah korch au tub bee 

Hock loon tub bee 

Ho she ho po ah 

R. M. Jones Clerk 

(OIA: 1835 . Choct aws Wes t. lm . Armstrong . Report of proceedings 
of gene ~al council.) 



Choctaw Agency Deer . 30t h 1835 

To the Honourable Elbert Herring 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Sir; 

The under s i gn ed are cit i zens of the Terrotry of Arkansas , 

and merchants at this place , and have been Li censed Traders 

among t he Chocta ~s f or the l ast three years , having , perhaps , 

more capital inve sted , than any other Traders in this Nation , 

and do ing a heavy busines s; and f or the first time in our lives 

hav e fo und it necessary , to make application directly , to our 

Gov ernment for the protection of our r i ghts -

A strange , novel and oppressive system, is about to be 

establ ished , and put i nto execution , and without the i nterpos i

tion of the Government , our trade is stopped and our character s 

traduc ed The ca s e is this ; on the 2sth Inst an Ind an Counc il 

wa s he l d at t he Agents Of f i ce and he personally pre s ent; when 

and where they drew up a paper which we have seen, but could not 

obtain f rom t he Agent a copy ; chargi ng us with various crimes 

of a d i shonest -character - This Council · was convened and se t 

ith i n the distanc e of f our hundred yards of our store, and not 

t he l eas t intimati on had we of the i ntent or char ac t er of i t -

By that Council , our charac t ers, a s men , were as s ailed and 

traduced , and our me r cantile transacti ons put in great embar rass 

ment - I n t he eving wh en t he Counc i had adj ourned , we , by 

accide nt, l earned from the Ind i ans , that we had been the sub

j ect of the Council , wher eupon we i mmed i at ely r epai red t o the 

Agents off i ce , and requeste that we mi ~ht s ee t he proceedings 



of the Council, Thi s the Agent complied with , and promised 

to send us t he next morni ng a fa i r copy- The next morning we 

waited unti l after br eakf a st for the promised copy; But it be 

ing delayed much longer than we expected , accord ng to the 

promise of the Agent , we again waited upon Capt. Armstrong , 

and request ed him that he furnish us with it , in order that we 

could meet i t and shape our defence -

He t hen told his Clerk to give it to us which he did, 

Af ter readin the charges we to d the Agent; (Capt . Arm

strong) that they were false and malicious, anrl that we could , 

and were ready to prove them to be so; and challanged and in

vited an investigation , And called upon him as the Government 

Agent, to protect our ri hts as Traders , and as American citi 

zens, te-~Fet Qet- e~F-P! 9te and to investigate the matter fully, 

fairly and completely-

All o which , he posatively refused , and said we had no 

rights,- We t hen off e r ed him a written communication upon the 

subject, ( which we herewi th enclose ) and asked that he wou d re 

ceive it and fi le i t wi th the papers i n h s Office ; And thi s, 

to our great astonishment, h e also refused , and would not even 

suffer us to r ead it to h im - Thus we hav e been t r i ed and con

demned by an Indian Counci l , an r ef used t he comon r i ht of de 

fence, by the Agen t ,- He ha s r efused us License, but granted 

us six months to wind up our bus ne s s 

Under these embarassing ci rcumst ances we l eft t he Offi ce 

and proceeded only a few steps, when we were call ed upon t o 

give up the copy of the proceedings of the Counc i l , whi ch befor e 
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had been given us, This we complie . with , but think it extreme

ly hard that we should be divested of the only paper that we 

rely upon to bas e our defence - We have no doubt the paper will 

be sent to you if so please send us a copy - One of the charge s 

is, we recollect, that our measure is too small , (meaning our 

yard stick) Upon this point we herewith enclos e you certificates , 

together with ot hers ,- One of t he Gentlemen, aj- Nall, who has 

furnished us with hi s certificate , i s one of the most respecta-

ble Choctaws of t he Na ti on , and now the Chi ef Clerk of the 

mercanti le hous e at For t Coffee ,- The other Gent l emen are of 

equal verac i ty and s t andi ng -

Now Sir , we hope y ou will t a~e thi s mat t er into conside ra 

tion, and lay t he whole before the War Depa!•tment , t ha t Justice 

may be done us , and our License be r enewed for the usual term 

allowed by law -

Col - sevier is acquainted wi th us and any informat ion you 

may want respe cting us, we refer you t o h i m -

\ ishing that we may hear f r om y ou a s ea r l y as practicable, 

r/e subsc r i be our s e lves your Obt -

and Humble Sevts -

Pi ck ett & Gregg 

(OIA: 1835 Choct aws rest Pickett & Grigg . Re lat i ve to 
a refusal of a licens e to trade . ) 



Being r equest ed by Mes s rs . Pickett & Gregg , Traders , in 

the Choctaw Nation, t o measure their yard- sti·ck , which we ac -

cordingly di d , and do hereby certify that is full three fee t 

in length by the English rule -

Choctaw Agency 

Deer. 31st 1835 

/indecipherable/ 

Lewis Harmans 

(OIA: 1835 . Choc t aws West. Pickett & Grigg . Relative t o 
a. refusal of a l i cense to trade . ) 



Being re§uested by Bickett & Gregg to measure their yard 
by 

stick; and do here certify that it was a full yard in length. 
~ 

I do furthermore certify that I have in my intercourse and deal 

ings with them have always found them fair and honorable in 

their businefs transactions and as far as my knowledge extends 

have full confidence in their justice and accuracy of their 

mercantile dealings 

Fort Coffee 

Deer 31st 1835 

Thos . vall 

(OIA: 1835. Choctaws West . Pickett & Grigg . Relative to a 
refusal of a license to trade . ) 
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Choctaw Agency Deer 3lt 1835 

Dr Sir 

The Agent has refused us License , and suffered an indian 

council to pafs Judgement upon us . and he carry it into effect , 
been 

without given us any notice & denyin us a hearing - we have ar-

ressed in our trade and our bus~nefs greatly embarrafsed f or no 

other reaso n but the caprice of one individual - we Calle upon 

the agent to investigate the matter fully which he refused and 

would not suffer us even to read to him a written Communication 

upon the subject - we told the agent that the charges we re false 
we prove them to be s o 

andftCould & were ready to~ and invi ted an investigat ion - this he 

refused & sayed we had no r i ghts - this is the firs t time our 

lives that we have heard that Ameri~aiT Citizens had no rights -

and utterly refused us the right of Common defence - we have ap

pealed to our government & hope that you will use your best exer-

tions to sustain us - we wi sh our License reniewed fo _ the usual 

Term of law - you. wil l please let no time pafs untill you see into 

the matter, for we afsure our all depends upon the ifsues and hat 

we may hear f rom you very early - we remain your friends 

& humb Servt 

Pickett & Grrgg 

To the Honbe 

A H Sevier 

(OIA: 1835. Choctaws West. Pi ckett & Gregg . Relating to a 
refusal of a licens e to trade.) 



I do hereby certify , that I have known Messrs . Ricketts 

& Gregg, Traders in the Choctaw nation, for a number of years , 

and f or the last two years have had extensive dealings with 

them as merchants and have allways found them, honest, honour-

able and correct, and being situated immediately in their yard , 

am frequently in their store,and have never heard any dificulty 

between them and any other person, either Indian or whiteman 

about their accounts -

Consequently I have ful confidence in the justice of 

their mercantile transactions -

Choctaw Agency 

Deer. 31st 1835 

/indecipherable/ 

(OIA: 1835 Choctaws est . Pickett & Grigg . Relative to a 
refusal of a license to trade . ) 



Fort Coffee 

Choctaw Nation ~e st 

l~t February 1836 . 

Sir, 

I had the Honor by last weeks mail to receive your let 

ter of the 25~h of December last, but your letter of the 12~h 

of November acknowledging the receipt of the Proceedings of 

. ··.: 
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t he General Council of the Choctaw Nation was not received until 

thi s day - a Copy of which however will be furnished Capt . Arm

strong immediately on his return to the Agency . 

Elbert Herring Esq . 

Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs . 

I am Sir 

Very Re spectfully 

Yr . Obt. Servt . 

John Stuart 

Capt . 7t Ini'~ 

( OI A: Choctaw File . Fort Gibson, 2/16 , 1836, Arbuckle , Gen. 
M. & s t uart, Capt . John . Rel . to Choc taw boundary and affairs 
gene r al l y .) 



Fort Coffee 

loth February 1836 . 

Sir, 

I have the Honor in compliance with Order No 45 , of the 

sth November 1834 , to report that uaptain Fulsom one of the most 

r e spectable and influential captains in thi District of the Choc 

taw Nati on, has just r eturned from off a hunting expedit on in 

the Western extremity of the Choctaw Country . 

He started out in the month of October last, with 12 men, 

and mad e Coffee's Camp or Trading establishment on Red River 

west of the Crofs timbers, his center of action , he proceeded 

South and westward of that place something like 60 or 70 miles , 

at t he same time extending his hunters over as wide a range of 

country as their number would conveniently cover, in which sit -

uation they frequently met with parties of the Commanch~es , and 

Kioway's, and their intercourse with them was invariably of the 

most friendly kind, the Commanchies at all times expressed the " t 

kindest f eelings towards both the Choctaws , Cherokees, and Creeks, 

but complai ned l oudly against the Delawares and Sha¥vnees , and say 

t hat the Shawnee s some t me in the month of December l a st, came 

to one of their hunting camps and killed four of thei party, for 

which they say that all of the ~estern Tribes will in future con

side r the Shawnees . and Delawares as enemies, and will treat them 

acco r d ngly whenever they may find them; but will at the same 

time t ake the Choc t aws, Cherokees and Creeks by the hand as 

f r iends and Brothers , nothi was said about the Osages . 

Captain Fulsom further says that Mr . Holland Coffee 

informed hi m about the l ast of December , or 1 9 tof January that 
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the Commanchi es had i n a formal manner notified him that he mus t 

remove from h is pre sent Trading establishment , or that they 

would compel h i m t o do s o by force of arms, to which he bade 

them defiance, and i t i s f or time, to show the result , he is 

entirely ignor an t of the cause of their being offended at him . 

My i nformant Capt a i n Fulsom says that he understood ~hile 

out, t hat as the ·~ild Tribes who met the Commissioners in council 

last August were on their return home , they were very much af

flicted wi th disease , and that all of their leading men. except 

two, had die d before reachi ng their respective homes, which was 

the cause of p r oducing considerable dissatisfaction in the minds 

of the Indi ans t owards the whites , as they were of the opinion , 

that the sickness and death of their chiefs, was occasioned by 

something given to them by the whites while attend in the coun-

cil. 

Capt ain Fulsom further understood , that the Articles of the 

Treaty entered int o between the United States Commiss~oners , and 

those Weste rn Tribe s, in August last , was not ·torn up by the In

dians as bas b een represented , but was placed b. one of the i r 

Chiefs, in the hands of a white Trader , f or safe keeping . 

Anothe r Choc taw Capt ain whose name I do not recollect, 

was a lso out at the same time, and in the same range of country 

that Fulsom was i n; and l ost while there , two Boys of his part y , 

and does not know whether they are los t in the oods or killed , 

he himself is stil l out on search of them , whi l e the main body 
. 

of his hunters, have r e t urned h ome . 

A considerable excitement prevails at this time among the 

Indians residing near the line of the Arkansa s Terri tory, re s pect-



in/Z a report that has been put i nto c i _rculation by the people 

of the Territo r y , which declares it to be the intention of 

Arkansas, when she becomes a state to extend her state Juris -

diction over all of that pa r t of the Choctaw and Cherokee na

tions, lying within the original boundary of the Territory . 

Some of the I nd ians are quite easy on the subject , and 
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say tha t the Govern~ent of t he United States has cede that 

countr y to them and has pledged the faith of the Government to 

sustain them i n the exclusive right of the occupancy and Jurisdi c-

tion thereof ; except in cases set forth in Treaties, when Con-

gress can enact ce rtain Laws, for their Government, and they 

further s ay , that they will rely confidently upon the faith 

of t he Ge neral Government to sustain them against all intru-

sion comi ng from Individual St ates . 

hile others ar apprehensive tha t from some heretofore 

unexp~ cted construction of the Laws they may again be required 

to undergo the distressing consequences of another removal . 

I hav e made a brief statement of the last mentioned 

report direc t toM~ Herring Commissloner of Indian affairs , as 

Capt. Armst rong the Superintendent is absent , but have not com

municated i t t o any other source . 

I am Si r Very Respectfully 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Lieut. . . Seawell (Signed) John Stuart 

A.D.Camp & Act. Asst. Adjt . Gen . Capt . 7th Inf . 

South West. Frontier. 

(OIA: Choctaw Fi l e. Fo ~t Gibson, 2/16 , 1836 . Arbuckle , Gen . M. 
& stuart, Capt.John. Rel. to Choc t aw boundary and affairs 
general ly.) 



Sir, 

Head Quarters S . Vestn . . Frontier 

Fort Gibson Feby 16~ 1836 . 

I have the honor herewi th to transmit (for the informa

tion of the Government) a copy·of a letter r eceived from captain 

John Stuart the cornmanding offic er of Fo r t Coffee , under date of 

the loth inst, and I can add that it would· give great dissati s

faction to the Cherokees a~ well as to the Choctaws in the event 
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our Government shou d promise, or agree , that the r•:e ste rn boundary 

of Arkansas Territory as now established, should under any circum

stances or at any time be removed further ~'est . 

The information Captain Stuart has received in relation 

to the comanche Indians, ha v ng ordered f Coffee to leave his 

.Trading establishment, or that they would remove him by f orce 

was received here late in December , except that it was not then 

understood that the comanches had notified M~ Coffee that they 

would remove him by force , - and I am of the opinion that they 

have not threatene d to do s o, - as it is believed they have not 

visited the Trading Hous e of Mf Coffee since some time late in 

November or early in December last . The information received 

on this subject was communicated to the Honorable the Secre t ary 

of Nar on the 29th of De cember last by Governor Stokes and my-

self. 

I am informe that t wo or three days since , a citizen 

of the United State s of good character arrived in the Cre ek 

settlements near to this post from the Province of Texas who 
Indian 

reports that Benjamin Hawkins, a half breed C reek~ { who left this 

with his family for Texas two or three years since) wi th an of-



fioer of the exican GovernMent had of late endeavoured to induce 

the Indians, who have left our country and settled between our 

upper settlements on Red River and Nacogdoches, to commence war 

on the inhabitants of Texas , this it appears has been for the 

present avoided in consequence ; of some of the Indians being 

opposed to it, and having notified the Inhabitants of the proj -

ect of Hawkins, and the Meocican officer , - Ha~kins in consequence 

of the failure of his plnns , found it necessary to leave that 

country i mmediately , and is probably at present with the Creeks 

settled on the Canadian River . I have no doubt , from informa-

tion that I have received, that there is an understand ng between 

Hawkins and several of the principal Chiefs of the Creek nation , 

t hat they are to remove with their people to the province of 

Texas as soon after their arrival here as convenience will permit. 

In Texas they expect that an extensive tract of country wil l be 

assigned t o them, or that if it is refused , they will possess 

themselves of it by force . 

t o 

Brig. Gen. R. Jones 

Adjt. Genl 

1Vashington C 1 ty. 

(CIA: Choctaw File. 
& Stuart, Capt. John. 
generally.) 

I am Sir 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt. Servt . 

. Arbuckle 

Brevt . Brigdr . G nl. Co g 

Fort Gibson , 2/1 6 , 1836 . Arbuckle, Gen . M. 
(Rel. to Choctaw boundary and affairs 



Gentlemen! 

Newp ort Ky 

Ma r ch 28~h 1836 

Your communi ca tion r equesting a certificate from me , rela

tive to your conduct a s Traders in the Choctaw Nation , i s re 

ceived, and in r eply I have to state my surprise , that i t should 

ever have been made a que s tion , and confidently afsert my be

lief that it h a s been thro' the machinations of one Ind i vidual 

or more, who promi se thems elves to promote thei r own i nterests 

in your expul s i on fr om the vicinity of the Choctaw Agency . 

So far from suppos ng that you we re guilty, at any time , 

of any impr opriety as Traders among the Choctaw Indians, I have 

always t hought that you furnished these people gratuitously with 

more, a nd gav e them better weight and measure , f or their money 

and peltries t han other merchants similarly situated , and have 

no doub t but tha t R. Jones U. S . Interpreter , your former rival 

in trade ( and as gr eat a scoundrel as ever lived) is at the bot 

tom of t his businefs, afsisted probably by no small ill will of 

the Agent, who doubt lefs would villingly dispense coming in con

tact with any of the connexi ons of the injured widow of Majt 

M~Clellan, as a s alve to an upbrading consc i ence . 

You a r e a t libert y to make what ever use you please with 

this letter, whos e contents are founded upon an intimate acquaint 

ance with you whil e deal i ng largely with you for nearly three 

years, and t he Choct aw Indi ans , with whom you traded while I was 

U.S.Disbursing Agent . I am Gentlemen 
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very respectfully Your Mo . Obt . ervt . 
Mefs. Pickett ~ Gregg 
Merchants at Ch. A. G. G. Rains Lt . tT . S . A. 

(OIA: 1835 Choctaws West. Pickett & Gr i gg . Re l at ive to r efus ed 
of a license to trade .) 



Ho. of Reps 7th May 1836 

The Hon. L. Cafs 

Sir. 

A portion of the Choctaw I nd ans amountinf to some three 

or four thousand st i11 r emain in the limits of the ·states of Ala

bama and Mifs..if~ippi, a large proposition of whom are anxi ous to 

emigrate to the We s t , i f the means were provided by Government . 

Letters have been received by the Mifsifsippi Delegation 

stating that t he Choctaws in Mifsifsippi are in a state of much 

excitement and .have already burned several houses on the frontier . 

There is some reas on to fear , that they may catch the war spiri t 

now prevailing so extensively among the tribes of the South , and 

under this impress i on we respectfully call your attention to the 

matter and hope you will ask an appropriat i on fo . the removal of 

such as are wil l i n to emigrate . The object is to introduce this 
• erokee 

appropriation into the bill to carry into execution the Che e t aw 

Treaty, which wil l soon be 

before the House . 

I concur in r equest i ng th s -

appropriation-

H. J. Walker 

I also concur in reque s t i ng 

this appron. 

J S Lyon 

I have the honor to be, 

very Respfy . 

Y. Mo . Obt 1 Servts , 

Davi d Di c<son 

J . F H Claiborne 

M. T Black . 

(OIA: Choctaw (Emigr ) Fi l e 70. '.''/a s hi ngton, 5/7, 1836 (#70) . 
Dickson, Hons. David, J.F.H.Claiborne & 3 ot hers - Delegation . 
Requesting that an appropriat i on be called f or , etc . ) 
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At a Council begun and helf at the Choctaw Agency the 27~h 

June 1836 Present Joseph Kincaid Chief , Inweleeche, Hock a loon 

tubbee, Pis tamba , To ne ha juh, Ah none pis sub bee ' · Tan up ca 

homah, Hos she ho mah , Hah lah tah , John McKinny , Ad~m Fulsom, 

John Perry , Ko a to ba , Lewis Perry , Ko e ho mah, Fah lah mone 

tubbee, Tus ka ha j ah , Hole bah, George Pusley , Jerry Kinca i d & 

Charles Captains , present , convened for the purpose of investigat 

in~ the charges preferred by a ouncil held on the 28~h Deer 1835 

against Mefsrs Picket t & Gregg by order of the Secretary of ar . 

John Gregg of the firm of Pickett & Gregg appears in his ovn 

proper person & defends 

1 CaptS Pistamba & Pursley & others state that they informed 

Mefsrs Pickett & Gregg that they could not give them leave then 

to build a house that but few of their people was oveP - and when 

they did come i f they were willing that they had no objection -

that t hey knew the treaty give the government the ight to 

license trade rs that they left the Agency for their location 

near Samboy fifte en or t wenty miles , that when they returned 

again Some time after , their house was nearly finished 

Question by Mr Gregg - Vould you not of objected to any 

other white trader at that time - Answer - We would 

2 Capt Ko e tob Stat es that he is a poor man nd has some 

times to go in debt that be purchased some t me since two blank

ets from Mefsrs Pickett & Gregg; that they were thin & bad 

blankets that Mefsrs Pickett & Gregg threw the blankets out of the 

doore and shut it & told him the price wa s four dollars a piec 

that he went to his camp tha t night i t ra ined & the blanket s came 



to peices, that he made a bill of sixty dollars with them that 

himself and brother in l aw made a hunt and returned with three 

hundred weight of Deer Skins & made a calculat on and thought 

it would discharge the debt that some time after M~ Picket t told 

him he owed a balance of sixteen doll ars - he came in some t i me 

after again and paid . t wenty dollars which he thou ht discharged 

the old debt Some time a ft er he came again and M~ Picket began 

to ask h i m for money and peltrys and to call over the old acc ount 

for blankets &C he told them when he began trading he had dealt 

a great deal with white men and would continue with them unlefs 

he found them to dece ve him, that he found they were cheat ing 

him and he would have no more t~ dealings with them, that he 

still owes them but calculates to have no more to do with them 

when he pays them up 

Question by M~ Gregg - Vhen was it you got the blankets 

Answer - it was last wi nter ~as a year ago - and I was 

told at the Store at the t i me that the second day aft er wou d be 

Christma s 

Question by same - at what time was your account Sixty 

dol l ars 

Answer - I had a small RCC ount before - and at the time 

of get t ing t he blankets it amounted to Sixty dollars 

Ques t i on by M~ Gregg - /hen did you make the payment of 

the t hr ee hundred pounds of pel try you speak of to liquidate the 

debt of sixty dollar s - - Answer- the first of the Spring follo~ -

ing 

Que s t ion by same - d i d you make any other payment shortly 

after that in peltrys t o any amount -- Answer -- Shortly af te r 
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the time I made the payment of Sixty doJlar s , I sent by my son

inlaw peltr ys to the amount of twenty dollars which when we i ghed 

by Mefsrs Pi ckett & Gregg amount ed to twenty dollars 

questi on by same - did you get goods from us after the 

council of 28~h Dect last -- Answer - I did to the amount of five 

dollars and s ent peltry to pay it shortly afterwards 

3 Que s ti on by M; Gregg to Joseph Kincaid Chief - You have 

been d ealing with us for some time have we ever diceived you or 

charged you too much - I leave near to you and often sent to you 

for things without taking any account of , my company would get 

things and I found that my account amounted to more than I thought 

the peop l e of my company for whom I vas charged wou d tell me that 

they had paid their own accounts , one of the persons I reccollect 

to b e no w dead a woman named E lah pa oka the other I do not rec-

collect - bu t as I firs t stated I was not then particular so as 

to remembe r t he i r names a t a council it was determined to give the 

Delawares then t ravelling her e some presents the chief Moo shu la 

tub bee had the articles precured from you they were to be paid 

for by t he nat i on, I found some time after that those art cles 

were charged t o my account , I objected to it and they were taken 

from it - I never told Mefsrs Pickett & Gregg of any difficulties 

about charges 

4 Capt. I m me lee chee - St ates that he had an a~ ount 

with Mefsrs Pi ckett & Gregg . that he paid a dollar - when pay

ing the account Some time ~~~¢~ a f ter he f ound that the dolla 

was not credited and he had t o pay i t aga in , that him and his 

company had an account wi t h Pickett & Gregg of upwards of $100 . 



that he went fo rward and paid i t - but afterward an account of 
up 

ten dollars was brought , and rather than have a difficulty he 

paid it again, I was also charged with twenty five cents worth 

of Sugar which I had paid for when I got it, the spring some time 

afterwards t he account was presented and when I insisted I had 

paid it, it was stricken off . It wa s at the annuity before the 

last that I paid the account of about rl06 . I afterwards had to 

pay a balanc e of ten dollars which I had paid when I paid the ac 

count of $106 . at the last annuity I paid up all my accounts ex-
was 

cept ten dollars , which~~~ to be paid in peltry - Six dollars 

of which has been paid - and four dollars yet due 

5 Capt Jerry Kincaid States that he purchased a dollars 

worth of Sugar which he was told was Six pound and a half - that 

he did not know anyth ng about weighing with those round weights, 

he went home and had a pair of small stilynrds and weighed the 

Sugar and f ound it two and a half pounds short - he purchased 

again an d found ~g~~~ upon we ighing it at home to be the same 

way - he then told the Chief that they were not fair dealers and 

wished h i m to inform the Agent he also sent his little boy to 
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the store wi th a fifty cent piece of Silver for some coffee and 

sugar, t he boy returned and told him that they only Counted the 

money f or thirty seven cent s . which was the amount of the Sug~r - Fe 

came t hen t o Capt McClellan Sub agent and told him of it - Pickett 

& Gregg sent for him and paid him the other 12~ cents - He was 

in the store and on the count er with some others , t Pickett 
beating 

took down some goods and commenc ed tr~~~~g them off . He thought 

then that t hey were not good men for Such treatment He d d no t 

know whe ther or not Pi ck tt was mad i t was last Spring was a 

year He sent fo r the Sugar 



6 Capt Hock loon t ubbee St ates that when he first came t o 

the country he viewed Pickett & Gregg as friends that he made an 

account of fo r ty dollars - and at the annuity paid them thirty 

stating that in ten days h e would bring the balance - - wh ch was 

agreed to, that he had some money left and started to their store 

~~~f that Pickett followed on after him and at the store door 

stopped him and told him he must pay the other ten dol lars, that 

he don e so - and reflected that he had dealt a great deal with 

t~¢~ White men and it made him feel bad to be us ed s o he deter-

mined then to deal no more with them, it was in 1834 . when he 
his 

received my pay as Captain , He owed but the forty dollars at the 

time he paid the thirty -

Questi on - did you not buy from us Sugar Coffee & a bolt 

of binding on credit - Answe r - I bought those articles and paid 

the money at the time 

7 Capt Joseph Pickins .States he was not present at the Coun-

cil but he will say a few words , at the first annuity paid after 

we came over , it was pai d in bil l s , I wa s present in t e pafsage 

at the Store when the Indians would come .to M~ Gregg and have the 

bills and say they would take half goods and the balance n silver 

that after some time Mr Gregg told them tha t his Specia had give 

out- but he ould examine if he had more , and ould take the bill 

into the house. and br ng out a different bill - He was with an

other man ~ho pu chas ed at Tom Walls a pair of shoes at 1 . 75 

and came to Picketts and asked for shoe s , at that price t o Change 

Pickett told h im he had shoes at $250 and threatened to g ive hi m 

hell, to give him thunder he f elt angry and thought it bad treat -
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ment - question - did you examine or take hold of the bills _ 

answer - I did not take hold of t¥¢~ the bills but know they 

were not the same, I cannot read or write 

Question - did we ever refuse to credit you - Answer - I 

do not know that you di d except for a pair of saddle bags which I 

got some time after and pai d for -
States 

8 Capt. Toncha jah - that in 1834 when he was paid his 

Captains pay he owed Pickett & Gregg forty dollars . that he was 

paying Col Gibson t wenty dollars that he owed him , when Pickett 

came to him and told him to pay h i m his money that he took a hold 

of him and hurr ied hi m ·to pay, that he done so and · paid five dol 

lars too much whi ch he always thou ht Pickett got - he paid them 

off and never had any thing more to do except twelve dollars which 
he yet him 
pwes them. which he could have paid , but thought they treated taem 

badly furthe rmore he purchased some artic l es after ·the above 

credit of $12. 

9 Hoo she ho mah - States that he owed a debt of fifty or 

seventy dollars to Pickett & Gregg - that he had violated a law 

of the nation by i ntroducing whiskey and wa s sentenced to pay 

twenty dollars ~hat hen he received his pay as captain he told 

Pickett that in consequence of hav .ng the t wenty dollars to pay , 

he could only pay h im thirty dollars , Pickett told him to pay 

him the fifty do llars he had received and the Government would 

pay the twenty do+lars . he done so and the next day the Choctaw 

light horse called on him or tho money he then found Pickett 

had deceived h im. h e has never paid the debt to the nation he 
for 

was in the habit of dealing witH his company wi th Picket t & 
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Gregg that he paid off the account and after ~e got home he found 

he had ov er paid t hem .Six do~lars and a half he returned and got 

Capt. Jone s to go with hi m to Pickett and exam ne and found he 

had overpaid and rec e ved the s i x dollars and a half in part 

pay for a saddle, it was shortly after the annuity of 1834 . I 

never returned but once with an account evsPehapgea overpaid 
States 

10 Capt Adam Folsom· - That last summer he sent an orde r 

by Adams f or some goods amounting to Twelve dollars 37~ cents -

Some time after he came in and Pickett presented him with an ac 

count fo r thirty three dollars then we had a sharp dispute and 

Pickett turned off and left him - in 1834 when he was paid his 

Captains pay he pa d off a fo1~er account and when he came in 

Pickett had charged it again in his account - question by ~ Gregg 

-- Vhat amount di ou pay at the time vou speake of - Ans 1er -

I pa i d my ac count at different times and know I paid it off at the 

time I received my Captains pay - I never got nothing since I got 

the goods by Adams except a lancet which was given me . he has no 

recollec t i on of owing any thing at the time Adams got the goods -
in 1834,when he paid his account- except tbe Articles not r e collarted 

he says he has paid for the following art1clesA7 yards of blue lin-

sey at 75 cent s per yard, / word blotted - probably balance/ on 

beads - (not recol lec t ed) 4 1/3 yd s twi l led domestic at 37~ {not 

recollected ) 5 ~ yd s blue domestic at 25 . cts per yd . one paid of 

brogans at $2 . 25 .- 1 small pockett book 75 cts. paid for - these 

articles were purchased about last wint er a year ago -

11 Capt. Koe hoo rna - St ates , that at the last annuity he 

was very Sick - that Mr . Pi ckett prefsed him hard to pay him an 

account he owe d t hem, that he took Goodall and an other Indian 



with him to see h i m pay the account he· done so and over paid 

them four or five do l lars 'lhich was noticed by Goodall and re 

funded, he sta t es he would of lost it, if Goodall had not of been 
had 

by- he~heard before that they were in the habit of taking more 

than their ac c ount s from others is the reason why he took Goodall 

with him h e has not dealt . with them since , he offered to buy a 

pair of legg ins which they refused to credit to him 

12- Ca pt . Lewi s Perry - States he has nothin to say . Ques -

tion by M:r Gregg - have you not and . our Company dealt largely 

with us and have we dealt fairly by you - Ansver my Company have 

never made large accounts - and have always pai d them, I have 

dealt cons i d er able dth you, and never had any difficulty - the 
all ways 

amount de alt was upwards of $ 200 . at one time - I was Satisfied ,.. 
except I thought the goods high , but when I went to Fort Smith, 

I pa i d there about the same 

13 Cap t J ones - St ates that Capt Hoo she homah came to him 

' and he wen t with h i m to Pickett & Gregg and upon examination of 

the books it wa s f ound he had over paid Six dollars & a hal f 

which was pa i d h im by Pi ckett Gr egg 

Capt J ones State ent continued 
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Ho she ho mah f urther i nformed him , he had become re sponsi 

ble for his Company nd t hat when t hey made accounts it was c nrged 

to h i m, tha t one of the Company paid his account that when he 

went to pay - the hole acc ount wa o char ged to h i m, 

Ca pt Ton nup o hoo rna - St ates that he was wi th hi s father 

who was a Capt a in but i s now de ad that he was kno i n t o his pay

ing the account of h i s Company , but his father t old him he had 

paid the debt and t ha t he h i mself owed five dollars whi ch he has 



paid - but t here is some in the Company who yet owe him _ at the 

time the five dollars it was all the debt owing , by my father 
his 

and me, when he Succeeded my father as Captain , he told Pickett 
his 

& Gregg to g i ve him a paper in my own name which they did and was 
his 

paid being al l the account charged to m~ father, 

14 Ben Camp (Warrior) States that he sent a dollar to Pickett 

& Gregg fo r Sugar, his bag weighed a half pound he understood the 

sugar to be selling at seven pounds for a dollar and when the Sugar 

came to h i m it weighed five pounds without the bag, 

15 Capt . Pis tam ba - further States that he was present at 

t he store of Pickett & Gregg and there came two ,hoctaws who had 

peltrys one sold but the other refused to sell, the peltrys were 

weighed the one who di d not sell took his down to Tom Wal l where 

they came to several dollars more than at the f i rst weighing 

16. A ba neen tub bee- ( ~arrior) St tes that he brought a 

fox Skin to the ~tore f or another man to get a bar of lead, that 

Pickett '-lrir rJii looked at the skin nnd told him to throw it away 

which he would not do , afte~ some time Pickett took the Skin 

and he purchased two dollars worth of domestic, which he put 

acrofs hi s Saddle when he went to start he found two holes made 

by the mice i n the domestic , which he took back to Pickett , 

Pickett then gave him a half yard of domestic and told him to 

patch the holes - he refused to do so and took back his money 

12 Capt. J ones questioned by M~ Gregg - you have known us 

as merchants f or the last three years - you have been a merchant 

and are now so a t thi s time here and are also United States 

Interpreter - answer - I have had considerable dealings with 



you as merchants Some thing like five or six thousand dollars, 

at one time you owed me upwards of four thousand dollars & I am 

United States Inte rpreter at this time , which you paid me fairly 
. There were 

and honorably , &XQ9~t some small articles got by M::sMcafee and 

Charged to me whi ch I paid - I have considered that you got a 

liberal share of the Choctaw trade, I know nothing of the charge s 

refered to except what the Indi ns told me 

18- Questi on by m Armstron to Capt Lewis Perry - did you 

not object to ~efsrs Pickett & Greg at a council held in 1835 -

Answer - I di d . I sent my son for some things - and afterwards 

found out that I was mistaken 

19 Question by Mf Gregg to Chief Kinkaid - hat do you know 

of the Charges made by the council against us . answer - I know 

nothing but what the Indians stated to day ~hich are the same I 

always heard -- question by the same At what time did you hear 

of the holding of the council of 28 the Deer . last - Ansver - I 

knew of it for some time as many complaints were made and I con-

eluded it was best to call a Council and lay the Complaints be-

fore the Agent all of which was done 

20 

28~h June 1835 

Ko e to ba requested to see his account, which va s refu sed 

bv Mr G ti n by ~ Armstrong - do you vish to see the ~ . • regg - ques o 

books fo~ the purpose 0 r ·a i ding you in gi ving further testimony -

Answer - I wi sh t o see the books for the purpose of paying my 

account at some future time - question by M~ Gregg did we not 

tell you to get some inteligent Choctaw to come w th you and ex-

amine ou~ books - answer - I never heard it . 
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21 Capt, Jerry Kincaid - utates that not expecting to be called 

on - he had not i~tt~~/¢~/mentioned one. thing which he will now 

do - he had a be ef hide - and brought it to the store, which he 

had weighed with his om steelyards and suspecting them the hide 

by his own steelyards weighed t enty three pounds and by Pickett 

& Greggs twenty pounds - he disputed with them some tiMe - until 

finally they offered him a dollar fos Sixteen pounds which he 

took and ft erwards, quit sellin hides to them - . Question 

by Mr Gregg - do you understand figers o English - answer - I 

understand ~eighin~ with a pa ir of my steely rds - I do not under-

stand engl ish - it wss bout two years since that I b o ht the 

hide - about the time there were three stores at this place . 

22 question by Mf Gregg to C pt. Jones - hat was the usual 

price given by the traders for hides - Answer - ten cents - two 

of these Stores were 1ithin thirty or forty yards o ea h other & 

the other, t hree or four hundred yards - Pickett Gregg was close 

to the one nearest the Agency they were together 

23 Capt. M~Kinny questioned by M! Gre - do you knov anything 

of the charges brought aga nst us by the Council - i~¢¢~t Answer 

I was absent at the time and know nothin of it , ~ s sorry to 

hear of such a fufs ii~/t~i bet~een , ou an the Choctaws - ques

tion by the Same - do yo kno anythin of C ptain Jones sayin 

to the Choctaws to co e to the Council , and stick to ~h t they 

had said. I know nothing myself - question y the same - did 
at the Council 

Capt Jones st te to you
1
that you had tvo traders here now and 

that the Agent had said as you now had two if you wante no more , 

had you not better say so in the Council - Answer - he did . 



24 Ques t i on to Capt .Jones - did not the Agent tell you that 

as there was t wo traders here - if the vhoctaws council would 

request him no t t o licence more at this place that he would not 

do so - Ans wer - he di d & this I stated to Capt MCKinny & !all _ 

the latte r a merchant 

Ques tion by Mf Gregg -- have you used your influence to 

have us put out of the nation as traders & what was your reasons 

Answer - I have use d my influence to have you put out in conse 

quence~ of the many complaints of frauds practised upon the In

dians by you - in telling Capt McKinny & all to request the Coun

cil to have but two traders here McKinny made no reply "all said 

he would have no objec tion but was afraid it would not do , -- Ques

tion by M: Gregg - - Previous to the Council did you make any ar-

rangement with any person to enter into merchandising Answer -

after t he Council had been appointed I think I recollect of having 

some conversation with .!all about going into tradin • I also re 

quested Mr Wal l to attend the Council -
To Capt . ~ cKinney 

25- Ques tion by f Gregg - hat have you heard Mr . Clark the 

clerk here State about us - Answer - he asked me i f I was going 

to support Pi ckett and Gregg, that he had often heard them abuse 

the Choctaws, and that i f he knew as much as we did r illard 
the 

& himself bein present to whom we alluded - I stated that Picke t t 
me atid when I was friendly to a man 

& Gregg had been friendly to -maR, ~ I was so; at that time the 

Agent came in and observed that what I said was right - I never 

heard any othe r s say you abused the Choc taws -

26 Question by Mf Gregg to Capt Pursley do you know any thing 

about the charge s brought against us by the Council Answer - I 



know noth ing except wha t I have heard - I have had considerable 

dealings with you but al~ays paid for what I got and never had 

any difficulty, I was always sati~fi ed you dealt fairly with me _ 

Question by same - hat d i d you believe or know of our deal ings 

with the Indi ans - answer I never saw you cheating Indians 

question by the Agent - ~hat have you heard the Indians say in 

relat ion to t heir dealings - answe - I have heard the Indians 

say they believed they had cheated - but I never saw it myself 

27. Ques t i on by M: Gregg - to Joseph Kinkaid - di d you ever 

hear Capt Jone s say that Pickett & Gregg had cheated the Indians. 

answer- I know nothing . about it-

28 Question by Mf Gregg to the Agent - do you know any thin 

of Capt Jones talking to you about us -

. 
247 

Answer - Capt Jones being the Interpreter has frequently 

talked with me about Pickett & Gregg and I understood from his 

conversations generally that he had no confidence in them a s trad

ers - I do not recol lect o his saying they ought to be ren oved 

from the nation, that was a quest on that I should of considered 

indelicate - I do not reccollect to have stated that but one 

trader should be licensed here - yet I consider that the r e is not 

busine f s for more than one trader and have no doubt said so . 

29. Question t o Capt CKinny by the agent - ha s Mefsrs Pi ck-

ett & Gr egg cal l ed on you at your house and who was with him -

and what was h s ob ject - Answer - Mf Gregg came to my house with 

Mr Mccurtin and wished my people i f any of them ~ere his f r iends 

to come t o the c ouncil ground - I t old him I would tell me people 

that were her e t o come t o the Council they were absent many of 



them. Question by MT Gregg - did I not tell you to tell the pea
or 

ple e.ll to come in and to speak out for .. against us - Answer you 

did- I stated to r Gr egg that this was an inconvenient time to 
contest 

come to a council that i t was a eeRtPaet between traders and trad -

ers and not the people themselves 

30. Mf Mccurtin Says . I went with Mt Gregg to M:r McKinnys , 

I w•s at this place and we went up together , dis tance about twenty 

three or twenty five miles , you told me you had promised t o pay a 

visit for a long time t o MCKinny . Pursley and Lewis Perry we went 

on up to gether you asked me t o be your interpreter at the Council 

I told him that the Agent would object as I was not a sworn Inter

preter you told me that you ~anted all to attend at this council 

that the other was a small one and you wished all to come friends 

& foes and speak fac e to face 

31. Mf Bartlett questioned by Mf Greg - are you not now a 

trader and a Partner of Capt Jones - Answer I am now the partner -

The day of the Council in the evening I pafsed here on my way to 

Towson - I met Capt Jones and he informed me that Pickett & Gregg 

would be ordered out of the nation that I ought to come here - I 

informed h im that I had not the means r Jones remarked to me if 

a man would do a fair businef s and on reasonable terms he could 

do a good businefs he then informed me he would write to me that 

he had known me fo r some time and knew my character as a trader 

with the Indians _ no thing was said in the letter about no other 

trader coming here _ after I re t urned f rom Tows_on and came over 

license I called on ~¢fifi/iii~¢ii r . to see the agent to ge t 

Gregg. Mr Gregg said he would be glad to sell out . I objected 



stating that he would not sell me such goods as I wanted but if 

he ~i."t/Y.f/)1~ would sell me the Indian goods and the buildings 

that for the s ake of getting the houses I would do so if we c ou~d 

flgree. 

32 quest ion by the agent to Capt Jones - did I not tell yo 

that if you and Wall did not sell goods upon fair t erms to the 

Indians, that I would license · traders that would Answer ~ you 

did. 

33 Mf Ring States that he saw Capt . Koehoma with some two 

or three packs of skins at the store . that he was dissatisfied 

with the we i ght , that ~~¢ he (Ring) came up , and examined and 

found that the skins did not weigh more than Gregg had told him 
he inf ormed hi m 

"'that he had tried the scales with the Fort Coffee Scales and foun 

them correct - that he understood Ko e ho ma to say he had weighed 

the skins at home - and they weighed more - that the scales were 

t he same Gregg purchased of Lieut Moore disbursing agent -

34 Tup pa na hoo ma, In ne go a hoo ma , Lewis .~ite , and 

I a neen tubbee , warriors of Capt McKinnys Company StAte that 

they have gone i n debt and have dealt with those men and have never 

·had any d i f f iculty, and we re Satisfied . 

35 Cap t . McKinny States that he always advised his people 

not to go in debt more than they could pay which is the reason 

he supposes t hey have never hnd any difficulty 

36 Capt Hock loon tub bee - States that he offered to buy 

a blanket f r om Pi ckett & Gregg that they asked him seven dollars 

for it, he told them he had dealt with white men in the old ·na

tion and could ge t t wo such blankets for even dollars there, 

that they found he had money and was going on to Fort Smith , and 



they finally sold h i m the blanket for six doll tl · ars , 1ey request-

ed him not to tell the Choctaws what he give for the blaru{et, 

that he thought as he did not Steal the blanket he had a right 

to tell what he give for it 

3?. Capt. Hock loon tub bee States that on yesterday he 

thought he owed Pickett & Gregg for a bridle but upon examina

tion he finds it was for sugar and other art icles to the amount 

or three d ol l ar s and not for the bridle he produced at the same 

time a receipt for fourteen dollars and 37~ cents 26~~ June 1835 . 

up to that time which receipt is dated 19th of August 1835 . 

38 que s t i on to Joseph Kinkaid , did the Agent tell you that 

he had promised, the buildings oc cupied by Pickett & Gregg to 

Jones & Ba rtlett - answer no - ¢iPil1~1~~~ 

39 Ca pt Folsom States that the Chief never told him s o. 

40 At t his stage of the investigation the Indian Testimony 

being through , the Agent informed the Indians , that as the investi 

gation was now through except the whi tes and the exam nation of 

the books, that he wished them to say whether or not they wished 

the license of Pickett & Gregg renewed . to this M~ Gregg objected 

as he had not had his books examined but if the Indians would not 

~emain, he was will i ng fo them now to say , yet wished the whole 

testimony, if they could not be kept , al t ho he wished books end 

every thing exami ned he was willing they shou d say now, t o this 

the agent repli ed that i t would take more time than the Innian 

would now g ive that the books would not alter their deci f sion 

41 Thomas ~a ll bt at es - t hat he asked the Chiefs permifsi on 

to come to the Agency and sell goods he replied that he could 



not come be c au s e the Agent had promised it to another person and 

that he was t oo l a t e as the agent had told him so, 

42 The Books of Mefsrs Pickett & Gregg were exhibited to 

prove i n r e l a t ion to the dead as stated by Joseph Kincaid , the 

same as sta t e to h~ve been g iven by the Choctaws by the de l e 

wares t hen travel ih - the books of Pickett & Gregg show that 

Joseph Kinca i d is charged vith beads as ~tated on the l6~h of 

August 1834 and the books lso Shew a balance due ot 123 . ·ith 

some othe r articles got since 

43 The books of Pickett & Gregg show that Capt Hoek loon 

tub bee pa i d Nov~ 2 6~h 1834 f orty dollars leaving a balance of 

two dollars carried to his new account, the books further show 

a r ticle s go t up to 26~h June 1835 . which was paid Aug~ 19~h 1835 . 

and a fur t her account of three dollars vhich was paid 28~h June 

1836 in the presence of the Agent . and he thought he owed for a 

bridle bu t now i s satisfied it was for the sugar & coffee which 

he pa i d 

44 The Books of Pickett Gregg show that Capt Ton ne ha jah 

d i d pay fo rty dollars on the 26th Nov:t 1834 leaving .ol2 . 81~- hich 

which is ca r ried to a new account with some articles got since 

fo r which he owe s as said books show amounting in all to )17 . 06~ 

45 The books of Pickett and Gregg show that Capt Hoo she ho 

mah. commenc ed dealing in 1833 and continued, on until April l9~h 

1836. at on e time i n January 16~~ 1834 a balance appears in fa

vour of Hoo she ho mah of ~687~ and on the 25~h Jan . y he is 

charged on the books with a s addle at ~12 . 00 - he then paid 

the balance and squared ~~~ t he books which do not shew at any 

time after or before a balance in f avour of Hoo she homah and 

2;i . 



. odd 
the books yet shew a balance of t wenty dollars 

~ 

46) The book s of Pickett & Gregg shew that in 1834 No~ 26 

Capt Adam Folsom' s accounts was balanced - and that none of the 

particulars chargect therein are of the same discription and quan

tity of articles as stated by Adam Folsom except a pair of brogans 

at $2. 25. which by reference to ' the blotter dated Sept 17 •. 1834 

the books f urther shew an account commencing Nov: 28 . 1834 - nd 

the a rticl e s r egularly charged, as stated ·by . Folsom in this ac 

count t he b r ogans at ~p2 . 25 are charged Novr 28~h 1834 . the books 

shew a continuation of the account commencing l~t Dec~ 1834 and 

ending 22I)d June 1835 . amounting to $22 . 81.1. which account was 

proven by Dav id & Charles M Cclellan to be correct they having 

sold t he articles except 872 cents for powder & flints 

47) The books of Pickett&. Gregg shew that on the 24~h Deer 

1834. Ko e t o ba owed a balance of $49 . 37~ & Charles M cclellan 

states t hat Ko e to ba had a paper with that amount on it, that 

he also b r_ought in pel tries to the amount of $32 . 81} for which 

he credited him with on said books as appears the peltries were 

credited a t 20 cents per pound hich was on the 23~d May 1835 -

a further credit is shewn for peltrios on the 12~hJuly 1835 -

o f $23.8'7 ~ 

48 ) St atement of Capt . Davld McClellan l a t e sub agent for the 

Choctaws - question by M~ Gregg what do you kno about the Council 

held here aft er the first emigration of 1832 . in relation to 

licensing Mefsrs Pi cke t t & Gregg - answer - In the year 1831 

Mr Pickett appl ied to me for license to trade , I answed him he 

could get a license i f no cha? ge took place - which was previous 



to the appointment as agent of F . V. Armstrong at the time of the 

application in 1831 - I was not then related by marriage t o either 

~'ftti/Pickett or Gregg - Mt Pickett in that year married my neice

- after I had promised him the license , at the council.spoken of 

I wes on Red river and when I returned the Indians spoke to me 

and objecte~ to wh te traders coming into the nation, I told the 

Indians that I could not attend to their request as the overn

ment had given the Agent the power to grant license - the license 

granted by me ~¢r¢/iriiii~/~ili¢ was sanctioned by the Agent and 

I heard no mo re of i t . the law & Treaty was examine by ajr . 

Armstrong and me, and when the Indi ans found that the Government 

had the right, I heard no more about it . The Chief upon his ar

rival exprefsed himself in f avour of r hite traders in preference 

to half breeds - af ter Oak la no wa who was the principal man 

of the first emigration was informed of the ights of the Govern
to 

ment license traders - he appeared satisfted and friendly and dealt ,. 
considerably with Picke t t & Gregg inde ed he appeared particularly 

so. and so. exprefsed himself In the year 1833 . there were three 

·stores located at this place and it is my opinion that Picket t & 

Gregg got two thirds of the tradin done here on through the year 

1835 - In the trade and intercourse· with the Indians Pickett & 

Gregg always seemed courteous and friendly & I never heard any 

complaint froM the Indians o any kind I know that when articles 
got 

were from the store such as pre sent s for to give away to other 
" 

nations it was customary to charge them to the Chief such was 

the case with Joo shu l a tubbee the o d Chief - I h ve no recol 

lection of Capt J erry Kincaid coming to me about a f ifty cents 



worth of sugar which he state s in his evidence 

49) The b ooks of ¢i~/1i/~~/~i Pickett & Gregg shew that Oak 

la no wa commenc ed dealing with them on the 17~~ Nov~ 1832 . and 

traded to t he amount of . 221 . 25 . up to the 1~t January 1833 ~hich 

account as appears was got at sundry time s . 

vharles t cclellan States that the above time of Oak 

la no wa commenc ng to deal was about the time Pickett & Gregg 

began to sell goods that there was no other trader here at that 

time, tha t he was present at the Council of 1832 when the Indians 

then in the. nation objected to Pickett & Gregg or any other white 

traders c oming int o the nation Oak la no wa was then head man He 

stated that Col . Pi tchlynn an inteligent half breed Choctaw told 

him to ob j ect to a l l white traders coming into the nation - that 

he often hea r d Oak la no wa exprefs himself the friend of Pickett 
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& Gregg and s aid he for his part was anxious to have white traders--

50) Statement of Israel Dodge - States he has known Pickett 

& Gregg a t the Choctaw Agency upwards of two years , that he is the 

blacksmith and resided within fifty o one hundred yards of the 

store - ha s be en fre quently at the Store has never seen any th ng 

in them bu t what was f r iendly and accommodatin to tne Indians , 

never hea r d any thing .of diffi culties about accounts have been 

much at the store and have seen considerable of dealin ¥ith the 
appeared 

Choctaws and every thing ffair, question - by . t Greg do you 

know any t hin of our yard stick being tested o any other kinds 

of measures previous to the Cotincil of 28~h Dect last answer I 

was in t he store , when Ma j~ Armstrong the Agent came in and told 

Pickett his ya r d s ti ck wa s too short , he had a small stick in 



his hand and took Pi cketts and measured it , and it as shorter 

I then told Ma jr Armstrong that we would go into the Shop and 

measure his, we done so - and upon measuring we found that ajt 

Armstrongs yard stick was about the at~ of an inch too long . we 

went into the store ~~~Iii~~ and ~ii¢ compared again and found 
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them to b e of the same length after altering aj~ Armstrong - after 

this aj! Armstrong went on home - and I heard him exprefs no 

difsatisfaction - noth ng was sa d further except that he said 

t he yard s tick ought to be ferruled to keep from wearing off 

I know nothi ng of any measures or weights being incorrect the 

half bushel I t r i ed t~ by my own which was sealed R I have al -

ways been s a t isfied with the weight and measures - Of the partic

ular charges made by the Choctaws I know nothing, but I do not 

~~~~ believe that Pickett & Gregg would be guilty of them --

51) Mf J ohn Victor states that Capt Dodge told him that the 

yard stick of Pickett & Gregg when compared with 1aj~ Armstrongs 

was about the 1/8 of an inch too short but when Maj~ Armstrongs 

was measured it was found an 1~ of an inch too long which made 

one too l ong and the other too short - -

52) Capt Jones - ~tates that ajr Armstrong informed him that 

he sent to the s tore f or some 11nnen for his negroes perhaps ten 

~ards and that when he got it, it fell short of measurement a 

half yard - by his yard utick 

53) Mr. John Gr i ffith . s tates that he wa s in the po ch of aj r 

Armstrong when some linnen which he had sent f or to Pi kett 

G~ggs store came home . that ~ Armstrong measured it with her 

arm, and s aid it was not enough- that Ma jr Arms trong asked him 



tor a yard stick - he got him one made by .r Lowry and he meas
a 

ured the linnen and found it about half yard too h s ort , he then 

went over to the store, and when he came back be said the yard 

stick was about the l/8 of an inch too short , and that he directed 

.Mf Dodge to make one and ferrel it so that it woulc not be whittled 

ott as Mr. Pickett said was the case with his 

54) Charles • [CClellan states - That in 1852 wnen ¥ickett & 

Gregg came here as traders he was acting as clerk with Lieut Rains 

disbursing agent for tne Indians, and continued so until the lat-

ter part of 1833 . during which time PicKett Greggs store was be-

tween the office & the house whe re he boarded, he was frequently 

in tne SLore in pafsing, and frequently aided them in the store, 

in weighing, Charging and in selling , Afterwards in 1835 . in the 

month of February he became tne1r Clerk nd so continued until 

the last of July following, as to their general Character as 

traders he never saw any thing incorrect, neither in eighing, 

measuring or cnarging, He always thought they kept as fair & 

plain books as he had ever ~een, and that he has the fullest con

fidence in thei r books they were always very kind and friendly 

with the Indi ans and I never knew of any difficulty , that he was 

present when the vhoctaw b ought the fox skin - and remember that 

he bought the domestic wn1cn had a hole or two eat by the rats, 

for which he was iven in a yard or two, ana went out well satis

fied, but when the Indians began to laugh at him , he returned 

and de manded his money back and got it, from my knowledge of the 

books 1 never knew of any person being charged t wi ce with the 

same article that from h~s Knowledge of the trade he would say 



that he thought Pickett & Gregg go~ at least two thirds of the 

Choctaw trade at this place 

55) The book::s 0.1. PieKett & Gregg - Show that on the 2ath 

of Novr 1834 Capt I mma lee chee paid sixty dol lars which Closed 

his account of $151 . 50 up to that t1m~, t he account goes on un

til Oct~ 24~h 1835 when he paid $106 . 12 wnich closed his account 

except $18.62 ~ which is marked as having to be paid in Peltries, 

and carried to his account below which amounts to $10 . 50 . up to 

21 Novr 1835 which closes hi s purchases on the books , he is 

credited at diffirent times with t wenty four dollars and fifty 

cents which also closes his credits leaving a balance of four 

dolla:rs and fifty cents now due as the books show -

The within is the evidence: so far as taken by me, 30 

June 1836 

m AJJnnstrong 

Choct Agent 

(CIA: Choctaw File Al9 . Agency . ) 
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To Capt W. Armstrong . 

Choctaw Agent 

Choc t aw Nati on 

th 7 .. Jul y 1836 --

Dear Sir; It bec ome s my duty to inform you as our Agent , that I 

have been badly trea t ed by Mr Li tt le mail r i der on t he r oute to 

Fort Towson, who t akes advant age of his being U. S. mai l r ider , 

and has taken t he 11 berty , to· r ide up to my house , and i n my 

own yard, s etting on his horse, abus e me , more than ever I was 

abused by a man in my life , and even t hreat ened me wi h his 

horse whip, all of which , I had to submit to , on account of h s 

being U.S . mail rid e r . , And now sir; I appl y to you for redrefs; 

However all that I a sk s t hat he be r emov ed from If~¢ the limits 

2-58 

of my country, as s oon as po sibl e ; or otherwise I shall be under 

the .necessity of s eek ng satisfact i on wi th my own hands , at all 

hazzards. He ha s fell out w th me , because I stated to Mr Cl arke 

(Post master at t he Agency) t he f acts in relation t o the two fail 

eurs, h e made on this r out e l ast int er . He i s a man of no 

respectabili ty , a s he ha s publi ckly taken up \rlth a slave negro 

in the Nation for hi s wife ; I d o not conceive that such a whi e 

man ought to be count i nenc ed in t he Ind an count ry; In conclu

sion I r e sp ec t fully r eque s t t hat you adopt such means as to have 

him forthwith remov ed f rom the Nat on 

I am verr y r espe ct ully you 

f riend and Obdt servant 

vaughn Br a shear s 

(OIA: Choctaw File (A21- 23-34 - 63-80 ) . Agency. A23) . 



Choctaw Agency 

8th July 1836 

lbert Herr i ng Esqr 

Comr of Ind Affairs 

Sir 

The enclosed communication from Vaughn Brashears wa s re

olleved tpis day; and I have felt . it my duty to ·forward it to the 

Department, wi th a request that it be laid before the Pos t master 

Gent - Brashears i s a Half breed Choctaw , lives on Kiamechee about 

halt way b etween this and Towson , is a respectable Indian of a 

numerous connexion ; and knowing him as vell as I do , I am aston

ished that he has submitted to the insult , complained of . If 

the mail r i der should be killed ith the present excite state 

· of the publi c mind in this country , about Indian wars , i t 'ould 

no doubt be magnifi ed into an open ·act of hostility against the 

Government', and perhaps troops ent out to inquire into it. · 

I hnve heard of Little the rider between this and Towson , 

making t he att a ck on Br~shears; and to avoid any difficulty, I 

would reques t t he Post Office Dept to have him di smissed as a 

mail rider, by Caffrey & Holoway the present cont r actors . 

R spectfully 

Your Obt servt 

~m Armstrong 

Choct Agent 

(OIA: Choct aw File {A21 - 23 - 34- 63- 80 ) . Agency . A23 . } 



(COPY) Head Quarters , Army of the South 
' 

Tuskegee, Ala , August sth 1836 

Sir: 

Since my letter to you of the 3l~t ultimo I have received 

the inclosed i nstructions by which you will perceive that the 

Choctaws to be removed are those within the State of Mifsifsippi

You •rwill accordingly confine your measures to those only whome 

you may fi nd within the State - -

The I nd i ans , I am informed, wil l probably be di spersed over 

the Count ry in the house of a fort~night, engaged in pick ng cot

ton- it is not probable, therefore, that any considerable body of 

them can b e collected during the cotton harvest - It is desirable, 

however, tha t arrangements be Made with as little delay as pos

sible, to ascertain their disposition and inclination as to emi-

grating- You will take the . necefsary measures through the proper 

Agents to obtain the informa tion desired: and in the mean time 

you are authori zed to arrange your accounts for settlement - after 

which you wi ll repai r to the State of Mifsifsippi, and ent er upon 

the duties af signed you, and carry into the execution of them all 

your accustomed energy -

Repo rt to General Gibson in order that if the Instructions 

which I hav e given to you , i not approved by him, may be counter-

manded. I have the honor to be - Sir , 

You:b Obt servt 

Captain J T Taylor (Signed) Tho S. Jesup 

Supe~ntendant of Major General 
Choctaw Emi grat i on 

Comg Army of the South 

Montgomery, Al abama-

( OIA: Choctaw ( Emigr)File T 38- 4!) - 48- 54 /f86 . No number on this 

letter.) 



hocchuma Mifs Aug~ 12~~ 1836 

D Sir 

I find that an appropriation has been madA for the removal 

of the Choc t aw Indians ~est of the Mifsifsippi River , should the 

contract not have been taken, please communicate to me the requi 

sitions of the Goverment &C on the subject, and I have no doubt 

that from my Expe~ience of Ind i an carrestor & therrough acquaint-

ance with the Country generally that I shall be able to take the 

contract on such terms as will be sattisfactory to he department 

for. Ability &C allo~ me to refer you to my friends E. B. 

Grayson Esq~ Honb~ Jno L Irwin Esq~ Speaker Ho Rep. Mifs. or Genl . 

Greenwood Leflore former Chief &C 

Respy Your Obt. Servt 

Jno , J . Nicholson 

Honbl C A Harrif s 

Secretary of ~ar . 

Washington City 

over 

Chocchuma Aug . 16 

Dear Sir: 

I have had the pleasure of an acquaintance with Mr Nichol -

son since last December, and from that acquaintance I can reply 

er Pe rson to carry into efreccommend him to the Dept as a prop 

teet the obj ect of the Government for which the $50000 was app o

priated viz - the removal of the Choctaws west of the ifsifsippi . 

Mr Nicholson is the post master at th s place, and has every way 

a fair and respec table standin • very Respectfully 

Yr obt. Servt & frien E B Grayson 

(OIA: Choctaw(Emigr) File #7 . Chocch~~a , 8/12 , 1836(# 7) Nichol-
• Pr o oses to t~ke a contract, etc .)~--~----~----------~ 



carey A. Harris. Esqr . 

Commir of Ind. Affrs 

Ghoctaw Agency 

16 August 1836 . 

26 2 · 

I have been anxiously expecting to hear that the annuity 

for t~year to the indians- had been forwarded to capt Brown, 

the season of the year for fall hunting is close at hand and the 

indians are extremely importunate to receive their - money before 

they set out on their fall hunts - I hope soon to hear that it is 

on the way. In looking over the appropriations - for the indian 

Dept as advertised in the newspapers I discover that seven hundred 

& twenty dollars is allowed for Blacksmith8 and Asst- heretofore 

the Blacksmiths that have found their own shops and tools have 

been paid Six hundred dollars and the Assts two hundred & forty 

dollars - this is the provisions of the law of 1834 - approved 

June 3oth which gives to a Blacksmith four hundred & Eighty 

dollars - and when they furnish their own shop and tools an 

addition of One hundred and twenty dollars .- I have seen no law 

passed upon the subject since 1834 - The Blacksmiths here fur

nish their O\Yn shops and tools and have rec~ six hundred dol-

lars ~er annum - Although I have not been officially notified 

ot these changes of appropriations - but believing that it 

Will produce some diffeculty with the different Blacksmiths 

I have thought it proper to state the fact for the uonsideration 

of the Dept- I have not seen any appropriation for Coal for the 

different shops. this is an article extremely difficult to pro

cure in the Indian country where labour is vc~y high -

Respectfully your Obt servt 

wm A~strong Act supt westrn TerY. 

taw File A25-33-38-59-60. A~enc~ 



Choct a v Agency 

Augst 26t h 1836 

Carey A Harris Esqr 

Comr of I nd . Affairs 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the rece pt of . ours of 

the 23d July , enclosing an act of Congress i n f avor of Joseph 

Bogy for Six thousand dollars , for depredations comm tted by 

the Choctaws in the year 1807; nd wi th directions to retain the 

above sum f rom t he Choctaw annuity . I will endeavor to satisfy; 

and explain a s f ar as I can, th s act of Congrefs , to the Ch ctaws , 

at their General Council , the 1st Monday in October ; which vill 

probably be b efore or .about the t i me C~pt Brown will pay the an

nuity. I h ve named t to the princ'ipal Choctaws , that I have 

seen; and I am sorry to say , that they recieve it with great indig

nation, so muc h so , th t I am not certain that they w 11 r eci eve 

the balanc e of . the Annuity , they say that t is t ven~y n ne years 

since the depredat i on is charged to be committed , ~hat they have 

made several sol emn treatys since; and that they know noth "ng of 

it. I ha ve to l them hat it is an Act of Con ress ; and if in-

justice h s b een don e them , t hat upon a fa i r repres entation -

Congress wou d probab l y rel eve them, hat th s was he r only 

alternative as the l aw must be obeyed ; 1 i s unfortunate that at 

this particular time, suc h an Act should have been passed, ther e 

is a general r estlef snefs amongst the Ind ans, that has not as 

yet extended itself to the Choctaws , indeed I conside r them a s 

holding the bal ance of power amongst the di f f erent tri bes , and 

ould they change the ir f ee l ings , it would soon br ng about 



serious difficulties. I can assure ou that as unimp or tant an 

this Act of Congres s may s e em it vill requi r e great prudence t o 

counteract its effect . 

I will furnish t h e Revd 1r cCoy wi th the f i el d notA s 

&c., to enable bi m to su rvey the lands ass i ned the Cherokee s 

under t heir late t r ea t y . 

I am a l so hap y t o be informed that one thousand dollars 

a year is appropriat ed for a Cl erk in this office . 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

1m Armstrong 

Act Supt les t Ter1 

(OIA: Cho ct aw File ( A21 - 23- 34- 63 - 80 . Agency A34 . ) 
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Louisville , Kty , 16~ Octr 1836 

General, 

I ha ve re ceived yours of the 3d i nstant and noted the con-

tents-

I have been delayed here longer than I could have wished 

in cons equence of a v olent attack of inflammat on i n the eyes 

which, fo r a time , rendered me unabl e to wri te and delayed my 

makeing up any accounts for expenditures, on 2/c of the QM 

Department - I shall be. enabledto leave t fiis -for the Choctaws 

in a few days , and will push the emigration to the utmost of 

my power -

I send . ou , herewith, a copy of the last letter rec~ from 

General Jesup r e l at i ng to the removal of the Choctaw I ndians , 

and I hear f r om numerous persons residing in the State of Mif

sif'sippi t ha t the General was correct in regard to the Indians 

being greatly scattered during the Cotton harvest - -

Very respectfully 

Your obt Sert 

J T Taylor 

Cap~ & Corny of Sub . 

General Geo Gi bs on 

C G Sub . 

(OIA: Choctaw {Emigr ) Fi le T 38-45- 48-54 #86 . Loui sville , 
10/16, 1836 # 86 . ) 
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Van Buren Arkansas Octr 26 1836 

Honbl Secretary of 1ar 

Sir 

In t he lif time of ajor Armstrong late Choctaw Agent 

we sold himfor the use of Public Black Smith shop , for the bene 

fit of the Choctaws , a Bi ll of Iron & steel amounting nearly t o 

sum of $200-oo - the Major died before the settlement of the ac -

count,, and when the present agent - Capt Armstrong arrived we 

placed the act i n his hands (where they now remain) for settle 

ment, he promised that the act would be settled in a verry short 

time this has b een upwards of Twelve months, and no settlement · 

and he now says he has no authority to settle the same , and dose 

seem not · even t ake the trouble to lay the matter before the De

partment our object is now that the department will order Capt 

Armstrong to take up the sub ect and have it investigated in or

der that we may rece·ve our money so long detained , you will 

please ans wer t his a s early as practicable 

(CIA: 
Gregg. 

Respectfully Your obt Servt 

Pickett & Gregg 

Choctaw Fil e Van Buren , 10/26 , 1836 {P47) Pickett & 
Request cant . Armstrong may be directed , etc . ) 
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Louisville 28 Octr 1836 

General, 

I have received yours of the 13~h inst . calling for copi es 

of all written instructions and verbal ones g iven me by Major 

General Jesup r e l ating to the removal of the Choctaw Indians __ 

also when I obtained permifsion from the President at Nashvil le 

to proceed to Louisville to settle my accounts, whether or not 

I explained t o him (the President) that I wa s under orders from 

General Jesup to repair to Mifsifsip i to remove the Choctaw In

dians 

I have the honor to send you herewith the desired copies of 

the several communications from General Jesup refering to the Choc 

taw remo,ral - N9 1 , 2, 3 & 4 - I had much conversation 'vV i th Major 

General Jesup on the subject, also ~ith Bri g . General R Armstrong 

and it was the opinion of both those Gentlemen that little or 

nothing coul d be done as to t he removal of the Indians whilst 

the Cotton harvest cohtinued as they were generally employed to 

pick Cotton, and I was authorised by him (General Jesup) to pro

ceed to Louisville for the purpose of settling my accounts, and 

unlefs which authority , I should have been compelled to leave 

the service t o effect that object 

I met the President some 30 or 40 miles from ashv lle on 

his way to vis i t the Lady of the late General Coffee, and I pre 

aented him . with a communication from Brig General R Armstrong 
read 

after he had t he communication, I also del i vered to him a mefsage ,. 

from General Jesup a nd informed him that I had been orderen to 

lashville on a c count of a call by Major General Gains on the 



Governor of Tennef see for Troops, when he remarked that he had 

countermanded the call of General Gains . I then remarked to 

him that with his pe rmifsion I would proceed to Louisville from 

Nashville fo~ the purpose of s ettling my accounts which he 

granted, but r emarked he wished me to hurry back as he wa s very 

anxious fo r t he ~ar in Florida to be brought to a close - .~en 

I informed h i m that was under orders for the purpose of remov

ing the Choctaw Indians but do not recollect whether I informed 

him that my order came from General Jesup or not , as he was 

travelling and was to meet on that day his fellow citizens by 

appointment at Columbia, Ten , and I di d not communicate mor e than 

I deemed neeefsary --

26 8 

I r egr et , Sir, that I have been compelle to delay thus long 

ere I ente red upon the duty which was afsigned me by Major Gen

eral Jesup, and if I had not been afflicted with a severe and 

protract ed inflamation of the eyes , which rendered me incapable 

of writing , I should have left this the first of the present 

month fo r the Choctaw Indians 

Your c o~unication of the l3~h Inst. found me here and 

whether it would best meet your wishes that I remain at this 

place to be r elieved by Captain Phillips or proceed to the 

Choctaw Nation and await there for him, I am at a lofs , from 

the nature of your communication to determine - Capt Phillips 

has a Brother r es i ding in this place who informed me on yester

day tha.t he understands his Brother , Capt . P. , has but very 

lately arrived in New York from the South and that his health 

is very bad and is doubtful whether he is able to enter on the 

duty afsigned h im, under these considerations I deem it best 



to remain here fo your further orde rs , and at the same time 

take the liberty of r emark ng t hat if it meets w th your appro

bation, I shal l most cheerful l y enter on t he duty as Superintend 

ant of the Choctaw removal and push it to t he utmost of my 

ability --

Ve r y r espect ully 

Your Obt Serv t 

J T Taylor 

Cap & Corny of Sub 

General Geo Gibson 

C. G. S 

a sh ngton Ci ty 

(OIA: Choctaw (Emigr) File T 38- 45-48- 54 #86 . Lou svi lle , 
10/~8, 1836 (T38). 
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Choctaw Agency 

24 Dec 1836 . 

c. A. Harris Esqt 

Commr of Ind . Affr~ 

Sir 

Upon my r eturn here f rom Fort Gibson I find the delegation 

of Chickasaws mentioned i n yours a short time since- I shall 

propose to them to go to Red river where the annuity will be 

paid to two district of Choctaws - and to endeavor to take over 

with me the Chief of this district with some of his leading Cap

ta i. ns - and assemble the other two districts on Red river . I 

find great opposi tion to admitting the Chickasaws- but I hope 

something can be done- which will be acceptable to both parties 

Respectfully 

Your Obt servt 

wm Armstrong 

Ac t Supt west~ Ter1 

(OIA: Choctaw File (A27-91). Agency , 12/24 , 1836 (A91) 
Armstrong, Wm . Chickasaw delegation at Agency, etc . ) 
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Choctaw Agency 

March 30th 1837 

c. A. H~rris Es qr 

Comr Ind Affairs 

Sir 

The Choctaws wish me to inform the Department that they 

are aware t he t reaty provides for the erection of Forts in their 

country - t hat they have no objection; and are willing that a 

reservation of a mile from the centre , each way , should be taken, 

so long as i t shall be used for that purpos e , but they object to 

the taking of any portion of their land, if the Fort is to be 

located on the line at For t Smith, unless the nat ion shall be 

indemnifi ed 

Respectfully 

Your Obt servant 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt . west~ Ter~ 

{OIA: Choct aw F i le Al56 . Agency 3/30 , 1837 {Al56) Armstrong , 
Wm. Informs that the Choctaws are aware that their treaty 
provides for the erect i on of forts , etc . ) 



Fort Cof fee 

2 ~h Jul y 1837 

Sir. 

~en t his place was taken possession of for 1 ilitary pur

poses in the Summer of 1834 - There were several Choctav fami lies 

residing in the i~mert iate icinity , one of hich cult i vated Corn 

on a part of the ground nov occupied as a Garden by the Troops 
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of t~ Post , and wi thin One hundr ed 8nd fifty yards of the Fort , 

The pub l ic Horses and Oxen . destroyed the Crop then growing be 

fore the corn be c ame ripe , an the Indians claimed, and Re ce ved 

fhe refor , of the Un ted States , the sum of t wenty five Dollars -

and Remova l to an other place - several other fam lies who res i ded 

about a fourth of mi le from the Fort , remained unt i l they 

gathered their Crops after wh ch they all Removed for the Reason 

of being grea tly annoyed by their contig ity to the Fort on 

leaving the premi s e s t he most of them b~ne their Houses and 

f ences one of the party however by the name of Lewis M9Can did 

not burn e ither House or fence , but left them ent rely vaste , 

in whi ch Sit uat t on t hey Remai ned undisturbed for near a year , 

when the Rails of the fence were Re oved to t he Fo~t , and ap lied 

to rnaktng the n ece f sary en losures arro1Jnd it - Since which time 

M~Can has come fo rwar d ~ ith a claim urged and Sup orted by the 

Chief of t he Di str i ct, f or One hu~dred Dollars , for the improve

ment, and fo damages s us tained by him , i be . ng compelled to 

Remove by Reason of t he enc roachment of the Troops so nearly 

upon him, Thi s cla i m was fir s t laid before the Agent Capt. i~ 

Ar mstrong , who has Reque sted me to lay the case befor the De 

pa rtmen t t o which it mo s t Pr operl y belongs , with a view if pos -

' 



sible to obtain for the I ndians a Remuneration fo~ their lofses 

I therefore beg leave to addrefs you on the Subject believing 

that to be the proper channel through which the case should 

first pass from me - I am inclined to think that not only c . Can , 

but all of the other Choctaws who have Removed under similar 

circumstances should be Remunerated by the Government of the 

u.s. for the lofs e s - whi ch t hey sustained in their Removal . 

The land they Occupi ed is very Rich and their Situations were 

very desirabl e--

I will be extremely thankful for early advice on th s sub-

ject, in Order t ha t I may be able to inform the Agent and the 

Indians of what they may depend upon 

I am Sir 

Genl. R. Jones 

Adjutant Genl. 

U. S. Army. 

very Respect ully 
t r . Obt . Ser~ 

John Stuart 

Capt 7th Inf¥ 

(OIA: Choctaw File S485. Fort Coffee , 7/26 . 1837 (S48~) . 
Stuart, Capt. John to Gen. R. Jones Ad . Gen . Rcl . to c ai m 
of Lewis McCann, eta. 
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(C OPY) 
Choc t aw Agenc y 15th August 1837 

To 

Capt William Arms trong 
. 

Choctaw Agent & 

Capt R D C Collins 

Princpt DisS Agt 

Fri end s & Br others 

Ve have considered upon ·the pro osition 

made by t h e Secritary of iar , through you, to fum sh us goods 

fo~ our annuiti e s , pur,hased at the lowest prices in the Eastern 

Cities, 

We are n o s e t t l ed and cultivatin the soil , and raising 

stock, and our wants a r e numerous, and like those of the Citi-

zens of the nit ed tates , we req· ire all the kin s of goods 

and groceri e s t hat are used by the citizens of Arkansas , and 

prefer our .annuiti e s i n money to enable us to purchase these 

things wh i ch are t oo numerous nd var ous fo the Departnent 

to buy in t he Eastern ci ties and bring to us 1 besides rece v

ing our Annuiti es in goods would break up our traders who are 

settled amongs t us to furnish not only goods , but a market for 

our skins, pel tries , s tock &c , anrl whatever e may have to of 

fer for market . 

Unde r t hese ci r cumstanc e s we consider that i t vould be 

improper in us t o rec e ive anythi n but money 

Thomas Laflore 

Net , u ,cha ,chee 

Jos ep)1 Kinca i d 

or 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

our annu ty 

Chief s 

(OIA: Choctaw Fil e A259- 293 12/ -, 183'7, (A293 Ar mst r ong , 'lm . 
Choctaws desire their annuities in money ; give their r easons.) 
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Choctaw Agency 25th Augs~ 183? 

sir 

In cons equence of my absence to Fort Towson where I have 

been engaged in attending the annuity to the Choctaws , I nid 

not receive your communication of the 2~~ July until my re 

turn today· I ¥.rill in a few days see the Chiefs of the Choc

taws and communicate the wishes of the Governm nt , in employ

ing two hundred warr io rs , against the Seminoles of Florida . I 

regret exceedingly that I had not have been permitted to accom

pany t he Choctaws , and to have commanded the detachment . If I 

·did no t believe that it \·1ould be there unanimo s wish that I 

should do so , I would not make the request . I have known them 

intimate ly for several years , hav ing emigrated them to there 

present r esidence , and acted as there Agent, and I hope it will 

not be considered vanity in me , to say that however patriotic 

the Choctaws may be , and strongly attached to the Government 

of the Unit ed States , they mi ht feel great reluctance to going 

to Florida unlefs I went along . I beg leave t o refer you to 

M; Harr is t he Commifsioner of Indian Affairs 1ajr Lewis or the 

late President of the United ·states , as to my ability to dis

charge t he duty to which I aspire , I am not advised of the 

wishes or f eelings of the Choctaws in regard to there go ng 

to Florida, but I have no doubt , had I been authorized to say 

to them t hat I wou l d ac ompany them , that a much larger num

ber mi ght have been procured , and my fea r is that they will 

not wish to go wi th so few in the party . In the mean time 



I shall endeavor to carry the views of the Government i nto 

effect. 

Respectfully 

Yr . Ob~ Serv~ 

~m Armstrong 

Act . Supt . est~ Ter¥ 

Hon~ J. R. Poinsett 
• 

Secretary of a r . 

(OIA: Choctaw File A244- 280 . Agency 8/25 , 1837 (A244) 
Armstrong, Wm. ~ishe s to accompany company of 200 Choctaws 
enlisting for services against Seminoles i n Florida . 
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Chcc t aw Agency 

l ot h Nov . 1837 

c. A. Harris. ~sqr 

Commr of Ind . Affr~ 

Sir 

In the l a s t communi cat i on I had the honor t o addr efs t he 

Dept- I expect ed then to have gone to Flori a with the Choctaw 

Volunteers - but i n consequence of a communication j ust rec~ 

from the Secr etary of ar , in 1hich he says a mistake as made 

in the amount I was authorized to offer to the Earriors f or 

six months s ervi ce i n Florida - that instead of $270 i t should 

of been but $71 - 22¢ for six months - There is now here f i ve 

hundred Wa r r ior s mustered into service- under the order of 22d 

July - from t he ar Dept . - there ans er will be given me i n the 

morning - as t o whether they will go on or remain - some of 

those ind i ans have already marched . One hundred thirty mile s -

and are great l y di s satisfied - at the change in there pay . I am 

confident t hat not one w ll go on - and of course I shall remai n 

and attend to my duties here - I have never seen the Choctaws 

so highly exc i t ed - as they are on this occas on - when I re -
t 

ceive their answer I will communicate to the Dept . ,... 

Respectfully your 

most Obt Servt 

v;rn Arms trong 

Ac t . Supt . T. 

(OIA: Choctaw File A- 244- 280 . Agency 11/10 , 1837 (A280) . 
Armstrong, wm. Notifi ed of mistake in amt , offe r ed to 
Choctaws, etlc . ) 
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Sir, 

War Department 

Office Indian Affairs 

January 26th 1838. 

27 8 

Mf H. G. Rind , one of the district Teachers in the Choc

taw Nati on , having filed in this office his request that a por

tion of his salary be paid , monthly , toM: 1~ A. Rind , his fatler, 

living i n the istrict of Columbia , and bein willing to com

ply with hi s wishes , I have to request that you make the nec

efsary entry in the books of your office , and give the requ -

site notice to the disbursing officer, so that M~ Rind be paic 

$133.33 only, instead of $208 . 33 , his quarterly allo~ance; it 

will be requisite, however , that M~ Rind give a recei t each 

quarter fo r the whole amount of the last mentioned sum. The 

disbursing Agent Capt Collins , ill be charged wi th the por

tion ($75) paid here, and credited with the whole um r eceipted 

for by Mr Rind 

Cap~ W~ Armstrong 

Choctaw Agency 

. ~at Missi: 

Very respectfully 

Y M Obt Sert r . o. • 

C. A Harris 

Comr 

(OIA: Western Supt'y File. Offi ce . 1838. Harris , . A., Comr. 
to Wm. Armstrong, Supt. Copies 13 letters with inclosures &c . ) 



Capt. W. Armstrong 

Actg Supt . V. T. 

Sir 

Fort Coffee 

6~1} March 1838 

The Military road le~ding from Fort Smith t o Horse Prairie , 

was opened in the spring and summer of 1832, and a ferry was 

soon afterwards established on the Porteau river , by Thomas 

Wall a Choctaw, who for the purpose, located hi mself at Fort 

Smith. 

In the spring of the year 1833, I wa s ordered to reoccupy 
when 

Fort Smith with a Company of the 7~~ Infantry, I found ~all at 
"" 

that place in pofsefsion of the ferry at the crofsing of the 

Military road on the Porteau river , within two hundred yards 

~ Fort · smith, he a l so occas i onally crofsed persons over the 

Arkansas, shifting his Boat from the one river to the other , 

around Belle point , on which Fort Smith was s ituated, and with

in the Choctaw Nation; I also understood not only from M~ 7all 

himself , but from others that he claimed the point at Fort Smith , 

by right of occupancy , which right according to the best of my 

belief has never been relinquished . 

The re-occupancy of Fort Smith , could not have been con

sidered as dispos sessin him of h s right of occupancy, unless 

he had have been paid for the sam which was not done , and the 

troops only claimed the sp ce occupied an enclosed by them 

which did not cover eithe r the ferry on the Arkansas , or on the 

Porteau, and when the troops abandoned the position, n the 

summer of 1834, the whole poss.ession again reverted to N'all , 



who has held a cla i m t o i t , ever since , and I am clearly of 

the opinion t hat he i s as much entitled to an occupancy 

there, as any othe r Choct aw is to any other pos i tion within 

the country, wher e he di d not actually resi de and cultivate , 

Wall did not wi thin the last few years reside at For t Smith , 

but he had t he pos i tion held , and occupi ed , by his agent or 

tenant. 

I am Sir 

Very Respect f ully 

Yr . Obt . Sert 

John St uart 

Capt 7" Inf 

(OIA: Choctaw File H341 1\Ta sh n t on, 5/4,18 8 (H341) 
Ha~kins, Jone s & Juzan Delegation , Inc . l et er from Capt . 
John Stuart to Capt . Armst ron , etc . ) 



Wa shington City April 7 . 1838. 

C. A. Harris Esqr. 

Com.mr. of Ind. Affrs 

Sir. The undersigned , have had the pleasure of an Intro

duction to you by our Agent Capt ~ ~ill am Armstron _ by whom you 

have been informed of our appointments as delegates b~ the Choc 

taw General Council· to lay before the proper department claims 

which our nation and people have against the governnent of the 

United States - In accordance with our instructions - we beg 

leave first to submi t to you the papers in r elation to the cla im 

of Joseph Bogy which has been taken f r om the Choctaw annuity 

by an act of Congrefs and the money paid to Joseph . Bogy - It 

is unnecessary at this time perhaps to say much about this 

claim - We cannot however forbear, mentioning the fact , that 

after a lapse of twenty nine years , from the time the depreda

tion was charged to have been committed - this claim is brought 

before Congrefs - and as you are already aware Six Thousand 

dollars of our annuity has been taken from our people ,- without 

giving them an opportun ty of be ng heard - we therefore look 

to the Government of the United States , to do us that justice 

which we are entitled to receive - The enclosed statements 

made by those of our people , now living who ~ere present, at the 

time the depredation was said to have been committed , is the 

best evidence we have to offer - One of them is an old Chief, 

whose character f or honesty and fidelity is unquestioned by 

those who know him, - such ~e indeed i s the character of all 

whose statements are enclosed . re respectfully request, after 

you shall have examined the papers in relation to this claim 



that you will either send it to Congrefs or give us your 

friendly advis e as to what course we should pursue 

Respectfully your most Obt Servants 

George V. Harkins 

R. M. Jones 

Pierre Juzan 

(0IA: Choct aw File H317 . Vashin ton , 4/7 , 1838 (H317) 
Ha rkins, Geo. ¥. - R •. Jones - Pierre Juzan, Choc . 
Delegation. Subm t statement by Mu- shu- la- tub- bee and others 
of their nati on , etc . ) 
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Va s h n ton Cit t y April 20~~ 1838 

c. A Harris esqr 

Com. Ind. Af fa i rs 

Sir. 

It is stipulated under the 15th Art ic le of the Treaty 

concluded with our people at dane ng Rabbit Creek , that when 

ever the Choctaws shall elect a 4th Chief , to superintend and 

govern upon republican pri nciples , he shall receive annual ly 

for his services Five Hundred dollars , for twenty years - Now 

the Choctaws have established a republican form of overnment , 

and are in a state of i mprovement , and only need qualified and 

efficient men, to conduct the affairs of the nation , to become, 

at no remote peri od , an interrestin and prosperous people 

We therefore r e s pectfully request in behalf of ou r ation , that 

the government will grant the Choctaws , the pay of the 4th 

Chief, as an induc ement fo suitable persons to aspire to the 

office of Chief, wh ch amount , to be equally divide amongst 

the three Chiefs of the Nat i on P~reeably to our instructions 

we beg leave to s t ate to the department, that the Chocta is do 

not wish a mill wright sent amongst them, a s promised under the 

2oth Article of the Treaty at Dancin Rabbit Creek . - Thev have 

not the means to purchas e the necessary mater i als to erect mills 

in the Nation, and no ind idual i s will i n to furnish them, 

at his own expense, and have a mil l uilt , wh chin part , would 

be subject to the claims of t he public - We th refore hope the 

government will allow the Choctaws the money in lieu of the 

services of the mil l wright , to be subject to the isposal of 

the General Council --
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. e have a l s o b een inst ucted by our people to call the 

attention of the dep rtment to the 17th Article of said Treaty 

which stipulates that after the r first years removal to the 

west, ten Thousand dollars should be divided amongst such , as 

received no reservations under the Treaty- - as they assert it 

was mi ~ interprett ed to them at the treaty and they universally 

understood, that t he government would pay the amount , independ

ent of the twenty t housand dollars allo~ed for twenty years 

and as the amount has been taken from what they considered their 

annuity, to pay their own people, theyhopethe government vill do 

them the justice to allow them the additional amount of ten 

Thousand Dollars. The majority of the Choctaw people , have ex

prefsed a wish, that the clause under the 13th Article of the 

late Treaty, which stipulates that the Agent shall fix h~s 

residence convenient to the great body of the people; be car

ried into effect as early as practicable . 

The clause under the 2oth article of said treaty which 

provides that the Uni ted States shall erect a house for each 

Chief; has caused .much doubt and enquiry amongst our people , 

and they wish to know . whether those houses were designed to be 

the private property of the treaty rnak·ng Chiefs , or as publ c 

buildings, to them and their succefsors in office - In order 

t herefore to put this q estion to rest , we respectfully request 

the decision of the department - Also fo r the satisfaction of 

our people we hope the department w 1 inform us , ihat quantity 

th t f the 19th of lands have been set a part under the 6 Sec on 

Article of the treaty, fo the b en efit of orphan children of 
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Choctaw NRtion, and what disposition has been made of them; 

and beg leave t o state to the department , that those orphans 

are much in need of assistance from some source or other, and 

it is very important that those lands be disposed of, and the 

proceeds applied as soon as pofsible for their relief--

The Choctaws are anxious to receive the ballance of he 

wheels and looms due them under the 2oth Article of the treaty, 

as early as pofsible , but if it is not convenient, or in the pow

er of the Gover~ment to furnish them soon, they will be satisfied 

to receive the money in 1 eu thereof , and employ native mechanics 

themselves or apply it to some other beneficial purpose in the 

country 

Your early attenti on and reply to the above Interrogatories , 

will confer a great favour on the undersigned- -

We have the honour to be , very respectfully your most 

obedient Servants 

(OIA: 
Geo. & 
Nation 
Chief, 

Geo ge ~ Hark ns 

Pierre Juzan 

R. . Jones 

Choct . Delagation 

Choctaw Fils H329 . ~ash ngton , 4/20, 1838 {H329) Hark ns, 
others Choctaw Deleg tion . Request in behalf of the 
that the Government will gran them the pay o . a 4th 
etc.) 
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c. A. HRrris esqr 

Com Ind. Affairs 

ashington City May 4th 1838 

Sir. We beg l eave to submit to you the enclosed letter 

from Capt John Stuart commanding officer at Fort Coffee to 

William Armstrong Supt ~ . T. in relation to the claim of Mr 

Thomas Yall a Choctaw , for the point of land o cupied by him 

adjoining the Arkansas line on the river , and lately purchas ed 

by the United States from Capt Rogers for a post - If we are 

correctly informed the government intend to erect a Fort on the 

land purchased of Capt Rogers , and may probably design to take 

pofsefsion of the point of land occupied by Mr Wall between 

the purchase and the Porteau River - Ve are aware the United 

States, by the 11th Article of the tr aty of 1830 have the right 

to establish military posts within the Nation, but as this Fort 

will probably be wi thin the State of Arkansas - the question 

arises have the government the right to use any portion of the 

Indian country for mi litary posts , unlefs the same, be according 

to the treaty In the case however of Fort Smith, it is an In

dividual occupancy - and if the fort should find it to their 

advantage to occupy the point within the Choctaw line , we hope 

Mr Wall, will be compensated for his r i ht of occupancy - If 

however we are correct in our views, we do not s ee how the govern

ment can establish a military post within the State of Arkansas 

a~d useany portion of our country in connection therewith - The 

article alluded to was i ndirectly intended for forts in the 

Indian country _ It may be well t o remark that the 18th Article 
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of the same trea t y agrees "that i n the cons t ruction of t his 

treaty, whenever well founded doubts a r ise i t shall be con-

strued most f avourably t o the Choc t aws e a sk the favour 

of an early r eply t o this , as we expect to leave i n a day or 

two 

Very respectful l y yo r 

~ost obt Servant s 

R Jones 

Ge o . r.T Harkins 

Pierre Juzan 

Choctaw Delegation 

(OIA: Choctaw File H341 . Wash ngton , 5/ 4 , 1838 (H341) . 
Harkins, J ones & Juzan Delegation . Inc . letter f rom Capt 
John Stuary to Capt . Armstr ng , etc . ) 
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Pontotoc 

Mifsifsippi 4th May 1838 

Hon. C. A. Ha rris 

Indian Depar t ment 

Sir 

As I have not the honour of your acquaintance, or of 

any correspondence with the department over which you preside , 
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J: mueh fear you will think me rather intrusive in thus addrefsing 

you, but the subject upon which I write being of important in

terest to me & which I respectfully submit to your considera

tion, wil l I trust i n some degree excuse me - -

On my r eturn home to tae Holly Springs from the est of 

Arkansas where I have been engaged during the winter as Medical 

Director i n the Chickasaw Emigration , I rece ved a letter from 

my friend & r e l ation, the Ron . Andre Bevine , enclosing me a 

copy of a l e t te r f om you to Capt T. S. Crofs , il l iamston Mifs . 

informi ng or directin that Gentleman to employ me as medical 

Director to the Choctaw emigration now under his Superintendence 

& alth9 the copy of the letter is dated so far back as the 3~9 

of January l ast, yet I have had no commumication directly or 

indirectly f r om Cap~ c on the subject , I understand he is now 

west of Arkansas wi th a party of emigrating Choc t aws & as I am 
i th the Captai n 

t t 11 i t d t k i Whe ther he reccy your letter o a y unacqua n e ~& no now ng 

or not, may I r e spec tful l y sol i cit from the Departme t such in

formation & ins t r uct i ons as it may deem necefs ary - I have been 

here some time together with M:r Brook & Col onel Upshaw collect -

ing all we can of t he bal anc e of the Chickasaws , e hope to 

be able to make a s t art for the west by the f i rst of next 

month -



Permit me now Sir, to return you my sincrere thanks & to 

exprefs my grateful acknowledgeMents for this mark of kind

nets & attention & to afsure you that no exertion of m ne 

shall be wanting to fulfill the duties of the appointment you 

have given me with satisfaction to t he Indians, and I trust & 

hope with the approbation of the Department,-

! have t he ~Honour to be 

Most r espectfully 

Your me obd Servt 

J. alker 

We expect to be at [emphis i n about five weeks from this 

time on our way est at Li ttle Rock , Ark , about two weeks 

after- I hope to hear f r om the Depart ment on r e e i pt of this -

at ether of the above plac es. 

(CIA: Choctaw ( Emigr ) File W505. Pontotoc, 5/4 , 1838. . 
Walker, Dr. J. (Says on hi s return from Ark . he r cd. l etter 
from Hon. A. Beirne, etc . ) 



Thos. Irwin Esq r . 

nr Sir, 

Li ttle Rock 

9 . ~ay . 1838 . 

The St eam Boat . Erin passed here yesterday rith about 

200. Choctaws on Board 

Having no i nformation relative to the manner by which 

they are to b e s ubsisted after their arrival est - As a matter 

of Justice to the Govt . and to the Indians I deem it but right 

that the Indi a ns for the t me be ng (or until I can hear from 

the Com~) sh ould not want food - I must therefore particularly 

request you an d Mr Kingsbury (to whom I have Just written . ) to 

attend particularly to this matter 

I of course will be responsible for such rations as they 

may absolutely r equire to suppo t them until they can make some 

arrangement to support themselves, or until I can hea from 1ash-

1ngton - As there is no appropriat on fo the ubs~ of those peo

ple you will be extremely particular . not to g ve them more than 

absoJutely necessary to keep them from . want . 

R D C. Coll ns 

Capt U. S. A 

(OIA: estern Supt's F le (Emigr . ) Little Rock . ) 



To 

Capt W~ Armstr ong 

Choctaw Agent . 

Sir 

Nunnawah Council Ground 

October ll~h 1838. 

We the undersign ed Chiefs and Councilmen i n General Counc 1 

assembl ed, have learnt that the Troops sta i oned n the State of 

Arkansas near Fort Smith, have crofsed ov r the line into our 

country and cuttin and distroyin the timber in our nation and 

have also taken pofsefsi on of a ferry and point of land at Fort 

Smith oc cupi ed and p0fsefsed y one of our citizens ~ Thomas 

Wall. Now we cannot see by what authority those encroachments 

are made on our rights , by a ilitary Post Established ~ithin 

t he limits of the State of Arkansa s 

We ar e aware the Treaty concluded with our people at Dancing 

Rabet Creek gives the Unit ed States the right to Establish il

itary Posts i n our country to vh ch we have no object ons, ut 

we cannot vi ew the course taken in any other 1 g t t an an as 

sumption of power not granted in any Treaty stipulation. There

fore we hope you wi ll t ake the necefsary measur s to represent 

to the proper Depart ent that we expect the Government to com

pensate ou~ in jure iti zen ~ ~ tall for his pofsefsions at Fo t 

Smith, and to make good the damages done to ou people by cutt n 

the d1stroy1ng t i mb er in ou count r y 

We are very Respectfully 

Your fr end 

( signed) pie rre Juzan Chief 
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Nuch ho ma ha jo x 
mark 
his 

Posh ho ha cubbee x 
mark 
hi s 

Ho pi 0 cha hubbee x 
mark 

Chief 

Speaker 

of the house 

; 



.. 

Tush co l ut t ah 
his 

X 

mark 

hi s 
E _ya r sha ho pi ya x 

mark 

Adam Folsom 

Andrew J ackson 

Charles Tapen. 
his 

Nat Folsom x 
mark 

Robt M Jones 

hi s 
J o seph Riddle x 

mark 

William Riddle 

Peter Folsom 
his 

Adam Lucas x 
mark 

(OIA: Choctaw File A488 . Choctaw Agy . 10/29 , 1838 (A488) 
Armstrong, Wm. Forwards copy of a communication from Choctaw 
chiefs, etc.) 
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Vashington J an 16th 1871 

.-on. ~. S. Par ke r 

Commifsioner of Indi an ffairs 

Sir : I am this morning in rece ipt of a lette r from 

Bogy Depot Choctaw Hat ion, in thich i t is stated that 

Agent Griffith has made application for funds to establish 

a n .u Agency for Choctaus and Chickasa vs at or ncar Bogy 

Depot , and has related two reservations, but l oaves the 

d<?clsion to yourself ; and r equest ing that I Houl furni h 

such information' on the sub ·ect as y familiarity 11ith the 

ne i ghborhood enables to do . I have heard of onl two l oca 

tions - one at the old town called Bo y Depot and othe r 

n }ar the Newtovm - or South Bo_gy epot . The old place is 
the Tat e r of 

sandy and unhe-al thy , and,...all the i'lells , (of v1hich t he re 

quite a number) , without exception I belie ve , are quite 

salty. The new town or South Bogy Depot is situated on a 

high plateau , partly timbered and partly prairie - Whe re 
the location 

the water is good andJhealthy, betro en the two places, on 

the road from Sherman Texas t o Fort Smith & Fort Gibson 

about tth of a mile south of old Bogy Depot . This is a 

beautiful l ocation for an Agency , on a high rooky hill , 

but not difficult of accefs , in a fine grove of timb~r 

and havihg prairie on three sides of it. And if I were 

called upon to locate the Agency I should prefer that to 

any other near Boggy Depot. I t is near enough for the 

convenience of transacting business with the people of 

294 
3- a., 



both Towns, and i s on the main thoroughfare thro the Indian 
from Baxter Springs to Texas 

Country from Fort Smith to Texas - an~ And, is in the forks 

of the two roads leading acrofs Clear Bogy Creek - one by 

way of Old Bogy Depot the other crofsing below, about two 

miles where there is no Swamp on the south side of the 

Creek, which is a large one - and but little on the orth 

side. There are bridges at both Crofsings . but at the up -

per one there is swamp which in wet weather becomes Very 

boggy for a mile or thereabouts on each side of the Stream. 

Just below the upp er bridge , too - Delaware Creek empties 

into Boggy - & i n high water Delaware Creek, in consequence 

of a sluise from Boggy into it - becomes as difficult to 

crofs as the Boggy Creek - and frequently travellers after 

crofsing boggy - going South, cannot crofs Delaware Creek 

& are force d to remain at the Toll house until the Cre ek 

rum down 

The lower Bridge crofses Boggy about a mile below the 

mouth of Delaware and also below the mouth of Sandy Creek -

and will in my opinion be the principally travelled route 

as soon as ample supplies of provisions are prepared for 

Sale at South Bogy Depot for the immense number of emigrants 

who pafs through to Texas . This will I think better mail 

route. soon as accommodations are provided . For the above 

reasons I have no hesitation in exprefsing the opinion that 

as a permanent location _ the site herein described, between 

the two Towns is the most eligible in the neighborhood -



considering heal th and the convenience of people likely 

to have buainefs a t the Agency . 

I am Sir , Very respectfully 

Douglas H. Cooper 

(OIA: Choctaw C-39 . 1871.) 
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11 Net proceeds fun d11 Cl a i m 

of the Choctaws .~2 . 981 . 247 . 30 

Abstra c t of an investiga

tion and report by Mr Bartlett 

of the Land Divis i on , Indian 

Off ice in 1876 

At time of the Tr eaty of 1783 
. - - - Choct aws wer e in pofsefsion 

of the t erritory now known a s State of Mifsifsippi . The 

treaty reserved a certain par t of t he l and , to the Choc

taws, u pon whi ch t o live and hunt , 

By the treati es of 1801 , 1~03 , 1805 1816 t he us. be came 

repofsefsed of large tracts of the land r eserved under 

treaty of 17~3 , givin~ the I ndi ans t her efor money con

sideratiob 

~_the __ treaty o_f_ ~820 . In considerat ion of the cefsion of 

their ri ght to ! ·_~50~0_Q_q_ acr es in ifst the U. S. r e served 

for the Choctaws , 15..!..0C2_0_. ooo acre s between rlcansas · Red 

Rivers, as their home . The t r eaty provided a reservation 

of 54 sq~ar e mile s in Ni f sifsippi the pro ceeds of the sales 

ot which were t o be appli ed to t he educ ti6n of such of the 

Choctaws a s chose to r ema in i n Mifs~, with the promise to 

become citiz en s ; and for those who preferred to live under 

the laws of Jvlifsifsippi , separate settlement s were provided -
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consisting of a tract of one m{le 
~ s qu are , includi ng 1m rove-

ments for each . 

By the t~ea~ of 182 5 The Choctaws re -ceded to t he u.s. a 

part of ~he l ands (the 15 . 000 , 000 tract r es erved f or t hem 

by the treaty of ~820~ whi ch ceded part was f ound to be 

within t he Territory of Arkansas and f or wh ch recefsion 

the U. S . gave them ~6 . 000 annually , f or ever . 

B~ _~he ~r~at~ o~ -~839 . The Choct aws ceded thei r ri ght to 

10.423 . 130 acr e s i n Mi f sifsippi , i n cons i deration of which, 

the US . gave to them a fe~ simple ti t l e t o t he 15 . 000 . 000 

acres (lefs that part r eceded as be i ng in the Te r r i to r y of 

Arkans as) res erved p r eviously by the t r eaty of 1820 for the ir 

occupancy and use; a lso ~20 . 000 annually . To those who de

sired to remain i n Mifsi f sippi sub j ect to t he loca l l aws of 

the State , giving du e notice t her eof , this t r eaty by the 

14~~ -article provided a spe ci al r es ervat ion of 640 a cres 

to each head of a f amily f or h i mse lf ; one hal f that quantity 

for each chi ld over ten years of age & a qu ar ter sect on 

to each child unde r 10 ; a r esidenc e upon such special r es

ervation entitled the reservee to a gr ant in free simp le 

to the land. About 1 0 heads of f amilies repres ntin 

about 1000 , it was then es timat ed (by (Commrs) would re 

main; t he Choctaws claimed 200 h eads of families; t he num

ber increased to more than 14000 . This provision was the 

oause of gr eat trouble and dis content ; frauds were commit-
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ted; finally a settlement of the diffi culty was made by 

granting rese rvations t o 143 . heads of fam lies , amount

i g to 334.101. acres; and under the act of Congr efs of 

1842 it was p r ovided that scrip to amount of .877 . 900 Should 

be paid to satis fy one half of the amount of each Cla m ad

ditional to this 143 . heads of families . Furthermore , in 

185~ an appropriation of ·;p872 . 000 was made to be accepted 

by the Choctaws a s a release al l claims under the 14 art-

icle of the treaty of 1830 , and which was accepted by their 

authorized a ents Nov 6- 1852 

In N_ovem~ e~ 1853_ Cho ct aw Delegates appeared before the Gov

ernment wi th a Clai m to l ands which they had abandoned east 

of the ifsifsippi river , based upon the fact asserted by 

them, that a l a r ge number of claims under the 14~~ Arti c le 

of the treaty of 1830 had been rejected; and it would ap

pear that from this time (In 18 ) forth the Choctaws claim 

that the 18th Article of said treaty by which the US . pled ed 

the lands, cede d in ifsifsi , as security f or the money 

stipulat ed to be pai d to the Ohoctaws, was in effec t a 

p l edge to pay them the net pro ceeds of the l ands Sold n 

M1fs1fs1pp1 : this claim was rej ect ed . 

In 1855 The question was reopened by the eff ort of the U. S . 

to make a treaty in t he inter st of the Chick saws , so thu 
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they should be made independent of the Choct o h aws r: ave l ands 

of their own; t his was effected, the Choctaws releasing a 

part of their land in the Indian territory for the purpose 

and receiving in consideration t her efor . 600 . 000 . The Choct ws 

in the negotiations labored to have their claim to the net 

proceeds recognized in this treaty , but in vain; 

~rea~y_of 

1855 

they however consented to a provision in the 

treaty to have the question submitted to the 
see 

US Senate - ,...._. Article 11 . Art ic_le 12 of this treaty pro-

vides that 1 hether the Senate shall award them the "net 

proceeds", or a sum in grofs , the amount shall be accepted 

in full set t l ement of tribal and individual claims &c. 

On the 18 arch 1856 the Senate referred the Subject of the -- ---------- - ---
Claim to the "net proceeds" to their Committee on Indian 

Affairs. Owin to difficulty in obtaining correct and 

trustworthy information, delay of action occurred and it 

was not until the 1 5 FebY 1859 that the Committee f nally 

reported. March 9 , 1859 t he Senate adopted resolutions , 

to t he effect that the Choctaws be allowed the pro ceeds of 

such lands i n their cefsion as had been sold up to the l~t 

o f January 1859 , deduct i ng the cost of survey ·c, and esti 

mating the *sale price at the rate of ~ 125 . per acre ; that 

they be allowed 12~ cents per acre f or the residue of the 

lands; that the SecY of the Int erior cause a report to be 

made to Congrefs of the amount due tho Ohoct ws , ac cordin 

to the principles of settlement i n the c se thus dopted . 

*{Quere) 
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In~~~}860 The Sec retary of the Interior reported that the 

proceeds of the l ands sold up to JanY 1 . 1859 amounted t o 

$7 . 556 . 578 . 05 ; and the residue of lands unsold at 12A ct , 2 s 

per a c re , amou ted , p52 2 . 046 . 75 , or a total of ,')8 . 078 614 . 80 , 

from which he deduct ed amount fixed unde r the tre ty of 1830 , 

and f or selling and surveying the l and -~5 . 097 . 367 . 50 The 

amount contemplated by the Senate award would therefore be 

$2 981 . 247 30 . The Se c , of the Int erior at the same time 

reminded Congrefs that the Choctaws received ~~530 . 000 for 

part of the ir land in the Indian Territory , to the Chicka

saws and for another part leased under t he treaty of 1855 , 

they r e ceiv ed q>600 . 000 - which sums he de emed just l y should 

be deduc ted making the amount of the award -t> l . 851 . 247 . so . 

This repor t was not acted upon by the H~use of Repre~entatlv~s; 

but the Chai rman of the Senate Committee on Indian Affairs 

in June 1860 reported a bill propos ing to award to the Choc

taws . 2 . 332 . 560 . 85 . The Senate did not a c t upon the b 11 . 

During t h e Same Sefsion Mr Sabastian Chairman of the Commit 

tee offe r ed the substance of it as an amendment to the ap -

propriation Bill ( Indian) , whi ch the Senate rejected 

tt the next Session 

of Congress -

March 1861 

An amendment to the Indian appropria

tion bill (In ian) was adopted by the 

Senate allowin ~ the Choctaws 

1 . 202 . 560 . 80 , whi ch amendn1ent was reje cted b. the Hou e 

or Reps , A s e co nd Conference Committee of the two br ch s 

or Congrers agr e ed upon a compromi s e whi ch was ac cepted -



to the effect that ~ 500 . 000 be p ai d t o the eho ctaws, one 

half to be p a id i n money , and one hal f · 1n United St ate s 

bonds to be ifsued by t he SecY, of t he Tr easury -

$250.000 in money has pe en paid . Th b d f · e on s or ·p250 . 000 

have not been a s yet i fsue d , (Jun e 1876) 

Act of Congref~ _July _5 . _ J~~2 declared al l appropri a tions 

or acts f or aidi n g Indi ans should be su spended at the d s 

cretion or t he Pres i dent . 

Congrefs Mar ch, 1865 enacted that in lieu of bonds author -- - . - --
ized to b e i fsu ed by act of 1861 , the SecY of the Tr easury 

should pay to t he Se cretar y of the Int er i or .~· ~50 . 000 f or 

the relief of member s of t he Cho ct aws and other t r i be s , who 

had been pe r s e cu t ed and driven from thei r home s fo r the r 

loyalty to the u.s. - and this amount was so pai d 

Choc~aw trea~y -~~ _ 1866 that a l l r i ght s and i mmuniti es he r eto 

fore held by t he Choct aw and other t r ibe s , and ndividua ls , 

or to which t hey were ent i t l ed under tr e t i es and l eg slat on 

heretofore made , ar e t o be in e ~ full f orce i f not ncons is t -

ent with this treat y. 

From that t i me (1866 ) until now effort has 
en made constant -

ly to h ave the Treasury i f sue tho bonds f or , 250 . 000 ; end to 

Obtain Of t he f ull amount of tho "net pro -
an appropr i ation 

oeeds" as awar ded by the Senate in 1859 . The cc. '' of the 



Treasury refused to i f sue the bonds for the r eas on that 

by the Suspens i on Ac t of July 5 1862 , and the Act of March 

3 1865, (s ee above ) h i s uthority i n the premises was taken 

away. The At t or n ey General , however , subsequent l y ( in 1870) 

gav e the op inion that the treaty of 1866 r einstated the Sec

retary wi t h the power c onf erred by the ct of 1861; but in 

1871, the i f suing of the bonds was enjoined by p rties ho 

have claims a ainst the Cho ct aws ' a ents - and this is the 

Status of the Controv ersy on that point at the present t me . 

In~ 1868 r . Butler of the Committee ~~ on Indian ffai rs 

House of Rep 8 r eported i n favo r of the appr opr i ation o 

2 . 332 , 561 . the s 2 xed by the C mmi t tee . 

In _~~ly 1868 the Hose Com: on I ndian ffairs through Mr 

Windom report ed in f avo r of that Sum 

In June 1870 the Senate Ju d ciary Committee proposed to 

fund the b a l anc e of the · Clai m f xing it at the same mount 

In 1871. Mr Har lan of Sen te Committee Ind an ' Af a rs and 

Mr Shanke of s ame Com: of the House of Rep~ reported in f avor 

of the same amount . 

s 19 JanY. 1875 , Mr Comi n s mov ed as In the House of Rep _o?. 

(Quere) is t his ri ht) jref errin t o asterisk above/ 
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an amendment to the Indian appropriation b 11 then under 

consideration by Committee of the ~hole , a sect ion provid

ing fo r the payment 6f $2 . 981 . 247 . 30 to the Choctaws in 

settlement of the net proceeds cla i m, the sum awarded by the 

Senate . On the 20 1 JanY the amendment was amended and the 

sum fixed at ~2 . 332 . 56 1 . Upon being brought before the House , 

the measure was defeated by a vo te of years and nays 

Re_v_~~w- _b_~ _ll~ -~art_tel~ 

1- . By the treat i es between the Choctaws and the u. s . p e 

vious to 1860 , the land the Choctaws occupoed was kept in 

reserve as a temporary hunting round nd abiding place , 

to which no title was given, except such as would be given 

to tenants at ill , 

2- That ~enever the u.s . made payment to the Choctaws 

f or their land s in Mifsifsippi , it was simply in cons i der a -

tion of a release of temporary privileges 

3- That so far as the treaties of 1820 and 1830 ~e e not 

fulfilled , the c ause lay in the failur e of the Ohoct ws to 

accept in ood faith the provisions wh ch were int ende.d to 

civilize and and m ke citizens of Such of them as Chose to 

remain in ifsifsippi 

4 That the reservation under the treaty of 1820 and the 

grant in ·f · e simpl e to 15 . 000 . 000 acres made in the treat 



of 1830, was a perfect and complete conside ration for the 
in Mifsi., 

lands_.abandoned and ceded to the u.s . 

5- That the reservati on Arti cles (l4~h 15th ) in the treaty 

of 1820 were f aithfully observed by the United States nd 

that the a llowances to "Heads of families" were extended 

far beyond the honest requirement of the rule , and beyond 

the demand of the Choctaws themselves 

6. That the payment of money to the Cho ctaws under the 

settlement a c t o , 1852 and their receipt in f ormal re -

lease of claims there i n covered , effectually bars all ind vid

ual cla i mants under the treaty of 1830 , while the Claim to 

the net proc eeds under the pl edse of the Mifsifsippi l ands 

as security for similar ob l i gations , aris es from a mi sappr e

hension of the nature of a mortgage . 

7- That the Senate Award of 1859 unde r the t reaty of 1855 , 

was made hastily without a fu ll knowledge of the facts as 

is plainly s hown by the Subsequent and repeated acts of the 

Senate in substantially revoking i ts o\·m award ; and in the 

House of Reps. in refusing to r eco n ze it . 

8 That ther e was no justif i catioh f or the appropriation 

of $500.000 in 1861 for the ben efi t of the Choctaws Save as 

an act of Charity t o a tribe in need but of 

Character 

onera1 ood 
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9. That the t r eat y of 1866 affirmin all obligations of 

treaties and Acts of Congrefs previous to the rebellion , 

did not giv e f or c e to the award of 1859 Since that award 

had not legally be c ome a part of t he t re a ty of 1855 

10 That the r epeated Act s and uni f orm a ction of Congrefs 

in rejecting the net proceeds claim as Su ch totally and in 

part whenev er it has been dis cufsed and brought to a vote , 

is significant of i ts character and ought t o be de cisive 

against it s further consideration 

11. That ev er y obligation of t he U. S. t o the Choct ws under 

the several treaties i nvolved in the question cons i dered 

has been ful filled : the net pro ceeds claim never had any 

va11di ty: the appropriation of .j~500 . 000 should be re arded 

as a gratuity ; and the pres ent memorialist should have le ave 

to withdraw. 

(OIA: Choct aw B. 18~ ( 1876 ) 

Indian Office 

Nov . 1875 

W. B. W 



Commissioners 

Tams Bixby 

Thomas B. Needles 

C. R. Breckinridge 

W. E. Stanley 

DEPART1 NT OF THE I NTERIOR 

COm~ISSION TO THE FI VE CIVILI ZED TRIBES 

Musko ge e , Indi an Terri t ory , 

u gus t 11 , 1903 . 

The Honorable, 

The Secret ary oP the Interior , 

Sir: 

( 

With a vi ew t o carrying out the instructions of the 

Department, cont ained i n it s l etter of Ju ly 2 , 1903 , 

(I.T.D. 4630 , 5282- 1903) the Commission , on July 3rd , 

directed Mr . H. Van V. Smith to proceed at once to t he 

State of Mi s sissippi, there t o superintend the work of 

aiding indi gent and i dentified ful l-blood Mi ss issipPi 

Choctaws in remov ing t o Indian Terri tory . A copy of the 

instruc tions given Mr . Smith was , on :· July 24th , transmitt ed 

to the Departme nt . 

I now have the honor t o qu ote below, reports made by 

the Commission's Sp ecial A ent , r . Smith, under d te of 

July 29th and Au ust 8th, whi ch will serve to a cquaint the 

Department to a de gree with what is be n~ done in the 

premises: 



11 
eridian , issi ss ppi, July 29, 1903 . 

Commission to he 

Five Civi lized Tribes , 

Muskogee , Ind· an Terri tory . 

Gentlemen: 

Pursuant to instru c tions of the Commissioner in Char e , 

dated July 23 , l9G3 , directing me to 11 pro c ed at once to 

the State of Missis sippi to carry out nd superintend meas 

ures in aid of indi gent and ident i f i ed Mississ i pu Choct ws , 

who desire to r emo ve to the I nd i an Terri to ry wi thin the six 

months from the date of their i dent i f ication as rovided by 

law11
1 I have the honor to submit herewith r eport of condi -

tions a s I find them t o dat e , wi th brief a ccount of the ac -

tion I h ave so far t aken unde r said instructions . 

To all those i dentifi ed fu ll- blood Mississipp Cho ct a s , 

whose six months ' 1 mit expires Friday , Au~s t 14 , I have 

mailed l etters in the f ollowi ng language : 

"Meridian , Miss ssippi , July 27 , 1903 . 

Dear Sir : 

Under instruc t i ons from the Secretary of the 

Interior , through the D wes Commi ssion , I am now in 

Meri ian, Mississippi , for the purpos e of aidin n

di gent and i dentified fullblood Mississippi Choctaw 

Indi ans to remove to the Indi Terri tory , in accord-

ance with the provisions of the Act of Con ress of 

March 3 , 1903 . . 
On February 14 , 1903 , you ~ore identified by 

the Commission to the Five Civilized Tri es as full -



blood Mississippi Choctaw . The six months pro

vided by law, wi thin whi ch you may r emove t o and 

make se ttlement in the Choctaw- Chickasaw country, 

expires on Friday , Augus t 14 , 1903 . 

Therefore , if you wish t o a cquire lands in 

30 

the Indian Territory , but are in de s titute ci r cumstances 

and do no t hav e the money to take you the re , you are 

requested t o call on me or wr i te to me i mmed · tely 

at Meri dian , Mississippi , and I will at once i n -

vestieate your condition and provide free trans -

portation and free rations as your status and cir -

cumstances may justify and require . 

Prompt a ction in your case is absolutely nee -

essary as the six months ' limit has nearly expi r ed . 

I t is desir ed that al l i dent ified fullb lood :Missis-

sippi Choctaws , shall avail themse lves of this ef

for t o f the government ' s to assist them in getting 

their I ndian rights . 

A special train will leave Meridi an , Missi s -

sippi, for the Indian Terri tory , on Wedne s day , August 

12 , 1903 , and i f you wi sh to go , you must be in Mer -

i dian on Tuesday , Au st 11th. 

t this l etter us e the enclosed 
In r ep l yin :> o 

h does not r equir e a posta e stamp . 
envelope whic 

very r e sp ectfu lly , 

H. Van V. Smith, 

Special Agent of the 

Unit ed s tate s Gov ernment 



I have scattered broadcast in the se ctions where the 

full-bloo d i dentified Mi ssissipni Choctaws live sne cial no -

tices, of which the following is a copy : 

'S P E C I A L N 0 T I C E 

T 0 

FULL- BLOOD MISSISSIP PI CHOCTAWS. 

Unde r i n s tructions from the Secretary of the Interior 

through the Dawes Commission , I have been char ed vrith 

t h e expenditure of the ;20 , 000 ppropriated by Congress 

to aid indigent full - blood Mississippi Choct aws who 

have been i dentified as full -blood Mississipni Choctaws 

by t he Commission , and who desire to remove to the In-

dian Te r ritory within the six months after the date of 

t he i r i dentification as provi ded by l aw . 

I have lists of al l identifi ed fu llblood Miss s -

sippi Choctaws . ith many of them the six months will 

soon be pas sed . 

Those identified full- blood Mississippi Choctaws 

who wish to go to the Indian Territory , are requested 

to c a ll on me or v~ite to me immedi ate ly at Mer idian 

Missi ss i ppi, and I wi l l go at once invest i g te their 

condi tion and ~rovide free transportation and free 

rations as their status and circumst ces may justify 

and r equir e . 

Prompt a ction is ne ce s sar y f or those whose six 

months ' limi t has nearly expi red and it is desired for 

all who wish to avail themselves of th s effort of the 

government's to ass i st in gettin 
their Indi n ri hts . 
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None but ident i fied full - b l ood Mis siss i ppi Cho ctaws 

are included in this notice . 

Meridi an Miss i ssippi , July 27 , 1903 , 

H. Van V. Smith , 

Spe cial A ent of the 

United States Government . " 

Addres s , Meridian , Mississippi . 

As an additional means of disseminating this news among 

the Indians, I hav e secured the services of five com etent 

men who are thoroughly familiar wit h le adin fullblood Choc 

taws in this community , and have dispatched them to t he In

ter i or wi th instructions to explain to the identified full 

bloods t he benevo l ent nature of the government ' s offer , and 

that I am here for t he purpose of extending to the indi ent 

ones, on behalf of the Unit ed Stat s , such aid as may be 

necessary to assist them in gettin their Indian r ~hts . 

For thi s purpose , I estimate t he cost to the overnment 

of ~~50 0, 000 to August 14th . 

Unde r separ ate cover I report n ames and compensation of 

those whom I have employed to date . 

I am informed by the railroad companies that contr ctors 

so called have removed to t he Territory about e leven hundred 

Indians, both fu l l and mixed bl ood, and that they expe ct to 

move a t hou s and or more between now and fal l. 

I h ave inf ormation also that some twenty- fi ve or thirty 

Indians who had gone to the Territory in the sprin , nd early 

summer h ave returned and r eported to the r nei hbors that 
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there is a gr eat · sca.rc i ty of water in the Cho ctaw and Chi ck

asaw Nations, and advised them not to go . Th ese particular 

Indians it is r eported , were landed at or near Ar dmore and 

were prett y r oughly treated . 

It has o ccurred to me that it would be a good idea dur

i ng the sunme r months , to land t he Indians at Ti shomingo 

where there i s an abundant suppl y of good water . In Missi s

sippi these Indians are accustomed to good water and plenty 

of it, and , I understand , they enquire particularly as to 

this featur e when talkin among themselves and with whi t e 

people h e r e about going t o the Indian Te rritory . Should 

the Commiss ion wi sh to give any spe cifi c instruct on on thi s 

subject I shall be pleased to govern myself accordin ly ; 

otherwise arrangements wi ll be perfecte to land the Indi ns 

at such points in the Choctaw- Chickasaw country as may be 

found most f easible , expense , time and other condi t ons to 

be duly considered . 

My head quarters in Meridian will be at the Federal 

Building where I occupy the same quarter s heretofore used 

by the Commission . 

very respe ctfull y , 

H. Van V. Smith, 

Special A ent of the 

t If 
Unit ed States Gov ernmen • 

"Meri dian , Mi s si ssippi , Au s t 8 , 1903 . 

Commission to the Fiv e Civili zed Tribes , 

Musko gee , Indian Ter r i tory . 

Gentlemen: I have the honor t o acknowl edge r e ceiPt of the fol -
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lowing tele gram ot 

7, 1903, which was 

the Commissioner in Ch arge , dated Au us t 

.deliv ered l te yesterday afternoon : 

"N o report from you as to approximate number 

you expect to bring or date or pln ce of CA. arriva l . 

Commis sion s hould be advised as to this at once; 

should brought to ei ther 'l'ishomin 0 or Atoka . If 

not attended by too much expense i t would be bet

ter to l and them in Tishomingo . 11 

Followi n g is a copy of my r ep l y : 

"Telegram r e coived . From present ind cations 

expec t to move f our hundr ed next Wednesday . Specul tors 

ha ve caused cons i de r ab l e uncertainty amon Indians 

to Gov ernment ' s r eal purpose , which has delayed es 

timates of number to go , but I have now got matter 

well understood by fullbloods and applic tions f or 

s 

government assistance comin in fast . Ind ans general-

ly show preference for Choc taw Nat on . As service to 

Atoka wil l be qui cker and cheaper shall ship there 

unless ot her wise ordered . Final bi d of r ailro d com

panies will not be made until tomorrow or M~n ay . " 

Until yesterday , it was not po ssible to give an ntell -

gent estimate of the numb er of identified ful l blood Missis

sippi Choc taws likely to be mov ed at Gov ernment expense . 

Previous to that t i me applications f or assist nee we re 

very few . Most of the pos t off ices where the Indians re

ceive their mail ar e l ocated in the Interior , and v1i th 

few exceptions mail matter i s sent those offi ce s only two 



or three time s a week . On the othe r hand th s section s 

literally overrun with spe cu lat ors who , in endeavorin to 

secure contra cts wi th t he s e I ndians have made al l sorts 

of misrepresent a tions a s to the real purpose of the Gov

ernment in off er ing to aid i ndi gent and i dent i f i ed full

bloods to r emove t o and make se t t l ement i n the Ind an 

Territory . 

From lett ers re ceived direct fr om the fullblood I n

dians and the r eports from the fi ve clerk- interpreters i n 

the field I es t i mate there will be approxi mate l y f our hundred 

fullbloods to be remov ed to the Indian Te r r i t ory at Govern

ment expense on or before the 14t h instant . Thi s es t i mat e 

is based o f course upon the assumption that all those who 

will make a ppl i cation for assistance are f ound t o be , upon 

careful inv es tigation i n desti t ute circums tances . It i s un

questionabl y a fa ct , however that in additi on t o be i ng more 

or less i n debt gg per cen t of t hes e Indians have no t a 

dollar in t he worl d . There ar e now between sixty and 

seventy f ullbl oods he r e r eady to remove t o the Terri tor y 

and I do no t f ind one of them able to go without as sis t 

ance . Their household effects we r e brought t o Meri di an 

in one All things being equal I had f avored l nd-
wagon . 

ing the f irst movement of Indians at Tishomingo, as in-

dicated in my r eport of July 29 . Bu t I now under s t and 

from conve r sation wi th the I ndians that a ma jority of 
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the Missis s i ppi Choctaws prefer go1· ng to the Choct aw Na -

tion. Vf.hi l e I have not closed a contract wi th any r ail-

road, i f the rate finally agreed upon is the same to both 

point s movement to At oka would be quicker by five or six 

hours and attended by less expense in the matter of subsist

ence en rout e . 

Mr . Stringfe llow called on me this mornin and en

de avor ed to exac t a promise from me that I would move at 

l eas t one hundred and fifty of these Indians to Tishomingo 

s t ating that hi s company would be better able to guard the 

b est i nteres ts of the Indians than like conc erns in and 

around Atoka . I told him that it had not been decided 

t o what point in the Choctaw- Chickasaw country the Indians 

wou ld be moved; that under my instruc tions I must deal d -

rec t l y with the ·Indians and no t through agents or attorneys ; 

bu t that if he would wire his r equest to the Commission I 

would be guided by whatever instructions mi ght be sent me 

in the premises . I am satisfied Mr . Strongfe llow wi l l not 

make this r equest of the Commissi on . 

The railroads yesterday quoted f lat rate of ,11. 50 f or 

full tickets , one half for children between a es of fi ve and 

t we lve , and chi l dren under five free . I r efused to accept 

the r ate and r eferred the matter back fo r r econs i de ration , 

expeoia lly so as this rate has been in force for some months 

on movements of ten or more Indians , and I thought i t too 

high on a movement of several hundred . The railroads h ve 

promised to r e consider t he matter and advise me t oday or to-
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morrow. The Que en f~ Crescent and the .obile ~· Ohio , be in 

the initial lines have absolute cont 1 ro over the que stion 

of naming this rate and I have reason to believe there is 

concerted action on t heir part t o maintain the old tariff 

of ·,pll. 50. 

As soon as final rate is a reed upon I will wire the 

Commission namin~ t h e point of destination and the route over 

which the movement will be made . 

Very r espect f ully , 

H. Van V. Smith , 

Special Agent of the 

Unit ed States Government . " 

The desirabi lity of landing these Indians at one of the 

Allotment Offices of the Commission in the Choctaw and Chi ck-

asaw Nations i s apparent , and n view of the added expense 

incident to their transportation to Tishomingo , it has been 

deemed advis able to bring them to toka , suitable campi n 

facilities being available in t hat vicinity . Tents w ll 

be provided for the purpose of shelterin these Indians un

til such time as they can be placed upon their respective 

allotments. 

As will be inferred f rom t he reuorts of Special Agent 

Smith, the work of the Government is seriously hampered by 

the operations of a ents and cbmpanies whose objecr is to 

secure contra cts with identified Miss issippi Choctaws for 

their allottable interest of the l ands of the Ghoct a1 and 

Chickasaw Nations . Doubtless radical measure w 11 needs 

be adopted in order to frustrate the efforts of those spec-



ulators, and nec essary steps will be t aken by the Commis 

sion to pro tec t the interests of t he Indians . 

Reports wi ll be made to the Depar tment fr om t i me to 

time a s to the p r ogre ss of this work and the exi st ing con

ditions, pu rsuant t o the instructions cont ained in the 

Department ' s l etter above r efe r red t o . 

Ver y respectful ly , 

Through t he Commissioner 

of Ind i an Affai rs . 

(OIA: 52106-1903 . ) 

(Signed) T B Needle s 

Commissioner in Char e . 
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