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Executive office 

Ta l lahassee 

Feb:Y 2nd. 1832 . 

Sir, ·"' 

The re solution o f the Council of the 23~d ultimo , re-
I 

quested me t o furnish "such inf ormation as I might have shew-

ing Dhe means of subs istence and the pre sent condition of the 

Florida Ind ians ." 
,; 

There are within this territory , between 

fo ur _and five thous and of this population . On these perhaps 

l/5th reside on t he Appal achi cola river, and the r es idue on 

the peninsula. An annu i ty of $5000 is paid to them by the . S . 

under the trea t y of oultrle Creek in 1823. Of this sum 1000 

~s pa i d t o the App alachicola towns and the remainder to the 

Seminol es . Ti s annui ty is to continue for t~enty years after 

t he date of the treaty . By it the . S. \ere bound to establ ish 

a school at the Agency , but it has not been Kept for several 

years owi ng I have unde rstood~ to the opposition of the In

di ans t o it . The Appalachicola ndians are perhaps some 1hat 
' 

.bett er off than the others . Five or six chi efs on the Apalachi-,. 
cola a r e possess ' d of c nsiderable property in lands r eserved 

to them by the treaty and i n f! tock; and some few negroes are ovmed 

amongs t them . There is considerabl e i mprove l and on ome o 

these reservations hich is rent ed to whites . The common n -

dians ane owever very drunken , lazy and worthles s , an in e d 

none of t hei r chief s are enti~ely exempt from these vices . In 

the d i s t r ibut i on of the annuity, some teh o.r fi f t en o the 

head chi ef s of both di visions , rece ve from $20 to $70 each , 
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the lesser chiefs from $5 to 9 20 , and the coomon indi ans 

gen erally between $3 and \4 . This di stribution is I have 

no doubt equi tably and properly made . The money is hovever 

of but lit t l e s e r v i ce to t h i nd i ans . Very f ew are in any 

wise provident , and the money .~ is generally Kept by them bu t 

a few hou r s or a t most but a fe w days . Bout one hal of the 

abl e bodied me n are possess ed of a rifl e or gun but their arms 

a re generally of little value . Those on the Appalachi cola , 

living i n the vi c i ni ty of num8rous settlements of bites can 

readily sell the ir game and sk i ns but the fac i i ty f or sale 

is not so gr eat nor the pr i ce pa i d as fair i n the Seminole 

nation. The poor est Apal achicola -indians when thei r co rn is 

exhausted which is generally t he case i n FebY or March a r e 

dep endent on t hei r Chiefs or a r e obl i ged to have r ecourse to 

hunting or working f or the ~hites , to procure a subs t ence . 

~hen t he r e i s scarcity amon t he Seminoles the ost ndigent 

a re dr i ven to t he coonty or bri a r roo t , the s our orange , and 

other ~i ld productions of t he Peninsula ; but i t has been 

stated a nd I d o not d oubt tha t eve ry year many of t hese mis -

erable c reat ure s actually peri sh fo r want ot proper su s t enance l 

Many who do not go down toward s the capes fo r t he coonty , wan-

d er out of t he bounds of the reserve nnd t hroughout the coun

try in large pa rti es under the pr et enc e of h t ng . The region 

betwee Os cilla and Suwannee, and between t he s uwannee and he 

St. Johns, an d beyond the St , J ohns towards the Atlantic is on 

th$se occasions overrun by them and large compani es ha ve encamped 

within twenty miles of thi s ci ty . Mhen they ar e near t he whit e 



settlements they creat great alarm and disquiet . I f drunk 

they are often insolent and ungovernable . The white set

tlers own thousand~ of cattle hogs &~ running at large in 

the extensive ranges over Vlhich the indians r oam , nd upon 

this stock great depredations are committed . Detection of 

the guilty Indian, is almost i mp ossible, and if detected 

no satisfactory redress is afforded to the owner of the 

stock stolen or killed . Nor is this the only evil . They 

set fire to the woods: fences are burnt, and the safety of 

houses jeopardized . In some i nstances corn fields have bee n plun-

dered and even personal outrage ommitted . The fi~ing on the 

coast afford them some aid . I have recently been informed 

that come twenty or thirty Seminoles are employed as fisher-

men and sailors on board the Spanish fishing vessels fre-

quenting our coasts an wh ch supply the fish markets of 

Havanna and atanzas . One half of the co n neces ry for the 

Semina es is not raised by them. They have not much land in 

cultiva tion, and t hey vill not devote any great attention to 

agriculture. A more vagabond _r ce do not exis t on the face 

of the earth than t he lo~er class of the Seminole s . Every 

year by the time their corn is gone and until the new crop 

in June or July, they go half starved . There are it is 

estimated three or four hundred negroes amon the nation . 

A few are owned by ind i ans to whom they are of no value , 

but many are run-aways from Georgia or Florida, and a very 

limited number are free. Those negroes have gr at influehce 

over them and in fact it is said control their Chiefs and 

councils. Very fe w of the lower chiefs are possessed of 



property to any amount; and compare to what should be the 

case, but little stock is reared or ovmed amongs t them . As 

these indians are now situated I am satisfied the attempt 

to keep them within the boundar i es of the reserve wil be use-

lefs unless they are f u rnishe with t he means of subsi s tence 

while there. They are driven from it by d ire necessity . Their 

roaming at large has been attributed to the absence of the 
but his · 

agent; wkese~res enc e would not r estra n them . Al l efforts 

to restrict them for the l ast three int rs have been i nef-

f ec tual. I t is due to the agent to tate that he s now a ay 

by permission of the Superintendent and w 1 spee il y return 

as soon as official busines ith the governm nt wh ch I am 

informed called htm to Va sh ngton , is completed . ihen he left 

the Territory Mr Sheffi eld the Sub- Agent ~as here but had he 

not been prevented by sickness \ould have gone do~ to the 

Agency forthwith. He left this city for that purpose l ast 

week, but has I am informed been taken dangerous ly ill on 

the road. 

The only hope for any good in regard to t his fal en and 

degrade remnant of a people once h gh spirited and of noble 

·character, is founde d upon their removal a t an early per od 

to the southwest of Arkansas , s~parat n t hem from the ne-

groes now amongst them, and keepin them from all intercourse 
' 

or association ith the whites. If they remain in F orida 

they will continue in the same distre ss ed s tuation an when 

their annuity ceases, eleven years hence , their wretchednes s 

will be complete. Difficulti es are al so to be apprehen ed 

between them and the white population near th m. Exc ited by 



their continued depredat i ons and outrages, the latter ar now 

restrained wi t h diffi culty f r om using the severest measures ; 

and if hostilities onc e b reak out , the fee l ing held towards the 

irldial)s is s uch , that i t i s to b e f eared they wou.ld c ease only 

with t he i r extermina tion ! But i f the pumane efforts ¢1 the 

general gove r nment are n ow using , in regard to the other tribes 

this side of the 1 issi s sippi , were extended to these , and their 

removal and se t tl ement ef fected ; there is room for hope , that 

they would be come a new people , recover the r ancient spirit , 

cast off the i r vic e s , and avoi d the certain f ate ·of total ex-

tinction wh j ch i/1¢~/i~~~i/~¢ inevi tably awaits them in Florida . 

Sundr y documents are transmitted to the house containing 

the data upon which some of the foregoing observations are made, 

and also l et ters and memorials throwing light on t his subject . 

Hon: A. Bel lamy 

Pres~ of the Council. 

I am respectfully 

yr Ob~ serv~ 

(Signed) James D. estcott . Junr 

(OIA: 1832 Appalachi colas ( Emi grati on ) Hon . J a s . M. mi te 
and others. Pape r s rel a t ve to removal . End orsement on above 
letter: "Copy of Message !'rom Acting Governor ." ) 



Sir. 

On Board deck/?/ Ambuscade 

on way to Charleston 

St Johns River 

1ay 15 - 1832 

I have only time to s ay that I have concluded a Treaty 

with the Seminol~s, ~ th the condition that -a deputation of 

Seven (7) confidential Chiefs , who have been designated 
Creek 

s houl d previ ousl y visit the~Country west of the Mifsifsippi 

& should it correspond with the representat ions made of it: 

t hen the agreement made is to be binding on the res pect ve 

part i e s - I ~rite , merely to communicate to you the above 

fact, tha t the appropriati.on necefsary to meet the expences 

of the exploring deputation , might be obtained before the 

adjournment of Congrefs, shou d I, by any accident , be pre 

vent ed reach ng Wash i ngton , before that per od - I am no~ 

on my way hope to anticipate this letter - if not, the 

appropriation may be obta ned in t i me for the party to go 

west; who are willing to o so in~ediately after the Green 

Corn dance , whi ch will commence nbout the 20h of next month -

The Chi efs have requested that their agent Ma jor Phagan 

should a ccompany them & the Government could not , at t his 

time, appoint a better agent -

The Hon 

S 0 War 

( OIA: 1832 
Negotation. 

Your respect fully 

J ame s Gadsden 

Seminoles ( Emigration) J a s. Gadsden , Com ' r . 
Le tter addressed to the Secretary of War . ) 



ashington D. C. 

June 29 - 32 

Sir 

Ma jor Phagan Seminole Agent - writes me that there is 

a sub Chief of that Tribe, by the name of Tulkee- Emathla, 

"who is desirous of going with the deputation to Arkansas -

"He has two sons and two uncles res iding in that country & I 

"think it would be good poli cy to let him go , as it will not 

"increase the expences but a mere trifle - He is a man of some 

"influence among his People , & having kindred in the Country 
him 

"would make more anxio us to move" - The above recommendation 
/' 

is submitted to your cons i deration-

I t will be necefsary to advance part or the whole of 

the estimat ed expence for the e~ploring party of Seminole 

Chiefs before they leave Florida , and as ajar Phagan, who 

ac com anies the expedition will be absent from the Agency 

for many months and will consequently have some preparatory 

arrangements to make , he has requested me to submit to your 

consideration the justice of a half years advance of his Sal -

ary on his departure -

As the Sub Agent's presence w 11 be necefsary at the 

Agency durin the absence of Major Phagan , it may become nec

efsary to make a temporary appointment fo the Appal checola , 

in which event I would submit to your notice, as a suitable 

Person for the office , and as one iR wbom confidence may be re -

posed, r JID s Pope who res ides in that neighbourhood and may 

be addrefsed at Aspalafa Gadsden County Flori da 

Respec tfully yours 

J Gansden 

OIA: 1832 Seminoles (Emigration) J a s.Gadsden Com'r. Negot ation . 
er addressed to Lewis Cass.) 
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.las affa -

Febr 5 - 33 

Sir 

Si nce - r itin the encl osed I have received a communication 

from Ma jor Phagan who had arrived wi th his party of Seminole chiefs 

at Cant Onment Gibson - He repor ts that i n consequence of the near 

afsemblage of the Commifsione r s , t he Indi ans had not as yet been 

abl e to t o examine the count r y t o be allotted them - They had been 

on a v i s i t however among the Creeks & were shortly to go on a 

great Buffa l oe hunt ~est - On the whole the Major thinks that w th 

t he exc ept i on of the want of wooded land , an objection I believe 

which has bee n made by t he Creeks, the Seminoles are much pleased 

with the country ( the soil & water in particular) , an that there 

will be no d iffi cul ty in consummat i ng the agreement made at Paynes 

land ing i n May l a st . 

Respectful ly 

( OI A: 1833 
emigration. 

Semi nol e s ( Emi gration) 
No encl osure i n f ile . ) 

Letter addre ssed to Lewi s Cass . 

Your Ob St 

James Gadsden 

J a s . Gadsden . Relat i ng to 

lil 



(unofficial) 

Fort Gibson, April 3 , 1833 . 

Dear Sir , 

The Seminole Agent Ma jor Phaghan , i s about leaving thi s 

vicinity on his return to Florida, with the Delegat i on under his 

charge . He has necefsarily been detained much longer i n this 

country than was anticipated , i n consequence of the d fficulties 

between the Creeks & Cherokees not being settled till the middle 

of Febry , by whi ch the former was afsigned a Country , embracing 

a home for the Seminole Nat i on , agreeably to the i r Treaty wit 

the U. States at Payne 's landing . No time was lost , after the 

conclusion of.the late Treaty with the Creeks , by the Seminole 

Deligation , in examining the country allotted to them under tlie 

provisions of that Treaty. They returned a few days ago , after 

an absence of thirty two days on their exploring expedit on; 

and have made choice of a country between the main Canadi an & 
mouth of Little River , 

North fork , extending vest from the e R~e about _25 miles, with 

which they appear to be much pleased ; and have entered i n t o an 
the 

agreement with~Commifsioners to accept of this location provided 

satisfactory arrangements to remove them be made by the govt . 

This agreement I will forward to you in a day or two . 

You will perceive by the agreement ith the Semi noles , 

that they have exprefsed a ~ ish that a jor Phagan sh~ be ap

pointed their emigratjng Agent . They desired to make the i r 

removal dependent upon this c ontingency, but we r e advised to 

leave the matter open to your decision upon their wishes. 

These people are strongly attache to Ma jor Phagen, and he 

1-1·· 



appears to have t hei r interests & welf a r e deeply a t heart , ith

out losing sight of the i n t e r ests of the govt . Govr Stokes , the 

old, excell ent & s t eady f ri end of us all, wrote a letter a few 

days ago on t h is s ubj ec t in ~hich I heart i ly concur . Lieut . 

Ste ins, the gentleman r ecommended as Major P ' s afsistant , i s 

a Lieutenant i n Capt . Boone ' s Company of Rangers . He is a gen

tleman of talents, solid acquirements, and , from all i nform -

tion I can obtai n , of unbl emi shed moral character . He is young & 

act ive , a pr actical s urveyor & excellent Voods- man . The Commif 

sioners have empl oyed h i m on several oc casions to run short 1 nes 

for t he purpose of asc ertai ning certa n boundaries , & have found 

h i m t o be capable, oblig i ng f a i thful to his duty . He was vith 

t he expl or i ng party , i n command of a detachment of Rangers , as 

well in this r ecen t as on a former oc asion , & the Chiefs have 

i n t heir Talk wi t h t he Commifs i oners exprefsed a deep solicitude 

that he s~ould be appoi nted as one of the agents to conduct 

t hem here . 

Si ncerely desi rous that every thing connected ~ith the 

Ind i a n s should afsume a n ew & pr osperous aspect under your admin

istrat i on , I h ave t ak en the liberty of writing you this let er , 

recommending t wo off cers to your f avorable consideration . I be

lieve Major Phagen is a n honest, fa i thful & vigilant pu lie of

ficer, and inur ed as he is to f at i gue & a woodsman ' s lif e the govt . 

could not procure a man better calcul ated for the office of emi 

gratin~ agent for t he Seminoles. If i t does not i nterfer e ith 

the ope r at i ons of the Dept . I th i nk that he wil l be appo nted 

I ~ 
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and should it be necefsary to hav e a di sburs i ng agent taken from 

the army, Lieut. Steins wC: d o credit t o that appt . I f , however, 

that appointment cannot be made from among the officers of the 

Rangers, I wC: v ery resp ectfully recommend him fo r the next of-

fice under Maj. Phagen, be l iving that he is eminently quali

fied for the Station & that hi s appointment will be univers -

ally popular in t h is Country . 

Govr cars 

In haste , Very truly & respectfully 

Y: kind & obt st 

S . C. Stambaugh 

(OIA: 1833 Seminole s (Emi gration) S . C. Stambaugh, Sec 1y f o 
Comm'rs. Reports.) 



Washington , Sep~er 2 , 1833 . 

Sir, 

I enclose you a Treaty made by the Commifsioners with the 

Seminole Delegation at Fort Gibson , in March last , afsigning the 

seminole Nation a Country est of the Mifsifsippi; with the pro

ceedings in Council upon that subject . The basis of this ar

rangement is ful ly explained in the late Treaty made ith the 

Creek Indians, and the Report of the Commifsioners of April 2~d 

submitting it to you , for the consideration of the President 

. and Senate: and it i s unnecefsary for me to do more now, on th s 

point, than call your attention to these papers . I will , how

ever, take the liberty of respectfully & earnestly urging the 

Speedy the Speedy removal of the Semi~oles, from Florida to the 

new home provided for them in the Creek country, by this Treaty . 

The land allotted to them i s of the very best quality in the 

Territory, and was selected by themselves after a long and care-

tul examination made ~ith the advice & afsistance of the Commif-

sioners, after the conclusion of the Creek Treaty. This arrange-

ment may, therefore, be considered a happy confirmat ion of all 

the engagement s made between the U.s. and Seminole Tribe with 

respect to their location ~est of the ifsifsippi river: But, 
aware 

you areAof the superst i tious feelings of these people - You know, 

too, how easily those feelings can be operated upon by designing 

men - and there may be some men , having i nfluence over these peo

ple, who may from selfish motives, advise them not to accept the 

liberal provi sion made for them by the government , should their 

removal be postponed any length of time . Hence , in my opinion , 

the sooner they can be removed the be tter; to which subject I 

1 4'· I 



ery respectfully call your a t t ention. 

A copy of the Seminol e Treat y was forwarded to you , imme

diately after it was concluded i n March last , which I presume 

you received in due time. 

Hon. Lewis Cafs, 

Sety of War. 

I am very resp ec t fully , 

Your Ob~ Ser~ 

S . C. Stambaugh 

Sety Com . In~ Affrs 

(OIA: 1833 Seminol es ( Emi grat i on) S . C. Stambaugh , Sec' y to Comm'rs 
Reports.) 

1 1!111 · · .. ) .' 
\... ; 



Was if sa 

Decb 4 . 1833 

Sir 

The enclosed letter from Capt Graham the commanding of

ficer at the Seminole Agency, a s containing some suggestions 

worthy of consideration, I have taken the liberty of transmitting 

to you - The fact of the s tarving condition of the Seminoles , I 

think, with Capt Graham, may be taken advantage of in facilitat

ing the removal of the Ind i ans - Those in the greatest distrefs, 

may no doubt be induc ed to mi grate so soon as the agents of 

government can make the nec efs ary preparations & be furnished 

with the funds requ isi te to meet the expenditures -

I trust therefore that the treaty concluded will be pre-

sented to t h e Senat e for an early ratification & that all ar-

rangements for its speedy execution will be matured , before 

the interference of priva t e ind i v i duals can influence the sem-

inoles to an opposi t ion - There will be no difficulty, if the 

Agent on whom may devolve the trust of executing the treaty 

acts with decision and r ece i ves instructions of s i milar import 
. 

to those sent the Executive of the Territory in relat ion to 

Blunt - There should be no temporising with the Indians, or 

any encouragement g iven them of the least pofsibility of a 

change of the compact they hav e entered into - I t ake the 

liberty of mentioning thi s, fr om the knovm fact that already 

have emifsaries been a ctive in persuading the Indians that 

they have made a bad bargain & that i f they resis t aompli ance 

with the terms of t h is agr eement ; one more f avourable will be 

granted them -

lG-



The statement in relat~on to Capt Page I believe to be 

correct - He acted for some time as Sub agent of Indian affairs 
have 

in the Seminole nation & I eelieve understood, is not_ only well 

acquainted with the head and subordinate chiefs , but is in 

good favo r with them - I ent ertain very little doubt but that 

his services might be found valuable in the capacity recommended 

by Capt Graham -

The deep int rest I take in the removal of our Red 

Bretheren from the Territory: of seeing consummated , the work 

which I commenced , is my only apology for the frequent & pro-

bably troublesome, communications addrefsed to your Dept by 

Your most Ob Sert 

James Gadsden 

The Honbl L Cafs 

Sec War 

(OIA: 1833 Florida (Indian s) Capt . ~ . M . Graham U. S. A. Report . ) 
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COPY 

Tallahefsee May 16~~ 1834 

Gen}, Wiley Thompson 

Ag~, for the Florida Indians 

Dear Sir 

M~, Charles Austin (a gentleman of this place) 

retu1~ed on yesterday evening from New Orleans and brings 

us news from Col~ Blunt and his party which i s truly dis-

trefsing. He states that some person followed the Col 

to new Orleans and prefsed a claim for two thousand dol 

lars which was paid by Blunt and a rec~ taken as he sup-

posed in full of all demands . He afterwards had h i m taken 

and put into the callaboose and succeeded in obtaini ng three 

thousand dollars more from hin1 . - Col~ Blunt it appears be-

came wrecklefs, turned into dissipation and died , and his 

party was encamped on some plantation near New Orleans , a 
( numbe r of whom had fallen victims to the Cholera , and the 

balance left a drift as it ere upon an unfeeling world , 

as a Ship at sea demas~d and without a rudder . 
I 

I have g iven you this information as early as pofsi -

ble distrefsing as it is and do trust in God that some 

plan may be adopted by hich the scoundrel may be brought 

to Justice and this wretched people restored as far as 

pofsible to that happinefs which they are ent i t led 

I have the hono r to be 

very ~ : s pectfully 

- Your ob~ sev~ 

D,M,Sheffield Sub Ind~, Agt 



P.S. I have no doubt the person alluded to is that man 

Price who came with his claim after Col~ Blunt at Apala

chicola Bay, but I am informed by ; Austin that in New 

Orleans he went by another name 

D, M, S 

(OIA: 1834 Apalachicolas ( Emigration) Viley Thompson . Blount ' s 
robbery and death reports.) 
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Alexandria Louisiana June 3 1834 

Sir 

You will receive enclosed a petition from the Apel atch 

Nation of Indians residing in this State and parish, signed 

by the principal Men of the Nation. you will see their ob

ject in their petition please have it layd before the Pres

ident of the United States, Those Indians have considera

ble sums of money due them and they ar unable to collect it 

for the want of an agent to represent them in our courts 

of Justice; I am in hopes the executive will do something 

for these people, they ar Industrious and lives by culti

vating the soil. 

I am Very Respectfully 

Sir 

Your Obt svt. 

The Hon Lewis McLane 

Secretary of State 

Washington City 

L Bailey 

(OIA: 1834. Appalachees. L. Bailey. Petition of Indians.) 



Elberton 10~~ June 1834 

Sir 

On the fourteenth of last month while on my way to , 

and within one hundred and fifty miles of this place my 

horse ran away with me in my Sulkey , from which disaster 

I have barely escaped with life. The accident happened 

within three quarters of a mil e of Hawkinsville on the 

Oakmulgee R ver in Georgia where I was con~ined until the 

twenty fifth. By hired, and the easiest modes of convey-

ance I could obtain I reached my residence on yesterday . It 
to 

is impofsible to conjecture when I shall be able to resume 
~ 

the duties o~ my office as I now suffer much and am very feeble . 

On my arrival here I received a letter from the Sub Agent M~, 

D, M, Sheffield (of which you have a copy enclosed) which 

tells a sad tale of the ruin of the Chief Col , John Blunt , 

and (I fear) the destruction of the whole band . The villian 

alluded to in the Sub Agent ' s letter attempted to enforce a 

fraudul ent Judgement against Blunt while the Indians were af-

sembled at Apalachicola Bay . I told him and his Attorney that 

the Indi ans were there in pursuanc e of Treaty stipulations, 

that they we re under the protection of the United States , and 

not subject to the Jur isdiction of the Territory. That any 

and all claims against the Indians ought accordin to 1 

and the regulations of the War Department to be submitted 

to the Agent whose duty it would be to lay the subject be

fore the Department; that he had not so exhibited his claim; 

and that I was determined the Treaty should not be broken 
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up or frustrated; and that I had on mature reflection re-

solved to resist forcibly any attempt to attach Blunt or 

his property, if unfortunately there should be found an in

dividual in office ~o ignorant as to ifsue a procefs. The 

villian and his counsel pretended to compromise by an under-

standing between us that the claim with the evidence i n sup

port of i t should be immediately submitted to me , and by me 

reported to the Department; and i f allowed to be paid out 

of the Annuity yet due to those Indians . But as this 

wretch (Price) was proverbially a vil l ian I was distrust -
Blunt 

ful of him and admonished of the danger of· his being fol-

lowed to New Orleans; and , for the purpose of eluding the 

rascal I directed the Captain of the Vessel chartered b, the 

Indians to transport them to that City , to stop some fifty 

or sixty miles below the city where I would meet , pay them off , 

and give them an opportunity of escaping through the Bayous 

which connect the Mifsifs ipp i river ~ ith Bayou Chafilia . 

On my arrival in New Orleans I found that the vessel had 

approached to with i n t welve miles of the city I therefore 

sent for the Chiefs paid them off in the Bank , and with all 
on 

the force I could i mprefsed , t hem the eminent danger they 

would be in by delaying their departure , as they could no 

longer have my protection, and urged them to depart imme

diately . I gave them a pafsport a copy of which you have 

enclosed, and they promptly set out f or their camp below 

for the purpose of recommencing the i r Journey i mmediately , 

and the same instant I .set out on my way to Tallahafsee . 
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Unfortunately ( a s it seems ) they loitered until that ~ell 

monst er visited de st r uc t i on upon them . hy Slept the venge-

ful thunders when God ' s throne was insulted by the perpetra-

tion of such a deed . The ways of Providence are insc ruta-

ble. The vill i an Price did not pretend to a claim exceed-

ing t h ree or f our hundred dollars . The publication which 

I made i n the Apalachicola paper a printed copy of which I 

enclo sed t o y ou on the 6~~ Ult was induced principally by 

the conduct of that unprincipled wretch . Allow me respect 

fully to submit t o you that some measures should be promptly 

taken not only to detect thi s scoundrel and bring him to mer

ited punishment , but to protect and direct the remnant of the 

band of Indi ans who may possibly yet be in the neighborhood 

of New Orl eans. I have always looked upon it as a defect in 

t he Treaty with Blunt and Elliott which might prove disas 

trout, t hat i t provided no protection for the Indi ans during 

their emigration . ·If it was made the duty of some enterpris 

ing inte l ligent person to investigate the transactions con

nected wi th that foul deed , he might be able to detect the 

villian and perhaps recover the money or a part of it , if 

the individual before whom the affidavit was made by which 

Blunt wa s i mprisoned , could be induced to accompany the of

ficer fo r t he purpose of i dentifying the person of the Swin-

dler. The man Pr i ce lives in Alabama on or near the Ghatta-

hoochee river. The United State s i nterpret er (Stephen Rich-

ards) knows Pri ce, and I thi nk i t wi l l be an easy matter to 
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detect him i f indeed he is the i ndi vi dua l who under another 

name as it is alledged, committed the horri d deed . I will 

promptly apprise you of such an improvement of my health , as 

will Justi~y my l eavi ng home . If it should become import-

ant fo r me t o return to the Agency earlier , do me the favour 

to apprise me of it ,and I wi ll make an effort to return . I 

am barely able t o make the very rough draft from which this 

is a copy by the hand of a ~riend . - I have the honor to be . -

Respectfully 

Your Ob~ sev~ 

Wil ey Thonpson 

Agt for Fla Indns 

M;, Elbert Herring 

(OIA: 1834 . Apal achicolas ( Emigration) Viley Thompson . Blount ' s 
robbery and death r eports . ) 
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Alberton 

J uly 15th 1834 

Sir 

Your l etters of the 5th & 7th inst were r e ceived by l ast 

mail. 

The prompt itude & energy with which the Secret ary of Var 

acted upon the i nformation I gave to the Depart ment r e lat i ve 

to the disastrous fate of C6·1 Blunt & h i s part y , afford s me 

much gratification 

I have very little doubt of t he correctnef s of my sus 

picion that "Price has been t h e guilty Agent" and t hat it will 

be in my power to asce_tain the f act . I have a l re ady insti

tuted enquiries through the Sub- Agent r r Sheffi eld, and the 

Interpreter Mr Richards . Noth ing could a fford me great er 

greatification than to be instrumental i n br i nging to merited 

punishment, the human Vulture who has t h is preyed upon the 

vitals of an unprotected, unoffend i ng band of Savages whose 

principal Chi ef had be en so steady & gallant a fri end to the 

United tates in the lat e .ifar : more esp ecially if I could 
the money 

wring~from his clutches, as that ~ ould to r tur e his d i mi nutive , 

avoricious, sordid soul, mor e than a ny other puni shment in 

the power of man to inflict . 

By looking on the Map you will see that the section of 

country where I could operate with the greatest probability 

of succefs is remote from the Seminole Agency 

The Villian, Price lives in Alabama on or near the 

Chattahoochee river not far above the Florida line, perhaps 
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not lefs than t h r ee huhdred mil es from the seminol e Agency . 

The scene of vi l l any i s the immediate neighberhood of ew 

Orl eans; an d it ma y b e that the Ind i ns remaining on t~e 

Apalachicola & Chat tehoo chee rivers within the limits of 

F lorida, o r some of the whites that surround them, can af-

ford usefull infor mati on upon the subject - If it is my duty 
point s 

to visit a l l or either of those~for the purpose of detecting 

the villain, it will be proper for me to act under i nst uc-

t)ons to that effect as it will involve the necefsity of ex

p en d i ture of public money 

On my arrival at the Agency I will promptly and to the 

utmos t o f my ski ll , pursue y our i nstructions of the 7th inst 

It i s my duty to the Department as well as to myself howeve r 

to p res e nt to you some reasons which greatly excite my fears 

t h at the p r oposition of the ~/estern· Creeks wil l not b e kindly 

r e ceived by the Seminole Ind ians; and if added to the i mpref 

sion whi ch the d i sastrous fate of Blunt & his party may have 

upon their minds , may interpose insuparable obsticles to 

t hei r mi grat i on . 

By r efference to my report addrefsed to the late Superin

tend a nt of I ndian Affairs in F lorida detailing the causes of 

host i lity among the Seminole I ndians to t heir cont emplate d 

removal, you will find that the cla im set up by the Creek 

Nation to a c onsiderable numb P- r of Slaves no w held by the 

Seminole s was enumerated as a leading one . If as a distinct 

body under the protec ti on & c ontroul of their own Chiefs -

located on t h e Te r r i t ory afsign ed to them adjoi ning the 
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• 

Cr eeks , the Seminoles would be a£fraid t hat a general Council 
• • of the two Tribes would depr i ve them of the l aves i n ques-

tion; i t s eems to me that the i r £ ears coul d not f a i l to be 

greatly increased by a promiscuous i ntroduct i on of them 

among the Creeks , which would reduc e their Chiefs to pri

vates, and sub j ect them and t heir Slave s mor e certainly to 

the enti re cont roul of th Cr eek s . Beside s , i t i s t o be 

fea red that t h e idea of the degradat i on of the i r Chiefs by 

promi scuous set tlement among t he Cr eeks , wi ll greatly i n 

crease thei r hostili t y to emi gra t i on. Such a proposit i on 

f rom the Creeks to t he Seminoles , unauthorised by the Govern-

ment would I apprehend , excite the i r suspicion: how much more 

so, if made t hrough the Government . Although according to 

the Treaty the Semi nole I ndi ans are entitled to a section 

of count1~ which ¥n ll admi t of their location as a distinct 

body, yet I think t he Treaty susceptable of a reasonable -

inde ed a li teral construction which will unit e them & the 

Creeks a s one Nat i on , and subj ect the whole to the controul 

of the r esident Agent for the creeks : And it does seem to 

me that the Amalgamat i on propo~ed by the Creek Ch efs can be 

attempted ~ it h a greater probability of succefs , when the · 

Seminoles shal l h ave arrived at , or i n the neighberhood of their 

new home : then the propos i t on could be made without the risk 

of perplexing consequences: And if it is int ended that the 

Territor y s e t apa rt o the Semi noles shal in any event be 

added t o t he Creek Country , a prop os i tion from the Creeks , 

that the t wo Tr i bes should intermingle would probably meet 

with succefs , especially i f a Treaty bet,ueen them could be 

.• 
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effected by which Slaves and hono r•ary d i stinctions would be 

secured to the Seminoles -

I t r ust that my anxiety t o ef fect the obj ect of the 

Government, and to meet the expectat i ons of the Department , 

will be an accep t able appology f or the interces ion of my op-

inion upon the subj ect. I t i s my duty to present the propo-
bri ng 

sition to t he Indians, and I wi l l to its discharge all th 

skill and addrefs I am capable of, fo . t h e purpose (if pof

sible) of avoid ing the ev l s which I anticipate -

Shall I afsemble , t h e Indi ans for the purpose of present

ing the proposition, o wi ll a con ocation of the Chiefs suf

fice? I presume i t will be my duty in either case to supply 

them with provisions whi l e af sembled . 

I have not yet h ad occasion to test the capacity apti -

tude of Cudjoe the Inter preter for the Seminole Nation: he 

is a Negro rais ed among the I ndians , and consiquently has 

but a limi ted kno wl edge of the i mport and force of the Eng

lish language. I am f earf ul l t hat he would be def cient on 

critical & delicate subject s , such as the propositions to 

be addrefsed t o the Semi noles at the instance of the West-

ern Creeks; i th many others whi ch may arise out o the 

operations conne cted with the removal of the former . 

Stephen Richar ds , the Interpreter , i n the ne i ghberhood of 

the Apalachicola Indi ans i s the best I ever heard ; but the 

employment of hi s servic es at 'the Agency would impose on 

the Depa rtment t he ne cefsi ty of pa, i ng hi s expenses which 

would perhaps be considerable , a s he l ives near three 

hundred miles f r om the Agency : And yet h s servi ce s may be 

important 



The Sub Agent Mr Pope resides i n the neighberhood of 

the Apalachicola Indians, and was , a s I understand , appointed 

for their sp ecial benefit. [r Sheff i eld the other Sub Agent 

lives in Tallahafsee near t 10 hundr ed Mi les from the Agency 

It was thought by the late Superintendant Govr Duvall exped

ient to station him there . I am decidedly of opinion that 

he could render much more efs ential service , were he located 

at or near the Agency , and hope such will in future be his 

location -

I have not been able to obtain a Volumn of Indian 

Treaties, & l aws of Congrefs connected with the Indian De 

partment Do me the favour to enclose one for the use of 

the Agency . 

On the 6th of May last, I addrefsed to you a report 

of my performance of the various duties afsigned to me by 

instructions from the up erintendent , accompani ed by quar

terly Abstracts, accounts cur ent &C &C . Do me the favour 

to let me know whether t he packet has been re ceived , and 

was satisfactory . 

Should it be thought advisable fo me to prosecute 

p ersonally, an enquiry into t he circumstances which proved 

fatal to co1 Blunt and so disast rous to hi s party , I vould 

save some time & expense , by going di r ect fr om my resid

ence to the section of country in which Price lives, and 

to the Indian reserves on the Apalachicola river . 

It would be highly imprudent f or me to s et out under 

eight or ten days as I am yet feeble (though my health is 



nearly restored) and the weather very warm . I have rode out 

twice since I arrived at home a mil e each time (the last this 

morning) and wa s considerably fatigued by it. I have there-

fore concluded to defer starting untlll you favour me with 

instructions upon the various points which I have presented 

to you, as your reply to this may reach me in eighteen or 

t wenty days- Besides, I have yet had no intimation of my re 

appointment to the Agency , except indeed the fact that your 

letter of instructions of the 7th ins~ bears a date subsi -

quent to the expiration of my commifsion-

If the Secretary of far can indulge me with permifsion 

to remain at home untill the first of September I shall esteem 

it a singular favour , as I am really very much affraid that a 

return to Flori da during this excefsive hot weather would , 

under existing c i rcumstances , prove fatal to me- If hovever 

it s hould be thought important for me to return earlier, I 

will not shrink from my duty -

Plea se to favour me with an early r ply 

Mr Elbert Herring 

Very respectfully 

Your obt Sevt 

\'· iley Thompson 

(OIA: 1834. Apalachicolas ( 1migration) 1iley Thompson . Blount ' s 
robbery and death reports.) 
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New Orleans 17th July 1834 

Dear Sir 

I had the pleasure of receiving your s of 3oth June but 

a few days ago and immediately on my arrival in town made all 

enquiry relative to Col Blunts businefs that I could, and af-

ter searching several Court Records I at last remembered that 

I had a particular friend who is engaged in the 1t Jud~ Dis-

trict Court, to whom I made the application and he searched 

the Records, and the enclosed is his letter to me on the sub

ject - which you must consider so far Confident! 1 as not to 

tell that the information came from one connected with the 1t 

Judt District Court - I called several times at Mr Sterrets 

office to have an interview with him, but found he is still 

in the country, and will probably not return for a week and 

a half. I am just going to start for Natchez & will r eturn 

in that time also, and shall be happy to have any further 

communication with you you may think proper . If you have to 

employ a Lawyer I would recommend my friend Randal Hunt Esq . 

Canal Street 

W~ J. Beattie who is mentioned in the letter I cannot 

find nor hear anything about - I presume he resides out of 

the city - If I could have seen Sterret, I could learn from 

him - In haste I remain 

Yours sincerely 

J w. Watt 

(OIA: 1834. Apalachicola (Emigr.) Wiley Thompson. Papers 
rel. to Blount's arrest in New Orleans. Above letter is 
addressed to David M. Sheffield.) 
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New Orleans Ju~y 22d 1834 

Sir, 

Your l ette r of the 2&June and the documents therein 

enclosed have been rec~ and Strict enquiries made, according 

to your r eques t, the result of which I now cormnunicate - In 

order t h at you may f ully und erstand the matter , I enclose a 

copy of t he petition presented to our State Dist r ict Court , 

by Cochrane one of the Chiefs of the Seminole Indians , 

which set s forth· the nature of his cla 1m . Upon the pre

sentat ion of this petit i on s worn to by a person Styling 

him s elf 1illiam Beattie , agent for Cochrane , Blunt & 

Osia Ha ja, or Davy were arrested until they shou~d g ive 

secur i ty t o pay such j udgment as the court might render 

upon a f i nal de termination of the case . This Blunt & 

Davy could not do - They had no acquaintances or f r iends 

here, & ther efore went to prison, It was in April this 

Suit was insti tuted , and our Courts , adjourn on the first 

of July to t he fi rs t of November of each year- Under 

these circums t ances, both being in jail , and all the evi -

dence b whi ch t hey calcul ated to defeat Cochranes claim 

being out of thi s State , and of course would have had to 

be taken under a did i mus ; this would delay the case for 

perhaps (r fo r ty or f i fty days & thus the f i rst of July 

been near at hand, and the docket being crowded with causes , 

left but a ba re possib i l ity of the ir case being tri ed be -

fore at least Demt. fo l lowi ng ; they we 1~e dri ven to the 

necefsity of Compromising wi th this Beat t i e by paying 

3 r .· 
w 



him about ~2000 in money & delivery sales of two slaves 

estimated at ~~1000. mor e & thus procured their release -

They were well treat ed while confined & suffered none from 

sicknefs- Two or t hree days after their release, they & 

their tribe depa rted up the Mi fs i fsipp i in their boats , as 

far as Plaquemin, about one hundred miles from this place , 
:/ thence down t hat Stream a cr ofs the l akes into Bayou Teche , 

and up that Bayou to Opelou sas, whence they travelled by 

land to their place of destination . 

It wa s a very hard case for Blunt , and he appeared to 

suffer g r eatly in h i s mi nd but not otherwise . The accounts 

you appear to have rece ived are greatly exagerated . Not 

one of the par ty died or we r e Sick So far as I can learn . 

Thei r money was ext ort ed & this may be said to be the sum 

total of thei r wrongs & sufferings . 

ble 
Hon. Lewis Cass, 

SecY at War 

Very respectfully 

Yr Obt st 

fo r H Carleton Dist Aty 

H Lockett . 

Wa shington Uity 

(OIA: 1834. Apalachicolas. H. Locket t . Blount not dead . ) 



BE IT REMEMBERED that on the ninth day of April in the year 

of our Lord 1834 into the District Court in & for the first 

Judicial Di strict of the State of Loui siana , holden in the 

City of New Orleans, came Coa Thlocco or Cockrane Chief of 

the Siminole Indians for himself & connexions by G. R. Ster

rett his At torney & filed the following Petition , towi t 

PETITION 

To the Hon . the Judge of the District Court for the l~t 

Judicial Distric t of the tate of Louisiana: The Pet ition of 

Coa Thlocco or Cockrane chief of the Siminole Indians of 

Ma con County State of Al abama in his own right & as repre 

sentative of the connexions of his tribe; -

Respectfully Shows, that John Blunt & Osia Haj o or Davy 

now with in the jurisdiction of this Hon Court a re justly in

debted to your Petit i oner i ndi vi dually and in his capacity 

aforesaid in the sum of Six thousand five hundred dollars be 

ing the one half of the sum received by said Blunt & Ha jo un

der a Treaty entered into between the United States and the 

Chiefs and the Agent of the Government of the U S. at Talla-

hafsee on the day of October 1832 whereby they then ceded 

to the United States the lands granted them under the treaty 

of September 1822 made at Camp Moultrie, which s a i d sum the 

said Blunt & Hajo refuse or neglect to pay over tho' amical 

ly requested. Your Petr. fur ther that said Blunt & Haja are 

nonresidents and are about to remove from the State without 

leaving in it sufficient property to satisfy t he i r demand. 
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Wherefore he prays that t he premi ses & annexed Affidavit 

considered the said John Bl unt & Osia Hajo or Davy may 

be arrested & held to ba i l ; that they may be cited to 

appear & answer this Petition and that after due pro

ceedings had t he r e may be Judgment in his favor in his 

own name & in h i s ca pacity afores<f for the s<f sum of 

$6500 together wi th I nt erest & costs of suit & for all 

such other relief as the nature of his & their case may 

require. 

Coa Thlocco 

Cockrane &C 

v 

John Blunt & 

a l i a s ) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 

a l ) 

( s i gd) G R Sterrett 

for Ptf . 

AFFIDAV I 'l' 

Distri ct Court 

~illiam J Beatt i e , Agent for Coa Thlocco or Cockrane 

(chief of the Semi nol e · Indians acting for himself , & con

nexions being duly swor n deposes & says that John Blunt 

& Osia Hajo or Davy are justl y indebted to sai d Chief and 

connexions in t he sum of ~~ 6500 which said sum is really 

due & owing; that he verily believes t hat said Blunt & 

Osia Hajo or Davy are about to remove from t he s t ate 

without leaving in it sufficient property to satisf y 

this demand, and that he does not take this oath wi th 

the intention of vexing sd Defendants but only in or -



der to secure said Demand 

Sworp to & Subscribed 

before me this 8 day of 

April 1834 

(Sigd) Jno L. Lewis 

Clk 

) 
) 
) (sigd) W. J Beattie · 

ORDER 

It is ordered that the Defendants Jno Blunt & Osia 

Hajo or Davey be arrested and held in custody till they 

shall give security in manner and form as the Law directs . 

8 April 1834 

(sigd) Jno L . Lewis 

CI TATION 

State of Louisiana 

First Judicial District Cour t 

Mr John Blunt now within the Jurisdiction of this Court . 

You are hereby summoned to comply with the demand contained 

in the Petition of which a copy accompanies this Citation, 

or deliver your Andrew to the same in the offi ce of the Clerk 

of the 1~t Judt Distr ict Cour t in the City of New Orleans in 

10 days after the Service hereof 

Yitnefs the Hon . C. Yatts Judge of the said Court the 



g~h day of April 1834 

(s igd) Jno L Lewi s 

Coa Thlocco or Cockrane ) Clk 

& connecl?'s 
) 

for himself ) 
) 

v )No 11258 
) 

Jolin Blunt & Osia Hajo ) 
) 

or Davey ) 

Sheri ff ' s Return 

Re ceived April gth 1834 and on the same day ser ved copy 

of Ci tat i on & Af f i davi t on t he Defendant in person Retd April 

11th 1834 

(sigd) J. H. Holland 

Dep Shff 

CI TATI ON 

St a t e of Louisiana 

First Judi cial Di stri ct Court 

Mr . Ozi a Ha jo or Davey now within the Juri sdiction of 

this Cour t: You ar e hereby summoned t o comply with the de-

mand conta i ned in the Pet ition of which a copy accompani e-s 

this Citation , or· del i ver yoUP Answer t o the same in the 

office of the Cl erk of t he l~t Jud~ Dist r i c t Court i n the 

City of New Orleans in 10 d~ aft er the servi ce hereof 

"Jitnefs the Hon C Vatts Judge of the sC: Com .. t t he g~h 

day of April 1834 . 

Coa Thlocco or Cockrane ) (sigd) Jno . L. Lewis 
) 

f or himself & connexions) 
v ) 

John Blunt &: Osia Haj o ) 
) 

or Davey 



SHERIFffi RETURN 

Received April gth 1834 and on the same day served 

copy of Citation & Affidavit on the Defendant in person 

Retq April *Q 11th 1834 

(sigd) J. H. Holland 

DY. Shff 

RIT OF BAIL 

First Judicial District Court 

The State of Louisiana 

To the Sheriff of the Parish of Orleans, Greeting 

Co a Thlocco or Cockrane ) You are hereby commanded in the 

oonns 
) 

for himself & ) name of the State of Louisiana 
) 

and of the 1st. Jud~ v ) District 
) 

John Blunt & Osia Hajo ) Court of said St a te, to arrest 
) 

or Davey ) body of the Defendant John Blunt 

& him confine till he shall give sufficient security that 

he shall not depart from said State without the leave of 

our Court 

Witnefs the Ron C ~atts Judge of our Court this 8 

day of April in the year or our Lord 1834 and in the 58 

year of the Independence of the United States. 

(sigd) Jno. L Lewis 

Clerk 
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SH'ERIFFS RETURN 

Reed. April ath 1834 and on the same day arrested the Defend-

ant from whence he was released on the 10 of the same month 

Retd Apl. 11, 1834 

( Sigd) J H Holland 

DY Shff 

WRIT OF BAIL 

First Jud1 District Court 

The State of Louisiana 

To the Sheriff of the Parish of Orleans Greeting 

Coa Thlocco or Cockrane ) You are hereby commanded in the 
) 

for himself & connexions) name of the tate of Louisiana 
) 

the l~t Judl v ) & of District Court 
) 

John Blunt & Osia ) to arrest the body of the Defend-
) 

Hajo or Davey ) ant Osia Hajo OI' Davey and him 

confine till he shall give security that he shall not de

partment said State without t~e leave of our s~ Court. 

Witnefs the Hon C Watts Judge of our s~ Court this 

8 day of April in the yr of our Lord 1834 & the seth yr 

of the Independ~6 of the U States 

(Sigd) Jno L Lewis 

Clk 

SHERIFFS RETURN 

Received April ath 1834 & on the same day arrested 

the De~~ from whence he was released on the 10~hor same 



month 

Coa Thlocco & 

v 

John Blunt & 

Haja or Davy 

Ret~ Apl. 11, 1834 

( S igd) JBe H. Holland 

ORDER 0 DISCONTINUANCE 

al ) On motion of . R. Sterrett 
) 
) Esq of Counsel f or the Plff 
)No. 

Osia) It is ordered by the Court 
)11258 
) that this c a se be d iscontinued. 

STATE OF LOUISIANA 

First Judicial Distr ict Court 

I hereby certify that t he above & four preceding pages 

do contain a ~ull and compl e te Transcript of the proce edings 

had in the case where n Coa Thlocco or Cockrane (for h i m-

self & connexions) is Pltff and John Blunt & Osia Hajo or 

40 

Davy are Def endants & on the files of t his Court under 0 11258 . 

In Te stimony whereof I have hereunto set my hand & af-

fixed the Seal of said Court at the City of New Orleans 

on this Eleventh day of July i n the year of our Lord one 

thousand eight hundred thirty four & i n the 59~h year 

of the Independence of the Unit e utates 

(SEAL ) Jno. L . Lewis 

{OIA: 1834. Apalachicolas. H. Lockett. Blount not dead . ) 



Tallahafs ee July 30th 1834 

Dear General 

I stated to you in a l e t ter which I ~ rote to you some 

short time s ince , that I had written to a friend of mine 

in New Orleans to give me all the information h e could 

geather Concern ng the affai'rs of Coln Blunt . I recg 

his answer by yesterdays mail which I inclose to you . 

It appears that there is nothing left upon record by 

which those wretches may be brought to Justice, but that 

they have obtained the money i s in my opinion beond all 

question. you know well that an Indian will give up 

any thing he may pofsefs, rather than remain in confine-

ment, & I have no doubt he was led to believe he would 

be Kept i n the Callaboose so l ong as he lived if he did 

not give up his money , You will readily see how easy 

it would be to perswaed him to this where he had no 

friend to advise him to the contrary . 

I believe I advised you in my las t that I was out 

of Office. I have now , nothing further to do with In-

dian Affairs, but it appears to me there can ce rtainly , 

some plan be adopted by which this matter may be thour-

oughly understood & those scoundrels punished for t here 

perfidy God grant thus it may be attended to , -- I f I 

learn any thing -- from Richards on hi s return, from 

the Creek Nation, where he has gone , to procure all 

the information he can upon this subject I will apprise 

you of it immedi a tely 

Genl Wiley Thompson 

Indian Agent 

I am Respec t fully 

Your Obt Servt D, M, Sheffi eld 

(OIA: Apalachicola (Emigr.) Jiley Thompson. Papers rel. to 
Blount ~c.) 



Elberton 

August sth 1834 . 

Sir 

Your letter of the sth inst accompani ed by the 

copy of a letter from the United States Att orney for 

the Eastern District of Louisianna is this moment re

ceived and I am truly gratified to learn that the dis

aster which befell Blunt & h s party wa s not as f atal 

as at first reported. 

By l ast Mail I communicat ed to you, informat i on 

obtained by Mr Sheffield from New Orleans which shows 

that the Claims set up i n the name of Cockrane against 

Blunt & Davy was founded on the fact that Cock ane or 

Co-ha t hlock co, John Blunt & Davy or Osace Hajo, were 

Co Chiefs in the formation of the Treaty of 1832 between 

them and the United States 

By referenc e to t he Abstract of Disbursement s under 

that Treaty, Mark,d (C) wh i ch accompani ed my report to 

the Department made in May la~t , you will find a remark 

stating that Cockrane died shortly after the date of the 

Treaty: and I oas informed that his relati~fis & many of 

his friends and immediate followers, instead of comply

ing, with the true intent and meaning of the Treaty by 

remaining & emigrating with t he Survivors of their im

mediate Chief (Cock~ane ) fled, some to the Seminol es, 

some to the Eastern and some to the estern Creek Na

tions and are now a burden or incumberance to the 
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United St a tes Cockrane with those renegades received a 

proper propo r tion of t he Three thousand doll a rs paid at 

the conclusion of t he Treat y - A fai r construction of the 

Treaty gave the United States therefore the r i ght , not 

only to caus e t he i r r emoval according to its stipula

tions, but a s they abs conded so as to evade the vigi 

lance of their Chief s & the Government , to withhold the 

payment of such part of t he remaining Ten thousand dol 

lar s as they would have been entit led to, had they com

plyed i n good faith with the Treaty . Then so far from 

t he i r c l a i m agains t Blunt & Davy being equitable they 

ought to be compelle were i t practicable , to refund such 

part of the Three thousand dollars as they received at 

the conclus i on of the Treaty . They are not ent itl ed to 

any part of t he Ten thousand because a reasonably strict 

const r uct ion of the Treaty would have justified the · 

United St ates in with holding conclusively their port ion 

of it. The United States having thought proper to pay 

t h e whole of it to thos e who i n good faith complyed with 

t hei r engagement did not give to the relatives & i mmediate 

fo l lowers of Cockrane a new claim to that which they had 

by a breach of good faith ., t hus forfeited . 

De ath deprived Cockrane of the power to claim or 

r eceive any part of the Ten t hous and dollars ; how then 
with 

could that Swindler Beatti e~ any plaus i bility af sume to 

be his Agent? No - t he conduct of that vi l l a in ought 

to be considered wha t it really was, a mo s t flagitious 

& daring act of monstrous vil l any: And by making the 
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Affidavit which it appears he d id, he became a perjured wretch 

as Cockrane had been long dead -

This man Beattie was intimately conversant with all 

the circumstances connected wi th t he intended emigration 

of Blunt & his party. He accompanied the exploring party 

sent by Blunt to select the future h ome of those Indians. 

He cautiou sly concealed his nefarious intentions untill he 

found Blunt & hi s band unprotected ( for it was five days 

after I left New Orleans before he commenced his operations) 

because he knew that if he had exhibited the claim to the 

Agent as was requisite acco r ding to usage & the regulations 

of the Department of War in such cases , t h e cer tain defeat 

of his hopes & h is object would have been the inevitable 

result -

In conclusion upon t his subject I must be permited to 

insist upon a prosecution of the measures contemplated , not 

for the apprehension of Price but Beattie . First because it 

does seem to me that the United States will be bound i n good 

faith "to refund to Blunt & Davy the amount of which they 

have been robbed should it not be recovered from Beattie: 

for those Indians while with i n the limits of the United 

States on their emigration were c ertainly under the pro

tection of the United States . They· ere emigrating in good 

faith, in persuance of their Treaty with the United 0 tates , 

and therefore as much entitled to protection as they were 

while on the reserve, and accot>ding to exi-st i ng Treaties 

the United States was bound to protect them against robbery ; 

and consequently if robbed , to reimburse them . 



Secondly because as it was made my duty to induce Blunt 

and his party to depart without res erving their proportion 

of the Annuity which by the Treaty they certainly had a 

right to demand ere they depart ed , I wa s (to effect the 

object) compelled to make a solemn pledge to them, that 

if the Government shoul d think proper to furnish me with 

funds & authority to pay the promised Annuity, I would not 

only go & pay it to them i n person, but that I would in all 
also 

things see that they should have justice - This included 

the claim of Blunt for indemnity for the robbery commited 

by that Free boater Stafford, which I must here be permited 

to urge again upon your att ention - I feel the ful l force 

& weight of this pledge , especially as those to whom it was 

made cannot hold me accountable for its violation ; and being 

thus in honor bound t o do all in my power ·to redeem it I 

must insist that the measures contemplated against Price 
t he · 

while he was suppose d aggrefsor, be vigorously prosecuted 
" 

against Beattie- I truth that the Department wil l adopt 

the suggestion which I made i n my let ter to you of the 

lOth inst.- and if an action in the name of the United 

States against Beattie will not lye, that i t be commenced 

in the name of the United State s f or the use of John 

Blunt & Davy, or tha t authori.ty be obtained from them 

to commence it in their own names; and that the Patents 

for any & all lands purchased by, for or in the name of 

wm Beattie or by any company of which he is a member be 

withheld untill the ifsue of the trial. 
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I understood that the destination of Blunt & his party 

was Texas: that the exploring party sent by that Chief en

tered into an arrangement with an old Chief , the uncle of 

Blunt, called the Red Moccasin, who emigrated many years 

ago to Texas, by which Blunt & his party were authorised to 

settle on the Domain claimed by the Red Moccas in. 

I have not here the means of afsertaining the part of 

Texas in which that old Chief & his band are located - That 

infor mation I can obtain correctly from Stephen Richards the 

Interpreter when I reach Flori da , ~s he accompanied the ex

ploring party alluded to. I am imprefsed that the Red Mocca

sin is locat ed high up, on the Trinity r iver - If so, and if 

there is a Military Post on Red River , an Officer can be in

structed to visit Blunt & his party and pay them the Annuity. 

In that case the requisite funds should be transmited to New 

Orleans - If the Department should think proper to instruct 

me to go and pay it, I should feel bound by my pledge to the 

Indians to do so, and a delay of payment untill next spring 

may be justified by the reflection that pofsibly it will be 

in the power of the Department by that time to caus e justice 

to be done to Blunt individually f or the robbery commited 

on him by Stafford and to him and his party fo the outrage 

commited on them by Beattie; at which time my services as 

Agent to the Seminol e Indians wili probably be no longer 

indispensible -

By reference to the Abstract which accon1panied my re-



po t to you i n May l as t , showi ng the number and description 

&C of Indian s who emi grated wi th Blunt , mark , d (D) you have 

the number en t itled t o Annuity . I have not here, the means 

of afsertaining what sum the Chiefs , sub chiefs and Common 

Indians a re i ndivi dually entitled to p er Annum , nor the num

ber of year s of t he unexpired term. The late secretary of 

the Terri t o ry of Flori da submitted a Suale of distribution, 

which was approved by the Department . If a reference to the 

Abstract (D) , the Treaty with the Seminoles , and the Scale 

which Mr e s tcott submited leaves it still necefsary for me 

to submit an e s t i mate , I must be indulged untill I r each Flor

ida wither I shall start on or before the first day of next 

month -

In the Abstract refered to I have as you will perceive , 

included John Yellowhair (and his immediate followers) who 

accompani ed Blunt , as entitled to Annuity . Al t hough they 

do not fo rm a part of Blunt ' s band , yet , as Florida or Sem

inole Indians, they are entitled to Annuity and it is for 

the Department t o say whether they shall receive in advance 

for its unexpired term - I must be permited to call your at 

tention again to the case of that Chief & his followers , 

and refer you t o my r epor t i n May l ast - ·As I made a olemn 

pledge to to him & hi s fol l owers , that I would present their 

case & urge their claim, I beg f or some distinct & defi nite 

action upon the subj ect, as evidence that I have properly 

regarded my pledge 
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In forming an estimate of t he amount of Annuity due 

to Blunt & his party it seems t o me pr oper that the i ndivid

uals who died after the party commenced i t s emi gration should 
or added to 

be included wi t hAthe number s t at ed i n Abstract (D) The num-

ber who died was four t een of which number eleven were en-

titled to Annuity 

·r have the honor to be 

Re spectfully your obt Sevt 

Wiley Thompson 

Elbert He r r ing Esqr 

(OIA: 1834 . Apalachicolas (Agency ) Viley Thompson Suit 
of Cochran agai nst Blount & Davy . ) 



Elberton 

August 1oth 1834 

Sir 

Immediately on r ece iveing the information which I some 

time ago communi cat ed to y ou rel ative to the disaster which 

be fell t ·he Chi ef col Bl unt & hi s party I wrote to Mr D M 

Sheffield then Sub Ag ent i nstruct ing him to institute an en-

quiry with a vi ew t o af sertain the facts of that nefarious 

trasaction. The accompanying letters conta in the informa-

tion e lici ted by him -

The wretch Beatie l ives as I am imprefsed in, or in 

the neighberhood of the Town of Columbus in Georgia - My 

reason fo r thi nking s o is , that on my return last Spring 

from New Or l eans the I nterpreter Ri chards informed me that 

we pafsed Beati e i n Mobile , at which time Beatie informed 

Richards t hat he had speculat ed largely in Indian reserves 

in the Creek Country - Richard s was well acquainted with 

Beatie a s t hey had t ogether accompanied the party sent by 

Blunt to explore t he secti on of country t o which that Chief 

& his band we r e de s t i ned . There can be no doubt that when 

we met him on our ' retur n, i n Mobil e , he was then on his way 

to commit the diabolical act which effec t ed the rui n of 

Blunt & his party, a s he told Richards he was on his way 

to Orleans to obtain Specie to carry on h i s spe cul at i ons -

Allow me to suggest to t he Department to arrange the 

with holding of Patents for any & all r eserves which he 

may have purchased untill the t ermination of an action at . 



law for the recovery of the money wrested by him from Blunt . 
him 

If a Judgement can be recovered against~then the Pat ent s can 

ifsue and the land be sold to pay the Judgment 

An order to the certifying Agent would obtain fo r t he 

use of the Department a statement and desc iption of any & 
or 

all reserves of land purchased by & in the name of Beatie 

alone or as a member of a Company 

I have the honor to be 

respectfully 

Your obt s evt 

nJiley Thompson 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

(OIA: 1834 Apalachicola (Emigr.) iley Thompson . Papers 
relative to Blount's arrest in New OI•l eans.) 



Alexandria Louisiana Augst 17 1834 

Sir 

I wrote on the 3 of June last to the Hon. Lewis 

McLane late Secretary of State Enclosing him a Petition 

from the Apalatch & Towson Nations of Indians residing in this 

State on Red River in this parish Requesting him to have 

the papers 1&7d before the President of the United States 

and as I ha vnt had the pleasure of hearing - from him on 

the subject, please be goodennuf to let me know if the 

papers was reed, and if there is any prospect of relief 

for those people 

The Hon. John Forsyth 

Secretary of State 

Washington Cit7 

I am Respectfully 

Sir 

Your Obt. St 

L Bailey 

(OIA: 1834. Appalachees. L. Bmley. Petition of Indians.) 
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Sir 

Seminole Agency 

29th Ootr 1834 

The Chi ef Holate Emartla has insisted upon me to 

say to the Secretary of War, that it is the earnest de

sire of hi mself , his confidential chief Fuckeluste Hajo 

and their people, to settle ultimately with Blunt and his 

band beyond the limits of the United States -

That he will in good faith discharge his duty to 

the Government, and if thought necefsary, go with the Sem

inole Indians to the Western Creek Country - He asks of 

the Government an arrangement by which him and his peo-

ple may receive a proper consideration for t heir relinquish

ment of all their interest in, and clai~s upon the United 

States , coupled with a stipulation that they will seek a 
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new home for themselves - He says it was the distinct unde rstand

i ng between him .and Blunt that he would follow him to his 

new home which partly induced Blunt to emigrate - that such 

has been his open and decided course in support of the 

Treaty of Pains Landing, as to leave him no hope that those 

most hostile to the removal of the Indians will ever become 

reconciled to him - He says that if it becomes necessary 

for him & his people to seek safety in flight before the 

Indians are removed, he will enter into stipulations to 

emigrate from Blunts Reserve on the Apalachicolas River 

to Blunts ew home or go to the Arkansas Country and 



thence take his departure - That should it not become 

necefsary for him to flee from this country , he will 

stipulate to emigrate from here or from Arkansas to 

Blunts present residence as the GoverTh~ent may choose: 

and he begs that that his proposition may be received 

in confidence and managed with caution, as he is con-

fident that his enemies, if they should be apprised of 

it, will become infuriate. 

The magnanimity which this Chief has displayed will 

I have no doubt obtain for the propositions which he thus 

submits, the f r i endly and serious consideration of the 

Hen Secretary of War 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt Sevt 

Wiley Thompson 

Agt Fla Ins 

Elbert Herring Esqr 

( OIA: 1834. Apalachicolas (h"'migration) Wiley Thompson. 
Holate Emantla wishes to join Blount . ) 
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l~t Judf District Court 

Dear Sir 

From the Records of this Court I find that a suit was 
on 9 April 1834 

instituted against Jn° Blunt & Osia Hago or Davey at the in-
" 

stance of Coa Thlocco or Cockrane Chief of the Seminole In-

diana (State of Alabama) for himself & as RepYe of the con

nexions of his tribe - for the sum of $ 6500 - "being the one 

"half of the sum recg. by sg. Blunt & Hago under a treaty en

"tered into between the U.S. & the Gov~ of the U s . & the 

"Chiefs & the Agents of the Govern~ of t he U S . at Talla-

"hafsee in the day of Oct 1832 ." 

Blunt & Hago were arrested & put in prison by virtue 

of an Affidavit by W~ J. Beattie Agent for the Plff, on sth 

& were released on the 1oth of same month . 

On motion of J. R. Sterrett Esq of Counsel for the Pltf 

the case was discontinued. 

And further the Records sayeth not. 

For further information you may apply to s4 Counsellor 

sterett of this City , or to sg Be~ttie. 

There was no appearance on the part of the Defendants. 

Yours fai thY 

C. atson 

Costs of this Search - 1 Bottle of the best Champ~ ~ ine 

J Watt Esq. 

(OIA: 1834. Apalachicola (Emigr . ) t; iley Thompson . Papers 
relative to Blount's arrest in New Orleans . Above was 
addressed to James ~att, New Orleans .) 



Western Creek Agency 

March 20th, 1835 

Major F . W. Ar mstron g 

A. S . W. T . 

Sir. -

After some days councilling on the Subject of the 

removal of the intruders on the Seminole land , with out being 

able to come to any definite conclusion I have been induced, 

at the request of the Chiefs to defer any further operations 

until Poly makes you a visit . 

I have been v e r y anxious to have the removal accom

plished without Calling for the afsistance of the militar.y . 

Mr Hambly can inform you of the exertions I have made 

for the accomplishment of this business , and you will v ery 

soon perceive how ineffectual it is to r eason with these 

people . I have consented to await the return of Ro l y . 

In haste , 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

R A. McCabe , 

A. A. W. T . 

(O IA : 1835 . Western Supt ' y . John Drew . ) 
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Western Creek Agency 

March 20th, 1835 . 

Major F . w. Armstrong , 

Actg . Supt . Ind . Affrs. 

West ern Territory . 

Sir .-

I have the honor to acknowledge the receip t of your 

letter of t he 13 th inst . on the Subj ect of intruders on the 

Seminole land - and have this morning made a written commu 

n ication on the Subj e ct to Roly , whi ch , I am in hopes , will 

produ ce the desired effect . If i t should not, r esort will 

be had to the military , accordin to your sug estion . 

I am, Sir , 

Very espect~lly 

Your Obt . Servt . 

R. A. MCCabe , S . Agt . 

f or w. Creeks . 

( OI A: 1835 . Western Supt 'y . John Drew . ) 
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Aspalago Fla: April 12th 1835. 

Hon 'bl Lewis Cafs 

"Secretary at war' , 

vashington City . 

Dear Sir: 

In the name of "Yellow- Hare" a ch ef of the Apalachi -

cola band of Ind i ans , who emigrated with " Blunt" to Texas 

last year , pe rmit me to addrefs you this letter . He , 

Yellow-Hare , with 25 of his men emigrated from Mulatto 

King's, or Vacea Pachafs i e 1 s Town on the Apalachicola r i ver 

His party embraced nearly hal f of the said band of Mulatto 

King 1 s . He , three others, sub- chiefs , who were signers to 

the Treaty concluded a t Pope ' s , Fayette county , on the 18th 

day of J une 1833 em grated together , and under the expecta-

tion that you would pay to them their proport i on of the an-

nuity due them, by the treaty of Camp ~oulton 1823 - no per
they 

tion of which has yet been pai d ; nor a re informed that any 
4 

arrangements have been made fo the fulfilment of the con-

ditions of that treaty . - He defrayed his O 'm expenses to 

Texas, unde r the expectat ion you woul d r e i mburse h i m - He 

has returned from Texas , & is now here , wait ng the action 

of g overnment i n the matter . His s ituation is d istrefs i ng . 

- He has no means & begs t hat y ou will i ntercede for h i m, 

& have t he amount due him , paid as soon as p ofsible . It 

was understood among the c hiefs at t he Treaty at Popes, 

that he & his party were to have one half of the res erve , 

provided f or in that Treaty- They now refuse (that is t he 

party that occupy t . e reserve now) to grant t he complianc e 
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- He t he refore desire s you will have justic e done him & 

his p e ople, who have remove d a t their o~m expense , & com-

p li ed with al l their engagements - Could he ge t th s half 

of the r e s e rve fo r which he contends i n the name of him-

self & ban d , o i t s value i n money , h e is very confident 

h e cou l d c arry with him to Texas at least half of the In-

d ians that remain , a s Mulatto King i s dead . His son John 

h as s ucceeded him , & refuses to comply with this agreement . -

Bu t Yel l ow Hare i s able to prove the agreement by the chiefs 

& many r e spectable whit e witnefses - His great object is to 

set t l e all hi s bus inefs here , & he is very desi rous of hav i ng 

the means of tak ing a ll his f r i ends wi th h i m who wish to re -

move , t o Texas ; & could he get hi s r i ghts to this land , or 

its equivalent in money, he would.take off a grea t many . - -

He wi shes you ta do a l l you can in the matter - Hi s charac -

ter is wel l known to Ge n ' l Thompson Co l Gads den - He con-

sented to remove , when the whole of Mulatt o Kings Town was 

again st it, & finally influenc ed a g r eat many to go with 

him - He ha s b een a fri end to the g ove nment & h opes now the 

g ove rnme nt will not refuse to bef ri end h i m. He w 11 be 

much p l e ased , & part i cularly reques ts, that you will wri te 

to him, through me , on receipt of this . -

I am S i r , 

You~ very Obt. Sert . 

St ephen Ri chards for 

" J ohn Yel l ow Hare " 

(CIA: 1835. Apalachicolas. John Ye llow Ha re . Appeal for 
justice.) 



eminol e Agency 

30 May 1835 

Sir 

Your l e t ter o f t h e 29th April has been received On the 

9th d a y o f Novembe r . 1833 t here va s a me et ing of the Bands of 

Ind i a n s on the Appal a chicol a Rive r held on t he c al l of J ame s 

D , es t.cott Jnr then Act i ng Governor of Flo r i da whi ch I at·

t ende d wi th h i m, and p end i ng the meeting I del i ve r e d t o the 

Indians a speach under h ·s i mmed i ate s uperi ntend anc e & i n 

structi ons. The subst a nc e o f what was sa i d by h i m, myse l f 

& t he Ind i ans on that occasion was enclosed by M' rest cott · 

to the Department . Part of my r emarks refe red d irec tly to 

Yellow ' Ha irs d e sire to emigrate wi th Bl unt . At the same time 

a let ter was wr i tt en by r ·Vestcott in b ehalf of Yel l ow Ha i r, 

sign ed by t he l a t t e r a nd ot h er Chiefs addre f s e d t o t he De 

partment i n Whi ch Yel l ow Ha i r e xprefs ed hi s des i re to emi

grate with Blunt. To these communica tions (to which I b e g 

leave to r efe r you ) n o r eply wa s e ver made wi t h i n my knowledge . 

No one concerned in this t~ansaction enterta i ned a n idea that 

Yellow Hair could b e pe rmited to part ic i pate i n t h e benefi 

cial stipulations o f t he t reaty whi ch Blunt & Davy- Yellow 

Hair submi t ted to the De par t m n t ev i den c e t h at through mi s 

interp retat ion a t the fo rmation of the trea ty wi th Mulat o 

King & Tus tenuggy Hajo, manif e s t i n justice had bee n done 

to him, and he s ought r eli ef , and mea n s t o en abl e him 

his f ollowers to emi g r a te, by an appea l to t he Gove rnment -

I never received an intimation that the emigrat i on of Ye l -



low Hair & his followe r s would n o t be sanctioned by the 

Gove r n ment until t h e arriva l of your l e t ter n ow before me -

On the 6th day of ay last I made a r epo r t to the Off ice of 

Indian Af f i r s i n which I i nformed t h e Dep ar t ent t hat Yel

low Ha i r wa s gone with Bl unt i n which I u rged the Cl a i m of 

Yellow Ha ir u p on t he attention of t he De part men t , an d I 

subs equent l y re c e ived from t he Commi fs i oner of the I nd i a n 
a l e tter 

O ffice~which i nformed me t h at Yellow Ha i r s c ase was s bmi tted 

to Congref s at t h e Sefsion b f or e t h e las t , an in Senate 

ref e r ed to t he appropri ate commi t t ee , s i nce whi ch I have 

heard n o t h ing up on t h e subj ect unt il the receipt of your 

lett e r now befor e me 

I n your letter y ou s ay " If the lan d i s sold und er the 

2 d Arti c l e & t he s e Ind i a n s remov e to any othe place than 

t he Seminol e Count r y \''e st , t h e U, S t ates hav e on y to pay 

them annuall y , t he i r propo r tion of the annui ty . 11 

I n the 3rd Art i cl e of t he Treaty wi th Mulatto i ng 

Tustenuggy Hajo " the U, St ate s stipu l ate to c ontinue to 

them , t h e i r s ub c h i e fs & ·aa rr i ors the i r p roporti on of t h e 

Annuity of Five thousand d ol l a rs t o which t hey are ent i tled 

und e r t he Treaty of Camp oult r i e so long as the emi n oles 
\ 

r ema i n i n t h e Territory , a nd t o a dva nc e their p r oport i onal 

amount o f s ai d Annuity f o _ t he ba l anc e of t he t e r m st i pu

lated for i ts paymen t i n the treat y aforesa i d whenever t he 

Seminol e s f ina lly r emove i n compl iance ith t h e t erms of 

the trea ty c oncluded a t Payn e s l and ing on the gth ay 

1832 . " 

I have hithe rto const r u ed this c l a use o f t h e t rea t 

to mean that the U States a r e bound to a dvanc e to tho se 
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term 
Indians the ir proportion of the Annuity for its unexpired in _,._ 

any other event than t he il r emova l to the count1•y set apart 

fo the Seminoles when the l a tter should be finally removed , 

and not pa i d annually as exprefsed in the paragraph o f your 

letter quoted above - I f I a m right in th s construction , then 

I shall t ak e for granted ( consulting the teno of y our letter) 

that Yellow Ha i r & his f o llowers will be enti t led to an ad-

vance of t h ei r por t i on of the Annuity for its unexpired term 

when t h e Seminoles have contemplated the ir removal - If so , 

may Ye llow Ha i r receive receipt for his fo l lowers who are 

in Texa s? I t seems to me that there can be no objection to 

this, es pec i a lly as he i s duly authorized to settle all busi

nefs which was left unsettled by the em grating Bands - His , 

& their p or t ion of the last & this year and for the unexpired 

term of the Annui ty when the Seminoles shall have r moved 

will r e l e ave t he poor fellow - his situation s now distrefs -

ingly de s t itute -

hen Bl une , Davy & Yellow Hair with their Bands had af-

sembled at Apa l ach i cola Bay , the latter became discouraged 

because no answe r had been received to his letter or Mr est-

cotts communication addrefsed t o the Department during the 

preceeding November. I e ncouraged h i m t o go on with Bl unt 

and I done so in the b elie f t ha t as t he Department had not 

repli e d to t h os e communica tions, some p l an was i n c ontempla 

tion by which relief woulrl b e affo rde d t o h i m & h i s followers 

and because I thought it desirabl e to s e i ze any f i t opportuni -
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ty to relieve a civili zed communi ty from a savage population 

and thereby greatly benefit t he s avage himself I now regret 

that I encouraged h i m to g o as the proceedi ng has me t the 

disapproval of the Depart ment and embarrafsed Yellow Ha i r . 

An ample appology wi ll bre found I trust , in my honest zeal 

tqeffect what I c ons i dered a des i rable obj ect with the Gov-

ernment-

A thorough examina t ion of the correspondence with the 

Department upon t his subject , will I have no doubt , satisfy 

you that your l e t te r afsumes facts which do not exist - I 

therefore consider it due to the Department as well as to my

self, to with hold the cornmun1cation which you have instructed 

me to make to Yel low Hair , until I hear from y ou aga i n upon 

t h e subj ect 

I have the honor to be 

Very respectfully 

yr obt Sevt 

The Hon Lewis Caf s Ni ley Thompson 

( OIA: 1835 Apalachicolas (Emi gr . ) Ron . ·i ley Thompson . 
Relating to c a s e of Yel l ow Hair.) 
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Littl e Rock , A. T . 

June d 2 ,, 1835 . 

Sir: 

I am j ust in receipt of a communication f rom Lt . J . 

\ . Harris, Disb 1 g . Agent for the Removal of the Seminol e 

Indians , i nforming me that tho se Indi ans would not be re-

moved this year . In consequence of this i nformat ion , 

Special Agent Armstrong has left for Nashville . No ar-

rangement s have been made in anticipation of this move-

ment, that will, in any manner , involve the Government , 

in consequence of this failure . 

Lt. Moore, who was some time since ordered to this 

place, has not yet report ed . He informs me that he has 

applied to be relieYed; and as the Seminoles will not 

Emigrate the present season , the detail of an Officer 

for that purpose , is not now necessary . I can at any 

time, relieve him of his Disb ' g . duties on a ccount of 

Ind i an Annu ties . 

I ha ve the honor t o b e , 

Genl . Geo . G bs on 

CornY. Genl. of Subs. 

~ashington, D. C, 

Very Respectfully , 

Your Obt . Serv •t . 

J Brown Capt , U, S , A, 

pr Disg Agt I nd, Reml 

(CIA: 1835 . Seminoles ( Emigr .) Capt . J acob Brown , Dis . Agent . 
Reports & Accounts of supplies.) 
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Semi nole Agency 

3 June 1835 

Sir 

A fi ew days ago, Powell , one of the most bold dar-

ing & i ntrepid Chief s i n this Nation, and one that has 

been more hostile to emigration , and has thrown more em-

barrafsments i n my way than any other , came to my office 

and i nsul ted me -by some insolent remarks - He had done 

so b ef ore , and I then apprised him of the consequences , 

s hould he venture to do so again . He appologized & I for-

gave - On t h i s occasion I confined him in Irons , as I was 

fully sat i sfi ed the crisis had arrived when it become in

dispensible to make an examp~ e of him - On the next day 

aft er he was arrested he sent to me a proposition to sign 

t he acknowledgement of the validity of the Treaty , & begged 
r I informed him that 

t hat I would release him without satisfactory security that 
he must remain in confinement 

he woul d behave better & prove faithfull in future - He sent 
1\ 

fo r some of the f riendly Chiefs and begged them to intercede 
him 

for h im . They done so - I then i nformedAthat I would put 

his sincerity t o the test , by releaseing him and relying 

on h is word t o come in five days - meet those friendly 

Chi efs and i n Council subscribe to the Acknowledgement 

of the Treaty- He r epl ied that he would not only do it 

himself, but t hat he would bri ng others with him for that 

having been b r ought to proper r efl ect i on he was perfectly 

satisfied that the cours e whi ch he had been pursuing was 

well calculated to ruin him and h i s peopl e- True to his 
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profefsions, he thi s day appeared wi th Seventy nine of 

his people Men 1 omen & Childr en (including some who 

joined since his conversion) and redeemed his promise -
.-

He told me that many of h i s friends were out hunting , whom 

he could & would bring over on their return- I now have 

no doubt of hi s sinc e r i ty , and as little that the great

est dificulty is s urmounted 

Gen 

Geo Gibson 

Very respectfully 

Your obt Sevt 

filey Thompson 

(OIA; 1835. Seminoles (Emigration) Hon . Viley Thompson , 
Spec. Agent. Puni shment & repentance , etc . ) 
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------~~~--~----------------~------~66 · 

General Thomp son 

Sir. 

( Copy ) 

There was some of my n e i ghbours out in the vvood s 

t h e oth e r day and was fired on by the Indians , and three of 

them b adl y wounded for .which they ask satisfaction of you , 

y ou bein the proper person , and i f they can get no other 

sat i sf ac ti on , they are d e termined to take it of them , i f 

they dont keep on t he ir ovm side of the boundary line . 'e are 

going to start on a scout on the 25th inst for to crui se on 

the l ine , a nd if we find a ny that r efuses to be taken , ~ e shall 

d e al wi th t hem as they deserve . My Company consists o f one 

h undr ed men , and t he re are almost the same number from the u p 

per country and elsewhere that Vol unteers the ir services for 

to take t he rout. Pl e ase to send me an answer , and some ad

vice on the subjec t , y ours in haste 

(s i gn , d) S V 7alker 

t h e 22nd J une 1835 

(Copy) 

Seminole A ency 23rd J une 1835 

Capt S V ;''a l ker 

Si r Your l e t ter of ye s terdays date was handed to me 

t h is ev ening by 1r .a r r en I r e gret the o ccur r ence referred 

to by you~ of which I heard b e fo re the arrival of your ex

prefs. I hav e mad e a deman d on the Nat i on for the I n d i a ns 

who committed the outrage; tomo ·row the Chi efs are ·t o assemble 



here for the pu~ pose of ordering the delive r y of t h e 

depredators, over to the civil authority . I h ave no d oubt 

they will be g iven up. I am much p l e ase d to l earn tha t y ou 

with your compa ny and a company f r om a n ad joining County , 

intend to scou n the Country on t he Ind i an b o der , i n the 

d irection you indicate, as I have no d o ubt i t wi l l have a 

. salutary effect upon t h ese ~ eccu sukey Ind i ans who are the 

most troublesome of a ny belong ing to the Nat ion e s pe cia lly 

if the op e ration s h ou l d be d i rected by prodence and proper 

d iscretion , a s I trust it will. You a r e aware of the deli -

cat e character of our rel a ti ons wi th t h e s e people , a nd that 

67 

all causelefs irr itation should be avoided . The outrage 

comp l ained of is well calculated to excite i ndi gna tion and a l arm , 

but I do not consid er it as evidenc e o f a se t tled pur p ose of 

any consid erable portion of tlhese people to commit h ostili -

ties; and I t r ust t h at the r e sul ts o f t h e ensuing t h r ee or 

f our days , will evince the correctnefs o f my op inion . I 

have t o request therefore t h at y ou ~ill not du r i ng y our ex

cursion, c rofs the Ind ian boundary , no r permi t any a ct to 

be d one whic h would tend to irritate t he Ind i a ns , that c a n 

be reasonably avoided . I f y ou can e x t e nd rour search to, 

and beyond the Suwany r iver it will en able y ou to a c c om-

plish the ob ject of dr iving the Indians within the i r bound -

ary. ~houl d you fall in wit h any , t ry to ge t pofsefsi on o~ 

them without b lood shed - t ake their guns, an d packs from 

them, a nd I think it wi ll have a g ood effect to lodg e them 



in goal. The I dea o f a g oal carries terror to the Ind i ans 

mind. Be so g ood a s to keep a strict reg ister of the guns 

&c. t hat may be t a k e n s o that they may be turned ove r t o 

this off i ce and e v e ntually returned to the i r owners . 

F R S anc e z Esq 

Judge of Al achua 

County Court 

Sir 

(sign , d) 

( Copy) 

Very respectfully 

Your Hum~ Servt 

7iley Thompson 

In Agent 

Seminole Agency 5 July 1835 

I sent exprefs some days ago to r equest the attend 

ance of such of the citizens who were engaged in the unfor 

tunat e affai r which recently occured in your county wi th a 

small pa rty of Indians, ( as could come to this place,) to 

do so f o r the purpose of mak ing our examination o f the In

dian p r i s oners , Seven o f whom are in Custody , wit h a view 

to dete rmi ne whe t h er i t will be proper t o trouble the Court 

with the t r ial a n d cha r ge the pub lic wi th the expense of 

all o f them I have exami ned s i x of them , who say th~ were 

but eight I nd i ans in the part y . tha t two only fir ed on the 

whites, that t h e six men were d i sa rmed by the whites before 

the f iring commenced, a nd tha t they c ould n ot t herefore 



have fired if they had been s o d i sposed . If t h i s statement be 

true, and it so far agrees wi th the statements of the whites 

which as I have heard , the whi tes make , the six Indians al uded 

to were only r.·uil ty of g o in ~ beyond thei r boundary . If s o 

they would be subject to no other penalty than that inflicted 

by the Ind ian law which i s severe, and the chiefs are ready 

to inflict that . The wounded Ind i an is subject to a more 

serious charg e a n d ought ( as I think to be puni shed by the 

civil authority . I make a tender through y ou to the civil 

authority of Alachua County of the whole of them , and request 

that y ou will inf o rm me , whether the whole, and i f not the 

whole , what p ort ion o f them will be claimed by it . You are 

aware that the demand for them must be based upon admifsible 

affidavits, charging them with a crime punishable by the 

civil auth ority. very respectfully 

y:r Hum~ Servt 

(sign , d) "iiley Thompson . 

In Agent . 

( Copy ) 

Lt . c Smith Seminol e Agency 7 July 1835 . 

Si r Some days a r o I sent 4r : inslet t to request some 

of the citi zens who were en aged i n the late unfortunate oc -

currence, with a party of I nd i ans in Ala chua County t o at 

tend an examination of t he Indian prisoners , a t this p l ace 

fo r the pu p ose o f comi ng to a conclusion as to the propriety 

of sending them to that county f or trial. I done so because 
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judging from the statement made by the Indians, and the 
t ll.a t 

statement that I heard~ the part y of whites gave of the 

affair, I thought it probable that the citi zens ;ould be 

of opinion t ha t the six Ind ians who we r e d iscovered b , 

the whites before the f i r i n g commenced, were uilty of 

no crime bu t oing beyond their boundary a n d killing a 

c ow and that i t would therefore be i mproper to trouble 

the Court wit h their t r ial and chnr g e the public with the 

expense of the i r transpo rtation , imprisonment and trial . 

The Chiefs are ready to inflict the penalty of the Ind ian 

law upon them, which i s severe whipping . The owner of the 

cow that wa s kil led will have a claim upon the Nat ion for 

her value. he other prisoner i s subject to a more serious 

charge, a nd ought to be punished by the c ivil authority . I 

wrote to F R S.ancez; Esq judge of Alachua County Court mak-

ing a tender of all the prisoners through h i m to the c i v i l 

authority o f the County , and having hea. d that y ou a r e on 

your way to his ne i ghbourhood I beg the favou of you to 

present the l e t ter to h i m ( and read this to h im as it more 

fully explains my views ) & request of h im, an answer. It is 

important t bat the subject should be i mmediately attended to 

as the Indians begin to complain of de~ay . Judge sancez 

lives in t hree miles of Normans vi lle . I am told that ~r 

\•inslett stated that i f the citizens did no t attend on the 

day .appointed I would release t he prisoners. He misunder

stood me as I never had an idea of releasing them , until I 

fully discharge my duty in mak · n g a direct nd r egular ten -
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der of them to the civil author ity. Please bring Judge 

Sance~ 1 s answer with y ou. 

Very resp ectfully yr Hum 0ervt . 

( sign , d) -· i ley Thompson 

( Copy) 

Camp King 26th July, 1 835 . 

Sir, 

· on the 9th of July I de livered y our letter to 

F rancis R Sanche z esq J udge o f the Gounty Court of la

chua, also a communication addrefsed to myself in which 

you exprefs a des i re t o Coop erate with t he civ il author

ity in a full investigation o a ll the ci r cumstances ~hich 

lately oc curred be t ween a p a rty o f Se minole Ind ians ana 

sev eraL c iti zens of Alachua . After reading t h e communica

tions refe r r ed to, Judge Sanche z sta ted to me that he 

s h ould b e obl i ged to p o s tpone writing to y ou upon the 

subject in question until h e could s ee t h e parties in-

terested in the affair, and have thei r sentiments views as 

to the d isposition of the Ind i an p r isoners . At y our reques t 

I read y our letter to many respec t abl e citizens . The or i g 

inal I h erewith enclose . I am Very respectfully Sir 

Yr rost Obedt nervant 

Gen! ~ iley Thomps on 

Superintendant of Ind i an 

Affairs, Seminole Agency 

East Florida 

( S i gned) Constantine Smith Li eut enant 

2nd Regt Artillery 
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Seminole Agency 

27 July 1835 

Col A C Fannin 

Sir 

On the 7th inst I ~rote to Francis R Sanchez Esqr 

Judge of Alachua County Cour t, making a tender of the Ind i an 

prisoners now in conf inement, t hrough h i m to the Civil 

Authority - My letter to him was d e livered by Lt c Smith 

on the 9th inst - Ei ghte en days h ave since transpired , a nd 

I h ave not ye t received an answer , notwithstand ing the short 

distance which seperates Judge anchez from this Post - I 

have therefore decided to release them to the Chiefs now 

afsembled on their pledge ( which they have g iven to me) 

to deliver t h em up should they be hereafter cal l ed for 

I request therefo re that you will or der them to be 

sent to my offi ce , where the Ch iefs are afsembled 

Very respect f ully 

Your Hm1 Sevt 

Wiley Thompson 

(OIA: 1835 Seminoles ( Emigrat ion) Ron . '. i ley Thomps on. 
Rep or ts murder o f Charl ey Emathla . ) 
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General Plan of op e rations for the r emoval 

o f t h e Semi nol e Indians -

II 

ROUTE 

Che afly by Water, and via Semi nole Agency Tampa , or 

Hillsbor ough Bay, and the Balize , to Rock Roe on ~ite 

River -

POINTS OF AFSEMBLAGE OF EMIGRANTS -

Seminol e Agency; and a point to be selected on 

Tamp a o r Hil lsborough Bay , and at which point a General 

Camp shall be e s tablished , I fsuing Houses and Cattle Pens 

erec t ed ; and this shall be a Depot of provisions , and the 

point of general r endezvous o f the Emigrants . -

TIMES OF AFSEMBLAGE . 

The I nd i ans in the Northe n Section· of the ation 

at t h e Seminol e Agency on the 1st of January 1836 and to 

proceed i mmedi ate l y to the general camp 

The I ndians i n the Southern sect i on of t h e Nation at 

the general Camp on the 8th of January 1836 . 

Three thousand is afs umed as the total number of the 

Seminol e s, including all deBcript i ons : these to be a f sem

bled at t he g eneral camp on the 8th of January 1836 -

POI NT OF EMBARKATIO 

Ge ne ral Camp - Sea Tr ans port s to be at the anchor age 

ground on t he evening of the 19th o f J anuary rea dy to r e 

ceive the emigrants 
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TIME OF EMBARKASION 

The 20th of J anuary - Preliminary arrangements to 

be made between the 8th and the 20th or January -

TRANSPORTATION 

To be f u r nished by Disbursing Agent - From Semin

ole Agency to general Camp , Balize , and Rock Roe on White 

River. -

-REQUISI TIONS 

The af semblage at the Seminole Agency will not ex

ceed fi ve or six hundred emi~rants: for the transportation 

of t he se to the general Camp, five Wagons, one conductor , 

one Af s istant Conductor , one Interpreter one Driver, one 

Butcher , and a ~ilitary escort or guard will be required on 

the march . Places for encampment will be previously selected, 

from twe l ve to eighteen Miles a part, at each of whi ch a 

Cat tle Pen will be erected -

Schooners of a large Clafs , adjudged sea worthy and 

every way prepared and arranged with a view to the conven

i enc e , comfort & safety of the emigrants, will be procured 

in New York , for the transportat ion of the emigrants from 

t he general Ca~p to the Balize -

Much ho~ever is confided to the Disbursing Agent 

who will exercise a sound discretion in the selection of 

Transport s of a different description, if informat i on he 

may a cqu ire shall induce h im to prefer a different 

description -

St earn Boats with , or without a Keel Boat lashed to 

ea ch, a t the d i s c ret i on of the disbursing Agent to trans-



port the emigrants from Balize to Rock Roe 

The emigrants to be transferred to St eam Boats at 

the Balize on the 31st of January, and landed at Rock Roe 

on the 15th of February; which allows for stopping at 

night. This is necefsary for the preservation of their 

health, and to insure the safety of the emigrants ; and i t 

is believed that the expendit~res ill be but little (if 

any) increased by this indulgence The Boats can take in 

necefsary fuel when they land at night . The time theref ore 

which would be consumed taking in wood in the daytime , 

and by accidents which migh t occur , were the Boats to run 

in the night, would probably be equal to the lofs of time 

which will be incurred by landing at night; and this ar-

rangement will supercede the necefsity of landing at one 

or more given points, to rest the emigrants by day 

It is presumed that this arrangement will enable the 

emigrants to reach their new home about the ninth or tenth 

of March. In al l d isburs ement s strict economy will be ob-

served 

In makjng Contracts for Sea & River Transportation , 

the disbursing Agent will st rictly provide against Trans
allowance 

ports parting Company - for a suitable~of wood & water -

arrangements for Cooki ng - Privies, and an efficient 

Polisce on board of each Transport -

It is desirable that intoxicating Liqu ors should 

be entirely excluded, except for edical purposes , strict-

ly 



The arrangements necefsary to bring i n stragling Indians , 

and to compell such as may b e disaffected , to repair to the ren-

dezvous are refe rred t o t he Ch i ef in Co~and of the Milita1~ 

forces in Florida- A suffi cient Mi l i tary Guard will be required 

at the General Camp -

SUBSI ST.c. CE". 

Bread Stuffs: principally c orn which is considered the 

most wholesome f or Ind i ans, and the most economi cal . A small 

portion of Wheat Flour fo r a change and for the sick -

Meat Ra t i on: Fres h Beef in Camp and on the arch , to 

be supplied f r om t he Cattle to be received by the United States 

from the Indi ans. Salt Pork on board of Transports -

Salt (s ee Regulations &c) 

Ifsues of Rations wi ll commence on the 1st of January 

at the Seminole Agency , and on the 8th at the general Camp 

11 

CONTINGENC I ES 

One Afsist ant Spec i al Agent , One Afsistant Disbursing 

Agent, One Phys i c i an with a suitable suppl y of Medicines . 

The Physician to furn i sh Surgical I nstruments , a suitable 

number of Conducto r s & Af s i stant Conductors , Interpreters 

& Labourers, allowi ng one Conductor , one Afsistant Conductor , 

one Interpreter and one labourer to every f i ve hundred emi-

grants in Camp & on the a r ch, and the same al lowance on 

board of each transport -
Afsistant Conductors 

Conductors~& Labourers, to be furni shed from the 

A~-



Indian Ponies to be sent over land to the Forks of 

the Canadian River, in charge of some efficient person , 

and a small party of Active Indians, so as to avoid the 

Mifsifsippi Bottoms in the months of January, February 

& March, should they not be otherwise disposed of under 

direction of the Government -

AP RAIS JMENT & SALE OF IN IAN CATTLE 

Flotards place in Alachua County, on the Road lead

ing from Tampa to Micconopy; and the Cattle Pens ~est of 

St Johns River and i mmediately opposite to Volusia , are the 

points selected at which the cattle are to be delivered , 

appraised & sold -

The delivery and Appraisement , and sale, to com-

mence at Flotards on the 1st day of December and at the 

Cattle pens opposite Volucia on the 15th of December -

Notice to the Indi ans of the times & points of 

Afsenblage Sticks to be distributed on the 1st of Decem-

ber, which will give to the Indians in the Northern Section 

of the Nation thirty, and to those in the outhern Section, 

thirty nine days previous Notice-

POLISCE REGULAT IONS 

To be prescribed in due time -

GENERAL REMARKS 

On the 8th of January the Seminole people are to 

Afsemble at the Gene ral Camp - The continued disaffection 

of some of the Principal Chiefs with their adherents, 

affords a strong ground of belief, t at an exertion of 
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Military force will be necefsary to compel thei r afsemblage 

at the General Rendezvous - The 20th of January is there

fore fixed upon fo r Embarkation, which will give t h e Mili

tary twelve days to collect the di saffected & stragl ing 

Indians. 

The peculiar Character of the Country - its exten-

sive Wilds, Swamps, Hammocks & Morafses , so favourable to 

the concealment of such as may resolve to persist to the 

last in their oppos i tion to their removal , makes it proba

ble that many will not reach the General Camp , until after 

the 20th of J anuary in which case some of the Transports can 
length of 

be detained at the Anchorage a reasonable Atime . the Camp 

maintained under the direction of a Military Officer who 

will take Custody of such Indians as may be subsequently 

brought in, and Conduct or Superintend the transportation 

of them to the Balize where the Disbursing Agent will have made 

arrangements necefsary to transfer them to St eam Boats , and 

thence to Rock Roe on White River 

Should it be found however , that a larger number 

than Three Thousand will probably Afs emble at the General 

Camp on or immediately after the 8th of January, the Di s

bursing Agent may pofsibly be able to procure the addi -

tional requisite Sea Transports, at St Marks , Apalachi 

cola, or Mobile, in time either to Embark the whole on 

the 20th or rendezvous generally at the Balize on the 

31st -



After arriving at New Orl eans , it may be proper 

for the Disbursing Agent to remain there , fo the purpose 

of discharging .t he Six Transports and provide for contin-

gencies &C 

Iiley Thompson 

Supt Seminole Reml 

Seminole Agency Flo 

27 August 1835 

(CIA: 1835 . Semi noles (Emigr . ) Ron . ~ iley · Thompson . Plan 
of oper at i ons , etc . ) 



To 

Honble 

Lewis Cafs 

Secretary of War 

Washington City 

12~1: Oct~. 1835. 

Sir, 

Permit me , respectfully , to call your 

attent ion to t he following points connected with the Re-

moval of Fl or i da I ndi ans. ~ 

1~~ The t ime f ixed for afsembling these Indians for 

removal is the 8~~ January 1836 . It i s necefsary that prompt 

and effic i ent measures should be adopted to accomplish this 

object.- Among which, are an increas-e of Mi litary fore at 

Fort King - say from two to four Companies - Authority to 

the Special Agen t Gen~ Thompson to draw at discretion upon 

Gen~ Clinch f or Offi cers, noncommifs i oned Officers and priv-

ates, to se rve as Conductors , Afsistant Conductors and Butch-

ers. - Also t o require of Commanding Off icer at Fort Brooke 

(Tampa Bay) - a party of Soldiers to erect cattle pens , If

suing House &c at gene r al camp - To require Troops to guard 

emigrants on boa r d of t ran sport s , at Camp , and in afsembl i ng .-

2~~ly The Treaty of 9~~ May ' 32 al lows a Hunt i ng 

shirt to each Warrior, 1i oman and Chi ld - The Shi rt will be 

of no service to the Women; t hey require pett i coat s & 

wrappers. 



3dly The Specia l Agent Gent Thompson indispensably 

requires the services of an Afsistan t Special Agent . - The 

appointment of David M. Sheffi eld would be agreeable to 

Genf Thompson. His addrefs, Vi ndham Connecticut - presence 

at Agency needed forthwi t h. 

Also as conne cted wi th the I nd ian Bureau - arrearages 

are due to Gen! Thompson fo r s ervi ces as Indian Agent proper 

for the last qul rter of 1834 , and for expenses &c . whilst on 

duty with Appal a chicola Indians - Wages and expenses due to 

Roberts his I n te r preter with said I ndians . - Nearly on e year ' s 

salary to Cudjoe a Negro and regular I nterpreter at the Semin-

ole Agency - ~ age s and expenses for 'inslett a hite man Inter -

preter &c. by sanc tion of Depart ment . - at Fort Brooke Tampa 

Bay - The se moneys are much needed by those to whom they are 

due and I wa s exprefsly requested by Gent Thompson upon my 

departure from Florida to lay the mat te r directly before you . 

I have the honor to be 

very Respectfully 

y:r Obt Servt 

J oseph 1 Harris 

Li eut. Di sbg Agt 

Fla. Indi ans 

(CIA: 1835 Seminoles ( Emi gration) Lt. J. n . Ha.rris , Dis . Agent. 
fill militar y escort be provided, e tc.) 
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New York -

October 21st 1835 

Brig. Genl. Geo. Gibson 

Comm¥. Gen~. Sunsistence 

U. S . Army 

Sir 
letters 

I have the honour to acknowledge your several of the 
A 

27th August 39 & 8th of Septr . and of the 1st , 14th, 15th 

& 18th inst. together with the respective documents ac -

companying the Same : also to forward the Courier & En-

quirer, & the Times containing my advertisements for pro-

posals to furnish transportation , Subsistence, & Indian 

Goods. - 4 

I have only be en wa iting the accomplishment of Sun-

dry preliminary arrangements to insure the Succefsful fulfil -

ment of my duties here , to addrefs the department . How far 

my labours will be crowned with so happy· a result is more 

than I can now devine, - but I should not conceal from you 
the 

my ~prehensions of Embarrafsment in the Closing ofACon-

tracts for which I have invited bids . A disposition to 

Extortion & to Combination - the withdrawal of the lower 

in favour of t he higher bids - & the rejection of Con-

tracts upon the eve of Si gnature. I learn both from 

Excellent Authority, & my own p esent observations a re the 

obstacles most likely to oppos e me in the Commerc ial 

world of this busy City. - I advise you of this in pru

dence only - with the hop~ that all t hings may go on 



smoothly, but t hat I may be prepared a t the worst, with 

suitable instr uctions from yourse l f to meet such a Contin-

gency. 

Armed with a d i s c r eti onary power to proceed eit her 

at once, without lofs of t ime i nt o the Open Market here , & 

Charter o r pu chase wherever I shall find the Vefsels , pro -

visions, & g ood s d esired , or to transfe my arket to Or

leans - would I think , Secure the Service from the Evil 

results likely t o grow out of the Machinations of Craft y 

& avaricious men . -

You wil l perc eive by reference to the News papers for-

warded t h a t I advertise f o r ' Fourteen Hundred Hunting Shirts, 

& f or 'Thi r t een Thousand yar ds of Plaided Vools eys ' - the 

fo r mer t o b e made of the l ike kind of ioolsey - and this 

Mate r i a l f or Comfo rt & Economy I believe will be found to 

answer our purposes . The 13000 yds of '/oolsey i s a l i beral 

Estimat e f or the pet t i c oats & wrappers . - The Box of pat -

1 
ter ns s h i ppe d b y Gen- Thompson has not yet arr ived; should 

they in s eason , I shall b e able t o estimate more correctly, 

& s hal l c ont r a ct f or t he Amt. only required be it more or 

lefs than tha t a dv ertised f o r - k eep i n constantly i n v i ew 

the price auth or i zed by t h e Act of Appropriation . -

I have afsumed ~ight een Hundred Ind i ans as the num-

ber most favour able to t h e int e r est s of Service t o make 

arr angements f or the ~ansportation of at one time . I am 

satisfied that I can make ready pro vi s i on for the removal 
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of an Excefs of this number should t he re be a general & 

prompt afsemblage of Emigrants - and we ought to Collect 

at least t hat Number. -

I have advertized for provi sions agreeably to your 

inst r uctions o f the 15th inst. - Excepting f or Gorn , which 

is now held at $ li3o pr Bushel , & is li ely to r ise. This , 

& the balance of Subsisten ce required may be got at Or-

leans, & each port ion as shall be needed at Tampa Bay , 

shipped t h ere by some one of t he St. Marks traders a t a 

saving of from $ 600 to $1000. probably . -

The Blankets as described i n your letter of the 

14th, I have in vain searched f or throughout the Market. 

- Goo d Mackinaw blankets of the fo llowing patterns are 

the best for Sale: viz , -

4 points - none to be had 

3~ ditto we ighing from 8~ to 9 ~ lbs 

3 ditto " II 7 ~ " 8 ~ " 

2~ ditto II II 5 ~ " 6 ' large 

Shall I r eceive such as t hese, shoul d those of the 

pattern g iven by you , not be bid for? -

In your letter of the 15th inst. - you have directed 

me to forward the " Blankets & Frocks through Li eut . Drane 

to Capt. J Brown Mouth of White R." - It was the advice of 

the Superintendent Genl. Thomps-on that, i n consequence of 

the Naked & Comfortlefs state of a large portion of the 
& petticoats 

Seminoles that these Frocks, Shirts & Vrappers , & I do 
1\ 

not know but what the Blankets also- Should be hipped · 
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on board of the transport s at N York , & be distributed to 

the Indi ans immedi a t e ly aft er Embarcation at Tampa Bay: -

and this advice I think should be followed . -

I have also the honour to ask whether upon the ac -

complishment of my dut i es in this City I shall proceed 

direct to N Orleans t o make arrangements as recommended 

in my Commun ication to Genl . Thompson of the 23d August 

last - a Copy of which i s with you - for Supplying "river 

trans portat i on &c" -

Communicat i ons from the department will find me 

at t his Ci t y unti l the 7th proximo: - & should I pro-

ceed direct f rom this t o New Orleans - at the latter place , 

until t he l s t. De cember . I should be at the Seminole 

Agency at f urthes t by the 20th of December - & hope to 

be t here by the 15th o that month . -

I am Sir , ¥ ith Ve ry Great respect 

Your mo Obt. Servt . - Joseph Harris 

Li eut . Disbg : Agent 

Fl o . Ind i ans 

(CIA: 1835 Seminol e s (Emi grat i on) Lt . J . , r. Harris , Di s . 
Agent. Sugges ts frock s be substituted , etc . ) 



Ne w Yo r k 

2d Novr . 1835 

To 

CommY Genl. Sub~~ 

U. s . Army 

Sir 

I have the honour to acknowledge the rec~ of you~s of the 

31st ult~? by this mornings ' rail - -

I wri te i n haste to urge that if practicable , I may be 

advis ed by the r eturn mail whether U. S . Soldiers are to ac -

company the Fl ori da Emigrat i on as guards?' -

Thi s i s an i mportant Conside ration with those who pro
for Transportation 

pose to Contract~ - as wel l as at the Insurance Offices; & 

shoul d b e defi nitely answered before the Contract is closed . 

I h ve the honour t o be Sir 

Respectfully - Your Obt Sert 

Joseph ! Harr i s 

Lieut . Di sby Agt 

Flo : I ndians 

( OIA : 1835 . Semi noles ( Emi gration) Lt . J . ' . Harris , is . Agent. 
Vill military e sco r t be provided , etc . ) 



Little Rock 

November 25 1835 

5; ir: 

I enclose herewith spec ial estimate of Funds to defray 

the expenses of Remova l and Subsistence of the Seminole 

Tribe of Ind ians from Rock Roe, to their New Country , ,'e st . 

I have also forwarded to your address , by this ~ail , 

a paper containing my advertisement , for Subs istence and 

Teams t hat will be wanted , to subsist and Remove those In-

dians, on the route of emigration as therein designated 

The stands placed a t K. Potts and at Scotts six mile Creek , 

are not not ed on the map I forwarded some time since · and 

that their locat i on may be kno~n , have to state that t he 

stand at Potts', is about half a mi le from "Logans" on the 

road leading to Old Dwight , the oad by this stand inter

sects the Milit ary _oad about three miles from Logans . The 

distance is no t increased by passing that place , and con-

tiguous ther eto is good water , and ground for encamping -

"scotts" at s i x mile Creek- this creek is not laid down 

on the map - its posi tion on the route is distant from 

Short mountain , westward , seven miles . 

There is also an error of distances which I vish 

corrected - from Choctaw Agency to Sans Boine . Coffees 

crossings, is from the best inf ormat ion I can get , not 

less than forty miles and from thence to the cross

ings of the Canadian, n ear th mouth of the ~¢~~~/~f 

i~~ North Fork Thirty mile s. these distances are put 

down on the Map - Twenty miles each less th "rty miles 



on that section of the route, than it should be . 

I have the honor to be, 

Very Respect f ully 

your Obt . Servant . 

J. Brown Capt U, S , A 

Pr dis Agt Ind Reml 

Genl Geo Gibson 

CornY Genl Subsistence 

~vashington 

D . C . 

(CIA: 1835 Seminoles (Emigr.) Capt . Jacob Brovm , Di s . 
Agent. Reports & Accounts of supplies . ) 
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Sir 

Seminole Agency 

30th Novr 1835 

Ab out the 14t h ins t I was informed that five of the 

Chiefs fri endl y to Emi grat i on wit h thei r people amounting 

to from fo ur t o f ive hundr ed , had fled to the Vicinity of 

For t Brook on Tampa Bay fo r protection - On the 26th inst 

Cha rley Emartla t h e mos t int e l ligent active & enterprising 

Chief in this part of the Nation friendly to the removal , 

was murde red by those opposed to the removal - This murder 

was effected through the treachery of a Sub Chief (Powell) 

who pr ofefsed to be , and was considered f r iendly 

The consequences resulti ng f rom this murder , l eaves 

no doub t that actual force must be resorted to f o the purpose 

of eff ect ing the removal , as it has produced a general def ection 

among these Indians now i n the Nat ion who were pledged to re 

move vo l untarily . ~hat effect i t may have on those afsembled 

a t the Bay I c n only Conjecture - They are in a deplorable 

Condition - Seperated fr om this Post by the whole extent of 

t he Ind i an Territory ( a di stance of upwards of one hundred 

1 ile s), r emot e from those s ec ions 1here supplies a re pro -

duced and i n the vic ini ty of a Post ~hi ch has no extra pro

visions., and which is dependant upon s ea t ransport ation for 

supplies of every de s cription; de sti t ut e as they a re of the 

means of subs istence, it is to be heared they too , will re -

turn to the Nat ion and from necef s i ty become disaffected -
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I had advertised the sale of Ind i an Ca ttle to commence 

on the first of the ensuing month, but t he murder of Cha r l ey 

Emartla, and the threats of the hostile I ndians produced su ch 

a panic among those who would hav e surrounded t he i r ca tt le a s 

to defeat that ope r ation totally - I n a ll pr obab ility, the 

obstinacy & treachery of t hese Ind i a ns wi l l s upersede the 

necefsity of a ny valuation & sale of the catt l e , as t hes e 

will be l ost or destroyed i n the conf l ict wh ch i s now inevit -

able - If an, of t he ueminole s should be able to surrende r 

t he ir cat tle to me in complya nce wi t h the treaty , during the 

struggle, I will take suc h mea sure s as I may thi nk be s t cal-

culated to secure t he interest of a l l con cerned -

~ e must not loose sight of the r emoval, of a t l eas t a 

considerable portion of the se pe ople , a t the appoint ed t i me -

These r efractory peop l e . shoul d & will (on a concent ration of 

t he forces under Gen Clinch ) be f or ced t o y i eld or they wi l l 

be crushed - A determined movement upon them will perhaps re -

afsure t hose dispos ed to be f r i e ndly: and convi n ce those who 

are hos t ile , of the folly of any attempt t o res is t -

Very respec tful l y 

Your Obt Servt 

.'Ji ley Thompson 

Supt Sem1 Rem~ 

(OIA: 1835. Seminoles (Emi grati5n ) Ron • .. 'iley Thompson . 
Reports murder of Charl ey Emat hla .) 



To 
y 1 Comm •• Gen •• Subsistence 

U. s. Army 

Sir 

Fort King Flo: 

30th Deer: 1835 

I have the honour to report to you my arrival at 

this post which I reached on the evening of the 28th inst. 

- having been delayed by unavoidable detainures, upon the 

road Several days beyond the time I had fixed upon for the 

accomplishment of my journey. -

I regret that it becomes my first duty after my ar

rival here to be the narrator of a Story which it will be 

I am Sure as painful for you to hear, as it is to me - who 

was almost an Eye-witnefs to the bloody deed to relate to 

you. - Our Excellent Superintendent 'Gen: Wiley Thompson 

has been most Cruelly Murdered by a party of the hostile 

Indians', & with him 1Lieut: Constantine Smyth of the 2d 

Regt: of Artillery' & 'Erastus Rogers the Sutler of the 

post' together with his two Clerks - a Mr Nitzler, & a 

boy called Robert' - • 

This occurred on the afternoon of the 28th inst 

between 3 & 4 °clock. - The troops with the exception of 

Capt Landrums Comp!. of the 3~. Arty: had been withdrawn 

on the 26th to reinforce Gen: Clinch at Lang Syne Planta

tion preparatory to h~ striking a blow at the families 

of the Indians Supposed to be Concealed in the Swamps 

& Hammocks of the Withlecoochee R - with the hope of 



bringing on a General Engagement. -

The departure of the detachment had rendered pre

caution more neoefsary, & all those attached to the Fort 

or Agency had been required to move within the picketing. 

- Genl: Thompson slept within the defences, and pafsed the 

greater part of the day at the Agency Office, about 100 

yards beyond the works. The Sutler had moved his goods 

into the Fort, but was in the habit of Eating his meals 

at his house some 6 or 800 yards off - Skirting a thick 

Hammock to the N West of us. - His clerks ate with him. -

On the day of the Mafsacre Lt Smyth had dined with the 

General & after dinner invited him to take a Short Stroll 

with him. -

They had not proceeded more than 300 yards beyond 

the Agency Office when they were fired upon by a party 

of Indians who rose from Ambush in the Hammock within 

Sight of the fort & on which the Sutlers house borders . 

- The reports of the first rifles fired - the war-hoop 

twice repeated - and after a brief space several other 

vollies mo e remote, & in the quarter of Mr Rogers' 

house were heard, ~ the smoke of the firing seen at 

the Fort. -

Upon the first alarm Capt: Lendrum drew in his 

men - who were for the most part busily engaged without 

the pickets Securing & Strengthening the defences - Expecting 



an afsault from the Hammock immediately fronting & flank

ing the fort, and - not then knowing of the absence of 

Genl: T - & the othe r s - thinking that the firing was 

but a feint, to dr aw h i m out to be Cut off. - Shortly 

however t he f act was made known to him , & about the same 

time Several whit es, & Coloured people who had escaped 

from the Sut l er s ' house came running in , & apprized Capt : 

L-, that Mr R - h i s Clerks , & themselves had been Surprized 

at dinner, & that the three former had in all probability 

fallen into the hands of the Indians . -

It was at this moment that Lt Col: Crane of the 

Army & myse l f , wi th an Es cort of 6 mounted Militia upon 

jaded horses a r r i ved at the fort , by the rear of the hammock 

from whi ch the ambush arose . - A c ommand was instantly des

patched to Succour & pursue , if not too l ate, - But the 

butche r y had been as bri ef as it was Complete ; & the last 

~~oop that had be en heard was the signal for a precipitate 

ret~eat: - and the Savage perpetrators were already beyond 

the rea ch of our Small force . -

The bodi es of Gen l : Thompson , Lt Smyth & Mr 

Nitzler were soon found , & brought in - those of the others 

were only discove re d thi s morni ng. That of Genl : T - was 

perforated with fourteen bullets, & a deep knife wound i n 

the r ight breast - those of Lt S -. & Mr H - had each r e cq . 

two bullets, & the head of the latter wa s so broken that 

the brains had come out. The bodi e s of the two f ound today 

were most shockingly mangl ed - the heads of each v ery much 
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broken the body of Mr R - pene trated by Seventeen bullets -

& that of the boy by two. - All, savi ng the boy , were 

Scalped. - The r emains of t he se unf ortunates were decent 

ly, & properly int erred today. -

The Cowardly Murderer s are supposed to have been a 

party of the Mickasooke e Tribe of 40 or 50 Strong under the 

traitor Powell, whose Shri ll , peculiar war- hoop was recog

nized by our inte rpre t ers, & the one or two friendly Indians 

we have at t he f or t, who know i t well . 

Two Exprefs es - Soldi ers - were despatched upon fresh 

horses, on t he evening of this horrid tragedy with tidings 

of it to Genl: Clin ch ; bu t f rom our not hearing from him, or 

them, we are apprehensive that they were Cut off. - e are 

also exceedingl y anxious for the fate of two Companies which 

had been orde r ed up fr om Ft Brooke , & which should have been 

so a week or more ago - of whom we can hear noth ng . - Our Com

munication wi th Tampa is Cut off. -

I am appre hens i ve that the hostile dispos i tion is a very 

general one. All t he Upper Indi ans with but a f ew Exceptions 

- who were friendly Since the Counc i l of April l ast , have gone 

over to the ar-party. - /e are told that ~~ Mi canopy , the 

Head Chief, is opposed to hostile measures - t hough st i ll ob

jecting to migrate - & has ordered al l his peopl e t o r emain 

neutral. Upon this Statement, I place no r eliance. - Ther e 

may be in all 5 to 600 pe ople in the Nat i on who wil l consent 

to remove peaceably - I hear that t here are f r om 3 to 500 

already afsembled at Tampa Bay - the re s t ~ il l fight , & mus t 

be whipped first. -



I regret exceedingly Sir, to be the bearer of such 

unwelcome, & melancholy tidings to you , & wish in my heart 

that the interests of your depar tment could wear a more 

promising aspect in this Quarter. - From my Conversation 

with yourself, & the Hon: Sec¥. of ar when at ashington 

in October which led to the appointment of "David M Shef

field as an Asst: Agent" - I conceive h im to be the proper 

temporary Succefsor of the late Superintendent , & I have 

advised him to afsume the dut ies of the Of fice . - He is a 

Gentleman without Experience to be sure i n the Official 

Station, to which he is so suddenly Called; but he pofsefses 

a fund of plain unpretending, practical Common Sense, which 

in my opinion will render him every way Competent to fill with 

efficiency the vacancy occasioned by this melancholy Casualty . 

- 1'Vha tever afs istance my own .Experience may e t .o him has 

been most cheerfully tendered, & will always be at his com-

mand. -

My present advices will be that the Agents of the Re -

moval shall repair to Tampa Bay as soon as our Communications 

shall be opened. That such Indi ans as we shall find afsem-

bled, with the Exception of those warriors & boys whose 

services may be required by Genl: Clinch , shall be embarked 

on board of the transports as they arrive, both for t heir 

better Security, & to insure the fidelity of the males who 

shall be employed as above . At the Expiration of the "lay 

days" required by the Contract , it will be best to discharge 

such of t he transports afsembled at Tampa Bay whose Services 
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will not be required - to sail with such of the Emigrants 

as Shall be then Collected , whom I will accompany as far 

as N Orleans, - there forwa rd to Rock Roe , & remain my

self to furnish transportation & Subsistence t o such as 

shall Come after, to make the necefsary settlements 

with Cont ractors c. To l eave at Tampa Bay Such vefsels 
will 

as in likelyhood ~if~ri be required before those of the 

first party can return from t he Bal ize , & to let the In-

dians be closely confined on board of these as they are 

brought in, until it be deemed Expedient to despatch the 

Second party - & so of a third,- until all are removed . -

Should there be no promise of removing i n all a greater 

number than that f or which Sea transportation has been 

Contracted: viz, ' Eighteen Hundred ' - it will probably be 

more economical to retain upon demurrage a reasonable time , 

than to discharge the transports whose services will even-

tually be required . - Of the Expediency of Choice in these 

adoptions, I can only judge hereafter . -

As soon as practicable I shall aid Mr Sheffield in Ex-

amining the papers of Genl: Thompson - in taking an inventory 

of the property, & in ad opting such measures as in our judge-

ments shall best secure the Service & his heirs from further 

Suffering from hi s bloody •taking off'.-

The Returns due from me as Disbu sing Agent will be 

speedilly made out, & forwarded. -

I would resp ectfully Suggest t hat you recownend to 

the Hon: Secl of ~ar that the Annuity due to the hostile 
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Indians Shall be retained to defray i n part t he Expenses 

of this lar , & t ha t the Sl a ves who ·hall be c aptured - whom 
ge n erally 

I believe to have been~active instigator s t o ou present 

troubles - b e sold at public sale , & the proceeds appro 

priated to the same obj e ct . -

Tithout pre j udi c e to my duti e s in your department , I 

have considered that the p resent p osture of Af f a irs f o r my 

tempo r a ry Servi c e i n t he f i eld , & up on my arrival at Lang 

Syne Pl antat i on, t he Hd Quarters of Genl : Cl inc h I placed 

my Mili tary Cap a citi e s a t the d isposal o f t ha t off i cer . -

Two Compan i es h a ve been daily Expe cted at t h is post from 

Ft Brooke for some time past , & f our in all are n ow hourly 

looke d f o r . - It is stra n ge they hav e n ot a rrived before . 

- I was ord ered by Genl . Clin ch t o accompany L i eut: Col: 

Crane to this p ost wi th the h ope of our f i nd i ng thi s r e in

fo r c emeht alre ady here; & t o a i d i n b r i ng i ng i t up t o f o rm 

a junct i on with the Combined fo r c e s of h i ms elf & Genl Cal l 

upon t he Vi thloo - coo- ch e e . 

Th e present strength of the s e Gen eral s amounts t o 

someth i ng up wards of 200 U S Tr oops , & 500 Mount ed ilit i a . 

-- In c on sequ ence o f the Non Arrival o f t h e Compan i e s f rom 

below, & t he weak condit ion of Ft K ng , Col C - & myself 

are to remain h e r e until fur ther o ders . -

Accept Sir, my pledges of - faithful Serv i c e , & the 

afsurance of my highest regard , and be l ieve me 

Respectfully Your Mo Ob t Sevt 

Joseph ~ Harr is 

Lieut: Disbg: Agent Flo: I nd i ans 

Since writing the foregoing which I h ad hope d to 
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have forwarded ere this to the ne a r es t post t own - we have 

had news of the Safe arriva l of our Exprefses a t Genl : 

Clinch's Hd Quarters. - He brings u s f o r ne ws t hat the 

forces of Genls: Clinch & Call were b ought into action 

on the l eft Bank o f t he ~ ithlecooche R about 40 miles 

from here on the aft e rnoon of thursday the 31st ult~0 • 

In cons e quence of t he depth of t he tream & want of boats 

the troop s we re Crofsed Slowly Some by a S ingle Canoe -

some by s wi mming . About 200 regulars , & a fe w Mi l itia 

had b e en crofs ed , & Genl : Clinch a number of officers 

were engaged at the river in const ruc ting a temporary 

bridg e to Cr ofs the ili t i a who s e horses would not swim 

when t hey we r e Suddenly Set upon by the Ind i ans . -

Our t r oop s h ad been formad in the pine barren upon which 

the hamrnock b ordered about ! mile f r om the river - Arms had 

been piled - & acc ord i ng to accounts they ere s omewhat 

scattered & t a ken by s u rpri se . The o d e r of battle , was 
I b e l iev e 

promptly taken~ for f i fty mi nutes a Sharp Skirmishing 

ensued. The In4ians were much c on c ealed by the hammock -

our men were much exp osed in the open pine barren . From 

the account I s uppose t he Enemy to ha ve been dr i ven back , 

& from some g ood cause d oubt lefsly , our t roop s we r e re -

crofsed t h e r iver b efore night set in : and the next morn-

ing retre ate d to Lang Syne . But f ew o f the mi l i t i a , says 

the report, were in t he battle & the ir determi nation to 

return immedia tely to t he ir home s is the Conj e cture e 

hazard at t h is p r ecipitate retreat. - It is Cal culated 



the Enemy were from 200 to 300 Strong : our force wa s ris -

ing of 200 regulars & more than 500 Mounted Mil1tia. -

Our lofs 4 killed & 40 or 50 wounded amongst t he latter 

Capt Jm Graham 4th Infty & Lt ' s Graham & Maitland of the 

3d, & Ridgely of the 2d Art illery . - It is t h ought the 

Enemys lofs was from 30 to 40 kill ed (probably exagge r-

ated) & many wounded. 

The above has b een corrobotated by the arrival of 

Lt Ta lcott 3d Arty who was in the action . - All agree 

that the Ind ians fought well. -

Sunday ~ight 

Jani 3d 1836 

Re spectfully 

Yr Obt Set 

Joseph V Harr is 

Lt : Disbg: Agt 

The troops f r om Tampa hav e not yet arrived , & we 

feel exceedingly anxious about them . - It i s said a 

Soldiers' Knapsack was found on the bat tle ground of 

the 31st: d ropped by one of t he ~~emy . 

J • . r. H 

(OIA: 1835. Seminoles ( Emi g ration) Lt .J. ·' . Harris , U. S . A. 
Repor ts massacre, etc.) 



Fort Brooke Tampa 

January 9 . 1836 

Sir, 

I have the honor to forward this by exprefs to Saint 

Marks and by the same opportunity have communicated with 

Govf Eaton & Genl Clinch, and have referred the former to Mf 

Steel of the Custom house Dep~ who will wait upon him at 

Tallahafsee and ~1tt afford him many useful details . 

No attack has yet been made on this post though we 

have constantly expected it, as the enemy is round us, and 

as we suppose in force and very audacious stealing horses 

and cattle close to our pickett Six horses were carried off 

yesterday, and a negro from whom they will doubtlefs get 

what information they want. 

Nearly the complete number (4 wanting) of Transpo1ts 

for the emigration service have arrived and the agent for 

the contractors is very anxious to know what they have to 

do on the 15~h the day on which their performance of the 
t Agreement is to commence. L. Harris the Agent for the 

United States being yet absent. 

Looking to the contingencies of the campaign, already, 

I trust gallantly commenced by the Flo,idians & Georgians as 

auxiliaries to Gen~ Clinch I ~ave advised the Chief Holaate 

Emartla of the probable want of the best qualified & active 

young men & warriors of his force to serve as guides Scouts 

&c: To this he promptly and cheerfully acceded, should he 

be advised to that effect by the Agent . His whole force 



is on duty every night around the work and perhaps a mile 

or two in advance, they have their pirogues ready for re 

treat if prefsed as I could by no means receive them in 

the work. I have ifsued them 75 blankets of which 55 were 

purchased. 

Je are without any information from Head Quarters , 

One great reason for this exprefs to St Marks - is to com

municate either with Gent Clinch or Gov . Eaton , the Vessell 

is a store Schooner on demurrage, and at no mor e expense, 

than demurrage, she performs t h is usefull duty. 

To 

General Jones 

Adjt Gen. 

I have the honor to be 

Your Ob~ Servt . 

(Signed) F . s . Belton 

Cap~ Art Com . 

(OIA: Florida File. Fort Brooke . 1/9, 1836.) 
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Copy New .Orl eans, L~, 

25 April, 1836. 

To 

Comm¥ Gen! Subs. 

U. s. Army. 

Sir , 

I have the honor to report to you that I embarked 

the following Indians - 398 Strong - at Fort Brooke on the 

11~~ and 12~~ ins. and arrived at the Balize in company on 

the morning of the 22q., and myself at this place on the 

night of the 23q - shall drop down to the Town /?/ this 

evening with a small Steamboat, and Keel in tow; and by 

noon to morrow hope to pafs the City with my charge on my 

voyage to Little Rock . This change of route is recommended 

by Captain Brown. -

The Indians purporting to be of my company were orig

inally mustered to receive Rations under L~ Casey and re 

tu~ned a strength of 512 - upon my arrival at F~ Brooke 

they did not exceed 457 - and upon final muster the day 

previous to embarcation 399 (a child died that night.) 

Some few changes have since occurred, and as soon as I 

can satisfactorily explain this variation of number, -

or shall have concluded my efforts to do &c , - the Muster 
be 

Roll will~forwarded . -

In consequence of my belief that no further emigra

tion of consequence will be effected, supported by the ad

vice of Gen~ Scott - I shall proceed as far as L. Rock with 

this party: perhaps farthe r if necefsary, and if my health 



(which at present scarcely admits of Stirring about) allows 

me. The Actg. Supt. Mf Sheffield will follow me in a few 

days with the handful of Indians left at F~ King - he has 

my advices and funds. -

The House of Grivot & Paige N? 12. Poydras St: will 

transact businefs in my name should there be a call before 

I return to the City. -

It is to be regretted that my request for the forward-

ing of letters to this city has not been complied with - It 

leaves me in ignorance of the Sentiments of the department 

and of the disposal of funds called for by my Esti~ate of 

De cember - since november last; and will in all probability 

oblige me to draw upon you to fulfil my engagements. -

Please if there are communications to be made hereafter 

to addrefs until further advices to the care of . the above 

House. -

I have the honor to be, 

Sir, Respectfully 

Your Mo: Obt. Servt 

(Signed) Joseph W. Harris 

Lieu~ Disb~ Ag~ 

Flo: Indians 

(OIA: Seminole (Emigrat!on) File New Orleans, 4/25, 1836. 
Harris, T. W., Supt., to Gen. Gibson~ Report of progress 
of party.) 
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(OIA: Seminole (Emigr.) File 1'72-1'73. New Orleans. 1836. #1'73. ) 1 Df1, 

To 

Sir 

Lit t l e Rock Ark : Terry: 

11t h May 1836 

Comm¥ . Genl: Subs: 

U. S . Ar my 

I have t he honour to report to you my arrival at this 

place on t he 5th inst . wi th 382 emigrating Seminole Indians . 

The strength of t his part y per muster lOth April - the day 

previous to Embarcation - was 399 . The strength actually 

emba r ked on the 11th & 12th April was 407 . Difference of 

these two Musters occasioned by return of a family of 8 

persons f rom a f i shing Encurs i on; & the difference between 

the l arger & the least total strength occagioned by deaths 

upon the way . - This mor t ality has been caused by an Epi 

demic or fa tal di s ease; but has resulted from the perversity 

of the Ind i ans i n adhering to their own peculiar treatment 

of t he sick ; whi ch being confined to frequently deluging the 

pati ent ~i th col d water , & to a constant kneading of the 

body, t e r mi nated - i nasmuch as t he diseases consisted in 

coughs, s l ight dyfsent ari es, &c - almost invariably in death . 

And thi s could not be obviated , although after having 

exhaus ted advice , entreaty & expostulation, we resorted to 

watching , thr eats , & f or c e . -

I should have wr i tt en by the las t mail , but since my 

arrival, have been unt i l t oday too unwel l to do s o. - The 

waters of t he river being at a f avourable stage ; your agent 

Capt Br own to whom I turned over my part y upon i ts landing -
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resolved upon continuing its route by steam if practica-

ble to the Canadian R . 

The Indians were allowed to recreate themselves 

in their Encampment ~ mile below the town until the 7th · nst -

when they were %¢ r eshipped on board the Steamer & keel that 

brought them thus far, unde r the Charge o f 2d Lt Meade 

3d Arty who had accompanied me as an Afsistant from t 

Brooke; and at 10 A M they pursued thei r voyage up t h e river . -

As I had nearly suff icient provision on hand to sub-

sist t his party to its point o f destination - & as also 

the Doctor, & the other Agents whom I h ad brought with me 

were to be Continued in Employ - I have consented to Em-

brace the disbursements on these accounts up to the per-

iod of the Arrival o f the party in the New Country . 

To accomplish this I have turned over Subsistence & funds 
eade 

sufficient to Lt M - who will account to me upon his re-

turn. 

This young officer has proved himself of Excellent 

servic~ to me , & is every way capable of Conducting his 

charge safely, & with credit both to h imself & his govern

ment to their destination. -

By the r~turn of the boats last e vening a line from 

Lt Meade advised me that "the rapid fall of th J wate r for

bade his proceeding further than McLains Landing by Steam 

- that he had Encamped the Emigrant s there , & had been fo -

tunate in finding wagons." He expe cte d by tomorrow at 

furthest to be upon his march. Distance from M' s Land-



ing to N Fork of Canadian about 120 miles. -

As I have before said the prospects were unfavour

able to further emigration for the present Season at the 

time I left Florida. Mr Sheffield with the remainder of 

the friendly Indians say 15 or 18 persons I am·on the daily 

look out for; and these I think will be the last of the 

Florida Emigrants until after the fall Campaign Commences . -

At N Orleans I left instructions for the forwarding 

of Mr S-s party to this place - also in the hands of Mefsrs 

Grivot & Paige N~. 12 Poydras St, a Copy of Steam Contract 

with Such inst r uctions as will Enable them to forward any 

other parties of Emigrants s hould such arrive in my ab

sence - In which case I will be able to make the necef

sary Settlements here. -

I have the honour to Enclose with this a Statement 

of Cattle appraised at Fort Brooke This was handed to me 

by the Actg. Superintendent Mr Sheffield . I have discovered 

Several errors, & have taken the liberty to correct them 

from the original Certificates given to the owners of said 

Cattle, & agreeably to the orthography of my own Muster 

Roll. To these corrections I beg leave to call your im

mediate, & particular attention. - I have furnished to 

Capt: Bro\vn a Copy of the same. -

The Muster Roll of my par ty is in readinefs to be 

forwarded with the alterations &c up to the day of our 

arrival here. But as I have detained it thus long through 

necefsity, I would wish now that it should Embrace the to

tal strength of the friendly Indians Emigrated this Season -

lOS 



the Changes by birth or death on the route - deaths & 

desertions whilst in Camp at Fts Brooke & King - together 

with all the Explanations requisit~ to make it in itself, 

a perfect Roll. And this I think w 11 save a deal of af-

ter trouble to the department. - To enable me to complete 

this roll I await the arrival of Mr Sheffield, & the return 

of Lt Meade. -

I hope ere this my Es timate of the lOth Deer: 1835 

has been acted upon. That Estimate Called for $10.000 further 
14 

deposit at N. Orleans, & 26056100 at N York . - Presuming be-

fore my late arrival at N Orleans that these depos its had 

been made agreeably to my requests, I had drawn upon N York -

Febry 5th $5000, & April 26th $3066i~o = . 806 61;~ over & 

above Bal on Hand to my Credit in Manhattan Bank N. York 

on 12th Novr: 1835. - I have also expended for the Removal 

$15,400.- at N Orleans appropriated fo the fulfilment of 

2d Art Treaty of 9th May 1832. -

The latter draft in N York was drawn with the proviso 

that should there not be funds in that City to my Credit -

it should become a Bill of Exchange on the CommY Genl: Subs: 

payable at sight. -

The first on that City was in like case to become 

payable at Commercial Bank N Orleans: Said draft however 

not having reached said Bank nearly three months after 

date the presumption with me is that further deposits 

have been made to my Credit in N York. -

1 0.7., 



Should t he whole Amt r equi red by Estimate lOth Deer: 

viz $26056 14 have been depos i ted at N York ; it will be 100 
funds sufficient to me et present demands . - If t hi s has 

not been d one I care not about the deposit being now made 

agreeably to r equest a ccompany said Es t i mat e ; but without 

further remitt ances to N York, would like to have s ay 

($30,000) ' Thirty thousand Dollar s ' depos it ed i mm ed i a tely 

at N Orleans. -

My heal th at present disables me from fur t her active 

service. By the advi ce & positive injunctions of Medical 

Men, confirmed by my own convi ct i ons, I shall get out a s 

Early as practicabl e to the Hot Springs - 60 miles from 

here - & there I shal l remain, provi ded they agree with 
until my health 

me, justifies my l eaving them . - There t oo I believe I can 
A 

serve the interests of t he Fl ori da Removal fo r the Coming 

3 or 4 months a s well a s any where else. - Should this op-

inion however not be concurred i n by the department, I have 

the honour to solicit the immediate appoint ment of my Sue-

cefsor: to whom at wha tever point you may direct me, I wil l 

instantly forward such papers, & advices as will Enable him 

to prosecute his duties with more ability I hope, than I 

have done. -

I have also the Honour to cover with this - Contract 

for the Transportation of Seminole Emigrants by Steam. -

Accept afsurances of the highest Consideration 

& Believe me Very Respectfull7 

Your Mo: Obt: Sert: 

Joseph W Harris Lieut: Disbg: Agent 

Flo: Indians 

10& 



~cLeans Bottom Ark . Ter . (100 miles short 

of the Seminole Country,) 13 May 1836 

Dear Sir 

' I r emained waiting f or the Semi noles a t New Orleans by 

direction of Capt Brown until 8~h Apr i l ; when agreeably to 

his advic e , I repaired to Tampa Bay ; to meet them there . 

Lieut. Harris with the party of fri endly Seminoles pafsed 

over to N. Orleans whilst our vefsel was becalmed and de t a i ned 

by head wi nds f or ten days . To· my mort ification on enteri ng 

Hillsborough Bay , on the 17~~ April; I learned that the party 

had pafsed out the preceeding evening . I availed myself of the 

first opportunity and returned by N. Orleans , r eaching Little 

Rock only a few hours after t he party left there . So soon as 

10 9· 

I could receive the necefsary papers from Capt Brown , I repa i red 

to this .place on horseback, whe r e t he party were landed on the 

th morning of the 9 ,,. I arr ived he re to day and find that on 

landing there were about fifteen of the party sick . The 

measles has broken out among them . There are now seventy 

eight sick (56 cases of me asles . ) Numbers have di ed . I 

relieve Lieut. Meade i n charge and proced with t he party 

tomorrow. 

Very respectfully 

Your obt Servant 

J. Van Horne Lieut 3 Inf 

Brig~ Gen. G~ o. Gibson DisbS Agent Semi noles 

Com. Gen. Subsistence 

(OIA: Eminole (Emigr.) File # 63-65-66. Rock Roe. 1836. # 66.) 



Wascipa 

May 28 . 1836 

My dear Sir 

In the absence of the Executive & Secretary from 

our Te·rritory, I have t aken the liberty of transmitting 

to you, information which has been communicated to me , 

and which may requ i re the humane interpretation of our 

Government - I ndeed I f ear , ~f all the s tatements in the 

case b e correct , that the fate of Blunt & his pa~ty may 

operate mos t i n j ur i ously on the removal of the other In

dian bands on the Appalachecola, as well of the Seminoles 

gene r ally -

Genl Thompson , our respectable agent, left Florida, 

as you no doub t have been advised , some time since with 

Blunt and h i s adherents for New Orleans , on their route 

to the Texas - Havi ng consummated with h im all the ar

rangements s tipulated in the Treaty; he placed Blunt 

under t he dlrection of Gui des , as I have been informed, 

and saw his par ty embark on board for t he est - Short-

ly after Thomps ons separation from Blunt , an Individual 

by the name of Price, & who it appears al edged a heavy 

pecuniary claim against that Chief succeeded in obtain

ing a writ fo r his ·apprehension - Blunt was pursued & 

brought to Or l eans & the r e l odged i n pri son . Anxi ous 

to avoid any difficulty & r e join hi s party who had been 
not 

stopped & couldAproceed without him, he compromised , as 

he ignorantly supposed, having no f riend or adviser, & 

paid Price 2000 dollars - After his re l ease he wa s 
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again arrested by a cla im set up by the same Individual 

& compelled to pay 3000 dollars i n addit i on - Distrefs 

however unde r these a cts b r ought on the Cholera of whi ch 

he died; & h is party ha ve consequently been left to the 

mercy of t he good Peopl e of New Orleans about which city , 

from the l a st a ccount s, t hey were wandering in a most 

miserable & des t i t ut e . state -

I communi cate the facts as they have been reported 

to me & without vouching for their correct~efs I am sat

isfi ed that s uff i cient has occurred to pr ompt probably 

an invest i gation or enquiry on your part , with a view 

to any governmental interposition, if necessary, for the 

relief of the i gnorant sufferers - Very p obably , how

ever, st a t~ments in relat i on to the affair have reached you 

- direc t f rom Orleans , & that the necefsary steps have 

been taken t o afs ist the party on their journey & pre -

vent the r e turn of any of the Indians to this quarter -

Should a solitary individual of the party find his way 

back it mi ght operate mos t unfavourably on the speedy 

execution of t he Tre aty a t Paynes landing - I see from 

the papers t h e treaty has be~n ratified & I trust that 

appropriations will soon be made to enable y ou to com

mence the work of mi gr ation - The I ndians expect i ng to 

migrate the last fall have made no prov i s i ons for their 

subsistence & have the l as t wint er been ver y trouble-

1 11 



some among the settlements 

Respectfully yours, 

J Gadsden 

(OIA: 1834 Apalachicolas. Jas. Gadsden. Death of Chi ef 
Blount. The above letter was addressed to L Cass, Secre
tary of War.) 
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Little Rock 

June 1. 1836 

Sir -

I have to inform you that Mr . Sheffield , Actg . Sup~ 

of the Removal of the Seminoles has just reached this ~ith 

8 Emigrants, and not being desirous of proceeding any fur

ther with them, I direct ed Lieut. Mead to take charge of 

and conduct them to their New country . They left here this 

afternoon in Steamboat Compromise - wi ll probably be de 

barked at Fort Coffee, and from thence proceed by land to 

their New homes on the Canadian -

Lieut. Meade will be detajned on this duty some 15 or 

20 days; after which he will proceed to the head Quarters of 

his Regiment. This is mentioned that the cause of his not 

earlier reporting may be known, should enquiries in relation 

thereto be made. 

11 3 ' 

Mr. Sheffield i nfo rms me that he shall proceed from this 

to Kentucky. 

Respectfully 

Your Obt. Svt . 

Gen! Geo. Gibson 

Corny. Genl of Sub. 

~a shington D. C. 

J Brovm Capt. U. S . A. 

pr Dis. Agt Ind Rem~ 

(OIA: seminole (Emigr.) File Little Rock. 1836.) 



Gadsden County lo r i a . 

J u l y 12~h A. D. 1836 . 

Gen~ Gibs on, 

Dear S i r my commi ssion as agent f o ,• the Appala chicola, 

Indians beari n g d a te June l4~h Came t o h~nd a bout 30~h o f 

said month . I i mmed i a t e l y p r oc e e d e d t o their Town . and 

have h ad an inter v i ew wi t h those ch i ef s J ohn : a l lcer and 

Econchat tami c c o . the latte r who i s ye t in the wood s s ome 

Sixty mi le s South enc amp ed on a n I sland i n the iver Ap 

palach i c ola , togathe r with h i s tribe who a r e e n t i re l y 

destitute of the n e cessari e s of life . I had a long se r 

ious d i sc ours e wi t h t hi s old c h i e f who i s quit e i n t el l i-

gent as a s on of t h e fores t. I gave h i m my i nstruct i on s 

from your depa r t ment . quite f r ank & candi d , t hrough h is 

grand son J oe Ri£ey , a half b reed who sp eak s engl ish , quit e 

fl uent ly and who i s very i nf l uenc i al among them . t he o ld 

man toga t he r with hi s Sub c h i efs S i x i n numbe r , li s tened 

att en t i ve ly. I insi s t ed on the i r e tur n t o t he ir r e serve 

on the Chattahoo chi e , en t h e old chi ef observed t hat hi s 

Father a nd Grandfa t her h a d lived & di ed v e ry ag ed men s ome 

6. or 8. mil es a bove h is r e s erve on the r i ver . t hat in h i s 

youth they t old h im t hey & the i r t r i be had n ev e r shed the 

blood o f any white pers on . t hat he has pursued the lik e peace 

able & fri endly cour se t oward s his white ne i ghbo r s and whe n 

called on by the Gove rnor in Fe bruary last f or h s y oung 

warriors. to nid the white s aga inst t he l awl e ss Semi n oles 

they went fo r t h with. and his Gran dson. Jo e Ril ey a s their 



Captain & leader. that about the first week in March fol

lowing some of h is neares t white neighbors . whom he took 

for his best fri ends made a ball and induced his Slaves. 

22. in number to attend it when they were seized & taken 

to New Orleans and sold , i th the exception of 4 . young 

fellows. who report says jumped overboard the Stea mer who 

conveyed them near iobile t wo of whom he understands are 

advertised in ontg omery Jail. Alabama , he insists on me 

to accompany h is Grandson and procure them as soon as pos

sible which in order to accommodate h i m I am disposed to 

do, for I believe h im to be a truly honest man having 

known him for 15. years . he told me that he believed no 

other man would have put up with such treatment this band 

of robbers being afraid, came i n the night & took away all 

t he fir e arms of said town , telling some of said Indian s 

that the militia of said County were ordered out & would 

slay them en masse , they became alarmed & fled down the 

river where they are almost starving . and afraid to re 

turn h ome they had planted f i ne crops a n d we r e f orc ed 

away to save their lives . Joe Riley is the only person 

who remained on the reserve he has some 10. or 15. acres 

of good corn growing 

I could not get their exact number Several being in 

the woods hunting fish i ng &c. the Chiefs say they think 

the 2. towns do not now exceed 300 . souls . I shall vis it 

them shortly again when I shall endeavor to get t1eir ex

act numbers. and repo r t the same to you. they are very 
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much in hope s t hat Government will order some assistance 

to them i n the i r pre s ent s t arv i ng Condi tion . in my opin-

ion they s hould hav e a few Beeves and some Corn found 

them, I wish C ap~ Ri l ey to be my Interpreter he is quite 

intelligent and I believe very honest . in hopes to hear 

from you on the r ecept i on of those few hurried lines I re-

main 

Yours with r e spec t . 

Archibald Smith . 

Gen! Ge orge Gi bs on. 

ComY Gen1 Sub . 

(OIA: Seminole (Emigr .) File (Apalachicolas) Gadsden , Fla . 
7/12,1836 Smith, Arc hi bald. -::- ~ Relative to his interview c . ) 



Versaille s (K} July 21~~ 1836 

Sir. 

I must presume you will excuse even impropr i eties 

of well intend ed Opini on or of suggestions well intended 

upon Subjects of publick i mportance . The Main Subject of 

the hints intended by this letter is t he Condition and 

Jeopardy ( a s I conc e i ve ) of Several of t he Southern tates . 
and is 

A r evol ution exists iR-~ePRa~e undecided between 
~ 

Mexico and Texas, How the part i es no w ' tand in relat i on 

to each other, i s uncertain at least with us . But one 

thing we are certain of ; that the Texian revolt and war , 

is a strong exc f ting cause , why may not the indi ans in 

its vic i nity and even more remote f eel i ts influence ? 

The creek and Seminole War i s another exciting cause , 

and as I f ea r pregnant with tremendous consequences . 

Our lat est information f rom thence , i ndicates a 

temper in the Creeks to make peace , I had fi rm hoped 

that as they had been so succefsful i n t heir depreda t i ons 

and barbarity and succefsful i n the Choice motives of 

savages "plunde r" that they would have he l d out t il l they 

would have experienced some of t he consequences of their 
the 

temerity by~retribution they had provok 1d . Whether they 

they are or are not inclin'd to obtain peace and pres ent 

safety, or not, such an event must happen, as also with 

the Seminoles. And what then? They will probably agree 

to remove, both tribes in the Course of the pres ent Cam-

paign - and where to? 



I hope not yet, and under present circumstances to 

the Territory of Arkansas, back of that New and defence

lets State- Louisiana I believe is a most defencelefs and 

indefensable State in reference to its Neighbouring powers 

in the ~orld and especially in the Western ~orld, Texas not 

excepted. I am not inform 1d of the numerical strength of 

the Indians back of Arkansas nor of t hose on both sides of 

the line between the United States and Mexico or Texas; but 
I 

ASUppose that the Arkansas territory has sufficient of them 

for one frontier or much lets •kas of their Number to over-

run both Arkansas & Louisiana before before efficient aid 

could be had there, by official orders, from the Neighbour

ing states. And •ka• if there were none on the Arkansas 

borders, that the Creeks &·Seminoles if remov'd, there by 

bringing out lefs than half their Numbers could conquer 

both States in a few weeks or at least from within one 

hundred Miles above New orleans to the Mifsouri line. I 

have traversed last winter in Louisiana for about one hun-

dred Miles Square central about equidistant between the 

Mouth of the Red and Mifsouri Rivers and say that it is 

the most defencelefs and indefensible region as I believe 

in the world, where men live. I jude of the balance of 

Louisiana east of the Mifsitsippi and above New orleans 

from the above named observations. and Mainly of the in

defensibility of Arkansas by the same rules. Indians can 

subsist an army any where in the Settled parts of those 

States and generallJ can if opposed Shelter themselves 



from any fource in Cain breaks and Morafses especially so 

in Louisiana and am inform'd substantially so in Arkansas. 

I conclude that if there be discretionary powers, or au~hor

ity for the removal of those Hostiles which leaves to the 

Executive of the Nation any discretion as to the time and 

place when & where they shall be, ~aa~ located. That nub-... 

lick safety and interest might require a hesitancy at 

least till congrefs shall again meet and deliberate on 

the Subject. 

I hope that the apprehensions above indicated may 

never be realized. And must ask the favour of your Excel
ing 

lency to excuse the trouble I give you in addref~you these 

lines 

And have the honour to be Yr Obt Servt 

Herman Bowmar 

(OIA: Florida File (B41) Versailles. 1836.) 
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Gadsde n County , F . 

J uly t he 25~h A. D. 1 836 . 

Gent Gib s on . 

Dear Si r I wrote y ou a few hasty l i nes on the 12~h 

Instant. and am a n x i ously ~aiting an answe r . I have late-

ly be en ov e r t o s e e J ohn {a lker his tribe , f o rmerly 

known a s Mulatto Ki ngs town I gave them a talk on Monday 

last. they a r e we l l disposed people for I have liv d a 

neighbo r t o t hem n o v 15 . years . I ~a s one of the first 

settl e rs i n i d l e F l o r ida . I settled here in the win

t er of 1821 . t he i r prec i se numbers you will find beloN . 

this Town ran off with Ec onchattemicco . whe n he was ran 

o f f by tho se Vill ian s who t ook his Slaves . but r e turn ed 

h ome in t i me to save a part of their crops . they say 

they vi l l make about ha l f a s upport . they have here 

tofore made f ine crop s . they have requested me very 

part i c u larly t o loos e no time in wri t i ng to you on the 

Subj e ct of Some p rovi s i ons . viz . Some Corn & Beef . they 

say t hey h v e a l vmys assi sted . the whi te s when ever 

c a lled on , to g o aga i n st the Semi noles wh i ch I know to 

b e t he truth , i n c onsequ enc e of hich they say they 

h op e Government i ll a ssist them unt ill they can hel p 

t hemselve s I have urged 11 the young men t o go t o 

wo r k cutting wood & sell to the St eam Boa ts . in order 

to he l p out wi th a s u ppo rt . they say they a r e vlilling 

to d o s o. bu t cannot expe ct to mak e a ny money for i t 

til l n ear the end o f the year . a s the Boa ts wi ll n ot 
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run till winter , in regard to emi grat ing they say they 

can never Cons ent to l eave Florid a and live neighbors 

to the Creeks , or Semi noles . that the ir ancestors have 

lived . and their bon e s are no w mouldering on those res 

erves . that those r e se rvat i ons we re guarranteed to them 

in fee simple by the treaty of Camp Moultrie , so long as 

they cho se to rema i n t he reon &c , that if Government will 

not s~fer them to remain on t he i r own lands they will 

suffer to be ma s sac reed . without emigrating to a strange 

land there to be butchered by the Savage creeks & Semin

oles who have oftime s endeavor . d to persuade them to as sist 

in their wars. &c but have always resisted from joining 

with them. a nd are now di s posed to live and d ie . on those 

reservations . that they are villing to turn t heir attention 

to agricultural pursuits . and live in harmony with the 

whites . that they h ope the Creeks & Seminoles will be 

removed before long . that ten th ,y can live in peace 

with their whit e ne i ghbors the old chi ef Econchattamicco . 

with his tribe are still out i n the woods . I have s ent 

his Grandson Cap~ Riley an d an influencial Sub chief 

last week to induc e im to com home , Gov . Call has 

written to me lately to spare no pa i ns in getting them 

home again and r equ sted me to fu nish them Some co r n 

to do them untill we can be more fully i nstru t ed from 

your Department on the sub j ect . y ou will b e kind enough 

to Communicate to me on the reception of those few hur -

rie( lines how I shall proceed for I a s s ure y ou they are 



in a Sufferine Condition , I shall set out in a day t wo 

to bring t hem home & then r'eport t he ir exact numbers 

&c &c in hope s t o hear from y ou Sho . tly I remain 

yours truly . 

Archi bald Smith . Jr . 

Gen! G. Gibson CornY . Gen~ Subs~ 

An Accurate account of John Va l ke rs tribe of Ind i ans . 

situa t ed on the Ap~al a chic ol a river . this 1 8~h July A. D. 

1836 . 

arrior s 31 . 

" .'~, ive s 32 . 

Aged persons. wi dows . wi dowers . &c 45 . 

Boys over 10. y ears & under 20 years of age , 29 . 

Girls " 10 . II It 20 . II It 20 . 

Small children 24 . 

Total. 181 . 

A. s . J r . 

(OIA: Seminol e (Emi gr . ) i le {Apalachi cola s ) Gadsden , Fla . 
7/ 12 , 1836 . Smith , Arc hi ba l d . · ~-::- Relative to his i nte rv i ew 
&c . ) 



Litt l e Rock 

Sept . 10 . 1836 . 

Sir -

Your communicationsof the 22d ultimo have been re -

ceived. The Letter t o Lieut . J . Van Horne has been for -

warded to h i m. The error in relation to his (Lt . V. H. ) 

having credi ted Li eut . Meade with $1 , 500, is as you have 

surmised - i t should have been credited as received of me 

instead of Li eut . Meade. -

These a r e the circumstances: - On the Emigrants 

re·aching t hi s place, the health of Lieut. Harris prevented 

him from accompanying them any further . In consequence of 

which I pl aced the party in charge of Lieut . Meade, and 

gave hi m $1500 to meet such expenses as might occur on the 

route after leaving the Steam Boat - the accounts accruing 

thereon to be settled at this Office ~c. This was on the 

th 6 •. of May. On the 9~~ following Lieut . Van Horne reached 

this from Florida ; at which date I furnished him with $500 , 

and directed him to proceed without delay , and to take 

charge of the party of Emigrants , wherever found - which 

was, a s i t appears , at MCLains' Bottom, - And where he 

believed Li eut . Meade of his charge . Lieut . Meade at 

that place turned over to Li eut . Van Horne the $1 . 500 , 

and took t he r eceipt i n my name and on reaching this 
' s handed t he same over to me which cancelled his (Lt. M. ) 

receipt f or the ~1 , 500 . Lieut . Van Horne doubtless 

omitted at the t ime to make the necefsary Memoranda 
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in relation to the reception of the Funds. -

Respectfully 

Gen! Geo. Gibson 

CornY Genl. of Sub. 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt. Set . 

J Brown Capt U.S.A. 

pr Dis Agt Ind Rem~ 

Washington, D. c. 

P.S. P~ckage received by last night's Mail , addressed to 

Lieut. Harris has been forwarded to him at ashington , D.C. 

(OIA: Seminole (Emigr.) File Little Rock . 1836.) 
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Harris J. :'T. Lieu~ U.s .A. O. I . 
' October 28 , 1836 . 

Tou at Port smouth , .r ew Hamps_i re . 

I have recei ved your l etter of the 22nd , i nst a.rd:; , 

and in r epl have t o state , that nppl i c .t i on vvas made at t he udi t -

ors office to investigate t he several agents accounts , a s pr omi sed 

when you were here , but i n consequence of the unavoidable bsence of 

t he c l erk who had ,har ge of t e paper s , it vras no complied wi th ; 

r epeat ed a pplications have si nce been .de nd the same excuse of -

far ed . - Now, a f suming that the state ent made b1 you i s correct , 

I have directed a r ffini t nee t o be made t o you t Port smouth , of 

300$ the bale.nce cl a im ed by Cud joe o " his services s Inter preter , 

in full t o 31s t , Dec ber , l ast . 

C. • H. 

(OIA: In di an Off i ce Let t er Book 1: o. 20. L tt r of Co! . · ssioner o_ 
Indi an .ffa.irs , C. • Har r is . ) 
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General Gibson. 

Gadsden County. Florida. 

th October 30. A. D. 1836. 

Dear Sir. Your k ind l etters bearing date 17th. 

September. & 5th. this Instant . accompanying a Sett of 

Blanks &c. have some time since came to hand , You are 

no doubt surprised in not receiving a reply ere now, I 

hope you will pardon me when I tell you that I am almost 

daily from home, beside s the duties incumbent on me from 

your Department, I have to obey every Call from our Execu-

tive, which he may s ee proper to i nstruct me with , also I 

am happy to say to you, that those Chiefs & Warriors, are 

always loth to part with me when among them . On the ar-

rival of your letters I vas f rom home, pu suant to instruc-

tions from the Execut ve, in order to muster the arriors 

under my Control in to the United State s Service , i n Con

pany with the Florida Militia, & Tennessee Volunteers , this 

I have done to my own Satisfaction , and with much Credit to the 

Appalachicola Indians, as they have turned out (en massee . ) 

with the exception of some sick, they marched f rom my house 

on the 26~h last month, (September. ) I have commenced 

furnishing Beef & Corn meal to them some time since, I 

am truly sorry the appropriation was not larger as no doubt 

in my opinion those warr iors will be kept i n the Service 

4. or 6. months, report says that out of 90. friendly In-

diana and a few regulars Composing the advance guard of 

the main army they were ambuscaded lately near Tampa bay, 



and 60. friendly Indians kill ed dead, and a great number mor

tally wounded, I am f earful this Seminole ar i~ gotng to 

last some time yet, it is certainly it is managed badly as 

usual, the men & horses starving for provisions , I am truly 

thankful to you, & the ~ar Department also for the renewal 

of my Commission, my appointment as Agent appears to give 

general Satisfaction to all parties here as far as I know . 

I am truly affec t ed on Shaking hands with each warrior when 

we parted between here & Tallahassee . they were fully ap

prised that my Commission might Cease on the l~t this month , 

they told me they were much in hope s Government would con

tinue me as thei r agent so long at least as they lived on the 

Apalachicola river. they said on their return from t h e Cam

paign, they should hold a general Council, in regard to Emi 

gration, and should they conclude to i'migrate they wished me 

to accompany them to Arkansas. I t old them that was not as 

I pleased , that Government would manage that , as it saw 

proper. they then insisted I should write to the (Vashing 

ton Micco, as they cal l the President . ) to prolong my com

mission until their return home at least, I told them I 

did not wish to do so. if I was continued I should take 

great pleasure in protecting their families &c in the i r 

absence, they then said if they had time , they would endeavor 

· to get some white f r iend to write a l etter from them to the 

President , recommend ing me as t he i r favorite Agent local & 

Emigrating &c, it is certainly troublesome and expensive 

to me, yet I take pleasure in seeing them justified as I 
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know how basely they h ave been treated in the last 15 . years 

that I have been personally acquainted with them, I am happy 

to say to you that it appears to be a general belief here 

that if they can be induc ed to •mi grate to the West , that I 

am the most fit pe rson in Florida , to Stimulate them, it ap 

peared to be a general belief amon the ~ bites , that they 

would not join us in t he Seminole ~ar , but they have been 

very agreeably disappointed, I d isl ike to boast or speak 

of my own good deeds , but the truth is . I believe I can in-

duce those Indi ans to do any thing in reason, I think on 

their return home from the campaign Should it still be the 

wish of Government that they shoul d remove a liberal offer 

by Government should be ·made them fo r their reserves . they 

are much perplexed by Indi viduals almost daily trying to 

buy their l ands . of fering prices which I dare say they never 

intend to pay the half of. i t is my candid opinion that if 

E. Conchatt emic co. had his slaves , o a fair price for them 

in Cash, (Silver or U. S . notes.) that they would emfgrate i _n 

a year from now, there have been several applications for 
. .. 

both reserves to me l a tely $6.000 . . ! or John ~ alkers . & 

11.000 f or Conchattemiccoes you can let this be made known 
~ 

to the Honorable Sec re tary of War , relativ e to my small 

Salary. it will be thankfully received when ·ever Conven

ient to you to forward it. as I am compelled to hi re a 

young man to Carry on my farm, I have now given you a 

brief Sketch of matters here Connected with duties as 

agent. lVrite me as often as convenient . ror rest assured 



it wil l afford me much sati sfacti on particularly to know the 

wishes of Government r elat i ve the Appalachicola Indians . 

In much haste I am yours respectfully 

Archibald Smith . Jr . 

Gent Geor ge Gibson . 

Washi ngton Ci ty . 

( OL ; Flo r i da Emigrat i on File ( 893 - 125} . Gadsden . 1836 . S- 93 . ) 
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O. I. 

n ovember 3, 1836 . 

Ha i J . 1. t rr s, • , • J.eu, 

Disb~ Agent Semi noles , Poxtsmouth, N. H. 

I acknov.rl edge the r ecei pt of your letter of the 26th 

ulto, ·with vour accotmt cur rent and property return for the 3rd 

quarter of tne cur rent yero·. 

The 1nilita11f operations now in pr ogref s i n lorida , 

if attended \vith the expected suocefs , vd l l soon px oduce an emi -

gration of Seminole Indians and i n t e di scharge of tlrls duvy , now 

devolved upon me , I earnestly hope for t e aid of ~rour ong tried 

zeal and abili ty and extensive experience i n the businefs of emi-

gration. The del icate state of your health, which I regret f rom 

considerati ons connected ·with the publi c service , .s vrell a s from 

those of a character applicable t o yourse f persona l y, as l ed me 

to fear that you mi gh n o· be ab l e t o r epair t o t e scene of opera-

tions at the mom nt r equir e • I t. vrould give me p easure to receive 

f'ram you an a f suran ce that you wiJ.l e able according to present 

prospects, o resume the discharge of your du ies as disbursing 

agent for Seminoles on short notice i f yo·ur services s a l l be r e-

quired. You wi l l o l i ge me by cammunicatine; .rour views and expec-

tations on this subject . 

C. • H. 

(OIA: Indian Offi e Letter Book 1~ o/ 20. Letter of Co..rroniss i oner 
ot Indian Affai rs , c. A. Harr is .) 
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To 

c. A. Harris Es~r 

Portsmouth N - H 

8th Novr : - 1836 

Commifsioner of Ind ian Affairs 

Sir 

I have the h onour to acknowledge the rec~ 

of your letters of the 28t~ ultimo , & of the 2d & 3d inst . -

In reply to the latter very polit e Communication in 

which you a r e pleased to attach a consideration far beyond 

their deserts to my previous humble efforts in the Service 

of a department, the Execution of whose dut i es has recently 

devolved upon you, & to my Capacities to render further aid 

- I regret that it is not i n my power to insure you the af 

sistance which you so flatt eringly ask of me . -

The pres ent condition of my health will not jus tify a 

belief that I will be in bodily condition to repair to the 

" Scene of Seminole operati ons" for some weeks : - It is j ust 

now quit e beyong the foresight of my attendant physician to 

say when.- Should t here be -therefore a likelihood of your 

Sheedily requir ing a Disbursing Agent in Florida , I vould 

respectfully advise that my · uccefsor be named without 

delay. -

,,.1 i th deference I would neverthelefs suggest that un-

lefs you can secure f or that off ice the Servic es of one 

able & experienced in the duti es which will be required 

of him, & who can likewise repair promptly to the Scene 
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of Operations; y ou had better intrust t he entire removal 

of the Seminol es t o the Quartermaste r s ' D partment under 

the Supe rint endenc e of the General Commanding in Florida , 

& caus e the expenses of the Same to be hereafter trans

ferred to your bureau . - For m. f urther views in relation 

to· this r emoval I have the honour to r efer you to the 

•concluding Remarks ' of my Journal of Occurrenqes ' en r out e • 

of a party of Seminol e Ind ians conducted by me in April 

& May l ast to the /est of the [ifsifsippi R. -

Should you Employ a Disbursing Agent & requi re his 

presence i n Florida , his destination shoul d be Fo~t Brooke ; 

& probabl y his most c ertain & expedit ous route , to take ship

ping at New Orleans in some one of the Gov erTh~ent transports 

carrying Military Supplies almost weekly to Tampa Bay . -

I h ve als o the hono to cover to your addrefs per 

todays' mail my Journal of Oc currence s t en route ' of a 

party of Cherokee Indians , ~migrated by me in the Spring 

of 1834 ; of vhich I understand ther e is no Official Copy 

in the bureau, and from which ;.. .... making indulgent allow

ances f or t he Mafs of i dl e mat ter to be f ound in a some 

what pr ivate diary - Some experience may be gleaned o an 

~igration most d i sast r ous i n its progrefs & immedi at e 

r esults, & wh ich pr ospectively points out a wa r ning & a 

lefson. - Th i s I t hought might - i n the Contemplated re 

mova l of t hat Na tion - b e of a i d t o you . - What ful"ther 

afsistance I can be of, ei t her i m dr awing up plans or 



Estimates, or marking out the details for the removal 

of these or other Indi ans, whilst whilst confin ed to my 

sick chamber (fo r although somewhat shackl ed as to my 

feet just now, ~t is rarely that I have not t he fr ee 

use of my hands) - is most Cheerfully t ende r ed to you . 

Indeed I would far rather feel & be considered as doing 

Some thing, than to be altogether laid by upon the Sick 

list. - Please r eturn the Jour nal when you have done 

with it. -

I likewise beg leave resp ec t f ully to pall your 

Early Consideration to a file of papers , Contai~ing 

Sundry r ep or ts ~ stimates of Li eut: Van Horne & my-

self on c laims for Spoliations aga nst t he ' fri endly 

Seminole Indi ans 1 , presented by myse·lf at the Office of 

2roig~ation on 6~~ Octr: ultimo ; & the originals of Sev eral 

of which - since ascertained to have miscarri ed on the way 

- had b een written & forwarded by me to the Hon : Secretary 

of Var as early as the 25th July last ; and of Nhich I have 

as yet d rec •. no advices of action thereon by Either of the 

departments . -

·"ith afsurance s of high Consideration Esteem 

I ha e the honou: to be , Si r 

Your Obt Sert. 

Joseph · Harr is 

Li eut: Disbg: Agent 

Actg: upt ; Sem!~ I nd ans 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr .) il e H- 36- 40- 41 - 420 . L t tle Ro k . 
1836. H-40. ) 
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March the 12~h A. D. 1837 . 

c. A. Harris. Esqr 

Dear Sir. 

I now take u p my pen to inform you that I have 

last evening arrived at h ome from visiting the black water 

bay Indians. having s e t out from home on the morning of the 

26~h l a st month , being prevented by heavy rains some ten or 

twelve days, f rom starting , having engaged a n Interpreter 

and a horse fo~ h im to r i de we set out on onday morni ng 

Feb. 27~h from alkers Town . that night lay in 1.Vebbville 

where I was told that the Hostile Creek Ind ians . were mak
course 

ing theirA d own on the ~est side of Choctawhatchie river . in 

order to join the bla ck water Ind i ans . on the Coast . that it 

would probably cost me my life to make the trip . but having 

then travelled two days I d id not wish to return, wishing 

to see the black waters i f poss ible before the arrival of 

the runaway Creeks . we accordingly rushed f orward and 

reached Pitmans . ferry on the Choctawhatchie that night 

at 9. Oclock. h ving travelled 48 . miles and swam 3 . 

large Cre eks . the Ind i ans that night ( 28~h) murdered the 

family of Arthur Alberson. 2 miles above ~r . Pi tmans . we 

pushed on bringing the sad n ews to ev ery settlement in our 

way untill we arrived at t he head of black water bay . on 

Friday night March 3 :d early next morning I wrote a hasty 

letter to a friend , i n Pensacola, Stating every pa ti cular, 

and reque sting a total suspension of the Sale of Powder 

& Lead, to all Ind i ans and a lso to all :bite men who 



might be suspected of Sell i ng to the Ind i ans . I was told 

the black waters lived on the point of land called Sc ravans 

point, at the mouth of black wate r bay on St . Rosas sound , 

I procured a Yawl boat & 3 hand s and set off the t i de going 

out. we soon made the ' r Tov~1 . they are 41 . i n number . be 

sides two very old Spaniards . who are intermarri ed with 

them. they informed me that the i r f athers emi grat ed to that 

spot about the time of t he r evoluti onary ar . that every 

one then living were born & raised ther e . that they C a~e 

from the old Tuckabatchi e Town . near where the To~m of 

Montgomery in Alabama no w stands . that the land they r es i de 

on is a Spanish Grant of 800 . Arpens . belonging to an old 

Spanish lady in Pensacola . there are 9 . or 10 . men and 

all have famili e s some have children & others have no t . 

making a total of 41 . in number . they spe ak english toler

able well most of them. and make a support by Catching 

Fish & Oysters. f or the Pe nsac ola market . whi ch I was told 

is 20. miles distant, they have divers little sai l boats, 

and travel ~ herever t hey please . I ~as much pleased with 

their Conduct and told them I wa s sent t here by the Govern

ment to inform them that the Creek Ind ians . had broke away 

from Fo r t Mitchel l had committed several murders . & were 

then I thought not far from them. as they had crofsed Pea 

River. some 3 . or 4 . days before then all going down South , 

(I took this plan to get t he truth fr om them) they then 

told me that one of t h ir women was out i n the woods some 

few miles back pe rhaps the day before and saw t wo Indian 



boys. who i nformed her they belonged to 4 . Camps of 

Coweta Indi ans. VJho were a few miles bact - that they were 

resolved to d ie, rather than emigrate to Arkansas . that a 

great many more would come down shortly an endeavor to 

live on the Coast from there to the mouth of the Choctaw-

hatchie from what I have s n I am fearful that distress 

will pervade the most part of 17est lorida . f o r orne time . 

on our return after Crossing Yellow river . we took a lef't 

hand road through the lowe r Counties of Alabama to avoid 

several large deep creeks c . but we had a severe /~orn 

paper7 i nhabi tants were mostly fo rt ified . provisions 

scarce & dear we /forn puper7 much part icularly our horses . 

as we were obl i ged to travel 50 . miles 2 or 3 . days to find 

houses where ve could stay . the Ind i a ns of those two Towns 

were afr~id to undertake the jou ney . I had t o pay a woman 

50. Cents per day for a horse . and by much p e suasion got 

an Interpreter at f$ /forn paper7 pe day . which I agreed to 

pay on our arrival at :.ralkers To~vn . which I have now per-

formed, I told the Indians on Black ·ater that their 

future happiness no w depended on their om Conduct in 

regard to the /torn paper7 they assured me they should 

keep a vigilant water /forn paper7 that should they at 

tempt to come near them they shouJd remove their families 

to Pensacola. and a ssist the whites in subduin them in 

this I greatl encouraged them , an t ook my leave , I be 

lieve a great many Indians have gon dovm from the Creek 

nation. repor ts say 300 . I saw divers persons who pur

sued their trails and saw they say upwards of 100 . in 
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one gang. and vere decently floggg by them , enclosed you 

will find my accounts & vouchers . &c &cc with much 

respect I remain your fri end . obt Servant . 

Archibald Smith . Jr 

P . S. until my latest moments I shall never forget the kind 

ness bestowed on us. by the inhabitants . particularly of 

Black Vater Bay . furnishing us and our horses one day & 

2. nights. a Boat 3 . hands . one day and would not have 

one cent. 

Arch1 Smith Jr . 

(OIA: Seminole (Emigr . ) Fil e S-156- 163 - 194- 204- 238 . Gadsden. 
1837. S- 238 .) 



M~ Vernon Florida 

April 21 1837 

Sir 

In conversati on wi th the Chiefs of the palachicola In

dians - held t his day I have been much astonished by the all 

most starving condi t i on they are in - They are c ertainly in 

a most hopel efs s t a t e -

The amt of provi sion ifsued to nearly 100 . of these I n

dians - which ha ve for years past been the allies of our 

country and ever have been the coadjutors with us in all of 

our troubles i n t he Territory - has been but some ten or 

twelve poor Beaves - f i fty Bushells of corn - with some few 

obher article s of but little account - Owing to the call 

made by Gov ernment for a party of these Indians - for the 

Var which we have been engaged i n for some time past -

they have been p revented from - making any crops - by which 

the , could sustain themselves - and therefore they are en

tirely destitute of any means for sustenance untill a crop 

can be raised - The Agent at this place I fear has been 

very remifs i n h i s duties - and perhaps has neglected to order 

- or to give them t hat afsi s t ance whi ch i t i s the pleasure 

of the Department they should hav~ -

If there is any means a t your d i sposal by which the 

necefsities of t h i s suffer i ng t r ibe can b e benefi tted -

you will do them much good to see that they a re i mmed i a t ely 

- ~elieved from their distrefsg situat ion -

I know not what t he ins tructions are to Mr Smith the 

Agent - but it ~s evident he either neglects - that wh ch 
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he ought to do - or there i s no t s uffici ent - attention paid 

to them -

I should be pleased fo the sake of t he Indi ans - at 

whose request I writ e that y ou would gi ve me such informa-

tion as may be consist ent wi th the Depart ment to grant 

Your early at tent ion s mos t resp ectfully solicited f or 

them -

I am i r 

Your ob S erv~ 

Lieu~ 1!1!1 H Brewster 

Hon-

Secretary ~/a r 

or. Super~ of Ind i an Affa i r s 

ashington 

D C 

(CIA: Florida (Apalachicol as) Fil e B215 . t . Vernon . 1837. ) 



Asst Quarter Master 's Office 

Fo t Jesup La . 4 Augt . 1837. 

Sir, 

I have enclosed herewith the receipt of the Ca shier of 

the Union Bank of New Orleans for $390 . deposited to the 

Credit of the Treasurer of the United States , this being 

the Amount received by me for payment to Appalachicola 

Chiefs, Blunt & Davy" being the ir proportion of the amount 

of Five thousand Dollars , provided for the Florida Indians 

in the Treaty of 1833. 

I have no t been able to obtain any information respect-

ing the above named Indi ans . 

I am Sir 

Very Respectful ly 

E B Alexander 

dg & 

To 

C. A Harris Esq. 

Comm~ Indian Affairs 

Vashington. D. C. 

(OIA: Florida ( Apalachicolas) File A-145-220. Fort Jesup. 
1837. A-220.) 
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Copy. 

Sir, 

Head Q~1rt ers, Army of the South, 

Tampa Bay , September 9th 1837. 

You will proceed wi th the ast detachment of Creek war-

riors on board the Tomoch ich i to Paf s Christian , ~1ere you 

will make arr angements to discharge the regiment . 

Lieut . F . Searle wi l l muster and d ischarge them, and 

Major D. Fra zi e r will pay them: they are to be mustered and 

paid to t h e t i me of thei r d i scharge : fo a lthough they were 

mustered into s ervice for t welve months , the contract with 

the Chi efs was for an indefinite period , a nd the . are ent tled 

to pay for the time they wi ll have been actually retained in 

servi ce . 

I desire you to see that eve ry comfor t and conveni ence 

which t he contractors are bound to p ovide , be secured to 

the Indi ans and that they be put in motion to the ,. e st with-

out unnec es sary delay . 

I desire you and Captain Boyd to afsist them in the trans -

acting of thei r business in New Orl eans . They ~ 1 1 de sire to 

make many purchases for thems lves and fami lies ; and they 
such 

s hou l d be advised not to ras te t heir money , but to pu chas~ 

article s only as shall be really usef ; they shoul d be told 

of the ne cessity of providing against the cold weath r wh "ch 

t hey will have to encounter before '"'hey arrive at their new 

homes; nd I w sl: you and Captain Boyd to a ssi st them n 

t he ir pur chas es , so as to prevent impo s ition bein prac-

tised upon them . 
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If on exami n i ng t h e contract fo their removal y ou 

should find t hat the contractors are not bound to furnish 

suff icient t ran sportation f or the sick and i nform , nor 

fo r the a rticles necessary for the i r comfort on the r oute , 

y ou a re authorized to d i rect Mr . Reynolds , or whosoever 

may be char ged wi th s up rintending the emigration , to make 

t he necess ary provis i on for thos e purposes . 

You will cause a · careful account of the killed , and 

of all the C hie~s and warriors who have died to be taken 

and f ur ni sh me a dupl i cate of it . You will send one copy 

direct t o the War Department . 

Advis e them not to change thei bank notes at a dis 

count : as the Government pa y them i n paper , it i s morrally 

bound t o make good any depreciation which may take place; 

the notes, i n the mean t i me , will obtain for them any arti

cle s wh i ch they may have oc cas ion to purchase; and should 

t hey sell them f or spec i e at a loss , the Gove r nment ould 

not be bound ~o r the l oss . Advi se them then to retain the 

same note s they re ceive , and to part with none but for such 

necessary artic le s _as they may require . 

It is desi r abl e t hat the second battalion be not de 

tained by the s l ow progress of the other bat t alions ; as 

the famili e s of t he Chiefs and warr i ors are already we st 

of the Mifs ifs ippi, i t is pr oper that they should be 

pushed on as rap i dl y a s po ssibl e . Should the 2nd bat 

talion move seperately , and you think it advi sab_e , or 

t he Ind i ans desi r e it, Capt ain Boyd may be continued in 
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service and accompany tha t bat t ali on to the west . In that 

event he will b e inst r uc t ed to p oc eed to ·· ashi ngton , on 

completing that servi ce , f or the settl ement of h is public 

accounts. 

You wil l cause all acc ount s for expre s s and other 

services performed by t he Inrl i ans to be made out and proper-

ly certified ; and they wi ll be paid by Li eut . Searle who 

will have f unds in h s hands f or that purpose . 

Should any case s arJ ise on wh ch you have not spec ifi c 

instruct i ons , you will cons i der yourself authori zed to exer-

cise a jud i c i o 1s di s c ret i on . 

Ha vi ng a c compl i shed ·t he service with wh ch you are novv 

charged ~-ou will join m whell:'eso ev er I may be , fo ' special 

duty. 

I am, a j or , 

Mos t res ec t f ully , 

Yr Ob Servt 

( Si gn e ) Th : S . J esup 

Ma j : Gen: C omd . 

Major 7. G. Freeman, 

Com'g Cr eek Volunt ers, 

Tampa Bay. 

(OIA: Seminole (Emig r .) Fi le Jl53 - 158- 161. St . August ine . 
1837. J-153.) 



Extract. 

Sir, 

Head ~ uarters , Army of the South, 

Tampa Bay , September 9 . 1837 . 

You wi ll proceed to the Pa ss Ch stian , and muster · 

the Creek Reg i ment out of ~ervice and onorably discharge 

them. The n you wi ll proceed to New Orleans and obtain 

funds t o pay the Creeks for the captured negros . 

The chiefs and warr i o r s who were actually in the field , 

and present at and a i ding in the capture of the negros are 

alone to receive any p rt of the sum allowed - those who 

remained in camp and d i d not march are to receive nothing . 

Eight thousand d ollars will be paid to the captors for the 

Seminole negros and t enty dol lars each for t hose the 

prope rty of ci t i zens The amount allowed for the Seminole 

negros will be apport i oned as follo ws , viz : to the first 

battalion, five thousand seven hundred dollars , to the 

second battalion , t wo thous and do lars , and to the spy 

battalion, three hundred dol l ars . 

You will exami ne ·the pri s oners at Fo t Pike , and ca se 

an accurate de scription to be t aken of them , specifyi ng 

their names, ages, he i ght, s ex and such other particulars 

as you may think important. They must all be comfort ably 

clothes at t he public expens e i mmediately , by the As s t . Qr . 

Master at New Orleans, who will k eep them properly clad . 

If the Asst. Qr Master think pr oper to place them in the 



barracks near New Or l eans , t h e negros mi ght be useful as la

bourers in the ~uartermaster ' s Depart ment: they woul d , how

ever, require a guard . You will confer wi th the Asst . Qr . 

Master, and inform me of h i s wi shes on the subject . 

Bowlegs will be t aken on and placed with the prisoners 

at For t Pike . 

Enclosed i s a lis t of the thirty five negros , the proper-

ty of citi zens , captured by the Ind i ans . ~welve were taken 

by the 1st - and. t went y t hr ee by the 2nd - battalion , and the 

division will be made i n that p roport i on . 

Having complet ed the dut i es with which . ou are charged 

by these instruc t i ons , you wi l l repai r with as little delay 

as pos s i b l e t o the Head Quar ters of this Army . 

Li eut. F . Searle , 

Acting Assistant 

I am, Si r , 

~ost respec t fully 

Yr ob Servt 

(Signed ) Th: S . Jesup 

Ma j or Gen : Comg 

Inspect or Gene ral , 

Army of t he South, 

Tampa Bay . 

(OIA; s eminol e (Emi gr .) Fi le Jl53 -158- 161 . St . August i ne . 
1837. J-153.) 



He ad ·ua r t e rs , Army of the South , 

t th S . Augustine , Sept . 24 •• 1837 . 

Sir, 

I h a ve re c e i v ed your l etter of the 7~~ instant . 

Ther e are thi r ty t hree Semino l e prisoners here , two at 

Tampa an d t wenty four at F ort Pi ke in Louifsiana - sixt een 

d ied, and the remainder b e i ng relat i ves of the creek Ind i a ns 

were allowe d to g o o f f with them . 

There is one Ind i an n egro here , sevent een at Tampa Bay , 

abou t e i ghty at F or t Pi ke and sev en have died . The Creek 

Ind i a n s were entitl ed t o a l l the Indian property they cap

tured. I compromised with t h em by purchas ing the negroe s 

f r om them on account of the Government , for whi ch I agreed 

to pa y them e ight thousand d o1lar s . Captai n Searl e has b een 

furnished with f unds an d d irected t o make the payment: I was 
pay 

a lso compelle d to~the I ndians a reward o f t ~enty dollars each 

f or t he n egro e s c aptured by them, the property o f c i tizens . 

The Semi n o l e negro p r isoners are now all the propert y 

of t he publi c . I have p r omi s ed Abraham the fre edom of his 

family if he b e f a i thful to us , an d I sha ll c ertainly h ang 

him if he wil l not b e fa i thful . The Semi n ole Annuity i t 

seems t o me mi gh t b e applied to t h is object , o r r a t her 

mi ght b e char ged with t he amount paid to the Ind i ans f or 

the negroe s. 

I shall turn over the f unds an d pape r s of t h e Ind i a n 

service to Captain Mor rison on my return t o Tampa Bay . 

¥~en I wrote to you on t he 5~h of June , I expected t o 

1.4G·-



visit New Orleans and Mobile where I int ended to turn over 

the funds f or which I va s acc ountable to the credit of the 

Treasurer, but not be i ng able to l eave this fronti er I had 

no opportunity of doing s o. 

I have employed Abraham as an Interpre t er . He will 

act as such whe n the troops take the fi eld and a lso as a 

guide. 

The Hon. 

c. A. Harris, 

I am , Sir , 

most respectfully , 

Your ob~ Serv~ 

!rh : S. Jesup 

Major Gen~ Com 

Commif sioner of I nd ian ffairs , 

'iashi ngton Ci ty . 
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A Copy. 

Gentlemen/ 

Head · Quarters, Army of the 

S outhS~ August ine Nov 13~ 1837 . 

When I received your note of today , I was too much engaged 

in businefs connected with the movements of the Troops , to re

ply in writing , but I des i red my aid- de - camp Lieut . Chambers 

to inf orm you that I would see you immediately on disposing 

of the matters which then required my attention . The inter

view which has just terminat ed has been highly satisfactory 

to me, and I appreciate fully the benevol ent and humane mo 

tives which have impelled your Chief to order , and you to 

undertake, the perilous interprize in which you propose to 

engage - • I have permitted Coe harjoe and As-seen yohola 

to send mefsengers to their people , to intive them to Come 

in and surrender , with the afsurance of protection fo r the 

future, and oblivion of the past - • I have those Chiefs 

to inform the Chiefs that are out through these Mefsengers 

of your presence at Head ~uarters , and of our humane and 

peaceful Mifsion - and I have author ized the Mefsengers to 

bear any mefsage which you may destre to send to any or all 

these Chiefs - The Mefsengers will depart tomorrow and I de

sire you to see the Chiefs Coa Hadjo and Asseen Yohola 

(Powel) in the morning , and in their presence , and with 

afsent, charge those Mefsengers with whatever you have 

to say -

In the mean time I desire an authenticated Copy of 

your instructions. My aid will take the Copy , and I de-



sire that he and One of your Members certify to its Cor

rectnef's - . 

I have the honor to be 

Gent lemen 

Your Ob~ Serv~ 

(Signed) T. S . Jefsup . aj~ Gen+ 

Mefsf8 Richard Fields 

Hair Conrad 

Jefse Busheyhead & 

Tho~ Y. oodward 

Cherokee Pelegation to the 

Seminoles of Florida - • 

Commanding -
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~rashington City 

To the Hon. Joel R. Poinsett 

Sec¥ of War . 

Sir -

h Nov . 29 . 1837 . 

I feel it my duty to inform you that I have just received 

another letter from Mr Rich~ Fields dated the 14~ inst, by 

which I am informed that the deputation have had another in-
with 

terview with Coe Harjoe & Oseola aaaeP the approbation of 

GenlJefsup and that two mefsengers have been dispatched for 

the purpose of telling the Seminoles to come in, and a lso of 

the presence of the Cherokee Mediation at Head Quarters of 

the Army - and that they shall go with the Army to Fort 

Mellon whenever the Commander in Chief takes up his line 

of march fo that post - at which place a reply will be 

expected from the Seminoles thro' the Mefsengers - • That 

Gen~Jefsup had remarked in conversation with him, t hat 

from information derived thro ' his interpreter that the 
of 

mefsage ~e~a the Cherokee deputation would have a happy 

effect upon the Seminoles - • 

Permit me in conclusion to add , I am pleased to dis-

cover from this intelligence that the prospects of the edia -

tion have afsumed a more f avorable aspect than heretofore -

as GentJefsup seem now to apprec i ate the importance and 

benevolent obj ect of the Cherokee Mifsion to Florida -

Its succefs however, will depend much upon a judicious, 

liberal, just and prompt action in the Course to be 



adopted - I trust t herefore a perfect understanding will be 

maintained between the Cher okee deputat i on and the Officers , 

in their cooperation - • I t ak e the liberty of laying before 

you a Copy of a ~etteP Communi cation from Gen~ Jefsup to the 

Cherokee deputation, which has been recq thr t MrField - I have 

the honor to be, Sir 

Y~ Ob~ Hble Serv~ 

Jn Rofs 

(OIA: Florida (Seminoles) Fi le R- 1 - supplemental file . 1837 . ) 
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Sai nt Augustine 

20 Deer 1837 

To the 

Hon. J. R. Po i n s ett 

Sec 'Y. of Var 

Washington D- c. 
Sir 

I have this day received by exprefs f r om the Head ~uar

ters of Ma jor General T S Jesup Commanding Army of the outh 

a General order dated 16 Deer 1837 (a Cop. of which I here

with transmit) direct i ng that the Seminole Indians now i n 

confinement at this place should be sent to Savannah or 

Charleston as I mi ght select -

On consultation '~ith Lieut Col Fanning 4 Regt Artillery 

Com'g - at this Post , I have concluded it would be better to 

take them to harl eston , as they would be much more comfort -

able at this season of the Year in the quarters of either of 

Castle Pinckny or Fort Moultree than they could be in the 

Barracks at Savannah 

The whole number here are about Two hundred , amongst 

them the princple Chief Micanope , Cloud , Goa Hadjo and a 

few sub chiefs -

I beg leave respectfully to recommend that they be 

sent as early as practicaple to the Arkansaw , a s a number 

of them still have a hope that they will be left in the 

Country, ·r i th great respec t I have the Honor to be 

Your Obt set 

P. Morrison 

Capt & Infy Supt . Seminole Emigration 
(OIA: seminole (Emigr.)File M-271. St~u~ustine 1837.. - - 7-~-----==--__:___= 



Apalachicola Agency. January 4~h A. D. 1838 . 

c. A. Harris. Esq~ 

Dear Sir I now take up my pen to write you a few 

hurried lines. I wrote to you on the s~h of ovembcr 

last requestin an early answer relative to some Creek 

Indian prisoners whom the Apalachicola Indians had taken 

some time before then, my self & the Ind i ans under my 

control have been actively engaged dur ing t he fall & un

til now, in searching f or and bring i ng in t hose poor fu

gitives who have annoyed ~est Flori da for nearly 12 . months 

past, !e have now aucceeded in bringing in every Creek In-

dian in ~est Flori da , a runner has come to inform me to day 

that they have taken 71. and will be in at ' alkers To:n to 

night, we had previously taken 65 . makin now, 136. they 

are nearly naked and have been starving ever since they 

left the Creek nation, they have consumed what little pro

visions was in the Apalachicola Towns, and a ll hands are 

now without provisions. they think t hat I should now pro

vide for them all, provisions of every ktnd are remarkably 

1·5 3 

dear in Florida , and very scarce, I confess I feel at a consider

able loss. in regard to furnishing them , persons who have any 

provisions to spare must have the cash f or it, enclosed i n my 

last let ter was John Walkers. & E .conchattemicco~ receipts 

for thier annuity for 1836 & 1837. say 1220. $ . and my ac-

count for 100.$ being f or provisions furnished in June last 

&c. &c. which I hope you have received, I now enclose my ac

count & receipt t he rewith, f or my services up to 31. December 
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which I hope on the receipt of this you will forward to me , you 

cannot conceive the trouble and expense I have to incur in 

traversing the forests in search of tho se Creek Indians 

please write me on this subject as soon as possible , my 

own opinion is that the y shou l d be taken to some safe 

place where t he U. S . have provisions say Fort Brooke at 

Tampa Bay St. August ine , or Charleston , until the Semin-

oles can be had and emigrate togather but of thi s you will 

judge and advise me thereon in hopes to hear from you 

shortly I remain you~ friend and humble servant . 

Archibald Smith . Jr 

Agent Apal a chicola Indians 

(OIA: Florida( Emig~ . )File S741 . Apalach i cola . 1838 . ) 



Orders 

N? 62. 

) 
) 
) 

Head uarters , Ar my of t he South, 

For t Jup it er, Feby . 25~h 1838 . 

Par. 1. Se cond Li eutenant ~ . G. Fr eeman , of the 4~h 

Artillery, i s hereby a s s i gned to t he i mmedi a t e char ge of 

the Seminole Indi ans, and neg r oe s now assembling , or wh i ch 

may hereafter ass emble , i n t he vicinity of t his post . He 

will forthwith cause t hem to be enrolled ; and ~ ill take 

such othe r measures i n r e l ati on t o t hem as the Commanding 

General may direcy 

By order of Ma jor General Jesup , 

J . A. Chambe rs 

A. D. C. & A. A. Genl 

(OIA: Seminol e (Emi gr . ) i le F56 . Ft . Jup i t er . 1838 . ) 
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155 



Head ua rt ers, Army of the South , 

Camp near Fo r t Jupi ter , E. F . 

March l~t 1838 . 

Sir , 

Having be en a ssign ed to the superintendence of the Sem

inole Indians & n egroes , now assembling at this post, by the 

accompanying orde r of Ma j Gen~ Jesup, I have t h e honor t o 

transmit you, i n compliance with it s direction , a list of 

those pe rsons , who have been sent to Tampa for emigration 

Westward - b eside s the Indians t he re enume r at ed , t he re · are 

now in camp near this place one hundred n nety seven more , 

includ ing women and chi ldren , whom I h ave enrolled , & who 

are subs ist ed by the United States - I have been directed 

to enrol none whose f amilies are not in , as to such only 

as have brought i n the i r families , i s subsistence fur nished 

- that be ing t he best guar antee of their intent i on to remain . 

The Ind i ans a r e da i ly coming i n , in small bands , and I 

expect when all a rr i ve they will number about three hundred -

I am, Sir , Mo . r espectfully , 

C. A. Harris , Esq . 

Commissione r Ind . Af f a i rs 

~ashington City . 

Yr . obdt . Servt . 

1. G. Freeman 

Lt . 4~h Art i l l ery 

ActS ~upt . Semi nole 

(OIA : Seminole (Emigr . ) Fil e F56. Ft. Jupiter . 183 8 .) 
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New Orleans 13~1?- ~arc .... 1838 

Sir 

I arrived a t t h is place on t he e v ening of the 12~1?

inst, after a passage of 18 days during which period , I 

am happy to say the Ind ians - conduct d themselves with 

t he utmost propriety. Littl e o n o sicknefs except t a t 

created by the sea; the death s that occured on board , 

you will obse r v e b the at t ass ~ physician ' s Report 

( which I have t e h onor herewi th to enclose) that Several 

have d ied a nd that t e ir d isease vas contracted in Flori da . 

I leave h ere tomorr ow for Fo t Pi ke , in the interir , 

measures will be tak e n f o r employing the nec e s sary trans-

portation up the Mi fsifs i ppi and Arkansas r ivers; I am n 

hope to find the Arkansa s r i ver - Sufficiently h i gh as to 

admit of ascend i ng as far as Fort Gi bson . 

I n e lect ed to repo~t the emp l oyment of a s s i stants , 

in my letter of the 229 . An assistant con uctor wa s d i-
... 

rected by the uperi ntendant and Hr L . H. Sere va s ap-

pointed - D~ James S i mons of Charleston has been employed 

as an attending p ysician , and Joh n Smith as labourer n 

assisting in issuing rations a t .,p l . 50¢' p e r day . Smith 

was employed by the " Alab~ '"" i grat Comp " in mi grat ng 

the last party, is well acquainted with the d ifferent 

Stands on the route and no d oubt ~ ill be of g reat Servic 

to me. 

It appears, the Captain of the v essel that trans 

ported us from Charleston to this place ha d 1eceived in-
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structions, not t o employ Steam transportation from the 

Balize to t he ci t y, this being a matter of course , I d i d 

not deem i t nece ssary t o embrace it in the contract , con-

sequently demanded t owage and r e ceiv ed it; the Capt re-

quest s a communicat i on b e made from your Depart~ent to 
from 

h i s .owner, that he may be exempt,_any liability . The s um 

of j 2, 500-,,- I cons i der suffi cient to cover every expens e . 

icanopp i e and Co- D- Hadjo , principal chiefs , I leave 

at t he Barracks at this place according to instructions . 

C. A. Harr is Esqr 

commf Indian Affairs 

Washington. City 

I am, i r , 

Very respectfully 

Your ob~ Serv~ 

Jno. G. Reynol ds 

1st Li eut . U . ~ . M . C . 

& Di sb6 Agt. I nd . Dept . 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr.) Fi l e R208- 213 -220. Chax•leston . 
1838. R-220.) 



New Or l eans March 13~~ 1838 

Sir 

In complianc e with y our requ e s t I s en d you t he report 

of the Ind i an p r is one rs under y our ch r ge 

On Inspecting t he I nd i an s a t Fo rt •, oultri e I f ound 

fourt e en sick v i z 9 warri e rs , 3 women & 2 c h i l d ren of the 

following d i seases v i z Plur isy 1 Fev e r 4 , Di sent ery 1 . 

Hydro,th orax 1. Poi son 1 , Jaund i ce 2 . Rhuma i s m 1 . 

Cynanche tons i l i t is 1, ~eta± Ti n i a Ca p i t e s 1 . Dis enter· 

2 Tota l 14 , 

Of v i ch t he foll owi n g h av di ed Po i s on 1 . Dis nt e 1y 

1. Hydro, thorax 1, J a und ic e 1 , Chynan e s e tons ilit i s 1 . 

Total 5. 

Si nce l eavi ng t he fo r t t h e Ind i ans h a v e b e en i n g ood 

he alth wit t h e exc eption of a f ew case s of f eve r of which 

none hav e d i ed of d i sea ses contrac t e d s i n c e l e a v i ng sai d 

fo r t, 

T e foll owing i s the si ck list at presen t Feve r 3 . 

Rhumatism 1 •. Plur i sy 1 . total 5 . 

Th e accommodat i on on boa rd Bri g ome r h a v e been co -

fortable and the s ubsistanc e g ood . 

J ames Si mons t . D, 

Att end ing Physi c ian 

To J. G Reynold s 

1st t 
', L'' U. S . M. C . 

& Disg . Agt. Semi n o le I nd i ans 

(OIA: Florida ( Emi gr.) Fil e R20 8- 213 - 220 . Cha rl e ston . 1838 . 
R-220.) 
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Fort Pike 

14th ~arch 1 838 -

Sir, 

Agreeably to inst ruct ions received from Capt ~orrison, 

after my arrival at New Orleans and qu3.rtering t he party re 

ceived at Charl e ston, I repaired to this place and reported 
officer 

myself to r ajor Zanzinger the. Commg Aof the post , presented 

a Copy of your letter to Capt . ~Orrison , bear ing date 3oth 

JanY, wherein I was d irected to t ake up all Si minole ind i ans , 

naming a party at Fort Pi ke , upon t he autho r ity of this let -

ter, I was permitted to enroll t he indians , but as the negroes 

were not named for emi gration , the Ma jor was dubious as to de -

ciding but finally dete _mined to retain t h em , which creates 

considerable dissatisfaction among the i ndians, [any being 

owners; I told them , that they should no t move f rom New Or-

leans until fur t her instruct ions were r eceived from you. 

I send this by express , and shall continue at New Or-

leans until further Orders - Ma jor Zansinger , has also re -

quested, that the movement be delayed , that the indians may be 

satisfied about the i r prope rty. 

c. A. Harris Esqr 

Commr Indian Affairs 

Washington City. 

I am Sir. 

Ve y Respectfully 

Your Obt . s ervt . 

J·no: a·. Reynolds 

1st Lieut. . S . M. C. 

& Disb~ Agt. Ind . Dept. 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr.) File B218-230 . Ft. Pike. 1838. R- 218) 



(Copy) 

Special Or ders 

N9 4 

Hd . Qrs Vestern Di vision 

Nea r New Orl eans March 21st 1838 

Ma jor Zan zinger , or the off c e r commanding at Fo t 

Pike, or the officer who has charge of the slaves , or 

other Servants belonging to , or l ate l y in the pofsefsion 

of t he Seminole Indians, now in charge of Lieut Reynolds , 

destined t o the Arkansas River - : 1~ ill on recei pt hereof, 

delive r to the sai d Lieut . Reynolds , all such laves or 

Servants, belonging to, or cla i med by & l a t e l y in the pof

sefs i on of the said Seminole Indi ans , t o be conduct ed by 

h im in their movement to t he Arkansas River , where t h e 

said Indi ans and their l ave s or e r vants a r e to be per

manently located and settled; taki ng triplicate rece i pts 

f or t he said Sl a ves or ·s ervants , one or which wil l be f or

warde d to the undersigned . 

(Signed) Edmg P . Gaines 

Major General U. S . Army 

Con anding 
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Sir, 

U. S . Barracks 

below New orleans, 

22nd March 1838 

I have the honor t o enclose herewith an Order rece ived 

from General Gaines, as t here will be noth ing now, to detain 

me longer at this place I shall make t he necessary arrange 

ments for depar ture and will a s cend t he r iver at t he earl i est 

possible p eriod - I am in hopes however to hear fr om you , be-

fore such preparation can be carried into effect; and it is 
• 

not my intent ion to remove the negroes from For t Pi ke until 

ready for departure, as I am convinced many indi vi duals with 

fraudulent claims are i n a s t ate of readiness , and only wa i t 

the arrival of the Negroe s in the City , to carry into effect 

their design; the measures that I shall adopt, will bar their 

intention. 

I am Sir , 

c. A. Harris Esq~ 

Commr of Indian Affairs 

~/ashington City 

Ve ry res pe ct fully 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

lst Lieut . U. S . . . C. 

& Disb Agt . Ind . Dept . 

( OI A: Florida (Emigr.) File R- 218-230. Ft . Pike . 1838. R- 230.) 



For t Jupiter E . F . March 24. ' 38 

Sir, 

I have the honor to repor t that on the 22~ inst . one 

hundred & seventy f our Ind i ans were sent f rom this place 

to Fort Pie r ce, Ind i an Ri ver Inlet, f or emigration from 

thence; and that I have t h i s day s ent through to Tampa 

Bay Sixty nine Ind i ans, f i fteen Indian negroes, and four 

Slaves - the latt er wi l l be eturned to their owners , 

the others will g o to the :J est - this makes one hundr ed & 

thi ·ty two Indian negroe s that have been sent to Tampa , and 

seventy t hree Indi ans - i n addi tion t o whi ch there have 

been fourteen s l ave s t aken , who will be secured to the i r 

owners - Two hundr ed & e i ghty Indians & nineteen Ind i an 

negroes still remain here , to be s ent off ~i very short 
that have been 

ly. The whole number of persons~taken here, i s f i ve hundr ed 

& twenty seven Indi ans - one hundred and f i fty two Indian 

negroes - and f ourteen Slaves - I n sei zing the Indians en-

camped in t his vic i nity sixteen escaped . 

I am, ir, very r espectfully , 

C. A. Harris Esq. 

Comr Ind. Af f airs 

Washington City. 

Yr . obt. Servt. 

~ . G. Freeman 

Lt. on Ind . du t y . 

(CIA: Florida (Emigr.) File F6l &c. Ft. Jupit er. 1838. F-67.) 
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C. A. Harris Esq . 

1838 

Near Chat t ahoochee Jarch 24th 

Dea r Si r , V'e t he chie fs s ub chi e f s had men & warri ors 

of the Apal a ch icola Towns of Flor ida I ndi ans i n General 

council a ssembled , thi s day f or the purpose of establish

ing s ome rul es & r egu at i ons fo r our future '.e lfare , ie are 

inf ormed t hat our worthy friend mr . Sm th whom we have 

lived ne ar · or 17 . years past . i s no longer ou agent . 

t h is i s t he wor st news that ever came to our Towns Ve are 

now t ol d t hat a Mr . ,'/a lker a Lawyer from Pensacola is our 

principal Agent, that ~r . Richards & Mr . Face . a Yankee 

me rchant in the Town of Chat tahoochee are sub- agents and 

t hat a Mr Boyed f r om ~ashington . that t ho se gentlemen in 

company ~ith other Vi l l a i ns ho have been trying t o frighten 

& r un us off f or several years and did succeed in taking 20 . 

odd negro es f rom us on the lo~h day of Ma rch 1836 when al l 

our warr ior s we re in the Seminole nat i on ass i sti g the 

white pe ople t hi s wa s the manner i n ·vh i ch we vere paid 

for our hel p to the U. S . our warriors have been kept i n 

t he wood s i n ~est Flor ida since J une las t . by the ent reat 

i e s of Gov . Call , i n sea rch i ng t he swamp s f o the host il e 

creek Ind i ans unti l t h ey a r e naked f o cloth ing & Bl ankets . 

and not t he firs t cent of money y et , we are now i nformed · 

that Mr Boyc e is gone back t o •as~ ingt on to make arr ange

ments to transport us off with those creek Indians , in 

this he ~ill find h imself disappointed , We ha ve not s old 

our reserves and i t 1.s uncerta i n whe t her we ever s al l 

or not, We have agreed to send 4 . smart men whom we can 



confide in to view the a r kansa s countr'l, this we are willing 

to do, provided our old f riend ]r Smi th can have charge of 

them and go with t hem, but to go wi th a str·ange man we never 

will, It is needles s to Speak of Mr Smith he is a soldier 

a gentleman & an honest man, when e got his commission in 

June 1836 and the com1t r y here allowed we had turned host il e 

by having to fly when our Slaves were taken & our lives 

threatened he was the man , that took his horse from his 

plow and trav el ed in to the wi lderness 60 . or 70 miles t o 

get us to return ve di d retur n , because we could believe 

what h e said , h e has acted the honest. man , with us for the 

first time i n our lives have we had justice by an Agent , 

he is no Speculator , he f ears no man , but because he will 

not join a band of Villians and dr ve us like so many dogs 

to Ar kansa s he must be impeached & put out of his office 

we now wi th one voice unanimously sa to you & our great 

f a t he r on t he r ecept ion of from a pers ecuted poor fri endly 

peopl e , vr i te us i mmed i ate l y Give r Smith, a comm ssion 

to Superint end u s vThil e we rema i n i n Flori da , g ive h i m instruc 

tion t o go to Arkansas vith 4 . of our chosen men g ve h i m 

authority to go i n to Georgia near Columbus & bring Sarah 

Factor - a colour ed woman & her 3 children back to us , who 

were stolen away two y ears ago grant us t i request and al l 

will be well , Ve now tell you pla nly we shall not r cog-

nize Mr. ·~a lker nor any o.f' his Sub Agents on our reseiv ,s , 

we hope you will requ est them to Ke ep away from us , rit e back 

immed i a tely and direct your l et ter to the care of r Smith 
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near Quincy give him instructions to pay over our annuity 

for this year as we are naked and hungery pl eas e comply 

with this our earnest r equest and acc ept fr om us our 

wormest friendshi p Your fri ends & Se rvants 

E. Couchtt amicco X ) 
) Ch i efs 

John ",a l ker X ) 

Joe Ril ey X ) 
) 

Ria s ea -ad jo X ) 
) 

Fos e Emathl a X ) 

O.Kali s Inneh ah X 
) 

Bill Umka X ) 
) 

0 Switch Hadjo X ) 

Yatto Hadjo X ) 
) 

John r. il l e r X ) ub-
) 

Nocoo se Emathl a X ) Chiefs 
) 

Echo- ela Had jo X ) 
) 

Toko se Ohola ) 
) 

Charly :B.mathla X ) 

(OIA: Florida File El32 . Chattahooch ee . 1838.) 



C. A. Harris Esq~ 

New Ba rra ck s 

below New Orl eans -

26th March 1838-

Comm! of Indian ff a irs 

Sir 

I h ave the h onor herewith t o enc l ose a Contrac t f o r 

carrying the party of Semi n ole Indians under my charge 

to For t Gibson or a s f a r as the State of the rkansas 

river will a dmit o f ascend i ng , i t being d i stinc t ly un

derstood, a lth ough not ment i oned i n the Contnact, tha t 

a proporti onal Amount wil l be paid fo ~ the d istanc e 

conveyed; the Ind i an ne groe s wi ll be receive d a t F o t 

Pike and brought t o this pla c e v i a t he Mi ss i ssi ppi 

river, th i s course wa s ad op t ed wi th the c oncurrenc e of 

General Gaines; everythin g will be in a s t a t e o f read i

ness to emba r k so soon as the b oa t ar i ve s. Gen~ Gain e s 

has directed that t he guard und er t h e c har ge of Lieut 

barton shall proceed with me. 

I also forward a morning rep o t of S ick - Chie f 

Jumper, has be en pronounced, (by Physi c i a n s in consulta

tion) to be in a s tate of r a pid de cline, but t h ink h e 

may live with t h e utmost card , until he reach es h is 

western home. I am Sir, Very r e sp ec t f ully 

Your Obt. Se r vt. 

1st Lieut. U. S . M.C. 

& D1sb8 Agt. Ind. Dept. 

(OIA: Florida ( Emigr.) File R234. New Orleans. 1838.) 



New Orleans 

2st h March 1838 -

Sir, 

Your l et ter beari ng date 22nd March came to hand today , 

I had just a rrived fr om Fort ... i k e with the indian negroes a nd 

was about em~ark ing f or Fort Gibson to carry into effect t he 

order of Gene r al Gaines , your ins tructions requiring me to re

pair to Tampa Bay I laid before Mr . iJhitman , with a request I 

might be let off t he Cont r act, the only conditions upon which 

he acceeded was in giv i ng him the prefe r ance or permitting 

him to contract f or t he whole whe n the party should be ordered 

to move - I consented , and shall leave here this evening for 

Tampa Bay, l eaving the party now here , under the charge of my 

Asst. Conductor and Lt . 1Nharton U. S . Arrny . 

Every arrangement has been made .for departure , such as 

Contracts for boats and subsist enc e for twenty days , allowing this 

period for roaching the place of d e s tinat i on - I trust my ab

sence will be of short durat i on 

c. A. Harris Esq~ · 

Com~ Indian Affairs 

~ashington City. 

very respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

Jno. G. Reynolds 

lst Li eut. U. S . M.C. 

& Disb~ Agt. Ind Dep t 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr.) File R-234. New Orleans. 1838. ) 



(OIA: Florida(.~migr.).t<· i..Le R-275. Little Rock. 1838. R-280 . ) 

Orders 

N? 102. 

) 
) 
) 

Head Quarters, Army of the outh 

Tampa Bay, April 29~~· 1838 

Par: 6. Lieut . Reynolds of the Marines will take 

charge of a party of · Seminole Indians & negros now at this 

post & proceed with it to New Orleans . The detachment of 

artillery under Lieut Mock will constitute t he gua rd to the 

party to New Orleans, where , pur suant to order of yester-

day, it will relieve the Company of the 6~~ Infty , now there . -

Par . 7. Lieut. Terret t , of the Marines will repair 

to New Orleans and relieve Lieut . , ~ arton, 6~h Infty. in the 

Command of the detachment of rec r uits now forming a part of 

the guard to the Ind i an prisoners at New Orleans . 

Par: 8. The detachment of recruits named in parg . 7 , 

will form, under the c·ornmand of Lt . Terrett, the guard t o 

t he Indi an prisoners about to leave New Or leans for Ark -

ansas under the charge of Lieut . Reynolds of the Ind . Dept ., 

ana vd .L l proceed as far as Fort Gibson from whence it will 

return to New Orleans underthe command o · Lieut. Reynolds ; 

and Lieut. Terrett will join from Fort Gibson the Command of 

Capt. Dulong in the Cherokee ~at i on . - On h is retur n to New 

Orleans Lieut~ Reynolds will send the guard to this place 

subject to the orders of Brig. u neral Taylor . 

By order of Maj. Genl. Jesup 

F. A. Chambers 

A. D. C & A. A.Genl . 

Lt- Reynolds 



. t Afs. Qr . asters Offic e 

New Orleans 1~ May 1838 

Sir, 

In the absenc e of all em grating I nd i an Agents, GeJ Ga ines 

who is no N here has g iven me Orders to Embark about 1000 . 

Seminole Indians & Negroes now at the New Barracks . near 

this City. These Indians should have been sent off some 

time since. they can not be made comfortable whe re they 

are in fact Sir there is now more than 100 of them sick . 

and getting more Sickly evry day . 7hen Lt Reynolds left 
. 

here Tampa Bay. ( contrary to my advice , t he re we re about 

500. hundred all well had he have taken them up immedi ate -

ly there would have been no Sicknefs no d iscontent among 

them as they were all anxious to g o . I shall dispatch them 

immediately with instructions to report to Capt Coll ins at 

little Rock. I have much difficulty in obtaining Suitable 

Boats, as also the proper conductors , with all the duties 

that devole upon me . I shall endeavour to get a long with 

this as rapidly as posible. I trust funds will be provided 

by the Indian Department to meet my engagements . at present 

I have not a dollar. 

I am Sir very respectfully your 

obt 0 eV~ 

·1 Clark 

Afs t Qr . M 

P.S. 600 more Indians are expected from Tampa Bay oon J C 

C. A. Harris Esq Commifsioner of Indian Affairs 

1ashington City D C 

. (OIA: Florida (Emigr.) File C652 &c. New Orleans. 1838. C-652. ) 



Extract of a lett er from Ma jor Is aac Clark , As s istant 

Quar ter Master, to Ma jor T. Cross, Acting Quarter Mas t er 

General, dated, 

"New Orl eans 

30th April 1838 . 

"Sir, 

"I have at t he New Bar acks 1150 Indians & Indian 

"Negroes, hal f of them sick . 

"General Gaines has direc t ed me to mak e all arrange

"ments & shi p t he I ndians up the Arkansas . I wish you to no 

"tify the Indian Depa rtment , that no Agent of t heir Dept . is 

"here to att end to any t hing . Lt . Reynolds left some time 

"since for Tampa Bay . The whole of this duty devolves on me 

"& I ha ve not a dol lar of their funds . " 

( OIA: Flo r i da ( Emi gr . )Fi le Q8-ll . 'la s hington . 1838 . ) 



Capt P. Morrison 

Sir 

Charl eston s . C 

May 7th 1838 

I have been o dered to accompany one hundred and 

noneteen Indi an s and negroes to new Orl eans . Being wi th

out funds, and as c ertaini ng that you had funds in New Or-

leans f o r t he emi grat i on of Indians , I have made arrange 

ments to defray the expenses of transportation on my ar-

rival at t hat p~ ace. Please make such an a r rangement as 

will enable me to comply wi th my agreement - I shall 

start to mor row -

I have t he honor to be 

(To) Capt P. Mor rison 

Tampa Bay Fa 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

S J Bransford 

1st Lt 2d Arty 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr .) Fil e M3 96 &c . Ft . Brooke . 1838 . 
M-398.) 



New Barracks 

New Or leans Lou 

15th May 1838 

Sir, 

I arrived at this place from Tampa Bay with a party of 

indians yesterday, was detained longer than I had anticipated 

in consequence of the absence of Gen~ Jesup from Fort Brooke, 

arrangements are made f or the embarkment of the party for 

Fort Gibson, with the exception ·of sixty seven negroes who are 

claimed by persons from Georgia, tho civil authority I under

stand. require these negroes be not removed, it appears that 

Gent Gaines presented himself as defendant , and contended, 

the negroes were prisoners of war, the civil authority had 

no right to arrest them from the Government hands, the Court 

however decided contrary, acknowledging the indians alone as 

prisoners of war, and the negroes subject to attachment as 

the property of the indians; as the case will not come on 

for some time and deeming (from all that I have been able to 

learn) that the Claim ia ~raudulent, it will be necessary 

that the owners and witnesses remain, I do this at the in

stance or the U.S.Distriot Attorney; the indians and negroes 

therefore, will ~main at the Barracks until a decision be 

made , I will take all necessary measures in having them sub

sisted and properly quartered - Major Clark informs me, 

that he has communicated to you the situation of the negroes 

alluded to. 

I find that during the period of my absence an order 

aminating from Gen~ Gain~ appointing conductors, directing 
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transportation &c fo r the forthwi th remova l of i ndians had 

been issued , in consequence of whi ch, Steam Boats we~ or

dered by the Quarter Master and Subs i s tence provided, why 

this order was not ful ly complied with I am unable to say; one 

Steam Boat und er t his order, has been I am informed by Mr 

Whitman (on whom the care for transportation was made) has 

been lying at the Barrack wharf , for the last ten days , on 

demurrage - I shall not recognize any claims made arising 

from this orde r I have refered Mr Whitman to Gen~ Gaines , the 

provisions of course I will receipt for, as they are untouched -

The s treng t h of the Emigrating party will be about 1160 

indians and negroes , I have been obliged in consequence of 

the increase to appoint additional assistance. I am Sir, 

C.A.Harris Esq:r 

Comm~ Indian Affa i rs 

Washington City . 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt. Servt . 

Jno: G. Reynolds 

1st Lieut . U. S. M.C. 

& Disb~ Agt . Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Florida (Emi gr . ) File R-246- 248 . N~w Orleans . 1838. R- 246 . ) 



Sir 

New Or l eans Levee 

21~t May 1838 

I despatched Five Hundr ed I ndi ans ye s terday under the 

charge of Asst Conducto r Adde with instructions to report t o 

Capt Collins for his order I done this as Capt Collins is 

perfectly acquainted wi th their Country I am in hopes how

ever to be Enabel ed to overtake them in a short time as the 

Court released me to nig t at 12 oclock I shall therefore 

leave t he moment the hour arrives . Mr Slidell the district 

attorney has b een constantly in attendance, it is with his 

advise t hat my movements are made , I have requested Mr 

Slidell to inform you the situation in which I have be en 

placed in re l at i on t o the var i ous claims that have been pre 

sented for t he Ind i an property - all that could be done by 

me has been for the protection of the Indian . Thi r ty one 

negro es out of the six t y seven clai med have been selected 

by the claimant s thes e negroes I have but am informed they 

do not b el ong t o the Indi an on whom the Claim have been 

made. Mr Slidell was p resent & has all the i nformation nec-

efsary fo r t he def enc e 

I am unable at present to forward the required documents 

in connection with my movements , & I will do so at the Earliest 

possibl e peri od 

C A Ha rris Esqr 

Comr Ind Af f airs 

& remain very respectfully 

Your Obt Sert 

Jno: G Raynolds 

1 s t Li eut U. S . M. C. 

& Di sb~ Agt . Ind Dept 

(OIA: Florida( Emigr.)File R- 246-248. New Or l e ans. 1838 . R- 248.) 

17 5' 
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New Orl eans May 31 1838 . 

Sir. 

Three days since, One hundred & Sevent een Indians & 

two Negroes arr ived from Charleston. in Order to get them 

to their Country a s soon as posible . t o pre¥ent sicknefs 

among them I have ap oi n ted . ~m Neilson a very worthy y oung 

man. an afs~ Conducto r . he will leave with the Indians . this 

evening fo r li ttle Rock Arkansas . I h ave instructed h i m to 

repor t to Cap~ Collins at that place for fur t her instructions , 

I h ave be en compelled to incur some expenses . in the Dep~ I 

wish to know i n what manner these accounts will be setled . 

C A Harri s Es q 

I am Si r with 

Esteem your 

Obt Sv~ 

J . Cl a rk 

Afst Qr M 

Comrsr of Indi an f fa i r s 

at ~ ashington City D C 

(O IA : Flo r i da (Emi gr .) F i le C652 ·c . New Orleans . 1838 . C- 701. ) 



Sir, 

St eamer , uouth Alabama 

Little Rock , Ark 

2nd June 1838 

I r ea ched this place l as t evening , w th some difficulty 

in cons equence of the low s t age of the water , the f rst de 

tachment under the charge of Asst . Condt . Adde , is about one 

hundre d mi le.s above , it could p rogress no furthe r for the same 

cause; it is expect ed the water will be up in a s hort time , 

1'77 

I have t heref ore deemed it proper , with the concurrence of Capt . 

Collins, to remain a f ew days , rather than attemnt transportation 

by land . 

In my letter of 26th Ult . I iniormed you of meeting M~ 

N. F . Coll i ns , t he a c¥nowledged i~~¢~X¢~g¢~ attorney , on be 

half of the Creek Delagation , and his wi llingness to accompany 

me to t his pl a ce , t hat the business might be conduc t ed without 

loss of t i me ; any a t tempt to coerse the indi ans at so short a 

period, af ter t h e diffi culti es experienced at New Orleans 

would have proved very i njudicious , and I was impressed with 

t h e beli e~ that on t he route , they might be i ndue d to yield , 

particularly , when being made fully sencible of the de t ermina

tion of t he Cr eeks , i n the event of taking the negroe s with 

them to t hei r new homo s - Mr Collins agreed with me in this 

opinion - Accord i ngly that ev ening , I assembled the ch ief s 

and indians ~ng n egroe s, and communicated your instructions 

and e~lained everyth ing calculated to appease them; they at 

once demured, - Miccanopi e taking the lead , saying that it 



was contrary, to t he express words of G en~ J esup , and vould 

listen to noth i ng calculated to d i sposers them of their 

negro es - f i nd i ng them thus determined , I pr evented any 

communica tion vi th them on the sub j ect , unt il reaching 

t h is pl ac e , when they wer e again called together , and I 

r epeated t o them , all that had been mentioned before ; 

I told them , it was ne edless to object , my o ders we re 

positive and must be obey d: all was of no use , they be 

came i f anything , more vexed than before and left me much 

exasperated - Mr Collins witnessed my exersions to carry 

out y our i nstructi5ns . Indeed Sir , I bave been exsess ive

l y p erplexed vi th t he se indians and negroes , I can see no 

me t hod , i n the absenc e of force , by which possession of 

t he negr oes can be had Tho authorities here show a do -

ci ded i ncl nation to protec t tho I nd i ans , and ther is no 

d oubt , eve ry attempt wil l fail on our part - I have , n no 

instance acted w th duplicity , the statements made , have 

been, as t hey actually exist . - Thirty one of the number 

l e ft at New Orl eans , are on the off i c i al 1 st , handed me 

by Mr Coll i ns. 

The Ci rcular dated 2oth Jarch , r l at i ng to the r end -

tion of accounts, has be en t hi s day re c e ived - It has be en 

impossible to prepare any ac count s whateve r , in consequence 

of the varied situations and ha rrassment s , in whi ch I have 

been placed, with the indi ans t l1at I am now conducting -

The Commissioner will please recollect, t hat my Creek 



returns for the quarter ending 31st Dec~ 1837 , are yet un-

settled in consequence of the absence of Capt Page from 

vashington and the short peri od that I was permitted to 

remain - as soon as possible after the party is turned over 

to Capt. Stephenson, I will without loss of time , make the 

necessary returns for the last and present quarter 

The Contract and Bond of Mr Geor ge ' ,rha tman are also 

inclosed herewith. 

I am Sir , 

C. A. Harris Esq~ 

Commr Indian ffairs 

1"ashington Oi ty. 

v ery r espectfully 

Your Obt . Servant 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Li e ut . U. S . M. C. 

& Disb Agt . Ind Dept . 

{OIA: Florida (Emi gr .) FileR 275-280 . Little Rock. 
1838. R-275.) 
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His Excellency 

Lit t l e Rock Ark ' s 

St eamer s oth Alabama , 

3g June 1838 -

Gov. St a t e Arkansas. 

Sir, 

I r eg r e t be i ng obl i ged to call upon your Excellency . 

f or aid to ca r ry into effect ce rta in orders i n relation to 
charge 

Siminola negroe s now i n my ~esseasieR; it appears from 

documents in my possession, and other papers in the hands 

of the attorney sent on f or the recovery of the negroes , 

that they are those taken by the Creek volunte ers, in the 

Siminola 7ar , and have been sold by the Creek Deligation , 

who have b een recently at Vashington ; the attorney Mr . F . 

18fr 

Collins of Al a. was ap ointed by the del i gation and that appoint 

ment ratified and acknowledged by t he proper authoriti e s a t 

~ashington City . - I have agreeably to my inst ruct ions , given 

every assistance to Mr Collins wi thi n my power , but have not 

the fo r ce nece ssary t o compell the indi ans and negr•oes to 

submit to an ide nt i fica tion - my only resort therefore is 

the aid of t he Ci vil Authori ty , by r endering whi ch , your 

Excellency will much obl i ge 

I certify t hat t h i s is a ) 
) 

true copy of t he or riginal ) 

Jno: G. Reynolds 

Lt. &C. 

Your very Obt Servt . 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1 s t Lieut . U. S . M. C. 

& Disb Agt . I nd . Dept . 

(OIA: Florida( ~!nigr.)Fi l e R- 275. Lit t le Rock . 1838. R- 280 .) 



Exe cutive Office 

Little Rock June 4th 1838-

To Lieut. Jno. G Reynolds . 

Sir 

Your note of this day has been duly received -

in which you call on me as the Executive of the State of 

Arkansas to furnis h you Military force sufficient to co-

erce obed ience to your instruct ions to surrender a number 
Negroes 

of iirl-iii-1 now with the Siminole Indians under your com-

mand and stating that the Indians manifest a hostile deter-

mination not to permit the negroes in question to be sur

rendered to the agent or Attorney of the Creek Indians . -

I have also examined the copies of the orde r from 

t he War department directed to y ou on this subject a s well 

as the Schedule of the negroes and letter of Attorney in 

pofsefsion of Collins the Creek agent or attorney to 

receive the negroes in controversy . -

After due reflection on the subject I have determined 

NOT to afford you any afsistance to· carry these instructions 

into effect. - And respectfully request of you not to at -

tempt to tur n over those negroes to the claimant, within 

the State of Arkansas and more especially in the neighbour

hood 'of Little Rock - And I require of you to proceed with 

your command of Indians and Negroes to their place of des 

tination with the least practicable delay - that the citi

zens of Little Rock and its vicinity may be relieved from 

the annoyance of a hostile band of Indians and Savage 

Negroes 
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t,Ji thout prejudging t he claim of the Creek Indians 
the 

to~negroes from the nature of things i t is wholy i mprac -

ticable for the claimant to mak a proper designation 

of the negroes claimed there are no wi tnefsed here that 

can Identify the negroes not even the person setting up 

the claim -- And had the Gove r nme nt intended to dispose 

of t hose negroes t o the Creek Indians it should have been 

done in Fl orida and not bring Indi ans and Negroes into 

Arkansas, the vicinity of their future residence and then 

irritate the Indians to madnefs and turn them loose on our 

frontier whe re .we have no adequate protection - the ma s ecre 

of our citizens would be the inevitable consequence -

I have just visited the Chiefs of y our Indian com

mand and afsured them that the i r negroes should not be 

taken from them and they have pledged themselves t hat their 

people shall go on to t h eir country peaceable -

' our i mmed i ate departure will insure peace and avert 

the outrages that you had such good cause to expect . -

You will transmit this note to the proper department 

at ;·ashington as a justification of the course you m~y per

sue in accordance with it 

Jn° G Reynolds 

1st Lieut U.S. 1I.C. 

I am Respectfully your 

Obt Servt 

Sam C. Roane 

& Disbi Agt Ind dept 

(CIA: Florida (Emigr.)File R- 275 . Little Rock. 1838. R- 280 . ) 
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Sir, 

New Barracks 

near New Orleans Lou . 

11th June - 1838 -

I have the honor to transmit herewith a Must er roll 

of another small detachment - I shall embark this evening 

with both detachments and conduct them west , 

c. A. Harris Esqr 

Comr of Indian Affairs, 

Washington City. 

I am Sir , 

Very res pectfully 

Your Obt . Servant 

Jno. G. Reynol ds 

1st Lieut . u. s .M.C 

Disb~ Agt . Ind Dept . 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr.) File R272 e t seq. New Orleans. R281) 
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Fort Gibson Ark. 

12th June 1838 -

General, 

I herewith encl ose Orders derive d from the Comt of 

Indian Affairs for the surrende r of a certain nwnber of 

negroes belonging to the Si minola Indi ans to Mr N. F . Collin s , 

the attorney appointe d by the Creek Delegat ion who recently 

visited ~ashington, which appointment has been ratifi ed by 

the Dept. and feeling mysel f bound to turn over all in my 

possession in obedience to such Orders and the Si minola 

Ghiefs and indi ans refusing positive l y to g ive them up , I 

have to request the employment of such a for ce Gene r a l, as 

you may deem adequate f or carry i ng i nto effect my instructions 

I am General , 

Gen1 M. Arbuckle 

Comd6 &c 

Fort Gibson Ark. 

~ery respectfUlly 

Your Obt . Servt 

Jno G Reynolds 

1st Lieut. U. S . M. C. 

& Disb gt. Ind. Dept . 

I certify that this is a true copy of the orriginal. 

Jno: G. Reynolds 

(CIA: Florida(Emigr.)File R- 275 . Li t tle Rock. 1838. R- 280.) 



Sir, 

Head Quarters 2g Dept . 1i . Divis ion 

Fort Gibson, June 13~h 1838 

I have received your letter of the 12~h inst , with the 

papers accompanying it, in which you request me to furnish 

such a foi~ce as I deem adequate to enable you to turn over 

a number of negrows that were captured by the Creek war

riors in Florida, at Nathaniel F . Coll ins their attorney . 

I have given to your application much refle ction 

and have determined to decline a complyance therewith f or 

the following reasons. 

First, the difficulty and uncertainty of i dentify-

ing the negrows actually captured by t h e Creek warriors 

who are now with their former owners, and in company with 
other 

a large number ofAindian negrows , and there being no in-

dividual of character present (a s far as I am informed) 

who could with certainty designate them : - Secondly the 

Siminole chiefs positively de clare that General J esup 

promised that the negrows taken from them by the Creek 

warriors should be returned; and there is reason to be-

lieve that such a promise was made other than the declara-

tion of the Ghiefs. 

In addition to the above, it is proper that I should 

state that the Seminole Chiefs, at the council I held with 

them yesterday, volm1tarily pledged themselves to give up 

the negrows in ques tion , provided the President of the United 

States should, after being informed of the facts in the case, 
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so decide. - Yet t hey s t ate t hat many of' the negrows have 

died, and t hat several are clai me d to have b een captured 

that were brought in by t heir owners when they surrende r ed 

To 

J. G. Reynolds 

l!t Li eut. U. S . M. C. 

Disb~ Agent, I nd . Dept . 

I am :::> ir 

Ve ry Re s pec t fully 

Your Obt . Se r vt . 

M. Ar buckle 

Brev~ Brigd~ Gen~ Commdg 

(OIA: Flor i da (Emi gr . )File R275 . Li tt l e Rock . 183 8 . R- 280 . ) 



New Orleans 

14 June 1838 

C A Harris Esq 

Sir 

Comr Indian Affairs 

Wa shington 

I h ave the honor t o r epo r t my arr ival at t his place from 

Tampa Bay wi th Three hundr ed and fi ve Semi nole Man women & 

children, & Thirty Seminol e Negroes , Men , women & childr en . 

It will be necefsary for me t o accompany them to t heir 

New homes as the re is no off icer at this place fo r that 

purpose. 

I am no w making arr angements f o r thei r t ransportat i on 

& Subsi s tence an d shall l eave i n t wo days . 

Mr Lovell Af sistant Supt will ac company me . 

i t h much r e spect 

Yr . ob Sert 

P Morrison 

Ca pt 4 Infy Supt & Disbg 

Agent Seminol e Emigration 

187' 

(OIA: Florida (Emi gr .) Fi le M396 , e tc . Ft . Brooke . 1838 . M- 418 . ) 



Sir, 

Little Rock Arks . 

18 June 1838 -

I have the honor to enclose herewith, copies of commu

nications passing between His Excellency the Act Governor 

of Arkansas, Geni Arbuckl e , t e Commd Genl at Fort Gibson , 

and myself in relation to the claimed negroes . 

I r eached For t Gibson with my party , without any 

accident, on the 12th inst . and t urned them minut ely ov r 

to Capt Stephenson - you wil observe by the uster Roll , 

which I have , also the honor to forward , that on the route 

from New Orleans up to the period of transfer , 54 have 

died, and one·, who left t he party , after di sembarking at 

Fo t Gibson, previ ous to muster for turn ng over - In the 

numbe r of deaths is included King Phi llip , who d ied 60 

miles f om Fort Gibson, owing t o the effects of age · the 

honors of war was bestowe d upon him, a s the chi efs, who 

have previously died , ¥ere interred in that manner . 

After the party was landed at the usual place for 

receiving emigrants , a conc il vas called by Gen1 Arbuckl e , 

composed of Rowley MCintosh and a portion of his wa r 1i ors 

and the Siminola chiefs; to deside , as to the dist ict of 

country tthe latter were to occupy; the meeting , which I of 

course attended, was very cordial , but the location , which 

the General point ed out· for the Siminolas, vas pos tively 

objected to, on the part of Micconopie and his chiefs., he 

was bent upon occupying the district sel ected for ·him by 

8'8 •' 
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the Gove~ent, good or bad; the General told h im, that i n con

sequence of going to war , that part of t he country wa s set 

tled by the Creeks, and i t would be an evident injustice t o 

those who are on it, to remove them , Micconopi e sai d he 

would go and look at the place , b efor e he could decide , I 

was directed to remain wit h the St e am Boats , for the pur

pose of removing the party as far up the Canadi an Riv er , as 

t e boats could reach, in consequenc e of which I was delayed , 

five days on demurrage ; at the expi rat i on of which p er iod , 

Micconopie not having dete rmi ned , I i nsisted upon d i scharging 

the boats, leavin t he indi ans at the place of reception , af-

ter discharging all my assis tant s , or Agent s, with the excep-
, 

tion of Asst . Condr . L . H. Sere , who r eturns wi th me to New 

Orl eans - the guard of U. S . Soldi ers , d irected by Gen~ Jesup 

to accompany the indians west , are under the s ame order , re -

turning to Tampa Bay , unde r my command ; the order is enclos ed -

The Regulations requiring the i nspection and approval 

of Accounts and Abstracts by the Superi ntend ant , it wi l l be 

necessary to meet with hi m, before f orwarding them . 

· ~ile at Fo . t Gibson, I was beset on every side by 

the Creek Ind i ans of my former pa rty, concerning t he in

demnification promised f or loss of property sustained in con

sequence of their sudden and f or ced r emoval f r om their homes 

in Ala: I regret being obl i ged to say , great discontent pre

vails among them - I was also informed , t hat the Commis s i on

er had no knowledge of a return being ade by me in relation 

thereto. I made a repo t a t t he instance of Gen~ Jesup, 



which was forwarded to h im at Tampa Bay; for my l etter on 

that subject, I most r espectful l y r ef er t he Commt t o my 

journal on fil e at the Dept . 

c. A. Harris Esqr 

Commr Ind . Aff ai rs , 

Washington City . 

I am Si r , 

Very r espectfully 

Your Obt . Servt 

Jno: G Reynold s 

1st Li eut . U. S . [ . C. 

& Di sb~ Agt . Ind . Dept 

19. ·' 

(OIA; Florida (Emigr . ) Fil e R275- 280 . Li ttle Rock . 1838 . R- 280 . ) 



Fort Gibson 

1 9~h June 1838 

Sir 

With this you will r e c e ive two seperate Rolls of 

Seminole Indians who have been turned f,rf,Pi.l¢1 over to me 

at this place by Lt. Re ynold s r a~ine Corps , & M~ Ne i l son 

as conductors - They a r e n ow en camped wi thin four mi le s of 

this place, in t h e Creek Count ry , & h ave received sub sist

ence to include t h e p re sen t mont h - They wi ll immediately 

select a site f or t heir f u tu e r esidence -

C. A. Ha r ris E s q~ 

Com. Ind Affa irs 

~ashington D. C. 

Very Re s pec tfully 

Your Obt . Se i'Vt . 

Ja ~ R. St ephenson 

Capt . U. S . Army 

Di sbg . Agt Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Florid a (Emigr.) ile Sl058 . F t. Gibson. 1 838. ) 
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C A Harris 

Sir 

Comr Ind ian Affairs 

\nTashington 

New Orleans 

20 June 1838 

I have the honor herewith to transmit a Certified Muster 

Roll of Seminole Indi ans delive r ed to Capt J R St ephenson 7 

Inst at Fort Gibson -

My nealth has been so bad lately that I almost d ispair 

of ev er getting well , it is the Opinion of the Physician 

that is atte~ding me that I should r emain at this place un

till a change takes place, I can at the same time attend 

to every duty connected with the · transportat i on of the Sem

inole Indians from this place 

I shall direct Mr Lovell Afst Supt . Seminole Emi gration 

to return to Tampa Bay to at end to the duties at that Post , 

he is fully competent to the charge 

~ ith much respect 

Yr Ob Sevt 

P Morr ison 

Capt 4 Infy Supt & Disbg Agen t 

Seminole Emigration -

(OIA: Florida (Emigr .) File M396 &s . Ft. B~rookc . 1838 . M-436 . ) 
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LIEUT. JNO: G. REYN OLDS U. S. MARI NE ORPS 

DISB? AGEN1 IND. D ~PT . SECOND PART 
d 

Commencing 2- day July 1 83 8 . 

and 

Ending 26th June - 1 83 9 

Ne ~ Or l e ans Lou . 

Sir, 

I h a v e b een Obl iged in order to me e t my d isbursements 

fo r t h e l a st qu a rt er , whi ch amount s to 9 35290 , t o d raw on 

the Department f o r :p l 2000 , I was advised to t h i s by Hajor 

Clark, although k nowi ng t he Regulat ions proh i bit drawing 

drafts, but in t h is ins t ance it wa s unavo i dabl e - It is 1 m-

possible to fo rm a ny op inion as to the retur n of Cap t . Mo r -

rison and the pe r sons wit h wh om I h a d f o rmed Cont rac ts, 

were anxious to be paid - I hope my d oing so will mee t with 

your app robati on - I have now on ha nd about ~; 1700 , part 

of which , will be appropriated to mee t the t ran spo r t at i on 

of the 34 negroes recently sent west - The acc ounts of a 

small party of 117 Si minolas dispa tched by •Ia jor Cl a r k in 

my absence, have been present ed - I ha ve no fund s t o li qui

date them, have requested they be delayed unt il the r etu r n 

of the Superintend~ 

It is impossible to make an estimate fo r fund s, a s 



it is not known, wha t the strength of parties will be , 

that are sent from Flor i da . 

C. A." Harris Esqr 

Comm~ Ind . Affairs , 

7ashington City . 

Sir, 

Re spectfully 

Your Obt Servt . 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

Lt c 

New Barracks 

New Orleans Lou. 

5th July 1838 -

I have the honor, to inf orm you , that a detachment 

arrived at this place on 3d i nst ., the party being small , 

only 33 in number - I have deemed it proper to detain 

them until the return of Capt . Morrison - The off icer who 

accompanied this party, is under t he impression, tha t it 

will be the last that will ~migrate t his Seas on -

c. A. Harris Esqr 

Commr Indian Affairs 

Washington City. 

I am Sir. 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt- Servt. 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Lieut. U. S . M.C. 

& Disb~ Agt . Ind D pt 



5th July - The ~upe rintendant, Capt Mor ri s on re t urned from 

For t. Gibson Ark, t hi s morning 

. . . 

Sir, 

New Barracks 

near New Barracks Lou . 

7th July 1838 -

I have been i nstructed by Cap t Mor rison , Superintend

ant Siminola Remova l to ap poi nt you An Asst. Conductor , com

bine d with the add i tional appointment of an Attending Phys i

cian, fo t he performance of which duties , you ~ill neceive 

S5 per day, from da t e i nclusive . -

There are now at the Barracks , thirty t hree i minola 

Indians, who wil l be i n readines s to Embar k on Monday even

ing, You will t ake Charge of this party , and Conduct it to 

Fort Gibson, where y ou will deli v-er it to Capt Stephenson t he 

Disb~ Agt. a t that Post , f r om whom y ou will be pleased to re

ceive duplicate re ce i pts f or the party - You till re ceive for 

the subsistenc e of the party 20 days provisions -

On reaching Li ttle Rock , you will report ourself and 

party to Capt Coll i ns , Prin . Disb~ Agt . I nd . Dept . and be 

governed by any i ns t r u ctions , t o ~ ards facil i tating your move 

ments as he may deem proper to g ive . 

Doct. • s . i mmons 

Asst Conductor 

Siminola Emi gration &c. &c 

Respec t fully 

You r Obt. Servt. 

J no. G. Reynolds 

l st Lt. U. S . M. C. 

& Disb~ gt. Ind Dept . 
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Sir, 

New Barracks 

near New Orleans Lou . 

gt h July 1838 -

I have the h onor , to enclose herewith , the uster 

Rolls of two small detacl1ments of Siminola 'migrants ; the 

first are t hose negroes which I respectfully reques t , wi l l 

be appended to the roll, in whi ch the remarks are made , of 

Stoppage by the Ci vi l Authority of this City - The Commis 

sioner, upon reference to the r ol l of negroes , will observe , 

that a negro name il la , belonging to Echee Yoholo , was in

advertently, no t mentioned in the remarks as having been de 

tained, She was properly noticed i n the rol l transfered to 

Gent Arbuckle - will you ha ve the goodness to make the ne ces 

sary remark , in the Roll of Negroes transmitted to your De 

partment - The re qu isit e remark in the 1 ~ust e r Roll has been 

made 

C. A. Harri s E sq~ 

Comr Ind f fa irs 

r ashine;ton City 

I am Si r , 

Very respe tfully 

Your Obt Servt . 

Jn5 . G. Reynolds 

1st Lieut . u.s . n.c. 

Di sb gt. Ind . Dept . 

P. s . Doct. S . . Si mmons has been recogni zed by the vupt . 

as an Asst. Condr and attending Phys i ci an , to Gonduc t the 

party of 33 Emi grants , f or the performance of rhich , he i s 
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to receive $5 pr day commencing 7 thJuly i nclusive 

Sir, 

Jno. G. Reynolds 

New Barracks 

near New Orleans Lou . 

11th June 1838 

I ha ve t h e honor , to t ransmit he rewith a Must er Roll 

of another smal l de t achment - I shall embark \ ith them t h is 

evening and conduct t hem west. 

I am Si r 

Very respectfully 

Your obt ervant 

Jno G Reynolds 

Lt . Em Agent 

llthJuly 
Embarked on board St eame r Itasca, with r .. r Sere as Asst . 

Cond~ · and s . s- Si mmi ons as Attending Physician a t t 
past 8 p . m; together \ i th 66 Siminola Ind i ans , includ

ing Chi ef Alliga t or & on e slave belonging to Mi cconopy , 

for Fo r t ibson - (the slave was ne cessari ly taken, be -

ing the only interpreter, pre s ent , although ordered to 

be returned to Tampa Bay ) - days provi s i ons - this 

movement was made by orde r of Capt . P . [orri s on, sup -

erintendant Si minola Emi gr ation 

19th July - One child di ed 875 Mile s f r om N. Or l eans 

19th July Arrived a t Little Rock a t 11 P . H, i n conseq ence 



of the lo v stage of wa t er and the d i fficult i es attend

ing land trans por t a tion, the part y will be delayed 

some time waiting the arrival of proper boats for 

ascending the ri ver . 

• • • • 

22nd July- Left Lit tle Rock f or Gibson( on Sunday afternoon) 

received inf ormation f om Capt ollins , that the thirty 

four negroes, who l eft N- Orleans f or Fort Gibson on 28 

Ultimo, was o li ed to remain at Little Rock , in conse 

quence of the low stage of wate r and the absence of 

Boa ts. Calculat ed to ascend the river ( 6 days, viz loth 

July ), a t wh i ch period they embarked on boa r d the Steam

er Tecumshe , with a pa rty of Cherokees , the boat reached 

Louisburg d i s t ant 70 mile s from Little Rock , where the 

Indian s we re obliged t o d i sembark f or the want of wa ter 

to ascend , at which po i nt the negroes in company with 

t he Ind i ans r ema ined unt i l the l ath inst , on that day 

Asst C ond~ Benjami n procured two six ox teams , and t wo 

wagons f or l and t ransp ortation . On reaching Clarks -

v lle with my part y , I was i nformed the negroes we re 

encamped about e i ght een mi les from the landin ; con

sidering i t would be more economi cal t o t ransport them 

by ater, I r ode ou t and b ought them on board t e 

27th July steamer-::- - On t h e r oute fr om Loui sburg t o Clarksv i lle 

Mr Benjamin inf ormed me one of the ne r oe s died afte r 

an illness of t wo or thre e days - a l s o, he wa s obliged 



in consequence of the extreme heat and illness then pre 

vailing to enga ge a nother wagon , the t eams &c were 
pail 
eR~agea and d i scharged 

29 July At 2 p . m, t he Capt of the Itasca , repo r t ed h s inabil i ty 

to proceede f u r t her , in consequence of t he low stage of t he 

river; t he r efore di sembarking the party a t 4 p . m. t wo mi les 

below Fo t Coffee on the Nor th side of the Arkansas 

3lstJuly Left the en campment vi th the necessary t eams and wagons f or 

t h e trans po tat i on of Sick , ba ~age and provi s ion s at the 

rate of ~ 6 pr day , corunencing on the 30th inst . allowi ng 

one day f or col l ecting teams and crossing the river - the 

movement was c ommenced at 4 p . m.- progre ssed t wo mi les -

the first water 

5th August At 6 p . m. arrived at Fo t Gibson, i th the party in 

goo d health , proce eded 3 ~ miles to the ferry and en-

camped - t u rned the par t y over to Capt tephenson - t he 

average t ravel by land being ten mi le s per day , weather 

excessively wa rm , the people complained much of the heat . -

14 August - Left For t Gi bs on, with a t wo horse wagon fu_nished by 

order Gen+ Arbuck l e , being the only means of conveyance 

Sir, 

that could be ob t a ined , reached Van Buren on the morning 

of 16th inst. de t ained f o the wan t of transportati on the 

wagon furnished by Gent Arbuckle returned same day -

Van Buren Ark . 

lath August 1838 -

I have the honor to transmit Muster rolls of Indians de-



livered to Capt . 0tephenson on the 5t~ inst . t he transporta 

tion from Li ttle Rock , was both land and water the forme r in 

consequence of the low stage of the river, the party of ne 

groes under the Charge of Asst . C ond~ Benjamin was Overtaken 

at Clarksvi l l e 170 miles above Li ttle Rock and Embarked with 

the party under my Char e , t he whole disembarked at Fo_t Cof

fee, and pr oceeded by land , the average t ravel was ten Mi l es 

pe r day, no t being able to make more in Consequence of extreme 

heat and want of water 

I am detained at this place, waiting an opportunity to 

decend t he r i ver , every exertion has been made to obtain Convey

ance, horses Jare not to be procured , e i ther by purchase or hire, 

I shall loose a s l ittle time as possible in reporting in person 

to t he Superintendant 

C. A. Harri s Esq~ 

Com~ Ind. Af fa i r s 

Vash ington Ci t y. 

Received 2nd Sept 

Sir, 

I am Si r , 

Very res pectfully 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Lt . &C. 

New Orleans Lou 

4th Sept . 1838 -

Your cormnunication, dated 26 July acknowl edging the re 

ceipt of my a c counts and vouchers for lst 2nd qua _ters of 

1838, I had t he honor t o re ceive yesterday , having just re 

turned f r om Arkansas. 

I h ave the honor to be Sir 

Lto Comr. Harri~/ 
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Reed 5th Sept oversight of Post office . 

ar Department 

Sir, 

Ultimo 

Office of Indian lffairs 

July 6th 1838 -

I have had the h onor to receive your letter of the 28 

Imrnediate measures wil l be taken to supply tou with 

funds to meet the expenses of 0 eminole emigration. 

It is much to be regretted that you h ave sent the 

thirty-three negroes to the ~ est . An inspection of your 

instructions will, I think, shew y ou t hat the measure wa s 

one not likely to suit the views of this Department . The 

object in delive r ing them to t he Creeks within the Unit ed 

States was to prevent t heir being carried to the ountry 

west, by which it is supposed contentions and diff iculties 

between the Creeks and Siminoles would be avoided . It i s 

feared t hat this obj ect has be n frustrated, an d that 

troubles wi ll ensue. It is clear that the Creeks will not 

be satisfied if the S i minoles retairi them no r wi l l the lat

ter be conte·nt i f they r emain wi th the f ormer . The Secretary 

of var expressed the opinion in making a d ecis ion on the sub 

ject, that the negroes should not be taken we st by the Creeks , 

and the foundation of this op inion was doubtless t he belief 

that they would be a bone of contention be t we e n the tribes, 



and that it was probable t he negroe s would f o rm a dangerous 

population. 

So far as may be i n your power , you will please give 

all prope r aid i n ca rryi n g out the directions to deliver 

t hew to t h e gent of the Creeks 

Lieut. J . G. Reynolds 

Ind i a n Emi g r ation 

N- Orlean s L ou . 

Very respectfully 

Your o . Obt . Servt 

( Signed) C. A. Harris 

Com~ 

Reed 6th Sept. ( negl e c t P. office) 

Sir, 

New Orl eans , Lou . 

7 t h uept . 1838 -

Your l e t ter b express ma i l , bearing date 6th July , in 

answer to mine 28 June i n relation to dispatching the 34 

n egroes we st, I had the h onor t o re c e i ve yesterday , It must 

have reache d t h i s City , i~~~~~~~i on the 12th July , the day 

after my departure with Al l i gato r and his part y ; had it come 

to hand prior to leaving New Orl eans , I probably could have 

made arrangements to have s ent them back subjec t to the or

der~ o f the Creek At t or ney, as I had overt aken them , bout 

two hundred miles east of ~ort Gi bson; should they have been 



returned however, i t i s very d oubtful whether the Creeks 

woul d have obta ined them as there were ve ry many pe rsons 

(1 am inf'ormed ) r eady wi th clai ms s i mi lar to that of Love ' s 
' 

is why, they we r e f o rthwi t h dispatched in order to prevent · 

further d ifficul t y - had the ttorney for the creeks been 

present at the per i od the negroes were turned over to me by 

the Sheriff and he could have i dent ifi ed them as t hose com

ing within the Order , they would (most undoubtedly) have 

been surrendered agreeably to my instructions ; but , the At 

torney had left the City for labama , and t here was no person 

to my knowl edge , who was authorized to receive them , if t here 

had been, i t is certa1n, the negroes could not be identified , 

as t hose taken bJ the Creek warrio r s , and ag in, if t he Com:r 

will have the goodness to refer to my orr i g inal instructions 

in relations to those negroes , he will obse ve , t hat I wa s 

enjoined to incur no expense in turning them over, which cer 

tainly coul d not be avoided, in the absence of proper persons 

to receive them, I regre t Sir , as much as the Department pos 

sibly can , the circumstance of their leaving , but in di s 

patch ing t hem Vestward , I was under the full conviction of 

having performed my duty honestly and faithfully and trusted 

in the countenance of the Department . 

I wa s i nformed by Mr Collins the ltt orney , that there 

were a number of n eg ro es coming withi n his c l a i m, who are 

still in Florida; will you be pl eas ed to give me f ul l in

structions, a s to t he cour s e t ha t I sha l l ad opt in the 



event of those negroes coming into my hands for Emigration . 

I have t he honor t o be Sin, 

C. A. Harris Esq~ 

C om~ Ind. Affs 

lashing ton City -

Sir 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt Servt . 

Jno . G. Re ynolds 

lst Li eut &c . 

Var Department 

Office Indian f fa irs 

August 27th 1838 -

I enclose c opi es of two let ters from N. F . Collins, 

Esq:r one of the 29th and the other of the 8th inst . in re 

lation to the negroe s which you ~as directed to turn ove r 

to h im as Agent of t he Creeks . From these papers and from 

other information received at this off i ce , i t would seem t here 

has been a g r eat disregard, i f not a violation , of the 0 der 

of the Var Department in t h is matter . I trus t you will be 

able to make such explanation of your conduc t as wil l re 

lieve you from censure . A p r ompt ansv1er i s desired . 

It may not be amiss to inf orm you , that when on du ty 

in the Ind ian Department, you a re bound to obey t e orders 

of no Military Officer unless y ou have been placed under h is 

direction. Capt orrison i s the only Army Of f icer authorized 
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to control your movements ( Si gned) C. A. Harris 

Lt . Reynolds C om~ I nd Affairs 

New Orleans Lou 

2ot h Sept . 1838 

Sir, 

Your l e t t e r dat ed 27th Ultimo , inclosing cop i es of t wo 

l:ettePs communicat i ons re ceived a t your of fice from 11 r J. F . 

Collins, the Cr eek ttor ney, came t o hand on the lO~h inst . 

I was sur pris ed at be ing ca lled upon t o answer f or "my c on

duct" tovvrards Mr Coll i ns , a s als o the Dept . for di s r egarding 

its orde rs - ind eed s i r , I have be en in my own es timation 

too faithful a s e r vant in t h e Spec i a l Dept . i n whi ch i t wa s 

t he pleasure of Gen1 J e sup to a ssign and y ou t o continue me , 

to make a defence t o the all i gat i ons advanced by Col l i ns -

At the time of Mr Colli ns departur e from this City he di d 

not evince that vi r ulenc e of f eel i ng , that he has t hough 

proper to express i n his let te r , and t h e Contrar y , he wa s 

then a p arently unde r the full Convic t i on , that I h ad done 

all t hat was p ossible , t o a i d hi m, and car y out the or 

ders received in r ela t ion to th neg r oes in quest i on , vhat 

object could I p os sibly have i n wish i ng cland es tinely and 

in the very fa ce of or ders, t o send t h ose neeroe s to Ark 
was 

ansas . had Mr Collins been he re ' i t , s o far a s I am c on-

cerned, he would have had t he negroe s upon i den t ity . I 

enclose papers Sir, from va rious * gentlemen, t o d i sprove 
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* See letters on file at the Dept . f r om J a jor Cl a rk, Mr . Jhitman , 
(Contractor) - Mr Buisson ( Sheriff) & Mr Robinson ( Attor ney ) 
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the ascertion of Mr Collins , that the negroes were in my pos -

session during the time that he was he re , on the ~ontrary , 

they did not come into my hands until some time after his 

departure. 

It is true, I have fre quently refered to Ma jor Clark 

for advise in matters relative to my off i cial s i tuation , 

it was on account of t he high regard I have of his char-

acter· as a gentlemen and an Off ice r of long s tanding & ex-

perience nd who se integri ty s tands preeminently and de -

servingly high I hav e the hono~ to be , Si r , 

Very respectfully 

c. A. Harris Esqr Your Obt . Servt . 

Com:' & c Jno. G. Reynolds 

Lt &C. 

• • • • 

New Orleans Lou 

3d Oct . 1838 

Si r , 

I have t he h onor , to inclose 1.1r Robi nson ' s statenent 

in connection with the negroes . 

I leave f or Tampa Bay via St . Marks th s week , i n 

company with the ~uperintendant 

I am &c 

Jno. G. Reynolds C. A. Harris Esqr 

Com:' Ind. Affs. 1st Li eut . U. S . M.C. isb Ag t . Ind .Dept . 



New Orleans , Lou. 

~oth oct 1838 -

Sir, 

I avail mysel f of the earliest oppo tunity to inform 

you, that in consequence of severe attack of the fever inci -

dent to this climate I was unable to accompany Japt Harr i

son to Tampa Bay , as stat ed in my co~~unication of 3d inst . 

it wa s my intention - ince the departure of Capt orrison, 

I have rece ived an order from h i m, directing me to remain 

here f or t he reception of parties of indi ans , as the may 

arrive f or ~migration. 

On the 2oth Ult i mo, I addressed you a let t er wi th i n-

closures relative to i ndian negroes - I am desirous of being 

informed , whether, it has come to hand , a s no acknowledgement 

has been received; as also my accounts f or t he quarter ending 

3oth Sept 

C. A. Harr is E sq~ 

Comr Ind . AffS 

:·.·ashington City . 

Reed 2sth Novr N.O. 

Very respectfully 

I have the honor, to be 

~rour Obt e r vt . 

Jno G Reynold s 

1st Lt U. S . M. C. & D. A. I . Dept . 

V. D. Office Ind . Affs 

Novr 17th 1838-

Lt. J G Reynolds U. S •. C. 

N- Orleans Lou. 
th Sir, I have received your letter of 30 ulto, repo r ting your 



continuance at New Orleans b.r Order of Capt . Mol rison fo 

the reception of Si minola Emi@r ant s &c . 

This arrang ement appears very judi c i ous , and is en

tirely approved, cons i derable delay and embarrassme nt and 

consequent expense has heretofore accured f or want of an 

Officer of the Emi grat i on .Service a t New Orleans , and it i s 

very desi rable that yo s hould remain const antly a t your 

present post i f i t s ha ll be f ound consistant with the proper 

dispatch of the Si mi nolas to the i r Count r y we st - There i s 

reason to believe t a t t h ose ind i an s will be sent in smal l 

parties f r om t i me to time t o New Orleans , as they nay be 

captured o . may s u render i n Flo i da , and it is very nec 

essary t ha t there should be an Off ice r there to re ceive them , 

this is not t o be unde r stood , however as an i nstruction by 

which you are t o be g overned , f or Ci r cumst<nces may require you 

to accompany a part y t o the ·est - I n case you f ind i t neces 

sary to l eave , I request tha t you will make arrangements, if 

possible :vi th Ma jor Cl ark, or some othe r officer , to receive 

such ind i ans a may arrive i n your absence , and attend to 

t hei r se cur ity . (You w 11 please to report weekly t o this 

Office al l events ~1 ich t ransp i re in your branch of Service . 

Your let ter of t he 2o t h Sept . last; re l ative t o the 

Complaints of Mr Col lins of you Conduc t i n the affairs 

of the Si minola negroes claimed by the Creek warri ors, wa s 

duly rece i ved with the inclosur es, and has been de l ibe r a t e l y 

considered. Th ese pap ers a r e de emed t o affo d a full ond 

satisfactory vind ic a tion of your manage ent of tha t bus i ness 



It wa s no t considered necessary to make any answer , and the 

letter and inclosur es were , acc ordingly placed on file in 

t hi s Off ice . Your letter of the l~t Ulto , with your accounts 

and vouchers ~ or the thi d quarter of 1838 , was a lso dul re 

ceived and acknowledged on the lath Ulto . add ressed to y ou 

at Tampla Bay , i n consequence of the dete r mination expressed 

by you t o proceed thither 

Sir, 

very respectfully 

Yr . Mo . Obt Servt 

~ igned T Hartley Crawford 

New Orl eans Lou . 

1 st Dec:r 1838 -

I ha ve had the bono to re ceive your l etter da t ed 27 th 

ulto. t he only excuse fo the non- complyance with that part 

of the Regul a tions requiring a weekly report, was want of of

ficial matter , having no i nd ians or r e ce i ving no advice from 

Florida or any being s hipped ; i t is now t hre e months since my 

return f rom delivering at t he ir new homes the Last party of 

Indians - In future I wi l l repo t as r e qui red -

I have t o bail t he attention of the Dep t . to a repo r t 

made a s hor t "t i me since b. the i nhabitants of Pass Chri s tian , 

the place where t he Cr eek ind i ans encamped several months 

prior to t hei r f inal depa r ture fo r their western homes ; tha t 

some t wenty or t hi r t y of those Emigrants were l eft at that 

place, in consequenc e as sta t ed by them , of being absent 



hunting on the day of embarcation, it is sta t ed t hat these 

indians are desirous of joinihg their friends in the we st ~ 

As they do not come within my j ri sdiction, I of course 

could not act in the mat t er , but have de emed it a dut y to 
made 

inform the Depart . of the fact , this report has been~ to me, 

in consequence of having had a previous charge of them . 

T. Hartley Cuawfo rd E sq~ 

Com!' Indian Affs 

VJashington 'i ty 

• • • • 

I am c 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

lst Lt .. S . M. C. & D. A. I . D -

New Orleans Lou 

Dec~ 15t h 1838 -

Sir, 

ves sel a r ived this day fr om Tampa Ba y , she brings 

no news of the embarcat ion of Indians , on t he Contrary , very 

little prospect of a pa r ty leaving soon . 

T. Hartley Crawford E s q ~ 

Com~ Ind . Af fs -

~::ashlngton City 

I am c 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Lt . U. S . ] . C . D. A I. D -

2I 
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Reed 25 . Deer 1838 

Lieut. J. G. Reynol ds 

New Orleans Louisiana 

· Si r 

'Jar ·Department 

Off~ Ind . Af f s . 

Deer 13 . 1838 

The i nclosed letter f om t4is .Off ice , of the 29~h 

of ~arch l ast , was sent to you on that .da te, directed to New 

Orleans, and has been returned as a dead lette r . As it may 

be of some inportance to y ou I again forward it . 

ve ry respect ~ully 

Yr Mo . -obt . Servt . 

T. Hartly Crawford -

see t he following letter -

Jar Department 

Off . Ind . Af fa i rs 

March 29 1838 

Lieut. J. G. Reynolds U .. M. C. 

New Orleans Louisiana 

Sir, 

I have had the honor to rece i ve your letter of the 

13th ins t ant, reporting your progress with the party of Simi -

1' .f nolas under your charge , and the empl oyment of ~ L . H. Sere 

as As st. Conductor, Doctor J as . Simons as Physician nd John 

Smith as labourer. 

211 



You r eport is h i ghly satisfac tory and the above me n

tioned appointments a r e app r oved . 

Your demand of t owa ge from t h e Bal i ze to Hew Orleans , 

is justified by th ro Department . It is now, h oweve r , de emed 

necessary at pres en t ; that t h is Off ic e should enter int o a ny 

correspond ence with the owner of the t ranspor t . 

Sir, 

Very respectfully 

Yr Mo . Obt . Servt . 

C. A. Harr i s 

C om~~ 

New Or l eans Lou . 

24t h De c~ 1838 -

I have t h e h onor t o inf orm y ou , that no chan e ha s 

taken place s inc e my last Iepo r t. 

/To Comr. Harri s~/ 

Sir, 

New Or l e ans Lou 

1st Jan 183 9 

I hav e t h e h ono r , to t r a n smit he rewi th my Ac c ounts a nd 

vouchers f or t he .uart er En d ing 31st De c~ 1838 . by which y ou 

will obse r ve t he r e h as be n no d i sbu rs ements , except the pa y 

of Asst Conducto r a n my own expen s es -

The foullowing is a n extrac t fr om C pt Ia rr i son ' s l e t

ter to me, dated 15th Deer at Tampa Bay - vi z " Gen~ Taylor i s 
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"now concentrating his f orce towards dead mans Bay , where 

"the indians are in considerable f or ce, determined to gi ve 

"battle, they will f i ght desperately , a number of l i ves 

"will be lost." 

"There is now at this place about 200 ind i ns , when 

"they will be emigrated, it is i mp ossible to tell , as I know 

"nothing about it, re c e i ve no info rmation and am perfectly 

11 in t he dark" 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Comr I nd Affs 

V a shington City. 

• • • • 

I am c 

Jno . G. eynolds 

1st Lt . U. S . M. C. D. A. I . D. 

/ Here follow t hree repo r ts, containing no news~/ 

Rec~ De e r 27 -

Lieut Jno. G. Reynolds 

New Orl eans Loui siana 

Sir, 

1ar Department 

Off . Ind . Affa irs 

Jan~ 12th 1839 --

I acknowledge t he receipt of your let te r of the 1st 

Ultimo, in which you call the attent ion of thi s Dept . to a re 

port made to you by the inhabitants of Pass hristian relative 
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to some t wenty o r thi r t y Creek ~mi rants left there upon the 

removal o f t he ma i n body of Creek Ind i ans . 

In re p l y , I have to say , t hat t he repo t ment ione d 

above has not r eached this Offi ce a.nd that this Dept . ha s 

had no i nformat i on , what e ver , o f said Ind ians a nd had sup

posed tha t t he removal i n Oct . 1837 embraced all that vere 

to b e convey e d west. If y ou have any info mat ion a d verse 

to this i de a y ou will please to communicate it forthwt i h . 

It will a l s o b e expected fr om you , t hat y ou should sug es t 

a plan f o r c o llecting these stragglers an d for t h e i r convey

ance to the ~e s t . 

Reed 3oth J an ¥ 1 839 -

Very respectfully 

Yr Mo Obt Servt 

Si g ned T Hartley Crawfo rd 

War Dep r t ment 

Off Ind Affa irs 

Jan¥ 14th 1839 -

Lieut Jno G Reynolds U. S . t . C. 

Ne ~ Or lea ns Lo uisi a n a 

Si r 

I a ck nowl edge the rec e i pt of your letter of the l 8 t 

inst. with y ou account s a n d v ouche rs for disbursements i n 

, the Siminola hmi gration. Your pro erty re t urn a n d s t a tement 

of Agents, fo r t he fourth quarter of 1 838 -

& c 

T . Hartley Crawfo rd 

214 



New Or leans Lou. 

lst Feb¥ 1839 -

Sir, 

I have the hono r , to acknowl edge the receipt of your 

letter dated 12th Ult i mo , i n relat ion to the fugitive Creek 

Indians, left at Pass Christian upon the removal of the ma in 

body of Ind ians in October 1837. I i mmediately to ok the nee -

essary measures to ascertain the number &c . a reeably t o our 

instructions; in conse quence of the low stage of the watar 

in the Lake , the various St eamers plyi ng between this City 

and ~¢~1¢rtiiii Labile are not enabled to effect a landing 

at the Pass f or the present , so soon as , the necessary i n 

formation called f or , can be obtained , i t shall f orthwi th 

be ommunicated . 

As respects the ' i minol e Emi grat ion , noth ing has 

transpired, since my last weekl y report . 

T. Hartley Crawfo rd Esqr 

Com!' Ind. Aff~ 

Wa shington City 

I am Si r , 

ve ry respe ctful ly 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Jno . G. Reynold s 

l~t Li eut u . s . ~ .c. 

Disb Agt. I nd Dept . 
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My dear Sir , 

Pass Christian Miss -

3oth Jan¥ 1839 -

Yours of 29th inst. came safe to hand and I hasten to 

give you all the information that I poss ess o can obtain 

in relation to the Creek Indians that rema ned here after the 

main body we r e removed from this place . From what I can 

learn from the Old Indian Barefoot, there were about t ~enty 

in number, - men women and Children , who r emained behind , 

eleven of whom left this during the winter of 1837 f or New 

Orleans where they have remained ever since all the rest are 

at this place and vicinity with the exception of one man who 

has left some time since for Alabama . 

Tom Pigeon and family are at ~olf iver , consisting 

of h i mself and four o thers , there are also five others who 

are living at this place 

Sir , 

I remain Sir 

Respe ct f ully yours 

i gned Finley B. eirn ~/ 

New Or l eans Lou 

5th Feb¥ 1839 -

I have the honor to inclose herewith a communication 

respecting the straggling Cr eek Indi ans l eft at Pass Christ

ian on tne removal of the Ma in body of Indians in Oct 1837 -
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All doubtless can be collected ~i thout much d i ffic ulty , 

with the exception 0 1 the one ment i oned as having left f or 

Alabama- t he writer of the he r ewith repo t is a person on 

whom reliance can b e placed bein also well acquainted with 

Pass Christian n d its Environs . 

T. Hartley Crawford 

I am Si r , 

ve r y respect ully 

Your Obt ~ervt . 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Li eut . U. S . M. C. 

Disb Agent I nd . Dept 

Com! Ind. Aff~ ,a s h ing ton City . 

• • • • 

Sir, 

New Orleans Lou, 

1oth a r ch 183 9 -

I have the honor to state that Capt . ~orrison h as 

reached Fo t J a ckson , a s ta t ion of s ome sixty or e i ght y mi l es 

below this City , Capt Mor ison wi l l proceed we st wi th the 

party under his Charge, consisting am informed, of t wo 

hundred and upwards in numbe r - I shall proceed i mmedi ately 

to Tampa Bay, where I shal l be, as I have been , f ox the last 

six months unemployed - indeed ' ir, t h ere i s no necessity 

for the employment of two Of icers on the Emi gr t ing Serv ice 

- I have t he refo re to r equest that my services may be d is

pensed with and Orders is sued f or m r e c a ll t o settl e my 

accounts. 

(, c . ---------------------------------
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12th March 
for r om 

Sailed lr~~ Tampa Bay f¢f New Orleans arri ved at 

Fort Brook 23dMarch 

27th " Embarked on board the Steamer Ion with Indian chief 

Ne-ar-Locco-Emart hlar and interpreter for For t Fan-

ning to confer wi t h the Comrr1and ing General , arrived 

29th and at For t Vh i te 30th March , where th General 

wa s daily expect ed fr om Bl a ck Creek 

3d April Gen~ Tayl or not having arrived , procured a horse 

from the 'Ua r t e r Ma s ters Departn nt and sent out f or 

Bl ack Cr eek di s t ant 72 miles , me t the Gen~ within 15 

mile s of Bl a ck cre ek on his way to For t ~ hite , who afte r 

vont·e rence with the Indi an Chief di rected me to return 

to For t Brook t o awai t further Orders , which probably 

would be i ssue d after the great uounc i l , Called by Genl 

Macomb an d t o take place 1st May 

Received 23d Mar h Var Department 

Sir, 

Office Indian Affs 

22Ifd Oct 1839 -

Having been appoint ed by t he Pres i dent to fill the vacan

cy occasioned by t h e r esignat i on of Mr Harr i s your Offic i al com-

munications will, in f uture be addre s sed to me , as Commi fs ioner 

of Indian Affairs , ana f orwarded i n the mode pr e s cri bed by the 

Regulations Very r espe ctf ully 

Your Obt. Servan t 

Si gned . Ha rtley Crawford 
Lieut. J. G. Reynolds 

Tampa Bay Flor ida 

' . 



Sir, 

Fort ~ hite , E F . 

l oth Karch 1839 -

I have been direc t ed by the Gene ral to repair to Tampa 

Bay to await f urther Orders , in compliance with which, I 

shall pr oceed thi t her by t he f i rst conveyance 

T. Ha rtley Cr awford E sq~ 

Comf Indian Af f s. 

Washington Gi t y. 

• • • • 

Rec~ 27 Ap~ 

Sir, 

I am Sir 

Very r espec t .t'ully 

Your Obt . Servant 

Jno: G. Reynolds 

l st Lieut . U. S . M. C. 

Disb~ ngt . Ind Dept . 

1/ar Dept . 

Of'fe Ind . Affs . 

lst M rch 1839 -

I acknowl edge the receipt of t wo let ters from you, 

one dat ed 5th ultimo, the other the 11th ultimo : the first 

encloses a l ette r to y ou from Finley B. Harirn relative to 

c ertain Cr e ek Indians left at Pass Chr istian upon the re 

moval of the party of tha t nation from that station. The 

second encloses the appli cation of Geo: :bitman to be re 

lieved from a judgment ·obt ained against hi m by G. V. Long 

amounting to (p575 -

In r e l ation to the f i rs t of these subjects , I have 

to say that t he Dep t i s gratifi ed t o leave that the party 

of Creeks refered to my l e t ter t o you of 12 Jan¥ last. can 
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be collected ~itho 1 t much difficulty and L request that you 

will take the ne cessary meas ures to convey them , est , with 

the strictest regard to economy consistant with t he ir com

fortable removal 

As to the Claim of ~ r 1:!hitman, I obse ve t ha t this 

Office is not satisfied that the case is such as requires 

its int-erference , or that will permit of an indemni ty . 

Before any deffinite action will be had upon this 

claim this off ic e requires that a f ull record of the pro

ceedings in the Courts of Louisiana shal l be f u r nished , ex

h ibiting the Cause of action and the principles upon which 

the judgment was rendered against Mr .hitman 

Lt Jno. G. Reynolds 

New Orleans Lou 

Lieut. Jno G Reynolds 

Tampa Bay Florida 

Sir. 

Very r esptY Yr Mo Obt Sert 

Si gned 

U. S . M. C. 

T. Ha rtley Crawford 

1."Jar Depart ment 

Off Ind ffairs 

,f rch 28th 1839 

U. S . M. C. 

Agreeably to your ·request expr essed in your letter of 

the 1oth inst you a re hereby relieved from further duty in the 



Dept of Indian Affairs, and will consider your sel f at liberty 

to, and receive and obey the Orders of your proper Commandant 

of the Marine C o~p s 

As to to your request fo orders f or your recall to 

settle y our accounts , I have to say , that they have thus 

far, been rendered i n a manner so satisfactory t hat it does 

not appear t hat your p esence here is , or will be necessary 

for t hei r ad justment' and therefore in accordance wi th the 

Regulations of t his Department , I do not f ee l myself at liberty 

to give the instruct ions required . Should it appear however , 

in t he investigat ion o f your Ac counts , that your presence will 

be necessary f or pu pose of explanat ion, you will be requested 

to attend he re. 

You will please fort hwith, to turn over to Capt lor i 

son, the f und s now in your possession f o the ~migrat ion 

service, together ·vitti all books, papers &c . relative to 

t he Siminola Removal and forward to this Of ice, at as early 

a day as convenient Yo . acc ounts !'or final settlement 

A Co of t his l etter will be communicated to the 

Secretary of the Navy an a lso to Capt . Morr ison 

very r espectfully 

Your Mo. Obt . Serv 

Si gned T. H. Cr awford 

• • • • 

(OIA: Florida(Emigr .) File R374 c. New Or leans. R- 415.) 



New Barracks 

Sir, 

New Orleans Lou . 

5th July 1838 

I have the honor to inform you that a detachment ar 

rived at this place on 3d inst . the party bein small , only 

33 in number; I have deemed i t proper to detain them until 

the return of Capt. Morrison - The Officer who accompanied 

this party is under the impression that it will be the 

last that will Emigrat e this season, 

C. A. Harris Esq! 

Commr of Ind Affairs 

\ ashington C"i ty. 

I am Sir , 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt Servt 

Jno . G. Reynolds 

1st Lieut . U. S . M. C. 

& Disb Agt . Ind . Dept 

• {OIA: Florida {Emigr.) File R272 et seq. New Orleans. R-276) 



Van Buren Ark 

lath Aueust 183~ -

Sir, 

I llave the hono r to t ransmi t -n}iiuster Rolls of Ind ians 

delivered to Capt ~tephenson on 5tll inst ; the transportation 

r rom Lit Lle Rock, was both land and water, the former in con-

sequence of the low stage of the river , t he party of negroes 

under the char ge of Asst. Condt . Benjamin was overtaken a t 

Clarksville 170 miles above Little Rock and embarked with the 

party under my charge, the whole disembarked at For t Coffee 

and procee ded by land , the average travel was ten miles per 
l}lore 

day, not be i ng able to make in consequence of ext reme heat 
,fll 

and want of water 

I am detained at this place waiting an op _or tunity to 

descend the r i ver , every exertion has been made to obtain 

conveyance, horses are not to be procured e ither by purchase 
loose 

or hire, I shall~a s little time a s p os s ible in reporting i n 

person to the bupe intendant . I am Si r , 

Ve ry respectfully 

C. A. Harris Esq! 

Commt Indian Aff~ 

r/a shington l;; ity. 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Jno. G. Reynolds 

st 1 Li eut . U. S . M. C. 

& Disb~ Agt . Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Florida ( Emi gr .)File R- 278 . New Orleans . 1838 . R- 290 . ) 



Head ~uarters 2<J. Dept 1", 1:) Divi s ion 

Fort Gibson Aug 27~h 1838 . 

To the Honbt 

J. R. Poinsett 

SectY. of 1'/a r, 

i!Ja shington City 

Sir, 

I had the honor on the 22d inst . to receive your instruc-
SJ.. 

tions of the 21 . ~ ult . together vith the papers to ~hich they 

refer. 

I extremely regret that the United States is liable to 

suffer loss in consequenc e of the Creek warrio r s having sold , 

and l eceived pay f or the negr 9es they captured from t he Sem

inole Indians in Florida , and these negroes having imprudently 

been returned to the possession of the i r fo rme r owners at New 

Orleans, and brought to this place with t wo hundred or more 

other negroes belonging to the Seminol e s . Owing to these 

transactions it would be extremely difficult i f not i mpossi-

ble to identify at mos t, but f ew of them , and from the pres -

ent posture of this c ase, i t is not pr obabl e that one of 
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the negroes wi ll be obtained except by force , - For further 

information in relat ion to this sub j ect, I beg leave to refer 

you to my l e tter to Captain Armstrong Act. Super~ of the Jest

ern Territory of this date, a copy of which is herewith enclosed . 

I shall do all in my power to prevent loss to the .Govern-

ment, and will at an early period have the honor to advise you 



of the success of the measures taken in the case. 

I have the honor to be 

Sir 

~ ith great respect 

Your Obt. Servt. 

M, Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigd~ Gen1 U S . A 

(CIA: Florida ( Emigr.) File A452 . Ft . Gibson . 1838 .) 
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Head Quarte rs 2~ Dept ~ . Di vision 

Fort Gi bson , Sept . ll~h 1838 . 

Sir, 

I have the honor to report fo r the information of the 

Government that the Semi nol e Indians who arrived in this 

country, l ast su~~er are yet encamped in the vicinity of 

this post. - They are without the necessary tools to enable 

them to build cabbins , are v ery destitute of clothing , and 

are greatly in want of Blank ets , and have no means of trans

portihg t he i r baggage to that por tion of the Creek ation 

they wi sh to settle in , except on their shoul ders - Under 

such ci rcumstances , and in similar cases , much good woul d 

be effec t ed i f some Agent~ t he Government (in thi s country) 

had authority to maje the expenditure necessary to enable 

Ind ian emigi•ants to arrive at such place i n their country 

as they desire to settle and to fur nish them ~ith the tool s 

indispensably necessary to enable them t o construct cabbins . 

To Brig . Gen~ R. Jones 

Adjt Gener a l 

Washington City 

I am Sir 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt . Servt 

M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigdr Gen~ U. S . A. 

(CIA: Flor i da (Emi gr .) Fi le A457. Ft . Gibson . 1838 . ) 



Father 

Tampa Bay ~ . Fg 

September 23~d 1838 . 

I have been to our new home on the Arkansas , and having 

been sent f or , returned to Florida , where we again Met ; 

since you l eft he r e I have f el t as though I was al one ; 1"hen 

I departed f o the ~est , I spoke to you , and said if there 

was any t h i ng you wi shed to i nform me of , you could send the 

talk to me and it would be listened to j ust the same a s if I 

was pres ent --

Father , I expected t o get all my people in before you 

left us, but d i d not succeed; since that I have seen some of 

them, and talked with them, many of t h e principal Tallahasse 

Ch iefs have come i n , some with t he i r families - we have had a 

good Ta lk, and they have agree~ to comply with tho treaty -

I d i d not much expect any of them would consent to it , but 

they h ave d one so, and E- che - o- mathla the principal ch ief & 

othe rs have gone int o the Nation to t ry and bring i n the 

rest - I wil l wai t untill the time expires fo r them to re 

turn- I t h ink now all the Tal lahassee Indians , and some of 

t he Micasukies, wi ll joi n us , the latter however I am not 

sure of -

Some of our people have gone to their new home , and we 

have j ust r eceived a l e t ter from them , expressing a w1 sh , 

that we s hould j oin them, as oon a s we can - I don ' t know 

what to do - I am anxi ous to go, but I wish to take all my 

friends with me - le have sent runners into the Nation , 
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calling upon them to come in as soon as they can - when these 

runners return, if they wont come , we that are nov1 here will 

go without them- I do not much expect thooe with Api - a- ce 

and Coe-con-chie, from the talk they have sent , ill agree 

to come in, because they have killed some that were friend 

ly to the "!hi tes; we shall, therefore , have to l eave them 

behind to get along the best way they can with the . ~ite 

people - it is, not t he wish, of all of them to r main , 

but such strict laws have been passed , among thooe that 

are stil l in the Nation , those who want to come are pre-

vented by the hostile part , 

Father, you told me , the ~omen , vould not be i n jured 

if takenJ I hope your words are still good - They can be 

sent to the Vest, where many of their Friends are -

Perhaps you remember , I was one of the delegat ion sent 

to examine the Lands Vest of the Mifsissippi indended for 

usJ I went , was pleased witb it. and after making a selec -

tion for the Seminoles returned , and f elt willing to re 

move, at once when the Creeks did; but Roley Mcintosh . pro

posed that we should unite , with the Creeks , as , one Na

tion; - this I obj ected to, at once, because they look upon 

us, as, runaways and would not treat us just, as they would 

so many dogs. ~e have lately be en inf ormed by our Chief 

Mi-ca-no-py and others that they have many of them settled 

on the Land which we claim as ours - Gen~ Arbuckl e , and Gov~ 

Stokes, were present at the time I made the Selection , and 

asked me, how I was pleased with it, I told them , very well, 



they then sa i d , Very well , it is f or you , and your , peo

ple, and shal l be secured to you - I supposed i s words 

would be true , and when we got back , we should have nothing 

to do, but Move on it - By the same letter , however , we are 

informed Ho-po - otth- e-ahola , and a number of Creeks , have 

taken pos s ession of it - and the Seminoles recently removed 

are Stil l encamped Vithin a few yards of the Spot where 

they l anded - As I have said - I examined the Land , made 

a selection , was told that it should be secured to Me , & 

my people - I therefore cannot beli eve , that the Creeks , 

or any one else , have a r i ght to Claim it 

Hopo-itth-e-aholo~ object , is to compell us , t o unite 

with t hem , but , we have no such int ention 

My Father You see how we are Situated; and , as our 

fri end , we look up to you for advice , and assistance , 

Have t hese people removed from our Lands that we may take 

posse ssion quietly when we get there, - do what you can 

fo r us, we beg you - If it is necessary let our Great 

Fa t her s ee this , that he may f eel f or us . 

··. e {iish Very Much to hear fr om you , in answer to thi s , 

but l e t your l etter be sent to us at Arkensas -

Signed Ho- la- too- chie ( Chi ef) 

Co . e hajo ( Chief) 

Eu . jae - Tustenukkee ( Chief) 

Ho- talkee - Ha jo ( ub Chief) 

To Ma jor Genl Antonio (Sub Chief) 

Tho~ S Jesup Wa shington 

(OIA: Flo r ida (Emi gr .) File A458- 475 . Tampa Bay . 1838 . A- 795 . ) 
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(OIA: Florida (Emigr .) File A458-475 . Tampa Bay . 1838 . A- 475 . ) 

Tampa Bay E. Fr . 

Sept ember 29 1838 . 

Sir 

Upon the recommenda tion of Gen~ Taylor I have the hono r 

herewith to tran s mi t y ou the Enclosed Copy of a letter , ad 

dressed to Gent J e sup , b the Seminole , and Tallahassee 

Chiefs, who have a ss embled at this post wi th many of their 

people, preparatory to the i r removal to the ·est . 

A lett er ha s r ecently b een received from i icanopy and 

other Chiefs, no w on the Arkansas by the Signers 6f the paper 

here inclosed, wherein Complai nts are made , that the Creeks 

have been pe rmitt ed, t o occupy t e lands , which have been 

selected by t heir delegat i on f or the Seminoles exclusively . 

Our prospects f or a speedy te rmination of the difficul

ties with all t he Fl orida I ndians , has at present a more 

f l atte ring Aspect, than at any p eriod since the Commencement 

of the 'ar, It is ther efore , much to be regrett ed , an affair , 

which could, and I t r ust, can, ye t b e obvi ated , shou d inter

vene to interupt t he good understand i ng , whi ch exists a t this 

time, between t h e Gen~ a nd t he I nd i ans , r ema i n i ng in Florida -

Should another communicat ion be re ce ived from their Governor 

(Micanopy) complaining of thi s i n just ce , many who are wil l i ng , 

and ready to comply with t he Treat y , would i n al l probabi lity 

decline, in Consequenc e of it, and t h ose r ema i ning a t l a r ge , 

in the Nation deterred f r om c oming in t her eby . 

I have the honor to be ~·i th Gr eat r espec t Your Obt . Svt. 

To the Hon: Joel Poinsett J J. Abercr ombie Capt . U. S . A. 

Seoty of ~ar. Supt. Indn Affairs 



Sir 

On board the St eame r Rodney 

Pensacol a Bay Oc t . 28 . 1838 

I have the bono to inform you of my progrefs t hus 

far upon my way to Ar kansas wi th the whole t r i be of Apal 

achicola Ind i ans and t hirty f our Creeks from Dog I sland ; 

Gen1 ~ ellborn who has had charge of the creek childr en 

alluded to i n my l etter of the 2d ins t , refus ed t o give 

them up. I v as therefore compelled t o leav e wi thout them . 

The Apalachicolas still pers i sted in t heir determ na 

tion not t o embark unti l they were paid fo r the i r lands . Genl 

Taylor wa s present and directed me to pay the amount due t hem 

so soon as they should have embarked . I procured wi th s ome 

difficulty the amount in speci e , and pa i d them off on t h e 

20th inst in presence of Gen1 T Thi s r emoved the only ob

jection they could r a ise to t he ful f illment of t he t reaty 

Gen1 Taylor thoug4t i t unsafe to t rus t so many Indi ans 

on board of one Steam Boat at Sea , and r ecommended me to 

procure some other conveyance for a p art of them as f a r as 

New Orleans. I acc ordingly have chart ered t wo Schooners 

one, the Vespar, to go as f ar as the mout h of t h e Mifsif- 

sippi river, and t he other , the Octavia, to proceed to 

New Orleans, at which place the guard which the General 

thought most prudent to s end , wi ll be d ischarged and all 

the Indians put on board the Rodney . Th e Vespar is 

chartered for $450 and the Octavia for $600 for the 

voyage. 



Seve r al of the I nd i ans are sick ; one has died since 

we l eft Chattahoochee . Should s i cknefs among them increase 

I wil l employ a Physi cian a t New Orleans 

I herewi t h enclose an add i tional estimate for funds 

includ i ng the amount pa i d for the Indian lands . I also 

enclose a copy of t he Charter par ty with Capt \ ood for 

the St eam Boat Rodn ey . I n h i s proposal no ment i on was 

made of. t h e wood ne cefsa r y for the voyage . He informed 

me tha t his proposal was mad ·· with the understanding that 

the Unit ed States would , i n this as in every other instance 

where a boat has b een char ter ed i n Florida , furnish f uel . 

This I ascertained to be the case , and made out the charter 

party accordingly . $9 , 750 , wa s the next lowest proposal 

made fo r a boat to g o as f ar a s Li ttle Rock . 

Genl Taylor is of the opinion that the f ugitive c reeks 

will soon b e captured now t hat t he Apalachicolas are out of 

the way. Under the s e ci rcumstances I will not return to 

Washington unt il I shall have heard f rom you on the subject . 

You will be pleased t o addref s me at Little Rock 

I have t he hohor to be 

C. A. Harris Esq. 

Comr of Indn Affairs 

Washington D. c. 

Very Re spectfully 

Your Obt Servant 

Dan! Boyd 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr.) File 8600-615 . Chattahoochee. 1838. 
B-615.) 
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Exe cutive offi ce 

Tallahafsee Nov 6 . 1838 

Sir 

I have the pleasure to inf orm you t hat t he Apala ch icola 

Indians have been shi pped f r om St Jo seph Flor i da , f or New 

Orleans on thei r way to t he Sout h est . I was pre sent at 

the embarcation of the Indi ans ; i n all t hree hundred . hen 

I last wrote to you I apprehended great di ff i culty in r emov

ing these Indi ans , and am now sati sfied that the succefs i s 

attributable to t he pr esence of an effi cient forc e under the 

immediat e c ommand of Genl Taylor and the indefatigable exe r 

tions of the Agent Mr Boyd . I am in hope s that the fug i t i ve 

Creeks since t he r emoval of the Apalachicola ' s have been 

dispirited and t ha t they will s oon sur ender themselves . -

The Hon 

Joel R Poinset t 

Secr etary of War . 

You~s wi th respect 

John P DuVal 

Act i ng Govor of Flori da 

{OIA: Flo r i da (Emigr . ) F i le F97 - 103 . Tal lahassee . 1838 . F-103 . ) 
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Sir 

Montgomery Point Arks 

Nov ember 13th 1838 

I have reache d this place with the Indi ans under my 

charge and \nll proceed up the Arkansas River as far as the 

water will permit without delay . There is at present no 

prospect of geting ru~ther up by water than Little Rock , 

and even that. is doubt ful. I will however go as far as I 

can by Steam Boat and then take wagons. 

I have the honor to be 

C A Harris Esq 

Comr of Indn Af fairs 

Washington D C. 

Ve r y espectfully 

Your Obt Servant 

Danl Boyd 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr .) File B638- 639-655 . St eamboat Rodney . 
1838 . B-639.) 
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Dardenell Arkansas 

December 3~ 1838 

Sir 

I arrived at Little Rock wi th the Indians under my charge 

on board the Steam Boat Rodney on the 22Ug Ult . The Rodney 

could proceed no fur t her on account of the low stage of the 

water , in consequence of which I transferred the Indians to 

the Steam Boat North stLouis . The North stLouis proceeded 

as far as Taylors bar when we were again compelled to Stop . 
ca 

Finding further progrefs by water impractible I sent 

out and hi red Teams and arrived at this place last night 

by Land. 

I have a s yet received no r emittance on account of the 

Apalachicola Emi gration though estimates for that purpose 

were fo r warded to your office agreeably to i nstructions The 

balance of f unds on hand on account of removal and subsist-

ence of Creek s be i ng entirely exhausted I was compelled to 

draw on your off i ce i n favour of Cap~ Doughty of the Steam 

Boat Nort h St Louis for $lOOo9Q (one Thousand Dollars) which 

I t r ust will be duly honored . 

I hope on my return t o Little Rock to receive the addi

tional fund s necefsary to defray the expenses of the Apalachi -

cola Emigr ation 

I ha ve t he honor to be 

T. H. Crawford Esq! 

Comr of Indian Affa irs 

Washington City D. C. 

Very Respectfully 

Your Obd~ Serv~ 

Dan! Boyd 

(OIA: Florida (Emi gr .) Fi le B638-639- 655 . Steamboat Rodney . 
18!8. B-655.) 
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ew Orleans Lou . 

lst Feb~ 1839 -

Sir, 

I have the honor , to acknowl edge the receipt of your 

letter dated 12th ulto in relation to the fu itive Creek In

dians, l eft at Pa s s Christian upon the removal of the main 

body of Indians , in October 1837 - I i mmed i ately took the 

necessary mea sures to ascerta 1n the number &c . agreeably to 

your instructi ons ; in consequence of the low s tage of the 

water in t he Lake , the various dteamers plying between this 

City and Mob i le , ar e no t enabled to effect a landing at 

t he Pass f o r the present , so s oon as , the ne cessary inform

ation c alled for , can be obtained , it shall forthwith be 

communicated . 

As respe cts the Simi nola Emi grat ion, nothing has 

transpired , since my last weekly report . 

I am Si r , 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq~ 

Comr Ind. Af fa i r s 

lashing ton City. 

very respectfully 

Your Obt . Servt . 

Jno : G. Reynold s 

1 8 t Lieut . U. S .. c. 

Disb~ Agent . Ind . Dept . 

(Florida ( Emi gr .)Fi le 349 . N w Orleans . 1839 . R- 349 . ) 



. 
New Orleans Lou. 

1oth March 1839 --

Sir, 

I hav e the honor to ~tate , that Capt : Morrison has 

reached Fo~ t Jackson , a Sta t i on of Some Sixty or Ei ghty 

Miles below t his City - Capt Morr ison wi l l proceed west 

with the pa r ty m1der his Cha r ge , Consisting , I am informed, 

of t wo hundred a nd upwards in number - I shall proceed 

immediately to Tampa Bay, whe r e I shall be , a s I have been , 

for t h e l as t six Month s unemp loyed - indeed Si r , there is 

no necessity for the Emp~oyment of two Offi cers on the 

Siminola ~mi gration - I have therefore to request t hat My 

Services may be dispensed wi th and Orders issued f or my 

recall, to Settle My Accounts. 

T. Hartley Cr awford sq~ 

Com: Ind. Affairs 

1.'/asbington City .. 

I am Si r, 

Very respectfully 

Your Obt . Servt . 

no . G. Reynolds 

1st Li eut u. s . L C. 

Disb Agt . Ind . Dept . 

(OIA: Florida( Emigr.)File R374 . New Orleans . 1839. R- 377 . ) 
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(OIA: Florida File. A-845-956. Ft. Gibson. 1940. A-845 .) 

Jull7 the lOth 1840 

Western Creek Natoin We of Simenole tribe Cheat and wa~

raors Cor Comings Sir Gen Jessep Stated to the Sirna

noles when the did A~ive at the new homes that the wood 

live at peace with there property retern t~e p~operty 

Ware not there own Soe we did Acording to orde~s at tampy 

Bay Before we left Gen Jessep which stated to us the 

contry ware assined wa~e lying vacant We found it wa~e 

not the case We doe wish to Be at peace with our p~operty 
we 

in our own Contry ware Assined to us allsoe,,wishes fo~ you 
and the 

to State to the Government We Wishes to come .. on sea J,Prese-

dent perhaps We can range our matters to our Sattistac

toin it Apear We Cannot have Justice done to us With out 

Going our selves for we are not Settled yet the Oontry We 

are now in it doe not ~uit us Which We doe Wish for to 

contend for the Contry Ware Assine to us By the Government 

We doe Jish for you pas your opi~on on the subject We are 

now on the p~incepla Cheat Will vissit you on tommorrow 

evining on this Bisnist if you can Send A lette~e to the 

Citty of Washing ton for us on the viss1t to sea our 

Great farther as We ask the reqest to rite us A lette~ 

alsoe aasine our names to the letter if you doe ~ite 

for us 

Nothing more your friend and Brothers 
his 

Meco Nollee x 
mark 

Nocas yo holer his 

tort Gibson 

X 

mark 
his 

tos ton nook ko Jugnee x 
mark 
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Head qrs 4~h Inf 

Fort Gibson, July 18 . 1840. 

General, 

during your absence a few days since, I recieved 

a visit f r om Mi canope & some other Seminole Indians . 

who had been wait i ng in the neighborhood for some time 

with a view t o see the Agent & Chiefs of the Creeks in 

relation to a claim made on them for some negroes, but 

not having succeeded in settling the businefs, owing to 

the absence of the Agent , he was obliged to return home 

without effecting h i s object - I enclose notes of a con

versation with him, also a letter which he handed me -

I am very r es pectfully 

Your Obedt serv~ 

Brigf Oen~ M. Arbuckle 

Coml 29 Mil Dep~ 

Alex~ Cummings 

Col 4~b Inf 

(OIA: Florida File A 845-856. Ft. Gibson. 1840. A-845. ) 
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Sir, 

Head Quarters 2~ Dep~ W. Division 

Fort Gibson, July 20~~ 1840 . 

You wi ll herewith receive a letter written by 

Mi ca no pa pri ncipal Chief of the Seminoles to Col . cum

mings under date of the 10~~ ins~ together with the Col's 

letter to me of the 18~h 

It appears that the Seminoles here are still much dif

satisfied i n consequence of their being deprived of the en

tire pofs efs i on of the Country between the main Cannadian 

and Forth For k, and if they could now p0fsefs that Country, 

it is not i mprobable that they would in good earnest urge 

their people in Florida to join them, those that Captain 

Page desir es t o take with him to Florida may be of service 

by inducing t he Seminoles to emigrate, yet the certainty 

that they cannot have the exclusive occupation of the country 

at first afsigned to them on the Cannadian , may render their 

influence of but l ittle we i ght . 

I am, Si r , 

To T. Hartley Crawford Esq. 

very respectfully 

your ob~ Serv~ 

M. Arbuckle 

Brevt Br i gdf Gen+ U. S . A 

Commifsf of Indi an Affa irs 

Washington City. 

(OIA: Florida File A-845-856. Ft. Gibson. 1840. A-845. ) 
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Sir 

Fort Gibson Arks 

5th August 1840 

I have the honour t o r eport I have had a council with 

the Seminoles and Selected a delegation for the Florida Ex

pedition. They a r e anxious to make the trial, and enter in

to it with great conf i dence . I explained to them the reason 

why they did not occupy the country that was granted to them 

by treaty -

I told t hem i t was kept open for them three years , and 

instead of Emigrating as they Agreed to do, they went to war 

and in the mean time the Creeks took possefsion, and that 

the President had complied with all his obligations, and if 

the delegation succeeded in bringing in the balance of the 

nation, ther e was st i ll a good country and plenty of it, and 

no doubt the President would hav e a portion of the country 

marked out for t hem , and they could settle down and be 

respected as in former days . This appeared to satisfy them . 

I have heard but very few complaints about this country; 

all appear very well satisfied; now and then an old woman 

breaks out upon me , but they did the same thing in Florida 

and would if t hey had every thing they asked for; The 

Chiefs say t hey are not worth noticing . 

I am now wa i ting for Capt Armstrong he is expected 

every day. I shal l endeavor to start immediately on his 

arrival, and i f he i s not ready he can follow on after

wards. When Indians get ready to start to any point, they 
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soon get tired if they are de tained l ong. They ar e 

now making preparations f or their f ami l i es during 

their abs ence 

To 

T. H Crawford Esq 

Com of Ind i an Af f i rs 

t·vi th respec t 

J ohn Page 

Capt 4th Infty 

(OIA: Florida Fi le P 824 &c . Ft . Gibson . 1840 . P- 824 . ) 
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Head Quarters 2~ , Dep~ Division 

Fort Gibson , August 11~~ 1840 . 

To The Honble 

J. R. Poinsett 

Secretary of 7ar , 

ashington City . 

Sir, 

Captain Page is still here , he informs me that he has 

selected the Seminoles that h e desires · to take with him to 

Florida, but that he cannot comraence his journey to that 

Country until after the arrival of Captain Armstrong , who 

has b een expected here for the last ten or twelve days , and 

as it is very important that the Friendly Seminoles should 

be in Flor ida at an early period , I much regret their deten-
place 

tion at this~and that there is no certainty when Captain 

Armstrong will arrive . 

The Seminole Indi ans here I believe no ~ de sire to see 

their Fri ends i n Florida join them, and if they could en

joy the Country first afsigned to them in the Forks of 

the Canadian, I have no doubt they would greatly exert 

themselves to effect this object. They do not willingly 

submit to the authority of the Creek Nation , and are very 

desirous of enjoying a Tract of Country t o themselves 

where they could live unde r thei r own Laws . A few Poneys , 

Stock, Cattle, Farming Utensils &c , would as I believe 

be a great inducement to the Seminoles to remove to this 

Country, and I understand by those now going to Florida 

24 



that if t hey succeed in bringing t heir people here , that 

they expect t o be again acknowledged as a separate Na

tion. 

I have t he honor to be 

very r espectfully 

your ob~ serYt 

M. Arbuckle 

Brev~ Brigdt Gen~ U. s . A 

(OIA: Flor i da File A- 845- 856 . Fort Gibson . 1840. A- 856 . ) 



Sir 

For t Gibs on Ark 

19~~ August 1840 

I have the honor to report Capt Armstrong has not ar

rived or been h eard f r om up t o this date . 

The delegat ion have been ready for fifteen days . Jen ' l 

Arbuckle advised me t o make a move down the River as the In

dians get impati ent af ter being encamped so long and thei r 

families waiting to see them start . - I would permit them 

to return home but some of them live a long ways off and if 

they once get scat t er ed , it would take s ome time to collect 

them and they mi ght be absent from home when sent for 

The del ega t i on has made all preperat i ons f or thir 

families during the r absence and recieved all the talk 

from such Indi an s that have connecti ons in Florida , and 

their whole ambi tion a ppears to be to succeed if pofsi 

ble iR-~ae and a ccomplish the object of their mifsion . -

They ha e been very particular in selecting the r delega 

tion. 

The follo wing are the names of t he delegation as in

terpreted to me , in I nd i an and english 

Ho la toochee 

No co-s e o ho l a 

Tus-ta nuc cuchee 

Cotchar 

Hoth la Po- zen 

Tomny He-latta 

Thuth lo Hurjo 
Lifte Harjo 

Blue 

Bear 

Lieutenant 

Tiger 

Fin sh the war 

Li tt l e Blue 

crazy Fi sh 

Crazy Y olf 
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Ho pis Harjo Crazy Heart 

No-co-see Tus t e nuckee Li eut Bear 

Antonio 

Par sack e o Hola 

Sharp Bullet 

Sentinel 

Tony (Bl ack man) Int erpreter 

Primus (Bl ack man ) I nterpr eter 

·a th respect 

I am your obt sevt 

John Page 

Capt 4h Infty 

24"6• 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr . ) File P840- 872 . Ft . Gibson . 1840 . P- 846 . ) 



Sir 

For t Ki ng Flori da 

th 13 Nov 1840 

I have the honor to r epo t , I arrived at this place on 

the 7~h Int, The chiefs di d no t come in on the day appoint ed , 

but sent in t o have No co see o hola and Ho la too chee come 

out and meet them , but they sent them a talk , they would not 

go, that t hey had come a long distance to see them and they 

had a good talk f or them and they must come to them , which 

talk was compli ed with; they met very fri endly . I asked 

Tiger -tail i f he knew o co see o hola , he said he was his 

brother and he looked up to h i m as his Father I asked 

Habe tust e nuggy if he knew Ho la too chee he sa d yes that 

Hola too chee rai sed him , and he could scarcely be ieve his 

own eyes when he looked at the delegation , they neuer ex

pected. t o s ee their friends again , that they had brought a 

good talk f or them, they said the delegation had all told 

them they had a good country and their great Father had 

given them all he promi sed ~Rsm except their rifles and 

they woul d get them after the whole nation had emigrated . 

I asked them in presehce of the delegation i f they believed 

the i ~ talk they said they d i d and were satisfied ~ i th their 

talk &c. They told the Genl they would not tell hi m any 

thing till they had c onsult ed the del egat ion and what they 

agreed upon they would let h i m know . - I instructed the 

delegation to impref s upon t hei minds at the commencement 

that they had got t o emi grate we st ; to have any por tion of 

thie country . was out of t he que s t i on , The delegat i on 
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told them they fought forthis country but could not get it 

and they vould not consent their great Father should give it 

to those t hat r emain behind , they sa d they , ould take their 

talk. I r equested the Gen ' l to let the del egation take 

their own course with the host i les , that I had instructed 

them in every point rel at ive t o arrangements with them , 

Some of the connection of t he de legation have come in and v 11 

not go out again. If t he re i s any possib i lity of prevailing 

on these people to emigrate the delegation will surely do 

it; they work night and day in the cause and I am with them 

myself nearl y all the time , There is two other ch efs t o be 

in shortly when the d el egat i on i ntend to make them agree to 

go to Tampa Bay with t heir women and children preparatory 

to emigration Sam Jones is near Cape Florida a runner 

will go to have h i m come i n at Tampa as als o Co an coo chee 

lo ar coo chee ', mother who is a prisoner and wi ll be here 

in a f ew days, · she is a sister to Hok pis harjo (one of my 

delegation) he thinks he can inf+uence h i m t o come in I 

can promise nothi .g at pres ent but ·will r eport from time 

to time ae how we progrefs , about one hundred and fifty war-

riors have come in 

T H C~awford Esqire 

Com of Ind ian nffairs 

Wa s h ington City 

11th r espect 

I am your obt servt 

John Page Capt 4th Infty 

(OIA: Florida (Emigr.) Fi le P- 840- 872 . Ft . Gibson . 1840 . P- 872 . ) 



Tampa Bay March 6 1841. 

Dear Sir 

I wrot e you on the 26 ult , as directed by your in

structions to me on the 6~g ult~ 

The funds which you speak of in that letter , have not 

reached this post •. and I learn from Genl Armistead that he 

is entirely wi thout the means for the transportation of the 

Indians at this post , which must delay the time for their 

emigration -

About three hundred Indians are now ready f or trans ort 

ation, an d there is a very strong probabil ity that there will 

be many more i n the course of twelve or fifteen days - At 

present, I am unable to make any estimate of the probable 

expense of transportation beyond New Orleans , as it is nee-

efsary t hat arrangements should be made their , for that pur-

pose, but from this to that post , we hope , think, the ex -

pense f or t ransportation will not exceed ei ht dollars each, 

Suppli es b e ing furnished by the Commissary department he r e , 

and f rom the i nformation I have been able to ob tain , I am 

decidedly o f opinion that it will be to the interest of this 

department, to make no other contracts than for trans orta

tion, and that the whole matter be placed under My supervis

ion, o r that o~ some other agent , with instructions to 

furnish subsistence at the expense of the government , - and 

as it is ne cefsar y t o have several vessels employed to take 

the Indi ans f rom this post - who will leave at different 

24~ 



times, I would earnes tly r ecommend to the department , that 

this Agent be stationed at Ne 1 Orleans · be prepared to re -

ceive the parti es as they arrive , and have the means of 

transportat ion r eady to dispat ch them, 

I would also sug est to the department , the propriety 

of taking such measures as wi ll prevent any change of boats , 

from New Orleans t o the point of destination , not only as a 

matter of convenience , bu~ .. F~~t_e?onomy - 

Very Res pectfully Dr Sir 

Your Obt Sert . 

L G Capers 

To Disbursing Agent of Indian Affai rs 

T Hartley Crawford s qr 

Commifsioner of Indian ffairs 

Washington D C. 

(OIA: Seminoles ( Emigr.) File C- 1369 et c . Tampa Bay . 
1841. C-1357 .) 



Sir: 

Office of Indian Agency 

Tampa Bay E. F . 

19th March 1841 . 

I have the honor t o advise the Department that , I re

ceived from General Armistead Commanding f..· c . F~rty_!:i~e 

thousand Dol lars as follows , 11 viz 11 on the 11th March 

$20.000. & on the 18th of March <1P25 . 000 . Dollars and from 

Capt John Page the sum of ~plO , 000 dollars in a draft on the 

U. s. Mr Mint at N. Orleans 

I leave here tomorrow morning with about 300 Indians , 

(emigrating to their new homes), by order of the General as 

far as New Orleans . there to turn my funds into S ecie 

(~~~ve~) disburse a large portion of the amount received 

by me in paying the Chi~fs ___ Warriors the amount due to 

them under "treaty stipulation" , and the balance will proba-

bly be absorbed in procurin transportation and contingen-

cies consequent thereon - hence you will perceive that 

nearly all the funds , will be expended . 

I will Sir , advise you of my arrival at New Orleans 

& how affairs progress but : Sir in order to carry out the 
-

views of the Department fully as regards the emi ration 

it will be absolutely necessary that , no de lay is ~xper-

ienced in the transmission of funds . 

I desire , if conveni ent to the Dept . that future 

remittances be made in Speci~ d~aft~ , as Silver is the 



only money t hey wil l receive , and to consult their wishes 

in this matter I deem politic 

On my r etu rn from N. Orleans by the Steamer that oes 

henoe with a portion of the numb er named whi ch will be 

probably in 18 or 20 days , I hope to receive the balance 

of the appropriation in such funds as is specified in the 

foregoing . 

Very r espectfully 

Sir , 

Your mo . obt Servt . 

L, G, Capors 

Disburs i ng Agent of Indian Affairs 

T Hartly Cr awford Esq 

Commifsioner 

of Indian Affairs 

Washington D. C 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr . ) File C- 1357 etc . Tampa Bay . 1841 . 
C-1369.) 
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Sir. 

Tampa Bay E. F. 

3~ April 1841 . 

I have t he honor , t o report nothin of importance has 

transpired sinc e my last communicationT I have just r e

turned from Sarasota: I went there with Co - a -c oo-che or 

Wild-Cat. I thought it adv i sable to take him there to see 

and converse with the Indians there , as some of them wer e his 

oonnexions; from that po i nt he sent a runner to Sam Jones , 

to meet him at a point select ed , about t he 8th inst - he 

promises v er y fair and says he will bring Sam Jones with 

him, if he uan be got in . It wil l be about the l Oth or 15 

of next month before he can colle~ his people an~ come in 

(so he says ) . He afsured Cotsar and Ho - the-la- poyer , two 

of the del~gation and his own brothers that he would sure 

ly come in. Wild Cat and Cotsar are devoted to each other; 

but we ha. ve been taught here to believe a thi!lR , when we 

see it, and not before . Cosa Tus - te - nug- gy the 2d Chief of 

the Mick-a-su ckies i s in with most of his people - he has 

sent for Helick - Tus - te - nug- y to come in , the runners have 

not yet re turned -

There are at this place about 150 persons , and 100 

at Sarasota I have sent two runners to the Okee- cho - bee 

to ascertain what time Hosper - tarkee (the head man of 

those at Sarasot a ) will be in , with the balance of hls peo

ple, 80 soon as he arrives I shall ship those to New Orleans , 
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it not prevented. Cosa-tus- tenuggy says i f He l ick does not 

come in, he wish es t o be of f v ery soon . They are so slow 

to operate with, i t i s fat i gueing to wait oh them, but 

policy requ i r e s u s to be patient . 

If Wild Cat does not come in by the middle of next month 

as he promises, I shal l think the deligation have done al l 

they can do, they have labored hard.with those people , and 

used all t h e means i n their power to r econcile the hostiles 

to come in 

T. Hartly Crawford Es q 

Oom. of Indian Affai rs 

Wi th respect 

I have the honor t o be Si r 

your obt Servt . 

John Page 

Capt 4~~ Inftry 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr.) Fi l e P- 955 etc . Tampa tBay . 1841 . 
P-959.) 
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Qr Mast ers Office New Or leans 

14 Apri l 1841 

ir, 

Your commun ications of the 31- Mar ch , has reached me , 

and I am always p r epared to perform any duties for the ad

vantage of the Dep~ of ~ar . about twelve days since . Maj 

Belknap, Mr Capers Emigrating gent & other offi cers ar 

rived here with 215 Indi ans . for rkansas . I immedi ately 

procured a Boat for them and they are at For t Gibson by 

t hi s time . 

I a l s o succeeded in obtaining about $40 . 000 in Silver 

for Mr Capers . in exchangefor Tr eas . Notes which he could 

us e. in payment to the Ind ians . He has r eturned to Tampa 

Bay. to pay off the Indians now the r e said to 350 . 

I shall expec t them here in two weeks . and shal l be 

prepared to dispat ch them up the River . 

I am Sir with high r e s pe f you obt Svt 

J Clark 

Ma j . Emg . Agent 

T Hartly Cr awford sq 

Comfs. Ind Affairs 

Washingt on City D C 

(OIA: Seminole ( kmi gr . ) File C- 1388 et c . New Or leans . 1841 . 
C-1388 .) 
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For t Gibson 19 April 1841 

Sir 

I have the honor to enclose herewith a Mus t er Roll of 

Florida Indi ans t hat emigr ated to this place under my Super

intendence -

I am Sir 

Very respectful l y 

Your Obdt . Servant 

W. G. Bellmap 

Ma jor 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington City 

{IOA: Seminole ( Emigr.) Fi le Bll75 . Ft . Gibson . \Vhen examined 
in 1931, n o Mu s t er Roll was found with t his l e tter . ) 
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New Orl eans 14- ay 1841 

Sir. 

Yesterday about two hundred and t wenty Indi ans arrived 

from Tampa Bay . I informed the Commandin Offi cer that a 

Boat could be ready in six hours to t ake them up the Ark-

ansas. He says his ins t ructions fr om Genl Arms t ead , was to 

have them Vaccinat ed , and paid off , and also to give them 

some time to visit the City before they move , I am prepa red 

and shall dispat ch them, when ready to move \!r Capers is 

here with funds to pay them. 

I am Sir wi th high r espe ct 

T. Hartly Crawford Esq 

Comfsr of Indian Affai rs 

Washington City 

D C 

yo obt Svt 

J Clark 

Ma j & Emgr Agent 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr . ) Fi le C- 1388 . Nel Orleans . 
C-1410.) 

841 . 
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Qr Maste r s Office New Orleans 

16- ~ ay 1841 

Sir, 

The Indians mentioned in my last are off . for Arkansas , 

I h ave in t h i s movement . countermanded in some measure the 

Orders of Gen~ Ar mstead, that they should be permitted . to 

visit the City for several days , in as much as I discovered 

a sett of loafers , from Georgia . looking out for Negroes 

they preten d t o c l aim . fuen in fact they have no more le al 

claim then I have , knowing very wel l that f they \Vere kept 

any longer i n this city , we should have had trouble , th i s be 

ing sunday, I have dispatched them. before they could et out 

any warrants to apprehend them, anu have given strickt orders 

that no man be permitt ed to get on board while on the way 

.up. 

I am Sir with high respect 

T Hartly Crawford Es q 

Commifsr Ind. Affairs 

Washington City D C 

your obt Svt 

J Clark 

Maj . ~ i g:r A'?_;ent 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi r.) Fi le C- 1388 etc . New Orleans . 1841 . 
C-1413.) 

I 
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U S Barracks near New Orleans La . 

May 18 1841 . 

Sir, 

I have the honor. t o r eport that I arrived at this post 

on Thursday the 13 Inst with a party of 206 . Floridia Indians, 

Which I pai d and /entire line torn/ General Armistead and 

herewith transmit to you a copy of the Muster roll , 

I am gratified to be able to report further , that in 

consequence of the favourable cond i tion of the river , and the 

unusual number of steamers now in the city, I have been able 

with the assi stance of Major Clark, to procure transporta

tion for them direct to Fort Gibson for Eight Dollars each - . 

The party embarked on Yesterday in the steamer John 

Jay under the direction of Capt H McKavett, Lt /torn paper; 

looks like Armistead/ & Lt Lugenbeel with every prospect of 

reaching Fort Gibson in Seven or Ei ght days . -

I shall l eave here thi s evening in the Bri g Sarato Ja 

for my post in Florida and trust I shall be able to make a 

favourable r eport to you on my arrival their , 

With mu ch r espect Sir 

I am Your humble Sevt , 

LeGrand G Capers 

To Disbursin Agent 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr)of Indian Affairs 

Connniss ioner of 

Indian Affairs 

Washington ) 

C- 1404 etc . Tampa Bay . 1841 . C- 1415) 
(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr . )File 



Sir 

Tampa Bay • . Florida 

26th of ray 1841 

26 

I have the honor to r eport , the runners that I mentioned 

in my last report from Hel ck Tus - te - nug- gy have since been 

in at Fort King , bringing 115 Sticks , the numb er of people 

He lick has with him, and that all will be at the Warm Sprin s 

twenty miles this side of Fort King on the 30th inst, the 

will dispatch runners to this place f or a s sistance - i f th s 

~r-~ll!.is_e __ !_s_ c_o_~plied ~i_t~ , ne otiation will prosper again . 

Coo-a-coo-che has been in at Fort Pierce since he left here , 

with twenty one arriors , and stated to the Commanding Officer, 

he was com~ing here in a few days 

If Helick come s, we shal l expect Co-a- coo - che - Colonel 

Worth with one hundred men went south to the Car-loo-sa-hat ch 

ee in a sterun boat with the delegation , and other Indians 

that were detained, as guides to get an interview with Sam 

Jones if possible; we have not eard from h im since he left; 

we have but li ttle to hope f or in that Section at present -

Our only hope at this moment rests with Helick - Capt 

Bell is on a scout with One hundred Dragoons and in the 

vicinity of the /arm Springs , tRe I am fearful he will co me 

across these people and scatter them, i f so , it will b e a 

long time before they could be collected - It was well knovm 

these people were col le c ting , to come in, and I r eques ted 

him not to molest them if he came a crofs them 



I shall hope to report favourable on the last day of 

this month 

With respect 

I have the honor , to be 

Your obt Servt . 

John Page 

Capt 4th Infty 

T. Hartly Crawford Esq 

Commifsioner of 

Indian Affairs 

Washington 

D. C 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emir .) File P997 etc . Tampa Bay . 1841 . 
P-1005.) 

.' 
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Of fice of Indian gency . 

Tampa Bay , E Wlor i da 

3d June 1841 . 

Sir. 

I hav e the honor , herewith to transmit t o you my offi c-

ial Accoun t Current , and Abstracts with the Vouchers . 

I f o rwarded t o you from New Orleans a Muster Roll of 

the Indians I s en t west on the 18th ultimo and now forwar d 

to you a l ist of Chiefs - Sub Ohiefs and Warriors , whi ch I 

paid u nde r t he Tr eaty . 

Gener al Armistead l eft here on the lst inst . for Washin -

ton and wil l b e able t o give you a much better and Succinc t 

accoun t of ou r doings here , then , could possibly be brought 

within the bounds of a Letter . 

Our intelli gence from the i nterior are encouraging ; 

Heliok Tus- te - nug- gy has sent i n 1~5 Stic~s denoting that 

number amon g his band , and says he intends to surrender i n 

six or eight days wi th a ll his people - Colone l Worth l eaves 

here tomorrow wi th about 200 Mounted Men , to meet him at the 

place he appoint ed , which is , about 25 mi l e s from For t King , 

at the War m Springs - I shal l a ccompany the Colone l , wi th 

the t wo I ndi ans f r om Arkansa s that are now a t this pos t . 

I f this Chi ef i s sincere now, I hav e but little doubt 

that, t he war will be very soon over - bu t , he has dec eived 

us so of ten , that I f ind v ery f ew dispos ed to place any 

reliance what ever upon his f i de l i t y ; but i t is ver y evident 

to me, taat that Col onel Worth will not be de ceived by h i m; 
- - - -- -- -



hould should he ever again surrender himself , either 

with or without his people , and I hope f or the bes t 

reaults from this expedi tion -

To 

T. Hartly Crawford Es q . 

Commifsioner of 

Indian Affa i rs 

Washington 

D. C 

.) 

Very r espectfully 

Si r , 

I have t he hono r , t o be 

your obt Servt , 

LeGrand G Capers 

Disbursing Agent 

of Indian Affai r s 

404 t Tampa Bay . 1841 . (OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr . ) File C- 1 e c . 
C-1435.) 
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Choctaw Agency 

July 6 ~h 1841 

Sir 

I have the honor to enclose Contract with Robert West 

tor subsisting Seminole Indian t here are now about Four 

bundred subsisting under this Contract , a portion of them 

are on the Deep Fork of the Canadian about forty miles 
I 

trom Fort Gibson, the remainder s cattered through the 

Creek & Cherokee Country They promise to unite at the Deep 

Fork this fall, I will forward very Soon a Muster Roll , and 

make payment so soon as the ifsues now Making are Complete 

T Hartley Crawfo rd Esqr 

Comndtsioner o f Ind Affrs 

Washington C1 ty 

Very Respectfully 

Yr . Mo Obt Serv~ 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt - W, T. 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr . ) File A- 1024- 1035 . Choctaw Agcy . 
J.-1035.) 



Charleston South Carolina Nov 6 . 1841 

Sir 

Herewith I transmit to you a Mu ster roll of the Indians 

who embarked on the 2ofh Oct from the U S Barracks new New 

Orleans La, in the St eamer Lit t le Rock, for their new homes 

I am thus far on my way back to Florida , havin obtained 

Col Worth's consent to r e turn by this City and pass a week 

with my fami ly -

Letters whi ch I found in waiting for me here from the 

Col, give the most gratifying intelli ence of the progrefs 

of our ne gotiations - I shall with all pofsible dispatch 

proceed to jo i n him, leaving here at 7 oclock tomorrow 

My Di s bu r sements r ecent l y Made at New Orleans by direc

tion of Col orth , amounts to about ~~22000 ; A statement of 

which I shall f oMvard to you as soon as I reach my post . 

With gr eat respect Sir 

To 

I have the Honor to be 

Your Humble Servt . 

L G Capers 

D. A. I . A. 

T Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Commifsioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington D. C. 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr .) File C- 1557 et c . Charleston . 1841 · 
C-1157 
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For t Gibson Deer 1st 1841 

Sir 

Accompany i ng I send a muster roll of a party of Florida 

Indians t hat arrived at this Post on the 12th Nov 

We had gr eat difficulty in gettin them over the river _ 

But through the infl uence of Me canopy and other old Settlers , 

theythey a gr eead to move to the Deep Fork - but the day after 

they crossed the river the present co ld spell of weather 

overtook us and they refused to go any farther , and they 

are now in camp opposite the mouth of Grand river - they 

are well a ffe cted and I have no doubt they will move father 

as soon a s the weather moderates 

We s hould like to hear from you soon - and hope you 

will be up soon to see us 

Yours most respectfully 

Geo VI Clarke 

Issuin g Agent &c 

Capt wm Armstrong 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr . ) File A- 1135 et c . Choc taw Agy . 
1841. A-114 1. ) 

(Muster roll r eferred to shows that 200 started from 
Florida, unde r direc tion of Capt . W. Seawell; 197 
arr1 ved west.) 



Sir 

Office of the Indian Agen cy 

Tampa Bay Dec 5~~ 1841 

On my arrival here from a tour of duty , I f ound your 

Several favors of the 30~~ Se pt , ~ Oct 21 , 25~~ & Nov 15~h 

1841. 

The funds from the Treasury are at h and , and passed 

to the Credit of the different heads of Appropriation as 

directed 

I rum happy , to be able to r eport that our Ne otiations 

are Steadily, and Succefsfully pro r essing from every Quar 

ter, And t here is every probability th~t we Shall h ave our 

number considerably Augmented i n a few days , as runners 

have reported their being on the way , .nd Wagons & provi-

sions have been Sent to meet them . 

ith Respect 

I am Sir 

Your obt Servt 

T. Hartley Crawfo rd Esqr 

Com. of Indian Affairs 

Washington City D. C. 

L G Caper s 

D. A. I . A. 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr . ) File . C- 1557 etc . Charl eston . 
C-1590. It may be that the &- sign used i n the first para -
graph was intende d f or of.) 
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Sir 

Office Indi an Agency 

Tampa Bay Feb 4h 1842 

By direction of t he Colonel Commanding I shall leave her e 

this day, with a par t y of Indians for New Orleans , where I 

shall pay them what i s their due under the Treaty , And then 

return with all despat ch t o Head Quarter s . On my arriva l 

at New Orleans you shall hear from me . 

Your favour of January 19th is at hand , directing me 

to deposit t o the C~edit of t he Treasurer of t he United 

States $20lsf§o , whi ch Shall b e done immediately on my 

arrival, And .the Certifi cates forwarded as you direct . 

I am Sir 

Ver y Respectfully 

Yr Obt Servt 

LeGrand G Capers 

Dis Agt Ind Affs 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr. 

Com. Indian Affairs 

Washington City 

D.C. 

(CIA: Seminole ( Emi gr . ) Fi l e C 1340 etc. Tampa Bay . 1842 • 
C-1350.) 



Sir, 

H~ Q! Fort Gibson 

FebY 5:t 1842 

Your communication of this date has just been handed 

to me, 

On the arrival of Coacoochee's party of Seminoles at 

this Post they were landed here, and of course it be came 

necefsary to procure transportat ion to move them Sout h of 

the Arkansas River into theii• own country , they could not 

have got there \Yi thou t it -- I ther efore t ake it the Gov 

erment will not hesitate to pay VThat is ri ght & proper on 

that account -

Mr G. W. Clarke 

u. s. Agent 

Seminoles Present 

I Ma Respectfully 

Your Ob St 

R. /?/ ~. ason 

(cannot read ) 

(OIA: Seminole ( ~mi gr.) File. Ft . Gi b son. 2/6/1842 .) 



Fort Gibs on Feb 6th 1842 

Sir 

Upon the arrival of Co ar coo chee and hts party 

(Seminoles) who wer e landed a t this Post , I was required 

by Col Mason, the Comdg off ic er , to r emove them fr om hence 

to the South side of rkansas wit n the Creek nation , the 

country allotted to them . Col Logan and yourself , both, 

b eing absent and I being the only A ent , connected with the 

Seminoles, at this Pos t, and the i mperious ne cessi t y of the ir 

removal, induced me to assume the r esponsitl lity ~ incurrin 

the expense of t heir removal , althou h I knew at the tit e , 

that there wer e no funds i n your hands for that purpose , 

t rusting , that upon your arrival , you would have funds r e 

mitted to you to defray the expens e . The persons 1ho en

gaged waggons; and owners of the f errie s are becomin anx 

ious to receive their money , Some of whom are impor tunin 

me daily for it. I therefore enclose a 1 st of the accou"1. ts 

made in this r emova l, hopin that you iill h ve the money 

sent out at an early day . I a lso send you a l et ter from 

Col Mason, upon the subj ect 

Capt wm Armstron 

Aotg Supt &c &c 

Ver y Respectfully 

Your Obt vt 

Geo ;·; Clarke 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr .) File . Ft.Gibson. 2/6/1842 . ) 
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New Orleans Feby 1842 

Sir 

Herewith I have the honor to transmit to you a Mus ter 

Roll of the party of Florida Indians which embarked from 

Tampa Bay on the 5th inst for their nevr homes 

By direction of the co! Commanding the army of Florida, 

they will remain here under the charge of Cap~ J. Le Alexan

der sth Infantry for a few weeks - As Soon as I have made the 

neccessary arrangements for their Comfort, I will with all 

despatch return as directed to Head Qrs in Florida - I also 

transmit with this a certificate of deposita for Two Thous-

and and Eighteen Dollars & ten cents made by me in Conformity 

to your instructions of ult 0 to the Credit of wm Selden 

Treasurer of the United States, which amount has been placed 

to the debit of the appropriation made for the removal of 

Such Florida Indians as remained for Emigration 

With Much respect Sir 

I am Yr obt Svt 

L G Capers 

Dis Agt Ind Affs 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Connnissioner of 

Indian Affairs 

Washington - D.C. 

{OIA: Seminole (Emigr.) File C 1340 etc. Tampa Bay . 1842. 
C-1352. Two dates omitted from above do not appear in original) 



Mr L N Clark 

To Jolm McKee Dr 

for 750 ra~ions is sued up to the 19 of 

June 1842 @ 11 cts 

12 days rasions f or 27 persons Mak n g 

304 rasions @ 11 cts 

rasions for 7 persons from t he 19th 

of June to the 1st of A~Ple August 43 

days making 301 rasions ~ 11 cts 

325 rasions furnished at 11 cts 

82 50 

33 44 

33 . 11 

35 75 

~1~ 184,, 80 

(OIA: Seminole ( mi gr .) File . Ft . Gibson. 3/ 21/1842 .) 
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writi n 
My principal obj ect in .you now, i s t o correct an er-

roneous impression that you have formed fr om from a l e tter 

written by me to Mr Ross , the Chero kee Chief . In whi ch I 

stated to him that there was about 4 or 500 Seminole In

dians intruding upon the Cherokee lands . I made the t ate 

ment from a calculation only, whi ch f a lls shor t of the act

ual number by 600, as you will percieve by the t able above. 
have 

I hasten to correct the f irst i mpr ession , be cause ! ~ just 

heard that measures are about to be taken to have them r emoved 

into their O \'ffi country , Col Jtas on has v1ri tten to Gen l Tay

lor upon the Subject , and as I think that the Genl wil l act 

upon consultation 1ith you I deem it my duty to put you in 

possession of all the i nformation that I can , in r efer enc e 

to their actua l numbers , their fe elings and dispo sition to 

move. There are set tled at Alligators towns , vii thin the 

space of 5 or 6 miles , 1097 souls . The portion of \ ild 

Cats party on this Side of the Arks numb er 70- ma_in in 

all 1167 The number of warriors in these Set t lements number 

about 250, or 3UO . They are under t he i mpr ession that the 

Cherokees do not desire their removal , and I believe they 

are determined not to move before t he r eturn of Allig t or 

& Holatoochee . And I do not think that t here are troops 

enough at this Post to awe them into a removal or to enforce 

it. There should be troops enou h at-ta!e-Peet to awe them 
their 

sufficiently to effectAremoval te-eff without s trife - for 

myse lf can t ell when or where 
if t hat is once began, you nor 
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it will cease. And y ou are als o aware that "6 althou _,h the 

great mass of Cherokees , Cree{s and other tribes in th s 

vicinity desire to preserve peace with the Govt; Still there 

are a number of r estless and rec less spirits in all of 

these tribes ever ready to t ake advantage of dis turbances 

to commence t he work of devast at on . 

The amount ( ~p400 that you ins truct ed me to expend for 

farming implements wi ll will not purchas e enough to furnish 

all the towns upon the most e conomical scale , as the n1wb er 

at Alli gators town is 1097 instead of 400 a d f fe r enc e of 

700 souls, it will r equire an incr eased expenditure of at 

least $300. 

In my l a st l etter to you upon this subj ect I su J~e sted 

the policy and almost t he i mper ious nec essity of subsistin 

for 3 or 4 month s; this party th · s party , aft er t he ir r e 

moval ~a to t heir country. I t ake this opportun ity of r e

iterating my suggestion I f ee l more convinced of the neces

sity of it, than I di d when I wrot e you l ast . They will 

leave their pres ent settlements r e luct antly nd only at t he 

point of the bayone t - ( they will l eave t heir pre s ent set

tlements reluctantly and only at the point) t hey will be 

come rendered desper ate at t heir co ercive removal - t hey 

have to suffer much from t he want of provisions, and I have 

no doubt they will eQeemQ commenc e work of plunder. They 

may have no right to subsistenc e , but I suppos e the Govt 

would much rather expend a f ew thousand dollars , than to see 



such a state of things, as must r esult rom t he ir coers ve 

removal without relief. 

Capt wm Armstrong 

Actg Supt &c 

Respectful ly 

Your Obt Svt 

Geo Clarke 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emir.) File. Ft. Gibs on. 3/ 21/1842 . ) 
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Sir, 

Office Disbursing Agt Ind Affairs 

Tampa Bay Flo 

9th April 1842. 

By direction of the Colonel commanding I leave here 

tomorrow for New Orleans, in the Brig Lawrence, with a party 

or Indians for their new homes, on my arrival there, you 

shall hear from me again. 

With great respect 

I have the honor to be 

Sir, Your Humble Serv't 

L G Caper·s 

Dis Agt Ind Affs 

T. Hartley Crawford Esq 

Commifsioner of Indian Affairs 

Dept or War 

Washington City 

D.C. 

(OIA:SEminole ( Emigr.) File C 1694 etc. Tampa Bay . 1842 • 
C-1695.) 



Sir 

New Orl eans La 

April 16h 1842 

Herewith I have the honor to transmit to you an enrole 

ment ot a party of Indians And Negroes brought by me f rom 

Tampa Bay Flo, And turned over to Capt Alexander 6h I nfty 

who will Conduct them t o their western homes . I also En-

close a Cont r act entered into with the Master of the Steam 

Boat "President " f o r t he transportation of a body of In--- ---

diana from this place to Fort Gibson , Arkansas . 

I am Sir 

Very- Respect fully 

Your Obt Servt 

L G Capers 

Dis Agt Ind Affs 

T Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Commissioner of I ndian Affairs 

Washington City 

D.C. 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr.) File C 1694 etc. Trumpa Bay . 1842 . 
C-1'700.) 
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Sir. 

Six t y miles above Li t tle Rock 

on Board Steamer Pr es i dent 

May 18t h 1842 

Fearing l est you may feel some uneas i nes s at the lengt h 

of time that has already elapsed since my departure from N. 

Orleans, an may i n all probability s t ill elaps e before my 

arrival at Fort Gi bson wi th the Indians under my charge , I 

have deemed i t proper to i nform you of the cause of my de

t ent ion . 

I was s t opped here about the first of this month by the 

low water, s i n ce whi ch time , to the present the river has 

continued to f a ll , untill there is scarcely two feet water 

in t he chane l l , & the Boat drawing about 3~ feet When I was 

first s t opped , the oldest res i dent s in this vi cinity , as also 

t he Pilot s, 8 others , longest ac uainted wi th the river told 

me that it was s carc ely possible t hat I wou ld be detained 

more than e i ght or ten days for want of water . to provide 

however f or a c ontin enc y of a l onger delay I immediately 

sent out f or several mi le s around, to as certain , what would 

be t he lowest rate that waggons could be pro cured for , in 

order i f n e cessary t o mov e on i mmedi ately by land , and s oon 

found that there were but few 1ho could furnish teams 8: wag

gens at all and t h os e few , beli eving that the Goverment 

would pay any pri ce de t er mined -t o hol d the irs at a most ex

horbitant p r i c e , so much so , that I f ound u on a close cal 

culation, that I shou l d have to pay as much to take them 

from here to For t Gibson as the Capt . of t he Boat cont r ct ed 



with Major Caper s t o deliver them from N Orleans to the same 

plaoe for, I t hen cal culated the cost of remaining here 

& found that t he r at i on f or the Indians here cost less than 

fou!~e~t~ whe r eas at Fort Gibson Lt Hoskins informs me that 

it costs t hi r teen cents so that the saving to the Depart . in 

the feeding of the Indians is near thirty dollars per day . 

I therefore con c luded it was best to delay even a month , or 

six weeks, r ather than to incurr the additional expense , 

provided t he health of the party did not render it neces-

sary. I have the Indians comfortably encamped on the bank 

of the river where they are healthy , f, as well sat'isfied 

as I presume they would be anywhere , under similar restraint , 

I shall r emain where I rum so l ong as there is a prospect of 

a rise, unles s c ircumstances should render it necessary 

for me to change my present determination , in v1hich case 

rest assured Sir that the strictest economy consistent with 

the comfort of the In ians shall be adopted . 

Believing that I have consult ed the best interests of 

the service in the course I have pursued , and hoping that 

it may meet your approbation 

I hav e the honor to be Sir 

Your Most Obdt Sert 

To Honble 

T Hartley Crawford 

Commr. of Indi an Af fairs 

Washington City. 

T. L. Alexander 

Capt . 6th Inft . 

Comg Em party . 

Seminole ( Emi gr.) Fi l e A 12' 8 et c. 1842 . (OIA: Little Rook, ) 
A-1238 . A-1~69 is a lmos t duplicate of above . 



Office Indian Affairs 

Cedar Keys Flo . June 26 ~~ 1842 

Sir 

Your Communi cation of the sth inst in reply to a requi 

sition, I made by direction of the Colonel Commanding, for 

funds under the head of "Removal And Subsistence of Indians" 

And defraying the expences of a dele gation of Indians West 

of the Mississippi t o Florida , is at hand , And should have 

been replied to earlier , but for my Absence on official du

ties, The Bal anc e of the Appropriation $5286 for the Ex

pences of the De l egation from Arkansas to Florida , has been 

received, And the transfer from the fund for Negotiating 

that I have on hand , has been made in Conf ormity with your 

instructions. 

As far a s I am informed of our present wants , the funds 

I now have on hand will be Sufficient , but should the Govern

ment desire after the war is over , Still to negotiate with 

the rema ining I ndians in Florida , then all the Appropriation 

made f or t hat purpos e will be required, And I feel Confident 

this course will u lt i mately be pursued by the Government . A 

large portion of the Indian Warrior s now out , have grown up 

Since hos tiliti e s have commenced , And they have been taught 

nothing but a r evengeful Spi rit towards the Whites ,, added 

to this fact, thousands in this Territory are desirous of a 

Continuation of hostili t i es , And from whom the Indians have 

nothing to expect, except t o be butchered , whenever it can 

be done, without r et a liation, this will keep the Indian ' s 
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estranged And for years to come, there will be nothing but 

a clrumour for Volunteers to Suppress Indian depredatiohs. 

I have never been more Satisfted of a fact , than that all 

the Indians in Florida, should be removed West, And I rum 

equally Sure, it can best be done , by Negotiation under a 

Treaty of Peace, few as t here are remaining, time has clearly 

proven to us that they can annoy and keep the whole Country 

Constantly under a State of excitement, And to ho )e to Cap

ture them, would be as a lame man hoping to catch a deer 

that had been Shot at, And Missed. 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Com. Indian Affairs 

Washington City 

D. C. 

I am Sir , 

Very Respectfully 

Yr Mo Obt Servt 

L G Capers. 

Dis Agt Ind Affs -

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr.) C 1754 etc . Cedar Keys . 1842 • 
C-1754.) 
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Sir, 

Office of Indian Affrs. Flo Army /?/ 

Cedar Keys July 15~g 1842 

By Direction of the Col Commanding I shall leave here 

this morning for New Orle·ans with a party of Indians bound 

to their new homes west of the Miss1pp1 

On my arrival at New Orleans You shall hear from me 

again, 

With Much Respect Sir. 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt Sevt. 

T Hartley Crawford Esqr . 

Commissioner of Indian Affs. 

Department of War. 

Washington City 

D.C. 

L, G, Capers 

Dis Agt Ind Affs 

(OIA: Seminole (Emigr.) File C 1754 etc. Cedar Keys. 
1842. C-1762.) 
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New Orleans La July 21~t 1842 

Sir 

Herewith I l1ave the honor to enclose t o you , a Muster 

Roll of Indians, this day turned over by me , to Li eut E . R. 

s. Canby, 2~ Infantry , for emigration West of the Mis s iss i ppi 

River. 

I also enclose a Cont r act made with the Master of the 

Steam Boat Swan f or their transportation from New Orleans t o 

Arkansas. 

I am Sir 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr . 

Com. Indian Affai rs 

Washington City 

D.C. 

Very Respectfully 

Yr Obt Servt 

L G Capers 

Dis Agt Ind Affs 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr •. ) File C 1754 etc . Cedar Keys . 
1842. C-1767.) 



New Orleans La, 

U S Barracks July 24 1842 

Sir, 

I have just embarked the Indians for their new homes, 

under the direction of Lt Camby 2~~ Infty & A's Surgeon Baily 

u.s.A. and regret t o state that the Gondition of the Ark-

ansas River is such at present as to render the time of their 

Arrival at Fort Gibson very doubtful I have however suc

ceeded in making a contract t o deliver them at the point 

or their destination for the sum specified in the contract 

(previously enclosed to you} free of demurrage or extra 

charge for delay - I leave here tomorrow as instructed 

by the Col Comng for My post in Florida , 

With much respect Sir 

T Hartley Crawford Esqr . 

Comr of Indian Affs. 

Department of War 

Washington City 

D. C. 

I have the honor to be 

Your Obt Servt. 

L G Capers 

Dis Agt Ind Affs 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr .) File C 1754 etc. Cedar Keys. 1842. 
0-1768.) 
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Fort Gibson 1st Augst 1842 

Sir 

Accompanyin g is an account that Mr McKee presented 

against Col Clarke 

The whole affair presents a spe cimen of an attempt at 

apeculation - a similar one to whi ch I have never seen , or 

heard of b eing , attempted in this country before by an 

Agent. The 1st item is for provis 'ons furnished the In-

diana on their route - the beef co1n (they r ece ived no 

salt) cost !1Ji38 . 7 5 - which he should have purchased and 

issued on a ccount of the Govt and taken receipts for , and 

it would hav e cost the Govt only ~38 . 75 whereas he wishes 

to pocke t ~43 . 75 and make the Govt ~o se ~82 . 50 

The 2d item I know noth1n about , he says that he made 

this issue ut t he Deep Fork upon his arrival there with 

this party - he may probably b e able to prove up this i t em -

but the contr ac t or s had provisions at the Depo t - he should 

have made t he i ssu e out of his provisions - but this course 

would not suit h i m - he could not profit by it . He buys 

the ration s and pays ~26 . 16 f or them an d ' ishe s to male 

the contractor pay ~33 . 44 mak n a clear ain t o hi mself 

of $7. 28 

The 3d i tem is f or a family that arrived bet ween tho 

issues - he made this i ssue within 2 miles of my hou e -

me - but he makes the i ssu e at one of 
he would not s en d f or 

the Contractors depot s - he pu chases the provisions at 
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:jpl3 . 28 and wis hes to make the contr ac tor pay · ·;)33 . 11 hi s 

profit to be ~19 . 83 

The 4th and 1 st item_i s for an i ssue that he made to 

a party of Indi ans that he found on Deep Fork , who had not 

reported to me , no l"'' who I knew any t h i n _, about , he invit es 

them down , 27 miles p st the depot , aaa-se~R into the Cher

okee nation , clo se to my house , never l ets me know any 

thing about them - makes t he i ssue h i nse l f pl a sA ent and 

Contr a ctor - buyin the rations at 18 . 25 and char n 

~35 . 75 making a clear profit of ~17 . 50 . 

His profits on all t hese it ems amoun t to >BB. 36 com

ing out of the Govt & contractor . 

In estimat ing vrhat t he s e provisions cost h i m I have 

put t he beef at 4 cts and the corn a t 50 cts - & s alt at 

$1 . 50 per bush a ll of whi ch ar e at the highest notch - beef 

is Selling in vari ou s parts of t he nation , at 2 cts & 22 -

At the above rates of estimate t he r ations cost hi m ~9 6 . 44 -

whi ch is a ll h e can expect unl es s he thinks that the Dept vlill 

allow its Agents to speculate in de spite of the l aw -

Mr Olarke threatens to make an exposure of the whole 

matter - either to t he Dept or to the Public . This is a 

matter that will effe c t Mr MCKees r eputat ion as a publi c 

officer the matt er is a r eat deal t al ked about up her e -

his character is in his own keepin and i f his thirst afte r 

speculation i s so gr eat that he vdll loos e si h t of his ovm 

reputation l et hi m roll on - He says he is not oin~ to work 
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in this coubtry f or nothing and that he has polit ical friends 

at Washin ton who will sustain hi m - but I hardly think t ey 

will sustain his course when they know of it - they will 

rather be ashamed of h i m -

Capt wm Armstron 

Respectfully 

Your Obt St 

Ge e W Clar ke 

Issuin Agt 

Flori da Indi ans 

(OIA: Seminole ( ' 1 r.) File. Ft . Gibson . 3/21/18 42 . ) 
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Mouth Grand River 

Augt 9th 1842 

Sir 

I Recei pted f or Si xty Ei ght tents which I found in the 

Pofsefsion of t he Late Party of Seminolese the tents ar e 

unfit for use and I think the Return of L T Hos kins will 

Show it the ar e s t i ll in the Pofsefsion of the Indians 

the are unwillin g to give them up you will Please advise 

me in Relat ion to this matte r as I do not Like to be 

Responsible 

Hon T Hartly Crawford 

Washington Ci ty 

D C 

Re spe ct fully 

yr obt Servt 

John CKe e 

Seminole Sub Agt 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr. ) File A-1229 etc. Choctaw Agency. 
1842. A-1290.) 



Mouth Grand River 

Augt 9th 1842 

Sir 

on the ar rival of the Late Seminole Emmi grant s I 

found it imposib l e to take a muster Roll of them in con-

sequence of one of the Leading chiefsaf the Party being 

disatisfyed t hough I f i nd the number to be still 303 

two of the delligation quit the Party one died and one 

born three that was Left at Batten Ruch came in which 

makes the 303 

Hon T H Crawford 

Washington Ci ty 

D C 

Respectfully 

yr obt Servt 

John McKee 

seminole Sub Agt 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr. ) File A- 1229 et c. Choctaw Agency . 
1842. A-1290.) 



Choctaw Agency 

Au p.;ust 14 . 1842 

Sir 

I receive d the t wo enc los ed communi cations from John 

M°Kee Seminole Sub Agent , which I enclose you, The party 

of Seminoles refered to were emigrated by Li eut Hoskins 

of the 4th They we r e detained some time in the river , and 

finally got up as far as Vebbers falls when they were taken 

by land to the Creek nati on, Lieut . Hoskins ought not t o 

have asked Mr MCKee t o r eceipt for the tents , he was enable 

to get them hi mself . MCKee was ignorant of the responsibil

ity he incurred and the r efore gave the re ceipts . The Indians 

will not give up the tent s wi l lin ,l y 

T. Hartley Crawford Esqr 

Comm~ Indian Affairs 

Washington City 

Very Respectfully 

Your Mo Obt Sevt. 

wm Armstrong 

Act Supt W, T , 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr . ) File A-1229 et c . Choctaw Agency . 
1842. A-1290 . ) 
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'lorida Indi.ana this day turned over to Mt T •• :Mf.Kee 

E •• R •• s. Canby 2nd I n :fantry; in charge o:f Emigrating Party 

Number and age of Indians Remarks 

IJales Females --

I..Q 0 I..Q 0 
N I..Q N I..Q 

F-4 F-4 F-4 ~ 
Q) Q) (l) (!) 

<;j 'd 'd '0 
§ § § § 

0 0 0 1 
r-1 ~ oU 0 r-1 <><3 oO 0 ~ I..Q I..Q 
~ 0 I..Q ~ 0 I..Q r-1 
Q) r-1 C\l s-. Q) r-1 C\l s-. c;S 
'0 ~ '0 

~ +> s c..; G-1 § G-1 c..; 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Hola.tl e- chee 1 1 of t he de l egati on 

Hotulke Emattl e 1 1 II II II 

Chilo he t ustenugge 1 1 " II II 

Cotsa. Tustenugge 1 1 11 It II 

E cho Ehola 1 ., II n II 

Holatta Fi xi co 1 l If " II 

Tolof chopco 1 1 1 1 4 Euchee 

Cocher J:i co 1 1 2 

Senner /?/ Paka 1 1 

I n E ah hago 1 1 Cr i ppl ed 

0 che hago xl 2 1 1 1 6 x Since dead 

- Owas Tustenugt;e 1 
rv 

1 CD 
~-



Males Females -

lO 0 lO 0 
C\l Ll') C\l lO 

,.. ,.. ,.. ,.. 
(]) (]) CD (]) 

't:l 't:l 't:l '"C s s § s Remarks 0 0 01 
r-f ~ ~ 0 r-f .-::J o(3 0 ~ 

1..0 1..0 ,.. 0 1..0 J.t 0 1..0 rl 
(]) r-f C'IJ H Q) r-f C\l H .$ rd 

~ 't:l ~ ~ ~ § ~ ~ 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 E-t 

John Tiger Tail 1 1 

Joe 1 1 

Tusteenug cooche 1 1 1 1 4 

Echo hadgo 1 1 

Chiola hadgo 1 ., 
.l 

Rospa tarka 1 1 'Vlounded 

Ochee hadgo 1 1 

Halleck tustenugge 2 1 2 1 6 

Em ha. mico 1 1 1 

Elnathlee cher 1 1 

Hoke Sue Tust enugge 1 1 1 1 4 
one Di ed Since the arrival I 

Pa s Sao Tustenugge 1 1 2 2 1 7 ttnder 10 years of age 

1ethler- ah 1 1 

l\.:) 
r.p 

-~ 



Males Females -

ll) 0 ll) 0 
N ll) N ll) 

k k k k 
Q) Q) Q) Q) 

'"d '0 '"d '"d 

§ § § § Remarks 
0 0 01 
r-i ..(! ..(! 0 r-i <>0 c8 0 z 

LQ LQ 
k 0 l() k 0 l() r-i 
(1) r-i N $.4 (1) r-i C\l $.4 "' '0 ~ '"d ~ 

.p 

§ Co-l G.; § G-! Co-l 0 
0 0 0 0 0 0 8 

Ske o l ath Tus-
tenug~e 1 1 l 3 

Ah ha. mieo ehee 1 1 2 

olof fi:d eo 1 1 1 

~~oke Sue Emath1e 2 1 1 4 

Noke Sue ha.dgo 1 1 l ._, 

eho emat hl e-chee 1 1 1 

Ho1lerta. hadgo 1 1 2 

Fus yer ha lo 1 1 

Oet i a r cher emat hle 1 2 1 4 "f."ounded 

Foly-,·ry- her 1 1 

·~ ha. ha.dgo 1 1 

.. a:thl e hadgo l 1 1 1 4 

Coser Ta.dgo 1 1 N 
c.t:J 
c;N ~ : 



Males Females -

lQ 0 lQ 0 
N L.Q C\l L.Q 

J.t J.t J.t J.t 
G) (I) Cl) Cl) 

'0 "0 '0 '0 
Remarks § § § § 

0 0 01 
r-1 ~ ~ 0 r-1 ~ ~ 0 i2i 

L.Q L.Q 

J.t 0 LQ J.t 0 LQ r-1 
(I) r-1 C\l s-. (I) r-1 C\l s-. d 
'0 ~ '0 ~ +' 
§ <+-! <+-! § <+-! <+-! 0 

0 0 0 0 0 0 l4 

Ah halleck 
emathle 1 1 1 3 

John Cochia 1 1 Coloured negro 

Jam 1 1 Negro has been t o the west before and 

Isuac 1 2 1 1 1 1 7 Returned to Florida 

Chmda 1 1 II 

Rebecca 1 1 11 

Cyrus 1 1 11 

El s i e 1 1 2 Purcp~sed by Halleck Tustenugge Ln the Route 
2 14 32 1 14 16 11 

I certify that the above i s a correct Rol l of the Flori da Indians this day tu~~ed Over t o John 

M'?Kee Seminole Sub agent by --

the Number t o ·be Subsisted by the Government is 94 I certi~r that this is a correct Roll of the 

N 
tQ 
~: 



Indians & Negroes turned over to me by Lt E R S Canby on the 6th of Septer 1842 

John UCJcee 

Seminole Sub Agt 

{OI A: Seminole {Emigr.) File M 1533. Ft . Gi b s on . 1842 .) 

f\:1 
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Fort Gibson Sept 1oth 1842 

Sir 

Upon my arrival at thi s place , Alligator and a large 

number of Seminoles were waiting to see me on my return 

from your Superint endency. conc erning their agricultural 

implements, rifles &c 

They wished to know if they were not to recieve more 

axes & hoes, and when they were to recieve the rifles t hat 

Genl Jessup promised them in Florida . I declined having 

a talk with them , as I could not give them the information , 

and which their Agent mi ght be able to do , and advised them 

to visit him and hear what ~Bey he had to Say upon the sub

ject. 

And I would not have assumed the task of talking with 
not 

them or writing to you upon the Subject , had they~ declined 

going to See their Agent , giving as their reason for ae not 

going , that he never would give any Satisfaction to them . 

Alli gator States that before he and his party emi r ated 

Genl Jessup told them to throw away their old riJl~s , Ket

!_l:_~s , _too_ls &c and that the Govt would give them new ones 

upon their arrival West , hich the Govt has failed to do , 

he now requests you to tell him i f they are oin to re-

cieve these art i cles , and when they may expe ct them 

Alligator gave in the number of warri ors in his band 

that were entitled t o rifles under the promise of Genl 

Jessup 
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Alligator 104 

Pas co pha 23 

Besides a number under other Sub Qhiefs who we r e no t r epre

sented of this occasion, Say 100 

I wish i f you can gi ve me any i n f ormati on upon thi s 

Subject, that y ou wi ll do so by r eturn mail , as they will 

visit me a gain soon hear your answer -

Every party that have arrived withi n the l as t Ei ht een 

months have reci ev ed rifles , and Alli ator his warriors 

have been witnes se s t o the issu e s - and f eel indi gnant that 
they 
~do not recieve t h em also -

Please writ e me s omethin g next mail 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Sevt 

Geo W Clar ke 

Capt wm Armstrong 

Actg Supt 8 c &c 

(OIA: Seminole ( · mi gr. ) Fi le . Ft . Gibs on, 3/21/ 1842 . ) 
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Capt William Armstrong 

Sir 

U. s. Seminole Bl acksmith Shop 

Sept 15th 1842 

On o r about the 20th June l ast , I had a conversation 

with Mr McKee Seminole Sub Agent , when he told me that he 

could h i re a blacksmith in Louisville who would come out 

here & work , f or twelve dollars per month and board found 

h i m, and that he had wri tten to two men at that pl ace , but 

he di d not know i f e i ther would come , which if one did 

come - he would make the difference some ·'!1>300 or 400 to 

h i mself - He then proposed to employ me upon the Same terms 
or an Indian 

and t o ld me that he would employ a negro~man as his U. s . 

Interpreter , and make him strike in the Shop - thereby eve 

to h i mself the Strikers wages - I de c lined, on the ground 
myself 

that I wanted the full wages and would board B~meelf - He 

t old t 8 me that he could not permit it , as he intended to 

Keep a boarding hou s e and the blacksmith Striker , Inter 

p r e t er and Schoolmaster a l l would hav e to board wi th him -

He told me at the same t i me that he int ended to o to 

Kentucky and employ a teacher fo r $300 or p400 and board, 

and he could Save to h i mself the diffe rence in the teacher's 

Salar y -

It appears that Mr McKe e int ends to make money off 

eve r y person employed by the Govt in his Agency - I inform 

you of this fact to see if you have not the Same right to 
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make money off of him that he has to make it off of us . 

I cannot s ee why he will not let us have the wages 

allowed us b y l aw , I suppose he expe cts all that is a l-

lowed him 

He offered to turn Mr Markham the present Smith, 
any time 

out~and put me in his place , i f I would ac cept his offer 

Respectfully 

Your Obt Svt 

Charles A Bailey 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr . ) File . Ft . Gibson . 3/21/1842 . ) 



Fort Smith Arkansas 

September 16th. 1842 

To the Comr of Indian Affairs : 

Sir: 

I have t he honor to r eport, that the party of emi

grating Ind ians placed under my charge by the orders of the 

Colo: Comdg . in Flord was turned over to the Agent at the 

Creek Council Ground on the 6th. Inst . 

The Indians of the party were general ly in the enjoy

ment of goo d health and well satisfied with their condition 

and pros pects. Halleck Tustenuggee has established his 

party in the vicinity of the Mickasukee set tlement s on the De e 

Fork o f the Canadian river The remainder of the party have 

also expressed a determination to s ettle with.in the 1 mits 

assigned them by the Gove rnment . 

The party suffered much from sicknefs on the route; 

but one death occurred , that of an infant after the arrival 

of the party at the Counc.il Ground 

The disbursements made by me have been as f ollows 

On account of Transportation $1902 . 

II II Subsistence 416 . 

II II Contingencies M2 

Tota l $2690 . 

di t 1 from this place to rejoin my ComI proceed imme a e y 

pany at Ft Niagara N. Y. and wi l l render my Returns as soon 

as practicable after my arrival there . 
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I have to request that a set of the Blank forms used 

in your Department may be sent to me at that place 

Very resp ectfu lly , Sir, 

The Com! of Ind. Affairs 

Washington 

D. C. 

Your Obdt . Servt 

Ed: R. S. Canby 

2nd Lt 2nd Infy in 

Charge of Emg. party 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emigr.) Fi le C- 1802 -1846 . 
1842. C-1802 .) 

Ft . Smith. 
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Fort Gibson Sept 24th 1842 

Sir 

Accompanying I send you Chas A Bailey 's Statement of 

Mr McKee's offer to him respecting the seminole blacksmith 

Shop - Thi s statement developes a plan of speculation never 

attempted out here before . 

I hope your eyes are open, to the r easons why Mr McKee 

wishes to get rid of me . 

Bailey is a young man of integrity well known in Fort 

Smith & vicini ty wkese-ata who can get his statement en

dorsed by respectable persons if necessary - he is willin 

to appear before the Creek Agent and Swear to the truthof 

it. And further Mr Irwin who is well known here is will-

ing also to swear t hat Bailey made this statement (verbally) 

to him Some six or s even wee ks ago. 

I think it is but an act of justice to all of us em

ployed in this Agency t hat this matt er b e laid before the 

Dept -

I will here mention t hat at thi s t i me when you are ad-

vertising f or proposals to furnish rations to t he Semino l es , 

Mr McKee has called a council on the Deep Fork and t old t he 

Indians and negr oes that they must not t ake less than fifty 

cents p er bushel for their corn - when they were prepared 

by the superabundance of their cro ps and t he little demand 

for their corn to take tw~nty Zi~e consequently from this 

.. 
0u 2 ·~ 



unusual interferance the contract cannot be taken as low 

as it would have been taken -

Capt wm Armstrong 

Actg Supt &c &c 

Res pectfully 

Your Obdt svt 

Geo W Clarke 

(OIA: Seminole ( Emi gr.) File. Ft . Gibson. 3/21/1842 . ) 
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Fort Gibson 

Octer 5th 1842 

Sir 

Enclosed ·you wil l find my monthly Return also the Roll 

of the Indians turned over to me by Lt Canby all of whi ch 

should have been Sent in due time had it not been for Sick-

nets which I trust will be a Sufficient appology. 

Refpectfully 

yu obt Servt 

John McKee 

Seminole Sub Agt 

Hon T Hartly Crawford 

Commifsioner of Indian affairs 

Washington City 

D C 

(OIA: Seminole (Emigr.) File M 1533 . Ft. Gibson. 1842.) 



Fort Myer s , Fl a , Feb l ot h 1858 , 

Sir 

I arriv ed at thi s p l a ce t hi s Af t er no on havin been de 

tained two d ays at Tampa waiting f or transportation , Upon 

reaching here I f i nd that Col Rutherford (Seminole Agent) 

left this p l ac e , f our days ago , wi th the whole Creek and 

Seminole dele gation s , f o r Camp Rogers , which is t he nearest 

military encampment , t o the Bi g Cypr ess , where t he ho st ile 

Indians have been l a st seen , I shall proceed from he r e t o 

Camp Rogers on tomorr ow, and upon arr i ving ther e Shall i m

mediately sent out par t i e s of friendl y I ndi ans , i f the t ro ops 

have all b een wi thdr awn fr om the Cypr ess , so that t he de l e 

gation can operate unmolested . An order f or tho wi thdr awa l 

of the trpop s h a s b een i ssu ed by Col Loomis some days s ince , 

and they er a probab l y by this time in uarters , The prospe ct 

for ne gotiating is be l eived t o be favourab l e , at this time , 

by those he r e , bu t I am not prepar ed to give an opinion up

on the subj ect, until I am better i nformed , I wil l keep 

you regularly advi s ed , fr om t i me to t i me , of ever y i mport 

ant matter conne cted with my mi ssion here . Col Ruther f ord 

has taken wi th him a Ni e ce of Billy Bowl e s who was a. 

prisoner at Eymon t Key , a s a Guide ,- She says that Bowl e s 

is disposed t o Negotiate , which Stat ement is conf irmed by 

the last pris oner taken, who is an Indi an of Bowl egs Band , 

and now in the hospit a l at this pl ace , havin been sho t i n 

the leg in being captur ed , -- I l ear n f rom C pt Kilburn , Com-

that he has a conside rable balance 
missary at Fort Br ooke , 



of funds in his hands, belonging to the Indian department , 

and expects to turn them over to me , with the Indian 

prisoners in his charge , i f so instructed , - I would sug

gest that inst ructions be sent him to that effect . -

Very Respectfully 

Your Obt Servant 

E. Rector 

Supt Ind Affs . 

Charles E , Mix, -

Acting Cornmdssioner In ian Affairs 

Washin ton Cit y D, C, 

p, s, My Address , until further advise , wil l be , to Care 

of F , N, Page , Asst Adjt Gen! Tampa , Fla . 

(OIA: seminole R-481 . Eli as Re ctor , Ft . Myers , Fla . 1858) 

,. r 6· 
L~ I} ) . 


	Cover
	Information Page
	Seminole
	Roll of Florida Indians to Emigrate

