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Cr eek Nation 7 . January 1831 . 

To. Tucke.ba chee .hajo & Oc- te - aohe Ematla 

Brothers 
your 

Having full confidence in your prudence and good 
;. 

intentions towa rds our Nation , have appointed you as a Deli 

gation 'Pem-~ke to vi sit Washington City during the present 

seting of Congref s . And by the authority vested i n us, as 

head chief of thi s Nation do appoint, and constitute you 
& Thomas Carr 

and each of you as such . also Paddy Carr ~as your interpreters 

t o Repres en t t he Creek Nation in all manner of things which 

its inte re s t depend before the Congrefs of the United States, 

and also t o the President of the United States. Je have 

chosen Major John H Brodnax as our fri end and Agent on the 

Mifs ion you are particularly required to advise with h i m on 
to 

a l l businefs which may be transacted in relationAthe affairs 

of the Nat i on . And in no instance are you permitted to ad-

vise or take the adv i ce of any Tribe or Tribes of Indians or 

any other persons t alks except it is in accordance with the 
what is 

adv i se of your Agent . or~embodied in the memorial which we 

intr ust with you to be presented to Uongrefs . our good 

conduct and wel l doi ng will be expected by your Country 

men 

With evor y conf idence of succefs 

We h ave this day i n Open Council Representing the 

Creek Nation. 

In presence of 
John H Brodnax 

N F Collins 

Paddy Carr Intr 

Subscri bed our names . 

h i s 
Neha l x Micco P chief of the Nation 

mark 

his 
Tus kexNe hah Haw of Cowata 

mark 



his 
Efi x Ematla of Cowata 

mark 

his 
Onis x Hajo of Broken Arrow 

mark 

his 
Neha x Ematla of Hitche tee 

mark 

his 
Tus ke x 'Nehah. How of Chehaw 

mark 

his 
Tuste nuc x Hajo of Ufala 

mark 

(OIA: 1831. Creeks (Emigr.) Deputation in Council . ) 



Brown Hotell ,,. ashington. 15. Fe bY 1831 

To Major Hamilton Head of the Indian Department 

Brother 

It appears from a conversation that took place 

this morning with our Agent Col Brodnax and our Father the 

President, That ~here is a Mi s construc tion of our businefs 

to this place, That we are here for the purpose of prose

cuting the question Mr . Wirt has i n the Supreme Court in 

relation to Indian rights , Ve can say to you that we have 

no such instructions from our Nation. Vle have b een ap-

pointed only to a ttend to Such businefs as immediately con-
, , I 

cerns our own people, Fe have no'q:>usinefs in the Supreme 

Cour t, Our businefs was entirely with the Secretary at 

War & the Congrefs of the United States, 

~ e hope that you will be so kind as to take our in-

structions to the Secretary and make the necefsary e xpli

nation in relat i on to our businefs. "l e are very sorry 

that such an opinion has been entertained you, can see 

very plainly that we are differently instructed. --

We wish you also to make an enquiry of the Secritary . 

If we can be permitted to draw on our annuity. fo r such an 

amount as will pay our expenses. We have been detained , 

aD shall be again owing to the oad and in 

Thos. Carr interpreter 

11th high regard . 

' 'J e have the honor 

very espectfully to be Yr 
his 

Tucka-bachee x hajo 
mark 

his 
lj'683 Octe. achee Emarta x 

mark 

(OIA: 1831. Creeks (Em1gr.) Deputation in Council.) 



Ce Cocha hitch chee Council Ground 

slJ. April 1831 

To the Honorable Secretary of War. 

r.re the undersigned head chiefs and Warriors of the Creek 

Nation. feel ourselves constrained by the circumstances in 

which we are unfortunately placed, Solemnly to addrefs you 

again, All the talks we have ever received from our Father 

the President we have receiv ed them as evidences of paternal 

regard. 'le believe, he has only talked to us. as . he would 
white 

have done to his ¥ee children placed in a Simular Condition, 

~ith considerable reluctance we have been compelled to refuse 

a Compliance with his wishes toward removing to the ~rest, 

our aged Fathers & Mothers beseach us to remain upon the 

land that give us birth, where the bones of the kindred 

are buried so that when they die they may mingle their 

ashes together, they view a removal as the worst evil that 

can befall them 

The Country afsigned us west of the Mifsifsippi we 

acknowledge has been rep r esented to us by our friends who have 

moved to it - to be r ich and full of f ine game, that they have 

been prosperous in raising fine crops of Corn, But they can

not refrain from writing us the unhealthinnefs of the Coun-

try. the many deaths that have taken place amongst them; Our 

people, view health as the greatest hapinefs they enjoy From 

all infor that we have received, it is a grave yard. The 

Country we now occupy is healthy and plentifull . rich for 

us to make a plenty - our attention is now entirely to labour 

our game is all gone we make a plenty of corn and raise fine 



hogs & Beef cattle 

We sent a deputation to visit you this last winter. 

they were required by us to make our Complaints. known to 
A 

you, They have returned they report to us. they discharged 

the duty. that was encumbant on them. That they communicated 

both to yo~ & our Father the President. our Vishes - and 
have 

Situation A part of their businefs, was to Abeen communicated 

to Congrefs - particularly our claims against the U. s . for 

lost property and monies Coming under the Mineral Spring 

treaty of 1821. they state the Shortnefs of the Sefsion and 

their late arriva to the City pr evented their affecting any 

thing therefore it lies yet unsettled 

Thru enquiry to you made when there they state you was 
• 

to an~wer when more at leisure than you were wkeB at the 

time it was made 

We cannotavo d repeating to you the necefsity of Keeping 

the white people our of our Country. We say now what our 

deputation did when at the City to you in one of their com

munications every thing bad is to be expected from our pres-

ent situation, ~e have bad red people that we could not con-

trol. You have the same characters, among your white chil

dren - Controversies will arise and blood Shed will be the 

end 

We all do every thing we can to present such conduct 

but it will be of no effect. It never will answer for the 

White and red man to live together, they can not agree. 

murders have already taken place; both by the reds and 



whites. We have caused the red man to be Brought to justice, 

The whites go unpunished we are weak, and our word and 

oaths, go for nought, Justice we dont expect, nor cant get, 

We may expect murders to be more frequent; Should the whites 

be permitted to move amongst us, They Bring Spirits amongst 
us 
for the purp ose of pract i c i ng frauds . they daily rob us of our 

property. they bring white officers among us and take our 

property from us; for debts that never was . Contracted . ~e 

are made Subj ected to l aw We have no means of Compronending . 

~l e never know when we are doing write, there are many other 

evils at tending the whites settling our Country that is here 

too t edious to mention . But before we conclude we particular

ize one Case .of a Major Dixon Coming into our Country and 

spoiling our Timber - and rais i ng a Mill all wi thout our Con

sent - thi s is only one of the many Such trespafses, that is 

in our Nation , by the ' hites . Je pray that our Father the 

Presiden t will take our Situation in to Consideration, and 

protec t us from Such intruders, We Bhall not offend, ~ e 

Shall ohly ac t i n defence, 've Shall endeavor to keep our 

people wi thi n our own limits that they Shall not intrude 

upon our Fathers white childrens land and when depredations 

are commi tted by us , we Shall punish such conduct, altho 

we look fo r no f avors , when we are abused . All of which, 

We Submit fo r the Consideration of you and our Father the 

President 

Your unf ortunate Red Brothers 

. M 
. I 



his 
Cusea x Mi cco 

mark 

his 
Tus ke ne haw x 6f Coweata 

mark 

h i s 
James Island s x 

mark 

h is 

Do 

Sco cobe x of Br oken Arrow 
mar k 

his 
Neha x Micco Principal Chief 

mark 

his 
Little Doctor x of Upper Towns 

mark 

Yoho lo 
his 

x Micco of Ufala 
mark 

his 
Salah tah x Nocho 

mark 

Manay way - of Oakfuskee 

his 
Tucke bachee x Micco -

mark 

his 
Oak fus kee x Yoholo 

mark 

his 
James x Boy of Tuckabachee 

mark 

(OIA~ 1831. Creeks (Emigr . ) Deputation in Council . ) 



Columbus Georgia May 31~~ 1831 

To the 

President of the United Rtates 

Sir 

The undersigned , Citi zens of Columbus , Georgia, would 

respectfully represent to the President of the United States , 

that the deplorable condition of the Creek Indians located 

within the l imits of Alabama demands the immediate pecuniary 

aid and parental care of the General Governraent. For the 

last six months the most intense suffering has pervaded the 

Creek Nation i n Alabama and your memorialists are daily wit

nesses of the wretched situation of the Indians and can con

fidently aver that they have never seen greater misery and 

want - It is a fact notorious to every individual residing 

on the borders of the Creek Territory that in evry part of 

it are large bodies of Indians in a state of actual starvation 

wiith no means or expectation of relief unless the afsistance 

of the Government be extended to them - In the white settle

ments ajacent to them they are daily begging from house to 

house for the means of subs i stence from hour to hour ~hey 

they have abandoned their homes thrown themselves in crowds 

at the doors of the whites relying alone for existence on 

the mercies and charities of the community and if they are 

not speedily relieved by some general and systematic plan 

great numbers of them must inevitably perish ~his dis-

tress is not confined to a limit ed portion of the Indians 

but embraces hundreds and infinitely more than can possi-



bly be preserved from destruction by the most liberal contri

butions of the Surrounding country -

The undersigned would further represent that the pres

ent if an auspici ous time fo r the prosecution of the plan 

of emigra tion - and that if a door were now opened for the 

reception of emigrants they would enrol themselves more 

rapidly than it would be possible to remove them to 

Arkansas -

If the President of the United States should in his 

judgement deem it proper to establish an agency for the · 

enrolment of emigrants or otherwise decide to furnish sup-

plies for the relief of those Indians who are in absolute 

misery and want we would respectfully but most earnestly 

recommend Mr Abner Chapman of this Town as a gentleman who 

f r om his long residence in the vicinity of the Creek Nation 

his cons tant and unlimited intercourse and his extensive 

acquaintance and influence with the Creek Indians is emi -

nently qualified to d i scharge the duties of Enrolling or 

~upp1ying Agent . 

{OIA: 1831. Greeks (in Georgia) Gov . G. R. Gilmer . 
Citizens' petition to President for their aid . The abovo 
communication was signed by 125 persons.) 

1 ·0. 



Sir 

Execut i ve Department 

Milledgevi lle 4th June 1831 

By request I enc l os e t o t he President a paper signed by 

very many highly r espec t abl e Gentlemen representing the Creek 

Indians who reside on the borders of Georgia to be in a 

miserably starvi ng condi tion and request i ng the i nterference 

of the Gener al Government for their relief . Information had 

been previous l y r eceived that· the lowest clafs of the Indians 

were in the mos t distrefsing condition . There is no doubt 

but tha t grea t numbers are prepared to remove beyond the Mif

sifsippi if the Government would supply them with the means . 

~lliethe~ all can be induced to do so at present is extremely 

doubtful. The whi te men half breeds , and wealthy chiefs who 

reside on the publ i roads, cultivate rich plantations , ovm 

the ferri es and bri dges and other places of profit , are exempt 

from t h e suffering which prefs upon the mafs of the Indian 

people. The white men can only be controlled by the laws of 

the Sta te in which they res i de . The half breeds and chiefs 

who are in t h e pofsefsion of the wealth and control the Gov

ernment of the tribe , wi l l not probably be i nduced to yield 

up these advantages, s o l ohg as the tribe can be kept to-

gether. If t he body of the people paf s beyond the Mifsif-

sippi their principal me n mus t f ol l ow . The y are not pre

pared to mingle with a whit e populat i on o t o be made mem

bers of the same Soci ety & Governmen t . 

I would therefore most r e s pec t f ully s ugges t to the Pres 

ident the importance of so alter ing the pres en t pl an of the 

l l 



Government for the removal of the Indians to the west of 

the Mifsifsippi, as to authorize them to enroll for emi
they 

gration and t hatAbe sent from the States as rapidly as 

pofs1b1e. 

I would avail myself of the present opportunity of 

stating to the President that I am engaged in collecting 

a great variety of facts in relation to the present state 

of the Cherokees withi n Georgia with the view of calling 

his attention to the use of the .means which may be found 

most efficient for carrying into execution the contract 

of 1802. --

"ith sentiments of the most 

respectful consideration 

I remain &C 

George R. Gilmer 

To 

The President 

of the U States 

(OIA: 1831. Creeks (in Georgia) Gov. G. R. Gilmer. Citizens ' 
petition to President for their aid.) 



Creek Agency 

July 21st 1831 

Sir 

The Acting Secretary of Wan has authorised me to emp loy 

Your Services to Vaccinate the Creek Indians, f or whi ch he s ays a 

reasonable compensation wil l b e allowed on my Certificate of 

Your having been s o employed I ther efor e by the Authority 

in Me Vested hereby r equest that you will p er f orm t hat duty 

and with as little delay as posible . 

Doc~ Wharton 

Present --

a true Copy 

I am r e spectfully 

Your Obt Ser 1 t 

Jno , , C ro·we ll 

Agt f or I . D. 

(OIA: 1831. Creeks ( Agency ) J ohn Crowell. Dr . Wharton . ) 
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Vestcrn Creek Agency 5~~ Nov~ 1831--

Si r , 

I have the honour to forward to you some vouchers for 

money that has b een paid by me fo r the purposes therein 

spe ci f i ed - The Ghiefs of the Creeks has been compel ed by 

t h e wan ts of thei r poor , to expend the greater part of their 

Annuity for Clothing for them; and ammunition fo r their war-

r i ors and hunt ers , this was in consequence of thei r not hav-

i ng received their dues from the government . - This annuity 

is the first money that they have received since they have 

crofs ed the Mifsifsippi , and they have a large amount due them 

from t he government - There is but few of them that have received 

the Rifle Guns & Ammunition, Bl ankets , Braf s Kettl s , Beaver 

Traps, and Butcher Knives , that has been promised t o them; 

and t hey are in great want of them; as there are many of them, 

that have not Armes to defend themselves against the depre-

dations of the wild Indian or Pawnees ; who appear to be at 

war with every nation . - -

I was informed whil e at ~ashington last spring that there 

had been, one thousand Bever Traps, and as meany Rifles for

warded to Co~ Crowell , which were intended for the s e people; 

and I was in hopes Co~ Crowell would have been , ordered to 

forward t hem on here before this time - The winter or Spring 

is the most f avourable time for them to be sent on as the 

Arkansas River i s generally navagable at those seasons . -

' 

14 



I have the honour to be Sir 

With great respect 

Your Ob~ Servt 

Jn<: Campbell 

The Hon -

Lewis Cafs 

Secretary of Wa r 

(CIA: 1831. Creeks in the ~est (Agency). John Campbel l . ) 
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To, 

Fort Mitchell, a . 

Col. John Crowell , 

Creek Agent . 

Sir. 

De c:;' 5~J: 183 . 

I have the honor to enclose you , my ac

count for se rvi ces render~d in Vaccinating a portion o the 

Creek I ndians . In stating that the mount charged indi vid

ually is much lefs than that required in our Cities or 

Similar a i d , I beg l eave to remind you of the great expense 

I have been sub j ected to in this emp l oyment of sistants, 

Guides, and Interpreters , a s a lso private edi cal atten -

ance on the Troops during my occa sional ab s ence from the 

Fort. 

The duty in ~Ihich I have be en engaged vas exceedingly 

arduous, and fati guing ; exposing myse f to a l kinds of 

wea.th r, visiting those infected wi t _ the Sma =Pox , and 

in sever a l instances checking i ts urllher progrefs , by 

burning dead bodi e s , house s , &c . &c •: 

I have r evacci nated different To,vns the s econd and 

third times , as ~ell as distributed vaccine matter to the 

chiefs, wh ch compelled me to purchase gr eat u tity 

from the Indians thems e ves , and other indi viduals . 

You will perceive that thG same to~ns are mentione 

once or twice in the account ; th s arose from portions 

16 



of the different to\vns attending appoint ed me etings. 

I subscribe with much Respect 

Your obt Servant 

w. L. Whatron 

( OIA: 1831. Creek (Agency) Jobn Cro ~;e ll. Dr. fuarton .) 

·. 
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Creek Agency Deer 8~ 1831 . 

Sir 

Your Dept . h aving u thor_z ed ie to emp oy the Servicc 3 

of Afst Sure;eon art on of th s post to Vac ci n te te-¥ e-

ei:.aa.te the Creel'" I nd ans; I di d on t h e 2 _ ~ ~ o Ju y 1 st 

employ him to perfo rm that duty , an d he has rendered to me 

his acoount for Sai d Servi ce s a c companied by a l e t te r of 

expl n ations , both of ch ar e her e i th Submi t ed , or 

You r considerat on ; I a so , enc os e a copy of .y l e t e r 

o f appointment to She tha t I complye vi t h the i nst ruc

tions of your Department . 

It is due to Doc~ \marton and h is afsistants that I 

should State t hat t h erv ce p erformed have b een a r duous 

and expensive , d have no doubt b een t e eans o Savi n g 

the live s o thou ands of I ndi an s , a s wel a to Stop the 

disease from pre adi ng runong t he whi te popu at i on on t he 

frontiers. 

I have the honor to be 

The Honbl 

Lewis Cafs 

Secretary of ar 

~ashington City 

Your 0 t . Ser vt . 

Jno ,, Crowe 1 

Agt f or • A. 

{OIA: 1831. Creeks (Agency) John Crowell . Dr • . fuarton . 

18 



We the unders i gned Off i cers of the 4th I nfantry do 

her eby certi fy , that during t h e preval en ce o t h e umall 

Pox among the Creek Indians (Ala)_ Do cto r · L Whar ton has 

made great efforts to ar re s t it s progrefs , i n do i ng which, 

he has sub j e cted himself to much expence i nconveni enc e 

and f atigue --

Fort Mi tchell Ala) 

J any 1~~ 1832 

J Clay 

Lt . 4~h Inf 

T. R. A ezton 

Lt . 4th Inf¥ 

J ohn Page 

Capt 4th InfY 

V Burnet 

Lt . 4 Infantry 

S c. Ben t on 

Sut er U. s. roops 

( OI A: 1831 Creeks (Agency) J ohn Cro ell . Dr . · arton . ) 
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Fort itchel A a 

Jan 1~~ 1832 

To the Hon, 

Lewis Cafs, 

Secre tary of nar 

Sir . 

Agreeab y to Instructions from Office 

of I ndian Affairs, to Col . John Grove 1 , Creek gent , 

dated 22~~ ult. I have the honor to enc ose a certified 

statement of the number of days in which I have been en

gaged Vaccinating Creek I ndians ,. 

I n stating that my own services were i nadequate o 

the performance o the duty , I beg l eave to inform you , 

that I 1as necefsarily compelle to emp l oy those of an 

Afsistant constantly , thus subjecting myself to heavy ex

pense; and advis ed that the compensation wou d be a r eason

able one I 1a ~ i nduced to consu t the opini on of Physic i ans 

in the vicinity o the nat i on , as to what 'Jould be a r eason

able charge . 

I h ave t he honor to enc ose a Certi icate gi ven by my 

fellow officers and other i ndividuals 

I have the honor to be 

V' ith sentiment of respe t 

Your Obt : Ser vant 

V • L. 1fuarton 

(OIA: 1831. Creeks · (Agency) Jo Crowell . Dr . fuarton . ) 
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(A Copy) 

Ma jor J. H Hook 

U s. Ar my . 

Sir, 

Washinr,ton larch 6th 1834 

We \rl ll endeavour to answer your enquiries r espectin ) 

the r e sour ce s of the Cofu~try i n the vicinity of Fort Gib

son wi th much p l easure , and trust. that our s t at ements wi .ll 

be toler ab l y corre ct . 

You ask tr ~hat is the pr obable quantity of corn , that 

will , e r a i sed by t he Indi ans , & white Inhabi tants in the 

vicinity of Fort Gi bson , the appro a ching or pre'"'ent season . tr 

Fort Gibson is situated on Gr and River , · a northern 

tribut ar y of the rkans as, 4 miles from i ts . mouth - The 

Verdi gris, another northern stream empties into the Ark

ansas h a l f a mi le above the mouth of Gr an d River . The l as t 

stream, f or some di stru~c e f or ms the boundary between the 

Cherokee & Creek Indians - The Creek se t t l ements extend 

for a short dis tance belo t he mouth of Grand Riv er , 6n 

the South; and from the Verdigris - on the North s i de of 

the Arkans as, f or somet hing l i ke t wenty miles up the r v er , 

and ar e makin cons i derab l e progr efs every year. 

The s e t t l ements ar e dense , an d many of the f rms ex

tensive, and well cult ivat ed . The I ndians , many of them 

working a l ar ge f orce of Negro es . 

It i s i mpof sib l e t o say "'hat quant i t y of cor n wi ll be 

21 



raised in t hat fertile re ion, in a tolerably good season ; 

but from the quantity furnished during t he winter of 183 2-

33 - a safe estimate may be made . 

During that winter, it r equir ed somet hing li ke s ix 

thousand.·bushels of corn for the Garrison, and in addi tion 

300 Rangers had to sup ly themselves . 

There was an abundant supply in the country f or ever y 

purpose , several large Boat loads ~as taken below fo r t he 

Choct aws. 

The av erage price , de liver ed a t the Ran er Camp , one 

or two miles above the mouth of Gr d River , vvas 37ta c ents 

per bushel, and large qu ant ities was procured at 25 cents , 

by taking it from_ the Cribs . 

The reas on why corn is now scarce & h gh in that Coun

try, was occ asioned by the unprecedent ed rise i n the Ar an s as , 

l as t June, destroyin a r eat portion of their c rop s ; and 

yet t he Creeks r a i sed an abundance , f or their o ~n us e, nd 

hav e sold considerable quantities bes i des. 

From the industr y of the Creeks , and from the pros pect 

of a oo d mar ke t the approa ch i ng seas on vv e have no hesi t a 

tion in saying, t hat should the season be tolerably ood , 

an abundant suppl y will be r a ised, f or the ar r i s on, 

Dragoons, ~ Indians, and we think at about an avera e 

price of 37~ cents per bushel . 

In addition to what will be r a ised in the Creek Coun

try, above Fort Gibson, the Cheroke es have ve r . fertile 

2 2 



country on both sides of t he Arkansas , about t he mouth of 

the Illinois river , s ome t h i ne like 40 mile s by ater bela 

Fort Gibson . Large quantiti e s of corn may be procu r ed t he r e , 

at somethin li~e t ho above price , pe r h ~s a lit t le hi~er . 

At Fort Smith 1 20 mil es by wat e J? , P, 57 by l and be lo \7 

Fort Gibson , t he Territory of Arkansas commenc es . Lar e 

quantities of corn i s r aised in ordinary seasons on the 

River in the Counti e s of Crawford & Po pe , and can be pur

chased at the above p rice , perhaps lower . 

Beef is now f u r ni shed at Fort Gi bs on f or ~~3 . 25 cents 

per Cwt & we think any qu antity may b e procured a t that 

price , if not lo1er . 

The Pork u sed in that country i s gen eral ly mas t fe d . 

Three doll ars pe r cwt may be est i mat ed as a fa i r price . 

Salt , made at t h e Grand Saline , 45 mile s above For t 

Gibson , on Grand Riv er , can be de liver ed at about 7 5 cent s 

per bushel . 

Ve have t h e honor to be 

Very r espect f ully 

Your Ob~ Servant~ 

(Si n ed) Davi d Holt 

( do ) Tho~ E. Wils on 

( OIA: 1834 . Misc . Major J . H. Hook . ) 



st 
For t Gibson Ark . 1-- April 1834 

Sir 

Unfortunately I did not receive instructions from you 

to act as Disbursing Agent of the Creeks, until near the 

close of March. They were incorrectly forwarded to Little 

Rock, although I had left a . ·request with the Post master 

here to forward them to tne 0hoctaw Agency~ - I closed my 

account at Fort Smith, and put up nu~ice there, as I d i d 

here also on my arrival, on Saturday evening (29;~) for 

entering into a contract to furnish· the creek emigrants 

until 1!!~ s-ept:'. As many people were to be here on the 

Monday 3l;J, to bid ~or furnishing the Cherokees; I pro

proceeded immedi ately on Sunday to the Creek country to ascer

tain the number of the emigrants, - to w~at time they had been 

subsisted, - to ascertain their place of residence, to know 

where to make deliveries, &C . Gen. Campbell, Agent , is ab

sent. To my disappointment and mor.tification, I found that 

Mcintosh had already, 28 Feb¥ I believe,) anticipated me , and 

had issued six months in advance ; so as to finish the part 

(59,) and l eaving only 3, I bel i eve , to be sunsisted . This 

is not all. Col . Chouteau has taken on with him to ashing

ton City the vouchers abstracts &C to enable hi m to receive 

not only pay fo the final six months subsistence of these 

emigrants, but al~o the vouchers &C to enable him to receive 

their Commutation allo~ance for emi grating . I immediately 

returned to this place and took down the notices which I 

had put up. 

24 



Whether this prompt manouvre of M~Intosh was intended 

to secure his own interests b efore the arr ival of a Disburs-

ing Agent, ~ho was expected to take charge of the matter ; 

you can judge as well as myself fo r I have not yet had time 

to examine into it. 

Mcintosh called on me at Fo. t Smith, on his way to ~a sh-

ington but as I had not then received your instruc t ions, I 

was not authorized to act on his claims . I regret very much 

that I am so foiled in the more immediat e ob j ect of my mif-

sion here. As soon as the ifsues were completed the emi

grants scattered through different parts of the nation , some 

to the distance of forty mites or more , I am told . 

I shall however immedi a t ely take the best measures to 

ascertain personally their number at present , - the number 

when they arr ived , and all the informat ion that I was directed 

to obtain . I will also exami ne into the fact and make arrange

ments for payments fo r the subsistence and commutation allow

ance of those who did not emigrate with Mcintosh . 

Very respectfully 

Brig. Gen. Gee . Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub . 

Sir Your obt . Servt . 

J . Van Horne Lie ut 3 Inf 

Disbursing Agent fo r Creeks 

(OIA: 1834. Creek ( Emigr.) Lt .VanHorne, Disb. Agent est .) 
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Fort Gibson 8 April 1834 

Sir 

I enclose a mus ter-roll or register of the par ty o£ 

Creeks brought out by Mcint osh shewi ng the alterations since 

the original muster eas t of t he Mifsifs i ppi, also a r ol l of 

those who emigrated on the i r own r esources. I saw and r egis 

tered them personally. 

I have paid t he two Fi she r s who emigrated on their own 

resources, ( and who have sub sisted themselves since they 

came, 27 June 1833) f or the i r year s subsistence , $25f5o 

each, ( 9 aents p rat i on, ) about t h e same (7 1/5 cent s , ) 

which Capt Brown paid Mcintosh for subsisti ng t h e part y 

brought by h i m. I have not yet r e ce ived instr uctions from 

you no r Capt Br ovm to pay the allowance, (twenty dolla r s 

per head,) f or emi gr at i ng , to these individua l i ndians . 

They are anxious to receive it , to afsist t hem in f armi ng . 

If you have them on hand , I would be glad to r ec e i ve 

some bla nk Abstracts of Provisions ifsued , 1 onthly and 

quarterly Abstract of Disbur sements fo r Contingenci es , and 

Accounts Cur:r•ent. 

Immediat ely on my arr i val here, I i nfor med you t hat I 

had been anticipat ed in the more immediate obj ects of my 

being sent here . . hat I then vent ured to suggest as the 

object of Mcintosh pa r t y pr ocedur es ; I have since found to 

be the t r ue one. r cint osh i s i ndebted to certain traders , 

who to secure payment fo r themselves i nduc ed him t o take 

this measure. 



I have been requested by the indian commifsioners to 

go to the Seneca lands , and purchas e and deliver to the 

Senecas & Sha~ who are represented as being in a starv-

ing condition about 400 bushels corn and to take from thd.s 

post about t wenty five barrels pork for the same purpose . 

As I can do so without interfering with other duties , I 

have consented. 

I have rece ived yours of 24 Feb . and have promulgated 

its contents to the Creeks and others in this neighbour

hood. 

Please inform me whether slaves are t o receive the 

same allowance for expenses of removal and the years sub-

sistence as i ndians . 

I am Sir very respectfully 

Your obt . servt . 

J . Van Horne 2 Lieut 3 Inf 

Disbursing Agent Creeks 

Gen. Geo. Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub . 

(OIA: 1834. Creek (Emigr.) Lt . J . Van Horne , Disb . Agent 
West. The ink used in above letter is so dim that it is im
possible to read some of the figures ,- particularly those 
connected with the rations; it may be that some of these 
are incorrect as t ranscribed . ) 
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Wa shi ngt on Apri l 21st 1834 

Hon Lewis Cass 

Sec r etar y of Va r 

Sir, 

The unde rs ign ~d Del1.gation representing the Veste rn 

Creek Na tion beg l eave to Submi t for your consderation there 

Just claims on t he government of the United States 

Unde r t h e Tr eat y of Ei ghteen Hundrd twnty Six the com-

pensa tion allowed to each Creek Indian That would Emegraet 

est should ~eceive Thirty dollers 

The part y of Emegrants under the d i r ection of Mess . 

Crowell and Blake amount i ng to Twelve Hundrd, Enigrated 

after the provision of the Law had expierd There can be 

know doubt of the Just i ce of there Claim to recieve the 

compensation extended b¥ the Law, as they understood They 

would be on the same footing of there Brothers Emegr ating 

previus unde r that Law , the commisinors consider this claim 

as comming under the favourable consideration of the ~ar 

Department, 

e beg to submit for conaideration the Cla im we are en

titled to of Five Sections of Land given to us by the Estern 

Creek Nation we wi sh to dispose of this Land to the govern

ment We pr esent to you t he Cla i m of Si xty Creek Indians 

Emegrated under Genl MCintorsh Wes t; Those are entitled un

der Treaty 1832 to t he r e propotion of lands according to 

the provisions s e t forth in sa i d Treaty 

We present for your consideration Claime s for property 



lost for Improvements abandoned East , provisions furnished 

by Creek Indians ~or the subsistance of Indians in megrat

·ing to the ~est thos e claims had been in the hands of the 

Agent Three years and there has been no report on them and 

we have deamed it advisable to lay them before you 

Vi e would ask the Hon Secretary attention to our !meade

ate wants we are indebted largly to the Citizens of the 

United States for articles our people stood in need of the 

Nation has pledged there anuity for the payment of those 

debts and we wish if possible to discharge those debts , by 

aney means that may be due us from the government we trust 

in the paternal care of the goverment and if aney mode can 

be sejested to, releave us we sh~ll allways feel gratitude 

for your attention to our wishes 

his 
Roley x Mcintorsh 

mark 

his 
Fush Ruche x Mco 

mark 

Chilly Mc intosh 

Kes Lewis 

(OIA: 1834. Creeks West. Del egat ion of Mcintosh party .) 



Wes t ern Creek Agency 22~~ April 1834 

Sir 

Your l e tt e r of the l B~h FebY has been received, and the 

instruction s there i n cont ain ed will be duely attended too . 

I regret to state that whisky is find ing its way into 

the Creek nat i on ; mor e this spring then i t .has fo some time 

pr evious; i t i s braught into their Country in small kaggs of 

from four to f i ve gallons each; but a number of persons are 

embarked in t h i s t r affi c ; and it ;s productive of evil conse

quences t o the nat i on; - And as the B~h Clause of the circular 

of the 6~h of May 1833 - prohibits the Agents from Cal ling 
\ 

on the Militar y to effect i ts Seizure under the Act of July g~h 

1832, without Special authority from the Department; it com

pletely enables them to go on wi thout interuption; as i t is 

impofsible f or an Agent to Seize Ardent Spirits from the In-

dians without haveing the evident power to inforce his author

~ty; wher e ver Spirits are , there will be a number of half 

d runk Ind i ans; who would be unwilling to see the spirits taken 

from them; - an attempt being made and a failure; woul d only 

encourage them i n thei r course of putting the authority of 

the gove r nment at defiance; - I am Clearly of opinion that 

the India ns would not be so hard to manage if it was not for 

the white men amongs t them ; who are the first to Complain 

of the r egulat i ons of the gover nment being opprefsive to 

the Indi ans; - The Comillanding officer at For t Gibson, does 

not consider hi ms elf, a t l i ber ty to i nterfere i n the stop

ing of Ardent Spirits f r om comeing int o the Ind ian Country; 
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under existing - regulations; therefore the Cherokee Country 

is entirely inundated with this articl, i t has been braught 

in by wagon loads to Buyou Manard with in three or four miles 

of Fort Gibson, if I am no t wrongly informed there has been 

at least one hundred Barrels came into tha t settlement with

in the last six months and while this i s the Case it will be 

impofsible to prevent the Creeks from the use of this 

article. --

I am Sir respectfully 

Your Obedient Ser vant 

Jn° Campbell 

Ron, Elbert Herring 

Commifsioner Ind Affrs. 

(OIA: 1834. Creeks est ( gency) . Jno . Campbell . ) 
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Fo~t Gibson 29 April 1834 

Sir 

Since my re t urn fr om the Seneca Country a few days since , 

I have endeavoured to find out from the Creeks brought out by 

Chilly Mcintosh l ast Sepf , in what manner they have been sub

sisted. I have di s covered a piece of maneuvering , which as 

it implica t es some persons of great power and influence may 

ther efore subject me t o their enmity; yet I deem it a sacred 

duty paramount to considerations of this sort, to protect 

the weak f r om the strong , and conscientiously to develop the 

schemes of traders and designing men which I believe intended 

to defeat the just aims of this goverment, or to deprive un

tutored ind i ans of their just dues •. I :f.ollild it difficult to 

sift out the truth, so much are indians and whites influenced 

by the s chemes of traders , and by their own interests. 

The Cr eeks brought out by C. Mcintosh say that Mcintosh 

subsi s t ed them at first pretty well , that afterwards they re-

ceived no beef. The i fsues were very irregular; sometimes 

for six day s ,- sometimes for a month . Chilly went a hunt ing 

before chr i stmas and left Saml . Brown his brother as agent . 

Br own fed them f or a while , after which , they no longer re

ceived either beef or corn . They had to beg of their neigh

bour s. This i s p robably exagerated by them. 

Sa l ly Harrod says that she paid B. Hawkins $759 for ex

penses in bringing out her 18 negroes , and for subsisting 

them on the way, and from l Ot h a rch , (when they arrived,) 

until 1st Sep. (when she a rrived .) She says that these 
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negroes never rec e iv ed mor e t han t welve days rations of beef 

and corn. That fo r t he rema ihder of the year she subsisted 

them herself. She is enti t l ed to the allowance of ~20 p . 

head to these 18 negroes . But as I understood ~: Love that 

Mcintosh or Col. Chot eau have taken to qa sh ington vouchers 

to draw the commut ation al l owance for the whole party , I 

think it best t o wait unt i l I hear from you before paying 

her. She s eems wor t hy of r elief . 

But with r espect to the last six months subsistence, I 

found that on the l~r of March Chilly gave to each individual 

or head of family a due bill some for $12. 25 , some $12 . 45 for 

each individual s subsi stence for the remaining six months . 

Soon aft er this Chilly l eft here for 1ashington City . He told 

them to present thes e due b i l ls to s . Brown , his agent , who 

would g ive them corn at $1 p . bushel for them, or if t hey 

wanted cattle, t o take them ~o M: Love who would get cattle 

from Col. Choteau; or i n the third place they could trade 

for the whole amount of the i r due bills at Love ' s store . 

But he ordered them strict l y not to trade or sell their 

due bills to any pers on except Brown , Love , or Col . Choteau . 

They never r e ceived any cat tle . Bro~m at f i rst gave them 

some corn on thei r due bills , amounting in all to only 

about fifty bushels; wh en, by an arrangement with Col . 

Choteau, he so l d all his corn, ( about 300 bushels) to 

the osages • . Col. Choteau has gonetoWashi ngton. Love 

is absent also, pe rhaps gone t o ashi ngt on . The indians 

are t herefore l eft without any means of obtai ni ng subsist 

ence inasmuch as Love 's stock· of goods has f or some time 
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been nearly exhausted . They say that they are in a starv ng 

condition, and can get no corn nor mea t . Chilly ~crntosh is 

largely indebted to Love & Col. Choteau . How the two last · 

ar~ connected toge t her i s not generally understood . They 

have lately been partners, and sti ll have deal i ngs together . 

Col. C. is a man of high standing and gr eat influence . 

Love has l atterly been carrying on the trading establish

ment of which Col. Chot eau was until lately the proprietor . 

They have great infl uence in the nation . Gen . Campbell tells 

me that he ha s informed Love th~ he has no l i cence , and mus t 

leave t he nat i on. ihen I first arrived here , the agent was 

absent. I wa s proceeding into the creek country to ascertain 

their numbers, to what time they had been subsisted &C , i n or 

der to contract for supplying them, when Love eagerly me t me 

on the bank of the Verd i gris , earnestly and repeatedly afsur

ing me on his honour that Chi lly had on the 28 Feb . ifsued 

to the se people s i x months supply of corn a nd cows & calves , 

and that I need not trouble mysel f to go any farther, for that 

Col. Cho teau and Brown & himsel f had taken recei pts for 

these supplies from the indians ; and that Col . C. had taken 

these receipts i th t he abstracts &C t o a shington , to en

able Chilly & him to dr aw pay f or the last s i x months sub

sistence, and allowance of ~p 20 p . head for emi grating . I 

have since be en l ef t o believe t hat he wi shed t o prevent me 

from proceeding further and examining into the af fa i r . His 

repeated and po s itive afsuranc es, I r egret to say , did in

duce me to return under the belief tha t the party had been 



supplied with provisions for the last six months in advance , 

and that they had receipted f or it. 

Helis Fexico, one of these indi ans afsured me in the 

presence of the others, that shortly after Chilly left here 

for ~ashington an d just before Col . Choteau started, s. 

Brown br other and agent of Chilly prevai led on him (Fexico) 

to sign or put marks for each head of family or individual 

to a number of papers, which he suppos e s were the r ece ipt s 

for the last six months provisions ; that he himself with-

out the knowledge or consent of any of the party , signed 

the name of each to t hese recei pts by making hi s mark , for 

he cannot write . The principal men, heads of families, 

and individuals afsured me that they never had receipted 

or authorized any one to r ece i pt for them for this half 

years subsistence . Fexico says that Brown to induce him to 

do this, told hi m that Chilly had now given them due bills 

for the half years subsistence and that therefore he must 

have their rec e ipts to get pay from govt . Some of them have 

traded out nearly the whole amount of their due bills with 

Love. They were forbidden as above stated to trade any 

where except with Love . 

Before this reaches you it is probable Col. Choteau, 

Love & Chilly Mcint?sh wi t h their vouchers, will have 

called on you·for payment. I have thought i t my duty 

to make this representation to put you on your guard . 

I do it with pur e motives. I myself saw nearly all the 

due bills. They are signed by Chilly 1cintosh and dated 



1~; March or last of Feb. Sally Harrod wi th a family of 5, 

and 18 negroes, has a du e bill fo r onl y ~ 132 , which is only 

$6 each, for the half y ear. 

As t hese peop l e say t hey are near sta rving , I felt a 

strong disposition t o supply t hem with provisions , in s pite 

of the due bill s . But I was af raid it might cause trouble , 

and I have told them, that as they have given r e ce i pts for 

the full years supply I cannot furnish them . That I would 

stat e t he case to you , and await your instructions . 

Gen. Geo. Gibs on 

C. G. S . 

Very respectfully 

Your obt Servt . 

J . Van Horne Lt . 3 Inf 

Dis . Agent - Creeks 

(CIA: 1834 . Creeks ( Emigr . ) Lt . J . VanHor ne , Disb . Agent Jest . ) 
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Fo r t Gibson 7 t h May 1834 

Sir 

Si nce my last , I h a ve a scertained the fo llowing additional 

ci rcumstances rela t ive to the s ubsistenc e of Mcintosh party . 

Hells Fexico says that it wa s a t Love ' s store, where he 

was induced by Brown to s i g n recei pts f o r the whole party . 

That none were p r es ent e xc ept Love , Brown & himself . 

The p r incipal men of t he par t y say that Abram, (Sally 

Grayson ' s black man, ) emi grated on his own resources . He 

ov ertook Mcintosh ' s part y at ''hi t e r i ver , Ark Ter . and left 

them at the Dardenai, (o r Dardenelles , ) He r ode Sally 

Grayson ' s horse . They say Mcinto s h never s upplied hi~ with 

any provisions , e i ther whil e emigrating or since; except 

for about two we eks while he t r avel l ed with the party as 

above stated . They s ay that MC i ntosh pa i d none of h i s ex

penses whil e emigrat i ng . 

Cholar Fexico s ta t es that he never received any rations, 

d uring the ~hole ye a r ; and that c i ntosh gave him a due bill 

fo r ~25 . 12 ~ f or h i s yea rs subsistence . He states that he has 

t raded the whole amount of the due b i ll at Love ' s store . 

Toh- ho - pi - a - che t raded to the ful l amount of his due 

bil at ove 1 s store a lso . Billy ~ i l l iams received a due 

. 1 
bil l for ~ 15 . 12~ f o r p a r t of the first and the last s i x 

months subsistence . For this I now l earn he rece ved a 

Cow with cal f valued at ' 10, and traded for the balance 

at Love ' s store . 

Mcintosh ' s due bills a r e o f the fol l owin g fo rm . 



$36.75 Due Sintherkey Thirty- s i x dollars and seventy- five 

cents, balance fo r the term of twelve months . 24 Feb . 1834 . 

( Signed) Chilly Mcintosh 

This is fo r a f amily of three . It is marked on the 

face, Paid ~ 2- $ 6 .75 - ~1 . 62~ . 2 & $1 . th On the 5 •• May , it 

appears Love ' s c lerk , (Pennington , ) takes up this due-bill ; 

and g iv e s Sintherky another as follows , 

Due the b eare r fifteen dollars in g ood s . ( S i gned) H. Love 

5~b. May l834 . By Pennington 

In this manner many of the o r i g inal due - b ill s of Chilly 

Mcintosh are taken up by Love , and mad e payable at Love ' s store 

in good s. Some of these a r e signed by Love , others by Penning-

ton fo r h i m. 

Th ese emi gran ts also traded at Hill s store to the amount 

of d20 a head on Chilly cintosh ' s orders . 

Ve ry r e spectfully 

Sir 

Your obt servt . 

J. Van Hor ne 2 L i eut 3 Inf . 

Di sb Agent Creeks 

Gen. Ge o. Gibson 

Com. Ge n. Sub. 

(OIA: 1834. Creek ( Emi gr .) Lt . J . VanHorne , Di sb. Ag ent !est . ) 



The Hon: 

Lewis Cass 

Secretary of ar. ~ashington May 14 , 1834. 

Sir, 

The undersigned , - delegates of the Cherokees of the Vest , 

and Creeks, have been inst ructed by their people respectively , 

in order to give them more effectual protection .against their 

enemies, as guaranteed to them by Treaty , to request of the 

Gov ernment of the United States to establish not less than 

three Military Posts, to be located in a line beginning at 

the mouth of the false Ouacheta, On Red River , and running 

Northerly t o the Neighbourhood of the "Great bend" on the 

Arkansas - Should suitabl e positions on this line be o cupied , 

Our Settlements could then be extended along the Marg ns of 

the Rivers and thus the means provided fo r the support of 

our brethern of the east who are expected to emegrate at an 

early day to our new home . The advantages we look for from 

the adoption of thi s measure i n add ition to the Covering of 

our frontier, are , that by means of these establishments we 

shall be able to open a friendly intercourse with the numer

ous Tribes of I nd i ans to the J est, our only natural enemies, 

and bring them, through the i r wants , within the Control of 

our institutions, and accelerate the period when the further 

protection of the Unjted St ates may be withhel d . 

The subject of opening an i mmed i ate friendly i ntercourse 

with those people, i s one which has occupi ed much of our most 

earnest attention. Situated, howev er , as we are ; poor, and 

our estabiishments in the Qnntry but just forming, we cannot 
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anticipate any favorabl e r esults from our exert i ons but 

thr ough the aid of the Uni t ed ~tates . Ve are , accordingly , 

instr uct ed, to soli c i t of them the Appropriation of a few 

thousand dol lars to purchase suitable presents for distri 

bution among the wild Indians we propose to Visit in grand 

deputations from each of the Tribes lyi g i mmediately ~e st 

of the Arkansas and the State of Missouri . These deputa

tions to be unit ed i n to one body consisting of from one 

t housand to fi ft een hundred men , and to leave the Mili tary 

Pos t , on the Red River as soon as proper provision can be 

made . I t i s proposed to proceed to . the source of that River ; 

cross ove r to the waters of the Arkansas & Platte , and return 

by the way of the Pawnee Villages , & to risit, in that circuit 

eve ry Tribe from whom acts of host i lity may be apprehended

Should we be able to effect this most desirable object, we 

shall t hen s olicit to be accompani ed by an Agent of the Gov

ernment who shal l be present to advise with, and to record 

the whol e of our proceedings . Should we also be gratified 

in this l as t particular , we shall respectfully ask the priv

ilege of sel ecting an indi vidual well acquainted with the 

Country to be passed over , and wi th I nd i an habits and man

ners -

A compliance on the part of the Government with the fore 

going measures, wil l t end more t o give satis f action to the 

emigrating Indi ans than any other pol icy to ef fec t the same 

object, we know of; and t his -- induce s us to urge the mat 

ter upon your friendly and f avorable c onsideration . The fa -
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vor of an answer in writ i ng , t o be l aid befo re our people , 

is respectfully r equest ed . 

Ne a r e wi th gr eat r espect 

Sir, 

Your most obt : Servants . 
h i s 

Roley Mcint osh x 
mark 

his 
Litt le King 

mark 

Chill y Mcintosh 

K. Lewi s 

x Creeks 

John Rogers 

John Drew 

Jame s Rogers , 

Moses Smith 

(CIA: 1834 . Creek and Cherokee Del egations . ) 

Che r okees 

41 



Fort Gibson May 24~~ 1834 

Dear Sir 

I enclose you a co y o f a l et t e r I hav e written to 

Benjamin Hawkins o f t he Cr eek Nation r e s pe c ting the contem

plated council t o be h eld at o r near the falls o f Br azos in 

Texas on the 20 t h of n ext month -- As the proj e ct I h ve in 

view att a che s to its e lf some r e s ponsibility an d may be at

tended with some ris k I deem it my duty to plac e i t upon a 

b asis which shall warrant its undertaking ev en shou ld I f a i l 

in accomplish ing the ultimate object -- I f ee l desirou s there 

fore of obt a ining r e s pectable t estimonials of the Charact e r 

of Mr Hawki ns for veracity an d fidelity -- I lmow h i m to be 

possessed of much shrewdness n d int elligence , unequal e d 

perhaps, in t h is r espect, in the Cr eek Nation - an d I h av e 

~lways unde rstood that he was attached t o the gov ernment of 

t h e United Stat es, and that his word mi ~ht be depended u pon-

You h av e a eneral knowl e d ge o f the l eadin a n d pr i n - · 

ciple men o f the surrounding Nat ions and I v e r y respe c tfully 

ask you to say whether , in your op inion, I hav e p l aced a 

correct estimate on the char a ct er and qualifications o f Mr 

Hawkins -- I kno that yo~ f ee l a live l y int eres t that the 

great project o f organizin this Ind ian Terri to r y should 

succeed and as the ob j ect of the propos ed coun cil Jith the 

Camanches in June next have b een comnrunicated to y ou by Mr 

Hawkins I :rould be lad to s e cure your written opinion on 

the pros p ects it h olds out to meet these h itherto wild an d 
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hostile Tribes in council within the boundary of the Unit ed 

States 

You lmow how important it is to the prosperity of the 

new Indian Territory to secure a friendly intercourse between 

all the Indians within its bounds 

To 

Dr Pitcher -

ttTrue Copy11 

Lt. S W A Mont 

I am v ery Res pe ct fully 

Yr Obdt Servt 

(Si ned) S . C. Stambau h 

Aid-de-Camp & Act g-Asst.Adjt Genl. s . if . Fronti e r 

{ OIA: 1834 . est ern Supt 1 y . S . C. Stambaugh, Sec' y . ) 
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Fort Gibson May 26 . 1834 

Col. S . C. Stambaugh 

Dear Sir 

The M~ Hawkins o f whom you s peak in your l ette r 

to me of the 24- inst as being the author of some int erest-

ing and i mportant intelligence r espectin a proposed con ress 

of the semi civilized indi ans (native and emi grant) of Texas 

& the Camanches who inhabit the northern part of that coun-

try, i s a man , in my opinion, entitled to the confiden ce 

you seGm to have plac ed in him - He risked his life (at 

the time Gener a l Mcintosh lost his) to promote the views 

of the United States , was one of the fi rst emi r ants fr om the 

old Nation to the Arkansas , whe re I have known hi m for fou r 

years p ast - I know of no man in t he western Creek n ation 

'Iho could vv i t h more propriety b e employed to a i d the Offi c-

ers of t he Goverrunent in. bri.nging about the now anticipat ed 

interview with those Ishmaelites of the p l ains of Mexico 

and the u. States - That you may succeed in this i s t he 

earnest wish of Your obdt Servt 

(Sied ) F. Pit cher -

P. S. Your l et t er be i ng a Public document i s he r ewith returned 

"True Copy" 

L.t • "S . IV . · A. ~1on t 

Aid- de -camp & Actg Asst Adj /?/Genl S. f . Fronti er 

( OIA : 1834 . Vestern Supt ' y . s . c. Stambau h, Sec 1 y . ) 

' . 
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Fo r t Gibson 

May 26 ~1?- 1834 . 

Sir , 

I have t he h onor t o Communicate , in Acco rdance with an 

Understand ing h ad wit h y ou thi s f o ren oon , a Copy o f a Lette r 

which I addrefsed to Beni~ Ha~~~]ls , on the Sub j ect o f pro

cu ring a meeting with the Camanch~~ Ind i ans , and Mr Ha rki ns 

rep l y thereto - a l s o a Copy o f my letter t o Dr . Pit cher , 

in relation to the Same Sub j e ct and his ans ~er - number ed 

1 , 2 , 3 , & 4 . - The Commi fs ioner s of I n di an affai rs have 

had t he pro s pect of meetin these I n dians before them f or 

the l a st fift e en months; and have re c ent l y Committed the 

f urth er pros e c~ti on of i t t o y ou r dire c tion, I c onceiv e 

it to be p ro p er to br i n the pro sp e c t n ow a f f or ded of meet 

ing t hi s r ovin Trib e , i mmedi tely b ef o re you , as Command · n 

o ff ic e r o f the Fronti er , char ged a s I u n der stand espec iall 

wit h t h is i n t e r e st in bu sinefs - The Cou r se under existing 

Circums t a nc e s app ear s i ndi spensabl e too , as the Bo a rd , be 

side s b e i n g on the ev e of difsolut i on i s n o at resent i n 

Sefsio~ at this place , and the que s tion to b e det ermined 

r equire s p romptnef s o f Action , i f i t be f ound desirable to 

avail ou rs elves of Mr Havkins inf ormation : afsistanc e . -

He will w~±l b e Compe l led a s you Vi l l p e r ceiv e by his 
l 

lette r to l eave this p l a c e f or Tex as " in the Cour se of thr ee 

or fou r days 11 
• 

I b e li evethe Co r r e spondenc e en c l o sed , brin before ou 

a l l t he i nformation pof sess e d by Mr H 'I ins . - n d , t aken 



in Conne ction fith what has be en ve rbally Communicated, -

it also presents to you my views in r e lation to t he Subj ect. 

Df Pitcher Sustains me in the op inion I have exprefsed of 

the intelligence , inte rity · f i delity of Mr Hawkins - He 

was among t he earli est emigrants of the Cr eek nation to 

this Cou try ; and was one of the Wealthiest , most inf luen

tial ~ important men of the . M~,Into sh party : But owin ~ to 

Some Misunderstanding with the Chiefs l as t fa ll , he r emov ed 

with his family to Texas , and has returned here \Vi th_n the 

l ast we ek f or the purpos e o f Set t ling his affairs in this 

Country.-

I f the pros pect now offe r ed of mee tin the Camanchee 

Indians imprefses y ou favourab l y towar ds adopting the p lan 

Suggested , I will be happy to Co-Operate with you in any way 

that I can be Serviceab le t o the Government in accomplishing 

the gr eat Object , about which the Pres i dent & Secr e t a ry of 

War , feel So Much Solicitude . -

I feel warranted in Saying that Gov~ Stokes , Pr es i dent 

o f the Board of Commifsi oners , will if n e cefsary , ( even 

after t he adjournment of the Bo ard, ) a ccompany the ex. ed -

tion that may leav e he re Some time hence , f or the pur ose 

of meeting & tr eatin ~ lith the Cnmanchee De l e a es wi thin 

our own territory . --

To ) 

Genl . Leavenworth 

Comdg S . V. Frontier 

Fort Gibson 

/ "True Copy11 &c. / 

I am v ery r e s pe c t fully 

Your Ob Servt 

(Sigd) s . C. Stambau h 

SectY Commif~rs 

TOIA: 1834 . Western Supt ' y . S . C. Stambaugh , Se c 1 y . ) 



(CIA: 1834. Creeks ~est . Chilly Mcintosh.) 

ashington J une 5~~ 1834 

Hon Lewis Cass 

Secretary of Var 

Sir 

In forming our treaty of the 14 Feby 1833, and whih was 

ratified the 7 of April last; it was stipulated that the Sem-

inola Ind ians in Florida was to be admitted amongst - us , A 

Treaty mad e with them, stipulates that a particular part of 

our country shall be se t a part for there occupency - these 

Indians are a part of our Nation and shou~d pofsefs, amongst 

us no seperate and distinct intrest, Stri fe and dificulty, 

which we desire to avoid will be the consequence, our great 

object and wish are that we may become a united people , 

already we have been divided too long and Trouble has been 

the consequence, If our country is to b e thus parcelled, 

out - we cannot hope that our ancient frendship will be con-

tinued, weMk therefore that you will please consider our 

dificulties and r ele i ve us of them by proposing a new con-

vention, with the Florida Indians , the inconvenience and 

dificulty we refer to may be prevented by there agreeing 

to Change the provision of there Treaty , which gives them 

a separate and distinct portion of our lands this, the Creek 

Indians west consider opprefs~ve and unjust towards them and in 

the pe rservence of it difficulties may and will be occa sioned; 

we remain in full assurance t hat our great Father will do us 
his 

Justice Roly x cintosh 
mark 

his 
Foshutchee x ~icco 

mark 

Chilly ~cintosh 

K. Lewis 



Creek Nation We s t 

17 June 1834 . 

Sir 

Owing to the r epeat ed r epre s entat i ons made to me by the 

Creeks brought out by Chilly MCintosh , that the y were i n a 

starving condition, an d no t fe eling myself authori zed under 

the circumstances to s bs i s them ; I made an appea l in their 

behalf to the Indi n Commi fs i oners who authori zed me , (on the 

15~~ May,) to is s ue one months rat i ons to forty - fi ve of these 

emigrant s ; hoping that within that time , I ~ould receive your 

instructi ons. 

I hav e not y et r e ceived i ns t ructions , and the emigrants 

are clamourous fo r a f u rther suppl y . They have deposited 

the due bills i n my hands ·which they received from C . . 1cin

tosh. They tha t thes e due-b i l l s are of no use to them, and 

that they cannot ob t a in the means of subsistence ith them . 

Perr yman, (one of the pri nci pal men of the Creek Nation,) 

told me on the 29¥~ April l ast , that S . Brown, ( Cintosh ' s 

agent,) aft er l e t t i ng the emi gr ant s have about fifty bushels 

c orn, had by an a r rangement with Col. Choteau , sold the re 

mainder of h i s cor n, (about 300 bushels , ) to the osages. I 

have since asc erta i ned that the uantity of corn thus said to 

have be en disposed of t o the os ages , was by no means so great 

a s this'; only about t hi r ty bushel s, as I am told by Brown and 

others. 

It is due to Col. Chouteau, and I take pleasure in say

ing, that for myself I have a h igh opinion of h i m as a liberal 

fair and honourable gentlemen. His great i nfluenc e and 

popularity with the various tribes of ind i a ns in this ne i gh-



bourhood, and his high stand i ng wi th the mili tary here , 

and at the ar Dept. pl ace hi m beyond the reach of my 

praise or censure. I have deemed i t my bounden duty to 

give to you the ful l and unvarni shed statement of these 

emigrants themselves: ye t as I have no proof of improper 

interference on t he part of Col . Ohoteau , i t becomes me 

frankly to declare that Jrsonally I i mpute no improper 

motives or conduct to hi¢ . 

Gen. Geo. Gibs on 

Com. Gen. Sub. 

Respectfully Sir 

Your humble servt . 

J . Van Horne Lt . 3 Inf 

Disb~ Agent Creeks 

(OIA: 1834 . Cr eek (Emigr . ) Lt .J. Van Horne , Di sb . Agent Vest . ) 



Sir 

Creek ation , Wes t, 

25 Jun e 1834 

I enc lose a muster- r ol l of two Creeks who emigrated in 

1833 on their own resources and who although ent itled to the 

allowance fo r emigrating and the years subsistence under the 

treaty of 1832, have not been supplied nor mustered . Enclosed 

also is a roll of ten Creeks and eight slaves who emigrated 

in 1831. 

Since my arrival here; the Creeks named in these rolls have 

applied to me for Subsistence and the allowance for emigrating . 

I referred them to Gen. Campbell , telling them that in Dec: 

last, I had called on him for a roll of all those who were en

titled agr eably to your instructions ; and that they were not 

on his roll •• 

It seems tha t the Agent (Gen . C.) omitted to enrol them 

at that t i me . 

~ith r espect to tho e who emigrated in 1831 ; although 

none except those who emigrated within two years were entitled 

to the benefit of the treaty of 1826 ; yet Gen . Campbell informs 

me that the benefit of its provisions were extended to those 

who emigrated more than two y ears after the treaty 1826, and 

before the treaty of 1832. If so, these emigrants seem to me 

as much titled to the benefit of its provisions as the others . 

The certificates of Gen. Cambell on these rolls shew to what 

these emigrants are entitled. I shall await your instructions 

on the subject. 
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The widow of Gen. Mci ntosh has represented to me that 

before she emi g ra ted , she presented a claim of about $330 

fo r stock stolen from her & her family by the whites . The 

claim wa s in the n~1e of her son Newnen, (a boy . ) She has 

been info rmed t hat the claim was allowed by the Commifsion

ers, ( Col. Crewe l & others ; ) and that Col . Abert was sup

plied wi th funds to pay the claim in the old nation . Be ing 

un~cquainted wi th transactions of this so rt , she incorrect

ly sent to the old nation by B. Hawkins, a power of attorney 

to dr aw the money i n her o~m name . She has never been able 

to ge t i t , a l though she says that a promise was given her 

t hat the amounts would be sent to her . If this sum i s at your 

di spos al, I am desired by her to say tha t you will confer a 

f avour by forwarding it, or a uthori zing its payment here . 

J ane Hawki ns alias Jane Carr , (siste r of Chilly ~cin

tosh, ) says that she was one of those who having mad e arrange

ments to emigrate in 1830, (I believ~) were prevented from 

doi ng s o by the i nterference of govt . They thereby lost 

t he i r c rops. ~5000 was appropriated by the U. S . to be dis

tributed among t hem to compensate them for this lofs . Her 

claim wa s presented and she has be en informed that it was 

allowed ; but she says that she never has received any part 

of t h i s $5000. She desires me to request t hat any sum that 

may be due he r on this account may be f orwa rded . 

As I am i gnorant how thi s $5000 was distributed, I 

told her that I would r epre s ent the mat ter to you. I 
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should be glad to have your instr uctions in thes e ma t ters. 

Gen. Geo. Gibson 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt. Servt. 

J. Van Ho ne Li eut 3 Inf 

Dis. Agent - Greeks 

Com. Gen. of Subsistence 

( OI A: 1834. Creek ( Emi gr . ) Lt. J . Van Horne , Disb . Agent Jest . ) 



Sir 

Vineyard , ashington County Ark . Ter . 

26 Octobe r 1834 

I enclose my r eturns for Creek Di sbursements for 3~~ 

quarter of 1834. Agreeably t o your i nstructions of 20 

June , I ifsued pr ovi s i on s to s uc h emi grants of Mcintosh ' s 

party as he l d h i s or i gi nal due bills , for not on y the 

ba l anc e s due but for so muc more as their rations fo r six 

months at 7 ~ ct s amounted to . Aft er ~, cintosh returned , I 

pursu ed the same course with Love ' s due -bills f or which tc 

Intosh held h i mself responsible·. I was under the imprefsion 

uhtil Mcint o sh arrived , that Sally Harrod and Abram(whose due

b ills have no credit on them, ) had not traded any . I t he re 

fore pur chased corn at 'n' l - p . bushel on the Canadian where 

t he former l ives; beef at 2t cts , and salt at 75 cts p . 

bushel mak ing S . Harrod ' s rations for 23 persons f or five 

months ( 6 mont hs salt,) amount to $196 . 42 and Abram ' s to 

, 10 . 24. (about 5 ~ cts p . r a tion, ) and I det ermined to ifsue 

to them onl~ t he half years pr ovisions at the actual cost , 

subj ect t o your approval . If you thi nk that they a lso 

should receive 7 ~ cents p . rat i on, the balance can be if-

sued t h em hereaf te r . I found on ci ntosh ' s arr ival , tha t 

one of s . Harr od ' s f amily had t raded a t Love ' s to the amount 

of ~50 on Mcintosh ' s due - b ill . I ther efo r e deducted $50 from 

the $196 . 42 , and ifsued pr ovisions to the amount of $146 . 42 , 

and to Abram to t he amount of pl0 . 24 . 

In ay last, with t he approba tion of the Comrnifsioners , 
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I obtained fo r the reli ef of fo r t y- f ive of these emigrants, 

one months pr ovisions from Li eu t arter A. C. S . Fort Gib-

son. By the parti cul ar and urgent r equest of the Commi f -

sioners, and with t he cons ent of the emigrants, 5 bushels 9 

qts beans were ifsued i n lieu of one barrel of flour , of 

equal cost, $6.60. On the 1 8~~ August, before corn could 

be had, I a lso obtained for them 4 bar rels 65 lbs flour 

from Li eut. Ca r ter. 

Te-tok-k eh of . Harrod ' s family , So- ho- pe - a - che, 

Tetiche 2, Chola r Fexi co and Bi lly ~illiams , in all six; 

traded out the i r due- bi lls before I arrived . I pa id the 

amount traded by these l as t on Mcintosh ' s due- bills ( $12 . 45 

each,) toge ther wi th wha t had been traded on the due- bills 

of the others i n all $2561~ to Chi lly Mcintosh, he paying 

it immediatel y in pre s ence of mysel f and other gentlemen , 

to Sally Harrod q231. 25 and t o Abram ~ 24 . 80 . Their r ecei p ts 

to him a r e enclosed. There i s still a large sum j ustly due 

from him to Sal ly Harrod ; and i t does seem to me hard that 

governmt. does no t interfere to see full justice done her . 

Chilly Mcintosh t e l ls me h i mself t hat he rece i ved from govt . 

$20 a head t o pay hfm f or bringing out t he n i neteen negr oes 

and Abram, and tha t he wa s paid by Capt . Brown fo r subsisting 

them fo r six months; and he acknowl edg es too that Abram sub-

sisted himself, and emigr ated on his own expenses; and that 

s. Harrod herself pa id t wo negroes va l ued at ~ 750 t o B. Haw

kins for bringing her nineteen negroes ou t and sub s isting 

them from 10~~ March to 1~~ September, and that s . Ha r r od 



subsisted them for the remainder of the time except about two 

weeks. She was allowed t o r edeem the two negroes , who are 

worth much mo r e than this sum, by paying to Col . Chouteau, 

(who has them in pledge , ) ~ 759 . This of course she can 

never do. 

hat I hav e done i n this settlement , I thought was only 

extending f a i r j us tice, as far as it goes, to the parties . I 

hope it will mee t your approbation . The six months supply 

for fifty-two emigrants costs $ 639 . 70: about 6 2/3 cents p . 

ration. Enclosed i s a statement of the amount traded on 

each du e- bi l l; the cost of the issue fo r March , the balance 

for whi ch provisions was ifsued; and the aggregate amount 

paid each a t 7~ cts p . ration . 

The two Fisher ' s who came on thei r O\Vll resources, had 

subsisted t hemselves before my arrival . I pai d them 7 cts 

pe r ration . 

Gen. Geo. Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub. 

Very respectfully 

Your obt . servant 

J . Van Hor ne Lieut . 3 Inf 

Disbursing Agent Creeks 

(~ A : 1834 . Cr eek ( ~migr .) Lt . J .VanHorne , Di sb . Agent Me st . ) 



Major R . Armstrong, 

Acting Supt. for Ind. Affs. 

Wester n Territory. 

Sir. 

Fort Gibson 

d Nov. 3 •• 1834 

I have the honor to acquaint you that I arrived 

here on the 1~~ inst. after a l ong a nd t edi ous jour ney , in 

a bad state of health ; my departure from Fort innebago having 

been delayed by circumstances beyond my control . I did expect 

when I rece i ved this appoin t ment to have been here at least a 

month ago. I have also the honor to acknowledge the receipt 

of your communica t i on of the 2~. ulto . Since my arrival - to 

which I shall not now make any reply, as I hope to have the 

pleasure of seeing you here i n a few days . I t is my inten

tion to cross the Ve r d i gris in a day or two, and endeavor to 

find some family or place whe r e I can procure boarding for my-

self and my clerk, and an office, as I have no f amily, and do 

not wish to commence house -keeping , where , if you approve, I 

will fix my residence for this season . When you arrive here , 

this matter can be more fully discussed betweem us; but, I 

understand the location of the prsent sub-agency fo r the 

Creeks is not satisfactory to them any more than it is to 

the Cherokees - it being within t he i r boundary. 

I expect to continue my residence at Mr . Dillard ' s 

till your arrival. I would do myself the honor to call 

on you in person, but the uncertainty of finding you at 
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home when you are so much engaged in official business with 

the different tribes, has deterred me from the attempt. 

I have the hohor to be, 

Very Respectfully, 

Your Obt. Servt. 

R. A. McC abe Sub-Agt . 

For Wes tern Creeks. 
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Report of Licenses grant ed to Trade rs in the Western Creek Agency -

Date of Names of Peri od for Location Amount of Probable 

License Traders whi ch . Bonds amount of 
I 

Grant ed Capital 

Nov. il3,1834 Eli J a cobs & Co . Three Years Mount Hope 2 , 000 Dol lars Two Thousand 

Dollars. 

Nov.l3 ,1834 Fr anci s Danielly Three Years South Fork Canadian Fift een 
2 , 000 Dol l ars . 

Hundred 

Dollars . 

Dec.25,1834. Eben G. Jacobs & Co . Three Years Verdegris Agency 3 , 000 Dollars Five Thous~ 

Landing and Dollars 

c R. A. M Cabe Sub Agent 

fo r We stern Creeks 

(CIA : 1834 . Creeks West (Sub- Agency ) R. A. McCabe to F. ~.v . Armstrong . ) 
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The Uni ted St ates In~ Dept . 

1830 To A. P . Chout eau 

June 29 o this Amt paid on transportation on salt 50 

July 11 II this Amt Paid f or do do do 75 

19 this Amt Paid f or mending Pub lic Harnefs 75 

29 11 this Arnt pai d f or transportation on Sa lt 25 

August 14 '' this Amt paid for II II II 25 

Oc tr . 9 11 1 Quire Paper fr . Agent 

11 11 1 Horse Brush f or Public Team 1 . 00 

Nov. 15 11 this Amt pai d f or 1100 Boards f or use 

Agency 8 . 25 12 . 12 ~ 

1831 

Janry 21 11 5 ~ Bushe ls Corn f or Pub lic Team @ 37 ~¢' 2 . 06 ; 

Febry 15 11 3 ~ 

17 II 1 

do 

do 

II 

II 

If II do @ 37~-

11 do 

March 

21 11 2! do !I II do @ 37 ~ 

n 

24 

6 

II 

12 

23 

11 this Amt Paid f or ending Public 

Harnefs 

11 1 Bushel Corn f or Public Team 

" 1 Pad Lock for Black Smith Shop 

n 7 Bushels Corn for Pu b lic· Team @ 25¢' 

II 4A. 
2 

" 2 

II 

II 

11 

II 

II II 

II II 

April 6 " 2 
II II 11 II 

do @ 3 7-& 

do @ 37~ 

do @ 3 7 ~ 

16 11 1 3point Sc rle Blanket Exprefs to 

Osage Agency 

• 

1 . 3 1; 

. 8 5 

1 . 00 

25 

50 

1 . 75 8 . 19 

1 . 6 8 ~ 

75 

75 

7 . 00 



May 3 11 12 Bushels Corn for Public Team @ 37 ~ 4 . 50 

Nov. 

1832 

June 

July 

n 11 Paper & Quills furnished A ency 25 

14 11 52~ Bushels Corn f ox· Pub lic Tean@ 37~- 19 . 68~ 

10 11 63~ Bushe ls do II II do @ 50¢ 3 1 . 62i 66 . 25 

II I 

II II 

1 Side Upper Leather & deer Sk in) 
) 

furnished to mend Publi c Harnefs) 

13 Spelling Books f u r nished Agent 

5 . 75 

3 . 25 

2 11 2 Bunches Ropes f or Public Team @ 25¢ . 50 

1 11 2 f il e s for use Bl a ck Smith Shop @75 1 . 50 

9 11 1 Canoe furnished f or u se Agency 10 . 00 

14 11 1 Horse Lo ck 75 

AugustlO 11 this Amt paid Danl- Ch rista f or coal 10 . 00 

31 11 3 Ras p s f or use Bl a ck Smith Shop @:7 5 2 . 2 5 

11 11 1 file II II do 11 do 

Sept 17 11 this Amt paid A. Slone f or co a l 

20 11 2 files f o r use Smith Shop 

Amt carried Over 

1 . 12~ 

9 . 75 

@75 1 . 50 46 . 37~ 

$ 132 . 8 5 

Amount Brought Forwa r d - $13 2 . 8 5 

Octr 3 To 2 files for use Smith Shop 

6 11 2 Rasps II II 8.o 

11 II 558 lbs Bar Iron II do 

17 11 1 half Round file II do 

Nov . 8 II 1 II 11 do II do 

15 11 1 file do II do 

Deo:tzl 24 11 2 Rasps do II do 

@2 5 ¢' 0 . 50 

@50 1 . 00 

®12E 69 . 75 

1 12-l· • 2 

1 . 12~ 

75 

@7 5 1 . 50 
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1833 

Janry 8 II 1 Rasp do do 1 . 25 

19 II 1 flat file do II do 1 . 00 78 . 00 

28 II 1 file do II do 75 

Febry 9 n 1 Pad Lock tl do 1 . 25 

15 I 1 file II do 1 . 00 

26 II 1 file II do 1 . 25 

April 15 II 1 file II do 75 

26 11 1 file 11 f do 62! 

May 27 II 56 lbs Round Iron " do @ 12~ 7 . 00 

II II 92 lbs Plough Plates" do @ 12.1. 11 . 50 24.12~ 2 

$234 . 97 ~ 

I do certify on honor that I have ca r efUlly Examined the 

f oregoing a ccount amounting to Two hundred & Thirty f our 

dGllars Ninety Seven & half Cents and find it to be a ccur-

ate and Just and that the same has not been paid nor any 

part thereof by me -

Given under my h and in Tri p licate at the Western Creek 

Agency this 18th day of De c ember 1834 

Jn° Campbell 

Late Agent Cre eks 

I do hereby certify that I h ve c a r efully examined 

the foregoing account , and that all the arti cles therein 

charged f or the use of the public Blacksmith Shop were 

got and used by me for public purposes . 

Giv en at the Creek Agency this Eighteenth Day o f 

De c ember , 1834 . Wn D Shaw 

( OIA: 1834 . Western Creeks . R. A. McCabe . ) 



estern Creek Agency 

December 28th , 1834. 

Major F. ." . Armstrong, 

Acting Supt. Ind Affs. f . T. 

Sir, 

I avail myself of Mr . Love 's v i it to the Garri -

son, to tnvite your attention once more to the subject of 

the Agency. 

I send enclosed herewith, Mr . Herring 's letter /one word 

- torn paper/ (which I ough~ to have shewn you when you were 
- / 

here l a st, but which totally escaped my memory , and which 

I will thank you to send back by Mr . Love) i n the 2d Para-

graph of which he states that you "will determine the site 

of the Agency" &c . I wou1d not have r evived this sub j ect 

at this time, but Gen. cintosh decl ines letting me have 

his place on rent - and I know of no other place within the 

Nation to be had, which will answer the purpose . 

By Treaty tipulations the Government ought to have 

now two Blacksmith Shops and two .~eelright or ~agon makers 

shops in full operat ion within this Nat i on - and the fact i s , 

they have neither the one no r the other - nor likely soon 

to have either. 

To build temporary shops and dwelling houses at this 

place, I should look upon as little better than so much 

money thrown into the river - as i t has once been over-

flowed and all the buildings swept away - the same thing 

might again occur, even before the buildings are com

pleted, 



Many a r e compla i n i ng for want of Blacksmiths to repair 

their axes a nd fa rmi ng t ool s , and many are also complain

ing for want of a wagon make r to repair their agons and 

Carts, and t o make new ones . I can only call on them for 

a fur t her exertion of the i r patience - and p_omise that 

t hese wants shal l be suppl ied as soon as possible . They 

must, ere now, have seriously asked themselves the ques 

t i on " \~en will these white people h ve done promising us 

t hings whi ch they never will perform. They have promised 

us i ndemni f i cation for our losses in removing to this coun

try - they have promised us protection f rom the neighboring 

tribe s of I ndi ans . They have promised us Blacksmiths, 

' h eel r i ghts , 1 agon- makers , Iron and Steel for our ~lack

smi th shops - and what is the amount of all these promises . 

They have not been fulfilled - or if any of them has been 

fulfi l l ed i n part , - so lamely that they have been of lit

tl e us e t o the Nation . " 

The s e thi ngs tend to weaken, i f not destroy, their con

fidenc e i n the General Gov ernment . 

I f I had a permanent location some where, I could go on, 

and ereot .shops , as there is Funds in the hands of the Dis 

bur sing Officer fo r tha t purpos e : and when the Treaty property 

arrives, I could i mmediately l ocate one of their Rail ay 

Mills; - an d store the ot her property i n the house where 

I nov1 live. 

I h ope you will pa r don my pressing this subject on you 

at this time, whe n I know your mind i s so much engaged with 
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other important busi~ess; but I fe e l I am not answering the 

purposes fo r which I am s ent here: - I am not fulfi l l i ng 

the views of Gover nment, whose poli cy it is to conciliate the 

feelings of these people, by eve r y means i n the i r power , and 

thereby encourage other s to fo l l ow the ir example in emigr at 

ing to this country. 

I have the honor to be 

1 li th very great respect 

Your obedient Servant , 

R. A. Mccabe Sub Agent 

for estern Creeks 

64 

( OI A: 1834 . Creeks est (Sub- Age ncy) R. A. cCabe to ~m . Armstrong . ) 



/e stern Creek Agency 

Dec 3l~t 1834. 

Major F. ~1 . Armstrong, 

Actg Supt . Ind. Affs . 

!estern Territory. 

Sil" .-

I have the honor to transmit herewith enclosed 

an estimate of Funds required for this Sub Agency fo r the 

ensuing year together with a va rie ty of Cl a ims p esented 

by Creek Emi grants - and mechanics and othe rs for ser vices . 

For a more easy reference I have prepared abstracts which 

accompany the Claims of t he Creek Emigrants , ith a view to 

test the validity of these claims , as far as can be done 

here, I have had them read and explained in a ful l Coun

cil of all the Chiefs of the reek ation . As they were 

read and explained, the Chi ef of the town to which the Cl a i m

ant belonged, was called upon to state what he knew of s a i d 

Cl aim . In every instance they have testifi ed in favo r of 

the Claim , and refer·red .for fur ther proof to the Emigrating 

Agents , whose names are i n the Co1umn of remarks on t at 

Abstract . 

I do hope that if it is at all possible the Depart 

ment will have the Agents examined in relation to those 

claims - and this business put to rest . any of the 

Claimants admit that these cla i ms have been sent to the 

Department heretofore throu h their Agents - but as they 

have never heard any thing further from them - they are 



disposed to doubt the fi de l ity of the i r agen t s , or the wil l 

ingness of the Depart ment to a t tend to the i r Cl a i ms. 

They a l so admit that some of the dates of t he se may no t 

be pe rfectly accu r a t e . As t hey a re an i l lit er ate people , 

error s of this k i nd , ought not , in my op inion inqure the val 

idity of thei r Cla i ms. 

Abstra c t "B" contains cla i ms of vari ous kinds a ll of 

which, I pre s ume , a r e sufficient l y authenticated fo r sett l e 

ment. 

These t wo i tems have s we l led the Est i mate f ar beyond my 

expectation. 

~ ith regard to t he annuity the re i s not hing i n thi s Of

fice by wh ich I can a scertain the port i on due to the peopl e 

within t h i s ub Agency . I have t herefore l eft a blank fo r 

t he Depart ment to f i l l up . 

I al so enc l ose Duplicate s of the Cont ra ct made wi th Mr . 

Shaw fo r t he repair of Ri f l es and Traps , pursuant to your 

letter of t he 26th inst . which I ha ve no doubt wil l be fa i th

fully pe rformed on h i s part. 

The people of this nat i on a r e ve r y i mportunat e about 

money appropr i a t ed a t t he l ast session of Congress for t hem , 

and not yet rec e ived , of wh i ch they stand in very g r ea t ne ed . 

They a lso make f equent and gri evous comp l a ins aga inst 

the Osages for depredati ons committed by them , i n k i l l i ng 

their stock, stealing t he i r horses &c . ~nd have even threatened 

{as the Government doe s not af for d t hem t hat protection wh i ch 

they have promi s ed ) to t ak e sati sf ac t i on i n the i r own way . The y 
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have been strongly advised to remain quiet till the subject 

can be laid before the Depa rtment in a proper light . They 

have also similar complaints aga i nst the Delawares who are 

constantly hovering r ound thei r borders, and destroying the 

game. 

I beg leave to press upon your attention the necessity 

of a permanent locat on fo r the Sub- Agent for the ~es tern 

Creeks. Gen. cintosh has of fered the place where he now 

lives with a number of buildings upon it, at what I consider 

a very reasonabl e price - as you will see by a Copy of the 

letter herewith enclosed. The alterations and repairs neces 

sary upon the building now erected , could, I conceive, be 

completed, at from five to eight hundred dollars . It is the 

same site formerly selected by Col . Bre~rley and Gen. Ar

buckle - is about six miles from Fort Gibson, and two from 

the Verdigr is. If the Department will authorize the purchase 

of this place - and funds to i mprove it, I should wish to 

erect a Smith-shop, a wagon maker ' s shop - and a store 

house for the safety of the public property - together with 

suitable houses fo r the mechanics - several of whic h could 

be made from the houses or buildings now erected for other 

purposes. 

No estimate has been made fo the purposes above men

tioned - but I should suppose tha t from 1500 to 2000 dol 

lars, would be necessary to make the purchase, and other 

improvements contemplated but this matter· is left to your

self and the Department to determine. 
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I have estimated for the rent of a place for• the agency 

for the ensuing year. The miserable hovel which I now occupy, 

as you well know, is by no means suitable fo that purpose -

but in the event of my removal, will answer a valuable pur

pose for storing property, del vered at this l and ing for dis

tribution to the Creeks. 

I am, Sir 

Very r e spectfully 

Your obt Servt. 

R. A. M:ccabe , Sub Agent 

for ~e stern Creeks. 

(CIA: 1834. Creeks Te st ( ub-Agency. R. A. McCabe . ) 
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Western Creek Nation . Ja.ny. 10~h 1835 

Cap~ R. A McCabe , 

Sub . Agent Creeks -west 

Sir . 

When in Council some short t i me since , we t hen 

named to Mag Armstrong that we wi shed the Agenc~ to be per

minently located , and pointed Out a place t o him where 

there was good water and good range convenient t o the Agency, 

as it would be i mportant to the I ndians who should have t o 

come some distance to get their work done or have businefs 

with the Agent - Magf Armstrong then stated t o the Council 

that t he perminent location of the Agency Could not be made 

Untill the Magority of the Indi ans should emigrate as he was 

disposed to Satisfy them as We ll as thos e who a r e here We 

made Some objections at that time howev er we r es t ed satis

fyed that the wishes of the Indi ans woulc be Consulted When 

the Agency Would be located - Since that we have understood 

that you have purchas ed Gen1 Chilly Mcintosh ' plac e f or the 

Agency , if this be the fact We wish you to let us know 

as their is many in the i mmediate Vicinity of his far m who 

are interested and will wait On you 

I rum with r e s pect 

Your fri end & Brother 

Roly MCint osh 

N. B. Should you know where Lieut Vanhorn is please f ind 

Out from him when it will be convenient for him to Meet a 

few Chiefs at the Agency 

(OIA: 1835 . Western Supt 1 y . John Drew . ) 



Mr . Roly MCintosh, 

We st ern Creek Agency 

J anuary lOth , 1835 . 

First Qhief - Cr eek Nation. 

Sir.-

I hav e the pl easu r e to acknowledge the r e ceipt of 

your letter of t his date , i n r eply t o which I must infor m 

you that t he p l a ce of Gen . Mcintosh has not been purchased 

for t he Agency - a l though I hav e recommended in the strongest 

terms it should be pu r chas ed for that purpose . 

I h av e t aken a l eas e of it for one year with a vi ew to 

loca t e myself there , as · the most suitable plac e for the 

Agency within my knowledge in the Creek Nation 

In -s e l e c t i ng an Agency somet hing i s due to the comfort 

and conveni ence of the Agent , as well as t o the people of the 

Nation . I should be t otally unwi l l i ng to be plac ed at a 

much gr eat er di stance from the Pos t-Offi ce - through which 

I must expect to rece ive all my ins tructions b oth from the 

War Departr ent and the Superint endent . 

I am to get poss e s s i on of that place s ome time i n the 

Course of this mont h , where I will e r ect a Smith- Shop and 

Wa gon maker ' s shop a s soon a s I can , and get out t i mber f or 

making and r epairin wagon s , wi th a vi ew to meet t he wishe s 

of the .Cree k pe ople and fulfil the Tr eaty St i pulations f or 

which the Government is bound . 

At the place where I now reside I am t otal l y unwil l ing 

to make any expenditure in building shops , &c . as the place 
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is liable to ov er f low, by whi ch means the whole might be 

lost. 

Mr Van Horne i s in the Cherokee Nation on business -

but ha s promi s ed to b e here on next Tuesday evening to meet 

Ma j or Love. 

I run Si r 

Ver y r espe ctfully 

Your Obt Servt 

(Signed R A McCabe , S . Agt 

for Western Creeks 

(OIA: 1835 . Western Supt ' y . J ohn Dr ew . ) 
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Western Cr e ek Agency 

Mr. Roly Mcintosh 

First Chief Creek Nat ion 

Sir. 

Jan. 1 4 t h , 1835 

It is a matt e r o f s erious regret to me to find you 

are so seriously opposed t o the establisb~ent of the Agency 

at the p lace of Gen. M?Intosh, which I l e arned from your 

conversation of y es terday - on whi ch I have seriously reflected 

on my silent p illow - and have finally come to the c onclusion -

if you will have the go odness to put y our obj e ctions into 

writing- I will immediately have them l aid before the Super 

int endent - with a r equest that they may be l aid befure the 

proper authori ty at Washington without delay . 

The p rincipal c ause of r egret with me is your not hav 

ing made t h es e objections Known sooner: - in that case I 

would not have l eased the place no r even re c ommended the 

purchase of i t - both o f which have b een done . Your obj e c

tions, howev er, going to the Superintenden t without delay , 

may prevent the purchase being made , 

My business here as a public off icer, as well as my in

clination, is to do all the good I c an , and as little injury 

as possible; I therefore de cline de ci d i ng on the vali dity of 

your objections myself , an d will send them to the proper 

authorities ~ or their decision 

As the place has b een l eased, and arrangements made for 

erecting shops [ which however can be r emoved at any time) I 
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shal l e s t ablish the Agency there temporarily on the re~oval 

of Gen . M~Intosh . If this measur e should appe ar unpleasant 

to you , it will be matter of regret to me - but you mus t 

bear in mind that I could not foresee your obj ections , and had 

made these arrangements before they Came to my knowledge . 

I t appears to me that the int e res~ of the Creek people 

require that I should remain with , o r near where the me chanics 

are to be employed - other wise I should i mmedi ate l y r eturn 

t o Fort Gibson , and i t is uncertain but I may stil l do so 

when I ge t my shops erected, and busines s in a prop er train . 

I have t he honor t o be 

With high consideration & r espect 

Your Obt . Servt . 

(Si gned ) R. A. McC abe , Sub Agent 

for estern Creeks . 

(OIA : 1835 . Ve~tern S p.' • Jo m Dr ew . ) 



Sir 

We st ern Cr eek Nation 

January 15~h 1835 

your lett er of the 14~h Ins~ I have r e c eiv ed . You 

wish Me to State in Writing My Obj ecti ons to Chilly MCintosh 

place as the resitence for the Agency - My Objections a re 

these , that immediately around that p lace a r e f i elds belong-

ing to a great many f amilies , Some are wi dows , and i t would 

be Very h ard f or them to hav e to l eave thei r fields and 

houses, with out Some Compensation . and to live with i n the 

limits o f the Agency there is none that are Willing - If 

y ou will pay a ll thos e ~ho have i mprovements a f a ir Value 

f or them t hen in that Case their Will be no ob j e c t i ons , t o 

your locating the Agency there , but should you Ob j e ct to 

it and locat e there , y ou ma y r est afsured that the people 

who are within the limits will be d i fat isfied 

I am with r espect 

Your fri end and Brother 

his 
Roly Mcint osh x 

mar k 

(OIA: 1835. Wes t ern Supt 1 y . John Dr ew . ) 
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Wes t ern Cr eek Agency 

January 18 th, 1835 . 

Major F . W. Armstrong 

Actg. Sup t. Ind. Affrs . 

Western Territory . 

Sir·.-

I have thought it advisable to lay before you a 

Corres pondence with hi~ ma j esty , King Roly , on t he subject 

of establishin the Agency at Chilly Mcintosh ' s place . Find

ing h i mself dis appointed in se l ling the place of his son-in

law, John M~Intosh he app ears to be much dissatisfi ed . 

On the lOth inst . I received his l etter No . 1 , here 

with, wh ch I answered on the same day , wh ich is l et t e r No . 

2 . 

0~ t he 13 th inst . on my way to Ch lly 1 s place, I me t 

with him a t Mr Hill' s store , where he commenc ed a long Con

versation on the sub j e ct, sugg est i ng a gr eat many obj e c tions 

to the estab lishment of the Agency at Chilly' s plac e . The 

nexc morning I wrote h i m the l e tter No . 3 , r e qu estin h m 

to put hi s ob j e c tion in writing - and have this day received 

his an swer which is enclosed herewith No . 4 . 

According to my promise in l etter No. 3 , I enclose here 

with the whole corres pondence - · and shall be governed here

after by your decision and advice in the business . 

I hav e been creditably inf ormed that there is not a 

chief in t he Nation willing to join h i m in making a n obj e c

tion to the Agency bein es tablished at Ch lly ' s p lace -



and that they have already a protes t dr awn up against hi s 

objecti ons but this I hav e no t se en . Thi s inf or mation I 

received through my Cler k f rom Gen . M~Intosh . I vi ew the 

old man ' s l ast lett er a s the dy i ng effort of one who finds 

he cannot be support ed I have howe ver thought it proper 

to lay the whole ma t ter b ef or e you . 

Th er e is one other sub j ect whi ch I wish t o men ion . 

I canno t fi nd that any r e s e r v at ion is made f or an Agency , 

in any of the Tr ea t i e s wi t h the We stern Cr eeks . 

My Bl a cksmi t h arrived and commenced work on Monday 

last . 

I have not been ab l e t o make a contract f or buildin 

any of the shops . I expect t o r emove t o Chilly' s p l ace 

next week , and shall i mmediate l y commenc e buildi ng shops 

ri t h my own Hands , Bl acksmith ~ agon Maker , &c 

I have the honor to be 

Ver y Re spect f ul l y , 

Your Obt . Servt . 

R. A. McCabe S . A. 

W. Cr eeks 

(OIA: 1835 . West ern Supt 1 y . John Dr ew. ) 
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Mardesville Ala 

January 20th 1835 

Sir 

Your circular of the 12~~ Ulto has been received - a nd 

and its requisitions would have been attended to ro1thwith 

but for the absence of Opoethle Yohola Tuck a batchee Micco 

and several other principal Ghi efs They have been gone sever

al weeks and it is uncerta in when they will ret urn; they sai d 

t hey were g oing to to Arkansaw, but it has been rumored among 

the Indians that they intended to visit Texas I have re 

quested the remaining principal Chiefs to meet me at Tucka

batchee on the 23~~ of February next allowing as long a time 
-

as pofsible . that those Chiefs may return; From that place 

at that time I will give the info1mat i on required . If those 

pr incipal men shall have re turned or if those who may be pres 

ent will act . The a~uity was paid last year to the Eastern 

Cre eks at Mr Shrops hire's in three or four miles of Talla-

poosa River near the upper part of Tallapoosa County my 

r easons for paying it at that place have been her etofore 

subm tted. This year I think some convenient place in 

Chambers County or at Fort llitchell . If the anuity is re 

mitted to Columbus. 'the Bank at Co lumbus would doubtlefs 

deliver the anuity at Either of those places fre e of ex

pence But I am of opinion that Tuck a batchee i s the point 

at which it should be paid , and that It would give more gen-
the 

eral satisfaction to~Indian s and I have no doubt but that 

the Branch Bank of the State at Montgomery . would deliver 
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the Anu1ty at that pla ce f ree of expence . provision for 

the Indians would be cheape r and more ea s i ly fuinished at · 

that place It is al so n earer the centre , 

I am Sir very re spect ful l y 

Elbert He r r i ng Es qr 

Office of Ind . Af fai r s 

ash ington Ci t y 

Your mo . Obt Servt 

Leonard Tarrant 

(OIA: 1835. Creeks (Reserves) Leonard Tarr ant . ) 
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Fort Gibson 3~1 Feb¥ 1835 

S;!Jr 

I enclose my returns for Cree k Disburs emen ts f or t he 

3~~ quarter of 1834, in accordance with y ours of the 5~~ 

Dec. Agreeably to your instructi ons of of 20 June and 5 

Dec. I ifsued to t he emigrants of Mcintosh ' s party p rov -

sions or sto ck for not only the ba l anc e du e on thei r s ev er a l 

due-bills, but a s much more as made up t o them t he d i ffe r -

ence between what t h ey h ad a lready re ceiv ed on a ccount , 

and the cost of provision s f or s i x month s a t 7 ~ cents pe r 

ration. 

In May last , wi th t he approbation of the Commifsi on

ers, I obt a i ned f or the r e li ef of 45 of the s e emi gr ants, 

of Lieut . Carter A. C. S . one month s provisions . By the 

particular and urgent r equest o f the Commifsioners , and 

with the cons ent of the emi grants , 5 bushels 9 qu arts of 

beans were ifsued in lieu of on e b arrel of f lour of equ a l 

cost ( ·.6 . 60 .) On t he 8 Au gust, be fore co r n could be h ad , 

I also obtained f or them 4 bbls 65 lbs flour from Lieut . 

Carter. 

No salt was ifsued at the time the ifsue f or March 

was made. lt was allowed them on the follo wing ifsue a s 

per return No . 2 & 3 and Abstract of ifsue s . 

I paid Chilly Mcintosh $ 2561g.g. for t he p rovi s ions and 

goods furnished by him before my arrival, as p . voucher . 

He paid s. Harrod $231~ in presence of myself & othe r 
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gentlemen, and to Abram ~24. 80. Their rece i pt s to him 

are enclosed. 

! enclose the due bills of c. Mcintosh. Those of 

Maj. Love were at his r equ es t l eft in his hands on settle 

ment to enable h im to settle with Mcintosh. I enclose 

certified cop i e s of them. To make them more intelligible , 

l have marked in p~ncil on each the name o f the person i n 

whose favour it was drawn . 

Billy Willi ams is east of the Mif . The small bal -

ance ' 1.35 due him is the r efore retained . The six mentioned 

a s having traded out their du e tills , had delivered them 

up b efore my arrival . Of course they did not fall into 

my hands . 

l would be glad to re ceive some blank Abstra cts of 

Dis. for Contingencies, and Qrly returns of Provisions r.ed~ 

& ifsued . 

Gen. Geo . Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub . 

Very respectfully 

Sir 

Your obt servt . 

J . Van Horne Lieu t 3 Inf 

Dis . Agent Creeks 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr .) Lt. J . VanHorne , Agent.) 
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Vashington City 

FebY- 23d- 183 5 

Hon. Lewis Cafs 

Secretary of ar. 

Sir 

I am request ed to s tat e my knowl edge of col - 1i lli am 

Hogan, now a ci t izen of Al abama , ~ nd who has been I under

stand recommended for the appointment of Emigrating Agent 

for the Creeks. -- During the years 1823 & 1824 - I knew 

co1- Hogan. He was at that time a member of the Legislature 

of Tennefsee. He sus t a ined a good character, is a man of 

reputable tal en t s, and i s I have no doubt fully competent 

to dis char ge the dut ie s of emigrating agent, which is 

intended fo r h i m. 

I Have t he Honor t o be 

Very Respect f ully 

yr_ Obt - Srt -

J ames K Polk 

(CIA: 1835. Cr eek (Emi gr .) Ron . J. K. Polk .) 
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Sir: 

Little Rock - A. T. 

arch 1~ ~ 1835 . 

The Party of Creek Emigrants - over 500 in number = 
under the d irecti on of Capt . Page , broke up Camp this morn-

ing, and commenc ed their March for their New Country , which 

they will reach , if not greatly i mpeded by high \Jaters and 

bad Roads , on or about the 20~Q inst . The ~migrants have 

with t hem sever al small Hagens, and about 160 Ponies . 

Owing to the long and continued exposure of these Emi-

grants, embr a c i ng the whole of an unusually cold winter , 

and be ing des titute of clothing , many of them at this time 

are sick. I have kept a Physician in the ir camp since they 

reached this. Two or three have died . The four or five 

days rest, ho ever , together with the attentions of Agent 

and the Physician, they appear to be getting better - are 

evidently more cheerful ; and as the morning is mild , be-

ing the first indications o the approach of sp r ng , hopes 

are enterta ined that their s uffer ngs hencefor ard , will 

be greatly amel i orated . 

The se Emi grant s ere 20 days gett i ng from emphis to 

this place. The Boat wa s compelled to ly=to some two or 

thre e days in the Mis s i s sippi i n consequence of high winds; 

and in the Arkansas, s everal days , from I ce and Sand Bars . 

th They reach ed thi s on the 24 •• u l to . and were immediately en-

camped. The River not being i n a stage to justify fu ther 

at t empts to ascend it; and no probability of i ts being i n 
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a better condition for some time, I directed the Boat to be 

discharged, and procured the necessary number of Teams to 

make the balance of t he journey by land . 

I have received from Capt . Page , ~2 , 500 , All the Funds 

he could spare. 

Genl. Geo. Gibson, 

ComY Genl. of Subs. 

Washington , D. C. 

Very Respectfully , 

Your Obt . Serv ' t . · 

J Brown Capt, U. S . A. 

Pr Dis Agt Ind Reml, 

{CIA: 1835 . Creek (Emigr.) Capt. J. Brown , Disb . gent . ) 
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Fort Gibson 5 March 1835 

Sir 

On the 6~~ Jany. I received the notice , a copy of which , 

is enclosed informing me t hat a cargo of 1000 rifles , 520 

pairs blankets, 5652 lbs l ead, a nd 2230 lbs iron, and 55 kegs 

powder consigned t o me f or t he Creeks & Quapaws , by Capt . 

Br ovm Prin. Disb~ gent , was sunk about 120 miles below this 

place. As my engagements at the time would not admit of my 

repai r ing t o the spot , I called on Gen1 Arbuckle , and repre 

sented the ca s e to him . He politely and promptly i nformed me 

t hat he would send an officer immediately with instructions to 

use every necefsa ry mean s to secure this pr operty , as well a s 

that of the uar t er Ma sters Dept . and put it in a place of 

safety. He ifsued the or der , ' B. " t o the Qr . M:' I enclosed 

the bill of l ading to Lieut . Harris who wa s detailed t o go; 

in a note ma rked "C'~ I have no copy of Li eut. Carter ' s in

st r uctions t o Li eut . Harris . 

Agreeably t o Li eut . Harri s ' s repo t to me on his return , 

"D", t he stores had been recovered fr om the river , and spread 

out to dry before Lieut. H's a rrival. For this labour i t 

seems the transpor t er char ges $150. I d i d not know until the 

arrival of the store s at this place , and was t hen much sur

pr ised to l e a r n that Li e ut Harris, toge t her wi th Col . Ti ll 

ton, (Dragoon Sutler , ) had made an ar rangement wi th the 

Capt. of t he . Boat to transport t he s t ores i mmediately 

to this place; an that each one having f re i ght on board, 

should pay f o: t he expenses of transpor t at i on i n propor-

t i on to their freight. The sutle r was very anxious t o 
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get his goods here at ' hatever expense; and the Qr . r 

stores, (clothing fo the troops,) were very much needed 

also. Under these ci _cumstances, it a p ears , from Lieut. 

Harris's repo t and the certificate "E", he was induced to 

make this arrangement. It is true that if l eft vhere they 

were, there was no . pofsibility of saving the rifles from 

being pe rhapn entirely ruined , as they could not be re-

paired there, and were every day accumulat ing r ust. "{hether 

the necefsity there was of t ransporting them speedily here in 

order to clean and repai. them i mmed iately, was sufficient to 

justify the expense ; and whe t he the additional char ge of the 

t r ansporter is reasonable and just: are questions fo r consider-

ation. Tr ue it is that I gave no autho ity to Li eut . Harris 

or any other to enter into such an arrangement . I had no 

authority to put gove r nment to additiohal expense in any 

emergency of th s k i nd . Yet i t will probably be conce eded 

that it was best policy, and the surest means of savin the 

property. I believe the understan~ing i that a portion of 

the freight agreeably to the original bill of lading is 

charged in proportion to the distance from Lit t le Rock 

to the place cf sinking. To which is added a portion of 

the actual expenses of the keel boat fr,om that place to 

Fort Gibson, according to the weight of the indian stores. 

Immediately on the arrival of these stores, I requested 

of Gen. Arbuckle a board o survey to examine and repo t 

thei r condition, and the damage and lofs sustained . Their 

report "F" is enclosed. There is a deficiency of 196} 

pairs blankets, and 225 lbs iron. These I am informed were 



put in another keel, and have been sunk a second time . They 

have not yet arrived . The damage sustained is sho'Nn by the 

repor t "F" . 

As I have no store - house here , and no means of having 

t he guns r epai r s; and as it was very essential to have them 

a t t ended to immediat e l y , i n order to save them : I have wi th 

considerabl e d i ff i culty had them t ranspor ted by water down 

t he Grand r iver and up the Verdigr is to the public store 

house, Ve rd i gri s l andi ng , at the old Creek Agency; whe re there 

i s a smith- shop . I have also in conjunction with Capt . McCabe , 

Creek & Agent , employed a gunsmith and afsistants to clean 

oi l and repa i r them. The guns needed immedi ate attention to 

save them . I had no authority to go to expense in repa iring 

them; and as the Creeks were entit:)._ ed to an additional smith 

and st r i ker , I prevailed on Capt . McCabe to employ them at 

70 p. month , they f i nding tools . The Creeks had applied 

f or t he addtional smith , and I believe Capt McCabe was in

structed by ~aj . Armstrong to employ one . I hope the course 

I have t aken wi ll meet~ur approbation . 

I have r e ceived no invoices of this property , nor i n

st r uctions what disposition to make of it . I should be 

glad to receive such instructions . 

Vi th the exception of the printed memorandum of the 

Secretary of ~ar which you sent me , I have no instructions 

from you nor from Capt . Brown respe cting the reduction of 

the beef ration to one pound . I n your s of 3~ October last 

you s ay that Capt . Brown transmi tted you a copy of his l et-



let to me droBd 23 August containing directions concerning 

the reduction of beef rations &C. No such l etter from Capt . 

Brown ever reached me . I wrote to hi m sometime after re -

questfung that he would furnish me a copy of it. But I have 

never received the original or copy . You are aware that the 

whole years beef rations has all al ong been ifsued to the 

Cherokees at one ifsue. The greater part of those who emi

grated last spr ing, have received their beef ration . Some 

however have not, from various causes . Some have refused or 

neglected to receive when it was offered . These very proper

ly are entitled only to one pound, p . ration. Some who came 

nearly a year since, and have certificate s of Ma j. Curry 

that they are Cherokee emigrants; were not ifsued to because 

there was no roll of them . To others the contractor gave 

money due=bills &C in lieu of beef under Lieut Seawell, for 

which under your instructions , I have declined credit ing the 

contractors account, and shall require him to ifsue the beef 

still. These persons who were at the time entitled to~ lbs 

p. rat. have thus by the negligence of the agent or t he man

overing of the Contractor been prevented from getting their 

beef while the allowance was l ! lbs p . ration . To those who 

have arrived since the receipt of the Secretary of ar 's 

memorandum, I have ifsued only one pound per ration . And 

it is proper to say that they compnin that it is i nsuffi 

cient; and they desired me to inform you. In yours of 3;~ 

Oct. you say the government is doubtlefs bound to receive 

and pay fo 1! lbs p. ration if the contractor insists. 
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Now the contractor does not insist; yet I have thought it 

best to enquire of you whether in the two other cases where 

the delay in ifsuing may be regarded as the default of 

gover~~ent, it would not be just and prope r that they 

should receive 1! lbs p. r a tion. Since the receipt of 

the Sec r etary's me~orandum, it has been my rule , (and will 

continue to be,) to ifsue one pound p. ration , unlefs in 

the cases mentioned , you should direct otherwise • 

Gen. Geo. Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub. 

. ith great re spect 

Sir Your Obt. humble Servt 

J. Van Horne Lieut . 3 Inf . 

Disbg Agent I. R. 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr . ) Lt . J . Van Horne , Disb. Agent West.) 
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West ern Creek Ag ency 

Mar c h 6 , 1835 . 

Major F . • Armstrong 

Act g . Sup t . Ind . Affrs . 

We stern Terr i t ory . 

Sir .-

A hundr ed boxe s o f Rif l e s arriv ed on this sid e of 

t h e Ve r d i gris - and a r e St ore d i n t h e house that I f ormer ly 

occup i ed - a l l of v1h ich hav e b een some t i me unde r wat e r . 

They hav e been examine d at the Ga r r ison by a bo a r d of ins pec

t ion , bu t I do n o t know what r eport they have made on the 

subj e c t . Mr . Va n Horn e informs me that many o f the St o c k s 

a r e broke o ff at t h e b re e ch - say from 50 to 7 5 . 

From the s amp le I have e x ami ned I am o f op i n i on that 

i f t hey a r e no t i nnnediate l y di smant l ed and oil ed , they wil l 

b e en t i r ely ru ned . I n t hi s emerg ency I hav e thought i t best 

t o employ an addi t i onal Bl a ck s m t h and St rik e r , a n d set them 

at t h i s work - as the only means of savin g t he p r opert y w th

i n my power . 

Aft er this has b een done , and suff ici en t t i me al lowed 

for t h e Stock s t o b e t horou ghly dri ed - t h ey will r equire 

t o be overhaul e d a s e cond time - as they will c ontinue t o 

accumulate rust as lo n as any mo i sture rem i ns in the S t o ck s . 

It is quite unc ertai n wh e t her we shal l be b l e t o f ind a 

Bla ck smith and Strike r in t h i s part o f the Country t o un der

take this j ob . Mr Van Horne is on the look - ou t , an d wil l 

do all he c an t o eng a ge them. 

89 



I understand that all the percussion Caps, and 17 Kegs 

of powder are entirely destroyed . The b lankets a r e wet , 

and remain at the Garrison - Mr Van Horne is doing ever y 

thing he can to have them dried . I f you dis approve of the 

plan I have mentioned f or overhauling the ri fles - or will 

dire ct some other - please let me. lmow 

I have the honor to be 

Vith very gr eat r espect 

Your Obt Servt . 

R. A. MCC abe S . Agt 

f or W. Creeks 

(OIA : 1835 . Western Supt ' y . John Drew. ) 



Fort Gibson 23;~ March 1835 

Sir 

On the 10~~ inst., I repo rted to you the condition in 

which the Creek and Quapaw stores were , which arrived here 

at that time. On the 19;~ inst, I received the remainder 

of those stores. From the difficulty which I had to get a 

board of sur vey to report upon the condi tion , the damage 

and lofs of tho~e stores which arrived first , I was deterred 

from making the attempt aga in with these last , although it 

would have been more satisfactory to me . In the former case , 

it is due to Gen . Arbuckle to say that he promptly had the 

board deta ' led at my r equest . But the board proceeded un

willingly, thinkin it not a part of their duty to examine 

indian stores of this kind . They also declined reporting 

on the lofs of the property, considering ~hemselves only 

required to report on the condition of such property as 

was presented to them . 

In the pre sent case t here i s a lofs of 17 ~ pai rs 

blankets. I have receipted on the bill of lading for 489~ 

pairs blankets, which having been sunk, were more or lefs 

damaged; and thirteen pairs blanket s damaged and unfit for 

ifsue. The se last 13 pairs came in the l a st shipment . They 

are torn and have holes in them, besides being discoloured . 

The remainder of the iron, (225 lb,) was also received on the 

19~~ The kegs which contained the lead, were taken to pieces , 

and the lead strewed over the boat. The blankets were loose; 

the bales having been taken to pieces when the boat sunk. A 
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great por tiqn of the wi pers and charges pe rtaini ng to the 

rifle s were l os t . 

I also r e ce ived on the 19~~ t he cor n-mills , blankets , 

guns, axes, &C shipped from Phi l~ . f or the Quapaws . The 

bale of fifty pairs b l ankets o f t h i s shi pment was a lso 

wet, and b roken open . The saws which were i n i t , we r e 

s omewha t r usted . I ha ve had t he blanke t s s pread out to 

dry. I d i d not open the ot her boxes . I have wri tten to 

Maj. Arms trong A. Suptdt . to know whe n he will desire to 

have t he s e stores transported to the ~uapaw l ands . 

I f you have blank muste r - rolls , and Abstracts of 

Disbt s. f or Contingenc i es on hand , I would be glad to 

r eceive s ome . 

Capt . Page and party of Creeks have not yet arrived . 

Ni th grea t r e s pec t 

Sir your obt Servt . 

J . Van Horne Lieut 3 Inf . 

Disb~ Agent I . R. 

(OIA: 1835. Cr eek (Emi gr . ) Lt . J . Van Horne , Di sb . Agent vest . ) . 



(COPY) 

Choctaw Agency , arch 30 , 1835 

Capt McCabe 

Sub Agt fo r lres t n Creek s 

Sir 

The principal Chi ef Rolly Mcimtosh , with his Interpreter 

Hambly r eached here , yesterday, and handed me your letter 

dated the 26th thi s inst . The course taken by you is cer

tainly correct, I am pl eased that the old Chief has come 

down to my Agenc y, because I have had it in my power to show 

him the course taken i n reference to the claims of the 

Creeks, a s well as to expla i n fully to him, the i mpropriety 

of the cours e of such of the Creeks as have settled on the 

Seminole l a nds, knowing of the existence of the order not to 

do so, I am informed that there are some families now there , 

that wer e actually res i d i ng on the land at the time the Sem

inole de l egation; and the Commiss · oners examined the country; 

and that t hese Cr eeks, were some who formerly considered as 

Seminoles in t he East ; and that the delegation told them at 

the time they selected the count ry , now by Treaty assigned 

them, that they mi ght rema i n where they were . This informa

tion induces me to r ec ind the o ~der f or the removal of all 

the Creeks now on t he l and , so far a s t o permi t such f amili s 

to remain as are actually r esid ing there under the circum

stances stated, until the Seminol es arrive , then if such be 

their understanding, all will be r i ght , and they can remain . 

If not, and the Seminoles . complai.n, t hey will thcn be removed . 
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It is to be hoped that t he Li t tl e King and Genl MCin

tosh with all such as knowingl y settled on the land in op

position to a positive prohibition will i mmedia t ely return 

within the limits of their own c ountry . I f not the call 

upon the Military must be made in the last resort . 

I am re spectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

( i gned) F . J. Armstrong 

A. S . ' · T . 

(OIA·:~ 1835. Cr eeks We s t . F . :J. Armstrong . R. N. McCabe . ) 
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(COPY) 

Choctaw Agency March 31 , 1835 

Capt McCabe 

Sub Agentfor W. Creeks 

Sir 

On Yesterday, I addressed you, by the old Chief Rolly , 

on the subject of the eminole land and Creek intruders . The 

Chief left her e and went four miles; and has returned to day , 

to explain a misunderstanding between him and the Interpreter, 

as to the actual s ettlement of some of the Creeks . He now 

says that some of them were looking for places to settl e up

on, when the Seminole delegation was there , but had not ac -

tually done so, but told the Seminole delegation that as they 

had been one people i n the East , in former times , they now 

intended settling on the land hich they vere about to get ; 

and that when they (the ~eminoles) reached their country , 

they would again be one people ; and that the delegation ex

pressed a desire that they would do so , which they have now 

done, Therefore the operation of the order for the removal 

of the Cre eks to t heir o ~ country will be confined to such 
as 

of the Creek intruders as have not the permissionAstated , 

from the delegation, in cons quence of their having been 

one people. 

If th€se are settl ed on the Seminole lands , who ere 

actually living there , before the order directing the 

Creeks not to settle on that tract of country, they can 

remain until they make their present crops , or until they 
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get the consent of the Seminoles to reside among them. You 

will perceive my great anxiety to save such of the Creeks as 

have innocently settled on the land in question , which is 

for the Seminoles; and which the United States must keep 

open for the peaceble settlement of the Ina ians from the 

East, who are expect ed soon to r each their country ; and who 

will of course, wi sh to occupy the most des irable . places , 

without having to dri ve off the ir Vestern Creek brothers . 

Such of the Creeks as have wilfully made settlements , af

ter being careful ly and forcebly told no t to do so , must 

be the sufferers fo r their own fo l ly . 

I am respectfully 

Your Obt Sevt 

( Si gned F . .'J. Armstrong 

A. S . 7 . T . 

( OIA: 1835. Creeks ~ est. F . '·' . Armstrong . R. N. cCabe . ) 



{OIA: 1835. Creek ( Emigr .) Lt. J. VanHorne, Disb . Agent.) 

Fort Gibson 2d April 1835 . 

Sir. 

In yours of 27 Dec. you direct me at the close of the 

emigration for the season, " to report to you the route 

taken by them, ' 

I beleive Cap~ Page with his party c ame from Li t tle 

Rock, on the north side of the Arkansas , trikin the 

line of Stands I think at the Cadron . It seems that he 

was detained Conside rably by the hi h ~at ers at the Illi 

nois, and perhaps some o ther Streams . The pre sent is an 

unfavorable s eason for emigration . 1'he Illinois and I be 

leive the other Streams had been fordable uninterrup tably 

for 8 or 10 months untill a few days before t h e arrival of 

the party . Ther e is little cho ice between the two rout es 

up the Arkansas -- during a dry Season the rout e on the 

north side of Arkansas i s preferable to that on t he other . 

But should there be much rain a n d we t ~eather or a pros 

pect of it on the arrival of a party of emigrants at the 

Dardenai, it is my opinion they should c r os s the river 

there, and again at Fo r t Smith . Capt Page Speaks highly 

of the road from the Territorial line to this place . Ther e 

can be no doubt however , in my mind as to the propri e ty 

of emigrants coming by on e or the other o f these routes 

to get to the Cr eek Country on the Verdi gris a n d Arkan

sas-- The Seminoles and those Creeks who desire to locat e 

on the Canadian should go by the Choctaw Agency to the 

Canadian. 



( COPY) 

Western Creek Agency April 5, 1835 

Major F. " · Arms trong 

A S . T. 

Si r 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt on the 2d 

i n s t , of your Seve r al packets of the 30th & 31st ult , by r 

Hambly. 

e had a very large Counc il yesterday on the subject of 

t he i ntruders on the Seminole land, in which it was deter

mined that the Uhiefs will have them removed forthwith, all 

but five families , which are those alluded to in your letter 

o~ the 31st ult . 

The old Chief ( Rolly) has made f equent complaints dur

ing the wi nter , which were renewed yesterday by him and sev

eral other Chi efs in a very grave manner , against the Dele

wa r es. Large herds of them are said to be within and on the 

bo rde r s of the Creek country , killing and destroying the game; 

and de stroying the cane and pastures , that at this time there 

are l arge encampments of them on the Seminol e land . They have 

i mmense droves of horses pasturing on the cane, killing up all 

t he deer, bear and t urkeys; and destr oying the B~faloe that 

come in or near the Creek country , killing hundreds of them 

for t he i r skins and tongues, stealing horses from the neigh

boring t r ibe s and b ringi ng them to the Creek country, by 

which means, the Cr eeks apprehend being brought i nto col 

lision with thei r ne i ghbors; and they therefore claim the 

protection of Government f r om thes e troublesome people . 
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They also have many and grevious complaints against the 

Osages, who are continually depredating upon them by kil l ing 

t~eir Stock and hogs; and stealing horses & their property . 

There is now claims in this office of between nine and ten 

thousand dollars against the Osages for depredations of this 

kind. Unless protection is offered them in some vay, it wil l 

hardly be possible to restrain them much longer , from taking 

redress in their own way against these troublesome intruders . 
the 

Their hopes of remunerat on by means of treaty which you con-

eluded l ast winter with the Osages being now at an end , they 

will be less disposed to listen to any pacific measures , than 

they have been heretofore . They were info rmed by me yester-

day, that that Treaty has not been ratified . 

I am Sir 

very respectfully 

Your obt ert 

(Signed) R. A. McCabe 

S . A • . • C. 

(CIA: 1835. Creeks ~est . F . 1 ~ . Armstrong. R . • . McCabe . ) 
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The party o f Cre e k Emi g r ants a r r ived on the 28 ~h 

u l t . They are not y e t suff ici en t ly l o c ated to allow me 

to fix positive ly on the p l a c es f o r ifsue . I t ~as ex

pected that t he mas s o f them vould settle about 23 mi les 

henc e u p t he Arkansas; and on t he re c ~ of Capt . Browns 

ins truc tions dire ct ing me to make a rrangements to supp ly 

untill l~t of May , I contra c ted for the de livery a t n o t 

more t h an 3 p l a c es , between the Verdigris landin , an d 

Har dage s , t 20 miles h i ghe r u p the Arkansas ; ) o f su ch 

r a tions as mi ght be r equired untill that time , a t Six 

cents & t wo mill s pr ration 

I is sued on the 29~h ult . for 10 days , a t Ne , a ho las , 

8 Miles N. W. fr om her e & 5 m, f rom the crossin of Verdi -

gris . The Party had enc amped a round Ne - a .-h o l as , and a re 

fast locatin g on the farms and Hous e s , v a c a t ed on their 

appro a ch by the set t l e rs , vho retired to Siez e on other . 

choic e l ands , untill now v a c ant . The gr eat mass of t hem 

will Se t t l e 8 miles from Verdi gris landing an d Ne a h ola ' s 

is now, an d i t is l i ke ly will continue to be , about Cen-

tral to the ir settlements . All will probably be within 

Thr ee miles of that place , except Thirty Eight , who r e 

locat ed on the South bank o f the Arkansas , four mile s· f rom 

Fort Gibson, an d f ive miles from Na a ho l as . Ne a h o las 

is the cent e r o f a b eauti fu l , fe rt ile , & well cultiva t ed 

Country . 

Ve ry Re s pect f ul ly Sir 

Gen! Geo Gibs on 

Com Gen . Sub 

You r ob t Servt . 

J . Van Horne Li eu t 3 Inf 
Disb~ Agent Cr eeks 
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Mob2le gh April 1835 

Sir 

Three of the head men of the Creek n at i on viz Opoth

loholo , Jim Boy . and Davy Barnet . accompanied by a whi te 

m~ a Mr . Dubois (a n a tive of Albany N. Y) r eached here 

yesterday and left this city this morning in the New or 

leans steam boat , Opothleholo is. said to be the most in

fluential chie f in the nation a lth o no t the h i ghest in 

raruc , as soon a s I learned they were here I sought an in

terview with them and he l d a long talk to as c ertain if 

pofsible their views & obj e ct in again vi s i ting the south; 

t he obj e ct o f the ir visit to New orleans I could not dr aw 

from any o f them I stated to them that I was appointed 

Special agent to remove them to their new home s , a Country 

where they would be free & un-molest ed by b a d white men, 

that the Goverment had made amp l e provi s ion f o r t he ir Com

fortable remov a l an d that i t ~ as the ir inte r es t & the in

terest of t hei r wives & ch ildren to go , that in f a ct their 

very existance now depended on getting away fr om a Cou Atry 

that was no longe r their own & over which they could exer

cise no jurisdiction, that their gr eat fathe r The Pres i d~ 

had sent all the new Rifles & Bl ankets f or their us e to 

meet them on land ing in their New homes- that those who 

had gone there had done we ll & was M kin p lenty of corn 

& had plenty of Ho g s & cattle an d it s h ould be my duty & 

would be a gr eat pleasure to me to a i d & afsist them & 
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their families to remove in as comfortable a manner a s 

pofsible & that every kindnefs & attention should be paid 

them; that I had often heard of the gr eat warrior Opoth

leholo & was Anxious to be his friend & serve him if he 

if he would permit me , &c. Wl~en I had finished Opothle

holo said he Knew the president Genl J a cks on well. that 

he (The Pres~) had told him before that the Ind i ans must 

remove, but that he d id not like the Arkansaw Country 

that their women & child ren would all die t~ere that the 

Nation had just held a talk & would not g o to Ar k ansaw . 

that they were willing to remov e to Texas, that if the 

United Sta tes intended to f orse his people a way to Ar k 

ansaw they mi ht do so but they must cut his throat before 

they could r emove hi s body there he said his peop le had 

been robbed o f their l an d ; that while h e was on vi s it 

to Texas they had stole most o f his peoples l an d that 

he hoped I would wri te to ashington & t el l the Pr es i dent 

of it as h e thought it ought to be upset . and enqui r e d 

into . - h e spoke with great feelin & energy , ft e r he 

had concluded I told him I would write to Washirg ton & 

repeat What h e said , but altho I knew the President would 

do all in his p ower to preserve his peop l e & make them 

happy yet a great difficulty might a rise to prevent the 

Goverment from removing them to Texas , that Texas was a 

foreign state & that the United St a t e s h ad no jurisdi ction 

over that Country and perhap s had no right to send our 

Indians into a foreign Territory , that if the US - should 

10 2 



do so. it might be the Means of giving offence to the 

Mexican Gover.ment & if the Spanish people should make 

war on them the u. s. could not protect them & they might 

all be killed up with out a chan ge of he l p from this gov

erment; he rep lied a n d s a id the U States had sent a por

tion o f the Seminole s & Shawnees into Texas & he could not 

see whey t hey could not let the creeks go there , that as 

for war with the Spanish people they had no f ear of that , 

they liked the Country better than the Arkansas and his 

people could make better t e rms f or that c ount ry & could 

kee p it. that if they went We st it would not be lon before 

the white people would again forse them off &c, from all 

t he conversations I h ad with these men , I am l ed to believe 

they will be the most obstina te & difficult to manage & 

I believe they are under the influence of a Company of 

speculators who has furnished them money to mak e thes e 

visits, I l earn ed they~ed with them about 30 . 000$ to 

orleans and it is suppos ed they are to close a contra ct 

for some of those large gr ants that have b een made by 

the Mexican goverment in Texas As yet I c anno t get the 

exact state of the case , I d i d not like the mo v ements 

of a certain person who stepped on board t he boat jus t as 

they were putting off , If my businefs would hav e admitted 

of it, I would go over & f ind out the ir p l an ' s f or I am 

Convinced that a plot is on foot to defeat the policies 

of the Goverment; Opothleholo said he hoped I would not 
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rush on t he Ind i ans when I went up & f or s e them off . I 

told him no. that I would be v ery k ind t o them & do a ll in 

my p ower to s e rve them, that I was conv inc ed they had been 

b adl y treated by these l and robbers , & the only way to 

avoi d simila r Mi §fortunes was to remove at once . with Mr . 

Dub oi se I had mu ch conv ersation , he was an old a c quaint-

ance o f Ma jor Bl ues & knew me while I a c ted as paymas t e r 

at Fo r t Montgmy Duboise said the chief s were v e ry anxious 

to obtain an inv itation to go to ~ashington city to close 

u p a l l the ir old matters & h av e explanati ons about the i r 

emigration , he saw t he s pe culators h a d set up the Common 

Ind ians against the Ch iefs & got them in such a situat ion 

that they could not controul them; I mad e an effort to 

empl oy Duboise \hen he r eturned as a striker , he has a c t ed 

in that capacity b efore & r emov e d a large party t h r ee years 

ago I en quired what his compens ation was a t that t i me , 

he informed me he had obtained ~5 p e r day , he sai d he ·would 

see when he returned whethe r it would suit h im to engage 

or n o t . as he ev idently pofsefses mu ch influence with 
i f I can e t him 

these I n d i an s I must have his serv i c es a s a striker he has 

r esided a numb e r of y ears among t hem & married to one of 

thei r wo~en, Major Blue has started f or the Na tion & I 

will fo llo·~ v ery Shortly . 

Your Communi cations to me h ad b est be sent to the 

t own o f Montgpmer y where I c an allways h a v e them sent to 

me b y a safe han d , f o r i f they are sent on thro those 

crofs mail routs I may n o t get them as so on as if they 
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were sent to that office, In t his communicat i on you wi ll 

perceive I state what has occurre d h ere , but give no opin

ion as to what would be best to do, no r can I make ~p An 

opinion untill I vizit the n ation h ave a t a l k with · each 

to~m separately & if I f i nd them adverse t o going t o Mem-

phis I will apprize you & endeavou r to pr event any gener al 
. made 

council from Meeting , untill I can have"' p ar tiz ans enough 

to~pose the Tex a s scheme ; should ho rever t he Gover ment 

agree to s end them u p• the r ed r iver i t h a s only t o say so 

& I wil l get all off t hat i s wi l l i ng to go, if _ the se re -

fractory chie.fs are determined to go, then would i t no t b e 

policy t o get them of f as s oon a s pofs ible & get cl ear of 
of the I ndians 

their influence the ba lance"' may be indu c ed t o go t o Ar k -

ans aw . if Opoth l eholo & those bi men ar e out of the ir 

way-. I h ave b e en unable t o procure a Copy of the l at e 

Tr0aty with the creek s i f you can f u r nish me with a Copy 

I think I shall want it a s I must be in pofsefsion of a 

knowledge of t h at i ns t rument t o enable me to under st nd 

t h e subj ect pr operly . 

I hav e t h e hono r t o r emain 

Your Od H Se r t . 

Jno B. Ho an 

Speci a l gent . 

To General George Gibson 

Commifsary Genf of Subs. Washineton City 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emi gr . ) John B. Hogan , Su pt . ) 
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Western Creek Agency 

April 9 , 18 35 

Major F . W. Armstrong , 

Ac tg . Sup t . Ind . Affrs . 

Western Territory . 

Sir .-

I have t he h onor t o inf orm y ou that I r e c eiv ed 

proposals y est erday fr om Mr Wm . D. Shaw f or c l eaning and r e -

pairin g the Rifl es, whi ch arriv ed here l at e l y f or the Cr e eks. 

They have all b een d i smounted an d o i l e d - but wi ll r equir e 

so me t wo or t h r ee months f or the s t ock s to d ry , b e f o r e t h ey 

can b e fi n a l l y Comp l e ted . 

The time empl oyed i n ov erhauling t hem amount s t o 56 

d ays of t wo hands , wh o are t o b e pai d a s Bl a c k smith and 

Striker f o r t h e Cr e e k s . 

Mr Shaw h as hande d nearly ev ery one o f them himse l f -

and I have see n a gr eat many of them tak e n apart - and k n ow 

t h at t h ey ar e much wor.e rus t ed than thos e I r e c e ived f rom 

Gen . C a~pbell - espe c i a lly the lock s and i ns i de of the bar-

rels are very r u sty . A g r eat many of t h e l o op s on t he b a r-

rels are burs t off - and a gr eat many o f t h e coc l ..... s c rews, 

and screws se curi ng the mounting· a r e broken . 

About 60 of the Stock s are broken off a t the Smal l . 

Mr Sh aw offe r s to clean an d comp l ete l y rep a ir al l tho s e 

<t' with sto c ks broken o f f at the b re e ch f or ~2 . 50 a p i e c e , -

the remainder ( a bout 940) at $ 1 . 00 a p i ece . 



As I b efor e obs erved, I have seen a gr eat many of them 

handled over, and do t hink his proposal is reasonab l e . I 

therefore submit it f or your de cision . 

I am , Sir, 

Very Respectful l y 

Your Obt . Servt . 

R. A. McCabe S . Agt 

for W. Cr eeks 

P.S. I had almost f orgotten to acquai nt you that no Iron 

h as yet arrived for the Creeks . I have purchased all that 

I can fi nd i n this Count r y ; - not quite 500 we ight and we 

shall soon be entirely dest i t ute . 

R. A. ! C. 

( OIA: 1835 . Western Supt ' y . John Drew . ) 
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Western Creek Agency 

April 9 , 1835 . 

Major F . W. Armstrong, 

Actg . ·Supt . Ind . Affrs . 

Western Territory . 

Sir . -

I hav e the honor t o acquaint you that I received 

b y the lRst mail a l etter f rom Elb ert Herr i ng , Esq . with a 

blank bond enclosed which notifies that with the a pprobation 

of the President of the United States, I have b e en appointed 

Sub-Agent for the We stern Creeks - that my Salary will be 

p750 . 00 p . annum in full of my Services and expens!3s - to 

Commence on the 4t h Day of March 1835 , when my former Com

mifsion expires 

If it is meant by this that I am only to receive .. 500 . 

p . annum ( my Salary as Sub Agent for the Winnebagoes) till 

the 4th of March last, in place of ,,'750 . I shall say "this 

is the unkindest cut of all," and will be a piece of injust

ice that I had no reason t o expect . 
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I have been doing the duty of Sub Agent for the Creeks 

since the 1§~ of November last - and therefore am in my opin

ion as much entitled to the allowance by law; as if I had 

been previously Commissioned . 

Three men of the Pawne Picts have arrived at this place 

last night on their way to Fort Gibson . I have been to the 

. Square to see their reception by the Creeks this day at 12 



o'clock- their reception was very kind and fri endly 

they remain with Roley to-ni ght - and I shall go with them 

to=morrow to Gen. Arbuckle 

As far as I can learn they are sent by their Nation 

to have some understanding about a general Council t hms 

summer - with all the Nations in amity with the United 

States. They have no interpreter wi th them - and can only 

make themselves under stood by signs and gestures . They ap 

pear to understand a little Spanish 

I am , Sir , 

Very Respe ctfully 

Your Obt Servt. 

R. A. MCC abe, S . Agt 

f or W. Creeks 

(OIA: 1835. Western Supt ' y . John Drew . ) 



Choctaw Agency April 16, 1835 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

Com of Indn Affairs 

Sir 

Your letter dated the 7th March , in answer to my letter 

of the 23d January was received last mail, determining to re

move the wandering parties or parts of tribes from the lands 

of other tribes. This is a just decision; and will give 

great satisfaction to the Choctaws , Creeks and Cherokees . 

For the information of the Department, I have the honor 

to enclose copies of my letters to Capt McCabe ; and his an

swers, together with a letter from me to Genl Arbuckle from 

which it _will be seen that I have been compelled to protect 

the Semlnole land, from the encroachments of the Creeks. 

The Chief Rolly Mcintosh paid me a visit on the occasion. 

I a,rn gratifi~d to find that the course taken by me is 

covered; and fully sustained by your letter, refered to, 

giving me general inst ruct ions on this subject. 

I am formally told by the old Chief that Genl Chilli 

Mcintosh has settled on the Seminole l and expressly to make 

a difficulty; and to get driven off so that he may have an 

excuse to take a party to Texas; and leave the Creeks, here, 

entirely. The Creeks will sustain no ·loss upon his leaving 

the nation, for he is a . bad counsellor; and an extravigant 

man. I am sorry that the Little King _should act with Chilli. 

Before I can inform the Cape "Gerardeau Shawnees of the 

decision of the Department, they will have planted their 
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corn. As the lands of the Quapaws are yet to be defined; 

and as there is no present difficulty between them and their 

neighbors, I have thought it best to let them remain until 

the next fall. 

In addition to the letters connected with the Seminole 

question, I send you one showing the approa ching difficulties, 

that may be looked for in the Creek country unless I can soon 

get these maurading intruders from among the Cr eeks . 

I have t he honor to be 

Your Obt Servt 

F. , . Armstrong 

A. S. M. T 

(OIA: 1835. Creeks West. F. ~/ . Armst rong R. N. cCabe .) 
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Western Creek Agency 

April 21st , 1835 . 

Major F . W. Armstrong 

Actg . Supt . Ind . Affrs . 

W. Terri t ory 

Sir .-

I have the honor t o transmit herewith enclosed an 

Abstract of Re quisitions drawn on Lieut Van Horne , f or ex -

penditures made at t h i s Sub Agency from t he time of my a r

rival to the present dat e . 

It will be seen by the Column of remarks that the Ex-

penditures depending on the appropriations f or this year 

have not been paid . 

The Wagon maker , Bl a cksmith and Stri ker were employed 

Some time in building Shops , whi ch were Completed Some time 

since·. - il/e have procured a f ine afsortment of timbe r for 

Wagons , and erect ed a shed for its protection . The wa gon 

maker is nov1 employed in Splitting i t out , and Stowin it 

away - where it wi ll r emain f or future use . 
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The blacksmith will soon e~~aust all the Iron, which I 

have b een able to procure in the Country . ~hould no Iron ar-

rive b efore the end of this month , ! · think he will be entire-

ly destitute . 

I have the hohor to be , 

Very respectfully, 

Your Obt . Servt 

R. A. McCabe , Sub Agent 

for W. Creeks 
(OIA: 1835 . Western Supt 1 y . John Drew ) 



Fort Mitchell 

Alabama 6~~ May 1835 

Sir 

Since I arrived here I have been so busey with my 

accounts that I have not been able to ascertain what the 

prospect of emigration is. - I have not been to any or 
their towns but shall do so in a rew days What I have 

conversed with since returned never introduced the subject 

but had many enquiries to make about their new country and 

how the emigrants liked it arter they got there. 

It is not policy to come out at once and say I have 
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come back to take off more Indians, for they get jealous and shy, 

but I tell them I have come back to provide means to move such 

as wish to emigrate and at the same time convince them it is 

no interest to me whether they go or stay, but that they 

must look into their own situation and in the prospect be-

tore them, consult with each other and judge for your-

selves and then you can let me know what your intentions 

are. By pursuing this course they will be much more apt 

to get in the spirit of emigration and when a meeting is 

called it will be more generally attended and without 

that jealousy that is so frequent among them that when 

a meeting is called, it is for the purpose of compelling 

them to a measure they are opposed to. - On my arrival 

at Wew Orleans I met with Upoth-le-Hola, Debose and Ben 

Hawkins, they were the delegation sent to Texas to look 

and procure a tract or country for a portion of the In

dians to move to; they were just an their return home. 



! run over to Mobile in the same steamboat with them. we 

were on board some considerable time and nothing patsed be

tween us about emigration ~hey supposed I would introduce 

the subject at once, but 1 determined not to do it. I was 

convinced they would not stand it long before they would 

introduce it themselves; they accordingly done so and the 

more indifferent I was to talk about it, the more anxious 

they appeared to be to converse on the subject, and ques

tioned me very strongly about their new home. - I then com-

menced and gave them a correct and at the same time flat

tering account of those that are over there; in doing this, 

my object was, to do away a jealousy and prejudice that ex

isted with them, and at the same t1me without their knowing 

my object. I soon discovered what their intentions were. 

In the first place, when they left for Texas they were under 

the impretsion the Government would move them there, if they 

procured a country. they asked me what I thought about it. 

I told them they had no right to expect this to be done, 

neither could they promise themselves anything, but that 

the Goverment would fulfill the treaty and they had no 
Upoth le Hola 

right to expect more. I toldAhe could and some few others 
go 

who had money, Abut as to the poor Indians who had nothing 

it was impotsible for them to get one third the way there 

which they readily admitted. --

I told him he was in duty bound to conclude upon 

something immediately - that his people were waiting on 

him and he would let the time pats when it would be too 



late to receive any aid from the Govemt and then his people 

would attribute the whole blame to him and he would be in a 

bad situation. --

I told him if he took a~vantage of the Treaty when 

they got to their new country all his people after they got 

their Rifles, ammunition, blankets, and a years provision 

they would be as able to go to Texas as he would if they 
he 

thought proper to go, but it was not on the alert he would 
~ 

saorafise all these priviledges to his people. I think he 

has made up his mind what to do, that is, to write on and 

see if the Govermt wiil render any afsistance to them to 

get •••• to Texas, if they will not, to take advantage of 

the treaty and move to Arkansaw, I presume Upothle-Hola 

has empowe ' d Ben Hawkins to see what can be done as he 

patsd through here the other day on his way to Washington 

City, and the quicker the businefs is made known to the 

Indians the better it will be for them as also to the Gov-

ermt. - Upoth le Hola is the main man to decide the ques-

tion with the Indians, though I believe many of his people 

have lost confidence in him for the course he is pursuing. 

He is decidedly the smartest Indian in the Creek Wation and 

they tear him more than any other chiet in the nation. -

Major Hogan I presume is on his way here taking a 

circuitous rout through the Hation, I expect him in four 

or five days when I probably shall know what the prospect 

is in that part of the nation he has traveled through. -

The Contract on this side of the Mifsifslppi this 

year must inevitably be high. Corn cannot be purchased 
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for lefs than one dollar per Bushel, All the Mail Con-
it 

tractors pay that and transport ~at the pointfuey want 

it, at their own expense. Beef is also very high there 

are so many people moving into the Country that beet is 

in great demand. --

The planters in the Nation and its vicinity do not 

pretend to keep beef cattle the Indians kill them up so 

fast, they depend on purchasing all together. Subsistence 

will come very low when we strike Capt. Browns Contract in 

Arkansats. 

He was very fortunate in closing his contract soon 

as he did for when I got to Jew Orleans corn was worth one 

dollar twelve and half cents and the news had not reached 

the Teritory, I met numerous persons on their way up the 

river to make large purchases 

With respect 

I have the honor to be 

Your obt sevt 

Brig Gen1 George Gibson 

Commitsary General of Subsistn 

Washington City 

John P age 

D Agent 

(OIA; 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Capt. John Page, Disb. Agent ) 
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Fort Mitchell 

Alabama 9~~ May 1835 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of the 28~~ of -April and Circular of the 28~~ Febru

ary and copy of Co'l Hogans instructions. 

There appears to be a considerable excitement among 

the white people and the Indians in the vicinity of this 

place. - They do not appear disposed to talk about emigra

tion at this time. I can account for it in this way. - There 

is to be a meeting of the chiefs shortly and the Indians gen

erally keep back to see what the object of this meeting is; 

no particular day is appoint d for them to afsemble. - I 
are 

understand they waiting to hear from Washington to see if 
~ 

the Government will sustain them in their Texas plans. If 

they find the Treaty will be complied with and they need 

not expect any thing more they will come to some settled 

point.- We-he Mico who is chief of this part of the nation 

is opposed to emigration and always has been, for he finds 

no difficulty in living here, having persons to sustain him 

and it is done in this way. When the annuity is p aid out 

the Chiefs meet Upoth le-Hola. takes one half and We he 

Mico the other - it is paid out of the Agents hands into 

theirs; a second meeting is called by him to divide this 

money - he pays what claims are presented by one or two 

individuals and no other, the balance remains in his hands 

to defray expenses that might come against the Nation. Af-
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ter the second meeting was called to divide the money among 

the different tovms I see them repeatedly and they told me 

there never was the first dollar received and in fact I know 

it to be the case. this is what makes this old chief so 

easy and opposed to emigration When the annuity ceases. he 

will not tind a place to get money when ever he ca~ls for 

it. - I am well aware that while the annuity is paid out 

this side of the Mitsifsippi as it was last year a few in

dividuals who are opposed to emigration will get the whole 

of it and not one dollar will be paid to the different towns, 

I will admit it woul not do them much good there is so much 

whiskey about but it would prevent these opposers to emigra

tion from living in affluence when the other Indians are 

starving 

Brig Genl Ge'o Gibson 

Comsy Gen'l Subt 

Washington City 

With respect 

I have the honor to be 

Your obt servant 

John Page Capt & 

Disbursg Agent 

Creek rem'l 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Capt. John Page, Disb. Agent. ) 
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Sir 

Mardesville Ala 

May g ~J; 1835 

Your l e tter of the 14~h Ulto ha s been duly received 

and I have alr eady Communicated Its Contents to t he Head 

Chiefs . I n conclusion You observe , 11 In a 1 Your inter

course wi th t h em I would t h nk you t o i mprefs upon them 

an I mmedi ate and entire r emoval , o o the r cours e r emai ns 

promising them t he slightest Chance of eventu al i mpr ove 

ment or even of existenc 11 o ell am I convi n ce of t his 

fact , that I h ve not cea s ed on a l l proper Occas i ons to 

Urge them t o t h s cou rse , and I Vi 1 1 with p l e.azu r cont i nu e 

to do all I can t o I nduce t h em to adopt I t 

Hon Lewis Cafs 

Department of ~ar 

Washington City 

I am Sir 

ith gr eat Res pect 

You mo . Obt 

ervant 

Leonard Tarrant 

(CIA: 1835 . Creek ( migr . ) Leonard Tarrant) 

1.19 



To General 

George Gibson 

Sir 

Fort Michell Ala ama 

gh May 1835 

In my l ett er of the 1st inst ( N~ 5) I stated that 

I should s e t out the n ext day or Tuckabatchee vhich p a ce 

I reac ed in due t i me & spent a day i n visit i ng Tal asee 

another town a lso Opoth eho l.o at h is o¥m r es i dence which 

afforded me a f i ne opportunity o f h oldi n g a free & open 

conversat ion i th h i m on he ub j ect of Emigrat i on , I found 

him v e ry talkat i ve but deci dedly oppo s ed to v i s i ting Ar -

ansaw & not di sposed at pres ent to r emove any where , he 

s p oke of s wi sh to see he s ecretary of rar ~ the Pres-

ident to settle up old mat ter s & understand things bet er 

in future &c I asked h i m ~hey he d i d not go at on ce to 

·ash ngton & see the Pres i dent or Secretary? he sai d they 

had not invited h i m and 11 he did not li e to jump up ~ go 

wi thout h e was i nvite d . 11 prev ous to seeing Opothleholo 

I met Dubouse at Ta as ee & l earn e d f om the two the fu 

vi ews o Opothleho o rho i s rithout do bt the gr eatest I n -

dian in the c ree_ na i on a v ery schreved m n , but still 

he is the du pe of t h r ee rhite men these men r e Do tors 

Weir & Bi llings ly & a j o Coules unde r the irm o e r 

Billingsly & Co . ,hree l eadi ng Nullifiers o ontgomery 

County. they controul Opothl eholo & Opoth eho o con

trouls all that part o the creek n tion t hese men have 

Stores at Tuckabatchee R a r e arge buyers of Indi n l an 

and are no doubt the origination of th s exas scheme 
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they haw pursuaded Opothle holo that he is the Creek na

tion & wherever he chooses to remove the Goverment must 

recognize him a s Chief & pay the annu ities to him, I de 

termined to un ecieve him at once by telling h i m that 

when the five years expired the Gover ment wou d Know no 

I ndians as the creek nat_on but such as were in Ar kans aw, 

that if he went to Texas he ould expatriate himse lf 

al l who went with him, if he r emained here he ~ould only 

b e Known as a Citizen of labama wi t~out the full privi

ledges of on e , fo r he could never have a vote in the 

selection of the persons who ould make l aw ' s fo r his 

goverment I to l d i m that General Jackson ~ould ri gi d y 

fullfill every article of the treaty and at the same t i me 

would r e uire an exact per ormance of the same On the 

part o the Indians ; I ound I had stagger ed h i m in a ten 

der point & he again r everted to the nuity an asked 

me vhat difference it made to the Goverment wh ether tney 

paid the Annuity On the r ed r iver or on the r.ans av. . I 

told h im the gover ment 1ould pay but i n one place & that 

1ould be in Arkansaw . from Dubouse I learned that t he ir 

object in wi shing to visit a shington as to a sc ertain 

the amount of the reserved nd for paying the c i t i zens 

of Geo for depredat ons they th nk there ~il be enough 

l eft of that fund after satisfying every claim to buy the 

Texas l and and also they want t o rna e some arrangement 

for their share of the Annuity s ould they go to Texas; 

121 



in my letter of the 6h april I mentione d th s Texas scheme 

from all I can ascertain I have no doubt the followin g a re 

the f acts of the C se. Weit Bil l ings ey Co h a s set u p 

Opothleholo to buy th s grant . th y hav e by Occ a siona lly 

lending mope y to th Chiefs Obta ined an uncontrouled in

f luence over them & particularly ove r Opot ~l eholo the plan 

is to buy an entire grant o 150 l e s qu a r e s f rom a ex 

lean who i s b ound i t o ear s mor to p l a c e 200 f ami l i es 

on this 1 and they 

200 f amilies of t h 

e re to give him ·;P60 . 000 - and p ace the 

Cr ee 1di an 0 the and on r e ch i ng 

New orle ns the gent o the exi can had gone t o Jew Yor 

they d i p a tched a C p tai n Hodge{i or Hodgekith ~i th 

23 . 00 ·il> t o bu t t h e grant t h e t i t l e s t o b e made i n t e nam 

of Weir , Bi lli ng ey & Co . wh o r e t o u nder take t o comply 

rith the r qu i i t on o t h e Mexi can Govr b y pl c ng 200 

famili s on the 1 d . t he bal ce of the money is to be 

ma e up out of t he annuity or b t h e Sa e o~ the Mi 

chi efs r eserves wh ch are i nnn n s ly Valuab e , 

ey & Co will g e t the h o e o these tracts o 

ir i l i ng -

Rn c: th y 

c ertai nly r e t he f ine s t bo r y of an I h ve seen i n Ala

bama. ong the a t or in t h is s ch eme 1 a c ebr t e 

half Breed b y the name o Ben Haw ins t s Ha 'l i n s i a 

gr eat scamp & ran aray f om Ar an aw to Texa & i s nov on 

his way to ew yor & i _l b e in ash_ngton , th sf l l o'l 

as brought here to spread ifs tisfac i on among t h e I n -

dians by telling stori es bout Ar ansa wkin i t is 
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out 
sai d will try to see the s ecretary of war to fi nd hi 

vi ews about such m t ters s most interest them, in my con -

v ers ations i th tho s e men I ga e an un ua fied Opi nion 

tha t the Pres i dent ould not recognize the removal of 

these I n ans to Texas or ou d ever order any portion 

o the annuity to be paid at any other place but in rk-

ansa~ or the Country no' a signed the c eek nation and 

I war ned poth eho o to be are of f auds or he might re-

pent hen i t w s too late , the o fe _o seemed in a f i ne 

humour but I could see he d i d no like that part of my i s -

cours e i n h ch I to i m that a t the expirat i on o the 

f i ve years there ou d be b t one creek na i on , that in 

Ar ansa & to those people wou ld the Rif e s & et 

nu t i es be pai d , a f ter l eaving m I determined pro-

ceed to Doctor CHenr, 's in C ambers Cou ty d i stance 45 / ?/ 

Mil~ s , Doct CHenry is the Ce t i fyi ng agent and as the re

ports of exc e fsi ve f auds practiced on the Indi s had been 

pu lishe in t e Ala ama papers he Doctor ha fs i gned 

th s 'le e or a revi e ~ o those ca es an I a s appri zed 

that their rould b e a t l eas t 1000 Indians on the grou n d 

b elieving i t ~ould be a f i n e Opportunity to see them Co l -

l ected gi v e them a tal I r epaired there & me t Ma j or 

Blue ~ho had came t ere for the s ame purpose s en t my 

interpreter to say to the c efs t hat I ras desi o s o 

ho di ng a tal with them & sent me ord they ould all 

r epai r to the Camp of the Tuc abatchees at 12 Oc ock 

hither I repaired I gave them a l ong alk o d them 
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what I ha said to Opothleho o on the sub j ect of Texas 

& the annuity what the Gover ment •ou d Consider the 

Creek Nation &c. Li ttle Doctor , ad Blue & Jim Boy each 

occasionally asked quest ons & fina ly told me they could 

no t now gi ve me any answer but that befor e the Indians 

left the ground they would give Dut the broken days a s 

they cal ed i t for a general council & then f I ould 

attend they would tell me the Voice o the Nat ion , a ter 

remai ni ng a day there and making some arrangements for an 

enrolLment of such Ind ans as r e s de in t hat neighbour

hood I am on to t s post , from all I have been able to 

ascertain I am Confident that i n that port i on o the Cree 

Nat ion there is at present li ttle or no hopes of emigr a 

t ion & my efforts must be directed to this quarter , 

Hil abies Ta adega & Blac s Stores in Chambers County 

and that ~lhile the goverment Continue to pay the nnui

ties in alabama , o the I nd ans have land to Se 1 , or 

negro property these specu ators ~ 1 not let t hem go , 

and i f the Goverment can di spense ith paying any urther 

annuity except the present one , ~h ch shou d ~e pai i m

mediately . they should et it be distinctly understood 

that th s was the last Annu ty the GoveMnent vould ever 

pay in alabama & all future annuities shou d be paid i n 

arkansaw as yet I have not b een ab e to procure a Copy 

of the cree treaty & write without a Knowledge o th t 

instrument I believe that a let ter wri tt en by the Depart

ment to Opothleholo & the Head men of the creek nati on 
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setting forth the vie fs of the Pr esi dent on h i s Texas 

scheme would h ave a happy eff ect on h i m; should you agr ee 

with me I should be furni shed wi th a Copy of i t t o r ead 

to t h e head men of the f fe r ent tovrns and a t t his gr and 
a 

Council I coul d make good use of suchAlet t er part i cul ar y 

if it went s o f a r as to afsure t e-R t ieR- the nation 

that they mus t remove or l oose t ei r annui ty their ri fle s, 

Blankets , &c , the i nd_ans·have become qui te ho s ti e i n 

this part of the nat on , they shot a man & ·woman in Cham

bers Coun ty & s ome i n this & peop e are afrai to ride 

alone among t hem , one fellor threatened Major Bl uet at 

if he a ttempted t o remove them he voul kill h i m. I shal 
County 

send down t omorrow to Barbour~ & make ar ran gements for see -

ing each of the tovms , I. have appo i nted Ma j or h i pps an 

afsist ant conduc tor & authori zed h i m to enroll the I ndi ans 

resid n g i n h s vic i n ty near B ack tore , & I h ave a s o 

appointed Jno Cunningham & d d Roys ter afs i stant Con-

ductors I vill Stat on them i n Benton & Taladega , Col 

Hunter I h a ve heard not ng from as yet Ma j or Blue wi l 

be h er e to n ght to re ce ve his orders as to the enrollment 

& preparation s or an encampment Mr Summe r ville wi l re -

mai n wi t . me af ter vi s ng the owe r Creeks I sha 1 pro-

ceed to Taladega Benton &c As yet I have r eceiv ed no let -

ters but your circu l ar your l e t ter of instruc t ons a ccom-

panyine the c rcular an d yours of the 14th u lti mo . 

have received no blankform ' s , I sh 11 fant the enrol i ng 
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blanks 
:eP s i mmediately and shall use every effort to h ve an 

encampment at this place forthwith as we 1 as at .uch 

other points as Jill best suit . Vfuat I have stated in re-

lation to the Texas Scheme & the names I have g ven as 

concerned I have no doubt are orrect , but i n •1ri ting to 

the Goverment on so de ic at e a subject as th s I pres e 

i t is confidentia as muc i n jury might .re sult to me per

sonally were those persons to know I had probed their 

Secret & given i n their names & p ans , my information ras 

obtained from a person in their Confi ence & rho vas t o 

have been a Copartner under the 5th ru e of the second 

article I ~1 required to 0 ive the Department every ocur-

ance the Knowledge of 1 ch can e usefull & believing i t 

all i mportant that the Dep~ should Knor every obstacle 

that operat e s aga_nst the remova I have given you what I . 

consi der he princi pa obstacle in my ray i Opothleho o 

is once convinc ed that it i s h i s interest to go he ill 

carry o the ent i re nation i t is only for the Goverment 

to let him Know they are pprized of all his plan ' s & that 

they 1ill not be sanctioned that i f he persists in it 

he must do it Ti thout the Countenance o the Gove r ment 

without the aid o the Annuity & he ~ 1 Soon come to his 

Senses & his i nterested fri nds 1ill leave m aft er they 

get all he has to part with . 

I have tho honor to remain Your Ob H evt . 

J no B. Hogan 

(OIA: 1835 Creek (Emigr . ) John B. Hogan, Supt . ) 
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Gen. Geo. Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub. 

ashingt on City. 

Sir; 

Emigration of I nd ans 

Tuscumbia 12th ay 1835 . 

Your l etters of 26th Mar . and 20t h Ap . are both 

r e spectfu lly acknowledged . 

It gives me pleasure to in orm you , that I r eci eved 

orders f rom Col. Hogan on the day followi ng your lett er 

of the 26th t o set out forthwi th for Tuckabatchee , and, 

t h at in obedi ence to the same , I shall set out for that 

place on to - morrow as speedi ly as pofs i ble . 

respectfully 

yours &c . &c . 

vil i am Hunt er 

{OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr .) m. Hunter . ) 

127 



(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Capt. John Page, Disb. Agent) 

Fort Mitchell 

Alabama 13th May 1835 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your 

letter of instructions ~ dated 29~h April together with a 

blank Muster roll for wagons & teams &c . 

I was in doubt whether I could carry into effect Col 

Hogan's plan of emigration without some afsistance in the 

Disbursing Dept, but on examining your letter of instruc

tion of the 29~~ of April it can be done I believe with 

with safety in the manner pointed out, by making the con-

ductors accountable for small amounts . I see no way by 

which I can leave here until the very last par ty that will 

emigrate this year goes, as there would be no one left to 

prepare for a second or third party should they take a no-

tion to go 

It must be evident to the Dept . that there should be 

but one person to engage teams wagons muster or even if 

they have the power and should leave, this duty would 

have to be done by the Emigrating Agent or his Afst. and 

I would have to pay the accounts on his requisition. Col 

Hogan is not disposed to take any thing of this kind up

on himself if it can be avoided I think. At present the 

prospect of emigration is dull. I shall be much engaged 
employing 
iR~~iPiBg- teams advertising for Proposals & in the event 

they should be required, but all my engagements are cond-

itional. 



I do not know what I shall do for a person to afst 

me shoul the emigrat ion go on some what brisk. I can not 

employ any one that would answer my purpose for the price 

allowed When I employ a person he acts in all capacities.-

When there are parties at different points I have to 

purchase and ifsue, till they join the main party . I al

ways direct h im to enroll them before he ifsues rations 

and fre quently conducts them to the place where the ~ain 

rendezvous are. Col Hogan tells me he shall accompany 

the.first party that goes , part of the way. the duties 

will involve on me during his absence It is necefsary 

that I should have with me a responsible man and capable 

of doing all kinds of buisnfs. -

I hired Mr Beatie last year. he engaged more f or the 

novelty of the thing, said if he could clear his expenses 

it was all he wished; he performed the trip much to my 

satisfaction but the severe winter and the jaunt he had 

to take through the Mifsifsippi Swamp has gratified his 

curiosity 

The least a person can hire for in Alabama is $2, . 

per day for himself and horse and frequently traveling 

about $2 ,60 Col Hogan has not as yet been able to report 

any probable number that will emigrate, he is now in the 

nation, so soon as it can be ascertained, I will estimate 

accordingly With respect I have the honor to be 

Your obt servt John Page 

Brig Gen'l George Gibson Disbu'g Agent Creek Rem'l 

Comy Genl Sub Washington City 
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Sir 

Fort i tc e 1 A abama 

14th ay 835 · 

I hav e ju s t r eturned from an excurs ion t o the Indi an 

Se ttlement s i n t he lowe r en d of this Barbour Coun ty , the 

I ndian to\~s & s ettl ements on the Chatahouchy ar entirely 

ab andoned & th i n ans r i ven i nto the p i ne oods some 

10 or 15 mile s i n the r ear ; to hunt them up in de t a ched 

parties made i t extrame y d i ff i cult , my object wa s prin

cipally ri th the h ad men or chi efs as I ind noth ing 

can b e done i n emi grat on unle s the ch efs agree to i t ; 

to se e them then , vas a par amount duty & regret to ay af -

t e r a ll thef at i gue ' s of a r i e thr o a Country ithout a 

ro a & the dif i culties of crofsing deep creeks ith igh 

perpendicul r banks , I 1as compe led after visiting the 

domeci eo the C. i efs to etur n to th space wi thout 
ent i rely 

Seeing t h em; my r i de hovev r w~s not~ ott as it af orded 

me an opportunity of s ee ng any l eading i ndi ans , ~ho 

not Ch iefs & I e t a e sage in the ami l i es of th chiefs 

t h at I had come -o see t em te l l t h m of the arr gements 
and to request t -m to call on me 

aking to r emove them heir f ami i e Aand from what I 

c ould g a t he r f r om those I seen I i ndu c ed to b lieve 

I shal l get a p arty from tha qu arte r , a l tho I must 

a cknowl edge I f ea r a the b e l o ~~ p r , '!hen I oo roun 

me and s e e s o many o sta cle s t h r o 1n i n the way of ~migr

t i on, the annuity first ; n o t h i nG ill i ndu ce the I ndi s 

to go whi l e t h ey a re exp ecting t he nnu ity; a n 1 t i s 
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repo rted ~ha the Ce tifyi ng ag nt s are toppe a e 

Agent Gen Sanders ap ointed to i nvest i gate the f r auds , 

while t h e r i s a hope of gett i ng hnck the l and stol n 

from them t hey w1l l not ove , agai n this i nferna l exas 

Scheme i s i n the way o~ the Tuckabachi ans . ¥hil that 

i s on f oot Opoth e_o o wi l not go & unlefs he does his 

I nd an s wil l not move I am o d that the a st nnui t y ·as 

pai d i mraediately ivi ded · nto two parts Opothl holo 

took one $2400 . & the ot1er part was handed to the prin-
. 0 eah r at a) 

c i pal Chiefs i n thi s end of the Tation t h i s Mone- I unde r -

stand i s then put .into the hand of certain white men ~ho 

holds i t to pay the claims of each part of the Nat i on , 

t he i r o·m stor ace• unto is irst in order & the balance 

i s p ai d to the order of the tvo c1iefs and the Common 
get noth ng or 

I n ans get orders on t1e tores &c . Now it stri ke s me 
/\ 

t hat unl f s this p is bro{en up ·n some way their is 

l i ttle or no prospect o remoovi ng these peop e in a body 

and no p an s ee to fea ible a s to order Cap Page to 

pay t h s annui ty & to pay i t o the I nd ians i ndi vi dually 

in a pror at i o order , accordi ng to r ank or other ise ; this 

plan wou d b r eak the i nfluence of the Ch efs and would 

di stroy the pr ospect s of those spe culato rs . who no~ con-

troul Opothl eholo & the other Chi efs and wou brea. . up 

the Texas scheme for for i t rould s cat e r the money among 

the Common I n di an & l eave none or a re Bi lli ngs y & Co 

to pay or Texas , Capt page state s he vou d be per fe atly 

will i ng t o pay the Annuity i n thi.s vo..y i f request ed ; and 

at the same time the I ndi ans Shoul d be informed that thi s 
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was the last Annuity to be p i d in Alabama , unl fs the 

goverment take some decifsive steps with thes Indi ans 

they rill not emigrate but wi 1 remain here a Curse to the 

Country themselves , they ar in such a starving Co di-

tion no~ that they Kill a 1 the Stock they can lay their 

hands on and the people are becoming very much alarmed 

will not trav 11 thro the nation except in parties of thre ~ 

or four . What I ment·· oned in my let ter of the gh inst 

(No 6) has been fully Corroborated by Ma ·or Blue w o left 

here on 10~h he had th story from a j or Co 1 s /? / one 

of the firm o Vare Bi lings y & Co ho stat d to a j or 

Blue the whole t an act i on & ac nov edged that Bil ings y 

has gone again into Texas to as certain rom t he !e ican 

Authorities _ether the i ntroduction of the 00 Indians 

fil be onsidered as a Comp i ance wit the Condi tions 

of th grant , or whether they must be vhi te families; It 

seems they fe ar the Indi ans may not be r eceived by the ex

icans & the money p i d or the grant ill be l o t ; I have 

no doubt from hat I lmow of that Country but the location 

of the Indi ans i ll be resisted ·by the citizens o Texas , 

who are no1 looking abo' t or a plan to rid themse lve s of 

their pres ent I n an population and by a a ilur of that 

Scheme & a few decifsive steps in relation no the annui ty , 

Opothleholo & his whole people fill be r eady in the fal 

or early in the Spring . 
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I have heard nothing of Col Hunter as yet 

Genl Geo Gibson 

Com Genl Subs. 

Your Ob H Sevt 

Jno. B Hogan 

Superintendant removal 

of Creek Indians 

P.S. I omitted to mention that on yesterday I was informed 

by a M:r Lewis that the Mu rderer of Mr Fanning ras there 

all day on ~onday last & boas ted of his shooting fanning 

& the fears of the other Indians is so great that no one 

will da e to go after this Miscreant & bring 11m in; for 

the I ndians have threatened Sim~ brot her that i f the one 

they have caught is hung they ~ill shoot him for taking 

him up; the murderer of Marshall is to be hung on tomor

row opposite Columbus; these · things & the Starving condi

t ion of the se wretches have created such dread among the 

whites that they rill not travell except in parties of 4 

or five. Mr Beaty who went with Capt page to the west 

has just r eturned from Irwinton & brings such accounts 

from that quarter of the fears of the people that he has 

declined entering the Service an ono of the Emigr ting 

party altho he could be of great Service to me ; but h e 

does not thi~~ it prudent to ride among them: I shall set 

out on Monday next for tho fish ponds , Taladega & Benton 

& ascertain what can be done in that quarter this rout 
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will take me two weeks at least Capt Page & Mr Leonard 

to will remain here to attend to this quarter until my 

return. 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emi gr.) John B. Hogan , Supt . ) 
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(Copy) 

Tuscaloosa May 18~~ 1835 

Dear Sir, 

I have recently received several communications from 

~~e Creek Country, from which I am advis ed that several per 

sons have been lately killed, on the h i ghway by the Indians. 

It would appear from their communications, that travel

ling has become unsafe, and that the sett l ers are overawed 

by their red neighbors, i ndeed, I am left t o draw the infer

ence, that. t he Indians be ng more numerous than the whites , 

feel at liberty to commit on their persons and property, -

daily depredations, and that many of our Citizens have been 

induced, to abandon their homes . I have been hesitating 

whether I ought not to go over and afcertain every thing 

myself, but the accumulation of businefs while I was at 

Mobile, and a sick f amily, r enders it nearly i mpofsible . 

I have fin~lly determined to send Mr Vandyke , (exprefs , ) 

to you and to bring with him your views fully on the Subject. 

I am urgently requested as you will see from the communica

tions I send you to place i n that quarter a military force 

sufficient to protect the Citizens and to overawe the In

dians. th s will b e attended with great expense to the 

State, and should not be resor.ted to , without the Strong-

est necefsity. 

Let me have your answer by M~ Vandyke to these enquir 

ies, to Wit. Has travelling on the highway become unsafe? 

2~1 Is the civil Authority, in that quarter sufficient 
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to arrest the murderers and t o prevent a r epetition of the 

offences now complained of? 

3f1 Is ther e any r eal cause for alarm to the Settler s 

generally? 

4th , , Would not a pr oclamation to ar rest any Indians , 

who might be embr aced by our vagrant act , bring them to a 

sense of t he i r true s i tuation and induce them to enli s t for 

emigration? 

5~~ Under all the c i rcumstance s, is it your opinion 

that a t roop of mounted men , is necefsary to correct the di f -

ficulti e s complai ned of ? 

I be g you to respond to these interrogatories prompt-

ly and candi dly, I have been on the point of setting out my-

self, t o vi s i t pers onally, the scene of these comp laints , 

but the i ns t ant i t occur red to me that you were there , I 

determined t hat sendi ng an exprefs to you , would do as well -

I expect Mt V. wi ll be back on Sunday next , dispatch 

him as soon as pofs ible . 

Your Fri end 

J ohn Gayle 

Col. J. B. Ho gan 

Fort Mitchell 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emi gr.) John B. Hogan , Supt .) 
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At a meetin of the Citizens of Macon County an d its 

vicinity held at the house o f Jame s Abercrombie , s on the 

19th day of May 1835 Col Jo seph H Howard 1as called to 

the chair and Samp son Lanier Se.cre tary, The obj e ct of 

the meeting being exp lained by the chairman on motion , 

The following Comrrdttee was appoint e d Ma jr. John H Bro ad 

nax, Capt J ame s Abercrombie, Thomas M Cowles , T I Redding , 

William Dick, Amos Gr e en , John S Gr een, Henr y ruge ley , 

Charl e s A Ab e rcrombie, Joseph I Cloug l e , Barrant Dubois , 

and Stephen Day 

The following preamble an d r e solutions wer e entered 

into 

~hereas great fraud has b een r e c ently Commit ted in 

obtaining titles to lands, belonging to Indi ans without 

their knowledg e or Consent, in any way what e v e r, The per

sons Committing such f r auds, or rathe r s teal i n the Lan d s 

of the Indians has some othe r Indian whom he has drilled 

with the description of locations and othe r matters in re 

lation to the land , The I ndian when thus drilled and a 

new son put into his mouth go es before t he certifying 

agent and passes his l and by c e rtifieate as being the r ea.l 

Indian ovming that tra ct of land to the Stealer o r whi te

man, who immediately sends such certificat e to .. fa shin to n 

City for the a pproval o f the Pr es i dent, The Ind i ans who 

are the rightfull Owners o f t h e lands knovling nothin of 

this foul and d ishone st trans a c tion untill nearly al l the ir 

Lands have been Swep from under them 
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and wh e re a s we be l iev e i t yet in the p owe r o f the Pr e s i 

dent to che c k this evil in a g r eat degr e e b y withhold i n 

his approval f rom a ll Bonds Cert ified t o s i n c e the l Ot h 

day o f J a nua ry 1835 a n d r equire all Lan d s that has b ee n 

Ce rtifi ed Si n c e tha t period to b e r e c erti f i ed in e a ch 

Town in t h e p r esenc e o f t h e ir Chi e f s and head men who a re 

r eady a n d wi l lin g t o a ssist in put t i n d own this fraud , 

It is mos t devoutly to be wi~hed t hat the Pre si den t wil l 

exer ci se his p owe r over thi s Su b j e ct i n Such a way as wi ll 

corr e c t the past and tRe p rev ent t he r epeti t ion of t h e s e 

rongs f o r t h e f uture 

And wher eas more e f fe c tual l y t o carry into vi e~ the 

expr e ssioh o f this me etin g , t hey mo s t earnes tly r equ e s t 

t he Pr e sident o f the United St a t e s to g i v e i n char ge to 

his a gents super i n t en d i n g t he c e r t i f icat i ons of Contr a ct s 

for l and s wh i ch h a s b een Comp l a ine d of b e i ng fraudu l ent , 

that t h e purch a ser be require~ t o p rodu c e the Ind i an pur 

chase d f rom a t the t i me of t he i n v e s tigat i on 

An d b e i t t her efo r e r e s olved t hat t h s mee t i n agree 

to exe r ci se all i nf l u en c e i n t he i r p owe r . to Det e ct an d 

put dovm a ll frauds and to i v e the a ent s Su pe r int end i n g 

as a f o r esai d , ev e r y i nformation whi ch they may b e i n p os 

sesion o f appe rt a inin g to the a se t r ansac t ons of per 

s onat i n g the I n d i ans Justly enti tle d t o t h e i r Land s an d 

thereby defrau din him Ou t o f h s r i gh t s 

And b e i t furthe r r e solv ed t hat t he p r o c eedings o f 

t his meetin b e si gn ed b y t h ch a irman an d Count ersi gn e d 
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by the Secretary, that the Secretary be r equested to f or

ward a Copy of the Same to the President of the Unit ed 

States and a Copy to the Editor of the a l rumaba Journal l 
that 

for publicat ion with a r equest all Editors fri endly to 

good order will give it an Insertion in th ir r espe ctive 

papers 

J. H. Howard , Chairman 

Samp son Lanier Seery 

(OIA: 1835. Creeks (Reserves) Citizens of Macon Co . ) 
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Fort Mitchell 

Alabama 22d May 1835 

Sir 

I have the honor to acknowledge the reciept of your 

letter of the gtb Inst together with the regulations con

cerning the payment of annuities &c all of which will be 

strictly obeyed. -

The prospect of emigration at this time is very 

dull, the Indians have become shye, when I meet they are 

disposed to talk about any thing but emigration; this how

ever will not last long they have a Texas scheme in their 

heads all of which I have reported and when they are con

vinced the Governt will comply with the treaty and nothing 

more I think they will make up their• minds to emigrate 

It would be advantageous to the emigration if there 

were no more annuities paid to the ~ndians on this side of 

the Mifsifsippi, and the Indians were informed of it through 

the Agent (Judge Torrent) they would begin to think the time 

they had to move in was drawing nigh at a close; they have 

been told by many persons that they will always draw their 

annuity if they remain here ever so long. -

Vith respect 

I have the honor to be 

Elbert Herring Esqui~ Your obt sevt 

Superintendent of Indian Affairs John Page Capt & 

Dsbng Agent 

(OIA: 1835. C~ek (Emigr.) Capt. John Page, Disb. Agent.) 
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(Copy) 

Mf, Philip Page 

Dear Sir, 

J acksonville ay 26~~ 1835 

Having conf erred the appointment of afsistant Con-

d t h th uc or on you , on t e 24 ,, ins t . it remains for me to give 

you such instructions as will be necefsary to enable you 

to act in concert with the rest of the emigr ating Officers , 

I wish you to fix yoursel in some convenient positi on in 

Coosa County and ide among the var ous Towns of Indi ns 

in that County and such others as you are best acquainted 

with , and can exert the most influence over in favor of 

emigration, As you will r equire the Afsistance of one In-

terpreter , you are authonized to employ one at such salary 

as you can agree on , not to exceed two dollars and f ift y 

cent s per day , he paying his own expenses and finding his 

own horse , h s pay to be allowed only for the Actual days 

you have him employed on this businefs . I want you to af-

certain as soon as pofsible . how many Indians can be induced 

to go with the first party , which may march by the 20~~ June, 
th meet me at the grand Council on he 11 •• June , and make a 

report of your succefs , and ai d me at the council in urging 

the Indi ans to go est . and when we all meet there , we can 

then arrange for an en~ampment of such as are ready to go 

West. r M •• stell will attend to such Indians as l ie in 

Benton and Taladega and over whom he can exert an in-

fluence, but you will be at liberty to visi t any of the 
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Towns in either of those Counties or Rando ph . that you have 

influence with. and act in concert wi th all - All I have 

further to say is, that weekly reports directed t o me at 

Fort Mitchell , will be expected, and must not be omitted, 

as the Department expec t s every man employed in this busi

nefs to be prompt active , and punctual , and fo r all to do 

their duty to their Country . 

I have the Honor to remain 

Your Obt. Servt -

Jno . B Hogan 

E. Agent 

Mr , Isaac Estell (Copy to M~, Estell) Jacksonville May 25~~ 1835 

Mardisvil e 

Sir, 

Believing it will be to our advantage to return by 

another route , I have requested Mt Cunningham to pafs thro. 

Mardisville , obtain from you my Map . I hope you will have 

~arked on it the Town house of each tribe of Creeks , resid

ing in the district of Country under charge of Judge Tarran~, 

or Judge Lawler's land district, as it will be of immense 

value to me in arranging my parti es of emigrants - In the 

conversation held with you in my interview on the morni ng 

I left- Mardisville , I stated to you , that I was directed 

to make no appointments, that would exceed the Sum of three 

dollars A day, for the t ime actually employed . the expenses 

of last year, have so far exceeded every calculation on the 
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Subject of emigration, that the Department has felt it nec-

efsary to change their course the r ecommendat i ons you have 

handed me , have induced me , to offer you the only Situation 

in my power that can be made - In Taledaga County, it is that 

of Afsistant Conductor . the pay is three dollars A day for 

the time you are actually employed on Indian businefs, you 

must find your own horse, and pay your own expenses . You 

will be authorized to employ an I nterpreter , whose pay will 

be $2 . 50 A day , he finding his own horse and payi ng his o'vn 

expenses, You will give a certificate when done with his 

services , for the exact number of days he has been employed . 

And he will not be entitled po pay only when employed by 

you on this businefs . Your duties will be to ride among the 

various Towns in Taledaga , and Benton, ther e being no Cr eeks 

in the upper end of this County, your duti es will be princi

pally confined to the lower end of thi s County and Taledaga 

VIZ , Rabbittown , Chockalucco , Turnipseed , Tallasseehatchie, 

Abechoochee , Cheeahaw , Taladigo , Ecouchartree, and such 

other Indian as you may believe your interest ~ill be f elt . 

I wish you to be active and ascertain if pofsible by the 

11,, June how many Indi ans you can enrole and induce to 

emigrate with the first party , to keep down the expenses, 

we cannot bring into Crump , until we have enough predisposed 

to go . as we are allowed but twenty days to encamp, before 

we take up our line of march . I wish you to obtain this 

information, So as to report to me at the grand Council on 
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the 11~~ June , at which place , I hope to see you , and every 

other Agent employed on this businefs; in order , that we 

may so arrange my plans , as to have a simultaneous movement 

of such Cr eeks as can be induced to go . with the first party 

I have the honor to remain 

Your Obt . Servt -

Jno . B. Hogan 

Emigrapting Agt -

Mf I s aac Estell 

Mardisville 

M! Royster (Copy to Mr, Royster) MardiBYille 23r~ May 1835 

Sir , 

Th~temporary appo intment I conferred on you at 

Blacks store , required of you weekl y reports , of your sue-

cefs and proce edings, not having rendered any reports, I 
had 

came here to ascertain if you~ made one , and what succefs 

attended your efforts , not being able to see or hear anything 

of you or of your succefs , you will not be surprised at my 

wi thdrawing the appointment I gave you , as every Officer 

employed by me , in em grat ing I ndi ans , must not only do 

their duty , but do it promptly , you will , the r efore , con

sider your appointment at an end, You will make out you r 

Account for the number pf days you have been Actu ally em

ployed, and swear to it , before a Justiceof the Peace and 

forward it to me at Fort Mitchell , and I will send you a 
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warrant on the Disbur sing Agent for your pay, 

I have the honor to remain 

Your Obt. Servt , 

Jno~ B. Hogan 

Emi gr ating Agent 

(OIA: 1835. Cr eek (Emi gr.) John B. Hogan , Supt . ) 
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New York 28~h May 1835. 

General, 

I have the honor to state that in compliance with 

orders from the Adjt. General, I shall sail to- day for 

Charleston, on my way to ort Mi tchell Ala., there to await 

your orders- I am sir 

Very Re spfl~ Your Obt Servant 

Edw Deas 

To 

General George Gibson 

Commdfsary General 

of Subsistence 

20d Lieut . 

4~h Reg~ of Artillery 

(CIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr .) Lt . Edward Deas . ) 
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(Copy) 

To his Excellency, 

John Gayle 

Fort Mitchell June the 2~~ 1835 

Governor of Alabama . 

Sir, 

On m arrival .. nnt evening at t h s post , I was handed 

your le t ter of the 1st~ Ulimo . and regret very much that M~ 

Vandyke did not remain here a few days longer , that I mi ght 

have had a persona interview wi th him on the subject o 

your communi c tion; I shall , however , answer your several 

interrogatories i n t e manner you have propounded them . 

11t Has travelling on the h i ghway become uns f e? 

Answer . There has been a murder or tro near th s place , 

and the Indians , are nor arrested and in jai l , the traveling 

may be cons i de r ed unsafe , whi le the Country is full of d unk

en , worthlefs Indi ans , but at the same time , I consider 

there is as much danger trave l ling on any other part of the 

world; for the depredations are the act only of a few , with

out any concert or combination of Indians and s opportunity 

or chance may present a f vorab~e opportunity to plunder , 

and it is better , therefore , for persons travelling rom 

iontgomery, to Columbus , to go in compani es of two or more , 

I have just r eturned from a tour of 5 or 600 miles thro . 

the whole nation. an d believe that all the danger that ex

ists is in th s quarter --

2~~ Is the civil authority , in that qu rter suff icient 

to arrest the murderers and to prevent a repetition of the 
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offences now complained of? 

Answer. I t is my opinion that in this quarter t he civil 

authorities are not competent to rrest the murderers ; but 

this does not proceed from any opposit on or combined efforts 

of the I ndians to oppose the civil authority , but from a dred 

that appears to exist among the white population of the In

dian character; as fo r inst ance , A wh te man told me when I 

visitted his house , that only two days before , the murderer 

of Fanning was there all day . I asked him why he di d not 

arrest him. he said he was afraid to do so , the Indian 's 

relations wou l d b e certain to kill hi m when the Indians was 

hung , & he did not know why he should expose his life in such 

a cause , when he might be certain, the Ind an's relations . 

would be certain to have a sacrifice , and as for the white 

population turning out , "en mass ee" , and hunting up the mur

derer, nothing could be gained by it.- I n convers ing with 

an intelligent old Chief on the subj ect . he r emar ked that 

the Chiefs had no power over their bad men , the laws of 

Alabama are ext ended alike over chief and common ndian, 

and if the chiefs punished bad men , the l aws of Alabama 

would punish them for it, and the r.fuite people would not hunt 

up the bad men and would run ar large - the fact is , the In

dians have a great repugnance to delivering their bad men 

to the whit es for punishment -

3;~ Interrogatory. Is there any real cause for alar m 

to the Settlers generally? 
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Answer, I n this Count y and Barbour there may be; 

but I do no t b elieve the r e i s any in the upper Counties , 

this may be attributed to the known dis ~olut enefs &f t h e 

Uchees, t hey have ever b een known and Stigmati zed as a bad 

and roquish set of Indians , their l anguage i s different 

from the Cr eeks and t hey ar e s a i d to e great thieves and 

rascals, those Indi ans i nhabit t he se two count ies , but bad 

as they may be , i f half the r eport s be t r ue , that i s a s ser t e d 

of the conduct of the land buyers towards these people , i t 

i s not to b e wondered at that those i gnoran t savages r e sor t 

occasiona l l y to r evenge and take the laVi in thei r o~~ hands , 

and r edrefs the i r gri evances . they only know that i t i s 

t he whi te man that h as i n jured them, and the ki lli ng of on e 

~hi te man , whe t her i nnocen t or gui lty, i s the same to them, 

they h ave thei r r evenge , and that the sett l ers or land b~y
reason 

ers, in this quar ter may have .,.. to f ear these Indians , I shou d 

t h ink may be the c ase , the complai nt goes forth from t hem, 

and they must know best . 

4th , , Would not a procl .amat i on to ar re s t all Indi ans , 

who mi gh' b.:; m' raced b our vagrant act , bring them to a 

sense of thei r t r u e s i t uat on , and i nduce them to enrole f or 

emigra t i on? 

Answer. Perhaps it mi ght , but I am not prepar ed to s ay 

what effect it might have on such Indi ans , I should thi nk 

that such as would fal l under the vagrant l aw, wou d not 

thi nk a t al - they l eave all the t h_nking to their chi efs 
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and headmen, they have told me they have nothing t o eat -

in fact, nothing to urge them to enrole , they answer , Yes , 

when the chief says go , they will go , and a ll the proclamat ons 

in the world, will not make them go , until their hea~ men say 

go, and they are r eady at a moments warning , the proclamation, 

however, may have a go od effect , on the Chiefs i f addrefsed 

to them, and properly worded; but the Indians can on_y be 

removed thro the medium of their Chiefs , whatever operates 

on the chiefs and make them r estlefs and anxi ous to remove , 

will operate most powerfully on the people ; each Town as they 

are called have their Lawmakers , and Chiefs , and they pof-

sefs the most ample and unbounded influ ence over the people 

of their town, & Opothleholo , altho , not the principal Chief 

of the Nation, and exerts a powerfull influence over all the 

Chiefs in this Nat on , and I consi der h i m the greatest ob

stacle in the way of emi gration - he sends out his talks to 

the Chiefs not to sell their land , or go to the Arkansaw; 

until he gives the ord , and when he does , the Nation will 

go, "en massee," and not an Ind an will be left behind. 

Your 5~~ Interrogatory, Under all . the circumstances , 

is it your opinion that a troop o mounted men is necefsary 

to correct the difficulties complained of? 

I answer that I do not think it is necefsary , but at 

the same time I cannot see how you can do otherwise , than 

apply for a military force to be stationed at this post , 

the applications have gone to you from the people of this 

County and you cannot do otherwise than forward them; but 

one company of infantry to afford protection, would be as 
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good as 500 mounted men; fo r t her e is no one to huh t up 

but can be done as effe ctual~y by infantry as by ho r semen 

and the savingm the Gover nmen t , in the expense of the two 

corps, will be i mmense. 

I have the honor to remain 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Jno. B. Hogan 

Supdt . r em. Cr eek I ndians 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) John B. Hogan , Supt . ) 
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Fort Mi tchell 3rd June 1835 

To Genl. Geo Gi b s on 

Sir, 

I r eached t h· s post on the evening o the l~ t 

Inst. af ter a hard t our of b et ween f i ve & six hundr ed 

mi l es thro the cr eek nat i on t h is t our was necefsary t o 

enable me t o se e for my se f each part of the nat i on and 

to form a p ersonal acquai ntance with person ' s & places 

& to make Such appointments as ~ould be necefs ary t o carr y 

i nto Complete effect the Vi ews of the Government i n this 

mo s t deli aat e & ar dous duty , i n fact find I had formed 

a v ery erroneous i dea of the amount of the di ff i cult i e s 

that ar e t o be surmounted er e a free & genera Emigration 

of these peopl e wi t .e place my trip was do·wn the fed~ 

eral r oad t o pole cat spri ng thence up the Tal apoosa 

r i ver thro Kei _ gah; Hate i chub : a , Toakpofk r , Ueegu ka , 

Lo ck a f actory to Ta adega , thence into Benton Count y a 

f ar as Jacks onvil le pafsi ng thro Kiamu ga Chear haw . Chock

olocko , Arbe cCoche . &c . no f i nding the I n di ans in the 

upper end of Bent on that had b een expecte I returned & 
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took anothe r r out thro t he Hi l abi e s & crofs ed the Tal a - I 

poos a r i ve r above the Hors e shoe bend f rom t hence t o La-

fayette i n Ch ambers County & thro that Co nty t o this 
formerly 

pos t ; the I~diru1s~ residing in Benton h ve emi grated ; some 

into the Cheroke e nat ion J others do\vn the Tallapoosa 

river, t here are s t i ll Some t ovms in the south end of Ben-

ton, the Cho ckolocko & Rabbi t tovms ; i n pafs i ng thro the 
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Country, I ras a fs ai led on all h nds for appointments 

from pe rsons on the spot rho each recommended himself by 

his gr eat Kno l edge & influence over the Indi ans , and ad 

daily t o r e j ect some f i ve or six applican s but in accord -

ru1ce wi th the vi e s a laid down by me i n my letter of 

31s t l:la;rch I mad such appointments and on .... uch terms 

as I f e a.l pursua. ed vli 1 meet with the Sanction of the 

Dep~ in al l t e a.ppo ntments made of persons r es iding in 

t he different s ect_on of the nat on I rna e i t condi~iona 

t o re ce ive ~3 per day for t e actua number of days em-

played on this us i ne s when at home & not emp oyed to 

r e ce ive nothing , i n orne cases where p ersons ere desier-

ous of enteri ng a waggon n the s ervice I gave a promi se 

t hat if they exerte themselves to i nduc e the Indians to 

enrol & go , that for everr f i ty persons they wi thus 

procur e they shall have a preemption r i ght to enter one 

waggon provided the team ~as a good one & came under the 

r egul a i ons i n every other respects , i n thi s 'lay I ha e 

Combined the i nfluence of s everal p ersons whos e services 

will b e very valuable & wi ll cos t the Govenment nothi ng , 
El even 

in Coosa County there are t R 1 rge to·ms . Viz . Toa pof r; 

Ueeogafka. ; Locka.f ct oy, Poe entalle ha see ; 0 kchoy ; 

Fish pond; Osela.rnaby, Ulewec rkar , H ckory groun ; Hat

chichubba, "Pochis Hate a. , i n this county I have ppointed 

Col Harrison Young . Ben Young . Joseph Sharp Phi i p 

Page , Mr Page will ride constantly mon the whole the 

others r eside among t he I ndi ans & speak the l~guage 
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have an extensive acquaintance ; i n Taladega there are 

seven large towns viz Couchartee , Chearhaw; Talladega , 

Ekundutska; Ki amul ga ; Emarhee ; Hat chetcreek; in Randolph 

there are t hree towns Vi z Arbi ccoochee , Hitchopartangey; 

& Corn House ; i n the lower end of Benton there are Chock-

olocko; Rabb i ttown; & Tallaseehatchi e and t he northwest 

corner On Tarrapi n cr eek there may be a few but most of 

t h at to vn is in the Cheerokee nat on & of cours e I di d 

no t go beyond the l i mits of my agency- for these three 

Counti e s I I have appo i nted Ma j or Davi d Conner , & Mr Is ac 

Estell , both on the Same t erms Vi z $3 per day when em

ployed , I r athe r think they wi ll r equire more afs i stance 

bu t as . yet wi l l not extend the number ; In Tallapoosa there 

are a gr ea t many t owns t he exact number . or name s of a I 

do no t as ye t know but there i s the Hi abees; Oaktarsausay; 

Kohomuts=Ki gar tskar; Chattoksofkar. Kialige ; b e s i de the 

large towns of allas ee & Tuckabatchi e all these are in 

Col Young & Mr Pages di stri ct , for I di d not deem i t nec

efsary to p l ace any one as yet permanently in Tuckabatchie 

orTallasee t hos e town being the i mmedi ate r esidence of 

Opothleholo & very host i le to emi gr at i ng t o Ar kansaw, In 

Macon , Barbour, Rufsell & Chambers I have Ma j or Blue & 

his party Mr Sommervill e Mr . CUnni ngham. Mr Wi l son Mr. 

Leonard, MEjor Phipps , Mr Simms and My sel f ; The numb er of 

Indians & names of the towns in those count i es I have not 
of 

yet received an accurate acrount but they ar e very numer-
~ 
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ous The preliminary arrangements are now completed , they 

may require some additions & some alterations of stations 

but these things will be attended to as circumstances re

quire them, Mr Edw Royster who I appointed on the 6 May 

as an afsistant Conductor & sent to Taladega upon the 

recon~endation of a gent eman who I had supposed wel 

qualified to Judge of the proper kind of persons required 

for th s businefs; I dismifsed as soon as I reached T la

dega he had paid no attention to my orders made no reports 

& of course I had no use for such officers , this course I 

have l aid dovn for my O\vn conduct , to do my duty & compell 

every man to do h s , or dismifs him; in the case of Co 

Hunter I feal much delic cy if ~e were act i ng under strick 

Military usage I should certain y arres t h i m as soon as he 

joined for disobedience of orders , he as ordered on the 

18 of April to r epair to Tuckabatchie between the first 

& fifth o · May a s the enclosed Copy of my let ter will shew . 

& while at Taladega I heard he had r ecei ved the order & 

was to have travelled i nto the nation i n company with a 

gentleman who I met at that place , but as yet I have nothing · 

from him officially, his neglect of duty & absence has 

materially retarded my arrangements and thrown much labou r 

& responsibility on my hands , I feal very much di sposed 

to suspend h im as soon as he joins & refer is case to the 

Department for their decifsion , as he has received his ap 

pointment from the Deparu ent i t is the on ly co troul I 
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can exercise over him; If however when he does j oin (i 

ever) Should he not exhibit more zea & promptnefs in t he 

discharge of the duties afs i gned hi m I sha not hes itate 

to suspend him, for I wil not b e bothered by indo ent 01 · 

inattentive offi cers on a service of th s character 

The cre ek nation _s t o have a grand Council on the 

11th inst the object of th s meeting i s to determine their 

course on the subject of Emi grati on , Ben Haw i ns has a

turned & made no purchas e of Te as ; as I suspected the 

land was sold to a e York Company , a , or B ue seen Haw

kin~ & he d a convers at i on wi th h i m & says he has changed 

h is vi ews & will advise Opothleholo to remove to r ansaw -

if he does so , in good f aith Opothleho o may be induced to 

go, but there a re so many obstacle s ari sing every day , 

Tuskina has a plan of Coloni zi ng his part o the nation 

on a large tract of land south of the Federa road be 

longing to Cap . ~ • "lal er who i s to re ceive in paymen t 

the ·lands of such I n ans as may join Tuskina ; th s is 

a speculation of Cap . alker 1 s, Opothleho o & h s party 

on the other h and is f or b r eaking Tus i na ; & de eat h i s 

project, again Sampson Grayson a hal f b r eed of the Hi l a 

bees an Emigrant of 1 s t f 1 has writ en letters to his 

relations making gr eat Complai n s , these comp aints Judge 

Tarrant informed me ha been spread over th t part of the 

nation 8r did the ca.use much inju ry whether true or f a se 

it is all the Same the Ind ns beli eve eve ry t h i n Sampson 

Grayson writes or says • The funds to pay the annuity is 
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here & I have sent Mr ~ilson exprefs to Judge Tarrant 

informi ng him of that fact & r equesting h i m to fix a day 

as soon as pofsible for the payment , untill that i s over 

I shall not open a Camp "The Contractors i ds ere open 

on 3l~t ult . I under stand f om Capt Page it tan s at 7~ 

or 7~ or ! per r at on . & one Doll per bushe & one Doll 

pr Cwt for Corn & Corn f odder , but the parties have not 

yet enter ed i nto bond; the Contract is very r easonable 

& the part ies are able to perform the Service ; 1 your let

ters of 24h April , gh ay . 21 . & 23 May is at hand; Li eut 

enant Deas has not yet arrived; wi th Capt Page he will 

be quite suff ici ent to m ke all the disbursements that 1i ll 

be required untill fall, should others be require from 

the mafs of emigrati on that may present themselves i the 

fall I shall give the Dep! time y not i ce ; but I do no ex

pect to b e able to move· but a small p rty befor e Sep ; 

I have the honor to r emai n 

our Ob H Sert . 

Jno . B. Hogan 

(OIA: 1835 . Creek (Emi gr . ) Jobn B. Hogan , Supt . ) 
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Fort Mitchell 4th June 1835 

nr Sir, 

Thera is one subject I wish to lay before the depart

ment and I avail myself of the occasion to do so, the pay 

of my afsistants is not adequate to the duties & responsi

bility that rests on them; The high prices of corn fodder 

& living in the nation is at least equal to two doll ars 

& fifty cent s per day & with all the economy that can be 

used will average Two doll ars per day , for it must be re

membered that they are going all the time & must submit 

to the charges of the country as their present duties 

will not admit of their mefsing until! they encamp; they 

are required to find their own horse & pay their own ex

pences and in many parts of the nations their horses have 

to live on corn alone which after a hard ride is very apt 

to bring on disease, I have allr eady nearly lost two 

horses & my afsistants Major Blue & Mr Sommerville has 

each lost a very valuable horse. worth $150 each . I know 

their is no provision made by law for payin for hors es 

killed in such service, but I hope the department will 

aid us in an application before Congrefs for remunera-

tion for horses lost in this service, otherwise it will 

fall so heavy on those officers that I fear they will be 

compelled to retire from the employment - Mr Sommerville 

has been one month in service & will receive $120 & lost 

a horse worth $150 - these cases I fea r may occur oftener 

& will be a severe lofs to those Gentlemen; my present 



object is to lay those cases before the dep~ for future 

reference, I have the honor to remain your Obed 

To Genl Gibson 

Com G. s. 
Washington 

Humb Sevt 

Jno B Hogan Sup~ Creek Emgr 

(OIA: 1835 Creek (Emigr. ) John B. Hogan, Supt .) 
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Fort Mitchell sh June 1835 

Sir 

Major Blue & Mr Sommerville have just returned from 

Visiting the towns in the South of this Viz Hitchitee 

Youfalloo, Uchee , Oswitchee , Chehaw . Holallahoanna . & 

Tolanar Towns . they report that nothing can be known sat

isfactori ly of the views of these Indians untill after the 

grand council, many told them they would go but they seem 

to have no confidence in their profefsions but in the fall 

they say there is little doubt of a very large emigration; 

this corresponds with all I have heard from the various 

parts of the nation , still I think I shall be able to get 

a party as soon as the Annuity i s paid, I shall make a long 

talk to the Creek nation at this council if I can get an op

portunity to do so , & shall explain to them their true sit

uation, & request an answer at the payment of the Abbuity, 

this is all I can do untill I try the effect of an encamp

ment, & I am of the opinion that is the only effectual mode 

of Knowing the succefs of my efforts : I am glad to know it 

is the opinion of Col Crowell & all that i s fully acquainted 

with the Indian Character. they all say that untill that is 

done no opinion can be obtained truly of them: I shall there

fore pitch my tent as soon as pofsible after the payment of 

this annuity & tell all such as say they will go to Come 

into Camp & enroll their names & receive provision, if this 

does not succeed I do not know what will, The fact is there 

is so many rascals at work to defeat the views of the Gover-
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ment that it is a most perplexing duty and makes me all

most regret I accepted the appointment , but as I have en-

gaged I cannot in honor back out & shall continue to strug

gle on & see if I cannot ultimately overcome these difficul -

ties. I have never yet failed to Surmount the numerous dif -

ficulties I have had to encounter thro life & I should dis-

like to be found failing in this; but I ho pe that by perse-

verance & patience, I may ultimately succeed . and I will 

persevere to the end: but I can afsure you that the lenity 

& mil~nefs of the Goverment as well as its patriotic & par-

ental feelings towards these people are not appreciated by 

them but are entirely lost on them, their principal chiefs 

as well as all their cl1iefs are a poor drunken , lying, worth

lefs set of rascals, & the truth is not in them , they are 

quick at exacting every thing for their own benefit & will 

not llisitate to lie themselves out of a performance of their 

own obligations; a few days ago I met at the Tavern at this 

post 6 of the chiefs among them Neo Mico , & Efie matla; they 

took no notice of me & appeared as if they did not wi sh to 

Know me, I sent for my interpreter & told them I wanted to 

have a talk with them, and i nvited them to my room, they 
not 

asked me if I could~say to them there what I wished to corn-

municate, I repl yes. & then informed them who I was , they 

said they kriew me and Said those Indians that wanted to go 

might do so, they did not stop them; I told them. they should 

advise their people to go who had sold their land; they said 
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they had done so. I asked them why they did not do so too ; 

I asked them if they had not sold their own land, they s aid 

they had not: I repeated my qu estion , they still denied it . 

& I was afsured by Cap t Page & others that both had sold 

their lands; I t is to be r egretted that the provision in the 

12 article of t he treaty was ever placed there the obligat i on 

to emigrate should have been peremptory after the Sale of 

their land: and I ~ convinced that befor e they will consent 

to go, for~e will h ave to be used by the State Authorities ; 

if Cap. Walker can effect his proj ect of Colonizing them on 

his land we shall be cursed with a portion of this wretched 

population: the people i n t h is county have made a requis i-

tion on Gov Gayle for an armed forse & I learn he has writ
also 

ten the Dep~ on the subject the Governor has writ ten me on 

this subj ect, enclosed i s a Copy of his letter & my answer , 

I have no doubt but a Company of Infantry may be serviceable 

at this pos t , but more than one Company will be uselefs , to 

furnish small part i es to back the civil authority when r e

quired if all sufficient, the peop l e a e a ked or it 

it will be well to let them have at least the countenance 

of such protection; I hope I shal l be able to report more 

flattering of my affairs i n my n ext s I shall meet al l my 

agents at the Council. neither Lieut Deas or Col Hunter 

has yet joined or been heard from I l eave here tomorrow 

for the council ground 
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I remain your Obt Sevt 

To Genl Gibson 

Com. Genl Subs 

Washington City 

J no . B Hogan 

Sup~ Creek ~ migration 

P.S. Enclosed is copies of a few of my letters to my agents . 

I send them to shew the manner I am performing this duty and 

hope it will meet your approbation --

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr . ) J ohn B. Hogan , Supt . ) 



To 

Col, Whorter Rector 

U. S. Sub Agent 

Sir 

Western Creek Nat ion June . ll~h 1835 

I have had your lett er explained to the Chiefs in Coun

cil, and they r equest me to say to you that they are and 

will be much in need of - axes, Weeding Hoes , Grubbing Ho e s , 

Drawing Knives, Chissels, and Augers & hand saws as the 

Season is far a dvanced and our farmin g Tools a r e in Ver y 

bad Order We request t hat you will as Soon as pofsible 

get the Black Smiths wi th the quant ities of Iron and Steel 

which we are entitled to from the Government - we wi sh One 

of the Black Smiths to go on the North fork of the Canadian 

at the place where we have Sele c ted for him, there is one 

house at the place whi ch Ma_g!: Armstrong i:R-E.is-li:te -ti::me 

said he would pay for and take it for a Shop - In t h e Selec

tion of the Iron we should like to have a prop ortion o f it 

in plow moulds . 

I am with respect 

Your friend & Brother 

Holy Mcinto s h 

(OIA: 1835. Western Supt'y. John Dr e·w .) 
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Sir, 

Sete l e cha Counci l ground 

June 14~~ 1835 

It is becoming da i l y more apparent that the Indians 

are labouring under some s ecre t influence opposed to the 

views of the Government , and that our labours among them 

are becoming dai l y more doubtfull and di fficult , and that 

it will be absolut ely necefsary , that every Officer en

gaged in t he emigration should redouble , if pofsible , 

their exertion t o get them off . as their own preservation 

of the lives of ou r Citi zens, as well as the peace of the 

Country, demand the i r i mmedi ate removal ; and from the ex-

tended Sphere of my Agency i t i s i mpofsible I can be 

every where, and the importance ~ h aving the Nat i on di-

vided into District s, and havi ng an Afst . Agent in each 

one, with a sufficient number of Afsis t ant s to ai d him 

in getting t he I ndi ans to emigr ate , has been long sjnce 

determined on by me - Your Section of the nation , I had 

intended, should be pl aced under Col . Hunter , but as 

there is no hopes of his j oining , I can no longer defer 

making my final arrangement , and shall therefor e , take 

the responsibility of Appoi nting you an Afst . Agent for 

that Section of t he nat i on, an place unde r your controul 

the Officers in Benton , Randolph, Taledaga , and Coosa 

Counties; you will t herefor e, t ake the Superintendence 

of those Officers; receive t hei r r epor t s; consoli date 

the Substance of them and weekly report the same to me 

b7 mail at Fort Mitchell; you will select the mo s t conven-



lent places within your District for encamping such In

dians and families as will enrole for emigration , and re

port the places to me; you will not allow them to remain 

longer than five days i n the first encampment , before you 

will march them to your De~pot or general rendezvous, 

which general rendezvous, will be selected on account of 

its centrality and convenience to wood , water , and pro

visions, and at the same time , on or near the road lead

ing from the Nation towards our destined rou te , the exact 

day that you will be authorized to open your Camp . shall 

be communicated to you in t i me . You will have to aid 

you in Coosa; Mefsrs Page , Sharp, H. Young , B. Young , 

and s. Robbins: At Taledaga, Maj . D. Connor , who r esides 

near the line. as yet ther e is no one in Benton or Ran

dolph, Mr, Ragsdale I shall appoint Afst. Conductor , he 

has just returned f rom Arkansaw, after having went there 

with the last party of emigrants; his knowledge of the 

Indian Character and their language, will make h i m a very 

valuable Afsistant, and as you will want another or two , 

I shall appoint a gentleman recommended to me by Judge 

C. C. Clay, a Mf Vandeburgh, who has resided at Mf Con

nors for some time past . To avoid expense in Linkesters 

you had better send him among the Indians with Mr Rags

dale, in fact the feelings manifested of late by the In

dians towards emigration, render it necefsary , that not 

lefs than two, should always ride together, as I do not 
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believe it is safe to send one Officer alone . Ridge and 

Van the, Cherokee Chiefs have promised me , that they would 

order out such Creeks as have recently removed from Tara

pin Creek i nto the disputed Territory . it will be well 

to go t here or send Mr Vandeburgh and Mr Ragsdal e into 

that part of the Country , and endeavour to induce thos e 

Indians t o enrole for emigration at once , with the afsist

runoe of Van & Ridge , I think this can be easily effected. 

The Contr actor has not yet given his bonds , and until 

that i s done, we cannot encamp 

Isaac Es t ell Esqr 

Afst. Agent Remvl 

Your Obt - Servt 

Jno , B. Hogan 

Supdt . Creek emigration 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr . ) John B. Hogan, Supt . ) 
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Major Blue 

D Sir 

Report from Coln Harrison Young dated 

Soakaportoy June 27 1835 

I drop you a line by your Son , When I last Saw 

Coln Hogan I promised to report to you at Fort Hull I have 

been constantly among the Indians Since I Saw you at the 

Council & it is the Same old tale over again . that a great 

many Will emegrate in the fall at this time i t is out of 

the question to do any thing but to visit t heir towns and 

encourage them for fall Emigration you will repot to Coln 

at fort Mitchell, excus e my my bad pen I w 11 refer you to 

your Son for further particulars 

Major Blue 

yours respectfully 

H. Young 

(OIA: 1835. Creeks (Emigr.) John B. Hogan, Supt .) 



Fort Mitchell 2ehJune 1835 

To Genl Gibson 

Sir 

Nothing new has occurred here since my last report 

except a publication which appeared in a Columbus paper 

taken from the Nacatotchez Gazette purporting to be a let

ter written by Col Bean of the Mexican army & followed by 

a Statement made by a gentleman of that Country, believing 

a few copies of this paper would be serviceable I sent over 

to· a friend to procure me four or five of the papers con

taining this letter, but not being able to procure them, he 

had a few copies struck off in the extra form, a Copy of 

which I herewith enclose, Mr Sommerville had just return 

from the western part of the nation & informs me that the 

Columbua Enquirer had been received there & had created 

much excitement, that Opothleholo had kept back from the 

Indians a full knowledge of this businefs & was now much 

alarmed for his own safety, & that it was the Opinion of 

the well informed that he would hurray off to Arkansaw I 

hope it may be so; But it appears to me that if this letter 

of Col Beans is genuine and has been answered by the depart-

ment, that the publicity of the Answer would do much to 

convince these people that their views & projects was en

tirely discountenanced by the Dep~ the letter of the Secre

tary of War to the sub agent Judge Tarrant on this subject 

was Copied & the copy sent to Opothleholo; but he has kept 

the substance of that Communication to himself & as I am 
he 

atsured~has never communicated it to Tuskina or the other 
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principal Chiefs, and t hey knew nothi ng yet of the Opinions 

& decefsions of the Department on this subject another bene

fit that would resu l t from a 
1
publication , would be that those 

friendly to the Emigr ation would be able to contend with 

those Mischievous persons, who a~e secretly opposing the 

emigration -- . 

The lower t owns are to meet here on the l~t July to re-

ceive from the ch i efs the i r portion of the Annuity , I shall 
effort is 

make another~ among them; But thei r one subject I must cal l 

your attent ion t o & ask for further powers . by your regula

tions you al l ow twenty days to encamp & that each party must 

be 500 strong . the Twenty days allowed for encampment I 

think is ample , indeed i t is more time than I am willing to 
(500) 

allow, but the r e s t r i ctions on the number should be left to 

my discretion, and i t i s a sub j ect that bothers me more than 

·any other part of the r egulations , If I open a Camp , & 350 

or 400 comes in, & the 20 days expi re s & stil l we are short 

100 or more or l ef s . what am I to do ; ? di sband those we have 

here for 20 days feeding? that wi ll never do - to Mar ch 

them off I am restrai n ed by your regulati ons & cannot go 

with lefs than 500. = and it i s i mpofs ible to calculate 

with any degree of certainty bef ore we do en camp ; - If you 

will authorize me to us e a sound dis cre t i on on this sub j ect , 

I shall at once Commence, & if the f irs t party should be 

sent off with 3 or 400 it wil l be much to ou r advantage , 

for it will Convince those i n t endi ng to go i n the fall that 

with me they must be punctual, for I wi ll not allow them 
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more than f rom five to ten days i n Crump before I send them 

ott, If t he Indi ans were or could be collected in one Camp 

much~ the diff iculty which now attends this subject would 

be obviated , but i n making up our parties we have to col

lect them s cat t ered over Nine large Counties , & suppose I 

start wi th 150 f r om Fort Mitchell at Fort Hull I am joined 

by 100 mo r e. those in Coosa Benton & Taladega Concentrate 

at Shel ton ' s Station & crofs the Coosa river & do not unite 

with the lower party untill they reach Tuscaloosa the two 

part i es may then be over 500 or fall short - is it not bet

ter to send them on than to remain longer & thereby exhibit 

a doubtfull & unsteady habit which will allways have a per

nicious i nfluence on the indians; on the Score of expence 

give me di scretionary power over this Subject & I will take 

care t hat the expence shall not exceed what the same number 

wil l cos t in a party of 500= , Captain Page thinks the De

part does not care for parties lefs than 1. or 2000 , but 

this i s a different affair from Most Emigrations , the treaty 

in the f i r st place does not compell them to go & to get them 

out of the country the greatest patience & perseverance will 

be r equired & by promptly sending off those who Come into 

C~p none will come but such as are ready When they are 

ready t h ey should be marched off at once ; these suggestions 

are made because I feal the delicacy & tediousnefs of my 

situation, I shall however be governed strickly by your 

orders, the a l lowance of discretionary powers over this 
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subject I believe will have a good eff ect but it is for the 

Dept. to determine , and wi th that determinati on I shall be 

content --

I have the honor to 

remai n your Ob H Sev~ 

Jno . B. Hogan 

Superintendant Creek Emi gr at i on 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr . ) John B. Hogan , Supt .) 
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Fort Mitchell Ala . 30~h June 1835. 

To, 

General George Gibson 

Commifsary General of Subsistence 

General, 

I find that when I shall have occasion to leave this 

place in the performance of my duties as Disbursing Agent , 

in other parts of the Creek Nation, the use of a Horse will 

be absolutely necefsary. As I receive no extra compensation 

in the performance of this duty, it is impofsible for me to 

incur this expense upon the _bare emolument of Second Lieuten

ant. The purcha~ of t¥~ a Horse with the usual furniture 

would alone, make it necefsary for me to obtain more than 

two month's pay in advance . Under these circumstances , I 

request to be instructed how to act in regard to this mat 

ter in order that I may not risk making any expenditure of 

Funds that would not meet with the full approbation of the 

Department. 

I am General, Most Respect¥ 

Your Obd~ Servant 

Edw . Deas 

2~d Lieut 4~h Art illery 
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Report of Ma j or u. Blue Se i n 

Fo t Hu ll Ju l y 4 , 1835 

Dr Col0 

I receivd yours of the 29th June three day s ago at 

Tuckabatcha wh er e I hav e be en ev er Since the day after Mr 

Summervill was here 1s t t he l and i nvesti gat on 2nd the dis 

tribution of the anuity, which they had not when I l eft thi s 

morning yet accomplished , young Grason and Some of the fis h 

Pond and Hilabays Says thei r will be a thous and a t l east 

from that neighbour hood ready by the first of Sept ember . 

they are now prepairing , they Say they dont intend to wait 

to gather corn; as s oon as it get s f i t to f eed on, they mean 

to fatten t heir poneys on it , and they dont want to be l ater 

in Starting t han 1s t of September . I have also Seen old J oe 

Bruner. who says that h e and McGilver r y of t he Hi ckory Ground 

Town has come t o an ar r a ingement between thems elves that as 

Soon as all tho se tal s are over ., ( the I nve s t i gation o f 

Stolen Land and ar rai ngement s of t h e 29 ' Se ct i ons ) they 

have fixed t he ir boundary line among t he towns i n that Qu ar

ter so that each is to h ave their ovm towns to opperat e in . 

they don~ want any thi ng Sai d about it yet , but when they 

get their plans r i pe they will let me know , and they wil l 

go right to work wi th al l the i r mi ght & Shove them r i gh t 

into camp. they have both got lar ge connexi ons and they 

think they will be able to take from 500 . to 1000 . The 

old dog warriors of the Ala Town who wa s more host i le when 
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I first came here than any of them, Sent me word few days 

ago he discovered they could not stay here . that he wanted 

to See the mad Tiger of the Coos audays he would then let me 

know when they would remove, Yesterday I had a ta k with 

the Mad Tiger who Says they have not given out all Idea of 

Texas, and they will be r eady to remove to Arkansaw the last 

of August t hose two towns I think will amont to 3 or 4 hun 

dred I have little doubt but the Tuskeegees & Chearhaws wil 

go with them a s they live j ouni ng and have Sold their lands , 

enclosed is a report from Coln Young . We have enroled but 

few for the summer Emigrat i on and those exprefs Some disap

pointment in not having the Camps opened their is a few more 

who Says we dont enrol but open your Camps we will then come 

in and enrol but we c~n make no certain ca culation on the 

number that wou ld come i n Suppose we should get ~QQ only 

200 hundred for the Summer and you ware to Start them . what 

would be the additional Expense to the Goverment my idia is 

there would be none only perhaps to the Contractor and dont 

you believe the advantage of keeping up the Camps- would 

over ballance all the exbra expence 

Col. Hogan 

Ft Mitchell 

Signed your Ob H Ser 

U Blue 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) .John B. Hogan , Supt . ) 
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Fort Mitchell 5 July 1835 

Sir 

Our prospects for a fall emigration are very flatter

ing rund I now have no doubt but we shall in a few weeks 

have enough for all to do in this quarter, On the l~t 2~d 

& 3rd of this month the lower towns Viz . Cusetas , Cowetas , 

Broken Arrow, Oswitchees , Uchees , Chehaes Hitchetees, Tol-

owarchlocko. & Sowwackolo~ met at this place to divide their 

share of the last annuity, It afforded me a fine opportuni

ty of cultivating their acquaintance and of publicly ad

drefsing them, which I did thro Benjamin Marshall who ·acted 

as Interpreter, I remined them of their present situation 

& explaind to them why they could not remove to Texas & 

how ridiculous it was for Tuskena & Captain Walker to think 

of Colonizing them on the pararie near Fort Hull , I explained 

to them the advantage of Emigration under the foster care of 

the President their father and .that to him alone they must 

look for protection that the promises of individuals would 

prove false, that many of them had sold their land to per

sons who had promised them that they might forever remain 

& live on it, that those promises in the end would prove 

false, for those very men wou~d in nine cases out of ten 

sell the land to strangers, who would turn them off as 

soon as they went into pofsefsion &c . I told them I was 

sorry that I could not tell something that would be more 

pleasing, but I must tell them the truth, it was my duty 

to do so, and it was th&ir interest to believe what I told 

them, atter they had Settled their present businefs 

several of the principal Chiefs of the Cowetas, Broken 
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Arrow & others crume to my room , and told me they would take 

my talk, that they were satisfied that they could not remain 

here and would all go wi th me in September that all their 

people would go together, that they were now Satisfied that 

there was no confidence to be placed in the talk of their 

head men, Neo Mico , Tuskena & Opothleholo and it was now 

time to go, and they would be ready in Sep~ whiie I was ad

drefsing the chiefs in council Neo Mico . Efrat martla - & 

Eneah martla started up & left the room, these three are 

all men of h i gh rank & i nfluence but much opposed to Emi

gration they fear ~ they go west they will be reduced in 

rank in the new country, after I had Cone uded Marshall 

and Paddy Carr two intelligent half breeds each addrefsed 

the council and lashed their chiefs very severely for leav

ing the council; they asked their countrymen if that was the 

way to treat the agents of the gover.ment when they were sent 

among them? and that it was evident those chiefs were going 

Etray & following bad council , that i f those chiefs thought 

proper to do so, they would not follow them and advised the 

Indians to look & act for themselves = in the afternoon Neo 

Mico was arrested at the suit of a Mr Williams for harbour 

ing his negroes & held to bail this circumstance afforded 

me another opportunity of drawing a Contrast between their 

situation here & what it would be in their new Country - . 

I shall leave here the day after tomorrow for the up

per towns & shall visit every station in the nation & ever y 
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indian town & hope shortly to receive an answer to my let

ter of the 28 ultimo , the enlargement of my authority as 

requested would releave me from the pai nfull difficulty 

I teal on that subject there are now a great many Indians 

ready to go, but whether they will amount to five hundred 

is more than I can tell untill they are encamped 

I have the honor to remain -

Your Ob H Ser 

J no B. Hogan 

Sup . Creek Emigrat ion 
. 

To Genl George Gibson 

Washington City 

Major Estell reports very favourably of his Section so 

does Major Blue. 

To Genl Gao Gibson 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr . ) John B. Hogan , Supt.) 
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Fort Mi tchell 8 July 1835 

Sir 

Things really begi n to look up i n this quarter , I had 

a visit yesterday from Neah Martla the head Chief of the 

Hitchitees he called on me i n company wi th his Son in l aw 

Hardridge t o t ell me he had studied the matter fully & has 

now determined to take my talk & Emigrate to Arkansaw and wou ld 

be ready in t hree weeks, that he had a small patch of corn 

which he wanted t o eat & fatten his poney on & he was ready , 

he Stated he h ad no money , no meat & little or nothing to 

eat & could not r emai n here any longer , I gave him out of 

my pocket a li ttle money which delighted the old man & he 

shook me very cordi ally by the hand & went off . he says he 

will carry wi t h h i m all his t r ibe the Hitchitees enclosed 
a copy of 

is a report f rom Ma j or Blue who attended at Tuckabatchie the 
~ 

division of t he other half of the annuity, he speaks very 

favourably of our prospects in that quarmr so does Col 

Harrison Young fo r our fall Movement which is now close at 

hand I shall either go thro the nation or send a party in 

a few days as no thi ng tends so much to sti r up the Sub j ect 

of Emigration as to keep the officers constantly Moving 

among them, it keeps their Minds bent on the subject & forses 

them to reflect on the i r present Condi tion & compell them 

to anticipate better times i n a new countr y =· I still hope 

you will give me the discretionary powers asked for in my 

letter of 28. ult 
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I have the honor to 

r emai n your Ob H Se~v 

Genl. Gibson 

Com G. Subs 

Washington Ci t y 

Jno . B. Hog an 

Supt Creek Emigration 

(OIA: 1835. Creek ( Emigr . ) John B. Hogan , Supt . ) 
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Fort Gibson 15 July 183 5 

Sir 

I returned here on t he 9~~ and have since been enga ed 

in annuity Disbursements &C. Althou h you des ired Capt 

Stephenson's abstracts to embrace the whole of t he 2~~ 

quarter 1835 ; yet as the quart e r had exp ired , and the 

disbursements &C. were in my n ame , I hav e thought it best 

to enclose the retul"ns and vouchers f or my disbursements 

during that quarter. I enclo se a lso a muster roll . The 

deaths and desertions are deducted in the b ody of the roll , 

which shews the true numb e r a t present in each family . 

On Capt Png e 1 s roll was 493 . Of these I f ound only 471 

on the ir arrival. The o thers had deserted &C. 

My abstracts &C cont ain the disbursements f or the sub 

sistence and transport at ion of Tommy Hay ' s and Acha Wicha , 

~ ho emigrat e d in August and Oct . 1833 ; whi ch d isbursement 

I was required to make by yours of 6 Nov . 1834 . They had 

subsisted thems e lves durin the year , and I paid them for 

a years Subsistence. 

The l ate Creek emigrants a r e comfor t ab ly situated , 

and are likely to r a i se pretty good c rops of corn . 

The remote p oints at which my duti e s h a s r equi r ed my 

presence, while subsisting the Creeks and Cherokees , h a s 

obliged me to travel the g r eater part of my time . Owing 

to the expenses to whi ch I am thus subj e ct ed , l have made 

a small cha r ge of this kind f or a ctu a l tra vellin expenses . 



That part o f the Cherokee furniture which was left 

at Little Rock, and was afterwards shipped to Col . Clar ks, 

about 100 miles below this , arri ved here a few days sinc e . 

Vfuat may have been its value wh en shipped I know not . Capt 

Brown informs me it was of no gr eat value . It is cert a in

ly of little value now . Part of t h e furniture was lost and 

damaged, whi ch I stated for Cap t . Brown ' s inf ormati on on 

the back of the bill of lading . 

Gen. Gao. Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub . 

Ver y respectfully 

Your humble obt Servt 

J . Van Horne Lieut 3 Inf 

Disb A ent I . R. 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Lt . J . VanHorne, Dis . Agent. ) 
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Bl ack s Store Chambers City 4 August 

Dr Sir 

I have since the last time I wrote you been with the 

cusetaws and cowe t aws the cowetaws are firm no Alteration 
my last 

sinceAI was Yes terday a t a Ball Play where I saw James Is -

leands and Kotche rTus ta nuga they are makeing every pre -

peration fo r an early start I have appoint ed the first day 

of Sep~ t h ough I think it best to strike camp by the 15t h 

at Least as t here is a Number of them ·wishes Encampment , 

The Cussetaws I find but Litle allteration Yet t hough I 

think the prospect . Good for a part and . likely the hole 

the old Chief Tuckabacha hadjo . Talks very pleasant but 

does not agree to go yet at the Same time does not 

object to hi s peoples Going if any thing new you ~ill 

please Info rm me 

I am Sir Your obdt Svt 

Coln John B. Hogan 

Special Agent 

Jno . Phipp 

(OIA: 1835. Cr eek (Emi gr . ) John B. Hogan, Supt . ) 



Tuscaloosa 4 Aug~ 1835 

Sir (sic) 

your several letters of the 18~h 18~~ & 22~d ultimo 

reached me at this place last evening, finding a dull mo

ment in the Creek nation created by the Commencement of 

their great feast "The Green Corn Dance I availed myself 

of the occasion to ride over here to visit three of my 

Children that are at Schoo·l in this to\m & requested the 

post Master to forward me any official letters that might 

t arrive within the week I shall return to F Mitchell by 

the Taladega rout in a day or two I hope to receive your 

permitsion to visit your city to enable me to escort my wife 

& daughter to Alabama, I am sure I can l eave the creek na-

tion without any detriment to the public serviGe fo r that 

long at this particular period. 

I am much gratified to find my efforts have met your 

approbation & am Still more pleased to be abl e to state 

that I have anticipated you on the reduction of my afsist

ants having laid on the Shelf nearly half of them f rom the 

1 July and Shall dismifs every one I can do without, It 

was never my intention to retain the full list, but their 

temporary employment was absolutely necefsary and as soon 

aa I could dispense with them.without losing their in

fluence I have done so. I am glad you have granted me 

the discretionary powers over the Wumbers that should Con-

stitute a party, but I fear the Season has pafsed for 

availing myself of the privaledge, the Indians have com

menced the green Corn Dance & while it lasts they think 
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of nothing else & this entire month will be consumed in 

frolicking & s t 11 the question or the 29 sections is un

settled, it appears I done Judge Tarrant injustice in 

stating that he had postponed the Council, Called at Dud-

lys it now appears it was the work of Cap~ "'1. ialker who 

sent Tuskena to Fort Mitchell to Stop Neo Mico and the lower 

Chiefs from going to Dudlys & thereby break up the meeting 

and prevent the transfer of those lands, his project it 

see ms was succefsful, Tarrant attended but could do no-

thing as all the Southern Chiefs was absent, Mr Sommerville 

attended then & received reports from my afsistants which I 

requested him to have Copied & forwarded to you -I relati6n 

to Col Hunter I have suspended him as soon as I could reach 

him and have ordered him to repair to Fort Mitchel l to await 

the decifsion of the Dep. my reasons for so doing are as 

follows, I ordered him in April last to repair to Tuckabatchie 

& meet me by the l~t May at that place and if I did not reach 

there at the appointed time to ride among the towns & Culti

vate the friendship of the Chiefs, I reached there on the 

eveng of the 2r or 3d of May. Col H not having made his ap

pearance I left a written order fo r him & then crofsed over 

thro the center of the nation to Fort itchell, On my return 

to Tuckabatchie about the 15 or 20 May my letter was still 

there, and I was then on my rout thro the entire nation & hoped 

to tall in with him in the upper end of the nation and took 

up my letter as it Contained an order for him to repair to 

Fort Mitchell which would be unnecefsary should I meet him, 

On reaching Taladega I met a gentleman just from Tuscumbia 
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who had seen & Conversed with Col Hunter & who informed 

me that he had made arr angements with Col H to travel! ·into 

the nation together; On my return from J acksonville to Tala

dega I di~ided my party & sent Mr Cunningham & Mr Wilson 

back to Tuckabatchie with a letter addrefsed to Col Hunter 

(thinking as a matter of course he would obey his orders & 

repair directly to Tuckabatchie & not wishing him to be 

left for a moment without orders I directed him to visit 

a small town east of that place & then repair for further 

orders to Fort Mitchell where he would find me: and I then 

retur ned thro the eastern side of the nation to Ft M. Mr 

Cunningham left the lette r at the only tavern (Mr Powells) 

in Tuckabatchie as the most certain place for him to get the 

letter, In June I repaired to setilicha Council ground, 

thinking Col H if he ever intended to come would be there, 

until then I had left all the Taladega district under the 

orders of afsis~ Conductor Waiting for Col Hunter to take 

charge of them & make me weekly reports, his not appearing 

I gave him up and called all the officers together and gave 

each man his orders and afsigned each his duty & post & I 

then promoted Mr Estell to the afsistant agency, Some time 

in July Col H made his appearance in the Taladega district, 

he immediately began to give orders to others but paid no 

attention to my orders to repair to Tuckabatchie and it now 

seems that you had also given him Similar orders, nor did 

he report his arrival, It appears from his letter that he 
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visited Grayson to stop that f ellow' s mouth, but this he 

was bound to do as may of the reports personally Concerned 

the Col. and it was hi s interest & duty to stop them as soon 

as pofsible, he cont i nued to remain i n that Count~r m1till 

he was shown a let t er from me in whi ch I used this exprefsion 

Viz. That if the Col eve r expect ed any pay he had better obey 

his original orders ." he t hen came to Tallasee a small town 

at the falls of Tallapoosa & four miles above the town of 

Tuckabatchie and f r om that pl ace he made t he first written 

report I ever r e ced from h i m, he next goes to Dudleys as he 

says expectimg t o meet me there , & from that place he writes 

me he s hould retur n to Talla see and there await orders . 

whereas by obeying hi s orders & going 4 Miles he would have 

found his orders; t h is let t er wa s handed me at the Big Uchee 

Bridge on my way he r e, I had Mr Wilson with me for the pur

pose of carrying orders t o Major Blue & others then at Tucka

batchie & by M Wilson I wrot e f rom The pole cat spring to 

Col H informing him I had r eport ed him to the Dep~ & he might 

repair to Fort Mitchell and awai t your dec i f sion, ith that 

decifsion I shall be perfectly satisfied the f act is Col H 

is a good natured good f or nothing s ort of a man and his 

absence bas been no lofs t o t he s ervi ce but i t may be to 

Capt Page who informs me he l ent him $100 last fall to en

able him to get back from Arkansaw, I wi sh f or your deter

mination as well as to his conduct a s t o wha t pay he shall 

be· allowed -- my letter of the 4 June vras not intended as 

a request for an increase of pay for my afsis tants , but 



to notice the fact that t he pay is i nadequate & the lofs 

of horses which we are all subject to in or der that should 

those who loose ho r ses choose t o a p l y to Congrefs they may 

have my opinion on fil e to ref er to , & i f the Dep~ wil l aid 

them, it will be but an act of s i mple justice; Mr Estel l 

has since lost a horse. I be l ieve my visit to Washington 

at this moment (particularly if I could reach there befor e 

this contract was closed) would be productive o f much good 

as I could personal ly gi ve many explanations in r elation to 

Creek affairs that I should not like to do by l etter, and I 

could better understand the various views of the Dep~ and 

the President on the subject of the r emoval & to me person

ally it would be a gr eat a ccommodat i on & relief as my family 

does not wish to travell s o fa r by land without my protec

tion. 

I have the Honor to remain 

To Gnl G. Gibson 

your Ob Servt 

Jno . B. Hogan 

Sup . creek removal 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) J ohn B. Hogan , Supt .) 
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(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) John B. Hogan, Supt.) 

Randolph Alabama 

5th August - 1835 

Sir 

Agreeable to instruc t i ons from Mr Estill, I proceeded 

to the differrent, Indian towns - in Randolph Coosa and 

Tallapoosa counti es - and. fi nd that the Indians are anx-

ious to. Remove to there n ew- country west . of the Mif sessippie 

- as soon as they can di spose of there lands - but . the Sirte 

fying office being c losed at . present . prevents a great many 

from comeing - forward and - Enroolling - them . selves 

for Emigration . I have since I - left . the Council at . 

Dudleyr. on t he fifth of Augus t. enrolled . twenty seven 

pearsons - but - owing to some unacountable - tales that is 

constantly - circulated amongst. the Indians, by ~he - De -

signing pearsons - preMents - a great many from come ing for 

ward to enroll themselves for . emigration - they are still 

holding. back untill - something decessive i s done , so that 

they can come immedi a t ely i n to camp what . the conclusion 

will be amongst the Indians - as Regards their Remooval , 

Since the. Repo t has been ci r culated amoungst them - that . 

they are to be Remooved by a - companey - of men from Col 

umbus Geo - at . twenty dollars per . head= I - no - not - but . 

in. many places that I. have visited It. has created . a great . 

deel of excitement and . the Indi ans appear to be verry much 

opposed - to. any - such arraingement - on the part of the 

Goverment -

I - Remain. Respectfuly 
To 

c~! John B.Hogan 
your- obt - s ervt -

Moulden R d 1 t d 
Fort Mitchell ags a e Ass .- Gon uctor 

Sup.Int-creek Reml 
--~~----~--------------------



Mardisvill Ala 

August 7. 1835 

Coln Jno B. Hogan 

Sir 

Since my commumication at Dudleys I have Vis i ted the 

different posts of the conauc·t ing agents , i n my district. and 

am happy to inf orm you that the cause of Emigration is rapid

ly advancing we hav e enroled four hundred & fifty t hree that 

is willing to go into camps by t h15 of Sept next . Coucharta 

Town Chockolocko Chearhaw & Hill awee towns thei r chiefs are 

willing to emigrate and the most influential have enroled 

fo r this fauls Emigrat ion which I have no doubt will induce 

the ballance remaining to remove early next Spring , and I 

have no doubt that my former anticipations Exprefsed of 

raising two thousand in my district will be more than - real -

ized, unlefs some cause that I am not at present aware of, 

that may throw difficuletes i n the way . we have had a cur

rant report in ci r culat i on that the Ind i ans is to be removed 

by contract by the Georgi a Company which has caus ed much ex-

citment among them and unanimously protest aga inst Such a 
are 

mode of carrying them off, and many Set lersAaffraid if Such 

is the fact that they will r emain permanent neighbours which 

is our greatest desire to ge t r i d of 

I have honour to be your Obt Servant 

Col Jno B. Hogan Isaac Estill 

Super Creek Emigration Afsistant Agent 

Creek Emigra tion 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) John B. Hogan , Supt.) 



Fort Gibson 11 Aug . 1835 

Sir 

I enclose my accounts for Cherokee di sbur sements for 

2, I]-dquarter of present year, \V i th the vouchers . 

On the application of \~ & David Burgefs I h av e pa id 

15.50 for David Burgefs's commut ation al lo~ance for emi 

gration, in ac cordanc e with your l e tter t o Li eut . Seawe ll , 

extract from which is he r ewith . 

In those c ases where ifsue s wer e made irregul arly 

under Lieut. Seawell, and afterwards pafs ed to the con

tractors credit by me in a ccordance with your instruct ions 

so authorizing me to do, where I f ound t hat t he i f sues 

were correctly made ; t he c ertificate on t he b ack or the 

returns, including any such ca s es , mer e l y s t a t es that the 

ifsues 1ere made; in the other ca ses the f orm pr es crib ed 

by you is followed . 

In thes e cases, 1he r e beef h ad b een ifsued under my 

predecefsor, the rati on is 1~ l bs , that b ein the a llowance 

at the time these ifsues wer e made . A r emark t o th s amount 

is made on the abs t ract of i ssu es 

Numbers of thos e emi gr ants who crune from Geor ia , 

have appl~ed to me for plO a head , vYhich they say they 

were promised. David Burgefs i s among this numb er. 

~everal of the emigrants have appli ed to me f or pay

ment for hauling their corn unde r Lieut . Seawell' s Disb~ 

Agency. I have told them t hat I h ad no authority to pay 

such accounts. 
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I will send a quarterly roll b y next mail . 

ln yours of 10 June, you say of my telling m 
, ' L . 

Holt "that the ob ligation of govt towar d s him i s fulfi lled , 1' 

meaning thereby that he could not t he r eaft e r get provi s ions 

though he s h ould apply,- is not approved" &C, I hav e most 

respectfully to say tha t I us ed to h i m t he preci se l an guage 

mentioned by di r e c tion of Capt . Brown , who agr eed wi th me 

that it was necefsary to use t h is positive l an guage to p re 

vent him an d others fro m bre ak ing d own the rule e st abli s hed 

by the Dept. It had that effe c t ; f o r he soon a ft e r r e ceived 

his provisions; excep t corn , which I expect to i f sue h i m 

in a few days. It was not my expe c t a ti on that h e would 

be debarred from getting the provi s ions du e him, f rom gov

ernment whenever he should app l y f or it . My only a im · as 

to convince him that h e would n o t get cash, an d to prev ent 

him from setting a bad examp le. But a s I d o in a ll such 

cases, I rep orted the f a ct s fo r y ou r inf o rmat ion , an d f or 

y our instru c t ions. John Duncan is t he onl y emigr ant who 

refused to receive. The provi sion was repe a tly o f fe r ed 

him. He says Ma j. Curry promised them money in lieu of 

provisions, and that h e could do without either . He is 

in good circumstances . It i s proper t o men t ion that I 

had no roll of h im, until I r eceiv ed it from you early 

in April last. , I therefore had no authority to if sue t o 

him and one or t wo hundred others , until about six we eks 

before the close of the contra ct, and of t ho y ear f rom the 

time of their arrival . 
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So prefsing were their demands that I did ifsue to 

most of these however on my own r esponsitl lity before re 

ceiving the rolls. 

Gen. Geo. Gibson 

Com. Gen. Sub 

With great re~pect 

Sir your obt servt 

J . Van Horne Lt 3 Inf D. Agt . 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr . ) Lt . J . VanHorne , Di sb . Agent . ) 
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For t Gibson 13 August 1835 

Sir 

As the Arkansas has fo~ some time been too low, and is 

likely to be to o low to allow me to sh~p the 1000 Cr eek ri 

fles fo r some months , I would suggest whether i t would not 

be better to have them repaired here; as i t can be done at 

cost trifling compared to shipping them to Phil~ . and back 

for that purpos e. I have endeavoured to get Capt. Stephen

son or some other to afs ist me in inspecting them agreeably 

to your direc t i ons ; but have not yet succeeded . A proposi

tion of Mf Shaw to repair them was several months ago sub

mitted to the Commifsioner of Indian Affairs, as I am in

formed, by Capt McCabe Creek S . Agent, through Maj. Armstrong . 

This was done wi thout my knowledge. He proposed to repair 

all except 50 or 60 for $1 . 00 each , and these 50 er 60 at 

$2.50 each. Had the suggestion made in mine of 10 arch 

been approved , and carried into effect; these rifles could 

by this time probably have been repaired by the government 

smith & striker wi thout any expense to the U. States . An 

offer was made me by an excellent mechanic , to repair the 

whole at forty c ent s each , or at thirty cents each if carried 

to his shop t wen t y mi l es d i stant . Shaw is very anxious to 

get the job at t he r ate proposed by hi m; and at that rate 

it seems to me tha t it woul d be a much better plan than to 

ship them to Phil~. fo r t hat purpose, when the great diffi

culty & uncertainty of t he navigat i on of the Arkansas is 

taken into consideration. I am d i sposed to think they can 

be repaired .fo r much l efs than Mr Shaw pr oposes. I have 

1 9 4 



examined them myself. They were t aken to pi eces , well ·oiled, 

and put together losely. The di st i nct i on made by the board 

on their arrival between "414 which would be fit for service 

after being oiled and cleaned , having been under water and 

rusted", and "538 rifles drumged & rusty , stocks swollen , 

mounting separated &C , " cannot not (sic) be defined . Fifty 

or sixty are broken; the r emai nder are not . As I will pro

bably not be able to ship them before I can receive your 

reply, I would be gl ad to rece i ve your inst r uctions . 

Then I was relieved from duty among the .Creeks , it was 

deemed proper- by Capt . Brown Capt . s-tephenson and myself , 

that I should also t u r n over the r i fles blankets &C for the 

Creeks. On clo s e examinat i on by Capt . Stephenson and my

self and some other gentl emen of the powder reported by 

the board as apparently i n good order , it was found damaged 

and unfit for ifsue. I t s eems to have been damp , and to 

have lost its glofs and fi rmnef s . Twenty four and a half 

pairs blankets ere found damaged . Wi thout wishi ng to re

flect on these gentlemen, the blankets and powder seem to 

have been hastily looked over , and not careful ly exami ned 

by the board. They judged f r om t he appear ance of the boxes 

and kegs that they had not been under wa t e r, and the blank

ets were counted, but not minut ely i nspe cted . Fi ve pairs 

of those blankets are not Mackinaw blankets, but of infer

ior quality. The powder wa s immediate ly s tored carefully 

in the magazine, i~ charge of Gen. Arbuckle, and the 

blankets and lead in the ordnance stor e, al so i n charge 
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of Gen. Arbuckle. Ev ery necefsary care has been t aken of 

these articles since their arrival . I have t urned the 

blankets and lead over to Capt . St ephenson , there being 

no Creek Agent he r e . The damaged bl ankets and spoiled 

powder will speedi ly be sold . Plea se di r e c t what shal l 

be done with the powder reported damaged and unfit for 

ifsue. The bill of lad ing spec i fied 15 boxes, ( 45 kegs,) 

powder for Cr eeks, & t wo boxes (10 kegs) powder for Qua

paws. Thi s woul d make 55 kegs . There seems to be 69 

kegs. 

The report of Capt Stephenson and myself on the con

dition of al l these articl es except the rifles is enclosed . 

Mos t r espectful l y 

Si r 

Brig . Gen. Geo. Gi bson 

Com. Gen. Sub 

Your obt s ervant 

J . Van Horne Li eut 3 Inf . 

Di s b Agent I . R. 

(OIA: 1835. Cr eek (Emi gr . ) Lt . J . Van Hor ne Disb . Agent le s t . ) 
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Sir 

Georgia Columbus. 15. August 1835 

I have 

A few days back I understood. there has been a contract 
A 

made with certain ~hite persons to carry off the Indians 

of the Creek Nation at t wenty dollars pr head , 

Being in the act of moving with a lare e family am dis -

posed, to go a head of the large crowd and should like , to 

bear my own expences, could such a thing be allow ' d by the 

Government, and for to receive the same amount pr Head as 

contrac t ed for; I would like to Start in the course of next 

month, my Family will be about one hundr ed , by such a course 

the U. s . wi 1 be at no farther expence tha n the twenty dol -

lars for I should stand not i n need of any superintendance 

of agents. 

Should my request be granted an early reply will be 

thankfully received a s I wi sh to make an earl y start , to 

reach home before the Cold season approaches, 

With great Respect I have the Honor to acknowl edge 

Myse lf yours 

Ben j amin Marshall 

To the Honorable 

Sec. of ~ar, 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Benj. Marshall . ) 
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Sir 

Coosa County Alabama 

August thi5, 1835 

Agreeable to your instruction I have been opperating 

diligently among the Several towns alloted me , and have 

made but little progrefs in enroli ng , having enr oled but 

13 up to first of this month . Since that t i me I have made 

Somewhat bet ter progrefs, and I believe a t present t he pros 

pect to be fair, Should nothing interfere with my present 

arraingements, many of thw tovms I am flat tered with a be 

lief will make considerable emi gration fo r this faul Viz Fish 

Pond Hickory Grd aBa fe oka. and Ofsalonida , we have all 

heard a report of Some change i n the plan of Emi grat i on, and 

fell anxious to lean parti culars if s uch is the ca se as repre

fsented, I am very fearfull Emi gration will receve a serious. 

Check as they are very much dissatisfied with the plan as re 

ported 

Col Jno B~ Hogan, 

S . C. Emgration 

I have the Honor to be 

Solomon Robbin 

(OIA: 1835. Creek {Emigr.) John B. Hogan , Supt .) 
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Washington City 24th Aug~ 1835 

Sir 

Your letter of the 2sth ul t i mo r eached me at Sheltons 

Station Taladega County on the 11th inst havi ng di rect ed 

several of my afsistants t o meet me t here on that day f or 

the purpose of preparing to open camps throughout the nation, 

it afforded me an opportunity t o send word to each & all to 

meet me at Ft Mitchell on t he lo~h where I drew up the 6rders 

for the discharge & those who had not reached there when I 

left that post I left the ~raft s i n Cap~ Pages hands to dis-

charge them as soon a s t hey came i n . enclosed are the reports 

of such as reached me subsequent to my last report by these 

reports you will be able to f or m some opinion of the f eel 

ings existing in the Creek nation i n consequence of the 

change & the substitution of Contractors for Goverment agents . 

I regret to say tha t t h e change i s obnoxi ous to the Indi ans 
in creek 

& the white Inhabitants e•eek the nat i on do not hesitate to 

say & do all in thei r power to make it appea r odi ous to the 

Indians, and excite them against the Company Several of whom 

have been heretofore engaged in s peculating i n c r eek l ands; 

and who are rather unpopular; one of the Company i t i s sai d 

has already sold out his interest for $5000 - and these 

Ltorn paper - two or three word!/ forth by the parties them

selves & has given the Cont rac t t he. appearance of a great 

speculation The course I have pursued in the creek nation 

I knew would lead to ultimate sucoefs & i f I had been let 
I would 

alone for two months more have had f r om t hr ee t o Si x thousand 
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Indians on the march, there cannot be the Slightest doubt 

or this tact, whether I can be of any service to the Gov

erment under the new arrangements must deperid on the details 

or the plan If after examining them I find I can be of service 

to the Gov~ & Indians I shal l have no objection to continue; 

If on the other hand I find I cannot continue without a 

sacrifice of feeling Ltorn paper - two or three word!/ I 

shall unhesitatingly hand in my resignation; 

To Gen1 Geo. Gibson 

Washington City 

I have the honor to 

remain your obt Sevt 

Jno B Hogan 

Sup~ Creek removal 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) John B. Hogan, Supt.) 



The Honl 

Lewis Cafs 

Sir 

Tuckabachee Creek 
th Nat i on October 12- - 1835 

I have been i nformed by some Indian f . i ends - who a ttended 

the late Council in the nation - that some of my Enemies Chiefs 

and others thr ough their influence - have addrefs:t a leng let 

ter to the department Complaining of - and Charging me with 

being unfr iendly to the Goverment and - oposed to the Emigra

tion of the Indians - and of being under the influence of 

hite men - to the Enjeries of my people Generly - and what 

Elce I know no t - but I understand they have sent you a long 

talk to t his purport - Stating that the had Removed me from 

the office of pr i ncipal Chief of the nation etc etc - I have 

thought it no more t hen right and proper that I s hould make 

to you - and through you to the president of the united 

States - ~bo I have allways Concidered and looked upon as an 

Indians f r i end - a state ment of facts as the facts Realy 

are - in t he firs t place as to my friendship to the united 

States - I never have Expres~ or f elt otherwise then friend -

ly - I neve r was at war with them - I was allways on their 

Side in peace and in war - and I know no other Goverment but 

the united Stat es - I Sepose one of the Causes of Complant -

is that I have been aposed to going to the Spanish Cuntry 

and I am yet apposed t o any of my people going their - I did 

not understand the treaty so I have told my people not to go 
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their - but to go t o arkensa s - rnnare the treaty provided for 

them and whare the would be under the United Stats Goverment -

'f.ho had promist t he would take Care of them - and protect 

them aganst all incrochmants - as to my self - I do not know 

.~eather I Ever will go or not - yet I do not know but what 

I may - and i f I do i t i s to Arkensaw that I will go - to the 

Spannish dominions I will not go - this Statement I made to 

one of your agents long Cince - Ma jor Blue - I have advised 

all my pe ople that had sold their land - to go with Major 

Blue to Ar kensaw - of this fact ~ajor Blue will Certify - an 

other Crime I Sepose I have Committed - that is ~ben the last 

anuity was pai d us - I held out and was determined that the 

last doller of it Should be paid out to Relieve - and pay 

the Indi ans debte s - which was don - as far as it went - those 

persons who i s Compl a i ning of me - wanted to take the money -

t to pay a fo ol i sh deb- - the Contracted for l ands in Texis -

their now yet an other Contention - about the Sale and dispo

sition of the Remai ning Ballance of the 29 Sect ions - under 

the treaty we wa re at liberty to do with those ,fuat we plesed -

I now want them sol d fo r the most the will Bring - and the 

prceds applyed to the discharge and payment of the Indians 

debts - So that if the should want to Emigrate that the may 

not be s t opt by t he Sherf fs and Constebels - when the Start

ing on their Jo r ney and a s to my being under the influence 

of 1Vhite men - it nefsecer el y f ollowing that Couce the Ex-

tention of the Laws - and Jur i sdition of Alabama over us -

we all that have pr operty - a r e Compeled to have "hite 
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us 
friends - to protect from ot hers - othe r s that is lefs dis 

-" 

posed ,eaee to do us Justice 

those persons who thus Complains of me - are Just as 

much Under the influence of white men as I am - and I have 

no doubt - but the hole progect of the Complaint aganst me 

has been ur ged plotted and dectated by Vhite man - for pur

poses of Speculations •. and further as to their Removing me 

from the off ice of pr incipal Chief I dengh their Right or 

power to do s o - Nehaw Mico i s the principal Chief of the 

lower towns and I principal Chief of the Upper towns if 

Nehaw Micco - had b een present and presided in the Councell 

- and on Jus t Caus being Shown - and with the Councell made 

such a dec r ee - · then in that Cou /Council? torn paper - one 

war~/ the mite have Concedered me as Removed from office -

but he Nehaw Micco Refused and l eft the Councell - as soon 

as I have i t in my power I will have a Rebutting document 

drawn up and signed - by som of the Same persons that ha s 

signed thei r - and many others and sent it t o the depart

ment - 1hic h wi l l show you that their is no dependance i n 

such procedings pl e se to tel me here from you on this sub-

jet I am your wi th due 

Regard &C 

Tuskenehaw 

Chief of the 

Creek nation 

(OIA: 1835. Creeks. Tuskenahaw . Def enses against charges . ) 
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Department of citate 

ashington, 17th October, 1835. 

The Honorable Lewis Cafs , 

Sec r etary of . 'ar . 

Sir: 

By the President's direction , I have the honor to trans 

mit a translation of a note fr om the Charge d ' Af fa ires of 

the United ffe xican tates relative to ce r t ain alleged en

croachments of Creek Indians upon the Mexican territory . 

This Department wil l be happy to receive any infor mation 

which the Department of ar may be able to furnish for the 

purpose of enabling it to answer Mr Castillo ' s note . 

I have t he honor to be, 

Si r , 

Your obedient servant, 

Asbury Dickins -

Acting Sec ret ary. 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emi gr .) A. ickins , ec'y of Var . ) 
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Department of State 

Washington 22~d October, 1835. 

senor Don J. M de Castillo y Lanzas 

&c. &c. &c. 

The Undersigned Secretary of State of the United 

States, bas the honor to acknowledge the receipt of the 

note of Mf Castillo, Charge d'Affaires of the United 

Mexican ~tates, dated the 14~h instant, relative to al

leged encroachments of Creek Indians from the United 

States upon the Mexican territories. A copy of Mf Cas

tillo's note having been referred to the Secretary of 

War, Who is charged with the superintendence of Indian 

Affairs, that offioer has stated that no information 

baa been received by the War Department showing that the 

Creek Indians from Alabama are removing into the Mexican 

pofaersions; that there has not been, during this season, 

any emigration of Creek Indians from Alabama , and that 

the War Department bas, on all proper occasions, by di

rection of the President discountenanced the project of 

those Indians for removing into the Province of Texas. • 

Prom this it would appear that the political chief of 

Nacogdoches has been disinformed. But, should it be 

otherwise, it may be doubtful whether under the 33d 

Article of the Treaty, the intervention of the United 

States could be claimed or offered unlefs ·the Indians 

manifested some hostile intent. If Indians going from 

the United state• or elsewhere should migrate to the 

•exican territories with peaceable intentions, it will 
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be for the Mexican Government alone to decide upon their 

admitaion or exclusion. 

Though the general terms used in the representation 

or the political chief of Nacogdoches would justify the 

President in expecting a more explicit statement, showing 

at what times and places and under what circumstances the 

Indians are alleged to have entered the Mexican territor

ies, he has preferred directing this explanation to be made 

without delay, in order that there may be no room for 

doubt as to his views on the subject. 

The Undersigned avails himself of the occasion to 

offer M! Castillo renewed afsurances of his distinguished 

consideration. 

John Forsyth 

(OIA: western ~upt 1 y File Sl256. State Dept. 1838.) 



Tallasee 24~ Oct . 1835 

To Genl Geo. Gibson 

Sir 

I r eached this place on Monday l ast and Sent for 

the chiefs of the several towns, & gave out the Broken 

days for the purpos e of convening each town in their own 

square and as the sale of t he 29 sec tions was advertized 

to take place on the 22 & 23 my investigation was post 

poned untill this day when I commenced in the Tallas ee 

Square & dispos ed off all the comp l a ints in that t own as 

well as Cheahhaw . Tuskeegee . & Coosawda , on Monday I com

mence in rruckaba tchie square & will go thro all the cases 

in 10 /possibly 20/ towns that a r e conne ct ed rlth Tucka 

batchie; Gen1 Sanford & hills party of agents are here & I 

am told expects a definitive answer tomorrow on the sub j e ct 

of Emigration, he says that unlefs the ch i e f s give him 

some more positive afsurance of going he will give up the 

contract, should he do so i t will put an end to any fall 

Emigration as it will be too l a te to make the ne cefsary 

preparation before we shall h ave falling weather, I am now 

satisfied that there i s a mall numb er that are willing 

to go this fall but I have no great faith i n the promises 

of the chiefs: I had a n~ber of them in my room at this 

place and in the pre s ence of Gen 1 Sanford & others I ave 

them a talk explained the nature of the Contra ct & told 

them that they should not hold out f a lse promis es , that 
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if they intended to go to say so, & say when they could 

be ready; that if they wished to retain the confi dence of 

the Goverment & the agents of the Gov! they mus t adhere to 

the truth &c Little King who i s the next bi g man t o 

Opothleholo answered me by saying that the chiefs would have 

a council among themselv es in a day or t wo I would give an 

answer, in Conversat ion I had vnth Little Doct or , h e s aid 

whatever Opothloholo & myse lf VvDuld say would be the Law , 

but that their cattle was ·s cattered thro the woods & it 

would be hard to collect them at this season of t he year 

but that if they had a short time longer to do thei r bus -

inefs they could be ready; The chiefs make an attempt to 

sell the 29 sections at au ction , There were two if not 

three Compani es of speculators on t he ground f earin tha t 

if they opposed each other at the sal e the land would run 

up too high f or Spe culation , and they came to some under

standing among themselve s & set up a simple fellow by the 

name of Brazel to run the l and up so as to have them all 

Knocked down to h i m, this they attempted but was complete

ly foiled in their muneauvre; f oreseeing their p l ans I 

advised Marshall & the other afsignees to have a man v1ho 

they could rely on to bid u p the l and to within a few do l

lars of a fair valuation which was done & the whole sale 

amounted to $60 . 000 ; h27. 000 was struck off t o Br aze l, 

about 8000$ to Jno Crowell & Jos. Abercrombi e who imme 

diately came forward & paid u p their a/cs & r eceived De~d 
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& the money d eposited i n my hands - Mr Br a zil was no t 

ready at 4 Oclock the hou r appoint ed to c lo se the sal e s 

but came in next morning & want ed to Cull t h e l a n d & t ake 

t wo Sections & r efus e the b a lanc e t h e afsi gn ees had a 

Deed execut ed f o r a l l t he l an d h e pu r chas e d & t ende r ed it , 

as ready on the p ayment of t he money , which was r efused 

by him & we t hen l e ft t his p l a c e f~r Tulla s ee s qu a r e t o 

go on with the i n v e Et i gation on t h e r etu rn of Marshall 

& others t hey s e rve d wri t s on them a t the suit of Br a zil 

who i s notoriously not worth 500$ a me r e tool o f Df Weir , 

& Co- instigat ed by Squire Ch ilton a pet t ifogging l awy e r 

who institu t ed the s e suits ; the obj e ct of t h e s e suit s is 

to alarm & fri gh t en the I n d i ans afsi gn ees into measur es; 

in the mean t i me some of the Company made bid s o f 30 - 0 00 . 

32 .000 . 3 3 . 000 & fina lly 3 5000 $ & the Squi r e Chilton of 

f e red 40 . 0 0 0 but says t he '· d iffi culti e s that wi 1 1 ari se 

from the sui ts wi ll now c ompe ll him to de cline c omp lying 

with his bid 

I h av e told the chi e fs t o p ay g sort o f attention 

to the suits; bu t to make sal e of t he land a t p riva t e sale 

for such sum 's as the ch iefs would b e sat isfied with & 

p r epa r e f or t heir r emova l, a l tho this p o s ition h a s b een 

taken by the chiefs an d it i s Sunday al l the s pe cul ators 

a re still on the grou nd , expe c t i n , 't he chie fs t o i v e 

way, I have hear d much o f l and s pe cula tors & t he ir p l a n s 
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to amafs fortunes but I have s een noth~ng t o equ a l the 

maneauvers of these peopl e , s o f ar t hey h ave reen f oi led 

& I trust will be f oiled in the i r tricks on this occ as ion ; 

I have the hono r to r emain 

You r Ob H Sevt 

Jno. B. Hogan 

Sup~ Cr eek r emoval 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emi gr.) John B. Hogan , Supt . ) 
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Tallafsee 2r;1 Novr 183 5 . 

Sir, 

I returned here about one hour since from Chop - tok

sof-kar (old Merrawwaytown) where I clos ed the investiga

tion of Doct. M~, Henry's District with a small excepti on 

that will be att ended to he r eafter .- n early the whole of 

that town had beEn stolen, but was given up by the t h i eve s 

without an eff ort a t defence : it will t ake s ome t i me to 

prepare a r eport in detail:- I shall l eav e that duty to 

Major Abbott, who a ccompani ed me thro , the various tovms 

and acted a s s ecretary on the occ as ion - - When I left he r e 

last week Opo t hleholo had convened his peopl e f or the pur

pose of consulting on emigr at ion ; I left a jor Blue h ere 

to attend on the council and r e c eive their answer, he in

forms me that the Indians all got drunk with Opothleholo 

at their head and that Duboise answer ed f or them; that 

t here would be no emi gration this fall; an d tha t he had 

written by Mf, Sommerville to Genl, Sandford inf orming 

him of that fact On l eavin here this day week , Genl, 

Sanford informed me he had no confidence in Opothleholo s 

going this fall, and that if any part of the Cowet a s went 

with Marshall, h e would furnish money to buy the ne cefsary 

provisions and l e t them go themselve s: I told him that 

would not answer; that he was r estricted to parti es of 

one thousand, f or the obvious r eas on that the Gov ernment 

was compell ed to s end cert ain Officers with each party; 
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but if he sent only one party this fall, I would throw no 

difficulties in his way , but would send the Offi cers now 

here with the party even i f i t should be but 500 strong; 

- He seemed to think he had a right to send them off in 

such numbers as he could obtain; but at last wielded to 

the reasons I afsigned in behalf of a contrary opinion; -

I now consider the emigration for this season a t an end , 

and shall s end Majo r Blue over to Ft . Mitchell in t he 

morning and from thence to Columbus to know Genl , Sand-

ford's final det ermination; - When he left here he in-

timated that h e should convene his partners and withdraw 

from the concern , and have nothing more to do· vith it .- -

The Circuit Court for Mobile County commences this day 

and I am compel l ed to me there next week -- I shall set 

out tomorrow for that place ,' and wil l r eturn here in t wo 

or three weeks and. r esume the invest i a tion , and go thro , 

the whole before I l eave the ation: - Indeed, I expect 

that this inves ti ation wi ll keep me here nearly all the 

winter . -- Your communications can be sent to Tuskeegee 
t h r 4,, Nov- 1835 

Since writin~ the above I r e ce ived mefsua e from 

Opothleholo requesting me t o vi sit him , stat n g h · s in

disposition and inability to come and s ee me ; accordi ngly 

I det ermined to rema n he r e another day , and this morni ng 

after breakfast I crofsed the Tallapoos a and wont to his 

house; - I found h i m surrounded ~ri t h Indi ans and amollg theM 
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Tuckabatchia-Micco, the young ring , as he is called , and 

Mad Blue, and some minor Ch iefs: - He commenced by askin 

after my health and statin his sicrnefs and fever , a ll 

of v1hich proceeded from his late debauch , he then went on 

to r egret hi s inabi lity to Emi grate this fal l, by st ' tin ~ 

that the Town Chiefs had ~iven orders on the principal 

Chiefs for money their peop l e owed to be paid out of t he 

next annui ty; that the Pri ncipal had a ccept ed t he se drafts 

and were now r esponsible and that if they atte pt ed to go , 

the white people who were the h olders of these papers , 

would seize on their negro es and horses n d ruin them all; 

that he was sorry to h ear that their gr eat Father , the 

President, had sent word that no more annuities should be 

paid his people here ; that unlefs they ot their next 

years' apnuity, they must be ruined . He continued his 

conversation f or t wo h ours and was foll0wed by the young 

King and also Mad Blue : - I found them pretty humble and 

made goo d use of the feeling I found them in; to shew them 

the necefsity of a~ ing in ,ood faith wi th the Government 

and not to deceive the A ents of the Government : that 

their course heretofore had been a bad one , and that the 

President had done every t h ing in his power to pro t ect 

and preserve them; that he had ur ed them repeat edly to 

remove; because he lmevr they coulC. not live here amone; the 

whites ; that they had paid no sort of attention t o his 

wishes or the advice of his Agents ; that they now began 
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to feel the b it ter effe cts of their conduct; t h at the De 

partment had lost confidenc e in them; that nothing but a 

straight forward, h one st cours e of condu c t would restore 

the confidence of the Department ; that the Pr esident had 

said no more annuiti e s should be paid on this side of the 

Mifaifsippi rive r; that I roul d not p romise them that his 

orders would b e count ermanded; but t hat i f they would g i v e 

me their United p romise to go early in t he Spring , (as they 

said they could not go this fall) and take with them all 

their people, I would promis e them that I would write to 

the President an d l ay their situation and complaints be 

fore him: - They then gave me tl1eir sacred promise t ha t 

they would go in the Sprin whenever I said the tord ; 

that they would convene in 20 days the chiefs of the Na 

tion and would g ive out the t a l k they had now agreed on , 

and tell the I ndi a ns to prepare f or a final move in April 

and that no more corn should be planted by any Ind i ans in 

Alabama; that they had no doubt but that t hey c ould t ake 

with them al l the Ind i ans , exc ept su ch as adhered to 

Tuskina-haw; that they would t e ll their pe ople to colle ct 

their stock, sell it, se l l their l ands and when I gave out 

the broken days in the Spring t hey would all come into 

Camp and be ready to move in a b ody when I sai d the word; 

this they have most solemnly p ledged themselves to per

form, I have no doubt but they wi ll ri g i dly comply ; that 

they are in debt I know, and I believe it will be a strok e 
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o~ policy to pay the next annuity to t hem a f ew days be

fore they start; but on the day t h ey come into Camp , t h ey 

can then pay off their debts and go in a body, and even if 

the Chiefs were to fly from their p romise s af te r the i n 

dians had come into Camp , the Ch i efs cou ld not prevent 

their going , I have writt en as promised t o t he Pr esident, 

and hope that I may be authoriz ed to afsure the Chi ef s 

that upon their complyin g strict ly wi th their pledges , 

they shall r e ceive Anothe r Annui t y paid in Apri l Your 

letter of the 15y~ of Oct enclosing a copy of a letter 

to Mefsf~ Sandford & Co. i s r eceived - I am rathe r su r 

prised that thos e gent l emen should writ e su ch a l e tter, 

On the day I left Fayet tevil le N. C. - On re ceiv ing your 's 

I addrefsed t he Company a small note and by t h is days ' 

mail r eceived t heir answer, A copy i s enc l osed , by it 

you will see t hat t hey r etract any and all charges that 

they may h ave made agai nst me . You wil l als o r e cei ve a 

copy of my lett er to t he Company of yester day and one 

to Capt Page, Maj. Blue l eft her e t his morn ing fo r the 

Cowetas, thence t o Columbus , and wil l r eturn by Ft. 

Mitchell and will meet me at Montgomer y unlefs his 

services will be r equired to see enrol led any tha t may 

be disposed to go; but I afsure you I have no expectation 

that a party will be made up - The Contra ctors h ve all 

gone home and left no one in the Nation to a t t end to thei r 

businefs, Genl. Sandford is t ho only eff ect ive man i n 

the Company and if he do es not retire, the Govt. had a t 
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once better annull the Contract; f or I can afsure you 

it will be uselefs to continue the system with such Con

tractors, Col, Iverson is a still partner and has never 

been in the Nation, Bl ake , Howell, and Ingersoll have a ll 

been land Speculators and a r e unpopular wi th t he Indians 

who know them; -- The investigation of t he se l and c ases 

have added t hrice to my duti es and is more perplexing 

than all the other part s of my duty , and will ke ep me i n 

the Nat ion away from my family all winter , but I suppose 

I must go through with it, al t bo . I sincerely wish it had 

been entrusted to othe r hand s , there is hardly an hour or 

moment but some Speculative Gentleman s after me to know 

what I have done in h i s case , as i f I could r ecollect every 

case I have de cided out of perhaps 3 or 400 i n a day and 

every chap wants to give me a history of the merits of his 

particular ca se, thus it goes. --

I have the honor t o r emain 

Genl. Geo. Gibson 

Com. Genl. Subs. 

Your Obt H Servt 

( Si gned ) Jno . B. Hogan 

Su pdt- Cr eek . Emg . 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) John B. Hogan, Supt. ) 
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Columbus, (Ga.) ~ov 3rd 1835 

Sir, 

Having thus far, unsuccefsfully attempted to ful 

fill my obligations, as one of the Company, engaged in 

the removal of the Creek Indians, and beleiving my services 

no longer of any avail in the accomplishment of that ob

ject, amidst the continued accumula t ion of new difficul~ies, 

I consider 1 t my duty t o appl'izc the Depal't ment , at the 

earliest opportunity of my withdrawal, from that connex

ion. - It may not be necefsary, to enumerate the var ious 

causes which have led to that determination, but it would 

perhaps be wrong not to mention that the policy wh ich has 

been adopted in the entire suspension, at this time, of 

the sale and Certification of Indian lands in all cases 

whatever, has in itself alone, presented an insuperable 

obstacle to the undertaking, - and so l ong as that measure 
at Emigration 

is persisted in, must render all future attempts, ~ whether 

of of the Gov•~ or of the Company alike uselefs and abor

tive. - I have the honor to remain 

yr. mo: obd't Svt 

J. W. A. Sanford 

To. Hon. Sec. 

of War 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) J.W.A.Sanford.) 
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Co l umbus ov 12 1835 

Si r . 

Your l e tter of the 2nd i nst was rece ived this mo r n 

ing - Our let ter o t h e 29t u lt? i 1 shew yo~ the s tate 

of our Indians op erat i ons up t o that date , the f o l loW"Iin 

extract of a l etter f r om Col0 Jn~ B Hogan dat ed the 2~d 

at Tallasee , saying t t B. t " I have just r eturned from 

the towns i n the upper part of Dr CHenry ' Di strict d 

learn from f Du o i s e , that Opeothle Yoho l o & a l his I n -

dians that convened on 1 edne sday last to take into Consid -

eration the su j e c t of Emigrat i on, , ere drunk ; & that no -

t hing could, or ould b e done this fa , & that f or the 

pres en t they had abandone the i dea of going . - Duboise 

states that Opet h le Yoholo cannot go unt i l he can make 

some monied arr angement s " : - - will conf i rm ou r convict i ons . 

The lett er of Gen} Sanford t o t he Secret ary of ar will 

shew you t he si tuat i on of t h e Company . -

Tomorr ow, t he b alance of t h e Company wi ll op en a Camp 

for the emi gr at i on of such I ndi ans a s have dete r mi ned on 

Emigrating . We shal l r e ce ive them & s t art on Tu esday 

next ( 17t h) . The numbe wi l not exceed five Hundr ed 

& may go under that numbe r . -

Jno D Howell Sec¥ 

(OIA: 1835 . Creek ( Emi gr . ) John J . Howell , Secy . Ga . Co . 
No addr ess , but appar ently to the Dept . ) 
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Genl. Geo. Gibson 

Sir, 

r st Tuskeegee Dec - 1 •• 1835 

When Col. Hogan left the nation, he left me as his 

representative, and I have been making my regular reports 

to him; but it was his intention that I should make them 

until his return direct to your Department, and sent me 

written instruction to that effect, but in consequence , of my 

being up in the Cusetaw Towns attending to the Indian encamp

ment there, and out of the way of any Post Office; - I never 

received his inst ructions until my arrival at this place yes-

terday - unde r those instructions, I make this my first re -

port. --

Ben. Marshall, started from Joe Marshall ' s old place 

on the 24~~ of last month to the encampment in Tallapoosa 

County, in the vicinity of the Fish Ponds, Kialijah , Hilabies ; 

and Oselonimie Towns there , to awai t until the Cusetaws came 

up: - I left them on Sunday morning last and they were to 

strike tents that afternoon- and be off - I am now on my 

way to the Tallapoosa encampment and shall await there 

until they all get together and have them properly en

rolled and turn them over to Lieut . Deas who will have 

charge of them on the march - I am looking for Col . Hogan 

every day; - If he does not arrive by the time I get the 

Indians enrolled, I shall then make a full report of the 

party: -Ben Marshall's party amounts to about 160 . - one 

half blacks - The Cusetaw to 200 -- and I think the party 



in Tallapoosa wi ll not exceed 150 or 200 - I thi nk 500 -

will be a f a ir es timat e of the party that will emi gra t e this 

winter. 

respectful l y y~ ob~ Serv~ 

U. Blue 

Afs~ Emg~ Ag ent 

(OIA: 1835 . Creek ( Emigr . ) U:Blue . ) 
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Fort Coffee 

3rd De er 1835 

Dr Sir 

I arrived here a few minut es Since on the S . B. Tchu l a 
- -

on my way to the Creek Agency . _ 

I intended going to the Choct aw Agency for the pur pose 

of Seeing you , but learning here That you was not a t home I 

have concluded To go to - I wish to See you before you l eave 

for Tenn. - I would be glad you would writ e to me on your 

return to the Agency- When I will come down- t · ·-gee-yea- I 

shall have to r eturn to Little Rock Soon for the purpos e 

of Making arrange~ent~ to mo ov up - pro~~ded I keep t he 

pestle Ta~~e~ appointment which I now hold , i f you w 11 

give me a chance I will go down with you t o - Li ttle Rock 

Col. W Armatrong , 

Sup Intendt 

Your fr end 
h 

W: Re ctor 

P.S. It is said 3000 Creeks ar e on the way 

(OIA: 1835. Western Supt ' y . John Drew . ) 



Encampment of Ind i ans, f our 

miles N. West of e tumpka Aa. 

6~h December 1835 . 

To, General Geor ge Gibson 

Commifsary Gen~ of Subsis~ 

General, 

I have t he honor herewit h to f orward a tatement of Let-

ters rece ived & wri tten on the I ndian Emi grat i on for the 

month of November las t made out as near t he f orms as I re -

member, hav i ng by mist ake l eft t he Blanks furnished me at 

Fort Mitchell. This is the earlies t opportunity , I have 

had of doing so since t he first of the month not before 

having been i n the vi cinity of a Post office . 

On the ll~h of l ast month I re ce ived a l e t te r f rom 

the Supe rintendant of the Removal Col . Hogan afsi gni ng me 

to the first party o the migr ants that should go Vest as 

Military Agent on the part of t he Government . About the 

same time I was i nformed by the Contra ctors a t Columbus 

that a Party wa s i n preparation to move & would probably 

afsemble at Young 's Ferr y on the Talapoosa Rive r about the 

22~d of l a st month. On the 13 ~h therefore I l eft Fort 

Mitchell for t he purpose of joining them proce eding first 

to Montgomery to obta in t he Funds t urned over to me by 

Capt. Page that might be come ne cefs a ry on the r out e !est . 

On the 23fd of l a st month I reached one o r· the poi nts of 

Atsembling the Indi ans and have a ccompanied them since 

that time. On the 2~d of t his mont h about Five hundr ed 
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coming from different points met near Young's Ferry on the 

Talapoosa which is about thirty miles fro m this place & on the 

next day the whole under the direc tion of the Agent of the 

Contractors proceeded on the ir way to Wetumpka which place 

we pafsed through yesterday & encrump~d here i n the afternoon. 

As the Contractors expected that the nmnber of Indians would 

increase until the Party left the nation the enrollment of 

them did not take place until today . Major Blue has been 

directed by the Superintendent to see this ·properly attended 

to, & will I presume Sign & forward the Roll to-morrow . 

Since joining the party of Emigrants I have carefully at

tended to the Ifsue of Provisions, the comfort & proper 

treatment of the Indians , & such other dut ies as have been 

afsigned to me Thus far nothing of particular importance 

has occurred upon the route the Indians appear well satis

fied & every disposition has been evinced upon the part of 

the Company to comply with the Conditions of the Contract 

~~en any thing of interest occurs upon the way I will 

of course communicate it by the earliest opportunity . 

My Inst~ctions direct that the Abstracts for any Dis

bursements I may have occasion to make, shall be signed by 

the Superintendent & by Capt . Page. I therefore request 

to be informed whether my Accounts shall be forwarded at 

the end of the uarter or whether I shall await until my 

return from the West, to submit my Accounts for the signa

tures of those officers. 
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A letter directed to me at Memphis, after the receipt 

of this will have time to reach there before our arrival at 

that place 

I am Sir, Respectfully 

Your Obe~ Servant 

Edw- Deas 

2!:d Li eut & 

Di sbur§ Agent 

Creek Emigration 

(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Lt . Edward Deas . No statement enclosed 
in this file.) 



Tuskeegee Dec?r s~h 1835 . 

Gen! George Gibson 

Sir 

In my last report I calculated on enrolling the emigrat

ing party of Indians in Tallapoosa County , whe·n all the parties 
. 

were to Join but I found it i mposeble to get a correct roll 

while in the Nation in the Vicinity of so many grog shops, & 

as they expected more to join near Jetumpka, I determined to 

accompany them out of the Nation and get them out o . the way 

of those grog shops, then halt & enroll them , which I did af-

.ter crofsing the Coosa at 'Vetumpka and going about four 

miles in Autaugua County . I stood by and Counted the Num-

ber in each family as they was brought up and enr olled the 

whole party Amountin to 511 - Th party is conducted by 

Doctr Ingersol on the part of the Oontractors & L ieu~ Deas 

as the Agent of the Government, they ap pear to be well sup

tr plied with Transportation and goes on well . Doc- Ingersol 

tr shews every disposition to fullfill the contract Doc - Ran-

dol shew~ me a letter from your department refering him to 

co!0 Hogan as to the propriety of his being permited not 

to accompany the present Emigrating party . The Contract 

tr requires that the Gove nment should furnish a Doc . to 

each party, and if any differance should arrise between 

the Contractor & the Government Agent as to the provisions, 

the Doc~r is made the arbitrator I therefore thought it 

proper he should continue - Co!0 Hogan has not yet joined 

225 · 



but is looked for daily - The Muster roll will shew the num

ber in each family -

Verry respectfully 

yr; Ob~ Serv~ 

U Blue Af~ gent 

& Act~ Superintendant 

( IA: 1835. Creek (emi gr .) U. Blue.) 

I 
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Columbus, Dec. 14th 1835 

Sir, 

After several days' absence from this place, upon my 

return, I was honored in the receipt of your letter of the 

14th ult. 

I should be justly charged with a want of candour, 

not to acknowledge, that the determination exprefsed in mine 

of the 3rd ult. to which the one now before is in reply, grew 

out of the failure of the Company to comply with the stipula-
in the removal of the Indians 

tiona, they had agreed to perform, r\ and from my convictions, 

that in the manifold difficulties, they had to encounter, 

there was but little prospect of their being able to do so, 

at any future per:t·od. Fully imprefsed with this belief I am 

tar from being certain, that I have acted precipitately or 

prematurely in being unwilling to encounter any longer, a 

responsibility which I could not discharge. At the time the 

contract was undertaken there was every probability of its 

speedy fulfilment, and the Company in its exertions, have 

left nothing undone or unafsayed which could realize that 

expectation; - the principal towns throughout the Wation were 

frequently visited, - Councils were as often convened, and 

every argument employed to demonstrate the great importance 

as well as absolute necefsity of the measures recommended for 

their adoption. But up to the period of my retirement, our 

labou~a were neither attended with succefs, nor encouraged 

with the hope of ultimate triumph. Under these Circum

stances, I telt justified in pursuing the course which I 

have done, in order that the Dep~ if it thought proper 
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might adopt such other measures as might be demanded by 

the exigency of the occasion and the importance of the ob

ject to be effected. I have, however, since learned, that 

brighter prospects have dawned upon the Company, and that 

in its present organization, there is every probability of 

its being able to atchieve the purpose of its original forma

tion. Weverthelefs having myself ceased to be one of its 

members, I must still claim to be indulged in that determin

ation, - and more especially seeing that in my retirement, 
will result 

not the slightest detrement Ato that interest or to the views 

they are endeavouring to acco~plish. 

In adverting in my former letter to the suspension of 

the duties of the Certifying Agts I beg the Department, not 

to understand me as casting the slightest censure upon any 

measure, which may have been deemed necefsary to protect the 

Indians from the wrongs to which they have been exposed. 
of Company 

Whatever may have been their effects upon the prospect~ 

whether they have retarded Emigration or not, whether they 

have, or have not afforded a pretext to the Chiefs, for 

evading the atsurances which were given at different times 

of their intentions to remove to the West, I am fully pur

suaded, that they have been dictated by the feelings of 

humanity and justice and as such they have had, and will 

continue to receive, my most hearty Concurrence 

I have the honor to be your 

Mo obd 1 t ser•t. 

Hob. Lewis Cats J. W. A Sanford 

Sec. ot War 

(OIA: 1835 Creek (Emigr.) J.W.A.Santord.) 
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Mobile 19 Dec . 1835 

Sir 

I p _esume you have been apprized that a party of 511 

Creek Indians ha~ started fo r their new country under 

charge of the contractors accompani ed by Lt Deas & Dr 

Randall; ~hen I accepted the appointment of Sup~ of the 

Creek removal I had every reason to sup ose that I should 

controul the movements of all parties sent west and that 

by the 1 Nov. the emigration f or the year would as it 

should then cease, under this expectation I had arranged 

all my private affairs to admit of my absence untill that 

period, as I have been fo r many years engaged in businefs 

in this city it followed as a matter of course that I had 

much to do in the several courts that set in this city, 

and all my calculations were that my presence would not 

be necefsary in the creek nation dur ing the Sefsion of 

the~ courts; the change made by the contract, implied 

that I should remain in the creek nation during the pro

per season for emigration which certainly was not after 

the 1 Oct; but I ~emained there untill the beginning of Nov . 

and but for the new duties afsigned me by the president of 

inveSigating the &auds I could with perfect propriety have 

remained here untill March: The withdrawal of Gen1 San

ford & the det~rmination of nr Ingersoll and the other 

contractors to send a party no matter of what size in

duced me to leave Major Blue & Mr Leonard to attend to 

the mustering & enrolling of such party as could be 
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paraded f or· the occasion, I then came on to this place to 

attend the ci r cuit cour t immedi at ely aft er reaching this 

place I received a lette r fro m Ma jor Bl ue announcing the 

fact that a small party would go & had began to afs emble 

My businefs in the ci r cuit court being a t an end I left 

here for Tuskaloosa expecting to i ntercept them a t that 

place after reaching the re and awaiting a week , I then set 

out Eastwardly to meet t h em , Keepi n the road they had 

travelled last year, af te r r i ding about fifty miles I fell 

in with a par ty of 20 l ed by Gr ayson they were all war-

riors, & wel l mounted ; from these Indian s I l earnt that 

Ingersoll had gone up the Coosa r i ver toward the Tennesee 

river, and wa s then a week ahead of me ; on my arrival a t 

Tuskaloosa I r e ed a l e t ter from Ma jor Blue informing me that 

he should repo r t to you a s direc ted by me , & that I mi ght be 

afsured that every thing that was requi re d should b e stri c t-

ly performed by him, with the s e a f surances I fel t easy, & 

as the pa rty h ad such a s t art I abandoned the pursui t & 

returned to Mobile to attend the Di s Court , now i n Sefs i on , 

in this court I had a Case i nvolving s ever al t h ousand dol -

lars My presence was absolut e l y nec efs ary, bei ng s ued by 

a Merchant of New Orl eans on an una ccept ed Bil l of Ex-

change presented in 1828 & r e fus ed by me acceptance, the j ury 

again made a mifstrial afte r havin b en in t h e box untill 
PM 

12 Oclock,~all t he businefs wh i ch cal led me here i s now at 

an end & I shall return to the nation to fin ish the investi

gation of the frauds. your letter of the 13~ & 24h ul t & 4 
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instance at hand, your views in relation to the payment of 

the Annuity are correct, I am aware that I asked for per

mifsion to say to the Chiefs that no more annuities should 

be paid & was highly g r atified that I was authorized to 

say so, it was one of the means I believed to fo r se these 

people to terms: in my interviews with Opothlehola I gave 

him no hope of succefs, all I promised hi m was to write & 

use what influence I could to procure them the annuity , 

but I told them I had no hope & feared the President would 

not yield to their wishes, but that if I succeeded as 

there must be a"quid pro quo". I f I procured them another• 

annuity they must go when I gave out the Broken days to 

come into Camp; This bargain has been made & unlefs it is 

stric!lY complied with on their part - I want Authority 

to or der it withheld this can be done in the instruction's 

given to the d.isbursing agent who may be or dered to make 

the payment, directing him to be governed by me in select

ing the time, place, &c &c . - this will enable me to bring 

them into Camp before the payment is made & then put off 

with them afsoon as the money i s divided . Opothleholo 

intends to make a great parade in leaving the country he 

intends to go thro with a religious ceremony & then go= 

in your letter of the 4h inst you appear to think that Capt 

Hitchcock applies for the office of disbursing agent by a 

reference to his letter you will see he only applies for 

orders to attach him to the removal of Indians. he is 

very willing to perform any duty that I may require of 
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him & all he asks is to be detailed on this duty & order ed 

to report to me; and as he has the full consent of his Col. 

I hope he may be detailed on this duty as he will be a 

great acquisition to our party and i f the contract system 

is set aside we shall want many such officers as Capt H. 

and if it is not; still we shall require hi s services to 

go with parti es for we may calculate on a general Emigra

tion next season. -

Genl Geo- Gibson 

I ~q ve the honor to 

remain your Obt Svt 

Jno. B. Hogan 

S up~ Creek Emigrat 

om Genl of Sub 

Washington City. 

(OIA: 1835 Creek ( migr.) John B. Hogan , Supt . Emigr . ) 
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Col. W~ Armstrong 

Aut. Supt WestU Ty 

Sir 

Western Creek Agency 

December 2oth 1835 

I herewith send you an Estimate of Funds r equired 

for the Sub Agency of the Western Creeks f or the y ear 1836, 

together with a Property Return, and Re ceip ts for Articles 

delivered to Indians. 

My Estimate is probably larger than any one previously 

made for the support of this Sub Agency, owing to the pay 

of an additional Blacksmith, Stri ker and Wagon maker , who 

were allowed by a Treaty of 1833 made at Fort Gibs on be

tween the United States Commifsioners and the Creeks We st, 

and who as yet have not been employed . 

I have also added 1000 for Gener MCintosh's place, 

$ 1250 for finishing and repairing buildings and building a 

Public Store House. 

The place of MCintosh I consider low and at present 

the oo st and most suitable place f or the Agency - I have 

agreed to give $ 150 rent for the year 1836, provided the 

United States decline purchasing . 

It is necefsary that some place should soon be provided 

for the Agency as t h ere is no place here at present suitable 

for an Office or a residence, consequently I cannot remove 

my family here until I have a House to put them in. - I 
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therefore r e s pectfu lly solicit your early attention to this 

matter. A Store House is mu ch wanted here for the security 

of Public Property , whi ch for the want of a suitable build

ing, has to be stored a t di ffe r ent places and Storage paid. -

Repeated inquiri es ar e made of me by the Indians in 

regard to money due them by the United States , wishing to 

know why it has no t been paid and when it is probable it 

will be as they are much i n want of it at present . On this 

subject I h av e b een unabl e to give but little information 

as I can find no l etter s i n this Offi ce from the Department 

on the subject; i n f act there are but few papers to be found 

in the Office by whi ch I can gain any ·information relati ve 

to the 6reek businefs. I beg leave to prefs upon you the 

necefsity of your ear l y attention to this businefs as the 

Indians are much i n want of their money and mu ch dissatis 

fied on account of the delay . 

Respectfully 

Your Obedt Servt . 

W~ Rector 

S-A W. Creeks 

(OIA: 1835. Western Supt' y . John Dr ew .) 
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Tuske egee Dec~r 2l~t 1835 

Gent George Gibson 

Sir 

I have been looking f o r Co~0 Hogan hourly ever since 

my last report which has been the cause of this being a few 

days later than it sh ould been , he has not yet returned nor 

have I heard any t h i ng from him, I am afraid he is sick -

The Emigration is clo sed fo r the inter, I think there will 
the 

be a general movement of the Indians to~West in the spring , 

The speculators a r e usei ng all kind of ways to fo r ce the 

Indians to hav e the i r Lands certified to, if the Indian 

owes but a few Dollars (and sometimes I believe whether he 

owes or not) they have him taken with a bail writ and hold 

him in the hands of the sherriff or other officer with the 

threat of s ending hi m to Goal until he agrees to sell his 

land and have i t certifi ed , and I have heard of them takeing 

them with any procefs and keeping them shut up in a house 

threatening hi m with the Goal until he certifies to his land 

and report says t hey then somet i mes take the money away from 

the Indians, t hi s I have no doubt is the case in some in

stances - I am wait ing here for Co~ 0 Hogans return , when I 

shall leave the Nation unt i l t he ~migration opens in the 

spring--

Verry r espect fully y~ Ob~ Serv~ 

U. Blue Afs~ Agent. 

& Ac t ing Superi ntendant 

of the Indi an Emig~s 

{OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) U. Blue.) 
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To, 

Encampment of Indians. one mile west 

of Tuscumbia Alaba~ 21~t Deer 1835. 

General George Gibson 

Commifsary Gen! of Subsis~e 

General, 

I have the hohour to sta te that the Party of Emigrating 

Creek Indians to which I am attached , arrived & encamped at 

this place this afternoon. On the 6~h of the month I had the 

honour to addrefs you from near · etumpka; giving an account 

of the progrefs of the Party up to that time . On the 7~h ins~ 

the Ind ians having been mustered & enrolled proceeded on the 

way to Memphis in the dire ction of Montevallo , the Cont a ctors 

preferring what is calle d the northern route through El yton , 

Moulton, & Tuscumbia, on account of the roads bein generally 

at this season, better than that which was taken last year , 

through Tuscaloos a , although the l a t ter is somewhat shorter . 

Up to this time not hing of particular importance has 

occurred upon our way ~ the weather has been uncommonly 

fine & the roads cons~quently very good . This being the case 

the party has been enabled to travel rather more than the 

av!rage of 12 miles a day, but of co urse when the weat er 

becomes had & the roads muddy, the rat e of travelling will 

be dimi nished accordingly. 

As yet I have had no occa sion to remonstrate upon any 

subject with the Agent of the Contracto s. The means of Trans 

portation & subsistence have been of the p oper kind , & in 

the quantity required by the Contract 
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The r a tion s have been ifsued regularly under my observa

tion, and ha ve cons i s ted of Beef & Corn wi th the exception 

of three days, when meal wa s i f sued i n s tead of the l atter . 

I purchased - before starting such medicine s as Dr . Randal l 

required, but up t o this t i me f ew cases of s icknefs have oc -

curred & it ha s not be en necefsar y to l eave any upon the 

route from that cause . 

An unfortunat e quarr el took place upon the 7~h ins~ 

amongst some of the Indi ans whi l st intoxi cated , which resul t ed 

in the death of one of them. T_ i s however was supposed t o 

be accidental, or r a t her unint entional, in cons equence of 

which the f r iends of the man killed ha ve taken no steps to 

punish his de ath i n the usual manner , according to their 

laws. 

No other d i f f i cult i e s have occurred and as far as I am 

able to judge the r emoval of the Part y has been well con

ducted accord i ng to the Contract . 

I have nothing fur ther o i nt e r e st t o communica t e a t . 

present upon the subject o f the '~migration . I am i r , very 

Respec tfully 

Your Obed~ Servant 

2~d Li eut & 

Di sb5 Agent i n the 

Cr eek ~migr t i on 

(OI A: 1835. Creek (Emi gr .) Lt Edward .Deas, Di sb . Agent. 
Proceeded with part y , e tc. ) 



To, 

Paduca Ky. Mouth of Tennefsee River 

28~h Decembe r 1835. 

General George Gibson 

Commifsary General of 

Subsistence 

General, 

On the 2l~t ins~ I had the honour to addrefs you from 

Tuscumbia Alabama on the sub j ect of Emigrat ing Party of 

Creek Indians, now on their way to the ~est . 

At the time I wrote it was intended to proceed at least 

as far as Memphis by land, but the day after, travellers ar

riving from t hat d irection, gave such extremely unfavourable 

accounts of the state of t he roads , that t was decided to 

take water at Tuscumbia; which was done accordingly . 

The Indian Ponies were as usual, sent on by land under 

charge of Agents and a sufficient number of volunteers from 

the Indians to take proper care of them. 

The Party arrived at this place to-day at 9 o •clock A. M. 

on board the s. Boat Alpha and two Keels , & lanned, & will 

proceed this afternoon, as soon as the neeefs ary provisions 

can be procured and placed on board. Nothing of particular 

importance ha oc curred since I last wrote. 

One Negro Boy died at Tuscumbia on the 22~d but thus 

far but little sicknefs has occurred. We left Tuscumbia on 

the afternoon of the 23rd & since that time the mode of 

travelling has been to stop before dark & allow the Party to 

encamp & start again the next morning after day light. In 
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this way the Indians prefer t his mode of conveyance to travelling 

by land, & appear well satisfied in all r espects . The same 

plan is intended to be pursued until all a rr ive at Fort Gib -

son, unlefs circumstances should make it preferable on all 

accounts to continue to run at night . 

Fresh Beef & Meal have been regularly ifsued since we 

left Tuscumbia, and temporary Hearths have been constructed 
which 

on the decks of the two Keel- Boat s by the people are en-
~ 

abled to prepare their food & keep themselves warm through 

the day. 

The Boats are a lso cleaned out every night after stop

ping, & I shall continue to see that all proper precautions 

are taken to insure the health & comfort of the Emigrants. 

There is nothing further to communicate upon this subject 

at present, but I hope that in a short t i me I shal l be enabled 

to inform you from Memphis, that the Party is still progref

sing upon its route in good cond ition. 

I am Sir Respectfully 

Your Obed~ Servant 

Edw- Deas 

2g Lieut & 

Disb~ Agent in the 

Creek Emi gration 

( OI A: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Lt . Edward Deas , Di sb . Agent . Pro
ceeded with party, etc.) 



(OIA: 1835. Creek (Emigr.) Lt Edward Deas, Disb.Agent.) 

To 

Memphis Tenn~ 3l~t Deer 1835 -

General George Gibson 

Commifsary General 

of Subsistence 

General 

I have the honour to report that the Emigrating Party of 

Creek Indians arrived near this place to day . I had the hon

our to addrefs you from Tuscumbia Alaba - on the 21 ~t ins~ 

& from Paduca on the 28~h giving an account of our progrefs 

up to that time, & also the mode of proceeding intended to 

be pursued until our arrival at Fort Gibson . Nothing of 

particular consequence has since occur ed . The Boats were 

landed this morning on the opposite bank of the river to 

prevent the Indians having accefs to the Yhiskey Shops of the 

town, and it is intended to proceed this afternoon. 

The Party having charge of the Ponies also arrived this 

morning & will proceed without delay through the Mifsifsippi 

Swamp towards their destination. 

Thus far there has been but little sicknefs on our 

route, and no deaths since we left Tuscumbia 

I have nothing further of interest to communicate at 

present. 

I am Si r 

Respectfully 

Your Obed. Servant 

Edw- Deas 

2Dd Lieut . & DsbE Agent in the 

Creek Emigration 
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F t itchell 7 Jany 1836 

To the Hon'i ble 

Lewis Cafs 

Sir 

The duti es afsigned me in your l e tt er o f the g ! h s ep~ 

has been attende d to in par t & in the distri c t of Dr MCHen·ry 

upward of six hundred Cases have been revers ed ; a full & 

complete r eport o f thos e c ases are now Copying & will be 

forwarded in a day or t wo fo r your inspec tion & appro val , 

These duties hav e be en of a much more dif ficult & c omp lex 

character than had been anticipat ed and has re uired the 

greatest care & circumspe c tion as to names ~ description 

of the land ~c. & has compelled me to employ two of my 

afsistants to aid me in t aking not es drawi n g affadavitts & 

making examinat ion, wher e complaints were made & without 

their afsistance it would be i mpofsible for me or any other 

person to furnish the Dep~ with a r eport that could be re

lied on, i have this day receiv ed an order to dischar e 

those Gentlemen ( Ma jor Blue having previously been dis 

charged) & wher e I to comply with this order I must abandon 

tbs further investigation in t his district , the chiefs a r e 

coming in and in a few minutes more will be here to obt in 

the broken days for t he coll e c t ion of the ir pe on l e & I 

must go on with this investi gation, and hav e therefore de 

termined to take the responsibility of r e t ainin the serv

ices of Ma jor Abbott & Mr Le onard until I et thro this 

District and hope the Dep~ will 0 anction it. i f howev e r 
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the Dep~ refuses to do so; 1 must pay t hese Gentlemen ou t 

of my own pocket. ~ have written Genl Gi bson & requ ested 

Uim to lay my let ter before you & my reasons for r e taining 

those Gentlemen & if no t approved as I c annot et thro the 

duty withou t them; I mus t ask l eav e to b e excus ed from the 

duty afsi gn ed me o f investigat ing the frauds = as f or the 

Emigration the re is nothing doing in that businefs nor will 

there be untill March or April , and l should lon since 

have dispens ed with their servic es but for the duti e s con

nected with their land Cases , to e conomise as mu ch a s pof 

sible I have heretofore d i spensed wi th the expense of a n 

Interpreter, making use of n r MCHenry's a nd Such as I could 

pick up for the t i me being , ~ shall howev e r have to emp loy 

one here ~ h a v e engaged Ben Mar shall to a ct during the in

vesti gation here = Sinc e writin g the above ~ hav e had a 

meeting ith the chiefs and h ave fixed on the broken days 

for the several towns to meet me to hear their comp laints = 
I hope ~ir t hat in r etaini n the s ervi ces o f the se 

two afsistants f or the thre e o r f our weeks re shall be 

engaged here it will meet y ou r approbation if not as ~ can

not dispense with their s erv i c es I must pay them out of my 

own pocket. i have the honor to r emain 

Your Ob H S ev~ 

Jno. B. Ho gan 

Sup ·~ C. Removal 

tOIA: Creek (Ernigr. 1 File . F t. Ivi tlchell . 1/17, 1836 . J 
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To, 

St eam Boat Alpha 20 miles above Li ttle 

t h 
Ro c k Arkansas , 9 -- January 1836 . 

General George Gibs on 

Commifsary Gene ral of 

Subsistence 

General , 

It was my intention to have written yesterday f om 

Little Ro c k , bu t after r eaching that plac e it was found ex-

pedient to make our time of stopping so short as not to ad-

mit of my doing so properly . There is a small tovm a short 

distance above us ·where I shall hav e an opportunity of mail -

in this . I had the honour last to addr efs y ou f om r.Iem

phis on the 3l§t ult? rep orting the progrefs of the Party 

now emi grating u p to that t i me . We d i d not l eav e that 

p lace until the n ext mornin , the 1~~ ins ~ , about 9 o ' clock 

at whi ch time also , the Ponie s were afsembl ed on the west 

bank of the rive r r eady to pro c eed towar ds Fort Gibson 

through the ~ifsifsippi S ramp . 

Since that time nothing o f conse quenc e has occurred 

to the Party on boar d of the Bo at s . 

The Arkansas is not high, but is on tho rise , and 

we hope to r~ach the end of our journey with out bein a ain 

obliged to travel by l und . The Boat s hav e st opped ev ery 

night since entering this river , an d we hav e averaged about 

40 miles a day . The weather has been r emarkably mild & 

favourable to our progrefs , and the Ind i ans are healthy & 

apparently well satisfied . 
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The Horses & Poni e s \Jere no t all f erried over the 

Mifsifsippi at ~emphis until the ev ening of the 3l§t ult<?, 

& until this was done thei1• numbers could not be a c ertained . 

I then found that out o f 154 that had l eft Tuscumbia on the 

23rd ult ., u pwards o f twenty had not crofsed the Mifsis

sippi . They h ad b e en disposed of on the ray ~ith the ex-

c aption of t wo , which \/ere lost . This s a c rafice o f proper-
me 

ty the Agent who accompani ed them inf ormed .... was owin,?; to a 

want of Su ff ici ent Fori a e , Thw llo·Hance of t wo quarts 

of corn no t being suffici ent to support them . I a certained 

the above facts from the Agent who had char ge o f the Ponies 

and as soon a s I had d one so, (finding that the av arage 

rate at whi c h they had trav elled from Tus cumbia to Mem

phis had more than doub l ed that l a i d d own in the Contr a c t) , 

I stat ed to the Agent of the Company , that it 'lras my opin-

ion that when the avarage rat e exc eeded that l aid down, 

the amoun t o f Feria e should be incre a sed by them in pro -

portion , an d that u nlefs it was their int ention to do so , 

I explicitly obj e c ted to the Poni es being obli e d to trav el 

more than an avara e of 12 miles a day . After some dis -

cufsion my proposition vras a cc eeded to , an d dire c tions v1ere 

accord ingly giv en that for the future four quart s ·o f corn 

should be ifsued , as it was expected they would p obably 

trav el betweeru 20 & 30 miles a day . 

We hoped to hear ~ro:r tl eltl y st ~uy at Little Ro c k 

but did not . We shall probably d o so at Dardanell's , about 
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100 miles above . The abov e embr ac e s a ll the f a ct s of i n 

terest that hav e occurred inc e I l a st w'"r ote & I have n o

t hing further a t pre s ent to communi cate upon the sub j e ct 

of Emi gration 

I rum Sir , Re s pe ct f u lly 

You r Obed~ Servant 

Ed 1 Deas 

2gg Li eut & Disb Agen t in t h e 

Creek Emi gr at ion 

{ OIA: Creek (Emi gr . ) File Litt l e Rock . 1/ 9 , 1839 . ) 
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Sir, 

I ssuing House 

Near Pole cat Springs Ala 

4th Jan:Y 1836 -

Herewith you will rece ve the accounts for the sub

sistence of Creek I ndians enrolled in my camp for the two 

last quarters ; the rendit on of my account s for the quar 

ter ending 30th Sept . was delayed in consequence of the 

short period of issues. 

In November findi ng it difficul t to obtain transport-

ation, by the employment of waggons and apprehensive a sup

ply might be needed without being in my power t o prevent 

it, except at an extravagant price , I deemed it prudent 

and economical to procure a v, aggon and team by purchase, 

consequently bought a waggon and t eam of six horses with 

harness complete, for the Sum of One thousand dollars ; 

the necessity of th s purchase I communicated to Capt 

Page prev_ously and received h is sanction . I trust it 

will meet the concurrence of the Dept. as I am convinced 

more than the orriginal cost has already accrued to the 

Government. 

By order of the Commd~ General , (General Jesup) I 

issued fresh beef and bacon alternately week and week , 

until about the Middle of Nov; when it was countermanded 

by Capt Page , who directed fresh beef to be is sued con

stantly, this latter order was carried into Effect until 

the latter part of the quarter, when fin ing it i mpossib e 
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to procure beef, ~as obliged to purch s e fresh pork at the 

rate of 10 cents per lb net weight. - I ha n~de arrange

ments for the deli very of beef but the persons with whom 

I had made the engagement , communicated the fact of not 

being able to geather his stoc , therefore the prospect 

of obtaining beef for some time was debarred me - I was 

obliged to order a quantity of aeon for fear of not being 

in a Situation to Supp ly beef and to be in r eadi ness to 

meet the issues . 

The difficulty of procuring provisions here are ex

ceedingly gr eat ; I have endeavoured or rather inquired of 

the principal persons of the neighborhood , what they ~ould 

be willing to feed the i ndians for per rat on , the lo ~est 

has been e ighteen and the highest twenty eight cents , of 

course I could not in justice to the Government think of 

putting it out at contract - Corn i s high, <' 2 is the low

est it Can possible be obtained in this neighberhood -

beef, I fear ~i 1 cost from e i ght to ten cents in conse

quence of the scarcity. I shal not i ssue , other than 

beef, if it can possibly be avo ded 

You wil l observe the variatioh of uster by the 

abstract of issues ; it is i mposs ible to guard against 

imposition , I have mustered and remustered and at each , 

have cautioned the indian s, not to include those gone to 

Florida; but at the last Muster, 2oth Deer I found many 

of the Florida warriors were included in tbe previ ous 

enrollments. I trust no fault will be attributed to mo , 
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as no human exert i on coul d have prevented , every measure 

possib l y to b e concei ved of has been in every inst anc e 

adopted to arrest over i ssues . 

I am Sir , 

Your Obt . Servt . 

J no . G. Reynolds 

Lt & Military Agent 

c. A. Harri s Esquire 

Commiss ioner of Indian Affairs 

a shington City 

D. C. 

(OIA: Cr eek ( Emigr . ) Fi le R49 - 114- 117 - 119- 123 . R- 49 . ) 
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To 

Gen~ Geo Gibson 

Sir 

/ 

Fort Mitchel l 17 Jan y 1836 

Your Communication of the 5th inst i s a t h a nd 

in which I rum d ir e ct ed to di s c h a r g e my afsis t ant s u pon the 

receip t of your l ett e r; Ma j or Blue I pre swne i s now at 

Washing ton and fr om h i m y ou will hav e l earned - t h at 1 

h av e dischar ged him & r etai n e d Major Abbott an d Mr Leonar d 

to afsist me while l am eng a g ed in inv e s tigatin t he fraud s 

Comndtt eed on the Creek Ind i ans in the s al e o f their 

reservati I hav e jus t comple t ed the i nve sti ation o f Mc 

Henry's district & am now enga ged i n Copyin t he r eport 

and the s e rvic e s o f the s e t wo Gen t l emen ar e ab solut e ly 

necefsary and i f ·; i thdrawn I would b e u n a b l e to o t h r o 

with the investi ation & r eport u p on the o the r twi d is 

tricts, in the d i s t r ict jus t Comp let e d we hav e r ev e r sed 

u pwards o f six hundr ed Cas e s t h at is 600 h a lf s e ctions of 

land that h a s b een f r audul ent l y t a ken from the s e p eop l e 

the affadavitts to be writ t en; t h e v arious sub j e cts Con

nected with this duty; r e quir e s an i mmens e d e a l of wr itin 

and a gr e at deal of c a r e & p re cifs i on i s r equired i n t he 

investig ation ~ repor t s f or f ear of invo l vin the Depa r t 

ment in diff icu ltie s in r e lation to t he t i t l es of l an d i n 

this County & my Corresp ondenc e h as i n creas e d four fol d 

by the afsignme nt of t h ese duti e s, if t hes e t wo afsist

ants Cannot be r e co niz ed a s 'mi r atin a. f s i stants I trust 
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the Indian Dep~ will authorize me t o emp loy t hem untill 

l get thro this duty of investigatin the frauds the fact 

is that neither of them are employed now as Emi r t ing of

ficers but their s e rvices are i ndespensible to the per form 

ance of the only duty that r equi r es my presence here ; be 

lieving that this matter is not p rop erly u nderstood a t the 

Department I must take the r esponsibility of retaining these 

two Gentlemen i f I have to pay them out of my own pocket 

untill I get thro this businefs whi ch I presume will occu

py three or four weeks , when I shall return to Mobile & 

there await your further orde rs unt · ll the Openin o f the 

new Emigration -- I be g s ir in the mean time that you wi ll 

lay this Communication befor e The Hon the Se c o f Wa r & if 

he will not allow the payment of the s e t wo off ic ers fo r the 

time they may be emp loyed from t~ date I must pay i t my 

self ~ ask leave to be r eliev ed f rom the further inve s ti a 

tion of the other districts I am now expectin. a full 

meeting of the lower chiefs so me of them a r e now here await

ing the arrival of the others to ive out the broken days 

for a full meeting of the s ev eral towns to ent e r their com

plaints = 
The news from Florida of the massacre s h ave made the 

people in this neighbourhood v ery· uneasy,, if there is any 

part of the Greek nation that h s good r eason to a pprehend 

danger this is the quarter but I do not bel e ve t her e i s 

any serious cause for f e ar , but it is ri ght to be always 

on the alert I have given this advice to the youn ~ Gen-
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tleman in Command of t h is post, i f h owe v er the se peop le 

were disposed to do mischief t h er e i s no t hing in qhis 

quarter to prevent it, ex cept a youn L~ & 30 men in an 

open encrunpment or Cantonement - h e four principal Chiefs 

o f' the Tuckabatch i e to\lim Viz Opoth l eholo, Mad Blue , Little 

Doctor, & Tuck ab a tch i e ico h a v e s o ld the ir l ands f or the 

sum of p3 0 .000 & may be c ons i der ed as an ev idence of t he i r 

fixed determination to emigr a t e ear ly this spring , you may 

rely on my do i n g ev e r y thin i n my powe r to push the B..'mi 

gration a s f ast as p o f sible , and altho I feal much d is 

please d at t he co n st ant complaints made by r Ho·well i n the 

name of J A Sanf ord & Co. I shall not p e r mi t mys e lf to 

be the least inf luenc ed ~y his conduct but while the Dep~ 

chooses to cont i nue the contrac t will do all I can to r e 

move t he p r e judices of the Indi ans againat that mode of 

conveyance an d urge them out of the coun t ry a s f ast as pof -

sible I have the h onor to 

r emain your ob H Serv. 

Jno. B Hogan 

Sup~ Creek Erni ratn 

(OIA: Creek \ ~nd r., Fil e . Ft . ~ itche ll. 1.17 , 1836 .) 
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M7 friends, 

War Department 

Januarr 27~ 1836 

Your letter ot the 14~ instant to the President 

baa been rererred to this Department. In 1t you desire 

that the contract made for transporting your people to 

the country west or the Mississippi, may be vacated, and 

that the businefa may be instructed to the public Agents 
. . ,. 

and superintended by Uol. Hogan. The President sees no 
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juat ground for this Application and cannot grant 1t. The 

contract has been entered into because it would be a more eco

nomical aode o~ removing your people than any other, and because 

the interest of the Contractors would lead them to be very 

active and e~f'1oient in the buaineta. 

It is therefore better for the government and cannot 

be worse f'or you. The Agents of the Government will supel'in

teDd the whole businets, and the Contract 1s of' such a na

ture that if' any injustice is attempted or done to you, it 

is in their power, immediately, to correct the procedure, 

and to make any arrangement f'or your oomtortable transport

ation that will be nece~aa~. This, therefore, places the 

matter just as much under their control as it would be if' they 

ha4 the exclusive management of it. Colonel Hogan is the 

Superintendent; he is at present engaged in the important 

duty of' tovestigatlng the trauda that have been committed 

against y~ur people in the sale of' their lands. This 

buaineta, it ia aeceasa~ should be speedily accomplished, 



and he will therefore devote his whole time to it until it 

is completed. In the mean time, however, while he is doing 

this, your friend Capt. Page of the Army wi ll superintend 

the execution of the contract and will take care tHat fUll 

justice is done you. 

As to the lands which belong to such of your people 

as have died, the President cannot determine the question 

ot tnheritance which will arise; it is not within his power 

to do this. It must be left either to Congress or to the 

legislature of the State of Aalabama, whichever may have 

the proper authority. 

We1ther the President nor myself know of any other 

promiae which was made you, except. that which is contained 

in the 10~e Article of your treaty, which _provided: that 

sixteen thousand dollars should be paid to the delegation 

sent to Washington for their compensation and tor the sat-

1afaction of their expenses and the claims against them. This 

sum, the delegation received, as appears by their receipt, a 

copy of which I enclose for your satisfaction. I have to 

urge upon you the necessity of your prevailing upon your 

people to move without delay - every day you remain, adds 

to the danger and difficulty of your position. 

Opoth 11 Yoholo and 

other Creek Chieta 

!UokabatcbJ town Alabama. 

Your friend 

Lew Cats 

(Creek Pile. War Dept. , 1/2'7 /1SS6. OIA) 



To, 

Encampment of Indi ns 2 miles 

west of Fort . Smith Arkans as Ty-

28t~ January 1836 . 

General George Gibson 

Commifsary General of .Subs:i.stence 

General , 

On the g ~g ult2 I had the hono r to addrefs you 

f rom near Little Rock upon t he subj e ct of the Party of 

Creek Indians no ~r emi rating . Sinc e that t i me v1e have 

met with mu ch detention from the lo •1 stat e of the wate r 

in the Arkansas Rlver . On the 22:gdins . we r ea ched this 

p lace, and it was found impofs ible to pro ceed furthe r by 

water. 

The Party was therefore encamped at t his p l a ce on the 

north bank of the river , and the A ents of the Contra ct ors 

proceeded to provide the ne cefsary means of Trans portation 

by land . 

Jefsengers were also sent on · to Fort Gibson f o the 

return of the Indian Ponies & a on Hors es , ~hi ch by some 

mistake had gone on there , instead of encampin near Fort 

Smith, e.s was directed , until the arrival of the Boats . 

Those that ~ere fit for use r e turned t hi s afternoon , 

and the requisite number of ~agons having b~en procured 

every thing is in readinefs to proceed tomorro ~ mornin • 

The weather & roads bein ood at present, the Part y 

254 



will probably reach Fort Gibson within five days . 

The Ind ians have remaine d healthy & nothin~ e ls e of 

particular importance rel a tive t o them has o c curred sinc e 

I last had the honour to addrefs you u p on this sub j e ct . 

I am Sir, Respe c tfully 

Your Ob edt Servant 

Edw- Deas 

2~~ Lieut. & Disbur 

Cr eek 1rni r a tion 

gent in the 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr.) Fi le Dl ? -18 - 35 - 26 . 1836 . D- 59 . ) 
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To. 

Fort Gibson Arkansas Ty . 

5t h Februa r y 18'"'6 . 

Gener a l Ge o r ge Gibson , 

Comm " f G 1 f s b · c e l sary en- o u sls--

Gen eral, 

I h av e the honou to st te th.t the P rty of ~mi-

g r a tin Cr eeks whi ch I have a ccom )o.nied from Alabama , arrived 

at the i r destin-tion n ear this p l c e on the 2nd inst . On 

t he 3 !:9- they were muste r ed in the presenc e of Cap t in StepJ.en

son, tho Agent o f the Cont r a c tors , & myself , .s di r e cte d , & 

the Rol ls hav e been si n ed a cco rdin Jly . Tho Indians ex -

prefsed their wish to be car i ed no furthe r than the vestern 

bank of the Verdegris Riv e r , ~rhe r e they were receiv ed by 

Capt . Stephenson , 'lho commen ced ifsuin_, provisions t o t em 

y este r day . Dr . R n dall an d my e lf h vin ~~ no fuithe r busi -

n e fs here , vill etu n to the Cr eek Nation , Ea t , as so on 

a s pofsibl e . 

Nothin ._;, e lse o f partie lar i mportanc e h s occurred n 

relation t o the Ind ians s i n c e I h d the honour to ddrefs 

y ou u pon the 28~b ultimo . 1y Journal exhi bits in de t ai l 

all occur r enc es upon tho route , and ·ill b e f orwar ded as 

dire cted upon my etu n to Al bam • I am S - , Roppe ct ful l y 

Yo r Obodet Se v nt 

,d v- De as 

2g~ Li out & Disbur A ont 

i n the Cree { Emi :) at i on 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr.) Fi le . Li t t l e Ro c k . 1/ 9 , 1836 ) 
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To His Excellency The Prisidint of the United 

States of North America . 

The Committee of Safety and vigilance of the Municipal 

ity of Nacogdoches in Texas feel much de licacy in addrefs

ing the Chief Magistrate of another Government particularly 

under the existing state of circumstances, we however, feel 

much emboldened by the fact that we are addrefsing an indi

vidual who cannot from our Knowl edge of hi m look upon us 

with any other than the warmest f eelings - Our obj e ct is to 

ask of you a compliance with what we believe to be on your 

part a duty unde r the thirty third article of the Tr eaty. 

between the United States and t he Mexican Republick , The 

Creek Indians formerly and most of them still r es i dent in 

the State of Alabama are iri Violat ion of that article of the 

Treaty making incursions into this country attempts have 

been made to enlist the Indians in a war of extirmination 

against freemen contending f or their Constitutional Ri ghts , 

Several hundred of those Indians are now making preparations 

to move in upon a defencelefs population of Women and chil

dren while t he physical force of the Country is contending 

against another enemy, ~ome of them with a Chief at their 

head have moved here and commenced ordering the Inhabit

ants off their lands . 

The Indians are under the jurisdiction of the United 

States they are Subject to the Control o f the Government 

of the United States which has Solemnly Agreed they shal l 
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not make incursions upon us, and we ask of you as the Presi

dent of a free people to control thos e Subject to your jur

isdiction and prevent them from masacring our wives and 

children while we are f i ghting as we believe under the 

principles of Seventy Six , if the s e Indians are permitted 

to come amongst us murder extermination and ravages you 

know will be the consequence, 

We do not ask of you to violate neutrality or t ake any 

side with us. all we ask is soxo Control the Indians Sub 

ject to the jurisdiction of the United States so as to pre 

vent them robbing plundering and murdering our defencelefs 

women and Children 

With high r espect 

W~ B. Reed 

Secty 

Nacogdoches, 

Feby. 13th. 1836. 

Your most 

Ob t Hum Servt. 

Henry Ragoet 

Chairman of the Commit tee 

of Vigi lance & Safety 

Nacogdoches Texas . 

(OIA: Misc. File. Nacogdoches, 2/13 , 1836.) 
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Sir 

Fort Gibson 

February 16, 1836. 

Your communication of 2D9 January 1836, has been :re-

ceived. 

A party of Emigrant . Creeks consist ing of 513, and 

conducted by an Agent ot S. w. Sandford & Co. and accom

panied by Lieut. E •. Deas of the Army Disbursing Agent, ar

rived in their new CoUntry on the 3S Inst. and were mus

tered in my presence; provisions were furnished to them 

tor a tew days, and preparations made to continue the 

supply. 

Emigration of Indians 

Com. Gent. Subs~ 

Washington. 

D. C. 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obedt. · Servt. 

Jaf R. Stephenson 

Capt. U. S. Army 

Disbg. Agt. (Creeks} 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Ft. Gibson. 2/16, 1836.} 
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To 

General Geor ~ e Gibson 

Litt l e Roc k Ar kansas 

16 ~Q Febru r y l 836 . 

Commifsary Gene r a l 

o f Subsistence 

General, 

I a r riv ed at t his p l ace yester day on my re turn 

from Fort Gi bson t o Al abama , and have r e ce i v ed your l e tt er s 

of the 2l§ t De cember l a s t , t h t h of the 6-- & 15-- of J anu ry . 

In accordance vri t h the f orme r I h av e the honou r he r e Yi t h , 

to transmit my a ccount s f or su ch Di sbur sement s as it was 

necefsary t o make i n the l a st u ar te r of 18 5 . 

I am Sir , Respe ct ful l y 

You r Obed~ Servant 

Edn- De a s 2D-Q. Li eu t & 

Di sbg A ent i n t he Cr eek Emi r a t ion 

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr . ) Fi l e Li t tle Ro ck . 1/ 9 , 183 6> . ) 
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Succopattoga , Coosa County , Alabama , 

February 18 , 183 6 . 

1l'o the Honorable the Secre tary 

of War of the United Stat e s: 

Sir, we the undersi gned citiz ens of Coos County cun

cur in hereby advis.ing you o f the starvin and despe r te 

condit i on o 0 1 r .Lnd i Bn popul a t ion and t e c onsequent jeo 

pardy of our p roperty and p e rsons; and in res p e ctful l y 

r equestin t hat an emi grating off i c e may be open ed for 

these unhappy pe op le some wher e i n t s land district . 

Ve are fully o f the op inion , that, i f an emi gratin of

fice were opened here hundr eds would i mmedi a tely flo c k 

to it. The ma jority of the Ind i ans of this part o f our 

country have sold the ir lands within the l as t y ear , and 

have lately be en turned out o f i-he ir home s n d re now 

wander i n ove r the country i n large compani e s; t he i n t e n

tion o f which , is not ye t underst ood by us , n d i s produc 

ing consid erable alarm. They n eglect ed t heir c rop s of the 

last year and cons equently have l ef s to subsist on f or the 

coming season than they have ev er b een known to h av e t 

this season o f the year . I f they continue among us f or 

another seas on the majority of them will b e come perfectly 

destitute of any thin to subsist on; and it is easy to 

foresee the course that would b e pursued by ey a body 

of starving people . Considerable alarm has b een p roduc ed 

with us from the fact , that , an unusual quantity of fire 
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arms has lat e l y b een purchas ed b y the se pe op le , a t 'v e t

umpka and our country store s. In a word , p ol i cy a s well 

as humanity, r equire s t hat some t h in should b e fort h with 

done for these p eop le; a n d what i t i s we , with a f irm r e 

liance on your ma gnani mity an d h i gh s ens e of jus t ic e , leav e 

to yQur wis dom to d ire ct. 

/ Si gn ed by 57 person s / 

(OIA: Cre e k ( Emi gr.) Fi le. Coo sa Co ., 2 / 18 , 1836 . ) 



i::>ir 

Fort Mitchell Alabama 

14 ~1_;. March, 1836 

I have the honor to a cknowledge the receipt of your 

several communications d r ect ed to me at t his p lace, a ll 

of vh:tch vd ll be strictly adhered to . 

Lour let t er date d 10 of 1 nt month ~i ~ o c t s t _ t I 

afcertain if pofsible the numb er of War r i ors t h at h ve 

joined the So inole s - I h ave conv ers ed with some f ew, it 

appears to be a subj ect t hat t hey do no t wi sh to have any 

lanowledge of; there is to b e a meet i ne of the Chiefs on 

t h e 27th of this. month r~hen I will endeavor t o get what 

information I can on the Subj ect . The Contra ctors com

mence opening encam ments t h e l~t of n ext month and s t art 
, 

a party as soon as po f sible . It will b e r equisite tha t 

a Physician be r eady f or t h e buisnefs s it will t ake one 

some time to get here if he is to be de t a iled from the 

Army 

a th r e spect 

I h ave the honor to be 

Brig ' Gen'l George Gibson 

Comry Gen'l Subt 

Washington City 

Your obt Sevt 

John Page Capt 

Disbng A ent Creek reml 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr .) File . Ft. Mitchell, Ala. 3/14 ,1836) 
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Mobile March 15th 1836 

Sir 

I have the honor to inform you that I accompanied the 

Party or Creek Emigrants under the charge of Sandford & Co, 

as tar as the Verdigris River, where they were tur ned over 

to Capt Stephenson. You will observe that Lieut Deas 

Journal includes every incident of importance that occurred 

during the Journey, I am happy to inform you that but two 

deaths occurred, the one, an Indian who was killed, the 

other, a negro Boy who did not come under my charge; tlie 

Emigrants suftered most from Intlamation of the Bowels & 

Lunge trom the unavoidable exposure to cold in travelling 

in winter. I arrived here on the 12th and in compliance 

with your o~er reported myself to Caln Hogan, And shall 

proceed with him to the Creek Nation. 

Your obt Servt 

B Randall 

Afat Surgeon 

U S Army 

Emigration ot Indians 

commisarr Genl of ~ubs1atance 

washington City 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Mobile. 3/15, 1836.) 
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Sir 

Fort Mitchell Al abama 

27th March 1836 

I hav e the honor to r eport to you that I att ended a 

meeting of the Chiefs of this Nation on the 1sth Inst 

and made all the enquiries about the number of Indians 

that have gone from this nation to the Seminoles an d f rom 

what information I can ge t the number is v ery small . -

The chi efs wil l not adrni t that ther e are ev en t v1enty absent. 

I h · ve made enquiries from differ ent s ourc es and 1 am of t he 

opinion that when the war is tirminat ed i t will be known 

there is not one hundred Cr eeks amo ng them. Th e Cohtract-

ors were all present at this meetin I gave t h e 1ndians a 

talk in coun cil on the subj ect of •mi r ation ~he upper 

Towns said they wer e r eady so soon as the inve stiga tion 

was clo sed and their Annuity paid . 

:rv r Flurnoy and Mr at son went from this p l ac e to Fl or -
. 

ida to see Gen'l Scot t and r eturn vith a l ett er fro m t he 

Gen'l that he would r ece ive 500 lariors from the Cr eeks 

if they pres ented them and t he l ett er direct ed all Agent s 

to render such afsistance as they could to procure t hese 

iariors . 1 ca ll' d on the Chiefs an d f oun d it r1as o. ery 

unp~t>pul r thing amon c them; t oy thou[;ht ( end very just -

ly) that shou d they moot ~ st of the Mi fsifsippi , .t -rould 

create f ee lings towards each othe r that could not be settled 

without the lofs of lives. 

In consequence of the poor encour agement t hese two 

gentlemen r eceived from the chiefs they gav e up the exp i d i -

tion. 
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I think it is a v ery goo d t h i n a t this l a t e p erio d 

the expidition has f a i l ed an d t her e a r e many r eas ons I 

could give f or s ay i n g so if it wer e ne cefsary . 

Luit Deas and Doct Randall has r eturned to t hi s 

place The Doct expec t s to b e r e l iev ed f rom t h i s dut y . 

An Afst Surgeon may be r equired v e r y shor tly to a c company 

another par t y We st. 

I h ave pai d the Contr a ct ors a gre eable to my i ns truc

tions f or t he remova l of the party l as t wi n t er 

Brig Gen ' l Geor e Gi b s on 

Comsy Gen 'l Subt 

Washi n g ton City 

Vi t h r espe c t 

I hav e t he honor to be 

Your ob t s ervant 

J ohn Pa e Ca t & 

Emi r atin Agent 

Creek Remova l 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr.J Fi le . Co l umbu s . 3/ 4 , 1836 . ; 
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Fort Mitchell 

Alabama 9yJ;l April 1836 

sir 

I hav e the honor to aclmowl edge the r e c eip t of your 

le t ter 2st~ of last month . -

I wrote to y ou I had attended a meetin of the Chiefs 

of this Nation . The r e I stated to them I had jus t r e turned 

from Vashington City a nd gav e tham a t a lk as comeing fr om 

t he President . -

I explained to them thi er situat ion , t hat it was the 

last year they had to emi grate; I stated t o them the Pr es 

ident had not wi thheld any thing f rom them that they we re 

entitled to , he h d d one all he could f o r them; they had 

sold their land and a re eab le t o the 1r eaty he expe c t ed 

them to mov e to the Country l lott ed them: On their a r

rival t he re he had made ev ery arrangement for t he ir r e c e p 

tion agreeable t o the Treaty . ( ~hi ch I explain ed to t nem) 

I told them the peop le they had s o l d t heir l an d to wishe d 

to ocupy it , they would be warned off and i f they did not 

go they woul b e f orced off . I a sked then rhe re they 

would go? or what they would do ? I r equ ested them to con 

sult each othe r an d l e t me know what t h e i r intentions were 

and to let their talk b e a straight one . Upothe Le Hola, 

(the Chi e f of the upper Creek s ) - - sai d he and his p eon le 

were going to emigrate , all the con t r a ctors we r e p r e s ent 

in the square , the Chiefs all knew them. - -
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I told them ~ke the contra c t ors e r e ready to take them 

agreeable to the contract, (whi ch I explainod to them) t h ey 

all under stood it a n d were purfe c tly satisfied 

The Contr a ctors then addrefs ed them - Upoth Le Hola 

said he would be veady as soon a s Col Hogan 1oul d close 

the investi ations that he had sele ct ed a spot to afsemb le 

his peop le on. Col Hogan has suggisted tbe the p ro pri e ty 

of my a ccompanyin h i m on his tour t o r emove an y preju 

dices that may h a v e been enter tained agains t this mode o f 

emigration . I can onl y s a y t o the Dept there r e no p r eju 

di ces to remove , the Ind ians a r e satisfied . I hav e but 

a few days sinc e r eturned from among them and know their 

minds on the subj ect. Co l Hogan mus t know the u pper Cr eeks 

most o f t h em a r e ready to emig r ate when he c loses the in

v esti gation . 

I will state to the Dept a d i ff iculty that prev ents 

emi gration. It is well known that the investigat ion of 

frauds has been goin g on part o f l as t summer - this win

ter and spring a n d I underst an d i t i s a ll t o go over a ain . 

I f the investi ation h d been limit ed to l ands that e r e 

stolen and list en to no othe complaints - I do n ot s ee 

what should prev ent the buisnefs f rom being closed lon 

ago. but i f a person wi ll listen to e very com laint that 

is made he wil l never se e the end . One Ind i an ~ill come 

forward and say he sold his land an d the pur chaser took 

back a hundred dollars to kee f or h im an d he d i d not 

give it back to him and he ~ants h is pay and a n old worn n 
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when 
will step up and tell a story n h our long , a:a she ets 

through, it amount.s to t hi s, she sold her land n d got 

so much money an d an old horse and the purchaser still 

is in debt to her so rrru.ch and when you brin both par t ies 

togethe r the purchaser presents an a ccount for oods he 

has let her have some of ~hi ch she a c knowledges and others 

s he denies havin r eceiv ed them but sti l l the e is the a c-

count and it c anno t be ~ot ov e r . These are t h ing s that 

never shou l d be lis tened t o be e use they are unavo idable . 

All the Ind i ns that lodge t e r e comp laints think they a r e 

e oin t o be benefited as well as those that hav e ctually 

had t heir l ands stole and furnished the nec efs r y proof! . 

Col Ho gan I believe i s now about investi atin jud e Tor

rents district , it wi ll probably take h i m ten or fifteen 

days after whi ch he s ends on his pro c eedings to W sh n ton 
be 

City f or the approval or d is approval as the c ase may , when 

they r e turn an d the ecis ion of the President is known they 
I 

are ready. his is the c use a p art cannot be ot off i m-

medi tely. men the upper Creeks have all been ex amined 

the invest igation wi ll o amon g the l ower Cr e eks and t he 

same thing to go over. I have stated thi s that you c an 

judge the difficulty the contra ctors have to contend a ains t . 

The Contra ctors are wi th the Indians that have expre fsed a 

wish to emi grate. I ~ot a let ter from Calt a l ker, he had 

promised to meet the Tucabatche e Indians the next d y at 

one of their dances a nd he int ended to point a d ay f or t hem 

to go in camp he has great influence wi th them if y 
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person can get them to appoint a day i t will be him 

What are termed the lower Creeks are most of them op

posed to emigration . Ne he . Micco and Efi ., Matla the t wo 

principal chiefs of the lower Creeks always have been op -
them 

posed to emigration and there is not an Indian among~but 
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what have sold their land they are a crofs , hostile set of 

Indians and are well disp osed to do a great deal of mis chief . -

I doubt whether they wi l l consent to emi grat~ unlefs 

some desisive measures are taken with them . The white peo-

ple who live among them h a v e had to quit their plantati ons . 

No doubt the po licy of the Indians was to freighten them 

off so they could plunder their corn cribs . I report ed the 

circumstances to the Gov of Alabama and the necefsity that 

some measures s h ould be taken t o keep these peo le in u b -

jection. I am closing my accounts f or the last uarter . 

Agreeable to instruc tion I will accompany Col Ho an throu h 

Gen'l Sanfords Di strict . I have just r eturn ed fr om the 

Distri ct ·where he is now invest i gat in and as I have stated. 

there is no d i ff iculty after the investigation is over . 

By request o f many ci tizens I shall l eav e here in t wo 

or t hree days to visit the Hitcherties , the Chehaws and 

Ufawley Indians, they a r e the people that have c reated 

such an alarm with the white inhabitants they a re inclined 

to be hostile a n d as I ~1 well a c qu ainted with all of them 

I think by explaining to them the situation they hav e pl c ed 

themselves in by their movements , I am convinced I c an 

operate on their minds very favorable toHards emigration 



on 
having conversed to day with on e of the chiefs et; this 

subject and he thought it adviseable. As I disli l--e to 

travel alone amon ~ them I hav e thought it adv iseable t o 

hire Mr Sorrw erville who is a l so a cqu ainted with them as 

an afst at ~~3 . 50 per day and hope i t will be sanctioned by 

the Dept 

With respect your obt servt 

J Page Capt Di sbg g~nt 

Brirr Gen ' Je ' o Gibso~ <..:> 

CornY Genl Subt 

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr.) File . Columbus . n/4, l836.J 



Sir 

Fort Mitchell Al~b~ma 

ath May 1836 

I have the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your let

ter 26th Last Month Notifying Me Ten Thousand Dollars had 

been required to meet my requisition I have notified you 

the State of the Indians. I have always been cautious 

that a talse alarm Should not be crea ted by me the Indians 

below this are committing all the d epredations they can. 

they are detei~inedto have pofsefsion of all the planta-

tions in Three or Four Towns and in fact they have Now 

got them. the occupants having fled to Georgia for Safety. 

Majr W~ Florenoy a respectable planter was carried by this 

place yesterday a corpse Shot and his Scalp taken off by the 

Indians while on his way to this place his horse was also . 
Shot a Mr Tarrant residing in the neighborhood of MajrFlore

noy is also reported to be Shot a young man this Moment re

ports a Mr Hobbs Shot in his bed last Night our informant 

was by hi~ Side be Sprang out ~d raised a plank (it being 

a Log house the planks not nailed) Secreted himself under 

the house the Indians then broke the bolt entered the house 

Took out all the Trunks broke and robd Them of their Con

tents this man was Shot by pleCin the gun between the logs 

of the house sentinells were place round the house, this 
they 

young man made his escape atterAleft the house; - he re-

mained in the woods all night There were Two plantations 

about a Mile oft he heard five guns near those, after 

' 
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the Indians Left, whether any person is Shot we know not 

Negroes they do not kill as this Man had three in a 

house about one hundred yards off he Says the Indians 

told them they intended to kil l all the white people 

I stated to you I would Communicate the talk I had with 

the Upper Creeks. I will do so by next Mail They are 

disgusted with the Investigation and Say They will not 

wait any Longer than it will Take to Settle their debts. 

there is from five to eight thousand ready to be off 

were it not for this investigation which I think cannot 

be closed in Six Months the Upper Creeks Say they have 

adopted a plan of their own in regard to the disputed 

Lands and will be off in a month. By tomorrows mail I 

will detail to you their plans. those upper Chiefs Said 

they had rather hear any word mentioned than invest iga

tions. the upper Creeks are determined to be off, they 

are at this time perfectly friendly, but the Lower Creeks 

as I have heretofore reported are hostile and must be 

treated as Such, the !!! whoop has been sounded among 

them. Cot, Hogan in in Mobile but reports to the editoi•s 

of News papers 'ka~ that the Indians are not hostile &C 

I do Say he knows as Little about Indians as any man I 

ever Saw and I afsure you they are getting tired of his 

Talks, promises every thing and gives Nothing, flattery 

will do tor Indians for the moment to be popular but in 

the end it will have a verry Serious effect. these In

dians do not hesitate to Say the Seminoles have whipped 



the white people -they know all the Movements in Florida 

but all can be checked if taken in Season I Stated Some 

time ago that feroe was necefsary 

Brig Gen1 Geo Gibson 

coms Genl Subsist 
. I 

Washington City 

With respect 

I have the honour to be 

Your Obt Servt 

John Page Capt & 

Supt Creek Removal 

(OIA: Creek (~gr.) File Ft. Mitchell. 1836.) 



Sir 

Fort Mitchell Alabama 

12th May 1836 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Your 

Communication of the 29t~ utimo, also a Copy of the Con

tract with Mefs Sanford & Co. In My Last Communication 

I Stated I would give You an account or my visit among 

the Upper Creeks, I Must refer You to my let t er to the 

Secretary of War, the Situation or these people. The hos

tility that has broken out among the Lower Creeks, did 

not astonish me in the least. to my Communications you 

will find I have mentioned the disposition of these peo

ple, and was particular, in drawing a Line of distinct

t1on between, the Upper and Lower Creeks fo r instance; 

my talk to them at Tucko ebogo. Col. Hogan was present 

when I gave these people a talk I told him then they 

should be considered in Vo other light than a hostile band. 

in my Communication to Judge Herring. 28th Last Month I 

Stated to him Some decisive Measures would have to be 

Taken, with these Lower Creeks, I communicated to th$ .. 

Gov~. of Alabama, and Told him a Month ago war was rag-

ing with these people and if a Battallion or Mounted Men 

was sent among them it would Check them, I have endoavoured 

to imprets it upon the minds of Every One around, I have 

warned the people to look out ~or them, I received a 

Short time since a Talk from the Secretary of War to give 



to these Indians Mr Abbot who is a Certifying Agent was 

present when I received it I explained to him the situa

tion of these people and told him I had got my infor mation 

trom a different Source. one that Could not be doubted. 

I imprefsed on his mind that there was great exc i tement 

and danger and that I could get inf ormation that neither 

1 him Nor Co,, Hogan Could obtain. he Left here the Next 

day and gave the people to understand there was no excitement 

among the Lower Creeks, and endeavoured to put Public opin

ion against all my reports, and his manner of doing busi

nefs with the Indians has had a tendency to excite the In

dians and encourage them in their acts. he Talks in this 

way, the White people have stolen from the Indians and the 

Indians are only getting it backagain. I told him he 

never should make use of Such Language So Indians Could get 

hold of it he is getting five Dollars a day, and I will 

venture to say, I Can do in three days all he does in a 

month, and would willingly do it: rather than have such a 

person to Encounter with in · the Nation, he Makes a great 

parade and has a great deal . to say and the Indians think 

Some thing wonderful is to be done, and when he is through 

it amounts to Wothing and probably has not found a Single 

case to oertity, a person that is acquainted with the 

Indian Character; all this formality and parade at these 

exciting times bas a bad tendency, businefs with Indians 

Should be done in a Most Simple Manner easily to be com-
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prehended and with as few words as can be done, So they 

may understand it they are always much more Satisfied 

with this Manner of doing businefs, "Since Yesterday we 

have had but very little Communication with the interior 

the planters occasionally Send a Negro to t heir planta

tions, they find them Constantly plundering their houses 

of every thing they can carry off I do not believe five 

hundred Thousand Dollars will repay them for their lofses 

the people just fled from their homes with but the Clothes on 

their backs Some few packed up in Waggons a few things and 

Started. Whenever the Indians Met with them they Mafsacred 

them Men Women & Children they have generally Let the 

negroes escape except in one or two instances when they 

have killed them, I hope as fast as they are taken prison-

era or gave Themselves 

Them without ceremony, 

their escape to Florida 

p the orders will be to Emigrate 

I am afraid Some will Try to make 

if they have this in view I shall 

be able to find out in a few days, Ene har micco and Ne he 

Emarthla and Efixemarthla the three head Chiefs of the Lower 

Creeks, Cot, Crowell & myself sent for them, but they would 

not come but have since Lett their homes, they are hostile 

but will not fight themselves, I am sure they will come 

forward after a Little and pretend they are trying to Stop 

the fighting last evening we discovered the Euchee Bridge 

on fire and all the buildings at that place only Two miles 

from this place we sent Some friendly Indians to ascertain 

the tact and found it to be so I See we are surrounded by 
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these people We have Men Women & Children more than Can 

get inside of the picketts" I have given out word for 

all the friendly Indians to Come in I have been applied 

to by them for ~ometh1ng to eat as they are in a Starving 

Condition, I shall give them some Corn & Beef and hope 

it will be Sanctioned by the government it is impofsible 

to see them in a ~tarving Condition. I will write as often 

as practicable and give you all the inteligenoe I cah 

With respect I have the honor to be 

Your obt Servt. 

Brig Gen1 Geo Gibson 

comf Genl Subsistence 

John Page Capt & 

Supt Creeks 

(OIA: creek (Emigr.) File. Ft. Mitchell. 5/8, 1836.) 
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Gen~ Geo. 

c. 
Dear Sir 

We 

(COPY) 

Gibson 

G. s. 

Columbus Georgia 

May 14, 1836 

have the honor to 
0 

acknowledge the r eceipt of your 

letter or th 0 
the 15-- ult- -

We presume the Superintendent of Emigr ation Capt. 

Page has only informed you of the hos t ile att itude of the 

Creek Indians - of the reo_ent murders, & of t he' general 

distraction of the property of the Sett lers in the nation, 

by these people. 

Emigration has atopt entirely - the Indians be i ng 

generally hostile -

Members or the company have traversed the nation as 

~ar up as the northern line of the Creeks & even into the 

Cherokee territory in hopes or being able to get up a party 

in that section of the Country, but all will not do. Those 

who were ready and willing to go have now declined entire

ly, in consequence or the detention of the principal Chief 

Opathle Yoholo, in the Tallapoosa and Coosa districts, 

we have bad two Camps opened and near two thousand Indians 

ready for marching when a metsage was received from Opothle 

Yoholo of the TUokabachee town telling the Indians not to 

ao•e unt1ll he could go with thea; and notwithstanding every 

et~ort was made to keep those in camp that were then in, 
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Jet all would not do, go they would not without this Chief. 

Opothle Yoholo has been detained by a bail writ for 

a debt, for which he is as much responsible as he is for the 

national debt of Great Britian - the prosecuting attorney 

in the case is x!: Abbot - the Government certifying Agent 

and the pliant tool of Col. Hogan. 

Wo man knows better than M!: Abbot the great influence 

which this Chief posaetses over the actions of the whole 

nation; and instead of aiding the contractors to carry out 

the wishes of the Government, we find him, altho' holding 

an honorable appointment under the Gov~rnment, using his 

limited influence to baulk us, and even accepting of a 

paltry tee as an attorney for the purpose of oppressing 

and detaining a man from emigrating - well knowing that upon 

his removal every thing depends. 

You info~ us that you have sent our letter of the 

3oth March to Col. Hogan for the purpose of allowing that 

officer to convince us that he is not unfriendly to our 

contract. - This, Sir, he will hardly attempt to do, he 

knows that we know too well his hostility to us, Col. 

Hogan maz be able to convince the Department, that he has 

acted correctly aa Investigating Agent and that he has 

done every thing which lay in his power to aid emigration, 

but he cannot pla~ off this trick either upon us or the 

people living in the Creek nation - Col. Hogan may be able 

to convince the Depar! ot his disinterestednefs throughout 

the whole bua1neta, but we have evidence before us that 

will o1earl7 prove that his only object is profit & that 
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it we have not silenced his opposition to us before this, 

it baa been only because we were not able to pay him his 

price. This evidence shall be laid before you in a tow 

days. 

We risk nothing in charging this whole outbreak 

ot the Indians upon the conduct of the Investigating 

Agent - he could, if he had been so disposed, have brought 

his businets to a close in all of two ~onths & probably 

would have been compelled to have done ao if he had been 

any other man than Col. Hogan. 

OUr town is under Military law, expecting an at

tack every night - Our operations have ceased entirely -

We shall however keep an active communication with 

the Emigrating Agent Capt. Page & shall take advantage of 

any sympt0ms of auccets for the removal of a party of 

Indians -

We have the honor to be 

Sir 

Your Mo. Ob. St. 

J. W. A Sanford & Co. 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) Pile. Columbus. 4/22, 1836.) 
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Extract from the instructions to Bret Maj Genl Th s Jesup. 

dated 

War Department 

May 19 1836 

"The President has been desirous of ascertaining 

what tnuds have been committed upon these Indians, in the 

sale of their lands, with a view to remedy, the evil as 

far aa possible (But this effort, a succinct account of' 

which will be communicated to you by the Commissioner of' 

Indian Affairs, has been now stopped by War. It is still, 

however, deaireable that the friendly part of the Creeks, 

if in fact any of them should remain friendly, should be 

relieved from the embarrassments under which they have 

labored with respect to their lands. 

I enclose the Copy of a letter from Capt. Page, by 

which you will perceive the Views of that Officer on the 

subject, and the proposition made by the Upper Creeks. 

This proposition baa been approved and Capt Page advised or the 

fact. So tar therefore aa any part of this division of the 

Creeks shall remain peaceable, you are authorized to sanction 

the proceeding recommended - But whatever 1a done must be 

done without delay, for it 1a very important that these peo

ple should be immediately sent orr. You will assure them 

that the gover.nment is anxious to do them justice, and that 

the Claims of those who remain at peace, and remove to the 

Country west of the Mississippi will be duly attended to. 
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A descriptive roll of all these persons will be taken, in 

order to determine their cases hereafter. It is impossible 

tor the want of time to cause abstracts to be prepared show

ing the Sales that have been made by the Creek Indians, and 

therefore no directions can be given for any definite pro

ceedings upon that subject. There is no objection however 

in the cases or these friendly Indians, to permitting them 

to aell agreeably to the established regulations, a copy of 

which you will herewith receive, t the purchaser can satisf7 

bimselt that no contract has been heretofore made fo r the 

sale of the lands. But if this is done, he must do it upon 

his own responsibility, for if a previous valid contract has 

been entered into, the first purchaser must hold the land. 

If the arrangement stated by Cap- Page should take et

tect, you are authorized to select a competent Officer should 

the Indians desire it, to see that justice is done, and also 

to appoint a certifying Agent to certify Contracts should any 

be entered into, as above mentioned. His duties and compensa

tion will be governed by the prescribed regulations. 

"It however these matters cannot be satisfactorily 

arranged previous to the departure ot the Indians, you will 

assure the friendly disposed part of them, that measures 

will be taken as early as practicable to see that justice 

is done them, -and that the land shall be disposed of at its 

tair value, and the proceeds paid over to them. The moment 

the annuity bill paaaes arrangements will be made for pay

ing to the peaceable Creeks their just proportion ot it"-

-
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Extract or a letter fro. Gov: W. Schley, dated 

Milledgeville 

17 Ma~ 1836. 

"The Creeks are in a starving condition and must 

be ted where they now are, by the United States, or they 

muat be killed or driven out or the CountrJ." 

(OIA: Creek File J-22. Tallahassee. 1836. The last two 
paragraphs or above are x-ed out.) 
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Sir 

Fort Mitchell Ala 

4th June 1836 

I have the honor to report that since my last somrnunica

tion Gen~ Scott and Jesup have arrived, Gen•l Jesup left 

yesterday for Montgomery with an escort of 150 troops to 

take command of the Alabama troops. I reported immediately 

to Gen'l Scott the intention of a party of Indians to crofs 

the River on their way to Florida. Measures were imme

diately taken to stop them. Yesterday a party made an at

tempt to crofs but were repulsed by a company of Georgia 

Militia; the skirmish lasted about one hour, the Georgia 

Company lost one man killed, I have ascertained for a 

tact that Ea le harjo (the Uhief) was shot through the 

shoulder, and Jim Henry shot in the head but not danger

ous, whether any were killed I do not know. The River is 

very high at this time and the distance so far acrofs, but 

little could be affected. I think it will be ten days be

fore the troops can be organized and on the spot to com

mence on these people, no Regula.r troops have yet arrived 

and it will be about five days before we can expect any ex

cept a small detachment of recruits. The Indians are pur

tectly well aware of the movements of the troops, they 

are getting uneasy and still exprefs a willingnefs to fight. 

They cursed the Militia, called them cowards and dared them 

aerofs the river and the Militia retaliated with the same 

language, this was during the time they were shooting 
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acrota, at each other. Gen•l Scott has been very sick 

for three days but I think he is recovering. 

I leave here tomorrow for West Point to Muster into 

service a Regiment of Georgia Militia and bring to this 

place what friendly Indians are there. I shall return in 

four days, when I will communicate to you the occurrances 

in that period. 

With respect 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt sevt 

Brig Gen'l George Gibson 

Com Gen'l Sub 

Washington liity 

John Page Capt & 

Sut Creeks 

( OIA: Creek ( emigr.) File. Fort M1 tchell. 6/4/1836. ) 



Sir, 

Fort Mitchell Alabama 

15. June 1836 

Since my last communication I have the ho.nor to report 

to you the state of the Indians. There has been one or 

two skirmishes with the Indians and some of the Georgia 

Militia; the Indians beat off the Militia both times. This 

occurred about eight miles below here on the Georgia side 

of the River. The Militia scattered every way and it was 

several days before they collected again . Their lofs killed 

and wounded was considerable. They also state they killed a 

large number of Indians, tho' I think it not so. An old 

woman arrived here yesterday, her sons and daughters being 

here caused her to come in. She states all the party that 

crotsed the river and were in the battle returned to Camp 

again and only two Indians wounded, one shot through the 

writ and the other had his thumb shot off. This she states 

was all the lots the Indians sustained. Previous to this 

fight the Indians had killed several of General Watsona 

negro women and burnt his house &c. 

Ne-he-mico the head of Wa-tu-ha-ho-ka Camp laid wait

ing two days to attack the escort, on their return, that 

accompanied General Je~up through to Tuskegee, Alabama. 

He gave the war talk and headed the party himself. On 

the third day TUck-a-batche-e-har-jo a friendly chief 

sent some ot his warriors to Ne-he-mico to tell him what 

his rate would be. The old chief became alarmed, cleared 
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out, went to Tallafsee and is now there with some friendly 

Indiana. Old Efie-Mat-la the seccond in in command followed 

with about two hundred warriors; some of them have come 

here, say thirty. I disarmed them and encamped them by 

themselves. Others have gone to Columbus and a large num-

ber have joined Ne-he-Meathla. I do not know what course 

will tiB taken with these people. Some that I have here 

are murderers and can prove them as such. I sent an ex-

prefs to General Jesup; he returned this morning ; did not 

see the General but sent the dispatches to him. He states 

the Gent was going down on the hostile Indians. He had a 

considerable number of friendly Indians with the Alabama 

troops. The indian exprefs says Gen! Jesup will be at 

Ne-he-Mathla 1 s camp to attack it today. We are doing 

nothing here, the arms not having arrived for the Mil-

itia. The regular forces .or part of them are expected 

here tomorrow. I shall go to Columbus tomorrow and if 

pofsible prevail on Gen! Scott to march with what force 

he has got and commence on them or Gen~ Jesup wil-l · do 

the businefs before he gets into the f1eld. Fortunately 

the Alabama troops had a good supply of arms and amunition 

in due season. The suocefs Gen1 Jesup meets ~fth you will 

hear in a few days. Under the present state of things the 

emigration cannot commenxe immediately as the friendly In

dians are fighting the hostile: but every thing relative 

to emigration shall be done in the best and quickest man-



ner to promote the views of the Government. The Contractors 

stand ready when called on. I received a letter from Judge 

Herring stating in what ma~ner the annuity should be paid. 

The upper Creeks have been taken with bail writs and their 

property pledged •till the annuity arrives. Unlefs it is 

paid they never can be got out of the state, and in fact 

they cannot start. The ~hiefs are the ones bound for it. 

I am now attending to the friendly Indians. 

~ith respect &c 

Brig Gen! Geo Gibson 

Comy. Gen~ Subs &c. 

(signed) John Page Capt & Supt. Creeks. 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Ft. Mitchell 6/4/1836.) 



· JOINT MEMORIAL OF rHE PEOPLE OF EAST ALABAMA -

AND THE WESTERN FRONTIER OF GEORGIA TO THE 

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES: 

To the Hon. Dixon H Lewis -

Washington· City 

D: C 



Joint Memorial of the People of Alabama and Georgia, 

to the senate & House of Representatives of the 

United States, in uongrefs asa•mbled - Praying the 

immediate attention of' that hono x•abl e body in rela

tion to the causes of the Creek hostilities -------

We the· Gitizens of Eastern Alabama - and of the Western 

Frontier of Geor gia deeming it expedient for the future wel

fare of the people, that an immediate investigation should 

be instituted, emanating f rom the highe st l ~g1 slat1ve author

ity of the country into the causes of the Creek Indian war -

have after the most mature deliberation, believed it to be 

an imperative duty to memorialize the Congrefs of the United 

States before the termination of the present session - In

volved as one a large portion of your Memorialists in all 

the horrors of a savage war - and predicating their belief 

on evidences of the most glaring cir cumstantial character, 

that the present lamentable condition of this part of the 

country has been caused by Individuals conjointly afsociated, 

under the appellation of Land Companies, whose contracts are 

believed to be of the most nefarious & fraudulent character, 

do therefore respectfully solicit your attention to the sub

ject - as the guardians of the public weal ----

We pray that your Honorable Body may devote, such con

sideration to the subject, as its importance demands -

Your Memorialists believe that an investigation -

whether judicial, or otherwise must, most afsuredly lead 
to 

to the exposition of the most revolting facts - known the ,. 
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annals of history, disclosing scenes of terpitude & rapine 

to which the American character has hitherto, been a strang

er - scenes clandestinely opening the flood-gates of savage 

assassination upon the defencelefs women & children or this 

late prosperous country ---

Your Memorialist therefore believe that the existing 

crisis demands prompt and decisive action - Action of a high 

national character - believing as they do, that the ramifi

cations of circumstantial evidence, are sufficient grounds 

for the immediate arrest of various individuals contigious 

to the disaffected Indian districts --

Your Memorialist are also aware of the corrputing in-

fluence of we~th & title - yet they rely with unshaken 

confidence on the magnanimity of the Congrefs of the United 

States - believing that the appeal of a suffering people, 

aurrounded as they are with the devastating horror of a 

border savage war - brought into existence by an abandoned 

and heartlefs afsociation of white men - will not be made 

in vain ---

Your Memorialists beg leave also to suggest to your 

honorable body the dangerous & fatal policy, persued by 

the aforementioned atsoc1at1ons - influencing as they 
some ot 

haveAthe public prefaea of the country by their illgotten 

we~lth - making them the servile organs of misstatement 

& r~lsehood - but the principal grounds for a judicial 

investigation your Memorialists believe are summed up 

in the public expose of the late swindling transactions -

292 



together with the determined purpose or the before said 

Land Companies to create an Indian war at the time when 

the governmental investig-ations should commence into the 

fraudulent contracts 

These, with divers other circumstances, which may be 

brought forward have induced your Memorialists to present 

their humble petition, believing that there is documentary 

evidence in the hands of disaffected parties, which may be 

obtained should Congrefs deem it advisable to act on the 

subject - already several white persons are in custody, 

who it is believed are in pofsession of important particu

lars relating to the causes of the Creek hostilit~es, 

The!fore your Memorialist humbly solicit of your honorable 

body such proceedure as may tend to allay the existing ex-
to 

citement &~bring to condign punishment the heartlefs agita-

tors of the calamitous war -

And your Memorialists will ever pray &c -

~Signatures of 555 person!7 

Sunday morning 19 June. We the undersigned bear witnefs 

that the before written names with pencil - were the author

ized synaturea of the parties in person - in order, during 

the rush to sign, to expedite the measure Mr Henry Thompson 

the bearer of the Memorial took down the names by order of 

the Persons whae synatures are here 

Gideon Leaverett 

J. w. Stallings 
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Georgia. Trent County ) 
) 

La Grange: ) Personally Appeared before me Mr 
. 

Henry Thompson who being sworn, deposeth that several of 

the signatures herein written were done so by him at the 

request of the parties - which constitutes th~m legal and 

valid 

Sworn to and Subscribed ) 
) 

before me June 20th 1836 ) 
) 

Orville A Bull J. P. ) 

Henry Thompson 

~26 additional s1gnatures7 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Fort Mitchell. 5/29/1836.) 



(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Ft. Mitchell. 6/21, 1836.) 

Sir 

Port Mitchell Alabama 

218 t June 1836 

Since my Laat Communication there has been ~nother 

Skirmish on the Georgia side of the river about fifteen 

Miles below this place with an other detachment of the 

Georgia Militia the India~ derea~ed Lhem, a ro ve them 

into the Fort which, they had erected and fought them Some 

ttme atter they reached tne Fort, auring the fight th~ 

Indians Captured Sixteen Blls of Flour that had been 

Landed on the bank of the river fo r the use of the Troops 

from a Boat, they, also Took a number of horses from the 

mounted men, I went immediately to Columbus to inform Gen~. 

Scott that the object of the Indians fighting was to Crofs 

over the Women & Children Some few miles below where the Fort 

was. I am now sure some have Crotsed over and gone, the 

ballance have had a wish to do so bu» Could not venture. 

Women and Children aB& are now Coming in dail7, they say 

it has been three da~s since they have seen their husbands, 

that they got alarmed and had left them. I have examined 

them all: they Say Some have gone to Florida and others 

will go if they can get off, if a person will trace the 

movements of these Indiana they never can be deceived of what 

their intentions are. We.he Emarthla is here and his son 

they were Taken prisoners by the friendly Indians under 

Genl Jeaup8 Command They have since Taken fifty two 

others aen wo .. n & Children they, were sent in here Last 

evening with a guard, the regular toroea Started Yeste~ay 
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and will probably be to day at or near the Mouth of 

Cowaga Creek, a Stream that Empties into the Chattahoo

chee River, and a favourite Crofsing place Major Pierce 

had the advance Battallion and Major Lomax followed. The 

Troops were in fine Order and Ambitious for a fight, I wish they 

may get one, but doubt it. I am afraid it is too Late. Gen+ 

Jetsup May put them in Motion, as I understand by the persons 

taken they are embodied on the Cowaga Swamps. 

Gen1 Jesup has just arrived from his Camp and Tells me 

the exprets I sent him Yesterday from Gen1 Scott directs him 

to suspend all operations till further Orders, the result 

will be this, those who Crofs the river if they are Met by 

the troops they will be killed and those who remain on this 

Side will Come in in Small parties and give up and the War 

will be at an End (that is with the Indians) A verry few days 

I think will determine how Long the war will Last when I will 

~ive you the earrlieat intelligence I must require Twenty 

Thousand Dollars more to meet expenoes That May Come from 

different Sections for Subsisting friendly Indians. Paddy 

Carr has just Left this place with one hundred & fifty 

friendly Indians to join Major Pierce. 

I expect a great Emigration will take place imme

·diately after theW~ is terminated which I think will be 

in a Short Time. 

the vont~aotora report Themselves ready with every 

Means requi1ite for their removal 

with Respect I have the honor to be 

Brig Gen 1 1 George Gibson John Page Capt & Supt Creeks 
0Qmr7 Gen•l Subt Washington City. 
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(The env e lope to t his l e tt e r post 
( 
(m rked the 30th of June . --

Fort Mitchell 

Alabama June 1836 

Sir 

Since my last corrmmnic a tion the hosti le parti e s of In

dians have mostly broaken up a n d s catte r ed some hav e come 

in here say 12 or 15 hundred men women and ch ildren an d many 

have surrendered thems e lves at Tall a se e , an d othe r p o i nts 

and a great many wanderin j about , afr a i d t o come in There 

wi l l be no more fi h ting , The Troops may mee t some of 

these wanderin parties and f ire on them but the obj ect 

of the Ind ians will be to keep our of their way 

I have this day commenced enro llin them an d shall 

dispat ch them as soon as pofsible , the cont r a ctors a re 

present ready to take them off . It has r a ined every day 

so, it is almost impofsible to get throu gh enrollin them 

Gen'l Jesup is at this place . Gen1 Scott about 15 miles 

below here with a large command , I .presume s couring the 

CountiY, he is expe cted h ere in t wo or t h re e days . It rill 

be impofsible f or me to render any more a ccounts untill 

mine are rep orted on, t he balance on hand 31st De cembe r 

1835, All my ac counts ar e there , I have abstract ed my 

accounts for the 1st and 2d qu arter of this year but cannot 

make the account Current With respect 
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I have thB honor to be 

Your obt sevt' 

Brig Gen'l Ge 0 Gib son 

Com Gen'l Subt 

Washin gton 

ove r 

John Page Capt 

sut - Cr eek 

Since I clo seed this l e t te r a gen t l eman h as r r i v e d and says 

that s ev e ra l fami li e s h av e been murde r e d by t a party of In

dians tha t c r ofsd the Ch attahooche e riv er on t heir v1ay to 

F lorida 14 persons we r e seen · dead he witne fs d it , h i mself 

Troops from Gen l Scotts c ommand h av e g one in pursuit o f 

them. I hav e always been f e ar ful o f the ir es c ape , kno ~in ) 

a c ertai n number were b ent ' on going there if p ofsible I t 

was near the Flin t Ri v er where these p ersons re re murdere d 

John Pa e 

Capt 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr.) File . Ft . Mit chell , Ala ., 3 /14 , 1836) 
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Choct aw Agency . 

30 . June . 1836 . 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

Commissioner of Ind Affr~ 

Sir 

I h av e the hono r t o enclos e wi th t his Com

municat i on a letter and a ccount of J & C McClelland who 

were engaged to Survey and mark out the l an ds f or the 

Senecas - quapaws and Mixed b an d s of Sene ca s . & Shawnees . 

I have thought it best to enclos e the account f or y our 

decision in preferenc e to drawing a dr aft . By the mail 

of to day , I also forward in a tin ca se the p l a t & Fi e ld 

Notes o f the l and desi gned f or ea ch of t h os e tribe s . There 

lines ar e marked ve ry plain and Mounds t h rown up in the 

prararie at proper di stan ce s a part - thos e line s & Mounds 

are made much plainer than i s done by t hos e engaged i n 

surveying the public l ands . 

The l etter of the Mefsrs McClelland repre s ent that 

they h ave had to incur additional expense - as well as 

difficulties to eneounter in consequ enc e of not pros e cut 

ing the work at the time Contemp late d - this I h ave no 

doubt is all correct. - I would r e s ectfully r equest tha t 

f unds to pay the a ccount be forv1arded as early as prac ti c 

able a s those gent lemen ar e anxious to get their pay . The 

instruct i ons - an d appointment of those Surveyors were 

forwarded some time since to the Department whi ch will 
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show the price stipulated for the surveying - and if any 

part of the Account is thought too high - whatever is 

the Amount whicl~ the Department may de ci de upon can be 

forwarded to either Capt . Bro¥m or myself . 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt . 

wm Arms trong 

Act. Supt Ind . Affrs Wes Te r Y 

The tin ca se in whi ch the p l ats & field notes - are en-

closed in I would be gl ad Could be r eturned - should the 

Dept . have forms or any other Co~~nication - to enclose--

The Ca se is very useful in Carrying papers & through the 

Indian Country and cannot be replaced here . The duplica t e 

plats and field notes are here and will a l s o be forwarded 

on . 

Resp 

(OIA: 1836 . Creek File . Al8 - 37 - 4l - 42 - 47 - 52 - 61 - 68-78 - 88 . 
Choct aw Agency . A-18 . ) 

3 00 



2,~b Congress 

11t Session 

CONGRESS OF THE UXITED STATES 

In the House o~ Representatives 

at July 1-- 1836. 

Resolved, That the memorial ot certain citizens of Ala

bama and Georgia, respecting alleged frauds in the purchase of 

the reservations of the Creek Indians and the causes ot their 

present host111t1ea, be referred to the President .or the United 

States, and that be be requested to cause such measures to be 

taken tor investigating these transactions, and for the prose

cution or the persons engaged in them, who may have been 

guilty ot any breaches or the laws, as may appear to be 

proper, and within the power ot the Executive. 

Attest --

w. F. Franklin 

Clerk. 

(OIA: Creek Pile J 22. Tallahassee. 1~6.) 
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Sir 

Fort Mitchell Alabama 
d 2 July 1836 

I have the honor to report to you that 1600 hostile 

Indians, men, women and children have been enrolled and 

started this day. Jim Henrr has surrendered about 20 

miles from this. I have started some persons to enroll 

his party. There are several hundred of them men women 

and children but I cannot state the number. At -Tuskegee 

there will be probably enough more to make 3000 or more. 

I shall also despatch the whole of them ·immediately, others 

are coming in constantly 

The contractors took them yesterday. and were all 

prepared; the balance that come in after this I shall con

fine them and take them in the same manner Gen1 Jesup d1-

~cted them to take water at Montgomery Alabama. which is 

an excellent plan It is very slow moving them in Irons 

chained together and Montgomery is the ·nearest point we 

could take water. I have notified the contractors to be 

prepared to move off other partis as soon as they can be 

collected. I am anxious to close this sa buisnta . and shall 

exert myselt to do so 

A great many Indiana are identified and delivered 

oYer to the Civil Authority crowds ot people are flock

ing some to get their horses, some their Wegroea and 

othera their guna that were taken by the Indians when 

their plantatationa were plundered. 
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Everr thing has been in a state of contusion I have 

been runing night and day but hope atter I get the hostile 

Indiana o~t I shall be able to do buianta with a little more 

system. Three companies of U S Troops go as a guard to the 

point where they take water. A command has been sent in pur

suit of the small party of Indians that were on their way 

to Florida but nothing desicive has yet been hea~ from them 

With respect 

Brig. Gen'l George Gibson 

Com Gen'l Sub 

Washington Cit7 

I have the honor to be 

Yr obt sevt 

John Page Capt & 

Supt Creek Rem' 1 

I must request that eight or ten blank Book muster Rolle be 

sent as soon as prac·ticable also some blank sheet rools to 

mu.ter them before they are copied into the book I have 

only enough for the present party 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Ft. Mitchell. 7/2, 1836.) 
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Mont gomery Ala . July 15~~ 1836 

General, 

I hav e no t had the honor to addrefs you for some days, 

as noth j ng o f i mportanc e has t ranspired . 

Two Thousan d , F i v e hundred Indi ans l eft t h is p lac e 

y e st e r d ay morn i n for the~ est via Mobil e & New Or l eans . 

Officia l i nfo rmation this mornin rec e ived fr om the h ead 

qu a r ters o f the Army , g ives us the pleasing inte l l i en c e 

t h at many o ther hostile Indians hav e b een t aken p risone rs 

& we a r e further l ed to the be lief that t her e are but few 

left i n the who l e Nation -- Confi den ce has be en so far 

r e s t ored , that this mornin ) the mail s t a e left here f or 

Columbus . This aft e rnoon 1500 1ounted Volunt eers f rom 

Tenne fs ee VIi ll arri-v e here - & I s h all have to ifsue to 

them as a l so continue sending Sub s i stenc e to the Ar my -

I am h a ppy t o inform y ou ; that t he r e has b een no complai n ts 

fo r t he want of provisions , the there has b een irregulari

ti e s i n the i f sues at Tuskeegee & the Army , as the Commi.f 

sari e s a r e volunteers & unacquai nted wi t h the dutie s of the 

p artment. It is mo re than probabl e that all the cl ims 

arising f rom the Cr eek war , p rior to my arrival here c an & 

will be a d jus t ed in l efs than a month --

I am v ery r e spe c tfully 

You r Mo . Obt Ser v t John B. Gra son 

Genl George Gibson 1st Lieut & A. C. S 

Com. Gen~ Subs. -

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr.) File . Montgome r y . 7/15 , 1836 . ) 
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New Orleans 

. July 19th 1836 

General, 

I had the honor to inform you in my last letter that 

we should probably be detained at Mobile for one day : in 

consequence however, of the activity of the Agents & Cap

tains of S. Boats we succeeded in getting under way at 6 

P. M. the day that letter was written . 

About 12 o,clock on the night of the 17~h we had a very 

severe gale, & although every precaution has been taken , I 

was for some time apprehensive lest we should lose some of 

the Ind ians overboard . They were f rightened & consequently 

submifsive & obedi ent - As many as could be, were stowed 

away in the holds of the barges, & the remainder kept in 

the center. ot a single Indian was lost - one , a child , 

died on the pafsage. 

We landed Yesterday morning at the New Canoe & put the 

Indians on shore. One of the barges was retained for the 

purpose of taking the sick - infirm - children & baggage 

up the canal, & was towed up by the Indians themselves to 

their present encampment near the basin . The situation is 

by no means a good one for a camp , ~ the ground being low & 

wet, but, it is the best to be had in the neighbourhood of 

the City. 

It is pofsible we may be able to ascend the Arkansas 

River, & the contractor s are now engaged looking up boats 

for the purpose. We shall leave to-morrow . 



I am Sir very respY 

Brigr Gen! 

Your Ob~ Sert 

laller Barry 

L~ & Afs~ Q~ Master 

Geo: Gibson 

CommY Gent Sub~ 

Washington City 

D. C. 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Montgomery, Ala . 1836.) 
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New Orleans 

July 2o~h 1836 . 

General, 

The Indians have been detained here for the last two days , 

in consequence of the difficulty of procuring suitable boats 

for their transportation . As I informed you in my last letter , 

there is a great probability of our being able to ascend the 

Arkansas river as high up as Fort Gi bson, & I have insisted 

upon having such boats procured as would be able to perform 

the whole distance . This has been accumplished, we shall 

leave here tomorrow as early as practicable ·. Of the 2300 

Indians landed at this place only one (a small chi d) has 

died. The Indians are cheerful & contented, &, I think, 

will proceed to their destination without creating any un

usual difficulty or opposition. 

I am Sir very respy 

Brig~ Gen~ 

Geo: Gibson 

CammY Genl Sub~ 

washington City . 

J . ·1aller Barry 

L~ & Afs~ Qf Mf 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File New Orleans. 1836.) 
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General, 

Steam Boat Lamplighter 

Mifsifsippi River . 

· July 23rd 1836 . 

The Indi ans were embarked on the 21st inst . on board 

the ~team Boats Majestic , Lamplighter, & Runner . The Majes 

tic took the Cosetas, about five hundred in number , & will 

probably reach Montgomery Point two days ~efore the ot her 

Boats. I have endeavoured to keep the boats as near together 

as pofsible, but find it utterly impracticable . I have on 

this boat nearly e i ght hundred Creeks , with their Chief, Neah 

Emathla, Acah Micco & Chutnalla . So far I have had no dif-

ficulty with them - they are well satisfied with their pro-

visions, &, with the exception of the summer complaint pre -

valent among the chiJdren, have no disease or sicknefs among 

them. One man died yesterday - he was very old had no com
almost 

plaint - no pain - his physical powe rs ere ~ent irely destroyed, 

so much so, that the pang of death itself pafsed without caus-

ing a struggle. 

It is intended to remain a f ew hours , at some suitable 

place this sice of Natchez, for the purpose of letting the 

Indians go on shor e & having the boat cleaned. 

In my communication to the Department I have found it 

impofsible to conform strictly to the forms prescribed in 

the 'Order' from Head uarters. It is my wish , shall be 

my endeavour, to ke ep you informed of every movement im

portant occurrence which takes place among the party un r 



my charge & should any informality be noticed in my repor ts, 

I beg it may be ascribed to any cause other t han a de s i re to 

avoid or evade the operation of a general order. 

Brigr Gen~ 

I am, Sir, very respY 

J. Waller Barry 

L~ & Afs~ ~Master 

Geo Gibson 

ConnnY Genl Sube 

rasbington City 

D. C. 

{OIA: Creek ~igration File. New Orleans. 1836.) 
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Sir, 

Wetumpka, Alabama 

sth August 1836 

I have the honor to report that ·on the 3oth of last 

month, I turned over to the contractors a party or Indians 

headed by Opoethla Yoholo, and in charge of Lieut~ Bateman; 

the Muster Roll calls for 2,700 Indians and they started on 

the 1!t instant. 

Another party headed by w! McGilbray turned over to 

the contractors on the 25th ult2 have started this day in 

charge or Lieut~ Scrivens and consists of abt 3,000 Indians. 

L1eut~ Deas has charge of the Tal la daga District 

and from his last report about 3,800 were turned over to 

the contractors yesterday and are also to be started this 

day. 

I leave here tomorrow for the lower Creeks and will 

report on my arrival there - the situation &c. I have had 

ao much to attend to, that 1t has been imporaible for me 

to make reports as the regulations require:- but all vigilance 

on my part will be used to get the Indians off 

With respect 

I have the honor to be, General 

Your Obt Servant 

John Page 

r 

Brig Gen~ Geo Gibson 

y 1 bee Comm~ Gen. Su •• Captain & Superintendant creeks 

Washington C1t7 

(OIA: creek (Emigr.) Pile. Ft. Mitchell. 7/2, 1836.) 
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Erwin's Settlement August the 14th 1836 

To Genl Gibson Comifs. Gen! of Subs. 

General, 

I take pleasure in informing you of our ar

rival ao tar, with comparatively tew lofses by death among 

the Indians, although we layed eight days at Racrot wait

ing untill the waggons could be collected, where they ob

tained a great deal of green fruit and corn, which I could 

not prevent their purchasing, and which occasioned much 

Dyaentary & cholera amongst them; I have had only between 

40 and fitty deaths since we left Fort Mitchel and those 

among the very young or very old. The propor tion is 35 

children the balance old people and a few men - Much sick

nets still prevails from their eating every thing green 

they can find on the road, but unfortunately it is not of 

a very fatal character, and yields to remedial means -

I can but ascribe the succets ot our remedies to 

the dietetic means furnished by the agents or the contract

ors, the sick being supplied with rice through the entire 

course of the disease if necetsar.y, and by my preventing 

that any thing injurious should be given them, in which I 

encountered much opposition and difficulty. I had the sat

isfaction of aeing many bad oases recover. 

The transportation tor the sick has been satisfactory 

to me, and the size of the party, as well as the time of the 

year being taken in consideration, we have been much favored 

in having ao tew deaths -
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Doubtlefs Lieut. Barry has informed you that an 

ats1etant has been furnished me at Montgomery which was 

then very necetaary two boats being required to cary the 

party to Wew-Orleans; he bas been continued in the. service 

from the many sick and the great labour attending our at

tendance upon them, the camp being extensive, and the necef

sity we are under of visiting every tent to find the sick -

Early this morning we broke up our camp, with the 

hope or experiencing no more delays; if so the party will 

enjoy good health from the constant excitement of motion 

and from their inability of obtaining articles of food 

that may be urtful to them -

I have the honour to be with respect 

Your Ob~ Serv~ 

E. H. Abadie M. D. 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Philadelphia. 1836.) 
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Arkansaw - Pul aski Cty 

August 14 1836 

Gen! Geo Gibson 

C. G S. 

Dear Sir 

The party of hostile Creek Indi ans under our charge arrived 

at this place (Ervines. Settlement 50 miles from Rock Roe , on 

White River) on the 12th inst; & left this morning for their 

place of destination. 

Before the Creek disturbances commenced we were satisfied 

that no party of any considerable size would likely emi grate 

before the f a ll: e , therefore , ins t ructed the Contractor 
in Arkansas 

for supplies ~to sell out his Corn &c but to hold i mself in 

readinefs fo r an early fall supply - this was done : the 

consequence was a great scarcity of provisions for this par-

ty. -- The rapid movements of the party from Fort Mitchell 
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in this part of the Country 
to Rock Roe rendered it i mposs ible for our ~gents A to get 

advices of our movement, & the size of the party so as to en-

able them to prepare for us. -- e have , however , done all 

which the party required - after laying at Ro ck Roe for ten 

days. - Our supplies of provisions had to be drawn from a 

great distance & at a verry great advance on their prices -

to get wagons two prices v.as pa i d & eet even then could 

not get as many as we wanted- •e started from Rock Roe 

with twenty wagons - at Mrs Blacks we got one more from 

Little Rock & tomorrow we shall get three more f rom the river ; 

which will make the number twenty four wagons - another wagon 



cannot be got short of One Hundred miles ahead - but we 

do not think that the party requires even that number as 

many of the wagons have not more than from 15oolbsto 2ooolbs 

of baggage, children & sick -- Altho' provis ions have been 

extremly scarce up to this point we have every afsurance 

of getting supplie s beyond the Cadron in greater abundance . 

«e hope to arrive at Fort Gibson in t wenty days from this 

date. -

Greater exertions could not have been made to comply 

with the letter of our agreement with the Government & we 

hope our efforts have 988R given Satisfaction to your of-

ficer accompaning the party . 

From the time we left Fort Mitchell & Tuskege to this 

place we have lost forty two by deaths , of this number 

thirty five were small children & infants ; the others 

verry old women. -- The party linder all the cii•cumstances 

under which they started from the nation, may be considered 

very healthy 

· e have regularly corresponded with the Superintendent 

of Emigration Capt Page since we left & duly · advised him of 

our movements. 

~ith much Respect 

Yr Mo Ob. St , 

,Tno W A Sanford & Co 

(CIA: creek (Emigr.) File. Columbus, 6/24, 1836. Sanford 
J. '.~r. A., Mention an interview, etc.) 
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(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File. Montgomery, Ala. 1839 . ) 

Irwins Settlement 

Aug~ 14~h. 1836. 

General, 

There were only twenty waggons ready for the transporta

tion of the Indians at Rae Rot on the ath Inst - these I did 

not consider suffici ent for the purpose , but consented to 

start upon the afsurance of the Agents that more would be 

procured afte r the se cond days travel . One waggon gave out 

at the Grue . the terminat ion of the first days march - & 

two have since been obtained , making t enty one in all . 

These are still insufficient. It is true that the baggage, 

& sick, with many of the children can be transported , but, 

there are still many that should be transported who are com-

pelled to walk . Three teams will meet the party ten miles 

from this place & we shall then have enough . 

The ~ontractors have been very active, & have , I believe, 

used every effort to procure waggons . They were not to be 

procured nearer than sixty or a hundred miles , & had I wamted 

until the numbe r required by the Contract arrived , we could 

not pofsibly have got off till l a t e in the month . The 

Uchees, about nine hundred i n number , have very little 

baggage; & among the creeks, the wagoons are loaded up 

in a great measure with old women & children. 

The party has progrefsed so far extreme ly well . The I n 

dians enjoy good health, are satisfied with the manner in 

which they are treated, & appear cheerful & well disposed. 

hen the party first moved, they committed depredations on 

I 
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orchards & corn fi elds , & it was impofsibl e either to 

restrain or punish them; but a law has now been established 

by all the chiefs, inflicting the punishment of fifty lashes 

upon any person who shall be found guilty of theft . The day 

after the promulgation of the law, two Uchee girls suffered 

the penalty of its violation - they were whipped before the 

whole camp. This has already operated beneficially, & I 

trust that its influence will last throughout the t rip . 

e have experienced more t rouble & difficulty from the 
few 
~white men in this part of the Country , than from all the In-

dians - they are the most depraved - lying - cut-throat scoun

drels I ever met with . They would come into camp with of-

fers of se r vice at afsist us in sei zing whiskey & other liquors; 

& at the same time , be selling it to the Indians behind our 

backs. No serious difficulty occurred, but the people of 

the neighbourhood where we landed, are entitled to all the 

credit of havin done every t hing i n their power to bring 

it about. I have permitted several of the Indians t o pur

chase rifles - the country through which they pafs abound s 

in game of every description, & the young men can · easily 

hunt through the wo ods a l l day & be up with the party in 

time to Camp They have killed a great many deer since 

we started. 

I shall write again as soon as an opportunity presents 

itself. I am, Sir, very respY 

To .J. · aller Barry 

Brigr Genl L~ & Afs~ Qf Master 

Geo: Gibson in Charge of Emig .Indi ans 

CommY Gen! Sub~ Washington City, D. c. 



Si r: 

Head Qu art e r s South We st ern Front i er 

For t Gi b s on , Augus t l6t~ 1836 . 

I hav e the honor to repor t , that I v isited a coun cil 

of the Creek - Nation on the l 4t l; i nst . and it was vlith mu ch 

r egret that I no t i c ed cons i der ab l e difsatisfaction amon 

t hem, in cons equ en ce ( as they con ce ive) of our Government 

havin fail ed t o keep a competent Ag ent in their country 

t o att end to thei r inter e s t , generally , and t o see that 

they a r e r emunerat ed f or i n juri es done to them by other 

Tribes , and that t~li they re ceive all that is a llowed 

them b y tre a t y stipu lations : - and independent of these 

and other causes of di fsatisfaction , the Cr eeks here , have 

b e en informed of l ate , that two thousand three hundred of 

their nation , rho have r e cently been at war with the United 

St a t e s , may be expe cted t o arri ~e here in all th · s month . -

Between t he Cr e eks he r e ( ene r ally) and those of their na

tion who ar e expe ct ed t o a r rive i n a few days , there exists 

mu ch unfriendly f ee ling , and it is very probable that 

serious diff icu l ti e s will t ake p l c e in consequence the r e

of , at an early period , i f not prev ented by the presence 

of a suitable mil i t a r y f orce; and as ther e is no proba

bility that the forc e her e can be increas ed by the r egul r 

troops , in time to ensu r e a continuance of peace on th · s 

Frontier, I have r egar ded it my duty t o ca l l on his Ex 

cellency the Gov ernor of Arkansas , f or t en Companies of 

Volunteers , and I h avo the honor her ewith t o transmit a 
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Copy of my requisition. 

In my l etter of the 28~~ of June l ast, addrefs ed to 

your Office, will be found my opinion in rel ation to the 

force necefsary to b e kept on the Arkansas Frontier and 

near to the Arkansas River ; and in the l etter referred t o, 

the attention of the Government i s call ed t o matte r worthy 

of consideration ; and at present I have nothing t o add to 

what is contained in the l atter referred to , except that 

the l ate Cherokee treaty has much incre ased the dus p l easure 

of the Cherokees in this country to our overnment . 

To 

I am Sir , 

Very respe ctfully 

Your Obdt . Servt . 

(Si ~ned) M. Arbuckle 

Bvt . Brigr Genl . Commd . 

Brigdr . Genl . R. Jones , 

Adjt: Genl. 

Washington City . 

(D.C.) 

(OIA: 1836 . Creek File . A- 31-35- 43 . Fort Gibson . A- 35 . ) 
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Sir-

Lit t le Rock 

Au g 22d 183o . 

I am inf ormed that a small part y of about 200 Cr eek 

migram.ts wer e l anded at the Mout h of White Ri v er , on the 

1oth inst. -

Capt . Belton 1ho ha s char ge , informs me that the party 

is composed of women and children , aged and inf irm, and many 

si ck ,- hat he has procured a Keel boat an d shall make an 

effort to et to the ~ost of Ar kansas . -

As Capt . Belton is unacquaint ed wit h t his section of 

the country, i ts r esources , &c . - and 1mowing as I do., 

the slim - as we ll s ver indiffe r ent means of Tr •spor t 

to b e f ound at t he ~os t , I have deemed it pro p er in order 

to f a ci l itate t he mov ement as much as possible , t o s end a 

pe rson we l l acquai nted vith t h t s ec tion of the count r y , 

with ins t rue tions to aid in pr o cur in 'J.l eams , shoul d as 

sistanc e f o r tha t purpose be r equi r ed ; i f not - b e i ng the 

bearer of Letter s - to r eturn t o t his place 

Gen~ ueo. Gi bson 

Com¥ Gent o f Sub . 

ash in ::.>ton D. C. 

Very r e spe ct fully 

J Dro m Cap t u . s . A. 

Pr di s Agt Ind Rem} 

(OIA: Cr eek (Emi r . J File. Li ttle Rock 1/ 9 , 1836 . ) 
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Orders 

Head Quarters Army of the South 

Tallafsee Augt 29th 1836. 

Colonel John A Campbell is appointed a comm1ta1oner 

to treat with Chiefs of the Creek Wation for a force or 

from six hundred to one thousand warriers to be employed 

in Florida, and for the immediate removal of the remainder 

of the Hatton to the country atsigned to them west of the 

Mitaitsippi. 

Should the force be furnished and the movement west 

take place on the Day Ordered, he is authorized to stipulate 

that their Annuity for 1837. shall be paid to enable them to 

pay their debts and those of their people, and to get clear of 

the ruinous suits against them: and he is fur ther authorized 

to stipulate that the sum of ten thousand dollars shall be 

paid to the chiefs, to be disposed of as they may see fit, 

provided the force furnished for Florida perfor.m, in good 

faith, the Duty which may be afsigned to them. 

Colonel Campbell is also authorized to aid the indian 

chiefs in the arrangement of their land claims should they 

think proper to discuta, or accept, the proposition made 

to them by the company of Watson, Walker & others. 

As longer dela7 cannot be permitted, the buainefs of 

the Indians much be concluded to day. If the chiefs think 

proper to turniah the warriers they must say so immediately 

The warriors shall be organized into Companies and 

be paid as aoldiers. - if they take their poneya with 
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them, they shall be paid as mounted volunteers 

Official 

o·. A. Chambers 

Lt. & A. D. C. 

Signed 

Tho. s. Jeaup 

Major Genl. Cbmdg. 

Army of the South. 

(OIA: 1836. Creek File J-20.) 



The State ot Alabama ) 
) 

Tallapoosa uounty ) 

This contract entered into between the United States 

ot America on the first part,. and the Creek Tribe of In

dians on the other part, Witnetseth: 

That upon the consideration hereafter mentioned the 

party of the first part agrees to advance to the party or 

the 2~ part the sum of thirty one thousand nine hundred 

dollars, to be applied to the payment of the debts due by 

the Creek Nation of Indians. 

And the party of the second part hereby covenants 

and agrees to furnish from their tribe the number of from 

six hundred to one thousand men for service against the 

Seminoles, to be continued in service until the same shall 

be conquered, they to receive the pay and emoluments and 

equipmen~of soldiers.in the Army of the u.s. and such 

plunder, as they may take trom the Seminoles 

And the party of the second part relieves, transfers 

and af'aigns to the party or the t1rat part all their right 

title claim interest and demaoo in and to the annul ty 

granted by the party or the first part to the party of the 

aeoond part tor the year 1837. In w1tnets where ot I John 

A. Campbell on the part ot the u. s. do hereby aet my hand 

and at~1x Jll1 aeal the 2e~h August 1836. 

(Signed) John A. Campbell (Seal) 

(OVer) 
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In witnets whereof we the Chiefs and head men ot 

said tribe on the behalr or said nation do hereby set my 

hand and affix mt seal the ·2a:h August 1836. 

(Signed) 

Attest 

(Signed) Edw. Hancock 

Barent Dubois 

his 
Hypothle x Yoholo (Seal} 

mark 
his 

Little x Doctor (Seal) 
mark 

his 
Tuekabatohee x Kieco (Seal) 

seal 

Yelka 
his 

x Harjo (Seal) 
mark 

It is further _agreed by the party of the first part 

that upon the termination of the hostilities with the Semin

oles, that it the said band or Indiana herein agreed to be 

raised by the part or the second part, shall remain in the 

service of the u. s. until discharged by competent author

it7, to pay the said party of the second part the aum of 

ten thousand dollars - And it is further agreed by the 
ot 

party or the first part that in the event that the party, In-

diana described in the orders in relation to the emigration 

or the creek Tribe or Indians as the band ot Opothe Yoholo 

shall comply with the said orders with punctuality, in that 

event to the Indian Chi et Opotbe Yohola the sum ot two 

thousand dollars aa a compensation tor his diligent com-
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pliance with the said orders 1n relation to the said 

aubject. 

Witnets my hand & Seal 

2a:h August A. D. 18~6 

(Signed) John A. Campbell (Seal) 

(OIA: Creek Pile J 22. Tallahassee. 1836.) 
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Sir: 

Head Quarters, Army of the South 

Tallassee~ Alabama Aug: 30 1836 

The embarrassments in the way of Indian emigration 

were until recently so formidable that I began to appre

hend the measure would entirely fail. 

Suits were multiplied against the Indians - their 

negroes, horses & other p~perty taken - themselves driven 

almost to desperation by the difficulties which surrounded them 

- the greatest dissatisfaction prevailing among them - there 

seemed to me to be no means or getting them out of the coun

tr.y peaceably, but by enabling them to pay the just demands 

against them and depending them against those which were 

doubtful or unjust. The expenoe ot feeding the Indians, 

added to that or supporting the Army which must necessarily 

be retained in service whilst they remain 1n the country, 

is from seven to ten thousand dollars a day. The chiefs 

insisted on several points, and among others they required 

the settlement or their land claim, and the payment in ad

Yanoe of their annuity for 1837. Sound policy as well as 

economr seemed to require that their demands to a certain 

extent should receive a favorable decision. I accordingly 

appointed Colonel John A Campbell of Montgomery, a lawyer 

of high standing, and a member of the legislature of Ala-

bama to treat with them in relation to their advance or 

their annuity: and having been ordered by the President 

to raiae, it posa1ble, an Indian foroe for service in 

Florida, I directed that the furnishing or that force 



should be made one or the conditions. I enclose a copy 

of the arrangements entered into. The warriors required 

are to be raised - the annuity to be advanced: and in ad

dition when the services of the warriors in Florida shall 

have terminated, the chiefs are to receive ten thousand 

dollars as a subsidy or bounty. And to prevent delay in 

the movement westward, Hopoeth le Yoholo, the principal 

chiet is to receive for his influence and exertions in 

putting the Indians in motion to the West two thousand 

dollars: about one rourth of the expence to the country 

ot one day•s delay. 

I employed volonel Campbell also to examine the 

claims against the Indians and to defend the suits in 

the oases which be should think ought not to be paid. 

A proposition was made to the Indian Chiefs by a 

company, to purchase the rights of the Indians to all 

the atoien or disputed lands, within what is called 

Doctor M0 Henry•s district, except the Upper thloo 

'tnlocco and two or t.nree other '.L'Owns. Seventy five 

thousand dollars was otrered for the rights. I felt 

much doubt as to the propriety of such an arrangement, 

aa well as the power of entering into it, considering 

as I did that each individual Indian had a vested right 

1n his particular location. The chiefs however insisted 

on a settlement previous to removal, and inrormed me that 

their people had been ao often deceived, that they had no 

faith in promises, & believed if they should leave the 
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country without a · aett~ernent of their clatms, they 

would receive nothing for them. I consented that they 

might, if they should think proper, dispose of their un

adjusted interest: and I appointed Colonel Campbell to 

conduct the negotatlon on the part of the United States, 

and to prepare a contract for the signature of the parties, 

The chiefs having consulted, as tar as circumstances per

mitted, their people, and conferred among themselves, ac-
otfered 

oepted the terms, and one half the sum offered has already 

been paid. I have ratified the contract subject to the 

approval of the President~ and I herewith enclose a copy 

of it. Nothing short of the absolute necessity of satis

rying the Indians, & removing from their minds the impres

sion that they would receive nothing for their lands 

would have induced me under any circumstances to have 

sanctioned it: but I am of opinion, and Colonel Campbell 

concurs with me, that no other course could, under the 

o1~cumstanoes, have been adopted promising equal benefit 

to the Indian. The Bana of Hopoeth le Yoholo are now 

loading their wagons preparatory to their removal, and a 

tew of the warriors for Plorida have already come in. 

The Bon Lewis Caas 

Seo.y ot War 

Washington City 

I have the honor to be 

Sir 

Your obt servant 

Th. s Jesup 

(OIA: Creek Pile J 22. Tallahassee. 1836. Marginal note: 
(Copy) Gen. Thos. s. Jesup's letter enclosibg Watson 
contract.) 
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Sir 

Head Quarters, Army of the South 

Tallafsee, August 31st 1836 

In my communication dated yesterday I omitted to enclose 

a copy of the order appointing Colonel Campbell a Commifsion

er to contract with the Indians for a force to be employed 

in Florida, and also to attend to the adjustment of their 

land claims &c. I now enclose a copy of it. 

I have the satisfaction to inf orm you that the prin

cipal Uhief of the Creeks, Hopoethle Yoholo, commenced his 

journey westward, with a band of about twenty two hundred 

men, women, and children. He will be join at Wetumpka, by 

three or four thousand mor e, and in the course of two weeks, 

I think the greater part of the nation will be in motion. 

In consequence of inf ormation from his Exce l lency 

Governor Schley, of reports having been received by him 

that a considerable body of Creek Indians were in Lounds 

or Telfair Counties, and that the inhabitants of Lounds & 

Thomas Counties were apprehensive of a junction taking 

place between the Seminoles and Creeks in those counties, 

I have made a requisition on h~ for a mounted force or 

from two to four Companies, to be employed on the Georgia 

& Florida frontier 

I have the honor to be 

The Hon Lewis Cats 

Secretary of War 

washington Cit7. 

Sir, xour Obd~ svt. 

Th: s. Jesup 

Major Gen~ 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.)File Tallassee. 8/31/i836.J 



Genl M. A,rbuc le 

Dear Sir 

(Co py) 

Ve stern Creek n ation, Au gst 31 , 183 6 

The intercourse l aw with oun n ation and the 

United St a t e s , prohibitine; white persons , who a re residing , 

or tarr•yine; amongst us , who wi thout our lrnowl edge ha ve any 

connection with any of our nativ es (by marri age or inter

course) shall l eave the nation and i f they shall l eav e 

the nation, and if they shal l have any chi l dren , allproper 

ty appertaining to the Father , shall remain f or the support 

of the childr en . 

The obj ect of us in writing i s in r egar ds to the J, is

sionaries . The long experience of their being amongst us , 

has p roved to be of the mos t ruinous nature , both as to 

nation and private indivi dual s , as an i nstance they are 

encouraging ou r s l aves by t eaching them and t elling them , t ha t 

they sh ould be free ; and another , the Revd John Ir ~in who 

is or has be en teaching sch ool and preaching at Mr Har d -

ages and a t othe r p l a ce s in the nation , has by his strong 

intelect i mposed himself on one of our mos t r espe ctab le 

women and seduced her t o his diaboli ca-l passi on; and now 

is laboring in a st a t e of pregn ancy by him. And unde r 

these circumstances ~e petition to you to r emove them 

from amongst us as soon as possible and further be that 

you vd ll lay a copy of this petition b efor e the Board 
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of Missionari es. 

Signed 

Interp r e t e r 

Sia.h Har dage 

Witness 

K Lewis 

Re spectful l y , we 

remai n yours &c 

Signed 

Rally x 1cintosh 

Li ttle x King 

Chil l y Mcintosh 

Jacob x Deausav1 

Possi x Harjo 

Chocto x Tustunuggee 

Tustun x kee 

Ist ech6e x Chargo 

Uf allo x Har j.o 

Lewis x Brunce 

(OIA: 1836 . e r eek File AlS - 37 - 41- 42 - 47 -52-61-68-78- 88 . 
Ch oct aw Agency . A- 61 . ) 
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St e am Bo a t o.yne, b e l ow Mouth 

o f Wb.i te Riv er Ark~ . Aug . 1836 . 

Sir : 

On my arriv a l a t New Orleans with a part y of Cree 

Ind ians , on their way t o t heir allotted r eBion , in Ar k 

ans a s , I expec t ed t o be r eliev ed in the char e of the 

party • . l me t hmrev er aj . Gen e r a l Josups or de r , to pro 

c e ed rli t h them to tho ir destination , and afte r fi v e days 

hal t in ew Orleans a p fsa e has been pro cured in the 

::) t e am Bo a t 11t1oyne , by a contr a c t with the uart e r M ster 

Department , ¥o tho mouth o f vVhite riv er , and t wenty days 

provisions vere l a i d i n by me . It seemed cl e rly to be 

fore s een , i n N Orl ~ that this party would , from the ~ow 

s t a~e o f the water i n the r kans as , b e obli ed to mar ch 

t ho whol e d istanc e , whi ch oper at on seems y e t to t h r eaten 

us . 'l'o meet that ope r ation and the Subsistenc e a n d contin-

encie s of the p arty for the Lan d route o f near 400 mile s , 

I h ve re ceiv ed funds to the amt of One t h ous and dollars 

b y a draft on you in fav or of the Commerci a l Ba of Nev 

Orl~ in addit ion to 4~¢¢ hre e hund r ed dol lars r e c eiv ed 

from a jor Dr a n t Qr Mas t e r r; ont gomery . 'rhe party compre 

h e n ds some v e r y infi rm and aged as e ll as s ome v ery young 

and ther e exists , at this t i me consi de rabl e si cknefs among 

them . y Afs i s tant , a 1ennefs e e olunt eer and una cclima t ed 

is a l s o down Ji th the fever since loav ng New Orl~ -- ~o 

guar d against r easonab l e apprehensions f rom the season &c . 

on t he score o f health 1 h v e en a ed at New Orleans a phy-
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sician Doctor Jones, f or the who l e route a t the rat e of 

$150 monthly compensation . 

I am unabl e to say from the un ce rtainty of things 

what will be my course on arrivin at 7hito river, but will 

of course advise the Dep~ of ev er y i mportant a ct, in a 

service in rvhich J. am ·wi thou t instructions and experience 

and for my conduct of v1hi ch I r equest your favo rable con

sideration 

To/ 

I hav e the honor to be 

your v ery Obt Servant 

F . S Belton . 

Br Genl Geo . Gibson 

Commy General of Subs~ 

Capt 2nd Re .~ Arty 

Condr & a ent •mi r Cr eeks . 

(OIA: Creek t Emi r.; File . New Orleans . 8/16, 1836 . , 
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Fort Gibson Ark~ 

Sep~ 4th 1836 

General 

I have the satisfaction to inform you that the party of 

Emigra ting Creek Indians accompanied by me from Montgomery 

Ala, arrived safely at this place on yesterday, & on the 

evening of the same day encamped on the western bank of the 
over 

Ver~gris & were turned~to Cap~ Stephenson this morning . 

The I ndians were advised by Genl Arbuckle to proceed 

ten mile s beyond the river, & consented to do s o; but on 

getting over the river concluded they would stop there . 

The tot al numbe r of deaths amount to eighty , whi ch is a very 

small proportion, considering the season & quantity of green 

fruit eaton on the way . 

I am now labouring unde r a s light attack of intermit

tent f ever , which I beg may excuse the brevity of this commu-

nication 

I am, Sir, very respY yr Ob Sert 

J . aller Bar~y 

L~ & A Qr M~ Em~ Ing 

Brig Gen! 

Geo. Gibson 

CommY Gen! Sub~ 

~ashington City D. C 

(OIA: Cr eek (Emi gr . ) File . Montgomery , Ala . 1836 . ) 
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(Copy) Fort Gibson Sept 9t h 1836 

To 

the Missionaries within 

the Creek Nat ion 

Gentlemen 

I enclos e you a l ett er from the Chi ef and ;Princi

pal men o f the Creek Nation, addresse d in the abs en ce of 

an Agent to Gen1 Arbuckle . I am aware that i t h as a lnays 

been the obj e ct of the Govt - t~ encourage and prot ect 

Missionary l abor amon st the indian tribe s; and I r egret 

that yours have not been such a s t o s a tisfy the indi an s 

for your continuance . The f act that Mr Ir in a Mi ss ionary , 

has had intercourse with one of the Cr eek ~omen ; and that 

she is no ~ pregnant to h im, is so revolting to t h e s a cr ed 

character of t he Missionar y c au se , that I cannot but deep-

ly re gret it, for I feel individu a lly a live l y intere st 

f or the cause . Under t he ex ci t ement which now ex i s ts 

amongst the Cr eeks it is my duty to s t at e to you , fr an kly , 

that your situation is not safe , I wou ld ther efor e hope 

that you vould not add furthe r difficulty by r emaining ; 

and that you v1ill see the ne cessity of withdra vi n :> f rom 

the nation , unde r more favo rable circums t ances it would 

afford me r eat pleasure to ext end to you any prot e ct ion 

in my po ·1er. 

Resp ectfully &c 

(Sign ed) wm Arms t r ong 

Act Supt 1.1 . T. 

(OIA: 1836. Creek File. Al8 - 37 - 41- 1r - 47 - 52 - 61-68-78-88 . 
Cho ct nv Aeency. A-61.) 
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In Camp 2 miles west of 

Tuskaloosa Alabama 

12 .
11 

Sept 1836 

Commifsary General of Subsistance 

Washington City 

Sir 

I have the honor to report that the party of Creek 

Indians under my charge arrived at this place yesterday . 

Thus far nothing has occurred to interrupt our progrefs 

The Indi ans get drunk at every town or ~illage we pafs 

through. e have lost five by death . The Indians are 

only tolerably healthy 

I am Sir Respectfully 

your 0 St 

M. • :tJat·man 

1t Lieut 6: Infantry 

(OIA: Creek ( Emigr.) File Tuscaloosa. 1836.) 

. ' ' 
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Fort Mitchell 

Ala 12~~ Sept 1836 

Sir 

I have the honor to report, since my last sommun1cat1on 

2400 have been sent orr in charge of Lieut Sprague of the 

U S M All the creek Indians are now on their way to Arkansaw 

except the warriors who are volunteers for Florid; their 

tam111es are permitted to remain here until the campaign is 

over and ted by the U States 

I have received your several communications and will 

answer them shortly. The Indian Warriors are just rendez

vousing at this place preparatory for Florida 

Brig Gen 1 1 Geo Gibson 

Com Gen 1 1 Subt 

washington Uity 

With respect 

I have the honor to 

be your obt sevt 

John Page 

Capt Supt Creeks 

(OIA: ~reek (Emigr.l File. Ft. Mitchell. 7/2. 1836.) 



~ncampment of Indi ans 4 miles east of 

Sommerville Alaba~ 27th Sep ~ 1836 . 

Emigration of Indi ans 

To, 

General George Gibs on 

Corr.mnfs ary Gen~ of Subsistence 

General, 

vv.hils t I r emained within the limits of the Creek 

Country I was dir ected to Report direct to the Head Qrs . 

of the Army of the South upon the subje ct of the ~mi ra 

tion, but henceforth I t ake i t for gr ant ed I am to make 

my communic ations direct to your off ice , as prev ious to 

breaking out of host ilities amongst the Creeks . 

On the 2~~ Augus t I was direct ed to pro c eed from Tuske -

gee to t he upper portion of the Creek Country , for the pur

pose superint endin the Subsistin of the friendly Ind ans 

previous to emi ration, & to afsemblin them at suitable 

points for Enrollment ~ ready for i mmedi ate removal . On 

my arrival at the neighbourhood of Talade a on the 7th 

August, I select ed a cent ral point about 4 miles north of 

that p l a ce, & directed that the Indi ans in Randolph Benton 

& Taladega Counties , to ge t he r with about 400 brou ht from 

the Cherokee Country by the 11roops , should afsemble a t 

that place for the purpose of Enro l lment . To·wards the end 

of August above a thousand were there encamped and on the 

s~h September a reeably to the order I had r e c eiv ed , I 

had enrolled & turned over to the A ent of the 11 Alab • 
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Emigr a$ Companyn f o r Su b s is t enc e · Remo val a Par ty of 1169 

in number . I was d i rect ed by the Superinten~ of the 1mi 

gration , to appoint the nec efsar y Agents t o a c comP.any this 

Party on t h e part o f the Government . I therefore on the 7 ~~ 

Sep tembe r a ppointed Captai n Jacob D- Shelby of Talade a , t o 

go with t h e Par ty , & on the 17 ~~ Sepr findin that the num

b e r o f t he Party afte r pafsing Gunt errs Landing was over 

. 2000 - a no the r A ent would h e ne c efsary to afsist Capt -

Shelby in the pe r formanc e of his duti es u pon the Route , 

I a ppoint ed J osh D - Mc Cann e s q . o f Talade a , also an Af

sis~ Agent t o eveP take effe ct f rom the 17 t~ S ep~ with 

d ir ections t o overtake the f irst Part & r eport to C p t . 

She lby , f o r du ty . Gen~ Andrew Moore stationed at Gunt er ' s 

Landing an Afsist A ent in the Creek Emi r a tion had in

fo rmed me that i t ~a s not his i nt ention to a c company a 

Party to Ar kansaw . On the 12 th Sepr I en aged Doctor iilo 

Smith o f J a c k s onville Alaba~ to a c company the Party wi th 

Capt . Shelby and about the end of August I a l s o emp loyed 

Doctor Townsend o f Taladega , to attend the Camp rear that 

pla c e & accompan y the Par ty which I should be attached to , 

on its route to the ~est . I a lso Emp loyed Josh D- F, cCann 

es q . a s rol l i ng Agen t f rom the 27 t hAugt t o the 12ths ep~ 

inclusive . I am satisfi ed that the abov e named gentlemen 

ar e as well qu alif i ed as any that I could h a v e employed , 

to perform the du t i es f or which they wer e sev erally en-

g a g ed . 
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As soon as the l§t Party had s t arted from the Camp 

near Taladega on the ath September , I proc eeded to Gun

t er ' s Landin near the Southernmost point of the 1 ennefsee 

River, where a lar :)e number of Cr eeks had been afsemb l ed 

under char e of Gen~ Moo re , f or the purpo se of having them 

properly enrolled r eady to join & const itut e a port i on of 

the l~~ Party after i t should reach that nei hbourhood . 

As soon as I saw the nrollment f airly commenced , I re

turned to Tal ade a to join t he 2~~ Party , leaving direc

tions ~ith Genl Moore to finish & certify the Roolls & for -

ward one and have another r eady f or the Agent of the Com-

pany when i t should come up . I a lso turned ove r the I n 

dians at Gunt er s Landing on my arrival ther e on the 1oth 

;:;;eptember , to an Ae;ent of the "Alabama Company" more than 

1000 in number, t o be sisist ed by h i m, as the Contra cts 

says 11 the shal l subsis_:L the _lp.dians from the d~y~~ af

sembly . II rrhe l§~ .P arty i ncludinp; thos e fr om Gunt e r ' s Land

in crofsed the Tennefs ee River at Deposi te Landing , about 

the 25th Sepr ~ pro c eeded by the way of Hunt sville t heir 

numbers exceedin 2000 . 1l'his however I have not yet hear d 

officially . 

When I l ef t Taladega the day upon which the l~~ Part y 

started (the at September, , I had information that the 

Superinten~ of the Emi gration had directed a lar e numb er 

of Indi ans from Coosa (:!; Talapoosa Count i es to rende zvous 

at a point I had selected near ~ lade a , to be 0nrol led 

at that place for Emi gration . I therefore l eft dire ction 
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wit' Co l2 Walker or Afsi s t A ent as s oon a s the Ind i ans 

should come in to the p l a c e of As semb l y , t o r equ ire Sub 

s i s t enc e f o r them, f rom t h e Agent of t h e Emi rat n~ Com

pany , & to e nrol l them a s s peedi l y a s p ofs i ble - - A l a r e 

number of them r eached the Camp on the 1oth ins ~ · Col . 

Wal ker i mme d i a t e ly r equ i r ed sub sist en ce f or them , fr om t h e 

Agent o f the Comp any , a s d i r e c t ed b y me . 

The A ent o f t he Comp any h owev e r , r e fu s ed t o f urn ish 

the r e quir ed s ubsistenc e , lled i n g that h e was not obl i e d , 

under t he Cont r a ct , t o r e c e ive the Indi ans unt 1 the Gov e rn 

ment A e nt had -~,nroll ed t hem f or Emi r a tion . Th e se Ind ians 

were ther efore subsis t ed a t t he expense o f t he U. St a t e s 

from the 11th t o the 15th Sep temb e r inc l u s ive . 

The Cop y of the Contract f urnished me by Cap tain Pa e , 

Seuperint en~ o f tho ~migra~ f o r my idanc e , says 11 Th e Com-

p any shall afs emble the I n dians t o e t h er tl an d 11 t he . shall 

sub sist the I ndi ans f rom the da -"----

I c a n co n c e i v e o f bu t on e meaninp, to the above wor ds 

am t h e r efor e surp rised to f i nd , t hat the A en t of t h e 

Contr a ctors wi t h the l§t Party mad e t h e same obj e c t ion 

to subsistin the I n dians a f te r the day o f a f s embly at 

Gunter ' s Landi n , a l l ed i n (th ou hI h a v e no t h ea r d i t 

o f f icially) t hat they shou l d Claim o f the Gov ernment , a l l 

the expens e of Tr ans p ortati on & Sub s ist en c e of t he I n di ans 

r emov ed by t hem f rom t h at point , unti l t he da _u~o!!_Wh: ch 

Gent oore t h o Hol l o f those I n -
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dians , which I underst an d h e did not succeed i n do i ng un 

til several days after the l n di ans f rom Gunt er' s Landi n 
) 

had left that point of afs embly . 

As the copy of the Contra ct fu nished me says nothi ng 

in reference to such cla i ms , and as 1 h av e per f orme d my 

duties in strict conf ormity t o the l et ter & spirit of t he 

articl e s of a r eement, I c an on l y suppose , 't he r e must ha ve 

been some under standing wi th t he Company , Ti th 'IJ hi ch l. am 

unacquainted . The above cir cumst an ces i n r efer en c e t o the 

Subsistence of I n dians a t the Camp n ear Ta l adega wer e r e 

t ported by me a s soon as pof sib l e t o the Superint en - of t he 

Emi r ation , that his deci sion mi ht be had in t he ca s e as 

r equir ed by the Contract . 

I joined t he 2gg ~arty on the 17t h & st ar ted wi t h it 

on the s ame day on the r out e f or A kans aw. I hav e t r a velled 

with i t sinc e that time , a ccomp ani ed by Col - D- S- alker 

Afsis~ A ..,ent , & Doct or Towns end of Ta l adega . The numbe r 

enroll ed was 2320- and Copi es o f t his , wi th t he Rol l of 
were 

the 1§~ Party c erti fied ~ f orwar ded by me t o .t he Superin -

tendent of the ~migr ation . e came a s far as n ea r Gun -

ter's Landi ng , over nearly t he s ame r oad , as that pursued 

by the Party accompanied by Cap tain Shelby - This r out e 

was cho·sen to avoid t r avellin over the same ro d with 

any of t he lar e Parties f rom t h e lower par t of the nat i on , 

that crofsed the Coosa River b e low Taladega a lso to pafs 

over a more fertil e country , ~ bett er ro ads , than by pur-

sueing a. moro direct course to 'lards 'fu s cumbia . 'rhus fa r 
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every t hine , wi t h an excepti on to mentioned presently , 

has .gone on well i n refer ence t o t he pro refs of the 

Party , whi ch has conrrnenced under very favourable aus 

pices. 

The I ndian s appear satis fied and di spos ed to proceed 

to their n ew home s , with cheer f u lnefs & alacrity . 

·/e sha l l proc eed a l ong the va l ley of t he Tennefsee 

River & on i ts South bank by the ~ay of De catur , Court

land , & Tus cumb i a · f r om t henc e to Memphis . 

An unfor t unate circumstance oc curred t wo days ago . 

A f ew Indi ans lo i t ered behind t he Party , at a gro c ery 

u pon the ro ad , near Gunter ' s Landing & of course became 

intoxicat ed . ~ilst i n this condition one of t~¢if them 

n amed No cose had ja of the Hil labee s , had s ome di sa ree 

ment with a white man named Burns who drew a pistol & shot 

t he I n dian i n the side . I nformation was brou ht to me 

in tho ni ')h t , upon whi ch I i mmedi ate l y r eturned to the 

p l ace , 6 mile s , found the Indian v er y drunl , but as I 

t hou h t not dan erous l y wounded . I had him conv eyed t o 

Camp , a s speedily as pof sible , &:- as Burns had es caped , wr ote 

to Gen1 Moo re a t Gunt er ' s Landin , that he mi ght have hi m 

duly p ro s e cut ed . 1l 1he Indi ans wer e much incensed e. wished 

to r eturn & do mis ch i ef , but we r e persu aded t o des i s t , 

be i ng promi sed that the Agent would a t tend t o h vin ,iust ic e 

d one i n the cas e. There is noth ing f urther a t present to 

communica t e upon the subje ct of t ho emi rat ' on and I hou 
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that I shall continue to have it in my power to report 

favourably of the progrefs of the Party whi ch I accom

pany towards it s destination . 

I have the honour t o be General 

Your Ob t Servant 

Edw- Deas 

Li eut U. S . Ar my & 

Disburs ~ Agent in the 

Cr eek Emi gat ion 

(OIA: Creek (Emi r.) Fi le # 73 . Somme rville Camp . 9/ 27/36) 
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To, 

Encampmen t of Indians near 

Tus cumbia Alabama 

2g~ October 1836 . 

General Geor e Gibson 

Commifsary General o f Su bsistenc e 

General, 

I have the honour t o state that the Party of Cr eek 

Emi grants whi ch I have a ccompanied fr om Talade a , arr v ed 

and enc amped at this p lace this afternoon . othin of 

particular i mportanc e has occu r red upon the r out o since 

I l ast r e p orted tho progrefs of the Party , on the 27 tg 

ultimo . Ev e r y thin relative thereto i s still goin on we l l , 

except that the r e has b e en of late , some siclmefs amon st 

t he people , but not of a s erious natur e . The cases how -

ever are numerous & a s Dr - Townsend was detained near Som

ervill~ by i ndisposition & has notyet co me up , I am no 

under the n e cefsity of en i n a Phys ician to attend the 

Party towar d s Memphis , as lon g as may be nec efsary . 

The Contra c t o r s have thus far , shewn ev ery d is posi 

tion to conf orm strictly to the Contr a ct , in the remova l 

of the pres ent Party, 8 there hav e as yet , been no diffi 

culties upon the rout e , othe r than the ci r cumstanc es 

relative to ·a d runken Indian's bein woutlded whi ch I menti oned 

in my last cmmnunicati on . 

{e shall pro c e ed from this on the most di oc t route 

towards Memphis . 

344 



I have heard occasionally , from travellers , very favour

st able accounts fr om the 1-- Par ty t l1at st arted from Talade a 

under my di r ec tion , o whi ch crofsed t he Tennefsee Ri v er , 

that they a lso are pro grefsing towar ds Memphis , by a mor e 

northern route , to t r1e s atisfact ion of a ll concern ed . 

There is notr1ing furt her f or me t o communicate a t pres ent 

upon the subj ec t of imi gr ation 

I hav e the honour to be General , 

Ve r y Respe ctfull y 

Your Obed~ Ser v nt 

Edw- De as 

Li eu t . S. Ar my & 

Disb Agent in the 

Cr eek Emi ~ration 

(OIA: Creek ( ~igr . ) File . Ft . , itchell . 4/1 , 18~ 6 ) 
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Sir 

(Copy) 

Head Quart ers Army of the South 

Fort Mit chell Alabama , 3 oct, 1836 

One of the Stipu l ations made by Hopoth l eyoholo , when 

he cons en ted to put his band in mot ion t ovmr ds the 'vvest; 

and to furnish warriors for Florida , was that he shou ld 

be allowed t o hault s ome whe r e with in the r kansas Terri

tory with his peopl e , until h e shoul d h ave time t o confe r 

with Genl . Gains or the offi cer comn1 nding on the South 

western Fronti e r , and t o visit certain Cree & Cherokee 

Chiefs, who hav e emi grat ed some t i me ago . 

As there was no l egal r i ght under the Tr e t y to re

move the Creeks , but their movement r1as n e cessarily volun

t arily I a cceeded t o his wish, and assured h i m that he ould 

be permitted to hault any where wes t of Lit tle Rock , that 

mi ght be most a reeable to himself , provided a place shoul d 

be s e l ect ed wher e suppli e s could be r eadily obt ined , nd 

provided a lso that no ob j ect ion be made by the authoriti es 

of Arkansas . My obj e ct i n ddr essing you , i s to appri se 

you of this stipul at ion and t o des ire you to cause it to 

be c arri ed into effect. I consider i t a solemn contr act, 

by v1hich my honor as well as the f i th of the Gov ernment 

is bound. 

I desi re you to see t he Superint endent of Indi an 

Affrs festof the Miss. and state to him the i mport an ce of 

carrying th s stipulat ion into effect; d the injuri ous 
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effect which a disregar d of it woul d prob ab l y have on t he 

Indian corps serving in Florida should they by any means 

hear that it h a s not been co mp l iod with . 

I am Sir 

Respe ctfully 

Your Obt Set 

S. S . Jes sup 

Lieut W G Bateman 

Agt f or Creek Emi gra t i on 

Conducting Hopothl e yo hola band 

Memphis Ten~ 

(OIA: 1836. Creek File Al 8 - 37 - 41-42- 47 - 52- 61-68 - 78 - 88 . 
Choct aw Agency. A-78 .) 
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commitsary Genl of Sub 

Vashington City 

Sir 

Camp 2 miles Eas t of Memphis 

7~h Oct 1836 

I have the honor to re por t that Detachment of Creek 

Indians in my charge a rrived at this place this day. 

Three other Detachments are within 10 or 15 miles of us , 

and will be down upon us in two days . We w 11 have from 10 

to 12.000 Indians, here togather 

Respectfully 

Your 0 St 

. Batman 

1t Lieut 6 : Infty 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File . Tuskaloosa . 1836 . ) 



To, 

Encampment of Indi ans 3 miles wes t 

of Purdy, Tennefse e 

t h 10-- Octob er 1836 . 

General Geor e Gi bson 

Commifs ar y Gen er.a l of Subs is t ence 

General, 

I t ak e the f i rst opportunity I h ave had s ince t he 

first of the pre s en t month , of making out my a ccounts f or 

Disburs ement s in the Cr eek Erai gr at ion f rom the 1~~ April 

to the 3ot h Sep tember 1836 , and vd 11 f or v1ar d them by the 

earli es t oppor tunity . 

I hav e the honou t o be Sir 

Very Respe ct fully 

Your Obt Servant 

Edw- Deas 

Li eu t u. s. Ar my & 

Disbursg Agent i n the 

Cre ek mi r ation 

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr.) Fi l e. Ft . Mit chell, 4/1, 1836 . ) 



General, 

Indian Ca~p Memphis Ten . 

Oct. 14~I: 1836 

I have the honor to report that 6n the afternoon of the 

12th inst. detachment No : 2 of Emigrati.ng Creek Indians con

sisting of about t hree thousand one hubdred and forty -two 

~nder my direction arrived within two miles of this place 

and encamped. 

On the 13th remained inactive in order that the party 

under Lieut . Bateman 6th Inf . should effect the passage of 

the river - he has done so and I am not engaged in the same 

operation and will probably be embarked in the course of two 

days. The Mississippi s amp having been ascertained to be 

impract icable for loaded waggons the Indians have consented 

to take water as far as Ro ck- rowe and theiJ• horses are to be 

taken to this place by a party detailed for this purpose . 

It affords my great pleasure to inform you, that as far 

as my obse r vation has been able to extend over a body so 

large, the Contract has been faithfully complied with and 

that cheerfulness and contentment appear to prevail amongst 

the Indians . 

I have the honor to be 

Yr . Obt . Svt . 

R. B. Screven 

l s t t 4t. h. f • . Lieu • In . 

Genl. George Gibson Mil . Agent Creek Removal . 

C - G. S. 

U. s . Army 

Wash ington D. c. 
(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File see. Memphis. le36.) 

,., . 
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Choct aw Agency Oct 20 . 1836 

C A Harris Es qr. 

Comr of Ind Aff airs 

Sir 

During my l a s t vi s it to t he Creek nat ion , I 

received the enc l os ed cummunic tion from Genl Arbuc kl e 

which he r e ceived in the abs ence of an Agent or my e l f . 

The lette r i t se lf sho vs , as I thought , the impropr ie t y 

of t he Mis sionari osthen ; i n the Creek nation , remainin 

longe r and I therefo r e , a ft e r stat i n t o them that I was 

a ~are that i t had a l ways been the ob j e ct of the Gove rn

ment, to encourage Mi ssi onar y l abor amongs t the indi an s , 

in which I had a l ways g ven my feeble ai d , but the char e s 

agains t them wer e of su ch a char a cter ; and the excit ement 

so gr eat agai nst them, by the I ndi ans , that their ovn 

safe t y made it n e ces s ary that they should qui t the rountry . 

They h ave lef t the nation , and in order the pl ce the sub

J ect b e fo r e t he Department , I her ewi t h enc lose the l a t te r 

referred t o u pon whi ch I a ct ed ; as a l so a copy of the one 

to t he miss i onari es, so gr eat was the exci tement that i f 

the Mi ss ionari es had have r emain ed , I hav e no doubt but 

somethi ng s er i ous would have b een the r esult , bu t they 

prudently have l e f t. Pe rhaps they may make s ome mis r epre

sent ati on t o the Depar tment, u pon the sub j ect , which i s 

one r eason why I h ve thoueht i t proper to l ay i t before 

the Department. As to the char s , I hav e no doubt of the 

truth, particu l arly the one agains t Mr Irvin , I am unac-
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quainted with the Missionaries; and there may be amongst 

the number some whose intentions may be good; but the ex-

citement was gene r a l; and I considered the peace and s e -

curity of the country involved; and act e·d accordin ly , 

as stated, there were f our or fi ve missionari es , I und er -

stand in the co try -

Respectfully 

Your Obedient Servant 

rVm Armstrong 

Act Supt est Te r Y· 

(OIA: 1836 . Creek File Al8 - 37 - 41-42 - 47 - 52-61- 68-7 8-88. 
Choct a~ Agency . A- 61.) 
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Gentlemen, 

Executive Department, Alabama 

Tuskaloosa, Oct~ 27 1836 

I have had the honor to receive yours of yesterday, 

in which you refer to the resolution of the House of Repre

sentatives of the United States, adopted at the late ses

sion of Congress, authorizing the President of the United 

States to "take such measures, as in his judgement might 

seem expedient, to enquire into certain frauds, alleged 

to have been cownitted in the sale & purchase of reserva

tions of land to the Creek Indians, & into the causes of 

their late hostilities"; and to your appointment by the 

President, for the purposes indicated by that resolution. 

Your enquiries are confined to t he causes of the late 

hostilities of the Creek Indians, in relation to which you 

request my opinions. 

I must say, in reply, I have no personal knowledge of 

facts, on which to found an opinion, on the subject to 

which you allude. I am ' not aware that I have had any com

munication, personally, or by letter, with any individu~l, 

who may have been implicated in the excitement of hostil

ities. So far as I am able to judge from the communica

tions of individuals, or from indications of public sen

timent, as expressed at public meetings & otherwise, it 

seems to me, the opinion prevails extensively, if not 

almost universally, that the frauds forgeries, prac-
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tised · upon the Indians, to deprive them of their lands, 

were amongst the principal causes, which excited them 

to hostilities. 

Some of those, with whom I have conversed, have as

cribed the war to the combined influence of several causes: 

to the frauds & forgeries before mentioned; to the vice 

and intemperance introduced amongst them by a clats of 

white men; and to the destitute, and almost starving con

dition, to which they were reduced, mainly, by the operation 

of the two former. With the means of information in my 

power, I am inclined to believe the latter opinion most 

correct. 

I beg leave to refer you to the Copy of a letter from 

Major Gen~ Gilbert Shearer, Commanding the 6~h Division 

of Alabama Militia, bordering upon the Creek Country, 

dated 29 May last, which has some reference to the subject 

of your communication; and also to the copy of one from 

Major Genl W"!l Irwin, commanding the 5~hnivision, border

ing upon and including part of the territory which was 

occupied by the hostile Indians, dated 4~h May last, 

with which you have already been furnished. 

With highest respect, 

Metsr• T. Hartley Crawford 

~ A. Balch, Commf8 &c. 

I am, gentlemen, 

Your most Obd~ Ser~ 

(Sgd) C. C. Clay. 



Gentlemen, 

Executive Department, Georgia, 

Milledgeville, 7~h October 1836. 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your let

te~ of the 3~ ins~ in which you request ~e to communicate 

to you, as Commifsioners on the part of the United States, 

to enquire into the causes of the recent Creek hostilities, 

such information as I may have, and which may be communi

cated consistently with my ideas of propriety and public 

duty, in regard to the causes of these hostilities - the 

time when the aspect of things on the Chattahoochie became 

alarming - the time when the means of meeting reasonable 

anticipations of danger to the white population of Alabama 

& Georgia were resorted to by the ~tate & general govern-

ments - and what those means were. 

Of the causes which led to the Creek war, I know nothing, 

& can therefore only give you my opinion, with the reasons on 

which it is founded. 

The great majority of the creek Indians are idle, dis

solute vagrants, many of whom had, for a long time, been 

submitting on provisions stolen, mostly from the people of 

Geo~gia living on and near the Chattahoochie. They were 

in the daily practice of crossing the river - stealing 

cattle, horses, hogs, corn & such other articles as they 

wanted. If the people thus robbed, objected, OI' attempted 

to resist, or punish them, they would add murder to their 

other crimes. Many or them were in a state of starvation 
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and had no means of obtaining subsistence, except by depre

dations on the property of the white people . In the prose

cution of their unlawful purpose they were sometimes de

tected, and in the conflict which ensued, some of each par

ty were occasionally killed . A state of bad feeling Nas 

the consequence on both sides, and with the Creeks ripened 

into a determination to revenge the death of their guilty 

comrades. They were, moreover, determined not to emigrate 

to Arkansas, and believed that in t he moment of panic and 

consternation produced by their hostilities, they could 

escape to Florida, with the booty they coul d obtain from 

the murdered and ~~¢~t~i fleeing inhabitants -

These, in my opinion, were some of the causes which pro-

dueed the Creek war. 

Public opinion has, in some sections of the state, af-

signed as a principal cause of hostilities, the frauds 

which are alleged to have been committed on the Creeks in 

the purchase of their lands. Of this I know nothing and 

have no evidence on which to form an opinion - I cannot 

therefore, either affirm or deny the truth of the report. 

The predatory incursions ot' the Creeks into Georgia, kept 

up a constant excitement in the 0ounties on, & near the 

Chattahoochie, which produced repeated calls on the Execu

tive or the State for protection. In the month of Janl 

last, arms and ammunition were sent to the counties thus 

annojed, and in each, a corps of twenty men was formed, 

and called into service as spies to watch the movements 

' . 
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of the Indians, & give notice of their conduct to the com

manding officer of the County~ or to chastise and drive 

the.m off if their numbers were not too great. 

These companies were kept in service until about the 

h 20. March, when they were superceded by a small battalion 

of mounted men, consisting of about two hundred, under the 

command of Major Jn~ H. Howard - This force was placed on 

the Chattahoochie, eighteen miles below ~olumbus, with in

structions to patrol the country, and it had the effect to 

tranquilize the frontier, until early in the month of 

May, when the Creeks commenced open active hostilities, 

by murdering white people and burning their towns and 

property, and carrying away such booty as they could 

procure. The first notice I received of this State of 

things on the frontier, was containe d in a communication 

from the Hon. John Fontaine, Mayor o Columbus, dated on 

the g~h day of May and received at the executive office 

on the 11~~- On . the 12~h, I sent to Columbus one six

pound field piece and all the small arms remaining in the 

arsenal, and wrote tro the Secretary of War , giving him 

information of the situation of the people in that quar

ter and the general hostility of the Indians - On the 

13~~ I ifsued an order inviting volunteers to march to 

the scene or danger, and used all the exertions in my 

power to bring to the field a competent force and fur

nish them with munitions of War. 



The troops began to arrive on the frontier the last of 

May, and the first company was mustered into the service 

on the 2d or 3d of June, as well as I now recollect . Pre 

vious to this, however, the militia of the neighborhood 

had been called out for temporary protection, and until 

the army could be afsembled. The troops , as fast as they 

~-~~ arrived, & could be provided with arms &c were placed 

at different points on the river below Columbus , to prevent 

the escape of the enemy to Florida . The number of Georgia 

troops that flocked to the Standard was between four and 

five thousand besides which, there was a considerable num

ber of regular troops. But, most of the Georgians were 

without arms, and consequently were not in a condition to 

go in search of the hostile Indians , until about the 18th 

or 20~h June, when the troops received arms and took up 
ls the line of march under Gen-- Scott and Sandford . 

I have the honor to be, 

Mefa!8 Alfred Balch & 

'1'. Hartley crawford 

Columbus, Ga. 

very respectfully 

yr obdt sert 

(Sgd) illiam Schley 

(OIA: creek (Reserve) File C-175. 1836.) 



Sir 

Head Qrs• s. W. Frontier 

Fort. Gibson Nov 1st 1836 

I regard it a duty to report tor the information of 

the government, that information was received here last 

evening that there are twelve thousand Creek Indians now 

on the way to this country and tba.t all of this number will 

•~rive here during this month or in the early part of the 

next. 

Mr Mackey the contractor to subsist these Indians af

ter their arrival here· until the 31 s·t ·of March next. , is a 

man of much energy and industry and will do all he can to 

comply with his contract. Yet the short notice he has re

ceived of so large a number or emigrants coming on this 

season I fear will not enable him to provide for them, as 

respects the meat part of the ration, as it is now too 

late in the season to drive beef cattle more than one 

hundred and twenty or thirty miles, and it is now vei"f 

difficult to collect them in consequence ot their being 

much scattered in thick woods, or Cane brakes. Besides 
beef 

this I do not believe that if all theAcattle within a hundred 

miles or thia could be collected that there would be a suf

ficient number to fill M; Mackays contract and this diffi

culty can only be obviated by the purchase of fresh pork, 

which possibly may be done with much exertion and consider

able lots to the Contractor 
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After the contract . of Mr Mackay has ended, it not 

sooner I have no doubt it will be found necefsary to fur

nish salt Pork to the emigrant Indians, which will have to 

be obtained on the Ohio or Mifsitsippi. 

To 

Brigf Gen R. Jones 

Adjt. Gen1 

Washington 

D~ C. 

I am Sir 

Very Respectfully 

Your obdt. Servant 

M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigdr Gen; Commd~ 

(OIA: creek (Emigr.) File A 70. Fort Gibson. 1836.) 
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To, 

Memphis Tenn~ 

th 5-- lov ember 1836 . 

General George Gibson 

Commi fsary Gene ral o f Subsist enc e 

Gene ral, 

Since I l ast had the honour to addrefs you u pon 

t he subject of the Emi gration , the whole of the 1ndi ns 

exceptin the Party which I a ccompany , h ve pro~ eeded on 

their journey towards the 'est . Our Party is now u pon 

the point of starting . The Two St eam Bo ats which will 

convey the Peop le with t heir wagons ~ Ba~ga e to Ro ck Row, 

are no\f n early loaded , and probably by Sun- set , all of the 

Creek Ind i ans now emi gratin uill h ve left the eas t e rn 

bank o f the Mi f sifsippi . The Hors es & Poni es of course 

have gone through by l and , wi th a sufficient number of 

Agents & Indians to take ch r go of them . 

Nothinr, else of warticular i mportanc e has taken plac e 

since I l a st wrot e ~pun this subje ct. The Indians contin1 e 

healthy c: exc ep tin ::. the delay occ a sioned at this oint , 

e v ery t hin in re a r d to the Emi gration has one on well . 

I h ope in a short time to be able to ive satisfactory 

intelli enc e from Rock Row , o f our pro r efs torards the 

~est . I ha v e tho honour to be Oeneral 

Your Obed~ Servant 

1'dw- Deas Li eut . U. S . Army t 

Disb~ Agent in the Creek Emi r a t on 

(OIA: Creek ( 11nigr . , Fi l e Dl7 - 18- 35- 26 . D- 18 .) 
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Choctaw Agency 6 . Nov 1836 

C. A Harris Esqr • 

Commr. of Ind. Affrs . 

Sir 

I am expecting in a f ew days ano ther party of Creek 

emigrants - and immedi atel y after them other part i es will 

arrive - making in all about t welve thousand - I shall 

go up to Fort Gibson when the first party reaches there -

the Creeks now at Gibson h ave sent for me - and I shall 

go and endeavor to r econcile them to each other - and as 

far as possible to promote a good understanding between 

them. - yet I mus t confefs I h ave some fears upon the sub

ject the numb er of emigrants is so l ar ge - and arriving 

in their Country in such qui ck succefsion - and such divi

sion runongs t them - that to reconcile them will r equire 

great exertion Mr . Andrian the Sub- Agent - is there -

and I wil l give all the ai d to h i m I can . -

Respe ct fu lly 

Your Obt Servt-

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt Wes t~ Ter~ 

(0 A: 1836 . Creek File Al8 - 37 - 41-42-47 - 52 - 6l-68 -78 - 88 . 
Choctaw Agency. A-68.) 
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(Co py) Little Rock , Nov 9t h 183 6 

Capt wm Armstrong 

Supt Indi an Affrs 

South Western Terri tory 

Sir 

I have the honor to inform you that 13 , 000 Creek In-

dians ar e now west of t h e Missi ss i ppi on thei r way to their 

new country , some of thes e pe op l e ar e as f ar advanc ed a s 

the Cadron. I enclos e f or your i nformat ion , a copy of a 

letter from Genl J ossup , I have respectfu lly to r equ est 

that you will meet us with a s li tt l e delay as possible . 

The interest of the Indians r equi r es it. They will not 

enter their new count ry without ar ms , rumour (Indian ru

mour) says t here a re but few arms a t your dispos al, and 

those have rec ently been seized by the hostile I ndi ans , 

dont fail to meet us as early as pos s ible. The safety 

of the frontier may depend on it. 

I rum Sir, very r espectful ly 

Your Obt Servant 

(Signed) M. W. Bateman, 

1st Lt 6 Infant ry 

Prin Military Agent 

Creek Removal 

(OIA: 1836. Creek File Al8-37-41-42- 47-52 -61-68-78 - 88 . 
Choctaw Agency. A-78.) 
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Commifsary Genl of Sub . 

\ ash inpton City 

Sir 

Lit t l e Ro ck Ar kansas 

gb. Nov:r 183 6 

I hav e t ho honor t o r epor t that I l ef t my party of 

Creek Indi ans , yesterday Morn in a t a place culled 1rwins 

Stand , about 20 mile s North of this p l ace on the way t o 

the Mouth of t he Cadron wher e I expe ct to join them to 

morrow ev eninp . '.1
1he ro ads ar e most hor ridl y b ud . R ins 

h ave b een f allin g a l most ever y day . I ·yf s f earful at one 

time t hat ve would not ge t these poop l e to their n ew homes 

with out somo s eri ous di f icult y , ortin to cau ses vrh ch 1 

de em unne cefsary her e to st at e , but I now hope t hat I 

bright er sun i s about t o d awn upon us . Not hi n, has been 

v1ant ing on my pa r t to conciltate the I n d j_an s and to l and 

t hem in the new country wi th kind f ee lin s towar ds the 

White s , to affe ct t h is most de sirabl e ob j ect , 1 hav e di f i 

culti e s of a lmos t ever y kind to encount er . 

Pr evio us t o t he Indians l e avin~ their old homes they 

v;ere promis ed by Genl Jesup that t ho should be permitt ed 

to halt Hith in the limit s of the St ate of r kans as , pr ovi d

ed the Aut horiti es of the sta t e m de no ob j ect ion . Yest er

day I put into t ho ha nds of tho Gov ernor l e t t er f rom Genl 

Jesup, and the Chi ofs in r e l ation to thi s subj ect. ~ wi ll 

receive his answer today , wh en I v1ill v1ri t e you more 
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tully 

He sp ect f ully 

Your Ob Ser 

M. W. Bat man 

1t Li eut 6~ I nfantry 

Prin. Milit ary Agent 

Creek Remova l 

Note - The Indi ans are ener a l y healthy 

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr. ; File Bll2- 147-l77 . Li t t l e Roc k . 
1836. B-112.) 
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Mobile Nov 10- 1836 . 

Sir. 

I h ave t he honor to report f om t his plac e ; the party 

of Creek Indi ans l at ely unde r my command , huving b een de 

livered at Fort Gi bs on , on the 5~ ult~ 

Two sev er e att ack s of the fev er whi ch has pr evail ed in 

tho country I h ad trav er s ed has caus ed s ome d el y . 1 sha l l 

however b e ab l e to s end on my jour na l i n a f ew days d my 

a ccounts v ery s oon aft er , which be ing a ccompli shed I sh ll 

join my re i ment f or du ty in Flo r i da . 

Respe ctfully , 1 h ave t he honor 

to be Yr Ob ~ ~ervant . 

F . s . Belt on 

Cap t I nd &c 

To 

B: Gen u-i bs on 

C Gen . of Sub . 

&. . &c &c. 

(OIA: Cre ek (Emi r . J Fi le B- 106- 121 . obile . 1836 . ~- 106 . ) 
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Choct aw Agency 

Nov 24th, 1836 

C. A Harris Esqr 

Comr of Ind Affr~ 

Sir 

In order that you may underst and the diff iculties that 

is to be encountered wi th the Creeks , I enclose for your 

information a l e t ter from Genl Jessup to Lieut Bateman , 

and a lso one from Li eut Bateman to myself . 

Since the r eceipt of these letters , Mr Bat man has 

been here , and has r eturned to the party , of which 0 pothle 

yo ho lo is Chief . Mr D. has a l so seen Genl Arbu ckle ; and 

it is unde rstoo d that the Creeks ri ll halt upon tho Garri

son reserve at Fort Gibson , until Mcintosh and he other 

leading Creeks c an be seen , I shall b e there , although 

much engaged in preparing for tho Annu ty payments , as 

Capt Brown has just arrived , I shall b e compelled to be 

with him on Red river to witnefs the payment there . 

I rill advi se you i mmediately of the result of the 

expect ed meetine of the Creeks . I am inf ormed by Lieut 

Bateman , that the Creeks no 'l emigrating with Opothle yo 

ho lo as thei r Chief , say they have the n tion and gov ern

ment with them - that they hold councils nd pass la~s 

on the way ; an d that upon their arriva l , they contend 

for , and wi ll expe ct immediate submission , to their lavrs 

and Chiefs of the party n ow in tho nation , they say they 

have been promised so by those ~ho controled their move-
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ments east. I h ave inf ormed Mr Bat eman , that I h ad nothing 

to do with making Chiefs , n either had any other person , ex

cept the Cre eks thems e l v es , t hat I should t ake t he ca s e of 

the Choctaws , t hat I consider ed in point , when they removed , 

the Secretary of War directed t he then Agent F W Arms tron · 

to recognize t he Ch i efs t hen in power , until the nat ion 

emigrated and ch a sed othe r s , that as the pri n cipal part 

of the n ation we r e near , clo se at hand , the Cr eeks cou ld 

also be brought together; and t hen se t t l e ho sha l l be 

Chief; 9I'.d f orm thei r own mode of Gave nment . The prevai 1-
opinion 

ing is tha t we mus t have a rupture , I yet hope that wi th 
A 

Genl Arb k l e ' s experi ence and my own humble efforts , we 

may b e aole to che c k i t , but i t cannot be di sguised that 

the pres ent prospec t i s glo omy , but as before stated, I 

will ke ep y ou dvi sed of what we do . As to the rumour 

about t h e a r ms bei ng seized , as ment ioned i n Mr Bateman ' s 

letter, it is all wi thout the shadow of f oundation . 

Respectful l y 

Your Obt Servt 

wm Arms trong 

Act Supt ves t n Ter Y-

(OIA: 1836 . Creek File A18 - 37- 41-42-47-52 - 6l-68 -78 - 88 . 
Choct aw Agency. .A-78 • ) 
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(Copy) 

Sir, 

Exe cutive Offi ce , 

Little Rock Arcansaw . 

6 ~~ De c ember 18~6 . 

Repres entations have been made to the ~xe cutive of 

this State by r espect able ci tizens , that the Party of Creek 

Indians , no w enc amp ed on the opposite shore of the Arkans s 

river, are daily and pe rhaps hourly co@nitting depredations 

on the property of the Citizens , by ki llin~ their ho s & 

cattle, burnin g their fence rails , & ste lin thei r Corn 
.J 

vegitables &c-

And t 'he furthe r fact is set f orth that said Party of 

Indians, h ve lready been there encamped cons iderable 

number o f days 

These dep edations cannot be tolerated -- The length 

of time whi ch this Party has been h lted , is evidently 

sufficient fo r ever y ne cefsary arrangement to have been 

made for the continuation of t heir march to their country 

Therefore I have to i nform you , as principal Govern-

ment Agent in conductin said Party , that the nrust "lii t h 

out delay t ake up the line of vlarch - and that they be no t 

again allowed to halt, within the l imits of this state , 

for an unnecefs ar y length of time . 

'l'his connnunic tion nd the requ sition herei n Con-

tained, are intended f or every Agont of t Government 

who now is or may be he r eafter , en aged in conductin ~ a 

Party of any Tribe of Indians , emigr tin th ou h the 

State of Arkansas. 
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This communicat ion will be published in the Arkans s 

Gazette with orders to offi cers , co~nandin Regi ments , 

Battallions, and Compani es of the Militia of the St ate , 

requiring them t o see that the requisitions therein con

tained are strictly observed . 

The of fic e rn commanding Regi ments , Battallions , and 

Compani es o f the Mili tia of the State of Arkansas , are 

required to see that the fore oin , r equisitions are 

strictly obs erved . 

Lieut Edw- Deas 

Government Agent 

Removal Creek Indi ans 

Pres ent . 

I am Sir Very Respe ctfully 

Your Obet Servant 

( Si gned ) J . S . Conw~y 

(OIA: Creek (Emi r . ) File Dl7 - l 8 -35- 26 . 1836 . D- 35 . ) 
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Choctaw Agency 

7 Dec 1836 

c. A. Harris Est 

Commr. of Ind . Affr~ 

Sir 

I have just l earned that A. poth le ho lo has re ached 

Fort Gibson the main body of the emigrants are now near 

this on the opposite side of the river on their way up -

I leave in the Morning f or Gibson to meat the Creeks -

The Commissioner s Co l. Kearney and others have als o reached 

Gibson I wil l advise you from there of the Meeting and of 

the manner the two ~arties Mcintosh & Apoth le ho lo re

ceive each other. 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt Wes t . TerY . 

(OIA: 1836. Creek Fi l e Al8- 37 - 41- 42 - 47 - 52 - 61-68- 78- 88 . 
Choctaw Agency. A- 88 .) 
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(Copy) 

Encampment of Indians opposite Lt . Roc { 

Ark~1 atb- De cember 1836 . 

~o his Ex c ellency , 

J. S . Conv7ay 

Gov er no r of the State of Arkansaw . 

Governor , 

I hav e the honour to a cknowledge the r eceipt of 

your co mmunication of the 5th ins~ , upon t h e subject of the 

Emigrating I n ans , to - day handed t o me by Mr Irvin • From 

all that I can l ear n by inquiry & obs ervation , 1 am f or ced 

to believe that t he Representations vThich have been made 

to your x c e l lency , chargi n our Indians rith numerous 

depreda ti ons , su ch as the ki l ling of Hogs & cattle; the 

burnin~ of fence rails ; ~ ste lin of Corn , ~ vegitable s , 

& c, ar e v ery much ex a erat ed , if not in s orne ca ses , v1i th-

out any just foundation , or proof . ~inc e the Party under 

my char e , have been enc amped in thi s n ei hbourhoo d , the i r 

rations have been r e ularly i fsued , ~ they have besi des 

killed an abundance of game , G.: were t herefore by no me ans 

in want of Subs i stenc e . Also the quantity of dead timber , 

is so rent i n the sur oundi ng woods , in vhich the Indians 

have be en encamped, as to r ender the us e of f ence - rails 

for fuel , an act of wanton mi s chief , so unne cefsary; ~ i f 

detected so dan erous to the depredator, as s c r cely to be 

worthy of credit , rithout some positive testimony , in each 

case . 1 oro ov er tho fences i n the nei hbo rhood , will , at 
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this time, b e f ound on exami nation to be l· n as ,oo d order, 

as when our Yart y arrived a t i t s pres ent encampment. 

I men t ion t has e part i cula r s , as I am convinced your 

Excellency j_ l l f i nd, t hat t he above char p.;es have been 

made a p r e t ext, f o r the r emoval of the Indians f ro m t he 

neighbourh oo d , & that the real cause of di s cont ent , has 

not been hinted a t . 

~t i s t he circumstance of the rise of the pri ce of 

provisions , i n tho sur~nundin count r y , caus ed by the 

pres enc e of a l a r ge number of ~ndians , which e;ives dissat 

isfaction to a few individuals . This partial evil hov-

ever, is far more than compens ted to the co~nunity , by 

t he amount of money broue;ht i nto cc expended in the court -

try, b y t he Emi rat on of the Indians , & also by the 

large amount of traffic carried on , between the Cit zens 

& t he Indi ans themselv es . 

Tho order which your .J.!,;XCel lencie ' s communi cation 

cont ains, r equi r ine the Indians in this neighbour hood , t o 

take up the l ine of march without delay , had become un

necef~ary , as pr ev ious t o its re ception , the author i ty 

which -,overns the movements of the Part y unde r my Ch r o , 

had de t e rmi ned that the Indians shou l d proceed pon thei 

journey 1es t war d , i n a d y or two . s your ~xc ellency 

also di r ects that the !ndiuns be not a~ n allowed to h 1 , 

an unne c efs a r y l en~th of t i me , vii thin the liml ts of' the 

St a t e , a f ew r emarks may not be i mproper , to she., th t 

l 1 · th ca e of tho Jl rty this has not ye t tacen p co , ln - c 
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which 1 accompany , a s Agent of t he Govcrn'Ytont: r.~any of 

the Indians ha"" o 1 )On detainecl , be t vveen Memphi s f,, thi s 

pln.ce, u ..:.. icknefs , the mi serably wr et ched sto.tG of the 

roads, & ot h or c l"Ctlll1 d ·c.ncos , rhi ch r ender ed it i mpof si- . 

ble for t hem to r oach t h is point sooner . A on13s t the r nun1-

ber we r e several of t he most i nf luen t i a l chi efs of t he r _ 

tion, and t h eir people , compos in t hi s Party , v1ould not 

proceed furt he r west 7ar d i n a body , unlefs f or ced to do 

so, unaccompan i e d by t hese l eadi ng men . 

Ha d we not en camped her e , we must have se l ected a more 

unhealthy , ·. i n conv en i ent s ituation , liable in ever y r espe ct , 

to the s ame ob j e ctions as t hose above u r ged . 

Had we a t tempt ed to r emove sooner , the '!hole omi r at

ing route , would have b een cove ed v1 th Stra l n I ndi ans , 

having no r e lar means of ob t ain n8 11'r anspor t ation & 

Subsi s t ence , ~; wuld cons equently ·hav e been mu ch more like 

ly to comnit depredations , upon the property of the Cit 

izens of the count r y , than under t he pre s ent arr n eme nt . 

Almost all of our peop le have a t l en t h r e ched t he ne i ~h 

bourhood of t he main Par ty , and t o-mor rov1 , we shal l en

deavour to br eak up our present enc runpmen t , nd s e t o t 

once more , upon the journey t o 1ar ds t h e n e"t;T homo s , of these 

unfortunate peop l e . 

I have the honour to b e , 

Your Exce l l enci e ' s Most Ob ed Servant , 

Edw- Deas Li out - U- S . Ar my & 

Disbursin j ? 
ent i n the Cr eek Bmi .,r ton 

{OIA: Creek ( Emi ro) File Dl7 -18 - 3 5 - 26 . 183 6 . ) 
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(Copy) 

En c ampment of Indi ans , 3 miles N. w. f rom 

Lt . Ro ck Ark~ 11t De cember 18"6 . 

To his Exc e llency , 

J- S- Conway 

Govern or of the State of Arkansa~ . 

Governor, 

I n my communi cat i on of the stlJ. inst , whi ch I 

had the h onour to addrefs t o you , f rom opposite Li ttle 

Rock, I st ated , that almost ll of our people , had at len th 

reached the n ei ghbou hood of the rna n Party, and that on 

t h e foll owing day , we should set out once more u on our 

journey. ve di d so , nd reached the pr esent encampment · 

but ye st er day certain info mation 1as received , that one 

of' the pr inci pal Chiefs is still , t wo or thre e days journey 

behind, wi th a considerable nu~ber of Indians from various 

Towns . As this v;as not lmovm \'/hen I l ast h d the honour 

to a ddrefs you , I now mention it , as the interests of the 

Emi gr at ion r equire , f or r easons st ted in my previou com

munica tion, tha t we should not pro ceed until t ho se Indi n 

overtake the main Party-

I hav e the honour to r emain , You Exce l lencie ' s 

Most - Ob~ Servant , 

Ed Deo..s 

Li eut U S Army : Disburs ng 

A ,ent in the Cr ee Emi J ation 

(OIA: Creek (Emi r . ) File Dl7 - 18- - 26 . 1836 . D- 35 . ) 
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Fort Gi bson De cemr 12 , 1836 

Sir 

I hav e received your l etter dat ed tho 2nd u lto - a ccom-

panied by co py of a coYl1.l':ru.ni cation from the Se cY of r ar ap 

prisin r;le t a t the businefs conne ct ed with the Indian _,mi -

gra tion, h a s be en t ransferred .to your Office; and , in con
t hat 

nexioh t here 7i th , I have to add~since my last coi ni cati on 

vii th the o ffi co of Indian Rer.10 val , I hav e made < con:~r n c t 

( a co py of whi ch is here;·iith) to suppl y al l Ra tions t hat may 

be require d , o the enigrant Creeks , whi l e they r emain ne r 

near this place - For t Gi bson . This 1as found nec n ary , 

from those emigr ants , havin been hal ted , short of their 

Country, f or tho pur pos e of ad justing some existing differ

ences, bet ve en the cintoshe 's and their people , and A poth 

loholo and the emi gr ant s with hi m. 'rhe part ies are no 'l i n 

council, and judging f rom appear anc es , I thin their d i ffe r

ences will be amicably s e t t l ed . So soon as this i s the 

case, the emi gr ants wi 1 1 be conduct ed i n t o the r e Nevi Coun 

try, w·here the f urnishing under this Cont r a ct Yill ceas e . 

'l'hree Thous nd Indians had a lr eady ar r ived befor e it 

was 1mown that Subsistenc e would bo wanted at t h i s p l ac e , 

hence, no time was g i v en to pub lish notic e f or propo sals 

jo furnish the supplies . 

C A Harris Esqr 

Commr of Ind Affairs 

ashington City 

Ver y r espe ctf ully 

I am Sir 

Your Ob t s ervant 

J Bro-rm Capt . U. S . A. 

Disb • ~t Ind . Dept 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File Bl50 . Ft . Giuson. l G36 . J 
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(OIA: Creek ( Emigr.) File B-91-146 En R t • ou e • 1836. B-146.) -

Fort Gibson 

12~ December 1836 

C. A. Harris Esq: 

Commifsioner or Indian Affairs 

"'ashington City 

Sir 

I have the honor to report that a portion of Detachment 

No 1 Creek Emigration under my charge arrived at this post 

on the 7~h Inst. and the balance of the party on the ll~h 

Inst. and were turned over to the Authorities of this post , 

and the Agents &c employed by the · U States discharged on that 

dav ( 11" Inst) • Th M h h b 1 1 b i d ~ e arc as een ong, a or ous , an 

tedious. The r oads and weather have been indescribably bad . 

The Indians have suffered much, espetially the old and in

firm and Children. Two of the rear parties (say about 

5-000 souls) arrived within the last two days . Two parties 

are still in the rear (say about 6 . 000) . I am fearfull they 

are detained by h i gh water, and so soon as my health will 

permit (which is now bad) I will go back and ma]{e every exer

tion to get them up. I am extremely anxiou·s they should get 

up before the Winter sets in . So soon as I can make a copy 

of my journal, I will transmit it to you together with a 

general report 

Major B. Duboies my afst Military Agent has rendered 

important service to the Indians and our Country · Parmi t me 

to recommend him to the favourable consideration of the Depart-

ment. I am Sir verry Respectfully 

Your Obt. Sert . M. l . Batman 

Principl Military Agent Det No 1 Creek Emigtn 

377 



To, 

Little Rock Arkansaw 

19 ~~ De cember 1836 . 

General George Gibson 

Commifs ary Gener al of Subsistence 

General, 

I h v e the hohor again to addrefs you upon the 

subj ect of the Creek migration . I herewith enclose the 

copies of t hree l etters , fr om whi ch it will be perceived 

that the pro r efs of the Party of Emigrants under my char ~e 

has be en very mu ch r etar ded . Some of the re sons f or our 

detention upon the Route are therein mentioned , but other 

causes have a lso tended to prevent the Party f rom progref

sin , and some of these we re referred to , in my last com

munication upon this subject , dated the 22ng ultimo . 

Thelarge r portion of our Party re ched the neighbour

hoo d of this place on the v7~~ of last month , but a t that 

time t here we r e large numb ers of the Indians still behind , 

between emphis and this place . I therefore direct ed that 

the Party should not proceed until t hese •ere brou ~ht up 

with the .ain Body . My reasons for doin so are mentioned 

in one of the enc losed l etters 

I also f ound bet ~een · emphis and this place , many In-

dians that had ori ,inully belonged to other Parties , that 

preceeded ours, who stated that they had been left upon 

the road. As these Indians we e willi na to pro ceed , I h ve 

taken care to sea them provide for , a reeably to the Con-

tract for the Removal . 
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The Main Body of the Par ty under my char ge i s a t this 

time about 20 mile s t o the westward , of this p l a ce , having 

left this nei ghbourhood i n cons equen ce of the s car city of 

Provisions. I di d no t pr oceed wi th it , having re turned 

towards Memphis, f o r t he pur po s e of attendin~ t o bringin 

up some of the I ndi ans that wer e s ti ll behi nd . The l ast 

detachment pafsed he r e this morning , & I bel i eve that a ll 

of the Indi ans no J. being r emov ed by cont r a ct , ar e t o the 

we st of t h is p l a c e . There may howev er , st i l l be a f ew 

stra~glers, bu t i f s o , they hav e willfu l ly r emained be -

hind, as Va gon s Agents wer e sent ba ck , and al l exert ion s 

used to bri ng up thos e t ha t ·.rere wi l l i ng t o pr oceed . 

As I under st and that Membe r s of the 11 i r ati n Com

pany" h ave doubted the propri ety of de t aining the l ar er 

portion o ~ the Party under my char ge , until the I ndians be 

longing to i t , had a l l come up ; i t may pe haps be \7e l l f or 

me her e t o r emark , that I Tas u ided in doing s o , (in addi 

tion to r easons a lready r eferred to ) , by that Artic le of 

the Contract, 7h i ch r equ i r es , that the Company shall r emove 

Parties of t he Indi ns , an d no t f r agments of P r t i es. 

The Contra ct i s also f or the remova l of the Indians , 

to the ne\'1 Creek Country , est of the i f si f sippi , and no t 

to the State of Arkans aw , f or ·hi ch reas on I did no t conceive 

it proper, to l eav e hundreds of tho s e people , encamped ~lon ~ 

the road from Jemphis t o For t Gi b on . 

I am well convinc ed , t hat i f Pr ovi s ion St and had b een 

established upon t h e ~·mi n:r t i n .., Rou t e west of Memph , s 
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required by the Contra ct , and i f a suffici ent number of 

conductors had accomp anied the Indi ans , very l ittle delay 

would have occurred. 

I shall proceed to ov ertake my Part y to - day , and hope 

in a short time , to hav e the pleasure to Report , t ha t all 

of the Emi gr atin Indians are beyond the l imi ts of this 

State. 

I have the honour to be , General 

Very Respe ctfu lly 

Your Obedt Servant 

'dw- Deas 

Li eu t - U. S. Army & 

Di sbu rsing Agent i n the 

Cr eer ~migration 

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr .) Fi le Dl? - 18 - 35 - 26 . 1836 . D-35 . ) 
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Fort Gibson Aks 

20\1 De c:r 1836 

C A Harris l!.:sqr 

Commifs ioner of lndian Affairs 

,. as bin ton City 

Sir 

I have the honor t o r eport that I am still at this 

place in bad health. One of the t ro r ear parti es r eferred 

to in my l ast -:;. is vd thin four .Liles of this place , the other 

still back , l kno r not how far . The ground is cover ed with 

snow and ic e , the t he r mome t er stands at z ero . The wint er 

has set in with gr eat severity . 'l'he Indi ans nrust suffer 

much, but l hope they will a~l be up in a fov days . 

I am Sir v ery 

Respe ct fully 

Your Ob St 

M. V. Bat man 

u.s . ilit ary A ent 

Creek h1ni r tion 

*dated 12\1 Inst . · 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr . 1 File Bll2-l47-l77 . Lit tle Rock . 
1836. B-147 .J 
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Choctaw Agency 

24 Dec 1836 

C. A. Harris Esqr 

commr of Ind Affr~ 

Sir 

I have just returned from Fort Gibson where I went for 

the purpose of seeing the Creek emigrants - there is now &n

camped around Fort Gi bson about ten thousand of the Cr eeks -

as I anticipa t ed there is much feel~ng bet,Nee n the _cintosh 

party and t hos e who have lately emigrated with their Chief 

A-poth-le-ho-lo - the principal Chiefs of each party met and 

appeared f r iendly - Apothle ho lo and his fo l lowers will set 

tle upon the Canadi an - and will be removed from Roly . M0 

Intosh and his people some distance , this will seperate them 

and for the present prevent any difficulty and ensure peace . 

Amongst them unlefs the life of Apoth le ho lo should be at

tempted - or some momentary excitement broughtabout to pro

duce a difficult y. I am satisfied that there is no organ

ized plan - or design to produce bloodshed between those 

parties - Yet the i r is much exci t ement between the Chiefs 

on both sides - and the tribes immediately adjacent would be 

well pleased to see the breach wi den . It is agreed between 

the parties that so soon as the emi grants now on the way 

arrive in their new country tha t a General counci l will be 

held at which I am to at t end - t his wil l probably be a 

month or two - I ha ve d~rected the Sub Agent to issue the 

blankets & to those arriving I f ear t he se will not be a 



sufficiency to Complete the i ssue - there are some five or 

Six hundred Blanket s designed for the Seminoles at Little 

Rock which Capt Brovm wi ll immedi ate ly send u p - there i s 

also some other goods , such as Linseys & designed fo the 

Seminoles - Coul d any arr angement be mad e to give them to 

the Creeks - t he eminoles here have been supplied and the 

overplus is in consequence of the few who emigrated -

Capt Br own i s now here preparing to pay the Choctaw 

Annuity and fr om here proceed to Re d r iver and finish the 

nation. -

Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

vm Armstrong 

Act Supt \ est~ TerY · 

(OIA: Creek (Em i gr . ) File A90-115-l60- 204 . Choctaw Agency . 
1836. A-90.) 
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Extract of lette r s from Gent Jesup dated 

Sir 

Head Quarters Tampa Bay 

April 3rd 1837 

11 Echo Har j os people will b e moved i mmediately to New 

Orleans where that Chief and his Warriors will join them" 

(Signed ) Thos Jesup 

Maj Henry Wilson 

Comg Mobile Point 

Major 

Maj Genl Com$ 

Head Quarters Army of the South 

Tampa Bay May 8th 1837 

"Echo Hajo is actively engaged in the endeavour to bring 

the Seminols into Camp is now out on a mefsage to Powell and 

although that Chief is gone in t o Fort Mellon yet the merits 

o~ Echo Hajo is not lefs than if Powell were still out . I 

desire you to see that part of his people who have bee n re 

moved to New Orl eans and i f they desire to r eturn to Mobile 

Point and wait there the return of _ the warriors you will 

Cause them to be taken back . Employ Steam Boats f or the pur 

pose and afford them every comfort pofsible" 

Major Henry Wilson 

c·omg Mobile Point Ala 

(Signed) Thos S Jesup 

Maj Genl Com$ 

(OIA: Creek(Emi gr.)File Pl52 et c. Mobile Pt . 1837 . P-17 1) 



Choctaw Agency 

April 3d 1837 

A C Harris Esqr 

Comr Ind Affairs 

Sir 

A few days Since, a party of emigrating Cherokees , con

ducted by Mr J C Young, (446 in number,) arrived by water at 

Fort ~offee. The boat could go but little higher up the 

r1~er; and a s t here was a good road from Coffee into the 

Cherokee country, I advised Mr Young to land his party op

posite t hat Post , on the Cherokee side, which he done . I 

also reque sted him to leave a correct muster roll of the 

party, dist i nguishing particularly those who had rece~ved 

their cummutation of Subsistence for a year , from those who 

had not, in order that there could be no mis take about pay-
or 

ing~Subsisti~g t hem who had not been paid . Lt VanHorn the 

Disbursing Agent for the Cherukees was up at Gibson, I wrote 

for him to come down , in the meantime before his arrival I 

received f r om Mr Young the rolls; and also a small uantity 

of flour & bac on, which he had l eft after he landed the party, 

which I receipt ed t o him for; and will turn over to Mr Van 

Horn & take hi s rece i pt . Mr Van Horn came down yesterday , 

and I advised him to pay the emigrants that prefered it, 

their commutat i on of Subsistence ; and thereby enable them 

to go to work and endeavor yet to put in a crop of corn . 

Mr Van Horn is now engaged in paying them off, as they 

prefer money; aft er which they will scatter through the 



nation amongst thei r frie~ds and yet be able, I hope , to 

plant corn. The payment of the year ' s subsistence , before 

the emigrants reach their new country , as is the case with the 

majority of this party, i s certainly wrong , they will lay it 

out by the way and arrive destitute of the means of support . 

Conductors of part i es should remain in the ~ndian country 

until they and t he Disbursing Agent get together and act un

derstandingly, the roll furnished by Mr Young, I presume to 

be correct, and the party arrived in good order and wel l sat

isfied, but i t is generally the case, that those who bring 

on emigrant s , as s oon as they reach their country, wish to 

leave them wi thout a proper interview with those who are to 

receive them here , as thene is considerable emigration from 

the Sheroke es, I have deemed 1 t proper to make the above 

remarks. 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Sert 

~1m Armstrong 

Act Supt . est~ Ter¥ 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr. ) File A90-115 ~ 160-204 . Choctaw Agency . 
A-160.) 
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Sir, 

Head uarters, Tampa Bay Flo . 

April 1 1~e 1837 

I had the honor to receive this morning , your letter of 

the 27t~ of March, approving the arrangements made nith the 

Creek Chiefs f or the subsistence of themselves and famil es , 

after their arrival at their new homes in the West -

I r ec eived yesterday evening official information of 

the removal of the families of the Creek arr ors to Mobile 

Point. I had been previously informed of the excitement in 

the Creek Coun try , and had seen an account in the newspapers 

of the removal of the Cr eek families , but was not aware of 

the brutal treatment whi ch those families had been compelled 

to submit to, until I receiv ed the reports of Lieuts . Rey-

nolds and Sloan to Major Wilson , whom I had sent to obile 

Point to inquire int o the circumstanc es prec eding and attend-

ing the removal, cop ieso f which are inclosed -

I have explained to the Chiefs , that the measure adopted 

was the only one by which their families and those of their 

Warriors could be secur ed f rom ~nsult - Some are satisfied 

but others are not, and what effect their di fsatisfaction 

may have on the Seminoles , I am not prepar ed to say -

The Creek fami l ies ~ere plundered of the gr eat er part 

of their property, and i t is no more than jus t ice that they 

be remunerated - I will endeavour to satisfy them if pof 

sible and send them off by detachments , as I ge t the Sem-



inoles off 

I hav e the honor t o be , 

Sir , 

Yr . obdt . Servt . 

The Hon. J. R. Poinset t 

SecY.of War 

Washington City 

Th: S. Jesup 

Ma jor Gen1 Cmd~ 

(OIA: Creek( Emi gr. )Fi l e J7 2- 85 . Ft . Dade , Fla . ) 



(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) Fi l o R49 -1 4-117-119-123. R-114 .) 

Sir, 

Mo a. e oi nt Ala . 

12 h June 1837 

I have the honor t o acknorledge t he receipt of the 

"Revis ed Regulat on ° 5 . conc erning the emegrat on 0 

indians 11
, i n compliance li th Art i cle 50 . I have to report 

as having engaged Do ctor oodfin as a Physician to accom

pany t he par ty west , he enter ed upon duty wi th the sac

tion of Capt . Page on 7 t h lY arch v1i th the pay of n sst . 

Sergeon .of the Army , but I observe the compensation is i xed 

at ~5 per day y the revised regulat i ons . 

The As st. Conductor emp oyed for my party is Mr oah 

Felton former l y engaged by me when l ocated i n the cr eek 

Nat on as an assistant i n i s sui ng rations , h s compensa-

ti on as Asst . Conducto r , as per . r egulation is .j>3 per day -

The de l a.y i n t ransmi ting my accounts for t e st qua -

ter, is i n consequence of the ab s ence of Capt . Page , whose 

examination of t hem i s requ red - I 1i th the Dept . 

for blanks for the r endition of my accounts for t he pres -

ent quarter. 

I have r eceived the confirmat i on of the Dept r e spect-

ing my present appo i ntment as also the 1 tter advising me 

of the appointment of Capt Bateman as Super i ntendant of 

the Creek Emegration - Capt Bateman has not arri ved -

I am s r, Very respectfu l y 

c. A. Harris Esqr Your Obt . Servant 

Co~ssioner Indian Jno. G. Reynol ds 

Affairs Washington City 18 t Lt . U. S. M. · 

& Disb Agt. Indi an ept . 
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Capt. 

Pafs Christian 

July 3lt 1837 

Agr eeable to Your request , I report , that although 

many deaths hav e taken place since our landing here , owing 

to disease Contracted while at Mobile Point , the Camp is 

now in a better state of health than it has been for three 

Months past, nor do I believe a single case of sicknefs 

has occurred since our landing here , the indi ans are decid

edly in a better Condition as r e ards health, and many of 

those who wer e sick when we landed Convalefs rapidly -

Capt. John Page 

I am Sir Respectfully 

Your Obt . Svt 

J M. Woo df in 

Attendg Physician 

Superintendant Creek Emigration 

(OIA: Creek(Emigr.) File Pl52 et seq . Mobile Pt . 1837 . Pl7l) 
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(Copy) 

To 

Capt Page 

u. s .A 

Sir 

Mount Vernon Alabama 

31st July 1837 

I have the melancholy duty to perform of r eport

ing to you the death of M. W. Bat~man l at e Capt - 6t~ Regt 

Inft 

He ro se this morning from his bed between 6 and 7 

oclock, and went t o the bath house to bathe - he ~as there 

seized wi th a fit of appoplexsy, and i t is i magined was 

from ~ to ~ of an hour lying in th bath house before he 

was di s cove r ed - every afsistence was i mmediately given , and 

every t h i ng attended to by D~, Tunstal that Could be t o r estore 

him - All effort s, however, proved ineffectual , he di ed this 

Morning at 10~ Oclock 

I am Sir 

With great Respect 

Your obE ServE 

J . E. Blake 

Li eut & Judge Advocate 

I certify the above is a true copy of the ori inal 

J Page 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr .) File Pl52 etc . Mobile Pt . 1837 . Pl78) 
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Sir 

Pafs Christian Mifsifsippi 

4 August 1837 

I have the honor to report Isaac N. Wooldridge and 

William Car v er as afst agents in the Creek Removal durin 

the p eriod we Remain at that this place; one to be located 

in a little t own one mil e from the Indian Camp , the other at 

a point wher e Small boats are in the habit of land n • I 

find these t wo appointments are absolutely necefsary to 

supprefs the Sale of whiskey and other intoxicating li quors 
a 

there i s a certin Clafs of peop l e t hat will s ell liquor to 

the Indian s unlefs they ar e strictly watched: the Indians 

when drunk are perfectly unuontrolable and the lives of the 

Agents are i n dainger ; the appoinment of these t wo agents 

can suppref s the Sale of liquors to the Indians . their ap

pointments took affect on the l§t Inst - thus far our Camps 

h ave b een in perfect order , So large a body of Indians as 

we have got her e without the aid of Troops are hard to con-

troll, when the Indians have accefs to whiskey . en deprived 

of it all is quie t and good order 

Vi th Respect I have the honor to be 

To-

c. A. Harris Es qr 

t 
Your obt - Serv-

J ohn Page capt & 

Supt Cr eeks 

Commissioner o f I ndian Affai r s vashington City 

(OIA: Creek( Emigr.) File P-152 e tc. Mobi le Pt . 1837 . P- l73J 
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Sir 

· Pafs Chr:tstian Mifsifsippi 

14th August 1837 

I have the honor to ac lmowledge the r eceipt of your two 

letters by exprefs Mail dated 2~ Inst - I have r eported myself 

to the land Company r eady to go .vTest when they say the wo rd -

two of them are here and as soonas I transact what businifs 

that relat es to the deceased cas es , i f it is the wish of the 

Company I will proceede i mmediately west .- If it is pofsible 

I shall endeavor to return here before the &~i grants leave : 

if not I shall make arraingments with the officers Lieut 

Reynolds and Sloan to Start ; when the warriors arrive and I 

shall meet them on the way and wi ll turn back, and Glose the 

businefs. 

I enclose you a ·copy of a le tter notifying me of Capt 

M. w. Batemans deat h , which I presume you will hear of be -

fore this reaches you 

With Respe ct 

C. A. Harris Esqr 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt Servt 

John Page Capt & 

Supt Creeks 

Co~s. Indian Affairs 

Washington City 

(OIA: Creek)Emigr.)File P-152 etc. Mobile Pt . 1837 . P-l78) 
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Sir 

Pafs Christ i an 

26th ug 1837 

Since my last r eport , & s i nce the removal of the in

dians to this place , a deci ded and happy change has taken 

place i n the comfort and ealth of the camp . any of 

those who we r e s ick when I last reported ar e well ) others 

convalescent ; some it i s true have di ed , but the deaths 

are comparat i ve y f ew . and a large port ion of those who 

die are i nfants and infirm aged persons . 

Yesterday i n my d vision of the encampment ther e was 

not a death - to day I have to report the death of an aged 

man who has been for some t i me unde r i ndian t r eatment . The 

number of sick however has not i ncreased and I do not think 

there is more s i cknefs than cou ld be expected rom so large 

a numb er o f men women & chi ldren . The prevaili ng dise ses 

are Bilious fever . ague & feve r . di ar rhae and some f ew 

cases of Defsentary 

Lieut J . G. Reynolds 

Disbursing Agent 

Creek Emi grtn 

Very Respectly 

Your Obt Svt . 

J M ood i n 

Attendg Physician 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr .) Fi le R49 -114- 117- ll9 - 123 . R- 123 . ) 
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Sir , 

Pass Christian ~i ss . 

27 Augt . 1837 

Since Capt . Page ' s departure , t o wit . 22nd inst . no 

change has taken place , the indians are perfectly satis

f ied and the sick are convalescing very rapidly; Enclosed 

you wi ll receive the rep.o r ts of t he Physicians in relation 

t o the Des eases now prevailing in the Camp . 

On the 21st inst a detachment of up var ds of 200 Creek 

arrived from Tampay Bay , the ct~ Of f icer in Char ge , wished 

to retain the command of the party , to wh ch of cours e I 

could not consent , as they were to be r at ioned upon requi-

sition from a ~eperate Dept , the r easons ass igned , were , 

that they had not been Mustered out of Service -- I trust 

this step 11 meet with your appr obation . 

I have been i nformed ther are a considerable number 

of creek i ndians , some of whom ar e fugitives , ) at Fort 

Clai born about 200 mile s above obile on the Ala . iver , 

who are desirous to emegrate , provided means ere extended , 

by which they could join the parties at this place -

have sent Asst . Conductor oah Felton , to a ford the nee-

essary transportat on . 

I rum Sir, ery Respectfully 

Your Obt . Servant 

c. A. Harris Esqr Jno . G. eynolds 

Comm;' of Indi an Affairs. 1 § t Lieu t • U. S • • C • 

Washington City. & Disb~ Agt. Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr .) Fi le R-49-114- 17 - 19- 23 . R- 23 . ) 
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Pafs Chr stian 

28 Aug . 1837 . 

Sir 

Having been called on by you for my report in re at ion 

to the health of the Camp , I h ve the satisfaction to re-

port the camp i n goo d condition an the number of s i ck very 

few: at pres ent I have only th r t een sick mo t of whi ch 

are convalescents . The pr evai l i ng diseases are Diarr hoe , 

Dysenter y ague & fever and some fe~ cases of Bi ious fever 

of very mild Type 

Very Respectfu lly 

Your Obt . Svt 

dmond iedemann 

Att endg Phys . 

(OIA: Creek ( Emi gr . ) Fi _e R49- 4- 1 7- 1 9- 123 . R- 123 . 
Apparently addre ssed to Li eut . John G. Reyno ds . ) 



Pafs Chr istian 

2 . Sept . 1837 . 

Sir, 

Agreably to your orders , I herrwith furnish a state 

ment of the Sick and deaths , in Your Crump for the last 

week. 

Six Dyffentarys . 

Nine Bilious fever . 

t wo children Rhathisis. 

t wo old men Phtysis . 

one child Tympanitis . 

One only has died under my prescription . 

fiv e under I ndian treatment . 

Verry Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

Dr E. Wiedemann 

Assg Physician 

To/ 8:1::P 

Lt. John G. Reynol ds 

Disbg Agent 

Ind. Depart. 

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr .) File Rl 24- 127-130- 140- 143 . 
Christian. 1837. R-124.) 
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Copy 

Circular . 

It having come to the knowledge of the Acting Superin

tendant of Creek Removal , that many of the Indians have 

strayed to the di stance of twenty to forty miles , without 

the assent of the officers of the respective parties to 

which they belong , and Contrary to a positive assurance 

given by the Indians themselves , previ~s to disembarking 

at this place; I have to entreat that the Citizens will 

extend no favour s whatever to any Indian found beyond the 

distance of five miles from the encampment , as passes for 

hunting, fishing , and other necessary amus ements are in no 

instance given, to extend beyond that distance . 

The Citizens wi ll confer a great favour, on the offic 

ers connected wi th the Emegration , by demanding in every 

case, the passes of the Indians found without the limits 

of the encampment ; ~d if found not to ~swer the date 

and distance, vn ll i nsist upon their immediate return to 

camp, Sternne_s~ and determinat1:_<?n seldom or ever fail to 

answer the purpose inte~ded 

Indian Encrumpme~ 

Pass Christian, Missi ssi ppi 

2nd September 1837. 

Jno. G. Reynolds 

1s t Li eut . U. S. M. C. 

Disb. agt . Ind Deprt 

& act$ Supt Creek Removal 

(OIA: Creek (Emi gr.) Fi le Rl24-127-130-140 - 143 . 
Christian. 1837. R-130 .) 
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Pafs Christian 

Sept 2nd 1837 

Sir 

The Weather being fine and no changes having taken 

place to alter the condition and health of encrumpment 

I have to report the division to which I am attached in 

the same good health and condition as when I last re-

ported Seven deaths have taken place and no new Cases 

since last report 

Lieut J. G. Reynolds 

Disbe; Agent 

Creek Emigration. 

Very Respectly 

Your Obt Svt 

J. M. Woodfin 

Attend~ Physician, 

Creek Emigration , 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File Rl24-127-130- 140-143 . 
Christian. 1837. R-124) 

Pass 

. 3 9 ~ 



Sir, 

Cr eek Indian Encampment 

Pass Christian , Miss . 

2nd Sept 1837 

I am pleas ed to have it in my power to represent upon 

the authority of the Physicians and personal observation, 

the indians in a better condition as to rnalth &c . than 

they m ve b e en for some months , we have but few deaths 

reported. Si n c e my last report sixteen have died , as you 

will observe by the attending Physicians Reports , which I 

have the honor her ewith to enclose -

I have ju s t returned from the Bay of St . Louis distant 

six miles; whither Lieut . Sloan and myself were arraigned 

befor a Civil Court for a. "Riot 11 on the night of 26th July 

last- I say riot , a s the States Attorney was pleased to 

term it as such - I know not whether Capt Page previ ous 

to his departure vest , informed the Department of the facts 

or not, but it wa s by his authority we went forth , the 

Court without heari ng any mitigating circumstances, sen

tenced us t o pay the sum of $100 each , for an assault upon 

thre e individuals , who were whiskey sellers , but no censure 

or blame was at t ached for destroying the property , neither 

would there h ave been a fine , could the Law in any manner 

have b een evaded by the jur y , the pr operty was destroyed 

by knocking in the heads of three whiskey barrels , ther e 

is not one di sent i ng voice , as t o the correctness of our 



course, as the subsequent state of the indians fully proves 

- previous to the affair of that night, the indians were 

in a constant state of drunke~~ess, consequently dangerous, 

the Sickness of the camp may in a great measure be at

tributed to the abundant use of whiskey - Since that period, 

not only the inhabitants have become reconsiled and con

tented to remain at their homes, but it rarely occurs that 

an indian is seen drunk, previously, in consequence of 

their constant state of excitement, they were wholly un

manageable -

The revised Regulat ions N° 4 forwarded for our govern

ment, had not been received, otherwise a very different 

course would have been pursued, the Civil Authority would 

have been applied to, although Six Miles distant by water -

The Lawyer's fees (Mr Ives of New Orleans) are $100 - fine 

$100 each and Cost, those who are entitled to the latter, 

positively refused to accept - the Jury and the respecta

ble citizens have requested Gov. Lynch to refund the fine. 

The Hon. Harry Cage volunteered his valuable services, 

notwithstanding fifteen years absent from the bar, his 

Eloquence made a . great impression on all who heard him -

The Record of the Court, together with expenses, so soon 

as obtained will be forwarded for your Consideration. 

The principal of the three individuals above al

luded to, has constantly annoyed us - by bringing bar

rels of whiskey into the very heart of the Encampment, 

he acknowledged before the Court of having sold a great 
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many barrels of whiskey to the indians- A complaint was 
him 

lodged against~ he was fined ~20 for every Offense, bring 

unable to pay, I am informed he has been committed to 

joal. 

c. A. Harris Esqr 

Commt Indian Affairs 

Washington City. 

I am Sir, 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt. Servt . 

Jno. G. Reynolds 

1 st Lieut . U. S. M. C. 

& Disb~ Agt . Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr .) File R124-127-130-140-143. Pass 
Christian. 1837. R-124.) 
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Sir, 

Indian Encampment 

Pass Christian Miss _ 

gth Sept 1837 -

The encampment continues as to health, the same as 

when last report ed -- Many persons arrive at this place 

from New Orleans daily, to avoid the Epedemic , now so ~read

fully prevailing in that City . My only fears are , that the 

desease, may by acci dent get rumong the people , in which 

event the Mortality must be very great . Every Measure of 

police, to prevent the introduction of unseasonable and 

improper fruits has been adopted , whiskey and spirits of 

all kinds cannot now be reached by the indians, intoxica

tion has entirely ceased. 

On the 2nd inst . I was inf ormed that many of the Men 

had strayed to some distance in the int erior, that the 

citizens were becoming alarmed fearing depredations might 

be committed on their property , and requested Measure be 

taken to get them in the Encampment - I lmew of no other 

Method to effect it, than by issuing a Circu lar , request

ing the aid of the people , which you will find herewith 

enclosed -

I was in hopes the circular would have the effect de-

signed, a gentleman direct from the Country called at my 

tent and stated, the indians , in small parties of four to 

six had been hovering about his neighborhood f or some time, 

that signs of killing stock had in many instances been seen , 
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in consequence of whi ch , at the urgent solicitation of his 

neighbors, he wa s i n duced before adopting any des i ded meas 

ures, to confer wi th the Offic e r having charge of the eme 

gration- I told him it was positively against the Super in

tendants wish and a recent order , which he would discover 

nd by reading the Ci r cular issued on 2- - inst . Copies of which 

was furnished; he was perfectly satisfied and assured me 

the indians s hou l d be drove in - The large number of indians 

encrumped, with n o physical means , renders it impo s sible for 

the Officers t o prevent or know when they absent themselves , 

the Many fugitive Creeks that have joined from time to time , 

doubtless are the ones complained of as many are missing 

(without permiss ion) from t he Camp . 

In my report of 27th ult . I informed you of dis patch

ing Asst. Conductor Noah Felton to Fort Claiborn Ala ., he 

has returned with nine i ndians only , t he others to the num

ber of twenty or more refused to accompany him . 

c. A. Harris Es q! 

Comrr.dssioner Indian Affairs 

I am Sir , 

Very Respe ctfull y 

Your Obt . Servt 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

Washington City. Lt . & Disb~ Agt . Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Creek (~gr.) File Rl 24-127 - 130- 140- 143 . 
Christian. 1837. R-130 .) 
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Pafs Christian 

15th Sept . 1837 

Sir 

Your no te of this morning requesting my opinion i n 

regard to the danger & l i ability of t r ansporting the indi ans 

through New Or leans to the prevailing epidemi c of that City 

was, received , I cannot conceive Sir , that the short period 

the indians will be exposed to the atmosphere of Orleans 

(if the arrangements as exprefsed in your note are made) 

can materially effect their health, nor do I believe in 

their present good health, they Can pofsibly take the fever 

from so Slight an exposure , and I must give it as my de 

cided opinion, that it is neither dangerous nor injurious 

Lt. J. G. Reynolds 

Disbg Agent 

Creek Emigration 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt . Svt 

J . M. Woodfin 

Directg Phys 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File Rl24- 127 - 130- 140- 143 . 
Christian. 1837. R- 134 .) · 

Pass 
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Sir, 

Pass Christ i an Mi ss 

15~~ Sept . 1837 . 

I have received You r note of this date , t o the princi 

pal inquiry, to wi t , whether there ~ 11 be danger i n trans 

porting the Indi ans through the City of New Orleans , during 

the prevalence of the fever now ragi ng in that city? I wi ll 

answer, having r ecently visited New Orleans , for the purpose 

of purchasing Medicine , for the Sick and witnessing the 

cause and effects of the disease in one of the Hospitals , 

do unhestitatingly find it as my opinion , that there is 

not the leaft danger of contracting the fever , for the 

short period t hat the Indians will remain , before embark-

ing on board t he Boats . 

I am Sir, 

Your Obt . Servt . 

nr Edmund Wiedemann 

To 8iP Attg Phys . 

Lt. John G. Reynolds 

Actg Supt. Creek Removal •• 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr .) File Rl24 - 127-130-140- 143 . 
Christian. 1837. R- 134 .) 
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Sir 

P~ss Christian 

Septr . lath 1837 

We have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of Yours 

of t his i nst , ordering the Ala . Em. Co . to furnish extra 

Transportat i on &C for the Emigrating Indians , which You Say 

is in Complyance of the Special orders of Majr Gen t , Jesup 

Commandi ng the Army of the South Will you be pleased, Sir , 

to furni sh us extracts,of : Such of Your instructions as re

quire You to cause extra transportation to be prepared for 

the Emi gr at i ng Creek Indians --

in Compliance Sir You will much oblige 

Your most obt Servts . 

J G Reyno lds 

1st Lt USMC 

Disbg Agt I nd Dept 

& Aot Supt Ck removal 

w111- A. camp be-ll 

W J Beattie 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr . ) File Rl24-127-130 - 140- 143 . 
Christian. 1837 . R- 139 . ) 
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Gentlemen 

Indian Encampment 

Pafs Christian Mis s . 

18t~ · sept~ 1837 . 

The Contract entered into by the u. States with your 

Company, not embracing Water conveyance for the Emi gration 

of the Cre eks, and it being the positive direction of Maj. 

Genl. Jesup, Comdg Army of the South that this party be 

transported with every ease and convenience as well as 

comfort. I have to r equest in obedience to the wish of 

the Comdg General, that ·the Company will provide by the 

date Specified in my communication of the 16~h inst : 

Steam Boats for their transportation each Boat to accom-

modate and carry , not to exceede five hundred Indians . 

The Land transportation, · as defined in · the Contract , is 

such as will render the Sick and infirm excedingly un-

comfortable, you are therefore direct ed that instead of 

one Wagon for the number of persons and weight of baggage 

as exprefsed in the contract, to fUrnish t wo, the best of 

• their kind. 

As it is the wish of the Maj. Gen} Comdg that every 

necefsary article for the comfort of the party on the 

Route be furnished, I have to .request you to inform me , 

the kind of provisions it is the intention of the Company 

to ifsue, agreeably to the Contract 



I am Gentlemen 

Messrs wm A. Campbell 

m & W. J. Beattee 

Agent and members 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

(Signed) Jno. G Reynolds 
st 1. Lieut. u. s. M. C 

Disbe; Ag~ &C . 

of the Ala Emgt.g Company. 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File Rl24-127-130-l40-143. Pass 
Christian. 1837. R-139 . ) 



Gentlemen, 

I ndian Encampment , 

Pass Christian , Mi ss . 
th 19 . Sept . 1837 

It is desirable that comfortable transportat i on be ex

tended to the i ndi ans . More particularly at this season of 

the year; t he Alab~a Emigrating Company not being Obliged 

by their Contra c t to transport or move wi th less than one 

thousand to Each party and Steam Boat conveyance not being 

expressed in the Contract , I have to request that you will 

in your Off icial Capacity , Consult to gether and report the 

number of indi ans you consider it would be Safe to embark 

on board of ea ch boat -- I f you are uninformed as to the 

danger of Ste~ Boat Navi gat ion on the Mississippi at the 

low Stage of i ts waters , you will be pleased to obtain in

formation from su ch Gentlemen Natives of New Orleans , as 

are temparari al ly residents of this place and report the 

effect of your inquiri es . 

To Doctor's Woodfin 

Wi de r mann 

Hultz 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Ser vt 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Lt . U. S. M. C. 

Disbg Agt . Ind . Dept 

& Act~ Supt . Cr eek Remova l 

( OIA: Creek 
Christian. 

( Emi gr.) Fi le Rl 24 - 127- 130- 140- 143 . 
1837. R-139 .) 

Pass 
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Pas s Chri s tian, Sep . 21. 1837 

To 

D! J. M. Woodfin 

Directing Physician 

Creek Emigration 

Sir , 

In compliance with your request to state our opinion 

in regard to the number of Indians that it would be Safe 

to transport up the Mississippi River . at t4is season of 

the year on board of Steam Boat s of 150 tons buden & upwards , 

and the liabili ty to Sickness; We Submit the following as 

our opinion founded on Several years experience and intimate 

connection with Steam Boat Navigation in the Western Waters . 

The s cale below we believe to exhibit the gr eatest number 

of Indians, i ncluding children, t hat can be carried with 

Safety on board of Boat s of the burden there des cri 1::e d -

viz 

Boat of 150 tons to Carry 375 

II " 200 II II II 425 

II II 250 II II II 500 

II II 300 II II II 625 

II 11 400 II II II 750 

II 11 500 II II II 875 

In scale we suppose the Boats t o be built 
the fore going 

are generally for the navigation of the Missis -
as they 

sippi. 

. 
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As to the danger of Sickness that they may be exposed 

to, we consider the greatest that of being crowded, and a 

want of room to exercise, and the consequent uncleanliness, 

therefore ~e consider it most importan~ to the preservation 

of health, that the Indians should be allowed each day from 

one to two hours for the purpose of exercise on shore , and 

to give time for a through Cleansing of the Decks of the 

Boat 

We are Very respectfully 

Yr obt Sts 

Calvin T. Maynard 
I 

P., M, Tourne 

N Berkwith 

Francis Turner 

(OIA: Creek (File) Rl24-127-130-140-143. 
1837.) 

Pass Christian . 
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(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File Rl24-127-130-140-14~ 
Pass Christian. 1837. R-139.) 

0
• 

Pafs Christian 

22nd Sept 1837 

Sir 

I have availed myself of the first opportunity to ob

tain the necefsary information in regard to the number of 

indians to be transported on each Stm Boat up the Mifsif

sippi river in the present low Stage of its waters, r 

herewith enclose You a communication from Several owners 

& Captains of Stm Boats which I believe Contains the most 

Correct information in my power to obtain, it is founded 

on several Years experience in the navigation of the Mif

sifsippi, I have also consulted nrs Hults and Wiedemann on 

this subject, the former of these nr H. has had some ex-

perience in the transportation of indians, and says, that 

he has never known more than four to five hundred indians 

~ransported on Stm Boat . or seven superficial square feet 

to every indian embracing men women & Children . In regard 

to my o~vn opinion on this subject I can say but little, 

however I cannot differ with those gentlemen whose communi

cation I have enclosed., nor with nr Hults they having 

had much experience in the transportation of indians & Stm 

Boat navigat i on generally. It is absolutely necefsary to 

prot~ the health of the indians that they should not be 

crowded on Boats, each one should have ample space, and by 

all means the different apartments should be kept Clean 

& Well Ventilated. 

Lt. J. G. Reynolds 

Disb. Agent & 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt. Svt. 

J. M: Woodfin 

& Actg. Superintendant Creek Eroigtn 
Directg Physn1 Creek Emigrat~on 
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Pafs Christian 

24th Sept 1837 

Sir 

I have this morning received the attending Physicians 

report, the following is a Correct Statement, No of sick 

in Dr. Weidemanns Camp 28. of that number three have died 

& 14 convalescent. in Dr Hults division 52 are reported. 

of that N? 5. well 1 dead 26 Convalescent, It may be well 

to remark here that the most of Dr Hults division are sol-

die~s who lately returned from Florida sick, & that since 

there arrival many are convalescing IDut the late sudden 

change of weather, which has been for the last week very 

cold & unseasonable with frequent showers of rain, has 

materially retarded their recovery and added some few cases 

of Catarrhal fever to · the sick report; rumongst those who 

were exposed to the inclemency of the weather . The division 

of the encampment to which I attend has not Suffered much 

from the late Change Of Weather, there has been during the 

past Week four new Cases, but they are Convalescing & out 

of danger. 

Lt. J G Reynolds 

Disbg Agent 

& Actg. Supt. Creek Emigt~ 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt. Svt. 

J M Woodfin 

Directg Phys 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr.) File Rl24-127-130-140-143. Pass 
Christian. 1837. R-140.) 
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Sir, 

Indian Encampment 

Pass Christian Miss . 

l§t Oct . 1837 

Enclosed you will receive a statement of letters re-

ceived from and sent to your office for the months of 

August and September, Also the Directing Physicians re-

port of Sick for the last week . 

I am Sir , 

C. A. Harris Esq~ 

Commt of Indian Affairs 

Washington City. 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Lt . u . s . M. C 

& Disb5 Agt . Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Creek (Emigr .) File R- 124-127-130-140 -143 . Pass 
Christian. 1837. R- 143 . ) 
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Pafs Christian 

Octo 1 . 1837 

Sir 

trom the reports of attending physi cian D! Hults & 

Wendemann handed me this day , it appears that during the 

past We ek a more favourable Change has taken place i n the 

health of the Camp ,. many reported sick ar e Convales cing 

since l ast weekly reports and their halth & Condition has 

much i mpr oved; Im my division only two deaths Deported 

during t he past week and a decided Change in t he heath 

of thos e who were Sick has taken place . There is no mal-

ignant or Contagious disease in the camp the prevaling 

diseases are the Common Bilious . & Intermittent fever of 

the Climate . 

Lt. J. G. Reynolds 

Disbg Agent 

Creek Emigration 

Very Respectfully 

Your obt Svt 

J . M Woodfin 

Directg . Phys 

(OIA. Creek (Emi gr . ) File Rl24 - 127- 130- 140- l43 . Pass 
Christian. 1837 . R- 143 . ) 
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Roley Mcintosh ' s Jan . 28 , 1842 

When the Delegation of Seminoles came to l ook at t hi s 

Country a number of years ago, they came to my house . They 

said they had come to look at the countr.y to h see ow they 

would like i t , and that they did not come to select a country 

for thems el ves separate from the Creeks, but that when the 

Seminol es would come to the country they would live with us . 

While they were here Commis s ioners were sent here to adjust the 

line between the Cherokees & Creeks . While the Commi ss ioners 

were here the Seminoles had nothing to say about a separate coun

try for themselves . Aft er t he line between the Creeks & Chero-

kees wa s arranged the Commissioners asked the Creeks whether 

they were willing to receive the Seminoles among them, to live 

among them as their own people; saying that we were all one 

p~ople originally, and that it would be like one Stream with 

many branches, all coming together: and they were answered 

that we t he Creeks were willing to r eceive them as our own 

peopl e . 

After we gave our consent for them to come and live 

among us, the commis~oners asked the Creeks if we were will

ing t o va cate a small portion~of the country f or the Seminoles 

to live i n . The creeks consented , but we did not understand 

t hat the Seminoles were to have a separate boundary and live 

separated f r om our laws ; but that they might settle i n a partic-

b t l i ve there unde r the creek laws . 
ular par t of the country , u 

h t a Separate treat y had been made 
Aft e r ward s we unders tood t a 

with t he Seminole s and t hat they were promised separate bound-

f th i r Own Af ter we heard 
1 t d gov ernment o e · • ar ea; a coun ry an 
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of this we demanded a copy of the treaty but i t was never f urn

ished. 

. 41 3 

We have understood that the government i ntends l aying 

off a portion of o'ur country f or the Seminoles and that they· 

are to have a separate agent and be allowed to have a separate 

government. Thi s will be contrary to our understanding of thei r 

rights; Such an arrangement never had our consent and we prot es t 

against it. 

l'le were pr.omi sed that when our numbers increased we should 

have an addition to our country : instead of that we are nov told 

that a part of our country shall be taken away against our con-

sent to accommodate a people whom we consented to receive among 

us on equal t erms , to become our people and live with us - but 

who never had our consent to take from us a part of our country . 

Witness 

B Marshall 

his 
Roly x M0 Intosh 

mark 

After the abov e was written i t was interpreted i n the 

presence of the fo l l owing Chiefs and head men of the Creek Na

tion who signified their approbation of the Talk of their 

Principal Chief ; as expressing the sentiments of the Creek 

Nation Sam1 · x Perryman 

Witness 

B. Marshall 

Ahis x ieee 

Achista x Yohola 

Kushi ta x Micco 

Si ah Hardage 

J oseph X Car 



~~, In presence of 

E A Hitchcosk 

Maj. sh Inf¥ 

sp! comm:: 

Cha!'lo x Hadjo 

Lathkuple x Emathla 

Isphani x Hadjo 

1athloc x Emathla 

Kunhutki x Mi oco 

Tchui x Yohola 

Tushatche x Emathla 

(OIA: Creek File H 7 (supplemental fil e) . ashington.) 
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