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Sir, 

Department of War, 
Sept 

29t~ A~~a~, 1817. 

The additional duties which will be impo sed on you 

by the removal of the Indians to the ~estof the Mifs i f-

sippi, will make it necefsary to appoint an afsistant. You 
Saml Houston 

are therefore authorized to appoint Mf Bye~e, and to give 

him as a Compensation, in full, f or his services, one thous -

and dollars per annum and four rations per day. 

I have the honor to be, 

Return J. Meigs, 

Agent to the 

With great respect, 

Your ob~ Servant , 

Geo : Graham 

Cheroke e nati on --

(OIA: Cherokee. War Dept . Geo. Graham. 9/29, 1817.) 
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Sir 

City Washington 

th 9- October 1817 

I arn ved here on the 4th Instant in 12 days from 

Knoxville in good health. On Monday morning I waited on 

Mf Graham acting Secretary of war & he informed me that 

the President had appointed Mr Samuel Houston late an Of -

ficer in the Army Afsistant Agent in the Cherokee Agency -

that your recommendation had been received with as much 

respect as that of any Citizen unde r similar circumstances: 

but it has been adopted as a principle of the Departments 

to give the preference to disbanded Officers; other cir-

cumstances being equal. I have written to M~ Houston & 

Ltwo lines blurred and cannot be read/ your instructions. 

Notwithstanding the appointment of Mr Houston the Secretary 

approves of me commdtting the businefs to you in my Absence 

& authorises me to request of you to continue in Charge of 

the businefs at the Highwafsee Garrison & that you shall 

be intitled to the pay & emoluments contemplated as Afsist -

ant during the time of such charge. This is done to en

able Mr Houston to attend to other Concerns of the Agency 
receive 

also. I have authorized M~ Houston to Athe public money 

committed to you; or such parts of it as he & you may deem 

necefsary to effect the various concerns of the Agency 

untill my return. 

On my journey thro 1 Blountville I made a further modi-
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Mr Rockhold 
fication of the Boat contract by which he is to furnish 

threemore Keel Boats in lieu of 5 or 6. flat Boats to be 

lefsened of the number as stipulated at Highwafsee when you 

were present. I am sir respectfully 

your Ob~ Servant, 

Return J Meigs. 

M! w~ Smith. 

P.S. You will please to inform Mr Mccarty of all these ar-

rangements Lindecipherable/ RJM. 

(OIA: Cherokee. City of Washington . Col . R. J . Meigs. 10/9,1817. 
Letter stained and torn.) 
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Sir 

Executive office 

25 Nov 1817 

By Lieut Houston afsistant agent for the Cherokee In

dians, I haye been advised of the following Particulars, 

and with rauch pleasure hasten to cormmunicate. 

That a party of the Arkansaw & Cherokee Indians who , 

you have been advised, had for some time past determined 

to carry war into t he Ofsage nation, have effected their 

purpose with the most Brilliant auccefs Scalps, Prison -

ers, hors es, & Baggage are the Trophies of their victory, 

this event cannot fail to produce an encrease of est imation 

in the mind, of those who hitherto have taken but little 

interest in the Arkansaw Country. In consequence of this 

information which was brought, by a Cherokee runne r, Cher

okees near to us have had several war dances in which t h ere 

has been the Strongest demonstration of Joy. 

Lieut Houston further states that Maj Jolly an Arkansaw 

emigrant & Former chief of the Cherokee nation, with other 

indians, has informed him that a Mr Cornelious who pafsed 

thro the nation in October last, had taken many opportuni

ties of stating to the Cherokees that the commifsioners who 

held the Treaty in July last acted entirely without i~l 

authority from the President of the United States and there

fore the treaty would not ratify and further that if they 

received Rifles the would be old & Good for nothing , State-
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ments with many others equally destitut e of Foundation 
are said to have been 
wepe~propogated by Mr Cornelious prior to his leaving 

the nation but as the whole of the charges have been 

made by the Indians consequently no proof can be ob-

tained, I however deemed it my duty to Suggest these things 

to you, and promise to give you · a more detailed and ac

curate account so soon as I iff~~~ learn the particulars 

after my arrival in the Cherokee Country 

The Afsistant Agent also states that there are sun-

dry widows with Families who exprefs a wish to emigrate 

to the Arkansaw country, but insist on the Justice of their 

right to claim some small consideration in lieu of the 

Rifles given to the Indian men , who have no more rieht 

in the Soil say they than the women . I respectfUlly Sub-

mit whether Justice and sound Policy will not dictate the 

propriety of your ordering that they be furnished a Blanket, 

with some small presents such as you direct 

I feel no hefsitation in giving as my opinion that, a 

small sum di screetly managed under your instructions would 

very much Facilitate the removal of many Indians 

As the present mo~ent is every way auspicious, to the 

formation of fi rst imprefsions by which the subject is to 

receive a proper direction. It would be very desirable 

that the pleasure of the President (to whom please make 

this known) as well as your own should be ~~i~ received 

as early as practicable . 
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Your instructions under date sth inst h av e be en reed, 

and immediate measures will be taken for their execution -

With the highest and meet-pee~eet~~l± esteem 

your obdServant 

Jos. M~Minn 

Honl Geo Graham 

Secretary of War 

(OIA: Cherokee. War Dept. McMinn File. 1819. ) 
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Sir, 

Department of War, 

Novem~ 29~h 1817. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

two letters of the 13~h instant. I regret exceedingly 

that the gentleman whom Col~ Meigs l eft in charge of the 

agency should have abandoned his public duties in pursui t 

of his private businefs at a pe riod, when his services 

were so efsentially necefsary, and when every exertion 

of the agent was required, to prepare for and encourage 

the Indians to remove to the Arkansaw . 

The intention exprefsed by you to go into the Chero 

kee nation, for the purpose of removing the prejudices 

which have been excited by designing and interested peo 

ple, in relation to the treaty, evinces your zeal for the 

public good, and is highly gratifying to the President . 

Your presence among them will, no doubt, have a very happy 

effect; but I hope the necefsity of remaining any time 

with them, will be obviated by the presence of Lieu~ Hous 

ton, who , on the very warm r e co mmendation of Genf J ackson , 

has been appointed an afsistant agent, and whom, I presume, 

you will have met with, on your arrival at the agency . M~ 

Riley, and the rest of the delegation are yet here; they 

have been informed that the different treaties that have been 

made by the Cherokees, must be strictly adhered to, and 

carried into effect, that on other subject s , their co -
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plaints will be listened to, and that they will always be 

treated by the government with kindnefs and liberality. 

I have the honor to b e, 

With great respect, Sir , 

Your mo: Ob~ Servant, 

Geo: Graham 

P.S. Enclosedis a copy of Mr Meigs' instructions to L~ 

Houston, the afsistant agent. 

His ExcellY. 

Joseph MrMinn, 

Knoxville, 

Ten..nefs ee. 

(OIA: Chero kee. War Dept. McMinn File. 1819.) 
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Sir, 

Department of War , 

Decemr 2~ 1817. 

During the absence of Mr Meigs, you will on all ques

tions in relation to your duties as sub-agent to the Cher

okee nation, be governed by the instructions of his excel

lency Joseph M~Minn, aovernor of the state of Tennefsee. 

I have the honor to be , 

With great r espect , 

Your Obed~ Servant. 

L~ Samt Houston, 

Sub-agent for the 

Cherokee nation. 

Geo: Graham 

(OIA: Cherokee. War Dept. McMinn File. 1819 .) 
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Cherokee Agency 

29 Deer 1817 

Sir 

in consequence of indisposition I was compelled to 

request Mr Houston Sub agent to acknowledge the receipt 

of your Several favors of the 29 November 1st & 2nd 

inst. And for the very honorable trust confered, I beg 

leave to Tender my Sincere acknowledgements, with a 

promise that nothing within my Power shall be wanting 

to promote the best interest of my Country. 

I arrived at highwofsey Garrison on the 6th inst. 

on the sth I was notified that the Indians exprefsed a 

wish to hold a Talk with me on the 1oth at that place 

a copy of which is herewith enclosed, in whi ch it will 

be discovered I was fortunate enough to anticipate in 

some degree the views of the President. After receiv-

ing the reply of the indians, I invited them to take a 

view of the public stores, when Sundry of the Boxes and 

Tierce's were opened by Mr Houston and my self and the 

articles Stipulated to be given t o the Arkansaw emigrants 

were for the first time brot in Public view. The very 

Superior quality of which occasioned universal demonstra

tions of Satisfaction. I then recommended a meeting at 

the ·agency on the 19th and requested those present to give 

general notice, that Rifles, Blankets, &c would be issued 

tosuch as would enroll for emigration. And as tho favored 
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by the Supreme I rec~ your instructions heretofore re

ferred to on the 16th Which were so perfectly adapted to 

Suit the occasion as to dispell every appearance of op

position. Altho two very formidable attempts or rather 

plans had bem laid to defeat the object. The firs t was 

that the Cherokee li ght horse should wrest the property 

from the emigrants under the pretext of satisfying old debts, 

so soon as the project was communicated I issued an order 

forbiding all such attempts, and declaring t hat I would 

view such conduct as in open hostility against the u. 

States, and would treat its perpetraters with such mili-

tary punishment as t h e nature of the offence demanded . 

Mr Houston carried this order into effect wi t h a 

promptitude, and fir.mnefs, not lefs characteristic of his 

integrity than Zeal for hi s country, by arresting the 

first offender, who returned the property without a me
hesitation 

ments ~¢fi~iiii¢~. The Course taken on this occasion 

had the signal effect of dispersing this band of legal 

Robbers to whom I gave per.mifsion to make those old debts 

out of Such property as the emigrants had at the time they 

were contracted. In the secondf place they had determined 
or his friendly di .s~osition 

to deprive me of the u. States interpreter~by t~~~tiii 

Not only threatening his removal from office but his life 
Scheme 

also; to put that e95eetieB to rest, I stated to the council 

and all present that if he the interpret~r was otherwise 
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than friendly disposed toward our exchange of Lands, I 

would view it as one of the best reasons for his removal, 

and that I would afsuredly execute it under your instruc-

tions without delay 

Such parts of the instructions as I deemed expedient 

and the Sentiments exprefsed by the President on the sub

ject of Indian affairs as contained in his mefsage were 

frequently read and explaimd, i~¢ with the most astonish-

ing good effect. And in conclusion on this to pic I have 

the pleasure to say that the opposition in this quarter 

has entirely given place to a perfect state of tranquility 

and general repose 
four 

EightyAStand of Arms and the requisite supply of 

Bl~ets &C have been Issued, t he Boats are ready, Provisions 

furnished and nothing retards the movement of the little 

fleet, but a desire exprefsed by some of the emigr ant 

chiefs to accompany Ge~eral Toulertusky to Knoxville to 
whom 
wRiea I have given permifsion, I hav e deened it discreet 

to witbbld their Suppli esof Provisions and amunition un-

till the moment of their depature, the receipt for former 

will exhibit the precise number of souls that emigrate, 

of which you shall be advised in due time 

A delegation of Six chiefs have been designated ith 
leader 

Genf Toulortusky their ~~~~. I have directed Mr Houston 

to leave here on the 2nd January next with the delegation 

for Knoxville, where they will necefsarily be detained for 

13 



a few days in getting equipt for the Journey, tho I rum de -

termined a moment shall not be lost improperly in sending 

them on, - I also will be at Knoxville my self, and ap
Government 

prehend the delegation with you will be waiting on expence 

until l the arrival of the Arkansaw delegation . 
attendance 

My ii~ii~ii at Knoxville is rendered necefsary first 
as an outfit for the chiefs 

to procure ii~i funds of which the agency was neardestitute 

on my arrival, and secondly to Arrange my official businefs 
after which I 

if any, i~~ return to this place immediately on the depart-

ure of the arkansaw chiefs, whose wants and Love for the 
made a part of/ letter 

Goverment is ~ liable shall for . my next~ which I will do my 

self the Honor to w~rite previous to my leaving Knoxv~lle 

for the Cherokee agency--

Honl 

Secy of War 

your obt Hul svt 

c Jas. M. Minn 

(OIA: Cherokee. War Dept. McMinn File. 1819.) 
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Knoxville 1oth January 1818. 

Sir, 

In my letter of the 29th Ult . I stated my intention 

of attending at this place with a view to expedite as far 

as pofsible the setting out of the Arkansaw delegation 

to this City. And had the unexpected pleasure of meeting 

Col. Meigs and the delegation who had been with you , thus 

far on their way home. The me eting between the two par

ties was of the most friendly character except as to Riley 

who appeared rather distant, tho upon the whole I canno t 

but conceive it as highly ominous of a universal restora

tion of that peace and harmony which has been absent for 

some years. 

I took occasion to state the course whi ch I had pur

sued under instruction given by Mr Graham Acting Secretary 

of War, and that it resulted in dispelling the Jealousies 

and threats which had been thrown out against the Arkansaw 

emigrants which must never be revised again, and stated 

that the Treaty was not ratified, and that so far as I was 

concerned, I should view every infraction as an act of 

hostility against the United States whether committed by 

red or white people . I have recommended to Col . Meigs to 

take a firm and decided Stand, as on the return of the 

Chiefs, the oppositionists who have remained at home 

would expect to regain that strength which they so resent 

ly lost, and if in that they are disappointed (as I feel 



confident they will) there will not remain a single obsticle 

in the way in effecting the long looked for and much de

sired object of the Government. 

It now becomes my duty to advise you of the course I 

pursued in relation to relieving their wants and placing 

them in such situation as to render their journey as comfort

able as the inclement Season and other circumstances would 

admit. And therefore stated to the Chiefs in council at 

the Agency that the horses , Saddles and cloathing, which 

they would require, must be paid for out of the Annuity 

which would become due t o the Arkansaw Tribe next summer, 

that their expences going to, and returning from the City 

as well as that which would be incured there, would be paid 

by the United States; to whi ch proposition they unanimous-

ly agreed, a copy of which agreement will be forwarded in 

my next. As I formed this arrangement without any know

ledge of what might be the course pursued 1n similar cases, 

I will ask the indulgence of entertaining a hope that it 

will meet the approbation of the President of the United 

States an~ your s elf who alone are compe tant to say whe t her 

the expences charged to the Arkansaw tribe shall be deducted 

out of their Annuity, or remain charged to the United States 

as in fact they now exist, which circumstance took tts rise 

from a mutual consultation between Col. Meigs and myself, 

first on the subject of their naked and destitute condi

tion, a part of whom had been in the Osage War , and after-
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wards worn down by traveling, by ·~iming and floating on 

rafts through the swamps of the Mississippi wh ch was un

usually high for the season, and secondly from a fruitlefs 

attempt which I had made prior to the arival of Col. Meigs 

to purchase the Cloathing &C upon the credit of the Arkan

saw Chiefs 

This circumstance Col Meigs and myself concluded, 

that the public interest would be promoted by his drawing 

on the War department for t wo thousand dollars , for which 

draft I obtained the money from the Firm of Campbell and 

Fryar, who will present the draft /tornpaper/ expected to 

cover nearly the whole expenditure to be charged to their 

Annuity, and including their expences - To be more correct 

I will forward accounts and rec!pts, for the for the expen

ditures as much in detail as pDacticable by Lieutenant 

Houston who is charged with the funds to defray the expences. 

He will conduct the Delegation to you , and remain at the 

City until their return, unlefs otherwise directed b y you -

Col Meigs and myself united in opinion respecting M! Houston 

conducting the Chiefs by whose vigi lance and addrefs they 

will be much profited as some of them are old and infirm 

and a greater part unacquainted with traveling among the 

whites 

they are naturly Slow in their movements and require 

to be Stimulated if they perform ot of ordinary industry, 

conceiving that it may not be wholy uninteresting to give 

17 



you a brief outline of the character, and the part those 

chiefs have taken in profecuting the plan proposed to them 

by President Jefferson, I will take the liberty, of Stating, 

first that General Toulintusky is the first Cherokee chief 

who dared to avow his friend.ship for an exchange of lands, 

as proposed to the Cherokees - notwithstanding the dangers 

and hardship incident to such an enterprise and add to that 

the threatened vengance of his country men he neverthelefs 

took with him in the year 1809 about Seventy Warriors and 

in all about three hundred souls , I have this moment asked 

him how it happened that he signalized himself so hi~~ly 

on this occation when his views were at opposite po~nts 
had 

with wishes of his own people . His reply he visited Mt 

Jefferson with Doublehead and others in 1806 where he be-

came fully satisfied with the Justice and Generosity of 
n 

the Gove~ent of the united States, and determined never 

to withdraw his hand from his Father the President - that 

he is now going on to tell him of his resolution and of the 

progrefs he has made in Settle a country where grume abounds, 

and where corn grow very large, and to give his father af-

surancies that although he is removed very far from him 

he wil l not listen to talks, but remain his constant fri end, 

and I hazzard nothing in Saying that he is considered in 

the light of a King amongst his own people . -

Too chi ler has occupied the second rank in the Chero-

kee nation for some years, and is the only Surviving chief 

1 8 



of those who made the application to M~ Jefferson for per

mifsion to explore the Country West of Mifsissippi by 

which happy means the emigrants will pofsefs a country 

every way adopted to Supply their comforts and thei r Wants , 

while the united States will acquire a Country combining 

the most efsential advantages. 

The Glafs has always held a very high and distinguished 

rank in his nation He has been more celebrated for his 

upright deportment than he has perhaps for his valor in 

War, this is however is a traight whi ch we cannot but admire 

instead of pafsing a vote of censure. --

Capt Spiers headed a company of natives through the 

Creek war under General Jackson, where he received a very 

dangerous wound of which he has nearly recovered, he has 

lately been chosen one of the Arkansaw chiefs and is a 

zealous friend to an exchange of lands, and has very much 

the confidenceof his people. --

Capt. M.Lrumore also commanded ~ Company of natives 

in the creek War , and I am told acquited himself with 

great credit, he led a company of Cherokees aginst the 

Osage Indians fram whence he has just returned - he is an 

active and influencial chief and in point of Zeal for emi

grating West of the Mifsifsippi he perhaps Stands at least 

equal to those whose names preceded his. --

I have the honor to be 

Hon Sec of War --

very respectfUlly 

Your obt Serv~ 

Jos MCMinn 

(OIA: Cherokee. War Dept. McMinn File. 1819.) 
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Knoxville 

12th April 1818 

Sir 

Your esteemed favour of the 16th Ultimo reached me 

on the 1oth Ins~ and also your three several favours of the 

19th 26th & 31 January in which I have the pleasure to 

find your approval of the measures adopted in relation 

to the removal of the Cherokees the rec ei pt of which would 

have been acknowledged some time since had I not anticipated 

the satisfaction of hearing from you though in fact they 

have Yery recently come to hand, having been mifsent to 

Nashville by the P. Master at Kingston . -- The Arkansaw 

delegation left here this morning for their r espective homes 

all in good health and highly gratified with the reception 

and subsequent treatment received from the President and 

yourself during their stay in the city -- I st ated in a 

talk I held with them previou s to their departure that 

you requested their attendance at the National meeting 

to which they cheerfully agreed, but stated that they had 

your appropation to afsemble the Indians in the Southwest

ern parts of the Nation at Wills Town, to which I willing 

ly gave my afsent and as a measure of economy stipulated 

to give them thirty dollars to purchase beef or pork and 

one bushel of salt as full consideration f or the whole 

expense which w 11 accrue to the United States in conse

quence of that meeting. -- The meeting ~ill be held on 

the 6th May at which time if health permit I will attend 

2 0 



and aid the chi efs in explaining the views of the Govern

ment and also notify the Indians of the contemplated me et

ing at the agency agreeably to the plan I had the honor to 

propose to you. I have fixed on the 2oth May for the last 

mentioned meeting whi ch wil l afford time for viewing the • 

public stores and for rumple discufsion of the Treaty and 

the presidents speech; ( which latter meets my cordial ap

probation-) and enable them in the mean time to return home 

prior to the first day of June as on that day I presume the 

commifsioners will commence taking the census, when I hope 

to have their minds prepared to answer affirmative·ly as to 

their removal or otherwise take reservations --From the time 

fixed for meeting you will easily perceive my object is to 

have their minds stored with fresh information which cannot 

be eradicated until they seal their election either in fa-

vour of emigrating or taking reservations agreeably to 

treaty. 

I will leave here tomorrow on my way to the Cherokee 

agency and on the rout I hope to have it in my power to en

ter into a contract for the delivery of corn to the Arkansaw 

people; to aid me in which I have detained :rvtr' Houston, and 

while at the agency I will endeavour to ascertain the fact 

asked for in relation to Glafs's Island.--

I have the Honor to be with very sincere esteem 

your obt Hl 3ervt 

Hon J C Calhoun 

Sec of War 

Jos M1 Minn 

(OIA: Cherokees. War Dept. McMinn File. 1819.) 
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Sir 

Executive department Tennefsee 

Knoxville 15 July 1818 

The enclosed abstracts marked A & B will exhibit the 

Grofs amount of expenses incurred in relation to the Ark

ansaw delegation frpm the 15th Dec~ up to the 16 Jan¥ in

clusive in furnishing horses, saddles, bridles, blankets 

clothing & tavern expenses with the additional sum of $650 

pai Lieutenant Houston to defray the expenses of said del

egation to Washington City including his own - The exhibit 

marked A contains the total amount chargeable to the Ark

ansaw annuities, & exhibit marked B contains the sum total 

char geable to the United States 

I have used all economy, and every personal exertion 

in obtaining their supplies on the most reasonable terms 

the place could afford and hope it will meet your approba

tion I have instructed Lieu~ Houston to report himself & 

delegation to you on his first arrival in the City and to 

render an account of all expenses which he may have in-

curred in conducting the delegation and such sum of money 

as he may have on hand at his arrival . - -- Capt . Thompson, 

an Arkansaw chief arrived here on the 12th Ins~ in company 

with Col Brown who I have permitted to be added to the del

egation, though not without exprefsing my great unwilling

nefs to increase the expenditures. The delegation urged 

as arguments in his favour that he had for more than t wenty 
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years advocated the propriety of the Cherokees removing to 

the West of the Mifsifsippi; that he was and perhaps is 

the most perfect interpreter the Nation ever produced and 

that he pofsefsed a greater portion of their confidence 

in that respect, than Capt. Rogers their pres ent Interpret

er; and finally that he was the relative of Col Brov;n and 

had been invited to become a member of the delegation by 

Toulantusky whe n on h is way from home to this place . All 

these things therefore considered I could not perceive how 

he could receive orders to return home (upwards of t wo hun

dred miles) without feeling his mind at least deprefsed 

if not soured \d th the Government and its views . - and I 

pledge my honor this alone determined my mind in favour 

of his becoming a member of the delegation --

The delegation wi ll present you with a paper which 

amongst other things will exhibit the manner in which they 

stand bound for the payment of horses, clothing &C. This 

resolution has some considerable inducements in obtaining 

my own consent f'or writing the instrument referred to: The 

propositions however contained in it with many more had 

been urged fre quently with a view to obtain my opinion 

which I always eluded, and referred them to their father 

the President-- I at length determined on committing some 

of their requests to paper and in conclusion to pres ent 

to their view the necefsity and propriety of their coming 

under suitable obligation to the United States, to whi ch 

2 3 



they very willingly consented and each gave me his hand 

in token of their attachment to the General Government . 

I rum this moment in receipt of your much esteemed 

favour of the 29th Ult, accompanied with the abstract in

voice of goods which had been consigned to Col Meigs --

I will leave this place for the Cherokee Agency on the 18th 

inst: and will avail myself of your liberal instructions 

in t he best pofsible manner I can devise to promote the 

object in view of the result of which I will keep you ad

vised --

. I enclose you a schedule or plan which I adopted for 

making the requested entries of names &C for your inspec

tion If in your opinion it requires any amendment will 

thank you to suggest it, to the end that it may be made. 

Hon: Sec: of War . --

Very Respectfully 

Jos M1 Minn 
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Sir , 

Department of War 

16 March 1818 . 

This day the Arkansaw delegation propose to leave 

Washington on their return . I brust that the reception 

which they have met with will be found calculated _to have 

a most favorable effect on the great object which the Gov

ernment has in view; that of moving the Cherokee nat ion to 

the est· of the Mifsifsippi , which in its probable effects 

will lead ultimately to the removal of the Cherokees, Ch ick-

esaws,, and Choctaws . 

all of their wishes . 

The delegation has b een gratified in 

By the Presidents s peech a Copy of 

which will be presented to you by M! Houston , you will see 

that he has exprefsed the kindest wishes towards the emigrants, 

and has determined to extend 1D them a supply of corn to 

prevent any distrefs by so many emegrating at once . He 
leaves the distribution of Rifles to your discretion . He 

has promised Col . Glafs his Island in the Tennefsee River, 

which is repres ented to be very inconsiderable in size, 

say 18 or 20 Acres . It is the desire of the Presi dent 

that you should obtain such information as may be in your 

.power as to its position, extent and value , and report it 

to this department . 

By t he direction of the President very considerable 

presents were distributed to the delegation . To Toukee

louskey One thousand dollars, and to each of the others 



five hundred dollars . This will no doubt have important 

effects in aiding the operations now going on; In fact I 

trust that your Excellency will see in all that has been 

done the zeal with which this department under the direc

tion of the President has entered into the execution of 

the late treaty which contain stipulations so important 

to Tennefsee and the rest of the Union . 

A few days since I received your Excellencys two let

ters of the 12~h & 13~h of last month; and I am much grat

ified to see with what spirit the emegration has commenced. 

The necefsity of supplying the emigrants with food you will 

see by the Presidents speech, has been anticipated. The 
are 

amount to be supplied and the modepleft to your judgment as 

the President feels the greatest confidence in your zeal 

and discretion. It is pofsible that the advance in corn 

or corn meal mi ght in many instances be made a set off 

against the charge for improvements which are to be ascer

tained under the treaty; if any arrangements can be made 

of that kind without giving offence it would be desireable, 

as it will cause the appropriation to be made by Congrefs 

to go much farther . Congrefs will be asked to appropriate 

dollars and it is the wish of the President 

you should have the whole under your discretion, and that 

you give it such a direction as you may judge most advisa-

ble . Your Excellency will as soon as the appropriation 

is made be nitified of the amount and vested with full 
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powers to make any arrangements that you may judge best 

to effect the object in view. 

The meeting of the Cherokees accordin to your sug

gestion is thought to be important, and M~ Meigs will be 

instructed to call them together at such time as you may 

deem best. It is important that the Arkansaw delegation 

should be present. The addrefs of the President to the 

delegation of which a number of Copies have been printed 

will evince to the nation when afsembled the wishes and 

intention of the President . 

The two questions which your Excel l ency proposes 

in your letter of the 13th have both been considered and 

and I entirely concur with you in respect to both. 

The Cherokee who may take a reservation, an d s hould 

afterwards surrender it, will have a Common ri ght with 

his brethern on the Arkansaw, The reservation of 640 Ac r es 

will be in full compensation of all his claims and the United 

States will not be bound to pay him for the remainder, or 

permit him to claim it as his right . 

The President will nominate to the Senate John Brown, 

and William Young to take the census of the Cherokees. 

M! Gillispie will be appointed to appraise the im-

provements. 

I send a copy of the treaty and a copy of a claim of 

Col- Bro'm in relation to which you will favor this de

partment with your opinion. 
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You will continue to draw on this department for such 

expenditures as your measures may require. 

I have the honor to be 

Gov. Joseph M~Minn 

Knoxville Tens~~ 

Your Excellencys Obed~ 

Servant 

J. C. Calhoun 

(OIA: Cherokees. War Dept. McMinn File . 1819.) 
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Know all men by these presents that I William G Byrd 

of the County of Cape Geridieu and Mifsouri Territory do 

authorize constitute and appoint and have authorized, oon-

stituted and appointed Gillespie & Houston of the County 

of Blount and State of Tennefsee to be my true and lawful 

attorney and in my name to ask demand and receive all monies 

due to me for one thousand Bushels of corn delivered at the 

Arkansas Old Post on a contract made with Govr Jofeph McMinn 

and receipted for which receipt will be presented with this 

power and the Sg Gillespie and Houston are to sign receipts 

and certificates the same as and to act in every thing ap-

pertaining thereto the same as though I was personally pres 
th ent myself Given under my hand and seal this 29-- day of 

July 1818 

W~ G,, Byrd (Seal) 

Mesouri territory ) - ) 
Cape girardeau County) personally appeared Before me James 

Prufsell a Justice of the peace in and for the County aforB-

said William G Byrd and acknowledges the above letter of at-

torney to be his act and Deed given for the exprefs purposes 

therein mentioned given Under my hand this 29th day of July 

1818 James Prufsell J" P 

(OIA: Cherokee, Cape Girardeau. Wm.G.Byrd. July 29, 1818.) 



Return J Meigs Esqt 

Cherokee Agent 

Sir 

F~fth Auditors Office 

Sept!: 12~hl818 

In your estimate of expenses for the Ch.erokee Agency 

for the quarter ending on the 1 9 t of July last, you insert 

the salary of a clerk at the rate of 500 p~ An; and also 

1~ months salary to Mr Houston, the sub Agent, at the rate 

of a thousand dollars pf an, Mr Houston is entitled to 

a salary at that rate, until the 20~h of April , but no 

longer, the law having fixed it , after that period at $500 

pf An: -- You will so regulate the salaries in your payments 

to him. 

The charge for a clerk cannot be allowed and you will 

discontinue the employment of one at the publick charge. 

I have the honor to remain 

Your Ob~ sv~ 

Stephen Pleasanton 

(OIA: Cherokee, Washington City. Stephen Pleasanton. 
Sept. 12, 1818. Col. R. J. Meigs .) 
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Whereas, an order has been published by the Agent, 

of the Cherokee Nation, requesting all white men who re-

side in the Nation without the consent of the Chiefs of 

the said Nation, to comply with certain rules, and regula-

tions set forth in said order: Now, be it lmov.rn by these 

presents: that General Samuel Houston late of the State of 

Tennefsee, has been residing in the nation for sometime 

past, and has manifested a disposition to remain with us: 

In consideration of his former acquaintance with, and serv-

ices rendered to the Indi~s, and his present disposition 

to improve their condition and benefit, their circumstances 

and our confidence, in his integrity and talents, if he 

should remain among us: We do as a Committee, appointed 

by order of the principal Chief John Jolly, Solemnly, firm-

ly, and irrevocably, grant to him forever, all the rights, 

privileges, and immunities, of a Citizen of the Cherokee 

Nation, and so as fully impower him with all the rights, 

and liberties, as tho' he was a native Cherokee, while at 

the same time the said Houston, will be required to yield 

obedience to all laws, and regulations, made for the Gov-

ernment, of the native Citizens of the Cherokee Nation--

In witnefs whereof, we have th~s day set our hands, 

this 21~t day of October, 1829. --

his 
Walterx Webber Prest. Commt: 

mark 
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his 

Cherokee Nation 
Aron x Price, Vice President . 

mark 

Illinois 

\ 

John Brown Clk 

Nationl Comtt; 

his 
Approved John x Jolly Principal Chief. 

mark 

I Certify that this is a correct 

Copy of the original certificate 

now in the hands of General Samuel 

Houston 

(Si gned) Samuel D. Wheat . 

A true Copy. 

D. s. Miles . 

Hs Adjutant 

7 In 

(OIA: 1830. Cherokees West . Gen. M. Arbuckle. Gen. Srum. 
Houston.) 
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OK 11: a;:, UlliCAL SOCIETY 
L I BRARY 

Dwight 21 Feb . 1830 . 

Tho~ L. M~Kenney Esq. 

Washington City 

Sir, 

I have r esided in the country belonging to the western 

Cherokee nation for near y ten years . I am connected with a 

mifsionary e s t ablishment. My employment & the length o~ time 

dur ing Which I have resided in the Indian country have afforded 
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me no i ncons i derable acquaintance with the condition & prospects 

of these peopl e. They are as susceptible o~ improvement as any 

ot her people , & need only to be furnished with the means & facil-

ities, & t o have the obstacles & hindrances removed to render 

t hem civilized , prosperous & happy . Thus they would form a 

respectable & useful part of the American population. 

From my first acquaintance with Indians I have considered 

their connexion with the white population on their borders, as 

t he circumstance most unfavorable to their improv ement . Exper

ience has only confirmed this opinion . The greatest evil aris -

1ng f r om this connexion is the facility thus produced for the 

introduct ion of intoxicating liquors among the Indians . I 

have hence f elt f avorably towards that policy of the govern

ment which propo ses the removal of the Indians beyond the 11m

its of t he St a t es & Territories of the Union . For this reason 

I rejoic ed i n the l ate Compact with the Cherokees , by which 

they were remo?ed we s t of the Terri tory of Arkansas . Nothing 

since my resi dence among them, has so much retard d their im

provement, & nothing ha s so frequently l ed t o murder & every . . 
: 



description of crime, a s the vending of a~dent s pi rits among 

them. While they resided in the Territory it was very difficult 

to prevent white men, who a r e devoid of principle, from bringing 

this des t ructive article into the I ndian country & dif fusing it 

extensively. When t he I nd i ans should be removed I hoped this 

evil would in a great measure , if not wholly cease . But, Sir, 

I have b eeu disappointed . The evil is not diminished in the 

least. Indeed it i s greatly i ncreased . Boats pafs into the 

Indian countr y & sel l this pernicious article in great quanti

ties, & merchants es tablished near the line engage in this con

traband traffic to a great extent . Within ten days no lefs 

t han five adult Indians have died in consequence of the intem-
. 

perate use of whiskey . Our own little community has been, for 

the l ast week constantly disturbed , day & night, by the revels 

& noi s e of drunken I ndians . One of these drunkards has just 

frac t ured a leg. To put a stop to this revelr-y & noise, I have 

thi s day purchased & poured on the ground , all the whiskey they 

have remaining . The barrel which contained it is now in my pof 

sefsion. On i t i s st i ll legible the brand of the merchants 

who sold it t o the Indians . They are licensed traders , established 

near the Cherokee l lne . They have made an a t t empt t o efface their 

brand, but it can sti ll be seen . The Indian who purchased i t , 

states openly, a s do several others , of whom it was procured . 

I decline giving the name of the house, as I do not choos e to 

act as an informer i n s uch a case . I t would subject me to the 

enmity of the merchants in quest ion & operate to my prejudice 

as a missionary. Thes e merchant s are not alone i n thi s ruin

ous traffic. Nearly every one engaged in the Indian trade is 

guilty. I would not have you regard this communi cation as 



either a direct or indfrect censure of the U. s . Agent . I be

lieve him to be sincerely friendly to the Indians, & as afsid

uous to prevent the sale of spirits & all contraband trade with 

the Indians as his circumstances will allow & as much so as any 

other man could be. It appears to me that the evil cannot be 

wholly supprefsed without some modification in the la s regu

lating intercourse with the Indians. Allow me, Sir , to sug-

gest the expediency of locating at Fort Smith an approved & 

faithful man with the authority of a Borading Officer, whose 

duty it should be to board all boats & other vehicles going in-

to the Indian country & to remove from them every gallon of in

toxicating liquors, or else should be authorized to prevent 

their proceeding . into the Indian country. This course would 

prevent white men from carrying this pernicious article among 

the Indians. To prevent the Indians from going into the white 

settlements to furnish themselves with the article I would further 

suggest the expediency of declaring by law that the testimony of 

Indians, given under oath, should be valid to convict a white 

man who should be guilty of vending spirits to an Indian. Un

lefs something equivalent to these suggestions can be done it 

is vain to hope that the evil will, to any great extent , be 

prevented. 

The man who sells spirits to Indians has reason to ex

pact that every gallon he thus introduces among them, will be 

the cause of much suffering, cruelty & crime, & most probably 

of murder itself; & yet there are persons enough on the borders 

of every Indian country who are not only base enough to sell it 

among them by barrels, but to resort to every subterfuge, not 
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excepting the foul est perjury , to evade the laws , that they 

may make ga i n of the pr operty , the health, the limbs & even 

the l i ves of the poor Indi ans . The man who will sell spirits 

to the Indians , would .not hesitate to commit murder for the s~ke 

or gain, i f he t hought he might escape detection . Certainly our 

laws ought to be so framed as effectually to restrain the cupid

ity of such men . Since I commenced this letter one of t he sub

ordinat e chiefs of this tribe , & a very valuable man, was most 

inhumanly murdered by one of his neighbors . He as peaceably 

employed in his daily labor, when his neighbor, in a fit of in

toxication fractured his scull . The whiskey which excited this 

murder, was brought into the neighborhood by a white citizen 

of t he U. States . By your several visits to the Indian tribes, 

you have acquired a knowledge of the extensive mischief & ruin 

produced among our aborigines, by ardent spirits. If there 

were no remedy for this evil, the wise & good might deplor e 

it in silent inactivity; but there is a remedy . The United 

Stat es can· & they ought promptly to put into requisition the 

means for the utter abolition of the wicked trafic in wiskey 

among t he Indians . No white man ought to obtain a license to 

trade wi th I ndians, who is not put upon oath that he will 

neithe r sell nor give to an Indian a single glass of spir-

its; & in addition , a most scrutinizing search ought to be 

made of his Boat, Waggon , or other vehicle, that there could 

remain no pofs ibility of his introducing the article among 

Indians. Every Ind i an trader & every merchant on their bor

ders ought to know that he is liabl e to conviction for the 

breach of thi s law upon Indi an t es t i mony, & when convicted, 

that be will be punisp ed with the utmost vi gor of the l aw. 
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I f no ef f ectual restraits are to be enforced upon those 

who are engaged in trade with the Indians of the States & Ter

ri t or i es, it wil l not only lead to the speedy ruin of the In

dians who are now here , but i t will powerfully operate to pre

vent the emigration of others to this country . I know not how 

it is wi th the Creeks, but the Eastern Cherokees, the Chocktaws 

& Chiokas aws , when they know to· what extent this ruinous trafic 

i s carried on here, & that nothing , or next to nothing , is done 

to r es t r ain it , will feel it, & will justly feel it a strong 

argument against .their emigration to this country. It is a 

fact Sir, whi ch cannot be disguised that while the Eastern 

Cher okees have been increasing, these have been decreasing in 

number . This climate is as salubrious, & this soil is as fer-

tile a s that where their brethren reside . There has been no 

pestilenc e , no raging epidemic here . The decrease is wholly 

owing to the free intt•oduction among them of spirituous 
. 

liquors . Sir, I beg you will reflect deeply on this subject, 

& use your i nfl uence to have something & something effectual 

done t o s ave the Indians from this ruin, & our own citizens from 

the gui l t of thus destroying them . 

I have the honor to be, 

Your ob~ Serv~ 

C. ashburn . 

( OIA: 1830 . Cherokees West . Rev. Cyrus Washburn . Progress 
of civili zation . ) 
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Wigwam 21~~ July 1830 

Col Arbuckle. 

Sir. 

I have the honor to inform you of the arrival of 

my Boat at the Verdigris in the Cherokee Nation on yester

day with an afsortment of goods which I will proceed to 

open and make sales of so soon as convenient. 

I have thought it proper to report to you f or the 

reason that I do not wish to be molested by either mis 

apprehension or design . You are the only public officer 

in this country to whom I will or could report . There is 

no Agent of the Cherokees in the Nation at this time (Capt . 

Vashon not having arrived) or I would with great pleasure 

report to h im and if necefsary obtain from him a License 

to trade and as there is no one else authorised to grant 

a License I now report to you and will await the arnval 

of Capt Vashon . 

My situation is peculiar and for that reason I will 

take pains to obviate any difficulty arising from a sup

posed violation of the intercourse laws . I rum a Citizen 

of the Cherokee Nation and as such I do contend that the 

intercourse laws have no other bearing upon me or my cir

c~tances than they would have upon any native born Chero 

kee; as I exercise all the rights which any one is enabled 

to do. 

The certificate of my adoption and the evidence of my 

citizenship I have the honor of enclosing to you . I ordered 

3 3 



to this point for my own use and the convenienc e of my 

establishment five barrels of whiskey (four of Monongahela 

& one of corn) one barrel of Cogniac brandy, one of gin , 

one of Rum and one of wine intended for stores and for the 

accommodation of the officers of the Government and such 

persons as are duly authorized to purchase the same. The 

whiskey excepting one barrel will be stored with the sutler 

Genl. Jno. Nicks subject t o your orders or the orders of the 

Government and not to be used or broached without your 

knowledge and consent - nor shall one drop of whiskey be 

sold at my establishment t o either Soldier or Indian with 

out the orders of the commanding officer or the agents of 

t he respective tribes. 

In making this rule I have a threefold motive first 

I entertain too much resp ect Sor the wishes of the Govern

ment - second - too much friendship for the Indians and 

third too much respect for myself to make a traffic of the 

baneful curse. 

Should you r equire bonds for the performance of the 

pledges given I am prepared to execute them with security 

as solvent as any in this country. 

So soon as my establishment is opened I will request 

of you that you will (if you please) direct an officer or 

officers to examine and see that there is a perfect agreement 

between my report and the stores on hand. I h ve not my 

invoices at hand at the moment but believe my report is 



correct. Should it not be so it shall be corrected the 

moment I can detect any error which it may contain. 

To 

Col M. Arbuckle 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obed~ Serv~ 

Sign~ Sruml. Houston 

Comd~ Cant~ Gibson 

Neosho. 

A True copy. 

D. s . Miles . 

Adjutant 

7' Inf. 

(OIA: 1830. Cherokees West . Col . M. Arbuckle. Gen . Sam 
Houston.) 
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Head Qua~ters 7~~ Inf 

Cantonment Gibson 

23~1 July 1830. 

To the Honb! 

The Secty. of War . 

Sir. 

I have the honor herewith to Transmit a Duplicate of 

a Letter addrefsed to me by Gsnl. Sam~ Houston under date 

of the 21~~ Inst. also a copy of a Certificate of his adop

tion in the Cherokee Nation . 

Genl . Houston advised me before the arrival of his 

Goods (at t he Creek Agency) that he was a Cherokee citizen, 

and did not regard himself under any obligations to the 

Government of the United States, except in that character . 

I afsured the Genl . it was not my opinion that his being 

adopted a Citizen of the Cherokee Nation absolved him from 

his allegiance to the United States, and that I would there 

fore cause his goods to be seized unlefs he would give me 

a pledge that he would apply for a License to Trade w~~a 

with the Cherokees , as soon as their Agent should arrive, 

he has made th:ts pledge , yet it is obvious that he expects 

his right to Trade (as a Cherokee) will be admitted . Should 

this principal maintain, I judge that those authorized to 

grant Licenses to Trade with Indians will thereafter be 

greatly relieved from that trouble. Yet I am not of the 

opinion that such change would be well calculated to se-
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cure good order, or propriety of conduct by the Traders . 

Genl. Houston is very desirous of enjoying the privi

leges of a Cherokee citizen, and being rather impatient 

of restraint has on some occasions made remarks with re

gard to his intentions (in the event of his wishes in this 

particular not being gratified) which might be regarded 

exceptionable, these remarks I have considered only as the 

result of momentary excitement, and would not have refered 

to them, had the Genl. been free from a News - paper contro

versy whicl1 pofsibly may bring all he has said or done in 

this country (to which exception could be taken) before the 

public. 

The Boat which brought up the goods of Genl . Houston 

arrived here yesterday with the Ardent Spirits to which he 

refers, this is deposited with Genl . Nicks where it will 

be kept until the arrival of the Agent for the Cherokees 

or the pleasure of the Government is knO\nl. 

In order that no misapprehension, or doubt should 

exist, with re gard to the quantity of spirits a Trader 

should be permitted to introduce into an Indian Country 

as private stores, I rum of the opinion that it is desir

able the Government should declare the greatest quantity 

a single Trader should be permitted to introduce for private 

use within a year. 

The decision of the War Departwent, or of the proper 

Law Officer of the Government is requested, with respect 
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to the Right of Genl. Houston to absolve himself from his 

allegiance to the United States, by becoming a citizen of 

the Cherokee Nation. 

I have the Honor to be, Sir, 

Very respectfully 

Your Obd~t Servant. 

M. Arbuckle 

Cell. 7~h Inf¥ CommQ~ 

(OIA: 1830. Cherokees West . Col.M.Arbuckle Gen . Sam Houston . ) 
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Sir, 

Department of War 

ll~h September 1830 -

Your letter of the 23~ July, with it s enclosures, has 

been received --

The right contende.d for by Gen} Houston, as a Citizen 

of the Cherokee Nation, to carry on trade with the Indians, 

without being licensed for that purpose, as required by the 

Laws of the United States, would, if admitted, tend to over

throw the whole system of Indian trade as established by 

Congrefs, under the power conferr 1 d by the General Govern

ment by the Constitution "to regulate trade and Intercourse 

with the Indian tribesn 

While no obj ection has been made to the Indians per

mitting any of our Citizens to reside among them and exer

cise all the priveleges of Indians, it cannot be admitted 

that they have any right to confer on such citizens any 

priveleges incompatible with the laws of the United States , 

or which would give them advantages over any Citizen in 

carrying on trade with the Indians - General Houston will 

therefore be required to give bond, and obtain, (as other 

traders have to do,) a license from the Indian Agent, on 

doing which he will be entitled to all the priveleges which 

the law secures to licensed traders, but not otherwise -

The Indian Agent it is presumed is at his post by this 

time, and will no doubt promptly attend xo an application 

fDom General Houston for a license --
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Indian traders are itf~~ not allowed to take sp irits 

into the Indian Country - but as Gen~ Houston r esides in 

the Cherokee nation he may be permitted, on your being 

satisfied that the liquors belonging to him are intended 

Cor his own private accomodation, and not to be used in 

the Indian trade, to take them to his own r es idence - on 

these conditions only can he be allowed to take liquors 

into the Cherokee nation --

lam &c &c 

P. G. Randolph 

Actg . Secretary of War 

To. Col<? 

M. Arbuckle, 

Comm~ u. s . Troops . 

Cantonment Gibson 

(OIA: 1830. Uherokees West. P. G. Randolph to Col . M. Arbuckle) 
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Cant . Gi bson 12th Septb~ 1830 

Gent And. J a cks on 

Pr es i den t of the u.s . 

Sir, 

Un der the imprefsion that it is the duty of Ind Agents 

to appr ize you of every procedure which may have a tenden

c y to counteract the views of the Governt . as exhibited by 

t r eaties , laws , or regulations on the subject of Ind Aff~ 

I beg leave to present to your notice the follo wing commu

nication . 

I am informed from a source entitled to confidence, 

that Col : Augs! P . Chouteau a tr-ader , & brother. to the 

pr esent Agent for the Osages , has purchased up the Reserves 

on the Neosho , granted by treaty 2 June 1825 , to half breed 

Osage Children & others , and that two of said reserves 

containing a valuable Saline , has just been sold by said 

Chouteau to Genf S . Houston & a Mf Drenen a Mercht . of 

Nashville , who appears to be connect ed in trade with Genl 

H. in the Cherokee Country & within 3 miles of this post, 

and I have good reason to believe they have purchased 

these reserves from Col . Chouteau , with the view & expec

tation of prevailing on the Governt . to purchase them out, 

at an exorbitant price , by availing themselves of an undue 

i nfluenc e over the Cherokees to induce them to demand of 

the Governt . the removal of persons unacceptable to them, 

u nder the 3 Art'i cle of the treaty of 6 May 1828; the ap-



removing 
plication would be, I presume, fo~ the Osage grantees. 

The case of Gen} s. Houston, which has been reported 

by Col Arbuckle to the SecretY of War for his decision, 

was accompanied by a certificate of the adoption of Gen 

H. into the nation, with the right to exercise all the 

privileges of a native, and under whi ch he claims the right 

to trade without License, deeming the laws, regulating 

trade & intercourse inapplicable to his case. The g~h 

Art of treatyof Hopewell & 6th Art of treaty of Holston , 

gives to Congrefs the sole & exclusive right of regulating 

trade carried on by Natives & others, but I have not seen 

any law restraining the exercise of the ri ght o~ the Na 

tives or of the adopted Whites among them, to trade in any 

way - the Wh~skey trade carried on by Indi s is a growing 

evil, and greatly to be deplored throughout every Indian 

Tribe, and therefore deem it my duty, as it appears the ex-

isting laws on the subject does not embrace such cases, 

to solicit your attention thereto, and to suggest the nee-

Gfsity of instructing Agents how they are to consider White 

persons who are permitted by the Indlans to reside amongst 

them. 

Permit me also to suggest what appears to be requisite 

to effect a speedy & satisfactory adjustment of the conflict

ing claims of the Cherokees & Creeks to the territory ceded 

to them by treaty, and to solicit your approbation of the 

course I am pursuing in furtherance .of that object. The 
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map of this country furnished the War dept . by Col: Arbucle, 

being considered too imperfect for the requisite purpose, 

I have deemed it my duty to request Col Arbuckle to employ 

without delay the most efficient means in his power to 

obtain a correct survey of the Canadian & Arkansas from 

their junction to such point as he may deem necefsary to 

enable the Governt . to make such a partition of the Country, 

as the just claims of the parties under their respective 

treaties may require: and with a view to ascertain what 

partition of the country would be most satisfactory & ac

ceptable to the parties , I have requested the co-operation 

of Genl c~pbell, and if accorded will report progrefs to 

the Dept . ao soon as efsential facts can be ascertained -

and should it be proven as is expected, that the country 

West of the old territorial line between Arkansas & Canad

ian, together with that section of country now occupied by 

the Creeks in the fork of the Verdigris & Arkansas, will 

be found sufficiently large for the settlement & accommo

dation of the whole Creek nation, I have no doubt that the 

country north & west thereof to ~~e Osage line, would be 

accepted by the Cherokees for the deficit of their seven 

million acres & perpetual outlet . 

By the statement of Genl Campbell , since his return to 

the Creek Agency, it appears to be the intention to cede 

to the Creeks the whole of the country in the fork of the 

Canadian & Arkansas, including the l a nd east of the old 
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territorial line in said fork (which is considered as h av

irg been heretofore ceded to the Cherokees) together with 

the wholeof the country in the forkof the Verdigris & Ark

ansas to the Osage line - Hence it is my duty to apprize 

you without delay of the probable effect which such parti

tion of the country is likely to produce - about 60 or 70 

families of Cherokees have settled on their lands in the 

fork of Canadian & Arkansas ea~ of the old territorial 

line, and the nation justly considers that portion of their 

country more valuable than any other - the uneasinefs pro

duced by this rumer has induced many of the most intelli 

gent to request me to inform them if it is pofsible that 

such rumer can be true; adding that the Creek treaty did 

not authorize them to make any selection east of the old 

territorial line, and therefore it ought not now to be con

templated by the Governt . to violate the vested right to 

that portion of their country which they think must be ad

mitted to be solemnly guaranteed to them by their late 

treaty; and that no fair construction of the proviso to the 

ratification could infringe their legal claim to said land . 

I deemed it my duty to afsure them that their rights would 

not be violated, and that the Governt . would certainly ~ul

fil their treaty stipulations in good faith - that I con

sidered their view of the subjectperfectly correct, and 

that I had no doubt the Governt . would sustain their claim. 

Permit me to say that I think it important to the in

terest of all parties that every doubt upon the subject 



should be promptly removed. 

And it is deemed a duty also to apprize you of the 

state of feeling which this question, md the long continued 

delay of payment under treaty stipulations has produced 

among these people - they appear to feel as if they had 

good reason to believe that the Governt was disposed to 

pay but a very limitted observance of a fait~ul compliance 

with treaty provisions, after effecting the removal of the 

Indians, and feelingly point to the distrefsed condition of 

their emigrant families. 

I am induced to believe if that portion of their coun

try should be disposed of to others, they will afsert their 

rights, and maintain pofsefsion to the last - they say 

their right to it shall never be surrendered . 

Please indulge the privilege of exprefsing my solici

tude for the early receipt of such information & instruc

tions together with the requisite means which may be deemed 

necefsary to enable me to fulfil & accomplish the views of 

the Governt. relative to the duties of my agency -

I have the honor to be 

Your most obt & hum Servt . 

Geo: Vashon 

Ind Agent C-W-M 

PS. I have been under the necefsity of providin an office 

& quarters for myself ever since the commenct of my duties 

in the Ind dept. 

(OIA: 1830. Cherokees West (Agency) Geo. Vashon.) 



th July 19-- 1831 -~ 

From the N. E . corner of the Chero kee l ands , p roc e e ded on 

t he Western boundary line, of Mifsouri , Nor t h - (Indi an 

lands lying on the We st) Mar ked e a ch fi th Mile di stinc tly 

- Line throughout ma rked pla inly a s usua l . 

Cha ins 

90 . To the foot of s t on y Cliff 

70 . Set St ake f or 1 . Mi le fr om Cher . Cor . 

40 . Ent er ed r ich b ottom 

104. To Stre am , Ea s t b ank . Co . South 10 ° VI . and s . 1 . 

ch , 25 Li nks wi de 

16. Following up same t o 2d Mile , i n the bed of same 

63 . To f oot o f Clif f Co . N. 

17. To Str e am , Co . S . 15° V. 

50 . Ent er ed barren up l and . 

30 . To 3d , Mi le i n same . 

158 

2 . 

122 . 

38 . 

Ent e r ed Prai rie 

'J.1o 4 t h Mi le 

Ent ered t i mbe r 

Se t Stake f o r 5~~ Mi le , f rom Red Oak 7 Li nks Ci r c . 

Marked 5 , brs . N 85° W . 25 Li nks 

110. Stopped -

Friday 22~ July. 

15. To Brook Co . S •• 



35 . 

160 . 

160 . 

160 . 

160 . 

160 . 

160 . 

42 . 

' 118 . 

130 . 

30 . 

58 . 

56 . 30 

To 6~h Mi l e on barren ridge . 

To 7~h Mile i n barrens . 

To s ~h Mi l e , r avine Co . N. 

To 9~~ ile , s . s i de o f ravine Co . v . 

To 10 ~h Mil e , set stake from which , \Vh i t e 

Ci r c . Marked 10 M. Bears w. 1 . 33 Links 

To 11~h Mile in ravine Co . w. 

Saturday 231 July . 

To 12~~ Mile , in ravine Co, N, W, 

To brook co . S . V. & S 600 W. 

To 13th Mile , s. side v a l l ey Co , W, 

Spring in ravine clos e to W, 

To 14 ~~ Mile 

~ nt ered bottom Prairie 

To St r eam 1 . 20 L . s wide - brs . , & S , , 

Oak 5 Links 

44 . To 15 ~g ile f rom Cherokee Corner , in Stony hills , 

s et stake , f rom which Bl a ck Oak 10 Ls . C r c . Marke d 

15 M. bears N- 33 Links 

80 . Stopped - enc amp ed on stream noted above -

Monday July 25~~ 

80. To 16 ~g Mile -

160 . 

160 . 

th ) To 17-- Mi le . 
th ) 

To 18 -- Mi le . ) 

Poor ,, oak , stony l and 

160 . To 19 ~h Mile in s ame no t so stony 

Pra iri e bears E . 40 . chs . co . edge N. W. 8· S . E . 

52~· 



76. Entered Prairie . 

80 . 

4 . 

Point of timbe r, f ew t r ee s . 

th 
To 20-- Mi le i n p r a i rie set ro ck from whi ch , Red 

Oaks . 7 l ks . eire . 

10 .14 l k s . 

0 
arked 20 . M. bears N. 3 . W. 

10. ~ntered timber , Prairie bears N. E . 

150. To 2 l~ t Mi le in valley of Brook co . s .w. Water to 

s .w. & w. -
160. To. 22d Mile , i n t h in oak l and . 

The for egoing from ( N? l . to No . 3 . ) are the Field Notos 

of the survey o f the Eastern line of Indian Lands , c om-

mencing a t the N. E . corner of Cherokee Lands thence North 

22 Mile s . -

Surveyors c amp 

s t Aug . l . 1831 . 

(OIA: Fi eld Surv eys . Anci ent & 1isc ., Vol . 4 . ) 



FI ELD NOTES 

of the Survey 

of so much of the Eastern boundary of Cheroke e Lands as 

lies between the S. V • corner of the State of Mifsouri 

& N. E. corner of Cherokee Lan d s . 

Cours e orth . July 18~~ 1831 . 

Commenced a t corner of Mi fsouri , 

160 Se t Stake fr om which Red Oak 9 l ks , eire. marked 

G L I M. bears N. 30 ? • 2 ch . 

109 To Stream l ch . wide co . N. . & • 

51 Set stake i n highl and openings for 2 m. f rom whi ch 

Bl k Oak 8 . l ks eire . mar ked G. L. 2M., nears N. 

45 . 0 W. 6 ch . 20 links . 

80 Ent e r ed Prairie 

40 Set Stake 

15. Ent ered timber 

25 Set Stake f or 3 M. fr om which Bl k . Oak 10 l ks 

eire. marked 0 L 3 M bears N. 37 . 0 • l ch . ll 

links 

160 Set Stake from whi ch Blk Hi ckor y 7 l ks eire . 

marked 0 L 4 M. bears N. 10 . 0 w. 2 ch . 23 l k s . 

95 

25 -

Ent ered Prairie . 

Set Stake . 

5!1 " 



~ 

40 -

40 -

40 -

40 -

40 -

40 -

40 -

40-

40 -

Rai sed mound 4 f ee t base 

Rai sed md . f or 5~ M. 

Rai sed md . f or 5~ M. 

Rai sed md . f or 5.§. 
4 M. 

Set Ro ck f or 6 mi les 

Set rock f or 6~ M. 

Set r ock f or 6-~ ~ . 

3~ high f or 

Se t rock in rav i n e co . V. for 6~ M. 

5 mi les . 

Set r ock from whi ch Blk . Oak 6 . lks eire , marked 

o. L 7 . M. bears s . 45~ . 1 . ch. 30 lks . 

31- Entered t i mber . 

54 - Steep brook co . N. E . 

75- Set Stake , Vlitnefs Bl k Oak . 9! lks eire marked 

~ . L. 8 . M. bears N. 10~ W. 1 . 30 lks 

91- To i l k Ri ve r co . W. & N. W. 4 ch . 25 . lks wide 

8 Rai sed mound 6 feet s quare at base 5 feet h gh 

i n whi ch s e t mulberry post 4 inches square , marked 

on South s i de 11 July 20 . 183 1 11 whi ch i s to be the 

p ermanent N. E corner of Ch erokee Lands . 

The f ore going N9S 1 . 2 contai n the field No t es of the sur-

vey of the Eastern Boundar y of Cherokee Lands f rom Corner 

o f Mi f souri t o N. E. Corn e r of Chero kee l and 

Surveyors Xamp R MCCoy 

Aug . 1~ t 1831 fst Surveyor 

(OIA: Field Surv eys . Anci ent Mis c . Vol . 4 . ) 



A Claim presented by Jno: Smith & part y against t he 

Cherokee Nation fo r t he i r services i n Afs is t ing Dutch & 

party in 1831 to join hi s Nat ion - done by order of the 

Chiefs unde r a request from the Agent. 

To wit. 
1 

Jno : Smi th & hor se 95 days @ ~~1 . pr day 

1 Ezekiel Fie l ds " " 

2 a r t oo ker & Tar yer hah 

2 Si nger & Smith's Boy 

1 Nel l y Smi th & horse 

2 2 Creek Ind: pr Jno . Smith 

1 H: Tarrapen 

1 Te kun na t e ste ke 

1 J. Cary & horse 

2 Te so lee t us ky & Du~ch ea 

1 Oo rva loo ki 

2 2 Creeks & Horses ea 

1 Ignetius Chisholm 

2 M. Smith & C. Holder 

1 R. Stinson & horse 

2 N. & Ogden Chisholm 

1 Tar rapen (no horse ) 

1 Sker te ser ki do 

25 

(Over ) 

" 
do 

do .; 

" 
II 

II 

36 , d 

95 II 

30 d 

" 
8 d -

d o 20 d 

Ei o 30 " 

8 " 

20 " 

30 " 50<? 

" " 

$95 . 

95 . 

190. 

190 . 

95 . 

190 . 

95 . 

36 . 

95. 

60. 

30. 

16 . 

20 . 

60 . 

B. 

40 . 

15 . 

15 . 

$1345 . 



1 & 3 

1 & 3 

Amt brot. Over 

Levy Spears & G. Jolly - (foot) 30d @ 50. 

s. Grape vine do 

(Horses Borrowed) 

R. Stinson 4 Horses 95 d. soc 

H.Take staskuh & Rod 95 & 30 d 

" Tar ye ski & Stinson 

Oo wa 1oo ki 

Black Coat & J. Holly 

Karnai - Cabbin 

Tsoo lo qua & Geo: Hailey 

each 1 horse 30 d . 50~ 

30 " 

30 " 

Te yun ne ski (foot) 95 d 50~ 

Young Bird do 46 " 

do 

Expence money advanced by the Na tion 

(COPY) 

$1345. 

30. 

15. 

190. 

92.50 

60 . 

15 . 

$1747.50 

90. 

47.50 

23. 

$1908. 

119. 

$2027. 

(OIA: Cherokee FileD 436-435. Washington. D-436.) 
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F I ELD NOTES of the Survey of the Northern F· Western Boun

dari e s o f t he CHEROKEE Lands . 

CHAI NS Mdg . Var . 10~ i • Chain 2 poles 

C URSE WEST . 

Monday Sept . 12 . 183 1 . 

Starte d from the N. E corner of Cherokee Lands , on 

the line of State of Mifs . o 

17- To the North Bank of Elk River co . N. W. 

9 - a or ofs same steep bluff . 

134 - In open barren land marked Blk oak C, h . L . i . M. bears 

S . 45~ • 17 . lks . - eire 6 l ks) f o r 1st . Mi le 

22 I n deep rav~ne 

138- In open woodl and, marked White Oak Ch . L 2 M. bears 

N. W. 36 l ks . ( e ire 9 lks) for 2 Miles . 

128 To clear ring branch co . N. 

2 To ste ep Bluff . 

30 - Marked ~fui te Oak Ch. L. 3 M. s . 552 W. 15 l ks -

also hite oak Ch . L. 3M. bears N. 7 5 ~ W. 26 lks . 

. 57 . Entered Pr airie . Encamp ed 

Tu esday Sept . 13 . 

103 Ra i sed ! Sized Mound i n edge of Prairie f or 3 ~ Miles . 

40 Rai sed ~ Size Md . f or 3 ~ Mile 

40 Raised full Si ze Md . f or 4t h ile a t head of pra rie 

r avine -

-. Raised 3 - ! Sized Mds in pla c e 

s-.a 



160 Raised fu l l S zed Md . for 6 Mile 

- . Raised 3 1 in p l a ce - 2' Sized Mds 

160 Raised full sized Mr . f or 7~h Mi l e 

Timber on creek to N. bea r i ng • 

- . Raised 3 mds i n p l a ce . En c amped . 

Thurs_day Sept_~~ . 

40- Set Roc k f or 7 ~ Mi les . 

40 Ra is e d fu ll sized Md . f o r 8 t h Mi le 

40 Se t Rock f or Bi Mi les 

5 .- Ent ered t i mber . 

95 Ent e r ed Prai rie 

5 Marked Blk Oak ch . L. 9 Mile bears s . 45 ~ w. 1 ch 

10 

- . 
150 

40 

30 

10 

80 

40 

40 

45 l k s (7 lks eir e ) 

Ent e r ed Pr airie 

Ra ised 3 - ~ sized Mds in plac e 

Rais ed ful l size Md for 10 ~h Mile 

Rais ed ~ si ze Md . f or l Oi M. 

Ent e r ed t i mber 

Excell ent Sprin g 

Entered Pr a i rie 

Set Rock f or 11th Mile 

Raised ~ Size Md for lli Mi le 

45 Entered Ne osho oo dl and b ottom 

69 To E Bank of Neo s ho Rive r co . s . 

Genl . co . ab ove & b e low SW. Wi dth ch 16 . chs . & 31 

lks . 

.. 
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16 . 3 1 lks . Acrofs the s ame 

3 9 .19 Ent e r ed Prairie 

30 . Se t Rock in rav i n e co . E . f or 12 ~ Mi le 

40 Set Roc k for 12~ Mile 

40 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

40 

69 

51 

35 

125 

153 

7 -

- . 
160 

40 

- . 
120 

Se t Ro c k f or 13 Mile s 

Set 3 Rocks i n pla c e 

Set Rock f or 14 t h Mile 

Set 3 Rock s i n p l a ce 

Ra ise d f ull Size Md . fo r . 1 Mi l e 

Ra i s ed Md f o r l 5i Mile 

Ent ered timbe r 

Marked Bl k . oak ch . L. 16 . M. bears S . W. 39 l ks 

for 1 6 . Mile 

To b ank of Cr e ek co . S . E . 1 ch . wi de 

Marked Bl k . Oak ch . L. 17 . M. bears s . 75 9 

• 3 6 l k s for 17 . Mile 

En c arrl:p_e d -

T~e_s_d_~~ _e_eyt . 20 . 

Entered Pr a i rie 

Marked Bl k . Oak ch . L. 18 . M. bears S . 45 ~ E . 

7 chs . 13 l k s f or 18 Mile -

Se t 3 Rocks i n p l a c e 

Set Rock f or 19 Mi le 

Se t Ro ck f or 19 ~ Mi le 

Ra i s ed 2 ~ Size Mds . in p l a c e 

Ra i sed fu ll s ize Md . f or . 20 Mile 

·so·. 



- . 
1 60 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

• 

160 

Raised 3 - i size mds in plac e 

Raised fu ll size Md . for 21 . Mile 

Raised 3 E siz e Mds in place 

Raised full size Md . for 22~~ Mile 

Raised 3 l 
- 2 size Mds in place 

Set Rock for 23 . Mile 

Set 3 . rocks in place 

Set rock for 25 Mile 

Set 3 rocks i n plac e 

Set roc k f or 26 Mile · 

Set 3 ro c ks in plac e 

Set rock for 27 Mile 

Thursday Sept 23 . 

40 Set r oc k for 27~ 

20 En tered timber 

3 To smal l creek co . 8 

64 To bank o f creek co . s . 3 chs . wide 

8 

25 

- . 
160 

40 

16 

Entered Prairie 

Set rock in Prairie bottom for 28 Mile 

Set 3 rocks im place 

Set rock for 29 Mile 

Set rock f or 29~ Mile 

To Mifsouri road at whi ch raised Md . 4 feet high in 

which planted rock marked C. L. 29 . 

To small creek co . s . 



14 Set roc~ for 29 ~ Mile 

40 Ser rock for 30 Mile 

40 ·set rock for 30~ Mi le 

30 Entered timb e r ed b o t tom 

36 To b an k of Cabin Cr eek 6 chs wi de . av erge Width 3 cbs . 

14 Ent e r ed Pra i r i e 

40 . Rai sed fu ll s iz e Md . for 3 1 . ile 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

40 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

Rai sed 3 - i Size Mds in plac e 

Rai sed fu l l size Md . for 3 2 Mi le 

Ra i sed 3 - i s i ze Mds in pla ce 

Ra ise d full size Md for 3 3 . Mile 

Rai sed 3 - ~ Size Mds in pla ce 

Raised f ul l s i ze Md . for 34 . Mile 

Ra i sed 3 ~ size Mds in plac e 

Ra i sed full si z e Md . for 35 Mile 

Se t r ock f or 35~ Mile 

Ra i s e d 2 ! size mds in plac e . 

Raised f ull size Md . for 36 M. 

Se t 3 ro cks in plac e 

Se t roc k for 37 Mile 

Se t 3 r oc ks i n plac e 

Set roc k on hi ll s i de f or 38 Mile 

Set 3 r oc ks i n p l ac e 

Set roc k lOr 39 . Mile 

Set 3 rock s in p l ace 

Established the N. W. cor n er of the Chero kee Lands , 



by erecting a mound 6 ~ feet base , 5~ h·gh & insert

ing a post marked on E . si de 40 M. South side Ch . 

L. W. side Crk . Ld., due N. of original ±iRe N. W. 

corner of Arkansaw Territory est i mated to be 40 

miles We st of Mifsouri line . 

- - Run thence South -

40 Rai sed ~ Size Md . f or ~ Mile 

40 Raised ~ size Md f or ~ Mile 

33 Entered timber . 

47 Marked Bl k oak ch . L. 1 . M. in Small creek co . S . 

to another i t s co . v. bears N. W. 3 chains . 

160 Marked Blk Oak ch . L. 2 1. bears N. E . 10 lks . 

62 Entered Prairi e 

Raised 2 - i size Mds in place 

98 Raised full Sized Md marked small 3 M. f or 3~d 

File 

- . Set 3 rocks i n place 

160 Set rock f or 4 Mile 

- . Raised 3 - ~ size mds in place 

160 Raised full size md f or 5 Mile 

- . Set 2 ro ks n 1 ce 

58 Ent r d i mber. 

79 To a small creek co. s.w. 
23 In same marked wh. oak ch . L. 6 . M. bears E . 1 ch . 

for 6 Miles 



160- Mar ke d Wh . Oak ch . Ld . 7 

( 15 l ks ei r e) f or 7 Mile 

• bears N. E. l ch . 4 lks , 

98 To Smal l rivulet co . w. 

62 Mar ked ~ . Oak Ch . Ld . 8 • bears N. E . 1 ch . (15 

l ks eire) f or . 8 Mile 

102 To the old N •• corner of Ark . Territory 

58 arked Wh . Oak Ch . Ld . 9 M. b ears S. 5 ~ . 1 ch . 17 . 

l ks ( 5~ lks eire) for 9 Mi l es - • 

27 ntered Prairie . 

52 Raised ~ Size Md fo r 9~ Mile 

28 Entered t i mbe r 

43 

- . 

Mar ked hickory ch . Ld . 10 M. bears s . 459 

( 6 lks eire) for 10 Mile 

Set 3 rocks i n place . 

'ntered timber . 

1 ch , 

148 

12 Marked Bl k Oak Ch . Ld . 11 . M. bear s S . E 2 chs . 18 

l ks for 11~h Mile 

10 ntered Prairie . 

30 Set ro ck f or lll Mile . 

24 To a small creek co S . 5 ~ • crofs ed same 3 t i me s . 

16 ~nter ed Prai v ie . 

80 Marked Blk oak ch . Ld . 12 M. bear s S . 5g w. 7 

chains . 

38 To smal l creek 1 ch wi d e . 

65 Enc amp-ed· •• 

6.4 



Monday Oct 3 . 183 1 

17 Raised ~ size Md for 12~ Miles 

40 Ra ised ful l Size Md . f or 13 Mile 

24 To the bank of Pryors cr eek co . s .. E 3 chs wide . 

16 Entered Prai r ii e . 

- • Set 2 rocks i n plac e . 

Enc amped . 

Tuesday Oct . 4 . 

80 Se t rock f or 14~h Mile 

- • Set 2 roc k s i n place 

68 To small creek co . E . 

12 Set rock f or 14~i Miles 

40 Set rock f or 15 Mi le 

- • Set 3 roc ks in plac e 

160 Raised full size Md . fo r 16 M. 

40 Ra ised ! size Md for 16 ~ Mile 

51 Renewed old mount 

29 Ra ised ~ size Md . f or 16~ M. 

41 Raised full size Md . f or 17 IVI . 

Raised 3 - ~ size Mds 

160 Raised full Size Md . f or 18 M. 

- . Raised 3 - ~- Size Mds in plac e 

160 Ra ised fu ll size md . f o r 19 Mile 

- . Raised 3 - -~ Size Mds in pl ce 



160 Rais e d f ull size md . f or 20 Mi le 

24 To a pond 

16 Through s rune 

40 Rai sed ~ s iz e Md . f or 20 ~ Mile 

40 Ra i sed ~ size Md f or 20 ~ Mile s 

40 Rais ed fu l l size Md . f or 21 Mile 

32 Entered timb er on Pryor ' s creek 

7 To bank of same co . s . 1 5 ~ • 1 ch . wide 

33 Entere s Prair i e 

48 Rai sed i si z e Md . f or 2 1 ~ Mi l e 

40 Raised f u ll size Md . for 22 Mile s 

29 To deep p ond 7 ch s Wi de 

Wedne s day Oct 5 

- • Ra~s ed 2 mds i n p l ac e 

114 En te r ed t i mber on Pryors creek 

16 Marked vh . Oak Ch . Ld . 23 fi . bears S. v . 7 . l k s 

(11 l ks eire ) f or 23 Mile s -

7 To bank of Pryors creek 4 - chs . ide 

15 To same 3 ch s ~i de 

7 To same 3 chs i de co . E . 

5 

• 

120 

27 

13 

Ent e r ed Prairi e 

Set 2 ro cks i n p l ace 

Se t r ock f o r 24 t h Mile 

To smal l creek N. 45~ E 

Se t rock f or 24~ Mi l es 

-
66 



- • Set 2 rocks in pla ce 

1 20 Set rock for 25 Mile s 

- • Set 3 rocks in pla ce 

160 Set rock f or 26 Mi le s 

- • Raised 3 d s i n p l a c e 

160 Set rock s f or 28 ile 

-- ---
Thursday Oc t . 6 . 

40 Set rock f or 28~ ile 

36 To creek 2 chs wi de , s c at ter ing t i mb e r 

4 Set roc k f or 28~ Mi le 

40 Set r ock f or 28 ~ Mi le 

40 Set rock f or 29 . Mi l e s 

- • Set 3 roc k s i n p l a c e 

Tu e s day Oc t 11 . 

160 Raised full s i ze d . f or 30 M. 

- • Set 3 rock s i n p l a ce 

160 Se t roc k f or 3 1 Mi l e s 

- • Raise d 3 Md s i n p l a c e 

160 Set rock f or 32 Mi les 

23 To creek 2 chs wi de co . E. ( t i mbe r ed) 

3 Entered Prairie 

• Set 3 rocks in pla ce 

134 Set rock for 33 Mile s 

- • Set 3 rocks in pla ce 



68 

160 Raised full size Md . f or 34 M. 

Wedne s day Oct . 12 

- • Raised 2 mds i n p l ac e 

97 To small creek co . N. 15~ E 

23 Ra is ed ~ size d . f or 34~ M. 

40 Rai sed full size Md . f or 35 . M 

- . Ra i sed 3 Mds in p lac e 

160 . Se t roc k for 36 Miles 

Rai sed 3 - l size Mds in plac e - 2 - . 
160 Set r ock f or 37 Miles 

- • Set 3 rocks in place 

160 Set ro ok f or 38 Miles 

Set 2 rocks in place 

103 ntered timber 

45 To bank of Roc k Creek co . 2~ chs Wide 

8 Ent e r ed Prairie 

4 ~arked Blk . Oak Ch . L. 39 M. bears N. 15~ E 1 ch . 

42 1ks for 39 M. 

40 Set r ocks for 39! Mile 

10 To Fort Gi bson road . Set ro ck 

30 Se t r ock f or 3 9! Mi le 

40 Se t r ock f or 39~ Mile 

40 Se t roc k J marked Bl k oak ch . L 40 M. bears S . E . 1 

ch . 46 . lks 

80 To small creek co . N •• ( Set roc k s) 

80 Se t r ock for 41 Mi l e s 



- • Set 3 r ocks in place 

160 Se t rock for 42 Miles 

40 Se t rock for 42 ~ Mile 

- . 
120 

- . 
160 

31·~ 

• 

120 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

- . 
160 

40 

Encamped 

Thursday Oct . 14 . 1831 . 

Raised 2 Mds in place 

Set rocks for 43 Miles 

Set 3 rocks in place 

Set rock for 44 Miles 

To 10 Mile Creek co . N. 450 E . 1 ch . wide -

Set rock for 44 ~ Mile 

Set 2 rocks in place 

Set ro ck for 45 Miles 

Se t 3 rocks in place 

Rai sed full sized Md . for 46 M. 

Raised 3 = i size ds in pl ce 

Set rock f or 47 Mi les 

Set 3 rocks in pl ac e 

Set rock f or 48 Miles 

Set 3 rocks in place 

Set rock for 4 iles 

Set 3 rocks i n place 

Raised full size Md . f or 50 M. 

d 1 Si d f or 50 4
1 ile Raise -2 ze 

s··g.: 



- • Set 2 rocks in pl ace 

120 Set rock f or 51 Mile 

40 Set rock f or 51; ile 

23 To creek co . E . ~ ch . wide 

- • Se t 2 rocks i n· place 

97 Set rock for 52 Miles 

47 Entered Verdegris woodland bottom. 

19 To creek co . E . 

7 Crofsed Same . 

7 Crofs ed same ( Encamped) 

Fr i day Oct 15 . 

66 To bank of Verdigris co E 10~ chs wide 

17 Marked Oak Ch . L. 53 • f or 53 Miles 

160 Marked Bl k oak Ch . L. 54 M. bears s .w. 1 ch 7 

lks for 54 Mile 

160 Marked Hackberr y , ch . L. 55 M. 

160 Marked Hackbe rry ch . L. 56 . M. 

90 To the N. bank of Arkansas river co . E. (20 chs 

wide) : marked Hackberry on N. bank . ch . L 56~ 

bears N. 15 . 0 w. 1 . ch . Steep rocky bluffs on S . 

wid a 

20 To the South bank. 

56 Miles 8. 110 chs f rom the N. • corner of 

Cherokee Lands. --

--- -------------------

7-0 



The for egoing f rom No. ·1. to 14 . cont a in the Fi e ld Not es 

of the survey of t wo lin es of t he Cheroke e Lands 

Surveyor's Camp John. c. M9C oy 

Jan. 28~h 1832 

(OIA: Fi e l d Surveys . Ancient & Misc ., Vol . 4 . ) 



Wa s hington City Aprile 11th 1832 . 

To. the Hon! Senators and repprasentatives in 

Congrers f r om the State of Georgia 

Gentlemen 

In may Eighteen Hundred & twenty Eight I was 

appointed by the Hon}, James Barbour - then Secretary of ~ar 

under the direction of the president a secret agent for the 

purpose of exerting my influence with the eastern Cherokees 

especially my numerous friends & relations among them to induce 
of 

them to f avour the prosed removal of that part the tribe to the 

west of the Mifsisippi river I was authorized to asociate with 

myself an individual by the name of Thomas Maw a chief of that 

tribe I was furnished with five hundred dollars from the con-

tingent or secret fund as secret service money or rather , to 

pay the necefsary expences of the mifsion and before I set 

out from the c .ty of Washington I received verbal instructions 

from the president and Secretary in which they informed me the 

removal of the Eastern cherokees to Arkansas was an important 

object that I had it in my power to do much to further that 

object, by doing which, I would secure to myself aBe liberal 

reward which would place myself and family in easy circum

stances for the ballence of my life 
be 

I desired that my compensation should ~ stipulated but 

was told it must depend upon my efforts & succefs and I was 

asured by them and . by Mr Cobb then a Senator from Georgia at 

whose special instance I consented t o engage in the hazzard

ous laborious & perplexing mifsion that my compensation should 

be liberal, relying upon the promise of the president and Sec - . 
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retary and the asurance of Mr Cobb , I set out f rom this city on 

the first of June e ighteen Hundred & Twenty eight to the eastern 

Cherokee country whare I arived on the t wentieth of that month , 

On presenting the subje ct, Co~, ugh Montgomery agent to that 

tribe he advised me , in the exerc ise or my discretionary autho -

ity to employ Mr . Maw, I done so, and divided with him the 

money I had re ceived, our efforts soe Several months ware ap-

parantly i neff e ctual , some whare about the first of the succeed-

ing Decembe r M! Maw became impatient , left me and returned home, 

anxious t o ef fect the object of my Mifsion not only , for the 
was 

promised rewar d , bu t because ! ~desirous to bener i t my people, 

I continued i n this service untiil the last of March eighteen 

hundred & Twenty nine , after the Two hundr ed & fifty dollars 

which I had retained was exhausted, I wrote to the department 

requesting a remi ttance of money to bear my pe rsonal expenses , 

disapointed i n mf expectation of a remittance Naked and with

out a dol l a r to pay my board , Cot , Montgomery wrote perhaps 

more than once t o the depart ment stating my condition, and 

t he hardships whi ch I had endur ed , for that I had been not 

only the subject of repeat ed insult s but was three times vi o

lently att acke d by enemi e s t o the proposed emigrat i on i n which 

I sustained much personal and bodi ly i n jury, and that although 

I had not yet succeeded to t he ext ent whi ch was hoped f or , no 

indiv i dual could have been more cons tant i n exert i ons to ef

fect the object of t he Mifsion I r eceived no remittance, t he 

Agent however was ordered to pay f or my boar d , i n about six 

months from the commencement of my servi ce t he effects of my 

efforts began to be developed, between five & six hundred en-



rolled themse lves a nd emigrat ed wi th me , and a l ar ge number 

fo l lowed during the suceeding year under the i nfluence of my 

effort s , during my absenc e f r om home , the Treaty by which the 

estern Cher okees exchan ged the i r lands and improvements in 

Arkans as for land s til l f urther west , was carried into effect . 

I f I had been at home I could have made an exchange of my 1m-

provement s i n our new country as that has been settled by the 

Whit es and somewhat i mproved but absent in the servi ce of the 

I lost the oppor t unity and on my return home was · compelled t o 

move and set t l e i n the wild woods, besides my res i dence i n the 

Gov~, 

terr i tory of Arkansas was on the road by which the Indians 

travelled wes t and the w~ites east in makeing the exchange which 

exposed my property especially my stock to their deppredat i ons , 

and out of about one hundred and Twenty head of cattle , on my 

return home , I f ound my number reduced to tw·enty nine head 11 t 

t l e & b ig thus reduced i n my pecuniary circumstances compelled 

to make a pl antat i on in the wild woods , and disapointed i n my 

expectations of the promised reward or any part of it I was com

pelled t o pur chase pr ovisions for the support of a lar ge f amily 

during t wo y ears on presenting my cl a m to the Gov~, since the 

commencement of the present administration It was found that the 

f i ve hundred dollars which had been furnished to me to pay the 

personal expences of mys elf & Mr Maw i n the event of h i s being 

engaged , stood charged t o me on t h e Books of the Indian of f i ce , 

the present admi nistrati on can know but li ttle about t he trans 

action but by v erba l i nformation from other s, as the s er vi ce 

was a s e cret one , but the hardships of my case induc ed t he 
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present Secre tary of War , to allow me four hundred dollars in 

addition to t he f i v e hundr ed charged to me as the promised re-

ward, Gentl emen thi s serv i ce was undertaken and performed at 

the Spec ial i nstanc e of M~ Cobb , & other members of the deliga

tion from Georgia One great object was to beenefit Georgia , 

I hav e correctly detailed to you the result with the disas-

t r ous effe cts of the service upon me , I am now poor , and hav e 

a la~ge f ami l y dependent upon me for support, I appeal to you 

and ask, i f the five hundred dollars ought to be considered 

as a par t of the promised reward , do you think that the four 

hundred dollars recently allowed an adequate c_ompensation, 

Can any one believe that nine hundred dollars If I had r ceived 

so much to my use and personal benifit , would cancel the obli 

gation the Gov~ is under to me , ought I not have liberal com-

pensation for twelve months ardious service , continual hardships 

privations and personal risque, Is not something due to me for 

t he l ofses which I suffered as a necefsary consequence of my 

absence f rom home on this service, some of you ware then mem-

bers of the deligat.ion in congrefs from Geo~gia and must have 

some knowl edge of the facts which I have stated t o you, there

fore I appeal to you with a confident hope that you will in

terpose your efforts to acquire for me , a just allowance 

for my s ervi ces and allewaBe e lofses. 

I rum verry Respec t fully 

Your Obt Servent 

J ames R.ngers 

Metsrs The Hon. G M. Troup J . For sythe R H Wi ld W. Thompson 

H. G. Lamar T F Foster D Newman A S Cl ay ton J 1 V/a.yne 

(OIA: 1832 Cher okees East ( Emig~ation) Hon. George M. Troup . 
Claim ot J as. Rogers f or s ecret service. ) 
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We Peter A Carne s J ohn Flowers John Drew & Thomas 

Murry having examin ed a l etter addr efsed to the delegation in 

congrefs from Georgia, by Capt , , J ames Rogers of the estern 

Cherokees dated the ll~h inst~nt , in which he sets forth the 

f act, that he was employed by the late administration as a 

secret agent to induce the emigrat ion of t he eastern Chero

ke es, with other f acts conected with, and which grew out of 

said agency , do hereby cert ify that Capt , , Rogers has , to the 

best of our recolection and belief correctly set forth in eaie 

said letter the length of time he was absent from his home and 

the results of his efforts as Agent in said secret service and 

that his long absence from his home in said employment did en

valve h i m in great lofs as stated by h i m to what precise amount 

is i mposs i ble to say 

peter A Carns 

John Drew 

Tho~ Murray J r: 

J, W, Flower 
the sai d 

and ~fie-s ale ~e , John. • Flowers and Thomas Murry do further 
p 

certify that we ware in the city of Wash ngton with the said 

Rogers when he received sai d appointment and that we then had 

a personal knowledge of that fact and that a l i b eralreward 

was promi sed to hi m by the late president and the Ho{ Ja~. 

Barbour Secretary of War 

Tho8 Murray Jr 

J, W, Flower 

And I the said pet e r A Carnes do further cer t i fy that I was 

in t h e city of Wash i ngton when Capt. Rogers received his 



s a i d appointment, and that prior to an offer of said service 

to the s a i d Rogers , the said Rogers and myself had entered 
• 

into an agreement by which a commercial copartnership and 

establishment in the Arkansas, was intended , in which the 

said Rogers was to have been intere sted one third , of Twenty 

five Thousand dollars worth of goods at the New York cost which 

agreement was set aside by his subsequent acceptance of the ap

pointment before aluded to 

Peter A Carns 

(OIA: 1832 Cherokees East (Emigration) Hon. George M. Troup. 
Claim of Jas . Rogers for secret service.) 



Executive Department Ga . 

Milledgeville Jany. 19~h 1833 . 

My Dear Sir 

I have just read with sat isfaction , yours of the g~h 

inst. And b efore this reaches you, you will have seen my 

difintive act, in relation to the Mifsionaries . 

The moment things were brought to a proper point , for 

which I had contended - they were released . I t r ust the good 

effects which you have anticipated, may result from this act -

especially as regards aiding you i n effecting a satisfactory 

Treaty wit h the Cherokees. 

It appears to me , that now is the auspicious moment, 

to effect a Treaty with this deluded people. The Cherokee Delega

tion, headed by Refs are now in your City . The impulse of their 

Northern friends, produced by their late Conversion to the Emi

gration plan, may aloo be used to advantage . But it is us elefs 

for me, to add suggestions to you upon this subject . 

Suffice it to say, I have entire confidence in your 

skill, ability & dispos it ion t o manage this caseto the great

est advantage. And am well aware, that you~ anxiety is scarce

ly lefs than my own , to t erminate the local embarrafsments of 

Georgia on this subject - All of which, in all their bearings 

cannot fail to prefs themselves on your consideration . 

Please to make my respects acceptable to the presi ~ 

dent - and say to him, if the Exe utive adm nistration can 

be sustained by Congrefs, on the Tarriff subject - The South 

is safe. And r eceive for yourself the afsurance of my friendly 

regard & high Consideration Vilson Lumpkin 

Hon. Lewis Cafs War Dept. 
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Hon. Secretary of War 

Lewis Cass. 

Si r , 

Counc i l Gro~d , at Red Hill 

2o~h May 1833 . 

I t wi l l be recollected, tha t soon after the ratification 

of the late Creek Treaty one of the undersigned called youP atten 

tion, WB~ek-tae-we to the claim which we hold against the Creek 

Nat i on fo r t en thousand d0l lars , which the Secretary of War, 

agreed with the Creek Delegation who entered into treaty in 

the y ear 1826 , should be added to the considerat ion of land 

then c eded , for our benifit, in lieu of Reservations , which 

the said Delegation denied shoul d be granted to the undersigned; 

with the distinct understanding between the Creek Delegation & 

ourselves as wel l as the word of the Secretary , sRe~±a that 

the Ten thousand dollars should be paid to us at Washington 

upon the ratificat i on of the Treaty of 1826 , & the appropria

tion of money by Congress to carr y it into effec t . In conse

quenc e of a provisionary clause in the Bill of appropriation 

direc t i ng al l the money ·to be carried into the - Nation & there 

paid over in Council, the undersigned have unj us tly experienced 

a disapnointment until this period - Appli cation was made thro 

Col. Johnson M . . c. of Kentucky to the ~ar-Department for the 

money, but we , from thence were r eferred to the Creek Nation, 

with the statement of facts signed by Col . McKenney of the 

Indian Bureau, proving th~~ the claim rested upon that tribe -

In 1832, on seeing this statement yo u recommended, in a let

ter, to t he Cr eeks as you believed it ought to be paid . At 



the Council .of the Creeks held to hear the report of the ir 

Delegation, this letter of yours wa s read by Col . Crowell 

near its adjour nment, unaccompani ed with any remarks calculated 

to promote your recommendation - We iRe!st8e-aew8veP insisted 

however, upon the Council to give us a draft on you to pay us 

out of the fund set apart by the late Treaty to pay their 

debts of National character - The Chief Tuskencha in behalf 

of the Counci l agreed to the Justice of our claim & promised 

that we should be paid whe n the money reached the Nation , 

and as we were Indians , & friends it was not necessary to 

give a paper - Ve called on the Govt agents Genl - Parsons &g 

upon this subject & requested him to - audit the clai m &c -

his reply was t hat as it had been before you , & that you had sub

mitted it i~ separately to the Creeks he did not conside r the 

claim as coming properly before h i m - As it was evident that 

the Chiefs wished to delay payment or avoid it, we d id not 

think it proper to car~y i t before them againe- Fo r the reason 

assigned by Genl . Parsons, we co ld not properly mention the 

claim before the Commifs i oners, we deemed it proper to - re-

port the condition of our claim, & the facts connected there 

with , thro ' Eli sha ~ . Chester Esq . who visited our Council 

under y our instructions - He has left these papers in the 

hands of Judge Herring of the Ind ian B9P8~ Bereau, to be 

laid be fore your considerati on with those claims whi ch the 

commifsioners will report - The sta t e of the f ac ts as stated , 

you will perceive will exclude our - claim in that report, 
May may 

& as it now deposited in Judge Herrings office ~ it Abe forgotten 



& omitted - 1e there~ore trust , that you will allowt~ this -

claim to c ome up before your revie with those reported by 

your Commifs i oners who have audited & recommended the pay

ments of cert ain cla ims which they have deemed to be Just, 
. 

as well as the one now which we present for your decision . 

acco r ding to its merits . Impressed as we are upon the sacred

nets o·f the word pledged to us by the - Secretary of War, we 

did no t believe any difficulties would be interposed , to pre

vent t he - payment of this claim - At first when we applied 

to Gov. Barbour , we believed that he would assist us to get pay

ment - The result is well known - It is the referrance of an 
who are 

appeal made to him, to the Creeks , Avoid of all the f~ReF 

promptings of the heart , which the civi l i zed man can only feel , 

when h i s contract honorably made is presented before h im . Our 

money i s long since divided among them, & there are - speculat 

ing wh i te men always ready among them to interpose obstacles 

to the payment of debts which they apprehend wil l circulate 

beyond the i r reach - It has been the policy of the - Genl . 

Gove r nment & now a constant practice - to settle ~eP all debts 

existing between differ - Ind an Tribes according to Justice -

~hy ~s i t sho ld be so difficult to extend that rule of act i on , 
to our ca s e, 
is now properly stated to you - ~e - trust therefore that your 
~ 

deliberate & f inal decision will accomplish for us the enjoy-

ment of t he benef t so fri endly intended , for services rendered 

to them, i n their d i stress , by the Creek Delegat ion who were 

then act i ng with full power s in behalf of their nation . If 



your decision shall r esul t to t he reverse of our expectat i ons, 

upon that subject we shall never more open our mouths . 

We are Sir, most re s pectful ly your -

f riends 

John Ridge 

Davi d Vann 

(OIA: 1833 . Che. okees East (Agency) .B.F . Currey Cornr . Pet i tion 
of Ridge & Vann . ) 
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Che rokee Agency May 26 1833 

Elbert Herring Esqr. 

Comt Ind Affs 

Sir 

Enclos ed you will f i nd a pet i tion to the Honl secy of 

War signed by Jn° Ri dge & David Vann members of the national 

Commit tee f or t he Cherokees 

Thei r zeal of late in tryi ng to bring about a Treaty 

between their tribe & the Govt has induced me at their request 

to forward this petition through you and request that i t shall 

be conside r ed and decided upon as early as the nature of the 

case will admit 

They inform me the Creeks said they would pay i t if 

the secY of War had required 1 t i nstead of ·saying "they" 

ought to do so" 

Very Respectfully 

Your Mos t Obt Servt 

Ben F . Currey 

(OIA: 1833 Cherokees East (Agency ) B. F. Curr ey Comr . 
Petition of Ri dge & Vann . ) 
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Arkansas Cherokee Nation 

June the 11~~ 1833 

Deair Sir 

I have been looking for letters from some of my old 

friends in all most evry Mail Sence I landed heair . but has 

not hard since we all landed heair Safe but not Sound My 

self and familey was allmpst unanimosley Sick On the River 

the weather and water was so warm But thanks be t o God sence ~e 

all got out we air on the . mend and is all able to work at this 

time We air living about 4 miles from Vineyard - p- office 

and is trying to make a little corn I have not Explord t he 

country mutch as yet but what I have Seen of the country I 

am well pleased withit. indeed - I have not Seen so very 

maney fresh graves as I expected I find good water good 

land and Some good timber and Exclent Range for Stock I 

think we have the best upland in this country that ever I 

Saw My Son William has 3 good Springs close a Round whair 

he is settled all Excelent water and lasting Springs heair 

is a plenty of unsettled country for a grai t maney .of the 
a 

Cherokees if tha would come on to it and I think it is fair 
~ 

prefable country than whair tha now liv Eaven if tha could live 

thair in peas - I had an intervew with John Jolley the prin

cipal Cheaf the other day .at his own house and he appeaird 

to be glad to see me he Sais he Stands Ready with open 

Hands to Receave all that will come and it is his hole kaP~ 

Heairts De Sier that the Cherokees Should all come and be 

one Nation and one people I find thease people Excedenaley 



frendly to me and mine and al l uni t ed with the Exceptions of 

Some drunken white men I never could Expect aney better na

bours than I f i nd Heai r both with the Cherokeeas and in the 

white Settlement and a good maney old ac quaintances and all 

the - Cherokee s and whi t es of my former acuaintances apeaird to 

be glad t o See me and my familey come I wrode 40 Miles the 

other Day to See the Agent of our Nation - Capt Vashon whom 

I was well pl eased with I went to See about Drawing our head 

Rights and Rashions and allso what was coming to 1~ & G- W

Harnage and aRe Capt Vashon informed us that neither Major 

Curey nor the Secutary of ar had given him aney instructions 

to pay it over he Sais he has the money all in hand and is 

anxious t o Receive an order to pay the money over he Sais he 

is tiard keeping it I wish you would inform Major Curey that 

we Reque st him as our best friend to wright Amediatley to the 

Agent as he said he will obey aney order t hat Major Curey will 

Send . in Regai rd of the Matter I wish you to inform the Major 

to Wright Cap t Vashon a Mediatley as we act ualey Stand i n kneed 
on 

of some money to by Stock Milks Cows and hogs & s o ~ My Expenses 

from our old homes out to My Son wms was i n all $7 . 15 ,, 62~ and 

it has left us without funds to by aney t h i ng - I wi sh you or 

Major curey one or both would wri ght . to me a mediatley and i n

forme Me of all the Matters of i mpor tance that i s going on i n that 

cuntry and bow Mrsers Joseph &c comes on and what tha have done 

with my black Ma i r and al l so I wi sh to heair what the head men 
ees 

of the cherok~ is going t o doo if tha will t re a t or Stay 

whair tha air untill t ha air turned out do es I am anxi ous 
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to heair from you all tell My friend John ~iller I am afraid 

he has told me lyes he promas ed me he would right to Me but 

have not seean aney let ters as yet My hearet is Desieres in-

deed to heair from you al~ and My old fields i n Georgia I 

would like allso to heair Eaven from My Enimies 

Pleas e giv my Respects to All inquiring F lends and 

Request Major Curey as a Friend to wright to the Agent and 

for yourself you have the best wishes of your 

Obdt Friend Ambrose Harnage 

Col Hugh Montgomery 

(OIA: 1833 Cherokees East (Emigration) Ambrose Harnage to 
H. Montgomer y. Pleased with western country . ) 

so 
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Washington City - Jany. g~h 1834 . 

Hon.L~wis Cats: 

Sir, 

Mefs~8 John Ri dge & David Vann, of the Cherokee nation, 

believe they have a claim upon the U. s . for services rendered, 

as Special Delegates of the Creek Nation, in the negotiation of 

a treaty at this place, between that nation & the Government, 

in the year 1826. I understand you had some, if not the chief 

agency, in making the Treaty alluded to, on the part of the United 

States. Will you please to state in reply , whether said Ridge 

& Vann did act as Special Delegates of the Creek Nation on that 

occasion? and whether they rendered important aid in bringing 

the negotiat ion to a succefsful termi nation? 

If you know, please state any understanding which may have 

taken place, as to the mode & measure of their compensation - and 

any other matter connected with the subject . 

I have the honor to be, 

very respectfully 

your obt. svt. 

C. C. Clay 

P.S. I would be glad to r eceive an answer by Saturday next. 

c.c.c. 

(OIA: 1834. Cherokees Hon. C.C.Clay. Claims of Ridge & Vann 
under Treaty 1826.) 



(COPY) ~est. Cherokee Nation 

Agent ' s Office, January 17th 1834. 

The Hon: Commifsioners 

Gentlemen, 

I n ob.ediance to your instructions of 26th December, 

enclosing a Memorial of sundry Cherokee Immigrants, I have the 

honor to enclose herewith, a copy of my letter to the Chiefs 

requestin their attention to the subject, and their official 

reply to the whole subject of complaint; embracing their view 

of the cause of the existing difficulties , and of the prefsing 

necefsity that exists for the adoption of the requisite measures 

to sett le the present and prevent futur e difficulties: together 

with the President's reply to a communication from the Chief, 

Major Jolly, and a copy of a communication from the Departme t 

in reply to a Delegation from eastern · cherokees , which exhibits 

all the information upon the subject, in my pofsefsion . 

Permit me to exprefs the hope that you . ill afford the 

Cherokee Chiefs, & Councilors , the earliest convenient oppo~tunity 

of meeting you in Council, at Fort Gibson, to negotiate such 

supplementa ry treaty stipulations, as may be deemed requisite 

to remove every embarrafsing di ffi culty . 

The subject is thus presented to your notice , under a strong 

conviction of its importance and of the benefits to be derived 

from your early official action upon all points connected with 

the subject, and is therefore most earnestly recommended to your 

favorable consideration. 

Most respectfully 

Hon: Montfort Stokes Your most obedient servant 

Prest Board U. s. Commifsioners Geo: Vashon, Agent. 

Fort Gibson 



West~ Cherokee Nat i on 

Agent s Offi ce 28~~ January 1834 

Mefs~8 Jolly, Bl ack Coat & ~ebber , 

Pr incipal Ghiefs 

Gentlemen, 

The. answer of the Hon: Commifsioners , to your communica 

tion in r eply t o the complaints exhi bited in the Memorial of 

the Emigrant s, is herewith presented f or your consideration . 

I t demonstrates clearly ad fully, that und ,r the treaty 

of 1828 , the whole of the Eastern Cherokees acquired an equal 

right wi th yourselves , to make this country their permanent 

home . 

The Commifsioners state , that you ought not to apprehend 

tha t any injustice is intended or willbe done by a reexam nat ion 

of t he distri bution of the Annuity , between . the Ea stern and Tiest 

ern Cherokees: and that you may rest afsured that your treaty 

stipulations will never be violated . 

I t is very unfortunate that any erronious opinions should 

be entert ained relat ve to your treaty stipulations; a nd the 

Commifsioners are willing if y ou wish it , . to call a ounci 

fo r t he purpose of concluding an additional article to your 

l a te treaty , which would have the good effect of remov ng 

the se erronious imprefsions : and ther efore I advise you as 

a fri end t o consent to ente r into an additional article with 

the Commifsi one r s decla r a t ive of the right of all the Eastern 

Cherokees t o r emove t o the Country afs i gned to you and them 

by your treaty of 1828. 
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And when that is done, the 'Delegation you wish to send , 

would than have it mor e full y i n their po~er to promote the 

harmony which ough t t o exis t be t ween the E stern and 7estern 

Cherokees; and fo ~ su ch purpose , every faci~ity on the part 

of the Commifsioners i s pr omi s ed , wi th an af surance of their 

friendship and wi ll i ngner s t o l i sten attent i vely to all your 

suggestions , and als o t o co operate i n any meas re to promote 

the hi ghest we l fare and prosperity of the nat on , consistently 

with t he r i hts of others . 

ost sincerely 

Your friend 

Geo: Va shon , Agent 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees ( Ves t ) S . C. Stambaugh, Sec ' y to Comrs . 
Cop i e s o Vashons supplemental t reaty , etc . ) 



COPY No . 1 

CORRESPONDENCE 

Between the Commifsioners of Ind i an 

Affairs , .'est, 

and Captn Vashon, U. S . Agent for 

' estern Che rokees, . 

and the Chi efs of t hat Nat ion . 

Antecedent to the Treaty arrangements 

entered into between Cap~n Vashon and 

the Cherokee Chi efs , 

Feb? 10th 1834. · 

Comm .s' office, 

For t Gibson , Feb.y 17, 1834 

S . C. Stambaugh, 

Sec .ty Comrs . 



Commissioners Office 

Fort Gibson Dec~ 26th 1833 

Cap~ George Vashon 

Agent of the Cherokees . est . 

Sir, 

The ~nc losed memorial of t he Cherokee Emigrants , who 

have come to this Country since the Treaty of 1828, has been 

laid before the Commifs i oners . 

Desirous to g i ve them a res ectful answer to their [em

erial, we beg leave to refer i t t0 you , and request you to 

state to us the fac ts of the case together with all the in-

formation ~· pofsefs or may be able to obtain in relation t o 

the subject, with such remarks on thei r claims, a s You may 

think proper, and applicabl e to their situation in the Cnerokee 

Nation West , who made the Treaty of -1828 . 

Ve are wi th respect , 

Your obt: Servants .

M. Stokes, 
( Signed) 

H. L . El lsworth 
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To the Hon: 

The Comm1fs1oners 

Sirs 

e t he unde r signed Citizens of the Cherokee ration west , 

and Emigrant s f r om the Nation East of t he Mifsi~s ipp i ;- do for 

ourselves a nd in behalf of all the Emigrants .now in this voun

try, humbly show , that there was a Treaty concluded on the 6th 

.~ ay 1828 , between this Nation and the Gen~ Government , in which 

i t was stipulated that all those of their bretheren east of 
who 

the i fsi fs i pp i Awhished to Emigrate , and join the ir brothers 

~est , should b e entitled to Certain benefits there in specified . 

And from the sense of tha t Treaty with it s preamble , it was not 

only Expected by the Emigrants , but i ntended by the Government 

that they s hould be received a friends and brothers and be 

united to them as one people ; but Cont r ary to our warm Expec -

t ations and the fair promises of the Government we have been 

s adly disappointed , or we have not as yet enjoyed those 

pr i vileges t ha t was ant icipated we should previous to our 

Emigrat on, for which we feel much agrieved , and vould hum

bly r epresent the following particulars as our grievances . 

1 • . .. o pa tic pat on in the annuities paid this 

ati on. 

2 .... No privilege of hav ng blacksmiths work done 

a t the pl a ce shops created by Stipulat i o wi th the Gover ent . 

3 • . •. Not permitted to send our children to the pub 
s chool 

lic ~created by the s cho ol fund appropriated in the Tr eaty of 

1 828, unde r which we emegrated . 



4 •••• No representation in Gen~ c ounc i l 

5 •••• Not Entitl ed t o h old any post of hono r or 

pr off i t . 

The ab ove named greivances we cons i der a s involy i ng our 

dearest r i ght s as well as tho se that may he r eafter comb and 

reel muc h oppr i f:sed by the conduc t of our chief ' s and Coun-

ci l lor·s . 

Your humbl e pa r ti tioners would further represent that this 

question has be en a matter of f requent discus s ion v1ith our Chief ' s 

and vouncillors bu t they have i nvari ably denounced us . ~here 

now mus t we seek r edref s , but to the fa i th of that Government 
--. 

which told us, '' go to the .re s t i f You want to , I will pay Your 

way , be y our protector 'Nhen you arrive at Your permanent home , 

and see t hat You enjoy all the privileges justly due you . 

Having f a i th i n the promises of the Government and th ough 

your med iat i on we fjrmly believe the question may be settled . 

Be i ng anxi ous to have this important question dec i ded , 

we appeal to Your Hon~ Bodies as the only alternative for redrefs, 

and pray that Your Ron! Bodi es cal the Qheifs on this question 

and ef fect a mutual compromise . 

And in uty bound Your humble partit ioners ever pray . 

(Signed ) Edwd icks 

De c:r 2o th 1833 . !I Andr ew [ . Vann 

!I c. Vann 

II J no Jo rdan 

II Jno Sheppard 
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To , 

Gent : 

Cheroke e Agents Off ice 

29th De cember 1833 . 

Mefs~~ Jolly, Bl ack Coa t, & Jebber , Principal Chiefs 

The Hon: Commifsioners have refer~ed to me , - the memorial 

of several Cher okee Emigrants , f or themselves and in behalf of 

all t he Emigrants uncer the Tr aty of 6~~ t ay 1828 , exhibit ng 

the vari ous greivances of which they complain , and soliciting 

t he int erpos i tion o the Commifsioners to releive them from 

the g r eivances therein complained of . 

I n r eferring this memori al to me the Commifsio ers ex-

refs a des i re to be put in pofsefsion of such in ormation 

upon the sub·ect as would enable them more fully to g ive the 

memoriali s t s an appropriate reply to each particulRr greivance 

therein stated ; and have with that view made it .my duty to com

munic a t e t o them all the fac ts of the case , together with all 

t he inf ormat i on I may be able to obtain in r e l at ion to the par

ticular points of Compl aint , and applicabl to their present 

situati on . And with a sin ce re desire to obtain the respect 

ful consideration due t o the sub ject , I herewith present the 

said memor i a l to Your off i cial notice , vith an Earnest re 

quest that You wil l i nform me of the Causes that gave r i se to 

the whole subj ec t of Comp l a i nt , the objec t of adopting the 

restrictive measures upon t he exercise of Equal pri v leges 

on t he pa r t of Emigrants unde r the Treat y of 5t h May 1828 , 

of the contemplated duration of said r estr i c t ive measures 

as regards the Claims of said Emi gr ants to an equal partic i-
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pa tion i n the exerc i s e of nl l t he r i ghts and pri vi leges of 

Citi zens of the ~ estern Cherokee Nation ; together with any 

suggestions t hat You may thi nk proper to make in Connec t ion 

wi th the sub j ect of sa i d Memor i al . 

The Ron: Commi f s ioners 

Gentl emen 

Mos t r espectful ly ?.. , sincerel y 

Your friend 

(Signed) Geo: Vashon 

Agent 

es t Cherokee at i on 

Agent s Offi ce Ja1~ 17 . 1834 

I n obedience t o your instructions of 26th 

De e r Encl os i ng the W!emo ri a l o~ sundry Cherokee Emigrants , 

I have t he honor to encl~ e herewi th a copy of my letter 

to t he Chiefs, request ing t hei r at tent i on to the subjec t, 

and t he i r off i ci al reply to t he whol sub j ect of c omplaint , 

embracing t he i r vi ew of the cause of the exi s t ng d i ff i cul

ties and of the pr efsing ne cefsity that exi sts for the 

ad option of the requisite measures to se t tle the pres ent 

and prevent future difficultie s ; t ogether wi th the Presi 

dent ' s rep l y to a communi cat ion f r om the Chi ef ( ~a jor 

J ol ly) and a copy of a communicat i on from the Department 

i n reply t o Delegati on from Easte r n Cherok e es whi ch exh i bits 
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all the inf ormati on upon the subject in my possession . 

Permi t me t o exprefs the hope that You will afford the 

Cherokee Chiefs and Councelors , the earliest convenient op

portunity of me e t i ng You i n Council , at Fort Gibson to nego

ciate such supplamentary treaty stipulations , as may be deemed 

requi s i te to remove every embar rafsing difficulty . 

The subject is thus presented to Your notice under a 

strong conviction of its imp0rtance , and of the benefits to 

be derived from Your early official action upon all points 

connected with the subject, and is therefor most earnestly 

recommended to Your favourable consideration . 

Hon Montfort Stokes 

Most Respec tfully 

Your most Obt . Servant 

( Signed) Geo : Vashon 

Agent 

Presd~ Board of Commifsioners 

Fort Gibson 

Cap~ G. Vashon 

U. S . Agen t 

Sir 

Cherokee 'Nat ion 

Januar•y 17th 1834 

we have had under considerat ion the .. cmorial presented 

to th9 Hon Commifsi oners, b y Edwd Hicks , A. M. Vann , C Vann , 
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John Jordan and JnQ ~heppard in behalf of al l the Emi gr ant s 

under treaty of 1828, complaining of greivance s produced in 

consequence of a regula t i on adopt ed by our Nati onal Gounc il 

in 1832, which excludes t h em, f or a limited t i me fr om a 

seat in our Council s &~ e have duly cons i dered the whole 

subject of comp l a j.n t emb r aced by the [emorialists , and we 

consider i t our duty, when thus charged with acting un

fri endly towa r ds our Emi grant Bretheren , to exhibit , in 

explana t i on of our a t i onal acts , an d of our views i n r ela

tion to the matters of compl a i nt in sai d memori al , the 

material fa cts connected with the subject . 

1 ~ hen the Memorialis t s Emigrat ed the. were welc omed as 

f r iends a nd Brothers , an d soon afte r t heir arrival they were 

chosen by our people to s erve in our ati onal Gouncils , and 

they were a lso plac ed i n the h i ghest stations therein ; they 

have r eceived liberal compensat ion f or all the i r publ i c 

service , out of the Annui t y du e exc l usively , by Treaty of 

1819 to the es t ern Cherokee s , and they rece i ved equally 

with us, a f ull share of the pre s en t f und allowed by the 

Government expr ef s l y t o provide the poor wi th . f arming ut en 

sils, spinning whe el s & cotton Cards . - And when they ex

pressed a desi r e t o vi s it •a sh ngton to Eff ect an a rrange 

ment with the uovernment to promot e t eir exclusive intere st, 

a portion of our Annuity was Cherefully fur nished t o a i d 

them. These facts if forgotten, cannot b e deni d ; t h e 

records of Your Office exhibits abundant tes t i mony i n 

support of the truth of this statement . 
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The circumstances which afterwards led to the existing 

change in our political afsociation, and now complained of 

by the Memorialists , was beyond our controul, and consequent 

ly the measure adopted wa s obvious ly one of urgent necefsity; 

tbe !e stern Cherokees had a l arge amount of Claims und e r 

Treaty of 1828, for Cost and trouble of recovering stray 

stock, and a larger amount of Clai"·1S f or depredations com

mitted upon their stock , in which the Emegrants had no inter

est whatever, and great solicitude wa s felt for an early set

tlement of them, and as difficulties of a very unpleasant and 

embarrafsing nature existed at t.he time , and the course there 

in pursued by the Memorialists, was disapproved of by the peo

ple generally who attended the Council, it wa s by them deemed 

expedient, with a view to prevent a farther increase of the 

then existing difficulties , to exclude them .from· a seat in 

Council until time was afforded to adjust our own Separate 

businefs without the dictation of those who, by an indiscreet 

exercise of their influence had pr oduced a state of things 

which made it indispensably necefsary that we shou~d adopt 

the measure deemed r equi site to restore the tranquillity 

which had been thus interupted . 

In the investigation of the rights of the Emigrants it 

appeared to us that Justice requires that their portion of 

Annuity yet payable Eas t, ought to have been made payable 

~est, when they emigrated; and that until their said portion 

should be paid ~est , we deemed it both just and Expedient to 

keep to ourselves the Controul and management of businefs 



exclusively our own, and accordingly adopted the measure com

plained or by the Memorialists . They state their greivances 

to be. 

1 •••• No parti c tpation in the nntuity paid the 

Nat ion 

2 •.•• No privilege of having Blacksmith work done 

at the public Sho s erected by St ipulation ~ith the Gov~ 

3 ••• • Not permitted to send their Chi l dren to the 

public schools erected by the School fund provided in the 

Treaty of 1828 , under vhich t hey emigrated . 

4 •••• No representat i on in general Counci l 

5 . • • • rot entitled to hold any post of Honor or 

prof.fit . 

And conclude by appealing to the Hon: Commifsioners 

for their Offici al aid to effect a removal of the cause 

thereof . 

In answer t o the .emorial we have to exhibit to the 

notice of t he Hon: Gommifsioners , the reasons which induced 

us to beleive that we a r e not justly char geable wi th having 

violated any r i ghtful Claims of the Memor ialists, existing 

either under Treaty provision or suppor t ed by principals 

of justice . -

To the 1st Complaint of the [emmrialists , we reply that 

the Emigrants have not any just Claim upon the Annuity paya

ble ~ est pt Treaty of 1819 , which stipulates that thereafter 

one third of the Cherokee Annuity shaJ l be paid to the 

Arkansas Cherokees , including as such those then enrolled for 

emigration under said Treaty 
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The Treaty of 1828 , Conta ins no provision upon this 

subject, nor can it be just l y inferred from any ai'ticle . 

therein, that the stipulat i on , made with a vi ew to induce 

others to Emigrate , Contemplated any alteration in the pre 

existing stipula t ed r i ghts of the parties in the division 

of the Annuity by Treaty of 1819 , by which two thirds is 

mad e t he propert y of the E stern and one third thereof of the 

Mestern Cheroke es; the just Claim of those to whom the An

nuity payable vest rightfully belongs , would be disregarded, 

if t he Cl a i m of the emorialists was admitted . 

In reply to the 2d & 3d point of Complaint aet fo rth 

by t h e iemori alists , we have to stat that the stipulat on 

with the Government f or the erection of Black Smith Shops 

has not ye t been carri ed into effect ; that only one of the 

Schools has yet been put in oppera ion out of the fund pro

v i ded by Treaty of 1828; and that the exclusion of Emigrant 

Children, was not an enti e exclusion , but me rely limited , 

until t h i rty I nd i an children could be placed thereat pursuant 

to the a r rangement of the Cherokees , who wished to continue · 

the opperation of the Scbool they es t abli s hed in the Country 

below, befor.e we moved up t o our present Country; the measure 

of Ex clusi on was adopt ed s olel y wi th a vi ew to guard against 

the probabilit y of the s chool being ii~ed up with the chi l 

dren of whi t e Emi grants t o the exclus on o · the Children of 

the Cherokees, who vi shed the School to be Continued upon 

the Original plan. Aft er s e curing the admifsion of said 

children, t he ~migrants wer e rec e i vable at said school to 



the extent of the abil i ty to ac comidate ; every other school 

in the Na ti on ha s a l ays _b een open t o them, and at which they 

have a l ways had a full share of accomi dation . -

An d in expl anation of the 4th and 5th subjects of com

plaint we have only .to remark , that our Councillors a re paid 

fo r thei r services , out of the port ion of Annui~y secured to 

the ~e stern Cherokees by Treaty stipulation , t~at nearly the 

whole o f our public businefs s · nce 1832 related to the ad just

ment of businefs i n which the 1emorialists have no interest; 

and beleiving ourselves competent to the management of our un

fini shed businefs , we deemed it most experient and safe to ke ep· 

the Controul of our said seperate interest , until it could be 

final ly settled; and so soon as this object can be accomplished , 

and the Emigrants portion of nnuity yet payable east , shall be 

made payable Je st , the existing objection to their holding seats 

in our National ~ouncil will be entirely removed , and their 

t i t le to posts of Honor and proffit &c c c unimpaired -

Hav ng thus fully and we hope satisfactorily r e sponded 

to the Complaints of the remorialists , we would not beg leave 

t o pre s ent to notice , and to solicit the attent on of the Hon 

commif sioner s to the views entertained by us of our Stipulated 

right s generally under the Treaties of 1817 , 1819 1828 . 

The seven million acres ceeded to us here is considered 

in lieu of the uantity ceeded to the Uni ted States , by us in 

f ormer Treaties ; t e provision authorizing the emigration 

from East t o est, i s conside r ed as providing for a portion 

only, and not f or the hole Nation , those who Emigrate under 
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said provisions we ar e bound t o admit a s permanent settlers , 

but if new arrangements shuu d be be made , without our con

sent, f or the emigration of the whole of the Eastern Cherokees , 

we think t hat v.e shoul d have · a right to say that we ought not 

to be b ound by stipulations t o vhich we never assented . -

We have solicited the Government to permit us to be re 

presented i n the negociation Gontemplat ed to be had ~ith the 

Che rokees East , and to which the Hon: Secretary replies there 

is no object i on; but this does not secure to us , the exercise 

of our j ust right to representation therein . -

~e a r e apprehensive that if we are not represented in the 

Contempla t ed negociation with the Old nation that thereafter 

difficul t i e s amongst ourselves will arrise, without any ade 

quate p r ovi sion ~or their f i nal or satisfactory adjustment ; 

and therefor we not solicit t e a i d of the Hon: commifsioners 

to procure for us , the meanes which would enable us to exercise 

this r equis i te privilege , or if the Hon : ommifsioners can sug

gest any other mode by which we can ward off the difficulties 

apprehended , we would promptly embrace it . 

We united with our Emigrant Bretheren in an application 

to the Pres i dent f o their portion of the Anntuit payable 

East, to be made payable e s t ; and from the reply with which 

we we re honored we were led to appre end that it is ontemplated 

to make a r edivision of the whole Cherokee Annuity upon a new 

enumeration of the Cheroke es Eas t and Ve st; th s vie .does not 

correspond wi t h our unde r s t nding of the tipulation upon the 

subject in Treaty of 1819. le thi nk that justice requires that 
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-
the Emigrants portion should be deducted according to their 

number from the part made payable East , and added to the 
the 

part made by said Treaty payable vest , - hen old settlers 

emigrated unde r Treaty of 1817 & 1819 they had secured t o 

them one third of the Che r okee Annuity, and a Country equal 

in extent, acre f or acre , to that ceeded by them to the United 

States. 

But now Emi gr amts come here without land or annuity, and 

claim under Treaty of 1828 the same rights to land and annui ty , 

as though they had Emi grated under Treaty of 1819. To this we 

have a r i ght to object , until trey are place d here upon an equal 

footing with ourselves . They were entitled t o a portion of land 

and annuity East, and when they come here , expecting to enjoy 

all r i ghts and benefit s of Country and annuity , their said por

tion we think ought to be added, to thi s nation , they should 

not throw away their rights East , and then clai m them west . 

Vhen the Old Setlers heard of the ~t ipulations of the 

Treaty of 1 828 explained , they i mn1ead i ately objected to Emi 

grants coming here , without land or annuity . -- Our Delegation 

were not aut ~ o •i zed to make such ~tipulation, but the Agent 

(Ma j: Duval) assured us tha t all would be r i ght , that after a 

while l and and Annuity would be provided f or Emi grants also ; 

and upon which promise e confi dentially relied It may be 

supposed tha t the seven millions of acres ceeded to us by 

Treaty of 1 828 , was a greater uantity than we were entitled 

to under the pr ovisions of the Treaty of 1817 & 1819, but 

this is not the fact, the Gover~~ent l and offices were searched 



to ascert a i n the quant i ty ceeded to the United States by said 

Treatie s, and from the best info mation that could be obtained , 

the quan~ity ceeded was fairly estimated at seven mill ions of 

a c r es; and for which the Treaty of 1828 , provided in accordance 

with t he i nstructions given to our Delegation, and wi th their 

Of·fici a l Communication to the Department upon this subject . 

~e were entitled to seven millions acres, and would have 

got it , without , as well as with the unauthorized provision 

rel ative to Emi gration· -

That Stipulati on was introduced without proper authority , 

a nd against our Consent , and our Delegation ran the risk of 

f orfei ting their lives for this breach of the fa ith we had 

repos ed in them . It was obviously introduced to promote the 

views of the Government; and its effe~t upon us , unlefs time

ly it¢~ti prevented by the Goverlli~ent , will inevitably l ead 

to our dest ruction as a people ; and therefor we Emb race this 

opportunity of exprefsing a just hope that its protect i ng 

car e to r eleive us from Evils t hat ap ear to be f ast approach

ing , will not longer be permitted to remain inactive . 

I t was solely with this view that we sought to secure 

the right ful xercises of the privilege of being dul repre 

sented i n the Gontemplated negocia tion wi th the Eastern Cher

oke es. ~!e sti l l are and always have been both willing and 

desirous t o receive our Ea stern bretheren , and to become a 

united people , whenever an ar rangement could be effected , 

t hat would place us together upon principals of Equity 

Justice. I f t he Government wi s he s . to add the ~a stern Cherokees 
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to this par t of the Nation , l et them be sent here as we were , 

with their .Annuity and land acre for a c r e; that would place 

us all upon an equal footing , or i f such quant i ty of l and 

cannot be f ul ly provided , then i p lieu ther eof i ncrease the 

Annuity, or provide an ac ce ptable equival ent , i n wh i ch we 

should fa i rly pa r t i cipate · s uch an ar rangement appears t o be 

ind ispensably necefsar y t o guard us from the creat on of 

evils, which we a pprehend may be brought i nto existence by 

negociat i on between the Government and t he Ea s t ern herokees . 

The continued open n of Emi gration by Government from 

t i me t o t i me , wi t hout end , does not appear t o us t o corr e s 

pond wi th a just interpretati on of t he Tr eaty Stipulat i on upon 

t his subj ec t ; f or it is obvious tha t wi thout t he se curi t y to 

be af f orded by the Government i n a t i mely ad opt on of the 

r equi s ite r pre caut i onar y measures t o pre ser ve our stipulat ed 

r i ght s, that the ef fec t would unavo i dably b ec ome r uinous t o 

us. And wi thou t such pre ~autionary securi t y i s timely a f 

forded by the Gove r nment, we submit f or Consider at i on a pi c 

ture of t he s i t uation i n which we may ultimately be plac d , 

after encount ering al l thenhardships , dangers , a nd d i ff i cul t i e s 

of secur i ng a ountry fo r t he final home of the herokee 

pe opl e . -

,.,hen we emigra t ed nearly this whole uountry was i n a 

state of war, and in me eting its Con s e uence s , we l os t a 

large portion of our pe ople by the sicknefs that preva led 

fo r many years afte r our arrival; our peopl e we r e frequent 

ly plundered and some kill ed by t h e Os ages , on one side , and 
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on the other repeatedly har rafsed by unrul y whites , such 

was the state of thi ngs that we had to bear f or nine years. 

And after surmounting hardships of every kind , and 

provid ing a Country for th~ home of all the Che roV.ee people , 

10 

are we t o be overrun and put down in our own country by those 
is 

who never bore any part in our troubles; we hope not . This" a 

subj ec t of great inter es t and deeply connected ·lfith the f u t u r e 

happ i nefs of all the Cherokee people both East and les t . The 

diff i cult questions embraced can be properly adjusted only 

by the adopti on of such measures with the Government as wil l 

secu r e ample justice to all . This is all we desire , and s o 

soon as it can be effected, t he Emigrants will enjoy all the 

right s of Citizenship in every respect. 

~e therefor request - your friendly afsis t ance in present -

ing this deepl y interes ting subj ec t to the considerati on of 

t he Hon Commifsioners, and if an arrangement by Treaty stipula-

ti on can be effected to obtain t e security against t he app re -

hended evil herein stated , to endeavour to procure a meet ing 

in a council fo~ that purpose , as soon as their Convenience 

wil l admit . 

os t respectfully 

Your fri ends . 
his ) 

(Si gned) John Jolly X )Principa l. 
mark ) 
his )Chi efs 

Bl a ck Coat X ) 
mark ,.~e stern 

Test. his ) 
·~'alter ebber X )Cherokees 

(Si gned) nrm Thornton mark ) 

sec~ c. N. 



Commifsione r s Office 

For t Gibs on Jan¥ 24 . 1834 

Sir , 

The Board have t he pleasure to a cknowledge t he receipt 

of you1, favoi' of the 17th I nst : enclosing the reply ofl the 

Cherokee Chi efs to the memorial of the Emi grants referr ed 

to You by the Commi fs i oners , also ; a copy of communication 

from the ~ar Dep~ t o Major John Jolly first Chief of the 

Cherokees Vest, and a copy of a letter from the same t o the 

Dele.ga tion of Eastern Cher·okees , together with your letter 

t o t he Chi ef s . 

The Commifsioners are happ to perceive so laudable a 

disposi t ion mani fested by the Chi efs , to admit their red 

Bro the rs who have emigrated from the East of the ifsifsippi; 

to all t he political rights &c privileges enjoyed here ; and 

it is hoped the reasons , which have i nduced the Arkansas 

Cherokees, to exclude for a limited time the r ecent Emi

grants f rom i mmunit i e s en joyed in the Nat i on genera lly , 

will soon cea se , and tha t all who reside here , will l ive 

in great es t harmony. 

i n a climate s o mild , a Count r y so fertile , and with 

a fre edom from the r es traints i mposed by State laws , i t i s 

fondly anti c i pat ed that the Cherokees may here become re 

united and maint a in t a t h i gh r ank and inf luence due to the i r 

superior acquirements 

While t he municipnl Concerns of the Na ti on a re confided 

to their own Councils the Commifsioners Cannot omi t t o no-
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tice some point s i n the communi cation of the Chi efs , believ

ing t hat f u rthe r refl ection vill convince them of t he ir er

roneous op i n i on s , and lead them t o adopt such a policy , as 

to satisfy both the Government and Eas tern Cherokees , that 

no obstacle wi ll be presented against future Emigrants . 

The Ch efs have observed that the elegation who made the 

Trea t y of 1828 had no authority to Consent to c erta n provi 

sions in the same . 

The Commifsi oners remark that after so long a time had 

el aps ed since the execution of the Treaty; its approval by 

t he Pres id ent and Senate , and its publicat on among the laws 

of t he land , it is t o be regr e t ted that an objection of this 

nature shoul d be s tarted aga i nst the fulfilment of the same . 

It is. fully bel ei ved by the Government that the permanent 

welfare of the tiheroke e Nat i on and especially :bhe Eastern 

Cherokees ha s been promoted by tie Treaty of 1828 , whi ch re 

moves them from perplexi ty and embarrasment of State laws , 

and white ne i ghbours . 

Nor is it thought expedi ent to question the purity of 

t he mot i ve s of Ei ther party in making a Treaty s o evidently 

beneficial to the w ite and r ed man . An examinat i on of the 

Trea t y pr oves most c l early that the Ves t ern hero ee s er e 

d esire s to find a permanent home beyond the reach of Ter

ritorial . l aws of Arkansas . I t appears from the present let

t er of the Uhi efs that the danger was very grea t from hos 

tile Indi ans f ar t he r ' es t, nd it is very natural that the 

Cherokees in addition t o t he ti c s of Cons anguinity strongly 
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desired the Emigrat ion o f t heir Eas t ern brother s to strengthen 

their hands in a more remote l ocat i on . 

Had then the Cherokees ' est no obj e c t in making the Tr eaty 

of 1828, but to free t hems e lves f r om t he oppe r at i on of the laws 

of 1~fhi te men? 

Desi r i ng t h e removal of Br others stil l lef t behind stipu 

lations we re i nserted i n the Tr eaty binding t he Gove rnment i n 

exp enditure s f or Emi gration . 

Both t he Govt and ~est ern Cherokees at this time of the 

treaty were anxi ous that the whole nation should be accomidated 

together west of the Mi fs i fs i ppi . Can the r e be a doubt on thi s 

subject ? ; can language more clear and dec i sive be f ound than 

the ords of the treaty , v i z "I t ¥as to secure to the Cheroke e 

Nation of I nd ians as well those now living wi thi n the limits 

of the TerJ•i t ory of Arkansas as those of' the i r fri ends and 

brothe rs who r es i de i n St a t e s eas t of the ~i si fs i ppi and who 

may wish to joi n t hei r br others o the wes t a permanent home . " 

The se unequivocal ords wi ll not admit us to confine the lim

i t a t ion t o a port on only of t he he1·okee ation a s t . 

I any t h ing more i s wan ting t o s ho v t he des i gn and in

t e nt ion o the Dele gation who mad· the Tr ea t y i t may be sai d 

that t he Govt was bound to gi ve each head of a family resi ~ ing 

in Ge orgia or e i t he r of the t a t es e ast of t h e '" f s i fsi ppi a t 

the time of enro l ment f or Emi gr at ion , a r ifle , blanket , k e t 

t l e and f ve pound s of tobacco - to each member o the fami ly 

a blanket, b esides t he expense of r emoval and suppor ting t h em 

all f or t welve mont hs , and making comp ensat i on f o r i mp r ovements 

abandone d, was to be born by Gov~ - Le st this should not be 1n-



ducement enough, Gov~ wa s bound to pay an addi tional sum of 

fifty dollars to each head of a family who vould bring four 

more with him p r ovided they came from Georgia . ·~ ith t hese 

high obligat ions on the Gov~ can it be doubt ed that under the 

Treaty of 1828 those who came from t h e east side of the Jif-

sifsipp i had just as much right to set t le on the seven mil -

lion a c res as those who oame from Arkansas . 

Although the Chiefs notice several t i me s the injustice 

of t he Eastern Cherokees coming here without bringing thei r 

Annuities and land acre for acre , Yet t he Commifsioners are 

pleased t o notice the candid admifsion that i f t he Eastern 

Cherokees emigrate unde r t he Treaty of 1828 the Nation here 

is bound to receive them . Under t is concession then all 
now 

haveA a r i ght to come if they vish . The re is t hen a perfect 

r i ght secured to the Eastern Cherokees by virtue of t hi s 

Trea t y . 

The Commi fsioners t herefore regret to notice obj ections 

aga ins t the emi gration, if the emi grants came under any fur -

ther enc ouragements . 

II 

I t ~ust appear obvlous that no new Treat y nor new i nduce 

ment wi th the Cherokees east to hasten their removal can affect 

thei r r i ght already acquired . I f a new t reaty with tho s e eas t , 

affected i n the leas t the r i ghts of those here , then t ere 

might be ground of complai n t , but not otherwise. I f t hen the 

Gov~ by any f i r considerat i on offere the Cherokees east 

should pr ocure t he ir r empval, t his c ons i der at i on cannot 

diminish the rights of the Cherokees east under treat y of 



1828, any more than an agreement to change the mode of convey

ance and b ring them in Steam Boats i nstead of flat Boats - The 

moment t he Eastern Cherokees arrive here, (no matter how they 

came , ) all would be c ome one people prot ected alike under the 

Treaty . 

Those who first a rri ved would select place s unocupied , 

t his benefit of s elect ion great indeed the present Cherokee s 

hav e already enjoyed . .The Chiefs remark that they understood 

the present l and secured by treaty was g iven in exchange acre 

for a cre for that ce eded by them east of r if'sifsippi . Such is 

be l eived not to be the fact; it has never been supposed b Gov~ 

that e ither the lan~ ceeded on the east side of the 1ifs ifsippi 

or that held by the Cherokees in Arkansas , was equal by several 
to 

mil l ions , that secured by present treaty of 1 828 . By reference ,... 

t o Treaty Book page 466 . the quantity of land ovmed by Chero-

kees in Arkansas , (be ng acre f or acre or wha t wa s ceeded east 

of i~ifsifsippi) appears t o b e about 4 000 . 000 a cres . But ad

mitting it to be true that the quant ity ce~ded by the Cherokees 

t o be greater , this does not vary the r i ghts of the parti e s . 

There is probably more land unocupi ed wi thi n the limit 

of the 7 . 000 . 000 of acres than w 11 be ever needed by all the 

Cherokee Emigrants , and it is not pretended by t he Cher okees 

here that they can dispose of the sur plus . In addi t ion t o 

this the Gov~ gave t he Cherokees of Arkansas · 50 . 000 dollars 

besides other benefits , and incurred a great r e sponsib ili ty 

to r emove all whi t e settlers from the l and now ocupied by the 

a ti on . And the Commifsioners further remark that while the 

Gov~ i s anxi ous t o provi de for all the wants of the Red men , 

they a r e s or ry to see obje c t i on s r aised aga inst the quantity 
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or land, especially when it is so clea r·l y i nt i ma t ed that this 

difficulty can be obviated by pecuniary considerations . ;!uch 

has been said here ag R-in st the r i ght of the Eastern Cherokees 

to emigrate unde r t he Treaty of 1828 . The Commifsioners are 

desirous to cor~ect an i mpref sion erron ious as it is injurious , 

by making a supplementary article declarative of the r ghts of 

the East ern Che roke e s to remove to this Country afsign ed by 

said treaty . I n asking this of the Chero ees· wes t it is to be 

remembered, that they have intentionally or unguardedly denied 

the r i ght of t he i r Eastern brothers to set tle on the land in 

Common with t hemselves . Should the Chiefs be wil l ing to recom

mend this supp l ementary article, a Council will be ca led at 

an ear l y day . 

The Commi s s ionens would not feel justified in Calling a 

Council to propose any article diminishing the full r ight of 

the Easter n Cherok ees to emi gate under the treaty of 1828 . 

'71th r e spec t to the des i re mani fested by the Cherokees 

here , to be repre s en ted in vouncil with the Cheroke e s East ~ 

the ap robati on o the Gov~ as the 0 hiefs have observed has 

already been communicat ed t o them . Should however the Chero

kees west , contempla te by this representation a denial of the 

r ight of the East ern Cherokees to remove to this count r y, o , 

object to the s ame unl efs upon certain c ondi t ons a c ceptable 

to thos e he re; such a represent ation wou d not meet the approba

tion of Gov~ as it woul d add inc reas ng embar rasment to present 

negociations. But should the Cherokees hero desire to meet the 

Eastern Cherokees to harmoni ze t he t wo par t ies and to encourage 

the emigration a Delegation mi ght be produc t i ve of the most 



/ 

happy effects, and will meet with every fac 1 ty on the part 

of the Gommifsioners . 

It- is confidently ·hoped that there will be no groundle:rs 

apprehension respecting a deficncy of land for the emigrants 

who may come , for Gov~ wi ll ever regard the wants of the Red 

men and provide for them . 

The Commifsioners afsure the Cherokee Chiefs of their 

friendship and their willingnefs to listen attentively to all 

t heir suggest io s and also to cooperate in any measure not 

inconsistent vi th the rights of others , to promote the high

est we lfare and prosperity of the Nat ion 

Per Order of the Board 

Copt Vashon 

Ag~ for Cherokees . es t 

.~y Friends 

(Si sned) Edward . A. Ellsvorth 

SectY. pro : tern: 

Department of ~tar 

April 12~~ 1832 

I have recg Your l etter of the 4th Ult~ an now proceed 

to communicate to you the views of the Pres i dent upon the 

various subjects, You have submitted for consideration . 

And 1st with respect to the extension of the Territory 

west ofthe Mifsifsippi, ,w1ich has been granted to your 

people . 



The Gov~ i s n ot pofse!sed of suff i c i ent i nfo mation t o 

enable them t o act defi nitely upon this mat ter a t pr esent ,

The topography of that r egion i s i mperfe ctly known , and there 

is s ome diff icult y i n the ad justment o f the boundaries between 

Yourselve s and the Creeks . every t h ing connected with thi s 

subject can be bet ter examined and cons i dered there , and with 

t h is vi ew the Pr esiden t ha s submitted to Congref s the exped 

iency of aut hor i z i ng t he a ppointment of three Commi fs oners , 

who can repair to that Country , and explore i t ; and who a r ter 

an exami na t i on of it s fert i lity and Extent , and of the numb e r s 

and Claims of your selves , and the Creeks , can report to he 

Gov e rn~ent a plan for your f i nal loca tion , which will be j us t 

and s a t isf a ctor y --

The Presi den t has not the slighte s t wish t o r estric t you, 

to narrow limits . The region af s i gned for the permanent res i

den ce o the Indjans i s abundantly extens ve , f or all the ob

jects of pr esent and f ut ure support , and it i s applicable to 

no other purpose . 0~ course i t will be d i vi ded among al l 

equitably , a11d a s soon a s ,he i nformation i n the po.fsefs i on 

of the Gov . wi l l render i t pofs i ble t o exe cut e thi s duty , 

you may r e ly upon just i ce being done t o your wan ts and 

c l a i ms. 

2 • ••• You ask to be allowed t o el ect a De legate to 

Congrefs , and f or a st i pula tion, that ou shal l be eventually 

admitted into the Union . 

The Pr esident c onsiders t he se matters wit hout the proper 

sphere of Indi an negocia ti ons and such a s should be determined 

onl y by Congrefs - The t rea ty of Hopewell ga ve you a Deput y t o 



Congrefs, not a Delegate . The members of that body were 

then termed Delegates and represented the States in their 

Sovereign Capacities; the deputy allowed to Your people had 

no right to a seat in Congrefs , he was merely the agent of 

the Cherokees, to s e rve as a medium of vommunication betwen 

your tribe and the United States. 

Congrefs then exercised executive as well a s the legis 

lative functio n s, and t herefo r this Agent was sent to them . 

Such Deputy the President is now willing to allow You, 

if You desi re it , who can reside at the Seat of Government, 

and be paid by the United States , and communicate the claims 

and wishe s of Your people . 

The President is willing to make the same provision up

on this subject as was made in the Ghoctaw Treaty; that is, 

to recommend che matter by a stipulation to the cons ideration 

of Congrefs; and this is as f ar as he is prepared to go. 

Your eventual political condition i s an obj ec t of great 

cons em to the American people, we offer you , ,,. est of the Mif

sifsippi, all the rights of self- government , with the excepti?n 

of such general supervisory authority as is essential to Your 

protection and to the preservation of the new relations, which 

are to spring up between You and us . '!hat we are further to 

do , must depend upon your increase in nuriibers, and upon our 

advancement in i mprovement and intelligence Great solicitude 

is every where felt fo . our permanent establishment , anu 

before long , all the questions , connected with it w 11 no 

d oubt be taken up and determined . This can better be done 

after You have reached the Country afsigned You, and when 



xour numbers, situation , and locat ion , and all t he Circum

stances of ,rour Condition can be as ce r ta ined an d c onside r ed . 

Till then You may safelY. l eave it , i n t he afsur•ance t hat the 

difficulti es , wh i ch have heretofor e exi sted i n Your inte r c our s e 

with us be i n g removed , all the ar rangements for the future will 

be made i n ~ s p i r i t of fri end sh i p and liber a l ity . 

3 •• . • You enquire wethe r the Governnent wil l treat 

seperate l y with t he bands of Your pe ople , occupying diffe r ent 

district s . 

To t his I answer , tha t we should pref er ma~ing an arrange 

ment with all Your pe op l e on the east s i de of the Jl i fs ifs i pp i 

f or the i r removal to the Ve st . n arrangement c ould be much 

more satisfactor ily made i n th s , than i n the f ormer mode , 

a c~ i g tugether , You would , by mutual explanations, come t o 

a gene ral under s t anding , and procur e such s tipulat on s , a s 

would b satis f actory to Your pe op le . But treating sepe rate 

ly , there will be d i s cordant views and inte r es ts , nd the 

lefs chance of t hat ami cable f eeling among your s elve s , wh i ch 

we a re s o d es i r ous of inculcating . 

Still however as the Pr esiden t bel ves that removal 

is e s sential t o your pr osper•ity , i f not t o your exi s t ence , 

he is unwil l ing , t ha t one p ort ion of your people shoul d : 

suffer by the unfortunate course of another . I f ther efo r , al l 

the Che rokee s , east of the !ifsi sippi , r e no t pr epa r e to 

ent e r into an ar rangemen ~ upon this subject , the Pr es i dent 

i s willing t o t re at sepe r ately wi t h the bands livi ng ~ithin 

the States o. Ge orgia , Al a bama , Tennefsee , en d o t C r olina , 

considering i t but equitable that the d i sposit i on o~ t e pof-



sotsory right of t he Indi ans t o t hese l ands , shoul d be nade 

by those, who a r e in actua l occupa tion of such lands -

It has be en t he prac t ice of the Goverru:tent , in other in

stances , t o r ecogni ze this r i ght , as exi sting in those , who oc 

cupy dif ferent d i s t r i cts , and to consider them as seperate bands 

fo r t hi s purpose . There can be no i njustice in the procedure 

for it en sur es to al l the prot ection of their property , and 

that they wi ll n ot be depr ved of it , without their own Consent , 

or the Cons en t of those who have a right t o represent them 

But · t h i s ar rangement can only be made w th the approbat i on 

of a maj ority of these divisions . If on your return , there 

should te no prospect of a general contract with your tribe , 

and i f a maj ori ty of the people in either of the dis t cts I 

have mentioned should incline to treat seperately , the Govern

me nt wi l l , on being sati sfied of thi s fac t , appoint persons 

to meet You in Counc i l , to conclude an arrangement , or will 

r e ce i ve a nd treat with Your Agents at this place . 

I n this arr angement You ask that provision for the fol 

lowing obj ect s may be made . 

1 ••. . Payment for utock . 

2 . . Payment for Yout• i mprovements , one half before 

emigr a tion, and on e ha l f aft er You have reached Your new 

count ry . 

3 •••• Trans portati on 

4 •• • . Subsisten ce fo r a year 

5 •••• An Annuity 

6 •• • • A pa t tent for the land s we st of the ~ifs ifsippi 

11 



All these provisions being s u ch in their general outline 

as have heretofore be en n1ade , Vi 11 be admitted unde r such lim

itations , and wi th such modifications as Circumstan c es may re 

quire ; 

4 . You r equest t hat th bnnui ty heretofore paid to your 

people should be hereafter _equitably divided among those who 

may remain and those who may r emove . 

To thi s th~ Presi dent sees no just objection agreeabl y . 

to t he p r esent mode of distribution , all Ind ian Annuities are 

to b e d i vided amon g the ind ividuals of the tribe, each is con

sidered to have an~ inte re st in this fund , which ought to be 

seperately pa i d to him . 

Th is mode of payment has al ready prevai led among the 

Nor thwestern Tribes ; and liable as the indians are t o be im

posed upon , it is obviously more just , than to leave the d s 

tribution to those w o have an interes t i n abusing the trust . 

By the t r e atie s of 1817 & 1819 the principle of d i stri bution 

i n proportion t o n umbers , between the eastern and western 

Cherokees was adopted , and by the l atter , this propor tion 

was fixed a t one third f o r the western and t wo third s f o r the 

Ea stern Cherok ee s . S i nce this the prop o r tion of numbers, has 

vari ed , and p r omise s yet more rapidl y t o vary ; and j ust i ce re

qui r e s , that the a nnuity should vary with i t . 

Th e Pr e s i dent wil l therefor cause this subj ec t again to 

be examined , and wil l adop t a s a p rinc i pl e , that this a n nuity 

shall be pai d , eas t and ~e st , i n prop o r t i on t o numbers . 

We have a lready d one this wi th r e s pec t t o the Shawnees , 

and a j ust regard , on the part of Your p e op l e , to the ~ights 
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of the whole , s~o .11ld prevent any objections to an arrangement , 

which vill merely operate to preserve to Your own bretheren their 

fair proportion of a fund , acquired by all , and destined f o r 

the use of a ll; on removi ng from one d ivisi on of y our tribe 

to another . 

5 •••• You ask al so, tha t the same advantages , which 

may be eventually secured to one portion o f ~our people , shall 

be secured to othe rs , who may emigrate prior to any f inal a r-

rangement of the whol e matter . 

To this the Pres id~nt sees no good objection , and he is 

illing to say to You, that such advantages a s may be ultimately 

given to any part o f Your pe ople , shall be a lso extended to 

those , who may emigrate after this p er iod, and before the final 

arrangement is ma de . But i n d o ing this , a jus t r egard i ll be 

had to whatever may have been previously done or suc h Emigrat 

ing party, ann t1e advantages se ctU~ed to them , will be taken 

into full consideration . It will therefor be a par ticipation 

in political privi eges , to h ich they wi ll be entitled · and an 

equitable pa r ti c i pation in the d ife rence between the other in

terests secured by these parties . And these interes t s mus t be 

of a gene ral na ture , and wi ll not embrace particular rese rva -

tions , whi h may be made . 

6 •••• You request that a Deputation~ the ·estern 

Cherokees , be p e mi tted to attend your Counci ls . To this 

the President can se e no obj ect ion, and I am directed to 

signify his assent to the proposition . 

I trust the forgoing a ns ver will be satisfactory t o 



Yourselves , and Your pe opl e , and I hope they will lead to the 

des ired result . 

To , 

rou friend 

( Si gned) Lewis Cafs -

Mefs~~ "alker & Starr 

of the Eastern Cherokees 

Department of 7ar 

th April 11 . . 1832 . 

My Friend . 

The President has received Your letter to him of Deer lst 

1831 . and he has refere d to this Department the subjects em

brace in i t . I have c ommunicated fre ely viith your Deputation, 

and the re sul t I am now t o state t o you 

1 . 2 . I n answer to these eqquiries , vhich relate to the 

futur e payment of annuities and to an extension to all your pea-

ple of any pr i vi leges hereafter to be secured to any part of 

them , I enc l ose a copy of a letter I have this day written to 

two of your brethoren from Tennefsee , no here , by ~hich you 

will not only lea r n the wishes and views of the Government in 

relation t o al l the Cherokees ·Je st of the i f sifs ppi , but You 

will also f i nd , Your requests , above referred to, have been 

granted . 

3~ You ask also the pa yment of the improvement s you 

abandoned in Arkansas under the Treaty of 1828 . nd als o the 

erection or the Saw, and arist mil l , and the appl i cat on of 
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the schoo l f und promised by tha t Treat and that for the pur

chase of a printi ng p r efs . 

Th e Gove rnmen t is now paying f o r y our i mprovement s a s 

fast a s t he Draft s , and cert ificat es of the Agent came in , 

and thi s wi l l b e cont i n ued , til l he whole is Comple t ed . 

I nstruction s have been g iven for the resale of the Agen c y 

r e s ervation , a nd f or the a ppl i cat ons agreeably to the Tr eaty , 

of t h e proceeds to t he e r e c t i on of a Saw and Grist mil l . The 

late Agent n e glected h is duty upon this subject . The Depa r t

ment will end eav our to prevent such neglect hereafter . 

The sc h ool fund is ready , and shall be applied agreea

bly t o y ou r wis he s . The amount required ~or the printing 

prefs is also r eady , and shall be expended upon that ob j ect . 

4 . You a s k for the payment of lofses You have sus 

t a ine d from our Cit i zens . 

The Ag e n t wi l l be inst ructed to point out to ou the mod e 

i n whi ch t h e evidenc e t o supp ort such claims mus t be taken , an d 

the procefs t o be adopted . He will a lso be directed to a i d ou 

i n the matter an d to expla n to You those cases , f or whi ch t he 

exist ing l aws prov i d e r e l e i f . In other cases d emand i ng equit

a bl e r emunerat i on , you mus t resort l i ke our citizens generally , 

· to Congrefs, and the Agent w 11 always prepare our papers 

f or y o u , and transmi t them . 

5 . I d o not s ee that we can do any thing or y our 

re s pec t ing t he Os a ge re s ervat ons . The Government c annot 

div est the s e grantee s o f the i r ri ght s , ou hol d your l a nds , 

s ubj e ct to t hese prior cl i ms . 

The quantity is of very little c on sequ enc e , a nd as y ou 

seem to tear t hat t h e se r e s e rvations ~ il l fal l into the hands 



or White men, who by r esiding upon them will in jure Your people , 

I will inform You, that no ,.'.'hite man has a right to live upon 

them. The g ranteen cannot s el l nor place ~ hite me n upon them . 

And the Agent will be directed t o r emove all such persons from 

the reservat ions, i f there are any upon them . 

I have thus, by the d irecti on o the President answered 

your enquiries .and hope satisfactorily . 

To 

1Vi sh1ng You and Your people prosperity 

Mr John Jolly 

Principal Chief of the 

e ste r n Cherokees . 

I am Your friend 

(Signed) Lewis Cafs 

Commi ss oner ' s Office , 

Fo t Gibson , February 17 , 1834 . 

The ab ove & f oregoing correspondence is a correc t transcript 

from t he orig nal , on f ' le i n th s office . 

S . C. ('1tambaugh 

Se cretary omrs . 

(OIA: 1834. Che rokee s (We st) s . c . s t ambaugh , se c ' y t o Comrs . 
Copies of var io1 s supplement al t reat y , etc . ) 



COPY No. 2. 

C O RRE'"' POND E NC E 

Between the Commifsioners of Indian Affa irs and 

Cap~n George Vashon , U. S. Agent f or Cherokees 

West; ari sing out of and connected with certa in 

Treaty _arrangements entered into between the 

said Agent and the Chiefs of the 'l"!fe stern Che ro

kees, on the 10~~ of Feb~Y 1834 , and submitted 

to the Commifsioners f or their approval: Als o , 

enclosing a copy of .the said Treaty : 

• 

Commifsioners ' Office , 

For t .Gibson , Feb . y 17 , 1834 

s . c. srt:ambaugh , 

Sec . ty Comrs . 



Copy - No . 1 . 

Letter . Geo . Vashon , U. S . Ag~ for Cherokees to Commifsioners 

of Indian Affairs , ·est: 

The Hon . Commifsioners , 

"Cherokee Agent ' s Office , 

Febr uary lo~h 1834 . 

Gentlemen, I have the honor to report to you the proceed

ings had upon y our communication of 22 Ult . and to transmit a 

copy of my letter to the Chi efs accompanying it , together with 

their answer upon the subject . By which it will be perceived , 

there wa s no hope left of my getting them to meet you in Coun

cil to stipulate for the admifs on of the ~ hole of t he Eastern 

Che rokees , wi thout an afsurance that provision ~ould at same 

time be made to relieve them from the injurious operation of 

such stipulation . 

And the refo re I deemed it my duty , under existing cir

cumstances , to relieve the gover~~ent f om an embarrafsment 

contempl a ted by an appeal , wh1ch is now arrested and silenced 

by the enclosed arrangement . 

The 1 ~t Art . pro~ides that the Emi grants ' port on of an

nuity shall be paid ~e st . 

21}-d Thn t the ,, estlf Cherokee country shall be enlarged 

so as to make it e qual in quantity t o that ceded by Treaties 

of 1817 & ' 19 , together with amt . of Emg~s share of Country 

East . Thi s y our contemplated arrangement vJith the Osages will 

en&ble y ou to provide with pe rfect convenience . 



The 3~ Ac compli shed a great obj ect in vi ew - and he 

4~h demonstrat e s t he benevolence of ou_ vi ews and int ent i ons . 

The arrangement has been drafted wi t h a vi ew t o remove 

every cause of d i fficulty here amongst t h ems e lves; and to 

counteract al l t e existi ng designs bot h east & wes t , to re 

tard emigrat i on : and I confidently bel ieve tha t i t woul d pro

duce so invi ting an influence a s to make the Proposal s a l 

ready off ered , perfectfectly cceptable . Its r atif i cati on 

by the government wou d ensur e, vi thout t he aid of f urther 

negotiation , the emigration of t he Che rokee s , i n spite of 

opposition . 

Permit me to solicit , for my humble effort to promote 

the happiner s of the Cherokees and t he interest of the ser 

vice , your off i c ial a pprobation . 

Hon . Montfort Stokes, 

~ o st respectfully submitted: 

Your obedient serva t, 

(Signed) Geo . Va shon , Agt . 

Prest . Board . S. Commrs . 

Fort Gibson 

; 



Copy - No . 2. 

Cap~n Vashon's letter to Cheroke e Chief s, enclosing Comm~s 

reply, on the subject Compla i nts made by Emi gr ants : 

" ~Jest !). Cherokee nation, 

Agent ' s Office , 28~h Jany 1834 . 

Mefsr .s Jol ly, Bl ack Coat & Vebber , 

Principal Chiefs 

Gentlemen, 

The answer of · the Hon . Commi fs ione rs , to your 

Communica t on, i n r eply to the Complaints exhibited i n the 

memorial of the _t~,migrants , is herewith presented f or your 

conside ration . It demonstrates clearl y fully , that under 

the Treaty of 1828 , the whole o_ the Eastern Chero ees a c

quired an e qual r i ght with yourselves , to make this Count ry 

their permant home . 

The Commi f si oners sta te that you ought not to appre 

hend tha any i n j ust i ce i s intended or will be done by a 

re-examinati on of the d i stribution of the annuity , between 

the Eastern & 1,"/es t ern Cherokees ; & that you may r e st a!sured 

that your Trea t y stipulations will never be violated . 

It is very unf ortuna t e t h a t any erroneous opinions 

should be enterta i ned relative to your Treaty stip~lations: 

and the Co~ifs i oner s ar wi l ling if you wis h it , to call 

Council f o t he purpo se of con cl ud n an additional artie e 

to your late Treaty, which ¥ould have the good effect of 

removing those erroneous i mpref s i ons : and therefore I ad -

12 



you as a fr iend , to consent to enter into an addi tional 

article, wi th the Commifsioners , declarative of the r i ght of 

all the Eastern Cherokees to remove to this Country assigne d 

to you and them by your Treaty of 1828 . And when thi s is 

done, t he De l egation you wish to send, would then have it 

more f ul ly in their power to promote the harmony which ought 

to exist between the Eas tern and ·estern Cherokees; and f or 

such purpose , every facility on the part of the Commifsioners 

is promi sed, wi th an afsurance o~ their friendship an willing

nets to listen attentively to all your suggestions , and also 

to co- operate in any mea sures t o promote the highest welfare , 

and prosperity of the nation , consistently 1ith the r i ghts 

of others . 

M6 st sincerely , 

Your friend , 

(Si gned) Geo . Vashon , Ag~ 

Reply of Cherokee Chiefs t o the above letter of ' their Ag~: 

in ~hi ch the ask f or Supplementary Articles of a Treaty . 

Cap~n Geo: Vashon , 

U. S . Agent, 

Sir, 

Cherokee Nat ion, 

ebruary 8~h 1834 . 

We a cknowl edge the r e ceipt of your l etter of Janry · 28~h 

enclo s i ng the l e t te r of the Ho. Commi fsioners , exprefsive of 
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their opinion upon some of the embarrafsing questions which 

are presented to the i r consideration by the memorial of t e 

emigrants, and by our Communicat ion in answer to it . 

,,e regre t o see that their letter does not afford us 

the opportuni t y whic h we solicited of them, to affect an ar

rangeme nt that would place the Emi grants amongst us upon 

principle s of equity and justice; if this can be effected , 

all caus e of omplaint would be entirely removed. 

At our last meet . ng in your off ce , we explained to 

you t he justice of our views ; and the arrangement that was 

necefsa r y to settle all existing difficultie s; but the let

ter of the on . Con~ifsioners affords us no hope that they 

wil l make an a r rangement 1 i th us that would settle all dif

ficul t i e s on both sides . 

. e think that when an a r rangement is made to settle 

difficul t i e s on one side , t hat the diff i culties already ex

isting on the other s de , and daily increasing, ought also 

to be sett l ,d at the same time; and we still ope that the 

Hon. Cornmifs i oner s w 1 1 not obj ec t to the cause which we 

now propose f or a speed ad jus tment of al l d ifficulties . 

1 'e t he r efore request you as the Agent of the govern

ment to afford us our co- opera t i on , by enterin nto articles 

of agre ement ith us , embra c ing as ~e have heretofore ex

plaine d, t he provi sion which would finally settle a ll dif

ficulties on both sides , nd ensure the harmony which ought 

to exist be t ween us an d a l l our Emi grant br ethren. 

e also request you to s end the said Treaty arr·ange

ment to the Hon. ~ommifsioners, and to soli ci t their approval 
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or it: and to send a copy of i t , also , to our Gr eat Father 

the President, who told us when he mad G the Tr eaty of 1817 

with us, a t t he Che r okee Agency , i n the old nation , that, 

after we moved t o our new Country , mest of the ·:ifs i fsipp i , 

i f any g r ea t t r oub l e s eve r be f e l us , which we could not ge t 

clear of, to ma ke i t kn own t o t he government , an d the Presi 

dent would a l ways have j ustice done . 
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Und er t his afsurance we emigr ated , and we ~til l rely upon 

it. And unlef s the Tr eat y a r rangement , which we now propose , 

i s r at i f ied by the gove r nment , we do not see how it is pofs i

ble f or us to get clear of t he t rouble s which are c omi ng upon 

us. 

!e return our sincere t hanks to t he Commi f s i oners for 

t h e faci l i t i es t hey promise to afford us , i sending a Dele -

ga t ion t o :\Tashington; and i f t he Tr at y arrangements we now 

pr opose should be r at ified , to visi t the old nat i on a l so , 

f or the pur po e of i mprovi ng our fr i endl y r elat i ons wi th our 

Ea s t e r n o r ethr en , t hat we may all become a unit ed people in 

t he ~ es t . 

Test. 

~Thornton 

eo.ty N. c. 

1ost since e ly , si r , 

Your f r i ends , 

his 
(Si gned) John x J ol ly 

mark 
his 

Bl ack x Coat 
mark 
his 

, a lte r x , ebbe r 
mar k 

) 
) 
)Pri nc i pa l 
) 
)Chiefs , 
) 
)Che r okees , 
) 
)'. ·est, 



Copy - l o . 

Suppl ementary Treaty, 

(Negociated i n pursuance of the above letter of the Chi efs : ) 

Arti cles of agreement and Convent ion made an concluded 

~n the Agent ' s off ice , near the mouth of Illinois, on the 

Arkansas ri ver , in the Ves tern Cherokee Nation , on the 10~h 

day of February , i n the year of our Lord one thousand e ight 

hundred thirty four , by and between George Vashon , U. 

Agent, on the part of the Uni ted States, and the unders i gned , 

principal chiefs Committee and Council of the tr._ e stern Cherokee 

Na tion i n general Council af sembled , on the part of said 
at ion 

!e st ~ rn Cherokee '\they being duly authorised and emp owered 

by the i r said nation . 

1VHER 1 AS , Supplementary Articles of Agreement Conven-

tion were entered into between the Unit ed States and the Jes t

ern Cherokees, at For t Gibson, on the 14~h February 1833 , by 

which all questions of boundar·y between sai d Gher okees and 

the Creek Nat i on , unde r the provisions of the Cherokee Treaty 

with the U. S . of the 6~h ay 1828 , we re amicably adj ust ed and 

finall y s ett l ed to the entire satisfaction of both parties . 

And whe r ea s it is now discovered that other difficult ques -

tions o f inc reasing magnitude exist be tween the said ,, estern 

Cherokees, an d the Cherokee Emigrant s , under the provisions 

ot said Tr eaty of 6 ~h May 1828 , requiring the friendly inter

position of the gove rnment of the United States . And where 

as it is the desire of the sai d government of the United 
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States, to ad just i n a satisfactory manner , and to remove, 

as far a s practicable the existence of such difficulties as 

have a tendency to interrupt the harmony which should exist 

between the Ve stern Cherokees and their emigrant brethren: 

.therefore , to·ensure their future tranquility, an to place 

the r i ghts of the Emigrant and ~!estern Cherokees upon an 

. 13 

equality , the following sup lementary articles o agreement 

and conventi on are hereby stipulated , viz: 

Article l~t The port on of the whole herokee annuity 

mad e payable to the 'e stern Cherokees , by Treaty of the 27~h 

Febr 1819 , shal l be hereafter increased by the add tion of the 

proporti onate eastern part made payable by said Treaty of 1 819 , 

to the Cherokees who have emigrated under t he Treaty of the 

6~h May 1828 , accordi ng to their number: and in like manner, 

al s o, increased for all or any number , of' the eastern hero-

kees who may hereafter emigrate to the vherokee Country 'est 

o f the ifsifsippi. 

Art . 2~d The Country now ceded to t e Cherokees , by 

h \..! 1 t T t the 14 t, h b 1833 · 1 t e uupp emen ary r ea y o e ruary , 1n u -

f il lment o f the 2~d Article of the Treaty of the 6~h ~ay 1828, 

shall be hereafter enlarged so as to make the Cherokee Coun

try 1 rest , equal in quant i ty , acre for a cre, to the quantity 

o f l a nd ceded by the Cherokee nation to the United Sta t e s , 

per Tr eaties of 1817 and 1819 , together with the p o ortion

a te quan t i ty of t h e Cherokee Country Eas t , to vhich the vhole 

number of emi grant Cherokees may be entitled , including those 

who h ave a lready emigrated under the Treaty of 6~h May 1828· 



and also all of the Cherokees who may hereafter emigrate from 
Count ry 

the Che rokee AEa st o the ifsi f sippi, to the Cherokee Country 

. est o r s a i d river . 

Art. 3C: Th Cherokees who have emigrated unde r the 
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Treaty of 6~h May 1828 , and also all the Cherokees who may here-

atte~emi grate from the Cherokee Country east to the Cherokee 

Country ~est , shall be entitled to and admitted to pofsefs , 

enjoy and exerci se equal i hts and privileges ~ith the vest- . 

ern Cherokees, in every respect , and be united with them ac -

cordingly . 

Ar~ 4~h I n consideration of the earnest desire o t he 

rest e rn Cherokees to receive the . r Eastern brethren , upon terms 

of the most cordi a l friendship , and to admit them with t he full 

exerci se of equal rights and privileges: and in e dence of 

the kind f ee lings entert ained fo r the promotion or the future 

welfare of t he Cherokees , the United States hereby stipulates 

to e stabl ish i n the Cherokee Country est o the .Ufsifsippi 

an Orphan Afsylum fo~ the pa t ernal care and instruct on of 

the hapl efs por ti on o t he Chi ldren of deceased Cherokees; 

upon such plan a s may , i n the opi nion of the President of 

the Uni t ed ~tate s , aff o d the benevolent aid cont emplated 

by the establishment o such an i nstitution unde r his direc -

tion. 

Ar~ s~h Noth ng i n the s e Article s of agreement shall 

be const r ued t o affe ct any f o mer stipulat i ons of any exist

ing Treaty, except s o far as the y may inconsistent with the 

pr ovi sions of the f oregoing Art i cle s . 



In testimony where of the said George Vashon, U. S . 

Agent, and the principal Chiefs , ,ommi ttee and uouncil , 

in general Council afsembled , have hereunto signed their 

names and affixed their seals, on the day and year abore 

written. 

( ·igned t Geo . Vashon, U.S.Ag . 

In presence of 
his 

Cherokees ~est (SEAL) 

1ll Drew x 
mark 
his 

L. Price x 
mark 

his 
Young Elders x 

mark 

Rains TOpper his 

(I) 
(I) 

):!~ 
)..-I 
) ~ 
)3 
)G-1 
) 0 

) rn 

) ~ 

Prin . ( his 
(John X Jolly + ,.., :b -

Chiefs ( mark 
( his 

Cherokee(Black X Coat f ¥:A.:b1 
( mark 

Na tion ( his 
(Walter x Febber fgT:1A:bt 
( mark 

x mark)~ 
Pres . Jommittee - Thomas Chisholm + (I) 

.Tno . Rogers 

his 
Hips Te kus ka x 

mark 

Ric. Ratcliff 
his 

Snups , atts X 

mark 

r~ Thornton, Sec~Y 

Prest ouncil-

)~ 
)0 
)§ 
)~ 
)G-1 
) 0 

)CI) 
)~ 
)}5 
)~ 
~ 

Interpreter) 
) 

John Drew - Sec~Y & Interpreter . 

his 
ajorNolawe X t8 ~ 

mark 
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COPY 

LETTER - Commirsione rs reply to Ge o . Vashon ' s Report of certain 

~uplementary arti cles o a Treaty negociated with the Cherokees . 

'' Commifs ioners ' O.ffi ce, 

Fort Gibson, Feby 13, 1834 . 

S·ir, 

The Board acknowledges the receipt of your l~tter of the 

lo~h inst nt , together with your letter to the Cherokee Chiefs 

dated J any 28 , 1834, and their reply to the same - Also a Treaty 

entered into between . oursel a the Cherokees lest , whi ch 

doings are submitted f o r the approbation of the Commifsion rs . 

The Board have to regret the embarrafsing si uation , vvhich 

theee communicat i ons place the negociations of the government , 

as conducted by the Commifsioners , with the Chero ees est, 

especially if nothi ng urther r ema ins ut the ratif cation 

or rejec tion by the President 

concluded. 

Senate of the Treaty already 

If, however , the Treaty is submitted to the Board as a 

proposition fo their consideration & advice , they would re 

mark t hat it cannot be presumed that the government w 11 rati y 

articles of agreement , present ing insuperable difficulties in 

the fulfillment of the same on the part of the United States . 

It vill be r ecollected that the Chiefs have admitted hat 

so much land as this Treaty requires , is not nece.fsary by sug

gesting an increase of annuity or ot her pecuniary ons eration 
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as a substi tut e i n part o the additional soil . The Comm f-

sioners would al so ask , in what relation will th s Treaty place 

the government , so de si rou to avoid di ficulties with the 
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Cherokees, and yet so anxious to ful ill her Treaty St pulat ons? 

The Treat y submitted requires of the government , vhat the 

Cherokees perfectly know it cannot per orm . The government 

has no l and unafsigned adjoining the C erokees , but the out

let, conta i n i ng by est mat on about s i x millions of acres . _ad 

the addition of t fuis Count.ry , (better ed as it may be by the 

extension of fronti r posts , recommended y the Commifsioners 

been ohly g i ven by Treaty, the dif i culty ~ould have been le -

sened, a s t he unc erta nty res ect the Orphan sylum, vo ld 

be r emoved y a s pecific l i mitation . 

In the etter of the Commifs oners to the Chie s , through 

your agency, they fully exprefsed the opin on o government , 

that t he Emigrants from the Eas t s i de o the ~ifsifs ippi had 

equal right i th the emigrants from Arkansas to locate here . 

And a s the Cherokee s ?est had either intent i onal y or unguard 

edly denied thi s r i ght , a req est was made by tho ommifs oners 

for ~n add i t i onal art cle to correct an impr fs on erroneous 

as it was in j urious . The Commifsioners also informed the 

Chiefs that if they should be ~illing to recommend a sup e

mentary arti cl e to this effect, a Counc 1 vou d be called at 

an ear ly day; exprefs i ng to the Ch i efs th r villlngnefs to 

listen at all t i mes to t heir sug est i o s . 

The Co~nifs ion rs , therefore , cannot vithhold their 

surprize & r egret at t his unexpected term nation o their 

' negociations with the Western herok es; espici 1 y as the 



r esult of y our pri va te e xert i ons (undoubt edl y well designed) 

cannot r ec ei ve the approbat ion o the Board . It is believed 

that the Treaty before the Board , instead of settling d i ffi 

cultie s wi l l open a wide moor for future litigation , and i n 

t he end compel t he U. S . to comprom se the matter , by a full 

consideration for the deficiency of land . 

The Commifsioners had hoped that there was a mode of 

obta i ning t he supplementary article more satisfactory to the 

government the Cherokee Nation. 

I f the negociat ions are ended , i t only rema ns f or the 

government to transm t the progrefs on their part to the 

government , together with the pa ers now submitted , to show 

the manne r of its termination . 

, b il e the Board feel constrainea to withho d thei r 

a pprobat i on of he Treaty made in your official capac t y , 

we beg to af sure you of their h i ghes t personal respect & 

kind f e eling . 

C ap~n Geo . Va shon , 

By the Commifsioners , 

(Signed ) S . C. Stambaugh, 

Sec . ty 

U . S . Ag~nt f or Cher . e s t. 
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Copy - No 

Fort Gibson , February 14~h 1834 

The Hon. Commifs i oners , 

Gentlemen , 

I have the honor to acknowledge the rece pt of 

your Communication of y ,sterday ' s da te exprefsing your disap

probation of my do i ngs , as exhibited by communication of lO~h 

lnst. It is to me a matter of great regret , that my official 

proceedings therein are pl aced by your offic al decis on 
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un er i mplicat ons t1at would r ender them unworthy of cons der

ation; and the s evere censure which the tenor of your decisi on 

conveys , i nduc es me to request permifsion to place on the Rec -
. 

ords of your effie al proceedings , upon th s particular sub-

j ect, th evidence a f orded by the confidential , verbal 

written communi cations · ith which I had b een favored , a t d f-

r erent period , by t wo of the Hon . embers of the oard , previous 

to the arrival of the other , with a view to demonstrate tha t my 

official action thereuporr ac corded w t the views then contem-

plated by the Board o Commifsi on rs . In my first intervi ew 

with Mr . Ellsvorth , after his r e turn to this post , he info r med 

me of the steps to be taken by the Commifsioners to e ec t the 

measures deemed requisite by the government , to ensure a speedy 

adjustment,of the contemplated negoc at ons nth the Osages , 

with a view to make ample acconmodat on for the East r n he r -

okees; and the plan he exhibited ap eared to provide the 

means or relieving the government from exist n embarrafs-



ment . He subsequently wrot e me, confident i a l l y, lest the in

formation had been previously om tted , that the Department 

required an add i t ona Treat y stipul ation with the 'est~ 

Cherokees , declarative of the r i ght of the East~ Cherokees 

to remove to , and s ettl e upon the Country afsigned for thei r 

future loc ation; expr efsi n there i n his entire conf dence 

of my zealous . fa i thful cooperat on to effect the desired 

object . A fe days previo1s to the rece . t of this letter , 

I was i nformed by a Communicat i on from Gov~ Stokes , that 

the purchas e of Osage Reservat i ons by Gent Houston from 

Cot Chout eau , wa s the only diffi culty in the ay of a suc 

cetstul t erm nat i on of the pend ng negociation with the Osages . 

This sta tement i s r espec t fully submi tted for the con

side rati on of the Commi f sioners; and the members thereof , 

therein refered to , ar e r espect fully request d to exprefs 

t heir opinion a s to its cor re ctnefs . 

1Vhi le the interest of the ervi ce is confi ded to the 

supervi~i on of the Hon . Gent l emen composing he oard , and 

when a humble Subord nat e has exerted hi s bes efforts to 

afford n effici ent cooperation i n secu~ ng sn i mpor t ant 

object, it i s de eply r egrett ed , .that the Han: Board appears 

to have deemed i t expedi ent to f orm their opini on of the 

merits of my official act i on. n t h s particular ca s e , upon 

unkind surmise , exhibi ted by dec l a r at i ons of my hav i ng 

broken off the n egociat i ons between t h em and the Ves t ern 

Cherokees . And here I must ask permifsion to a sure the 

Bon. Commifs i oners , t hat the facts in t he case, ~er i t practic-
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able to present them on paper , fully , would not admit of 

any unkind suspi cion . - The various pa ers , submitted 

through my Agenc y, for consideration , exhibit a constant 

effort on my part to procure a meeting of the Cherokees 

in Council wd.th the Commifsioners: an when that was found 

. impracti c able , ·and a determination formed to send a Delega

tion to Vashington , to appeal to the Presi dent aga nst the 

Commifsioner ' s const uction of t heir Treaty Stipulations , 

I deemed i t my duty to endeavor to effect an arrangement 

that wquld arres t s o misch evous a purpose , and f they 

persisted i n sending a Delegation, to make its proceedings 

harml efs . ' . .Ji th thi s v i ew , and to rel eve the emigration 

f r om embar rafsment , wh h ent i rely settles the Cherokee 

ques t ion as it is termed , I believe it a paramount duty to af

sume whatever amount o respons i bility might be involved, to 

negotiate the "Supplementary Treaty" no,.v unde r your consider

ation. And if the Hon . Board of Commifsioners can allow 

their humbl e subordinate the pr ivi lege of exprefsing the 

opinion entertained relative to the dec ision ~hich the in

terest of the serv i ce , in this case requires of them, I 

would earne s tly r ecommend to the i r consideration the exped

iency of adhering to their original purpose in obtain ng 

the Osage l and for the original object . 

Pe rmit m to add that I was not appris d , until one 

of the gentlem n of the Board dec l ared so yesterday , that 

t he Osage l and s 'Vere want d or other Indians , and therefore 

that the stipulat i ons of the late arrangement could not be 
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approved. It i s my hmnble _ vi ew, greatly to be regrett ed , that 

the Hon. Boa r d would perm t any other afsignment o the Osage 

land: than that orig inally contemplated; as i t i s indispensably 

necersary t o the fi nal settlement of the Cherokee question , 

East. The i nte rest of the service places this object i n ad

vance of others; and the insuperable difficulties you speak 

or may be entirely remov ed , by adding the Osage land , when ac-

quired, to the Cherokee Country. The ratification of the 

articles under consideration , can be posponed till after the 

sucaetsful t erminati on of your negociation with the Osages . 

Hon. Montford Stokes , 

Mos t respectfully submitted , 

Your most obedient Ser vant, 

(Signed) Geo . Vashon , Ag~ . 

Pre s i dent Board . S . Commrs 

Commifsioners ' of i ce , 

Fort Gibson , Feb 17 , 1834 . 

The above & foregoing co rrespondenc e & Treaty , are correct 

transcripts from the o i ginal papers , on fil e in hi s of ic e . 

S . C. Stambaugh , 

Se . y Comrs . 

( OIA: 1834 . Cherokees (,?est) S. C. Stambaugh, Sec y to Comrs. 
Copie s of Va shons supplemental treaty, etc . ) 
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Sir, 

Commifs i oners ' Offi ce , 

Fort Gibson, Feb . 17r 1834 . 

It is doubtlefs already known to you that Cap~ Vashon, 

U. S. Agent fo r the Cherokee Nation , ~est , negotiated a Treaty 

with the Chiefs of that Nation , on the lo~h instant supplement

ary to the Treaty of February 14~h 1833 , and intended to provide 

for the removal of all the Cherokees, East , to this Country . 

This arrangement , entered into without the knowledge or authori

ty of the Commifsioners , was brought before the Board for their 

examination & approval, by Cap~n Vashon's letter of the lo~h 

ins~ in which he enclosed all the proceedings and correspond

ence, preparato17 to its conclus i on . 

The Commifsioners, after a full examination af the stipu

lations of this arrangement - the principles it involves, and 

its probable effects upon future negociation with these people , 

"agreed .that the interests of the government will not authorize 

a recommendat ion of its ratification by the President & Senate ;" 

and they exprefs ed their disapprobation to Cap~n Vashon , in a 

letter, dated February 13~h (ins tant .) To this communication 

Cap~~ Vashon responded on the 14~h and the Commifsioners , upon 

a re-consideration of the subject, decided that they would ad

here to their first opinion difapprobatory of t he Treaty ar range-

menta. 

In order, therefore , to bring the whole matter fully 

before you, I have the honor to enclose the whole Correspond

ence, upon which the late arrangement is predicated , and the 

proceedings had upon it by the Commifsioners. It commences 



with the Comm1fs1 oners' letter to t he Cherokee Agent , dated 

December 26~b 1833 , i n whic h they directed his attention to 

the complaints of t he l ate Cherokee Emi grants against the first 

settlers, and concludes wi th Cap~n Vashon ' s reply to the Board 

ot the 14~h i nstant . 
not 

There doesAappe r on file this office , any instructions 

from the Depar tment on this subject , except the letter of the 

ComDdfsioner of Indian Affairs , at Washington , dated April 4~h 

1833, acknowl edging the receipt of the Cherokee & creek Treat 

ies, in which t he omifsion of a clause in the Cherokee Treaty , 

providing a c ount r y f or the "whol e nation," is adverted to ; and 

the remedy r e commended by the concluding paragraph of the let

ter - t o which I would very respectfully call your attention , 

when the enclosed papers come befo~e you for examination. 

Bon. Lewis Caf s , 

Secre ta ry of War , 

Washington . 

I have the honor to be , 

\nth much regard , 

Your obt . S ~ 

S. C. Stambaugh 

Sec . ty Comrs . I~ Affrs. 

(OIA: 1 834 . Cher okees ( est) S. C. Stambaugh, Sec'y to Comrs . 
Copies of Vashon ' s supplemental Treaty , etc. } 
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Dear Sir, 

Vineyard ~ashington County Arkansas 

th 26 . Feby . 1834 . 

I emigranted f r om the Cherokee Nation East . to this Coun

try. during last Year under the provisions of the Government 

for the re~oval of the Cherokees East of Jifsifsippi to this 

Nation - my wife i s eB 1/8 Cherokee I am white - I want · to 

return to Georgia and become a citizen of the State - and l i ve 

under & be subject to its Laws - The object of this note is to 

ascertain whether I would be permited to return to Georgia and 

become a citizen of that ~tate - or not . I dont want to vio-

late the Laws of the United States - nor ~e in any way to pre-

vent the views of the Government being carried into effect I 

own Land in the State of Georgia and want to go back and live 

on it - in asmuch as I cant have my health in this Country -

I had made the necefsary arrangements to move back - & recg a 

letter from Benj~ F. Currie - advising that if I went Back I 

would be liable to a suit for t he r ecovery of the Valuation 

of my improvement the head rights & the value of 12 months 

Supplies for my family - I have concluded to defer starting 

back until I hear from you - in answer to this note 

I had entertained the opinion that any free man would be 

permited to purchase Land in any State or Territory within 

the United States & become a Citizen under its Laws - You~ 

Confer a particular favour by advising me on this sub ject -

addrets to this office 

I am dear Sir 

Your Obt Servt 

John Langley 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees West John Langley Asks permission 
to retuPn East.) 
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Nantley N C March 1st 1834 

Lieut Ha rris 

Sir 

Owing to t he gr eat quant i t y of rain which fell short -

ly after we l eft e agency the roads have unti l within the 

last few days been impafsable 

Ther e are many Cherokees i n the Mounta ns anx ous t o go 

on with us. I n or der t o g i ve them an opportunity to do so ; i t 

mi ght be wel l to prolong the depa1ture of the fleet until the 

lOth or 1 2t h i n st 

I wi ll be wi th you now as soon as pofsible 

Very respectfully 

Your Mo Obt Sert 

(Signed) Benj F Currey 

I certify that the above is a true Copy of the Original 

now in my pofs efsi on 

Joseph ~ Harris 

Li eut . Di sbg Agent -

Cherokee Reml 

Cher okee Agency East 

26th July 1834 

(OIA: 1834 Ch erokee s East (Emigrat ion) B.F . Currey Supt . 
Lt .W.Harris Di sburs i ng Off i ce r . Correspondence . ) 
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On Board Flat Boats near Gunters Landing 

Tennefsee R. 17th March 1834 

To 

Benj~ F Currey Esqr 

Supt . Cherokee Removal 

Sir 

I hav e the honour to enc lose to you with this my draft 

on 'Uni on Bank of Tennefsee ' for ive Thousand Dollars . pon 

presenting t his to the Cashier of t he Bank I des i re that you 

will appri ze h im I have already drawn to the Amt . of depo s it s 

to my credit of the 25th Jan~ and the 6th ultimo. Should he 

then inform you that no further remittances h ve been re c~ from 

the treasury on my accourit: request h im to make a minute to that 

effect on the back of the draft which draft immediate l y endorse 

"On Commifsary Gen~ of Subsist ence - Emmigration of Ind ans -

War Dept: payabl e to t he Un on Bank or Order" - which I presume 

will be cashed by said bank wit hout hes tation . Should t he re 

be any objection however to this mode of procedure, pleas e draw 

upon the depart. i n your own name officially as Supt . of the 

1 Rem- & Actg Disbg Agent - promptly advising Genl . Gibson of 

the same with the causes which l ed to it. - As you are to re -

turn from Nashville to Calhoun by stage it wil l be adviseable 

- inasmuch as it will considerably facilitate your disbursements 

- to carry thither from 5 to $600 in specie . You wil·l require 

also about $2500 i n U S Br Bank Notes for the payment of commu

tation to emigrants . - David L Knox, & Clift & ~Ree have or-

ders on you: the former for $1086 56 
100 

- which please honour at sight. 

85 and the l atte r for $736100 
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' 

Should y ou upon your return to the Agency be satisfied 

of the expediency of affording government transportation to 

other Emigrants before my return; and should your prospects be 

sufficiently promis ng to authorize the employment of a steam

boat by giving to L P Cheatham or his Agent at Nashville the 

stipulated notic e of "Fifteen days", together with the number 

for which transportation s ~eqQir~d: he w 11 have such in wait-

ing below the Shoals at the time appointed. - It will also be 

necefsary to advise Mefsrs Cli t & CRee of Ham lton Co of the 

n~ber of Flat Boats required. Should your advices to them 

come too late to render your requisition obligatory under their 

Contract - which expires I think on the 15th pronimo . - please 

make a contract with some responsible person to transport your 

company to Florence or ~aterloo (should its strength justify 

the employment of a Steamboat) if not , to the Mouth of hite 

R; where the Conducto~ of the party may .contract with one of 

the Steam boats navigat ng the Arkansas R for a deck pafsage 

for his Charge to the estern Agency . -You may pofsibly ho~

ever find i t mor e advantageous to the Economy of Service , n 

case a small party is to be transported, to cant act with a 

person in whom you can repose confidehce, for the entire trans

portation & Subsistence of such party from the Eastern Agency 

to the mouth of Illinois R Ark. Territory: - and I would upon 

reflection recommend this course . -- David L Knox however w 11 

furnish the necefsary Rations to Emigrants whi st afsembling, 

& if required to do s o in s eason a sufficient number to Subsist 

them to the We stern Nation: this under his Contract 4th Jan~ 

ult~. - I wish that payment for services may be as far as 

praCticable postponed until my r eturn . ~agoners have in my 
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opinion recently r ecg a more l iberal compensation than the 

benefits r ende r ed by them would seem to justify . I would 

recommend t hat t hose hauling in Emigrants from the Mountains 

should be engaged at the rate of $3 for each twelve miles trav

elled by t hem wi th , and the same for each Seventeen miles with

out a load : each load to consist of the effects &c of at l east 

20 persons - a lefs number to be paid for proportionate~y . Over 

let's diffi cult roads I think they should rece ve the same hire 

for ever f ifteen miles with & for every twenty without a load . 

I would wi sh these terms to be dist inctly understood by every 

wagoner engaged & that he is likewise to wait fo payment until 

my return - s ay 1 t11 June: Satisfying them for the present with 

duplicate Cert ficates sett ng forth the se vices wh ch they 

have r ende r ed - how many persons they have hauled in - what 

distance, & from what neighbourhood . If however at any time 
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you should fi nd immedia te payment necefsary; take rects on r gular 

Bills - l eavin the acc . t above the rect to be fi led up by my

self & certifying upon the back of each the number of persons 

hauled, t he d i s t anc e travelled c as above . - All payments for 

rations consumed by Emi grants from their homes to the place of 

atsemblage should be made on r egular r olls - commuting the ra

tions at t he Cont rac t price - having a general rec . t written 

over each roll sh owing that " the undersigned have reed of me 

the sums set opposite their respec tive names below on the 

several dates prefixed to each signature , in full of rat ons 

furnishe d by thems elve s to t hems elves & families at the rate 

of' Eight Cents pr Ration ." The Heads of Col mnns of these 



Rolls should be "Date of rect . " - "Roll of Heads of Fami lies" 

("Time on the Road" } "Strength of Families" - "NOof Rations" -
( ) 
(From __ To N° of Days) 

"Contract pri ce pr Ration" - "Amount" - "Signatures of Hds of 

Families" - " litnefses" - "Remarks" -- For other information 

on the Sub ject of disbursements I have the honour to refer you 

to "Regulations for the Removal of the Indians . " - -

I have thus called your attention particularly to some 

of the minutiae of the dut i es of the disbursing Agent ," & gener

ally thr o ugh the Regulat i ons to the wh ole in consequence of 

your allusi on a f ew days since to the "pofsibili ty of your 

furnishing government transportation to a small party of Cher-

okees in the course of the ensuin month . " I think however 

upon further reflection upon the difficulties & objections of 

carrying such design int o execution , you will not hesitate to 

abandon i t . - There is as much trouble, nd a greater propor-

tional ex·pense, in co l l ecting, subs i sting & transporting a 

small Company of emigrants as a larger one, and in the execu

tion of thes e duties you will mifs my services cons derably . 

The i njustic e that would be done these people shoul d 

they reach t he estern Nation too late in the season to make 

a crop, is t oo i mportant a consideration to escape your ob 

servation. 

At any rate I conceive t my duty to remind you in wr it

ing of what I verbally remarked to you when for the first time 

you introduc ed to me the subject of a further removal this 

season: "that I should have made very diff erent arrangements 
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tor the conduct of the present Company, had I been apprized , 
a 

or had even recg a hint of such probability before . " 
j\ 

The expref s understanding when I consented to take upon 

myself the Conducting of this par t y to the Vest, was that the 

"disbursing duti es of the removal would either close with its 

departure; or if any remained unaccomplished they would be such 

as could easi l y be di scharged by others without prejudice to 

Service ." I do not conceive that they can if the removal of 

a Company is at t empte in my abs ence . Neither do I know how 

I can wel l n ow abandon the present Expedition. 

I have the honour to remain Sir 

Your Mo Obt sert 

Joseph W. Harris 

Lieut . Disbg Agent 

Conductor of Cherokees 

I cert ify that the above is a true Copy of a letter ad

drefsed by me to the Supt of the Cherokee Removal & delivered 

to him on t he Tennefsee R on or about the above date 

Cherokee Agen cy East 

27th J ul y 1834 

Joseph . Harris 

Li eut . Disbg Agent 

Cherokee Rem! 

(OI&: 1834 Cherokees East ( Emi grat ion) B. F . Cu:r•ry Supt . Lt . 
W. Ha r r is Di sbursing Officer . Cor respondence . ) 
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Sir 

Steamboat Thos . Yeat~an 

Arkansas R 60 miles from the Mouth 

1st April - 1834 

I have the honour to acknowledge yours of the 18th Feb

ruary: recq. by me the day before I left the Eas tern Agency . -

I regret that I could not have had more def nite intelligence 

on the subject of funds before my departure . My ignorance of 

the provision that is to be made for me in this respect places 

me in a somewhat awkward Si tuation . The remittances which have 

heretofore been made to my credit , are - as you will perceive 

by the enclosed statement - already exhausted, whilst cash dis

bursements continue to be daily required of my department . 

The accts. which I have left behind me unsettled are chiefly 

confined to compensation for services of government agents , & 

to the payment of the omnutation allowance to some few families 

who are yet to subsist and transport themselves . -- To meet 

these demands I have left i n the hands of Hugh ontgomery, Esqr . 

'Nine Hundred and Five Dollars • and hav also drawn upon the 

'Union Bank of Tennefs ee ' for ' Five Thousand Dollars ' in favour 

of Benj~. F Currey Sup t . of the Removal; who upon his return to 

the Agency will reli eve Col Montgomery in the duties of disburse

ment. As there will be an i mmediate call upon the Sup rintendent 

for a considerable amt . of t his draft - to delay the payment of 

which, would I conceive be prejudician to the interests of 

Service - I have authorized that off icer should he not find 

a remittance in dep osit to my credit a t Nashville to convert 
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the draft i nto a Bill upon the Secretary of ~ar, payable 

through you , upon demand ; requestin him in such emergency 

to give to you i mmediate advice o t e same . There will 

be funds suffcient to cover the expenditures of the removal 

during my abs enc e : unl efs the Superintendent should undertake 

to remove another company of Emigrants before my return -

which a few d ays since he suggested to me for the first time 

that he had an i dea of doing - but which I unhesitatingly 

remonstrated agains t & disc ouraged ; and which I hope he will 

not think of carryi ng into Execution . --

I emba rked the Emigrants on boar.d the fleet of flatboats , 

and l e f t the Agency on the 14th ultimo . e had a prosperous 

voyage of n i ne days to 1 a t erloo Ala . - 'fuere after a good deal 

of unnecefsar y del ay oc casioned by a ·want of preparation on the 

part of your Con tractor Mr . Cheatham; we took such St eam trans-

portation as was furn i shed , and on the evening of the th rd day 

after our a rri val continued our journey . - - And now permit me -

for I do not know that I can i n troduce this subject at a more 

fit t i ng t i me - s eriously & respectfully to remonstrate against 
• 

t he negoti a tion of cont rac ts by government agents so indefinite 

in the i r Stipulations a s to present forever in execut on a bone 

of Contention and a vexat i ous trouble to thooe who are acting 

unde r them . The t erms "good and Suffi cient Steam transpor ta-

tion" are broad in thems el ves , & woul d seem to secure to us 

all t hat we could desire . Yet upon pract i cal analysis so 

vague & general do we find t hem , that we will never be able 

to obta i n t hrough any virtue of t he i rs the measure of "good

nets & s lrl'f i c i ency" wh i ch the necefsiti s of Servi ce call for . 

1 52 



On the c ontrary until contra ct i ng parties d stinctly s peci

fy in detail the i r mutual obligat i ons , and defi ne in words , 

incapable of mi s constr uc t i on, t he prec i se nature , amount and 

quality of such - the Servi ce will cont i nue open t o a thous and 
are made , 

impositions - Tho se f or whos e i mmed i ate benefit contrac t s will 
" 

be cheated out of the cornro r ts intended for them - and the pub

lic purse, and what i s more t o be lament ed , the public name , 

will be most unfairly d ealt wi th . - In thus objecting to a 

practice but too c ommon; I exhonerate myself from the unworthy 

design of casting a censure upon any indiv dual agent of govern

ment what soever: muc h lefs so upon your excellent represents-

tive in Mr Cheat ham' s cont rac t . Experience of the circumstances 

under whi ch I now wri te would have elicited from his candour the 

s ame obje ctions to thi s inst rument . Neither do I wish to con-

ceal my own defi c i encies on the very points w ch I am repre -

bending by arrogating t o myself the merits of a censor . It i s 

simp ly my desire to do my dut y · and that my Experience may not 

be altogether val ue l ef s t o a Servi ce whose interests I have a t 

heart; and that he who come s aft er me may not hav to plod over 

t he same r ough path which I hav e t rave l led i n . - In t aking leave 

of this subj ec t allow me to i mpref s upon the depart ment the i m

portance of f ul f lling our promises of "Comfort ably providing 

for & removing" the s e people "from the homes which they are 

leaving to the homes that are off ered t o them. " If ~r . C' s 

present contract can be annulled ; I ro uld earnestly r ecormnend 

that it should be done. If it i s allowed t hat 'he has a claim 

to the transportation of the Cherokees " - it should onl y be 

acknowl ed ged unde r new, & more specific agreements . - At a 
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more leisure period I will draw up such as I think t h e servic e 

requires, and forward them for your cons derati on . _ 

I would also r espe ct fully s uggest the expediency of aban

doning the ' Commutat ion system'. It has duri ng the present 

season been a ser ou cause of exc i t i ng j ealousies & discon-

tent amongst the enr olled ; and wi ll ever be means of con us -

ing the arrangements of your Agents for the r emoval of such as 

are'deemed incapable of removi ng themselve s .~ I am likewi s e 

satisfi ed from pers onal observat i on that t s ever prejud cial 

to t he i nd i vidual i nt erests o those who avail thems lves of it . 

Of upwards of 400 Emi grant s who l eft the Agency upon Commuta

tion te rms, most of t h em three weeks before the depart r e of 

t he Company I am conduct ng we have already over t aken all but 

about Seventy . They have suffer ed heavily from sicknef s & 

troubl e - death too has s hown i t s elf among them : and they t -

terly regr etted t o me that they had ever m1dertaken to remove 

thems elv es - confefse d the i inab i l ity to do s o - and begged 

that they mi ght be d rec • . under rny pr ot ec t on . As many of them 

as I could make su table a rrangements for I have brought along 

with me . But abou 200 of t hem I wa s obl iged to l eave at the 

mouth of hite R. with the consolation however of a near pr os-

pect of the i r speedy trans ortation up t he River upon terms 

reasonable & satisf ctory to thems elves . --

The par ty ·hich I am no conducting - ex lus i ve of thos e 

who hav e beEn t aken in on the way , who defray thei r own Ex-

penses amount s to ' Four hundre and sixty two ' only . There ha s 

been a good deal of sicknef s amongst us; chiefly f r om the 

Measles - which has run pretty we l l thr·ough t he Company - f r om 
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relapses in consequenc e of Exposure to the weather , from severe 

coughs, dys entaries &c . ife have had ho ever but two cases of 

death:- One from a r el apse of the Measles , & one from ac cident 

al drowning . The heal th of my charge i s daily improv ng , & the 

people generally are i n pretty good sp i rits - occas i onally 

damped however by the l ow stage of water; wi:lich obliges the boa t 

to lay by at night - r educe s our da ly progrefs to 40 or 50 

miles and threa t ens us with considerable delays . I succeed how

ever in r esto r i ng them to cheerfulnefs by good humouredly point 

ing out to them the folly of anticipating trouble - carefully 

concealing my own apprehensions, and quietly prepari ng to mee t 

the worst. - In cons equence of i ntelligence recg . of the scar

city of provision s on the river above; I shall carry the whole 

of my ·purchase t o the 1estern Agency , and to Ft G bson if nec 

efsary; should i t not be ac ceptable to the Di sbursing Agent 
the s uppli e s 

there 1i can b e returned by this boat to Little Rock , where 
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I think i t may command a profi t on t he or i g i nal costs & char ges . -

The Supt . of the Removal accompani ed me to the mouth of 

the Tennefse e R , and was to !~turn f r om thenve vi a Nashville to 

the Eastern Agency . 

Enc lo sed is a r ough Stat ement of moni s recg . & i s sued ; 

which may s erve as a Key to the Settlement of my ac et a . Should 

any accident befa l me . Vouchers numbered and on fi le will be 

found amongs t my papers one se t of which is in the hands of 

Col. Montgomery - the othe r a t my landl ord s Lewi s Refs ' s . 

The Superintenden t will be able to explain any objec t i ons 

that may be made t o t hem. 



I have the honour to be, Si r 

~ith very great respect & esteem 

Brig. Gen~. Geo. Gibson 

Comm¥. Gen~. Subs . 

U.S.Army. 

Your ~o Obt Sert 

Joseph - Harris 

Lieut. Disb~ . Agent 

Cherokee Removal 

/On the edge of the fir s t page of the above letter is written 

the followi ng/: 

The Supt •• gave me but one Set of Muster Rolls - prorni s 
you 

ing to forward to~himself the dupl icate , ith a fel necessary 

corrections, immedia tely 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees (Emigr.) t.J •• Harris , U. S. A. Disb . 
Agent to Gen. Geo. Gibson. En route with 462 emigrants, etc . ) 



Brown ' s Hotel , April 5 , 1834 

To the Hen Lewis Cafs, 

Secretary of War , 

Sir-

Understanding that there is now no interpreter for the 

United States at the Cherokee Agency, and presuming that one 

will be appointed to fill the vacancy, we beg leave to recom

mend to your f avorable consideration Mr . Stand Watie , as a 

person every way qualified to perform the duties afsigned to an 

interpreter. He is a young man of good common education, and 

understands the English and Cherokee languages wel • We are 

afsured his appointment wou d give general satisfaction . 

e have the honor to be, Sir , 

You Obt servants , 

his 
Major Ridge x 

mark 

Andrew Rofs 

David Vann 

John ~est 

T. J . Pack 

Elias Boudinot 

James Starr 
his 

X 
mark 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees East J ohn Ross & Others. Favor of 
Stand Watie , interpreter .) 
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Cherokee Agency T Ap1 12 1834 

Colo Geo Gibson 

CornY Genl Sub¥ 

I have the hono x' to transmit herewith two muste r 

rolls of Emigrating Cherokees who have left this Agency for the 

west siRe& since the reopen ng of enrolling Books As the season 

for removal i s now nearly closed , it is not probabl e that many 

more will go off unti~ fal l Enrollments wLll however be made 

until ·otherwi se o rdered for next fall & winter removals 

Most Respectfully 

I Have the Honor to be, 

Your very Obt Servt 

Ben . F . Currey Supt 

Cherokee Emigration 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees ( Emi gr . ) Benj . F . Cur1ey Supt . to 
Gen.Geo.Gibson. Probable number of emigi•ants 1500 , etc . ) 



Cherokee Agency Apl . 20 1834 

Colo Geo Gibson 

CornY Gen~ Subsi stence 

Sir 

It was conside r ed by me highly necefsary I should accom

pany the expedition part of the route , at least , lately embarked 

for the Wes t 

There were some famili es to afsemble on t h e river fro~ the 

Creek Path Valley and without my presence there was but little 

hope they would be able t o get off . My acquaintance wi th the 

emigrants & their desir~ that I should accompany unt 1 they w re 

past the dangers of the Shoals for the purpose of allaying 

their fears from Cholera wh ch was represented to be raging on 

the river I went as far as the Confluence of Tennefsee & Ohio 

rivers 

A great eal of writing growing out of th~ late emigration 

& the importance of finish ng the valuation Rol ls & c ompleting 

consolidated abstracts of valuation - ith the occ-asional ar-

rival at this point aft er the departure of the main fleet under 

Lieut Harris of famili es undertaking to remove themselves ap-
. 

peared to a.uthoriz~ the continuation of Geo V'o/ Curreys services 

a little beyond the period which you were notified these ser

vices would be required 

Having However brot matters so nearly to a close as to 

be able A~ter tomorrow to dispense with his further aid his pay 

will cease After which I shall have the honor to see you person-

ally as soon as the Stages will convey me to the City . 

Mos t Respectfully Your ve r y Obt servt 

Ben. F. Cur::-ey 
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Browns Hotel 

24th April 1834 

Great Father 

We have been sent here by our nation to make Treaties 

and put our peop l e at rest by settling all our troubles we 

have called upon Genl Houston a man who we have long known 

to help us and to Stay with us until all our businefs is set-

tled. e had authori ty to employ any power to afs ist us . and 

we called on uen1 Houston because all the people in our Nations 

ware acquainted with him. He says that he wants to leave the 

City and is not willing to Stay longer . e have consulted to-

geather and think if you will call upon him that he may be got 

to Stay unti l our matters are settled - e are satisfied that 

if he is pr esent when our businefs is done that our people 

will be sat i s f ied that it is don in the best way- Ve hope 

you will tal k to him and get him to Stay, because he kno~s 

all about our country and has lived among us 

Your Children 

John Rogers 

John Drew 

James Rogers 

his 
Moses Smith x 

mark 

(OIA: 1834 Che roke e s Jes t Jas . Rogers Requests employment 
of Sam Houston, e t c . Add ressed to President . ) 
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ashington City June 13 1834 

Sir 

In a£s embl ing the late emi grants at the Cherokee Agency 

East for embar cat i on notice was given of the time at which wag

gons would be dispatched for the r respect fve neighbourhoods 

The party oppos ed to removals previous to the arrival 

of the waggons had all night meeting ap ointed at which either 

some of the head men - or the r subservient instnrrnents a tt ended 

to difsuade t he enrolled party from going - representing the 

Govt pledges t o be unauthorised & that the emigrant would never 

get his pay i f he went &C C By this means upHards of Eight 

hundred of those who had voluntarily enrolled bound themselves 

to go wi thntha t expedi t ion were prevented from acc ompany ng the 

waggons whi ch in many i ns t ance s returned empty or only with 

partial load s as w 11 appear f rom the detailed report of your 

Disbursing Agent Li eut Joseph W Harris attached to this removal 

Colo Geo Gibs on 

CornY Genl Sube 

Washington City 

Mo st Respectfully 

I have the Honor to be 

Your very Obt Servt 

Ben . F . Currey 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees ( Emi gr. ) Benj .F . Currey , Supt . to 
Gen.Geo.Gibson. Probable number of emigr•ants 1500 , etc . } 
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Articles of agreement entered into between John H Eaton 

ComDdfsioner on the part of the United States and the 

Cherokee Del egation of Indians 

That portion of the Cherokee people who reside East of 

the Mifsifsippi river through their Delagates Andrew Rofs James 

Starr Tho 3 J P ck & John es t charged spec ally to enter into 

an arrangement with the Government of the United States from 

a settled conviction entered by them that it is no in the 

power of the Cherokee people to reside longer within the lim

its of the States of whose laws usages & customs they are ig- . 

norant, do hereby by their said delegates enter into and agree 

to the follo wing articles 

Art 1 Between the United States the Cherokee nation of peo-

ple it is stipulated that amity & perpetual peace shall e ist 

Against no nation or tribe of Ind ans R ll will the Cherokees 

make war and if war be made aga nst them, the Government of 

the United States promises to them aid and afsistance 

Art 2nd The Cherokee Delegation for themselves & for their 

nation he reby scede to the Un ted States al the lands o~ed 

& pofsefs ed by them , lyin & be ng with n the States of 

Georgia Nocaroline Tennefsee & Alabama: And as considerat on 

therefor, the un t ed stat es pledge themselves to the follow-

ing covenants & undertakings 

Firstly An enrolling agent or agents shall be appoint-

ed by the Government and so soon R S a majority of the Chero-



kees who reside withi n t he li~i ts of t he State of Georg i a 

shall remove or enrol l f or r emoval the country they ~R y 

occupy in s a i d stat e shal l be consider ed as ceded to the 

United Sta tes ; nn s o soon as a major ty shall remove or en-
to 

roll ~e~ r emove rom the State of Tennefsee , then that por-

tion of the ir country shall be cons i dered also to be ceded , 

and the same shall e understood in reference to the states 

Al abama: or when a majority of the ent re 

Cherokee people shall remove or enroll for removal then t e 
is to 

whole country sfia±~ be considered as having been surrend ered 

and ceded: and t he better to ascertain th s fac t u census of 

their population shal l be taken i n which hall be included 

thoseCherokees who have removed beyond the 1 fsifs i ppi since 

the date of t he Treaty made in the year 1828; and to those 

who have removed wi thi n t he la s t Twelve months all the pr vi -

leges se ured by t hi s agreement shal equal ly belong o them . 

And where any por t on of t he Cherokee Count r y shall become 

ceded after the manner above pr escr bed , th same sha re -

main & be considered a s a fund pledged f or carrying out and 

meeting the provi s i ons of t hi s agreement nlefs where Con

grers by any a ct here tofore paf sed may other i s have di s 

posed of the i ght of soil , 

Secondl y. To grant t o the Cherokee people s o aoon s 

by removing est of the Mi fsifsi ppi th s t r eaty takes eff ect 

Twenty five t housand dol _ars for Twent y four years , the same 

to be paid annually to the Chi efs or the peop l e thereof as 
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7 be request e c by the Nation in Counc i l But i t i s agreed 

that the annuities thus s ecur ed are t o pert ain e cl · ve y 

to those who have emigra t e who shall emi grate and reside 

west of the Mifsifsippi: and s o s oon as a majori ty of them 

shall remove then t he Annu i t i es shall be considered to be 

due & payable to the whol e Cherokee people wes t & t o none 

others; and thi s shall be t he case in reference to all an

nuities secured to the Che rokee people under former t_ e·at es 

entered int o and a l so i n reference to their school funds 

Thirdly An agent shal l continue with them to watch over 

& take care of them, and in his select on & cont nuance in 

Office, the Govt · of the United States ¥ill always pay regard 

to the recom~enda t i on & wi 3hes o the Cherokee people 

Fourthly To cause emi grant s m be carried to the r 

homes under t he guidance of some faithful conductors at the 

expense of t he Un ited ta tes : ann they are further·more to be 

furnished with the means of living or Twelve months after 

their arr i val 

Fifthly To f urnish t o those who emi grate rifles 

mackinaw Blankets and Braf s Kettles as are stipulated for 

in the eighth article of the "Tr eaty of the s i xth of ay one 

thousand eight hundred & t wenty e i ght " concluded a t t he Ci ty 

of ~ashington; the same to be furn shed wes t of the r ive r 

except the Blankets 

Sixthly To secure to those Cherok ees who int end to 

emigrate & to those who have emigrat ed t he t er r it or y whi ch 

has been afsigneo to them west of the ifs fs i ppi by Pat tent , 
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agreeably to the authority granted & permitted by the Act of 

Congrers of 1 830-; and re'stra n from intrusions on the same 

all persons except such as the Cherokee people or the 'laws 

of the United State3 may authorize o go into and reside 

within said limits; al l others the United States Government 

on being applied to by the nation wlill cause to be removed 

that the Cherokees may repose in peac & enjoy quiet free from 

unauthorized disturbances . 

Seventhly To Pofsefs all the right & privilege of be

ing interfered wi th or dis t urbed by any author ty except the 

Councils of their own nation or such laws as the Congrefs 
of the United States 

Arightful ly & for their peace & happinefs may enact; and to 

this end it is agreed that the Cherokee people shall be no 

more interfered with by any State or Terr torial laws nor 

by any other than what th y or the Congrefs of the United 

States may declare 

Art 3 A desire i s exprefs€d that the Cherokee people may have 

a Delegate in the ouse of Representat ves; it is laudable nd 

evinces a desire for an onward march to imp rovement & civiliza-

tion; but the Treaty making branch o Government is incompe

tent to grant such a privilege t being one on which all 

the Branches of the Government are necefsary to a decifsion; 

but it is agree that as soon as a ma jority o the Cherokee 

people shall reach their west e r n homes the President will 

refer their application to the two Houses of Congrefs f or 

their consideration & decision 



Art 4 A wish i s also exprefsed that an agent to represent 

the rights and i n erests of the Cherokees may remain at 

the City of a shington after a removal takes place . Th s 

request is admitted and i t is agreed that he shall receive from 

the United States an annual Compensation of Twelve Hundred 

Dollars for performing th s Trust; but after five years the 

same shall be dis continued if in the opin on of the Pres ident 

the duti e s to b e performed by said Agent may be dispens d 

with & no i njury results thereupon to the Cherokee people 

Art 5 I mprovements which were authorized & admitted under the 

provisi ons of the Treaties of 1817 and 19 are not to be preju

diced by any thing herein c ontained ; but they are declared to 

be protect ed & secured so far as the claimants or those legal 

ly & ri ght fully claiming from them can afsert a valid demand ; 

and whe re any j ust and rightf 1 claim has not been heretofore 

admitt ed and compensated for to any person the same shall be 

recogni zed & paid f or . 

Art 6 Persons who des ire to bec ome citizens of the State in 

which t h ey reside , and who , within te months fr om the date 

of this treaty , shall signify that intent on , and which inte -

tion shal l be r ecor ded in the county where the party res de s , 

shall be entitl ed t o the s ect ion or fra~tional Section of 

land on w _i ch t heir dwelling or improved land , as they pre

fer, may be s i t uated , and to such as shall thus s gnify a 

disposition t o become citi z ns, a r servat ion as aforesa d 

shall be granted, but no pa t ent shall ifsue for the same , un-
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lets the person claiming shall reside thereon for five years 

after the time of recording his intention to become a citi 

zen; and having done so he shall thereafter cease to be con

sidered as be ing entitled to any further privilege as a Cher

okee under the articles of this agreement, except so far as 

the Cherokee nation ~est in council may reso ve and determine . 

But any white man marr ed to an Ind an woman shall r ece ve 

the right and patent i n the name of his wife on y , and not 

his own. 

months 
Art. 7 It is stipulated and agreed that thi ty~ from the date 

of this treaty be allowed for removal and until then no sur-

vey of the Cherokee l ands by the Un ted States shall t ke 

place except under the circumstances of enrollment or removal , 

such as are stated in the f irst section of the second article 

or this agreement; and as compensation and induc ement to those 

who may remove earl y , it is agre d that Indian per ons who 

shall emigrate before the fifteenth of October one thousand 

eight hundred and thirty five of whatever age or eex they m y 

be, shall be enti tled on their arrival wes t to be paid sixty 

dollars each, and twenty f ve dollars will be allowed to those 

who shall remove during the ensuing year thereafter; but after 

that period, to wit Octob r e i ghteen hundred and thirty s x, 

this compensation will no t be allowed, except to those who may 

have emigrated previously to that time . 

Art. 8. That no delay be occasioned to those who may desire 

to remove, it is consented that an agent or agents shall be 
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t into the Cherokee country as soon notice of the intended 

removal is obta i ned, who shall re eive all Ind an personal 

property which i s not desired to be carried away; anr the same 

shall be sold and the net proceeds paid over to the ovmers 

respectively who may be en itled to the same: or the same , 

••Y at the d i scretion of the Un ted States may be valued , 

and the va luation thereof be paid by the nited States . 

Art. 9. The Cherokees are rapidly improving· their people 

have yielded the chas e , ann are becoming agricultural . They 

desire still to progrefs, and to that end it is consented that 

on getting t o their new homes, One thousand dollars shall. be 

advanced to them to procure materials for printing and pub

lishing a news paper; that ten thousand dol lars a year, for 

twenty years shall be allowed for common schools with rl the 

limite of the nation, and for teachers an the furnish ng of 

blacksmiths shops with iron and steel, and for erectin mills, 

as the nation may desire; and Rlso the further sum of ten thous

and dollars ~or eighteen years, fo k the educat on of children 

within t he States, the same to be disbursed under the slperin

tendance of the secretary of ~ar; a lso there shall be advanced 

to them t wenty five thousand dollars for th purpose of erectin 

such school and other houses as the nat · on may desire; and for 

ploughs, axes, hoes looms & wheels, t hirty thousand dollars. 

Art.lO The pa rti es furthe r agree that such of the Cherokees as 

shall, aft e r this date , r emove to the west shall be paid or 

the improvements whi ch may be left and which add real value to 

the land, And to this end , t he Pr esioent will appoint some 



discreet pers on or pe rs ons to value the same , and make report 

·to the Secretary of Var of all the improvements ann their value 

within the Cherokee ~ountry ; and it is agreed that five hundred 

, 

thousand dollars shall be set apart for that purpose, to be dis 

bursed to t he different clai mants at their new homes, as their 

removal takes pla ce . But as many of the Indians may , by the 

whites, be arres ted on the eve of their departure for debts 

actually due or f eigned , and their emigration thereby be prevented , 

it is cons ented tha t the United St ates will pay all such claims 

after t h e mode and manner that the President may prescribe, as may 

be ascertained to be justly and fairly due, to an amount not ex

ceeding fifty t hous and dollars, but no part or portion of this 

sum shall be paid t o any person who shall cause an Indian to 

b.e a rrest ed fo_ the debt claimed of him, nor on account of any 

Indian who does not emigrate beyond the ~ifsifsipp i . 

The seve ra l i tems of payments secured & promised to be 

paid under the d i fferent provisions of this treaty , may be 

estimated beyond and greater than what the expenditure actually 

may be. And to avoid 11 difficulty and uncerta inty in reference 

thereto, i t is understood that if the several amounts herein 

pledged be not expended , that the balances remaining shall be 

added Do and from an i ncrEa s e to the Cherokee annuities, and 

furtper,it i s a greed that the annuities now due and owing , 

and those whic h sha ll be come due , shall be apportioned and 

paid to the East and ~est Cherokees i n proportion to their 

relative numbers, until a ma jori t y en rol to remove , or actually 

remove, and thereaft e r the whole annui t i es shall be paid to those 

living West of the Mi f s ifsippi river . 
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Art. 11. It is furthermore agreed that , to satisfy fully the 
.. 

Cherokee people who entertain and exprefs doubts if the country 

to the west, already p ofsefsed an which is to be patented to 

them, be adi quate to the want s and probable necefsities of the 

whole nation , that the follow g territory, supposed to con

tain about e.i ght hundred thous and acres, shall be added to the 

large · and extensive country already secured to them , to wit , 

all that t erritory wh ch 1 es East oft e Osage reservat on, 

and west of the wes t ern boundary of the State of Miss ouri; 

and should it be satisfactorily ascertained after the removal 

of the Cherokees to their western homes , that in extent and 

quality, the country secured to them for agricultural purposes 

is inadequate t o ·thei r wants and necefsities , then the Uni ted 

State s promi se to use their endeavons to procure from the 

Osage Indians , along their sout'hern boundary ., a cefs on of 

such of their lands as may be su£ficient to furnish a comfort 

able and satisfact ory hom~ for the Cherokee people· and i the 

United St ates prove succefsful i n the negot ation, the sume is 

to be afs i gned by patent t the Cherokees; and there upon if de 

sired by t he Un ted States , the Cherokee Nation will surrender 

all the c l a i m they have to an equal quantity off their extreme 

western boundary , usually denominat ed the "Outlet' to the V.est . 

But from t he above cefsion , the l ands granted heretofore under 

former treat i es , to the Senecas, Shawnees and Quapaw Indians 
but 

are reserved and excepted;Asaid tribes if consented to by them, 

and the Cherokees r es i d i ng to the Wes t , may become members of 

the Che~okee Nat ion , and pofsefs all t he rights and privileges 



of other Cherokees; and thereafter all their lands shall be 

considered a~ being hel in common. 

Ar~ 12 In t heir earnest desire and efforts to remove the the 

Cherokees expect much interrupt ion, and that means will be 

resorted to preveut t heir enrollment and removal, through 

threats to be made and fears to be excited . The United States , 

therefore, cov enant and agree to protect them from interrup

tion, if any sh ould be attempted or threatened ; and further

more will cause to be prosecuted, to the extent the laVis will 

authorize, such persons as shall interfere to disturb or pre

vent their removal . 

Art. 13. It is stipulated t hat the expenses of the Cherokees 

who have come to the City of Nashington , and are here at this 

time shall be pai d , and a l so thei expenses in returning hom~ . 

Witnefs John H Eaton Commron 

Charles F Little 

Secy to Commr 

Rt M Johns on 

m Schley 

W B Lewis 

John Coffee 

C 0 Clay 

James Standifer 

Benj Reynolds, Indian Agent 

F W Armstrong C Agent 

A P. Chouteau 

Benj F Currey 

the part of the United States 

Andre Rofs 

John We st 

J ames Starr his x mark 

T. F . Pack 



The undersigned , . be i ng a deligation fr om the wes t ern 

Cherokees, repres enting fully t he wi shes of the i r nation , 

have con91de r ed t t-e several artic le s of thi s agreement, and 

they do hereby agree t o, and approve of the same; and here 

by give, a s f a r a s we can our afs ent t o the same , and do i n

vite our :f'r i ends and br -othe rs who rema i n i n the States of 

Georgia, No r t h Carolina , Al abama and Tennefsee, Where we we l l 

know they c anno t r e s ide in peace to come and part ic i pate with 

us in t he ble~s ings we enjoy , They wi l l be rece ved by our 

people k i ndly and a s brothers . 

Cha r le s F Li ttl e 

Secy t o Commifsioner 

"uke Lea 

S~l Buncti 

'"Tohn Rogers 

J ohn Drew 

J ames Rogers 

1oses Smith his x mark 

Suppl ement to a treaty between the United St ates , by 

their Commifs i oner duly a ppoin t ed , and t he Cherokee Del egat on, 

which wa s concluded at the City of ash ngt on on t he n i ne

teenth da y of J une , one tho usand and eight hund r ed and th rty 

four. 

Vhereas by f ormer t reaties entered int o , i t wa s s ipu

lated that a count ry should be se t apart for the res i dence o 

the Cheroke e peopl e & i n pur suance of this agreement and un

derstanding , many have r emoved , and mor e p opose to remove , 



now it is unders tood that the country heretofore ceded west of 

the Mifsifsippi, be ng originally intended for the use and 

ocupancy of the whole Cherokee people , the United States will 

secure and protect them in the use , pofsefsion and enjoyment 

thereof, to the extent that others heretofore, at any time, 

have enjoyed and pofsefsed the same. But upon application of 
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the Cherokees that the country ar"signed to the ir use i s insuf

ficient, then t he United States influenced by the kindest feel

ings towards their Cherokee friends and brothers , will approve 

any arrangement which the Cherokee nation by one or more persons 

to be appointed, Shall arrange or cause .to be a~ranged with their 

neighbors, the Osage Indians, for an enlargement of the present 

limits so as to run north along t he Eastern Osage boundary, six· 

teen miles, and thenc e ~est to what is called, on the map here 

to annexed and sign~d, and dated this day by the Commi fs ioner 

and the Cherokee delegation, "Mccoys Habitabl e Li ne , and as 

consideration to effect this object, the United States consent 

to a oefsion , to the Osage Indians, . of an equal quantity of 

land ceded by them from the unoccupied territory pofsefs d y 

the United ~tates alang and with the Northern boundary of the 

Osages, to the eastward of said habitable line." And it is fur

thermore provided , and exprefsly understood that the expenses of 

obtaining this terr~tory , over and above the land to be conseded 

by the United States in a i d thereof , shall be chargeab e on the 

Cherokee funds , secured under the articles of agreement to which 

this is a supplement, the same to be taken from any part of the 

estimates and allowances which a r e authorized under the Ninth 

Article or tbe agreement, to which this is a supplement , But 



as an arrangement may be made before the Cherokees are authorized 

to receive any thing from the government it is agreed that the 

aum to be pa id shal l be advanced by the United States , and be 

charged to the Che rokees , by them to be reimbursed , 

The t ~nth Art icle ~s agreed to be so amended that, that 

when the Cherokee s remove , ferries owned by any of them shall 

be taken i nt o t he estimate as parts and portions of the value 

or improvement s t o be estimated and paid for . Said article 

also requires that improvements shall be paid for to the Cher~ 

okees on reaching their ~estern homes . It is agreed that so 

muoh of any I nd i ans improvement as may be necefsary to pay any 

debts which shall be due and Owing, and shall so appear to the 

satisfa cti on of the Secretary of War , may and shall be so paid 

for by s aid Se cretary to the creditor after the debtor emi 

grated , But any demand thus to be allowed and paid shall be 

subj e ct and liable to the several restr · ations and cond tions 

which a r e cent nued in same article in reference to the pay ng 

or other I nd i a n debts; And the amount for that purpose, lim

ited tn sa i d art i cle , shall be applicable first to t ose In

d i ans whose improvements are found insuffici ent to pay their 

debt. 

Andrew Rofs, i t is understood, has made a turnp ke road, 

which has cost not lefs than one thousand dollars: it is 

stipula t ed t hat he shall be paid for the same . 

I t i s reque sted and agreed to that the Un ted States 

will r edeem t he Osage reserves of eight sections, ¥ t hin he 

Cheroke e t erri tory , which here t ofore have been reserved and 



cured to them by pr vious treat i es, whenever the same can be 

&ftected on fair and r ea sonable terms , 

It is Stipulat ed and unde r stood that an equal and just 

proportion of the present Cherokee annuities shall be given to 

each person who shall enr ol for emi gration, an the same shall 

be paid when the par ties are about to .emigrate to the ,Vest , and 

so tar as the Secretary of War can ~i ascertain, he will cau se 

their former annuity of ten thousand dollars to be proportioned 

from time to time , equally , to· the East and west Cherokees , 

agreeably to t he i r r espect ive and relative population , 

And Ind i a persons who under the provisions of this agree

ment, may be entitled to s ubsistence for a year after removing 
money ration 

to the west, may commute that subsistence for eRy-at the a B ieteaee 

price, if t he di sburs ng agent on the part of the government shall 

consider it advantageous to the party app ying and shall consent 

to the same; and whenever contracts are necefsary to be made for 

procuring supplie s fo r ~fie subsist nee , and any Cherokee shall 

propose for the same , the contract shal be awarded to him if 

the terms of the offer be liber a l & lo1 as those offered by 

others. 

The expenses i n comin to , returni ng from, and remaining 

in the city of ~as hington , of the wes t ern Cherokee Deligation, 

who have come here to a id and afs is t their eastern b "ot .hers ., 

and to encourage the m to go west , i i agree shall be paid; 

and also their Clerk Mr Shaw, who ha s a ccompani ed them , and 

aided in this Service. 



The Cherokees pro ose that the i right may be regarded 

and to this end ask thRt t he ac t of eighteen hundred & thirty 

two, which prohibit ed ardent spirit s to be introduced into 

their country, may be r epe aled . The authority of Congrefs 
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to "regulate cormnerce wi th the Ind an tribes" is not den ed ; 

but in that doe s not consist , they think , a right to restrain 

and prevent them to use & enjoy , and take into their country , 

on their own account, those arti cles wh ch their wh te brothers 

use and consider t o be comfort s and luxuries . The application 

offered is tho ght t o be reasonable and just , and it is agreed 

that the Cherokees shall, f or their own fam ly , use carry into 

the nation wine and ardent spirits ; but it is also agreed tha t 

no white traders sha l l be permitted to intJ•oduce them, an the 

Cherokees agree t hat they ~ill not, for the purpose of specula

tion and gain , whereby t o corrupt the temperate habits of their 

brothers & f r iends. Yet , i f the Pres i dent and Senate shall 

think propper to d isapprove o t h s proposition it is consented 

that its rejection is no t in any wise to affect this treaty , 

although they conside r t he reques t j ust , reasonable and proper , 

the abuse not the use of ardent spi rit s makes the wrong ; and 

upon this point they r espectful l y submi t i f their own coun

cils, instead of Congrefs , sha l l not be at 1 berty to dec i de 

antl if this article be adm tted , i t i s f urt her agreed tha t 

tne Secretary of ar shall settle and pay f or s uch F a 

ardent spirits of the In i ans as vas s e i zed and confis ca t ed 

by Capt Vashon and Maj Arms t ron , t he Agent s of the Govern-
year 

ment, in the ~ e ighteen hundred and thi r ty t wo. 



Done at the Ci ty of ~ashington , this 23rd day of 

June 1834 

ChB F Little 

Rh M Johnson 

~ Schley 

John Coffee 

C C Clay 

James Standifer 

(

Luke Lea 

Saml Bunch 

James A , !hi te s i de 

Benj F Currey 

wm D Shaw 

Secy to Cherokees 

John H Eaton Commr on the 

part of the u States 

Andrew Rofs 

John iVest 

T J Pack 

James Starr his x mark 

a sh ngton City 

July 16 . 1834 

The wi thin is a true copy of a treaty which was con-

eluded by me as Commifsioner on the part of the U States ¥ith 
' 

the Cherokee Del i gation at this place during the present sum-

mer. 

Given under my hand this day 

Jn° H Eaton 

The above Ci r tifi cate wa s wri tten by ajor John H Eaton at the 

office of Indi an Af fairs i n my presence on the day above named . 

Elbert He rring 

Commifsioner of Indian Affairs 



The foregoing i s a copy of Articles of Agreement which 

I am directed by t he President of the U S to submit to the 

Cherokee people for their approval . As t hese articles will be 
act ed 

carried with and ~k@y upon sooner or later aas your aid in 

their promulgat ion is mos t respectfully requested 

To Jn9 Rofs Geo Lowry Geo ~aters 

Maj Ridge & other Cherokees 

atsembled at Red Hil l T 

Ben . F. Currey Supt 

Cherokee Removals 

Oct 13 1834 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees ( East) Articles of Agreement between J . H. 
Eaton U.S.Com' r & Andrew Ross John est T.J . Pack Jas .Starr . ) 



ills Town C. N. Aug~ 17~h 1834 

Dear Sir, 
about 

I have b een at home aeaPl y two weeks and haviag been ex-

pecting to s ee you here before this I would be truely glad if 
as possible 

JOU could make i t Convenient to come down here soon ~ there was 

a plan laid a f ew days ago to kill Pack & myself by some of 

the Indians, they understood that we were going to crofs the 

mountain to Bellefonte on a certain day . they collected to 
& had 

go lay in ambush f or us on the mountain but after they_Collected ,.. . 

they were told t hat we had gohe down the valey they then con

cluded to def er their designs until another more favourable 
dayly 

opportunity , I can hear of such threats almost aalay, I have 
no 
~fears about them if they would only come out boldly, but I beleave 

that ther designs is to take some private advantage of us, there 

is no doubt but what the indians are urged on by Certain Individ-

uals who a re afraid show the i r own faces but pushes the ignor-
you 

ant ind ians befor e them I wish to come down soon as pos~ible 

if it is in your power to do so I shall be on my guard, & if 

there is an a ttac t made on me I will try to kill one of them 

at least, I would come up myself but I hurt my horses back so 

that I cannot rid~ him & my good friend here are so obliging 

that they wil l not l end me one . Respectfully yrs 

A. Rof s 

Dart Davis has come to the conc l usion to enroll the first time 

he see~ you and has r equested me to s end you word to come to 

his house soon as possible and bring t he afsefsors with you 

I think there will be several others that will enrol in this 

neighborhood - Come well prepared & we gi~e these threatening 



Pellows Hell if you have the regulars at your comand send a 
out 

4etatcbment down with fa i l 

A. Rofs 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees Ea st B. F . Currey A. Ross . Report of 
shooting of John alker . Above letter addressed to Curry . ) 

180 



Cherokee Agency Aug 25 1834 

E Herring Esqr . 

Comr I nq Affrs 

Sir 

A Council of Cherokees having been convened at Red Hill 

T, by Jno Refs a f ew days ago where JnO Walker was present In 

returning home he was fired on twice by persons laying in wait 

He says h e saw one of them & recognized him to be an Indian the 

first fire was without effect but the second wounded him danger-

ously - the Ball having pafsed through his body above the right 

nipple There are however hopes entertained of his recovery 

shoul d a skillful surgeon reach him in time 

Encl osed I send you a letter from Andrew Rofs which will 

show you the temper of the Indians excited as they are by the 

misrepresentations of Jno Rofs & his party in relation to the 

late Treaty Rumor says all who were accefsory to this arrange

ment a r e to sl1are M0 Intoshes fate Indeed we have ~ee much 

reason to apprehend the party adverse to a treaty decreed this 

course be f ore they l eft the City and are now standing in the 

back ground while their minions are to carry into eff~ct 

their diabolical schemes by shedding the Bloo of their 

Brethren At the Council Ri dge was afsailed with much violence 

& threats are out against h i s life also as I am informed I 

started to the Council myself but it adjourned before I ~eached 

there - t he cefsion was unusually short & the object of the 

meeting not promulgated 

Would it not be well fo r you to direct the Commander 

of the Troops a t Coca Creek to station himself or a detachment 
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of his forces any where in t he Ind i an settlements that the c i r -

cumstances may seem to require f or the purpose of intimedating 

these people & preventing the effusion of Blood. 

The Commander of t he s e t r oops neve r having reported 
to me 

himself leave s a doubt whether he would consider himself bound 
;tl 

by my requi siti on & our f r i ends being comparatively few in the 

nation requi re ~ki s support from that quarter 

P. S. 

On t hi s subj ect be pleas ed to write me without delay 

Most Respectfully 

I have the Honor to be 

Your very obt servt 

Ben F. Currey 

Time may Show that the shot Wa l ker rece i ved was the result of 

some old grudge between h i m & J a 8 .Foreman i ns t ead of the Treaty 

spoken of 

18.2 : 

{OIA: 1834 Cherokees Eas t B. F . Currey A. Ross. Report shoot ing 
of John Walker . 



Cherokee Agency Aug 26 1834 

Genl Geo Gibson 

CornY Genl Subsistence 

Sir 

I arr i ved at this Agency on the 19th Inst After having 

visited Golconda Ill & Cape Girardeau M? with the view of as -

certaining the best route by land for the removal of Cherokee 

emigrants In orde r to be availed of all the information on 

this subject considered of i mportance to the Department I must 

beg leave to defer a report until r - see Lieut Harris who i s at 

this time at the Blountsville A springs & whose observation 

wil enable him to furnis h information additional to that col -

lected by 

Yours most Respectfully 

Ben F Currey 

PS Will my friend Easton have the goodnefs to send me three or 

four printed copi es of the newly printed regulations on the sub

ject of Indian removals? 

(OIA: 1834 
Geo. Gibson. 

Cherokees (Emigr . ) Ben j. F . Currey, Supt . , t o Gen . 
Rel to the Golconda route, e tc . ) 



(COPY) Head ~uarters 7 Ift 

· Fort Gibson Sept 7th 1834 

Sir 

Yours of this dat e , I have received and shall tomorrow 
' 

or next day, send the s·oldi ers (including the sergeant) that 

were accefsori e s o r the cause of Jefse Parris's death, under 

the charge of an Off i cer of Fort Coffee . There to be kept 

in confinement unti l you require them of the Command ng Of

ficer, Capt Steuart, to be delivered to the civil authority. 

I will transmit to you a copy of the proceedings of a Board 

of Inquiry that I i n s tituted for the investigation of every 

particular rela t ive to Parr is' death, by which you will per

ceive who a r e the principa witnefses. These witnefses, I 

will order to Fort Smith as so on as you notify me that they 

are necefsary, in order that the prisoners may be comnitted 

to Goal by t he i r t esti mony . 

I remain 

To 

Major F W Armst r ong 

Acting Supert es t. Territory 

Present 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

Jos B any 

t 
B Col . U.S.A. 

(OIA: 1834 Cheroke es ~e st. F • . • Armstrong . Respecting 
Cherokee murderers.) 
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(COPY) Fort Gibson Sept 7th 1834 

Col James B Many 

Commanding Ft . Gibson 

Sir 

In our conver s ati on of yesterday , upon the subject of the 

death of Parris, a Cherokee , we came to the conclusion that the 

perpetrators of the ac t should be dealt with in such a way,as to 

meet to meet t he requisites of the law, without delay , so that 

the responsibil i ty of keeping the offenders safe, should at 

once be thrown on the c i vil authority , to where it legally be-

longs, It wa s unde rs tood between us that it would be best to 

send the offenders t o Ft . Coffee (Ironed) and let them be kept 

there until I could wri te the Dist . Attorney for the U. s . Mr . 

Roan, at Littl e Rock , and call on him to send up the Marshal, 

or take what ever other course he might deem proper in this case . 

It is understood t hat the Guard will continue with them, until 

they are safely lodged i n Goal , or until they are relieved by 

the civil authority , which will be upon committal being made , 

unleta the f urther afsistance of the command is wanted to guard 

them to Goal , of which the Marshal will be the judge . 

It wil l be necefsary t o send wi th the officer having 

charge of them, a list of wi t nefses exami ned by the committee, 

or such as i s necersary to ensur e a commi ttal . I Will tharu{ 

you to include i n the list of witnefses Elijah Cowan, B H. Smith , 

wm Glats, a Cherokee , and Captain Wes t . The testimony of Cowan 

is important on the examination . He is near here , and the Cher

okees will advise him to attend whenever the command i s ready to 

march. I have been requested to employ Cols Sevier e and Ashley 

] nt':' 
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as prosecuting counsel on the part of the Nation . This will 

be done. 

It is du e to the Chiefs to state that they appeared 

satisfied at the course propo.sed to be taken in this unfor

tunate and verry much to be regretted affair . I am to noti 

fr the Cheifs when the Court sits. 

I have the honor to pe 

Your Obt Servt 

(Signed) F W Armstrong 

A S. W. T. 

p s. A copy of this letter has been furnished the Cheifs . 

(OlA: 1834 Cherokees wes t. F.W . Armstrong . Correspondence on 
murder by u. s . t roops . ) 
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Choctaw Agency Sept 11th 1834 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

Com of Indian Affairs 

Sir 

I regret to inform you that a most unfortunate affair 

took place between a command from Fort Gibson, sent out by or

der or Col Many , consisting of a. Sergeant and ten privates , on 

the night of t he 25th of last month . 

It appears that a white man not a resident among the 

Cherokees, was at a half- breed's living within two miles of 

the Garrison, a. great \Yhiskez character. This white man was 

drunk and i n a. difficulty which grew out of this man's abus

ing Parris's wife, and breaking some things in the house, the 

Half Cherokee Parris took a club and beat this man until his 

life, for some days , was despaired of . 

Col Many commanding the Fort knowing that the law had 

legislated Capt . Vashoen out of office, and not knowing that 

he was appointed Sub; and knowing that I was absent, felt i t 
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his duty to have this Cherokee taken, he therefore sent a command 

to take him, as stated, but in doing so, it is admitted by all, 

that he gave positive orders, not to use force under any cir

cumstances. When the command reached the house of the Chero

kee, he jumped out of the window and ran, it was in the night , 

and fotr of the command fired, as they say at the order of 

the Sergeant, the r e i s a good deal of excitement among the 

Cherokees; and the Cheifs complai n that this is the fourth 

man that has been murdered, and no redrefs, threats are made 

by some of those peopl e . I had the Cheifs together, and as you 



will see from the enclosed l et ter, which i s a copy of one to 

Col Many, things are quiet - I have taken such a course as I 

hope will be sati s~actory . 

Without the l east censure i ntended , i t is not , in my 

opinion, right that the mil i tary should act until an opportu

nity is afforded the Cheifs and Nation to deliver the of fender 

up, which they will d o i n al l cases , when a demand is peremp

torily made, by the Gov ernment Agents . 

Enclosed you will , also , receive a copy of Col Many ' s 

188~ 

letter to me, and a copy of my letter to the Dist . Attorney , which 

will put you i n pof s ef s i on of all the facts connected with this 

case. 

I presume the particulars will be furnished the sec . of 

War, through the pr oper Mi litary channel , as a committee did 

set several days, taking down the testimony . To which I have 

the honor to refer you f or the details of this unfortunate 

aff'air. 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt Servt 

F W Armstrong 

A. S . W. T. 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokees West . F .W. Armstrong . Correspondence on 
murder by u. s . troops. There is no copy of Col. Many ' s let
ter to Armstrong in the file . ) 
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Choctaw Agency Sept 11th 1834 

Sam C Roan Esqr 

Dist Attorney for the U. S . Ar kansas Terr itory 

Sir 

A command of sold i ers in attempting to take into custody, 

a Cherokee, by t he name of Parris , under the orders of Col . 

Many, unfortunately k i lled him, although when· the command left 

the Garrison, on this duty , they were exprefsly ordered not to 

use force in taking the deceas ed , still four of the command 

fired contrary t o orders . · I considered it my duty to have 

them placed i n t he hands of the civil authority , without de-

lay, The prisoners are in Irons , and will be kept at Ft 

Coffee, near t hi s place , until your precise instructions 

are received. The l ate act of Congrefs pafsed 30th June 

last, attaches this District of Country to your Territory, 

a reterrence to that l aw, which I presume has been forwarded 

to you by this time, will enable you to instruct me as re

quested. The Che r okees have r equired ·me to employ Cola 

Seviere and Ashley to aid you in the prosecution . If you 

deem it proper, which I presume it will be , the Marshal 

should be sent directly he re, or any other course you may 

point out, will be fol lowed by the Government officers 

connected with this duty, your early at tention to this , 

is required, as there is great excit ement in the Nation . 

The names of all t he wi t nefses, proper to be sum

moned, will be forwarded you at t he t ime t he prisoners are 

placed in the hands of the ci vil authority, and such of them 

will accompany the command having char ge of the offenders , 

aa will ensure a committal before the examining court . 



trial. 

Please inform me when the court will set, for their 

I am respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

{S i gned) F W Armstrong 

A S. W. T. 

(OIA: 1834 Cherokee s West F.W . Armstr ong . Correspondence on murder 
bJ U. S. troops. ) 

190 



Cherokee Agency Sept 13 1834 

Bon Lewis Caf's 

secY of Wa r 

Sir 

Enclosed i s a copy of a communications from myself & 

Colo Montgomery to John Rofs - of the Cherokee Tribe & Govr 

Carroll of Tennefs ee Also a copy of a letter of instructions 

trom the President of the U. S . to us in relation to the mur-

der of' Walker &C 

The Shff of the Ind Govt & his half Brother have been 

arrested by the afsistance of the U. S. troops - ass The 
was 

circumstancia l tes timony so strong in its character as to 

justify their committal 

Two other Cherokees were arrested & committed on ac-

count of threat s made against myself during the pendency of 

the examination - They are Brothers to the murderers of 

Walker 

Most Respectfully 

I have the Honor to be 

Your very Obt servt 

Ben F . Currey 

(0IA: 1834 Cheroke es East B.F.Cur r ey A. Ross . Report 
ahooting of John Walker. No copies of letters t o Ross 
and Carroll and l etter of instructions in f ile . ) 



Hon Lewis Cafs 

Secy. of 'ar 

Sir 

Cherokee Agency Sept 15 1834 

The following is a copy o some of the proceedings at the 

late Council cal led by Jno Rofs and a h storical account of 

matters generally as they occurr d written by Mr Ridge o~ing 

to the Short period of the ir Sefsion i t was not in my power 
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to be personally present . Inde ed I ms advised not t o go to 

their Counci lest my presence or that of any agent of the Govt . 

should sharpen t e ind i gnation of the common Indians & turn 

their feel ings excited as they had been by Rofs & his af so

ciates into open acts of hostil ty aga i nst Ri dge Vann & 

others who had spoken favourably of the arrangement made 

by Andrew Rofs & hi s colleagues. 

To the Committee & Council in general council conv ded 

The unders igned petitioners &citizens of the eighth dis

trict of the Cherokee nation would respectfully represent to 

the general council that s everal members of the Committee in 

the humble opini on of the undersign~d are at this time sustain

ing a course of measures introduced by the Govt of the U. S. 

that are too well calculated if permitted to pafs unnoticed 

by the citi zens of this ountry as not to fail in disappoint

ing our best hopes of finally succeeding in establishing our 

dearest rights - th preservation of our nation. In order 

to preserve ou selves and na tion from the injurious effects 



ot the System of measures kept up by the Govt to create difsen

tions among us and destroy our nation, Justice to ourselves 

and duty to our nation compels us to remove the obstacles ex

isting in the way of our authorities having fo its grand object 

of relieving the Cherok ees from their distrefsed situation The 

undersigned are therefore impelled by the love of country and 

disposed to preserve ourselves therein come before your honol'

able bodies , and present the follo~ing general cparges against 

the Honl Jno Ridge David Vann & Maj . Ridge as maintaining op

inions and a policy to terminate the existence of the Cherokee 
us 

community on the lan s of our fathers & secured tohby treat es 

with the U.S. - Specification . We allege against the Hon1 

Jno Ridge David Vann & Maj Ridge aiding the Govt of the .s . 

in opposing the policy of the nation i n obtaining permanent 

relief from the Government . The undersigned would therefore 

further intreat that your honorabl e bodies pafs an act this 

sefsion to discontinue the above persons as members of the gen-

eral counci l of our nation an that they may vacate their seats 

thereto and that others more patriotick and disposed to sustain 

our policy may be ap ointed in their places and your petition

ers will ever pray Mej Ridge being a member of the executive 

cquncil of the principal we pray may likewise be d iscontinued 

from his station. 

Signed by 22 names from Chatouga District t o from Hi h-

tower 16 from Hickory Log; 88 from Coosawattee, 10 from To

quohee and 6 from Aquohee. In the Cherokee language -

The council do find from mature deliberation of the Con-

tents of the wi thin petition that the persons named in the said 
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tition are guilty of aiding the Govt in its policy in trying 

to etfeot a removal of the Cherokee people to the .est of the 
be 

lifsitsippi & s hould aRe removed from & vacate their seats 

Red Clay C N 

Aug 23 1834 

A M°Coy Ck 

N Council 

In Committee 

his 
Sleeping x Rabbit 

mark 

Speaker Protem 

A communication was received from the Council prefering 

inpeaohable matte r against Mefsrs Jno Ridge David Vann members 

of this body and Maj Ridge one of t he Executive council and on 

Motion of Richard Fields the Communication an documents were 

laid on the table - the Clerk to notify the parties Charged to 

appear at t h is place on the second Monday in Octr next to answer 

to the said prefer ed Charges , 

"I will now communicat to you the res lts of the late 
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Council called at Red Clay where Jno Rofs & his deligation report 

ed on their transactions with the Executive & Congrefs of the U. S. 

during the last winter . spring The counc 1 met. on the 1sth 

Aug ~- adjourned on Saturday of the same week The memorial 

the correspondence annexed to it which was s ubmit ted to the Sen

ate were read & other manuscript letters in relat i on to the 

School fund & on subjects of minor intere st with the Subordin

ate officers in the War Department closed the report for the 

first day. - On the second Jno Rofses verbal commentary on th s 

report & objections to the policy of the Govt of the U. S. were 

given Previous to the meeting of the Council, however, as usual, 



had 
false hopesAbeen r ivi ted on the minds of the Indians by var-

ious rumors of promis i ng prospects founded upon expected con-
were 

sequences which we r e h d in ambiguity and mystery - They all 

to be made plain by the papers when opened - the result of 

the reading cont radicted all this and silence of the full 

blooded India ns who at tended in numbers The members of the 

committee were not Organized but stood or sat among the multi 

tude as they coul d - the Clerks . were not allo~ed to read or 

interpret but it was all managed by Jno Rofs Taylor Ned Gunter 

& George Lowry - when the deligations i direc t propositions 

to submit the Cherokees to take their individual stand ng in 

the States were read Rofs & Gunter explained them away by say

ing they we r e to be submitted to them for their acceptance or 

rejection and if agreed to it was not meant n to emalgamate 
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with the whit e s bu t may be to do it in fifty years or a hundred 

or never at a l l i f the Cherokees did not like to do it, and that 

they had retur ned without mpairing their rights but that they 

were just as good now as they were when the Deligation Started 

At the close of t he repor t Tom Foreman rose & suggested to Rofs 

in a speech t hat he omi tted to eport that the Cherokees were 

getting alive aga i n - he s aw this in the law providing inter-

-course with the ~e stern Ind i ans - that the intercourse law f or 

this country was unrepealed Jackson had signed that law - he 

was forced to do it by ci r cums t ance s - and was lso compel ed 
evehires 

to pay the Annuity money t o the nat i on He said we had iRReFe 

among us right here - Our peopl e wer e do i ng all the mischief -

relief had long ago been obtained if it was not for these ene 

mies - They had induc ed a good port i on of poo r i gnorant Innians 



to enroll, who had all d i ed on the way , or if yet alive they 
• would all die this Summer -

These men might as well carry a poisoned cup to your 

mouths and say drink this & I will give you so much money ! or 

let me give you money to al low me to kill you t 1ho would make 

such a bargain? H. would not (a laugh in co1mc 1,) Ma j Ridge , 
was a member of t he Executive council but he had gone to rash-

1ngton to do some things against his Country . He had gone 

around the nation with the Chiefs & made Speeches telling the 

people to love thei r land , & i n his earnestnefs Stamped the 

ground - the ground was yet sunk where he stamped & now he was 

talking another way I f he Foreman had known this he should 

not have voted f or hi m. Yet t hese men had good clothes on -

why could they not be sati sf ied with their property & not t ry 

to suck for more in the veins of their country &C" During this 

speech it was responded t o by the Indians - I heard one of them 

Parch Corn, who ran away from the Georgia side for stealing say 

"let us kill them" 

I r eplied & expr ef sed my surpr e to hear such a speech 

at the clo se of the rep ort of t he Del ! gation on their r eturn 

from Wash1ngton . ·as i t done a t the suggestion of the Chiefs 

to conclude that r eport ? I c ould not beli eve i t Foreman had 

said that ou cause wa s reviving & appealed to a law made for 

the benefit of the , ~' es tern Indians l et 1 t all be read & let the 

people know upon wha t sort of ground t hey wer e to build their 

hopes. Maj Ridge had with distinguished zeal & abi l i ty served 

his country He saw that it wa s on t he precipi ce of rui n ready 
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to tumble down He told them of their danger Did he tell truth 

or not? Let e very man look at -Our Circumstances & judge for 

himself Was a man to be denounced for his opinions? If a man 

saw a cloud c har ged with rain - thunder & storm & foretold 

that it would f all & urged the people to take care & his appre 

hensions had been confi rmed i s that man to be hated or was he 

to be res pected . Foreman had told untruths to prejudice your 

mind against certain men tp gratify his malice The Delegation 

had g iven us a cand i d repor t I believe they had hid nothing 

from us I t afforqed no hope of relief against our suffering 

Country - why should we embitter each others feelings But if 

the presence of Maj Ridge & myself in their council which we 

thought wa s ours also is disagreeable to you we know how to 

Stay away ~hat ould become of our nation if we were all like 

Tom Fo r eman? Could any good grow out of our Councils? e 

should now f a l l together & twist each others noses - Our eyes 

woul d not r emain in t heir Sockets , but in general we should 

gouge them out &C . Maj Ridge replied at length in a dignified 

Speech wi th a degree of eloquence , that equalled his best ef

forts & def ended his reputation - I wi ll not have room to g ive 

the substance of it But this ~s - sa~e he said that he, "had not 

the vanity t o hope for honors in his declining years His Sun 

or existence was going down - it was low He had only a short 

time to live I t may be that Foreman had better expectations 

& that he showed in Slandering men establish his f ame among 

you But I have no expectat i ons h e will enjoy it long, for we 

have no gover nment - i t is entirely supprefsed vhere are your 

laws? The s eats of your judges are all overturned . ~en I 
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lod.k around upon you all I hear you laugh at me when harsh words 

are uttered by men who know better to promote the r own objects 

I teell on your ac count opprefsed with sorrow r mourn over your 

Calamity & the f a t al delusions in which you are bound You can 

never stand i:B on f reedoms ground again This man will not reap 

any harvest of glory if he expects to be a great man in your 

estimation It is past remedy I am not angr:y at the people I 

know how to fe el f or your condition But as for you who know bet

ter & hold your .plans to yourselves I tell you that you shall not 
• 

make a treaty by yourselves I tell you that you shall be care-

fully watched in your mov ements" After this the thread of Fore-
. 

mans malicious discourse seemed to be deranged He tried to 

speak faultered was embarrefsed - denied he was a SlandereT 

believed he wa s right & requested a letter from Jno Nave to be 

read which sp oke unfavourably of Arkansas as to soil & health 

He sa~d Five of the Coodys family were down with a fever - desired 

his parents sho~ld remain if they had to rent land & that he 

would return i n the fall It was read by Refs & interureted by 

Gunter Aft er this Ned Gunter arose and delivered a Speech on 

a subject which he said had been omitted by Foreman He warned 

them against A Rofses treaty & said a good %a1 to put the peo

ple on the i r guar d when this was done I began to think it was 

a plan devi3e d by Rofs to direc t the peopl es minds from his 

failure & to r a i se their indi gnation against the advocates of 

a Treaty In t hi s t hey succeeded too well . Threats were made 

that if some men di d not t ake care they would drop off from 

their ponies." 
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A Petit i on wri tten by Elijah Hicks a copy of which I 

herewi t h send was n ow privately signed to discontinue by an 

act from office John Ridge David Vann & Maj Ridge for enter

taining opinions i n fav our of removing the Nation The counci l 

unanimously, excepting Geo Chambers who made a speech against 

it found us guilty & impeached us The Committee laid it upon 

the t able to be taken up the 2nd Monday in Octr next when we ar e 

to be tri ed fo r our grievous Sins The Committee will of cours e 

set a s a high court of Impeachment on oath ~m Rogers & E Boudi

not wi l l be our counsel on the occasi on an opportUnity will here 

be pres ented to d is cufs fully our views & policy & ask what the 

policy of the Nation is Towards the close of the council three 

acts were paf sed t o wit an act directing the agent to pay over 

t he annuity money to Judge Martin an act to increase the salar

ies of Shff s & Constables and an act requiring the Pr sident of 

the U. S . to wi t hdraw the Cherokee children fr·om the Choctaw 

academy & afserting the r i ght of choosing the Schollars & the 

Schoo'ls when they are t o be educated by the interest of the 

School fund aeeePei Bg academy f r om the reservat i on made i n 

the tres. ty of 1819 f .or the support of education among t he Cher

okees. Af ter writ ing due Bills to compensate the members of 

the council i t adj ourned Dur i ng the counci l at i t close 

threats were mad e to k il l such as were f r i endl y t o the Treaty 

& j ust s.t 9 Oclock i n the eveni ng J ack ccoy arrived as an ex

prefs to state t hat Jack alker Jr had been way l a id & shot 

Maj Walker ins t ead of go i ng t o see his son accuse the counc 1 

& Ros s a s the i ns tigators of hi s sons afsafsinat ion and th eat

ened to kill the l atter - The Hare & ot hers guarded Mr Rofs in 

his cabbin all ni ght & at different times of t he night s aw t he 



Jajor hovering about the place Before day light Mr Ross started 

home guarded by Taylo r & Dirt Town. In the morning some friends 

Pe~~ea,ea urged me t o avoi d an ambuscade they believed was also 

laid for me on the direct ro ad & to go by Joe Vanns wi th a large 

party who were re turning from council I did so & returned home 

in safety Mr Ros s in going to the council went in a bye path 

with Woodard gu i ded by an Indian called Fox & crofsed New Town 

several miles be l ow 

As h e d i d not crofs at New Town Elijah Hicks exprefsed 

his belief t hat he was slain by the Treaty party & hunted two 

days for his cor pse until he afcertained that he had crofsed 

at Six Killers and gone on to the Council - I really beli eve 

that between t he Off cial & ~oodard that John Rofs is under 

serious apnrehensions for his life, & as for us we know that 

we are i n danger & you may judge of the situation of both par

ties at a t i me when our nation is crumbling into ruin The Com

mittee appear as a body to pofsefs reason but gre tly silent & 

caucious all t he pri ncipal ha f Breeds treat me respectfu ly 

& politly but they do not exprefs opinions but in disconnected 

terms and they are greatly opposed to removals They live in 

the hope I believe t o ef fect a compromise by yealding up 

Georgia & secure protection in the remainder This scheme 

is support ed by t he weakest argw1ent & at the same t me all 

their energ ies are exerted to prejudice the peep e a~ain t 

Arkans a s - they a l l ege tha t all are in a stcte of slavery as 

soon as t hey en r ol l Jno Rofs has been instructed by Mr Ser

gent of Philadelphi a to i n st i tut suits ag tinst the Georgians 

in their own co rts & in the Federal Di strict courts He di d 
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not report this in council but I am credibly informed it is 

a tact" 

From the foregoing it will be seen what countenance 

was given by Mr Rofs & his party to the murder & afsination of 

the Treaty party, 

Gunter who spoke in relation to A Rofss Treaty is a mem

be~ of Jno Rofss Executive council - from the circumstance of 

Gunters saying Foreman had omitted to speak of one thing &C it 

may be fairly infered F had been instructed by this committee 

of which Rofs i s the principal . The notorious fact too that 

Elijah Hicks the Brother in law of Rofs never acts politically 

without Rs previous sanction will go to show Hicks was instruct

ed by him in relation to the memorial praying the removal of 

Ridges & Vann from the committee & council of which Hicks ap-

pears to have been the writer. 

I am a t thi s time engaged in taking depositions by which 

to ascertain if pofsible all the facts in relation to the mur

der of Walker & the intended murder of others identified with 

the Treaty party in obedience to the Presidents order a copy 

of which was for varded you a f ew days since 

Most Respectfully 

Your very Obt Servt . 

Ben. F. Currey. 

Hon Lewis Cafs 

( OIA: 
Supt. 

1834 Cherokees East (Emigration) B.F. Currey 
Reports proceedings of a council .. ) 
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Cherokee Agency 17~ Sep . 1834 

Sir 

I had a shock i ngtrip- one day and a half in coming from 

Maj. Colemans here; where I arrived yesterday , noon , feverish· 

with vexation and regret that I should be so little punctu 1. 

You may imagine my .astonishment to f ind however that very few , 

scarcely any, except the t hree chiefs the committee and counc i l 

had arrived, and Capt . Vashon informs me t hat he has just now 

called on the ·chiefs c ommi ttee and council requesting them to 

convene the tribe for the exprefsion of their decision asro 

whom the payment shal l be made. When I received the fund·s for 

paying this annuity , I consulted with yourself , Capt. Vashon 

& Capt. Brown as to the time and place of payment ; with Capt . 

Vashon I consulted particularly. By all it was agreed and de

termined that at t h is time and place the payment should be made, 

and. Capt. Vashon told me that he would give timely and ample 

notice as to the time and place, and also of the decision the 

time would then & there be required to make. It would have 

been improper for me to give notice, the i nstructions of the 

dept. imposed this duty on him. Yet I am now informed that 

notice has not been given, and the question i s now being dis

cursed whether notice shall be sent out by mefsengers or not. 

I find that the Chiefs committee & council take the de-
the 

cided stand that they are ~chosen and fair representation of 

the Cherokee tribe, the proper organ through which this decision 

should be exprefsed. They exhibit both the laws for the organ

ization of the Ind. Dept. & appropriations of indian annuities, 
the first 

the language,...of which is "that all annuities shall be paid to 
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the chiefs or such persons as they shall appoint," and of the 

latter "to t he chi efs or such persons as the tribe shall ap

point." 

The counc i l was organized & commenced businefs last even-

ing, and I am i n f ormed that they will this morning notify the 
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Sub Agent t hat t hey are ready to receive the annuity . If he will 

not recognize them as the proper persons to receive , they appeal 

to the Dept . Capt. Vashon calls on them to convene the tribe . 

This I am t old they will refuse to do, in which case the Sub 

Agent will appeal to you . Two contractors are waiting for me, 

I have much other businefs to attend to, and in this state of 

things I shall leave here and make the payment when called on 

by the Sub Agent. 

The Chouteaus are neither here nor at Gibson, I will for

ward your l ett er as soon as pofsible. 

I have not interfered as I thought it would be improper 

and write you this in confidence. I have complied with the 

appointment, my other duties will not allow me to remain here . 

I shall be ready whenever called upon to make the payment. I 

regret the s tate of things but it is not for me to regulate 

them. 

My respect s t o t he ladies 

Respectfully Sir 

Your obt servt . 

J. Van Horne Lieut 3 Inf 

(OIA: 1834. Cherokees West Lt . Van Horne, U. S. A. Chiefs. 
Relative to annui t i es . Above letter addressed to F •• Armstrong.) 



Cherokee Agency Sept . 27 , 1834 

Genl Geo Gibson 

Corny Genl Subsistence 

Sir 

From the best information to be had, with the limited 

examinatj on which it was in my power to take of the Golconda 

route, the distance might be estimated at Eight hundred miles 

from this Agency to the este n Agency . hile that via Mem

phis may b e put down at seven hundred and thi rty 

Dur i ng the greater part of the year the latter route 

would be i mpofsible for land carriages. ~hile the former 

would present no obstacles to prevent travelling at any 

season 

In pa f sing on the Memphis route the Emigrants would 

have to travel through a Cotton growing Country part of the 

way, wher e Supplies would neither be so plentiful or so 

cheap as they would on the Northern route 

The Cherokees have an unconquerable aversion to 

Water t ransportation , any part of the way , which would be 

absolutel y n ecefsary on the Memphis route at most seasons of 

t he year. All their parti alities are fixed in favour of the 

Northern or Gol conda road and most of them would prefer Set 

tling OQ . the l ands designated in A RofsS Treaty west of Mo 

& so & East of the Os age Reservation which would make the 

distance to be t r avelled about equal on each route . 

Waggons and t eams could be had cheaper to go the 

whole distance than they could by engaging them for the Mif-
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a1ta1pp1 river Subject t here to be di smi fsed or continued a t 

pleasure. - Should t hey be cont inued through , it might be well 

to say whether the whole disburs ements for transportat i on 

should not be mad e by the Agent East where the contracts are 

concluded. 
to 

It i s believed no cons i der able number would wish erni 
~ 

grate during this s eason . - Such as do will mostly t ake the 

commutation money or pref er t o be removed by persons selected 

by themselves who would take thi s all owance as compensat i on 

for transporting and subsis t ing them on the way 

~fuere t hi s is a l lowed responsible contractors ~ith good 

and suffic ient s ecuri ty wi ll be required 

Before any general removal takes place it ~ould be 

proper f or an Agent t o pafs along the road Selected , and fix 

Stands a t conveni ent di stances , from which to furni sh the 

necefsary supplies t o emigrants on their way t o the est 

I n conducting an ext ensive public businefs i t is all 

important t hat a regular set of Books should be kept exhi bi t 

ing all t he ti•ansac t ions connect ed with removal &C &C To t hi s 

end the s ervices of G W Currey have been empl oyed - his sallary 

or pay has not yet been fi xed , but will be r egulat ed by the 

duties performed . 

A copy of this Communi cation wi l l be furnished Leut 

Harris \dth a reque st that he make out an estimate and fo r 

ward it to your Department early 

I have t he Honor t o be Most Re spec tful ly 

Your Very Obt Servt Ben F . Currey 

(OIA: 1834 . Cheroke es ( Emigr .) Benj .F . Currey , Supt . to 
Gen. Geo. Gi bson. Rel. to the Go lconda route , etc . ) 
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fro m the pro ceedings at an interview held at the 

Choctaw Ag~~cy, Nov embr 29 , 1834 , by Ma j . F . w. Armstrong , 

Aotg Supt Wes t n Territory, with a delegation of Wes tern 

Cherokees, headed by their 2d Chief Black Coat . Kept by 

the Clerk a~ the Superintendent's Office. 

11 The Chief also comp lained that whi te intruders were 

settling on their lands , bringing their stock &c , with them. 

The Superintendent explained how difficult it would be fo r 

the Agent s t o d i stinguish the white intruders from the num

ber of vvhj_ t e persons permi.tted by the Indians t o live among 

them, without their assistance . He advised them to give the 

Sub Agent, a list of all those whom they want ed to remain 

in their country , and he would have the others expelled from 

their lands . He i mpressed upon them, the necessity of their 

permitting no ne t o r e side among them, bu t men of character 

- of honest and sober habits , whose example of industry 

would be a b enefit to t he Cherokees . He advised them to 

adopt a p lan whi ch he knew would not fail to secure them 

from the intrusion of bad men of all kinds . 
1 That is not 

to employ or permit any stranger to live among them, unless 

he files in the Offic e of the Sub kgent , a certificate of 

character - stating his profess ion , and what he is goin to 

be employed at. 11 The Super i nt endent promised the Chief , 

that he or t he Sub Agent would have al l white persons , 

who faile d to f i le certifi cates of char a ct er, in his or 
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the Sub Agents Office , r emoved from their country . 

The Ghief expr essed mu ch satisfaction wi th the Superin

tendents assurance s; and vi ews of the various sub j ect s they 

had conversed upon; and the Del egation agr eed to meet the 

Superintendent at Fort Gibson , on the 15t h of next month . 11 

(OIA: 1835. estern Supt 1 y . J •• Armstrong . ) 
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Athens, January 20 , 1835 . 

An examination of the papers of the late John ~ralker 

Junior, of the Cherokee Nat ion, leads me to suppose , that he 

lost his life on account of the relation he sustained towards 

the Government o f the United States , res pecting the removal 

or his peop le; or , at least, that if private pique was the i m

mediate cause of his death , its perpetrators would not have 

dared to commi t t e crime , but for the countenance they antic 

ipated from thos e of opposite sentiments . Th is cons deration, 

and the fact , that his family is nearly related to me - his 

wife being a grand daughter of Col . Meigs - embolden me to ask 

of the Department , that in making a final arrangement for the 

removal of the Cherokees , a reservation be granted his wife 

tor life, remainder in fee to his children , to include the very 

valuable i mprovements on which he resided at the time of his 

death. 

Feeling ver great solicitude on this subject, y ou will, 

I trust, excuse me or most earnestly solic ting your attent on 

to this application , and begg n the favor of an early answer 

to this letter, and the communica tion of the views of the De -

partrnent on th s proPosition . 

'ost respectfully 

Your obt . aervt . 

Ron . Lew . Cafs , 

Secretary of 17ar. 

(OIA: 1835. Ch ' ok e e s Eust 
or John !alker . 

R. J . eigs 

.J. Me i gs . Opinion as to murder 



Fairfield 1 6~~ Feb . 1835 

To Maj F Armstrong 

Superintendant &c 
. 

D. Sir 

You will recklect you requested us to inform ~ou when 

an' of the white men in the Nation behaved amifs, that they 

may be put out of the Nation , or dealt with according to their 

misconduct; we now accordingly present the followi ng persons , 

viz. Mr. Floid Jorden - Mr . James Mcdonald and Mr John Mosely, 

all white men, the two last with Cherokee families and the 

rirst with a Catawby wife . 

Mr. Floid Jorden bas been in the Nation about five years , 

and his conduct has generally been notoriously bad, as a gam

bler, drunkard and quarrelsome man . On the 11~~ Instant he 

provoked a quarrel with a Cherokee man , by the name of ~irl -

wind ( i'lhirlwinds son) and unmercifully b~et him without cause 

till he was dange rously wounded hitting him with an axe and 

using other dangerous weapons on him . At the time of the 

fracus they were both intoxicated 

Mr . J ames M9donald we complain of", as the man who fur-

nished them with the liquor , on which they got drunk . He is 

one of the l ast emigrants , and has generally behaved himself 

as far as we are informed well; but he is certainly known to 

have furnished the liquor to Jorden, and is believed to keep 

ardent spirit in his house for sale . -

r~~r . John Mosely was taken on the 1 ~t day of Peb . by the 

Lighthorse and tried accord ing to our laws and usages for 

horse stealing, and found gui lty. He stole two horses from 



Snow a white man 11 ving in the Na·cion rvi th an Indian 

family. The witnefs against h i m is also a white man . He 

was kept under guard and not punished , with the design of 

reporting his case to yourself , to know what should be done 

with him, as both he and Mr . Snow are \Vhite men . You will 

now please to inform us what we must do with him, whethe r we 

shall deliver him over to your order to be tried by the U. s . 

law, or punish him according to our laws and usages . -

his 
John X Looney 

mark 
his 

Aaron X Price 
mark 

Thos X Fields 

Eagle X 

John X Smith 

Climbingbear x 

James x Campbell 

Irentacher x 

Rogter X /signature blotted/ 

(OIA: 1835. Cherokees Vest. John Jolly & others to F.'"'.Arm
strong. Relativ e t o var ious legal compl ications . ) 



Vash ngton , Jarch 13~h 1835 

To Hon Lewis Cafs 

Secretary of l~ ar 

The undersigned would respectfully repre -

· sent that Mr Richard Fields , upon promise of having his expenses 

paid, came to t his Ci ty for the purpose of inducing M~ Rofs & 

others to come to some a r rangement wi t h t he Govt . for the relief 

or the Cherokees and not being .authorized in any way he does 

not think proper nor consistant to sign the prorisionary ar-

rangement to b e pr oposed by the Govt. to the Cherokee people , 

The Undersigned bein afsured that M: Fields will not lay any 

obstacles in the way of a free and unbiased discufsion upon the 

acceptance or re jection or the propositions of the Govt , but 

will himself give t hem proper consideration & induce others 

to do so, would r equest tha t his expenses may be paid . 1!'le un
and fifty 

derstand tha t t wo hundred~Dollars will be sufficient to defray 

his expenses 

~e are respectfully C 

John Ridge 

El ias Boudi not 

1V. A. Davis 

S . il , Bell 

J ohn 'est 

Ezekiel ','Jest 

Archilla Smith 

(OIA: 1835 Cherokees East John Ri dge & others of delegation . 
ish expenses of R. Field paid . ) 



( COPY ) 

Oapt9 Geo Va s hon 

U. S. Sub Agent 

Sir: 

The Nationa l Gouncil has thought t proper and expedient 

that you should b e informed of the nature and design of the 

present council . The p~ovisions of Treaty has been made by 

John F Schermerhorn on the part of the . s . and a delegation 

ot the Ea s tern Cherokees , and as said Treaty involves the in

terests of t his nation , it ha s been to this nation for our con-

siderat i on. 
\ 

The princ i pal Ghief has called the present ati onal Coun-

cil together f or its consultat i on , some objections to the Treaty , 

a s it re s pects the rights of this nation; but as the object of 

the Treaty appears to be to unite the two nations in one on the 

Arkansas, upon satisfacto y terms , the national has tho ght it 

highly proper and expedient to take such e teps as will effect 

such a t ermina t i on . 

The nat ional council by direction of the Chiefs have 
? 

selected four del egates e ssrs Jos Fuw; m s Coody , John Smith 

and John Drew ; who a r e inst r uc t ed and authorised to go to the 
to 

Eastern Cherokees; and i f possible , effect such arrangements 

as wi l l unite the t wo people in one , upon the Arkansas; and 

upon such principles as wil l be satisfact ory to both the east

ern & , ~estern Cherokees , they are a l so i ns t r ucted to attend 

to any and every thing which involve s the int erests o the •re st

e rn Cherokees ; and i n t he event our de l egation should not be 

abl e to effe ct such ar r angements i n the Eastern Cherokee Nation; 

21 



and they think it neces sary and expedient that they shoul d 

repair to Washington, they are instruc t ed to do s o , that i s 

it they believe they can effect an ob j ect of interest to the 

nation, sufficient to justify the i r going there , and in the 

event the delegation should go on to Jashington , you are respect

tully requested to inf o rm the Secretary of War and apprise h i m 

or the nature of t hei r vi s it to tha t place . You will please 

also to make any ne ces s a ry arrangement for the convenience of 

the delegation which wil l p l ace or present them t o the Depart -

ment upon such t erms as will enable them to effect the object 

in view, t hat s to unit e the two people in one on the Arkansas , 

upon such p r i ncipl e s as wil l be satisfactory to the people Eas t 

and West. This will be handed b the Pri ncipal Chief 

( Si gned) 

June 7 - 1 835 John Smith P. Com . 

Gl ass P. Comr . 

V!fm Thornton 

C1k Nat i onl Coun . 

( OIA: 1835 . 
Geo. Va shon . 

Che roke es 1 e s t . Counc i l of Cherokees ~l e st t o 
Re l ative t o Tr eaty with Eas t ern Cherokee . ) 

: ,-. J 
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Choctaw Agency J une 11 , 1835 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

Cornmr. of Indn Affairs 

Sir 

I have the honor o enclosing for your informat ion the 

copy of a let ter addressed to Captn Vashon Sub Agent for the 

Jestern Cherokee s , by the late Conncil , convened expres sly 

to take into consideration the Treaty offered to the Cherokees 

East. It i s my duty to inform you of a fact that is well known 

here, that t he s e people are dissatisfied; and will, I have no 

doubt, obje ct t o the views of the Government , in uniting the 

Cherokees, unl ess they can have thei r wishes , which I assure you 

are not to found in the Treaty to be laid before the Eas tern 

Cherokees. I f these people are not made to abide the pol i cy 

of the Government , and the acts of Congress, there will soon 

be no use f o r Agen t s, or any one else , i n the Cherokee coun-

try, as far as they are concerned . 

I f the Cherokees this side of the 1 ssissippi , deemed 

it their d uty to have any t hing to say in the Treaty proposed , 

all they had a i ght t o do , was t o give their Eas tern brothers 

a friendly i nvitation to join them , f or no one can say but 

that in the Treaty they re well p ovided fo r , and should be 

satisfied . 

I hov e t he honor t o b 

Your Obedt servt 

F . : . Armstrong 

A. • . • T 

(OIA: 1835 Cherokees est Council of Cheroke es le st to 
Geo , Vashon. Relative to Treaty with Eas t e r n Cherokee . ) 



Chat t ahochy . June . ~ 1123 , 1835 

Lewis Oafs 

S ec~ o.f · ar 

Si:r;' 

To bring you acquainted with the humble writer of this 

letter, it is only necefsary to remind you of a tall young man, 

who as one · of the deliga t ion of Cherokees in company with 1' :r 

Rofs, paid you several visits , and was one of the signers of the 

various communications, wh ch ~ere submited to you, by that dele -

gation l ast winter. I have thought it proper thus to apprise 

you, that I am a Cherokee , not only as an appology, f or obtrud

lng myself upon your notice, but by way o calling your attention 

to what I may say; as I am persuaded that ou will not pafs un

noticed t e suggestions of the humblest Cherokee , especially 

when afsured that he s not only an ad ocate for the remo al 

of his peop le o the west; but is powerfully convinced of the 

absolute necefsity of such a course , and offer his suggestions, 

with a hope that they may lead to a result so much desired . 

I am not i gnorant t ha t t _e president and perhaps yourself 

think well of r . Ridge . To lower him n our estimation is 

not my object. Fo I am not his enemy . All that I would say , 

is that there are persons ho l ding o fice under the Gov. amongst 
who 

the Cheroke es ," tak n. adYanta e o th s d sposit on in r . 

Ridges' favour, woul d i mpr efs your mind and that of the presi 

dent, with a belief that no treaty can be made with the Chero-

kees, unle:t's llR.lefe it ~s done through Mr . Ridge . Th I think 

is a mistaken pol licy , and i to be attributed more to a feeling 



of enmity t o r . Rofs , than to a des i re to forward the view.., 

o f the Gov ; and t o advance the true intrest of the indians 
' 
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Di c t a t ed by a spirit of this kind , a report of the proced-

ings of the l a te Council a t Red Clay , has no d oubt ere th s 

been made to you, and - you may in consiquence, have come to 

the conclusion that because the treaty ar ra inged with .vith 

Mr Ri dge was rej ected , that the Cherokees will not at this 

time en ter int o any treaty bassed upo n t he award of the s en

ate.- I know th s i dear is tak ' ng ground every where . But 

I know it to be erroniou s ; f or I was present at the Council 

saw a ll and heared all that was done ; and I am certain that 

noth ng was s a i d or done , which fixed in the smallest degree 

an impr efsion upon my mind , that the Counc 1 by rej ect ing Ridges 

treaty, i ntended t o re j ect the award of the Senate . ' ~hy then 

i t may be asked did they reject this treaty. without mention

ing other r eas ons , i t will be suffici ent to say that prejudice , 

wa s not one of the lighe s t ; you may form some idea of the ex

t ent of this prejudice ; hen asured that the Cherokees look 

upon Mr Ri dge a s the cause of the c ruel opprefsion which they 

are n ow suffering at t he hands of Georgia; pr oof o this they 

f i rml y believe mi ght be found i n the Executive department or 

that s t ate . 

By vha t I have sa i d I wou d wi sh to su gest that the 

Gov~. ought not t o belive , that , be cause a treaty can not be 

mad e wi t t he Che r ol ees thr ough r Ri d e - one can not be 

made. ".'hat I have further t o suggest - i r tha t the Govt . 

ought to s end out Commi fsi n~rs t his s mer ul l y autherized 

to ente r i nto a t reaty vith t he Cherokee s, upon the basis 



ixed upon by the Sen at e . Mr . Ridge can not object t o the 

Cherokees being pe rmited to make such a treaty upon that b ~ sis 

as they may like: and if' n Hofs opposes it he w 11 be deserted 

by many of his most i ntel igent best friends . If however the 

Govt. should come t o a determination to consider the award 

of the Senate , and the tr aty based upon it with Mr Ridge as one . 

and therefo re not to be altered , then I have no hope t hat any 

treaty w 11 be m de with the Cherokees , during the t me which 

the present Chief ~agi strate may continue i n office. 

I hnve the honor to be 

~our Ob~ . ervent 

lilliam . Rogers 

(OIA: 1835. herokees East (Emigration) ,,m . Rodge rs . 
Respecting t he proposed tre a ty . ~ 



(COPY) Camp Arms tead July 3rd 1835 

Benjn F Currey Esqr 

Supt In~ Rem . Act Agent 

Sir 

I think i t proper to report to you the occurrance of one 

or two Ind i an outrages i n this vicinity of a serious nature -

The first and most important i s that of an attack upon Col 

H K Turk whi lst in ·your employ . Ab out four miles from this 
0 

place he was way laid by a body if Indians fired upon by 

several of them and received a very se r ious wound by one , he 

made h i s e scape fr om them and is now confined to his room a t 

this place. 

A Mr Rogen a citizen on Valley River was f ired upon and 

badly wounded by an Indian whilst engaged at labor in his 

field. 

I t i s unnecefsary to add that I have and shall do my ut - · 

most wi thin the aut hority of the laws of Congrefs , to stop 

t h ese occu rrances, be pleased t o accept afsurances of my 

respects and esteem 

~ost respectfully 

Your obt servt 

C S Howe 

Lt Comg.~ U S Troops 

Camp Arms t ead 

(CIA: 1835 Cherokees East (Emigration) B. F . Curr ey . Reports 
recent outrages, asks mi litary a i d . ) 
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(COPY) Camp ~rmstead July 3rd 1835 

Dear Brother 

On day before yesterday I pafsed by John Redixes, 9 mi les 

from this place r eturni ng from over the mountains , and while 

pafsing t he house an who was there gave a owd warr Shout af

ter pafsing there some miles an Indian came into the road behind 

me and fol l owed me some miles from his manner 1 supposed he had 

some design perhaps on me aft er following some distance on turn-

ing to Look at hi m I found h i m making ready to shoot me his gun 

fired and the ball pafsed through my right shoulder and vounded 

me seri ously a t that t me a great numbe r of Indians came out of 

the Bushe s some four or five others shot at me but without ef-

feet I c me t o th s place as soon as I could and am here con-
• 

fine d · i th m wound and want you to come and see me - 'hile I 

was ove the mountain an Indian shot a white man on Valley r iver 

the man shot was by the name of Rogers he is considered Danger

ous - I am of opinion that Red i x was the cause of the attac t 

made on me I have notified the persons as d recte by a jr 

Currey 1 ~ you shoul d see hi m or have an opp ortunity you wil l 

please c ommunic a t e the se facts to him -

I am sufferi.ng a great dea l of pain but have hope s my 

wound may no t prove mortal I wish you to come up as oon as 

pofsible I am about to p ocede to Exam~ne Red i x Judicially 

pe r hapse the Examination may Tead to a detect on of t he guilty 

person I am Mi th brotherly af ection yours &C 

Hiram K Turk 
c:: 

Col Ar Turk by hi e fri end present 

Pr e ston Starre t t 

(OIA: 1835. Che rokees East (Emi g at i on) B. F . Currey . Reports 
recent outrages, etc.) 



To His Excellency 

m Carroll 

Sir 

Cherokee Agency East July 6 1835 

I have often caLled yuur attention to the temper & spirit 

of' the Cherokees towards tne wrn t;e settlers , as well as towards 

such of thei r· own people as consent to go wes t . As you have 

been prompt on every emergency where y our country~ good was at 

hazzard, I am en couraged with the confident expectation that 

the followi n outrages will receive at an early period such 

attention as your better judgement may dictate. 

On the 1st Inst Colo Hiram K Turk was badly wounded by 

a Ball from a gun fired by an Indian see letters A B This 

happened on the public highway within the limits of ~onroe 

County Tennefsee . A few days before that but within the limits 

or N°Carolina a Mr Rodgers while ploughing in his field was 

fired on & badl y wounded by Cherokees - But a few days ago with

in the limi ts of c inn County r Fouts & his family ~ere put 

in dread of the i r lives by Spri ngston & Foreman the murderers 

or "/alker a nd were compelled to seek refuge among the citizens 

of Calhoun The enclosed af fidavit will present the case more 

fully to y our v i ew . Not l ong since Fox Taylor was abused 

beaten twic e by an I nd i an of the name of Butler because he 

had given hi s consent emi grate - Another Ind ian who had spoken 

favourably of r emovals to the est after being severely beaten 

- his scalp ~a s taken Thr eat s are ade daily Ambuscades are 

formed and our Ci t i zens a s well as those Cherokees who are dis

posed to favour the views o f Govt by consenting to remove are 



tired on & made to bleed freely The houses o_· the settlers 

have been torn down i n many instances , while the settlers 

themselves have been driven from their i mprovements and 

their crops half made are left exposed to ruin The r women 

have been insulte d their children mistreated The officers 

of Govt have been measurably defeated i n taking the Census -

a measure so necefsary to an equal distribution o justice . 

And the fact i s too plain to admit of a doubt that no import 

ant step is t aken by the Ind ians Indicating hostility or a want 

of amity without first receiving the sanction of John Rofs 

As the laws of Tennefsee have be en extended , the lar De 

partment Considers these matters to be ore properly subjects 

for your Exc ellencys consideration and action - The civil 

authority here is inadequate to the present emergencies -

The few egular Troops stati oned at Coca Creek under the com

mand of Li eut Howe will as far as lies i their po,Jer aid the 

Civil authorities But I mus t be allowed to remark , that a 

search after Criminals skulking in the bushes & i mpervious 

mountains aff ord no security against the afsafsins aim - In 

fact noth ng shor t of ho di g the se f onstituted Chiefs o 

the tribe accountab e w"ll give security to the emigrants or 

to our own c iti zens 

I have the honor t o be 

p. s. 

Most Respectfully 

our very Obt Servant 

Ben . . Currey upt 

Cherokee Removals . 1 t ng 

Indian Agent 

You may fu nish Jno Rof a copy of th s co~nunication 
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it any other publi city which may be considered proper 

Ben . F . Currey 

(OIA: 1835 Che rokees Eas t (Emigrat ion 
recent outrages , etc . ) 

B. F . Currey . Reports 



Che r okee Agency East July 7 1835 

Lieut Howe 

Camp Ar ms t ead 

Sir 

I am a d vise d that you have it in contemplation to ar es t 

the Chiefs o f the ~ ountain County & hold them in confinement 

until the perpetrators of the late mischief are delivered into 

your keeping Th i s course meets my hearty approbation And I 

hereby enjoin it up on you to h old said Chiefs as hostages for 

the good b e havi our of that portion of the tr be until other ise 

directed by the Se cY of ~ar 

ost Respectfully 

I am Sir Your very Obt Servt 

Ben . F. Currey upt 

Cherokee Removals 

p. s . 
Require Tims on f o thwi th to g ive up the letter received 

from Rofs a nd fo rward it to me i f obtained 

B. F . C 

(OIA: 1835 Cherokees Eas t ( ~migrat i on ) B. F . Cu rrey . Reports 
recent outrages , e tc.) 
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(COn) 

State of Tennefse e J 
) 

M0Minn County ) 

Personal ly came before me Ben j F Curry 

Supe ntendent &C Solomon Fouts and 

after being dul . sworn depo s eth & sayeth that about t wo weeks 

ago he was atsaulted by Isaac Springston Anderson Springs ton 

& James Foreman membe r s of the Cherokee Tribe residing within 

the Cartered limits of Tene.fsee with r ocks thrown guns pre-

sented ac companie d by threats from them against the life of 

affiant i f he di d not within one week leave the abb in and 

improvement s where affiant then resided Affiant ays that 

he h imself made the I mprovement i n the woo ds whic1 was at least 

one ha lf a mile from any other house or Cultivated lands all of 

which is within the ,ounty o c . Minn State of Tennefsee 

Affiant furthe saTs that through fear he has been Const rained 

to l eave his pofsefsions and seek re uge in the older settled 

pa r t s of the st .te & further this d ponent sayeth not 

Solomon Fouts 

s worn to & subscribed before me 

Ben F Currey Supt Cherokee Removals 

this sixth July 1 835 at the 

Cheroke e Agency East 

(OIA: 1835 . Ch rokees East (Emigration) B. F . Currey . 
Repo r t s r e cent outrage s , etc . ) 



(COP!') Gherokee Agency East July 7 1835 

Lieut C S Howe 

Sir 

I had the honor t ·o receive your communication of the 

3rd Inst on my arrival here yesterday convey ng the unpleasant 
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intelligence of Indian outrages on Colo Turk & Mr Rodgers . The 

perpetrators it is hoped through your dilligence industry 

will be ascertained arrested and held in confinement until 

demande d by the respective Executive authori ties of the 

states wi thi n whi ch these offences were committed or until in-

structions on the subject can be had from the ~'Tar D ~partment 

Be pleased to accept afsurances of my conf idence in your 

zeal & fid elity i n promoting the great objects of the Govern

ment & belie ve me to be 

Most Respectfully 

Your very Obt servt 

en . F . Currey Supt 

Cherokee Removal 

(OI A: 1835. Cherokees as t (Emig!ation) B. F . Currey . 
Repor ts recent outrages .) 



Ch erokee Agency East J u y 8 1835 

Elbert Herring Esq~ · 

Comr Ind Af fs 

Sir 

Enclosed I have the honor to transmit to you cop es of 

Communication~ on t e sub "e ct of rec ent Cherokee outrages -

The most of public officers hav e heretorore boaraed at 

Lewis Rofs~ perhapse f o r the want of other conven ent quarters 

- A r e ciprocal conridonc e s e e ms involuntaril, to grow up be 

t we en them the Rofs~ - As that takes place all tne dread 

Whic n kee~~ In i a ns in subjection is removed , and the Common 

Ind i n i s taught to regard Rof sS boarder~ as my enemies hi s 

f r i ends . This i dea was somewhat encouraged b. the recent con

duct of .a j crntosh his surge on, r ~ lls, who I am advised 

ma d e their boasts tha~ the Var Department had sanctioned the 

cours e of the Commander in refusing to consider me more than 

another private Citizen 

I bave heretofore endeavoured to i mprefs it upon your 

mind that here where Rofs has his con~idents & afsociate s made 

up in part of those appointed to cooperate wi th me , and they 

cla im to a ct independen~~y of my sugges~lons, mischievous 

consequences wou d ensue . - I :v ould aga n f o the publ i c safc

t~ urge the i mp ortance of having the Regular tro ops pl a ced ere 

subject to my orders; fo-r a~l of ·.vhich I wi ll h old myself and 

am willing to b e held responsio~e 

Mf Rofs s hould b e remove d fr om the Agency rese r vation 

and an Inn Ke e per plac e d i n his s itua tion ~ho i s superi or to 



improper influences and in no wise identified with with the 

Indians 

Most Respectfully 

I have the Honor to be 

Your very Obt Se rvant 

Ben . F . Currey 

(OIA: 1835 Cherokees East (Emigrat ion) B.F . Currey. Reports 
recent outrages, etc . ) 



ir: 

Fort Coffee 

th Jul,y 13 .. 1835 . 

I wrot e you on the 3q . inst . from Litt le Rock , and in

formed you tha t I was there on my ·way to the Frontier with Funds 

to pay Ind i an Annuit i es , c ., and I now inform you that 1 

reached t is , a l l safe , on the 7~~ following. 

y f irst duty w ll be to pay those Emigrant Cherokees , 

who have claims f or abandoned improvements . After which , I 

shall proceed to Muster the tJ octaws , w ich wh n acc omplished , 

if the Agent can attend , shall pay them the i r annuities . Should 

it be so that the Agent cannot att end , and my other duties not 

permit t i ng me to remain longer on the f r ontier . I shall lave 

the fund s in the 1ands of Assistants , to make the payments , 

when r e quired by t e Agent . 

c apt. stephenson , Dis . Agt . Ind . Reml, wil receive 

Funds and pay the Creeks and Osage s the Annuities due them 

for t 'h i s year . He will also receive and disburse the funds 

appropr~ated for Treaty St pulat ions , and to meet Current 

Expenses of the Agenc i es f or these Tribe s 

Lt . van Horne - Di s . Agt. will receive Funds and pay 

the Che rokees , the Shawnees & Senec s , Senecas , and Quapaws , 

thei r Annuitie s. e wi l l als o rece ve and Di burse the Fund s 

appropr i a t ed for Tr ea ty Stipul at i ons and o meet urr ent Expenses 

of the gerici e s or those Tr ibes, f ormi ng h i s Di s t r i ct. 

The Gentlemen above named wil l exe cute t he duties a llot-



ted to th~m, whe r ee ver r equi r ed y t he Agents o the Tr ibe s 

to whom the Annuities are t o be p ~ id . 

I have t he honor t o be , 

Elbert Herring, Esq r . 

Comf of Ind . Af f a irs , 

Washington City . 

Very Re s pect ful ly -

Your Obt . Servt . 

J Brown Capt . U. S . A. 

Pr Dis . Agt Ind Annui t i e s 

(OIA: 1835 . . Cherokees East (Emigr t i on ) apt . Jacob Bro vn , 
Dis. Agent. Re por t s arrival , etc . ) 



(A COPY) N? 1 

Mineral Springs. c. N. 

Metsrs J. F. Schermerhorn 

u. S. Commifsioner & 

Benj. F. Currey, U. S. Agent, 

Gentlemen, 

August 22~d 1835. 

I t has been reported to me that the Georgia 

Guard, headed by Colo . Bishop & accompanied by Stand Watie , 

have forcibly seized, and taken away from the house of Mr 

Elijah Hicks, at New Echota, the printing prefs and types, 

various books & papers, and other articles, all belonging 

to the Cherokee Nation - It has also been stated that it was 

currently reported and believed that this extraordinary pro

ceeding has been performed under your direction , in conjunc-

tion with that of John Ridge, who, it is said, was in New 

Echota at the time when the seizure was made . In order, 

therefore, that the facts in relation to this transaction 

may be correctly known, I imbrace the earliest opportunity 

to addrefs you on the sub ject, and respectrully to inquire 

whether this report be true or not , and , if correct, then 

to be informed by wha t authority or justification you have 

been thus prompted to seize this r i ghtful property of the 

Nation. ' hat the object in view i s for having it done , and 

what disposition is intende d to be made of the property ? It 

may be proper to add that Genr! Council of the Nation, which 

was held at Red Clay in the course of last spring adopted a 

resolution directing me to have this property removed from 



New Echota, and that in pursuance of which I had employed 

a waggon and t eam, to carry it into effect, but the wag

goner, engaged in this service , arrived at New Echota about 

two hours after thi s unexpected and very singular seizure 

was made on the property, as herein stated 

I am, gentlemen respectfully yr Obt Servt 

Jn~ Rofs. P Chf . c. N. 

(OIA: Cherokees East (C4) ~ashington.) 
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N9 2. 

Cherokee Agency Sept. g~h 1835. 

Sir 

Your communication of the 22nd Ult addrefsed to the 

United States Commifsioner and myself was received to day on 

our return to the Agency and at .his request I proceed to 

answer it without delay. 

I am informed that M~ Stand Wait i e one of the former 

Editors of the Phoenix Called upon Col. Bishop of Spring 

Place and Stated to him that in the absence of his Brother 
had 

Elias Boudinot & his family, you came to his house and re-

moved from thence all the materials belonging to the office 

of the Cherokee Phoenix, in his pofsefsion, to the house of 

Elijah Hicks; and t hat you was about to remove them and the 

. Prefs to Red Clay, andre establish it there and that for 

this purpose a building had been prepared by you, and per-

sons engaged to manage the same according to your own views , 

to subserve your own interests and mislead the people. He 

also stated that the Prefs and materials belonging to the 

office, had been purchased by his Brother, with money ob

tained by him in voluntary Contributions, among the Citi

zens O - the United States; and that the same was given for 

the general benefit of the Cherokee people, by conveying to 

them the truth & correct intelligemce on all subjects; but 

especially in reference to their true interest and general 

benefits as a people, In this manner , it was conducted by 

M! Boudinot and himself, until 1832, when they were compelled 
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by you & your partizans to give it up: because you would not 

permit them to conduct it in a fair, candid & impartial man

ner, by giving both sides, those in favor of emigration & a 

Treaty: and those opposed to it; an opportunity to exprefs 

their views and sentiments through the Phoenix . Yea, that 

you would not even permit them to publish in the Phoenix for 

the information of the people , their justification of the 

course they have been compelled to pursue . You gave the prefs 

into the hands of your brother in law Elijah Hicks who was com

pletely under your dictation; and it was prostituted to party 

politics among yourselves; misleading the common people & 

prejudicing their minds against some of the best & most patriot

ic members of the tri be , because they would no longer submit to 

your dictation, when they saw you leading them to ruin and dis 

traction by your uselefs opposition to the measures of the 

government, Mr ~aitie observed that since their National Gov

ernment had been difsolved, and the laws of the several States 

extended over them e thought that the Prefs ought to be 

placed again in the hands of Mr. Boudinot and hi mself, who 

had originally had the Charge of the Prefs; and Conducted 

it to the general satisfaction of the Cherokee people ; and 

not be suffered to get into the hands of a few designing men 

who had afsumed to themselves all the Power & authority of 

the Cherokee Nation and who will use it only to subserve their 

own interests and party purposes - deceiving and deluding the 

common people as they had done when the Prefs was in their 

hands before. 



These representati ons induced Col- Bishop to accompany 

Mr. Waitie, to the house El ijah Hicks; who (Viz ~aitie de

manded of Mrs Hicks the Prefs and materials belonging to the 

office of the Phoenix of all which she delivered him Peace 

able pofsefsion. At the request of Mr . ~aitie Col . Bishop 

removed it for safe keeping, and this is all the agency the 

Col. has had in th i s matter. 

Since this transaction took place I have deemed it proper 

to place the Prefs in the hands of Mr . iaitie and his Brother ; 

with an exprefs understanding & afsurance that the Prefs shall 
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be open to all the Cherokee people to publish eve r y thing rela-

tive to the situation of their affairs, the true interests of 

the Cherokee people, the Course that has been and is now pur-

sued by those i n favour of the propositions submitted to the 

nation by the President of the United States, and those against 

them, and also every thing i n relation to rights and privileges 
enrolled 

in the Nation of Reservees and old,, emi grants under the Treaties 

of 1817 & 1819 so that the common people may fully understand 

their own r i ghts and t rue interests. 

As the Agent of the Cherokee Indians appointed by the 
see 

PPeeieeR~- Gove rnment of the United States I shallAthat the 

Cherokee prefs acco rd ing to the original design of the donors 

is used for t .he ~neral benefit and best interests of the 

whole Nation and that the property is Carefully preserved, 

and finally disposed of in such manner as may be most Con

genial with the views of the donors & interests of the 

people. 



You s e emed di sposed t o infer t hat Mr . Ri dge , because he 

was at New Town about that t ime was concerned in removing the 

prefs. Le t me guard you against the evil tendency of these 

unfounded j ealous i es a nd a s a friend , to both, ·afsu re You 

of Mr. Ri dges steadfas t determi nation to meet You on the 

proposed ground of r econci l i at i on & unite whenever you shall 

appoint a time , as agr eed upon, to see what had best be done 

to insure the s a l vat i on of hi s Brethren 

Most respectfully 
• 

Your very obt . Servt . 

Si gned Ben. F . Currey 

To, 

Mr John Rofs 

Of t he Che r okee Tribe East . ~ 

(OIA: Cherokees East (C4) 7ashington . 1836 . ) 
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N? 3 . 

The Committees on conference on the subject of uniting 

the parties of the Nation into one, and harmonize & afsoci

ate together as one people in any treaty which may take pla ce 

between the U. S. & the Cherokee Nation, in order to relieve 

the last from its distrefsed & afflict ed condition, have 

agreed, that is to say, Major George M. ~at er s , Judge John 

Martin, Richa rd Taylor , John Baldridge and John Benge, acting 

under the inst ructions of John Rofs, Pr incipal Chief, on the 

one part, an George Chambers, John Gunter, John Ri dge, Charles 

Vann, and Elias Boudinot on the other, ac ting under the in-

structions of Ma jor Ridge & others of the treaty party having 

agreed to bury in oblivion all unfriendly feelings & act ·unit

edly in .any treaty arrangement with the U. s . fo r the relief 

of their Nation. That the number of Delegates to be chosen 

by the General Counc il & people here present, shall consist 

of nineteen members to act f or the Nation , with full powers . 

That of this number there shall be three chosen of the treaty 

party and nominated & appointed , in the same way as the others, 
of each and every member 

IPeM authority to be joint and equal, to be confirmed by the 
A 

people here present. This agreement then & i n that case only 

to be binding at once upon the parties . 

The Cherokee prefs is the property of the Nation & as 

we have become friends, no more publications shall be made 

either against one or the other of the parties, because they 

are now united, and should be surrended to the proper author-

1t1es of the Nation. -

In concluding this agreement, speeches of peace & r econ

ciliation shall be made of a prudent and judicious charac -
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ter to the people, i n order to do away any unpleasant feelings 

which may rest &c 

Given unde r our hands & seals, this the 24th Octr 1835 

at Red Clay, in the Cherokee Nation 

Geo. M. Waters, Chairman (SEAL) 

George Chambers (SEAL) John Ridge (SEAL) 

John Benge (SEAL) John Martin (SEAL) 

John Gunter (SEAL) Charles Vann (SEAL) 
his 

R. Taylor (SEAL) John X Baldridge (SEAL) 
mark 

Elias Boudinot (SEAL) 

(OIA: Che rokees East (C4) ~ashington . 1836 . ) 
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New Echota Council House , Dec 22 1835 

The people •-- of the Cherokee qation having convened at this 

place, according to the notice of the Un ted States Commifsion-

ers, William Carr oll - John F Schermerhorn - they were ad -

dretsed by the Commifsione r · J F Schermerhorn there present , 

who stated fully the manner in which the meeting had been 

called, and its objects , viz: to lay before them certain 

propositions for a treaty whi ch he would submit tomorrow . 

The Council then organized and appointed John Gunt e r to preside 

at this Council , and Alexander M~Coy Sec . The meeting then ad-

journed til l t o morrow morning . 

De c 23 1835 

The council afsemb ed at the Council House and the Com

mifsioner addrefs ed the people , and present ed to them proposi

tions f or a treaty , wich were then read & fully explained , 

both in English and Cherokee languages . After some discufsion 

it a s 

Resolved that the counc il will receive the propositions 

and enter into negotiations with the United States Commifsion-

ers. 

Resolved that a Commi ttee of twenty persons be appointed 

to consider the propos i tions which have been submitted to the 

Council, and t hat they have power to confer with th commif 

sioner on such points of difference as may arise betwen the 

United States and the Cherokee peopl e provisionally , and that 

they report their proceedings to the people in General vouncil 

atsembled for their approbat j on or dis approbation . 



Resolved That /i ll i am Rogers , Elias Boudinot and John 

Gunter belonging to thjs Committee , and that they nominate 

seventeen othe rs as said Committee . 

The Committee nominated the following persons , and who 

were appointed by the council , viz . Ma j - Ridge , George Cham

bers, Archillee Smi th , Tesahtaske , Jefse Halfbreed , Charles 

Foreman, Charles Moore , Robert Rogers, James Foster, v lliam 

Latsley, Kee t che , Tah ye ske , De joh eske , G. 1. Adair A Rofs , 

James St arr, and John A Bill . 

Resolved that the Ark . Delegation be requested to partici 

pate in the Council . The Council then adjourned to meet at 

the call of the Comnittee . 

th Dec . 28 1835 . The Council afsembled at the Council 

House, and i n the absence of r Gunter appointed Johnson 

Rogers Chairman . 

The Commit tee reported, that they had carefully examined 

the pr opos i t i ons for a treaty and conferred with the Cormnif-

sioners on some points of d ifference , as to spoliation- cla s , 

preempt.i on r i ght s and reservat ions unde r former treaties , and 

it was agreed by the Commifs i oners that should be a certa inty 

on t he subject of c l i ms bef ore the treaty was submitted to 

the Sena te, and also that a Commi t tee should be appointed of 

the Che r okee peopl e to recommend suitable persons or the pre

emption rights and to transact and settle all the businefs o 

the Rtion under thi s treaty with the United States . The sub

ject mat te r o the t reaty a s agreed upon by the com 1 ttee com

mitsioner was f ul l y explaine to the people both in the ingl sh 

& che rokee language s. 



After due deliberat i on cons deration of the same it 

was 

Resolved that the com ' tt ee of twenty be and are hereby 

fully authori zed & empo1ered to make & conclude said treaty 

with the U States Commifsioner , and sign the same in behalf 

of the Cherokee nation . 

Re solved that a com ' ttee of five be appointed to con

sist of 1.'' i lliam Rogers , Elias Boudinot , John Gunt er , Bear 

Meat & J ohn •est to n ominate a delegation to accompany the 

commifsioner s to 'a shington city 11ith the treaty , & whose 

duty it shall be to use all the r influence with their 

brethren who wer e appointed a delegation at Red clay coun

cil, & who are no w at ' ashington City , to sign this treaty, 

and they are hereby requested and instructed instructed 

to do so i f they have not already made , or cannot make a 

better treaty . And it shall also be the duty of the delegat i on 

appointed by this council to use their best exertions to secure 

the r a tif ication of this treaty by the U. State s Senate , if a 

be t t er shal l not be ef ected , and they are hereb also author

ized to make such alterations in this treaty as they may find 

necefs ary to secure its ratificati on to promote the peace 

o f tbe Cherokee people . The council then adjourned to afsem

ble at t ~ call of the Com ' ttee 

De c~mber 3 0 1835 

The council met a t the Counci l house & i~ the absence o 

Alex Mccoy appointed J ohnson Rogers s e cty- . ~ae-ee~R 

The Com'ttee appointed to conclude the treaty , made a 

report, that on yes t erday, i n conf ormi ty wit the power in 



them vested, they did sign & seal for and on behalf of the 

Cherokee nation a treaty with the Unite States . On the ques 

tion of approval of this act of Committee , it was unanimously 

concurred in by the people . 

The com'ttee of nominat ion reported the following per

sons as the delegat ion to ~a shington , viz . ~aj R dge John 

Sanders, T:illi am Rogers, James Foster , John A. Bell John 

Fields, George Velsh John Gunt er , Long Shell Turtle , J ames 

Star, Jas Forman , John Tempson & oman nose 

A vote was then taken on each of the persons nominated 

and all confirmed but that of Roman Nose . 

Resolve that in ca se of the death or resignation of 

any o the d e legat on the vacancy may be fi led by the other 

members of the delegat on. 

The vhole procedings of the co1mcil of the Comttee we r 

read & explained wer unanimously confirmed by the people in 

General Gounc i l afsembled , the Cha i rman the sec . wer re-

quired to signed them same , cause a copy thereof to be 

handed to the U tates Commifs ioner 

John uunter Chairman 

To the Council of the Cherokee 

Johnson Rogers Sec . N tion Convened at ew Echota 

(CIA: 1835 Cherokees East . John Gunt er , Chairman . 
of council, etc . ) 

rinutes 



(Copy) 

Fort Gibson Deer 23d 1835 . 

Sir 

The Gheroke e Council hav e had unde r cons i de r at i on your 

views in answer to our call upon you at the eho ctaw Agency , 

to remove white men from among us . We approv e of them and 

will with great p l easure cooper a t e wi th the Agents of the 

Government in carrying them out . 

Most r e spectfully 

Done in my pres ence 

by Jas Rogers , Actg Interpr 

Signed Geo Vashon 

Sub Agent 

Major F . w. Armstrong 

Actg Supt ~ . Territory 

Your fri end 

Si gned 
h is 

Bl a ck Coat x 
mark 

2d Chi ef Cherokees Wes t . 

(OIA: 1835. West ern Supt'y. F •• Arms trong . ) 
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Cherokee -'l.eency J a nY ?.,7 1836 

Comr Ind .Sfs 

uir 

Le ters hav e bean received recently a s I am advised 

tl9m John Rofs instructin<:·· h i s >:> ec nd ·r inci pe.l Chi ef to c ~ 11 t ... e 

Ch rokees together •md t;e them t o pro t est ar: .... i nst t he r tif cati on 

of the late Treaty 

Unti l letters ere r e ceived fr t shin ton advisin · this course 

late diss ...... tisfc.ction ritll t he r e ceipt o_ letters r om t h t stubbor n 

• perverse h i ef Rors & his co d jutors 

1. os t .espec tfully 

I 1 ave he IIonor 

to be r e bt Jervt 

Ben •. urrey 

( Cherokee _ ile 
Cherokee _.gen cy , l/27 /18'"' Currey , Ben j . F . 
(2d Chief hus rec ' l e t tors f rom John ~oss urging a meetin of 
Cherokees to protes t acainst treaty )) 



(COPY) At Home, Murr ay County 

l~t February 1836 

His Excellency Vi lliam Schley 

Dear Sir 

I f eel it my duty to lay before you the facts in 

relation to the number of Creek Indians now set t led , and daily 

expected to arrive and settle in this county in the neighbor

hood of Coosawatt i e ol town . Their movements have excited 

considerable alarm amongst many of our citizens. - On yester

day Mf L. Atkinson and myself from the solicitations of some 
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of our neighbours who appeared to be alarmed rode down to where 

they are settled and settling to ascertain if pofsible the 

facts. Agreeable to the bes t information we could get, there 

are from 75 t o 80 i n number consisting of men women and chil-

dren, and perhaps a s many more expected shortly . They say 

they are from Ter api n creek Al abama . Some of these Creek s 

have ftorn paper. "relations"17 among the Cherokees I learn, 

where they have settled . They appear peaceable as yet, and 

are building good cab.ins , and say they intend to remain here . 

Threats are f r equently made by t he Cherokees , those opposed 

to the treaty, sayi ng t hey will fight for t heir country be

fore they will l eave it, and t h e c reeks wi ll help t hem . The 

Rofs meet in council to day, I l ea r n to pro t est against the 

proceedings entered into at New Echota , by order of Rofs -

a great many Ind ians have gone on much opposed to a t reaty . -

we need not be surpri zed if t he difficulty wi th the Cherokees , 

ends as with the Seminoles - as we have plenty of such men 

now amongst us as Powell - t hough ,! st~ll hope for the better . 

I have the Honor to be Your friend & Obt Servt . 

Isaac Baker 
11\T A • r• 'h ... ...-1r4 Ae 'C'• •• 'CI .. , .a 'C'- ..,. ~••+ 4 .,._ n~.fl' .. ""'- ,. ...,. ...._ __ .. • \ 



Washington February th 15 1836 

Hon. Elbert Herring 

Commifsioner of Indian affairs 

Sir 

24·4' 

The undersigned are desirous to have a copy of the com

munication recently addrefsed by the Department to John Rofs 

& others, informi ng them of their mistake, in supposing that 

they had been received and acknowledged as the Legal repre -

sentatives of their nation. e wish to transmit copies of 

thatdocument to our people at home, in order that they may 

understand the true situation of Mr Rofs & his friends , and 

be relieved of the false imprefsions they are at preasant 

Labouring under, - which 1mprefsions have been )f mad by Let

ters which they have received from this place . 

we have the honor to be 

Very respectfully your 

Obt sevts 

his 
Maj Ridge X 

mark 

Will iam Rogers 

Andrew Rots 

On behalf of the Delegation. 

A Copy was accordingly given to them 

E-H. 

(OIA: Cherokee File. Washington. 2/15,1836. Delegation. 
Request copy of a letter, etc.) 



(Oil' Chel'Oltee :rue, Cherokee Agency, 3/7, 1836) 

C nin .Zorsythe o rc. l:--rcu 7 l8'"':G 

El bert } err i ns::" Esqr . 

Comr Ind .A:rfs 

n l ust ..-·r i dcy I attended a ouncil of ,herokees on 

Iiwafsee River i n NO C ' rol i na c 11(-)<.1. together by L r ,a ffo rd an ex

pr efs bearer fror:1 J"ohn Rofs to t he Cher·okees as t 

They ende"~voured to reep every ching communica ted to theiJ , from 

me ~~ Interpr eter ho ever got to hear a part o hat; lw.d been trans -

l ated i nto t e C terokee lann-u ge a s he believe by the Revd ..... van J"ones 

which ~as ull of bus against _ :r ..JCherm.orhorn & those ho de the 

Treqty at I etT I.!.Chota & VThich I suppose .as intended to infl e t he 

tninds of t ' e i gnorant Indians against t1e ~reaty party . _ collec t ion 

of money by Cont ributi on as made at that pl ace ~ it is believed this 

wa done to efray the expense of runners to other parts of the n tion 

beari ~ Copies of a l etter supposed to have been 

to J"ones 

drefsed by Rofs 

The r easons hy I sus pe t Jones arc t e follo in" the day 

before t e Council Colo Hunter w; J. .ount castl e visi te Jones-- tl ey 

aa 1 .... rs Jones f irs t enqu ired 1hat news .Offord had brou i t from the 

City 'he replied ! J"ones had got l etters from ... :r Ibf's '-- :.J.r Bus'1yhe d 

but she did no t kno . theL con tent s .1~' Jones a s f t e ·a r ds seen by 

thm apart ... r om his ·ife &.. before s e d n opportunity t o inform 

h.im iThnt she d t ol d theu--they de t he ame en u i ry of h i i hen 

he denie havin received l ett er from of s · t 11 but s a i d he h d 

got one from I3ushylle; · on t Le subject of transl tin tLe Bible but 
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tle or nothin.r · in r e l a tion to a reaty . I vi s i ted on t 1e fo llo -

iDI flay in company i t h Colo ~Iunter On entorin hi s room found him 

encased in writing a communicati on in Cherokee Characters ;ith a 

hoat of Indian men about him, \hom he inmmdiately dispersed[, ceased 

at the same time to xri te any more _he addrefs read t the Counci l 

& of which my Interpreter got a glimpse he infonns me could not have 

ben written by a Cherokee , bec.:.use t he stroke of the pen .as too fine 

Jones acknouledged to nwself r.., Colo Hunter in the presence of 

the Interprete r he had r eceived a letter from Rofs by v. offord al-

though he had denied it hile his ife said he had only the day be-

tore . This l et t er he i nfon1ed us only afsured h . nothing had yet 

been done . He informed us that Rofs ascribed their failure , to the 

ew Echota Counci l . Judge ~~rtin to Davis gland who is Knovm t o 

Mr. Schermerhorn substantially the same 

Should any great di squi etude take pla.ce or mischief ensue be 

ataured it ill be m1i nr, t o t he inf · tory communicati ons received 

from Rots & his coadjut ors as e fear dictated by bad counsellors 

at ashington City 

~ost Respectfull y 

I Have t ,1e Honor t o be 

Your Very bt t...~ervt 

Ben F . Currey 

ng coll,ected all the t esti iOOnY necefsar y t o sust a in rey Cvll.ll.J.u..uica -

011 to the Federal Union except that uhich cnn only be derived from 

at t he Ci ty , I s all on ley return to t he ency t ke ple sure 

tt Of t '1e 23r~ of Jany l as t on t a t subJ"ect awering your le er 

Ben F . Currey 
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Sir 

Mouth of Illinoi Cherokee Nat ion 

Marcp 26~~ 1836 

an 
having recently heard of affair respecting negroes that 

~ 

are in dispute betwen r Tally , and . Mr Vann and Briant and 

now in your Custody , we request of you to have the said negroes 

delivered to (~fie ) Mr Phillips who is sherif of this Di strict. 

the object in get i n g them back is , that there may be aPe a fair 

investigation o f the right to said negroes 

~e are respectfully your friend 

John Joll y 

Jno . Brown 

his 
X 

mark 

2(7 

(OIA: 1835 . Cherokees Vest . John Jolly . Others to . ~ . Armstrong . 
Relative to vario~ legal complications . ) 



Hon. Elbert Herring 

Sir 

Washington City 

Aprile the 5 . 1836 

The undersigned delegation of the ~estern Cherokees 

in obedience to their instruct .' ons , would respectfully call 

your attention to the fourth article of the Treaty of 6th 

May 1828. That article provides for the sale of the Agency 

reservation, the proceeds of which are to be applied to erect 

a Grist and Saw mill, for the benefit of the Cherokees . 

Owing to various circumstances this provision has never 

been execut ed - By a Treaty conckuded with our people at Fort 

Gibson on the 14~~ day of February 1833, it was agreed that 

twelve railway patent corn mills should be furnished, and this 

provision wa s considered a substitute for that i n the treaty 

of 1828. 

An appr opri at i on for these mills was made, but has not 

yet been appl i ed . Our people in General Council , have re

solved that insted of the railway mills, it will be preffer

nble to have e r ected with thi s money a merchant mill in some 

central portion i n the i r nation. It is our duty therefore 

to request t hat thi s money may be r emited with such i nstruc 

tions as wil l insur e the ac compli shment of the wi shes of our 

people. 

we beg leave to state also that an appropriation was 

made in 1834, to pay cla i ms fo r spoliations upon our people . 

we ask that t his money may be r emi t ed and applied under such 

direc t ions as the Department may think proper to give; so 
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as to meet the object of its appropriation . 

To enable us to satisfy our people , we wish to be furnished 

with an abstract showing the claims of this character which have 

been paid, the names of the Claima~ts of the payee, the nature 

and form of the afsignment, and the ammount and time of payment . 

We have f urther to request that measures may be taken 

to furnish our nation with a printing prefs, as Stipulated 

in the 5th article of the Treaty of May 1828. To be established 

wherever the National Council and the agent may determine . 

e have the honor to be 

Your ob~ sev~s 

James Rogers 

John Smith 

(OIA: Cherokees West File . ~ashington, 4 .3, 1836 . Rogers, 
John & Jame s Smith . On the subject of a saw and grist mill, etc.) 



To the President of the United States . 

The representation and Memorial of the Chiefs and Head 

men, and others, of the Cherokee Nation West, Humbly Shewe th 

That it i s understood that ap plications have been made 

for the remova l of the Troops of the United States from Fort 

Gibson to Fort Coffee, or to some place on or near to the 

Arkansas Terri tory line • . 

We would beg leave to call to your recollection , that 

all the lands West of Arkansas Territory, has been guaran

teed by Tr eaty stipulations to our nation, and to other na

tions of Ind i an s as a permanent home: And the United States 

has engaged to protect the several nations of Indians set

tled t hereon , i n the peaceable enjoyment of the same forever. 

We not claim the benefit of the Solemn pledge from the Govern

ment of the United States; and we have every reason to believe 

that al l t he nations to whom these lands have been allotted, 

are opposed to the removal of the Troops, from For t Gibson. -

We consider that the place has been well chosen for the pro

tection of t he Indian nations Vest, as well as for restrain

ing depredations or host i l i t i es towards the Citizens of Ark

ansas Territory. It is nearly at the junction of the Rivers 

Arkansas, Verdigri s and the Neosho or Grand river; all of 

which are navigable for Boats at all seasons of the year; 

and by means of these r ive rs, and the various roads leading 

trom For t Gibson i n ever y direc t i on, the Troops, Baggage, 

ammunition and stor es necefsary for the protection of the 

Country may be i mmediately t ranspor ted to any place within 
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these Indian Territories, where they may be required. 

Fort Gibson is within the Cherokee Territory, and more 

convenient to them than any other place that can be selected: 
is 

- It but a short distance from the Choctaw Bounda17 line, 
/' 

and within four miles of the Creek Bom1dary line; it is near

er and more convenient to the Osages than any other eligible 

station. It is also the ready market for the adjacent Indian 

nations. -

Aprail 15th 1836 

1 l
s. C 

John Jol y 

J Vann s d C 

Jn~, Brown 3 " 

Charles Rogers 

Rich~ Ratcliff-

John Drew 

Loony Riley 

"illiam Drew 

Samue~ R. Brady 

John G Harnage 

Isaac Bushyhead 

Joseph Tally 

~Indian o. F. Cherokee est File. 4/16, 1836. John Jolly 
and others. Rel. to site for military post, etc.) 
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Chattah oochy 

June 8 1836 

My dear Bfjddnot. 

I have just received a Letter rom elch , informing me 

that his house has been waylaid by the Ind ians , who are seek

ing an opertunity to kill him . Our f riend Tom Taylor is scat 

tering the firebrands . All my friends are ell pleased that 
· to 

our treaty has been ratified , and are ready pearil their lives 
~. 

in defence of the treaty party . e have thousands of friends 

amongst the Georgians ready to do the same. 

I y ou are at all aprehensive of dainger Let me advise you 

to collect all ~Be your friends and form an enca~pment at Ridges, 

Lone word indecipherable/, but act on the defensive . Hake any 

contracts ecefsary to our suport . The treaty must meet them . 

I have just written to Schermerhorn informing him of Taylors 

conduct. 7rit e t o me often . I am much conserned for your 

safety. 

Sincearly your friend 

illiam Rogers . 

(OI A: Cherokee Fi le . New chota 6/1 6/1836 . Boudinot , Elias . 
Inclosin letters on the subjec t of hostilities, etc . Above 

, letter was from ~arsaw, Geo.gia, addressed to Boudinot at 
New Echota. ) 
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Coal Mountain June eth 1836 

Mr Elias Boud inot 

Sir t her e was a n I nd i an F roli c o r Danc e on Saturday 

night l a st a n d the re was s ome white men wen t t o t he s ame they 

have rep orted t h at the Indi ans s a i d they had no malice toward s 

the ~~it e people but that they i ntended Killing Ridge an d your

self I h ave wro t e you that you might be on your guar d which 

no doubt y ou are the c i t i z ens of this County had a meet i ng 

yesterd ay t h ey are res olved to punish all offenc e s i f any I 

woul d rec ommend for your safety for you and fam i ly t o l eave 

the country u n t i l the excitement i s over a little p l ease to 

accept fo r yourself and fami l y my best wishes 

Tr u l y y ours 

Ge orge Kellogg 

( OI A: Che rokee F ile. New Echota . 6/1 6/ 1836 . Elia s Boud i not . 
Inc. l et ters on t he subjec t o hosti l i ties , e t c . ) 



N w ~chota , June 15 , 1836 . 

Hon. Elbert Herring, 

Cornmifsioner of Ind- Aff 

Sir, 

254: · 

By the l a s t mail I addrefsed a letter to Mr . ~chermerhorn . 
to your care , which you have probably p e rused . ' '.'h at I there 

stated in regard t o the state of feeling among the Cherokees , 

has only b een c onfirmed to my sat _ sfacti on . Indeed I will 
has been 

venture t o say , there never as a time f or the last five years , 

when appearanc es were so favorable as a t present . - I knovv of 

no hostility to the tre aty - I hear of none; on t h e contrary 

the Che r oke es i n this region wil l rece ive it with aheerfulnefs . 

The y say the matter is now settled , a n d they a re glad of it . 

I speak of the afs of t h e Cherokees - t h ere is a po r t on who 

no d oubt fee l far otherwise - but t hey are those whose ambition s 

have b een d isappointed ' dtho ut their interference there will b e 

no excitement. I trust they will not endeavor to excite the 

people. 

The white i nhabitants of this country are in a state of 

great alarm, f ounded upon some unfounded apprehension . I be

lieve it is owing a great d e al t o what is transpiring in the 

Creek Nation. Our people are not nov aware of the state of 

feeling among the whites , much lefs are they thinkin o mak n 

war. I trust, ~ i r , tha t no e x ag erated rumors , which n o doubt 

will go out or thi s country, wil l i nduce the govt . to believe 

that the Che rokee s a r e in a host le att i tude . They are not; 

nor do I beli e ve, even wi th Rofs' i nfluence , will Ea a por-

tion of them ever afsume such a n att i tude . 



Our people a re greatly suffer ing for food . It is very 

important t hat the ne cefsary appropriations should be made 

soon for t hei r rel ief. If I had authority to do so , I would 

commence to suppl y them in this neighborhood . 

In my l etter to Mr . Schermerho rn I have r efer red to the 

speculation that is going on upon the Indians by ,~ihites . & 

half breeds. Strong measures are necefsary to prevent it . 

The Pre sident ought to have t he right of deciding what are 

the first debts of the Indians , f or the protection of this 

. clafs. I f not they will g o to the west deprived of every cent 

of thei r pro perty , and the money will go into the hands of the 

Whites, and such Indians as have opposed the very treaty by which 

they a r e now trying t o amafs wealth . I say aga n those strong 

measures a r e ne cefsary . 

I trust the ?resident wil l think it best to send Mr . 

Schermerho rn again - I think him a suitable person , because 

he is a terror t o speculato r s, and under s tands the situation 

of thes e people & their a f fa irs . 

'"' i th sentiments of high es teem I remain 

Yours 

Eli s Boudinot . 

(OIA: Cherokee File . New Echota . 6/16/1836. Boudinot, El i as. 
Inc. l e tters on the subjec t of hostil i ties, e tc . ) 
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New Echota , Ge o. June 16 ,- 36 

Hon. Elbert Herring 

Commi f sione r of Ind . Affs . 

Sir, 

I addrefsed a l e t ter to y ou ye st e r day , givin y ou a f a vor

able a c count of the stat e of feeling among the Cherokees - I 

have since then r eceived the enclosed letter , whi ch would se em 

to contrad ic t what I hav e s t a ted . I wish to be understood as 

speaking of t he Cher okees i n thi s region a nd from whi ch I have 

dire c t information . There are n e i ghb orhood s , where I have 

every rea son t o presume ther e i s h os t i l ity toward s us a s a treaty 
a re 

party, a n d there~indi v idual s who would willingly t ake our live s 

if they could I hav e no i dea t hat the danger is a s g rea t a s 

is apprehended by the wri ters of t he two letters enc losed . I 

came thro ugh the neighborhood where the ho s ~ i l ity is s aid to 

exist, a nd t h e f r olick o r dance spoken ofwas he l d before I came 

along. I saw Tho ~ Ta ylor there and he told me that he f ound 

the p eople b et t er s a tisfi ed than he expec t ed . I yet thi nk 

t h ere may b e some mistake about el ch be ng wayla i d . Foster , 

one of our d e l egati on , wa s he r e t e other day , and he t old me 

every thing was g o i n g righ t f or the t reaty . Bu t as I hav e be 

f o r e s tat ed , i nfl ammatory st a t ements from the other Bid e may 

change the s t a t e of f eel i n g . I shall n ot be excit ed , and 

shall take the matte r coolly de libera t ely , and shall en-
of what i s 

deave r to k eep y ou appri sed happen i n g . I shall r e peat a gain 
~ within t he compa fs of my observation, 

what I h ave s aid t hat matt e r s hav e never appeared s o f a vo rab e 

ro r the l a st fi v e years as a t present - And i f Rof s vou ld only 

keep away the nation would al~o st be unani mous f or t he treat y . 



are 
T~ give you an instanc e how these poor· people :B.ave-ee8:a deluded 

and mislead - I t i s said that one of Rofs 1 delegation , on his 

return, r eported t h ose the Cher'okee Countries here and in Ark . 

have been soJ.d , and that the Cherokees will have to go to a far 

country, i nfe st ed by e aRRi eal:a - man eaters . The- people protest 
there , 

goingAbut are willing to go to Ark . 

1 should have addrefsed these letters to Mr . Schermerhorn 
If 

if 1 t hought he was still there . rHe is there , please give my 

respects to h i m & let him see these let t ers. 

Verry res pectfully 

Elias Boudinot 

(CI A: Cherokee File . New Echota, 6/1 6/1836 . Boudinot, Elias. 
Inc.1osing letters on the subject of hostilities, etc . ) 
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~a shi ngton July 2d 1836 

Hon Lewis Cass 

Secretary war 

Sir 

The unde r s i gned beg leave to call your attention to the 

removal of Gen l Campbell cattle from there country; frequent 

application has been made to the Dept by the Chiefs of the 

Cherokee Country requesting the removal of this gentleman 

Cattle for the last Five years,, 

Ve are instructed by the Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation 

westto obtain an order from the far Dept fo~ the removal of 

thos Cat tle this important that this order be granted with 

out delay so as to enable the Chiefs to protect there people 

from t he in jury done by t hose Cattle as well as to prevent 

colusion betwen the hites and red men more especialy as Genl 

Campbell r es i des in ashington County Arkansas Territory and 

permits his Cat t le to remain with in the Indian Country; this 

Gentleman havi ng been removed from his agency some Two years 

since shoud have r emoved his stock from the Chrokee Countl:~y 

with out troubeling the Chiefs to make application, to your 

Dept 

Verry Respectfuly 

James Rogers 

his 
John x Smith 

mark 

Chrokee Delegation 

West 

(OIA: Cherokee File (C33 ) ashington . 1836 . ) 
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Cherokee Agency , Fort Gibson , Aug~ 1s~h 1836 . 

c. A. Harris Esq. 

Commifsioner of I ndian Affairs . 

Sir 

I hAve rea son to congratulate myself and the Indians un

der my ~uperintendance , for the change which has taken place 

in the Office of Commi fsioner of Indian Affairs: For, although 

I cannot fores ee what your course wi ll be as regards myself 

and the Indians of my Agency; there is great consolation in 

knowing that in either case, matters may be better, but cannot 

pofsibly be worse . I am not complaining: - I have learned 

not to Compla i n , and experience has taught me the folly of 

reproach. - Al though writing on a sick bed, which I have not 

left fo r eight days , I cannot forego this early occasion to 

addrefs a few remarks to yourself and Maj . ~ illiam B. Lewis, 

in relation to s ome of the grievances, under which the Indians 

of my Agency l abour , as well as myself. 

I am Sir, wi th great respect , your Obed~ Servant 

M Stokes . Sub- Agent 

for Cherokees 

Sub- Agent for Senecas 

Sub-Agent for Senecas & Shawnees 

and Sub- Agent f or Quapaws . 

(OIA: Cherokee (West ) File (S55 ). Fort Gibson. 



Cherokee nation 22~ August 1836 . 

To M. Stokes, Sub-Agent for Cherokees . 

We hereby reque s t you to demand from the Government of 

the United States, upwar ds of Fourteen thousand dollars, ap

propriated 28~h J une 1834 , for the benefit of Cherokee Citi -

zens for lost stock. - Also upwards of Four thousand dollars, 

as our part of Twelve thou sand six hundred dollars appropri a ted 

by an Act of Congref s of the pre sent year. And also to demand 

the money appropriat ed to build a Merchant mill for the Cher

okees, so that it may be built forthwith . 

We further require you to demand the money stated as the 

value of the mill and distillery of Charles Rogers, which was 

destroyed in obedi ence to a late Act of Congrefs regulating 

trade and Inte r c ourse with the Indians: We wish you to call 

on the United Stat es t o pay the valuation; so that Charles 

Rogers may get~tisfact1on for his said improvements .- M~ 

Charles Rogers states that the reason his mill was valued , was, 

because the mill would have been an expense, i nstead of a 

benefit to him, aft er t he Government of the United States re 

fused to permit him to run hi s s t i lls; as i t is in a section 

of Country where ve r y few Citi zens l i ve . 

hi s 
John x J olly Prin~ Chief 

mar k 

Joseph Vann 34 Chi ef 

Cherokee Agency, Fo~t Gibson, 24~h August 1836 . 

I certify the foregoing to be a t rue Copy of the Ori ginal 

tiled by me, at the request of the Chiefs, i n t he Office of 

the Cherokee Agency. M. Stokes Sub-

Agent f or Che rokees. 
(OIA: Cherokee (West) File (S61-63. For t Gibson. s-63.) 
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Cherok e e Agency , Fort Gibson August 26~h 1836 . 

c. A. Harris Esq. Commi fs i oner of Indian Affairs . 

Sir 

I have been r epeatedly urged by M~ Charles Rogers, a 

Cherok e; and al so by the Principal Chiefs of the Cherokee na

tion, to demand t he payment of the money due to the said Charles 

Rogers for t he l of es he sustained by the destruction of his dis ~ 

tillery, and the lofs of his mill . 

I have appri sed the Chiefs that this payment cannot be 

made without an appropriation by Congrefs for that purpose. 

Your early attention to t h is subject will greatly oblige 

those concerned . 

I send you the papers relating to this businefs, at the 

request of the Pr i nc i pal Chiefs of the Cherokee nation . 

I am, wi th great respect, your obed~ Servant 

M. Stokes . Sub -. " 

Agent for Cherokees . 

(OIA: Cherokee (West } File (S62) Agency. ) 



• 
Execut ive Depa rtment Geo. 

Milledgeville 4~h Sept . 1836 

Sir, 

I have received yours of the 30~h Ultimo . I have no doubt 
r M. Schermerhorn made the promise you state, and it is probable 

he mentioned the subject to me, but , i f he did, I have forgot 

ten it -

I have no power to interfere in any way with the opera

tions of the judiciary, but , if a conviction should take place 

in the case of Lynch or any one else, I can then exercise the 

pardoning power, whi ch I will i mmediately do , provided the Con

vict, will engage to emigrate i mmediately , and provided also 

a petition in his behalf s i gned by a respectable number of 

the citizens of the County be presented to me . 

I have written to Judge Kenan , and requested him, in the 

event of a Conviction , so to ~anage the matter , that the Con-

viet shal l not be sent to Milledgeville unti l after a sufficient 

time shall have elapsed to send a mefsenger to me with a peti

tion, and return with the pardon - The judge & Sol icitor Gen

eral have full power to postpone the trial until the next 

term, and perhaps this would effect all you have in view as 

well, or better than a conviction and pardon, because the in-

dictment would be hanging interroreem over him, and may 

hasten the emigration of him and his securities. And in the 

event of thei~ going off this fall the matter might and would 

be permitted to rest without taking judgment on the bond of 

the securities. All that I have power to do to hasten the de-

parture to the west of the Cherokees, shall be done, and those 
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who are charged with Crimes lefs than murder, who will, with 

thei r bail, go t his fall , may feel satisfied t hat no injury 

shal l befall them i n consequence of any claim of the State 

in reference t o suc h cases -

Majr Benj F. Curr·y 

New Echota 

Gee. 

I am very respect f ully 

Yr ob~ servt 

Vli lliam Schley 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr.) File. Milledgeville, 9/4/1836. 
Schley, Gov . Wm . to B. F . Currey, Supt . Relating to the case 
of Lynch and cri minals among the Cherokee, etc.) 
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Sir, 

War Department 

Office Indian Affairs 

October 12th 1836 . 

I enclose an extrac t of a letter or tn1s date to Brigr 

Genl ~1ool. 

Should the delegation of ~astern Cherokees therein spoken 

or, which it is unders tood consist of John Ross , John Benge , 

W. Adair , Calsatahee or Hogg , Richard Taylor and Joseph Saunde rs, 

proceed to the west Cherokee country with a vi ew to incite oppo

sition to the Treaty or to attempt an alteration of it, you will 

at once arrest them , and institute the proper legal proceedings 

i n the Uni ted State s District Cour t under the 13t h and 23rd Sec -

ti ons of the Inte course act of 1834 . And you will inform the 

'estern Cherokees , that the conduct of Mr Ros s and the delega-
in 

tion is regarded as as/!Rdirect contravention of the r ecent 

treaty, and admonish them aga nst any proceedings which may 

have a similar tendency and character . You wi ll instruct Gov~ 

Stokes t o watch the conduct of all the Cherokees with great 

vigilance. 

The commanding off ic er at Fo r t Gibson will be instructed 

to furnish any military a i d you may require f or the execut on 

of these instruc t ions . 

Very respec t ful ly 

Your Obt St 

C. A. arris, Comr . 

~ Armstrong Esq . 

Choctaw Agency, 

est of the Mississippi . 

(OIA: Cherokee File A 79. Choctaw Agency .) 



Extract of a letter to Bvt Brig~ General John E ool , dated ':a!' 

Department Octbber 12 th 1836 . 

''You wi l l a lso inform him, ( r Ross) that if a delegation 

proceed to the Cherokees 'les t of the Miss issippi for the purpo s e 

of procuring their cooperation in an attempt to set aside or 

modify the exi stins treaty or to obtain a new one , the ac ting 

Superintendent of the 1es t ern Territory will be instructed t o 

enforce t he provisi ons of the 13th Sect ion of the Intercourse 

Act of 1834, and to employ Military aid , if necessary , under 

the authority of the 23rd section . " 

(CIA: Cherokee File A 79 . Choctaw Agency . ) 
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Rome --Floyd Co Ga Oct 13 1836 

ir 

I have le.rne from unquestionrible authority that Rofs l ate 

Council ,_ppointed a elegat i on t o vis i t t he este1 n Cherokees ':'his 

Delegation i s to be headed by John ofs and t he ob ject as comrmmica -

ted to me by utephen oreman one of the el egates i s to induce the 

estern C erokees to refuse t o ccept the 1 te ~reaty and get them 

to send a Delegation t o ashi ngton next i nter to Cooperate ith 

Rots & hi s party in tryi ng ' t o brake it . 

I have t hi s day read a letter s i gned by ~o Jolly Principal 

Chief & a number of others ong hon i s John 01~t of the .estern 

Chiefs protesting t hat this Tr eaty ms signed Jithout sufficient 

authority by 'mith & Rogers an that its provisions do not secure 

equal adv tages to the .. estern Cherokees - aski of J ames Starr 

& other s mondification of i ts provisions 

oul d it not be Tell for t he epar ent to direct the .estern 

Agent t o sei ze t le individuals headed by Rofs under the authori ty con

ferred by the 13 & 15 sect ions of t he intercourse l ar of 1834 d dis -

pose of t m as t hat l n directs? The measures contempl ated have 

tor t heir objec t the defe t of sa i d Tre·ty and ought perhaps pr op-

erly to be checked hen Commenced anoD.(?' t he restern Indians ns t here 

i s lets doubt as t o the bindi ng infl~ence of t hat la in a Country 

where t he ~ tate juri sdi ct i on has not been & cannot be ext ended 

MOst Respectfully 

r C. A. Harris Esq . 

cosrl Ind Affa 

ashington C 1 ty 

I Have the honor to be 

Your Ver y bt Servt 

Ben. F. Currey 
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Oil l Cherokee. File C87 
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out in a few days & ill pr obably remain 
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0pring Pl ace Ga Oct 24 , 1836 

To His Excy A Ja ckson 

President of the u. s. 

Sir 

I had t he honor some time since of receiving your 

com~ in r epl y .t o mine by .~ Rogers 

Since t hat d te I find ~f Jarnigan has erected a trading house on t he 

Agency reserva t i on I n t his measm;e he i s sust ained so far as Genl ool s 

failure t o r en.o11e him & others s imilarl y intruding , on my applycat i on can 

be considered so. In t he l ast conversati on I had ;ith Mr J arnigan he in

formed me he was employed wr iting l egal opinions upon .hich for Genl ool 

to base hi s oporc,tions If this be true the mili t ry had as ell be under 

the direction of John Rofs :. for I can regard Jarnigans intrusions in no 

other charact er than t o afford hi m fac ilities to a rds a i ding rir Rofs i n 

opposing t 1e enforcement of the Treaty succefsfully He as & I believe 

he is yet Rofs 8 a ttoY & counsel l or but he has by i t ing flatterin? let

ters to tAr Harri s in relat i on t o Genl !ools conduct here & readi ng them 

to t hat Off i cer bef ore they were sent gai ned upon hi s confidence hereby 

he may t he more ef f ectually succeed i n his schemes 

I enclose you an thens 'epublican contai ni ng a l etter f r om H Cl ay--

One from Jno nofs al so one f r om J ~ tandefer none of hi ch need furthe r 

CODJDent t han i s made by the :E'di t or Rofs I underota 1d has gone t o ~rkansas 

to excite opposition tllerc to t he late Tr eaty He ta~es ;ith im a el ega-

tion--from t he wes t he wi ll go t o .ashington t his wi nter gai n t o pl ay 

the part afs i gned hi m by hi s pol i t ica l prompters I saw a l etter a few 
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a.ys ago to James J t arr & othe r s purporting t o be s i ened by John Jolly 

pl' Chief' & ot hers of the restern Nat i on .ski ne; a :r,:Odifica t i on of Mr 

Schermerhor ns treaty &. compl a i ninr, of i ts alleced i njus tice &:. inequality 

this l e t ter was evidentl y Titten by a ·an of talents & as certified 

to by M .::> t okes .. v.gent .11ether hi s personal feel ings t owards J,:r Schermer 

horn has enduced hi m t o encourage opposition t o this t~eaty I \,ould 

leave ot hers t o Judge 

I believe Rofs i s ul t " tely t o fall a vict i m t o the seductive polit 

iciane & t he temptat i ons held out by a company cla i irl " a large tract 

ot l and i n Californi a 

On t he 13th I nst I wrote rur Harri s on tle uub ject of Tiofss mifs i on 

& suggested the propr i ety of arresting hi:: i n the , estern Fat i on under 

t he .. uthori ty of t he 13 & 15 Secns of the Intercourse l a of 1834 

On The l Oth Inst w~s appointed by Go~ Lumpki n for persons having 

businefs wi th t"e Commi fsioners to meet a new £chota many attended but 

t he abs ence of Go • c rrol l n, the Disbursing _ ... gent disappoint ever'J 

one en I l eft .:ashingt on Ci ty vr . Cafs i nfomed me nr , Ki ould 

follow i n a fe7 days to make all the necessary di sbursments . I after 

wards reed e. letter from the Dr sayi n r: he 1ould be at the ~gency by 

the 20th Aug yet no such off icer has r ·"ported hi uself . .:any I11a.ians 

wish to co off&. are iti f or he means of Tr ansport t ion Having 

sol d all tl cir stoc S~ cr op preparatory t o a r oval , th y r e in here 

i n grea t suspense 

I write you f r eel y & full bee use your ord r 7111 ramedy a ll i ncon-

veni ences in t lle shortest pofs i bl e ti 
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The Georgi a elect i ons have been close but this I believe ill only 

oause t he Union .1en hereafter t o· act with unamjnity making afsurance 

doubly sure The unt irnely death of Gen1 Coffee I fear has let in one 

nullifier f or the sefsion of 1837- 8 -- Changes are takin~ place rapi y 

in E Tenn ; but t he contest is even more doubtful in that •tate ~labama 

is safe & I beli eve Co Ca t o be so also 

Be pleased to accept my best i shes for your future health & hap

pinefs & beli eve me 

~st Re~pectfully 

Your VerY Obt Servt 

Ben. F . Currey 

{OIA: Cherokee File (C93), Spring Place, 1836) 
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Sir, 

War Department 

Office Indian Affairs, 

November lOth 1836. 

The 4th article of the treaty with the Cherokees east 

or the Mississippi, or December 29. 1835, a copy of which 

is enclosed, provides for the payment of Fifteen thousand 

dollars to certain half breeds, for whom reservations were 

aet apart in the 5th Article of the treaty with the Osages 

ot June 2d 18 The individuals to whom this sum is to be 

paid are named in a schedule appended to the treaty. The 

condition of the payment is the execution of a satisfactory 

conveyance of these reservations to the United States, by 

the persona to whom they ~elong, or have been assigned, or 

their agents or guardians. 

I have to request that you will instruct the S~b Agent 

for the Osages to ~rocure this conveyance • . If the lands 

have been assigned, a copy of the assignment ~hould be ob

tained by him, and transmitted to this Office. If an Agent 

or guardian has been appointed, an attested copy of the ap

pointment should be forwarded here. 

When this conveyance is received, and admitted here, 

the amount will be remitted to Capt Brown, with instructions 

to cause it to be paid upon the requisitions of the Sub 

Agent 

Very respectfully 

Your Mo obt svt 

Capt William Armstrong C. A. Harris 

Choctaw Agency Comr 

Weat ot the M1sa1saipR1 
(OIA: Western Suot 1Y Flie. Office. 1837.) 
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Choctaw Agency 

Nov 17th 1836 

C A Harris Esqr 

Comr Ind Affrs 

Sir 

Yours of the 12th Oct upon the Subject of a delegation 

from the Cherokees East to those west; as also an extract f r om 

you to Genl ool has been recieved . I have written Govr stokes 

in relation to i t ; and should the delegation come on, I will 

give the subject of our letter my particular attention . I 

hope however , yours to Genl / ool wil l have the go od effect of 

stopping the exDected delegation from coming over with a des i gn 

of interfering with the treaty in any way . Should they come 

and do so, I will act promptly upon the subject; and at the 

same t ime with great caution, for I know with whom I have to 

do ·. · The Department know my view in relation to the feeling 

ann spiri t of the Creeks - and there is with the Cherokees , 

great discontent ; but the way to stop such a spirit is by a 

sufficient forc e; an the rigid execution of the laws of 

Congress. 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

1m Armstrong 

Ac t Supt . . es~ Ter¥ 

(OI A: Cherokee Fi le A 79. Choctaw Agency . ) 
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COPY 

Sir, 

War Department 

Offi ce Indian Affairs 

January 18~~ 1837 . 

I have the honor to lay before you for transmission , 

if you think proper, to the proper committee of Congress , 

various papers i n relation to a claim for indemnity , by 

Charles Rogers, a Cherokee Indian, for a Mill and distil

lery, said to have been destroyed by the order of the 

Super i ntendent of the Western Territory . 

There being no exis t ing law under which this claim 

can be paid , I r ecommend that the whole matter be submitted 

to Congress for such action as to that body may seem 

proper. 

Very Respectfully 

Hon: 

B. F. But le r , 

Sec{ of War 

Ad interim 

Yr Mo. Obt . Servt 

(Signed) c. A. Harris 

r Comm . - -

(OIA: western ~upt 'y File . Office. 1837 . (1/2 , 1837) 
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Fo rt Gibson 3 J anuary 1837 

Sir 

About sixty Cherokee em grants have lately arrived here , 

who claim the co1nmuta on allowance f o r transportation and the 

years subsi stence , as allo ed by the late treaty . As I h ve 

as yet rece ved no i nst r ct ons to be governed by its st i pu a 

tiona , I su mit th s case fo your instruc t ons . 

I observe i n he report of the ecretary of .Ja r , 1.at 

he concurs w th you in recommend ng the allowance of a com

mi fsion on t he amount d sbur ed by Disburs ng Agents in t e 

I ndian Dep • I have not seen your report , and am t ere ore 

ignorant of i t deta ls . I beg you 11 excuse he freedom 

I us e i n pre ent i ng some circumstanc s which may not have 

presented thems lves to our mind , tend n o shew why the 

a l lowance o f a commi fs i on on d sbursements may under exi t 

ing ar angements here , benefit unequally th se fo \hose 

good it is i ntended . It may not have oc urred to you that 

probably t he greater art of the disbursements annu -

ties , t reat y st ul tions, 

made by the l ocal sburs i 

urrent exp nses C, a ve been 

agents here , al t ho they 

ere r~qu1red to take vouchers or t ese sbur ements in 

the name of the Pr nc ipa l Disburs n Agent . So also of 

payments for' transport ing in ian oo s t the agenc s , or 

f urnishing treaty art c e s , i n fac for nost o t e d sburse 

lnents made , - no twiths tan in the letter of the omm fs oner 

of I nd . · Affairs of 10 ov . 1 34 on t s sub ct . 

If these di sbursing agents are o recei e a comm fs n 

on the sums , thus disbursed by vhc:w, hen vel . But by the 
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system alluded t o, one or two of icers woul d seem f r om the 

accounts rend e r ed to bav made very heavy d bursements , 

while othe r s on exposed and arduous du es , becau e r e -

quired t o make di sbursements i n t e name of a ot her , or 

because all paymen s f o the sup.l i es he sees furnished , 

or the s e r v i ces he sees rendered , are require to be made 

by another ; h i s disbur emen s are , ( in appearance at last, ) 

so small t hat t e commifsion wou d be tr fli n in amount . 

At the same t i m one clafs of the se of cers may be as 

serviceable , and , (at any r a te , d scharge dut e s as arduous 

and unpleasant as the ot he r . 

I feel much delicacy in allud g to tht , u conf -

dently bel i eve ou 1 be glad to have every 1 ht o en-

able you f airly to ap orti n amon D sburs ng Agent any 

allovance that may e granted. 

Very respe ctfully 

C. A. Harris Es r 
Comf Ind . Af. 

( OIA: 
1837. 

Che r okee (Ernigr . ) F 
V-13. 

i r ou o t . humble servan 

J. Tan Horne L eut . S . A. 

Di sb~ Agent I. R. 

e '!13- 28- 29-3 • ort Gibson . 

2''1"5 



C A Harris Esqr 

Choctaw Agency 

Feb 3d 1837 

Comr of Ind Af frs 

Sir 

In relat i on to John Rofs and and the delegat i on of Eastern 

Cherokees who have lately visited the Che rokees Vl est, and suc 

ceeded in ge t ting up a delegation from t hat nation to accom

pany him t o ashington, I beg leave to state , that upon re 

ciept of your l etter to arrest Ross and d elegation if they 

should pr oceed to the Cherokee country west with a view to 

incite opposition to the late Treaty; or attempt an altera

tion of it, I wrote to Gov Stokes and gave him a copy of your 

letter and at the same time requested him to observe the move 

ments of Rofs and hi s delegati?n ; and in the event of his at 

tempting an i nt erf erence wi th the treaty to communicate the 

fact to me. Gov Stokes states to me that Rofs visited him 

and conversed f r i endly without disclosing the object of his 

visit. I was at Gibson , myself during the time that Rofs was 

there but d i d not s ee hi m being much engaged with the creeks . 

I did not lea rn the obj ect of his vis i t - but have since been 

advised by Gov St okes, that a delegation of three have accom

panied Ross on , wha t t he i r busines s is, he does not know. 

I also addressed a joi nt letter wi th Govr Stokes to the 

Cherokee Chiefs, warn i ng t hem f ron any i nter ferance with the 

treaty or connection with Rofs. I s aw and conver sed with 

Major Brown, one of the Chi efs, he i s auite gentlemanly and 

intelligent man, who stated to me t hat he di d not wish to 

have anything to do with Rofs. 



I called upon Genl Arbuckle and stated to him my deter

mination to execute the order if I could find out that Rofs 

was attempting to incite opposition to the treaty . The Genl 

was extremely solicitous that as there was such a small force 
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at Fort Gibson; and a time of such peculiar excitement , that 

it would not be necessary to call on the military for aid ; 

about this time, I received the decision of the District Judge 

of Arkansas, by which decision an Osage Indian in jail at Lit 

tle Rock, comrnit ted for murder, was discharged for want of 

jurisdiction; and I therefore concluded that if I should dis -

cover that Rofs was attempting to incite opposition to the 

treaty, he also would be released. I however set out for Red 

River; and was not apprised of the delegation going on until 

my return. I have been thus particular , in order that you 

may see why Mr Rofs was not arrested , having received your 

order to do so, I should certainly have executed it, had I 

been apprised of the fact of Rofa getting up an excitement 
in 

against the treaty . From what I coul d discover, the Cherokee 

nation there appeared to be no f eeling about the treaty . I 

enclose you an extract of Gov Stokes ' letter from whi~h you 

will see the character of the delegation; and that their 

particular object in visiting ~ashington was not known . 

Respectfully 

Your obt Servt 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt. West~ Ter¥ 

(OIA: Cherokee File Al26-291. Choct aw Agency . A-126 . ) 



Extract f r om Gov St okes letter . 

"Three of the de l egation have gone on . Neither of them 

are men of bus i nefs. J ohn Loony is a Chief , but of moderate 

capacity and l i mited influence : Aaron Price is a good man of 

no great influence or capaci ty; and you know the character of 

Dutch; I t i s that of a brave determined warrior - neither of 

them were ever a t Washington and curiosity as much as any

thing else has, i n my opi nion, prompted these delegates to go 

on. It i s prob&bl e also , that they may wish t o visit the 

places of the i r f ormer residence." 

(CIA: Che rokee File Al26- 291. Choctaw Agency . A- 126 . ) 



Choct aw Agency 

3d Feb 1837 . 

C. A. Harris Esqr. 

Commr of Ind. Affr~ 

Sir 

I enclose you a plan of Agency house for the Cherokees -

I wrote Gov. Stokes and gave him the plan of the houses now 

building for t he Choctaw Chiefs similar some hat to the 

Agency house he r e - The plan is a good one for a dwelling -
been 

and has as you will find from the enclosed extract, adopted 

by Gov .Stokes - the location is not yet made but will be so 

soon as funds f or the build i ng are in hand -

Respectfully 

Your obt Servt 

m Armstrong 

Act . Supt . West~ Te rY· 

(OIA: Cherokee File Al24-125- Choctaw Agency . A-124) 
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Extract from Govr St okes letter : 

"In obedience to the letter from the Comr of Indn 

Affrs of the 23d November 1836 ; and yours of the 2d inst , 

I enclose a descr1pt1.on and estimate for build ings for 

the Cherokee Agency - I have taken the model from your 

proposals fo r houses f or the Choctaw Chi efs . I think t he 

estimate a t $2, 000 is too l ow; but as you think otherwise , 

I have only requi r ed that sum , having a greater respect 

for your opi ni ons in this case than my own ." 

(OIA: Che rokee File Al24-125- Choctaw Agency. 1827 . A-124 . ) 



Choctaw Agency 

d 3 . Feb . 1837. 

C. A. Harris Es qr . 

Commr·or Ind . Affrs . 

Sir 

I have t he honor to enclose a l etter from Gov . Stokes 

upon the subj ec t of the Seneca Mills . I can readily bear 

testimony of t he great Ut i lity of those Mills - not only 

to the Senecas but the Cherokees - and even to a port i on of 

Missouri and Washington Gounty Arkansas - the inhabi tants 

of which have the i r wheat manufactured into flour - indeed 

there is no other Mills i n the indian Country that afford 

any general f ac ility but those - I would therefor respect

fully recommend the payment of the account - if the same can 

be done by the goverment -

Respec t fully 

Your obt . Servt 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt We st~ Ter ¥ 

(OIA: Cherokee File Al24-125- Choctaw Agency . A-125 . ) 
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Was hington , D. C. Feby . 8 , 1837 . 

c. A. Harris Esq . 

Commsr . Ind . Aff rs . 

Sir , 

The Surveyor of Cherokee Land , under my Superintence 

agreeably to instructions whic h I received from y ou the 

5 ~h July 1836 will r esume his labors as soon in the Spring 

as there will be grafs on the prairies for the subsistenc e 

of his horses , say , in the l atter part of April or the firs t 

o f May . He will then need an escort of thirty Dragoons . 

This is respect full y to re quest that measures be taken 

to have the escort i n readinefs . I would also r espe c tful l y 

remind you that Fort Gi bson is muc h nearer the p lac e at 

which it will be desireable for the escort to join the sur-

veyor than Fort Leavenworth. 

So soon as I as certain from what post the escort will 

be furnished , and whom it ~ould be p roper f or me to addrefs , 

I will take measure s to inform the proper offi cer of the 

precise time and p l a c e av whi ch the es c ort will be wanted . 

it h gr eat r e spect 

Sir 

Your Obt . Servt 

Isaac M~Coy 

( OIA : Surveys File . M 73 - 68 . We stport , 1837 . M- 68 . ) 
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IIIJ!!I'N~-~--------------~28 3: 

New Echota Ga 

Febr·y 19th 1837 

Dr. Lillybridge 

Sir 

Agreably to our request I c ee r ful l y make t he f ol l oJ-

ing statement . 

I have be en constantly a t thi s pl ace s i nce your arr ival 

here on the 11th J anuar y 1837 ., & have been ntimat ely ac

quainted wit . ou r movements. My quart er are w t hin a f ew 

steps of your boardin house; I have seen you at all hour s 

of the day, f r equentl l a te at n i g t particula r y when you 

attended a herokee who was wounded who wa s 1 ving ve ry 

near my quarters, on w om you r egu arly & cons t antly attend ed 

apparently with the utmost a lae i t y. 

'~ri t h regard t o t he charge of 11 Intemperance in the u s e 

of Liquor" I can t estafy t hat I have never seen any i nd ica tions 

of your having used it to excef s ; e ither i n your conversa t i ons 

or actions Your deportment, as f a r as I have se n or heard 

has ever been, that of a perfect en t eman 

I am Sir 

( OI A: 
1837. 

Ve r y e spe ctfully 

Your Obd . r vt 

ha1, oskins 

Lt , U, , A 

Cherokee (Emigr.) File L 169-186-189. Li t tle Roc . 
o file number on this letter. 



--.------~--------------~--------------~284 

Gen! Andrew Jackson. 

D!' Gen! 

I perceive that John Ross, and company have ar-

rived in the city. Tis of utmost importance that they should 

receive no recognition, nor countenance by the government . 

That such will be the case, I cannot doubt, yet I take the 

liberty of requesting your attention to this matter, as any 

acknowledgment of them as a Delegation, for any purposes, 

would produce the most serious mischief in the Cherokee Na-
• tion. 

Vith highest respect 

I am your Ob~ Ser~ 

~ illiam R King 

(OIA: Cherokee File (Kll) Senate. no date. King, Fo • . R. 
Recommends that John Ross and his party, etc. Above letter 
was received in Indi an Office Feb. 28, 1837.) 



· Fort Coffee ffarch 29th 1837 

To, 

c. A. Harris Esqr 

Comr Ind Affrs 

Sir 

I have the honor to report to you the arrival at this 

plaoe of the 1st detachment of emigr ating Cherokees , they 

arrived in safety & good health , not a single death having 

occured since their departure; They have dispersed in search 

of their places of residence by direction of Capt Armstrong , 

the most of the emigrants have determined to settle in that 

part of the Cherokee Nation oppisite to this post-, a few 

of them have gone h i gher up the river 

Very Resptly 

Yr Obt svt 

Phil: Minis . U. S .A. 

Disbg Agt C Remvl . 

(OIA: Cher okee (Emigr. Fi le M59-103- 108- 155-253 . New Echota. 
Fort Coffee M-103.) 



Washington City 

May 4h 1837 

To The Hon. 

Joel R Poinsett 

Secretary of War 

Si~ 

Since t aking leave of you a~d my separation with those 
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of my coll eagues who· have returned home ards, it has become my 

duty to addrefs you this letter pr vious to leaving the Metro

polis of the United States for the Cherokeee Nation -

I will not occupy your attention with a recapitulation 

of all that pafs ed between us at our several interviews , on 

the subject of Cherokee affairs: Being informed that General 

Wool will be relieved of his military.duties in the Cherokee 

Country by Col~ Lindsey - I beg leave to call your attention 
by 

to certain acts of opprefsion and injustice complained ofAthe 

Cherokees , and to ask that justice may now be extended in 

reference to them. -

In the summer of 1835, the Georgia guard under the Com

mand of Col9 w~ N• Bishop, by authority of Mr Benj . F. cu~rey 

then Superintendant of Cherokee removals, forcibly seized 

the printing prefs, types, books papers and other ~aterials 

pertaining to a print ing office, belonging to the Cherokee 

Nation; and notwithstanding applications having been made 

for their restoration , they are still retained - • 
f 

') · In the summer of 1826. Brigr General John E. Wool r -

quired the Cherokees of the valley Towns to surrender up 

their guns to his Command, and as a proof of their peace-



able disposition towards the Citizens of the United states 

about 200 (or upwards) guns were brought in and deli.vered 

up ~e by the Cherokees , to that Officer - and when it was 

believed that Gen! Wool could not but see that there was 

no propriety in withholding these arms longer, the Council 

of the Nati on , in the fall of that year, at the instance of 

the owners, solicited the General to restore the guns - but 

I am not informed that it has been done, even up to the 

present time -

Some time in December last, when a Committee of the Na

tion appointed by the General Council, consisting of Mefs~s 

Lewis Rofs, Richd Taylor, Dan~ M~Coy, & Elijah Hicks met at 

the house of John Martin late Treasurer of the Nation for 

the settling his accounts preparatory to his emigration to 

Arkansas, at a late hour of the night , Mr Martin ' s house was 

surrounded by U. States ~Pee~e soldiers and in the morning 

the Officers in Command demanded all the public papers of 

the Nati on and forcibly took the Treasurer ' s a/ct Book and 

other papers - M~ Martin together with the Committee (except 

ing Mr Taylor who was not present) were then made Captives 

and escorted by t he Mili tary to Head Quarters before Gen~ Wool, 

a distance of twenty miles - the Connnanding Gen~ after liber

ating these Gent lemen made a general demand of them for all 

the publi c papers of the Nation and threatened if they were 

not surrendered up to him that he shoul d be under the pain-

ful necefsity of arresting all the leading men of the Nation -. 

These unaccountably strange proceedings, no doubt oc-

287 



curred under the pretext e' and authority of executing the 

"Gen! Order N~ '74." 

You will pardon me for repeating the suggestion to you , 

of the necefsity for superceding the former instructions of 

the Department, upon which the aforesaid "Gen! Order" was based, 

by those which are now to be given to Col9 Lindsey -

My most ardent desire for avoiding any pofsible ground 

of difficulty between the officers of the Gov~ and the Chero

kees prompts me to ask the indulgence of being furnished with 

a Copy of the instruct i ons which shall be given to that Offic

er - and in Conclusi on further to ask that the printing prefs, 
Cherokee 

types, books papers &c belonging to the ~Nation - and the guns 

of individual Cherokees seized & detained as herein stated , 

be now ordered to be restored, without further detention - • 

I have the honor to be, Sir, with great respect, 

Y~ Ob~ Hb,le Serv~ 

JnO Rofs in behalf 

of the Cherokee Delegation 

(OIA: Cherokee Fiie R93. Washington. 1837. R- 93 . ) 
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Journal of events &c June the ll~h & 12~h 

Was amoung the Carsawaytee indians Although they are 

in a few mile s of a depot of provisions they will not go 

forward to get they being neverthelefs in the verry ex

tremest Suffering The f ewest number of them have any thing 

to eate only as they buy a 1 ttle from the whites or get it 

in Some Low way not unfrequently by Stealing I conversed 

with Some respectable ~ hite men who repr esent their case to 

be bad indeed and confirmed the ascertain above I tried to 

influence them to go down to Echota or M. C. ary to get pro
that 

visions telling them~hey had a right to get if they would 

go And that I did not think they would be drove off to Ark-

ansaw immediately My reason for doi ng this was to get them 

in a way of going after Suppl i es hoping that the office~s 

would make use of all Chances to allay their timid fears 

and get the other indians to talk with them for that pur-

pose also I d i scover that the grea t fear is that Should they 

receive the ~ upplies they will be driven off to arkansaw im

mediately and Some a r e t rying to Scar~ themselves ith the 
or the price 

idea that if they Should receive them itAwill be reduced . 
out of their other dues I took all the care I could to al 

lay these fears I allso got the whites to agree that they 

would do all they Could to induce them forward I also Sug

gested the idea of holding popular mee tings amoung them 

and let Some persons who can Speak the Language attend and 

talk to them perhaps if Some of the Rofs people could be 

along these meetings might do much good Persons who Speak 
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their Language can do a great deel mor·e than others in this 

way The hites think that Such a plan will have a good ef

fect On Sa ,lee , quo ,.he , I Saw I (sic) Company of drunk in

dians 

Pa fsed on and \1:et an influential Cherokee (named 

daugherty-:1- and his wife I told them to tell all who were 

Suffering to go & get Supplies that it was their right & they 

could get i t if they would only go forward 

They readily agreed to tell them 

It appears to be a great backset to this businefs that 

whiskey is retailed at So many places The indians lay about 

those places & miserably neglect all businefs Those places 

Seam t o form a haunt around which their affections Seams to 

Cling With mad delusion equally as Close as to any other 

power of attraction amoung them They may be heard to Single 

out many of these ··hiskey .oungers from all ot er white men & 

Speak in terms of praise Oh, Se, Oo, U, no, Kah, I meet ome 

others who seamed to be going to the drinking frolick carrying 

Vefsels which I supposed contained r· hiskey & was Lih:ely to con-

tinue the froli ck on 

I have understood that these ~hiskey renders were gener-

ally going much harm not Satisfied to Keep the indians hanker

ing about after drink but al so in Some cases persuade them 

against emigration perhaps fo the purpose of trying to keep 
t 

them as Long as their money lasts ~ayed all night at Esqr 

Woffords Sh.ff. of Cafs County. 

Tuesday 13th. In conversation he appears to be out of 

heart of the natives being got off only by force He thinks 

popular meetings might do good espec i ally if Some of the Rofs 
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men could be got to take a hand in them He says that a 

great-many of the indians in his acquaintance must be at the 

point of Starvation he knows not how they get Supplies only 

as they get a Little from the whites by beging or otherwise 

1 ~ Some instances they work but it is verry Little All the 

white people Seams to think favorable of popular meetings 

especially if whiskey is allowed they think the indians will 

turn out in mafs To day I had a Long talk with old Tom 

Pettit & Sally Hughs in which we ta ked over all most all 

the Cherokee rilations of the Last 3 or 4 years at the wind

ing up of which they both manifested a disposition to get 

ready (provided they can get their businefs arranged agree

abie ~o wna~ they think is justice) and go to the 'est Sally 

Sally Seams anxious to go early in the fall But old Tom is 

reluctant and Seams to have much of the dread common to his 

party but from the best judgement I have of the case if he 

could get Some advantages under the treaty he would consider 

himself under So much obligation that he would make ready and 

go off Soon He has it appears been verry badly treated 

about his place he thinks the government ought to pay him 

its valuation under the treaty & I discove r t hat it is the 

general opinion of all the \~bites who know anything of the 

matter He is endeavor in to get his case prepared to Lay 

before you 

It is thought that he and Sally have considerable in

fluence in all the region round about there whe re they Live 

and that they could entice off a hundred or nore if they 

would endeavor to do so 
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They both Say that the indians as far as they are 

acquainted are generally Suffering for 7ant of provision 

and depend verry much on the whites for any thing to 

Live on Poor old Sally ept - he Said that She used to 

have plenty and Lived as well as any one but now She had 

Lost almost every thing And it Seamed that one way or other 

they were were disposed to rob her of all the advantages of 

the treaty bad as it was I found it altogether necefsary to 

encourage her and old Tom with the hope that their cla i ms 

would be favo rably noticed 

I then proceeded down the r ver to Gen t Millers and 

found many indi ans but could not talk with them for want 

of an interpreter The men seamed to occupied mostly in 

drinking as far as I could see them at any thing The 

Women go out all day & g ther 1"/ho1•tleberies which they 

Sell generally for the merest trifle And thus it is that 

these people are So Closely and profitably engaged that they 

cannot pofsibly get ready to go ~e st without Longer time 

allowed Gen'~ Miller Says that there are 12 or 15 families 

on his Land and not one of them give s the Slightest ind ca-

tion of readinefs to go But they are generally needy and in 

a Short time must Suffer if they are not Supplied Someway -

I told h im to t e ll them to o to New Tovm or . C. airs where 

they may get Supplies plenty He said that if he had the aid 

of a good interpreter he thought he could get them in the 

notion of going to get rations in which case it would Seam 

with proper management a great many might be got willing to 

go and perhaps all en~oled which would afford a better pre-. 
text for catching hereafter when it may have to be done Al-



all 
most."the exertion that has as yet been made to get these 

V!illing to go has been done by the r:hi tes amoung whom are 

the Valuing agents these people do not have much faith in 

what any 'hite man would tell them which Seams to be the 
them 

reason why there is So Little imprefsion made on as yet 

Gen 1 1. hiller Seams to think that popular meetings might do 

good if properly managed If the~e wa s Some pains taken now 

to allay their anger & pacify them generally it could scarce

ly fail of a good effect Their Situation and distrefs is 

Such no w that they woul d be glad to f i nd orne person who 

would be fri endly to them & Seam to put the means of r e -

lief in thei r way 
a 

Pafsed on down the r ive r to a r Smiths -
1
, respectable 

man he said he Should be glad how Soon they were away that 

they (the indians were perhaps obliged to make a Little to 

fre e with their neighbours corn in that quarter He confirms 

the Statement of Suffering Says that he knows they can have 

but Little or nothing t o Li ve upon and that the men visit 

the grog Shops & the women gather ' hortleberries which is 

the most they do . He says tha t it is his opinion those grog

shops are doing much hann The irldians are induced to hanker 

round them when they have nothing . else to tay for & would 

probably Come to See the Commifsi oners &c . was it not for 

them Pafsed on down the river and staid all night at Dr 

Quins He i s verry anxius that every thing Should be done 

that can be to get these people off peaceably He encour

aged me verry much to try and do all that I could He gave 
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me the names of several i nd i ans tp cal l on r . El liett who 

Lives near him is disposed to afs ist in any measure s that 

will do any good He t hinks that popular meet i ngs may have 

a good effe ct and has p romi sed to talk with everal indians 

himself when he gets a hance It is probable that these 

two men have conside rable influence with the indians Dr . 
· do to 

Quin promi sed to Aall he could nduce the indians forward 

' Thursday J une the 15th . afsed on down the Ri ver into Ala-

bama found the white persons verry anxi us for the ind i ans t o 

get off a s Soon as can be I en j oined upon them to do all 

they can in any fair way to get them to come forwar d to ee 

the commifsioners & Gen . l Smith &C. that they all mi ght get 

Some of the benefits of the treaty ( discover these Alabama 

ind i ans a r e abundantly pleased rhen they get up courage 

enough to come for~ard and get money) The Silver gold 

pleases them verry much Called on an indi an by the name 

of Sc raper He received me fr i endly but we could not talk 
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for want of an i nterpreter He parted ,aPte~ with me also friend

ly & earned verry anxius to t lk · ent on them to ill se s e 

is a pr e t t y Smart old i ndi an & is a preacher He is sai d to 

be a fine hone.st indi an He understood me better than I d i d 

him and Se amed to Stri ve verry hard to be understood His 

children t ha t talk inglish were not at home 

I talked to hi m all I c ou d perhaps more than h 

understood He appe a r ed verry fr i endly & des i red to tal k 

but we could not do muc h at it From t hence went on not 

knowing where the re being no one to direct me but i n a 

mile o r two came to a young indian~ named Archy He tal ked 



englisl1 I had a good talk ~ ith him an he Seamed verry at 

tentive He was the most accommodat ing of any I had met· He 

went with me and put me in the direct way From thence went 

on to Charly downings . He i s also an i nteresting fe low 

and Speaks good engligh I t hink I Left him willing to go to 

the ~e st The plan is to try to get he and Grimmit who Lives 

in the Same regi on to go together If it can be effected it 

will probably Shake the confidence of orne 25 or 30 families 

who are resid ing about the mouth of Chattooga r iver I sent 

word to Bark (who is one of the deligates of Mr Rofs ast 

Winter and Seve ral others who I d id no ge t the Chance to See 

I promised t hat I would return through that way and give them 

a be tter Chance to un erstand me I aw a company of indi ans 

at Fort Armstrong who Seamed in a drinking mo od but verry 

f r i endly I call ed on one by the name of Grits but could 

not talk f or want of an int . , aw a good many others but 

c ould do nothing f or the Same reason I cont inued to work 

up the white people to t he i dea of doing al l they can I 
them 

t old,.to So 
when 

and r eason ,. 
manage as to get the ~ onf dence of the indian 

their 
cannot be expected take t he advantage of is pre -

judices convince them that it i s thei ' inte~est to go Say 

Little or nothing about 1r ofs e spec i all agains t h im and 

they may find it in thei r power to do mor e than they can 

any other way 

Let the troops go amoung them and keep them in fear 

and all others act as friends I t ook as much pains to in-

form the whi te persons So they may ac t in concert i n this 

matter as I did the Cherokees I have also Cautioned a good 
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many ~hite pers ons about a l lowing them to hanker about them 

drinking Showi ng them t e dibato r i ous ef f ects and tha t f 

they d i d not top it I had no d oubt but the next Legisla t ure 

would make i t penal i n whi ch ca s e the y wil l Stand as good 

a chance t o be d r i ven. out o t he Country a s the i nd ans 

Continued down t he Ri ver amoung ~everal mor e indian fami l 

ies the Celebr a t ed Dah , cah , ga , amoung other s but could 

not tal k for want of an interpret er He (Dah, can , ga , 

i s s a id o be harbouring Some f our or five Cr eeks about 

aQeYt h i m and is hos tile he s ays he wi ll die before he 

will go 

They s ay that he has been endeavoring to get up a 

Company and turn out to Ki l ling Some of the peopl e i n that 

vic inity Speak of fo r ting Friday the 16th Spent t his day 

mostly amoung the whi t e s planning and encouraging them to 

use t he i r ineluence i n getting off the nd i ans i n every fair 

way t hey can I n t he evening t raveled ac rofs t he mountain 

f r om Coo sa r i ver to 1•ills ally about 15 mi l e s the J.ost of 

t he way thr ough the r ain and a good pi ece i n a hard Sto rm 

Saw one ind i an who I aft erwards e arned was named alldri dge 

He is a f r i endly i ntere s tin f e l low he earned verr anxi u s 

t o t a l k bu t Could not Speak engl i s h toped for the night 

a't Lamars I encouraged g i m to use all hi s i nfl u nee and 

i he and his wi f e get as many off a s pofsible He ~ & . rs . 

Lama r thought t hey had alr eady done Some good and woul d 

continue t r ying I f t hey could. be al lowed to ration he 

indians f o r a Shot time at the i r house the y allo~ed that 



they could en1•oll all that wer e any where near them They say 

that the ind i a ns on the mount·a i n are ;::>uff ering and would come 
to IJamars 

forward ,..verry readily i f they could ge t Supplies I also Saw 

Mr . Curry there and rec~ Some encouraging accounts from him 

I communi cated to him a good deel of what I had done and my 

reasons f or So doing put him on a plan that I hoped ~ould 

enabl e h i m to make Some enrolments Sat . the 17th Understand -

ing t hat Boudinot & !IJ ife had gone up the Val ley to Revd . .~r . 

Chambe rlains and wishing to Se e him I pr·oceeded directly there 

Saw everal indians on the way but could not talk with them 

t hough I continued t o ope r a t e on e whites every opportunity 

Saw Boudinot and Learned fr>om hi m that he had been taking a 

gr eatdeel of pains amoung the Ch rokees about Gunters La di 

& the country around about i n that part of Alabama e Sai d 

he had been to Mr . George Lowr i es and Learned that hi s fami l y 

had become disposed to go to the west and Seamed to Speak 

f av orable of it The old man himse f though was mute on the 

Sub j ect but is i kely half inclined i f it we1e not for cir

cums tances of which you a i'e aprised he would probably be off 

Short l y Sabbath the 18th Lay by at Mr . Cham~ (Enjoyed ouJ• 

Sabbat h) Monday the 19th Started in the rain for ew chota 

I n kin born Va l ly had a good deel of conversation ~ith the 

white s The r e are but a few indians there and they of the 

more r espectable ort I did not have a Chance to ee any 

of them Came on t o Broom Tovm Vally A r . .1 . C. Cut chen Said 

or t old me t hat there was a good many indi ans there and Some 

of them wa s Suff ering I Left wo r d as I ave done in all 

other ca ses f or t hem to come t o Echota or· . C. nairs and 

get Suppl i es An old i ndian i n tha t quarter ~ade a Speech a 



have 
few days ago which is said to been verry elo uent He 

, \ 

brought the tears from his audience Poor old fel ow I 

admire his eloquence though I pity his delusion Came 

on to .a jor tories in hattooga ally and talked with 

an indian by the name of Cook He Says that he and others 

about there are go i ng e a rly in the fall I told him to tell 

them that their best way was to get off as early as they 

could those who got off first would come out best and those 

who would not go atall would be taken off L1ke the Creeks 

The ajor Says that a good many of them are suffering He 

thinks that he couJd enroll all in and about there if he 

could be allowed to ration them a Li ttle while at his house 

and Should proper pains be taken he thinks a Large number 

mi ght be got off Thursday the 20th Sept for Echota Saw o in

dians until I came in the Vicinity of Oostanallee There I 

heard of a good many Some of them had Lately came in the 

neighbourhood extream want prevailed amoung them indeed 

it is thought that they will pirish if they a r e not Sup-

plied Somehow I Sent word to them to come to New Town 

and get provision and not Stay there pirishing rather than 

come forward and partake of "'hat was r eally their own 

For these two Last days I have not een many indians 

though what I have Seen appeared verry friendly rrived 

at Ecbota after· dark this 20th day June 1837 After an absenc e 

of 9 days during which I ha e rode 250 mi s in the rounds 

and turns of the rout Saw many i ndians and talked ¥ith all 

that I could in which I have an humble hope that I have 



done good I ha ve conve r sed freely i th the whites and 

have put in tratn a course of procedings that it is hoped 

will do much good I have Spared no pains to do all that 

I could I a l s o ope that I ha ve d one nothing that will in 

the Least degree do harm to any I have endeavored to Con-

ciliate in all cases and have been cautious how I Said things 

about any person or thing that is Calculated to give a bad 

imprefsion I have not even attempted to d efend the t reaty 

party but have only endeavored to pacify t he irulent feel 

ings agaihs t them an the treaty &C 

Henry H. utton 

N. B I am of opinion that industry and perseverence i n this 

course will effect the removal of the most of ind ans They 

naturally Sl ow to act it will not do to get out of heart 

(fo r Small matters i. b . 

ENDORSEllliNT: vay be exhibited to the Co~nifsioners and 

Superintendent of Cher . removals 

(OIA : Che rokee (Emigr . ) File . 1837. Case of Sa l ly Hughes 
and Henry Sutt on. Affi davits and evidence , etc . 

299 



J ou r n a l 

Star te f rom ew Ech ta thursday June the 22nd.and on 
ann 

my way to the p ine Log Settl ement ~et old 11 :9eWRiRg who 

told me a s we l l a I -could unr.erstand him that Since my 

trip up among the Salu uahe Cherokees Seve ral o Some at 

Least had begun to get read or was ready to go to the '!'·e st 

and inquire or meat and meal stating that they wan ed to 

draw ra t on s 

I t o h i m to tell them to go immed i atel to Ne Town 

that all he an they wante wou.d be at ende to and that 

the offi cers there wou d be verry g ad to see them I sa 

other heroke e s wh seamed v erry. iendly and vome of them 

appe a r e d to wish t talk I pafse on th ough the p ne Log 

region & old Town Left s much word amoung hem as cou}.d 

and Likely tal ked a a greatdeel more amoung t hem was under-

t o od Pa f s d o to tb . Etawah rigi on called an talked with 

a family Li v ng on the road I tr ed to get them o go to 

New town or c . nairy the old ma ob j ecte an could not 

expla n t h e matter to h m so that he c ould get any und e r 

standing of i t I called on Mr . ew an had a Lon chat v th 

him i wh ch I u r ged the necef ity of hi s go ng o the ~est 

and got h i m t o agr e e t o d o all he coul d amoung the he~okees 

about there F rom then ce I r<~e nt t o the ~ idow agsdales and 

took up fo r t he n h t ~ y reasons w s that I ight have a fair 

opportunity to say as much as I an d to betwean hat & bed 

time and until breakfa st in t he mo r n i n e; .~e c onv .rsed a ong 

time in which we talk d over near y a l l t he Che o e af irs 
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for the Last Several yea·rs Minute accoun of which I could 

not now give Her t o gi·eat ob e t ions to go ng away , are 

first, tha t She th nks he mo er unable to go So far he 

be in a verry ld oman Second hat r . Rofs ha s not told 

them to o yet I combat ed oth of these ob ject ion y tel l-

1ng her t at if h e r mot he could not go otherw se hat I 

would go my elf an take care o h er all t he way and that 

I thought her a woman of too much Sense to remai n here un-

til She IIJaS wholy ru ned because Mr . Rofs does not chose -/: 
to tell her to go And al o that the most of those who v re 

' now tr·y :fn to Stay will in a h r t me w sh that they had 

gone That the white pe ople wi 1 not ha ve so much regal'd or 

them a ny Longer than the ir m ney Lasts A k r . Canned /?/ 

whit man who cla m So , e k n ~ th the old Lady thi nk has 

a greatdeel of infl uence vith her I am not certa n f he 

was watc e cl sely ut t hat he m ght be found dis c our~g-

ing emigrat on Thou h think upon the ~ho e that the old 

Lady her mother and 1 he fam i ly may be go to go he gave 

good heed to what I told h r ut w u d not either agree o 

disagree ith t he exception o old George Still and his 

folks She tands next i n the Scale of i nfluence in her 

vic nity Fr iday the 23~d th s morning w nt on to Canton 

and conv rsed wi th orne of the pe sons o f that place 

requested them to make it public amoung he ind ns that t he 

commi ttee woul d b in ses ion the Monday fo Jow g and that 

all the Cherokees who a e Suffering mi ht go & get provi

sions I also wrote a Lette~ t o Mafsy Danie requ st i ng 

him to Send the people to N w Echota if pofsibl e c. Paf ed 
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on then to Rogerses and a ft er tayin al l n ght and h a ing a 

gooddeel o f conversa tion about t e a ffa rs of the Che rokees 

Left for J acks on Co. to a ttend My Mothers funera l on Sunday 

Thursday t h e 29 the entered t he n~t on aga i n near uckahi es 

ferry i n q red fo r i nd ans Learned that there was Some in 

that neighbou r h ood wh all o ~ed t o remain took a gr at -

deel of pains t ta l k wi th the whites in Such a way as o 

cause them to inf l uence the i ndi ans if pofsibl e I sent wor 

to t he ind i ans that wheat er t hey were capable or in a pa e 

r e specta b l e or n ot rich or poor or desired to Stay or not 

that I as a f r i end and well wi sher ~ou.d adv se them o go 

away i f p ofsible And f any were u fer g Let t em go f or-

war a nd get r at i ons There re n th s reg on a f e Widows 

who ou ld 'i is orne att n ion I f t were pofsibl e or them 

t o have Some t h n under t e treaty i Seams f rom the relati on 

i n wh c t h ey Stand that i v uld be noth j ng amifs -- ~atur

d ay J uly t he 1St cal ed at Mr . Kellogs & wrote two Let ers one 

t o e orge '.Velch ne t Joshua Buff "ngton The one to ! lch 

I exh bit ed t o ~rr . Kellog he approved Sa i d i t a s ap-

prop r i ate The y e r e oth on the Same Su j ect requesti g 

thos e men to be act v e and make us e o all exert i on amoung 

t he Etowah Cherokees I did no t h ve i me to c a ll on any 

any where above cudde r s ~h c wa s my reason f or wri in But 

I s ent all the word I c ould y r . Kellog and eve ry am /rna~/ 

I Saw who ms oing up that way I con t nue however to here 

the unfav or ab e ac ount of the i r Stubbornnef s ob j ec tions 

to go away I could not ge t Scudder to exerci e h i s i n lue c e 

I saw but three i nd i a ns 11 day and c ould n t tal k w t h t he 



but tried - they put t e hand up to their ear in token t hat 

they did not und rsta.n d Took up fo r he n h t at canton T e 

people about Canton Seam ready to do al they can and are 

verry anxio u s f or measures t o be taken that will prevent ho -

tility the truth i s Cherokee County has more nd ans than any 

County in the State a the are f pofs ble more utubborn t 

does Seam that 1 verry necef sary hat uometh · ng Should be done 

if pofsible t g e mat ers n th county a favorable turn 

the peopl e all al ng on Etowah think that a depot of ratio s 

at Some convenient p ace n the r ve~ would do much good as 

the indians are suffe r i ng and o e at t he verry point of star

vation I t is thou ht hat Somethi ng of that K nd will m ve 

them. more readily t han any t i ns else They have a gr~at aver-

sion to g o a n ere where the persons are that manage the 

treaty but i t s proba le that they would receive rat on from 

persons the id not Suspect and in their own neighbourhood 

Ju~y the 2nd Start ed f om Canton in Company w 1 r . Bostv1ick 

of ugusta a nd ~ ing o erokee On inqui ry what wou d be 

t h e chance or Specia n the augusta Bank he ans~ered no chan e 

atall for the entrel l aru( a day o two e re he Left had 

drawn all the s pec i e ~s it had Mr . King aid n refer nee 

to the erokees at he thought a de ot o pr is i o s some-

where i n t e ne i ghbou hood o he uixes ~0 d olle t the 

most of t e indi ns n t ha t part of the country and th he 

could and would throw a mart influe ce i n t e way or plan 

of receivin ra t on omewhere t her ut he could not get 

them to g o whe r·e the provi sions · er no iV sued Ther are 

a good many families on his Lands nnd 1 ge t i verry 



anxious to Se t hem Man_f s t orne disposi tion to get away He 

Says that coul d h ave i nf l uenc ed a hundred or more if if there 

was a plan that t hey d d not dread So much There is no noubt 

but the whi te s would do all they could if this opportuni ty was 

offered He and my elf called at oses Dani els and had a 

Long conversat on with h i m He thinks a Small depot of provi 

sions would do a greatdeel towards collect ng them and he i s 

willing if i t was established near him to use all h i s infl uenc e 

to u se al l hi s i nfl uence to collect them and he could probabl y 

do more than an y other man on the river i t is also probable 

that ol d George St i l l would grow favorable to it if that was 

done I t i s a l so probable that if three Small depots were e s

tabli shed on Et owah r i ver One ab out the Sixes one about the 

Savannah Town and one about Sally Hughes that i n th course 

of a f ew onths the most of the Cherokees could be collected 

that are i n all that regi on a distance of more than a hundred 

mi les Long and 30 or 40 broad Such arrangements as these woul d 

Surel y cotrunand the attent i on o the ind ans So as to Collect 

them toge r t her at those places i n the hortest pofsible way I t 

is expe cted that they may not go forward verry read ~y at fi r st 

but when they con i er the matter and become a Litt l e accus 

tomed to i t and s ee ho~ it i s i n ev ery way they will no doubt 
. . 

go into it more w ll ingly The whi te men woul d be able to 

help i n thi s mat ter verry much and woul d be glad to do it 

The ind i ans disli~e t o g o off So f ar i t s eams to much Like 

Start ing to the west which they generally s eam t o dr ed a l 

most Like death The i t uation of the indi ans are Sue that 

the white men can have a great i nfluence over them From Dan-
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iels I pafsed on dovm the river amoung the Cherokees t ing 

to influence them all that I could I pafsed the Atatunne [ines 

and saw near a hundred Cherokees the most of them making a 

most ab j ect appearanc I tr d o talk with them but d id not 

find but one or two that talke m i ngl h and ut indiffer

ently at that until I meet w th a r . Johnson white man who 

appears to have a Ch rokee f amily I had a Lon~ and interesting 

talk with him i n wh ch I ex e sed my self freely He Soon agreed 

with me and sa i d he had a lready been trying to do Someth ng 

amoung them i n that quarter He thought he ould afs ist in 

getting them to rece i ve rations and was illing to do all 

be could in any way 

I e njoine d i on h i m to do all he c ould wh ch he promised 

to do He appears to be a Sort of Merchant amoung them and pro

bably can do Somethi n of Servi ce I pafs ed on thru to ayses 

f erry and L ack of t i me & an nterpreter I could not do much 

amoung the ind i ans there but I Left word amoung the 7 i tes 

for them and directed the a c t i on o the whites as much as I 

could I conaider t hat every one can do Something and I have 

t r i o in all r es pects t o ge t them to do this omething July 

the 3;d F r om Mayses f erry pafsed on to Cafs vill and from 

there to New Echota not havi g time or much opportun ty to 

S e e or talk wi th t he in i ans Thu s after an absence o 1 1 days 

hav e I been engaged f aithfully & have some re ason and have 

Some reason to think that my Serv i c e s will be advantageously 

appreciated at Least . 

I am verry causius t hat I have not omited any t ng that 

I could think of or in any way caucian ~ould be advantagious 



I have verry good reasons t o think t hat f Suffic i ent indus 

try was us ed i n t he proper way t hat many of these peopl e mi ght 

be got off peaceably et an i t hin he t me allowed I am 

confident tha t Le t me t ake my ovn wa f or it make My own ar

rangement s & ave a good i nt e rpr eter that I can coll ect a 

good deta cmnent r eady for remova l ea rly in the fal provi ded 

that no one be allowed to c rcumvent my ac t on I have be n 

now for 20 odd days rout ng a out amoung the ind ans duri ng 

which I have taken two or three Storms and nearl y all the rain 

that has f al l en i n day time ~hich ha s been no Li tt l e and have 

Spent 25 or 30 dollars of My own money rode down my horse 

travel ed about 500 l es n the rounds and fatigued mysel f 
a lone 

ve rry much al l with the hope Aof doing orne good and I f ee l 

t hankf ull t hat I have had Strength & di sposi tion t o do i t I 

have the consolat i on t o bel i eve that I have done orne Smal l 

Share of good at Least wh ch i s a hi gh remunerati on or my 

pains and t r oubl e and Should my other bus nef s admit I am 

wil l ing to undergo as muc h or mor e for t he Chance of do i ng 

the Same amount of good I des i gn t o mak e a trip amoung th 

mountain indians wi t h i n the Lim ts of Georgi a i f I cou l be 

allowed an i nt erpr eter t her e I oul d try t o apprec i ate t he 

oppor tunity and flat ter mysel f ith the belief tha t I could 

make a more f avorable r eturn 

Thi s report fter your exami nation may be ref ered t o 

Gen~ Smith that he may be appri sed of the true State of things 

in t his portion of Country 

Respectfully Your obt . uer vt . - enry H. s u tton 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr . ) File 1837. Case of Sa l ly Hu es and Henr 
Sutton. Journal addressed to the Commi ssi oners . ) 



An account of roceedin s amoung the Cherokees 

in the region of Sally Hughs & Thomas Pettit &c 

~t arted from Echota July the 5t went immed ately to 

Esqr . \Voffords h . e . ff . of Oafs Count He told me that he 

thought ol d Tom Pett t had come over considerably Since I 

was al ong there two or three weeks ago I Stayed all night and 

on t e next morn ng (the 5th Pent to Pet its I ound h m at 

home i n a verry thoug ful mood He earned glad to See me & 

aft er a while g t in a verry cons erable way of tak ng: 

during v~ ch , I dr w out h s feel s and es gns oncern ng 

t e fairs o the Cherokees His confidt.. ce n o s s much 

Shaken & he is g ng n fe a s to See from thence I 

proceeded on towards Sally ' s . & Staye all n ght in a ni e r 

So of e river The n xt ::no1• ng I eot an 11 er l'e ter HId 

proceed o :vn he r ver 0 iles b lov ~Ih le there I saw 

a Mr. Lawson Brandon former Sh . ff . of Gwinnett Co unty He 

told me that the indians i n his vicinity are in a pitiable 

condition They a r e not only Sufferin for the want of pro

vision but have been Cheated out of their Valuat ions in many 

cases in the followin way when the valui agents were round 

the indians in a greatmany cases run off from t hem and in oth

ers were Stubborn and vould not Show their improvements Such 

men as Sam Mays Jack El iott &C . vere frequently along with the 

agents and in general was verry handy in Showing them what & 

to whom to value of course when they chose they could point 

out a place for themselves and I am told di d not fail to do 

it I could hear of these speculative fellows Claiming not 
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a few of their i mpr ovements on the val i dity of a purchase 

where in many insta nces one two and three hundred dollar 

improvement s wer e claimed for the consideration of one , two , 

three, or five gal lons of 1'\Thiskey And had them valu d no 

one being pre s ent to object I ca led at a house where two 

families Lived in the Same house According to the Looks of 

their impr ovement it must have been valued to 5 or 600 ~k 

dollars Mr . Brandon hapened to come in at the time which 

I was talking wi th them By the means of my interpreter I 

had already sai d a good deel to them Some of which Seamed 

to have Some effect Brandon Suggested to me that Sam Mays 

a white man enti tled to a native privilige had had their 

place valued to Some one else I then depicted their condi 

tion to them a l s o what it would be when the treaty ceased to 

protect t hem The poor Voman Sighed most pitiably; the men 

hung their heads and Seamed to wi sh that things were other

wise I t old t hem that they ne ver need expect to alter the 

treaty or buck i t but , that they would have to come into 

it Some how or other - they Seamed bewildered - I then told 

them that if they would Come up to Echota and ee the Com~ . 

that perhaps t hey could tell them hov to fix their businefs 

So that t he i r val ua t i on mi ght yet be paid to themselve s and 

that! would do a l l I could to keep Sam Mays from getting 

it They tie amed to pick up Some courage then and one of 

the women began to La ugh and t a l k wi th the i nterpreter 

verry pleasantly and Soon indica t ed that She would be glad 

to go I took the advantage of t ha t moment and told t em 

that they had all bett e r come up and that I thought if they 

could prove that they never Sol d t he farm to any one they 



would yet get the money & I would adv ise them all to come 

and bring their witnefses a nd I would do every thing I could 

for them They all appeared consentive and agreed to do it 

It will be remembered that these are Some of the most i gnor

ant & Stubborn Rofs ind i ans who would not See the valuing 

agents or Show their place s but run off Now with a Little 

pains these people may be got off peaceably I know from the 

pleasantnefs mingled with astonishment which I Saw in the 

Countenance of Brandon that Something verry unexpected had 

been achieve d I expect these peopl e are on his Land .1yself 

and interprete!• Left them all i n a much better humor & condi -

tion than we found them , highly pleased at the Succefs we had 

met with The se indians perhaps to the numbe r of 20 or more 

may be expect ed in three weeks From thence went on up to 

Sally~ ferry and taid all ni ght The next Morning (the 7th) 

went over to old man Beavers .one of the former Chiefs amoung 

the Cherokees a great friend to Rofs and w o has always de 

clared that he never will g o away I pafsed or c l a imed t o be 

a Cherokee yself And had a gooddeel of friendly tal k wit 

him (He and his family Speak and understand i ngl ish during 

which a Mr. Dobbs who owns t he Land where the old man Lives 

hapened in Dobbs appeared ver•ry glad to hear the old man 

and me talking After I had takeb a fine mefs of the old 
honey 

mans~which was really fine indeed I felt pretty much in a 

mood for talking and verry shortly afte r commenced one of 

the most interesting talks that I have had with any Cherokee 

~hen I first began I durst not say any thing in favor of go

ing to the west or i n favor of the treaty or about Leaving 



this Land or even receiving any of the money that the treaty 

allows and particular•ly noth ng against Mr . Rofs The old 

man was So extremely sensitive on all these points that 

you might discover the Lightest touch on them to make him 

Sad and Cautious I continued Some how to keep the ubject 

in mot ion until I Saw that one of the women appeared chained 

to my conversation (the old wife though had taken her bed 

in the mean time and to all intent seamed incapable of 

either acting or thinking or even So much as to open her 

eyes this seamed to help me along Smartly for I could dis-

cover the old mans eyes meeting th s woman ' s every now 

then until at Length he Seamed to get a great er confi dence 

in my words and began to reply more readily and Seamed to 

become willing to chat and in a Short time began to Sane-

tion orne things that I would Say The ub jects that I found 

o difficult to touch on at first had become Something more 

familiar I cou d pla nly ee the Dobbs wa s highly pleased 

he it appears has been trying all this year to have orne 

influence with this old man and family but has hitherto been 

unable to know that he had done the Least good Re had also 

got others to talk with them for the Same purpose but al l to 

the Same effect I t Seams that he has a verry h gh opinion 

of the goodnefs and h onesty of the old man So much o that 

he would verry much dislike to See his feelings hurt but 

nevertheless, be is extremely anxius to begin to ee Some 

move on the part of the old fellow that wou indicate get-

ting awny For to a ll appearances he , earns that he is L e
Dobbs 

ly to be an occupant of ~fi -e*a his~ Land a good hile yet, 

or at Least durin~ Life An to See Such a Change effected 



altagether unexpectedly i n Lefs than an hour was a matter of 
to 

Some astonishment.,.him Aft er I had gotten through while the 

feelings in all were yet glowi ng I took my Leave and no 

doubt there is many an inquiry about ho and what I am 

Dobbs went with me a Little piece a nd beged that I would 

call agai n the first opportunity I then went on to 3ally 

Hughes house 7hile there I a Several Che rokee women 

talked by an interpr eter to them all I Learned rom them 

that when Sally came back home and was going to come up to 

ew Town again they expected t o come with her an also go 

to the west when She went ll of t his I d i scovered has 

taken place Since my first talk with Sal ly and old Tom at hi~ 

house I then encouraged them to do what I Since Learn ally 

bas done extens i vely and old Tom a lso to Some extent the 
plainl y 

effects of whi ch lli already perceiveable amoung them people 

Old Sally Says She wont mind any boddy any man (meaning Rofs 

but She means to go her own way which i s that She means t o go 

to the Ve st as Soon as She can get off , but there is no doubt 

but . that She wi ll Look for a Little hi ring and a ittle atten-

tion pa i d to her now may do a gr eatdeel of good 

I talked with a good many Cherokee s about there before 

I came off all of whome earned to become d isposed to comply 

wit my direction and push forward ·any of them have dif

ficulties about t hei r claims &C. which will probably r equire 
Pett it s 

patience in their adjustment I Pafse oh then up to ~sttits 

and spent the n i ght wi t h him durin whi ch we talked a great deel 

Esqr. affOrd present I told h i m amoung other th ngs that he 

must begin to tell the people to come forward and arrange 
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their businefs and prepare for the est before they might have 

to be draged of f Li ke dogs . I told him to remember the 

Creeks and not encourage his people to wait Such a doom 

He Seamed t o wish to go and See Mr . Rofs in a few days in

dica t ing t hat af ter that he meant to act more decisive I 

think on the whole that he will go away The Strong hold in 

that qua rter i s most powerfully Shaking and if Refs doe s 

no t hold his counci l and recruit them up again they may al l 

be got of f wi th a Lit t l e pains The next day I returned to 

Echota and on the way at a, la , qua, he , & Pine og I Saw 

Several i ndians The general account was that they and 
many 
SevePal othe r s are coming forward Shortly . ~y imprefsion 

i s now as i t was before that if proper arrangements are 

made and a considerable prefs made this fall the most of 

t hese people may be got off peaceably It Should be remem

bered that Sal l y Hughs is now and has been ever Since She 

came to this place Several days ago electi oneering with 

all t he indi ans She meet s tryin to get them off to the est 

with he r This is under the knowledge of Ridge and various 

others I f all would try as heard the Stay of the Cherokees 

in this country would be but Short 

Re s pec t ful ly yours obt . Servt . 

Henry . Sutton 

Lest my ong repo r ts may be found tire s ome this will 

probably clo se my communications of this Sort unlefs I 

find it nec efsa ry t o gi ve Some t h i ng in the Same ay from 

that quarter If I go I Shall pr obabl y make a Long trip 



It will also be Shortly if atall I now think I will go 

& verry much want to go -

respectfully your obt. Servt . 

Henry H. Sutton 

(OIA: Chero~ee (Emigr.) File · 1837 . Caee of Sally Hughes 
and Henry Sutton. Affidavits and evidence , etc . ) 
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Cherokee Agency, For t Gibson, August 20~h 1837 . 

Report of the Agent for the Cherokee Nation . 

At the commencement of this Report I beg leave to state 

that in the Regulations N~ 3 lately sent to this Agency , 

there are many items of instruction, which cannot be com

plied wi th; and some that appear to be unnecefsary . - I 

would not presume to find fault with the regulations made 

by the Departnent , such as may be deemed proper : - But it 

is my duty to point out wherein a compliance with some of 

them i s imp r act i cable. 

To begin with the g~h and 10~h Articles page 2) Requir

ing t he Agent to nominate to the Department, Suitable persons 

for Teachers , Black- Smiths , Farmers, Mechanics &~ And direct-

ing that the persons nominated shall not enter upon their du

ti e s unti l approved by the Department. 
do 

I have nothing to ~with the appointment of Teachers . The 

School fund having been with- held by Government for the last 

two or thr ee years, the public Schools have necefsarily been 

discontinued. 

~ ' i t b respect to Mechanics, I would observe , that all now 

emoloyed i n the Cherokee Nation make their vontracts on the 

l~t day of January; and i t i s not known to the Agent whether 

they will renew their contracts , until the year is out, and they 

have received thei r pay. I must i nform the Department that em

ployment as a Me chanic in the Ch erokee Country is not a desire

able situation fo r a good workman. Very few of this descrip

tion can be prevai l ed upon t o accept appoi ntments , espec-



ially as some have been disappointed in their expectations 

as to their contracts. - It is believed that you, Sir 

by authority of the ¥ar Department. furnish the Choctaw 

Black-Smiths with all the coal that they require: Vhereas 

during the continuance of my Agency , not one bushel of coal 

has been furnished to either of the seven shops of the Chero

kees, Senecas, Shawnees or Quapaws; and the Agents have not 

the means to purchase any. Another objection to being em

ployed in some of the Indian Nations, is this: - That in 

pursuance of the g~h Sect. of the Act of Congrefs of 30~h 

June 1834, the Black-Smiths for the Cherokees, Senecas, Shaw

nees and Quapaws entered into written Contracts to furnish 

their own shops and tools fol' the year 1836, at the rate of 

Ten dollars per month in conformity with the provisions of 

said g~h Sect. of said Act . - This money has not been paid 

to them. 

The difficulty of complying with the g~h Article of the 

Regulations page 2, Requiring the Mechanics and others to be 

nominated to the Department, and approved before they enter 

upon their duties, is this: The Mechanics generally come to 

the Agent about Christmas, either to renew their contracts, 

or to decline. If a new Mechanic is to be employed, he will 

not enter upon his duties without a written Contract; and as 

that cannot be made until the Department approves the nomina

tion, it will be March or April before a contract can be 

made, and the Nation be without his work for two months in 

the most busy season for preparing farming tools and imple

ments for Cropping. 
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I should be gra t i f i ed in being informed of the necef s i ty 

for all this prel i minary arrangement . - It would appear that 

in the estimation of the Department , neither the Superintend

ant nor the Agent is fit to be trusted with the appointment 

of a Black-Smi th , aggon- maker, or Wheel-wright . If the Super

intendant of I ndian Affairs for the s9 estern Territory , nor 

any of the Agents under his direction can be trusted with the 

appointment of a Black- Smith or Wheel - wright, it must be evi 

dent t hat none of us are fit to be trusted with the perform-

ance of other i mportant and responsible duties which are re

quired at our hands . As I have written to the Department more 

than once on the subject of of the employment of Mechanics , 

and thei r pay , especially as to Black-Smiths and their Strikers, 

I should feel myself humbled were I to waste more words and 

paper upon s o t~ivial a subject . 

The ll~h Art i cle of the Regulations page 2, Requires the 
. 

Agent to r ec ommend to the Department, suitable positions for 

Shops, Schools and farms . 

I have befor e observed that there are no public Schools 

in the Cherokee Country . - For reasons best known to the De

partment, the School f und has not been sent on for the last 

two or three y ea r s. - For the present year 1837 , one thousand 

dollars, has been sent : - It will not pay half the sum due to 

Lewis Milton f or Boarding Scholars two years ago, at fifty 

cents per - week f or each Scholar; and for the want of funds 

the School was broken up and the Scholars dispersed . As to 

suitable positions fo r farms , I would observe that there is 



no provision in any Treaty, for farms in the Cherokee Coun

try. - ~ith regard to the recommendation for the Scites 

for Shops I have to inform the Department that in conse

quence of the frequent arrival of Emigrants, the Scites 

of the Shops are changed every year to suit the convenience 

of the new Settlements. 

The 12~h and 13~h Articles of the Regulations pages 2 

and 3, Requires Statements exhibiting the manner in which the 

farmers and others have been employed: - The quantity of Agri

cultural implements delivered: - The number of farms culti 

vated: - The kind of Cultivation: The amount of produce; and 

the number of Indians instructed in agricultural or mechan

ical arts. 

If these articles refer to public farms under the Super-

intendance of Government, I have already remarked that there 
are 
none such in the Cherokee Country: - Neither are there any ,.. 
implements furnished to the Cherokee Nation, except such as 

are made in the Shops on the application of Individuals as 

they are needed. - In the Cherokee Country, containing about 

fifteen millions of acres of land, but sparsely settled at 

present, the number of farms and acres cultivated cannot be 

ascertained except by actual survey; and if such survey was 

made, it would vary every month, as the late Emigrants bring 

on a great many Slaves; and they make temporary or permanent 

settlements as soon as they arrive. I should estimate the 

number of farms at present between ten and eleven hundred. 

There are no ~herokees who follow the Chace for a living. -



The Nation i s divided int o farmers, Tr aders, Stock-raisers , 

Laboure r s and Vagabonds . - The produce of the fa r ms is corn, 

oats, potatoes of both kinds, Beans, Pea s , Pumpkins and 

Melons. - The great p r ofit of the Cherokee f armer i s his 

corn; his Horses, his Cattl e and h i s Hogs . - Some of the 

Cherokees have taken and f u l fi l led Contra~ts for t he Garri

son of Fort Gibson , and f or Sub s i st i ng Emi gr ant I nd i ans .to 
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the amount of Forty to Si xt y thousand dol lars without purchas 

ing any article, except i n t he I ndi an ~ ountry . - The Cherokees 

hav e several valuable salt springs, but for the want of Cap1-

. tal and Ski ll, t hey a r e not prof itable . At the Gr and Sa line 

on t he Ri ver Neosho f orty mi les above Fort Gibson , t hey are 

making Eighty bushel s of excellent salt per day, f or five 

days i n t he week ; but the manufa ct ure i s ca r ri ed on a t Con

siderable expense f or labour, fue l , Rawl i ng &~ - In t h e 

hands of a Skilful Capitalis t , i t would be a sour ce of great 

wealth. 

1 i th r espect to the number of the Cherokees i n t his Na-

tion, there is no ce r tainty., The number vari e s continual l y 

in c onsequence of t h e f r equent arr i val of Emigrant s from the 

East of the Mifsifsippi ; and the departure of Vagabond s to 

Texa s . - I estimate the number now here at about eight 

thous and . 

The 14~h Article of the Regulations page 3 , Requires 

a list of persons connected wi th the I nd i an Department . The 

list of Traders , Bla ck-Smiths, whee l-wright, aggon- maker 

and Interpreter, included a ll tha t are offic i ally known t o 



me. - The r e are here at this time, and has been for some time 

past, a number of Contractors for supplying Indian rations, 

with the i r afsistants: But I have neither information nor 

Controul of their affairs nor of their numbers . 

The 17~h Article of the Regulations , page 3 , Requiring 

t he de l ivery of implements , Iron Steel &~ 

There are no implements to be delivered . The Iron and 

Steel has been delivered to the Black-Smiths, and receipts 

taken. - It is understood that the Mechanics have generally 

given satisfaction to the Nation . - I will not suppose that 
is 

it~ expected of the Agent, that he shall personally and con-

stantly superintend the delivery of work at six shops situated 

forty , f i fty and seventy miles apart, 

rrhe 18~h and 19~h Articles of the Regulations page 4, 

Requ i res the Agent to visit and Report on the subject of 

Schools, public buildings, Education, the conduct of Teach

ers &~ 

My remarks on the ll~h Article of the Regulat ions will 

show that no satisfactory Report can be made on the Articles 

18 and 19 . - The School- fund, as before mentioned , has been 

with-he l d or otherwise applied , for a bout three years . - It 

is understood here , that it has been paid to the ~uperintend 

ants of the Choctaw Academy in Kentucky. Of this I know no

thing. - The Mifsionaries have an Establi shment i n the Chero

kee country cal l ed Dwight 'Mifsi on under the di rect i on of Mf 

c. Washburn. I enclose you his report , whi ch I have reason to 

believe is perfectly correct. - M~ ~ ooster who was formerly 

confined in the Penetentiary of Geor gia has some sort of an 
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Establishment in the Cherokee Country, but I know not whether 

it is more than a printing Office. He has never consulted me 

on any subject. - It is known to the Department, that the Mif

sionaries claim the right of coming by wholesale, into the 

Cherokee Country, under Treaty Stipulations: - The Nation 

has complained and remonstrated against this general privilege 

being granted to them; but it appears to have been secured by 

the Treaty of 1835. - "1len a Treaty is mad e by a Sectarian 

Preacher, we are t o expect that Bigotry and fanaticism will 

be tolerated if not patronized. 

I hope, and would willingly believe, that it is not the 

intention of the Government to degrade the office of Indian 

Agent: And yet the manner of paying Indian annuities, and in 

other cases, that effect is produced. - I cannot explain this 

better than by stating facts which actually took place. The 

regulations direct that at the payment of annuities, where 

there is no Garrison, contracts shall be made for the subsist

ence of the Indians af'sembled to receive tneir annuities, af-

ter giving ten days notice. The money due for Indian annui

ties for the year 1836, did not come to the hands of the dis

bursing Agent until January 1837. - At that time I was sub

Agent for the Cherokees, senecas and the mixed Band of Sene

cas and Shawnees. On the 23~ February 1837, the Disbursing 

Agent and myself set out from Fort Gibson for the purpose of 

paying these annuities. - In consequence of the absence of 
Quapaws and 

the Agent for the ~Osages, I was authorised and directed by 

the ~uperintendant of Indian Affairs, to attend the payment 

of the annuities to the last mentioned Nations also. - My 



residence as Agent for the Cherokees has been at Fort Gibson . 

From Fort Gibson to the Senecas is 75 miles: To the mixed 

Band of Senecas and Shawnees 85 miles: To the Quapa s 90 

miles; and to the Osages 160 miles . - It will readily be per

ceived that it was impracticable to give due notice and to 

make contracts for furnishing Indian rations at these places; 

especially as not more than four days rations was allowed to 

be itsued at each place. The payments were all to be made 

in an Indian Country, where there is no provisions to sell. 

- A contract could not be made for ifsuing provisions atfour 

different places, i n an Indian Country: - The Places distant 

from each other Ten - fi ve, and seventy miles; and the rations 

limited so as not to exceed f our days rations at each place . 

For the want of contracts, the Indians at the Senecas were 

3 days, number 200 - Rations, nothing: at the Shawnee Band 

2 days, number of Indians about 100 . Rations, nothing: At 

the Quapaws 3 days, number of Indians about 400. Rations, 

nothing: At the Osage Agency 4 days, number of Indians about 

600. Rations, nothing. - In paying the annuities to these 

four nations, the disbursing officer did not pay one Cent for 

the subsistence of Indians. The Indians complained to me, 

but I had no means in my power to supply their wan s. - I 

would ask, is it not degrading to the Agent? Is it not dis

graceful to the Government, thus to trifle with the solemn 

obligations which the United States have pledged themse~ves 

to fulfil? Congrefs has liberally provided for the payment 

of the expences of Indians afsembled to receive their annul-



ties. - The Agent is exprefsly ordered to Afsemble the In

dians for the purpose of ascertaini ng from themselves, 

whether they will receive their annuities in money or 
the 

goods. He is moreover directed to place before them .advan-

tages they would have in receiving goods instead of money : 

- I would ask what credit an Agent can expect to have with 

Indians that he calls together with a promise of subsis tence 

for a few days, and sends them away starving? - The expense 

of subsisting the Osages at the payment of the Annuities in 

March 1837, could not have been lefs than $150 dollars. -

Mr Papin the Indian Trader fed them, for which he did not re-
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ceive one cent. - For the credit of our common Country , and much 

to the honor of the Disbursing Officer who paid the annuity 

fo r 1835, he paid al l the money in his hands, set apart for 

that purpose, without requiring a Contract. - This expedition 

of mine has been a disagreeable and disgusting businefs; and 

such a one as I hope never again to be called on to repeat. -

I will therefore close this Report with this remark; there 

never has and probably never will be a contract made for 

supplying Indian rations at the places appointed for paying 

annuities to the Senecas; the mi xed Band of Senecas & Shaw

nees; the Quapaws, and the Osages. - The distance from the 

settlements in Mifsouri: The uncertainty as to the number of 

rations to be ifsued: - The trifling profit to be obtained 

by two or three days ifsues at four different places, distant 

from each other Ten, fi ve and Seventy miles, precludes the 

expectation that any reasonable contract will ever be made 

in these oases. 



I have no hesi tat ion i n declaring that it is an error 

in the direction of Indi an affairs, to exalt the situation 

of a Disbursing Officer, at the expense of the vharacter 

and Standing of the Indian Agent, who ought t o have some 

influence in the nation under h i s Superintendance . 

I am, Sir , wi th great res pect, 

Your obed~ Servant 

M Stokes Agent 

f or Cherokees . 

Cap~ Vill1am Armstrong, 

Superintendant of Indian Affairs. 

(OIA: Cherokee File. Fort Gibson , 8/20, 1837, Stokes, Gov . 
Montfort to Wm. Armstrong. Report of t h e Agent of the 

Cherokee Nation.) 

.. 

, 

322 



estport , Jackson County , "issouri 

Sept . 20 . 1837 . 

Hon. C. A. Harris 

Commfsr. Ind . Affrs . 

Sir 

By your instruc t i ons of July sth 1836 I vas req ired to 

cause the surveys of the Cherokee lands to be completed and 

to supply every deficiency connected with the subject hich, 

at that time , prevented the i fsueing of a patent . 

The surveys have been complet ed , the Field otes of 

which are her e~ith r espectfully subm tted , to ethe r with 

duplicate plats of each tract o f Cherokee Land , also , a 

summary descrip tion of the boundaries and the quantity of 

acres embraced therein . 

The surveys be i ng made agreeably to the r e quisitions 

of the treaty necefsarily divides the Cherokee Lands nto 

two dis tinct tracts , the north east corner of the one ap

proaching the south west corner of the other ~' t n t he 

distanc e of thiTty Chains . This intervening tract is a 

slip of unappropriated land lyin North of the uap~ s , one 

mile, forty five Chains and fifty Liru{s wide , and extendin 

from Neosho river, the place here the t wo Cherokee tra cts 

approach each o ther, east t wenty five miles , th rty s x 

Chains, & f ifty Links , to the western boundary of the St ate 

of Missouri Containin 24 , 813 . 39 acres . 



The 2~ Article o f the Cherokee t at provi de s that i f the 

Salt p l ain , a t ·rhi ch Indi ans of vari ous tr bes procure , alt 
11 shoul d fall within the Cherokee l ands , the right should 

be res erved to the U. States to permit other tribes of r ed 

men to get salt on said plai n in common th the Cherokee s . " 

It appears that there are t •ro noted plac es at whi ch the 

Indi a ns from t i me i mmemor ial have collected salt . One s 

on t he Chero ke e lands . I t s a plain on ~h- ch Salt is fo med 

by Solar evaporati on situated on the Salt fork of rkan s 

river , about fifteen or b1enty l e s south of t he r north-

ern boundary , and about two hundred and t wenty miles ·1est of 

the state of Mi s souri . 

The o ther is sai d to be a Salt rock . It is on the 

Cre ek l ands , e i ht or t en miles south of t he So hern boun

dary of the Ch o ree l ands , and about two hundred m l es 

west of the State of Ar kansas . 

The surveyor was un ble to v s t e the of these p l ces , 

but Os age Ind ans ~ho were hunting in t he vicin ty at the 

time h e pafsed pointed out to him the lo cations of both . 

Notwithstand n the Cneroke e lands ar e d v ded into 

two seperate tr acts , the 2~ Article of the treaty r equir es 

both to b e included i n the srune patent . 

The 5~h Artic le of the treaty r equires that the l av1s 

which the Cherok ees may enact shal l b e cons i s tent 11 vith 

such acts o f Congref s a s have been , or may be pafsed r egul a t -

ing trade and intercourse vii t h the I n ans . 11 l s o , t e 

3~ Article stipulates t hat t he patent t o be fsued sh 11 
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be "accordi ng t o the provisions of the c t of May 28 , 

1830 .
11 

'11hi s Act provides that the lands patented "shall 

revert to the Uni ted States , if the In an become ext net , 

or abandon them. " 

Therefor e wlli le it is r equir ed tha t the patent sho ld 

s e cure the l ands to the Cherokees and their he rs and sue -

c efsors , i t provides that i t wi thhold fr om them the ri h t 

to con v ey the s~ne to others than Ind ans . 

To this matter I beg l eave to solicit p rti cul r atten -

tion . I t is the hinge u pon hich turns the 1eal or wo 

of a l l the tribes for wh_ ch the overnment is maki n provi -

sion in this Ind ian Terri tory , and vi tally affe ct ing the 

b enevo l emt des i gn of the govern ment in s e c in to the tribes 

t he p oasefsion o f t heir lands . 

I f the c onv e yanc e be made in terms wh c could hereafte , 

by po f si b i l ity , be construed to authoriz e the Ind -ns , e ither 

colle c t ively, o r ind vi dual l y , to convey the !hole , or any 

portion the r eof , to o thers than Indi ans , either fo e e r , 

or f or a limi t ed t i me , whi te res dents would be int roduc ed , 

and the I nd ians be crowded out . 

La s t winte r four Ch i efs of t he Delaware nat on , pro -

fefsing t o a ct by authority , and in behalf of the hole , 

wer e induc ed to pet i tion the overn ment for permifsion t o 

Lease to a c e rtain vhi t e man , (a ci ti z en o f the u. s . ) and 

his children , on e s e c tion of l a n d . I men ti on this f c t , 

knovm to yourself as evidence that - bet ween the ci t i zen s of 
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the u. States nd the Indians , n e otiat ons h ve already 

been commenc ed , by wh ch the former hope to obta n a foot 

ing within the Indian Territory . 

In ifsueing the patent it will be necefsary to do more 

than to guard a ae;ainst §._el~in_p.;_and Le~s_ .E_ • Thes e t'I O 

avenues to the in ~refs of ~hite populat ion be n effectual -

ly barred , a third will b e sought under the pretext of be -

in employed to perform some useful serv ce to the Indi ahs . 

If an I ndian be allowed to int roduce a wh_te man nto the 

Indian coun try as a partner in businefs , as a Clerk , as a 

laborer , as a physician, or in any capacity 'Jhatever the in-

dulgence will be abused by the avaricious Individuals , or 

compani es of Indians will be hired to f o rm either nom nal 

or real contracts for the i ntroduction of ~hite men under 

the name of employees of the former . 
___..__ -

None of the tribes are capable of arding their o·tm 

inte r es ts, and if they we re , in such transacti ons as these 

unde r consi deration , human nature should not be supposed 

to b e beyond the influence of the temptations of money . The 

ri ght of introducing into the Indian country any white per 

son, citizen of the U. States , or of any other country, can 

never be safely pofsefsed by any of the tribes until their 

condition becomes so i mprov ed that they c an mingle w th 

white men without i n convenienc e . 

In the present condi tion of the tribes th: s subj ect 

is guarded by laws of Congrefs, but i f the ri ht to the 

326 



soil be conveyed to t he ·I ndi ans by patent 'Ji tho t reserv nO' 
j 

in the same instrument the r right to conne c t white men 

with them in the occupancy of the land, the power of Con 

grefs subs equently to forbid i t by la v may ~ell be doubted . 

This subj ect acqu r e s i mpo rtance from the follo1ing 

facts, v1hich I hope wi l l apologize f or the ear nestnefs 11th 

which I r es pectfully prefs i ts cons i derat on , namely , the 

case of the Cherokees no v under consideration i . the fi r s t 

that has occurred of ifsueing a pat ent to an Indian tribe . 

The whole , or portions o f t wenty t h-ee tribes ar e a lready 

within thi s Indi an Terri tory . In all probability the num-

ber of tribes wil l soon exceed thirty . The patent now to be 

ifsued will be quoted as a precedent f or the fut re , and no 

tribe will be content wi th l efs authori t than s r ant ed 

to the Cherokees . But , irrespe ctive of o ther tribes , the 

introducti on of vhite men i nt o the Cherokee cou'ltry a l one , 

would frustrate the designs of the gover ent t o r ender the 

Indians s e cure in their pofsefsions , f or the Cherokee l ands , 

embracin in the whole more than fourteen millions of a cres , 

ext end from the east t o the west of the cou~try des n ed f or 

Indian settl ement , and divide i t in t vo . 

We canno t consistent l y p l ead in this c ase t hat i f the 

Indians choose to introduce white men into their country to 

their own destruction , the faul t wi ll be theirs and not 

ours. The same mi ht have been pleadeq he r e tofore in rela-

tion to l aws for the preservation and welfare o f the Ind n 
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tribes . Justice to¥ards a v ery lar e majority of them ,ho 

are incompe t ent either to unde r s tand or t o t ake c ar e of 

t h eir own int er ests , and humanity t o vards the vhole r equ ire 

that our government continue i t s guar di ansh i p . 

By the pr ohibition above a l luded t o no i nconven ence 

could a ri s e to any Indian who s e circumstances r equ ired the 

afsistance of white men . The matte r bei ng unde r the con

trol of the gov ernment of the U. St ates , i ts l a1s r e lat 

ins intercours e wi th the I ndi an tribes could a l ways be such 

as to provide f or the emergency . Laws prov din for the t em

porary r e sidence of vh t e men in the Indi an co try , ei ther 

for the benefit of the Indi ans or the government of t he U. 

States can be amended or repe a l ed whenev er the r prov s ons 

are f oun d t o be exceptionab le . But the patent under con

sideration will be u nalterable . Of this I pre sume the ov

ernment will be fully aware , and will guar d a ainst ev i l s 

which afterwar ds i t would be unabl e t o r emedy , and 'lhich 

would produc e a failure of t h e experiment so auspicio sly 

entered upon by the overnment f or the i mpr ovement of the 

condition of t his hitherto unfortuna t e r ac e of men . 

Sir , I have the honor t o be , ~ t h r eat r espect 

Your Obt . Servt . Isaac M~Coy 

( OIA: Surveys File . M- 233 - 265 - 267 . Westport . 18 7 . M- 233 . ) 
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Cherokee Agency, Fort Gibson, Octo. 4~h 1837. 

~illiam Armstrong Esq 

Superintendant of Indian Affairs S . n. Ter . 

Sir 

I herewith enc lose my return of persons connected with 

the Cherokee Agency: - And the Est imate of funds required 

at said Agency for the year 1838. - The other returns men

tioned in your last letter shall be sent at an early day. 

I have t he honor to be, with great respect, your obed~ 

Servant 

Stokes Agent 

for Cherokees 

(OIA: Cherokee File. Fo t Gibson, 8/20, 1837. Stokes, 
Gov. Montfort to Wm . Armstrong. Report of the agent of 
the Cherokee Nation. Inclosures indicated above not in 
this file.) 
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Fort Gi bson 3~~ Jan~ . 1838 

Sir 

I enclo se statement of letters received during December 

I also en clos e a r ol l of Cherokees ho were brought out by M~ . 

Cannon Conduct i ng Agent , shewing the alterations on the way , 

from 365 to 350 . 

Mr . cannon poi nted out to me George Rofs & Richd Timber

lake, who wer e brought with the party from the Mifsifsi ppi rive r , 

·where he says they j oined it . As Geo~ Rofs belongs to Andre 

Rofs's f amil y, I presume all the allowances for trans ortati on 

& subsistence due the former were pai d his father , ho received 

thei r al l owance east of the ifs. 

33u 

Many of this party are sick . They refused to come here , 

and havi ng stopped on the border 50 mile s east of this , an expr ef s 

was despatched for me . Fore s eei ng this • and knowing that i t would 

be us e lefs and injurious to br i ng them here; I had repaired to the 

spot, and remustered the party soon after the exprefs was des 

patched . I have commuted the subsistence for most of them for 

three or six months , gi ving a preference t o t he mos t needy . I 

am now discharging the due s to the othe r s . 

Some of t his party al so, such as ~ . Petit , seven in fam

ily; & widow Dougherty , with family; have been before removed 

and subsis t ed a year by the U. States . The firs t i n 1829 the 

last in 1834 . 

Joshua Roach , ( white man)with a family of 4 , George 

Harlan 4 in f amily, Catharine Wolford 1 , J ames McCracken 2 , who 

bring certif i ca t es of the Suptdt . that they have received 20 

p. head for commuted t ransport a t ion, have also emigrated before , 



and rece i ved all the allowances from the u. States . The two 

first familie s emigrated first in 1835, the others previous 

to that. ccracken is a white man who formed a liason with 

a sister of Catharine Vofford shortly before their second emi

gration. Roach importunes me for the allowances for the years 

subsistence , & Gratuity of 50 to every five emigrants from 

Georgia. The first I shall not pay without your direction 

I submit to you whether the last should not also be withheld . 

I have at last , this day received some of the muster 

rolls. Through an unfortunate channel however; - and I here 

respectful ly suggest that the cornmifsioners &C east should send 

their r equi s i tions &C upon me, by the mail; - never by an in

dian. I this day received a letter by an indian, from the com

mifs ioners enclosing a list of balances which they require me 

to pay, also the rol l above referred to of em grants who have 

commuted their transportation up to 16 Oct. This letter gives 
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me information of several errors made in their former requisition 

on me, and provided the payments have not been made , they desire 

me to deduct from the amount I was first directed to pay 653 

from Benj~ . F . Thompson's claim, 473 from Young Puppy, 308 . 07! 

from Sam!. McCammon, $852 . 99 from Archy Rowe, $3 5 . 88i from E- ta 

con-na, 13 . 37 from Dirt-thro er or Black-fox & 563 from Big 

Coon. As might have been anticipated , Benj~ . F. Thompson, by 

whom these papers were sent, leaves them about 50 or 100 miles 

trom this post ; comes here and demands the 8221 . 25, the amount 

of the r equisi tion i n h i s favour ; which was of course paid to 

him; and t o day, - some t wo weeks af ter , he sends in the above 

named papers t o me , which dir ect a ~toppage from himself & the 



others. Besides this, these papers have been thus detained until 

all the above mentioned claims had been paid , whereas had they 

been sent by the mail they would probably have reached me near 

a month earlier, and all the stopages could have been made, and 

the claims of emigrant s for improvements subsistence &C could 

have been paid. Ahould the practice of sending these requis i• 

tions &C by indi ans be continued, greater imposit ions may be 

practiced, for as they are necefsarily al l strangers to me , 

false papers may be present ed . 

Notwithstanding you had on the 22 Nov . received "two 

rolls, and a register of all Cherokees tho have been permitted 

to remove themselves up to 16 Oct . 1837, 11 from the Suptdt .; and 

notwithstanding "you take it for granted that he has furnished 

me with duplicates according to regulations . " you are now in

formed that I have not until to day received the last mentioned 

register, and now only through the courtesy of the comm1fs1oners , 

and the caprice of an indian . The se cond roll named, I received 

with the pa r ty just arrived. These rolls however do not compre

hend all the emigrants. 

I have in no case delayed liquidating the claims of emi

grants when any authority whatever was supplied me by the super

intendent. Whenever I had simply a ce rtificate without a roll , 

or roll without a certificate , or any official evidence whatever; 

unlefs the statements were contradictory or incorrect , when I 

have referred them to you. 

very r espectfully Your obt servt. 

c. A. Harris Esqt J. Van Horne Lieut U.S .A. 

Com. Ind. Af. Disb~ Agent Cherokees 

(OIA: (Cherokee (Emigr.) File V75-87. Ft. Gibson. V-75. ) 
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Waterloo Jan¥ 19~h 1838. 

Gen! Nathaniel Smith. 

Dear Sir, 

I have to report myself at this place in com

mand of the Steam Boat Smelter , with her Barges prepared to 

fulfil Col~ 'illiamson Smith .s contract for the removal of 

Cherokee Indians. 

Ve~J Respectfully yours 

Daniel Deshields, 

(OIA: Cherokee ( Emigr .) Fi~e S 810- 922. Columbia , Tenn . 
1838. S-810.) 
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M!' C A. Harris. 

Dear Sir. 

Columbia Tennefsee 

rd 23 . Feb . r 1838 . 

I enclose you my supplemental contract with t he 

names of my securities ac cordi ng to promise though not quite 

so soon as was expected . The reason for not attending to it 

at an earlyer date , is tha t I have been confined almos t ever 

since my return home by a severe spell of sicknefs -

I have just had an interview with James alker who in-

forms he has wro te on the subject of authoring me to draw on 

the department for $ 6 . 000 . which is the amount of my first 

payment fo~ the Steam Boat which I purchased for transport 

ing the Cherokees I hope you. will comply wi th the request 

of Engt i n this matter , This I have but little doubt you will 

do, if my recollection serves right you told when I was in 

Washington City. when I wa s prepared to commence service my 
give · 

Boats all ready &c- you woul d then me such authority as is 
be en 

asked for, I am now prepared have ~ s ince the l9~h of Jan-

uary. I h~rewith enclose you a copy of the not i ce given to 

Gen! Nath! gmith superindeant of Cherokee Emmigration by Cap~ 

Daniel Deshieles who commands the Steamer Smelter which I 

purchased for Trasportation of bhe Cherokees . The Keel Boats 
set of 

are also ready. I have bought a much betterABoats than any 

contract required, they are fitted up in the best stile. The 
Boat . 

Steam~has only run about 8 months and will carry 225 Tons . 

they have cost me a great deal of money, and in consequence 

of the emmegration, not commencing as was expected have made 

no mQney of any consequence. is the reason I am now asking 
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the favour of you of drawing on you. 

The Boat has made one trip to Louisville since she was 

reported which will save some expence to the Goverment, but 

was not profitable to me, I hope there will be a detachment 

of Indians on very soon, as I am inclined to think r,~ John 

Rofs has fired his last shot i n the matter , 

should you give authority to me to draw as requested 

please forward it to Tho~ J. Reed & Son at Louisville as 

Engf ~alker has suggested. 

Yours very Respectfully &C . 

' illiamson Smith 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr.) Files 810-922 . Columbia , Tenn. 
1838. S-810.) 
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C e ee enc . t ' 

r ch , 18"'''8. 

n. C. • . rris , 

Coar . In • f f a irs 

uir , 

i nce :my l etter to ou of t ' e 

inst • • enclosinl-· the Copy of hi te ath ' s l etter , I h ve been informed 

by t he =nroll g an Collect i ng ents , have been t r avelli ~ throUPh _. ~ 

all parts o the Cherokee Country , that i t is 1 de kn.o to t he Cher -

okees generally that • ROI S and d d ter had i t t cn t o their 

Over s eer s t o pl ant t he i r Crops as usual . ~hese letter s .i th t hose ere -

to f ore i tten have ana ill pr event t e herokees f rom e · er ating , 

and have caused them to come to a set tled determi tion not tole _ e 

the Country unt il the t e allo ed them by t he treaty expi res , believ-

1ng t hat t he delegat ion ·11 yet effect so ethi • l arge ma.jor i ty 

or them a r e ki g early prepara t i ons for planting t heir Crops , not -

ithstandi ng t hey have been not i f i ed by t he ~ents that t hey ill have 

to leave immediately aft er the 23d of ~y. 

To morr o I sh 11 st rt h t fe till go to t heir ne ho s . 

I fear however t hat not over t ee hundred , out of ifteen hundr e 

enrolled , c be got off . 

I am a bout suspendi ng ope t i ona , di s chargi my ents (ex-

cepting such as r e necessary t o keep i n cha e of the public proper~J} 

until fUrther instruct i ons , fo r I find i t ent i r ely unnecef sary t o e 

fUrther effor t s at present . It i s exceedi ly mortify t o me t o be 
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1tuated , but I do a~sure you that I have used everJ ana t o get 

ott , of hich I rum master . The only mean~ left to convince tam 

that the .c4Sents have tol d them the truth and that they nru.st remove , 

is , t he applicati on of t he itary Force . b en that comes in order , 

I will start a Thousand at least eve~J f ifteen days . 

Very Respectfully 

Yr o Obt Bert. 

at ..:> th 

t 1 Sup • Ch. emov • 

P. s . By t he l ast nni l I received the first letter from eut . V Horne , 

dated ~anY . 16 , 1838 . 

Nat th 

t Sup • 

(OIA: Cherokee ( ) Fi l e S 918 81 
Cherokee >.genoy S 881 ) 

No date given i n f irst l i ne of l etter o 



Hon. C. A. Harri s , 

r Com. Ind. Af fairs , 

Sir, 

Cherokee Nat i on East 

Apr i l 20 , 1838 . 

As the time wi l very soon ar ive when the Cherokees must 

1 3 \.J 

remove, I deem i t my duty to inform you that the re are very 

many of them extremely poor and bare of clothing particularly 

in the mounta i nous part of the nation . The influence exerc i sed 

to pr event t hem coming into the measures of the Government , has 

also prevent ed them from coming forward and receiving their 

part of t he Clothing &c out of the fund set apart for that 

purpose by the l ate Treaty . I am informed that there is not 

more than $10 . 000 in cash of that fund now on hand , that the 

balance has been expended in Subsistence, Blankets, Shoes c . 

and that t he re are but few over 2000 blankets , and not exceed-

ing 3000 pair of show "' not on hand . 

As t here are thousands of the poor that have not a second 

suit of Clothes to wear, I would respectfully sug est to you 

the propri ety of having the 10 , 000 now on hand laid out in 

Clothing exclusively for the destitute of the Nation, and to 

be furnished t o them when on the eve of emi grating . 

Very Respectful l y 

Yr . Mo . Obt . ser~ 

Nat Smi t h 

Sup~ 

we concur in the suggestions contained in the withi n Letter 

Most respectfully Yr Ob~ Servts 

John Kennedy 

James Liddell Commifsioners 

(OIA: Cherokee(Emi«r.)File S 926-932. Cherok~aARen Y. lB38. ------~ 



Hon. c. A. Harris 

Com: In~ Af fairs 

Sir 

Cherokee Agency 

30~h April 1838 

Si nce the recept of your letter of the ll~h Ins~ a 

very Grea t (& I think permenent) Change has taken place i n 

ravour of Emigration . any of he (heretofore) most Stub-

born Cherokees , have Come in, and are now mak ng preparat i ons 

to leave Speedily for their ne homes - The Idea of being 

Caught up by the military is very appaling to them -

Very Respectfully 

Nat Smith 

Sup~ Ch. Rem~ 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr . ) FileS 947- 951 . Cherokee Agency . 
1838. S-951. ) 
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Fort Gibson, 3 r 9 ay 1838 

Sir 

I have the honour to enclose a muster roll of a party 

or 248 Cherokee emigr ants who arr ived in their new country 

est on the 1~~ ins t . Also statement of letters received dur-

ing April. 

My anxiety to meet and remuster the party before it 

should be di spersed, was so great, that I rode down to van Buren, 

{60 miles ) no l ef s than three times before I met them, as Genl . 

Smith had not ified me they would start on the 10~ . afterwar s on 

the ~lurred/ Feb¥ I commuted their subsistence for 3 & six 

months at the Sali saw, here the party were dischar ged on the 2~4 

inst. 

Many of the emigrants would prefer treasury notes to 

silver in payment for i mprovements east . As I have no safer 

means of keeping s ilver, & run considerable risque; I suggest 

whether in making the next remittance to me , it would not be 

well to send a pa r t at l east i n Treasury notes . I should have on 

hand a portion of cash as s ome ill pref er silver . It would be 

well I think that t hey be simi lar to those already ifsued here, 

payable twelve mont hs after date , wi th two per cent interest. 

It seems to me that i ns t ead of r emovi ng troops from here 

as proposed, it is the policy of overnment to increase the regu

lar force in this neighbourhood . 

C. A. Harris Esq~ 

comr Ind. At. 

Ver y re s pec t fully 

Your obt Servt . 

J. Van Horne Lieut U. S . . 

Disb~ Agent I . D. 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr.) File V97-102-106. F t . Gibson. V-102 . ) 
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LPrinted/ 

MAJOR G,NERAL SCOTT , of the Unit ed States Ar my , sends 

to the Cherokee peop l e , r ema nin~ in North C ro lina , 

Georgi a , Tenness ee , and Al abama , this 

A D D R E S S . 

Cherokees ! The Presi dent of the Uni ted States has 

s ent me , lith a po 'ferful army , to cause you , in obedi ence 

to the Tr eaty of 1835 , to join that part of your peop le 

who are already es t abli shed in prosperity , on the othe r 

si de of the 1 ississippi . Unhappily , the t vo years Thi ch 

- wer e allo red for the p r pose , you have suffer ed to pass 

away without f ollowi ng , and wi thout maki n any pr epara -

tion to follow, and now , or by the t i me that this solemn 

addr ess shall reach your di stant settlements , the emi gra-

tion must be commenc ed in h as te , bu t , I hope , vi thout dis -

order . I have no power , by gr anting a f arther de la , t o 

correct the error that you have committed . The full mo on 

of May is already on the wane , and before anothe r shall 

have passed away , every Cherokee man , ·wman an d child , in 

those States , m~st b e in motion to join their bret hr en in 

the far We st . 

!l Friends l This is no sudden det erminat ion on the 

part of the Pr esident , hom you and I mus t now obey . By 

the Treaty , the emi r ation was to have been comp l e t ed on, 

or or before , the 23rd of this month , and t h e Pr es dent 

has constantly kept you warned , during the t 1o years a l lowed , 



through all h i s o fficers an d agents i n t hi s countr , that 

the Treaty would b e en f orc ed . 

I hav o come to c arry out that d e t e r mi nati on . My 

troop s a lready occupy many p o s i t ions i n the c ou nt ry that 

you a r e to abandon , an d thous and s , and t h ousands a r e ap 

p roach i n , f rom e v e r y qu a r ter , t o r ender r e si st c e and 

e scape a like h ope l ess . 11 tho se t ro ops , r e lar an d 

militi a , a r e y our f ri en d s . Re c e ive them and c onfi de _n 

them a s such . Ob ey them vhen t h ey tell you that y ou c an 

remain no l on ger i n thi s count r y . Sold i ers a r e as k ind 

h e art e d as bra v e , and the de s ire of ev er y one of u s i s to 

execute ou r pai n f u l du ty i n me rcy . 1e a r e commanded b y 

the Pr e siden t to a c t to fa r d s y ou i n that spirit , and s uch 

i s a lso the wish o f the whole peop le o f Amer · c a . 

Chiefs , head- men and war r i o r s ! Vil l you , then , b y 

r e sistanc e , compe l us t o r esort to a r ms? God f orb i d ! 

Or will you , b y f li h t , s eek t o h i d e wou r selv e s i n moun 

tains and f orests , an d thus obli ge u s t o hunt you dovm ? 

Rememb e r t hat , in pursui t , it may be i mpo s sible t o a vo i d 

conf li c t s . The bloo d o f the vhite man , o r the bloo d o f 

t he r ed man , may be s p ilt , and i f s p ilt , ho vev e a ccident -

ally , it may be i mpo s sible f or the d i s ur eet an d h ane 

amen you , or among us t o p r ev en t a en e r a l v1ar d car -

nage . 'I'h ink of this , my Chore ee bre t en ! I an old 

warr ior , an d h av e b een pres ent a t many a s c en e o f s au h 

t e r; bu t s p a re me , I be s ee ch you, the h orr or of ·li t n e s s 

ing t he des truc t ion of the Che roke es . 
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Do not, I i nvi te you , ev en 1ait for the close ap 

proach of the troop s; but m ke such preparations f or emi

gration a s you c an , and hasten to th s place , to Ross ' 

Landing , o r t o Gunter ' s Landing , ·rher e you all vill be 

received i n kindness by offi cers se l e ct ed fo r the pur 

pose. You :ri l l find food for all , an d clothin for the 

destitute, at e i ther of those places , and thence at o r 

eas e , and in comfort , b e transport ed to your n ew homes 

according t o the t erms of the Tre t • 

Thi s i s the addr ess of a varr or t o 1arriors . ,ay 

his entreati e s be kindly re ceived , and may the God of both 

prosper the Ameri cans and Chero ees , and preserve them 

long i n peace and fri endship 7i th each other ! 

Cherokee A ency , 

May 10, 1838 . 

I FI ELD SCOTT . 

(OIA: Cherokee ( Emi r. ) File . A en cy . 5/ 18 , 1838 . ) 
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Cherokee gency East 

ay 1.'5, 1838! 

Hon. C. A. Harris , 

Comr I nd . Af f airs, 

Sir 

I have the honor to inform you that I recently appoint ed 

James C. Ma r tin , Vi lliam Thompson and Theod . P. Johnson Col 

lecting Agents in the Cherokee migrat on, and sent them to 

the Georgi a part of the Cherokee Nation for the purpose _of 

Collecting a few hundred Che okees who I lately understand 

we r e in . a destitute condition and willing to remove . 

The Cherokees are now becoming serious in reality, and 

there is a general s ti r i n the nation. any who never made 

their appea rance at this place before, are now swarming in 

daily to sett l e their businefs and prepare for removal . Af

ter t he 23d there will, I apprehend, be no dif.ficulty in bring-

ing them in as f ast as I can send them off. I have about 400 

Collec t ed now , and if I can get 200 more I will start a Detach-. 
ment on the 21 s t or 22nd Inst 

Very Re spectfully 

Yr . Mo. Obt. Sert 

Nat Smith 

Sup~ Ch . Removal 

(OIA: Cherokee ( Emigr . ) Fi le S 981- 993- 996 . Cherokee Agency . 
1838.3-981.) 

344 



0 R D E R S. .0 . 25 . 

Head Quarters , Eastern Division, 

Cherokee A ency , Ten • . a 17 , 1838 . 

MAJOR GB r-~R L SCOTT , of the United Stat es 1 Army , an 

nounces to the troops assembled and assemb lin in this 

coun try, that , 'lith them, he has been char ed by the Pr e s 

ident to cause the Cherokee Indi ans ye t r emainin in rorth 

Carolina , Georgia , Tenness ee and Alabama , to remove to the 

West , a cco r dine to the t erms of the Tr eat y of 1835 . His 

Staff will be as fo llo~ s : 

LI EUT N NT COLO EL '1 . J . fORTH , acting Ad jutant Gen

eral, Chi ef of the Staff . 

MAJOR ~ . • PAYN ~ , acting Inspector General . 

LIEUTENAiTTS R. ANDERSO , ~ E. D. ,S , r e lar i ds -

de-camp. 

COLONEL A. H. KEN r & LI EUT '' ANT H. B. SH ,. , volun

teer Aids - de - c amp . 

Any order iven orally , or in writin , either of 

thos e officers , in the name of the Ma jor Gen eral , -rill be 

r espect ed and ob eyed s if iven by h i mself . 

The Chiefs of Ordnance , of the ~uart e -?~aster ' s De 

partment and of the Commissariat , as a lso the edical Di 

rector of this Army , will, us soon as they can be ascertained , 

be announc ed in orders. 
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'1
1
0 carry out the general obj ect 1ith the r eatest 

prompti tude and certainty , and v1 i th the l east possible 

distress to the Indi ans , the country they ar e to eva cuate 

is divided into t hre e principal ilitary Di s tricts , under 

as many offi cers of high rank , t o cofimand the troops s erv

i n g therein , sub j oct to the i n s tructions of the Tv a j or Gen

eral. 

Eastern Distri ct , to be commanded by BRI GADI ER GElSR L 

EUSTIS , of the Unit ed Stat es ' Army , or the h i ghest offi cer 

in r ank , s ervin therein~-- North Carolina , the part of 

Tennessee lying north of Gilmer County, Georgi a , and the 

counti es of Gilmer , Union , and Lumpkin , i n Georgi a . Head 

Quart ers , in the fi rst i nst ance , say , a t Fort Butler . 

Wes t ern District , t o b e commanded by COLO •L LI NDSAY , 

of the United States ' Army , or the h i ghest offi cer in ran 

serving t here in : -- Alabama , the r esidue of Tenness ee and 

Dade county , in Georgia .. Head qu art ers , in the f irst in

stance, say , at Ross ' Landing . 

Middl e District , to b e commanded by BRI GADI ER GEN RAL 

ARMI STEAD of the United St at es ' Army , or the highes t of-

fi c er in rank , servin ~ therein : All that part of the 

.Cherokee country , lyin within the State of Ge orgi a , and 

whi ch is no t compris ed in the t wo other districts . Head 

Qu art ers, in the first i nst ance , say , a t Ne Echota . 

It is not int ended that the f ore oing boundari es be 

tween the principal commanders shall b e strictly obs erved . 
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Ei ther , \7hen carri ed n ear t he d i s trict o f another , ·1ill 

not hesitate to ext end his oper at ions , accordin to the 

ne cessities o f the c a s e , but with all prac ti cab l e harmony , 

into the adjoinin d i s trict . And , amon h is rincipal 

objects , in c a s e of a ctua l o r apprehended hostiliti e s , 

will be that o f afford i ng adequate p rotect on to our vh i te 

people in an a round the Cheroke e country . 

The senior off icer a c tuall present in each d i s trict 

will r e c e ive ins truc t ions from the 1 a jor General as to the 

time of co~nencing the r emov a l , and every thing that may 

o ccur int e r estin g t o the service , i n the district , 1ill 

be prompt l y rep ort ed to the same source . The Ma jor General 

will endeavou r to visit in a short t me a ll pa t s of t e 

Cherokee country occup i ed by the troop s . 

The duti e s devolved on the army , throu h the orders 

of the Ma jor General & thos e o f the commanders of dis

tricts , under h i m, a r e of a hi hly i mport ant a n d c r itica l 

nature . 

The Cheroke e s , by the a dv ances which the have made 

in christianity and civilizat ion, a re by far the mos t in

ter esting tribe of Ind i ans in the t e r r i t orial i mits of 

the United States . Of the 1 5 , 000 of t hos e people ¥ho a r e 

now to be removed -- (and the t i me ithin vhich a volun

tary emigration was stipulated , will expire on the 23rd 

instant --J it is unde rstoo d that about f our f ifths a r e op 

posed, o r have b e come averse to a dist nt emi r t on ; and 

altho ' none are in a ctual hostiliti e s wi th the Unit ed 
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States, or t hreat en a resistanc e by arms , yet the troops 

will probably be ob l iged to cover the whole country they 

inhabit, i n orde r to make prisoners and t o march or to 

transpor t the pr i soners , by families , either to this place , 

to Ros s ' Landi ng or Gunt e r ' s Landi ng , where they ar e to be 

finally de liver ed over to the Superint endant of Cherokee 

Emigr a tion . 

Considering the numb er and temper of the mass to be 

removed, to get her wi th t he extent and f stnesses of the 

country oc cupi ed , _t will r eadily occur , that simple in

discre t ions -- a cts of harshness and cruelt y , on the part 

of our troops , may l ead , step by step , to delays , to i m

p ati ence and exasperations , and in the end , to a eneral 

war and ca r nage -- a r esult , i n the case of those part ic

ular I ndi ans , utt erly abho rrent to the penerous sympathi es 

of the whol e American peopl e . Every poss ible kindness , 

compatible wi th the necessity of removal , must , therefo r e , 

b e shown by the troop s , and , i f , in the r anks , a despicab l e 

indivi dual should be found , capable of infli ctin a wan 

ton injury or i nsult on any Cherokee man , v1oman or child , 

it is h ereby made the speci a l du t y of the nearest ood of

fic e r or man, i nstant l y t o i nt er pos e , d to seize and con

.sign the guilty wr etch to the s ever es t pena l ty of the laws . 

The Ma jor Gen er a l i s fully p ersuaded tha this i njunction 

will not b e neg l e cted by the brave men un der h s command , 

who cannot b e other vrise than j eal ous of thei r own honor 

and that of t heir country. 
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By early and persevering a ct s of kindness and human

ity, it is i mpossible to doubt that the Indians may soon 

be induced to confide in the Army , and inst ead of fleein 

to mountains and forests , f loc to us for food and cloth

ing . If , howe v e r , throu h fal se apprehens ions , individ

uals, o r a party , here nnd there , should seek to hide 

thems e lve s , they must be pursued and invited to surrender , 

but not fired upon unles s they should ma_e a s t and tore 

sist. Ev en i n such c ases , mild remedies may sometimes 

bett er succeed than violence ; and i t cannot be doubt ed 

that i f we get possession of the u omen and children, f irst , 

o r first c a p ture the men , that , in e i the r ca se , the out 

stand i ng members of the srune families ill r eadil cone in 

on the assurance of for i veness d kind tre tment . 

n v e r y c aptured man , s V~ell as al l ~ho sur ender 

themse lve s , must be d isarmed , ~ith the assurance that 

the ir weapons will be c a r efully p eserv ed and restored 

at, or beyond the Mis s issipp i . ~n either c ase , the men 

will be gu a r ded an d e scort ed , exc ep t it ma e , here their 

women and children a e safely secu ed as hosta es ; but , n 

general, f amili e s , in our possession , Till not be sep rated , 

unless it be to send men , s runners , to i nvite other to 

come in. 

~t may h ppen that I ndians 'I 11 b e f ound too ic-, n 

tne opinion of the nearest Surgeon , to be removed to on e 

of the depot s indi cated ov e . ~n every ch case , one or 

more o..,. h0 family, o the fri ends of he ic .. { peroon, 
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wi ll be l eft in o..tt ~m.d nee , vii t h ample subsistence ~nn 

remedi es , and the remainder o:C' -~ "'.o f '- ·-rdly remov ed by the 

troops. I nfants , supe rannuat ed per sons , lun ti c s and wo

men in a helpless condition, will all , in the r emoval , 

require pe culiar attent ion , whi ch the br ave and humane vdll 

seek to adapt ·to the ne cessities of the s everal c as es . 

Al l s trong men , lTOmen , boys & i rls , will be made to 

march under pro per escorts . For the feeb le , Ind ian horses 

and poni es VJill furnish a ready r e source , as vrell as fo r 

beddi ng and light cooking utensils -- all of 7hi ch , as 

intimated in the Tr eat y , will be nece ssar to t he emigr ants 

both in goi ng to , and afte r arrival at , the ir n ev homes . 

Such , and all other light ar t i cles of proper t , the In

dians will be allowed to colle ct and to t ake 11 ith them, 

as a lso their slaves , rho rill be treated in like manner 

with the Indians themse l ves . 

I f the hors e s and ponies be no t adequate to the ab ove 

purpos e s, wagons must be supplied . 

Corn, oats, fodder and oth er f ora e , also beef ca t 

tle, belon in yo the Indians to be r emoved, ill be taken 

possession of by the proper departments of the Staff , a s 

want ed, f or the re ular consumpt ion of the Ar my , and cer 

tificates gi ven to t he owners , spe cifying in ever y case , 

the amount of f orage and the we i t of beef , so taken , 

in order that the owners · may be pai d for the same on their 

arrival at one of the depots men t ioned above . 
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All other moveab l e or personal property , left or aban

doned by t h e Indians , nll be collect ed by a ents ap ointed 

for t he pur pose , by the Superint endant of Cherokee ~mi r a 

tion, under a s ystem of accountability , for the benefit of 

the Indian O\'Ine r s , whi ch he will devise . The Ar rill 

give to tho se agent s , in thei r operations , a ll r easonable 

count enance, aid and suppor t . 

White men and wi do vs , citizens of the United States , 

who are , or have been intermar i ed ·vii th Indi ans , and thence 

connnonly t e r med , Indian count r ymen ; also such Indians as 

have b een made denizens of parti cular States by s pe cial 

legislation , together with the families and propert of 

all such persons , will not be molested or removed b the 

troops until a de cision, on the princ iples involved, can 

be obtained from the ' ar Department . 

A like indu lgence , but only f or a limit ed time , and 

unti l furthe r orders , is extended to the families and 

property of certain Chiefs and head-men of the tvo great 

Indian parti es, (on the subject of emigration) now under 

stood to b e absent i n the direction of Vashin ton on the 

business of their r espective parties . 

This order wi ll be car efully r ead at the head of 

every company in the Army . 

By Command : Winfield Scott . 

W J Worth Lt Colo 

Chief of the St aff 

{OIA: Cherokee ( Bmigr .) File . Agency . 5/18 , 1838 . ) 
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Head t/,rs . ,aste1~n Division 

Cherokee A ency , 4ay 18 , 1838 . 

Sir: 

I arrived her e on the 8~h i nstant , but have not b e 

fore r eported , b e cause nothing of parti cular i nter e st has 

since occurred . y t i me has be en fu l ly occupi ed in study-

int the top ography of the count ry , coll ecting general in

formation & making preli minary a r ran ements , with a vi ew 

to an early & vi gorous system of ope ations . enclo se 

herewith cop i e s of an Addrefs to the Indi ans , & of my or 

der N? 25 . The former p aper has already produced sane ef 

fect - about 60 ~ndians having come in & enrolled them-

selves , for emi gr ation, in t he l as t thre e or four days . 

Colonel Li ndsay had coll ected a conside r able amount 

of subsistenc e in depot s , & established , very j diciously , 
the . 

in diff er ent parts of~ Cherokee count r y , t 1enty three dif-

fe:r;- ent military posts , seventeen of vrhi ch r e enclosed , 

& I was astonished to f i nd that he had twi c e the litia 
. . 

f orce under him, ~ generally , f or a much lon er period of 

service , than was lmown or communi ca t ed to me at ashin -

ton. Besides one company of the u.s . 4th Infantry , h e had 

thirty-one comp ani es of mili ti , of "Thich t 'lenty- one ·1ere 

mount ed. Thi s is an ex cefs of mounted men men far b eyond 

what I deem nec efsary (X, I sliall i mmediately be Jin to cut 

it down; but in this oper at ion 1 shall be tramelled by an 

understanding , runountin almost to a compact , whi ch had 

been entere d into wi th the Governo~ of Gear ia, in r espect 
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to elev en Such companie s . 

The quot as of mi litia (all on foot . J c all ed for by 

me from Nor t h Carolina , Geor ia & Tennefse e are afsembli ng 

at t he sev eral depot s appoint ed f or them, but up to the 

14th, no t a company of t he Alabama r egi ment h ad ar r v ed 

or b een heard of at it s depot ( Bellefont . ) 

I n my s e cond l e t ter to the Governo~ of the four States 

~dated the 12t h ultimo) & founded on i nformation at t he 

moment received that Colonel Li ndsay had made r ecent ca lls 

on them for de t achments of militia - I r equ ested that the 

amou.nt of forc e i ndicat ed in those ca lls mi ght be ded c ted 

from t he . f orce speci f ica l ly r equi red by me . This r equest 

I h ave r eas on t o hope has be en a tended to b the Gov ern-

ors of N? Ca olina Tennefsee . But should th . hole o f 

t he four 0t ates make s ch deductions , I shal l stil l have , 

.Particularly after the arriva l of the regu rs , a much 

l ar ge r f orc e in the f i el d t han I now thin vi 1 be ne cef 

sary & shal l , therefore , from t i me to t i me ma e dischar ges 

of portions of the mi l i t i a , be ~ inning ~ith the mounted com-

pani es. 

I have no thi n
0 

but uncertai n r umours r especting the 

movemen tsof the r egul a r troops o de r ed hither f rom Florid • 

The Ordnance & ordnance stores order ed by Colonel 

Bamford , on the 5th of February l as t , on the r equi s tion 

of Colone l Lindsay , from the Mount Vernon Ar senal to thi 

p l a ce , hav e not arrivod . A p art, or the whol e of t h t 

r equisition, we hear d a few days since , was detai n ed some 
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where on the Tennefsee river belo7 . An off d cer 'i7as es -

patched by Colonel Lindsay to hasten its arriv 1 . 

Whilst ritin o the fore going , a letter has been brought 

to me , by an off icer , f rom one of the Cherokee de l e at ion 
J 

at Washin ton to a Chero Lee her e , dat ed the 7th ins t ant , 

whi ch confi dent ly afserts t hat prel i mi nari es had just been 

a greed upon b et ween the War Depart ment & that dele at ion 

by which the compul sory e gration is to be subst ituted 

by the volunta r y eva cuation of this countr , in the next 

t wo years - begi nning on the 23d i nstant . The l etter is 

substantially credited by almost every body here , but my-

self . Howev er solicitous I may be f or the welfar e of the 

poor I n di ans , the l etter writer i s di s credited on t o 

grounds . l . I have no official comnru.nic _tion on the sub -

ject ; 2 . I cannot suppose , considering the i nstructions 
without 

with which I am clo thed , that the Department would" r efer -

ence to me, or offence on my part , so fa r , take the whole 

Subj ect out of my hands . 

I have the honour to- be , Si r , 

Very respectfully Yr most Ob~ Ser~ 

infield Scot t . 

P . S . If an amicable settlement of all the difficul

ties conne ct ed ~ith the emi gr a t on of the Cherokee has 

been made at Washington, I beli eve I may soon be per mitted 

to charge some offi ce r with the minor details & r eturn 

myself to the u sual head quarters of this division . 7. S . 

Hon. J . R. Poinset t 

Dec . of War . 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr . ) File . Agency . 5/18 , 1838.) 
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Head Qrs . Eastern Division 

Cheroke e Agency fay 22 , 1838 . 

Sir : ( p " ostmarked Athens , Tenn . " 

I had the honour to report to t he Secretary of iar 

on t ho 18 t h i n s t ant . o COmL1un ica tion has r ea ch ed me from 

Washington s inc e that t i me . 

The Tennefseans a re afsemb ling at thi s p l ace , & so 

are t he Geor gians at New Echota . It ii is beli eved t hat 

the \fuole N~ Carolina quota has arrived a t it s depot , & 

not a word has b e en hear d of the approach of t he Alabam

i ans From his Excellen cy , Governor Bagby , I h ave not re 

c eived a line , & h ave jus t cau sed a lette r t o be written 

to him t o Say , that , if h e h ave not de t a ched the r egi ment 

called f or , from Alabama , he need not no do so , a s it 

will no t b e r equi r ed . 

I am just abou t to proceed to New =chota , where , I 

l earn my presence is much vant ed . 

I hav e hear d of t h e approach of a f e 1 compani es o·f 

r egulars as near a s Savannah & Charl eston. Bri ad i e r 

Gene ral Eustis wi ll p robably he up in day or t wo . Of 

Bri gadi er general Armistead I have hear d noth i n • 

I n a few days I sh all commen ce oper a tions in Geor i a , 

& in the other Stat es a li t tle later . Ins t1~ctions to 

that effe c t will be i mmediat e l y iven to the commanders 

of the t h r ee distri c ts . 

I will ask that I may be addrefsed as i f at Athens 

Tennefs ee , f or altho ' I shall not often b e there , com

muni cations thence can mos t conveni ently certainly fol -
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low me by exprefses . 

I expect to be back a t this p lace ( i tbin a ha l f mile 

of Calhoun; in seven or e i &nt days . 

The l ette r r e ceived four days ago from one of the 

Cherokee delegation at ~ashington , has destroyed the ef

fect of my print ed ddrefs , which had b egun to operate 

most beneficially . 

I r emai n , wi th gr eat r e spect, 

Brig. Genl R. J~ne s 

Adjutant General 

U- S. A. 

Yr most Ob . Sert 

~infi e ld Scot t . 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emi gr . ) File . Agency . 5/18 , 1838 . ; 
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(Copy) Headquarters , E stern Di ision, u.s .. 

Chero ee Agency , ay 22~~ 1838 

Sir: 

I f no modificat on of the Tr eaty be made , i t i s my 

hop e ~ expe ctation to collect · send in to one of the de -

pots f or emigration, all t he Cher o ee Indi ans r esidi n i n 

that part of t he nat ion 1iliich li es in Georgia , by the end 

of t he next month, & t o collect & s end into the same de -

pots by t he first of u gust , t h e remainder of t he Indi ans 

residi ng within the t ee ad joinin s t at es , 

I give you th s notice that you may b e duly prepar ed 

to transport t hose l n di ans to t heir ne •r homes ·vest of the 

Mifsifsippi. 

I t is presumed t hat you or t h e Comoifsioner s ar e al 

ready prepared to i fsu e necefsary clothin to such des ti 

tute Indi ans as may come or b e brought to this plac e fo r 

emi gr a t i on, agre eable to an afsurance I have her e tofore 

received t o that effect . The fund remaining in the hands 

of Col Li ndsay , vlil l be app l ied to a like purpose at Rofs 's 

Landin & Gunter' s Landing 

Genl N. Smi t h 

Supt Cher~ e n 

( Si ned) nnfie l d Scot t 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr .) File S991. Agency , 5/22 , 1838 . , 
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Cherokee Agency East 

ay 25 , 1838 . 

Ron. C. A. Harris 

Comr Ind . Af fairs 

Sir 

I regret to inform you that I have just received intel li -
. 

gence from Paduca , stating that the are House of Me f srs 

Smedley & Co , i n which the provisions designed for Cherokee 

Emigrants were stored by r . Van ntwerp, recently took fire , 

burned to the ground; and all the provisions were des troyed . 

I have been notified by Genl Scott that he expected to 

have all the Cherokees in Georgia collected at one of the De

pots by the last of June , in the event of no modificat ion be -

ing made i n the t reaty . I have all necessary preparations 

made, having upwards of 600 . 000 Rations on hand , and Boats 

and Waggons sufficient at my command to carry them off co~

fortably. There is another check to emigration now in conse

quence of report s from the elegation that they had entered 

into an arrangement with the epartment by which they would 

~e permitted to continue some time longe r &c . 

(OIA: 
1838. 

Very Respectfully 

Yr. o . Obt . Sert . 

Nat Smith 

Sup~ Ch . Emg 

Cherokee ( Emigr.) FileS 981-993-996. Cherokee Agency . 
S-993.) 
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Sir: 

Head Qr s. astern Division 

N. Echot a , Geo . vay 29 , 1838 . 

~ y l a s t r eport bore date the 2Gnd instant , & I arrived 

· here the next day . 

The nruster of the two re iments of Ge or gia foot v1as 

completed on the 25th, & as soon as they had elect ed the 

field offi cers , the compani es vrere ordered to the ir res pect 

ive stat i ons - many of whi ch were previ ously occupied by 

mount ed men. 

ithout waiting for all the ne l evi es to re ach their 

stations, operations wepe commenced on the 26t h . Of the 

fifteen stations , in Georgia , we h ave already heard from 

twelve, u p to different dates , & esti mate the number of 

prisoners secur ed to be n ot lefs than 2 , 500 . It is proba

ble, I think , that in ei ght or ten days more all the Geor

gia. Indi ans will have been collected , wi th the exception 

of stra.g l ers , & the gr eater number put in march f or the 

emigrat i n depots . Several parties ar e a lready kno to 

be under escor t from Refs ' s Landin • 

It will be seen b v my order , N9 34 , that t he troops 

will begin at all points to coll ect the Indians in N9 

Carolina, 1 ennefs ee & Alabama on the 5th Eroximo . 

so f ar, I am happy to r eport , that not an a ct of vio 

lence has been comnitted . The Geor ians are seized with 

the spirit of my order, N? 25 , & have acted admirably , 

and the Indians f indin that they have been appr oa ched 
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kindly , begin to come in volunt rily . If my Addrefs had 

not b een counteract ed by many letters from the Cherokee 

del~gation a t ' ashi gton , sa in that a new Treat ·as 

about to b e si~ed bet~een the ar Department ~them, ~e 

should no t have had one third of the nation at the princi

pal depots as volunt ary emigr ants . 

Four companies of the U. S . 2nd Ar t illery, under 

Lieut. Col. Crane , tith prisoners taken up at the posts 

on t h e rout e , pafsed , ~ orth of this place , yesterda , for 

Rofs's Lan ding . The first & fourt h artillery have , proba

bly, under Bri g . Gen~ Eustis , reached Fort Butler . I do 

not learn that the 6 troops of u. s . Dra oons have ever 

been put in motion f r om Florida . The same remark is appli 

cable to the a r ines , & I have just offi cially l earned , 

e~f~eially, that 4 compani e s of the 2nd artiller , the 

3rd artiller y & 4th Infantry , are to come via the ocean , 

the Mifsif s ippi , Ohio & Tennefsee . The se troops , like the 

Dagoons & Mar ines , ma not be u p in time to render any 

service in the colle ction of the Indians , unlefs a stand 

should b e made in the mountains of ? Carolina . Under 

this delay , & considerin the r eat extent of country to 

be scoured, I now do not think that I have too many I"ili 

tia in the f i e l d . 

It s eems that Brigadier ent rmistead is to take ost 

at Baton Rouge, to superintend the movement of the troops , 

which are to come up by the way of N. Orleans . Probably 
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before he can r each t is place all the Ina ians in the 

Middle District ~ill have been coll ect ed by Bri • Genf 

Floyd, of the Ge or ia ilitia -- an intelli ent , a ctive 

& zealous commander . 

Ve ar e much in want of surgeons , & the regulars · ill 

be , I l earn , ve r y deficient in company off i cers . 

The day aft er tomorrow, I shall return to the Chero

kee Agency (near Ca lhoun , Tenn . ) & thence proceed to Fort 

Butler , N. C. or 1hereever e ls e my presence may be re-

quire d . 

I have receiv ed but one l ett er f rom \lashington (yours 

o f the 15th instant ) sinc e I l ef t that place . 

Please co ntinue to addrefs me as i f I ~ere at Athens , 

Tenn . 

~ ith gr eat r espect, 

I remain Sir , 

Yr most Ob~ Serv~ 

inf i eld Scott . 

Brig . Gen~ Jones 

t l A Adj . Gen . U. S •• 

(OIA: Cherokee ( mi r . ) File . A ency 5/18 , 18 8 . ) 
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Copy 

Sir; 

Head Quarters Easter n Di vis ion 

Cherokee Age ncy , June 4 , 1838 . 

Unde r the a dvice given in my printed ddrefs , d 

stimul at ed by the application of f orce i n Georgia , & t he 
r 

arrang ement s f or i t s appl ication ev e . wher e , after the 11th 

instant , ~any Indi ans ar e coming in , and thousands may be 

expect ed t o present themselv es f or volunt ary emigr ation in 

t he course of the next eight days . Capt ur es by t he troops 

will commence and rapidly pr oceed , af ter this day week , 

in Ng Car olina , Tenne s see & Alabama , and by that t i me b t 

few wil l r emai n to be collec ted i n Georgi a . 

I give y ou this i nformation n order that you rna make 

correspondin ar r angement s f or r eceivin and transpo tin 
• 

the emi grants by l and & water . Humanity wi ll r equire that 

there b e no delays at the emi gr ating depSts or on t hB 

rout es. 

Th e Tennefs ee r iver , I l ear n , i s again ri s i ng , & t he 

Arkan sas may b e expe cted to be found navi gable per haps , 

throughout this mont h . I haye , howe ver , r eat doubt s a s to 

the numb er and oodnefs of your St eamboats . I wi ll t her e 

fore urge you t o supply any defi ciency i n your me ns of 

water tran s por t a tion as sp eedily as ·pofsible - addi n , 

that, in my opinion, i t wi ll b e to o l ate i n the s ea son 

in r e s pe ct to h e l th , to s tar t parti es of emi rant s t o 0 

up the Arkansas af t e r the 20th inst ant , ev en i n the b es t 
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Steamboa ts. The s ame ob j e ction anplies to either of the 

lower l and rout e s . After that date it appears to me that 

you can have t he choice of but t1o other lines : - 1 . By 

water and land to Florence or Tuscumb a , thence in St eam

boa t s t o Cape Girardeau on the l ifsifsippi or Booneville 

on the Mi f s ouri , and thence by l and to the Cherokee coun

try west; 2 . By l and , crofsing the 0 o at Golconda , and 

the Mifsif s i ppi at Cape Girar deau ; thence by the ridge wh ch 

divides t he ~aters of white river from those v1hich fall 

into the Mi f sifsippi above and into the Mi ssouri . In my 

judgement the l a tter route ought to be prefe red after an 

early day i n July . 

I have no wish to i nterfere w th your dut es except 

in t he way of advice , or on your own solicitation . Should 

it howev er, b e come ne cess ary , I wi ll , to ai d you send , after 

their arrlval , t hree or four officers of the regular Ar my , 

to purchase provisions on account of the Indi an Department , 

& to establish dep$ts at conveni ent dis,tances , all alon the 

second rou te i ndicated above . 'J.lhat number of offi cers I · 

may b e able t o detach upon the arrival of the r emai nder 

of the troops expect ed ·from Florida , but I r ecommend that 

you do not wai t for t hem. 

Hoping soon to learn that your means of tran sporting 

and subsistin the emigr ants , in comfort , to their new coun-

try in the West are f ul ly adequate . 
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I r emain with much r espect , 

Your obd~ s erv! 

( Si gned) ~ infi eld Scot t . 

Genl. N. Smith , 

Superintendent of Ch erokee 

Rofs 1 Landing . 

grat i on , 

(OIA: Cheroke e ( i r . J File . S- 1022- 1077 . Agency . 1838 . ) 



Genl. N. Smith 

Superin t endant 

Hoad uar te r s Eas t Divis i on 

Cherokee Agency . June 8 . 1838 

CherQ Emigrat ion -

Sir - I have r eceived your two l etters r espectively the 

sth & 7 t h instant . 

I am gl ad to hear that you have al r eady de spat ched 

a party of emigrants ~ expect t o send of f anothe r by the 

th 12. ins t ant . 

Li eu t hitely or some other Offi ce r now at Rofs ' Land

ing wil l be ordered to r eport to you to accompany the sec 

ond detachment , & Cap . Drane , from this p lace , the third . 

Other Off icers shall be suppli ed for the same s er vice be 

fore t l:ie 20~h 

I am p l eased that you h ave detained for a t i me , cer -

tain I n dians whose f amili es ar e broken to awai t the ar-

rival of abs ent membe r s . 

The di strefs caused the emi rants by the want of thei 

beddin~ cooking ut ensils , clothes & ponies , I much r egre t , 
? 

as al s o t he l ofs of t heir property consequent upon the 

hurry of capture & r emoval . All this I am sorry f or , d 

much of ft , I run persuaded , ~as unavoi dab l e , so far as 

the troop s were concerned . The fault was mainly in the 

Indi ans t hemse lves , who believed in Mf John Ro fs ' s af -

suranc es gave the lie to my Addr efs . Hence they wai ted 

f or the arrival of the troops , & v1ere even then who l ly 
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unprepared for removal . I am not an r y with them, but in

finitely re ret their llinfa tuat ion . 1 endeavour ed in my 

printed Order, N° 25 , to ard against that infatuation , 

by directing t hat the troops should allop the Indians to 

gather up 7hatever could be used in t he rout e to the ~est 

& desiring you to devis e the means of securin f or their 

benefit all other artic les of property l eft or. abandoned . 

l r ecall all this to sho 1 that I have done iij every thin 

in my power to save the unfortunat e Indians f rom lofs & 

distrefs. 

I give · it as my belief that nearly all the Indi ans 

from Georgi a , will be a t the emigratin depots by the 15t~ 

instant, ~ that the great er part of those i n t he t h r ee ad 

joining Stat es will be at t he same places by the 30th 

~~~t~t if not the 25~h of thi s month . And on the part 

o f humanity I must prot est agains t s endin of.f a single 

party of emi grant s to as cend the rkansa v River , sevent een 

days after this dat e . In the mean time , s subsequentl , 

I hope you will be able to despatch parties vee ly a t 

least by the l and rout e her etofor e indicat ed . To th s 

effect i t will give me p l easure to l earn that you have 

engaged the ragons & made the depot s of subsistence 7hi ch 

are a lready r equired • 

.L shall set out to morro\7 morning f or For t Butler 

& expect to be b ack before tho lS~:t; ins tant , 11hon t 'Jill 

give me pleasure to meet & confer vii t h you on all matter s 
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~~'ereating to the service - -

I r emain &c 

( Si gned J · infield Scott 

(OIA: Cherokee ( Emi gr . ) File . Athons . 6/15 , 1838 . ) 



Copy . 

Hoad ·~uarters , Eas t ern Division . U. S . A. 

thens , Tenn . June gth 1838 . 

Sir: 

Your report o! the 2g~ inst . from Tuscumbia as re -

ceived a f ew days s ince . 

By my printed order N° 25 . you · 11 w1 perc e ve that you 

were afsigned to the command of the Mi ddl e Dis tri ct of t he 

Cherokee country . ~he collec tion of the Indi ans vithin 

that Di s trict will p robab l be nearly comple t ed be fo r e you 

can re a ch it. Under this circumstance I think it probable 

that it may not be agr eeable to you to superc ede the com

mander ( Brig Genl Floyd , who has , so far , conducted the 

operations entrusted to hi m with much zeal & judgment & 

much succefs . 

If such should be your f eelings on the subj ect , you 

are re quest ed to proceed to Vashin ton & r eport for other 

duty to the djutant Gen eral . 

It is not i nt ended to exp refs the s li htest dissatis 

faction with your not havin earli er arrived in this coun

try. On the contrary no doubt i s entert ained that you 

h ave approached as soon a s i t was pr acticable under our 

orders 

Brig Genl Armistead 

U. S. Army & c 

l am &c &c 

Si n ed Winf i eld Scott 

(OIA: Cherokee ( Emi gr.) File Athens , 6/15 , 1838 . , 

36 



Calhoun . 

th June 11-- 1838 . 

Sir, 

I h ave t he honor to a clmov1 l edge the recei pt of 

comnru.nicati ons dat ed the 9 ~~ ns t , n \7hich ou have 

o r 

me the pr1vi l0 e of eithe r afsumin~ the· comnand of the 

District t o vhich I have been afsin ed in Or der [O 25 , 

i ven 

or to p r oceed to \ ash n~ton 8 report to the d jutant Gen-

eral f or ot h er dut y : under all the circums t ances of the 

case I shall prefer the forme r , & shall leave this tomor -

row morning for Nev .~:!.~ Chota , "lhere on my arrival I shall 

afsume command . Should you no t cons i de r that my servi c es 

are r equi r ed in the ~i ddle Distri ct I shoul d e p lea ed 

to be afsi gned to another command in thi s ar m • 

J4ajr Genl. Scott . 

Comdg E. Divn . 

espectfully 

Your obt Serv~ 

( Si ned) ~ . K. r mistead 

Br . Gen~ U. S . Ar m 

( OIA: Chero kee ( !Jnig • J File . thens . 6/15 , 1838 . , 
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Copy, 

Sir: 

Head Quarters , Eastern Divis on U. S. A. 

Mouth of Val l ey River , N. C. June 15t h 1838 

I h ave r e c e i ved your note of the day before yesterda~ , 

writ ten at Ca l houn . I can har dl y think t hat on your arrival 

at the h ea d quarters of the i i ddle District , you will thin 

you r se l f a t lib erty, upon military principles , to super -

s ed Bri g . Gen1 Floyd i n the command , considerin that there 

is no t i n t he Di strict , a single re lar soldier , & onl 

t he troop s cons tituting that offi cers brigade . Besides the 

colle c t i on of the I ndians within the Distric t must , by the 

t i me of our arrival be comple ted or very nearly so . 

I must t herefore int er ms , desire that yo vii _ not n. f -

sume the command of the . i d e District , or if you h ve af 

sumed i t , that you i mmediately restore Br i g Gen~ Flo d to 

t he command , and r eport o rself to the djutant Gener a l 

at Washin gton for other duty . 

You sug es t your readinefs , to ta e any ot~er com-

mand i n the Cherokee coun try . 

Ther e ar e two ot er Di s tricts commanded by experienced 

r egul a r off ice r s , vho have made all their arran ements & 

a ctually made mu ch pro refs in collect i n the Indians for 

emigr ation . I shoul d ther efore deem it hi 1 unjust to 

t hose commander s & injuriou s to the pub lic service , to 

super sede either o them at this lat e hour by p l acin any 
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n1or · officer over the one or t he other . 

Brig Genl Armist e ad . 

u. s. Army 

I run & c &c 

( Si gn ed ) fi n f i e l d Scott. 

(OIA: Chero kee ( Emi gr . ) Fi l e . Athens . 6/ 15 , 1838 . ) 
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Head t rs . Eas t ern Division 
' 

A thcns , 'renn . June 1. , 1 38 

Sir: 

I am just rom the mouth of Valley ri cr , Br gadi er 

General Eustis ' s head quarter s , ~as tern Di strict , c cro _ee 

country. He b egan the collection of Indians on the 12t h 

instant. Abo t 1500 had been br oueht in , or r eported , 

vhen I l eft h i m yes terday morning , & he had not hear d f rom 

many of hi s di stant posts . One l ar ge par t y , frora that 

district , I lmow to be now on the way to the gency , vo l -

untarily - t hat i s , rr i thout capture & ..-;i thout es cor t , & 

I think it probable , that a t housand mo r e :Jill , in li ce 

manner, p ro ceed to the . same plac e . o r esi stance had 

been offe r ed , or was app ehended . Indeed the posts oc -

cupied by t he troops '/e r e so numer ous judiciousl chosen 

- (by Colone l Li ndsay , b efore & afte r my arrival - in all 

the districts ) t hat resistance , on the part of the Indi ans , 

has, every whe r e , been render ed hopelefs . f ew families 

& individu als have , ho ·1e ver , it is law m , ta cen r efuge in 

the mount ainous parts of t hr ee districts . Vith Such ex

ceptions, Geor gia may be Sai d to be clear ed of Cherolees, 

& in thre e or f ive days , as much will h ve been done i n 

Tennefsee , N°. Car olina & Alabama . This , ho~ever, i s , 

in great part , con jec tural ; for I have no v er l a t e r e 

port from Brigadier Gener a l Floyd of the Mi ddle Di strict , 

or from Colonel Lindsay of the Wester n . I sh 11 probabl 
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tind reports f rom them both tomorro '-: at the gency . 

Brigadi er General Armistead arrived at the gency 

since my departure thence f or N? Carolina . To my note , 

tendering h i m an order to report , for other duty , to the 

Adjutant General, he replied that he pr eferred afsuming 
' 

the command of the i ddle District , acco rdin ~ to my order 

( May 17th ) N? 25 . s there was not a r e lar soldier in 

that Di s trict (the 4t h U. S . Infantry having been sto pped 

at Refs's Landin" in the ~es tern; - ) & nearly the whole of 

the Indians in the i ddle alr eady collected by Br i g dier 

General Flo yd d t h his ov1n brigade of litia , I rejoi ed 

& directed Bri adier General Armistead to r eport at ash

ington. Please see the three notes which have pafsed be 

t we en us, hererith enclosed & marked F? s 1 , 2 & 3 . His 

offer to supersede his juniors - Br i gadi er General stis 

& Co l onel Li n daay , I thought equally unseasonable , as each 

of those offi cers had made all the arrangements , & had 

actually entered upon the duty of removin the Indians . 

I do not make this statement in the way of complaint 

against Bri gadi e r Gen~ Armistead . On the contrar , I con

sider hi s desire to ave a conm1and , in the f i eld , as do -

ing hd.m honour . 
had 

I have~no r eport , ~ithin a week , from the Superintend-

ant of Cherokee imi ration . My last note to hi m (cop ) is 

enclosed. As w s , from the first , confidently expected 
by 
#pem Colonel Lind ay , one of the tvo steamers ho had con-

tracted with, to take Indian emigrants to the head of the 
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Muscle Shoals, h a s been throvm out of servi ce , & i t is 

teared that t he othe r is of but littl e value . I have the 

same authority f or apprehending that the boats belo 1 the 

Muscle Shoals, aP -e ~- R.e engaged fo the emi rants , Yill 

be found equ ally indiffe r ent , & before the 20t h instant , 

it is unders t ood th t the Superintendant will not beg n to 

enrol wagons - his plan be_ng to use steamboats wholly be 

fore, 8. principally after that date . Nm7 besides the uni -

versal repugn ance of the Indians to steamboats , the sub 

sidence of the waters in the Tennefsee , above the l"uscle 

Shoals, & i n the rkansaw , nru.st soon make P E. eP those 

waters too l o ¥ for s t eam navigation . From the gr eat ob -

struction, i n the former river , it i s true , boats may con-

tinue to run f or some t i me longer , 8.- land emigrants at Cape 

Girardeau on the ifsifsippi , or Boonesville on the if 

souri. But, regarding the preference of the Indians to 

land rout e s as somet h ing , &:. t hetr safety as every thin , 

I am for tr ansporting all now at the A ency , & all ho may 

arrive there - together , say , seven or ei ht thousand , b 

land & wagons - through N shville , Golconda & Cape Gir

ardeau. An d , i f , tomor ow , I shall not learn , by let -

ter or by hi s pr esence , that the Superintendant can, Ret 

in the next t wo weeks , exe cute this movement , I shal l i m

mediately charge the ne cefsary number of milit ry officers 

with its execution . Cons i derations of humanity will , i n 

that event, l eave me no a l ternative . My r eatest diffi-

culty will consist i n the want of offi cers . Of the 
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t wenty-six 
't;)lipi;y-~9liP r egular compani es which have ar ri ved i n the 

late Cher okee count ry , ther el are but thirty- four Company 

office r s r eported - i nstead of one hundred _ defici ency , 

precise l y sixty- six . It i s in vain , it ould seem, to de 

mand some twenty or forty of those absentees , & at leas t , 

t wenty Capt ains & lieutenants will be r equired f or the 

Indian depar tment . 

u art e r-masters & commifsari es are also mu ch ¥anted 

for di sbursements . Of the former , altho' f i ve 1ere pr om-

ised, 1e have only Li eut . Hetzel of the r egular army , v1ho 

emp l oy s , a t much risk to h i mself & Government , militia of-

ficer s & hi r ed a gents . - No surgeon has arrived since I 

last r eport ed . 

I h v e the honour to a cknowledge t he r e cei pt of your 

letter of the l ~t i nstant . It wi ll give me great p leas -

ure t o complete , in a f ew weeks more , &. to the satisfaction 

of t he Department , the s ervice in which I am u i R en a ed . 

Then, or a short time before all the details have been car 

ried into exe cu t ion , I hope to be p ermitted to return to 

t h e North East . 

Hon. J. R. Poinse t t 

Sec. of ar . 

With high r espe ct , 

I have the honour to be , Si r , 

Yr most Ob~ Serv~ 

Winfi eld Scott . 

(OIA: Ch er okee (Emi gr . J Fi le . At hens . 6/15 , 1838 . J 
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Order ) 
) 

N° 46. ) 

Head Quarters Eastern Divi sion 

Cherokee A ency . June 17 , 38 

The removal of t he Indi ans , for emigration , from the 

Middl e District , late Cherokee countr , being nearly 0 

quite complet e d , arrangements 1ill be commenced at once 

for the h onorable dischar ge and payment of the volunteers 

& Mili tia , i n the service of t he U. States \ ithin that 

Distric t . 

For those ~urposes , Brig . Gen . Floyd will , as fast 

as t he sta te of t he servi ce will permit , cause those troops 

to be afsembled at one or more points , as , after consult -

ing wi th ajor Payne , the cting Inspe ctor Gen eral , may be 

deemed suitable & conveni ent . 

The l atter , in mustering ou t of service , ~ill cal l to 

his a i d ajor Fauntleroy of the U. S . Army , & give a ll o ders 

for s e curing the public p rope ty of every description , a s 

well, as , (after consulting with Bri g Genl . Floyd) the a ms 

& accoutrements be l ongin to t he St a te of Geor ia . ajor 

Payne may a lso cause to b e sold & a ccounted for such p operty 

in the Qu arter Maste r ' s & Commifsary ' s Dep rtments , as it 

may b e advantageous to the U. States to sell . 

Actin Pay Mas ters Bennett Buck will i mmediately 

repair to the Mi ddle Distri ct to pay off the troops as fast 

as they are dis ch r ed , in the best money they m y be able 

to command . 
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The Commander of t he Eastern Di s tri ct ~ill , as soon 

as he can dispense vith t heir s e r vi ce s , or de r t he Georgia 

Companies a t Chast ain ' s & For t Newnan to report to Br l· 
~ · 

Genl . Floyd f or dis char ge wi th the other Geor ia troops . 

Captain Cleaveland 's Company at Dah lone a ,. ill be di s charged 

at t he di s cretion o f Brig Genl . Eustis , iving notice t o 

the pay mast er above ment ioned , · he will ret ain Capt:g 

Derricks Company of Georgi ans fo r f urthe r orders . 

Bri g . Genl . Floyd , i t is hoped , will r emain in s ervi ce 

until t he businefs of h i s Di s t r ict shall be ent ire ly com-

plated . He , h i s St a f f , the Offi cers & men of the Geor i a 

line will p l ease .accept the thank s of the U. St at e s f or the 

promptitude , zeal & humani t y they have a l most univer sally 

dis played i n t he di schar ge of t hei r critical & painful du 

t ies . The only ex ception t o this just c o~mendation is t he 

Departme nt a t Chartain ' s , &, in it s case , the delays & 

disorders commi t t ed ar e no doubt mai nly to be a ttributed 

to the misconduc t of the Li eut Colonel who has s ince re 

signed . The Bri g . Gen eral h i mse l f , has exhibited a de ree 

of intell i gence , de cision & method whi ch vrould do cr edit 

t o any s ervice . 

By Command of 1 a jor Genl . Scott 

w. J Worth Lt Colo 

Ch i ef of t he Staff 

( OIA : Chero k ee ( Emigr . ) File Sl059 . Agen cy . 6/ 22 , 1838 . ) 
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(Copy) 

Head Quarters Eastern Divi s ion 

Cherokee Agency . June 18 , 1838 

Mefs!s Bennett & Buck 

Acting Paymasters -

Gentlemen: I am about t o discharge the gr eater part or 

the whole of the Georgia line of troops , & it is important 

that the companies b e paid off as f ast a s they are di s

charged . 

An Office r of a Georgia bank is here vli th a l ar ge 

amoun t of bank bill s , who is , I unde rstand, ~illin to 

make any advances whi ch may be needed for the payment of 

those troop s . This is to authorize you to receive from him , 

upon the best arrangement you can make f or the pay department , 

such sum or sums as may be needed f or the above pur pose , on 

condition of r epayi ng the bank t he amount re ceived out of 

the first remittance that may be made to you by the Pay De 

partment for the payment of the Georgia Militia , & further , 
r on the condi tion that the Offi cers of the bank , ~- , Horne , re-

ceive back from you any amount of t he money v;hich the troops 

may r efuse to receive or which may r emain in your hands . 

No off ice r or company will be f or ced to r e ceive the 

money in qu es t ion . I ts rec ei pt must be vo luntary on the 

part of the Offi cers & men , and unlefs whole companies 

shall be wi l l i n g to receive the notes , i t will be us elefs 

to pay a part of a Company and not the other part of the 
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srume, the object of this arrangement being to accomodate 

the Government & the troops. --

( Si gned) Winfie l d Sco tt . 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr.) File Sl059 . Agency . 6/ 22 , 1838 . ) 
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Copy, Head Quarters Mid : Mil . Dist . 

New Echota , 19 , June , 1838 . 

General -

Your orders No . 46 , are received, an d shall be obeyed .

I have the honour to re port that my s coutin p rties 

have recently scoured the coun try within the l imi ts of my 

command, in every dire ction , without seeing any Indians , or 

late Indian signs . - - and I feel convinced that there are 

now no Indi ans i n the Mi ddle Military District , except a 

few sick in pofs ess ion of the troops . -- I f there are 

others they must be v ery f ew in nmnb er , and completely 

concealed . 

I am, with high respe ct Gener a l , 

Major Gen~ 

Winfield Scott -

u. S. Army, Com~ 

East~ Divr: 

t t Your Obd . Sev . 

(Signed) W. Floyd , 

1 Brig . Gn . G. M. 

Con1Dlg Mi d . Mil . Dist . 

{OIA: Cherokee (Emir . ) File Sl059 . Agency . 6/22 , 1838 . ) 
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(Copy) 

Cherokee Agency , June 19 ~~ 1838 

To Major General Scott 

Army U. St a t es Commanding 

Sir 

We have the honor t o acknowledging the re 

ception of your communication of the present ins t cnt in 

ans VJ·er t o our petition of the 9 ~~ & 11 ~~ of the present 

month . Sir , we shall ever feel under much obligation to 

you f o r the i ndulgence vrhi ch you se em disposed to allow us 

upon t h e conditions s pe ci fied in your comnnmi cation . 'Vi th-

out s pe cifying p arti culars we res pe ct fully a c cept thos e 

condition s and her eby pledge ours l ves to use our best ef-

forts t o hav e them strictly compli ed with. 
Si r 

We haveAthe honor to be ~~ your friends 

(Signed) George Lowrey 

II ) Lewis Rofs 

!I ) Tho~ Foreman 

" ) Ol d Fi e lds 

II ) George Still 

II ) Hai r Conrad 

( Chee noo las kee 

( 11 ) Go in Snake 

( 11 Tahquo 

11 ) Raccoon 

II John atts 

( 11 J ohn Beamer 
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.. 
382 ·. . 

(Si gne d) Jobn Keys 

( Si gne d) John Otterlifter 
II ) Charl es 

( II ) Coo l a r chee 

( II ) Thomas Pet t i t 

( II ) Thomas v oodwar d 
II ) Wal l a ne t a 

( II ) Ke t ch er 

( II ) Bridge Make r 

( ll L W Hilderbran 1 

( IT ) St ephen Foreman 

( II ) J efs ee Bushyhead 

II ) Jame~ Spear s 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emi gr . ) .Fi le Sl 059 . Agency . 6/ 22, 1838 ) 



(Copy) 

Brig . Gen l . illstis 

u.s.A. 

Head Qu art ers Eastern Division 

Cherokee Agency . June 19 . 1838 . 

Comdg &c &c 

Si r: 

Thinki ng it highl y probabl e that you wi ll , in a week 

or ten days more , hav e coll ect ed all the Indians f or emi

grati on within your Di s tri ct , and h ave sent them off , un 

der esco r ts, to t hi s depot , it is time to i ndi cate in ad

vance, certain dispositions to be made of the troops and 

pub l i c property of the District , and at the close of your 

oper ati ons . 

The t wo Companies of Tennefsee mounted men , as you 

suggested , i t will be best to send down with prisoners , a t 

t he proper time to this place , whe r e they can be di schar ed . 

The r emaining Compani es of rv ili tia I wish you to dis 

charge as fas t as y ou can safely dispense wi th the r s er v

ices, and i f before I can s end you a Pay Mast er , with funds , 

ascert ain and r eport the centra l point where each Company 

may be pai d most conveniently , s ay , in the next t h ree or 

fiv e weeks. oney has been appropriat ed by Con refs , f or 

t h e pur pose, no doubt , before this time ; but I lrnow now 

when I shall h av e a su fficient number of paymast ers t o en-

able me to s end you one . 

3"8-3 
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As soon, or as fast as es corts may · requ1re , I wish the 

Companies of the 1st & 4th re i ments of U. S . Artillery t o be 

sent he r e , where the t wo regiments are likely to remain on 

duty, until l ate in September . Henc e , if not needed by 

you, f or furthe r coll e ctions of Ind ians , within your Dis 

trict, no companies of those Regiments will be sent back . 

( Th e obj ect of this concentration I shall presently explain . ) 

I give you this information , so that you may the better 

re gul a te t h e s en ding off of De t a chment s with Indian prison

ers an d the purchase or haling of suppli es f or the quarter 

master's department and the commifsariat . It may a lso en 

able you t o stop at f avo rable positions f or sale , on account 

of t he U. St a t es , any supplies no w approa ching the Di stri ct 

·which may be l i ke l y to exceed the consumption of your troops . 

Of course , it is not intended that you should cease 

to scout t he coun try with your t roops until you ar e satis 

fied that all the Indians within t~";f.f the E st ern Distri ct , 

or n ear its borders , have been sec red . 

Considerations of humanity , after the fulle st enqui ries 

& r efl ec t ion , have i ndu ced me t o stop the emi gr ation of the 

Indi ans, from the depots , until the first of Septemte r . 

Even t he r ou t e via Nashvi lle , Golconda , Cape Girar deau and 

the ri dge r oad through Mifsouri , the l east unfavorable to 

emi gration i n the hot s easoh, presents too many chances of 

serious mort al ity t o allow me to adopt it before the re 

turn of Frost. I n the mean time I shall hold the Indi ans 

encamped, and guarded by the Regulars around this place , 
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and Rofs' Landings. For this purpos e , the troo ps will be 

divided into t wo une qual brigades . 

Your note o f the 17~~ instant is r e ceived . A Senior 

Medical Officer shall be sent to you in a few days , as 

several Surgeons or Afsistanti Surgeons ar e soon expected . 

(Si gn ed) Winfield Scott. 

(OIA: Chero kee ( Emi gr . ) File Sl059 . Agen cy . 6/ 22 , 1838) 
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Copy 

To 

Head Qu a r ters East ern Division , 

Cherokee Agency, June 19 . 1838 . 

Mefsrs G. Lowe r y , T. Foreman , L. W. Hildebrand , J . Bus hy

head , L. Rof s , Goingsnake & ot her Chi efs and head men of 

the Ch erokee pe op l e . 

Gent lemen ; 

I h ave r e ceived two memoria ls , nume rously 

si gn ed , by yourselves and other Chero kee s , dated r espe ct 

ively t he g ~h & ll~h of this month , praying - l . That the 

colle c t ion of the Cherokee s by the troo ps , f or emigration , 

may be de l ayed or r e laxed , &, 2 . That the families and in-

dividuals so coll ec t ed , or who have voluntarily come in , 

may not be s ent off to the · es t of the Mifsifsippi before 

t he n ext au tumn . 

Under my i nstruc t i ons f rom the Pr es i dent , no de l ay 

or relaxat ion c an be permit ted i n the colle ction of the 

whole Cherokee people East , pr eparator y to the ir early 

emigra t ion est . 

In r e s pe ct to the s econd proposition , I am dispose d 

to gr ant indul gence , i f the chiefs and head men present 

will give me a written p l edge , f or themselves d the othe r 

chiefs & head men , absent , to the f olloving co nditi ons : 

1. That e a ch wi l l di scountenance and supprefs ·amon 

the Cherokee pe op l e , t he idea that there is the sli htest 

intention on the part of the U. States , t o suspend the emi -
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gration bey ond the f irst of Septembe r next ; f o r , in al l t hat 

month, it ~ s my solemn expe ct ation and purpose to put i n 

motion from the emigrating depo ts , every Che r okee Eas t , 

for t he Cherokee Count ry Jest of the Mifsifs ippi . 

2 . That the chiefs and head men wi ll , in good fa i th , 

exe r t t he i r authority , to p r ev ent their people from exc ap 

ing or straggling from the camps which may be afsigned , or 

l eavin g t he l att e r beyond the l i mits which wi ll bo pre 

sc r i b ed , except on special writt en permission to be s i gned 

b y the nearest comraander of troops , or by the superint end 

ent o f Cherokee qigration . 

3 . The same authority will be empl oyed to pres erve 

goou orde r an1ong the Indians in their respe ct ive camps ; 

to prevent dri nking; t o prevent _any injury to the citizens 

or t h eir p roper ty , & to a i d the emigrating a ffi c ers and 

agents i n ob t aining an exact li s t or register , by names , 

f amili e s , ages and sexes , of all the Cherokees ~ho are 

to be emi gr a t ed . 

xp e cting a prompt a cceptance of the forego i ng con-

ditions , 

I r emain your f ri end, 

( Si gned) infield Scott 

(OIA: Che ro kee (Emigr . ) File Sl059 . Agency . 6/ 22 , 1838 . ) 
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Copy, 

Head ~arter s Eas t ern Divis ion , 

Che rokee Agency , June 20 . 1838 . 

Sir;-

As it is pos s i ble during the operation of co l l ecting 

the Ind i ans in the Eas tern , some may seek r ofu ·e by pafsing 

into the middle Distri ct , the commanding general di rect s 

me to sugge st the propriety of ordering the Horse companies 

before b e i n g c a l led i n , to make a general search and sweep 

o f t he country - the same remark may apply i n collec ting 

the Indians in the Vestern District ; - Should you deem such 

an operat i on expedient you a re no t to regard the distri ct 

lines. 

I hav e the honour to be , 

t Sir , your most ob . sv t . 

(Signed) W. J Worth 

Brig . Genl . Floyd , Geo . Vol . 

Commg . i d Mil . Di st . 

&c, &c. 

Lt . Col & Chf . of Staff . 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emi gr . ) File 31059 . Agency . 6/22 , 1838 . ) 
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Copy 

Colo. wm Lindsay 

Comdg . &c &c 

Sir: 

Head Quarters Eastern Divi s ion 

Cherokee Agency , June 20 . 1838 

I vTish you i nrrn.edi a tely to make arrangements for muster 

ing out of service , the nine companies , the names of whi ch 

you gav e me in your note of the 18~~ instant , & to continue 

to must e r out all the o the r Compani es of ~ilitia , in your 

District, as fast as the service may permit . 

The Pay Mas ter may not r e ceive a remittance f or the 

payment of the ili tia in several weeks . The procefs of 

mustering out must , neverthelefs , pro ceed uninterruptedly . 

Ma jor Larned informs me that i f the Tennefsee and Ala

bama troops should be willin t o receive Tennefsee baruc 

note s at the rate of 108 for 100 , he can , at once , obt ain 

money sufficient for those companies , and I shall , to s ve 

time , order him, v1i th t wo afsi~tants , to set out to join 

you the day af t er to ·morrow. You may , therefore , wait 

his arrival before be ginning t o disch r e . 

I f the militia refuse to r ece ive such money as the 

Paymaster may immediat ely command , as certain & report the 

most convenient point f or the payment of each discharged 

Company, s ay, in thre e or f our weeks from this t i me . 

To guard t he I ndians iP at , n d round Rofs' Land

ing , I expect to send you , in the 'next eight or ten days , 

389 



either the 1~~ or 4~~ Regiment of Artillery . * 
I am anxious to hear that y ou have all , or n early all 

the Indians of your district i n pofsefsion . 

Si nce writing the above , I l earn t~ii from Brig . Gen,, 

Eustis that many of the North Carolina Indians hav e t aken 

r efuge i n the mountains 

(Si gned) ~ infi e ld Scott . 

~~ Eight companies o f the 2~ artillery we r e , a t the date 

of this letter, already at Rofs' s Landing , 

W- S . 

(OIA: Cherokee ( Emi gr . ) Fi le Sl059 . Agency . 6/22 , 1838 . ) 



Copy 

Sir: 

Head Quarters Eas tern Division 

Cheroke e Agency , June 21 . 1838 . 

The bear er of this no t e , the Rev . ~r . Bushyhead , a 

Cherokee & mi nister of the Gospel , vrill call upon you , and 

if you thi nk he can do good, I ish you to permi t him t o 

visit his people in the mountains , or to send runners to 

them. He is , and has been , most strenuously opposed to t he 

Treaty of 1835; but I believe him to be perfectly trust 

worthy i n all his promises and engagements . 

Mr. Bushyhead is now fully persuaded, with me , that it 

is b est, under all the c ircumstances , f or the remainin 

Che ro k ees, in the mountains and other hidi ng places , to come 

in at once and join the body of their people already at the 

emi gr a ting depots , or on their way to those pla ces ; and 

such has become the opinion of many , if not all the chiefs 

and he ad men who are in this neighbourhood . If he will 

fre e l y expre fs his convi ctions to that effect (and I do not 

doubt t hat he will) he cannot , I think , from his great in-

fluence amon g the Cheroke es , fail to induce the outstandin 

famili e s and i ndividuals to come in voluntarily . I send him 

to you (on a publi c horse) f or that pur pose . 

He i s al so desirous to unite the Cherokee s , unde r stood 

to be in the empl oyment of Mr . Thomas , in Macon & Heywood 

Counties, N. Ca r olina , ¥nth the body of the Nation , and it 
re-

is my opinion that they ou ht t o be s o united . Mr . Bushy-
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head may , pe rhap s b e able t o effoct this obj ect fithout giv 

ing you t h e trouble to s end f or them . 

I r emain, v e r y respe ctful l y , 

Sir , Your obd~ Serv~ 

(Signed) Winfi e l d Scott . 

P.S. I h ave g iven Mr . Bushyhead an order permitting h i m 

to t ake Hog (a chief , ) back with h i m to you, i n ca se he 

meet s t h e l a t ter on the route . Hog , it is thought , will 

be of gr eat s erv i ce in get tin in the out standing Indians . 

Bri g . Genl . Eustis 

u. s .A. 

(Signed) W. S . 

( OIA: Cher okee ( Emi gr . ) Fil e Sl059 . Agency . 6/ 22 , 1838 . ) 
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Head Qrs . Eastern Division , 

Cherokee Agency , June 22 , 1838 . 

Sir. 

In the has t y note I had the honour to addrefs to you , 

the 18th instant (in duplicate ) I Said , that I had found 

myself compelled , by a r egard to the safety of the Indians , 

to sus pend further dis tant emi grat ion until t he f rst of 

September n ext . The a ccumulat ion of evidence agains t even 

the least obj e c tionable of all the rout es - the land route , 

via Nashville Golconda & Cape Girardeau , full s atisfi ed 

me, that the Indi ans could not , so l ate in the Summer , be 

transported to their new country, without very general 

sicknefs & s erious mortality . My decision has given to 

all who are in our pof sefsion , a t l east great t emporary 

satisfa ction . I hope to keep up their cheerfulnefs by 

continued attention & humanity . 

I will not troubl e you with the ev idence alluded to . 

It shall be furnished in abundance i f my judgment should 

require su pport . 

~ilst the po int was unde r consideration , I held a 

convers ation with the afsembled chief s & head men at & 

around this place , on the subj ect - wishing to turn any 

indulgence that I might grant to the benefit of the 

service in whi ch I am engaged. The next mornin I ad-

drefsed to them the note marked NC: 1 , re ceived the r e-

ply, N9 2 . I h av e no doubt that the pledge will be obs erved 

in good fa1 th. 
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In the mean time , the co ll ec ti on of the I ndi ans f or 

emigration & thei r arriva l at the depots, v1i th & without 
on 

escorts, will go uninterrupt edl y , unt i l the whole a r e col -

lected. Geor gi a i s c l ear ed (s e e enc l osur es , N? s 3 4 ; ) 

& the t h r e e o ther St a t e s must soon be c l eared of t heir 

red- populat i on . 

The gr eat body of t h e Ind i ans will b G he l d under guard 

or surve i l l ance , he re , & at Rofs 1 s Landing : a f eVT , l ov,re r 

down, a t Gunt er ' s Landing , The r egul a r t r oops a lone vn l l 
• st i s 

be emp l oyed , a t t h ose depot s , afte r Brigadi e r Genera l~can 

dispense wi th the servi ces of the lst & 4th art i ller y now 

with h i m i n N? Carolina . By that t i me a l l the mi l iti a 

~ae will h ave been dis char ged , & i f the Delagation should 

ever arrive f r om ' a shington & s i gn the p l edge al luded to 

above, I thi nk I mi ght venture t o send t wo or three r egi 

ments t o the Canadi er f ron tier wi thout w i t i ng f or the 

comp l etion or ev en commen cement of the emi grat ion in the 

autunm. 

About 3000 I n ans have a lready been sent of f t o the 

West by t he Superi nt endant , About 2 , 500 r emain a t Ro f s ' s 

Landi ng ; 3 , 000 a t t h i s p lace ; 1250 , i n t vJO camps , bet we en 

tho s e depot s ; 1500 ar e known t o be under es cort t o the one 

or other (maki n 11, 250 , ) & it is b elieved that 2 , 000 , or 

3,000 more ar e at t h e i nt erior posts , get t i n g r eady to 

follow. 'Jha.t numb er of f ugi t i ves r emain to be colle ct ed , 

can only b e conj e c t ured ; probably l efs t han 2 , 000 . Thes e 
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can not long es cape us , & a ll the com:mandeJ•s "fill continue 

to employ I ndian runners , whom, fr om the beginning , vre 

have found highly us eful . Pursuing this System, I have just 

despatched Mr Jefsee BushyhAad to . d. a· 1 - r1ga 1er en . ~ustis , 

in whos e Dis trict , I l earn , many Indians have sought r efuee 

in the moun t ains . (See enc losure , N? 5 . ) I anticipate 

nruch Su ccefs from the advice & afsurance s he will communi -

cate to the fugitives . The simple fact that I h ave post

poned f u rther mi eration until the return of the cool season 

will effec t mu ch . 

I have commenced (today ) dischargin ~ the mili tia in 

this neighborhood , & have given orders to begin as soon , 

& to pro ceed as rapidly , as practicable , throughout the three 

District s . (S ee enclosures , N?s 6, 7 , 8 - 9 . 

One c ompany of the l ~ t & one of the second art illery 

have no t ar riv ed . Li eut . Colonel Gates , with four & a 

h al f companie s of the 3 ~ artillery , came up the day before 

yest erday . The other four &c half companies of this re i

ment were l eft in Florida , & have not been sinre heard of . 

Four comp anies of the 4t h Infantry , under Ma jor Ri ley, v1e 

daily e xpe c ted . The s e fragments wi l l compl ete the fi ve 

regiments of r egulars . A deta chment of about 145 Marines , 

under Captain Dulany ar rived about a week ago • 

I have been advised that the six troops of t e U. S . 

Dragoons were permitt ed t o r emain in Florida . The horses 
f o r those Dr a oons 

purchased here (no t by my order) six weeks ago , Aremain i dle , 
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at a great expense to the u. St ates . I think of using 

about a hundred of the t hree hundred as mounts f or t wo com

panies of foot , to be employed , as patrols , around the emi

grating depots . 

Paymaster Larned & afs i stant quartermastem senbury 

& Collins have arrived since my last re port . 

I beg that it be borne in mind that , ·when t he emi r a-

tion r e commenc e s , we shall r equire many of t he absent com-

pany offi ce rs as conductors of parties . 

After ~acing t he s ervice here on a safe footing , 

with a vi ew to renewed ertlgration , I h ope to be pe rmi tted 

t o return to the North . 

With hi gh r e s pe ct , 

I have tre honour to be , 

Sir , 

Yr most Ob . S erv~ 

Winfi el d Scott . 
had 

Brig . Gen~ ArmQst ead , as I expect ed , de clined t aki ng t he 

command of the Middle Distri ct , b efore he h ad r eceived, : 

f th 13th · tant See - enclosure N? 10 . my l etter o e 1ns • 

v • s. 

Hon. J. R. Poinsett 

Sec. of War 

A 6/22, 1838 . ) (OIA: Chero kee ( Emi r . ) Sl059 . ency. 
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CoEl 

Majf Gen~ W. Scott, 

Commanding 

Eastern Division 

Sir . 

New Echota Georgia 

I hav e the honor to re port that I arrived 

at this Post on yesterday and from inf ormation received from 

Genl. Floyd there are but few (i f any) Indi ans within the 

limits of this District. Genl . Floyd is now concentratin 

his command at this p lace - I shall de cli ne afsumin ~ the 

command, an d should my services not be r equi r ed at any other 

point in this Nation I h nve r e s pe ctfu lly to request orders 

to proceed to ashington and report to t he Adj ~ General of 

the Army f or other duty . 

I am v er y r es pectfully 

Yr ob : se r vant 

(Sign ed) V. R. Armistead 

Bri g . Genl . 

U. S. Army . 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emi gr . ) Fi le 81059 . Agency . 6/ 22 , 1838 . ) 
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Copy 

Lieut Colo. Vorth 

Head Quarters East . Distri ct . C. r . 

Fort Butler 24 ~1; June l838 . 

Chi ef of Staff &c &c 

Sir--

Cap~ Washington , with compani e s B & I 4~h Re giment 

Artillery under his command , left her e y est er day af ter

noon f or the Cheroke e Age ncy , having under hi s char ge 

about 1100 I n dians -- 300 Indi ans wi l l arrive her e to 

day f rom Cheowah , and in t wo or t h r ee d y s about t he same 

number from Fort Lindsay & Camp Scott . The whole numbe r of 

Indians , which hav e been collected a t the s everal posts in 

North Ca rolina , is so Ee t h i ng more than 3000- A fe w a r e still 

hiding in the re cefses of t he mount ains , & a numb er if f am-

ilies h av e obtai ne d p ermifsion f r om the Superint endant of 

Emigr ation , or his Agents , to remain & b e come citizens of 

N. C--. 

It is my belief that in f our or fiv e days every thin 

will h ave b een done , which can be accomplished , by the 

troops in this distri ct , & I h op e by the l~t July to ha ve 

dischar ged f rom servi ce the N. C. Militia . -- I shall or

der the s ev er a l Compani es to march to Franklin ; to be mus 

tered at that p l a ce , & as soon as I hear from Col . Bynum 

I will inf orm you of the points most convenient for their 

payment . I am respe ctfull y 

Your humbl e Ser~~ 

( Signed) Ab~ ~ stis Bri . Genl . 

(CIA: Cherok ee (Bmigr . ) Fi le Sl059 . Agency . 6/22 , 1838 . ) 
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Sir, 

Head Qrs . Eastern Divisi on 

Cherokee A ency , ~une 26 , 1838 . 

I beg l eav e to refer ypu to a letter of this date , 

addrefsed by me to the Adjutant Gene ral , ac companied by 

the copy o f one which I have just written to his Excellency 

Governor Ba gby. 

The coll e c tion of the Indians in N? Carolina , Tennef

see & Alabama , goes on well , & may a~Get be conside red as 

almost completed . Late r eports from Bri adier Gene ral 

Eustis & Co lonel Lindsay a r e to that effect . The fe,'l fam

ilies & i ndivi duals in the N? Carolina & other mount ains , 

will , I hav e no doubt , soon be induce d to come in by the 

Indian runners sent or to be sent out f or the pur pos e . 

Mf Bushyhead one of the runners alluded to , had not reached 

Valley river at the date of Bri g . Gen! Eustis's l as t note , 

a copy of whi ch i s enclosed . 

For the a ccommodat ion of the Indians with VI ood , shade 

& good water , I hav e gr eatly extended the limits of this 

emigr ating depot . It i s now about t hree m~ilie s & a half 

long , & t hr ee i n width. Fami li es & individuals , with very 

few exceptions , hav e b ecome cheerful . I have order ed all , 

who require i t , to b e vaccinate d . The operation has com

menced , & the supplies of every sort pe abundant . 

I am ext remel y anxious to s end off t wo , or three re i 

ments , of r egul ars f or the Canada frontier , & to follow 

myself . But ] f Rofs & his del ~gation have not arrived , & 
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an arrangement wi th them, I consider almost indispensable 

to justify the diminution of the regular force here . 
with money , 

I f I had thre e more paymasters all the militi a , un-

der my comrnand , should be dis charged in the next five days . 

As it is , the pro cefs wil l be a little slower , & many Com

panies unavoidably dis char ged without payment . 

I hav e no l ate corrununi cations , except co pie s of orders , 

f rom Was hirg ton , 

ith gr eat r e s pe ct , 

I have the honour to .be , 

Sir , 

Yr most Ob~ Serv~ 

Winfield Scott. 

Hon . J . R. Poinsett , 

Sec- of War . 

( OIA : Cherokee (Emigr . ) File Sl059 . Agency . 6/22 , 1838 . ) 
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COPY. 

Articles of agreement entered into this tent·h day of Aug

ust, one thousand eigh hundred & thirty eight , between J ohn 

Rots, Principal Chief & Superintendent of Removal & Subsist

ence, & Edward Gunter , Richard Taylor , James Brown , Elijah 

Hicks, Situakee & bite Path , on behalf of t he Cherokee Na

tion, East of the rive r Mifsifsippi of the first part , & Lewis 

Rofs of said nation of the second part , ITNEFSETH, That the 

aforesaid John Rofs, Edward Gunter , Richard Taylor , James 

Brown, Elijah Hicks, Situakee & Jhite Path do by these pres

ents, covenant & agree with said Lewis Rofs as hereinafter 

specified, That is to say, the said Lewis Rofs will furnish 

supplies to the Emigrat i ng Cherokees on their journey to the 

West, to be delivered at such points as may be require d at the 

rate of sixteen cents pr ration which shall consist of the 

followi ng i terns, viz: One pound of fresh beef or• pork, or 

three quarters of a pound of salt pork or bacon, three half 

pints of Corn meal, or one pound of wheat flour, (& if at any 

point on the route it should be impracticable to procure 

either flour or meal , the said Lewis Rofs is permitted to 

furnish in lieu of the ration of flour or meal , three half 

pints of corn.) also four pounds of coffee, eight pounds of 

sugar, & four quarte of salt, to every hundred rations , all 

of which shall be of good & merchantable quality - Also the 

said Lewis Rofs engages to furnish Forage for the teams & 

horses employed in sai d emigration , at the rate of forty 

cents per day for each horse, ox or mule , the ration to 
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consist of one peck of corn , or twelve quarts of oats , & 

eight pounds of hay OI' fodder . And the said LevJis Rofs fur

ther engages to supply three pounds of good hard soap for 

every hundred ra tions , at the rate of fifteen cents pr. 

pound. And the said John Rofs, Edward Gunter , Richard Tay

lor, James Brown, Elijah Hicks , Situakee & ~ hite Path , for 

& in consideration of the faithful performance of the fore 

going engagement on the part of the said Lewis Rofs , do here

by covenant & agree to make payments to him from tine to t i me, 

on account, provided the means for so doing be furnished by 

the United States, & finally to make faithful payment of the 

balance of the whole account -agreeably to the receipts of the 

authorized agents of the nation , accompanying the several De

tachments. 

In testimony whereof the parties aforesaid have hereunto 

set their hands & affixed their seals at the Cherokee Agency , 

East, on the day & date above written . 
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Signed, sealed & acknowledged) Triplicates signed) J~Rofs (SEAL) 

in presence of Edward Gunter (SEAL) 

Thomas C. Hindman R. Taylor (SEAL) 

Geo. M. Murrell James B own (SEAL) 

Evan Jones. Eli jah Hicks (SEAL) 

his 
'bite Path X (SEAL) 

mark 

Lewis Rofs (SEAL) 

It is also understood & agreed by the parties to the fore

going agreement that the Creek Indians who are now within the 



Che rokee nation East , & who are to be removed with the Chero

kees are to be included under this contract . ~itness our hands 

& seals this t enth day of August . 1838 . 

Witnets. 

Tho~s C. Hindman . 

(Signed) John Rofs (SEAL) 

Lewis Rofs (SEAL) 

Head Quarters, Eastern Division 

True Copy 

H B Shaw A.D.C. 

(OIA : Cherokee (Emigr . ) FileS 1110-1084 . 'aterloo, Ala . 
1838. Cherokee Agency . S-1110 . ) 
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Hon. C. A. Harr i s , 

Comr Ind. Af fairs. 

Sir, 

Cherokee Agency East 

16~~ Aug~ 1838 . 

At the s pecial request of Gen! Scott, I herewith enclose 

to you a Copy of a Contract entered into between Mr . John 

Refs and Mr. Lewis Refs for subsisting the Cherokees and For

aging the i r horses on their route west, by whi ch you will see 

that the Gent recognizes Mr . John Rots as Superintendent of 

Cherokee Removal . 

~hy i t wa s given~ to forward to you , I cannot under

stand, unl ef s it was intended to inform me that my services 

were no longer needed as Superintendent . If this inference 

is correct, I must ask for an investigation of my Official 

Conduct, a s I take it for granted that if it was the inten

tion of t he Department to have me superseded, I have have 

been advised of the fact . 

Very respectfully 

Yr . Mo . Obt. Sert . 

Nat Smith 

Sup~ Ch . Em 

(OIA: Che r ok ee (Emig r . ) FileS 1110-1084 . Vat erloo , Ala . 
Cherokee Agency, 1838. S- 1110 . ) 
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Abstract of Proposals f or f u rnishing Rati ons of Subsistence 

to the Cherokee Ind i a ns received by Capt R D c Coll ins USA 

Prin MilY Disbg Agent Ind Dpt. 

John W. Johnston 14 5 

Emzy Vilson 13 7 ~ 

L. N. Clark ) 
) 13 00 

John Titsworth ) 

Glasgow & Harri son 12 9 

. 
R. D C. Collins Capt . USA . 

Prin . Mil . Dis . Agt 

Little Rock, 

Arks, 

Sept 26t;tl 1838 

(OIA: ~estern Supt' y (Emi gr . ) File C 829- 841 - 864 . 
c 841.) 

Little -Rock . 



Estimate of funds required for the subsistence of Eight 

thousand Cherokee Emigrants fo .. the .. ouths of November 

December & January next ensuing . 

For the subsistence of 8 . 000 Cherokee Emi grants 

for the months of November December & January 

next ensuing at 12 . 9 Cents per Ration $93 . 000 00 

~i 93 . 000 00 

R. D C. Collins 

Capt . USA . 

Prin . Mil . Dis . Agt 

Lit tle Rock Arkansa s 

September 30~h 1838 

( OIA: 
Rock. 

,l!estern Supt ' y ( 1,migr.) File C 829-841 - 864 . 
c 864.) 

Little 



Lit t le Rock 8 Oct . 1838 

Sir 

I have the hon our to enc~ose contracts ent er ed into 

with Mers r~ Gl as gow and Harris on f or subsisting e i ght thous 

and Cherokees f or t hree mont hs , and fo r subs i s t ing t he I ndigent 

Ind i an s of various t ribe s i n the s. w. Terri t ory . The bonds 

cor r esponding are not yet comp l eted . They will be compl et ed 

and forwarded in a few days . 
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I enc lose also an abs t r ac t of bids received f or subsi t 

ing eight thousand Cherokees for three months . The f ac ts and 

ci r cumst anc es mentioned in mine of 16 Sep~ have operat ed to in

crease the price o the ration to a higher rate than has usual l y 

been paid on former cont racts . 

It has been su gested to me by one of the most discreet 

Indian Agent s , and it is also the r equest of some of the pri n

cipal tribe s of indians that w ere judged best by the I ndian 

Agent s and Ifsuing Agents s to ck cattle and hogs be i fs u ed to such 

Indigent indians as are l i kely to make a wi s e use of them, i n 

li eu of daily or monthly ifsues of corn and s l aught ered beef . 

Experience proves that where thes e poor and wrecklef s creature s 

are fed with b read and meat rations at sta t ed period s , they ar e 

too p~one to l ook f orward to the day of ifsue , without making 

any e f f ort t o a ccumul a te the means of dependi ng on the i r own 

resourc e s. 7hereas i f supplied wi th a cow or a ~ow , and t aught 

the advantage of having t he milk of the f or mer , and the increase 

of both, and u rged mean time to subsi s t, each one hi s f amily, 

on the corn part of his rat i on; and by means of of his hoe 

and gun, and able t o pr ovid for themselves . 



Coinciding with these views , I very respectfully suggest 

that where judged expedient the agents be allowed to ifsue 

stock cattle and hogs in lieu of the slaughtered beef ration 

even should a cow so ifsued to a family ration that family for 

more than a month . 

Very respec tfully 

Your obt . Servt . 

R. D C. Coll ins 

Capt USA 

Prin . Mil . Dis Agt; 

C. A. H8rr1s Esqr •• 

Com:r. Ind. Af • 

(OIA: estern Supt ' y (Emigr . ) File C 829- 841 - 864 . 
c 841.) 

Little -Rock . 
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Bon. c. A. Harri s , 

Comr . I d n • ffa i rs , 

Cherokee gency ~aat 

October 18 , 18 8 

.::> ir 

I have t he honor t o in~orm you that in 

Order to pay t he expenses connected wi th t he r emoval of t he Cherokees , 

and t o ~ind up t he businef s here , an additional sum of not l efs than 

t lOO.OOO will be required . I have t herefore to r eques t that you i l l 

take i nto cons i derati on the propriet y of immedi atel y forwarding t hat 

amount to Capt . Page . 

Very Respectfully 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr ) Fi le S 1111- 1200 
Cherokee · gency S 1200 

Nat J · th 

Supt . Sh. Em. 
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To, 

Sir, 

Encampment of Indians 

2 miles west of Pulaski Tenn~ 

3!d November 1838 . 

c. A. Harris Esqr~ 

Comm~ Ind. Affairs 

On the 27~h ultimo I had the honor to report to you 

from near Winchester relative to the Emigration of the Party of 

Cherokees under my charge. Since that time we have pur sued the 

direct road thro Fayetvi~le & ¥ulaski leading to Memphis, part 

of which we found very rough , but our rate of '!'ravelling has 

averaged between 10 & 12 miles a day . 

Nothing of much importance has taken place .since I 

last wrote . Some of the Indians have lost a number of their 

41 0 

oxen, f rom eating poisonous weeds, but the progrefs of the Party 

was not interrupted on that account . The people have been gen

eral ly hal thy, and every thing relati,re to our movements is at 

present going on well . 

In my l etter from inchester. I enclosed an agreement 

I had made for furnishing this Party with Subsistence & For

age upon the Route, but before any supplies were furnished 

under it, I dis~overed from information I received from the 

, est that it would be better not to let that contract go into 

ef'fect. 
The Terms therein mentioned would probably be reason

ably profi table about half the route, but would not be so, in 

Arkansas As I had required no Bonds to be given to carry the 



Contract out the whole distance and as the t con ractor could 

not safely give them at the prices mentioned I h , ave determined 

to annul the contract, anct to continue to furnish the Party 

by purchasing the provisions on the road, Nhich plan I have 

thus far found to answer very well, by sending an Agent a little 

in advance for that purpose . 

In this way I have been able by employing a very exper

ienced & efficient purchasing Agent , to procure supplies at 

the ordinary market price in the country thro ' which we have 

parsed, & I will therefore continue to pu~sue t he same plan, 

so long as I find that economy may thereby be consulted. 

I t~ke it for granted that the Department is well in

formed of the great difference in the circumstances of this 

Emigration from those which have preceeded it, & in whi ch I 

have been concerned. I have reference to the increase i n the al-

lowances of Transportation, Subsistence, and Contingencies, 

made to the Cherokees, no doubt in consideration of their 

great advancement in Civilization, and which is undoubtedly 

in accordance with the humane & liberal policy exercised to~ards 

these people. The expense attending their Removal will there

fore be much increased over that of the ordinary Indian Tribes, 

but whilst the Ter ms of the Treaty are complied with, in re

moving them comfortablz to the new country , where this Party 

is concerned, I shall continue to see, so far as it is within 

my power, that a due regard is paid in conducting its Removal 

to ecconomy & despatch. 

I am sir, very Respectfully Your Most Obed~ serv~ 

Edw Deas, Lieut U S Army & DisbS Agent Ind . Depn~ 

(OIA: Cherokee (Emigr.) File D257-259-265. Pulaski. D-259.) 



To, 

C. A. Harris Esq;~ 

Encampment of Indians 

(nea:r-) Memphis Tenn~ 

24 . November 1838. 

Commifsioner of Indian Affairs. 

Sir, 

The Party of Cherokees Emigrating under my superintend

ence, has just finishe~ the crofsing of the M1fs1fs1pp1, and we 

shall set out again tomorrow morning in the direction of Little 

Rock. 

Nothing of pa:r-ticular importance has occurred worthy of 

being mentioned since I last had the honor to addrefs you upon 

this subject, on the 3~~ instant . 

Every thing relating to our p1~ogrefs has gone on well 

since that time, excepting some delay in the crofsing of the 

River at this place, caused by the breaking of the Steam Fer:r-y-

Boat. 

Yesterday I shipped up the Arkansas River a considerable 

quantity of . the Baggage, Pot - ware &c &c, on very low terms, 

which I think will result in a good deal of saving in time 

and expense . 

I hear, agreeably to the expectation which I enter-

tained, that the Roads west of this thro~h the Mifsifsippi 

& White River Bottoms are in very good order for the present 

season, and I therefore hope we shall be able to proceed on 

our journey with as much ra.pidi ty as we have hi tberto been able 

to travel; and unlefs great changes should take place, we shall 



have e~rycause to congratulate ourselves on having taken the 

longer Route, f or the reasons which. I have ment i oned in a former 

communication. I have the hono r to be_, Si r , 

Very respectfully 

Yo . Mo. Ob- Serv~ 

Edw Deas 

Lieut U s Army & 

Disb~ Agent 

Ind . Dep1i 

P. ~. It appears to me well to mention at this time , that I 

have now amongst my Funds, Draf~s amoun1..lng to $7 , 000 - , 

drawn by Capt - J. P. Simonton Disb$ Ag~ In Dep~ , on your

self, in my favor, for current funds in Philadelphia Mifs ! &c 

Edw Deas 

(OIA: Cherokee (~migr . ) File D257-259- 265 . Memphis. D- 265 . ) 



Cherokee Agency , March 20~h 1839• 

T. Hartley Cr awford Esq . 

Co~fsioner of Indian Affairs 

Sir 

Your letter of the 21~t December la~t , to Capt . William 

Arm.strong, Superintendent of India.n Affairs , s? Western Terri

tory ha s this day been received; together with an Extract ot 

a letter from the Texian Minister to the secretary of state, 

dated 26~h November 1838. 

The instructions given by the War Department , so far as 

respects the Cherokee Nation shall be fully carried into effeot 

by me, and a "thorough investigations to ascertain the truth of 

the allegation tfierein contained" shall be made: But to put 

the Texian Minister and the Secretary or Wa~, at eaBe as to 

combina,iong~for invading Texas, or committing depredations 

upon the property _of its citizens, there is not a word of truth 

in the state ment , so far as regards the Cherokees of this coun

try. - Many years ago a party of Ch~rokees from the East de

clined settling on the lands allotted to them by the United 

States , and removed to Texas, where they now remain; but they 

are not considered as belonging to the Cherokee Nation, nor do 

they clai m or receive any part of the annuities secured to the 

Cherokees west: Nor has any respectable Cherokee joined them 

from thi s country for twenty years . The only emigrants from 

the Cherokees west, to Texas consist of thieves and Vagabonds, 

who abscond from the tear of punishment under the Cherokee 

Laws. - So much I have felt myself bound to say in regard to 

the Nation I am concerned with . - As to other Tribes or Nations, 
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I am not requi red by the instructions to i nterfere . But I am 

ot ·opinion t hat the cause of alarm to the Texas Gover nment and 

people originated among the Indians of their own state , and 

was not promoted by any of the Na'tions under the controul or 

patronage of the United States . 

· I expect that Cap~ Armstrong wil l inform you of an af

fair that caused considerable excitement in the Choctaw coun

t~ and el s e where. Nitack-a-chee who is principal Chief of 

the Choctaws in the Red River District adjoining Texas , lost 

his Election on the last choice of Chfe:f's, and from resentment 

on account of his disappointment, endeavoured to enlist a party 

to go int o Texas , but whether to aid the Tex1ans or the Mexicans 

I expect he did not care. Notwithstanding .all his efforts , he 

could not r aise twenty Warriors; and the expedition was aban-

doned. 

With respect to many of the Tribes mentioned by the 

Texian Minister , I think he ought not t o make any complai nt 

against the United States; -For instance he mentions the ·Kick

apoos. A small Band of this nation are settled in Texas and 

have been there twenty years : - The remaining part of the Na

tion live on the Mifsouri River near Fort Leavenworth; and I 

do not believe they disturb any nation . - I know of no such 

Band as Coshattees: There are none such in this Country . 

The Caddoes near the United States are a small Band that live 

where they settled many yea r s ago . The Mi nister mentions the 

Tawackanees : I know of no such Tribe : I f he means the To

wack-ka-ros, they are a Band of the Comanches and Ki oways 



~ of the great Prairie with whom the Uni ted St ates have a Treaty 

ot Peace and Fri endship , made by A. P. Chouteau and myself, 

on the 26~h May 1837·, and ratified l~t February 1838. Be

sides Sir, these last mentioned Tribes are Wandering I ndi ans 

that tol low the Buffaloe wherever they go , and they r emain 

longer in Mexico than they do in the Western Pr airi es of the 

United States . - Upon the whole , it is my opinion that if t he 

Texian Government would provide the means to conquer or repel 

their own Indians, they woul d meet with no disturbance from 

the Indi ans under the controul or patronage of the United 

States. 

I beg pardon for thus travelling out of the record of 

my instruction~; but my object was to afsure the Secretary of 

War that no occurrence has taken place of late , or is likely 

to take place in this Country, as evidence of a want of good 

taith in the Government - of the United States towards the Indians 

in the Wes t , or towards the adjoining Republic of Texas or 

Mexico. 

I am, Si r, with great respect , your Obed~ servant 

M. Stokes, Agent for 

the Cherokee Nation . 

(OIA: Cherokee FfleS1420 . Cherokee Agency. S- 1420 . ) 
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~~~rt~ 
D. Kinta Es qr . Acting 

Washington City 30~~ April 1839 

commitsioner of Indian Affairs , 
Sir 

The Cherokee Nation & its citizens are friendly to Educa

tion, and feel great interest in the selection of Teachers , or 

the character of such missionaries as may be sent from time to 

time, by the Benevolent Societies of the u. s. To secure them

selves (the Cherokees) from the contaminating influences of any 

bad missionary, the l ate · treaty provides that the Committee, of 

the lation constituted in that Treaty should select such Teach

ers & missionaries to be removed with them to their new homes 

from the Eas t to the West . This has been done - But others not 

!elected have gone, promising good character, who will be capa

ble of doing good & to which the Committee does not feel dis 

posed to object while they conduct in a manner worthy of their 

profession as pious Christians, being zealous to do good & to 

abstain from intermeddling in the poli t ical affairs of the Na

tion. ~aving in view the good of the rising youth of the Chero

kees, we f eel & we have no doubt, that the Government will proper

lJ appreciate - that feeling, that no one should be admitted un

der any pretensions , as a missionary whose character is believed 

to be tarni shed by crime always abhored by civilized nations. 

Such is the Character of one Evan Jones , an Engl ishman who was 

sent as a mini s t er & superintendent of a missionary station in 

the chartered limi t s of North carolina when our nation existed 

there. He i a now making arrangements to organize a missionary 
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Station i n our Western Country , at the Deleware Old Town on the 

Spavineau amidst a large population of Cherokees who are set 

tling in that Country. hen he arrived as a missionary in our 

old Nation , he brout there a wife who was considered from i n

forma t ion a fine , cultured lady and acted as an exemplary woman 

unti l she died . Rev . Evan Jones then married a kind of assistant 

woman i n that mission who is now living with him . She had a sis 

ter also l i ving with them named as I believe Mifs Cynth a cun
ningham and consequently under the immediate protection of the 

Rev. Evan Jones her brother, living with him in a strange land 

& nation . She was unsophisticated with the blandishment s of 

ornamental learning, but there is no doubt pofsessed a good 

character, with out guile until she was seduced and ruined . The . 

great day for her, the time of trial which all women have to 

pafs i n fulfilling their destiny on earth to give increase of 

their spec i es, ~~/~if~~, at last arrived. She had to endure 

it all i n secret, with out the aid of female friends & medical 

counsel , because, she had committed the shameful deed - One 

man however stood by her side in her agonies - the minister 

of t he Gospel Rev . Evan Jones. She waft heard to scream in her 

enclosed room, add her case was not known until she was dead, 

& laid out on a Board & Mrs . Sanderson discovered her infant 

lying be tween her legs, secreted there with the knowledge of 

Jones. Jones took her aside and requested her counsel - He 

said that if this event was known it would injure the mifsion 

and asked her whe~ther the child ought not to be buried in 

private & i n secret apart from its mother . Mrs. Sanderson 
said not t he ch i ld must be washed and buried i n the arms of its mother t 
~ 



The were so buried but no inquest was held over them. 

Rev. Mr . Jones was arrested for murder with his wif e 

by the authorities of North Carolina , and Mr . Joseph Wilson 

was the prosecuting attorney for the State . He is a brother 

of rour late Commifsioner, to execute the treaty - Mr . J ones 

was acquit ted for want of proof, but under the strongest be 

lief of the Circui t Judge that he was guilty - He was di s

charged with a reprimand from the court - · Of course I stat e 

things f rom i nformation of respectable persons - The report 

is spread abroad in our land & among a large portion of an 

intelligent people Mr . Jones is Dispised & abhorred . Shall 

such a man be allowed to prea~h to the Indians? Shall he teach 

them rules of char ity & virtue, with his face blackened wi th 
the 
darkest c r i me . I should suppo3e that all the benevolent so-
~ 

cieties of the world would say not I now say it, & I desire 

you to bri ng this case before the consideration of the Ron . 

secretary of ar to the end he may be expelled from the Chero

kee Nati on , and forever debarred to enter it . 

I am your friend 

J . A. Bell 

Prest . Com. Cherokee Treaty . 

(OIA: Che r okee File B725- 726 . ashington . B- 725 . ) 
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Cherokee Agency, Bayou Menard June 24thl839 

Cap~ Wil l i am Armst~ong, Superintendent of 

Indian Affairs , of Weste~ Territory. 

Sir I s end you herewith three reports; - two from the Principal 

Chiefs · of the Old Cherokee Nation who first removed to this Coun

try; and one from John Rofs and a portion of the late Emigrants 

who arrived under his direction. 

About the 1oth to the 19th June the Cherokees of all 

parties held a Council at their new Council House at Ta .kat.

tok kuh. The whole Nation ~as invited and about six thousand 

attended for the purpose of reconciling all differences and 

uniting in forming a Government for the whole Choctaw people. -

This ob ject was clearly and distinctly exprefsed in all their 

lette r s and mefsages. Genl. Arbuckle and myself attended two 

days, by special invitation , and did all in our power as friends 

and Mediators . e found that the parties did not agree but we 

saw nothing like hostility . On the 15th and 19th I received 
of which 

by exprets, the two reports, el the Copies are herewith sent 

Marked wo 1. and 2. And on the 21~t I reed by Exprefs the re-

port from the Rofs party Marked N? 3 . 

When Ge.nt Arbuclrle and Myself got to the council 1t1ajor 

John Ridge and his son John Ridge , Elias Boudinot and his 

brother Stand atie were all present, but they all left the 
have 

Council Ground that evening, and (As I since understood) 

apprehensive of danger . It was known before they went away, 

that most of those concerned in making the late treaty of New 

Eohota had joined the old Cherokee party , Who first removed 

to thi s country, and were opposed to John Rots and his party . 



killed 

I am exceedingly sorry to inform you that John Ridge waa 

on the lath June Inst . Hi r . s ather Old Major John Ridge 

on the 19~h and Elias Boudinot was killed on the 2oth I nst . The 

murder of Boudinot was t~eacherous and Cruel. He was afs1stlng 

some Workmen i n building a new house, Three men called upon him 

and asked for medicine, He went off with them in the direction of 

Woostars, the Mifsionary, who keeps medicine . About three hun-
a 

drerds yards from Boudinot: When they got about halt way two of 

the men seized Boudinot and the other stabbed him, after which 

the three Cut him to peices with thei.r knives and tomahawks - -

This Murder taking place within two Miles of John Rots~ 

his triends were apprehensive it might be charged to his Conniv

ance, and at this moment I am writing there are Six hundred armed 

Cherokees around the dwelling of Rots, Afsembled for thi s protec

tion. The murderer of the tw5 Ridges and Boudinot are certainly 

or the late Cherokee Emigrants and of course adherents of Rofs; 

but I cannot yet believe that Ross has encouraged the outrage . 

He is a man of two much good sense to Embroil .hls Nation at this 

Critical time , And besides his Character since I have known him 

h b ifi Gen1. Arbuckle which is now twenty five years , as een pac c . 

has invited all the principal men of both parties to meet i n 

Council tomorrow at Fort Gibeon to Endeavour to Effect a recon

ciliation. I f it proves succetsful I will inform you . I have 

deemed it my duty to make this communication at this time lest 

these horrid t ransactions in the Cherokee Nation sho~ld be dis

represented; Ten of Ridges frien~s Called on me yesterday; They 

aa7 they know many of the murderers of their friend s : but they 
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would not disclose to me the names of any : Although t here were 

several of My old f riends and acquaintances among them: I am 

glad of one thing . I am on terms of fri endship wi t h al l parties, 

and they all agree that there is No int ent i on to injure or dis

turb any of t he whit e Citizens of the United States. 

I am Sir 

With gr eat respect 

your Ob~ Serv~ 

M Stokes . Agent for 

Cherokee Nati on 

A 6/24 1839 Stokes , Gov . M. t o (OIA: Cher okee File . gency . , • 
Wm. Armstrong . Forwards 3 reports, etc . ) 



Sir 

Choctaw Agency West 

September 17:h 1839 

Your communication of the 24th July has been received 

and I have the honor to inform you that I have made the ~ost 

diligent enquiry and obtained as I beleive correct informa

tion, a s to the value, and present condition of the reservation 

of land under the treaty of 1928 with the Cherokees , Claimed 

by the heirs of Edward DuVal, The tract of land embraces some

thing between twenty nine hundred and three thousand acres, the 

only portion of it fit for cultivation lays on the Illinois 

Bayou near where it empties into the Arkansas river, running 

up both sides of the Bayou, there is between four and five 

hundred acres of good land, about forty five cleared, and oc

cupied by two tenants, placed there by the heirs , The balance 

of the l and is pine hills, such as is back from the river, and 

running about two miles to where Mr DuVal built his dwelling, 

at this place there i s a fine spring, which was no doubt the 

inducement to build so far from the only tilable land on the 

tract, The fences buildings &C. have gone very much to decay, 

there i s about forty five acres cleared and in cultivation, 

the bottom land containing between four & five hundred acres, 

is the only valuable land belonging to the tract , the remain

der is not worth paying the Taxes on except that part imme

diately a rround the spring . Capt Vashon advertised the land 

for sale in t he newspaper at Little Rock , The Agent of the 

heirs protested against the sale , Capt Vashon did not attend 

on the day of sale, nothing further was done . Lands sell very 

423 



low in Arkansas unlefs located in the Cotton region, this is 

not. I t would be very difficult to find a purchaser for it , 

Indeed i t could only be done by seperating the bottom land 

trom the balance of the reservation, by doing this is might 

be sold, and also the spring with perhaps a half quarter sec-

t1on, 

Very respectfully 

T Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Commr of Indian Affairs, 

Washington City 

Your Mo Obt ser~ 

wm Armst rong 

Act Supt W T 

(OIA: Cherokee (Reserve) File A-682. Choctaw Agy . 
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Washington City 

To the 

Hon: H. Crawford , 

U. St a t e s Commifsioner 

of Indian Affairs, 

Si r•: 

March 19th . 1840 . 

, 

The Western Cherokee Delegation respectfully lay before 

you the present Claims of our nation & people against the united 

States, and hope that they may be favorably received, and con

sidered, and arrangements made for their payment as soon as prac 

ticable, i f it is believed they are entitled to so favorable a 

result. 

Owi ng to the short notice we had previous to our setting 

out from home, the necefsary papers relating to most of the 

Claims are not at present in our pofsefsion, but the most of us 

are knowing to the Claims , and will endeavor to give as much in

formation upon them as we are enabled to do . -

It is not our desire to prefs upon the United States Gov~ . 

any Claims that our nation & people are not Justly entitled to, 

either by Treaty or by promise from the Agents of the United 

States -

We hope that the limited information , and the absence 

of the necef sary papers at present i n proof of the Claims here

in presented will not impair the Justnefs of them, but receive 

a candid and fa i r consideration . 

lf~ A Bal ance of Claims due the Cherokee people for Stock 

lett & strayi ng back i nto the country abandoned under Treaty 1828 . 
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The s e Claims were made out under instruct i ons from the 

Agent, and t ransmitted to the United States Indian Department 

about the year 1837 . Amt about 7 or 8000 dollars . _ 
d 

2.. Amount of Services rendered in moving Dutch & party from 

Red River to his nation, done at the request of Capt Gee : vashon 

then United States Agent for the Cherokee nation. March 1833 •••• 

Estimated a t $2027 . See Documents accompanying this marked A. 

This claim may want some explanation which the Delegation can give 

42 

d 
3.. Claims for horses taken & property destroyed by the Osages, 

belonging to the Cherokees , done in violation of Treaty 1833 ex

isting between the Osage & Cherokee Nations . 

4~~ Clai ms paid by the nation to its own people out of Nation-

al funds for spoliat ions committed upon them by the Osages say 

$3000. 

This amount is merely mentioned as being about the grofs 

amt: believing that a part of the Amount was paid out of funds 

appropriated under Treaty 1828, and only a balance then would 

have been paid by the Nation - The true amount however can not 

be asc ertained at present, and the Amount is here merely mentioned, 

- Any amount that might be agreed upon would be satisfactory , if 

the Claim should be allowed . 

These Clai~s were held by the Cherokee against the Osages 

for Spoliations committed some time previous to the year 1829, 

and not included in the Treaty of 1828 . 

The Claimants were about to make War upon the Osages on 

account or these Claims , The Chiefs of the Cherokee Nation by 

the advice of the Agent Maj . Duval , told the Claimants that if 



they would not persist in a ~ar upon the Osages, that they 

would lay their Claims before the National Council for consider

ation and payment out ot· the National funds . 

The National Council after centering with Ma j: Duval, 

agreed that it was advisable to sat i sfy the Claimants, and mem

orialize the United ~tates Congrefs to have the same amount 

refunded to the Nation; accordingly Due Bills on the Nation 

were Issued to the Claimants to satisfy them, and prevent a 

war, but the Due Bills were not setled untill Capt Vashons 

Agency, whose sudden death, and the distracted condition of 

the Nation since that time to the present, has so deranged 
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the affairs of the Nation, that positive & satisfactory evidence 

upon this claim, can hardly be produced, - Yet we well recollect 
that the 
~these were ~Cond itions upon which the Nation paid the Claims . -

Wm. Thornton. 

Secty. pro tern . 

Respectfully Submitted 

for your Consideration . 

wm . Dutch. 

Chief of ~estern 

Cher: Delegation . 

( OIA: Cherokee FileD 436- 435 . Wa shington. D-436 .) 
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