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A C T S &:. R E S 0 L U T I 0 N S, 

ENACTED AND EASSED AT THE EXTRA SESSION OF TEE NATIONAL COUNCIL, 
15th October, 1872. 

AN ACT 

AUTHORIZIN~ THE APPOINTMN~T OF A DELEGATION : 

WHEREAS , It is deemed expedient that a Delegation shall 

be appointed to represent the Cherokee Nation before the Govern

ment of the United States. 

Therefore, 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL , That there be ap

pointed in the manner prescribe~by the VI Article, s ection 3, 
., 

of the constitution of~e Cherokee Nation a Delegation of three 

person~, who shall be, and are hereby authorized to proceed to 

Washington City for the purpose of representing the Cherokee 

Nation before the Government of the United states, in relation 

to such subjects and with such powers and authority as may be 

hereafter conferred upon them by the National Council. 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED , That the persons composing said 

Delegation, shall be allowed besides their necessary expenses, 

the sum of two hundred dollars each for traveling expenses , and 

ten doilars per day, for services while necessarily absent from 

home upon said business. 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That in order to meet the expend-

iture authorized by the foregoing section of this act , that the 

sum of five thousand, seven hundred dollars ($5,700,00) be and the 

same is hereby appropriated out of any money in the National Trea-

sury belonging to the general fund, not otherwise appro];l" iated. 

j 
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And the Principal Chief is hereby author ize d ~o draw warrants 

on the National Treasurer in favor of such Delegation for the 

same. 

TAHLEQUAH, C. N., October 21, 18? 2 . 

Approved. LEWIS DOWNING , 
Principal Chief . 

JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE NAT IONAL COUNCIL, INVITI NG THE CREEK , 

SEMmOLE, CHICKASAW , AND CHOCTAW NATIONS TO CO- OPERATE \71TH WE 

CHEROKEE NATION, IN OPPOSI NG .ALL TERRITORI AL MEASURES , THAT ARE 

PENDING BEFORE CONGRESS AND THAT MAY BE PRO JECTED . 

WHEREAS, The National Council, ha~e deemed it expedient that the 

Cherokee Nation send a Delegation to t he Go vernment at Washington , 

D. c., at the next ensuing session of Congre s s , for the purpose , 

among other things, of operating bef ore t he Government against 

all Territorial projects or measures, tha t may be attempted for the 

Indian country in Congress. 

Therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL, fhat the Princ ipal Ch i efs 
L 

of the Creek, Seminole, Ohickasaw, and Choctaw Na t i ons , and of 

the other Indian tribes, inhabiting the Indian country , be , and 

they are hereby invited and requested co-operate with t he Chero 

kee Nation, and its Delegation in their efforts in opposing the 

Territorial measures aforesaid; and they (the said ch ie f s ) are 

hereby respectfully requested to send a Delegation to ashi ng t on 

from their respective Nations, with instructions to oppose all 

such Territorial measures. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the Principal Chief be and 
' ' 
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is hereby requested to transmit copies of these re so l utions to 

each of the Chiefs of the creeks , Seminole , Chickas aw, and Choc

taw Nations and other tribes of the Indian Terr i tor y , and to open 

corr espondence with them for the purpose named and t o urge upon 

them, co-operation w.dth the Cherokees in opposi ng said Terr itorial 

measures. 

TAHLEQUAa , C. N., October 25 , ~872 . 

Approved . LEW IS no ·miNG, 
Pr i ncip al Chief . 

AN ACT MAKING AN APPROPRIAT ION FOR THE SERVICES OF MEMBERS OF THE 

NATIONAL COUNCIL , EXTRA SESSION 1822. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL , That the sum of 

five thousand , one hundr-ed and seventy fi ve dollars and ninety 

cents , be and the wame is hereby appropri ated out of the General 

fund, not otherwise appropriated for the use and benefit of the 

following named persons , according to the amount set oppos i te each 

persons name , to*wit : 

- ---- -- --- -- - ----------------- ---
No. Hames . No . days . Per diem. Am' t . - --- - - -- -- - --- - - - -- - ----------- -
1--w. P. Adai r, servi ces , •• 2o •••••••••••••• $4 •••••••• ..• $80 / 00 

2--s . H. Benge , "and Int p't . 20 ••••••••••••• 8 •••• . .• • ••• 160/00 

3--Rabbi t Bunch , • ••••••••• 20 ••••••••••••• " •••· · ·· · ··· 80/00 

4--Rope Campbell " ••••••••• 20 •••••••••••••• " ••••••••• · • 80/00 

5--John Chambers, " ••••••••• 22 ••••••••••••• . " ••••••···•· 89/00 
. \ 

6--Levi Tone y, • ••••••••• 22 ••••••••••••• " ··········· 88/00 

7--Ri ch' d Fi e l ds , " •••••••• 21 ••• •••••••••• " •••••••••·• f84/00 
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No. Names 
s--iohooster-; 

___ N£.. Days ___ E_e!:_ ~ 1 em.!. _ _ _ Am ' t .!... 
" ••••••• 20 •••••••••.••••• $S' ••••••.•• 'So7oU 

9--Geo. Keith, ••••• 88/00 " ••••••• 22 ••••••••••••••• " • • • • 
10-John Landrum, " ••••••• 22 ••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 88/00 

11-Allen Ross, ••••• 88/00 ft ••••••• 20 ••••••••••••••• " • • • • 

12-Thomas Ross, ••••• 88/00 " ••••••• 22 ••••••••••••••• " • • • • 
13- • P. Ross, " ••••••• 20 ••••••••.•••••• " •••••••.• 80/ 00 

14-John Shell, " ••••••• 14 ••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 56/00 

15-Tail Sixkiller " ••••••• 14 ••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 56/00 

16-Jesse Thompson " ••••••• 24 ••••••••••••••• " ········· 96/00 

1~-Chas. Thompson " ••••••• 22 ••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 88/00 

18- 1111am ilson " ••••••• 24 ••••••••••••••• 4 ••••••••• 96/00 

19-G. w. Uohnson Cl'k Sen ••• 2a ••••••••••••••• " .•••••••• 88/00 

20-Jno. Tehee, Messenger, ••• 20 ••••••••••••••• 2 ••••••••• 40/00 

21-N. Chamberlin Ass't Intp't . 
20 ••••••••••••••• 4 ..•.•••.• 80/ 00 

22-C.M.M'Clelland, Stationery furnished ••••••••••••••••• 3/20 

23-John R. Duval, services •• 22 days • • • • • • • • • 4 ••••••••• 88/00 

24-Crawler Hicks, "••••••••20 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 80/00 

25-Rob't Crawford, "••••••••22 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 88/ 0 

26- allace Vann, " •••••••• 20 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 80/00 

27-0sey Hair, " •••••••• 20 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 80 / 00 

28-French, "••••••••20 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 80/ 00 

29-Vm. Hendricks "••••••••20 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 80/00 

30-Rufus Ross, " •••••••• 20 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 80/00 

31-Nathaniel Fish, "••••••••20 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 80/00 

32-Chee-chee, " •••••••• 22 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 88/00 

33-Thomas Petitt, "••••••••22 •••••••••••••••• " ••••••••• 88/00 

34-Rich'd Benge, " •••••••22e•••••••••••••••"o••••••••88/00 
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No..!. "t:' !fames. _______ _No._Day.! __ E_e!:_ ~iem..!. ____ rr.Am
7
't ._ 

35-Cnicken Cristy, Services, •• 20 ••••••••••• ~4 •••••••••••• o0 00 

36-0o-squah-loo-gah " •••••• 20 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 80/00 

37-Poor Bear, n '>Q n oo;oo . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 
38-Corn Silk, " ••••••• 22 •••••••••• " • • • • • ••••••••• 88/ 0 

39-Soldier Sixkiller, " ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 88/00 

40-Ne-t ak-a-ka, "· ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• n ••••••••••••• 88/00 

41-·:valter lt.,eeling, " ••••••• 20 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 80/00 

42-Daniel Hyder, " ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 88/00 

43-Moses Ridge, "•••••·•22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 88/00 

44-Joe ~uttee-iah 

45- m. A. Daniel, 

46-Lacey Hawkins, 

47-Chu-he-sut-tah, 

48-Coffee Blackbird, 

49-John Brown, 

50-H. T. Landrum, 

51-John Fallen, 

52-Writer, 

53-Franklin Gritts, 

54-Edward Moore, 

55-J. c. McCoy, 

" ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 88/00 

" ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 88/00 

" ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• ~ •.•••••••••.• 88/00 

" ••••••• 20 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 80/00 

" ••••••• 20 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 80/00 

"·······24 .•.••••••••. " •.••..••••... 96/06 

" ••••••• 24 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 96/00 

" ••••••• 24 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 96/00 

" ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• e8/oo 

" ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 88/00 

" ••••••• 22 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 88/00 

" ••••• 24 •••••••••••• " ••••••••••••• 96/00 



Female Seminary 

March 23rd 18?3 

Miss Bannie Garrison 

Friend Nannie 

I suppose you are not comeing back up here to school this ses

sion, are you not? I am staying here again and am learning 

awful fast this term,for just two stay in a room this term and 

I can study a great deal better. Oh l Nannie dont you think 

Mr. Foreman and Ruth. is married one month to day , and when you 

sent that kiss to her I just give it to Mr . Foreman and told 

him to give it to her, and dont you think that poor orcester 

is gone to Louisville, Kentucky, to go to school , and is going 

to be gone two years, but we had a splendid time before he left . 

He and I went to town (torn) back and we awful slow too, you 

(torn} it •as dark most when we got home , (torn) had a splendid 

time. And Ruth and Worcester and I all went and set up with 

Fannie Gibson before she died, and Sisie Nave and susie were 
" there too, and Sam too, and all of them went to sleep but Sam 

and Sisie and vJorcester and I and Sue but she was reading all 

the time and us five sit up all night. Ohl we just had a splen

did time. vVorcester and I just had a splendid long talk of the 

past present and future, and we fixed every thing up you know 

before he went off. Okl yes, Nannie there is a new family 

moved up here~ They are living at Mrs. Naves place. They 

came from Alibama, and Sam is just flying around with one of 

the girls and she is awful pretty too, and smart, they are old 

acquaintances of Mr . Mcspaddens , and sam has sent me several 
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bouguets such nice ones too, and is always lending me some new 

book. Mrs . Thompson is boarding the schollars and ~ft a. Sblin is 

teaching. Sam is staying with Mr . Thompson and he takes the 

Miss Nicke--(torn) out riding in Mrs. Thompsons buggy . (Torn) we 

just have a splendid time t oo. And (torn) Thompson keeps such 

a good table and three times a day at that. I do wish all of 

you girls would come back up here. 

Write soon and tell me what that is you said you had to 

tell me in your letter. Goodby. 

Tell Ellen to write. 

Josie 

7 



Mr. G. B . 

Dear Friend : 

Elm Springs 
Oct. 28 , 1877 

I received a letter from you s ome t i me ago . I would 

have written sooner but I have had no opprtuni ty (Si c} to do 

so . Well what is all of the newes up thare . This is a hell of 

a country . Thare is no amusements f or a young man at all . Good 

country for wild cats . I don't no wh ere I wi ll go when I leave 

here . hen I am in Sill I can see not hing but wild Ind i ans . 

Thar is a good many there . The Government k i l l ed one hundred 

head of there horses the other day . I wante d them to give 

them to me but they wouldn't have i t t hat way. Tell Kersha 

he had better come out here and Scout . They have lots of them. 

How is all of the girls . Remember me to them all . Ask Fannie 

if she coul dn't write to me . It would be a great comfort to my 

poor aching heart . Tell her my love for her i s tender . Time 

wi+l prove all things , then she will know how tender it i s . 

This is the loneso~mest place out of hell . The r e isn ' t 

a soul here but me . They never have any partys here . Thare is 

only one girl in the neighborhood and she is caught and could 

weather is c oming. What will I do for a bed fellow th is Winter . 

Send me one and I will marry her right off . I have got a good 

six &hooter and gun. I can protect her from all danger . 

With my best wishes to all of the familie I will now 

close . You must write . Love . 

Your Friend., 

w. B. Guiberson 
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Pauls Yalley 

C. N. 

P. s. Who is driving from your house to Manesoild . I ~sh 

I was up there on that route. If I staJ here until next 

spring I am then gping to California. I heard George had 

left. 

Supper is ready so I must eat you bet . 



:Mr. Bullett Foreman 

Sir: 

Fort smith, Arkansas 
November 27, 1877 

It you will make all necessary arrangements 

to keep the right stand I will oommence to run to your house 

the first of January. That will give you plenty of time to 

get everythina ready. We will want the exclusi ve use of the 

Barn. No other stock to be put in them at all--wi ll be at 

your house three nights in each week--4 hor ses & 2 men besides 

the passengers. You will ha~e to keep 2 rooms in r eadiness 

all the time so in case there is any ladies on hack you will 

have a separate room for them. 

Answer at once if you accept t he proposit i on. 

We will PJY you the same as we are now paying Miller--12i¢ 

per meal for stock & men. 

Respt. 

Sam McLoud 

;o 



Mr. P. M. Lynch 

Dear Uncle 

Cherokee ·orphan sylum 

June 5 , 18?8. 

I will write a few hasty lines this evening as school 

is nearly out, and I wan t you to come for me and that soon as 

possible. Please come to our examination if you can and if you 

cant come write and let me know . So I will know what to do 

but if you should come please send or bring here a pair of nice 

shoes. That is all I need for Examination I believe . e are 

all wall and not so much sickness in the neighbor hood as there 

has been some time back . I cant s ay that I have improved much 

in book as I did last term. Yet I think I will pass all right . 

We are preparing for the Examination. we all anticipate a grand 

time from the dialogues we are getting , Every boy and girl 

is wishing for that great day to come for we all want to see 

Aunts and Uncles. There are going to be ten graduates this 

summer. Two of the boys that goes will be teachers in th~ 

Asylum, Johnson I think will not go home with us this time . He 

is talking o.f going hy Tahlequah. Give my love to all the 

children and kiss them and to Aunt Susie also , and return two . 

I now close,this leaves me well and all others herB. Please 

reply soon as possible f rom your niece , 

Minnie 

To my only uncle. 

P.s. Mr . Lynch, Minnie was well when she wrote this letter , but 

now she is suffering very much with the mumps. She has just got 

well of the sore eyes. She said you better not come after her 

II 
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until about a week or two after school is out, for the little 

ones might catch the mumps. 

Respectfully, 

One of t he gi~ls. 

/~ 



Mr. G. B. Foreman 

Kind Friend 

Webbers Falls, c. N. 
Nov . 24, 1886 

I will write to you to let you know we are all wel l at present 

and hope you are. I would like to hear from you and I thought 

you would write to me when you got to Council but you never have . 

Bullet, I want to buy John Mayfield & John Drew's walnut logs . 

Now I want you to tell me Qf I will be safte in so doing . I 

can get them mighty cheap· if you can get John Brown to compro

mise with them. I saw Mayfield today and had a long talk with 

him and he tole me he had 90000 ft . of ·Nalnut logs now. Bulle t 

if you think I will be safte I will go ahead and buy them and if 

you want any stock in them I will take you in. I can get the 

money to pay for the logs any day. I want you to see John Brown 

for me and see if he will compromise with them. If I buy the 

timber I will pay him same money to go off when I get ready to 

run it. Now Bullet I can that timber for cost $750.00 and can 

sell at $25.00 per thousand on the bank . Now you can make your 

calculation just what we can make . Mayfield is keen to sell and 

I want to buy if I can get things in shape so I will be safte 

and I want you to go in with me. I will do all the business and 

not let them know you stand in with me. So I will close about 

the logs now. I want you to write to me something about the Coun-

oil when you write. I am getting sleepy. The clock 9 so good 

bye. Coowie and Children sends their love to you • 
I remain as ever, 

Bob Vann . 
It you lie let it be by a pretty woman . 

/3 



Cherokee Nation 
Illinois District-

To Whom it ma y concern know all ·men by these presents 

t hat--I ~homas Henson on the f irst par t--have this day bargained 

and sold to R. w. alker on Se cond part--my clai m and all of 

my improvements situated on big Vi an creek in I l l i nois Dis trict , 

c. N. known as the old Johnson J ack cl aim wh i ch cl aim is bounded 

on the South by Vian Creek and on t he eas t by the claim of 

Cornelius and on the north and south ext ending its full quarter 

from the fence now for and in c onsiderat i on of the sum of 50 . 00 

fifty-dollars, one half of whi ch amount i s to be paid down the 

I~ 

place remaining as security for t he payment of the balance due which 

amount when paid I b ind myself my he ir s and executors to warrants 

and defend the title f rom all f utur e -claimants . 

Witness my hand & seal Thoma s Henson & This the 13th day 

of June 1887. 

itness 

R. T. Hawks 

P.S. The conditions of this Bill of Sale ar e t hat unless the 

other $25.00 twenty-five dollars are paid by the 20th day of 

October 1887, this Bill of Sale to be null and void• 

Thomas Henson X (h i s mark) 

Witness R. T. Hawks 

Credited on the within document 25.00 Tweuty-five doll ars. I 

having received that amount. 

Thomas Henson X 
This June 13th 1887. 



w. c. 
GENERAL 

¥***Dealer in 

Hon. G. B. Foreman, 

camp be 11, I • T. 

R 0 G E R S, 

MERCHANDISE. 

Live Stock **** 

Skiatook, I. T. Mar. 13 , 1891. 

Fr~end, Sir-- Yours o f th e six at hand and c ontents 

noted, and in reply will say--That I had upwar ds of Two hundred 

Dollar but of course I had spent some of i t . Tovian Bean and 

Dave Mel ton and some other one said you co unted the money and 

there was erie hundred and forty dollars and I only got back one 

hundred and nine dollars, short thereof one dollar . I did not 

know any thing about your having it a tall. They sai d you had 

taking it and it was all right. I was so drunk I did not know 

any thing about it. So dent think any t h i ng of it . All I ca r ed 

for was what money was short. Frank Margan had t o write up 

here and gave the hole thing away to Clem Rogers and he beat me 

out of all of my whisky or he did not send i t at tal l. 

I remain as ever • 

• c. Roger s. 

P.S. I hope we will meat in Smith again. If so I bet we wi ll 

have a better time. How is politix in that part. 

Respectfully yours, 

W. c. Rogers. 

IS 



(SEAL) 

E X E C U T I V E D E P A R T M E N T, 

CHEROKEE NATIOJr , I ND . TER . 

Hon. G. B. Foreman, 

Campbell, Ind. Ter. 

Dear Friend: 

Tahlequah, June 6th , l89l . 

Inclosed you will find receipt from the Treasury De 

partment for your last salary war rant , which was drawn the 18th 

of last month. I placed it t here f or registeration under the 

Act authorizing t he 6% interest . You will find your warrant 

in the Treasury Department. 

I was at home the f irst of thi s week and found pplitics 

in good shape. Everybody wants you to run for the Senate . You 

will get the nomination--Many wan t me t o make the race with you , 

but if some body else can b e found, I would rather not--

I will be at Illinois Station on the lOth at your 

meeting. 

Yours t ruly, 

Cornell Rogers. 
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Muscogee, Indian Territory, June 15, 1895. 

Mrs . Sarah P . O'Neill, 

Sherburn, Minnesota . 

Dear Madam:-

I am in receipt of your letter of June lOth, making 

inquiry in request to the method . by which you can enforce 
' 

your claim as a citizen of the Cherokee Nati on . 

The Commission to the ive Civilized Tribes has no 

jurisdiction or authority over that question which is left 

by the Genercal Government to be disposed of by the Cherokee 

Nation itself without interference on the part of the Govern~ 

ment. That nation has a tribunal or commissi on of some kind , 

I do not know exactly what, before whom t his questi on is 

brought upon petition by the person claiming to be a citizen . 

This commission bear ~ such evidence as the petiti oner bas to 

offer in support of the claim and passes upon the questi on 

of citizenship. 

is 
There is an association at the head of which/a Mr . 

Watts which follows the business ·of prosecut ing t hese claims. 

I do not know whether it would be wise for you to put your-

self in the hands of tha t association, and therefore, I do 

not feel at liberty to express an opinion. If you have any 

friend in the Cherokee Nation upon whom you can rely for 

information, I would advise you to write that friend to tel l 

you what you had better do. I only caution you not to fall 

/'l 

6 98 
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into the hands of those who make a business of getting money 

out of claims without attending to their business very 

thoroughly. 

· Regretting that I cannot be of aid to you, I am, 

Tru l y your s, 

Henry L . Dawes . 

Letter-book copy L · 0 . 

{Copied by 3EW, March 31, 1934.) 

/ 6 



713 
I f( 

Sou t h cAl est er , • r ' • , J uly 2 4 , 18 9 5 • 

Mr . ·v . R. Campbell , 

New Bostom , Texas . 

Dear Sir :-

Your letter of July 20 th , a ddressed t o t he 

Commission at Hartshorne is just receiwed . This is our 

head~uarters for the present • 

The writer has known J . P . Byers or whom you 

speak, ~uite intimately for seve ra l ye ars . His work as an 

a ?,ent for Cherokee citizenship was a blatant f r aud and he 

was indi(lted in the United States Court a t For t Smith for 

wrongfully using the mails in that intere s t , and woul d 

doubtless have gone to the :penetentiary had he n ot cunningly 

departed this life and thus defeated the end s of t he la • 

You and a great many others are out just tha t mu ch t o no 

:pu r pose . 

· e can g ive you no informa tion wha t ever i n regard 

to the matter of yDur claim. You will have to ap ply t o the 

Cherokee authorities for admission as a citizen to th~t 

nation . 

Very truly yours , 

Archioald s . l cKennon , 

For the Commission . 

Copy of Letter Press Copy in office o~ Supt . of Five Civilized 
Tribes , Musk~ee . Copi ed by RL 5/ 2/ '34 



Fort Smith , A.rkansasr Octo ber ·30 , l8g) . 

Tb the Honorable , 
The Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation , 

Tahlequah , Indian Territory . 

The undersigned Commissioners appointed for that pur

pose by the United States , propose t o negotiate with the Cherukee 

Nation for the purpose of excha nging by said nation upon tenus 

that shall be just, f a ir and reasonable .t o all concerned or 

interested therein, the present tribal tit1 e or said nation to 

its lands and other property for an equal division thereof 

among all citizens of the tribe ent itled t o share t her e in , and 

an adjustment and full set t l ement of al l demands , claims and 

other unsettled lTl3. tter s of any kind exis·ting betweelT.ll the United 

St ates and said nation, s o far as may be neces sar,y and proper 

for the ultimate creation of a territoria l or state government 

under authority of the United States , embraci ng said Cherokee 

Nation and such other nat ions of the Indian Territory as may 

desire to become a part thereof. 

The United States to put each person in possession 

of the lands to which he is so entitled, wi thout expense to 

him, and the tribal government to rema in in authority until 

the completion of the changes herein pro posed , a nd as much 

longer as shall be agreed upon in such nego tiations . 

Henry L. Da •res, 
Frank C. Armstrong 
Archi bald s . McKennon 
Thos. C. Cabaniss 
~ . P . t ontgomery . 

Copy of Letter Press oopy, signed, in offiae of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee . Copied b; RLW 5/2/34 



Fort Smith, -rkansas , Oc tobe r 30 , 1895 

Honorable c. J . Harr is , 

Prin ciJ?alL Chi ef Cherok ee Nation , 

Tahlequah , Indi an Terri t ory . 

Dear Sir :-

The United Sta t es Commi ss ion appointed to negotiate 

with the Five Tribes t ake the liberty t o rene ~ the r equest 

heretofore made by them to you t o l ay the matter before ycur 

Council and to request you t o submit to them the enclosed 

proposition wi t h the r equest that they appoint a commission 

authorized to negotiate for your government upon the lines 

indicated in this proposition . 

Will you do the Commis s ion the favor · to submit 

this proposition and request to your Council which we 

understand is soon to be in session. 

Respectfully , 

Henry L . Dawe s , 

Cha irman. 

Copy of Letter Press Copy signed , in offi ~e of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee . Copied by RL 572/34 
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Fort Smith , Arkansas , November 14 , 1895 . 

Honorable Hoke Smith , 

Secretary of the Inter ior , 

as hington. 

Sir: -

e herewith enclose an af f i davit o~ ~ . L . Grazier , 

mayor of the town of Afton in t he Cherokee Nati on . 

e understand that he is a r eliable man and a good 

citizen , and believe it our duty to l a y this i nformation before 

you , and suggest that you wire t o t he Chief of the Cherokee 

Nation requiring him to give to this party prot ection , and 

if ~ fails to furnish him protection it ia our opinion that 

the Government should interfere directly . 

Respectfully, 

Henry L. Dawes , 

Chairman . 

Copy of Letter Press Copy, s i gned , in office of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee . vopied by RL 572/ 54 



Fort Smith , rkrul.sas , November 19 , 1895 . 

Honorable s . H. Mayes , 

Str: -

Principal Chi ef of the Cher okee Nation , 

Tahle~uah , Indian Territory . 

I am in r eceipt of your let ter of the 16th, instant 

address to the Commission to the Fi ve Tribes , informing them 

that your Nationa l Council ha s by Jo int resolution re~uested 

the Commission at the convenience t o appear before them and 

submit .the propositions of your Government relative to allotment 

of lands , the surr ender of tribal government and the adjustment 

or all matters nece s sa ry before t he a c ceptance or Statehood . 

I am in stru~ted by the Commi s sion to say in ans er 

that on several occa sions they have in writing submitted to 

the Principal Chief of your Nation the outline of the terms 

upon which the Commission were au t horized to negotiate , a nd 

especia~ly , in ·a letter to your predecessor . of date October 

30th, last which t he Comm i ssion re ques ted him to lay before 

your Council . Your predecessor rep l i ed on the lst . instant 

that his office would soon expire and upon his "successor 

vould devolve the duties of rincipal Chief . Among the many 

will be the submission of your proEosi t i ons to the National 

Council as requested by you , and to ·hich I will ca11 hi s 

particular at tention . ~ If he has done so you already have 

before you in wr iting those proposi t ions. If he has omilltted 

to do so you will f ind enclosed a copy of t he l etter referred 

to whioh will ·~l·e .y.du to lay these propositions h efore your 

Council . 



2. 

If your Council will author ize any per s on or 

persons to ne gotiate with the Commission the chan ges in these 

propositions indicated, they will be glad to me et such 

authorized person or persons at an early day and arrange 

all necessary details and make such modifications of the 

73 a 

same as may be mutua lly agreed up on . The terms of such agree-

ment, as you knew , can have no binding force until after 

approval by both your Council and the /blurred/ Go~ernment . 

An early repl y i nforming the Comnission whether 

your Counc il will authorize such a negotiat ion is .desired 

that the result may be made known to the President and Co~gress . 

I am , Very respe ctfUlly yours , 

Henry L . Dawes 

Chairman , Commission to the 
Five Civilized Tribe s . 

Copy of Le tter Press copy , signed, in off ice of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee. Copied by L 'v 5/ 2/34 
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Fort ;;)mith, rkansas, r-ovember 21 , 1.895 .. 

Honorable Henry L. Dawes , Chairman , 

Commission to the Five Civ ilized Tribes , 

Eittsfield , ssachusetts •. 

Dear ir:-

I sent you the following wire t his morn i ng :-

Letter dated t wen ty ninth from Chi e f ~yes advises app ointmen t 

by Cherokee Council commiss ion to confer with ive · ribes 

Commission. As ks you name time a nd place . Have ir ed 

~cKennon and mailed you copy of lat ter . ~ 

The enclosed is a copy of the letter from Chief 

Mayes referred to. 

Respectfully , 

llen R. Boyd 

Se cretary. 

Same letter written Cap t a in a . s . 1 cKennon, Claresville , ~rk . 

Copy of Lette r Press copy, si gned , in office of Sup t. of 
Five Civilized Tribes, Musk ogee. Copied by L 572/34 
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Tahlequah, Ind . Ter . November 29th , l895 . 

Hon. Henr y L . Dawe s , and 
Gentlemen of the Commission, 

Fort mi th, a rks. 

Under an a ct of t he Nationa l Counci l , approv ed 

on the 26th. instant, a Commi ssion, on the Ja rt of the 

Cherokee Nation, has been app ointed to mee t and confer 

with you on the subjec t of mission t o this and other nat i ons 

of the Indian Territory. · e would be pleased to be i nformed 

Fhen it ~ ill be convenien t for you t o mee t them fo r this 

purpose - a t what time and pl a ce such a n occasion will meet 

your approval. 

Very r espect f ully , 

(Si gned) s . • yes , 

Principa l Chi ef. 

COPY 

Copy of Letter Press Copy in orfice of Supt. of Five Civil i zed 
Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 5/2/34 



737 

Ft . Smith, rk . December 4 , 1895 

Henry L • .Jawes , 

Pit t sfield, iassachuset ts . 

Montgomery is fn !fashington . Think it important that majority 

of Commission meet CheroKee s.. Have so wired Se cretary 

suggesting you and two othe r s be ordered OK duty for such 

:purpose. Hope you can come. 

·~cKennon , Commissioner . 

Paid.. Govt. Rate . 40. 

Copy of Letter Press Copy in office of Sup t . of Five ivilized 
Tribes , Muskogee. Copied by L . 5/2/34 



Fort Smith, rkansas, December 4 , l 895 . 

Honorable illiam ~ubanks , cting Cha irman , 

Tahlequah, Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir:-

.e have the honor to acknowledge t he receip t of 

your telegr am or the 2nd . ins t ant informing us that the 

commission of which you are the a cting chairman , is r eady 

to meet and confer with this Commission . 

As requested by Honorable s . H. yes , Principal 

Chief , we shall be pleased to address you wi t hin t he next 

few days suggesting tL~e and ~lace for a meeting. 

I have the honor to be , 

Very truly yours , 

• s . cKennon - Comr . 

For the Commission . 

Copy of Letter Press Copy, signed , in orfice cf Supt. 
of Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee. Copied by RL 5/2/34 
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Ft. Smith , Ark ., ov . 14 , 1896. 

Secretary of Inter ior, 

a shington. 

I f or ward by mail today a:ff i davi t of' ·: . L. Gra zier an of f i cial 

of Cherokee Nation , whose l ife is t hreatened be cause of hi s 

having appeared befor e our Commission f avor i ng a llo tment ~d 

ask for him pr otection of t he Government. 

Renry L. Dawes , 

Govt. Rate. Dha irman. 

Copy of Letter Press Copy in off ice of Supt . of Fi ve 
Di vilized Tri'b;es, Musk ogee, Okla . Copied by RL~ 5/2/34 



Claremore, I. T. 

Sept. 2, 1897 

Mrs. Nanni e Foreman, 

I am writing a history of the Cherokees, and genealogies 

of several the Cherokee families: including the Foreman family . 

I will give you three lists that I have; the first one of Alex 

Foreman's children including G. B. Foreman. The second of 

Joseph & Ruth Garrison's children (including yourself) and your 

children. I list them consecutively, giving in each f amily , 

the oldest first and so on to the youngest . If the lists are 

not riiht, please correct them. Should like to have the name of 

husband and wife of each, and dates of births, marriages , and 

deaths as rar as you know them. 

Alex Foreman 's children--

1-Pierce Butler Foreman , bachelor, born 1844 di ed 1877 

2-~d,ard 

3-George Bullette 

4-Josephus 
5-El1zabeth 
8-M1nnie Emina 

" 

" 
" 
" 

Married Nannie Garrett 
t 

3 

Can you give me dates of births, marriages , or deaths of any or all 

of these? Can you give me the names of husBand and wives of Ed

ward, Elizabeth , and Minnie Emina? How many children did each 

have (leaving out all that died before they were 16 years of age) , 

and can you give me their names? 
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Children of Joseph & Rtith Garrison 

1-Butler Garrison. Never married. 

2-Nannie " Married George Bullette For eman. 

3-Minnie ! " Wallace Thcr nton 

len you give me all the dates of births, marriages , and deaths 

of your parents? 

Can you give me date of your brother tBuller ' s birth and deat h? 

Children of George Bullette & Nannie Foreman . 

1-George Bullette Foreman 

2-Piercie Josephin H 

3-Susan 

4-Alexander 

5-Ada 

" 

" 

" 
Should be pleased to have the dates of b i rths of your children . 

Hoping an early answer, I am respe ctfully , 

Emmet St ar r 

J i 



United States , 
Indi an Terr itory, 
orthern District . 

November 26 , 1897 . 

Personally appeared before rre M. 0 . Ghomley a Not ary Pub lie 

for the State and District aforesa i d A. F . dair who first being 

dul y s worn says :- That he is a ci ti3en of t he Cherokee Nation 

and resi d ent of Tah le qua.h I nd . Te r . ; that in t be year 1896 I 

was appointed by s . H. Mayes, Principal Chief of' tte Cheroke e 

Nation , as insp ector of tbe Mal e , Fema le Hi gh Schoo l or Seminar

ies a nd tbe Cherokee Orphan Asyl um to inspec t sai d bu ildi ngs t h at 

was un:lergo ing repairs by J" . H. Ransom t he contractor at that time . 

I examined the co ntra ct rm Q.e between J . H. Ransom a nd the Board 

of Education of t .00 Chero k ee Na t i on , c onsisting of Charles 0 . Frye , 

Preside nt a nd A. E . Ivey '' ecre tar y and t hen examined the work 

done of tm said institution a ni r epo r ted in my report to the 

said s . H. Mayes , Pri nci pal Chief of' the Cherokee Nation , I report

ed that tm contracmr J . H. Ransom bad done tre work on the said 

institution according to said co nt r act . 

A. F . Adair • 

Subscribed a nd s~rn to before zm th is t be 26 t h day of Nov . l 89 7 . 

My Com. expir e s Jan. l6 ,1899 . 

M. o. Ghomley

Not ary Pub l ie . 
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To the Hon . Board of Education:

coo ro kee Nation , 

Gentlemen:-

Tahlequah , I . T . 

Feby . 15th. , l898 . 

At your .' request I .have examined the claim of J . H. Ransom , 

Contractor, and in my opinion it would be proper for your Honor able 

Board to investigate said claim and if possible come to oorre a gree

mnt with the said contractor and end the matter ;as far as I am 

able to ascertain tre Board of dueation is n ot i n possession of 

any record pertai.ning to the contract entered into , by a former 

board of Education - commonly known as t.be "Frye and Ivey' board 

with the said Ransom for rera.irs to be darn in said agreement . 

Consequently it seems that no offsets or rebut tals can be set up 

to disqualify tha amount yet remaining to be paid said Ransom for 

work dare under his oontract. Fuethermore an inspector of said work 

was appointed by the Principal Chief of too Cherokee Nation to 

examine tm repairs done by said Ransom and did report to the 

chief, under oath, t ba t the v.ork and repairs done by the said 

Ransom was perforrood accordi~ to the agreement entered into with 

the board of Educ at ian, known as above stated ttFrye and Ivey" Board . 

13. 

Yours, respectfUlly , 

R.F. yly 

Atty, Gener'l Cherokee Nation . 



OFFICE OF 

BOARD OF 

Hon . s . H. J.ayes , 

Pri nci pal Chief , C . N. 

Sir :-

EDOOATI ON . 

Tahlequah , I. T . 

e br uary 15 ,. 1898 . 

· e have the h onor to p re sen t t his requisition in favor of 

J . H. Ransom ("Contractor"} payable out of orphan fund appropria-

ted by ali Act of the National Counci 1 , and appr oved ov . 29 , 18 71 

ani amounting to one thousand ( !ji> lOOO.OO) dol lars as pe r accompany-

ing vouchers. 

Very r espe c tfully , 

G. l . it che l. l (Pr o tern ) 

Presi dent Board of Edu cat i on . 

M.L.Paden 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .l3 Reed . Jan .4,189 9 I nd i an Terri tory 
Division , Tahlequah,Ind . Ty . Dec . 30 ,1898---- ncl oses c op ies of 4 
papers "J!requisition Board of Education of' cherokee Nation 
,1000- "B"" Opinion of Attorney General of C.he ro kee na t i on . ncn -

~aport of Inspector apptd . to examine ork. "D" - Assignmen t of claim 
'ishes .relief for his client J . H. R8]11son , C.bero lree Orph ans As yl um , · 

warrant $1000.----



Tahlequah, I. T . 

Fe b . 16 th ,18 98 

Hon. s. H. Mayes, 

P 1. Ch ie f C • N • 

Please turn over to J. Thomp son tre warr ant due me as 

contractor of the Cmrokee Orphan As ylum for one thous a nd d ollar s 

and this shall be your vouc rer for t he s ame and obl i ge . 

J . H. Rans am. 



St . Louis , .:o . 

Jovember 21 , J. . D. 1898 . 

To the Honor ab le 

Sir :-

The Secretary of the In t erior , 

~ ashington , D. c. 

The Kansas & Arkansas Valley a i lway , a c orporation or -

ganized under the general railroad law of the St ate of =rkansas , 

8nd authorized by j ct of Congress approved June 1st , 1886 (24 

u.s. Statutes at Large ?3Q to construct and ma intain a railway 

through the Indian Territory , hereby respec tful ly makes applica -

tion for a lease of the l ar ge gravel bar in Grand River , in the 

Cherokee Nation , South of the Kansas & Ar kansas Valley Rai~ay 

bridge at ort Gibson , Indian Territory , or for permission and 

authority to take and remove f rom said gravel bar such gravel 

and l i ke material as said Kansas & rkansas Valley Railway may 

desire for the purpose of ballasting and i mproving its railroad 

and peoperty in the Indian Territory , and its connections there -

with . Said lease or permission and authority to be for the ful l 

term of fifteen years . A more part icular description of the 

premises on which said gravel bar is located is as follows : 

The s . E. 1 / 4 of t he r; . w. ""- of Sec . 2 , T. 15 N. • l 9E o 

The I • E. of the s . • - of s ec . 2 , T. 15 n. • 19E. 4 "' 
The s . v. of: pf t he • . l . 4 of uec . 2, T. 15 I: • R. l9J . 

The 'l . l of the N. - ~ . - of Sec . 11 , T. 15N. R. 19E. 2 ""' 
The N. E. = f'4 Vie • I·' ... .. ~ of 'ec . 10, T. 1 5 N. R • 19 E. 

The s . E. of the s . E. of Sec . 3 , r 1 1 5 N. 19E. 4 4 • • 

3 

& 
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This Company h s constructed , and is now 

operating in the Indian Territory , about 1 65 mil es of 

railroad extending from a point near 1' ort Smi t h , .t r kansa s , in a 

North-westerly direction to the boundary line be t ween t he I nd i a n 

Territory and the State of ansas near of feyville , ans a s , 

In compliance with the rul es and r egul ations ado pt ed 

by the Honorable t>ecret a r y of the Interior , ~ovember 4th , 1898 , 

governing mineral leases i n all cases not provided f or by spe -

3 

cific agreements theretof ore r a tifie d by Congress and t he lratons · Sic 

interested, there is hereto attached and made a part of t h i s ap

plication a copy of the Ar t i cles of Incorpor a t ion of t h is ompany , 

duly certified by the ecret ary of St a te of the St at e of ~ rkans a s , 

showing same to have been filed in s a id offi ce on the 27th day of 

November, 1885. 

There is also attached and made a part of this applica tion 

a copy of the general railroad l aw of Arkansas , under which this 

Company was organized, said copy being duly certi f ie d by the Sec

retary of State of the State of 1rkans a s as being the existin law 

of sai d Stat e • 

This ap plication is also accompanied by a duly certif ied 

check upon the t. Louis at ional Bank , ( of s t . Louis, l,.o. ) 

for One Hundred t 100.0 ) Dollars, payable to the order of D • .. • 

isdom, United States Indian gent at the Union ~ gency , - ndian 

Territory, by way of advanced royalty on said lease f or one ye ar. 

629 Respectfully submitted , 
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KM S.aS & V L Y !L U ./ Y. 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 5th day of December , A • • 

1898. 

(End<Drsed) Uni on Agency i¥ 629 Received prillO , 1 89 • ffice of 
u.s. I ndian Inspector for Indian 'rerr itor y . Kan . & .. rk . Val ley 
R. R. Co. ( \ . B.Doddridge, G. I,~ .) J t. Louis , Lt o. ppl icat ion for 
gravel lease in Cherokee r ation . 



"TEl FAIRLAND BEE." 

Lake Moore, Editor and Prop . 

Fairland , I . T. Dec . 24 , 1898. 

Hen . Tams Bixby , 

u.s . Commissio 4er. 

~s for t he next 25 o r 30 years, the renter s or tenant s 

of the Cherokees and other trib es 7ill have to a ss urne jury and 

other duties of 1Ullerican itizens hi p . ·fuy not ensert a clause 

in the f orth comi ng treaty or a gree me nt by ffh i ch all leases 

shall carry with it "school privileges 11 • 

This would g ive the Ind ian Childr en nmerican speaking 

companionship ; increase the efficiency of the schoo l s and t his , 

without detriment to the presen t school s ystem? 

Yours , etc . 

Leon Lero y . 

(Endorsed) # 1820. Received Dec . 28 , 1898. Commi ssion t o _ive 
Tribes. Muskogee, I.T. Leon Leroy, Fairla nd , 1 2/ 24/ 98 . 
Desires that a prov i sion be inserted in the ag~eement t o be ma de 

with Cherokees giving school privile ges to children of non-ci t 
izens. 



Depa rtment at Enteri or (Sic) 

rashington, D. c. 

My Dear Sirs; 

McKey , Indian Territory 

De cember 29 , 1898 

V/111 you be so k i m as to give me som (S ic) infer

rna tion (S ic) in regard to my cl aims .here in the Cherroke e 
I 

IJ' 1 

nation in t~ f irst p l a ce I c ame in this nation by invertat ion . 

Secondly 1 invested a ll the morey i had for improvenents from 

sitisens of this na tion. th i rdly i presently prenzented my 

my claims to counsil and t he oo unsi 1 reje c ted n:e on the grounds 

the. t they coul<fll. n ot admit any ore regardless of proof claiming 

at the same time t ha t my proof was very g:>od an suficient to 

admit :rm an famly to s itis~nsh ip . i tl1en presented my claims to 

the daws commission of cour se t hey could not do any thing for 

me an famly under the provis ion of the ap ropriation bill i 

then put my cla ims b e f ore the cbance rry c ourt t his court made 

a fair envesga tion of my c ase an decided in my f'aver to s i ti-

senship in this nation. an the cherokee nati on not being 

sadisfied ~dth the decision of t he chancerry c~urt takend the 

case before judg Springer at Moskoga, I. T . an j udg Springer 

mad a rulling aga inst :ne. I iilen a pealed my c a s e to the 

Surpream court of the united State at '/a sh i ng ton , D. c. an 

my inferma tion was tha t a ll si tisenship case s should be setled 

by the first day ot January 1898 an now it seems l ike i t wi l l 

be yet too or three befor it is setteld an i t se ems like t he 

1942 
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e::x:peoe of our ol aims are getti ~ so heavy tha t we count meet 

t~m. Since i have bought my claims som 8 year ago 1 have 

envested with good an lasty improvement to the amou nt of too 

thousand dollars an 1 cannot sell out as the cherrokees say 

tba.t my farms are worth tht'ee thousand dollars but t he ir no 

one able t o buy them an hold the same • now in c ase the uni-

ted state Surpream court rmkes a rulling against rre will i get 

pay for my improvanents also will get to stay on our frams an 

make crops this coming years 1899. do you .ha ve any idear 

how long it will be before our clai ms i s fi nly settl ed . 

pleas give me som inf errm t ion i re gar d t o ou r cl a i m. 

Yours most r esp e cf uly , 

cTames B. · att s . 

l.f/ 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l942 Commission to i ve Tri be s , r e ed . 
Jan. 10, 1899 McKey, Indian Ty . CHE O KE~ , Dec . 29, 18 98 , .at ts , 
James B.----Makes certain sta tements relative to h is cla i ms as 
a citizen of the Cherokee Nation and reque s ts i n formation as 
to getting pay for his improvements and to his right t o re tain 
possession of h is farm during the c cming year- 189 9 .----



Law office of 

J • P . Bus te r, 

Tahlequah ,I.T . 

Refer to Bank of Tahlequah . 

Hon . Secretary or Interior , 

V ashingto n , D. C. 

Dear S ir:-

COLLECTION DEPART !JENT 

L , A, Buster, Clerk . 

Represent : ·Jiercantile 
Adjuster , Martindale , 
Clearing House uarterly , 
Bar tle tte , Kern ble A. Mills , 
Amer ican law list and 
numerous other agencies . 

De cember 30th , l 898 . 

I here with inclose you copi es of the fol lowing papers :-

(a) Requisition of Board of Education of the Cherokee Nat ion 

on Principal Chief for 1000.00 

{b} Opinion of Attorney General of the Cherokee Nation in 

regard to same. 

(c) Report of Inspector appointed to examine work . 

{d) Assi gnment. of claim. 

This wark was done by J . H. Ransom some years ago under 

a co ntract dated Jany . 4 ,1896 i n vvri ting with the· Board of Educa 

tion of the Cherokee Nation comp osed of at that time of A. I.!... . 

Ivey, Chas. o. Frye and Jno . E . Butler . The work was not entirely 

completed until sometime in 189? I think . Be fore 1rr. Ransom the 

contractor receive d payment for the s arne , some irregul ari t:ie s were 

charged against one of t be room bers of the Boa rd of }!; due at ion but 

not, that I am inforrr.ed , in reference to this matter and the 

Principal Chief suspended t he delinquent fro m office . 

Considerable party animosity was aroused by th i s action and 

great opposition to the Board and all its past a cts. 

13. 

When Mr . 
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Ransom pre sen ted h is requisition for the sum of $1000.00 for this 

work the Principal Chief refused to i s sue a warr ant on it. f ter 

some delay Mr. Ransom , vho was a citizen of the Unit e d S t ates and 

not a Tribal Citizen secured from a re w Board of Education a n 

examination into tbe matter and the re w Board issue d h i m t h e 

re quisition a copy o1' whic h is imlos ed.. It was p end i ng t his 

investigation t hat the attQrne y general of t he Che ro k ee Natio n was 

called on to render an opinion a nd a f ter i nvesti gating the mat t er 

wrote the Board t.he inclos.ed Je, tter . 

·From tm fact that the Chief wa s not at his o ffice or for some 

similar reason n~. ansom a f ter securing t h e requisiti o by givi ng 

Mr. Johnson Thompson an order fo r t re warra nt a copy of hich i s 

inclosed and delivering ·to him too requisition ob t e. ining t he 

~1000 . 00 possibly w.i. th a sl-ight discount from Mr . Thomps on . On 

:presenting too re qu isition t o tm Principal Chief he refused to 

honor t .te sane. 

It is pro:re r to sey that mane ys for this Asylum Cilld schools 

have always been raid out upon requisition of t..h.e Boa rd of 

Education without any special ·appropriation for the p urp ose but 

in consequence of a general appropri ation for the purpose in 18 71. 

At tbe November 1898 session of ~che National Council this 

act of general appropriation far school purposes was repe a led a nd 

t~ Council arbitrarily refused to make an a ppropriation for the 

payment of this claim. 

Prior to the Act of June 7th,l898 taking juris diction from 

the tribal courts Mr. Thompson could have sued for his cl aim in 

those courts the laws af the Crerokee Nation a.l lo »v.i.ng ruit to be 

brought against the Nation. 

13. 
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The United States Courts hold tba t tm y ba ve no juris die ti on in a 

suit brought against an I ndian Tribe (see 2? u . s . Appeals 65? , 

Reported also 66 Fed. Rep. 2?2 and in 1 3 C. C. A. 519) 

'"' e contend in as much as t he Tribal Courts foriiE rly had 

jurisdiction t hat the Curtis Bi ll has taken awa y p laintiffs righ t 

and his property by giving him no forum in which to assert t he 

same and has thus infringed the provis i on of t he Na tional co ns titu-

tion pr ov idi ng:- "That no perso n shall be deprived of l ife , 

liberty ar pro~rty without dw process of law. " 

Perhaps the United States Court woold agree Yf ith us in t h is 

proposition but when it did so this very holding would oust the 

U.s .court of jurisdiction for if that section of the Cur tis Bill 

is unconstitutional. the Tribal Courts would a lore have j ur isdic t i on . 

But there are now no tribal court s . So it seems t hat Mr. Thompson 

is left between "the Devil and the dead sea . " 

I have not for mulated any request to n:ake of y ou . I do not 

exactly see how you can do any thirg for tm relief of my client , 

but I lay tte facts bef ore you thinking pe rmps your ful le r know

ledge of your powers in tmse school matters which .ha ve been by 

tte Curtis Bill transferred your department , may ena ble you to 

suggest the pro~r remedy. If you c a n suggest none other , you 

could at least recoi1l.IIEnd to Cor.gress the g ivi ng of the United 

States Court jurisdiction of all c auses against an Indian Na t ion in 

this Terri t or y. T.here are many cl hi ms l ike t his one whic h the 

Tribes refuse to pay. If fuey are just they should be pa.id and 

if not t~ courts oould soon ascerta in the fa cts. It is a great 

hardship on those who hive valid and just cl a ims a gai ns t the 

Nation to be compelled to spend half of t h eir amount in lobbying 
and otbe rwise in arder to secure their payment and the United 

13. 
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States Court should be empowered to pennit suit to be b r oug ht 

against the Nation upon tre plaintiff maki~ a fair showing t ha t 

he has a valid claim and that payment thereof ha s been refused . 

Trusting to rear from you in tre near future , I am , 

Yours truly , 

J . P . Bus ter . I 



CO Iv1EISSI Ol E .::> . 
HElmY 1 .DA\IES . 

·J.·.·~.-.' ... ·:. TAMS BIXBY. 
ARC HIBALD S . Mclilll\J1,JOIJ . 
THOMAS B. NEEDil.; S. 

DEPARW· NT OF 'IH2 I1'T:8RI OR , 
Commission to t.te .,., ive Civili zed 'l1r i bes . 

ALLIOO N L. AYWS~iOR TH , Secre tary. 

My Dear li'. Bixby: 
Pittsfi eld , IV' ass . 

J an • 28 , 18 9 9 

S ince I wrote you on receipt of t.he a greemen t my atten t ion 

has been p:irticularly c alled to t m 78th section dire cti ng t h e 

pardon of all persons convicte d under Cre r oke e la ws . It i s 

causing sor.re discussion and I am anxious to be a bl e t o e xp l a in i t . 

If you could tell n:e what co nsiderations l e d t o i ts adopti on and 

how large is its scope , that is , what crimina ls and of ·ha t 

ch aracter it affects, yo u would gre atly oblig e me . 

The counsel for tbe Delaware s on I . Y. bas been to .~ ashington 

co mplaining that. t m agreement wi 11 depr ive t lem of r ig ht s s e cured 

by tbe Curtis Act. He says that they are compelled by it to g i ve 

up ore ar the other of their claims now before the Cou rt of 

Claims under that a ct, the specific clai m to 1 57 , 000 a cres and 

allot:rrent, or relying on their suit e :x;p os e t.~e i r spe ci f ic grant 

of 157,000 a cres by mete s and bounds to allotment to o the r 

Cherokees. I am asked to exp lain, and would like your vie ws on 

t.hat point. 

tha t steps have the Crerokees taken towards r ati fi cation ? 

And how do you get along with the Creeks ? 

TRUly yours, 

H.L. Dawes . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .2254 Recd.Feb.2 ,1899 H.L.Dawes,P i ttsfield 
Mass.Jan.28,1899----Rel. to the Cherokee Treaty.----



D E P A R T ME N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R . 

Washington . 

Januar y 12, 1900. 

The President. 

Sir: 

I have the honor tQ su bni t , hereWith far executive 

action, under tile proVisions of the act of Congress , approved 

June ?, 189?, (30 Stats.,62,84) Senate Bill No.19 of the 

National Council of the Cherokee Nation , approved by its 

Prine ipa1 Chief on December 19, 1899, entitled ".An Act to 

pardon convicts of t.be. Cherokee Nation." 

Said act recites i n the preamble that the courts or said 

Nation have been abolismd, under section 28 of tm Act of 

Congress approved June 28, 1898 ( 30 Stats. ,495); that there 

are a great many convicts undergoing punishlmnt under sentence 

by the Cherokee Courts in the National Prison, or had escaped 

am were at large at the date of' said approval of June 28 , 1898. 

The act authorizes and directs the principal chief, when 

approved by t.be President, to grant absolute and unconditional 

pardon to all persons who have heretofore been convicted in the 

courts of the Cherokee Nation of a violation of Cherokee laws 

laboring under such di sabili ties. 

The United States Indian Inspector states: 

"In view o:t' the fact that the courts of t~ Cherokee Nation 
have been abolished it rould appear advisable that all persons 
serving punishment upon convictions secured in said courts be 
now released from such penalties" . 

The Inspector recoiDII¥9nds the approval o:f said act. The 

Commissioner o:f Indian Affairs states that he is not informe d 

ot the number o:t' such convicts , and of the criJ:IJes for which they 

were convicted , arxl doubts tile propriety of t.OO legislation 

566 
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proposed . He recollliiE nds th a t t he ac t be not approved . 

lhile it is true t hat sai d Se ction 28 de clares that "on 

and after t~ 1st day af July , 1898 , all tribal courts in the 

Indian Territory s hall be abolis m d , ani no officer of said 

courts shall t~reafter have any authorit y whatever to do or 

perform any ac t thereto f ore au t horize d by any l aw i n connec-

tion W.i. t h s ai. d courts or to re cei ve any pay for t~ same" and t 

transfers all civil a nd cr iminal c ases then pending to the 

United States Court i n said Te r r itor y , yet i t does not appear 

that the sentences wh ich have b een passe d by said tribal courts 

and umer which :rersorn are s e r vi rg thei r tenns in the National 

Prison under Cherokee l aws have been i nvali dated in any manne r 

whate ver. Besides , the Che rokee l aws pr e scribe the manner in 

which the pardoning p ower i n said na ti on shal l be exercised . 

{See Sectiom 16 and 1? of t h e Laws of t ~ Cherokee Nation , 

Edition of 1892) . 

There seems to be no occasion for t h e passage of tbe act 

under consideration , and I have , t herefo r e , to recommend that 

sa i d act be disapproved . 

T~ letter of the United States Indi an InfJ)e c tor and a 

oopy of the report of the Commissioner of I n di an Affairs are 

inclosed berewi th. 

Ind . Ter. Div . 
150-1900 . 
3 e nclosures . 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hit ch cock. 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agenc y No . 566 Received Jan . 23 , 1900 Office 
at' u . s . Indi an Inspector for Indian Terri tory • Washington, 
January 17 , 1900. Seoretary.----Cberokee Act to pardon convicts 
DIS .APPROVED.----



Union Agency, 

Muscogee, I . T., Feb . 24th , 1899 . 

Mr. R. w. Foster, 

Tahlequah, I. T. 

Dear Sir:-

I have considered yo ur co mmunicat i on of the 20th 

instant, and in reply I ha ve t o say that at the present time 

it is un~awtul for any person to cut for sale or for ship

ment, any timber off of t he publi c domain, or off or pro 

spective allotments. I warn you not to persist in cutting 

and selling timber in the Cherokee Nation. 

Very respectfully, 

D. M. Wi sdom. 
u. s. Indian Agent 

Approved: 

J. Geo. Wright. 
U.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endo~sed) Union Agency, MUskogee, Oklahoma , Press Book # 1, 
Letter # 15. 



Mrs. T. P . Allen, 

Vinita , I . T . 

Madam:-

Union Agency 

Muskogee , I . T., Feb . 25th , 1899 . 

I r eceived your recent letter , and I regret to infor.m 

you tha t all t he pape rs in your c ase against Nat han Loveall 

were destr oyed by f ire on the morni ng of the 23rd instant . 

Our off ice s aved none of its records , and therefore I am 

unable to take acti on in the matter unless the papers o r iginal

ly sen t by you c ould be supplied agai n and this I think would 

be put t i ng you t o unnecessary troub.l e . It s eems to me that 

you had best consult a lawyer and tak e hi s adv i ce , and if ur . 

Loveall i s cutting your timber and selling i t &t hout your 

consent, he certa i nly can be prosecuted in the courts . This 

office is in such a confused condition at this time that I 

.must say i t i s almos t inpossible to attend to mat t ers of this 

kind. 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. Wisdom. 

u.s . Indi an Agent . 

Approved: 

J.Geo. Wright. 

U.S. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Okl ahoma , Press Book # l , 
Letter {} 23. 



. Union Agen cy 
Muscogee, I . T. Feb . 25th , 1899 . 

~udge A. Russell, 

Gann, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

Yours received in which you state that certain non-

citizens are cutting and banking timber on the Arkansas River 

near Redlan.d, I.T. You further state that this timber is out 

:t'rom John Croslin's pr em is es and without his consent and that 

he, John Croslin, has warned said parties from cuttings uch 

timber and that they take no not ice of his warning . 

You are hereby authorized to inform Mr . Croslin that if 

he will send me the names of the non-citizens who are cutting 

and destroying his timber , and the names of the witnesses to 

such depredations, together with their postoffice addresses , I 

will immediately forward them to Hon. P . L. Soper , u . s . Attor

ney for the Northern District, and present the matter to him 

with a view to prosecuting said parties. 

Very respectfully, 

D. M. Wisdom. 

Approved: U.s. Indian Agent . 

J. Geo. Wright. 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma, Press Book # 1, 
Letter # 24. 

Sl 



Yr. Jackson Christie , 

Wauhillau, I . T. 

Dear Sir :-

UNION AGENCY, 
Mus co gee , I . T. 

Yours received in wh ich you state that "a people" by 

which I understand you to mean non-citizens , are cutting all 

kinds of timber ofr of the public domain in the Cherokee na tion 

and shipping out the same, and you further st a te tha t some 

parties are running a saw~mill about five miles from Wauhillau . 

You are directed and authorized to notify said parties 

that they must stop such depredations and if they do not do so , 

you will send their names, with the names of the witnesses, 

together with their postoffice addresses , to Hon. P. L. Soper , 

Vinita, I.T., ~th a view to their prosecution. 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. Wisdom. 

U. S. Indian Agent . 

Approved: 

J. Geo. right. 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee , Oklahoma , Press Book # 1 , 
Letter # 41. 



Union Agency, 

Muscogee, I . T., March 8, 1899 . 

Mr . James Tehee , 

Rose, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

Yours received in which you state that the citizens of 

your community want to use the Saline Court House for a sub-

scription school, and you ask me to give you authority to do 

so. I would advise you to submit this rr-atter to the Princi

pal Chief of your Nat on for appropriate action , as I think 

the nation, through its constitutional authorities , still 

has custody of its public buildings . 

Very respectfully, 

D. M. Ni sdom. 

u.s . Indian Agent . 

Approved: 

J. Geo. Wright. 

u.s. Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma, Pre ss Book , # 1 
Letter fl 150. 



Union gency , 

1fusco gee, I . T., Mar ch 10 , 1899 . 

Daniel Fields, 

Campbell, I. T. 

Dear Sir:-

Yours in regar d to your s t rip money , bas been received . 

I do not kno w whether your name was on the roll or not , nor do 

I know whether you were en t itled to any strip money . My roll 

of Freedmen entitled to str i p money was destroyed by f ire on 

the morning of the 23rd ultimo, and I am therefore unable to re-

fer to it so as to give you any i nformation . There is a roll 

however inWashington, and i f you will write to the Commissioner 

of Indian Aff airs, Washi ngton, D. c., he will doubtless answer 

your latter and inf orm you Whethe r your name is on t he strip 

roll or not. If you were no t enroll ed , I know of no way by which 

you can recover your strip money , except by instituting suit 

against the Cherokee Nation. 

Very r e s pe ct f ul l y, 

D. M. isdom. 
u. s . Indi an gent . 

Approved: 

J. Geo. iright. 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Okl ahoma, Press Book , # 1, 
Letter # 176. 



Mr . J. B. Pettit , 

Edna , Kas . 

Dear ir :-

Union Agency , 

Mus c og e e , I • T • , 

ar ch 14 , 189 9 . 

I received your application , pap ers etc . in re gard t o 

being appointed u. s . Indi an a l i ce , a nd I have not t aken 

action upon it because all my blanks were destroyed by t he f ire 

on the 23rd ultimo. 

Just a s soon as I can get a round to it , I will is sue you 

your commission and appoint you as I promised I would do . 

Very r espe c tful l y , 

D. M. , isdom, 

U. S • Ind i an .. gent • 

Approved; 

J. Geo • ·.Jri ght , 

U. S . Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency - Muskogee ,Oklahoma .Press book no . 1--
le tter 220. 



Union Agency , 

Mus cog e e , I . T . 

March 18 , ~899 . 

Messrs . Blw &. ~lilson, 

Vinita, I. T. 

Gentle men :-

Yours received. rr· ~oe Davi s J.e.ft a contract and some 

other papers with roo in regard to tbe place in controversy , such 

contract and papers were destroyed by fire on tbe 23rd of last 

month. 

I do not remanber t hat m left any papers with n:e , but if 

he did, they were certainly burned and I have no record of 

them whatever . 

Very resr:e ctful1y , 

D. M. · i sdom, 

U. S . Indian .Agent . 

Approved; 

J. Geo. Wright. 

U. S . Indian Inspe c tar: • 

(indorsed) Union Agency - Muskogee ,Oklahoma . Press book no . 1---
1 tter 280. 



Honorable S . H.Mayes, 

Sir; 

Tahlequah, Cheroke e Nati on, 

lndi an Terri tory. 

March 25 1 1899 . 

The Columbi a National Bank of this city has pre sen ted to the 

Department a warrant No. A-4, si~ned by you , drawn on the "Hon . Sec

retary of t he Interior Uni ted Stated , " payable to the order of Shib

ler & Wool Grocery Co. for $1024.39 as per a ct of ~propriation 

late December 8 ,1898 1 and approved by the Presi dent of the Unite 

State s , January 9,1899. You have heretofore been advised of the 

iecision of the Comptroller of t he Treasury , ated th~ 17th instant , 

in which he decides; 

"That Cherokee warrants is sued subsequent to tie act of 

June 29 , 1898, supra, in pursuance of an a c t of the Cherokee Council 
ll&ki~ an appropriation an d auth orizi n~ the issuance of arrants 
to d.raw the mane y so appropri at ed , hieh act iS approved by the 
Presi t ent , in the absence at e vitien ce impugni ng their validity , ar 

o less valid than those issued prior to said a c t of June ffi , 1898 . 

The w~rrants referred to in sai d de c isi on shoul be rawn by 

you on tb-J Treasury of sai cl Nation with r eference to t.he particular 

.tuni of the appropriation a ct app roved by the Presi dent , and the 

Secretary of t.be Interior , in disbursing the interest moneys due 

aa1i. Nation unier the provisions of s e ction 19 of said act of 

June 28 , 1898 , ~ill be ~~erned by the provisi ons of the "existin~ 

treaties ani laws" or the Cherokee Nation in a ccor ance wi th the 

iecision of the Comptroller of tb-J Tr e asury oll October 8 ,1898 . 

88 
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Sai warrant has this i ay b een r e tume to s a i d Bank with the 

formation that when the disbursi nt; officer of t~ Unit ed States 

8 funds applicable t hereto, he will pay t he same i n accordance 

wt th the treaties a n d laws of the Un ited S t a t es and of the 

Cherokee Nation. 

Ini.Ter.Div. 
'138-1899. 

Respe ctf ully, 

Ac t i ng Se cretary . 



Union gency 

Muscogee , I . T . 

March 27 , 1899 . 

Mr • ·N . Foreman , 

a g:> ne r, I • T • 

Dear Sir :-

Yours received in behal f of one Ellis Snow , who you say 

drew Old Settler morey fro m ne at Claremore and you wish a state

nent of that fact . In reply I will say that I do no t distinctly 

remember him but presum3 his statement is true . Tbe only copy of 

the Old Settler Roll 'wh ich I had in my office was destroyed by 

fire on t~ 2 3rd of last month and I am not able to refer to it 

in order to substantiate h i s statement to you . 

You further say that said Snow never drew h i s strip money 

because he was absent or out of the country at too time and you 

now want to know if he can get his strip money . You are advised 

that I lmow of no way by which h3 c an obtain his stri p money 

unless .be institutes suit against the Cherokee Nation. If ho -

ever, his name is upon t~ roll on which the strip money was 

paid, oo should make application to the Commissioner of India n 

Affairs and establish his identity by tm oath of t vvo di s i nter-

ested witnesses . I would not pay it at all as I have no funds 

in my hands out of which to pay same • 

Approved; 
J . Geo. v·lright , 

U . s .Indian Inspector. 
(Endorsed) Union Agen~ Press book 

Very respectf·ully , 
D. I\! . isdom , 

U. S . Inclian gEnt . 

no. 1. letter 37l. i us kogee , Okl • 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
vashing ton. 

March 31,18 99. 

1.Geor~e Wri ~ht, 

U.S.Ind.ian Inspector 
for the Indian Terri t or y, 

Musco~ee, I ni .Ter. 

Sir; 

I a m directed by the Secretary to inc~ose here with for 

your information a copy of de partmental lette r of the 25th i nstant , 

aidre ssed to tbe Principal Ch i ef' of t h e Cheroke e Nati on , r ·ela ti ve 

to payment of Warrant A-4, drawn on the "Hon . Secre tary of t he 

Interior United St a t e s." 

Re spe ctful ly 

Edward M. Dawson 

Ch i e f Cl er k . 

Ini.Ter. Div. 
738-1899. 

1 Inclosure. 

(Eniorsed) Union ~ency No. 88 Receive Apr 4 1 18 99 
.s.Inaian Inspector for I n di an Te rri t ory. Wash. Mar. 

Secretary.----Transmits co py of Dept. le tter to Chi ef 
Bat ion r el a tive to payme nt of warrant A-4. 

Of fice of 
31,1899 . 
Cherokee 

6o 



Editor Che ro kee Advoc a te, 

Tahlequ ah , I. T . 

S ir:-

Union Agency , 

Mus cog e e , I • T . 

Apr i l 3rd , l 899 . 

~I 

I enclose you .ber ewi t h a notic e of pa ymen t of Che r oke e 

warrant s , to be begun on t he 20th instant . Und e r t re J:ws of the 

Che ro kee Nation i t is r equired that this no t ice be pub lished i n 

th3 "Chero kee Advoc a te. tt 

~ill you ple ase ins ert i t in your issue of t h is we ek and 

of next week i n bot h the Engl i sh and Che ro kee languages . 

Approved; 

J .Geo. 'fri g ht, 

U . s .Indian I nsp ector. 

Very r espe c tfull y , 

D. M. - isdom, 

U. S . Indian Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union agenc.y press book no. 1-letter 448.Muskogee , Okla. 



Mr.J .A.Skipwi th, 

Ft. Smith, Ark . 

Dear S ir:-

Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T . 

April 4th , 1899 . 

Yours received. You are i n:forme d that I will be g in pay-

ment of Cherokee warr ants at the office of this agency on the 

20th instant. Publication through the press ha s been made o f 

what v;arran ts I will pay and by r eference to the sane you will 

see full particulars of t .00 payment. Said payment will be made 

at Muscogee and not a t Tahlequah . 

Approved: 

· J .Geo. frig,ht. 

U.s .Indian Inspector. 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. Jisdom , 

U. S . Indian Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book no. 1-letter 462 . Muskogee,Okla. 



Maik Bean, 

U.s. I. P., 

Evansville, Ark . 

Dear Sir:-

Union Agency , 

Mus cog e e , I • T • 

Apri l 8th ., 1899 . 

Enclosed I send you a letter from Erwin & Shackleford 

in regard to a saw- mill which they say is running a t Stil ell . 

You a re directed to investigate this matter and 

report the names of parties running said mill , and by wha t 

authority t.hey are rwmir:g it in tm Cmrokee Nati on , so that 

if becomes necessary this office c an take appropriate steps 

to rectify the matter am issue proper orders therein. 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. i ·sdom, 

u. u . Indian Agen t . 

Approved: 

J. Geo. ·/right, 

u. s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency - Muskogee ,Oklahana . Press book No. 2-
Letter 29. 



Mr. 1. H. Kornegay , 

Vinita , I . T . 

Dear Sir :-

Union .Agency , 

Mus co gee~ I . T . , 

April 13th, 1899 . 

Yours in reference to certain warrants mld by Mr . lm. E . 

Halsell , which you say have not been endorsed by the orig i nal 

payee or payees , has been received. You further state that Mr. 

Halsell is willing to give Dl3 a guarantee that these warrants 

are allright , but if he is forced to get the signatures of t he 

payees it will be next to impossible to do so , as by this time 

some of t~ parties are dead or have left the country . 

You are respectfully informed that if I make the pcyment , 

which I probably will do , I feel now , that in vie v of tbe i nstruc

tions from the Department , I would be unwilling to a ccep t any 

guarantee on the part or Mr. Halsell or any om else . It is my 

opinion at this time that I fould not do so Without further i nves

tigation . 

Under t~ ruling of t.be Department , t he disbursi ng officer 

must assume all risks and I am apprehensive - in fact I know , tha t 

I will be held to a rigid account for tbe manner of the payment 

in relation t o e very warrant . Personally I am disposed to 

ob l ige Mr. Halsell , whom I lmow to be a clever gentleman and 

entirely responsi bl.e , but as I am going out of office in a very 

short time , I do not care to ba.ve any suspensions or complications 

press book no . 2- letter 89 . 
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in my accounts hanging over me a f ter my retireme nt . Suspensions 

are always unpleasant and difficult to remove . This i s my 

experience in public office. 

Ver y r espectfully , 

D. M. ':i is dom , 

U . S . Indian Agent • . 

P . s . I would be glad to h3. ve Mr. Hal se ll corre down to the 

payment . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc.y- Muskogee ,Oklahoma . Press book. No. 2-
page 90-letter 89. 



Not a ry ub lic in Office at 11 times . 

Law office of 
F.M.SMITH 

Vi nita , I nd . Ter .,May l~th , l$99 . 

J • Geo • 11 ri g ht , 

U. S . India n Insp ector , f ar the I . T . 

Mus cogee ,I. T . · 

Dear S ir: 

Your f a vor of t he lOth i ns t . at hand . The facts of the 

cese re fe rred to in my l etter of r e cent date concern ing the sale 

of walnut t "imb e r , is a s fo l lows , to wit : 

Cherokee Nation . It -as c ut by a man by tre name of Beard , a t 

Tulsa, I.T. and was seized by t he sheriff , Dave Hare , of 'al i ne 

District , an d sold to J . B. Edwards and ' am Zeno . 

This ti mber was seized by t he sheriff and sold f or t he r oyalt y 

due tbe Che rokee nation , in May , 18 9? , at the baline Court House 

in said district . 

Zeno has sold this timb er t o- several parti es , out they auld 

not pay him for it, and co n se quen tly he did not .1D t them ship 

the timber out . 

Now , Zen o wan ts to know whe t her he , a Cbe rokee ci tizen , would 

be protected in shipping out t h is t imber himsel f . Before the 

recent l.a ~s passed b y Congre ss i n r egard to t he Terri t or y , Zeno 

would have had no hesitation in ship i ng it ou t , a s be would have 

been protected by the Cmrokee Governme nt . But whe t her or not 

his act was legal, is the question with h i m. He wou l d s hip none 

but what he bought at the Sheriff's; sale. 
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Please answer at your earliest convenie nce, and oblige , 

Yours truly, 

F.M. Smith, 

67 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l025 Received I ay 15,1899 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian. Terri tt>ry.Vin i ta, I . T.,May 13 , 1899 . 
F.M.Smi th.----Rela tive to walnut timbe r he ld by man named Zeno .----



a hle q u ah , Ind • Terry . , 

J une 1st . , 1899 . 

I .--Robb B. Ross , 'ecty to Tre a s urer of t m .he rokee a t ion , 

I ndian Territory , do solemnly swear t h '"' t I r e cei ved a nd r em it -

t e d to t he Un ited b t a tes Indi an Agent , Union enc , Indian 

Terri tor y , t ~ s um of ',1 432 . 84 the same bei ~ t he amount 

co llec ted in c ns h by m (a c ting un_der i nstruc t i o n s fro m t h e 

agent) on account of bo ard of pup ils and tea ch e rs of ma le 

female semi naries of t ~ Cherokee ~ati on, I ndian Territ ory , i n 

p a rt f or term co mmencing Feb . 13 , 1899 - - --

Robb B. oss . 

S rorn t o and ru bscri b e d be for e me th i s 5th day of J uly 18 99 . 

Leo n C • R os s • 

Notary ublic I~orthern Distr ict Indian 
Terri t ar y . Iy co mmi ssion expires 
'ep t . 21,1900 . 

{Endor sed) Union Agenc y No . 2 SCHOOL ~EU IDS S ~rn st atement 
a ccompanying r emittance of Robt . B. Ross e cy to TreQs of Che rokee 
Nation amount '?143? . 84----



Uni on Agenc y , 

Mus c ogee , I . T . June 6t h , 18 9 . 

L.C.Ross, 

Cashier Bank of Tahlequah, Ind . Terry . 

Sir:-

I acknowledge receipt , tilro ugh Col . D. ] • Visdom , late U.s. 

Indian Agent , of your communic a tion of the 3rd instant , i nclosing 

che ck for :-.1432.80, the same b e i rg on a ccount of funds depo s ited 

to the credit of t ' e late gent by D. • Li pe , Tre a sur er of the 

Cherokee Nation . 

Approved : 

J .Ge o • .!right, 

U. S .Indian Inspector . 

Ve r y r esp e c tfu lly , 

J . Bl air Shoenfe l t 

U. S . Indi an gen t . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No. 3 lette r 27 . r~up rogee ~ O -la. 



I:Ir. l'' . 11. S.mi th, 

Notary ublic , 

Vinita, I . T. 

Dear b ir:-

Union Agency , 

r"uscog ee , I . r.r ., J·une 9 , 1899 

I am in recei pt of a letter from t he Audi tor for the Inte rior 

Department , i n which he says ; 

"This office is in rece i pt of clai m of John Sar'1ders for 

~?188 . 75 being his share of the Cherokee . ut let Fund a· arded to the 

Cheroke e Freedmen , in .· hic.h he states th t h is nu..>nber on t h e 

Clifton Roll is 3245 , original pa ro ll 327 6 , supplemen t 1 230 . 

I find opposite these number on t he original pa - roll , t his 

note ; 'Is it duplic ate , 3845 , 4241? ' 

The name of John Sar'lders appears on this roll three times , 

and t here nould seem to have been a doub t e s to :-J ether one or 

more persons :-.e re repr esent ed thereby , end ou re , therefore , 

r equested to inform t his office if the n re sent cl aim is kno7 

by you to be a just one , and th t it s 10uld e )ai d . ' 

In a subsequent letter t he Au itor rri to s that t1e n-mes of 

the ·;i t nesse s to said application re Tesse Roeve and Geor -·e 

lashington, who made the ackno tledgemen t cfore · ou . 

As you are doubtless t iare , the rolls on file in t1is office , 

were destr oyed by fire on ]ebruary 23rd l as t , making the matter 

ot i nquiry as far as they are concerned , an i mpossibili ty , nd 

hence my communication to you . Any informa tion ou can se cu re for 

--press book no . 3 letter 60.--
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me on this matter , 1ill be appre cic.:. ted . 

Approved : 

J . Geo . i :right , 

Very re spectfully , 

J . l air uhoenfelt , 

u •• I ndi an .. gent . 

U. S . Indian I nspe ct or. 

( ndorsed) Union Agency Press Book no . 3 Letter 60 • . ~us ogee , la . 



John L. Brown, 

u.s. Indian Police , 

Vian, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

union Agency , 
Muscogee , I.T., June lOtp , 1899 . 

I am informed by Amos J . West of Red land , I . T. , that 

certain parties are cutting large quantities of oak and ash 

timber near that place and are rafting the same out of the 

country to Fort Smith . No timber can be lawfully cut and 

sold or shipped out of the country except what is cut in clear

ing prospective allotments of citizens for the purpose of plac

ing their land in cul ti"fl ation, in good faith . 

You will accordingly proceed to the locality indicated 

immediately and investiga~e this matter , and if you find the 

timber cut in violation of the 1 aw as above i ndicated , you will 

seize the same and hold it impounded in the custody of this 

7~ . 

agency and make full report thereon. You will also secure the nec 

essary evidence to warrant the u.s . Attorney in prosecuting t he 

parties, including the dates of viol ation and witnesses thereto . 

I enclose the letter of Mr. West for your information , 

which you will return with your report. 

Very respectfully, 

J. Blair Shoo nfel t 

Approved: u.s. I ndian Agent . 

J. Geo. Wright. 
U. S. Indi an Inspect or • 

1 encl. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Press Book # 3 , Letter # 69, 



Uni on .Q'ency , 

.!uscoe;ee , Ind . Terry., June l 4t h , l G99 . 

Arkansas " Oklaho a _ a ilr o ad Co ., 

Bentonville , Ark . 

o ir :-

J . 1. Bayle s s , President . 

I am in re ce ipt of your c omrnunic a t i on of t he lOth i ns t an t , 

i n which you inform me that ou have a pe nn i t _rom t he Honor able 

ecretary o f t he I nterior to make a survey acros s t he ~"~ ... lerokee 

a tion from 'outh :es t Cit y , .io ., to the KQns a s lin e near Cof fey

ville , ,.:ansas , und er the Act of Congres s approved I.:u.rch 2 , 1899 , 

and t ha t t 1e re gulat i ons outlined b t he Depar tment _a i ls t o f ix: 

t he price of land but that the matter is to be r eferr ed to me , 

and you a sk abou t ·hat t e p rice of lan d is likely to be in 

the Cherokee I ation . 

In reply , I ha ve to i nfor you t hat a s of yet I ha ve ear d 

nothing from the Departrrent in r eference to having g iven a p er mi t 

to the Arkansas and Oklahoma RaLlY ay to make a surve y throug? t he 

Cherokee Nati on , Indi an Te rritory . Ho eve r , should I be so ad

vised then you ·rill be informed . 

Se c tion 3 of the Act of larch 2 , 1900 , says in prrt :

"Before a ny railroad shall be constructed through any Jand , 

claim or improvement , held by individu 1 occup~nts or allottees 

in pursuance of a ny treaties or Ja 'IS of t e United 0 t a te s , c ompen

sat i on shall be made to such occupant or al lottee for all property 

to be taken or damave do n e b y r eason of t he construction of , u , 

--press book no . 3 l etter 136 . 
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such rai lroad . " 

I t then p rovides in case amic able a dj us en t c &n not be 

reached for the appointment by t he · e cr e tary of t he I nt er i or of 

a board of di s i ntereste d r e f e rees ilio s h al l appra i se t he land and 

as certa i n t he amount of damages done . In even t eithe r par ty 

i s dissatisfied l;ith the a a r d of t he board of r e f e r e es t hen an 

appeal by original peti t i on c an be taken to t he United Sta t e s 

Cour t for the India n Territory , vmere t he c ase shall be tried 

de n ovo and the judgment f or damages rendered by t 1e Court shall 

be final and c onc l u sive . 

Se c tion 5 of the sane ct provides t ha t a r' il road co ns t ruct

ed under the provisions of t e Act s hall pay to t he .Se cre t ary of 

the Inter i or, for t he bene f it of t he par ticular tribe of na tion 

through nhose land t he road ma y be loca te d , such annua l char ge 

as may be prescribed by t he ~ e cre tary of not ~ss t an f i f t ee n 

doll ar s for each mile of roa d , and e tc . 

You wi ll se, from the ab ov e t 1at it ill be necessar for t he 

Railway Company to p y t e individual occupan t t h r oug mo se land 

it passe s for t ne Je. nd it may t ake and f or s uch o t her damages 

a s it may do his property t hereby . You f i ll also no te t hat an 

annucl c 1arge of not JB ss t han fifteen doll ars p er ui le rri l l have 

t o be pai d to the Se cretary of t 1e Interior fo r t he bene ~it of t he 

tri be thr ough whose land your r oad may pas s . 

Very re s pectfully , 

J . Bl air 3 oenfelt , 

U. • Indi an en t . 

Approved : 

J . Geo . ·.Jr i ght , U. S . Indian Inspector . 
ndorsed ) Un ion Agency Press Book I o. 3 Lette r 136 . r :us l~ ocee , ~1a . 
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Union Agency 

1uscogee, I ndian Territory , June 19th , 1899 . 

c. H. Lee, 

Goodland, Kansas . 

Sir: -

I acknowledge receipt of your communication of the 16th 

instant, in which you give me a list of Cherokee warrants held 

by you. 

I have examined the same and discover that all the war-

rants held by you were issued in t he years 1897 and 1898. 

The Cherokee law requires that the oldest warrants in 

point of issuar ce shall be paid first . 

My predecessor, Agent Wisdom, has just completed a pay-

ment of certain Cherokee warrants . In making t his payment he 

followed the law just above mentioned . Of the "General " fund 

warrants he only paid such as were issued in 189 2 and up to May 3, 

1893. 

As to just when another p~ment of Cherokee warrants is 

to be made I am unable to tell you. The semi-annual interest is 

due on July 1st, and it may be that the Government will shortly 

thereafter use this money for the payment of their warrants . 

When it has been decided that another payment of their 

warrants is to take place a public notice to that effect will 

be issued. 

Very respectfully, 
J. Blair Shoenfelt. 

Approved: u. s. Indian gent . 
J.Geo. v right. 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 3, Press Book, Letter # 187. Mus~ogee . 



Uni on !.gene , 

·us cogee , ndia n Te rri tor 
' 

J une 19th , 1899 . 

c. H. Lee , 

Good l a:nd , Tr ansc.s . 

u ir :-

I a c kno rl edge rece i pt of our co nmun i ce-t i on of t he 1 t h 

i 1stan t , in ~ h ich rou -i ve r. e a l i st o hero k ee . rrents heJsl 

by J OU . 

I ave exami ned the same end d iscover t hc...t Ell t he mrr 2nts 

~elc b-r you -·:ere i ssued in the ye ar s 189 7 and 1898 . 

The Cherokee l a ·r re quir es t hat t he oldest arrants in point 

of issuan ce shall b e :pa i d f i rst • 

. :y predecessor , gent .. is dom , has just complete d & pa .ent 

of certain Che roke e v a rrants . In ak i ng this puyme.c.t ~1e o l lo -

ed t he la ·1 jus t c bove me nt i one d . Of the 'Ge ner ....., n fund .rc..rrcnts 

he only pa id such a s - ere i s sued in 18 92 o.nd up to .:ay 3 , 18 93 . 

As to just .:hen c....not her payme nt of Cherokee -arr an t is t o 

be made I am unable to t ell yo u . The semi annu al i nt eres t is 

due on July 1st, and it may b e t '1a t t he Governme n t ri l l shor tly 

thereafter use this money for t m ayme nt of t heir -r arrants • 

.. ·hen it has been decided that an o t her payment o f t hei r war 

rants is to take place a public notice to tha t effect .i l l be is sued . 

Ve ry r espectfully , 
J . Blair 0 oen 1elt , 

Approved : U . • I ndian Agen t . 
J.Geo. : ri ght, u . s .Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book no . 3 Letter 18 7 . r:us .. ogee , ll • 



Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I.T., June 20th, 1899 . 

Mr . C. R. Rider, 

U.S. I.P., 

Pryor Creek, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

Yours of the 16th instant received . In the latter part 

of your letter you state th at you have a lumber case to report , 

that you found at Adair t wo big piles of walnut lumber and 

saw two wagon loads coming into Adair . You also state you 

made inquiry and learned the mill was located wes t of Adair on 

Jryor Creek and operated by John Webb , a white non- citizen. 

77 

You will investigate this matter fully , and if you find 

that the lumber is being cut and removed in violation o1' the law , 

you will seize same and advise the parties that they must not 

cut any more of said timber. You will also gather what evidence 

you can, and make a full and complete report to this office in 

order that appropriate action can be t aken against the parties 

violating the law, and you will also hold said lumber in the 

custody of this agency until further advised . 

Very respectfully, 

J .Blair Sheonfel t 

Approved: u.s. I ndian Agent . 

J .Geo. Nright, 
u.s. I ndian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book # 8, Letter # 194 , Muskoge e . 



Union gency , 

I.:us c ogee , . T., 

June 2O th , 180.9 . 

Mr . c. R. Ri der , 

u.s .r .P., 
Pryor Creek , I . _ . 

Dear Sir :-

Yours of t he 16th i ns t an t recei c d . In t ho lat te r p~rt of 

your lette r you stc t e t ha t you have a lumber c ~se to r enort , 

t ha t you found c..t Adair t 1.7 0 big p iles of · lnut 1 ber <-<nd aa .. t .o 

wagon loads comi ng i n t o da i r . You al ::o state '~ou made i nq_uiry 

and learned the 11ill \,ns loc t e d .e st of dair on ryor Cr eek 

and opera t ed by John ·iebb , a .,,rb. i te ·non- citizen . 

You Will investigate this ma tter fully , and if you f i nd t hat 

t~ lumber is being cut and removed in violati on of the la ·: , ou 

ill seize same and advise the part i es th t t my must not cut 

any more of said t i mbe r . You rill also gather ha t e idence you 

can , and make a full · nd compl ete report to this office in orde r 

that appropriate a ction c ·n be taken ag i nst the p rties viol at i ng 

the la , an d you -;ill a lso ho ld said l tber in .1..1e custody of 

this agenc y until further advised . 

\ ery r espe ctfully , 
~T . Blair ·boenfelt . 

U. S . Ind i an gent . 
:pproved : 

J 4 Geo . :right , t . 3 . I ndian Inspe ctor . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No . 3 Le t t e r 1 4 . Ituskogee , Okla . 



Mr. T. B. Johnson, 

Baron, I.T. 

Sir:-

Union Agen cy , 

Mu sc cg ee , I . T., June 20th , 1899 . 

Your lett er of the 28th ins t ant received , in which you 

state you are not an Indian by blood , b ut an intermarri ed 

citizen. In t hat ease I cannot appoint you as I ndian Police , 

as the law requires the policemen t o be of Indian blood . 

Very respectful ly , 

J . Blair Shoenf elt . 

u •• Indian gen t . 

Approved: 

J.Geo. ri gh t. 

u.s. Indian I nspe c t or 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book # 3 , Letter # 322 , uskogee 
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Frank Smith, 

u.s. Indian Police, 

Braggs , I . T. 

Sir:~ 

Union Agency, 

Muscogee, I . T., June 21st , 1899 . 

If Mr. Ed Smith , a member of the Committee~r a 

Sunday School Picnic to be held on the place of I~ . Burrows on 

the 24th of this month , should request you to attend said pic

nic in order to keep peace on said day , you are authorized to do 

so, and you will not allow stands , fakirs etc ., to sell their 

wares if same are objec tio nable to said Committee . Mr . Smith 

informs me he vi. 11 pay you for said duty on that day. 

Should anything occur which you deem necessary tor eport 

to this office, you will do so i mmediately . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfel t , 

U. S . Indian .Agent . 

Approved: 

J .Geo. Wright. 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy Press Book, # 3, Letter # 214 , uskogee . 



Uni on ~·ency , 

\rus cogee , Ind . Terry ., 

June 23 , 189 • 

T. J . Lillard , 

I o- 1a- t a , Ind . Te - ry , 

.-, . olr :-

I am i n r eceipt of your ·co mmunicat i on of t he 7th instant , 

in rhich you i nfor m me t hat yo u ha ve a c l i ent \7ho 'J s born i n the 

Cherokee Na ti on and placed on the roll of 1896 , and t h at her r i gh t 

t o citi zen ship had be en passed upon by t he Da .res Corilinissi on and 

her name p laced on t he r oll as v~ary C. lbe rty , and yo u a sk hor 

( 

is she to proc e e d i n order to get her share or t he " trip' payment . 

I n reply , I have to say that if our c l i ent is a ci tiz e n of 

the Cherokee r a ti on by bl ood , then she s ou d ·.1a.ke a pplic t i on 

dir e c t to t be r_rr easur e r of t he Che ro l ee Nati on , a s he dis burse d 

the "Stripn fund t o ci t i zens by blood. 

If , howe ver , your c l i en t is a Cherokee Freed 1oru an and s h.e 

was enroll ed by t he Cli f t on- e r ens Co .. missi on and a s neve r dr<...e·rm 

her s h are of t .he p ayment , pplic at i on for s e s houl d b e made to 

the Commissioner of I nd i an ffa i rs , . .' ashington , D. C. T e Tre a s -

urer of t he Che ro k ee ~ati on a lso disbursed t o the C erokBe Free d-

men a porti on of t h i s fu nd , and i f s he is entitled to a hare of 

the sane , she should a l so make app lic a tion to hj_m for same . 

The rolls on which the I ndi an gent made p -~rme nt to herokee 

Freedman of the Chero kee Outlet Fund , some times call ,d the notri 11 

fund , were destroyed b y fire ]'ebrua ry 23 , 18 9 , and I a , t her efore , 

- - pre s book no. 3 letter 238 .--
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unable to s ay whether or not rour client 's name appears thereon . 

Approved : 

J .Geo • ·. rigtlt , 

Very r espe c tfully , 

J . Bl a ir ~'hoenfel t , 

U. • Indian Agent . 

U •• I ndian Inspe ctor . 

( dorsed) Union Agency Press Book r-o. 3 Letter 238 . r:uskogee, cla . 



Union Agency , 

Muscogee , Ind .Terry. June 24th ., 1899 . 

c. H. Lee, 

Good land , K as. 

Sir :-

Replying to your communication of the 22nd instant in 
' 

reference to the payment of interest on Cherokee warrants , r 

have to s ay that the payment of Cherokee warrants has closed . 

The late Indian Agent finished this p~ment on May 31 , 1899 , 

and his accounts have been submitted for examination and set-

tlement. 

I have no funds to my credit either to pay Cherokee 

warrants or the interest due t hereon . 

If, during the payment , you had presented to the Agent 

any warrants on which interest was due , the same would have been 

paid you. As required by Cherokee law , a notice of the proposed 

payment was inserted in t he Cherokee Advocate as well as in other 

papers, and it was not the fault of the disbursing off icer that 

warrants on which interest was due were not presented for payment 

of said interest. 

8J 

It is not known now jus t men another payment will be made . 

However, whe~ it is made due publicity of the same will be g iven. 

Further correspondence with me at this time on this sub

ject seems to be unnecessary. 

Ve~y respectfully, 
J.Blair Shoenfelt,u. s . Ind . gt . A~proved: 

J .Geo. Wright, Ind. Insp. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book # 3 , Letter # 249 . Muskogee . 



Union Agenc y , 

.Ius cog c e , nd . J..errt • , 
I 

June 24 th ., 18~;S . 

C. H. Lee , 

Goodl an d , Las . 

Sir :-

Replying to your co mmun ic at i on of the 22nd ins tent , in refer

ence to the payment of interest on Cherokee --vrarre.nts , I have to 

say that the pay ent of Cherokee 1arrcnts las closed . -~le lie 

Indi an Agent finis.Jed this pa~ rnent on .. oy 31 , l8S9 , and his ac

counts have been submitted for e~:amii1£,ti on and sett l eLent . 

I have no funcls to rJ cr~dit cit1er to --;;u.y Cherokee .:ur.~-c..nts 

or tbe i nterest due t l~re on . 

If , duri ng t1e payment , you had p r esented to the Agent any 

i.7arrants on which i nt e r es t Y <..< S due , the seEe 1ould :ave been pai d 

you . As required by Cherokee lai , a notice of t he reposed 

payment :ras i nser t ed in tbe C.-ero kee Advocate r s ·~.el l s in ot~er 

papers , and it -·.·as not t he fc. ul t of t he disbursing off ic er thc:t 

war rants on hich i nt erest ·r s due -.. e re not presented for pa" ent 

of said i 2teres t . 

It is not kno7n no· just ·.:mn ·not ~1e r pa-rment .,;i ll be aade . 

Hovwver , when it is made due :;ub lici t of the S" B ·.:ill be __.i on. 

Further correspondence -r i th me at t '1 is ti r1e on t h i s sub~e ct 

seems to be unnecessary . 
1 ery r espe ctfully , 

;; . Elcir c'hoenf e lt , 
Approved : u. · . r nG.it:n ~t;ent . 

J . Geo . ·.:richt , u •. => . Indian L1spe c tor . 

{ ndorsed ) Union Agency Press Book :~o . 3 Letter 24° . ·us.:ocee, Cklo. . 



Union J...,gency • 

1899 . 

c. H. tee. 

Goodland, Kaa . 

Rep lying to your communi cation of the 22nd. instant ,, in refe.r

enee 'to the pa)"l:fen t ot interest on C.he rokee ~ arre1nts , I ~ vo c 

I ndi an .Agent fints':te t' is .aynJB .. :]t on Ub.y 31 , 169. , o.."'Jd 10 o.c

oounts hav.~ b?en SUbmitted for e· :emina·~ion and S'!> t..~.l ... t c r .. · • 

or tl~ int€'res t d.ue t; ~ ~=-e on~ 

If, <luring the r~y~nt , you lk. d presel~ t e d t + ,.., r t:"'"'l' t a 
" "' - ""Q .. 

vr~rrants ~n Which inte~cst ·: r •-= dua a t.b.e cmc: i.ro ld 1 ,vc. -~ ~ e pai 

As required by C~rok e _ x ,. a notic 

p yn1en:t was :tnserted :tn t J~ Cherckee d.v,ooa ·o aR \Dll . :.J in ··ther 

JH.1!lers• and ~ t wa~ not tJ: e fault of tt e disburJing officer tha t 

warrants on which interPst waa due .oro not prosentod :':'o.r p :\lD119nt 

or sa14 interest. 

It is not known now just .. 1 1 b .::l.... c .. o.da . 

However. when it is made due publlol t y o:r -h~ ' ne :.111 v C g i e n. 

Further correspondence with llJ3 at this time on thin S' bject 

seems to be u~neeessary. 

Appro-veda 
J aeo . Wrigllt, u.s 

Vary respectfully, 
J . Bleir Shoentelt , 
u.s .Indian ~nt. 

Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No. 3 Letter 249 . .. Juskogeet Okla. 



Union ngency , 

1uscogee , I . T., June 30th, 1899. 

Hon . s . H. •Iaye s , 

Prin . Chief Cherokee Nation, 

Tahlequah, I . T. 

Sir: -

As all Indian Policemen must be reappointed on July 1st , 

that date being the beginning of the fiscal year , I have de

cided t o reapportion them among the several tribes of the agency; 

and in this reapportionment, there will be about eleven assigned 

to duty in your nation . 

In order that this may be accomplished as to best subserve 

the interests of both the Cherokee people and this Department , 

I would be pleased to receive suggestions from you as to the 

best places to sta tion these officers . Of the above nunber , 

seven policemen wi 11 be on duty in your nation after July 1st , 

(the others to be yet appointed) until otherwise arranged , as 

follows : 

Sergt . A. T. Akin, 'lestville 

Private John L. Brown , Vi an 

" John Childers, Claremore 

" George 'I • Edler s Braggs 

Shelly Keys , Coffeyville, Kas . 

C. R. Rider Pryor , Creek 

" J . B. Pettit , Edna , Kas . 

Very respectfully 
J . Blair hoenfelt . 

Appro ved : U. S. Ind ian ~~gent . 

J . Geo . nright , 
U. S . Ind . Insp . tr - s •• rnd . gency, Press Book 

~--------------------~M~u koge~ , 1K~ 

· 3 Letter 337 
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• cT . B. Pe ttit , 

..~!.dna , I a s . 

Un i on Agen c , 

· I us c og e e v • T • , 

J une 30th , 1899 . 

You have so far fail ed to send . ~o ur oath of of.1.ice , b i ch 

have to be filed i n t h is office before ·ou c an receive ~;our 

commis s i on as Indi an alice . You 'Till l so send your r.:.e asure r._,_ents 

in order tha t t .he pro e r size poli c e clothi ng can be ordere d o 

Ver- r espe ctfully , 

3 . Geo • • vr::big h t , 

U. s . Indian I nspe ctor . 

• lair Shoe nfel t , 

U. S . Indian ~gent . 

orsed ) Union Agency Press Book ~o . 3 Letter 329 . :.:us agee , l-la . 



Hon . s . H. rt ayes , 

Sir :-

Prin . Chi ef Cher o kee £at i on , 

Tah lequah , I . T. 

Union Age n cy , 

r.:us c ogee , I . T., J une 30th , 18 • 

As all Indi an Policemen must be re app oi nte d on Jul y 1st , 

tha t date be i ng t he begi nn i ng o f t he f i s c a l year , I ha ve decide d 

to reappor t i on t h em among t 1e several tr i b es of t he e.genc· ; and 

in this r e ap orti onment , t here vi ll b e c.bo ut e l e ven a ss i gned to 

duty i n your nati on . 

I n or de r t hat t h is ma be accom lJs led so c::. s to bes t subserve 

t h e i n t e r ests of bo th t he Che r oke e eo ' l e and t h i s De r tnc~t , I 

auld be ple ase d to re ce ive s ugge sti ons from you a s to t1e bes t 

places to s t ation t he se offic ers . Of t he c. bov e numb e r , s een 

policemen Jill be on duty i n your nati on afte r J ul- l s t , (the 

ot.hers to be ye t a:p oin t ed ) un til ot be r ·i s e ~: rra:aged , --s fol l o·--s : 

Serg t . A. T . iki n , . e s tville 

Private John iL .. Bro ·:n , Vi an 

" John Ch i l ders , Cl aremo_ e 

" Ge or ge · • :;_:-; l de rs , Br a ·g s 

" .3helly eys , Coffeyville , -:as . 

" C. • Hider , r y or Cr ee 

tt J . B. Pettit , ~dna , ~as . 
e r r e sre ctful l y , 

J . Blair (3 .hoe 

oved : . .s . Indian ent . 
J . Geo . ·~ right , U.s . Indian I 1s e cto r . 

rsed ) Union Agency Pre ss Book No . 3 Lette r 3 6 • . ~uc ~~obce~ ' · l c. . 



~he lly Keys, , 

Sir:-

U. S . I ndi an Police , 

Coffeyville , Kas . 

Union ... gency , 

lfus c ogee ~ I . T ., July 3rd , l8 9 . 

En closed here v-r i th is a letter frorn .l . l~r . ark l' nson elch 
:l. ' ' ' 

Ind • Ter ., i n 'Th ich he co mp l ains of par ties dig ging and haul i ng 

coa l f r om h is p l a ce . You •ill investigate this matter fully 

and ma k e r eport to this office , v i th return of letter , as soon as 

p ossi ble .• 

/h i le i n relch , you ill c a ll on Polly Johnson , a daugh ter 

oi' Sere na Kenne d y , who has vrritten t h i s office , complaining about 

one Th os . Ti ger , who seems to have sent her a notice to vacate 

her p l a ce . I v.r.rot e Tiger on J une 14th to notify this office by 

wh a t au thor ity ha s erved sa i d no tice and 1 1ba t c_laim , if any , he 

had u p on her p lace , but have rE;3c e i ved no ans··,e r to said Jetter . 

You ri l l f i nd out from her t b.e full par t i culars of her complaint , 

as her l et t ers are not ve ry i ntel l i gent to this office . lso 

make f ull r eport i n t his ma tter . 

Approved : 
J . Geo . : ri ght , 

U. S .Indian I ns p ector . 

Very re spe c tfully , 
J . Blair hoenfel t , 
u •• Indian Agen t . 

,ll_,._vrsed ) Uni on Agency Pres s Bool-{ · • 3 Let t e r 3'70 . Huskogee ~ kl • 

II 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI OR . 
Washingto n. 

United State s I nd i an Ins pector 

for t he Indi an Terri tor y, 

October 5 , 1899 . 

Muscogee, Indian Terr i t ory . 

Sir: 

Enclosed her ewith you will find a copy of permit given to 

the Kansas and Arkansas Valley Railway Company , allowing sa id 

company to t ake and remove gravel f rom t he bars and bed of Grand 

River betwe en t he meandered banks of said river as described in 

said per.mit, a nd also copy of t he bond gi ven by s aid railway 

company for t he faithful performance of its obli ga tions . 

You have been. heretofore advi sed in a letter dated Sept 

ember 23rd, t hat other parties will be al lowed to t ake gr avel 

from t h e bed of said viver, a nd per mit s may be issued to t hem 

upon the same te rms as that issued to sa i d rai l way comp any . You 

will forward each application to the Department through t he Com

missioner of Indian Affa i r s for approval . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
2811-1899. 
2 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 
Acting s ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc y # 362 , re ceived Oct . 14 , 1899 , Office of 
U. s. Indian Inspector for I . T. Washi ngton, Oct . 5 , ili899. s ec
retary, Sends co py of per mit for K & A -V R' Y to t ake gravel 
Cherokee Nat ion. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE IllTERIOR . 
Office of Ind.i an ffairs 

a.shington . 
January 4, 1900 . 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I ha ve the honor to tr ansmit be rewi th an act passed by the 

Cherokee National Council at its regular 1899 session , ap proved by 

the Principal Chief Dec ember 9 , 1899 , entitffid , 

An Act making an appropriation for the support of the Cher
okee Orphan Asylum for the scholastic year ending Decembgr 31, 1900 , 
and tor other purposes. 

The act appropriates the sum of $15 , 175 for the purpose of 

' paying salaries of the employes of the orphan asylum and for the 

current and contingent expenses thereof . It also provides that the 

teachers at the orphan asylum, ¢ale and female seminaries , and col

ored high school, shall p ay the same board per manth as is required 

by law for pupils attending the seminaries and colored high school 

and that every teacher having a child or children over f i ve years 

ot age boarding at said institution shall pay for board of each 

child over five years of age at the rate of $5 . 50 per month. 

The act appropriates the further sum of •iP l , 025 :for the pur

pose of insuring the or han asylum building against fire for the 

period of three years. 

The act authorizes the Princip al Chief to draw his warrants 

tor the payment of the sums appropriated upon requests from the 

Board of Educa tion. Inspector dright in reporting on t his b ill 

tates that vb ile he does not approve of the manner in which the 

yments are to be made , yet as the act is passed to carry out tl:e 

~ler·okee laws still in force, he recommends its approval. The ap-

91 
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propriations made by the bill are for t he purpos e of sustaining one 

ot the educ ational institutions of the Cherok ee Na tion and appear 

to be proper and correct . It is theref or e re spec tfully recommended 

~hat the ac t be submitted f or Executi ve action with the recommenda-

tion t hat i t be approved. 

Very respectf ully , 
Your obedient servant 

w. A. Jones . 

Commissioner . 

w.c.v.(L'I) 



DEPARTMENT OF T E INTERIOR . 
Vash ington . 

January 5 , 1900 . 

The President, 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit herewith , for executive action 

under the provisions of the Act of Congress a pproved June ? , 189? 

(30 Stat., 62, 84), an act of the Cherokee Nation , entitled " An 

Act Making an appropriation for the support of the Cherokee or phan 

Asylum, for the Scholasti c year ending, December 31st 1900 , and for 

other purposes." 

Said act appropriates tbe sum of $15,175.00 out of the 

Orphan Fund for the current and contingent expenses and the salar

ies of the superintendent and medical superintendent and te achers 

ot the Cherokee Orphan Asylum, and directs the Principa l Ch ief to 

draw his warrants for t he sums appropriated upon r equisitions issued 

by the Board of Education . The. act also requires the teachers at 

the Orphan a sylum, male and female seminaries and color ed hi gh schoo l 

to pay the same board per month that tbe pupils are required to pay 

tor attending said seminaries and high school ; also that each and 

every teacher having a child or children over five years of age 

boarding in said institutions shall pay f or the board of e a ch and 

eTery child over five years of age at the rate of $5.50 per month . 

The act also appropriates out of the Orphan Fund the sum 

ot $1,025.00 to insure the orphan asylum building against fire for 

the period of three years, and directs the Principal Chief to place 

said insurance in the lowest responsible company, and draw his war-

rant for the payment of the premium on the same. 

Said act was approved by the Principal Chief on December 9, 

It is recommended far approval by the United s t at es Indian 

9J 
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Inspector for the India n Terri tory, ani his recommend ation is con

curred in by the Commi ss ioner of Indian Affair~. 

I have, there f ore, to re coiiliil3nd that said act be approved . 

The letter o f the United St ates Indian Inspector and a 

copy of the report of t h e Commiss ioner of Indian Affairs: are also 

herewith inclosed. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
41-1899. 
3 Inclos~es. 

(Endorsed} Unlon Agency # 530 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hithhcohk 
Secretary . 



The President, 

Sir: 

DEP ARTlVlE Nr OF THE INTERIOR . 
vlash ington. 

January 5 , 1900. 

I have the honor to submit herewith for executi ve action , 

under the provisions of the act of Congress approved June ? , 1897 

(30 Stat., 62-84), Senate Bill Number Thirty-nine of the Cherokee 

Nation entitled "An Act providing an appropriation to aid the blind 

and indigent Cherokee Children at the School for the blind at Fort 

Gibson." 

Said act was approved by the Principal Chief of said nation 

on December 9, 1899. Said act appropriates the sum of $300 out of 

the School Fund of the Cherokee Nat ion for the benefit of the blind 

and indigent Cherokee children attending the Blind School at Fort 

Gibson, Cherokee Nation, and directs the Principal Chief to expend 

the same for such purposes as he may deem proper . 

The United St ates Indian Inspector for the Indian Territory 

states that the nation desires to c are for the blind and indigent 

children which are at said sdhool, which is otherwise entirely sup

ported by charity, and he recommends the a pproval of said act . His 

recommend at ion is concurred in by the Cornrniss ioner of Ind ian 1 ffairs . 

I have, therefore, to recommend that said act be approved . 

The letter of the United States Indian Inspedtor and copy 

ot the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs are enclosea 

herewith. 

d.Ter.Div. 
........ ..L.oo. 

closures. 

Respe;ctfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock , 
secretary • 

,~•orsed) Union agency # 531 received Jan.l6,1900 Office of U. S. 
Inspector for I. T. Wash. Jan.l0,1900 s ec. Cherokee Act to 

ind children at Ft. Gibson A~~ROVRO -
~~~----------~~~~~ 



Land 
308-1900. 

T~ Honorabla 

Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Washington, January 5 , 1900 . 

The Secretary of t~ Interior. 

Sir: 

I have t.OO honor to transmit herewith an act of the 

Cherokee Na ti anal Council passed at its special 1899 session 

spproved by the Principal Chief December 16 , 1899 , and entitled , 

An act directing the Treasurer to pay John Lovett his strip 
money and making appropriation for certai n ot·her persons herein 
naned. 

The act directs the Treasurer to pew John Lovett , a Cherokee 

orphan boy, resident in Sequoyah District , the per capita money 

retained for him un([.ler tie act of May 3 , 1894, no t withstanding that 

he has not attained his majority. 

Section 2 appropriates too sum of $265.70 for each of the 

following named persons, to wit , Rudolph Hummingbird , Thomas 

Shaw, Lena Shaw, and villi cm Meeks, who are Cherokees by blood 

end mose naes were omitted from the 1894 pay-roll. 

Inspector "/right reports and the preamble of the bill 

recites that John Lovett is an orphan in great need of too money, 

1n poor health, ani that he has no guardian. For that reason , it 

is desired to make the payne nt to him at this time, and Inspe c

tor Wright reports that tre names of t~ other persons were 

erroneously omitted from t..be 1894 pay-roll am that theY should 
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receive pe r cap it a money . T:Ie r e c ommends the approval of' t.he 

act. This of f i ce respectfully concurs in his recommendation . 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

. A. Jones , 

Cornmissiorer . 

w.c.v.(L'e) 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc y No . 5?4 Re ceived Jan 23 , 1900 Office 
of U.S .Indi an I nspe ctar for Indian Terri tory. Vashington , Jan . 
17, 1900. Secretary.----Cherokee Act to pay John Lovett per 
capita mone y APPROVED.----



DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTER! OR . 
vVashington . 

January 5 , 190 0. 

The President, 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit her ewith for exe cut i ve action , 

under the provi sions of the act of Congre ss approved June 7 , 1897 

(30 Stat., 62- 84 ), Senate Bill Number 1 3 of the Cherokee Nation , 

entitled "An Act maki ng an appro;ptT i ation for the current and con

tingent expens es of the Cherokee Advoc ate for the fiscal year end

ing Septemb er 30th 1900 , " as follows to wit : 

"Sa l ary of Editor , - - - - - - - - - - ~ 600 . 00 
Salary of Transl ator- - - - - - - - 300 . 00 
For pay of F'oreman $12 . 50 per week 
For pay of Cherokee Pri nter $10 . 00 per 

we ek . 
For i nk , paper , new t ype and rol l er and 

i nk- -500 . 00 
For Pressman- - - - - - - - - - - - - 200 . 00 
Re pa i r s on roof and othe r par t s of 

building.- - - 125 . 00 
~ood- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 30 . 00" 

The Princi pal Chief is directed to draw h i s warrants on t be 

General Fund for the s ame . 

Said Act wa s appr oved by the Princip al Chief on De cember 4 , 

The United St a t es Indi an Inspector for t he I ndi an Terr itory 

states that the "Cherokee Advocate" i s the official newspaper of 

said nation, containing t he proceedings of their Na t ional Council 

printed in both En glish and Cher okee l anguages , and circul ates f ree 

a.ODg ·the Cherokee citizens who cannot r ead Engl ish ; t hat it is the 

only means of information c oncerni ng Congr essional Leg islation , or 

h acts of the United St ates of f ice r s s t at ioned i n the Indian Ter

~~y, and he recommends that the act be approv ed . His r ecommenda-

is concurred in by the Commissioner of Ind i an ffa irs . 
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ere appears to be no objection to the provi sions of t his act , and 

I have, therefore, to r ecommend that the same be a pproved . 

The letter of t he United States Indian Ins~cto r and ro py 

ot the report of the Commi ssioner of Indian Af f airs are enc l osed 

herewith. 

Ind.Ter. Di v. 
31-1900. 
3 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hi tch cock . 

Secret ary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 529 received Jan . 16 , 1900, Of f ice of 
u.s. Indian I ns pe ct or f or I . T. Washi ngton , Jan . 10 , 1900 . 
Secretary. Cherokee ct for support Cheroke e dvocate ~PPROVED . 



(Copy) 
Befer in reply to the f ollowing : 
Land 
310-1900 

The Honorable 

DEPARTIJ.IENT OF THE I NTER I OR 
Office of Indi an Affairs ' 

Washingt on, ' 
January 

The Secretar y of the Interior . 

Sir: 

)60 

5 , 1900 . 

I have t he honor to transmit here with an act of the Cherokee 

Council passed at it s speci al 1899 session , approved by the Princi 

pal Chief December 20 , 1899 , entitled , 

An Act · o domicile the engi neer in the female seminary . 

The preamble to the bill recites that the good hea lth of the 

inm tes of the fema le semina r y demands careful attent ion; that a 

grea:t : deal depends upon the engineer of that institution and upon 

his careful a ttention at all times in order to avoid dangers hat 

may arise from t he bursting of p ipes and the breaki ng of other 

machinery. The b~ll provides t hat the said engineer s ha ll be re 

quired to live with in t he b ui l d i ng "so tha t he rna y be there at -n y 

and all times to prevent disas te r and avoid other damages that mey 

arise at any time from the burst i ng or pipes , brea king machinery and 

other dangers that may arise . " It also repeals a ll laws in conf lict 

with the a ct "except as to the s alar of said engi neer . " 

Inspector viri ght report s that this le gi ala tion appea rs desirable 

and for the benefit of the female seminary and recommends the approv -

al of the a ct. This offi ce respectfully concurs in Inspector 

Wright's recommendation. 

• C. v. (L' e } 

Very respect ful l y , 
Your obedient se rvant , 

W. A. Jones. 
Commissioner • 
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Endorsed) Union Agency No# 582 . Rece ived J an . 23 , 1900 . Off ic e 
f u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territor y . ""a shingt on , Jan . 

16, 1900. Secretary----Cherokee Act to domicile engi neer Fem l e 
Academy APPROVED . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 
WASHI NGTON. 

R. 

J anaury 5 , 1900 . 

The President, 

Sir: 

I ha ve t he honor to sub mit herewith f or exe cut i ve ac tion , 

under the provisions of the act of Congress approved June 7 , 1897 

( 30 Stat. , 62-84 ), Senate Bill Number 2S of the Cherokee Fat i on , 

entitled "An Act making an ap propr iation f or vt he def iciency . of the 

Cherokee Advocate." 

Said Act appropriates the sum of $93 . 36 out of the General 

Fund of said n ation in favor of Jo . R. Sequich i e f or the def i cien

cies of the Cheroke e Advo cate during t he l as t part of hi s admin is 

tration. Sa i d act was approved by the Principal Chi ef on De cember 

a, 1899 . 

The United St at es Indi an Inspector fo r the Indian Territ 

ory calls attention t o the report of the "Senate Cornmi t t ee on the 

Cherokee Advocate" wh ich represents tha t this cl aim was properly 

inves.tigated and found due t o the person named t here i n . He rec-

ommends tha t t he act be approved , and his recommendat i on is con

curred in by the Commi s s i oner of Indi an f f airs . I have , there

fore , to r e comraend tha t s a id ac t be appr oved . 

The letter of t he United St ates Indian Inspec t or an d copy 

of' the report of the Commissioner of Ind i an Aftlairs are enclosed 

herewith . 
Res:pe ctfully , 

E. A. Hi tchcock 
Ind. Ter. Div . Se cr etary . 
3 ·1900 . 
Z enclosures . 
Indorsed ( Union Agency # 534 received J an . 16 , 1900 Office of 
• B. Indian Inspector for I . To vashington , J an •. 1~ , 1900 . Sec
tary . Cherokee Act making appropriation for de f1c 1ency of Cherokee 
'Yooate APP.ROVED . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INrERIOR . 
Washington. 

January 10 , 1900 . 

Un1te4 States Indi an I nspector 

for t he Ind i an Territory , 

Mus co gee, Indian Terr itor ·y . 

Sir: 

The act of tbe Cherokee Nation ent it led "An Act making an 

appropriati on for the support of t he Cherokee Orphan Asylum , for 

the Scho las ti c year ending , December 31Et 1900 , and for other pur 

poses, n was approved by the Presid ent January 5 , 1900 , and tm 

same has been transmitted to the Commissioner of Indian ffairs 

for the file s of his off ice . 

You wi l l duly notify the Execu t ive Secretary of said 

nation of the appro val of s a id act. 

The letter of trans mittal to the Pres i dent and copy of the 

report of the Commissi oner are enclosed he rew i th . 

-
Ind.TI}r. Div. 
41-1900. 
2 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Acting Secr etary . 

(Endorsed) Union ~gency # 530 received Jan . 16 , 1900 . s ecret ary . 
ashington, J an. 10, 1900 . Cherokee ACt f or support of Or phan 

Asylum, APPROVED . 



DEP .ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
' ashington . 

J anuary 10 , 1900 . 

1ted States Indian Ins pector 

for the Indian Terr itory , 

Muscogee , Indian Terr itory . 

Sir : 

Senate Bill No . 13 of t he Cherokee Nation entitled "An 

ACt making an a ppr opriation f or t h e c~rrent and contingent expenses 

ot the Cherokee Advocate f or t he f i s cal year ending September 30th 

1900 , " was approved b y t he Pre s i dent January 5, 1900 , and the same 

has been transmitted to t he Commi ss i oner of Indian ffairs for the 

tiles of his office. 

You will duly notif y th e Execut i ve Secretary of said nation 

ot the action taken. .. 
The letter of transmittal to the President and copy of the 

report of the Commissioner are enclos ed here wi th . 

Ind . Ter. Div . 
31 1900 . 
I enclosures . 

Respec tful l y , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

Acti ng Secretary . 

) f 



Auscogee , I . T., July 9 , 1900 . 

J . George Wright , Esqr . , 

Sir : 

United Sta te s Ind i an Inspector , 
IJius cogee, I . T. 

As you a re aware , f or a long time past , acting upon your 

suggestion and reques t, the agents of the Missouri , Kansas & Texas 

Railroad Comp any a t stations within the limits of the Cherokee 

Nation , h a ve un i formly refused to receive hay cut from Cherokee 

lands for shipme nt until notified by the Inspector for the Chero

kee Nation , acting under you , that the royalty t hereon had been 

duly paid . 

During the present hay season , which is now at its height , 

the informa tion has come to the representatives of our road that 

a competitive railr oad , the St . Louis & san Francisco Railway 

Company , wa s sh i ppi ng hay out without regard to the a ction of 

ycbur Department , and that the H. K. & T. Railroad was not only 

losing a large amount of hay traffi c which legitima tely belonged 

to it , but wa s bei ng discrimina t ed against in other trafficl in 

which hay men and t hei r fr i ends were i nte r ested , bec ause of the 

action of our company in fo l l owi ng your suggestion and request as 

to refusing to ship h ay when they r oyal t i es have not been paid . 

You are further a ware that on the 19th u ltimo a prominent 

hay shipper , Mr . Fred L. Kelly , institut ed mandamus pro ceedings 

against the M. K. & ' · Railroad Company in t he United States court 

at Vinita , the purpose of which proceeding wa s t o compel the M. 

X. & T. Railway company to receive hay cut f rom t he Cherokee l ands 

and transport the same without regard toW1ether t he royalty had 

been paid or not . 

You are further aware that my opinion was tha t the col-

4.-40 
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lection of this hay royalty could not properly be enforced , and 

especially so when the hay was cut from the lands held by the 

Cherokee citizens, not exceeding the amount of their proportionate 

allotment and which they held for the purpose of taking out allot

ments. And in order that the pesi tion of your Department might be 

tairly presented to the court in this mandamus proceeding , I ad

vised you that I would be willing for the counsel representing 

you in this matter to argue this uarticular case from t he stand

point of your Department , and if I were called upon myself , I 

would frankly state to the court my own legal conclusions , sup

plemented with the fact that the company in following your request 

and suggestion in this matter was yeilding (Sic) to the views 

of the law officers of tthe Department as well as of the secretary 

in these royalty matters . I was especially anxious to have the 

court pass upon the merits of this controversy in this particular 

mandamus proceedi ng , and as it was understood that the District 

Attorney would repDesent the Department in this part icular ma~ter 

I consulted fully in the case with his assistant ~ r . sawyer , and 

al.so to limited extent with the District Attorney , and prepared'1 

my answer to meet the views of both these gentlemen, and it was 

filed in court. As you are aware the facts in the case had prac

tically been agreed upon, so the hearing of the matter on its 

merits could be e xp8dited , when the District Attorney raised the 

question that the court had no jurisdiction in mandamus proceedings 

in this class of cases, though I suggested that he should not in

aist upon the point, but let the court decide the question upon 

its merits. The question of jurisdiction, however, was insisted 

upon, and a demurrer was prepared by the District Attorney and 

to the court--I having signed the demurrer as prepared 
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by the District Attorney. This question of jurisdi ction of the 

court in this case was not suggested to me by either the District 

Attorney or his assistant during our conference about this case . 

I am now satisfied that the court will sustain the Dist 

rict Attorney in the position that it ha s no jurisdiction over 

this particular case , and it is probable that we can not hav e an 

early settlement of the questio~ of the duty of the railroad com

pany in this particular respect. And , ina smuch as the District 

Attorney stated in open court that the Indian Territory court of 

Appeals had held that the Inter--state Commerce Act was in force 

in this Territory, and that this proceeding , if at all , could 

only be maintained under the terms of tha t ct , and in such event 

the M. K. & T. Railway Company would be liable for a penalty of 

$5 ,00 0.00 in each instance where it refused to receive a hay ship

ment; as well as in view o f the further fact that if the H. K. & 

/ 0 7 

T. Railway Company continues to refuse to receive such shipments 

Without the royalties being paid t hat it will throw all the hay ship

ments of other classes of traffic, I would respectfully re quest that 

you withdraw the request that you have heretofore made upon the Lis 

souri, Kansas & Texas Railway company to refrain from shipping t his 

hay unless notified by your Department that the toyalty had been 

paid, and leave our company perfectly free to ship t his hay when of

fered to it. Neither our co mpany nor its officers have any desire 

to fly in the face of the Interior Department , and they have at all 

times endeavored to conform to the various rules, regulati. ons and 

practices of the Department as I believe both you and the Indian 

Agent and his predecessors in office will readily concede . But in 

View of the fact that the only opportunity we ever had to settle 
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his question in thS courts has failed b ecause of this question 

ot jurisdiction, and in view of t he fac t of the peculiar hardships 

that will f all upon us by fur t h er comp l yi ng with your request , 

L~respectfully as k that you wi t h draw the same . 

Trusting to h ave a prompt answer, as the hay season is 

fast passing away, a nd ea ch day means the loss of a large sum of 

money in traffic, I am, 

JW 

(Copy-WF 

Very respectfully , 

Clifford L. Jackson . 
General ttorney . 

Union Agency Press Book # 4 , Let ter # 40 - 43 . ruskogee , Oklahoma 

I 



DE PARTMENT QF' THE INTE 
OFF ICE OF U. s . IriDIAN INSPECTOR 

for ' 

R I 0 R 

IND L1.N TERRITORy, 

Mus cogee , Ind . T., 
July 10 , 190 • 

The Honorable , 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to report that in a recent mandamus case , 

brought by one F . L. Kelly against the Missouri , Kansas and Texas 

Railroad Company, the purpose of which was to compel the said 

railroad company to receive hay cut in the Cherokee Nation and 

transport the same without regard to whether or not the royalty 

on same had been paid , the action has been dismissed in the United 

States Court, for want of proper jurisdiction , therefore , in all 

probability, no further action will be taken in this matter . 

The Missouri , Kansas and Texas Ra ilroad company has here 

tofore complied with a request of mine, made in compliance with 

Department telegram of Octoberll , 1899 , wherein I was adv~ed: 
.. 

"You vd 11 request railroad comp ani es in the Indian Ter
tnot to accept hay f or shipment until royalty is p3.id .v Further 

advice will be gi. ven by letter . " 

The st . Louis and San Francisco Railroad company declined 

to comply with such request , and have shipped hay as offered to 

them, even in cases wher e they had been not:Lfi ed by the Indian 

Agent that the roJalty on such hay had not been paid, and that 

such hay was in the custody of the Agency. 

Under these circumstances, the Mi ssouri, Kans as and Texas 

lailroad Company, under date of the 9th instant (copy herewit h) 

that I withdraw the request heretofore made upon them to 

I 
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refrain from shipping hay unless notified that the royalty on 

same had been paid , and to leave their company free to ship hay 

when offered. 

In reply to this letter, they were a dvised by me , as per 

oopy herewith, that in view of the fact that the st . Louis and 

San< Francisco Railroad Company had declined to comply with a sim

iliar request, the request made upon their r ailroad was wit hdrawn 

until Slch time as the other roads in the Indian Territory s hould 

take action with reference to the request heretofore made upon 

them,-not to ship hay until the royalty thereon had been paid . 

In veiw of the fact that the mandamus case above referred 

to has been dismissed by the court , and therefore no further 

action will probably be taken , and as the action of the St . Louis 

and San Francisco Railroad Company has greatly embarrased this 

office in t he collection of this royalty , it being necessary to 

station men at the different points of shipment , causing constant 

annoyance and considerable expense , to constantly watch these hay 

shippers and prevent the shipment of hay upon which the royalty 

had not been paid , I would respectfully re quest that a communica 

tion be addressSd direct ~rom the Department to the s t . Louis 

and San Francisco Railroad Company, and sent through this office , 

renewing the request heretofore made . 

I am convinced that the Missouri , Ka ns a s and Texas Rail

road Company will co mply with a similar request whenever made , 

but do not desire to be placed at a disadvantage in this matter . 

I would respectfully refer to Department letter of Oct

ober 13, 1899, on this subject , wherein I am advised : 

"It is sufficient for the present to have the whole matter 

4-39 
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presented to the railroad co panies by you , with the request that 

they issue instructions to their agents not to rece ive hay for 

shipment until proper evidence is produced that s aid tax has been 

paid. The Department concurs in t he belief expressed by the ct

ing Commissioner, that the railroad companies vvi 11 comply with 

such request, and in case any of them refuse to do so , you will 

report the matter at once for further action by the Department . " 

As there are large quantities of hay now being shipped 

from t he Cherokee Nat ion , and as the shipping season will expire 

in from 30 to 60 days , I respectf ully ask to be advised in this 

matter at the earliest practicable date . 

If the railroad companies would comply with the request 

heretofore made {and whi ch they did for a short time) thefe would 

be little or no trouble for all concerned , but unless they do 

so, it will cause constan t trouble , annoyance and expense for me 

to collect the royalty on hay shipped . 

J.G. w. )Me) 

Very respec tfully , 

Your obedie nt servant , 

u.s . Indian Inspector , for the 
Indi an Territory . 

Union gency Press Book # 4 , Letter 37 - 39 , Muskogee , Oklahoma . 

If/ 



E PA R T M.E N T OF THE I NT ER I 0 R. 
VASH I NGTON. 

The United S t a tes Ins pector 

for the Indian Terri t or y. 

Sir: 

Octo ber 1 2 , 1 900 . 

The Departme n t i s in receipt of your r eport , dated the 14th ul

timo, upon the applicat i on of the Claremore Tele phone Company for 

permit to erect a line co nne c ting Claremor e with cer ta i n places in 

the Indian Terr i tor y and making an advers e r ecommend at i on t 1iereto . 

The Commiss ione'r of Indi a n Affa ir s f orwarded your said repprt 

on the 6th instant , wi th a reco mmend a tion that said Company be "re

quired t o secure t he des i red f ranchises th r ou gh Congress i onal en-

actment. 

The Department co ncurs in t he views exp r essed by you and t he 

Commissioner, and has s o advis e d said Compa ny th i s day . 

Ind. Ty .Div., 
3368-1900. 

espe c tfu lly , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

Acting s ecret ar y . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 1 201 Rec eived Oc t . 1 5 , 1900 . ff ice o f 
. s. Indian I nsp ector for r . T. ~ ash i ngton , Oct . 1 2 , 1900 . sec

retary, Claremore Telephone Co. must s ecure fran ch ise by Congres s
ional enactment. 

I I • 



Land 
60803-1900 

The Honorable 

Departm.ent of the Interi or , 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Vl ash ing ton , Dec . l7 , 1900 . 

The Secretary of the: Interior . 

Sir: 

There is enclosed herewith a report dated Dec . 6 , 1900 , 

from Inspector /ri ght , submitting for Executive action an act 

of the National Council of t re Cherokee Nation , approved by t he 

Principal Chief Nov.24,1900, en.titled , tt.An Act granting to Fred 

McDaniel a tel.ephone franchise and for other purposes . " 

The act first provides that Fred McDaniel is grant ed tbe 

privilege to "erect , maintain , and operate a telephone line from 

too north lire of too Cherokee Nati on near the town of Caney , 

Kansas, parallel with the Kansas , Oklahoma Central and Southern 

Railroad to its terminus a t Owasso , I . T., and tl~nce in a souther

ly <l.irection from Owasso , I . T., to a po i nt on the south line of 

said Cherokee Nation near the town of Tulsa , I . T.; also begin

ning at the town of Nowata , I.T., on t.m Kansas and Arkansas 

Valley Railroad in a v..re sterly direction to the town of Bartlesville 

and t~nce west to the east lire of tre Osage Nation , " and further 

that the privilege g ranted shall be in force for t he period 

of 20 years. 

T.he act then provides that all rights there unde r shall be 

forfeited unless McDanie~, "his associates or assigns" commence 

t~ construction of said line within one year from the passage 

1566 
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and approval t hereof. 

The act further provides that after the tel.ephone line shall 

have been constructed , s aid McDaniel , tthis associates and 

assigns," shall Pi Y to the Treasurer of the Nation , to be pla ced 

to the credit of the school fund , 2 1/2 per cent of the net 

earnings of said lire • 

It is then provided that 'd . D. Hicks is grant e d a franchise 

to erect a telephone line from Stilwell , I . T., to Ta hlequah , 

I.T., and from Tahlequah to the line of the Creek Nation ne a r 

the town of Vagoner , s aid telephone lire to be subject to t he 

conditions above mentioned . 

Inspe ctor Wright i nvites attention to office lette r o f J an . 

29,1900, in reference to the application of J • • Breedlove 

for a permit to co nstruct and o~rate a telephone line through 

the Creek, Cherokee and Choctaw ations , I . T. Breedl ove desired 

to construct and operate a long distance telephone line under 

the proVisio ns of t te act of arch 2, 1899 ( 30 tats ., 990) through 

the Cherokee Nation, extending from For t Smith, Arkansas , to 

agoner, in the Creek Nati on . Also a line from Muldrow to 

connect With several towns in the Cho ctaw Nation and from al-

lisaw to Southwest City, Missouri . In said office letter r ela

tive to the application of Mr . Breedlove , it was held th at , 

Prior to the passage of said Act of arch 2 , 1899 , it had 
been held by t h is office in a considerable number of cases that 
neither the office nor t.he Secretary of t.he Interior had power 
or authority to grant a right of way across Indian r eservations 
or Indian lands for tre co nstruction of telephone and telegraph 
lines, and that authority to grant such a franchise resided only 
With Congress. This posit ion of tbe office ha s been strengthened 

1566 
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by the passage of t l.e Ac t of Congress of February 9 1899 
(30 Stats .,834) authorizing the Mi ssouri and Kansas

1
Te1ephone 

Company to co ns truct and maintain a line and offices for 
general business purposes in and upon the Ponca Otoe and 
Missouria {S ic} re servations in the Territory of Oklahoma . 

In connection With this mat ter , the attention of the Depart

ment is invited to office report of October 6 , 1900 , transmit

ting Inspector lright ' s report of Sept . 14 ,,1900 , relative to the 

application af t he Cla~emore Te1ephone Company , of Indian Terri 

tory , for a penni t or charter to construc t a telephone line from 

Claremore , Cherokee Nati on , to Tulsa, in the Creek Nation . In 

that report , the holding of t h is office in the Breedlove case 

above quoted was also quoted and it was stated t ha t the office 

was unaware of any reason why the ruling should not be adhered 

to an d it was recommended that tte "Claremore Company be required 

to secure t h e desired fran chise through Congressional enact

n:ent . n Depar1ment letter of Oct . l2 , 1900 , concurred in the 

views of this office . 

The Inspector rec ommends the disap proval of tbe act . The 

office concurs in the, Inspector ' s recommendation , for the rea

sons above g iven , a nd t herefore recommends t bat the act be submit

ted to tn, President wi th the request that be disapprove it . 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

·· . A. J"one s . 

Commissioner . 
G.A. W.{L' e ) 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . l566 Received J"an . 8 , 1901 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. ·fashington , Jan . 3 , 190l , 
Secretary.----Cherokee Act to grant Fred McDaniel telephone fran-
chise , DISAPPROVED.----

' 
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Cherokee N. 

SEN TE BI LL N0 . 34 . 

AI' ACT :W.I.AK i l~G N APPROPR I 1-1T I ON T 0 P Y CERTAI N CL · I HS AGi· I FS T TEE 
CHEROKEE NAT I ON • 

-*-*-*-*- :1i' -*-* 

WHERE s , c e r ta in persons ha ving claims agai n s t the Cherokee 

Nation ha ve pre sent ed t h e s ame to t m Na ti onal Counc i l for p a yment ; 

and 

1iHBRE S , said c l aims ha ve be e n report ed favorable by the Com-

m1ttee on Cl a i ms t o whic h t hey were r e f erre d , THEREFO~E , 

BE IT ~lLH.CT "D BY Tlill ~TATI ON.1 1..L COUNCIL : That there be and is 

hereby appropri ated F ive Hun dred and S ix Dollars and Fi fty - fi ve cents 

($ 506.55 ) out of any money be l ong i ng to the Genera l Fund , not other 

wise ap pro priat ed , t o pa y t he f ollowi ng named persons the amount set 

opposite their names , and t he · ri n e:i:pal Chief is he r eby authorized 

and directed to draw his war rants a ccording l y : 

Rober t Czarnikow - - - ---- - - - - ~ 1 20 . so , 

Mr s . N. s . ru cCair ,--- --- -- - 43 . 00 , 

Tee ce y Chambers ,----- ---- - - 53 . 50 , 

Joh n Brantley ,-------- - - - -- 200 . 00 , 

Sam Sh ar b l e ,----------- - - -- 1? . 50 , 

J. Cal eb s tarr ,---------- - - ?1 . 75 • 

.Approve d by T . J' • • Buff i ng ton , rin . Chie f , Dec . 8 , 1900 , 

~pproved by ~ i lli am : cKi n1ey , 
President of the Un i t ed J ta t es . 

De c ember 2? , 190 0 . 

See D-1599 . 



uena te Bill ~umber Ei ght . 

An Act ak i ng an ppropriat i on for the Current nd Cont i ngent 

Expenses of t he Chero kee dvocate , for the f i sca l year ending ovem

ber 19 , 1901 . 

BE It Ena ct ed b y the Na t i ona l Counc i l : 

That t her e be and t here is he reby 

appropri at ed the sum of t wo t hou s and nine hundred , six dollars ( 9 2906 

0 0) to meet t he curr ent and contingent exp ens es of the Cherokee 

Advoca te for t he year ending ovember 19 , 1901 , as follo s to wit : 

Sal a r y of Ed i tor ••••••••••••••••• ~. 600 . 00 
Sal ary of Trans l at or ••••••••••••• 350 . 00 
Pay of Engl i sh Printer ••••••••••• 600 . 00 
Pay of Cherokee Pr i nter •••••••••• 480 . 00 
Ink , pape r , t}~e , ro l lers etc •••• 500 . 00 
Sa l ary of Pressman ••••••••••••••• 250 . 00 
\load ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 30 . 00 

And the Pri nci pa l Chief i s hereby directed to draw his arrant s 

on the Genera l Fund , a ccor di ngl y , upon t he re quisition of the ~diton . 

Be It Fur ther Ena cted : 

That the ~d i t or of t he Advoc te , be and he 

i s authorized and empowe r ed t o exchange any ol d t pe i n t he Advoc te 

Off ice for any new type hich he may deem ne ces s ar y . 

Approved ovember 24 , 19 00 . 

T . ~ G BUFFI JGTO~ 

Principal Chi ef Cherokee r t i on . 

Appr ov ed by 

·lm• McKi nley 

Dec . 20 , 1 900 . 

S ee D- 1 5? 7- 1 901 

157'1 



Refer in reply to the following : 

Land. 
61922-1900 

DBP RT JlliNT OF THE ll~TERIOR , 

Of fice of Indian Affairs , 
Va s hi ng ton , 

December 20 , 1900 . 

The Honor able 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have t he honor t o transmi t here wit h a re port n:a de on Dec . 

12, 1900, by J . Ge or ge tlri ght , u. s . Indian Inspector f or the 

I ndian Terri t or y , transmitting an act o f t he Che rokee Nat ional 

Council approved by the Princi pal Chief Dec . 8 , 1900 , entitled , 

"An Act providing for the definiency at the Colored High School 

and for other purp os es . rr 

The ac t appropr i a tes the sum of ~;3 66 . 42 "t o pay f or the cur -

rent expenses of the Co lored Hi gh School from the 30th of Sept em-

I } '6 

ber to December 31 , 1900 ; n the furthe r sum of ,4'~ 42 . 50 t o_ pay " l lf s . 

M. L. Logan f or services as Fi fth Assis tant Teacher a t the ~le 

Seminary during the f all t erm of 1900 1 rr and the still fur ther sum 

of ~363.33 "to pay the defic i ency o f the Fema le Seminary f rom 

October 1, 1900, to January 1 , 1901 . " 

The Inspector referre d this b ill to Superintendent of Schools 

John D. Benedict , who r~orted tha t the app ropriat ions were 

necessary. The Inspcector therefore r e commends the appro-va l of the 

act and this offic e respectfully co ncurs i n his recommendation '• 

• c. v. (L'e) 

Ve r y respect fully, 
Your obedient servant , 

·:; . A. Jones . 
Commi s sioner • 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No .l598.Re ceived Jan . 8 , 190l . Office of U. s . 
Indian Affairs . (Int .Dept. Jan.5,190l. · eturns appr oved Cherokee \ 
act providing for the defi ciency of a t the colored Hi gh s chool . ) 



D :1!. ART ~2 NT OF TH E I N T E R I 0 R . F • 
. ASHINGTON . 

December 20 , 1900 . 

The President. 

Sir: 

I have the hono r to submi t herewith f or executd.ve 

action , under t he provis~ons of the act of Congress approv ed 

June 7 , 1897 (30 Stat ., 62 - 84) , an a ct of the Na tiona l Council 

of the Chero kee rat ion ent itled nAn Act making n appropriat i on 

for the current and cont i ngent expenses of the Cherokee Advoc a te 

for the f iscal year end i ng November 19 , 1901 . " 

ua i d a ct makes an appropr i ati on of ~2906 to meet the 

current and conti ngent e~ense s of t he Cherokee Advocate for the 

fisc a l year endi ng Nov ember 19 , 1 901 , in the several amounts 

set out in the body of s a i d a ct . It a l s o authorizes the editor 

of the Advoca te to exchange any old t 'rpe in the office of said 

paper for any new t yp e vm ich he ma T cons id er ne cessar y . 

The United St ates Indi an Inspe ctor f or the Indi an 

Territory recommends t ha t s a i d a ct be approv ed , a nd the Commis

sioner of Indian Affairs concurs i n s a id r ecommenda t ion . 

The United St a tes Ind i an Inspect or f or t he Indian 

Territory recommends that s ai d a ct be approved , and the Commission

er of Indian Affairs concurs in s ai d recommendat i on . 

There appearing t o be no va lid ob jection to s a id a ct 

I have to recommend that the s ame be approved . 

The letter o f the Inspe ctor and copy of the report 

of the Commissioner of Indian Aff a irs are enclosed her e "th . 

3 enclosures. 
Ind.Ter.Div. 
4152-1900. 

1517 

Respectfully, 

' . A. Hitchcock. 
Secretary. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 15??.Received Jan . ll , l90l . Off ice of u •• 
Indian Inspector far Indian Territory.Washington , u . C., J an . 4 , 190l . 
ecretary----Cherokee Act ~r oviding for expenses CHEROKEE ADVOCATE, 

APPROVED. 



Land 
6lg32-l900 

The Honorable 

Department of the Interior , 

OFFICE OF I NDI AN AFFAIRS , 

/ash ington, Dec . 20 , 1900 . 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit here with a report made by 

J.George Vright, u . s . Indian Inspe ctor for the Indian Territory, 

on Dec.l2, 1900, transmitting an act of the Cherokee National 

Council ap prove d by tbe Principal Chief Dec . 3 , 1900 , entitled , 

"An Act loc ating a school in Cooweescoowee district . tt 

The act p rovides that a primary school shall be loc ated in 

the district mentioned , one mile west of Bear Timpson Place , 

known as Pawpaw School, and provides t hat the Board of Edu cat ion 

shall only locate the sch ool provid~d far in case a school now 

in operation in said district fails to make the required 

average. 

The Inspector r eferred the a ct to Superintendent of 

Schools. ,.Benedict, vbo recommended its approval and t he ·Inspector 

concurs in Supt.Benedict's recommendati on . 

This office respectfully concurs wit h Inspector vlright in 

his recommendation fo.r the approval of tbe act . 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant , 

• A. Jones. 

Commissioner. 
w.c.v.(L'e) 

1563 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T , R I 0 R. 

Wash i ng ton. 

December 22 , 1900 . 

The President . 

Sir : 

I have t he honor to submi t herewi th for exe cutive 

action , under t he p r ovi si ons of the a c t of June 7 , 1897 {30 

Stat. 1 62-84} , an a c t of the National Coun cil of tm Cherokee 

Nation entitle d "An Ac t to establish another prima ry school, 

in Tahlequah a nd Del aware Distr ic ts , Cherokee Nation . tt 

Said a c t declare s t hat the Cherokee Boar d of Edu ca

tion be and t he s ame i s thereby au t hor ized and directed to 

locate primary s chools , one at " co ld springs on clear creek , 

in Tahlequ a h Distri ct , " and one at tbe mo uth of Dry Creek in 

Delaware District , Che ro kee Nat i on ; t.ha t said schools shall be 

governed by the s ame rules and regu l ati ons as othe r primary 

schools in the Cheroke e Nati on . It als o directs too Board of 

Education to_ loc a t e s chools , on e a t ·Elln Grove in Fl i nt Di str ic t , 

one at Bethel Chapel in Sequoyah Distr ic t , and one at Lum Lee ' s 

in Goingsnake Dis,trict; with a proviso t hat said Board may 

loa ate said schools only in case a s chool i n t he district 

s.ha.ll have failed to ma ke t.l::e average re qu ired by l aw and i s 

discontinued on account t hereof . 

T.he Superintendent of Schools i n I n di a n Terri tor y , 

to whom said act was r eferred by t.OO Indian I nspe c tor for the 

I ' ;'JJ 
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Indian Terri mry, r ecommends t ha t tre same be approved , for the 

re a so"n t hat t be p opulation of s aid nati on "is t o some extent 

of a nomad ic charac t er , " ~ich make s it nece ssary t o occas i onal

ly disco ntinue cer t ai n s choo l s and e stablish ot her s . He also 

expre sse s t be op i n i on t ha t it vo uld be be tte r to l eave the 

matter of l oc ating new s chool s to t he Cher okee Board a nd the 

United St ate s Supervi s or, and cal ls attenti on to too f'act th a t 

the l aws of t.be Cherokee Nati on vests t h i s power i n the Council . 

The Ins_pe,c tor conc ur s i n t he re comme ndati on of the 

Superintenden t t hat said a ct be appr oved , and his recommendation 

is concu rred i n by the Commissione r of I ndian Affairs . 

There appearing to be no val id objection to said act 

I h ave to r e co rnrnend that th e s ame be appr oved . 

The letters of the I nsp ec t or and Super i ntendent and 

copy of t he r ep or t of the Indian Of f i c e are enclosed herewith . 

Ind.. Ter. Div. 
4224-1900. 
4 enclos:ures. 

Re spe c tfu lly , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acti ng Se cretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l564 Received Jan . B, l 90l Off ic e of 
U.S.India n Inspector f ar I ndi a n Terri tory o ashing ton,J~ . 3 , 19 0l , 
Secretary.----Cheroke e Ac t t o establish pr i mary school 1n 
Tahlequah and Delaware Districts , APPROVED Dec. 22 ,1900 .----



DEP RTMENT OF TEE I IT IOR . 
~ a s h ington . 

December 26 , 190 0 . 

The ~resident. 

Sir: 

I have t h e honor t o submi t herew l th for executive action , 

under t he pr ov i s i on s of the a c t of Congress approved J une 7 , 1897 

{30 S t a t., 62- 84) , an a ct of the Jat i onal Coun cil of t he Cheroke e 

Nation enti tled " An c t mak i ng an a ppropr iat ion to pay cert a i n claims 

against the Cherokee 1ati on . " 

Sai d a ct reci t e s that cer tain persons who have cla im s aga i nst 

the Cherok ee Nat i on pr esented t he s ame t o t h e ·~ational Council f or 

payment a nd t h ey wer e reported favorab ly by the Commi ttee on Cl aims 

to which they were referred . Th e axt appropr i at e s $506 . 55 fr om t h e 

general f und t o pay t he p ersons n ame d t herein t he amounts s e t oppo-

site their res pe ct ive names , and au th or i ze s the Prin c i pa l Chi ef to 

draw h is warrants a c cordi ng l y . 

The United S t a tes I ndi an I nspector re commends tha t said a ct 

be ap prov e d, an d h i s re c ommend a t i on i s conc ur red in by the omrnis 

ioner of Indi an f f air s . 

There a ppe ari ng to be no v al id obj ection t o said a c t I have 

to recmrunend t ha t t he same b e approved. Th e let ter of the Ins pec to-r 

and copy of re port o f t h e Commi ssi oner of Indi an f fa i rs ar e enclos

ed herewith. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
4:125-1900. 
S enclosures. 

Re s pec tfu lly , 

Tho . • Ryan . 
Ac t i n g s e cr eta r y . 

Union li.gen cy II 1599 r eceived J·an. 14 , 1901 Offi ce o f 
S. Indian Inspector f or I. T. Was h i ngton, Jan. 5 , 1901 . S~ c - . 

tary. Cherokee Act to "Pay cert a in cla i ms a ga i ns t Ch e r okee ·~ a t 1on . " 
OVED. 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R . 

Washington . 

Unite d S t a t e s I ndian Inspector 

for t h3 I ndian Terri tory , 

Mus kogee , I • T • 

Sir: 

J"anuary 3 , 1901 . 

The act of the Cherokee Nation entitled "An Act locating 

a school i n Coowees c oowee District , " approved by the Pr incipal 

Chief December 3 , 1900 , was transmitted by you December 12th 

and by the I nd i an Off ic e December 20th. 

I am dire c ted by the Secretary to inform yo u that sai d ac t 

was approved b y t~ Presi dent December 22 , 1900 , and r eturned 

this day to t he I ndian Office fo·r its files , and to enclose 

hereWith depar tmental le t ter t o the President and co py of 

report of t re Indian Off ic e , f or pr oper disposition . 

Ind.. Ter. Div. 
4223-1900. 
2 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

Edward M. Dawson 

Chief Clerk . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l563 Re cei ved Jan . 8 ,1901 Off ice 
of U.s .Indian Inspector f or I n di an Terri t ory . ashington, Jan . 
3~1901, Secretary.----Cheroke e Act l ocat i ng school i n 
Cooweescoowee District, APPROVED Dec 22 ,1900. 



Authority 700 79 Department of t he Int er ior . 

vVash i ng;ton , 
1 pr i 1 17 , 19 0 l • 

Commissi oner of Ind i an ffairs . 

Sir : 

The Depar t ment is in receipt of the report of t he =ct i ng Com

missione r d ated .pril 15 , 1901 (Finance 17861-1901) , upon a communi 

cation f rom Sp ecial Inspector Zevely , da ted arch 30 , 1901 , wi t h 

whi ch he submitt~d a co py of Cheroke e warrant No . B- 81 f or '!? 1 , 200 . 

dCA ted December 5 , 1896 , payab le t o the order of ~· . M. Gul ager . 

The .1 c ting Commissioner states tha t sa id warr ant was pr Pvi oul y 

report ed by the Inspector in connection with warrants B- 79 , 80 and 82, 

as ha ving been fraudulently is sued , with t he reco mmend a t ion that it 

ought not t o be paid until the present holder produced unequivoc al 

evidence that he was an i nnocent ho lder thereof f or a va luab le con-

siderat ion . 

The Inspe c t or states that the evidence transmitted with his 

letter , incl udi ng t he origina l che cks for ~?690 . and $60 respe c t i vely , 

paid fo r sa i d war rant, seems to be entirely su f f icient t o est ab l ish 

the fact that Mr . w. w. Hast i ngs , t he present owner , is an innocent 

holder for valuabl e consider at ion , wi thout notice of any fr aud or 

~aint upon the warrant at t he t i me of purchase , and therefore recom

mends that the Indian Agent , Union Agenc y , Indi an Terr itory , be instr -

ucted to pay said warrant . 

The Acting commissioner s t a t es that the three other warrants , 

B•79 , 80 and 82 , were reported to t he Departmen t by the In~pe ctor 

on February 4 , 1901 , with e vidence that the holder was innocent of 

heir fradu1ent character when he pur chased t hem, and tha t the De-
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partment on February 25 , 1901 , gr a nted authority for their pa~~ent . 

e also stu tes that the evidence submitted i th warran t 8 1 

appears equally satisfactory ¥dth that submitted with ¥arrants 79 , 

80 , a nd 82 , and justifies payment thereof to u-r • • 1. ' • Hastings , the 

present holder , and he approves the Inspectors' recommend a tion "that 

the U. s . Indian gent , Union gency , I . T., be authorized to pay 

said warrant just as he pays other regularly and properly issued Cher-

okee warrant s to whi c h no except ions have been taken . n 

Th e Dep:i rtment co n curs in the Inspector ' s r ecommenda t ion, and 

you will a dvise t he Ind i an ge nt a c cordingly . The papers transmitted 

by the Insp ector ar e encl o sed . 

Very res pect f ully , 

Thos . Ryan . 
cting se cretary . 

(End or s ed) Union Agenc y # 2095 re ceived Apr . 29 , 1 901 ffice of u. 
B. Indian I ns p ecto r f or I . T . ·ashington , pril 25 , 1901 Commissioner . 
Transmits co py o f De pt . l(etter re l . Cherokee warrant B 81 , together 
with other papers , to be forwarded to .agent . 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
l SHINGTON. 

2384-1901. 

United St a tes Indi an Inspector 

for t he Irrl ian Terri tory , 

[uskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

June 20 , 1901 . 

On June 11 , 1901 , the Department referred to the Indian 

Office for report and recommendation a co mmunicat ion and its 

inclosures from the Department of Justice , relative to the 

request of J. G. Rucker that the United s tates ttorney for 

the Northern District of Indian Territory file a bill in equity 

on the part of the United tates to restrain certain pers ons 

trom erec t i ng telephone lines through the Cherokee ation . 

On the 15th ins tant the Corrunissioner repor ted that the 

Hon. D. T. Flynn on February 20 , 1901, referred to his of f ice the 

application of the Claremore Telephone Company for a franchise 

for telephone lin es in · the Indian Terri tory ; that this applica

tion not being in regular form was returned nunder date of ~-arch 

2, 1 901 , with the inf ormation that regulations were then being 

prepared under section 3 of t h e act of Congress of l:Jarch 3 , l Ol . t' 

(Public No . 137); that on March 25 , 1901, -r . ·Rucker reque.sted 

blanks for applicat ion for telephone fr anchises under said act ; 

that on April 19, 1901, there were forwarded to him and to ~ . 

2333 
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Flynn co pies of the regula ti or s prescr ibed under said act · t hat 
' 

on June 7 , 1901 , 1r. Flynn transmitted a co mmunication from .. .r . 

Rucker , addressed to h i m, reci t ing that the writer had made a 

survey of a line over 1hich he proposes to erect a telephone line , 

and for which he had made applicat ion to the Department , and re 

ferred to his communications of February 20th and r.;arch 25th ; that 

after filing his applic at ions h e had a surveyi ng corps of men 

survey t he pro posed line , and that they are no w at ~ ork maki ng 

a map to conf orm with the requirements of section 3 of said act ; 

that the facts are that "Rogers- Johnston- Campbell Comp any" a s soon 

as they foun d th at he was making this urvey began t he erec t ion 

of a line over the same routS for whi ch he had made applica tion . 

The Commission er states that inclos ed in t he last mentioned 

communication is a letter from v. I . '"ornegay to .rr . Rucker , 

dated May 31 , 1901 , as follo s : 

"Yours to hand . · r . Soper upon looking over his i nstructi ns 
claims that the 1: ttorney General has directed hi m not to bri ng 
any civil suits on behalf of t he United St ates except upon an 
order from him or the Solicitor General , and he says he has \ Tit
ten for permission and a s soon as he gets i t he will file i t . 
Johnston was here yesterday as I t h ink , at least Johnstone of Bar 
tlesville was here . It may be th a t they are f i guring also . 

He also states that his office has received fro ~r . ucker 

a communication of April 23 , 1 01 , a cknowledging receipt of \ is 

letter of April 19th , in which it is stated that t he writ er is 

preparing to comply with the rules "for mak i ng applicati on f r 

telephone line from wagoner to Kansas line near Coffeyville" ; 
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that on ray 31 , l 901 , "r . Rucker stated that he had been at 

work surveying t he ro ute as required in the regulati ons issued 

by t he Department , and coi'1p l ained be cause the Rogers - Johnston

Campbe l l Company has commenced to erect a line over t he same 

route for wh ich he a,lleges he had made a p plica tion ; tha t t he 

follo wi ng telegram was rec e ived from J . • Campbell and .J ill 

Johns t on on •ay 31 , 1901 : 

"In matter of grant ing pr ivilege to constru ct telephone 
line Coffeyville to t . Gibs on respectfully ask hearing . ~· e 
are work i ng in good fa ith under grant made by Cherokee council . 
If ne cessary will gl adly comply in ac t . arch thi rd and regula
tions of Dept . " 

To wh ich his off i ce the same day r eplied as fol l o s : 

"Re pl y i ng to your telegram t wenty - n inth , there is nothing 
of record in this office regarding your telephone operations 
in t he Cherokee Nat i on . Hence your tele gram is not understood. " 

The Comr i ssioner also states that ·r . ucker has not f iled 

formal app l ic ation in h is office f or permi ss ion to survey or con 

struct a t ele'phone line in t he Cheroke e at i on ; that neither rcr . 

Rucker nor the parties against whom he en t ers complaint have any 

ri ght t o be c onduc ting su~veys f or tel ephone l ines in the Indian 

Territory . 

The Acti ng Attorney General request s an expres sion of the 

views of t he Department a s to the advisability of authorizing 

the United St ates attorney to sign and f i l e the b ill in equity 

copy inclosed with h i s co mmunic a tion. 

S33 
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that on rvay 31, l 01 , .:r . ucke r s t ated that he had been at 

work surveying t l e r out e as r equired i n the re gul at i ons issu ed 

by t he Dep artment , and co . pl ai ned be cause t he Rogers - Johns t on

Campbell Company has commenced to ere c t a l i ne over t he same 

route f or wh ic h he a,l l ege s he had made appl ica tion ; tha t t he 

f ollo Ni ng telegr am wa s re ce ived from J . • Campbell and .J il l 

Johnston on r.Iay 31 , 1901 : 

"In mat ter of grant i ng privilege t o construct telephone 
line Coff eyvill e to t . Gi bson r es pe ct ful ly ask hearing . , e 
are working in good fa i th under gr ant made by herokee council . 
If necessary will gl ad l y compl y i n ac t . ar ch thi rd and regul a
t i ons of Dept . " 

To which his offi ce t he same day r eplied a s fo l l ows : 

"Replying to your t elegr am t wenty - n inth , t here is nothing 
of record in t h i s of f i ce regardi ng your t el ephone opera t i on s 
in the Cher oke e at i on . Hen ce your t elegr am i s not understoo d. " 

The Commissioner also s t a t es t hat ·r . ucker ha s not f i led 

? 

formal applicat ion in h is off ic e f or permi ss ion t o survey or con

struct a telephone l i ne in t he Cheroke e Hat ion ; that ne i ther I.~r • 

Rucker nor t he pa r t i e s aga i ns t whom he en t ers compl ai nt have any 

ri ght to be c onduc t i ng su Eveys f or t elepho ne lines in the Ind i an 

Territory. 

The Acting Attorne y General r equest s an expression of t he 

Views of the De partment a s to t he advi sab ili ty of authori zing 

the United St a tes a ttorney to s i gn and f i l e t he b i l l in equi t y 

copy inclosed with his co mmunic a tion. 

2333 
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Under t h e circumstan ces you are directed t o advise all 

parties concerned that t hey mus t di scontinue attempts to sur

vey or construct telephone l i nes in t he i ve Civilized Nat i ons ; 

that until their cl aims are adjudi ca ted and au t hor ity procur ed 

from the Department , and any further disregard of the law or 

regulations will h e deemed su ff icient to warrant the Department 

in taking adverse a c t i on upon an y applic at i on t hat may be here

after submitted b y them, a nd you will make every proper eff ort 

to see tha t t hey do no t disregar d t he se instruct i ons . 

The Department of Jus tice ·ha s be en i nformed that the e-

partment will withhold expressing any opi n i on as to the question 

of the Department of Justice authorizing the Uni ted s tates at 

torney to sign and f ile t he bi ll in equ i ty , unt il the epart

ment is further advised by you in t h e matter and after you have 

consulted the United St a t es attorney. 

Respe c t f ull y , 

Tho s . Ryan. 
Ac t i ng ecretar y. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 2333 r ecei ve d Jun 27 , 1901 off ice of 
U. s . Indian Ins pector f or I . T. ashington , June 20 , 1901 . 
Secretary. Directs that all par t ies discontinue s~rvey a~d 
construction of telephone lines in t he Indi an Terr1 t ory w1th ut 
authority . 

I I 
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DEP ART11El T F TI E INT~R IOR . 
Office of the a ssis tant ttorney Ga neral . 

Ind • Te r • D i v. 
3697- 1901 . dASHil GTO • 

The Secretary of t he Interior , 

Sir: 

0e ptember 23 , 1 901 . 

You have re quested an op.inion as to the proper construc t ion 

of section three of an ac t of the Cherokee nat ional Council of .uec

ember 9 , 1899, approved by the Pres ident of the United s t ates Jan

uary 11 , 1900 , wh ic h reads as follo ws : 

That inasmuch as it is greatly i nconvenient both to the dis 
bursing officer appoi ted by the e cretary of t he Interior and the 
holders of warrants to pay and collect the intere s t promptly on 
all warrants issued against the several funds of the Cherokee rat
ion because of the great number of days upon which interest falls 
due , the Secretary of the I nterior , or t he disbursing officer ap
pointed by him , is authorized and empowered as soon after the an
nuities due the Cherokee ation on January 1 , 1900 , from the united 
States are placed to t ' e c redit of the Cherokee Ta Jion , as practi 
cal to advertise and pay a ll intere st accumulated on all arrants , 
whether for a year or less , issued upon t e several funds of the 
Cherokee r ation , and t he interest on all warrant s shall annually 
thereafter be pa id on t he same day of t .~.~ e mont h of each successive 
year advertis e d as aforesaid . 

It seems that April 28 , 1900 , was fixed upon as the day for 

the first payment under the provisions of said ac t , advertisement 

was made accordingly and interest was paid upon al l warrants pre -

sented whether the y had run for one year or less . hen ad vert i se -

ment was made for the payment on ~pr il 28 , 1901 , there wa s insert 

ed the following . 

The interest on all warrants issued prior to pril 27 , l , 
Will be paid . Interest , ill not be paid on warrant s issued subse
quently to that date for t he reason that it is not deemed to be 
due , and these warrants should not b e presented . 

The correctness of this course having been quest i oned the 

matter was referred to the disbursing off ic er for report and re 

commendation . He expressed the op inion that the act in question 

lS 
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does not con templ ate the payment of interest until the expiration 

of one year from t he date of the warrant . The Commiss i oner of 

Indian Affa ir s does not concur in this view but says -

.., 
.., J 
J 

For con~Veni enc~ it appears that t he .agent , Union ; gency , was 
authorized to advert1se payment of interest accruing up .1to April 28 . 
1900 , on Cherokee warrants issued prior to t hat date , whe ther such 
warrants had run f or one year or less . 

This a pp ears to have been in accordance with t he provisions 
of t he act ref erred to ; and I fai l to understand how the act can 
be construed oth erwise : th an that future payments should be made 
in the same manner ; that i s that interest due on all warrants shall 
be paid annu all y t o the 28th of Apri l of each year , whethe r such 
interest s hall have r u n for one year or less . 

The act exp ress l y prov i des for t he payment of all interest 

that had accumulated .on the day f ixed for tha t purpose whether it 

had then become du e under t he terms of the warrant or not . There is 

nothing to indicate that any differen t p l an was to obt a in in sub-

sequent years . The provis i on is that "the interest on a ll warrants 

shall annually t he rea f ter be paid on t he same day of the month of 

each succe s sive year ad ver t i sed as aforesaid , u and not that it shall 

be paid on such warran t s as may have been outstanding for at le ast 

one year . It se ems clear that it wa s intended t ha t the course to 

be pursued in succeedi ng years was that providedfor t he f irst year , 

that is , nto a dvertise and pay al l interest accumulated on a ll war 

rants whether fo r a yea r or les s , n and said a c t should be so con-

strued . 

The papers submitted are here Jith returned . 

Interior Department , 
Septe~ber 23 , 1 901 , 

Approve d: 
Thos . ·Ryan , 

Ve r y respe c tful ly , 
Fi rst ssistant ttorne y . 

Ac ting s ecretary . · 
{Endorsed) Union Agency # 2813 recieved O c ~ . 5 , 1 901 off i ce of In-
dian Inspector for Indi a~ ~errito~y . ' as h~ng ton , Oct . 2 , l l . com
Missioner . Transmits op1n1on o f ~ irst s s 1stant · ttorney GeDeral 
relative to pa yment of Cher okee Warr an ts . 



D E P A R T 1{ E N T OF T 
vASHIHGTON. 

I N T E I 0 R. 

I . T. D. 
4303- 1901 . 
4699-1901 . Oct ober 25 , 1901 . 

The United S t a t es Ind i an nspe ctor 

f or t h e Ind i an rrer r it ory , 

:.uskoge e , I . T . 

Sir : 

On Oc t ober 10 , 1901 , you a cknowle dged r eceipt of a com

munication from • H. Gre aves , of Via n , Che r okee r at i on, I . T., 

referred to you by the apart ment on September 30 , 1901 , for 

report . Gr ea ves ' l e t ter , addr essed t o t he ~ e cre t ary of .Jar , was 

referred t o hi~ t o t he Departmen t . Grea ve s re quest s "authori ty 
. 

to drill a mi li t ar y b and as amuseme nt fo r the countr ytt . 

You sta te that you have no i nformat ion co ncern i ng Bre aves ; 

tha t t he to wn f rom whi ch he ·r i tes has a popula tion of abovt 300 ; 

that you are not famili ar wi th t he rul es and regul ati ons of t he 

'; ar De par tment co ncerni ng t he organization of mili tary bands , but 

suggest t h at Gre aves be ad vis e d tha t , so fa r as thi s Department 

is conc e rne d , t here c ould be no obje c t i on to his dr i lling a b an~ 

as proposed . 

Rep OE·ti ng on t he ma t t er on October 21 , l _t]l , the . cti ng Com

missioner of Ind i an f f a irs concurs in your re commendat i on. 

The Depart ment al so concurs , and you are r eque s t ed t o advi se 

Gre aves accordingl y . 

A copy of t he ACt i ng Commi ss i one r ' E l etter is inclo s ed . 
Re spe c t f ully , 

l inclosur e . 
( En~orsed ) Union agency # 2926 
U.s . Indian Inspector f or I . T. 
Approves report concerning R. H. 
ary band ; directed to advise h im 

E. A. i t chcock , s ecre t ar yo 
rece ived Nov . 1 , l Ol o off i ce of 
vas hi ngton ct . 25 , 191 1 . s ecr etar y 
Gre aves re quest to drill a mi lit-
accordi ngl y . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H 1 I N T R I 0 R, 

I. T. D •• 
1372-1900. 
File 252-18 98 . 

a shing to n . 

The Unite d Sta tes Indian I nspec tor 

for the I n dian Terri tory , 

Muskog e e , I . T . 

Sir: 

December 16 , 1901 . 

T..he Dep artment is i n r e ce i pt of yo ur c ommunica ti on dated 

J anua r y 15 , 1 900 , i n c l osing a commun ica ti on f r om t he rinc i pal 

Ch ie f of t he Ch e rokee Nati on pr o t e s t ing agai ns t t he paymen t 

of a ny of the tri bal moneys for t m sala ry of t he Supe rvi s or 

of Schools in t he Che ro kee a tion and th:l p ayment of a ny 

portion of t'h3 salary a nd e xpenses of the Genera l Superint endent 

of Sc hools in t he India n · Terri tor y . 

You s tate t hat the Pr i nc ip a l Chief ob je c ts to t he con

struction p l a ce d by t he Dep ar t ment on Secti on 19 of too Curt i s 

Act, under wh ich yo u were infor med , by depar t mental letter of 

Octobe r 26, 18 99 ,. t hat payment wa s au th oriz ed to be made to 

the Supervisor of Sch ools i n t he · creek nat i on and t ba t t he 

same ruling would a pply i n t he Che r okee Nat i on . 

The Commis s i om r of I nd i a n Affair s f orwar ded your communi 

cation on Janua ry 22, 1900 , without an y r econrrne nda t i on . 

The De p a r t men t sees n o re ason f or changi ng its ruling 

heretofore made r e l at i ve to t he payrre n t s of the sal ary and 

e "Y"ne "'-"L-.. h 1 . t h c~.o.~ rokee ati on 
'"':t' nses of ur;Ji e Supervisor of Sc oo s 1n e .L.J.t::, 

and for the payment of t he proport ionate share of t be expense s 

and part of the salary of t h e Supe r intendent of Schools in t he 

1118 

I 



-2-

Indian Terri tory, and t~ same vill be continued as heretofore 

unless modified by subsequent a greemen t or a ction by t he 

proper legislative authority. 

You are authorized to so inform the Pri ncipal Chief of 

the Cherokee nat ion . 

espectfully , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 3198 Received Dec . 2l ,l901 Office 
of U .s.Indian I nspe c tor , for Indian Terri tory . - ashington , 
Dec.l6, 1901. Secretary .----Authorize d to inform Prin oChief , 
of Cherokee Na tion t hat the De partment adheres to former 
ruling that his nati on should pay expenses of wupe rvi sor and 
proportionate share of Sup t . of Schools .----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

. Washingt on 
I.T.D.l368-l902. . 

United States I ndian Insp3 ctor 

for the I nd ian Territory , 

Musko gee , I . T . 

Sir: 

February 2? , 1902 . 

The Depa rtment is in receipt of a report from the com

missioner of I ndian Affair s for war ding a communication from the 

u. s. Indian Agent , Union Agency , inclosing a letter from the 

Principal Chief of tbe Cherokee Nation asking aid in behalf 

of the needy Cherokee Indians . 

Reference i s made to the action of t he Cherokee Nationa l 

Council at it s last se ssion in pas sing an act p roviding for a 

per capita pa. :yment to the Cherokees for t he purpose of relieving 

those who were in the drouth-stricken district of the nation; 

that on account o f a discrepancy between the amount appropria ted 

and the amount available the act was vetoed by the President , and 

the nation left wi thout means of ·aid for those in distress . 

It is further stated t hat those Cherokee Indians requiring relief 

are full-bloods and reside in the eastern part of the Cherokee 

Nation; that they are farmers , their chief crop being corn , 

and that in the locality wher e s aid Indians live the corn crop 

was an entire failure , leaving tre I ndians without any thing 

to teed their stock and ·f amilies, and placing them in a posi

tion where it is absolutely imposs i bl e for them t o make a 

orop tor the coming season without as s ist ance ; that s a i d 

Indians are in destitute circumstanc.es and ba ve already 
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undergone great suffering , and that they number more than 

one thousand. 

The Principal Chi ef makes an earnest appeal to the agent 

requesting that a sufficient sum of money in the Sub -Treasury 

be withdrawn to supply the immediate wants of said Indians . 

The Agent reports that the books of his office show that 

there are now about $30 , 000 to the credit of the Cherokee 

Nation arising from the collection of royalties since the 

passage of the act of June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495) . He refers 

to section 19 of said act forbidding the pa~ent of any moneys 

on any account whatever by the United States to any of the 

tribal government s , or to any officer thereof for disbursement , 

and directing that wpayments of all sums to members of said 

tribes shall be made under direction of the Secretary of the 

Interior, by an offi cer appointed by him" Reference is 

also made to t he action of the Department making payment from 

the Cherokee f unds f or expenses incurred in the suppression of 

the spread of smallpox among t~e Cherokees , and the Agent 

expresses the opinion that a like disposition could be made of 

said funds f or the benefi t of the destitute citizens of the 

nation. Attention i s al so called to the fact tbat the Principal 

Chief expresses the opini on t hat the National Council of the 

Cherokee Nation wo uld gl ad l y make an appropriation for the 

destitute citizens, but to do so would require an extra session 

and it would t ake cons iderabl e time i n order to have an act passed 

and daly approved so that t he money could be made available . 

The Agent also ezpresses the op inion t hat it would be an easy 

matter for him to a s certain Who are ne edy and i n destitute 
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circumstances ; t hat a list could be made of all such persons 

and the money paid t o them on proper vouchers under such 

rules and r egul at i ons as might be prescribed by the 

Department. The Agent urges that the relief requested be given 

if it can be l egally done . 

The Commi ss i oner in his report expre s ses the opinion 

that the money now on hand derived from royalties is available 

for the pur pose of relieving the distress and starvation of the 

destitute and needy Cherokees ; that there are about $33 , 000 of 

this fund to the credit of the nation on the books of the 

Indian office . He suggests that this money could be placed 

to the credit of the u. s . Indian Agent , Union Agency , Indian 

Territory, t o be paid by him to those who required it on the 

presentation of proper credentials showing their need of help 

and their i nabi lity to furnish their own support; that if s aid 

• author! t y i s gr an ted , it should be done without dela y so as 

to prevent f ur t her distress , as all reports tend to show that 

the situation i s serious . He recommends that the u. s . Indian 

Agent, Union Agency , Indian Terri tory , be authorized to 

expend $30,000, or so much thereof as may be absolutely 

neces sary , being a par t of the moneys now to the credit of 

the Cherokee Nation on the books of the Indi an office , derived 

trom the collect ion of royal ties , de signa ted "Indian Moneys, 

Proceeds of Labor, Cherokees , " in the per capita payment to 

needy a:nd destitute Cherokees , " about one thousand in number , 

for their relief, upon proper showing as to their destitute 

condition; said pa yment s to be made along the lines suggested 

by the Principal Chief and t he u. s . Indian Agent . 

? 
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The Principal Chief states that "A restriction could be 

placed on t he amount each family should receive each month, and 

onl y the amount fixed would be paid them each month . In this 

way a f a i r and just distribution could and would be made , 

and no one not in abso)ute need would be paid . " 

The Department concurs in the recommendation of the 

Commissione r, and $30 , 000 of said fund will be placed to the 

credit of t he u. s . Indian Agent , and you will advise him 

that he i s authorized to pay not· exceeding five dollars per month 

to each member of the family who shows to his satisfaction that 

such member is in need of relief from s~id fund . In case 

it .shall be ascertained that the number of Indians requiring 

relief exceeds the number of one thousand , estimated by the 

Principal Chi ef , then the amount to each Indian should be 

proportionat ely reduced , it being the intention to expend not 

more than $5, 000 per month of said fund in the relief of said 

Indians. 

You will cooperate w.t~h the Agent in causing said relief 

to be made a s soon as practicable . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secre tary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 3614 . Received Mar . 5,1902 . 0ffice of u.s. 
India n Inspe ctor f or Indian Territory . Washington , Mar . l , l902 . 
Commiss ioner.---Transmits departmental letter relative to payment 
ot money for r el i ef of destitute Cherokees . 



Refer in reply to the following : 

Land. 
18178-1902. 

The Honorable 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indian Affairs , 

Washington , .April 5 , 1902 . 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report 

made March 25, 1902 , by Inspector Wright , relative to the 

matter of t he payment to the full - blood indigent Cherokees 
I 

of certain moneys for the relief of such full -bloods . 

The Inspec tor states that plans are being perfect

ed to pay only such Indians as are upon the rolls now being 

prepared by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , and 

that it is believed in making the payments considerable as 

sistance can be rendered the Commission in procuring the 

names of certain full-bloods , and he says "prepara tions are 

now under wa y to carr y out the plan as outlined, cooperating 

with the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes a s f a r as 

possible, to induce full-blood Cherokees to enroll , and as 

1D truct1ons concerning the payment have been issued , it 

1& suggested tha t no furtmr instructions at this time are 

necessary." 

The Department on April 1, 1902 (ITD- 2214 ) advised 

the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes that it was not 

thought best to use force or coercion in mak ing this pay

ment and inducing full-bloods to enroll, but rather to 

3885 
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use pers.uasi ve measures . If , as appears from the Inspector, s 

letter, publ ic notice bas been given that payments will be 

made to only those full - blood who enroll , the office be

lieves that it might be well to direct the Inspector and the 

Commission to issue and publ ish new notiees recalling the 

notices the ret ofore issued . 

wcv 
n 
Inclosures. 

Very respectfully , 

Your obedient servant , 

•n . A J :1 • ones . 

Commis sioner . 

(Endorsed}Union Agency No . 3885 . Received .Apr , l5 , 1902 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory .Washirgton ,April , 9, 1902 . 
Secretary----Re lative to disbursement of Cherokee Relief fund and 
cooperating wi th Dawes Commission . If notice has been issued that 
payments will only be made to Cherokees who enroll, it should 
be recalled a nd new notice issued . 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE 
WAffiiNGTON. 

I N T E R I 0 R. 

I.T.D. 2626-1902. April 28 , 19{)2 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory . 

The Department is in receipt of your report da ted April 19 , 

1902, rel ative to the payment to destitute Cherokee Indians , and 

requesting that the expenses attending the disbursement of said 

money be paid from the Cherokee funds . 

The Acting Commissio ner of Indian Affairs forwarded your said 

report on April 24th-J. and reoomn:euds that the United s tates Indian 

Agent for the Union ~gency , Indian Terr itory , be instructed to pay 

the parties whose services were authorized by the Department and 

the actual necessary traveling expenses of par ties engaged in making 

payment lbo destitute Indians , from the fund : "Indian Moneys , Pro

ceeds of Labor, Cherokee," as recommended by you and to submit vou

chers there f or to the Indian Offi ce for approval . 

The Department concurs in said recommendation , and the Commiss-

ioner of Indian Affairs has been so advised. 

Respectf ully, 

Thos . Ryan . 
Acting Secret ar y. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 4006, received May ~l 190 2. Off ice 0 f 
U.S.Indian Inspector for I.T. ashington , prl 28 , 1902. s~cretary 
~proves report that expenses connected with payment of dest1tut e 

k
Cherokees bp p:1 id from fund "Indian Moneys, Proceeds of Labor , Chero
ee.n 



Unit e d S t ates Indian erv · c 1 e , 

Hon . J . Geo . Wr i ght, 

U.S.Indian I nspe c tor , 

Muskogee, I . T . 

Sir : 

egro Semi:q.ar y , 
5-16- 02 

Referring to attached r eport of i nves ti ga tion concern

ing negro sem i nary . 

There are no other i mprovements than t hos e bel onging 

to tie school up on s aid l ands , and I was informed by the book

keeper for t he semina ry tha t t he sch ool ;q-as holding possessi on 

of 120 acre s of land and th at no Cherokee Citizen was clai ming 

so far a s he knew , _ any part of said lands as a prospe ct iv-e 

allotment . 

Seminary i s loc a t ed about five mi l es north wes t of 

the town of Tahlequah. 

Respectfully , 

Henry • Tinker , 

Transi tman . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 21986 Re cei vod Ma y 21 , 190~ Off i .ce of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for I n di an Territo ry . Negr o Sern1nary , I . T., 
May 16,1902. Henry M; Tinker , Townsi te Tr ans i tman .----Report 
relative to co:b.di ti ons a t t h; t own o f NEGRO SEMI NARY , Cherokee 
Nation , I ndian Territory .----



D E P 
ITD 5264-1902 . 

.u ~ T TH~ I I: T 
T ashi ngto rt . 

United States Indian I nspe c tor 

for the Indi an Terr i to r y , 

~us kog e o , I ndi an Terr itory. 

Sir: 

I R. 
ugust 26 , 1902 . 

/ 

I 

The Departmen t is i n recei pt of your r eport dated Augus t 

15,1902 , reco mme ndi ng t hat t be ou t s tanding indeb t edness of t he 

Chero k ee Nati on be pai d as soon af t er October lst next as :poss i bl e , 

also suggesting t ha t all Cherokee arr ants he reafter drawn be 

sub mitted to yo ur offi ce for examina t i on as now r equir ed , and 

if found corre ct , t hat t m gent t ke up and pay sai d war r ants 

by issuing in lieu t hereo f gov e rnment c he cks . 

Your r ep or t was f or arded by tm Acting Commis s ioner of 

Indian Affa irs on August 22 , 1902 , e ivi ng a statement of t he 

clas si fication of t he herokee funds for your informati on . He 

concurs in your s uggesti ons , nd recommends th-t payment be made 

as soon after Octob e r l st next as prac ticable , unc. er su ch rules 

as may be :pr e sc r i bed b - t .he Dep ar tment • He says , ho ever , t hat 

you should fur nis h a s tatement of the amount of ou t standing 

warrants a t t h e date of the r ati f i cat i on of the a ct of Congress 

approved July 1 , 1902 , ~h ich are c har geable to t he sever 1 funds 

of t he tribes , in orde r that it rna be und erstood hat t he 

exact amount is to be r emitted h i m f r om each fund t o pay such 

different cl sse s o ,·ar r nts . 

The Department concurs in the r e commend a ti ons of t he 

Acting Commissioner, and your attention is invited to the 
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letter of t he De p artmen t , d at e d ugus t 19 , 1902: , call ing upon 

you to make su ggesti ons or a dr af t of t ~ r egulati ons t hat may be 

necessary t o c a rry int o ef _e c t the pr ovis i ons of said a ct . You 

Will make r epor t t hereon as so on as prac ticable and submit a 

draft of s uch regul ati ons as in your judgment are nece ssary fo r 

the Se cr e t ar y to ma ke i n or der to pr opar l pay tbe ou t standing 

warr a nt.s of t be C.h..eroke e nti on an.d ot.hers t hat may be herea_ t er 

lawf ully is sued . 

A cop of t h e rep or t of t e ... cti ng ommissioner is i nclosed • 

.i. espectfu.lly , 

Thos . yan 

1 i nc l os ure • c ting 'e ere tary . 

(Endorsed } Un i on gen c y o . 4698 eceived 0ep . 2 ,1902 Off ice of 
U. S . Indian I n spe ctor , for Indian Territor-r . .. shington , ugus t 
26 , 1902 . Sec r e t ary .--- _elative to payment of outstanding herokee 
indeb t edne s s .--- - )· 



DE P A RT T 0 • T H I R. 

ash ing t on . 

ITD. 5376- 1902 . ugus t 28 , 1902 . 

United S t a t e s I nd i an I nspe ctor 

for I ndian Territory , .'usk ogee , • T . 

Sir: 

August 20 , 19 02 , you tran smi tt d p l at of the sta tion grounds 

of the S t . Loui s and ..:>an rancisco a ilro ad Comp any , as succes sor 

to t.he Arkansas and klah oma a 'lroad Company , at the tor;n of 

Grove , Che rok ee ati on . 

You r eport t hat at the time t h VTork of surveying and p l at

ting said tovm as under · a y, rou procure d f rom the r a ilroad com-

pany a co p y of t he p l at of said sta tion ground s , but the re a s 

no eviden c e t hat the sam had b en ap prov e d by tl1e Department ; 

that t h e grounds e re a ccura t ely mark ed on the ground , "and 

had bee n us d and occ upied and re co gnized a s the prope rty of the 

Railroad Company , a ccordi ng to t he plat as f urnish d me by said 

Company ; " t hat aft er the townsi t e ras surveyed nd t 1e sta tion 

grounds ag a i n l oc ate d , tbe p l at tr nsmitte d ;as pr pared , and 

that there a r e no c onfl ic ting i nt erests or obje c t i ons of any 

kind to the approval of t.he p lat of s i d stati on grounds , and as 

the plat of t he town i s he ld aw i ti ng a c ti on upon t he forme r plat 

Y'OU recommend t ha t the ulat submitted be approved , and t hat t he 
• 

t blue prints t he r e of be r e t urned t o you . 

It is sta t e d on sai d p l a t by up erv i sing tng ineer Hinckley , 

that "This map is in conformi ty lith plat of Gr ove to·.nsite . " 

The Acting Commissi one r of I ndi an ffa i rs . forvmrded t e 

I 
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p~ers August 27 , 1 902 . He states t ha t t he gene ral a ttorney 

of the St . Louis and an Francisco R i lroa d Company has i n

formed him t hat sai d com:p ny oVIns t he line of r a ilroa d of t he 

Arkansa s and k l ahoma a ilroad Company ; t hat t he I nd i an ff ice 

has no e viden ce of t h e f i ling or appr oval of p l a t of s tat ion 

grounds along s a i d lin e ; t hat the company i s en titled t o t he 

s t a t ion g rounds show n on t he p l a t submit t ed , and he re commends 

t hat the p l at be approv e d , subje c t to the act of . :arch 2, 189 9 

( 30 stat • ; 9 9 o ) • 

The Depar tment ha s t h i s day appr oved s a id plat . a i d blue 

pr ints an d a c op y of t he Ac t ing Commiss i oner ' s let t er are i nc lo se d . 

4 inclosure s . 

Respe c tful l y , 

Thos. yan 

c t i ng ~e cretary . 

(End orse d ) Union Agen cy No . 4737 e cei ved Sep . 9 , 1902 ff i ce of 
U. S . I ndian In~e c t or for I ndi an Territory • . ashin ton , Aug . 28 , 1902 . 
Se cretary.---~Appr oves p l a t of stat i on grounds of St . L. & • F. 
R. R. Co ., at Gro ve , Cheroke e Nation . - - -



D EP ART 

ITD 54??-1902 . 

E ~ T 0 F T H E I N T 
· a sh i ng t on . 

R I 0 R , 

United States I ndian I ns pe c tor 

Sir: 

for t he I ndian Te r r i t ory , 

Musk ogee , I ndi an Terr i tor y . 

Sep t ember o, 1902 . 

The Departmen t i s in r e ce i p t of a communic at i on from 11r . 

Willi am T . Hutchings , atto rney for t he ~ric a n Bap tist Home 

Mission Society of New Yor k , date d '""' eptember 3, 1902 , t r ansmit

ti ng its petiti on for certa in lands clai med by i t under se cti on 

24 of t he a c t of Congr ess approved Jul y 1 , 1902 {32 tat . , ?16 ) ; 

Sai d pe t it ion and a c comp anyi ng pap ers "'re i nclosed he r e 

with, and you are d ir e c ted t o r equest t.he ;:;uperintendent of 

Schools i n t he I n di an Terri tory to repo r t upon t be sarre with his 

recommend a t i on • 

You wi l l a dvi se t he ri ncipal Chief of the Cherokee at i on 

of t~ cl a i ms of said s oc ie ty as s e t fo r th i n i ts pet i t i on , and 

tba t t he nation wi 11 have an opportunit y t o pr esent to t he 

Supe ri nt endent of Sch ools any obje c t i on that the nati on ma y 

ha ve to t .be g r ant ing of s a i d pe ti tion , and up on r e ce i p t of t he 

rep ort of t he Supe r int en dent of Schools, ou will for ward t he same 

to t he Departmen t i n t he usual manne r , wi th any suggesti ons you 

may have t o make t hereon . 

6 i nclosu r es . 

4743. 

espec tfUlly , 

Thos . ya 

Ac t i ng 'ecretar y . 
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(Endorsed) Union .Agency o . 4743 Re ceived ep . ll , l902 Office of 
u.s.Indian I nspe c tor , f'or I ndi a.X: ~erri t ory . ·. a s hington , ep t . 3 , 
1902.Secre t ar y.----Enclose s pet~t1on of me rica n Baptist Home 
J41ss1on Society of Jew York , cl a i mi ng certa i n lands a t Tah le qua h ; 
Supt. of Sch ools shoul d repo rt on same , and Princi pal Chi ef 
Cherokee Nation , be gi ven opportunity to make any ob je ction t hereto . 

-----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F THE I N T E R I o R • . 
OFFI CE OF I NDIAN AFF IRS . 

W SHINGTON, 
Education 
56122-1902. 

J. George Vri ght , 

U. S. I nd ian Ins pec t or , 

liusko gee , I . T. 

Sir: 

Sept . 25 , 1902 . 

C. H. and Mi nnie R. Taylor , of Coffeyville , Kansas , claiming 

to be members of the Eastern Band of Cherokees , desire the admis

sion of thei r ch i ldren into the Chilocco School . There are also in 

that school s ome students whose parents cla im to be members of the 

Eastern Ba nd. Of course , as you understand , if t hese pupils are 

enrolled in t he Cher okee Nation , they are ine l i gible for admission 

to the r egul ar government schools . I would be pleased if you would 

give me your vi ews on the status of such members of the Eas tern 

Band of Cherokees re s i ding among the Cherokees , as you may be able 

to do so. 
Very respectfully , 

w. A. Jones . 
Cornrn i s s ioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy # 4846 re ceived Sep . 29 , 1902 . offi ce of 
U.s. Indian Insp ector f or r • T. i·l ashi ngton , Sept . 25 , 1 9?2 ~ 
Commissi oner. Relat i ve to admi t t i ng certa i n chi1dren c~ almlng to 
be members of the Eas t er n Band of Cherokees i nto the Ch1 loc co 
school; desires a report as to stat us of those cl aiming to bel ong 
to the Eastern Ba nd. 



(Cherokee) 

J 0 I N T R E S 0 L U T I 0 N 

Providing for a delegation to a joint conference of representa

tives of the Five Civilized Tribes and their i nstructions . 

WHEREAS , a joint conference of the representatives of the 

Five Civil ized Tribes has been proposed for the purpose of 

securing united effort in t he protecti on of their mutual inter

ests and to jointly protest against being annexed to or included 

within t he territorial limits of any other state or territory , 

and 

WHEREAS , the Prine ipal Chief of t he Choctaw r ation has 

suggested that a meeting of the represen tatives of the Five 

Civilized Tr ibes be held at Eufaula, Indi an Territory , on 

November 28 , 1902 , now therefore , 

BE I T RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL , That the Principal 

Chief, toge ther with four other delegates to be appointed by 

him, be hereby aut.horized to represent the Cherokee Nation at 

the joint conference of the Five Civilized Tribes to be held at 

Eufaula, Indian Territory , on November 28 , 1902 ; said delega

tion is i nstru cted to unite with the representatives of the other 

Four Civilized Tr ibes in a memorial address to the representa-

tives of the Gove,rnment of the United States , or to take such 

other action a s t hey may deem best or advisable to express or 

emphasize: 

First: Our opposition to the ive Civilized Tri bes being 

annexed to or i nc luded ~thin the terri tori al limits of any 

other state or t e rritory. 

Second: Our protest agains t the extensi on of the Jaws or 

over the territorial limits of the 
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Five Civilized Tribes 

Third: Our opposition to the establishment of any other 

or additional government over us prior to t he individualization 

ot our lands and the dissolution of our tribal governments on 

March 4, 1906, as provided for by the existing agreements , at 

which time it is the sense of the National Council of the Chero

kee Nation that the Cherokee people are desirous of being joined 

with the other Nations belonging to the Five Civilized Tribes 

and admitted as a separate state , and t he delegation herein 

authorized to be appointed is especially directed to take such 

steps as will give expression to these views . 

Passed the Senate Novembe r 10,1902 . 

D.B. Keys olf Coon 
Clerk of the Senate , pr o tempore . President of the Senate . 

c.s.shelt;on 
Clerk of the Council. 

Concurred in by the Council 
November 10 ,1902 . 

Mr . Benge 
Speaker of the Council . 

Approved November 10 ,1902 . 
T.M. Buffington 
Pri ncipal Chief of the 
Cherokee Nati on . 

/ J 
I 

I " 

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, 
CHEROKEE NATION. Tahlequah , November 10th,l902 . 

I, J. T. Parks, Executive Secretary of tbe CbBrokee Nation, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and .correct c o~y 
ot the original joint resolution passed by the Nat~onal ~ouncll 
of the Cherokee Nation, and approved by the Principal Chlef on . 
the lOth day of November 1902, as the same appears of record ln 
this Departrnen t. ' · 

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the Cherokee Nat~on, at 
Tahlequah, on this November lOth,l902. 

J". T .Parker , 
Executive Se cretary. 

----Pleasant Porter-a-88----



November 10 , 1902 

Joint Resolution providing for a delegation to a Joint confer

ence of repre s entatives of the Five Civilized Tribes and their 

instructions. 

WHEREAS, A joint conrerence of the repre sentatives of the Five 

Civilized Tribes has been propos ed for the purpose of securing 

United effort in t he prote ction of their mut ual interests and to 

jointly protest against being anne xed to or included within t he 

Territorial limits of any other state or territory and 

WHEREAS, The Principal Chief of the Choctaws Nation has suggest

ed that a meeting of the representat ives of the Five Civilized 

Tribes be held at Eufaula , Indian Territory on Novembe r 28 , 1902 , 

THEREFORE--Be it Resolved by the National Council ; That the 

Principal Chief, together with four delegates to be appointed 

by him, be hereby authorized to rep r esent the Cherokee Nation , 

at the joint conference of the representatives of the Five 

Civilized Tribe s to be held at Eufaula Indian Territory on 

November 28, 1902,. Said delegation is authorized to appoint 

an interpreter, i~ necessary and the delegation is instructed 

to unite With the represent ative if the other four tribes in a 

joint memorial addressed to the Representative of t he government 

ot the United States or to take such other action as they may 

deem best or advisable to express or emphasi ze, 

FIRST 

Our opposition to the Five Civilized Tribes being annexed to or 

inclUded within the territorial limits of any other state or 

territory. 

----Pleasant Porter-a-88----
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SECOND 

our protest against the extension of the law of any other state 

or terri tory over the territorial limits of the Five Civilized 

Tribes, 

THIRD 

our opposition to· the establishment of any other or additional 

government over us prior to the individualization of our lands 

and the dis-solution of our tribal government on March 4 ,1906, 

as provided for by ex:J,sting agreements at which time it is the 

sense of t.be National Council for the Che rokee Nation , that the 

Cherokee people are desirous of being joined with the other 

nations belonging to the Five Civilized Tribes and admitted as 

a separate state and the Delegation herein authorized to be 

appointed is especially directed to take such steps as will give 

expression to t .. hese views . 

D. W.Keys, Clerk of the Senate 

Passed the Senate Nov . l902 

Wolf Coon , President of Senate 

Concurred in by the Council , 
Nov . 10 , 1902, 

C.S.8helton, Clerk Council , M. V. Benge , Speake r of Counci1 o 

Approved November 10 ?1902~ 
T . M. Buffing ton, Pr1n.-Ch1ef. 

----Pleasant Porter-a-88----

7 



D E P R T M E N T 0 F THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHINGTON . EAF . 

ITD. 6915- 1902 November 11 , 1902. 

Commissi on to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Gentlemen : 

By letter of October 20 , 1902 , the Acting Chairman request

ed that the Commi ssion be fUrnished with copies of approved maps 

of loc ation of t he following lines of railroad , if such maps have 

been approved b y the Department , n&nely : Blackwell , Enid & south

western Railway through the Cherokee Nation ; the Gulf , Oklahoma 

& Kansas Shor t Line Railway through the Cherokee Nation , and the 

Mia sour 1, Kansas & Oklahoma Railroad through the Cherokee r ation . 

He st at ,e s that the Commission has maps showing the alignment of 

said roads but none of them bears departmental approval . 

The Commissioner of Indian Affa irs forwarded said letter 

November ? . He sta te s that the damages ha \ e been assessed for 

right of way of t he Bl ackwell , Enid & Southwestnrn Rail way , but 

that they have not been paid by the railway company , and that 

under the a ct of Mar ch 2, 1899 , it would appear that tie right 

of way proposed to be acquired by the company is not effective 

and should not be recognized in the making of allotments i n th e 

Cherokee Nation. He further s t a tes t hat no maps have been ap

proved, showi ng the definite lo cati on of the Gulf , Okl ahoma & 

Kansas Short Line Railway ; a nd that the Ind i an Office has di r-

ected the preparat ion of b lue - pri nt copi es of the maps of de

f'ini te location of the Mi ssouri , Kans as & Ok l ahoma Rai l r ca d ' 

which co p ie s will be f orwarded to you when completed . 

21771 

/ 
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A copy of t he report of the Commissioner is inclosed for 

your informa tion. 

1 inclosure. 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan . 
Acting Secretary. 

/r 

{Endorsed~ # 21?71! Commission to Five Tribes , Muskogee , Oklahoma. 
Received Nov. 18 , 902 . Department , Ryan , Washington , D. c., No v
ember 11, 1902. St ates that the proposed right of way of tre 
Blackwell, Enid & Southwestern Railway through the Cherokee Nat ion 
is not effecti ve and should not be recognized in making allotments ; 
that no map of definite location of the Gulf , Oklahoma & Short 
Line Railway ha s b een approved ; and that map of the. definite lo 
cation of the Missouri , Kansas & Oklahoma Railway wi l l be far warded 
when completed. 



D EPA R T MEnT oF TH I TT - .c. I::: R I 0 R. 

ashing to n . 

ovember 17 , 1902 . 

The Attorney Gen e ral , 

S ir: 

I have co n s ide red your l e tter of the 21s t ul t ., enclo s

ing a letter of t h e 17th ul t . from t he United States Attor ne y 

for the northern di stric t of I ndian Terr i tory rel ating t o the 

further pr osecution of the c ase of Fre d L. Kel l y v . Frank Churchill 

et al., in fh i ch t .he Cour t of .. ppeals in Indian Terri tory re 

versed t he ruling of t he court at Vinita upon a demurr e r to 

the complaint . I have deferred responding to your communica-

tion until t he return of I' i rst Assistant Se cre tary 3 an , 7ho 

has recently made a t r i p t o tile Indian Terri tory . 

In t he ligh t of t he Unit ed St ate s At torney ' s let t er , 

I beg to make t Le se suggest i ons : 

1.n exam i nati on of the opinion of the Cour t of Appeals 

seems to i ndi c ate t hat t he only questi on considered or deter

mined by t hat court vas that t hey could not tal(e j udici al noti ce 

of a law of t he Chero kee r ati on . The e ffect of this s eems to be 

that the complain t should b e proper l y ansvrered , and that i n 

t~ answer tha Cherokee law a nd the regu lati ons and di re c t i ons 

of t~ I nterior Departme nt of July 21 ,1898 , July 26 , 1898 , July 

22,1899, September ffi ,l901 , and J a nua r y 6 , 1902 (cop ies 

enclosed herewith ), should be properly p le aded , an d t hat 

appropriate reference should be had to sect i on 16 of t he act 

ot June 28, 1898 {30 Stat., 495 , 501}, and a l s o to secti ons 64 



D E A R T ME N T 0 F T H .1.!. I T T .u R I 0 R . 

The Attor.ney General , 

S i r : 

'ashing t on . 

Nov ember 17 , 1902 . 

I have considered your letter of the 21st ult ., enclo s

i ng a l e t ter of the 17th ult . f rom the United States Attor ney 

f or the northern district of Indian Terr itory r el a ting to the 

f ur ther pr osecution or the c ase of Fred L. Kelly v . Frank Churc hill 

et al ., in rh i ch the Cour t of ppeals in I nd i an Territory re 

versed t he ruling of t he court a t Vinita upon a demurrer to 

t he complaint . I have deferred respond i ng to our communica-

tion unt il t he return of Pirst Assistant Secre tary ~yan , r;ho 

has re cently made a t r i p to t l1e Indian Te rritory . 

In t he light of the Uni t ed St ate s At torney ' s l ette r , 

I beg to make t hese suggestions : 

1.n examinati on of the opinion of the Cour t of Appeals 

s eems to indicate t ha t t he only ques t i on cons idered or deter

mi ned by t hat court was that t hey could not t ake judi ci a l notice 

of a law of t he Che rokee Nati on . The effe ct of t h is seems to be 

t ha t t he comp l a i n t should be p r operly ans ered , and that i n 

the an swer t he Cherokee l aw and the r egulat i ons and direct i ons 

of tbe I nte r ior Depar t ment of Jul y 21 , 1898 , Jul y 26 , 18 8 , J uly 

22 ,1899 , September ffi , 1901 , and January 6 , 1902 (copies 

enclosed herewith), should be properly ple aded , -n d t hat 

appropriate re f ere nce shou l d be had to se c t i on 16 of the act 

of June 28 , 1898 (30 S t a t ., 495 , 501) , and a l s o t o sec t i ons 64 
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a nd 65 of t he a c t of July 1 , 1902 (32 Stat ., 716 , 725) . 

I t i s t rue t hat section 26 of sai d a ct of June 28 18 98 
' ' 

de cl ares t hut t hereafter the laws of t he Indian tribes shall 

not be enforced by the courts of t he United States in the 

I ndi an Terri tory , but i t does not follow from t h i s t hat t h se 

tribal l aws are abrogated or are not to be enfor ced at all . 

On t he contrary , the authority to make such laws nas gr anted 

to t he Five Civil i zed tribes in t he several treat i e s made 

wi th them while t he Government ms purs ui ng the :policw of mak

i ng tre at i es with the Indians , and since then the ri ght of 

t hese f i ve tribes , i ncludi ng t he Cherokees , to make laws 

has been uniformly and frequently recognized by Congress . 

Thi s r e cognit ion vas g i ve n before tbe :passage of tbe act of 

J une 28 , 1898 , in t he very act of June 28 ·, 1898 , itself , and 

i n several subsequent acts of Congre ss (see act of June 7 , 1897 , 

30 Stat .,83 ; June 28 , 1898 , 30 St a t ., 512 and 518 ; July 1 , 

1898 , 30 t a t ., 569 ; March 1 , 1901 , 31 Stat ., 860 ; 1arch 1 , 

1901 , 31 s t at ., 8 72 ; and Mar ch 3 , 1901 , 31 Stat., 1077) . The 

f a ct that Congress withhe l d f rom t he United States courts in 

the I ndian Terri tory the author ity to enforce tribal la · s 

me ans not t hat these l aws shall not be enforced an here or by 

anybody , but r ather t hat thei r enforcement shall be left to 

t he e xecutive author iti es of the tr i be and to those of the 

United St ate s . If thi s were not s o , t e several subsequent 

s t atut es r ec ognizing in exp r ess terms the authori ty of the 

tr ibes t o make la. s would be meaningless , and the severa l 

prov i s i ons re quiri ng t hese l aws to be submi tted to the res i dent 

f or h i s approval or reje ction would ork an int ol erabl e 
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injustice by occupying t he r es i dent ' s time and at tention 

without purpose . ·.here there is au thority for mak ing la s 

t here is of ne ce ss it y au t hority f ort e ir enforcement . In t he 

absence of any statute to the contrary , t he administrati on 

and management of I ndian affairs fall to tbe .Secretary of the 

Int e rior and the Indian Bureau (see secti ons 441 463 2058 2114 , , ' ' 
2147, 2149 and 2150 of the Re vised Statutes) . The acti on of 

t he Secre tary of tbe Inter ior i n p romul gati ng the regulat i ons 

and direct i ons here to fore described f or the enforcement of 

the tribal law here in quest i on , is in co ntempl ation of l a 

t he a ction of the Pr es i den t . ( ilcox v . Jackson , 13 Pe t ., 

498 , 513 ; Marbury v . Madison, l Cran ch , 1 37, 1 66 ; .ool sey v . 

Chapman , 101 U. s ., 755 , 769 , 770; In re Neagle , 30 Fed . Rep . , 

833 , 860) . By withhol ding from the United States courts in 

Indian Terri tory authority to enforce tr i bal laws congress 

did not t hereby i nvest those courts with aut hority to prevent 

t .b..e executive officers of t he tribal government or t hose of 

t he United St ates from enforcing such tri bal la ;s , nor did 

congress t hereby intend to pr event such United States courts 

from g iving appropri ate recognition to t hose tribal l a1s , i n 

i nstances where t he tribal officers or the executi e officers 

of t he United ' t ates are in suits by individuals sought t o 

be interrupted or disturbed in their admi nistration and 

enforcement . 

LSpec i al attention is invited to the op inion of the tt orne 

General , dated September 20 , 1901 (23 Op ., 529) , where in t e 
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authority of the offi cers of t h i s epartment to enforce this 

iden tical l aw of t he Che r oke e Nati on -r. as e xpr e ssl y sustai ned . 

I f it meets with your approval , I sugges t that t he 

proper Uni ted S t ates Attor ney i n I ndian Terri tory be re Quested 

to g ive carefu l attent i on to the defense of the c a se here i n 

referred to , and that his attenti on be i nvite d to t he sugges-

ti ons here made . 

Ve ry re spectfully , . A. Hitchcock 

ecreta ry . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No . 5201 Re ce i ved Nov . 24 , 1902 Office 
of U. S . Indian I n spector, fo r Indian Terr i tory ; lashing ton , 
Nov.l7,1902 . 'e cr e t ary .----Effort s to collec t Cherokee Hay 
should n ot be abated ; Dept . of Justice has been a sk ed t o 
pr operly defend ca se of Kelly vs Churchill .----



D E P A R T ME N T 0 F T HE I N T E R I 0 R, 

ITD 609 2 , 8075- 1902 . 
Y/ashingt on . 

December 31 , 1902 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 
Muskogee, Indian Territory . 

The Department is in receipt of your report of December 

3,1902, in t.he matter of a communication from J . K. Clingan 

and others r ela:ti ve to certain rights claimed by the Trustees 

of Chelsea College , of Chelsea , in the Cherokee Nation , to a 

tra ct af land under the provisions of the act of July 1 , 1902 

(32 Stat ., 716) . 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs for wa rded your report 

on De cember 24 , 1902 , and concurs in your recommendations . 

The Department also apprvoes your report , and you are advised 

that the trustees have been advised in accordance therewith . 

Respectfully, 

Thos , Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed)Union Agency No.5452.Received Jan . 6 , 1903 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Was hington , Dec . 31 , 1902 . Sec 
retary---Appro ves report relative to cla im of Chelsea College to 
certain land. 

\ 



Refer in reply to the following : 

Land. 
76,313-1902 . 

The Honorable 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indian ffairs , 

ashington , 

.ran • 6 , 19 03 • 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have t he honor to forward , here ith , a report of J . • 

Zevely, Acting Inspe ctor f or Indian Terri t or y , of the 25rd 

ultimo , reporting on a petition by the trustees of the Baptist 

Industria l Colle ge f or colored people , at Nowata , Cherokee 

Nation , a ski ng that a tract of land containing five acres be 

reserved f or the use and benefit of t he Co:}. le ge . 

The a cting Inspector encloses a letter from John D. Benedict, 

Superintendent of Schools in the Indi an Territor y , stati ng that 

no reservat ion is made for this school in the Cherokee agree -

ment r a tifi ed by Congress and appr oved July 1 , 1902 , (32 

Stats ., 716) , and the only t itle the Trustees have to the l and 

whieh they claim is a bill of sale from Solomon Ar ms trong , a 

Cherokee citizen . 

It is also reported by the Superintendent tbat the TrusteeB 

have not erected any school building on the l and , but that they 

laid the foundation therefor about 18 months ago . 

The Superintendent also states that in his opinion the 

Trustees of this school have no valid cla im to the land in 
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question a s aga i ns t the Cherokee Nation , the i r only r i ght being 

IDBrely a p osses sory right obtai ned from a Cheroke e c iti zen . He 

therefore r ecommends that t he pet i t i on be not gr anted . 

Call ing at t ention to section 26 of t he ct of Congress ap

proved duly 1 , 1902 , · the Acting I nspector s ays it makes no 

reserva tion of l a nd f or this school and he t her efore concurs in 

the recommendat i on of the Super i ntendent t ha t t he pe ti t ion 

transmitted be denied . 

The pet i tioners in ~ his ca s e do not r epre s ent a going 

concern but rat her one i n prospect . The only r i ght they have 

is under t he t r ansf er of a possesso r y ri bt t o them by a Chero 

kee citizen. Under t he law in exis t ence at t he pr esent time 

there is n o t way of gr anting the ir r eques t , and t hey a re not , 

aside from that , i n an posi t ion t o ask i t a s a school ecause 

the y have ho s chool i n exis tence on t he p iece of l and they 

ask for. 

Very resp ect f ully , 

• A. Jones , 

Commi ssioner . 

(Endorsed) Union genc y No. 55l O. Recei ved . Jan . l 6 , 1903 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspec t or f or Ind i an Ter r i t ory; a s h ingt on , Jan . l O, l902 . 
Secretary----Petition of Bapt ist Industr i a l College f or Col ored 
People that certa in l and be se t a si de t o them, nea r Nowa ta , Cher o-
kee Nation, denied. 



Land 
39.66- 1903 . 

Department of the Int e rior , 

OFFICE OF I ·::0 I .AN AFFAIR 3 , 

' fa shingto n , January 22, 1903 . 

The Honorable , 

T.he Se cretary of t he Interior . 

S ir :-

There is eJ.closed herewith a report from Acting I nspe ctor 

Shoenfelt da ted January 15 , 1903 , for vardi ng f or Exe cutt i e a c

tion an Act of the ational Council of the Cherokee ra tion , 

approved by the ri n cipal Chie f ovember 26 , 1902 ent itled : "An 

Act providi ng for t e removal of t h e r emains an d monument of 

Geor ge Lowrey to the new Tah le quah cemetery . " T ' e Act is as 

follo ws : 

TVh ereas , all l"Eople ho love t heir country , their t radit ions 

and t heir great men , ere c t monumen t to t he ir memory , r-?herefore 

Be it enacted by the r ~ational Council , that there be , ~nd 

is hereby , appropriated out of the General Fund not ot er ise 

appropriated , th e sum af forty dollars ( < 40 . 00) to be used for 

tre pur pose of paying the expenses af r emovi ng the remai ns and 

monument of George Lowrey , once ss is t an t Chief of t ..00 C erokee 

Nation, from t e pla ce they now a re in t old c e e tery in the 

town of Tahlequah to some su~table lot i n tm new ah lequah 

Cemetery - and s a id sum of forty dollars shall i n clude t he cost 

of such lot in the said re ceme t ery . 

Be it further enacted , t hat the rin cipal Chief sh 1 a_ oint 
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t h r ee per so n_s in t m to m of Tahl equ ah , ;rho s hall serve ii t hou t 

pay, to, c arry out t he provisions of th i s a c t , and he shal l dr a 

his warrant for sai d amount in favor of t he persons s o 

appoint ed upon t he i r requisition . 

The Acti ng I nspe c tor re oo mmends the approv a l of the Act . 

The · c t r e cit es that Ge o r ge Lo v!I'ey was once ssis tan t Chi ef 

o f t he Che r okee a tion , and i t seems t o be the desire of 

t he Cherokee people tcu r emove h is rrnJ. a i ns from t m old 

c eme t ery i n t be to wn o f Tahle quah to a su i t a bl e lot in the 

new c eme t ery i n the to rn of Tahl e qua h . 

The of fice sees no ob je cti on to the ap prov a l of the ct , 

and co nc urs i n t he Acting Ins pe ctor ' s reco mmenda t i on . 

Very re spectfully , 

.A . C. Tonne r , 

c ting Com.mi s sio ne r . 

G . t (l:i' ) 
• • \ • .!.OJ . 

( ndorsed ) Union ~gen cy No . 57ll Re cei ve d Feb . 5 , 1903 . 0ffic e 
o f U. S . I ndian Inspe c tor , f or Indi an Terr j_ tory • . !ash i ng t on , 
Jan . 30, 1903 . ecre t a ry .----0he roke e .Act for r emo i ng remains 
and monurnen t of George Lowr ey to ew mah l equab Cemetery 
approved by residen t , Jan . 26 , 1903 .----



DE PART ~EN T OF THE INTER I 0 R. 
WASHllUTON. 

I.T.D. 5492-1902. 
5823- " 
6394- " 
6410- n 

580-1903 . 

January 26 , 1903 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian ~erritory, 

Muskogee , Indian Territory . 

December 29 , 1902 , the cting Inspector returned certain 

letters from Mr . E. r .. ;. 11 istar , in regard to the claim of t he 

Associ ated Executive Committee of Friends to the 80 acres of 

land in the Cherokee Nation occupied by what is known as the 

Skiatook Mission , near Hillside. 

The Superintendent of Schools in the Indian Terri tory 

made a report in the matter to the Acting Inspector December 4 , 

1902, which is submitted With the Acting Inspecto r 's report . 

The Principal Chief of the Cherokee Nation having been 

advised of the claim, informed the Acting Inspector that as this 

society had not complied with the 14th article of the treaty 

of 1866, it is entitled to only four acres as granted under sub 

division "k" of Sjction 24 of the act of July 1, 1902 (32 Stat ., 

716), and which amount of land t he Princi pal Chief states is suf

ficient to provide for all the buildings of this society and ample 

for it to carry on its missionary or educational work . 
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A copy of an instnnment made in 1888 , and signed by 

J. G. Brady , a citizen of t he Cherokee Na tion , purpor ting to 

convey to the Skiatook church of the Society of Friends the 80 

acre tract now controlled b y this society, is transmitted . 

The Superintendent of Schools states that said society 

has maintained a mission in the vicinity of Skiatook for the 

benefit of Cherokee children during the past 14 years , as shown 

by the letter of Miss Eva tatson , principal teacher in charge , 

which is also tr ansmitted , and during that time the shcool has 

accomplished good work f or the Indians; that however , he is un

able to find that it has any lawful title in fe e to the 80 acres 

claimed. 

Article 14 of the treaty of 1866 prov ides : 

"The right to the use and occupancy of a quantity of land 

not exceedi ng one hundred and sixty acres , to be selected accord

ingly t o le gal subdivisions in one body , and to include their 

improveme nts , and not including the improvement s of any memeer 

of the Cherokee Nati on , is hereby granted to every society or 

demonination whi ch has erected, or which wi th the consent of the 

national council may hereafter erect , buildings within the Cherokee 

country for missionary or educational purposes . But no land thus 

granted, nor buildings which have been or may be erected thereon , 

shall ever be s o ld or otherwise disposed of except with the con

sent and approval of the Cherokee national council and the s ec

retary of the Interior . And whenever any such lands or buildings 

shall be sold or disposed of , the proceeds thereof shall be ap-
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plied by said society or societies for like purposes within said 

nation, subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. " 

The cti ng Ins p3ctor states that it does not appear that 

this society has comp lied with this article ; that on the contrary 

the Superintendent st ates that the only title which they have to 

the land is based upon the conveyance made to it by Brady ; that 

this only gave a possessory right pending a division of the Chero 

kee lands and a settlement of their tribal affairs . 

Miss Watson states that the Skiatook~ ission School in 1891 

attempted to comply with the provisions of said 14th article of 

the tre aty of 1866 ; that a pe tition was ciraulated and signed by 

fifty or m~re prominent Cheroke es asking that the land in question 

be set aside for the school; that it was sent to the Council and 

passed t he lower house , but was attached to a bil l for a Baptist 

Mission in another part of the nation , and t he combined proposi 

tions failed when they came to the Senate , and the officials of 

the Skiatook School were a ssured by some of the prominent men of 

the Cherokee Nation th at their ri ghts would be protected. 

The cting Inspector concurs in the recommendation of the 

Superintendent that t he applicat ion be denied . 

Reporting in the ma t t er January 19, 1903, t he Commissioner 

of Indian ffairs states that as the school did not comply i th 

the provisions of said trea ty of 1866, t he Department has no 

jurisdiction to set aside the land asked f or, and t he only re lief 

that can be granted is under subdivision "k" of Section 24 of the 
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Act of July 1, 1902 , which will make it possible for t he schoo l 

to have set a side for it f our acres of l and , and he recommends 

that t he Acting Inspe ctor 's report be concurred in . copy of 

his letter is inclosed . 

Tl e Department concurs in t he recommendat i ons made , and 

you will adnse the parties in intere s t accordingly . Mr • • istar 

has been this day advised hereof . 

Respectfully , 

1 inclosure. 
Thos . Ryan . 
Acting Secretary . 

(endorsed) Union gency # 5648 received Feb . 2 , 1903 . Of f ice 
of u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . ashingt on , 
Jan. 26 1903 . Secre tary . Approves report on claim of Commit t ee 
of Frie~ds to 80 acres of l and for Skia t ook Mission School ; should 
advise parti es . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

I. T. D. 610- 1903 . 
Tas hi ngt on . 

United States Indian Inspector· 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory. 

January 27 , 1903 . 

Sec tion 24 of the act of July 1 , 1902 (32 Stat ., 716) , 

provides: 

"That the Methodist Ep iscopal Church South may , 
within t welve months after the ratification of this Act , 
pay ten dollars per acre for the one hundred and sixt y acres 
of land a d j acent to the town of Vin i t a , and heretofore set 
apart by a ct of the Cherokee national council for the use of 
said churc h for miss i onary and educat i onal purposes , and no 
occupied by Willie Halsell Col lege (formerly C~llo ay 
College), and s ha ll thereupon re ceive t i t l e thereto ; but if 
said church fai l so to do it may continue to occupy said one 
hundred and si xty acres of land as long as it uses same for 
the purposes aforesaid . " 

Janua r y 12 , 1903 , the Acting Inspector reported 

that s a id chu r ch had offer ed to pay f or the land originally 

set aside f or sai d co llege . 

The t ownsite survey of Vini ta was made pr i or to 

the passage of s a i d a ct and before it was known that the 

college would permit ted to pur chase the ent i re tra ct 

claimed by it. The Ac t ing I nspe ct or states that as i t as 

.. 
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known that a port i on of the tract claimed extended w1 thin 

the townsite of Vinita and would affect the appraisement 

thereof, your office caused the land cla imed by the college 

to be s urveyed , and such lots and blocks as are within the 

160 acre tract in the possession of this school , are reserved 

from appraisement in the schedule of Vinita, plat of hich 

survey i s submitted. 

A certifi ed eopy of the act of the Cherokee Nat ion 

approved November 23 , 1886 , setting apart this l a nd , is also 

transmit ted . This act does not des cribe the land to be 

segregated, but provides the manner in wh ich 160 acres would 

be located . 

The Acting Inspector reports that "It was diffi 

cult to secure the record of the original survey of this 

tract"; he, however , furnished a copy of a report describing 

the land selected in accordance with said act of the Cherokee 

Nation, and stated that the plat transmitted is a correct 

survey of the land originally selected and now in the pos 

ession of, fenced and claimed by the church. He recommended 

the approva l of the plat , and that you be instructed to 

furnish the churc h one copy thereof and to advise it that 

1 t will r eceiv·e title to the land upon the payment of 10 
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per acre , such payment to be made to the United States Indian 

Agent, Uni on Agency , in t re usual manner and placed to the 

credit of the Cherokee Nation . 

Reporting in the matter January 22 , 1903 , the 

Ac t i ng Commissioner of Indian Affairs concurs in the recom-

mendati on of the Acting Inspector that the plat be approved . 

A copy of his letter is inclosed . 

Concurring in these recommendations , the plat and 

thr ee blue print copies thereof ~ave been approved this day, 

and t he blue print copies are returned herewith for disposi-

tion i n a ccordance with the recommendati on of the Acting 

Inspe ctor . 

You are author ized to advise the church that pay-

ment should be made f or the land to the United St ates Indian 

Agent as r ecommended by the Acting Inspector . 

4 inclos ur es. 

Respe ctfully , 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No. 5646 . Re ce i ved Feb . 2 , 1903 . 0ffi ce of u.s . 
Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Ter ritory . 1a shington , Jan . 27 , 1903 . 
Secretary----Approves pl at of 160 a cres claimed by Willia Halsell 
College a t Vi n i ta; should adv i se Chur ch it will receive title up -
on pa yment of $10 per a cre . 



DEP AR TI'.'":H:N T OF T HE I TT:LR I R 

I TD 880-1903 . 
788-1903 . 

- ash i ng ton . 

Janua ry zo· ' 1903 . 

Unit ed ·t a t es I ndian Inspector 

for the I n dian Terri tory , ] uskog e e , I . T . 

S ir: 

Referring to t he t e legram of ibe cti ng I nspe ctor , 

dated January 28 , 1903 , r eferr i ng to th3 disapprova l of 

t he Che r okee a ct maki ng appropriati on for schools and recom

mendi f€ t h at immediate s teps be t a ken , under s e cti on 3 4 

of the a c t of July 1 , 1902 , to co ntinue t he Che r :okee 

schools , you are advis ed t hat said telegr am was r eferred to 

the Commissione r of Indian Affair s for immediate r eport , 

and on Januar y 29th the c ting Cor.11D.i ssione r recommended 

t hat you be instructe d by lire t o co n ti nue t he Cncro kee 

sch ools . Tele Gr am to that effect was sent yo u t h is day . 

The Acting Commissione r furthe r re co lliDJ.ends "t at a 

full and complete r eport be made , indic ati ng manne r a nd 

method of gove rnrent su oervi aion . and conduct of t _ ese 

schools under the a eemen t ab ove r e f erred to in vie · of 

the f a ilure of the Cherokee appropriation, by the ..-upe rin-

tendent of Schools thro h t he I ndian Inspector . " 

The Departmen t concurs in said recommend a tion and 

you are instructed to di r e ct the Superintendent of ..:> chools 

to make imme d i ate r eport as recomm ended . 

e sp e c t fu 11 y , 

Thos. Ryan 

5720 
Acting , ecrrtary. 
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(Endorsed ) Union Agency No.5720 Re ceived Feb.6,1903. Of f ice 
of u.s .Inclian I nspe ctor, f~ Indian Territory. ' ash i ngton, 
Jan.30, 1903. ,e cretary.--- hould direct Superintendent of 
Schools t o make full r epor r e l ati v e to manne r and method 
of conducting Cherokee schools . ---

/ 



D EPA R T ME N. T 0 F THE IN TER I 0 R. 

I.T.D. 2124-1903. 
WASHINGTON . 

Ma rch 6 , 1903 . 

United Sta tes Indi an Inspector 

Sir: 

f or the Indian Territory , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory . 

The Cherokee agreement cont a i ned in the a ct of July 1 , 

1902 {32 Sta t ., 716 , provides in section 24 , s ubd ivision ( f ) 

for a reservation of " Four a cres f or bapt is t is s ion School 

a t Tahlequah . " I t is fu rther provided i n said section tha t 

~Any other school or college in the Cherokee Nat ion 

which cla i ms to be ent itled under - the l aw to a greater number 

of acres than is se t apa rt for said school or college by 

section t wenty-four of t his Act may have the numbe r of acres 

to which it is entitled by law. The trustees of such school 

or college shall , with i n sixty da ys after the r a tifica t ion of 

this Act , make app lica tion to the Secret a ry of the Interior 

for the number of a cr es t o which s uch school or colle ge 

claims to be entitled , and i f t he Secretary of the I nterior 

shall f ind tha t such school or colle ge is, under the la s and 

treaties of the Cherokee Na tion in f orce prior to the r atifi 

cation of this Act, entitled to a gr eate r number of a cres of 

land than is provided f or in this Act, he shall so de t ermine 

and his decision shall be f ina l . The amount so f ound b the 

Secretary of the Interior sha ll be set apart f or the use of 
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such college or school a s lonp, a s t he same may be used f or 

missionar y and educat iona l purposes : Provided , ThQ t t he 

trustees of suc h school or college s hE ll pay ten dollers per 

acre for the number of a cres so found by the Secreta r of t he 

Interior and which have been heretofore set apart by act of 

the Cherokee nat iona l council f or use of such school or 

college for missionar y or educationa l purposes, and upon the 

payment of such sum within sixty day s after t he decision of 

the Secretary of the Interior s a id college or school ma y 

receive a title to such l a nd . " 

September 3 , 1902 , the Depa rtmen t refer r ed t o you a 

petition of the American Bap tist Home Mission Societ y of 

New York, claiming ce rt a in l ands a t Tha lequa h , under t he 

portion of s a i d sec t ion quoted , and on February 5 , 1903 , t he 

Acting Inspector rep orted , submittin a report in ref ard to 

the matter by t he Superintendent of Schools i n t he Indian 

Terri tor y . 

The claim of s a i d societv arises out of the f ourt eenth 

article of the trea t y of 1866 with t he Cherokee Na tion , 

which provides that 

"The ri ght to the use and occupanc y of a uanti t y of 

l and not exce ed ing one hundred a nd sixty acres , to be selected 

accor ding to lega l subdivisions i n one bod y, and to include 

their improvements, a nd not i ncluding the i mprovements of an 

member of the Cherokee Nation , is hereby gr a nted to ever y societ 

or denomination Which has erected, or h ich wit h the consent of 

the national council ma y hereafter erect, buildings ithin the 

Cherokee country f or missionary buildi ngs hi ch have been or may 



-3-

be erected thereon 
J shall ever be sold or otherwise dispcs ed of 

except with the consent a nd approva l of the Cherokee na tiona l 

council and the Secretar y of the Interior and whenever an such 
J u 

lands or buildings s ha ll be sold or disposed of , the proceeds 

t hereof sha llbe applied by said society or societies for like 

purposes Within s aid na tion , subject to the approval of the 

Secretar y of the Int erior . " 

It appea rs tha t f or many ye ars prior to t he civil war 

the America n Baptist Home Mission Societ r of New York ma in

tained a mission school f or t he bene f i t of Cherokee c hildren 

at Baptist , in the Cherokee Nation; t hat in 1866 t he Cherokee 

national council passed an a ct authorizing sa i d societ y to 

remove their mission station from Baptist to someother loca lit • 

By the act , Lewis Downing a nd Benjamin Snell were appointed 

to act for the Nation in ef fecting such remov al and in t he se l ect -

ion of such loca lity; tha t the society sold its possessions a t 

Baptist , and bought the possessory ri gh t to a bout 160 a cres of 

land from a Cherokee citizen at or ne ar the town of Table -

quah; that a t the ti me the possessions of the society a t Bap tist 

were sold and selection made at To. hle qua h , t he approval of the 

Secretary of the Interior to said s ale and t ransfer wa s not 

obtai ned, a s re quired ~ the trea t y of 1866 , tha t ho ever , on 

Octob er 10, 1893 , the Department , ba sing its a ction upon an opin

ion of the Assist ant Attorne y General of J n:e 30, 1893 , a pproved 

~the s ale of the origina l i mprovements a nd the applica tion of the 

proceeds to miss i onar y and sc hool purposes upon the loc a tion no 

occupied by the Miasion, a s proved by t~~ 14th erticle of the 

treaty of July 1<9;, with the Cherokee Indian :,;" 
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In said opini on of the Assista nt Attorne y Genera l it was 

sta ted t ha t the Nat ional Council of the Cherokee Nat ion author

ized t he remova l of the Mis sion f rom Baptis t to some othe r loca l -

ity ,· t hat l• t mas a ctually d th t b " remove ; a no o ject i on vas made 

to this course f or a long time , a nd that the ch ief af ter a rds 

gave h is approval to the change ; t ha t these fact s all i ndi ca ted 

tha t the a c t ion t a ken was satisfa ctory to a ll part ies a t the 

time ; tha t under these circumstances there appea red no objection 

to the appvoval of this Department to the s a le of t he ori ginal 

i mprovement s and the applica ti on of the proceeds t o miss ionary 

and school purposes , upon the location a t Tahleaua h ; t hat how

ever, it wa s no t intended to sa y t hat the clai m of the soci et~ 

to this particular tr a ct of la nd wa s per fe ct; tha t the val i dity 

of t he cla im depended upon co mpl i ance with the t erms of t he 

treaty upon which it wa s made , tt and bot h part i es to t he cont ro

versy should be f ull y heard before any op inion s hould be express 

ed by t he Department , or a ny tribuna l to whom t he matte r may 

be submitted. n 

Vari ous encroachments upon said l and ha ve t aken pl a ce , 

and various concessions have been made , so t hat the amount of 

l and now left , f ree f rom adverse cla im, amounts t o 94 . 3 

a cres, as shown by a p l at submit ted by the Acting Ins pector . 

The bounda ries of the tra ct, ab out one - ha l f of hich is within 

the limits of the town of Tahlequa h , do not f ollow lega l sub 

divisions of t ovmshi p s urvey , and the Super i ntendent of Schools 

states t ha t it does not appe a r pr acticable to f ollo t he le a l 

subdivisions for the rea son tha t a t the t i me this tract of land 

was selected and i mprove d by the society , the l and of the Chero-

Nation had not been le ga lly suhdi~id~d ; ··fo r t he rea so~ that . .., 
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the va rious encroachments made upon said l and had ma ter i all 

altered or changed its bounda ries . 

The Pr i ncipal Chief of the Cherokee a tion contends that 

the ground cla i med a t Tahleaua h wa s not properly located or 

selected in a ccordance wi t h t riba l la s , a nd , tha t while a 

proclamat ion was i ssued by a pr i nc i pa l chief i n 1886 , decla r 

ing the land to have been selected in a ccordan ce it h t he 

trea t y , this p roclamation vras issued wi thout an author i t .r of 

l aw , a nd he concludes that this societ y ha s no r i gh t to t h e 

land it a s ks t o have reserved , and that f our acres , the amount 

specifically provided t o be set a side , is suff ici ent f or the 

operation of the school . 

The Acting Inspector states th&t he co ns i ders h t tL_e 

American Baptist Home Mission Soc i et y has co mplied wit h the 

terms of art icle 14 of the treaty of 1866 , and is entitled to 

the l and at prS:sent used a nd occup i ed by it , and that it should 

be permitted to purchase the t r a ct s hown upon the pl at above 

referred to , and upon paJ~ent of t he sum of ~10 per a cre , ex

cepting t he f our a cres specificall y set aside f or i t , and s hould 

be entitled to a patent the refor , and he recommends that i f t he 

plat is app roved tha t t he t r ustees of the !fis s ion school e i nst 

ructed to make payment f ar such amount to the United States 

Indian Agent , Union Agency . 

The Acting Commissioner of Indian Affa irs , reportin in 

the matter Februar y 27 , 1 903 , co ncurs in the recommendat ions 

of the Acting Inspector. 

The Department considers tha t the ma in que st ion involved 

in this matter wa s se t tled by the a ction of the Department 
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October 10, 1893; , tha t a t that time it was assume d t he. t the 

select ion at Tahle quah had been properly made . I t does not 

appear t hat any of the land is cla i med t o be i n the pos session 

of Indi an Cherokee ci t izens. 

The Department a ccordin l y approves the recommend a tions 

of the Acting Inspecto~ , and ha s approved t he plat this da , 

and a lso the f our blue prints thereof . The blue pr i nt s and 

a copy of t he Acti ng Commi ss ioner ' s . letter are inclosed . 

You will adv ise the par t i es in interest i n ac cordance 

herewith. 

Respectf ully , 

E. A. Hitchcock , 

Secretar y . 

5 !inclosures. 

(Endorsed) Union .Agenc . No. 59? 5 . Received • . 1a r. 4 , l 903 . Of f ice of 
u. s. I ndian Inspector f or I nd i an Ter~ it or • as hin ton , ar . 6 , 
l903.Se cre tary---Approves plat showing l and t o be reserved for 
American Baptist Home Mi s s.ion Socity (Sic) at Tehle qua h . 



C 0 P Y. 

DE PARTMENT 0 F THE 
WASHil\GTON . 

I N T E R I 0 R. 

ITD. 4394-1903 . 

Superint endent of Schools in Indian Territory , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

May 16, 1903 . 

The Department is in re ceipt of your communication of pril 

30 , 190 3, calling attention to the condit i ons at the Cherokee 

Male Seminary , located at Tahlequah , I . T. 

You state that under Cherokee laws the Cherokee Council 

annually elects a steward for the seminary , whose duty it is to 

buy all provisions for the seminary , supervise the matvons, co oks 

and · out-door emplo yes ; that the present steward is a half-breed 

Cherokee, of limited education , and his wife , who is matron , 

has but littl e knowl.edge of the duties of that po sition , and that 

they have five children wh o are maintai ned in t he seminary a t 

the expense of the Cherokee Na tion ; that you now have a pretty 

good corps of teachers in this institution , but their efforts 

to properly train the boys are constant l y hampered by the infer

ior ability of the steward and matron; that the steward i s sup

posed to have control over the boys at all ti es, except during 

school hours, and the boys have failed to receive any systematic 

training or instruction in out-of-door occupa ti ons; and that 150 

boys are in at t endance, nearly all of whom pa y their board at 

the rate of $7.00 per m nth. 

6430 
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It is further stated that aft er a conference with the 

Supervisor for t he Cherokee Nat ion, you a r e of the opinion that 

it would be advisable t o make certain changes in the management 

of the seminary., a nd you recommend that af t er the clo se of the 

present fiscal ye ar t he ser vice s of the steward be dispensed with , 

and that in his stead a competent super int endent should be em

p~oyed at a salary of 1200 per year . You also r eport that this 

seminary is one of the largest and most advanced Indian schools 

in the Territory , and it ought to have at i ts head a man of some 

educational ab ility . 

Reporting May l , 1903 , t he cting Inspe ctor refers to t he 

regulations issued under the act of July 1 , 1902 (32 s t at ., 716 ) , 

and recommends that the Departmw t direct the employment of a su

perintendent for the Cherokee Male Seminar y , at a compensation 

of $1200 per annum , to commence wi t h the next fiscal year . 

The ct.ing Commissioner of Indian ffair s re co rnrne nds that the 

change i ndieated be approved o 

I concur in said reco mmendation , and you are hereby author-

ized to make the change suggested . 

Respectf ully , 
THOS . RY • 
dt ing Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 6430 Re ceived ay 25 , ~903. r;.ice of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian gency . I . T. ash1ngton , 1. ay ~6 , 
1903. Secretary. Encloses l etter to Supt . of Schools , approv1 ng 
his . report relative to employment of upt . at Cherokee a le 
Seminary. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE 
WAEHINGTON . 

lTD. 5036-1903 . 

Unit ed States Indian Inspector 

I N T E R I 0 R. 

June 15 , 1903. 

for the Indian rrerr i tory , Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

The Department is in recei pt of the cting Inspector's 

report of May 26 , 1903 , inviting attention to section 71 

of the a c t of July l, 1902 ( 32 Stat ., 7l 6) , whi ch reads : 

"Any a l lot t ee taking as his allotment lands loc a ted 

around the Cherokee National d ale Semi nary , the Cherokee 

Nat i onal Femal e Seminary , or Cheroke e Orphan sylum whi ch 

have no t been reserved from allotment a s her ein provided , 

and u pon which b uildings, f en c es , or other pro per ty of the 

Cher okee Na tion a r e loc ated , such buildi n gs , fences or 

other prop rty sha l l be a ppraised at the true va lue 

thereo f a nd b e pa i d for by the allottee taking such lands 

as his allotment, and the money to b e paid into the 

Trea sury of the Unit ed St a te s to the credit of the Cheroke e 

Nation." 

The Acting I nspe c tor st a tes t hat the Cherok e e r phan 

Asylum h a s ~Qr several years pa s t he ld and controlled unde r 

6'114 
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t he Cherokee l aw about· 1260 acre s of land , the greater part 

of wh ic h has been fen c ed , and sever al tenement houseshave 

been erected thereon ; th at a large portion of the l and has 

bee n c leared and put in cultiva tion by the authorities of the 

Cherokee Asylum ; th at subdivision (t) of section 24 of said 

act, reserves only 120 acres f or this asylum , and therefore 

und er the pr ovisions of section 71 the fen ces , buildings and 

other i mprovements loc a ted upon the excess originally control

led by the Or phan sylum should be appr ai sed ; th a t section 71 

doe s not provide t he manner or method of making this appraisem-

ent, but as section 65 provides t hat all things necessary to 

carry i nto effect the provisi ons of said a ct , not otherwise 

s peci f ica l ly provided , shall be done under the direct i on of 

t he Secretary of the Interior , the Acting Inspector reco ends , 

in orde r tha t the ma t ter may be determined , and as it is 

one in wh ich the school of ficials are int erested , tha t the 

Dep artment dire ct th a t said improvements be appraised by the s u

perintendent of Schools in Indian Territory , ac ting jointly 

with s ame perso n to be selected by t he Indian citi zen a l lott ing 

t he land, and that r eport of such a ppraisement be made to the 

Departme n t , and. when a pp r oved th at the allottee be r equired 

to pa y the pro per amount to the u. s . Indian Agent at Union 

Agency, to b e de pos ited in t he Treasury of the United Sta tes 

to the c r edit of the Cherokee Na t ion . 

The Commiss ione r of Indi an Affairs forwarded sai d r epor t &,1 .. 

, 
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on June 10, and co ncurred in the recommendat ion of the .act-

ing Ins p ector. copy of h is letter is inclosed . 

The rep ort of the cting Inspector is approved , and you 

are reque sted to have said impro vements appraised in accord

ance with h i s reco,mrnen dation . 

Respectfully , 

E • ..8. . Hitchcock . 

1 Inclosure. Secretary . 

(Endarsed) Un i on gency # 6?14 Re ceived Jun 22 , 1903. 
Office o f U. s. Ind ian Inspector for Indian Terri tory . 
Washingt on, June 15 , 1903 . Secretary . 
Directs t hat i mprovements on lands heretofore controlled by 
Cheroke e Orph an sy1um be a ppra i sed by Superintendent of Schools 
in Indian Ter r itory and the Indian citizen making the allot 
ment and t h e amoun t of such appraisement be paid to the u.s . 
Indian Age nt whe n approved . 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
UNITED ST1TES I NDIAN SERVICE . 

ill~ION AGEN CY. 

The u. s . Indian Insp ector 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 
August 19 , 1903. 

for th e Indian Territory . 

Sir:-

• 

am in recei p t of y9ur communica tion of the 17 th 

instant , trasmitting a letter from Richard c. ~dams , da ted 

vVashington, D. C., August 4 , 1 903 , addressed to t he Honorable 

Secretary of the Int erior , in reference t o t he opening of 

roads through farms of Delaware Indi ans in the Cherokee Nation , 

Indi an Territory, and I nore(Sic) th~ t you r equest that I am 

to make i rrunedia t e report and fur nish a statement at once as to 

the con diti ons and wh at actions have be en taken in cases of t h is 

char acter, with t he return of enclosure. 

Rep ly ing thereto , yo ur attention is respec tfully 

invited to the publ i c noti c e is sued by th i s offi ce and whi ch 

bears the ap proval of the Honorable ~cting 'ecret ary of the 

Interior, of February 1 2 , 1902 , calling atten tion to the road 

laws in the Cherokee and Creek lat i ons , as pr ovided by recent 

acts of Congress. 

You will note that it is st a ted in said public not-

ice, to the end that there may b e uniformity in t he establishment 

of roads throughout the Cr eek and Cherokee 1at i ons , tha t "all 

persons are hereby notified that where sef t ion lines are obstruc-
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ted in any manner , such obstruc tions must be removed and t he 

sec t.ion li ne roads opened i mmediately , and i f such obstr uctions 

are not removed , the Department will , through its prope r of

ficers in the merritory , t ak e s t eps to enf orce t he l aw. " 

This ci rcular ha s been widely di str i bu t ed , especial l y 

where comp laint ha s been made t h a t t he s ecti on li ne s have been 

obstructed . I ha ve t ak en no dr ast ic acti on in any cas e where 

complaint was made to me in r eference to r oads in the her okee 

Nation; simply sen di ng th e circul ar and warning t he person that 

the section line must be opened in ac cordan ce wi t h the law 

therein referred to . 

Re cent l y you advised me th at the Department ha d in

formed you th at I should not insist upon t he opening of sec

tion lines and t he re arrangement of fences i n connection ith 

said opening of section l i ne s , here such action would mater

ially injure gro wing crops . Since the recei pt of t hese instru

ctions all communicat io ns in reference to changing roads and 

opening up section lines have been written having in mind such 

instruc tions. 

It ill be impossible for me to answer r . dams ' 

letter any more defini tely than t h i s at this time , for the 

reason that he does not state whom he received his l etters 

and telegrams from, complaining that roads were being sur vey

ed and opened through the farms of De laware ndians in the 

7340 
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Cherokee Nat ion . 

Enclosur e returned . 

Very r espect f ully , 

J . Blair Shoenfelt 

JF'V ( J) • U. S. Indian. gen t 

(Endorse d ) Union Agency ;; ...:7-34(\)' Re.ceived ug . 2 2 ) l 3 . ffice 
of U.s. I ndian Inspector for Indi an Terr i tory . ]1uskogee , • T. 
Augu s t 1 9 , 1903 . J . Bl a ir Shoenfelt , U. S. I nd ian · gent . Re port 
upon le t ter of ichard C. ~dams , of · ashing ton , D. c., rela t ive 
to openi ng of s ec t ion line roads thr ough f ar ms of Delaware 
Indians in t he Cherokee ation , Indian Terr i tory . 
'Vashingt on , Sept . 12 , 1903 . Secretary . ppr oves . 



DE P R T 1 I E N T OF THE I r T E R I 0 R. 
OFFICE OF INDI AN · ~ I RS • 

. SHI NGTON. 

Jan. 18 , 1904 . 

The Honorable , 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

uir: 

I have the honor t o submit for Departmental consid 

eration, letter of t he Indian nspector for Indian Territory , 

of December 1 6 , 1 03 , transmi tti r.g an act of the ·ational 

Council of t he Cherokee 1ati on , approved by the Pr inc ipal Chief 

December 3 , 1 903 , entitled 

"AN CT making appropria t ion for t he support 

of the Cheroke e Jational nsane sylum and 

for other pur poses . " 

This appro pri ates a sum of ·3 , 27 9 . 8 , or so uch 

thereo f as may be nece csary from the insane asylum f und for 

the support of the asylum fv r t e year end ing De cember 31 , 19 6~, 

and for t h e pay ent of the outstandi ng account s of said a s yl um 

during t he ye ar 1902 , such t ot a l appr opriat i on being n ade in 

the amounts a nd for the purposes stated in t he body of t he act . 

ttached t o the ac t i s a r e por t fr om t he Superintendent 

of Schools in India nTer r itory , dated De cemb er 9 , 1 903 , in wh ich 

he recommends that i t be ap pr ov ed, stat i ng there ar e seven or 

eight ins ane Cherokees now in t h i s inst itut i on , and i t is ne e-

essary t ha t they be care d for . 

The amount stated i n t h i s act is approxima tely the 

same as a ppropriated for previou s ye ars, says the Inspe ctor , 

85i6 



- 2-

and as s uc h a c t a ppear s t o h ·m to be ne ce s sary and proper , 

he recomme n ds that it be ~ppr ov e d . 

The c t subm~ t ted covers one of the ne ce s sary cur 

rent expens e s of t he Cherokee Ila tion ; it meets the approval of 

t h e Inspe c tor and the o f fice has knowledge of the conditions 

rela ti ve t o the ins ane in the heroke e ation . t herfor e 

concur in t h e r e co mmend a t i on of the Ins pe c t or that the act 

· be submi t t ed to t he Pr e sident ~ i th the r equest th a t he approve 

it. 

Very Respec t f ully , 

.A. C. Tonner . 
c ting owni ss ioner . 

EBH-H 

(endorsed) Un ion genc y # 8596 e ceiv ed Feb . l , l 04 . 
Of fice of u. s . I n di an Insp ec t o r for I nd ia n Terr i tory . · a shi ngt on 
Jan. 25, 1904 . e cre ta r y . Cher okee a c t making ap:, ropr i at i on 
in f a vor of I n s an e syl um , approved b y r esident . Jan. 22 , 1904 . 



D E P R T l E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 
O tFICE OF I ND I F IRS . R. 

SHI NGTON . 

J an. 20 , 1 904 . 

The Honor ab le, 

The Se cretary of t he Interior . 

Sir :-

I have the honor to submit for your consideration 
' 

letter o the Indian nspector for Indian Terr itory of the 

4th i nstant ., transmitting for executive consideration , an 

act of the I ational Council of the Cherokee at i on , approved 

by the Pri nci pal Chief Nov ember 25 , 1 903 , and entit led : 

"An act mak ing appropria tion for t he benefit of 

Robert B. Ross, fo r n8t i ona l certificates . " 

This act appropr i a tes the sum of four dollars in 

favor of ober t B. Ross f or t he purpose stat ed and t here is 

submitted by t h e Inspecto r a co unication from the Pr i nci pa l 

Chief under dat e of December 17 , l 3 , in response t o Jr . 

~ right's inquiry f or additi ona l informat ion as to this act , 

in whifh t he Pri nci pa l hief states that it is the result of 

a cla im or r . Ross f or na ti ona l certif icate s issued hi m f or 

services r ender ed t e Cherokee Na tion prior to the abolition 

of the Cherokee Cour ts , ~hich certifi cates were mi s laid until 

r ecent ly; that h is claim has been pr esented to the ~ at i onal 

Council in t 1e usual manner and t he a c t pass ed after investi 

gation, and he has no reason to believe othe r wise than that the 

claim is just and regular • 

. 8612 
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The 1 ct appeari ng to him t o be necessary and proper 

and in vi e of t he stat ements of the Principal Chi ef , .r . 

~right recommends that it be approved . 

The papers show that Mr . oss has a valid claim ag

ainst t he Cherokee ation , whi ch has not as yet been li qu idated , 

and I t he refore coincide with the In s pe ctor and rerommend that 

it be s ubm i t t ed t o the Pres ide nt · ith r equest that he a ppro ve 

it. 

Very respectfully , 

A . c. Tonner . 
c t i n ~ Cornrnissioner o 

EBH-H 

(Endorsed) Un~on gency # 8612 eceived Feb . 2 , 19 ~ · ffi ce 
of u.s. I nd i an I ns pector f or I ndian Ter r itory . · ashl ngton , 
Jan. 26, 1 904 . s e cretar y . Cherokee act mak i ng appropriation in 
favor of ob er t Ross f or ;ational Certif ic ate ap pr oved by 
President Jan. 23 , 190 4 . 

(! I 



Okmul gee , Ind . Te r . 

Feb . 10 , 1904 . 

Mrs. Ella A. Boole , 

156 F ifth ve ., New Yor k City , 

De ar lVIrs . Boole : 

Your :E. t t er of the 2 7th . ul t ., r equesti ng a di e t ary of our 

school for a week , came so:rre ten days ago . As reque s ted e have 

made a l i st of pro vis i ons at e a ch me al for a week , and i t i s en

closed herev i th . 

The t eachers boa rd in the school , ea tL ng with t he pupils a t 

t.OOir t abl es . They have the s arne food f rom t he same di shes , 

that the pup i l s ha ve , but t hey almos t a l vays ha ve but t e r , and 

someti mes other ex t r as ;rh ich t he pup i ls d o n ot ha ve . The list s 

show t he e xtra s of each meal t ha t tre t eache r s had.. Duri ng a par t 

of the time t h e pupil s have butter a ls o . 

The average per c api t a cost pe r 1eek is one dollar and t enty 

cents , ( !.1 . 20) . r e i nclude in t he cost of pro vi di ng , t he sal ary 

of our t eamste r , dini ng room matron and t hr ee co oks . 

Trusting this i s sa tis fa ctory , I am 

Si ncerely your s , 

upe r i nt end e nt • 

(Endorsed) Uni on Agency No. 36----Di eta r y ,-Indi an ch ool,Okmu lge e 
Indian Terri tor y .----



Monday , Feb . lst , l 904 . 
Breakfast 

Rolled Oa ts & Cream 
Ground Beef Pat t i es 
Fr ied Mush 
Bread 
New Orleans iJ.folasses 
Coffee 

Extras for t eachers 
Cake s and Butte r 

Dinner 

Baked Meat 
Turnip s 
Tomatoes 
Pork & Be ans with Tom . Sauce 
Stev ed Apples 
Gravy 
Bre ad 

Extra 
Butter 

Supper 

Cold Beef 
Beans 
Turnips 
Bre ad 
Molas ses 
Evapor ated App l es 
Tea 

Extras 
Butter 
Pickles 
Cranberri es 

Tuesday , Feb . 2 , 1904. 
Breakfas t 

Rolled Oats & Cream 
Beef Hash 
Gravy 
Fried Hominy Gritts 
Molasses 
Bread 
Coffee 

Extras 
Butter 

DINNER 

Vegetable Soup 
Roast Beef 
Beans 
Rice 
( 36 ) 

(Tuegday Di nner - cont ' d ) 
Turnips 
Bread 

Extr as 
Butter and Pickle 

SUPPER 

Chil i Concarne 
Col d beans 
Mol asses 
Fruit 
Bread 
Tea 

Extras 
Potatoes 

1 ednesday , 2/ 3/04 

BREAKFA T 

Rolled Oats & Cream 
Fried Meat with gravy 
Fried ush 
Mo l asses 
Br ead 
Co_ f ee 

Extras 
Butter 

DI R 

Roast Beef with gr avy 
Dressing 
Mashed Potatoes 
Beans 
Bread 
Cream Pie 

'xtras 
Butter 

SUP 

Col d l\ eat 
'rench Toa s t 

Ri ce 
Molasses 
Beans 
Bread 
Frui t 
Tea 

Extras 
Butter 



Thursday, 2/ 4/04 . 

BREAKFAST 

Rolled Oats & Cream 
Baked Beef Hash 
Fried Potatoes 
Molasses 
Bread 
Coffee 

Extras 
Butter 

DINNER 

Soup 
Steak 
Gravy 
Baked Be ans 
Rice 
Bread 

Extras 
Chess Pie 
Butter 

SUPPER 

Cold sliced me at 
Fried rice cakes 
Cold beans 
Molasses 
Bread 
Tea 

Extras 
Butter 
Cranberries 

Friday , 2/5/04. 
BRE.AKF.AST 

Rolled oats & c ream 
Steak 
Gravy 
Fried Mush 
Molasses 
Bread 
Coffee 

Extras 
Butter 

DINNER 

Roast Beef 
Gravy 
Baked beans 
Spinach 
Bread 
(36) 

-2-

(Frid ay Dinner cont'd) 

Cott age pudding w.ith brov.n sauce 
Extr as 

Butter 

SUPPER 

Co l d sli c ed meat 
Fried ri c e cakes 
Cold beans 
Molasse s 
Bread 
Tea 
Fruit 

xtras 
Potatoes 
Butter 

Saturday 2/ 6/04 . 
BREAKF ST 

Roll ed oats & cream 
Baked hash wit h po t a toes 
Fried Hominy 
Molasses 
Br ead 
Coffee 

Extras 
Butter 

/ 
DI NNER 

Hamburger Steak 
Baked beans 
Turni ps 
Rice vli th gravy 
Bread 

Extras 
Butter 
Mi n ce Pie 

SUPPER 

Chili Cone arne 
Fried r i ce cakes 
Col d beans 
Turnips 
Bread 
Molasse s_ 
Tea 

Extras 
Butter 
Cranberries 
Pickle . 



Sund ay, 2/7/04 . 
BREAKF T 

Rolled oats & cream 
Meat and grav y 
Fried mu s h 
Molasse s 
Bread 
Coffee . 

Extras 
Butter 

DINNER 

Roast beef 
Lima beans 
Mashed pot a toes 
Gravy 
Bread 
Ev~por ated peaches & cream 

Ext r as 
Butter 

LUNCH 

Col d meat sandwiches 
Ginger cook i es 
Mince p ie. 

- 3-

On Sunday evenings the teachers eat together while the pupils 

have lunch in their sitting rooms . 

Te a chers 0unday Supper 

Salmon 
Pot a to Salad 
Cranberry sauce 
Spiced f ruit 
Pickles 
Bread 
Butter 
Cake 
Canned fruit 
Tea. 

(36) 
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Dep~rtmen t of t h e Interior , 

CO_.J~ISSI O~T TO Tit;; FIVE CI VI LIZED TRI~S . 

iu kogee , Indi a n Terr i tory , 

ugust 24 , 1904 . 

Mr . Fr ed T. Marr , 

Clerk i n Charge , Chickas aw Land ffice , 

Ti shomi ngo , _Indi an Terri tory , 

Dea r Si r : 

Rep l yi ng to your communi cat i on of the 23 i nstant you are 

advised t ha t when you Tian t a type v r i t er repaired rou will send 

re quisi t i on to this office ask i ng for r epairs on one machine , 

stating number of same , and at the s ame time s hipp ing dire ct t o 

the Remington Type wri te r Company , Oklahoma City , . T., t he ma chine 

and t his office vri l l t _Jen notify t he company to rep air and r e turn 

to you sa id ma chine . 

this of fice . 

All t be ne cessar y vouchers being sent f rom 

Very r espectfully , 

ee s .l.'Jvans . 

'pe cia l Disbursing ent . 

(Endorsed) Union Age ncy ro . 3396 eceive~ ug . 26 ~ 19 04 . C ommi s~i on 
to the Five Civi liz ed ribes u s ko§9e , Indian er r1 tor . regardi ng--' . - -typewriters be i ng repaired , - rout ine of same----



DEPARTMENT CF THE INTERI OR 
Office of School Supervisor for Cherokee ation, 

Tahlequah , Ind. T. 
October 6,1904 . 

Superintendent John D. Benedict 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Dear Sir : 

I am in receipt of your letter of t he 4th instant enclosing 

one from :Mr. illiam Kile of Sallis aw pertaining to the attendance 

of w:h i te childre n at s orne che:ro kee school . e have taken t he 

matter up and have ritten to Mr. Kyle to inform us what school he 

refers to. ~hen we learn we -r1ill give full consideration to the 

case. 

Twelve of our teachers in that the Sequoyah Distric t are in 

gnion Schools . Th i s week we made a union school of BU~shy and 

are e:xpectin g a pe tition any day from the people of Adair neighbor

hood asking us to rmke that a union s chool . 

e are of the judgiren t that more good will llbe a ccomplished to 

open mw union schools whe re tbere are no schools now , and open 

only· on petition and full consideration , established cherokee schools 

to t~ whites. 

At present as many wh ites as the teachers can handl e may be 

admitted to t he old e stabl ish3 d schools on payment of one dollar 

per month tuition. This works we 11 i n many neighborhoods and 

prevents a too large rush of whites wh o i n many instance s 11ould 

take possession of th:3 small houses built by Cherokees and crowd 

them out and de vel ope a :reeling of injustice to t hem in t be ir 

20. 
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vested rights, or over crowd the present school facilit ie s . 

Whereas lith our present plan we only open free union schools 

upon petitions of reighborhoods ani consideration of school facili-

ties and probable attendance. If re ~hould open all of our old 

schools we would qu ick ly exhaust the $25 , 000 . and could open but 

few a ddi tiona 1 school vhe re numerous petit ions show the needs are 

much greater t han that of ·the whites in old school neighborhoods 

that Will not be reached by present methods . 

At present 35 o~ our teachers are in free public schools in 

incorpor a ted towns and 85 are in union country schools . That gives 

120 teachers in schools open alike to ch erokees and whites . This 

number is being increased each month as we get nec e ssary i nforma-

tion about nei ghborhood school accomodat i ons and a bility of teachers 

to warrant us in makirg union schools , and at the same time keep 

up a regard to our financial limita tions . 

·{e received a petition t h is morning from Dawson g ivi ng the 

names of nine cherokees and 157 whites aski ng us for a school . e 

also have a petition from Maple With 155 names asking for a school . 

Our judgmen t is that better than an order opening all schools 

of an old system where the smal l buildings owned by cherokees will 

be often times overcrowded we .had better open all ruch as have 

sufficient facilities for al+ pupils of both races and then establ

ish mw schools where they will build commodious houses 'by the ef-

forts of both races. By this rre ans we will get more ch ildren i~ 

school, more people Will assist us ani a better preparat ion will 

be made for a system of free pub lic schools in every par t of the 

nation. Twenty-one of our old cherokee country schools are now 

20. 
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union schools and we encour age making as man y more of them f ree 

public sch ools a s e xisti ng l imit,at i ons (amount of f u nd s , ability 

of tea c her, size of hous e), will pennit . 

Very respectfu lly , 

Ben j . s . Coppock . 

School Supe rvisor 

Che roke e Na t ion . 

(End orsed } Union Agen cy No . 20 Ben j . S . Copp ock , Tahlequah ----~neral 
report on schools .----



DEP TIAENT OF THE INI'ERI OR 
Offic e of School Supervisor for C"'~rok' ee J.~ Nati on , 

Tahlequah , Ind . T. 

November 9 , 1904 . 

Superi nt endent John D. Bened ict v 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

In rep l y to your letter of the 29 th ul t . askir:g for a descrip

tion an d estimate of values of tm Boardi ng Institutions of the 

Chero ke e Nati on I mve the honor to report as follows . 

There are five boarding institutions in the Cherokee Nation . 

T.bree bel OL\g to tm school fund , 

One belongs to tbe rp han fund , and 

One belongs to the i nsane fund . 

I will report upon each ore separately. The newest , 

largest a nd best building is the Female Seminary at Tahlaquah . It 

is on f orty a cres of lani wh ich is within the corporate limits 

of Tahlequah . The :r:art near est town is quite valuable as it can 

be used f or town lot s , the part farther back is not so good . I 

think an ave rage value of 125 . 00 per acre or $5 , 000. f or the 

land a f air val uation . The Sem inary building is 320 feet in 

length a m of varying width as there are t wo L' s one of whic h 

gives a depth of 150 feet . Most of the building is three star-

ies in height. It is a well c onstru c ted brick building , heated 

by steam, lighte d b y electricity , supplied with water f rom tanks 

into which water is pumpe d f rom an excel l ent spring on t he premi s-

es by steam power. on t he firs t f loor are t he chapel , used also 

tor a study a nd recitation hal l, r e cit ation rooms , dining room, 

no number-coppock. 
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kitc.ben, parlor , music rooms and superintendents office . on the 

seco n:l floor are the library , music rooms, and rooms for the 

te a che r s and students . On t~ third floor a re rooms for the 

sic k , for teachers , for students and sorre large rooms or dormi-

torie s for the pr imar ie s . There are 102 available rooms in the 

building . It s ·original cost was pao, ooo and it was first occupied 

by t .he s chool i n September 1889 . The building ras originally 

provided with sewerage , wash basins bath tUbs and water closets . 

Year by year the Tash basi ns , water connect i ona , and plumbing have 

been b roken and disconne c ted - and for sorre time bath rooms and 

wash rooms ba ve been nailed and locked up . hat were expensive 

modern house conv eniences when put in are now practically useless . 

After f i fteen years use ancl With some rerairs and tm erection 

of a fe w minor buildings , I think 75% of cost or $60 , 000 a fair 

valuation . 

The Male Sem i nary bas forty acres of land one mi le from Tahle-

quah, some of which is gocxl farming land . 

at ~50.00 an acre or the tract at 2 , 000 . 00 

I muld value t his land 

The bu ilding wh ich is an i mposing structure stands on an 

elevated p i e ce of g round Vii th perfec t natur al dra inage . The act 

of counci l pr oviding for this school was passed Nov . 26th , l846 , 

and the school was opened May 7th , l 850 . It was interrupted by 

the civil war , but after t .he war a large addition was made to 

the buildi ng with so:n:e ne cessary repairs . The aggregate appropria-

tions for t he bu ilding made and used in th ose early times was 

$120,000. The old buildin&' is well and substantially built of 

brick t wo s tor ie s h i gh . Tre rew part is t.hr ee stories high of 

brick, and a ba s emen t af s to ne. Arranged on the first floor of 

no number-coppock . 

I) 
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tm building are the chapel , re c ·t t · · 1 a 1 on r ooms , l i b r ary , l aborator y , 

dining r oom, k i t chen , fam i ly rooms f o r the Superintendent and a 

parlor. Upon tre second floor are rooms fo r the teachers , stu-

dents,. nurse and sick rooms . Upon the third floor are students 

rooms and dormitories . T.he building affords eighty- five avail-

able ro oms . In length it is 185 feet and 109 feet in ~Tidth . 

The chape l i s 54 by 40 feet , t he di ning room is 45 by 38 feet . 

The bu ild i ng accomodates 160 :pupils ith the necessary officers 

and te achers . The building is .heated by fire places and stoves , 

tm fue l used is wood , ani it is iighted by electricity. 

This i s an old buildi ng and might be valued at $45 , 000 . 00 

The colored High School is six miles northwest of Tahlequah 

on 40 a c r es of land which I VlOUld value a t '' 25 . 00 an acre of' <,;>1 , 

000.00 The building is of brick 50 by 70 feet and three stories 

high. On the firs t floor . is t he k itchen , pantry , dining- room , 

school room, an office- parlor and t wo bed rooms . On t he second 

floor are seven rooms and on t.he t h ird floor are eight rooms used 

far stud en t s and employes . 

lighte d by coal oil lamps . 

It is heated by wood stoves and 

I Tould value too bui lding at ~ 7 , ooo .oo 

T-00 orphan asyl um pro~rty at alina has 12 0 a cres of land 

With orchard some snal l buildings and the remains f rom the large 

bric k bu i lding sinc e the f ire . 

at $75,00 an a cre or 9 , 000 . 

I value the lrud with i mprov ements 

alue of debris from the fire , 

mostly v al uable brick, 6 , 000 or for too lace 15 , 000 . 

The Insan e Asyl um reservation five miles sout h of Tahlequah-

now us ed a s an Or phanage is composed of 40 acres orth 25 . 00 an 

acre or 1 , 0 00 • The building is of brick three stor i es h igh 40 

by 148 fee t. on t re first floor i s t he kit chen , dining room , an 

no number - Coppock . 
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assembly ro om , a s i tti rg ro om for boys , one f or g i r ls and a store 

room. On t oo se co nd floor there are eight large a nd four smal l 

rooms , on tm t hird floor e i ght large and f i ve small rd>oms " In 

all tre bu i ld ing cont ains 31 ro oms and a c comodates of fic ers , 

employes a nd ei ght y or phan chi l dren . On t h is place \i e ha ve 

erected t wo s mall s choo l building s , a small l aundry and a stable 

at a t ot al co st of 1 , 500 . d we ha ve expended ~2 , 500 on r e -

pairs and painting on th e main bui lding . 

of this building a t 20 , 000 . 

I estimate the v alue 

The i nsan e asylum is no in the ational J ai l loc ated in the 

town of Tahle u ah . This i s a t vo story and basement stone build-

ing of four ro oms to t be story or a t welve room bu i lding sui table 

for j ail pur pose s . 

Back of t h i s i s a three room frame building . Trese are old 

buildings and have about serve d their purpos e . The re i s a stable 

and lot a cross t he stree t f ro m t .be main pro~ rty and all of the 

lots are v aluable on a ce aunt of their l oc at i on . I ould value 

the sta ble and l ot at v 500 . 0 0 The main lot at ~3 , 0 00 . and t he 

building s at ~5 , 0 0 0 . 00 

In my e sti mate s of values on bu ildi ngs I am g uided s orre wha t 

by t l~ ins urance a djustment value of the re cent l y b urned or phanage 

at Salina , and v alues of lm ds by saJBs of l and s by che ro kee fr eed

men to cheroke es s i nc e al l ot :rren t and artl y by va l ues of toJID l ots . 

Male Semi nary Buildi ngs 

n Lan ds 

Female Seminary Building s 

" 

• " Lands 

no number--copp ock. 

umm.ary ' 

'45 , 000 o00 

2,ooo.oo 

60 , 0 00 . 0 0 

5 , 000 . 00 

-------------------------------------

; 



- 5-

Colored High choo l Build.i ngs 

" " tt Lands 

On ~chool Fund Account- ----- - -

Orphan As yl um (Salina ) debris-

" " " land- - - - - - - -
tt tt (near Tahlequah) Bldg- - - - -
" tl n snal l bu ildings- -
n · tt tt land - - - - - - - -

On Orphan Fund Account 

Insane Asylum , Tahlequah bu ilding 

tt rt tv,o lots 

Insane Fund Account 

'tl>?,ooo.oo 
1,ooo .oo 

6 , 000 . 00 

9 , 000 . 00 

20 , 000 . 00 

1 , 500 . 00 

1 , 000 . 00 

;5 ,ooo .oo 
3 , 500 . 00 

Very respectfully , 

Ben j .s . Coppock . 

? b 

- - ~120 , 000 . 00 

3? , 500 . 00 

8 , 500 
$166 , 000 . 00 

School Supervisor 
for the Cherokee Nation . 

(End or sed) Union Agency (No . number ) November 9 , 1904 Benj .s . Coppock , 
Tahlequah , I . T . - - - - Submits report on value of Cherokee school 
property .----



DEPART T OF THE INT RI OR 
J 

Offic e of chool uperVi sor for Cheroke e Nati on . 

Tahlequah , Ind . T. 

ov ember 26 , 1904 . 

Super i nt endent J . D. Benedic_t 

Mus kogee , I . T . 

De ar Sir : 

Mr . /yly and I ere at tm Female Seminary all day yesterday . 

''le went ov er t.he wo r k and methods and management of the entire 

ins tituti on with Supt . and Mrs . Allen and then with Principal 

Miss Allen . I think feel settled and encouraged by our vis i t • 

. , e smoothed out the few wrinkles gave some instructi ons and lef t 

Wi t h a wor d of good cheer and encouragement . The school in 

its part s and a s a whole is in good wo rking conditi9n. The 

man a gemen t of the domestic affairs and the laundry was never 

bette r . The Principal has shown good judgment and has the girls 

unde r control and the faculty is quite harmonious . Instruct i on 

in se wing , in which all the girls are concerned , is proving 

gen e r a l ly sat isfactory as well as the mending . Although i t 

took us fro m morning to f ive P . 1\' . we fee l a confidence and rest 

about the schoo l an d its work . Good reports are going ou t from 

it all ov er t he nat ion and word f rom parents i s reassuring . 

This mor ni ng e went out to th·e Male Seminary . ' e ent and 

came wi th a f e eling of sadness . As we drove up we sa the boys 

loa di ng i n the dray five tru nks . The boys were going horre t o 

sta y . le learned 8 boys were l eav i ng to d ay. Perb ap s 40 had 

gone home over Thanksgiving , and only 55 bo ys r eported at chape l 

6 . 
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this morning . e ;r e re a t d i nne r • I looked about and but 

fe boys were there . Mr . i' l wood says t m boys Will be back 

after Thanksgiving but ot hers say most of them wi ll no t come 

back. e have quest ioned ooys , teachers and parents to know 

w.ha t the difficulty is and c an as yet learn but t th· d ~ o 4 1ngs- oing 

no good , disgust at the Pri ncipal . e hear no c omplaint about 

his ife or daughte r or any of t m teachers . very thing 

centers on t h e Supt . and they say it is because he lets th3m do 

as they please , excuses too much from chapel , from schoo l or 

c lasses; le ts them conE to town , go honE , go hunt ing , p l ay 

sick . They say he is "dead easy" and they c an VTork h i m. Resul t 

t.hey have no respect for him, hissed him in chapel yesterday . I 

gave him a kindly but very plain talk , told him all of these 

things and gave him best advice at hand . ltr . !yl r appr av ed and 

co nf irme d my t al k . . e to ld him all complaint centered in him , 

not to give e4 c uses , to see personally t .hat every boy v1as a t 

c hape l, study hour , cl ass room , dining room every time ; to t ake 

nothing for granted , nothi ng on honor but to be personall y on 

hand and hold t hem all down by day and night r i ght t ere on t he 

premises until t he r "squealed" and t..he members of council and at

tenders of Da es . Commission when they g o home will say t hat re 

have taken hold and he i s "not easy" and c an not be norked . te 

Will have to personally watch this case next week and until 

there is s 0100 respect for the school management . For unfor-

tuna tely tbe faculty are fully dis cour aged and have for the moment 

lost f ait h in has doing (S ic) anything to support them or do 

his own ork . T.he f acu.lt y is co mpe tent , experienced , and 

Willing . But the best of them are ray do n in discouragement . 

r----6· 
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This conditi on c alLs for our close co nstant pe r sona l superv i s ion . 

I have fait h and courage and ought to be able to impart it . Hop e 

we rv i ll be abl e to hold the r es t of the boys , though no one 

knows just how many there are . Severa l boys have been suspended 

and sent hone fo r p layir:g c ards late l y and the word .bas gone out 

t .ha t car d p l aying and gambl ing is quite the indus try out t here . 

Mr. l wood took our instructions in a very n ice ay and sa id he 

t ake hold of the rna tter with vigor at once . It is up to him 

to prove e qual to the oc casion and at once with our strong sup-

port. T.here is one week more of council and four of school . If 

sch ool is to do anything like its pr oper rork 1e mus t turn t he 

tide and ge t rord out that will bring bac k pupil s for next term . 

e ought to be able to do it as we bave a good teachi ng fa culty 

and s o met hfng stror:g to rally about . This matte r ill receive 

my i mme di ate c areful attention . 

Al l of our teachers · will appreci ate any hastening of the pay-

men t of September cla i ms . However a large number of tarrants 

are .held bere awaiting the Chiefs signature . 

Very respectfully , 

Ben j .s . Coppock . 

s ch oo 1 S upe rvi s or C he r • a . 

(Endorse d ) Union Agency No. 6 November 26 , 1904 Be nj . s . coppock 
Tahlequ ah , I.T .----Conc erning co nd ition of affairs at a le 
Seminary.----



land. 
90:}.07-~904. 

JDepartEn:ent of t.te I nterior 
' 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 
' 

vash ington , 
Jan . 9 ,1905 . 

T.he Honor able, 

T.he Secre tary of the Interior . 

Sir : 

I have the honor to enclose a report from Inspector 

Vright, d ated December 23 , 1904 , submitting for Executive action 

an act o:f the National Council of the Cherokee Na tion approved 

by the Assist an t and Acting Principal Chief December 6 , 1904 . 

The act is as follows :----

AN ACT MAKIID AN APPROPRIATION FOR THE BENEFIT OF 

CHEROKEE PUPilS AT THE SCHOOL FOR THE. BLIND , 

DEAF AND IUMB NEAR FORT GIBSON. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL CO CIL OF THE CiillROKEE NATION : 

That the sum of S i x hundred and No/100 ($600 . 00 ) 

Dollars be, and tm s arne is hereby appr opriated out of any 

money belonging to the School Fund of t ,he Cherokee Nation , not 

otherwise appr opri ated , fo,r the benefit of the Cherokee pupils 

e.t the School for the Blind , Deaf and Dumb near Fort Gibson , 

Indian Terri tory, and the Princi pa l Chief is hereby au tborized 

and directed to draw his warr ants therefore quarterl y upon t he 

requisition o~ the Cherokee Board of Education . 

Mr. Wright submitted t.he a ct to Superintendent Benefic<t, 

(Sic) who in report of December m ,1904, recom.rr.e nds its approval . 

The Inspector says tba t appropriations of the nature of the one 

10923 
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covereEl by the act have ~retofare been made for the benefi t 

of this school ; tha t two or more blind or deaf and dumb Chero 

kee citiz e ns at tendi ng t be school at all times , and cone urs 

in the r e cornrrendation of the Superintendent . 

As the appropriation seerrus to be m cessary and in accor

dance with the long establis~d custom od' the tribe , I re spe ct

fully r ecomrr.end that the act be laid before the President for 

executi ve act i on , with request that he approve it . 

Very respectfully , 

C. F. Larrabee 

Acting Commissione r . 

GAW-H 

4 incls. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . l0923 Rec~ived Jan . ~4 , 1905 Office of 
U.S.Ind ian Inspector for Indian Terr1 tory . as~ulgton ,~~ · l7 , 
l905. Sec r etary .--- - Act of Cherokee Council , Wl t h prov1s1on for 
benefit of Cherokee pupils at deaf , blind and dumb school near 
Ft.Gib so n , returned , approved .-- - -

, l I 



DEP A TMENT OF THE INI'.li.RI OR 
Offic e o -r Sch ool upe rVi sor fo r Chero kee Nati on . 

Tahlequah , I nd • T • 

J an. 12 , 1905 . 

Superint en den t J ohn D. Benedi ct , 

Mu sk og e.e , I . T . 

Dear Sir : 

I have your letter of Jan . lOth , l 905 in which you retur n 

origina l r e .quis i t i on # 267 With item No . l 5 erased , being an allow

ance of $26 . 67 for R. R. Eubanks as acting upt . from De c . 24 t o 

31 i nclusive at the Male Seminary , toge the r wi th your reamns for 

not a llowi ng s arne , and re questing me to for ward the dupli cate 

requis ition . 

I will e~ lain this mattero The three member s of t he school 

Board and mysel f worked ten days early and late on account s of 

primary te a chers and appo in tn:ent s . I missed the Territoria l 

Teachers Association ee ti ngs in order to get school s organi sed 

duri ng shor t vacati on . . e su cceede d so wel l tha t we noti fied th e 

superintendents of our boardi ng instituti ons to p r epare and bring 

in t hei r a ccounts and vo uchers so as t o settle up on '"' aturday in 

order that Messrs . Br ewer and a r ks might go hone . Mr . Brewer 

and I made t~ sett l e rrent s and [r . Parks made up th e re qui s i tions 

from r epor ts a f ter e .had passed on them. Mr. /yly gene r a lly 

assisted and .00 ard a f f ai rs of numerous teachers and othe r office 

Callers . hen any of us reached a matter t hat ·as ne or di f fi -

CUlt it as c al l ed to the attention of others and pa ssed upon . 

During t ile af t ern oon soim matters reede d de ci sion a s c a lle r s vere 
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wa1 ting . Mr. fyly and I took several parties in the adjoining 

room and disposed of their matters for them and soon cleared the 

office of Vlaiting callers. ihile we were out Mr. Parks at the 

typewriter was up Wi th vork and h3 and • Bre er passed on Mr . 

Eubanks c erti ficate of time of employes at tbe ale Semi nary and 

at once went to making up the requisition No . 26? . ihen Mr . Bre wer 

and I finished the accounts I asked for the employes time and he 

said ] r. Parks had it , that they had passed on it and it was al l 

ri ght and turred to 1 • Parks and a sked for ntbe Eubanks employe 

list,~ Parks replied I an using it but it is all right and ad-

dressed me saying tt fe have gore all over it and it is all right . n 

Tbe various vork was finisred and all papers s.i gned by the 

Board. I .hastened with them to my office to get them ready and 

in the Post Office so as to have them in your office by - onday 

morning. As I bad examined every thing . I commenced my letter 

of transmittal at dusk but I noticed this item and then la:.id aside 

the requisit i on and crossed out refer·ence to it , as you will aee 

-in my sai d l etter to you of Dec . 31 . 

On Mon:lay I d is covered that I had by mistake left the original 

in tbe package and bad only t aken out the duplicate of No. 26? . 

I be. ve wri tten th i s statement to explain the followi ng one . 

On Mond ay I took t he duplic ate up to the o·ffice to call :Mr . yly' s 

attention to t wo erro rs and t o ask him to agree to the i r correc-

tion. I did not t h ink he knew any mor e about them than I did for 

he did not pass on t hem as Mr. Brewer and I had • 
It was evident 

15 days had already that the it em for p ay of l aborer was wrong, a s 

been paid for a nd we a t once oo rre cted that , but wh en I called 

14. 
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attention to item No. l.5 he was not inclined to do anything . I 

said I had signed the requisition wi thout any suspicion that such 

an item was i n it and I did not want my name to stanl for it . 

W.he n he sti ll would do nothing I told him I would not send i t in 

with my name to it with my approval . He was at once fur iously 

mad, s a i d h i s na:rre would stay , said that I knew as much about it 

as he did , but he would not change it -. He then said I was alvmys 

looking f or some thing to go. wrong and acted as if matters would 

not be done right if I did not look after them. As he talked he 

got madder and pace d the floor . He t hreatened me several times , 

end promis ed i f I ever again said or sugge~ted that anything was 

wrong, or cast any suspicions on the Boards conduct "I will hit 

you and tiit you hard , " your grey .hairs have heretofore protected 

you but tti serve notice on you now that the next time it happens 

you will ge t hurt" nyou c an just fix yourself for I will hit you . " 

I quietly waited for him to get through his talk and threats and 

then came away . 

For more than a v1eek after school closed we failed to agree on 

a Supt. The Boa rd insisting on Mr . Eubanks and I on Mr. Hlson . I 

did not l i ke s orne thi ngs about the situation and only on the 30 th 

did I cons e nt and re agree to elect .Mr. Eubanks • There was no 

possible basis for a cla i m the t be was Supt • . from the 24 to 30 Dec • 

The chances were that anot her man would hold t hat place the ne xt 

term. This is the se c ond time Mr. ·r~1Y has becorre fur i ously mad 

and t hrea t ening . The other time was whe n I to l d them of dissat i s -

for tul. tl· on fees from teachers 
faction wi t h t h:l failure t o account 

attending our s umme r nor mals . 



DEPARTMENT THE INTERIOR , 

Office of S chool Supervisor for Cherokee Nation . 

Tahlequah , Ind . T. 

Jan. 20 , l905 . 

My Dear Mr. Benedict : 

I e nclose you a two page letter f or file am i n certa i n future 

co nt ingencie s for use . I expect to keep sober and go on jus t 

tm sarr.e . I was not able to finish up work here and get out to 

vis it schools any this rreek . fe have the Hale Seminary now in go od 

working co ndition , but it did not just happ en so , it took work . 

Eubanks .has the for mer te v;arts work , Mitchell the forme r 

Principals worl~ with i ss Cox and alter Thompson to .belp with 

th:l High School 1\0rk , . T. Scott has 7th 8th grades , uckols the 5th 

6th grades , 1\ iss Rowe the pri mary room . 

and running smoothly . 

very t h i ng is settled 

vlhen I was l ast i n your office I laid the duplic ate requisition 

No .267 on your desk . verything is coming apace . 

Yours truly , 

Benj . s . Coppock . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . l4 January 20 , 1905 B. S . Coppock , Tah le quah . 
· f chools etc --------Encloses letter concerni~ organizat1on o s ' • 



. DEPAR'IME~T OF THE I:Nr ERIOR, 
Offlc e of Sclhloo l Supervi sor f o r Cmrokee Nat i on . 

Tahlequah , Ind . T. 

Jan. 28 , 1905 . 

Superintendent J ohn D. Benedic t 

Muskogee, I . T . 

Deer S i r : 

I have the h onor to report a fe w fac ts in r egard t o t he 

present organiz a ti on of t he cherokee s ch ool se r vice . 

Last quarter we ba d e i ght y (88 ) eight Union School t eache r s . 

Beginning :b,e bru ar y f ir st , re .have un i oni sed 2? Cherok ee Schools . 

e have e s t ablis hed e i ght (8 ) new Uni on s ch ools . 

"le have di s c ontinued t vro union s chools v i z : Cri t tenden , urora . 

We h ave withdrawn one (1) t e a cher from Bl ue Spr ings an d Aki ns , e ach . 

~{e now h ave f rom Feb . l st . l 905 i n town grade d schools , t eachers -
40 

In Union co untry sch ools " 119 

I n Chero kee " n " 8 6 

e have te a c m rs and a:n:p loyes i n Male Seminary 15 

Female " 20 

Orph anage 8 

Colored Hi gh ch ool ? 

The 0 ha h F 1 em l. nary 1· s well attended , the 
rp n age is crcwde d, t e 61la e 

Male Semina ry in good co ndition with 12? pup i ls and additi ons f re-

quently, tm Colored High School ha s 45 of whom 1? are in t he High 

School and 17 pay boord-for ne rly none of t hem pa id boa r d . 

E f Var ious dis t ricts . 
ncouraging reports come in rom 

,e need 

18. 
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more money t ba t e may establish more schools . '/e think we have 

reached t he limit of safety for pr esent a llowance of fu nds . 

Ve ry respe c tful ly , 

Ben j . S . Copp ock . 

School Supervi sor 

Cbe roke e Nati on . 

18 January 28 , 1905 Benj • . Coppock , 
(Endorsed ) Union Agency 0

• organization of sch ool s , e tc .----
Tahlequah, I.T.----Concerning 



DEP ARTME T OF TH I OR 
Off ic e of chool Supervisor fo r Che~kee Nation . 

My De ar Superintend ent . 

Tahle quah , Ind . T. 

eb . l6 , 1905 . 

I have your va rious letters a nd all matters are attended to 

except the pet ition of t he f ull blocxls a t Honey Hill School , east 

of Stillwell . I .ha ve lo olre d t he matter up at t he Dawes Comm., 

and now g o over to tm neighborhocxl to vi sit a f ew schools and 

see wha t I can d o for th os e peo ple . I ' ve caught up vii th al l 

corresp ondence , but ha ve a l ittl e Bookkeep i ng yet . 'y "Grippe" is 

better. ~ e had some orthodox wi nter i mported f rom the north . he y 

sent us snow , ice , freezi ng a nd a ll , but no co al or wood . 

Everything is doi ng as well a s weatm r ·d ll permit . 

'ai thfu lly , 

Copp ock . 

(Endorse d) Union Agency l .. o . lO February 16 , 1905 B. S . Coppock , Tahlequ ah 
Ind T V · tters are attended to G----• erry .---- ar1ous rna 



D PARTME NT OF THE I NTERICR 
' 

Offi c e of School Superv i sor for Cherokee Na tion . 

T ah 1 equ ah , I nd • T • 
Feb . 20 , 1905 . 

Sup er i ntendent John D. Benedict 

Mus kog e e , I . T . 

Sir: 

On your instructi ons of Feb . l 3 I have taken up th3 matter 

of t .he fen cing up of the pub lie highway and the Honey Hill s chool , 

six miles of Stilwell . I made a trip of investi gat i on to the 

school an d ne i ghborhood Fri day and on Saturday by appointment I 

net the s chool directors and several of the patrons of the school 

in t .00 town o f Sti 1 we ll . I also visited the office of the Dawes 

Commissi on and found t he location of t be al lotments of t ha nwhi te 

man" Hir am B. Thomas who figures in t he case . 

l e se t tled tm sch oo l matter by h is pe nnit ti ng the schoo l t o 

continue thi s term in the house as it is . Tbey agreed to take 

an acre lot near by but just a cross fue sect i on l ine on the c orne r 

of a f orty al l otted by a moo Colli ns , who told us al l t hat he 

would g i ve it and would s i gn a peti ti on to t ha t effe ct aski ng t he 

Dawes Commi ssion to rese r ve it . 

The neighbors are not at al l satisfi ed with the cl os i ng of 

the road. For more than thir ty years i t has been t he mai n Lee s 

Creek pub lic r o a d f r om Still ~ell and Evensvi lle t o F t Smith. They 

think 1 t shou ld be kept open a s t he co untry 1 s so hillY and r ough 

that it is not at all prac tic able t o op3 n on t he section l i nes a long 

t~re. 

11. 
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I told them that was the Indian Agents matter am for them 

to write to him about it and leave the school matter ou t. 

once assured me they V\Ould take the matter up at once. 

The y at 

Thomas is a well known character in that region , very nice 

when he has his om ·ay but very boisterous and contrary trhen 

crossed. It seems his sons hold with th3 rei ghbors and think 

the road . should be kept open . His son George rould prefer to 

have t .he school house r enai n where it is • I i ll receive a petit ion 

soon from the directors , Mr . Collins and neighborhood to have 

t~ acre r eserved across the line as agreed upon . 

I hope it will all work well , but is in a nice shape for a 

big nei ghborhood "fuss . " 

Very respectfully , 

Benj .s . Coppock . 

upv . 

February 20 1905 Benj . S. Coppock , 
(Endorsed) Union Agency No.ll fen ci ng up Honey Hill School .---
Tahlequah,I.T.----In r egard to 



DEPARTMENT CF THE INI'ERI OR 
Office of School SuperVisor for Ch::rokee' Nation, 

Tahlequah , Ind . T. 
February 28 , 1905 . 

Superintendent John D. Benedict 

Musko gee, I . T . 

Dear Sir: 

I submit a r eport on the organization of our schools for the 

present term. The Male Sem inary , the :B,emale Seminary , t he Col ored 

High School end the Orphanage are all well attended and in good 

health and hannony of work. Officers , instructors and employes 

are quite competent a!'l.d work in .ha. rmony . T.he severe winter has 

not adversely affected any of them either in attendance or work . 

Last term we had 40 teachers in town schools with about 1500 

che m kee pupils , 

118 coun t ry cherokee schools -with about 3563 cherokee pup ils , 

88 Union schools with 1343 cherokee and 3333 white pupi ls. 

This term we have 40 town (combined } schools , 117 Union 

schools and 89 cherokee schools . 

The $ 25,000.00 permitted us to open the 88 addi tional schools 

in localities mere trere were not enough cherokee children to 

keep a cherokee school yet we se cured in them an average of 
16 

in enrollment and an aver age a ttendaroe of 10. 
we thus secured 

the attendance at school and paid therefor from chero kee funds 

more than 1000 cherokees by congressional aid • This term we 

opened 29 of the crerokee schools consideri ng upon its merits as 

to condition of house, neighborhocxl ani strength of teacher' each 
This 

~ and now .have 117 union schools . 
o.~. t~ schools maintained 
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Will not i n crease the number of cherokees but will increase the 

number of white pupils who may attend . Had we established 29 

new schools we could have made the '25 , 000 . go farther as we 

would have paid part of each teachers salary from cherokee funds . 

As it is we will do nicely and can keep up about all of the school s 

t~ whole term . Tre threat af laying dom some of them at the 

end of tm quarter acts as a stimulus to both teachers and neighbor

hoods to keep up a go od attendance and mrk so as not to lose out . 

I think ou r organization is well adjusted and timed to get the 

large s t and best results out of our teachers and funds . 

Ve ry respectfully , 

Ben j .s . Coppock. 

School Supervisor. 

{Endorsed} Union Agency No . l3 Feb~ar~ 28 , 1905 . Ben~ · 8 · ~~~~ock , 
Tahlequah ,I.T .----Concem irg organ1zat~on of Sem1nar1e s . 



Hon.J.Blair Shoenfelt 

U.S.Ind. Agent 

Dear Sir: 

Tah1equah,I.T • 
May 2 ,1905 . 

As I understand , you have been authorized to appoint more 

Indian Police. 

I .hereby make applicat ion for position as Police 

Yours respe ctfu11y , 

Robt . B. Bean. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No ol4 Received May 3 , 1905 Office of U. s . 
Indian Agent,Muscogee ,Ind . Ter . May 2, 1905 Robert B. Bean , Talllequah, 
I.T.----Applicati on for appointment as Indian Policeman.----



San town , I . T. 

May 3 , 1905 . 

Hon.J.Bl a i r Shoenfelt 

u. s . Indian , Mos~ogee (Sic) I . T. 

There was a pertison (Sic) that was sined (Sic) by the 

people of this vicinit {Sic) and was give to Mr . c. F . Fry to 

send up to you , and we was in forn that it was not sent from 

Sallis aw . It was a perticon for C. A. ValUl for a polise for the 

Northern District . We ask you over to please if it reaches your 

of'f'ice, will you please notifie c. A. Vann at Ada . 

San town I . T. 

August llth , l905 . 

U.S.Indi an Agt . 

Mus kogee , I . T . 

Dear Sir: 

Just at the out go i~ of Mr. Schoenfelt administration , 

there was a pe tition sent to him for au . s . Indian Police at 

this place and I want to lmow what. disposition was made of it as 

to whether he passed on it or not or whether it was :b ft for your 

decision. Ans wer at once , I am , 

Yours , 

Cato Vann. 

Santown, I . T. 

November 7 , 1905 . 

U.S.India n Age nt, 

Muskogee,I.T. 
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Hon Sir: 

I writ& you in regard to my pe tition to you some time 

ago, concern ing the position of Indian Poli ce. Would be glad to 

hear from you at an early date . Marshal Jno . Brown says t here 

1s a vacancy am you c an consult him about me . 

Respectfully , 

Cato Vann . 

·ved Nov 9 1905 Office of u.s. 
(Endorsed) Union Age my No . l 5 Recel. 5 cato ' vann Santown , I . T. 
Indian .Agent,Muscogee ,In~ .Ter .No;. ? , 19~ition as Indian Police, is 
----Relative to his appllC ation or po 
told there is a vacallllCY .----

I 



To Honorable J . Blair Shoenfelt , 

United States Indian Agent- , 

Union Agency . Mus kogee , I . T . 

June 15,1905. 

We the und.ersigm d respectfully beg leave to recommend 

t~ appointment o1L Anderson Lowrey as a n:smber of the United States 

Indian Police. ·ife are well acquainted with Mr. Lowrey and lmow 

him to be competent and reliable and in every way fit ted to 

perform the duti es of the position . 

N. A. Gibson. 
Ed. A. Estes. 
R. R. Cravens. 
w. H. Keys. 
J. s. Blakemore. 
w. H. Patterson. 
N .. z. English. 
w. P. Butz. 
c. w. Winne. 
Harlow A. Leekle y . 
J .D.Benedict. 

. J l5 1905 Office of 
(Endorsed) Union Agency No.33188 Re~elV~~b un. et al Muskogee, 
U.S.Indian Agent Muscogee, I nd . Ter.N . A. 1 san,L wrey 'as Indi an 
I.T.----Recommend the appointment of Anderson ° 
Policeman.----



CHEROKEE ·L TI TAL .u O D 011, t UC ... ~TI ·, 
Tn.HLE U • I ·~JL.J TERRITO JY. 

June 20 , 1905 . 

Honorable J ohn D. Benedict , 

Superintendent of Schools in the Indian Terri tor y, 

1 uskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

sir:-

He h ave the honor to submit herewith a list of positions 

and salaries in the V""Arious boarding schools of the Cherokee 

Nat ion f or the fis cal year o f 1906 , and r e spe ctfully ask that 

same be aut hor i zed as f ollows , to - wit : 

A 1 E S E I I .h R Y. 

osition ~ onthly 
sal ary 

Superintendent and 
Prin . teacher 0 100 . 00 

[atron , Dome stic 25 . 00 

Nurse 30 . 00 

Matron Dining Rm . 30 . oo 

Cook 40 . 00 

Cook 30 . 00 

Gardner 20 . 00 

Laborer 25 . 00 

PQsic1an 50. 0 0 

lst hSst . Teacher . 75 . 00 

2d k.sst . Teache r . 60 . 00 

4 Asst . Te achers , 
each 50 . 00 

·onths 
emplo yed 

12 

12 

g 

9 

g 

9 

9 

12 

9 

9 

9 

1 nounts 

.;1200 . 00 

300 . 00 

270 . 00 

270 . 00 

360 . 00 

270 . 00 

180. 00 

300 . 00 

450 . 00 

675 . 00 

540 . 0-0 

1800 . 00 
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./ 

F E ~ A L E SE M INAR Y. 

Position 1vonthly months arnoun t . sal ary employed 

Super in t end en t ~· 50 . 00 12 ~600 . 00 

Matron , Domestic 25 . 00 9 300 . oo 
Matron , Dini ng Rm. 30 . oo 9 220. 00 

Nurse 30 . 00 9 270 . 00 

Engineer 40 . 00 12 480 . 00 

Cook 4 0. 00 9 360 . 00 

Cook 30 . 00 9 270 . 00 

Laborer 25 . 00 i~ 225 . 00 

Laborer 20 . 00 1 2 240 . 00 

Matron & Teacher , 
Dome stic 50 . oo 9 450 . 00 

Matron & Teacher , 
450 . 00 Sewing 50 . 00 9 

Physici an 50 . 00 9 450 . 00 

Principal Te a cher 100 . 00 9 900 . 00 

1st . Asst . ~eacher 75 . oo g 675/00 

2d . Asst. Te acher 60 . 00 9 540 . 00 

3 Asst . Te a chers , each 50 . 00 9 1350 . 00 

; RPHAN S Y L 1T ,. 
• 

Superintend e nt ~50 . oo 12 ~ 
soo .oo 

lta.tron 25 . 90 12 300 . 00 

Matron- l{ur s e 30 . oo 9 270 . 00 

Laundress 25 . 00 12 300 . 00 

~ash woman 15 . 00 9 
135 . 00 

Cook 40 . 00 12 
480 . 00 

Gardner 9 
225 . 00 

25 . 00 

Physician 12 
360 . 00 

3 0 . 00 
585 . 00 

9 Principal Te a cher 65 . 00 
34 
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0 R PH A 

Position .onthly 
salary 

2 asst . Te achers 
e a ch '65 . 00 

c 0 L R D 

Superint enden t 25 . 00 

Nurse & 1a tron 30 . 00 

Cook 25 .oo 

Laborer 1 5 . 00 

Laundress 20 . 00 

:trinci pal Te acher 65 . 00 

Asst . Te ache r 50 . 00 

Cherokee Board of Education 

Benjamin S . Qoppock 

Supervisor of chool s . 

Y L U l . Contd . 

~.~on ths 
employed 

9 

HIGH s c H 0 0 L. 

12 

9 

9 

12 

9 

9 

9 

very respectfully . 

• • yly 

s . F. Parks 

ount . 

"9 00 . 00 

300 . 00 

270 . 00 

225 . 00 

180 . 00 

180 . 00 

585 . 00 

450 . 00 

34 
(Endorsed) 
Tahlequah , 
schools of 

~ 34 , Re ce iv ed June 20 , 1 90~ . Be~j . s. Coppo~k , 
I . T . Submits a 1 is t o f pos i t1ons 1n t he board1ng 
t he Cheroke e at ion for the ensuing year . 



Hon. Dana H. Kelsey , 

U. S .Indian Agent , 

Mu skogee , I . T . 

Sir:-

Tahlequah , I . T. 
July 3rd , l905 . 

I mak e th i s application for position of Indian Poli ce in 

the Cherokee Nat ion . I am a single man and a location at Pryor 

Creek,---for t he position I seek would suit me . I give for 

reference ex-Chiefs . H. Mayes , J . C. Hogan, W; A. Graham and 

P. w. s. Ssmuels of Pryor Creek and c. J . Harris , A. s . ~yly and 

J. w. Staple r o f Tahlequah . 

Hoping t his appl ic at ion wi 11 meet ith your approval , I am, 

Yours very truly , 

Thos . B. Downing . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 42 Received Jul . 5 , 1905 Offic~ of u.s. 
Indian Agent, Mus c ogee , Ind . Ter. July 3 , 1995 . Thos . B. Downlng , . 
Tahlequah,I.T.----Makes application for position of Indian Pollee 
in Cherokee Nation, and gives references .----



Hon.D.H.Kelsey , 

Sir: 

U.s .Indi an Agent , 

Muskogee, I . T. 

Tahlequah , I . T. 
July 6 , 1905 . 

Having been informed that you are intending to appoint an 

additional Police at Tahlequah , I desire to make applic ation for 

the place. I have worked for the Dawes Commission for the past 

three years as Notary and Cherokee Interpreter . Can refer you 

to Maj. Breck i nridge and 7 . c. Rogers , Chief Cherokee Nation . 

Very Respectfully , 

Sanruel Foreman. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No 44 Received Jul . 7 , 1905 Office of u.s. 
Inlian Agent Mus cogee , Ind . Ter . July 6 , 1905 amuel For~man , Tahle-
quah, I.T.----MakBs application for appointment as Ind1an Police 
at Tahlequah.----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R , 

I.T.D.6397-1905 . 
lashing ton . 

July 14 , 1905 . 

United S t a te s Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

far I ndian Terri tory , Muskogee , I . T. 

Th ere is inclosed bereWi th a letter of J uly 8 1905 
' ' 

addresse d to the Secretary by Richard M. lolf , et al ., bead 

captains of t.he Keetoowah Organizati on , together with a com

munication of July 7th addressed to you by the same persons , 

and a "Synops i s of letter to the Chief of th3 Cherokee Nation 

by tm bro tror officers of the Kee too ah Socie ty , " all rel ating 

to tbe election of members of tbe Coorokee Nati onal Council , 

which they suggest be held on August 7 , 1905 . 

You are requested to submit an earl y report and r e C'ommen-

dation in t re premises . 

Respe ctfully , 

F .L. Campbell 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l2010 Re?eived Jul ~ l7 , 1905 Offi~e of 
U.s. Indian Insp eo tor for Indian Terr1 torY. Wa sh 1n gto n ' July ' ah 
l905.Secretary.Enclos i ngcr---letter from Ric .bard. 'lolf Ke8toow ' 
concerning selection of Chero kee Nati onal Counc11.----



Hon.Indian Age nt 

Sir: 

Valeda Kansas 
J uly 15 ,1905 . 

The Se s s ons of the northern part of scooswee scoowee district 

are in kneed (Sic) of a officer mi ty (Sic) bad for the leacers 

(Sic) are doing just as tha (Sic) pleas {Sic) with there cattel. 

(Sic) Tha. y (S i c) let them out on the commons and wont try to 

keep than up i n pastures , and if any body ses (Sic} anything to 

t~m about t he r (Sic) cat tel (Sic) they wi 11 tell him that i t is 

none of his tu siness and t.here is some men in here that brought 

some texas c a t tel (Sic.) in bere last spring and thay (Sic) are 

running out on the canmens two and now the cattel are dieng with 

the fea.ver a nd t~ peopel are ranting something dun with these 

cattel and t hese leacers have got lots of the section lines fenced 

up inside of pastuers that aught to be ope ned and there are 

varis other t hings that an officer is kneeded for and by request 

I make applicat i on to you for tm office of Indian Police and if 

referince is kneeded I refure you to Capt i on John West and Judge 

Walter Agnew and can give more referince if kneeded . 

Yours Respe ctfully , 

· dward A. Trent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 47 Received Jul .l7 , 1~0~ ~f~~~e V~e~;8 • 
Indian Agent,Musco ge e ,Ind.Ter . Jul y 15, 1905 ~~warp l ie~ · ~eports ' 
Kans.----Makes applic ation f or office of In l8n ° ' 
cattle running a t large, etc.----



Vinita , Ind . Ter. 
August 3rd , 1905 . 

Hon. Dana H. Kelsey 

u. s . Indian Agent , 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Sir:-

I have the honor to recanmend , at the suggestion of our 

Principa l Chief , the appointment of Clem Musgrove of Cl eremore 

Ind. Ter. a s an Indian Policeman . He is a Cherokee by blood and 

in every way well qualified for the position . 

Vlith c onsistent with the p ractice of the Agency we would 

be glad i f he be assigned to do special work for the Principal 

Chief and National Attor~ y of the Cherokee Nation , under gener

al directions from your office . 

I have the honor to be , 

Your Obedient Servant , 

L. F . Parker , Jr . 

National Attorney . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 42422 Received Aug. 3, 1905 O~fi~e 0§r 
U.S.Indian Agent, Mus cogee , Ind . Ter. A~ust 3/05 . L .RF~ cm!~n~~ , ., 
National Attorney Cherokee Nation , Vinlta , 1 • T .---;s~ion of Princi
appointment o f Clem Musgrove , of Claremore , at suggts that he be 
pal Chief', to position of' Indian Police , ~ re~u;stional Attorney.-
assigned to specia l duty for Principa l Ch1ef an a 



V.L.HURT . 

HURT AND LEE 

REAL ESTATE AND INSURANCE 

RAN LEE . 

Farms and cit y property for sa~ or rent . 

Mr .D.H.Kelsey , 

I ndi an Agent , 

Muskogee , I • T • 

Dear Sir: 

Fort Gibson , I . T., 

August 8 , 1905 . 

I hereby recommend John F . Fulsom , of Fort Gibson , Ind . 

Terr., t or Indian policeman , be lie vi ng him to be a good and 

competent man for the position. I have known him for seven 

') .) 
'v I 

years, during which time he has been a soley law-abiding citizen . 

He doe s not drink whiskey , and I have al vays found him to be a 

we ll behaved and law- abiding man . 

Yours respectfully , 

J . S . Holden . 

(Endorse d) Union Agency o . 43201 Received Aug.8 , 1905 ~ff~ce of 
U.S.Indian Agen t Muscogee , Ind . Ter . August 8 , 1905 J · ~ · 0 e:, 
Ft.Gibson ,I.T.----Re c ommends John F .Fuloon , of Ft . Glbson , or 
appo i ntme n t a s I ndi an Police .----



klEh orna Cit y , Oklahorra 
ovember 11 , 1905 . 

To the Honora ble e c r etar y of t he I nterior , 

\ ashingto n , • c. 

I n a ddi ti on t o our ap plic ati on rna de :o embe r 9 , for 

a permit for r i ght - of - way to cons truct t ele phone line s through 

certain portions of t h e Ind ian Terri t ory , we wo ul d like to have 

a permit to esta bl i sh a t elephone exchange a t k ia t ook , 

Cherokee ati on , Indi an e rri to r y . 

1 e are ha ving p r epared a map shori ng tbe loc at i on 

of our line along str e et s in t hat town , wh ic h plat , pprove d 

by the town o f fic i a l s , we expe c t t o f ar ware to you within a fe TI 

days. 

Yours t ruly , 

I NE <' T:EL --Hol"'"E J T:ELE G H C !.J' ·-;y 

By ____ ~E~·~D~·~l~·m~s~~~~~~----------------
Pr esiden t . 

ATTEST : 

E.E. ·, estervel t 
Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . 51259 Received ov .l5 , 190~ Of fice of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Te r ritory . Okl a horna C~ty , Okl a ., 
Nov.ll,l905.E . D. Nims .----Encls. app lic at i on f or perm~~i~~ ___ _ 
COnstruct telephone exchange a t Sk i a t ook , Che rokee • 



IONE R T H ,~. : ~ u:D Ti.!. •G_ H C 

E.D.Nims,Pr esiden t , 
Jno.M. Noble , Vice r es . and Gen ' l ~r . 
E.E. e ste rve1t , ~e c' y and r reas . 
Arthur .hor to n , udi tor 
Henry E . Asp , Gen e ral .Sol icitor . 

klahoma City , Okl ahoma, 
ovember 11 , 1905 . 

Hon.J. Geor ge . 'ri ght , Unit ed States I nd ian Inspe ctor , 

Mus kogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Dear S i r : 

I i n cl.ose you here ifith an a pplic at i on for per i t to con-

struct an exchan ge a t .::>k i atook , Cherokee ation , Indian Terri tory. 

Will you k i ndly a t tach this to the applic ation which m for mr

ded t o you on Nov ember 9 ,- and by- the- s;ray , I no tice that our 

applicat i on was not dated . , ill you be kind enough t o put date 

on same as of rovember 9 , 1905 , before sending it in to the 

Secretary , and oblige . 

Yours very truly , 

E . D. i ms , 

Presi den t . 

EDN-RAR . 

51259 



D I 11R'IME ""T OF TH I"JT~ I OR 
Offic e of chool Supervi sor fo r en: n--- kee 

Superintenden t John D. Benedict 

Musk ogee ,, I . T . 

Dear Sir : 

... v Nation , 

Tahlequah , Ind . T. 
ovember 20 , 1905 . 

) . 

I return t m vo uchers for Grace ye rs Dixon . In a day or so 

will send re quis itions for al l of the teachers reports at hand . 

Last Thursday I was seriously bruised and rolled in a fierce run

away but not crippled or in any way pe rmanently injured . I have 

registe r ed and endorsed all warrants and c leared my table of a c-

oumula t ed work . Can attend to all office work t ha t reache L 

me and di r e c t other matters very well . I ba ve about recovered 

except my knees and shins . L ish you would read the arti cles in 

last weeks Tahlequah .A:rrow about tbe pr esen t Council and t hei r 
~-

impeachmen t of t h3 Chief Hon . .c. ogers . I suppose he will com-

mission Mi ss Carlotte Archer today as me mber of Cherokee Sd1ool 

Board to succeed v r . • F . arks . The Cou nci 1 ma y elect a member , 

am a s th3 l a wyers are directing things (so I am told) t.he whoJe 

thing may get int o t te courts . 

It h t t Our a ce Ount s or war r ants involved 
mig t b e w~ll to no ge 

either as to tre pay of new members or other a ccounts . I f you 

have a ny i ns t ructi ons please let rre hear th i s week or by the close 

of the mont h. a new member for the busi ness of 
~e wi 11 not need 

the balance of t h i s month and not at al l f ar t hat matter. 
Pe r hap s 

rou Wi 11 want to run o ver and l ook ove r the gro und a f ew days . 
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Except too Council matter every thing appears to be in excellent 

shape. I do not see a need for annoyance about the strictly 

cherokee go vernmental affairs . They will a djust it or the courts 

will for them if need be , in the mean time there is no interfer-

ence wi th school affairs , unless the lawyers can see an entering 

wedge to comp l icate affair s so as to get into court and have the 

council re c ognised as legal - that is the great thing With them . 

Very respectfully , 

Benj . S . Coppock . 

School Supervisor 

Cherokee Nation. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . 23 Nov. 20 , l905 Benj .S . Coppock , T~hlequab , 
I.T.----Returns vouc.hers of Grace Myers Dixon ; give s synops1s 
ot impea chment proceedings a gains t Chief Rogers .-- - -



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I o R. 
V ASHINGTON. 

I.T.D. 1 4? 82- 1905 . November 24 , 1995 0 

United St ates Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory , Mus kogee , I . T. 

Sir:-

Receipt is acknowledged of your report of octob er 3 , 

1905, showi ng that t here has been made , pursuant to departmen

tal letter of June 16 , 1905 , a reappraisement of the improve 

ments loc a ted upon lands heretofore held by the Cherokee National 

Orphan Asylum, With said r eport you transmitted a copy of a 

report da ted September 23 , 1905 , rendered by Superintendent Ben

edict, by whom t he reappraisement was ma de . 

You st a te that you believe the appraisement as fixe d by 

Mr. Benedict is just and reasonable , both as to the Cherokee 

Nation and t he allottees . You therefore recommend that said ap

praisement be approved , and that you be instructed to notify the 

allottees to make payment of the proper amounts ; also that the 

Commission er t o the Five Civilized Tri bes be instructed not to 

issue certi f icates of allotment until advised that . such payments 

are made. 

Report ing in the matter November B, 1905 , the Indian 

Office concurs in your re commenda t ion . 

r J 
II 
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The appr a i sement made by 1 r . Benedict , as sho wn by his 

report o f Se ptembe r 23 , 1905 , is here y approved . 

The De partment a l so approves your ot her reco mmendati ons . 

It is re qu ested t hat you furnish t he Commissioner to t he Five 

Civilized Tribes with a descri ption of t he l ands upon which t he 

improv ements are loc at ed t he appraisement of wh ich has been ap-

proved herein ; a lso that you f urni sh sa i d Commiss i one r with a 

list conta i ni ng t he names of t he a llo t tee s whGI have applied to 

select said lands . 

A copy of t he Ind i an Office repor t i s ~nclos ed . 

Respectfull y , 

Thos . Ryan . 
First s s i stant s ecr e tary . 

1 inclosure . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 12892 , Recei v~d De c . 7 , 1~ 0 5 . Offi ce 
of U. S. I n di an Inspector f or Indian Terr1 to ry . / a~h1ngton , Nov . 24 , 
1905. Secre t ary . Approving re appraisemen t of t he l mprovements h 
located upon lands heretofore he l d b y the Che roke e National Orp an 
Asylum. 



DEP .ARTMENr OF THE IN:r ERI OR 
' 

'asb in.gton. 

I.T.D.l5640-1905. November 25 , 1905 . 

United States Indi m Insp ectcr 

for Indian rrerri tory, Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

There is transmitted .herewith to be for larded a letter 

of even da te to Mr . Alexander A. Dennison , Secretary of tm Cen

tral Title & Trust Company , Clara:nore , I . T., concerning the right 

ot way of t b3 Kans as & A:dc an sas Valley Railroad Company over 

certain lam in the Cherokee Nation . 

The Imian Office in letter of November 20 , 1905 , a copy 

of which is enclosed to Y..r . Dennison , mentions seventeen station 

grounds of this company. It states that too maps of the right 

at way of the oompany were made prior to the govemrrent survey 

e.nd have no re ference to t m survey ' and suggest tha t t m company 

be requested to file in t .te. t office plats of its station grounds , 

showing their location with referenc.e to the existing public sur

vey, and an affidavit showing that trey are tm same grounds and 

occupy identical.ly t m same loc ations as those shown upon maps 

4esignated by too names mentioned. 

It is requ ested that you invite th.e company's attention 

to 't~ matter in accordance wi th such recommemation. 

enclosure. 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan . 

Firs t Assistant Secretary . 

ought~ Commissiomr at Indian Affairs. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 12880 Receive d Dec. 4 , 1905 Office of 
lJ s Indian Inspector far Ind i an Territory. Wa sh i ngton , Nov. 25 , 1905 . 
S;c;etary.----Tran smits letter to be f orwarded to Mr. Alexa nder A. 
Dennison, Sec.Central Tit le & Trust Co ., concerning t he r ight-of 
way ot the Kans a s & Arkansa s Valley Railro a d Co . ove r cert a i n land 
in tie Cherokee Na ti on.----



DEP AR'.mfEN T OF THE I N.r ERI OR 
Office of ScHn.ool Supervisor fo.r Ch~rokee Nation 

' 

Tahlequah , Ind . T. 

Nov o 30 , 1905 . 

Superintendent John D. Bene diet 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Dear Sir : 
/ 

After you left ~ sterday, we talked s one vll th Miss Eleanor 

Allen and arranged for one of tm faculty to c a ll Mr . yly up 

by phom at his house at 12; 30 . He asked them to prepare in 

wri. ting a ni sign such s ta--tanen t as they wished to make about 

affairs up at t.he saninary . He then c a lled for Mr . Allen to 

cone dom. to the office at 2 ;00 o ' clock. 

Upon a hint and befo.re disclosures , Mr. E . V . Allen brought 

in tbe resignations of himself as SuJB ri ntendent and of his wife 

as matron . 

T~y mani:fested a very good spirit and I think all will be 

fixed up without clash or unpleasan t m ss . Trey are an:x:i ous to 

leave With tm gp od will of all .and will vork to that end . 

I n th3 eveni:Q3 representatives of the faculty brought in 

their statement a ski~ for a change and that for the present , at 

least , the duties of superint endent be added to those of Principal 

Teacher Miss Allen and promising cordial support and willingness 

to take any ne cessary additional duties to assure success . They 

were surprised to learn t.ha t the resi gna t i ans of the All ens were 

already 1n t he af' fie e of tmir o l{n ac oord. But t he Aliens have 

been e:xpeoting sone developzoonts for sorre three weeks ., and were 
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quick to see indicatd.ons. They l acked the experie ne e and tact 

tar a dj us tm.e n t ~he n the y kne w s om eth i ng mus t be done . Do 

not lrnow ltla. t wi 11 develope when the cooks are notified . 

days . 

P.s. 

tion. 

Se ttle :rrents, transfers and appointments will take us several 

Very respectfully , 

Benj . S . Coppock . 

School Supe rvisor . 

:Mr. S tory, t m cook just called and I have his resigna

Every th ing Wi 11 move smoothly . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No . 24 No"f. 20 , 1905 Benj . S . Coppock , Tahle
quah----Relat.i v e to th3 resignation of t he Supt of t m Female 
Academy at Tahlequah and t .he state of things i n general .----

I 

"' 



DEPARTMENT OF 1H' I N'"r ERIOR, 

Office af School Supervisor for Cherokee Nation. 

Tahlequah , Ind .T. 

Decerrb er 6 , 1905 . 

Superintendent John D. Benedict 

Musk C€ee , I ndi an Terri tory . 

Dear Sir : 

Since you were ~ re last v eek we .have passed on t he a ce ounts 

of ell of t ~ Hi gh School s for November. . e have a ccomplished 

changes at the Fem ale emina ry in organization by accepting the 

resig~ation of Supe ri ntendent • V. Al lEn and attachi ng the duties 

at the Superintendent to ·those of Principal Teacher and devolved 

them on Miss 1 leanor Allen. ',e acce pt ed resignati on of Domes-

tic Matron Mrs . Mineola Allen and deve lve duti es of the o ff ice 

on the otm r rna tro ns . e acc epted the resignations of the Prin-

Cipe.l end of tm Assist ant Cook and employed two suitable cooks 

tor the places . e assisted in t aking an inventory of property 

and will soon have the bond of iss Allen . 

All changes were made ~~i th a go oo degree of satisfa ction 

end pleasaBtness and everythi:r:g moves w ith prese.nt harmony and 

strength. 

~e have given ::.o:rre attention to conditions at the Col ored 

High Sob.ool and have relieved the work hand and devolv ed his 

1es on the Superintendent. 
e wi 11 direct all superi nten-

ts to see that all of their relp is fully emp loyed a ni to 

ort 1t any of them can be spared f rom t.be service • I hope 

able soon to look closely through all of our boarding 
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iBStitutions. Have spent a bout t wo days effecti ng the changes 

up at the Fanale Sem i nary and must see to i t th a t . liss llen 

gets a right start. ill r epor t changes i n teachers in day 

schools up to date in a fe w da ys . 

Very r espectfully , 

Ben j . • Coppock 

ch ool Supe rvi se r . 

(illdor sed) Union Agen cy No . 25 Dec . 6 , 19 05 . Ben j .s . Coppock , 
Tahlequahti . T.----Rela tiv e to reorgani zati on of faculty at Female 
Seminary .----



I.T.D. 
17806-1905 . 

The Commissione r of 

Indian Affairs . 

Sir: 

December 27 , 1905 . 

Your offi ce in a communication to thi s Department of 

the 21st i nstant , af ter reviewing the impeachment proceedings 

against V .c. Rogers , Principal Chief of the Cherokee Na tion 
~----· ' 

before an alleged council for sai d nati on , his al le ged removal 

from office, and the claimed election and qualif icati on of one 

Frank J. Boud i not , as his su.ccessor , and after r efe rring to t wo 

certa in al l eged le gislative a c ts passed by a body of men assuming 

to act a s a duly elec ted and qual i fied national c ouncil for said 

nation whic h me t and adjourne d du ring the month of November , 

1905, recommends that th is Department co ntinue its official 

recognition of the said Rogers as principal chief of the nation, 

and that too t wo a c ts referred to be not submitted to the 

President of t h e United States fo r executive a ction , but tha t 

they be r e turned t o t be files of the Indian Office . 

After most careful considerati on of this matter , and 

after an ora l he aring be for e t he Assi stant Attorney- General for 

this Depa r1lllen t at which Mr . Rogers a nd Mr. Boudinot were repre 

sented, it is believed i n view of all t .be fac ts and circumstances 

that the best int eres t s of t be Che rokee Nati on demand t ha t 

official recognation of Mr. Rogers as principa l chief of the 

13072 J 
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nation be co n t inued , a nd t hat no recogn i t i on what ever be accord

ed to either Mr . Boudinot or the t wo al le ged a c ts of s a i d 

alleged nati onal council . 

The r e commen dati on of your office is therefore approved 

without r e ga r d to and without an e xpre ss i on of op i n i on as t o t he 

grounds up on wh ich i t i s based , and t be papers are herewi th 

re tu:rne d f or the f i l e s of your of f i ce • 

10 inclo sures . 

13072 J 

Very respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Act i ng Se cretary . 



DEPAR'IMENT tF T1IE I NrERI OR , 

· ashing ton . 

I.T.D.l7806-1905. De cember 29 , 1905 . 

DIRECT . 

u. s. Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory , 

Mus kogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

There is enclosed press copy of Delartmental decision 

of December 27 , 1905 , in which the Indian Office was ad

vised "t.ha t ~ the best ~erests of the Cherokee Nation demand 

that official recognition of Mr. Rogers as principal chief 

of th9 nation be continued , and tbat no recog n i t ion whateve r 

be accorded to either Mr. Boudinot or the t wo al leged acts 

of said alleged national council . " 

1 enclosure o 

Respe ctfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . l307 2 Received ~an • . 2 , 1906 Office of 
U. S .Indi an Inspector for Indian Terri tory. 1 ash1ngton , Decembe:r:' . 
29, 1905. Secretary .----Encls . press copy of ep~rtmental declSlon 
ot Dec. 27-05 in which the Indian Off ice was adv1sed ~h~t the 
best interests of the Cherokee ation demand t hat off1c1 a l 
recognition of Mr. Rogers as Prin . Chief of the Jati on be 
continued.----



Land. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

office of Indian Affairs 
' 

1•fashing ton . January 6 , 1906 . 

J. Geor ge · right , sq ., 

Sir : 

U. s . Indian Inspector for Indian Ter ., 

Mus k og e e , I • T • 

During your recent visit to the city you brought to 

the attention of the Office , in an informal way , tm matter of 

tm descri pt i on of the tract of land set aside in accordance 

With the provisions of t he agreement be t v1een tbe Cherokee Nation 

and the United Sta tes f or Willie Halsell Colle ge a t Vinita . 

It is understood by t he Office that tie authoriti es of 

the churc h hie h has supervision over the i llie Halsell Colle ge 

object to tm form of deed executed by the Principa l Chief of 

the Che rokee Nati on transferring the title to the tract in 

question, in that it does not describe the tract by metes and 

bounds. You ask that you be furnis.ted a description of the 

tract by metes and oounds for your use in connection with this 

matter. 

Too following is a descri ption by me tes and bounds of 

tbe tract mentioned : 

Beginning at a stone set 15 . 6 ' east of a point , on 

the N. & s . cent er line of Sec . 15, T . 25 N., R. 20 E . of the 

Indian Mer., 147' s . of the NW Cor . of tm NE/ 4 of said Sec-

tion; thence s . 25 de grees 35 ' w. 2?06 ' to a stone ; thence S . 

6 then ce N. 25 degrees 35 ' E . 
4 degrees 27 ' E . 25?4' to a stone ; 

2706 1 to a stem; tllen:n.ce N. 64 degrees 2? ' w. 25?4' to the 
(13i28) 
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point of beg i nni ng . 

Very respe c tfully , 

C. F . Larrabee , 

Ac ting C onrrnissi one r . 

EBH-Y. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No . 13128 Re ce i ved Jan . 9 , 1905 Office of 
U.S .Indian I nspe c tor for Indian Terri tory. vashingto.n , January 
6, 1906. Commi ssiore r .----Gives description by metes and bounds 
of th3 trac t o f land set aside for allie Ha l sell Colle ge , 
Vinita~----



Cherokee Nationa l Female Semi na ry . 

Tahl ecpah, I . T. 
J anuary 8 , 1906 

The Board o f duc at ion 

and Supervisor o-'- Cbe ro ke e chool s , 

Tabl e q uah , I . T. 

Gentlemen : 

I beg to call your attention to the fac t that t he duties of 

t~ Seconi Ass i stant in t he Hi gh chool are now and have been 

ever since my co nne c t i on nth the institution equal in every way 

to those of t m First Ass i st ant . S ince t he recent change some 

additio na l classwork ha s been assumed by the se cond assistant 

and these f a c ts co nsidered l i th t.he abilit y and character of the 

present incumben t prompt rre to ask that her salary be rai sed 

to that of the irst Assistant . 

Very respectfully , 

Mo Eleanor llen. 

Pri n cipal teacher and acting 

Su}:erint endent . 

{Endorsed) Union gen cy No . 27 . January 10 , 1906 . Board of "duc~
't1on and Supe rvi s.or B. S . Coppock , Tahlequah, I • ~ .----R~co~~~~e!sed 
that tbe sala ry of 2nd asst . teacher , emale Semnary , e 1 

to 75 . 00 per month.----



o. H. P . BRE .. ,ER , President , /ebbers Fal ls I T 
A. S . JYLY , Se c retary , Tahlequah , I . T. ' • • 
s .F.PARKS , Tr easurer , Vinita , I . T . 

CHERO KEE NATI 1 IDARD OF EDUCATION 
Tahlequah , Indian Terri tory 

January 10th , l906 . 

Honor able John • Bene d iet , 

Superintendent of Schoo l s in 

Indian Territory . 
L us kogee , Indian Terri t ary . 

Sir : 

. e en close , here\\li. th , a letter from • Eleanor Allen , Princi

pal te a cher and a cti ng Superin tendent of the Cherokee Female 

Seminary , Tahlecpah , I . T . re questing t hat the salary of the second 

a s si s t an t tea cher in t h a t school be ire reased . 

On De c ember 1st , 1905 the position of superi nt endent in the 

school was v acat e e and t~ principal tea cher assurre d the duties 

of this o ffice in co nne cti on with those of her own . . 'e have only 

three te a chers in tm high s chool department of t h is institution , 

including t he pr inci pa l , and since she is filling bothpqsi t i ons , 

superi ntendent nd principal , sm c an not and does not devote as 

much t ime t o class wor k as she formerly did , Cllld , consequently , 

the bulk of t he work in this depar t men t devolves upon the firs t 

and second assi stants . 

';e , tmre , r e comme nd that t he salary of t he second assistant 

teacher be i n creased f ro m $ 00 .oo a month to ~p 75 .oo a month. 

espe ctfully , 

Benj.s . coppock, s upervisor of schools . 

o. H. P . Bre re r , 
A. S . · yl y 

Cherokee Board of Educat i on . 



January 31 , 1906 . 

Tahlequah, Cherokee Nation , Indian Territory , January , 

3lst.l906. 

To the Hon . Dana H. Kelsey , U .S . Ind .Agt .Musko~e , Ind . Terry . 

We the undersigned , your petitioners , resident in the town or 

Tahlequah, Ind.Terry ., auld resp ctfully repre sent the. t they are 

personally well acquainted with our townsman , Robert B. Bean, 

and who we have so known for a number of years Jla st past , being 

a Cherokee Indian by blood, and b eing of sober industrious habits ,. 

quiet, peaceable and law abiding at all times , who we deem well 

qual it ied for the position of member of the Indian Police , and 

we take pleasure in recommending him accordingly, and would ask 

that he be appo · nted to such office , as in duty bound , your peti-

tioners will ver pray & c,----------------

NAMES NAMES 

J. T. Cunningham. 

1.L. Dement, N.o. 

Noah Perris. 

Herbert C .Smith. 

Jesse .Sixkiller. 

Sherry Dick. 

A.s. Wyley, Mayor o 

Benj .s.coppock. 

C.J .Harris. 

A.B. Cunningham. 

J.s.stapler. 

Rob . B. Ross . 

George W . Beng • 

m. B. Rasmus , Attorney . 

L. C. Ross . 

I 



February 6 , 1906 . 

Ron. Secretary of the Interior 

~ashington , D. c. 

Sir : 

In Novembe r last I ¥1 rote you concerning the Cherokee National 

Council at its Regular oession , electing me Editor of the Cherokee 

Advocate Ne wspaper , according to existing laws , and that my pre 

decessor refused to turn the office over to me , and re ques ting yo u 

to make an order , whereby I could be placed in possess ion of the 

office to which I had been elected . I desire to insist and urge 

that you direct Vi . J . Melt on to vacate said office and turn the 

same over to me , as tm legally elected tditor of said newspaper 

which is publis hed by the authority of the Cherokee Nat i on , and come s 

under your co rrt ro 1 . Two years ago last November • J . Mel ton 

was e le c t ed as such 'd i tor for the period of two years , which 

. expires on tre th ird Monday· of November 1905 , at hich time the 

Cherokee National Counci 1 at its Regular annua l Session elected me 

to the Editorship of said paper, and now Mr. Mel ton refuses to 

i k that he lf-e directed to tum sai d g ve me possession , and I as w 

office over to me , as the time for which he was elected has 

expired and I have been elected by ·the same authority that elect-

ed him ~o be his successor . 

Very respectfully , 

J . T • Par ke r . 

. d F b 19 1906 . 0ffice of 
(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 13385 Re?e1 ve 7 ~ ~ ton February 16, 
O.S.Indi an Inspe ctar for Indian Terr1 tory • a lng f ' J T 
l906.Seoretary.----Refers for appr o.ac tion l~t~er 0~~:ssi;n ;f 
Parks, Tahlequah , I . T., rel. to being place 1nfp which he was 
the office of the Cherokee Advocate Ne rsp ~:r:er, 0 

lected editor by Cherokee National Counc11 .----



DEPAR~~T OF THE I NTERI OR, 

OFFICE OF SCHOOL SUP RVIS OR FOR C ROKEE NAT I ON , 

Tahlequah , Ind . T., 

ar. ?t h , l906. 

Superintendent John D. Bene di ct , 

Muskogee, I ndian Terri t ory . 

Dear Sir:-

I have your let t er of Mar . 6th . wherein you call attention 

to the proposed co nver t i ng of the 100 separate cherokee day school s 

into ·combine d schools , and note your op i nion as to the proposed 

change. The matte r was brought up by Mr . Coppock some t ime ago, 

and Mr. lyly supposed that he had talked the matter over with 

you. I suppose that Mr . Coppock ' s opinion was based upon the 

event of all tribal r el at i ons ceas i ng . At any rate the schoo~ 

Will continue unti l t he c l ose of the year along the lines suggest-

ed in your letter. 

Very respectfully yours , 

D. Fr ank Redd . 

Supervi s or of t he chool s in t he 
Che rokee Nat i on . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency No. 28 Mar. ? ,1906 D. Frank Redd , Tahle quah, 
I.T.----Conoerniag t he 100 separ ate Cher okee Schools .----



DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR , 

a shington . 
I.T.D.3898 -l906 . March s , 1906 . 

The United States Indi an Inspe c t or 

for I ndian Terri t or y , Muskogee , I nd. T. 

Sir: 

The Department i s in re ceipt of your letter of February 20 , 

1906, transmitting an agr eement , i n qu adrup l icate , entered into 

by and between t he U. S oind i an Agent , Un ion Agency , and t he 

Kansa s and Arkansas Valley a i1way , a corpor a t i on organized 

under t h e l aws of t be State of Arkansas , hich agr eement i s 

dated August 31 , 1905 , and i s an extensi on of a contract approved 

by the Department on October 18 , 1904 , between sai d Agent and 

said Kan sas and Arkans a s Val l ey Railway , covering tbe purchase 

of 500,000 cubic yards of gravel , to be taken from t he bars and 

bed of t h e Arkansa s Ri v e r near · ebbe r ' s Falls , in the Cherokee 

Nation, I ndi an Terr i tory , where the same runs through the ·I 4 

of Section 20, t he NE/ 4 of e ction 19 and the SE/ 4 and NW/ 4 of 

Section 18 , Township 1 2 North , ange 21 East ; su ch gravel t o be 

paid for a t the r ate of 2 cen ts per cubic yar d ; sai d ori g i nal 

contract be i ng dated Septemb er 1 , 1904 , to continue in force 

and effect one year from t he date tbe reof . Thi s extens i on con-

tract is to co n ti nue in for ce f or one year from t he date thereof . 

· t he You s tate that t.he surety on the bond a ccompan y1ng 

original contract has endorsed i ts consent to t he extension and 

13615 
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agrees that such born s h al l rema i n in full for ce and effe c t 

during such ti me. It i s also s tipulated that this agreement 

shall be atta ched to and b e come a par t of the origi na l con t r act . 

You re c anme nd t hat the s ame be appr oved ; tha t the origi nal 

be attached to the or i ginal c ontrac t on f i l e in t he Indian Office , 

end the r emai n i ng copies returned to your office for appropriate 

disposition • 

Reporting in t he matter arch 3 , 1906 , the Indian Office 

concurs in your reconune nda t i on . A copy of its letter is inclosed . 

The Department has approved the extension contract , and 

three pa r ts of same are returm d hereWith for appropriate dis -

position . 

4 inclos ur es . 

Respe ctfully, 

Thos . Ryan 

First Assistant Secretary . 

(Endors e d ) Union Agenc y No . l 3615 Re ceived Mar . ~4 , 1906 Office of 
U.S .Indi an I nspector for Indian Terri tory. ash1ngton , March 8 , 
1906 Secretar y ----Approves extension of a contract be~ween ;he 
Indi;n Age nt ~d too K. & A. V. Ry . , coveri ng tre pure ase 0 

500 000 cubic yards of gravel to be taken fro~ the bars and 
bed'or the Arkansas iver in t he Cherokee Nat1on . -----



DEPARTM ENT 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

W A S H I N G T 0 N. 

I.T.D. 4214-1906. 

United States I ndian Inspector 

for the Indian Te r ritory . 

Sir: 

March 15 , 1906. 

The Depa:~r-t men t is in receipt of your report , dated Mar ch 

6, 1906, (Direct) D.-13538-1906, acknowledging receipt of depart

mental letter of March 3, 1906 , concerning the continuation of 

? 0 

the tribal school s of the Five Civilized Tr ibes during the present 

scholastic yeat. (Sic) You state that the principal Chief of 

each Nation has been advised of the continuation of the tribal 

governments and proper action has been taken in reference to con

tinuing the schmol s ; that no further action is necessary by the 

Department, excepting in re gard to the Cherokee Nation , where the 

contracts for boarding schools expired March 4 , 1906 . 

You further s tate that the Superintendent of Schools in the 

Indian Terri t or y has been -, advised to continue such schools and to 

submit for consideration agreements extending the terms for such 

contracts for the remainder of the present scholastic ye ar . 

You are advised that your a ction is approved by the Department . 

Through the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs. 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 
First Assistant secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l36 5B .Received ~ar . l9 , 1906 . 0ffic~ of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territor y . ~a shlngton, Mar . l 5 , ~ 90 • t 
Secretary.----Approves a ction of Inspec t or rel . to . advis~~os~~b~it 
ot Schools to continue schools in the Cherokee Nat}ofh:O co ntract 
for consideration agreements extending the terms 0 

therefor for the remainder of the present schola ctic year . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F THE I N T E R I o R. 
1 SHI1 GTON . 

I.T.D 5124-190 6 . 
5234- tt 

The United Sta te s Indian Inspecto r , 

For Ind i an Territory , Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

JJarch 3 1 , 1906 . 

There are returned herewith t he paper s relative to the 

actions of . T. h i ttaker in connection with Indian lands , receiv

ed with your l et ter of . arch 28 , 1906 . 

Reco mme ndation has been made to Congress rel at ive to the 

proposed ap pr opr ia t ion of 10 , 000 for t he care of or ph an child

ren at the Vhi tt aker 1 orne. It has been suggested that for the 

paragraph r elat i ve to said home , found in t he Indian Appr opria

tion Bill, line 19 , page 23 , there be inserted as fol lows : 

"That t he Se cretary of the Interior be , and he is hereby , 

authorized to make such con tract as in his judgment se ems advis 

able, for t he c are of Cherokee orphan Indian children in the Ind

ian Territory, and that the proceeds from leasing of the lands al

lotted to such orphan Indian children shall be used , under d irection 

of the Secretary of the Int erior , for their care and suppor t , and 

for the purpose of c ar ry i ng this pro vi sian into effect , the sum 

ot ten thousand doll ars, or so much thereof as is necessary , is 

hereby appropri ated out of a ny mo neys i n the Treasury not other -

iae appropriated. 

\ 
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It is r equested tha t you fur t her investigate the con duct 

of Mr. hittak er in connection with Indian l ands , in order that 

the Departme nt may be fully ad vi sed and in order that he may be 

prevented if possible from defrauding any Indians . 

Respectf ully , 

Tho s . Ryan . 
CTI NG SECRET' RY. 

2 inclosures. 

(Endorsed) Union J gency ~ 13806 . Received April 5, 1906 . Office 
of u.s. Indian Ins pec tor for Indian Territory . ashington , · ar . 3l , 
1906. Secretary. e turns papers relati ve t o acti ons of :r~ . T . 
Whittaker in connection with Indian lands , with reques t f or further 
investiga tion. 



a .; I l ' on , • • 

pr il 2 , 1906 . 

1. Geo . .Ir i ght , 

iu skoge e , I . T. 

De ar Sir : 

Your letter of !arch 29 , r ece ived , and wi l l say that 

it is Etra nge to :e tbat t he · i o e er Te l . Co . or any one e l s e 

would think t ha t a ci t i zen di d not kno w a s ect ion line fr om a 

railroad right - of - way . 

Their })O l es ar e s t ill on s e c t io n line a l ong r;. , • ~ 

sec . 30 T. eo R. l 4 you need not t ake my Hord f or t hi s . s end 

your ma n he r e and I ~ ill sh ow him. I:t~ ve hi m t o get of f a t 

Rice St a tion and l e t me kn \, wha t day he will oe he r e and I 

will meet him . 

They will ne ver ove t heir pol es t ill t he y ar e m~de t o 

do so for they hav e go t out of it so fa r . I ha ve been af t er 

them now about l r . v ith no r esu l ts . 

Your r espect f ull y , 

J . dgar ~lournoy . 

(Indorsed) 
v 

Union agency t 54646 
,... 



April 5 , 1906 

INDIAN TERRITORY, WEST.i!.. RN DISTRICT THEREOF . 

TO THE HONORABLE DANA H. KELSEY 

UNITED STATES I NDIAN AGENT FOR THE INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Your :petitioner , Robert E. Villiams , res:r;ectfully represents 

to your Honor t hat he is thirty years old and is a resident of t he 

City of Muskogee , residing therein with h is family for the pas-

, sed t wo years , that he se rved as a soldier in t he regular army 

of the United States from March 29 , 1899 to March 28 , 1902 being 

the full t erm for which petit ioner enlisted ; that petitioner has 

also served on the police force of the City of Muskogee for the 

passed one year continuously ; that pe titioner is a citizen of the 

Cherokee Nation by blood and enrolled as such Cherokee ; t hat 

petitioner was reared in the Indian Territory and lived therein 

all of his life e xcepting while serving t he United States as a 

soldier, as befor e stated, and petitioner i s well acquainted 

Wi t h the Indian country; that petitioner also served t wo years 

as city marshal of the i nc orporated town of Pryor- Creek in the 

Chero kee Nat i on . 

Your peti t i oner respectf ully asks for an appointment under 

your Honor as United States Indian police for the Indian Territory 

and r espectf ully submits t his petition and the following r ecom-

mend a t i ons • 

Robert E. illiarns . 

{ h d res;dents of t he Indian Territory, r espect-a, t e undersigne · ~ 

tUlly state that we have known Robert E. "il l iams , severally , for 

a od and kn h;m to .have been reared in t he Indian go many years , ow ~ 

Country and t o be a ci tizen of the Cherokee Nat ion t hereof • 

105. 
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we also know him to be a person of good moral character and 

business capacity and abil i ty, and to be a person of sober habits 

end and to be fu l l y competent and trust worthy to perform the duties 

ot the offi c e of Unit ed States Indian Police , and we respectfully 

indorse h i m for said office . 

F . B.Fike , 

Claude o . Thompson , 
H. C. Cobb , 
w • W .Hasti ng s . 

.. A r 5 1906 Office of u.s . 
(Endorsed) Union Age ncy No . l05 Recel~e~ llii~ , Must gee , I . T.---
Indian Age nt, Muskogee, Ind . Ter. ~ober 

1
. • also reooiJJiilendations .--- 

Petition for appointment as Ind1an Po lee , 



HARRY PADGETT , 
Dealer in 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

Br aggs , Ind .Ter. 
May 14, 1905 . 

To the Hon.Indi an Agent ,Union Agency , 

Muskogee,I. T. 

We, the underaigned , citizens of Braggs and the surrounding 

country 1 re spec tfully petition your Honor to appoint as a member 

of the U.S.Indian Police of the Indian Territory , Mr .Evverett w. 

Fooy, of Braggs , I . T., believing as we do , that it will he for 

the gpod of th3 communi ty in many respects . Our part o.f the 

~ountry has no t , until recently , .had representation in the Govern

ment offices, and we f'ee 1 that a great deal for law and order 

Will be gained by this appointment . · We know Mr . Fooy to be sober 

end of regular habi.ts , and a vigorous upholder of the law , and 

believe that he is i n every way competent to fill the position . 

Respectfully subnitted , 

Wilson N.Smith ----------- --Assistant Post Master 
R.H.Hawkins, M.D. P.M. 
M.B.Scott, M. D. 
Harry Padgett, Genl . Merchant , 
Charley Starr, 
M.A.Soot t, M. D. 
Johnson Kirk, Deputy 
J.W.Hamm, City Marshal 
O.J.Dav1a, Butcher. 
George Conrad, 
Oharle a Ballard, 
N.M.Dougherty, 
R.P.Sager. 
I.V.Peters 
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Johnson Waters ---~---------------
E.B.Smith , 
John Jares, 
J.c.Ma.rlow, 
Andrew Sanders , 
J.W.Ayres, 
Ahrin Bruce , 
Charley Newman , 
A.T.Da.vidson, 
W.R.Bruce , 
T.J.Lowrey, 
B.D.Hawn, 
F.A.Ca.stanien, 
P. w .castanien 
c.Y.Castanien 
A.E.Bullock , 
Jim Guthrie, 
J .M.Cal vert, 
I.G.De.vis, 
Richa.:r;d T. West , 
c .s.Gomalis , 
Alex Ballard, 
Levi Rogers , 
J.L.Mathis, 
John Hilderbrand, 
Pomp T hemp son 1 
Edward Hammond , 
John Luman • 

• 

Mayor of Br aggs 
Farmer 
Salesman . 
Farmer 
Fanner 
Farmer 
Farmer 
Far mer 
Farmer 
Carpenter 
Salesman 
Pr esiden t Bank of Br aggs , 
Cashi er Bank of Braggs , 
Vice Pres iden t Bank of Braggs . 

Sal esman 
Farme r 

U. S. I ndian Pol ice . 



HARRY P AOOETT , 
Dealer in 

GENERAL MERCHANDISE 

Braggs , Ind . Ter . 
May ffi , 1906 . 

Hon. Dana H. Kel sey , 

Mus kogee, I . T., 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed pJe ase find petition for appointn:ent of myself for 

member of the Indian Police of the Indian Terri tory , which I 

trust will meet your approval , as I feel that I have been diligent 

enough in the di scharge of my duties to warrant my filling the 

office with credit. 

Assuring you that if appointed , I shall do all in my power 

to do honor to the office , I am , 

Your obedient servant , 

Everett rf . Fooy , 

Deputy U. s . M. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l42 Re ceived May 31 , . 0 06 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent Mus l<:ogee , Ind . Ter . Everett • Foey , B7agis, ~ . T .---
Eno. petitio~ for appointment of h i mself as Ind1an Pol1ceman.----



SFECIAL. 

I.T.D.l8458-190 6 . ep tember 22 ,1906 . 

The Commissi oner of Indian Affairs . 

S ir: 

I n compliance ~i th the recornrrenda ti on of your Off ice , 

date d Sep tember 2J , 1906 ( due a ti on 31152- 1906) , the list of 

day school s , posit ions and salaries re cormnended by Superinten

dent Benedi c t for tm Cherokee Nation , Indian Terri tory , invol

ving an expen di ture of .;P840 , payable from "Indian Schools , 

Five Civiliz ed Tribes , 1907" , is hereby au thor ized and approved . 

Said lis t is as :follows : 

School. 

Crapoe, 
Chandler, 
Long Prairie, 

alary per 
month . 

35 . 00 
35 . 00 
35 . 00 

Number of 
months . 

8 
8 
8 

.Annual 
salary . 

'280 . 00 
280 . 00 
280 . 00 

Total----$840 . 00 

The letter of the uperintendent is returned . 

Respec tfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Ac ting ecretary . 

1 inclosure. 

15463 



ange cons t ruction , Bartlesville & 0 1 . . 
v o l1 ns v 111 e • 

PION EER T E L H I E & 

L ~ . D P T:E NT . 

E.D. Ni ms, Pres. 
Jno. r .. r. Noble Vice r est ct Gen .· 
E.E. Westervelt, ec ' y & Tre a~. 
A.rthur vlhor t on , udi t o.r 
Hlmry E. s p , Gen . 0olicitor . 

gr . 

T E L G R J; PH 

Oklahone Ci ty , Okla . , 
January 14, 1907 . 

Honorable J . George ,Jri ght , Ind i an I nsp ect or , 

·uskog ee , Indian Terr itory . 

De ar Si r : 

· 'e are hand i ng you herewith aff i dav its cov ering the 

da t e of construction of t he Bartlesvill e and olli nsville e~

changes, as pe r your request of recent date . 

co. 

The o t her i nformation for which you asked will be fur -

nished you just as soon a s we can procure it from outside source . 

Yo rs ve r y truly , 

J . R. Sp i rlman . 

Solicitor . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency # 61288 Received Jan . 23 , 1907 . O~fice 
of u. s. I nd i an Inspe c tor for Indian Territory. Ok lahoma C1ty , 
Okla., J an. 14 , 07 . Pi oneer Tel . & ~e l. co . Trans . _aff i dav it 
of E.D. Nims rel. t o da te of c onstruction of Bartle .... vll Le &. col-
linsville exchanges . 



January 21 , 1907. 

l, E. D. Nims , being first duly s orn , her eby s t at e 

under oa th t ha t I am Preside nt of the F I ONE i'R TELEP::urr ' D 

TELEGRAPH CO ,!!? . ry . 

TH.T , ~he Collinsv ille exchange which is being operated 

by said Company as cons tructed during the spring of 1903 , was 

first put into opera tion on pr il 1st , 1893 , and was t aken over 

... ./' 

by the PIONi' 1 R T r1 E o c, JD 'I' 'LEG Y on I1rarch l st ., 1905 . 

(Si gnature) 

Subscribed a nd s worn to before me 

this~lst da y of January 

t.D. 1907. 

(Si gna ture ) R. 1- . Rat tedger 
Not ary Public , 

ly commission exp i res June 5 , 1 10 . 

61288 

E . D. Nims 

r es ident . 



Robt. L. Owen • T. ~ i sdom 

Offices of 

ROBT . L. OWEN 

209 - 210- 211 Mi ssouri Building 

Muskogee , I . T. 

January 25 , 1907 . 

Hon. Dana H. Kelsey , 

Sir: 

United States Indian Agent , 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 

e desire to recanmend Mr . Owen McNair , of Pryor Creek , 

Indian Territory, f or appointment as United States Indian Police

man, to be stati oned at Pryor Creek. 

e believe that his appointment would be satisfactory 

to Pryor Creek and the people of that vicinity tilld will be glad 

to hear of his appointment if a vacancy exists . 

Yours re~ectfully , 

R. L. Owen 

T. T. Wisdom. 

{Endorsed) Un ion Agency No.l62 ece ived Jan . 6, 907 Off. ce f U.s . 
Indian Agent M s l ogee Ind . Ter. Jan . 25 ,1907 R.L.Owe n, · . T. i sdom, 
Muskosee.'r.T::..,.--Reco~em Owe n McNair of PryOl!' Creek for position 
on Indian Police Force.----



PION~E TJ.t.;LEPI & 

L d DE A T\ I fT 

Right - of - way . 

Honorable J . Geo. ,,. right , 

Indi an Ins pe c tor , 

.~uskogee , Indian Terr i tory . 

Dear Sir:- -

G R 1 P II f'l 
IJ • 

k lahoma City o T ' . . , 
J anuary 29 , 1907 . 

' i th further reference to your le tter of recent date in 

which you state that we have a line running from I:uldrow to ~,t . 

Smith for whi ch approva l has never bee n g i ven , we geg to state 

that the line in quest i on i s a series of what we call fa r me r line s , 

built for the purpose of connec ting subscribers to our exchange 

eith er at I.:uldrow or Tith the exchange a t Ft . Smith . 

These lines are not intended for a gener~ l telephone or 

telegraph bus ines s but are mere l y f or the pur pose of g iving the 

aforesaid connec t ion wi th the loca l exchange . 

I take it from this that the line in question, being not 

used for a gener c.. l telephone or telegraph business , that the 

act of ~arch 3rd , 1901 , does not apply , for it s pe cifically reads 

that a ri gh t of' way shall be required i n cases Vlhere a telephore 

or tele-graph line i s to be bui lt for a general telephone and tel-

egraph business . 

I should , however , oe glad to have any suggestion that 

d t o the above vieJ a nd shal l be care to mak e in regar 

by your advice in the ma tt er . yours truly , 
J . • S p i r l J4n _ ..... n 1 ; " t: rn• 
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(Indors ed) Uni on genc y # 61478 Re c e ived Jan . 20 , 1907 . Of r i ce 

ot u. s. Indi an I nspe c t or f or Indi n Terr i tor y . Ok l a homa ity , 

o.T., lfan. 29 , ' 07 . P i oneer Te l . & Tel . Co . Re l . t o line f rom 

14row t o i t . Smi th . 

I 



JAMES • BREEDLOV 
LA Y E R 

Offi ce : Room 3 First ational Bank Bldg . 

Mul drow , Ind . Ter. 
1 arch 4th ,. 19 0 7 • 

Hon . J . George ir ight , 

Sir : 

Unit ed S t ates I ndian I nspe ctor , 

usko gee , I . T . 

I f I understand the law in r egard to elep hone and 

Tele gr aph lines in th Indian Terr i tory there is some one i n thi s 

section of t~ Country Vlolating the r egulati ons . 

The pioneer Telegraph and TeL phone Co . have some rural 

l ines r unning i n all directions from lUl d ro , I . T. and t he ir 

Wi r es f orm a nsp ider web" most of them being strung on tree s 

With t 1 e vi re hangi ng in places to the g round and along the 

roa ds so t hat i t i s dangerous to t ravel . Sever pe ople ba vi ng 

been dragge<;t from thei r horse s late l y , by 

Comp a ny . 

the wi res of t h is 

The ir ru r a l line Tir e s run t hrough farms and over lands 

that belong to me and the i re i s never put over 10 ft . fro m the 

ground . 

Then the re are some toll - l ine s at apl e , I . T. operate d 

by George cEwin , J ohn B. iloon and others that are in the same 

COndition , wire s hBng ing like sp ide r webbs (8ic) all t hrough t he 

timber an d a cross road s making i t unsafe to trave l wi th buggy 

62257. 

I .. 
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top up. The peopl e of t hese ne i ghborhoo ds a r e C'ompla i n i ng and 

ask me to ma ke t h i s c ompl a i nto 

Hop i ng th a t t .be mat t e r wi l l b e looke d i nto and r egula

ted at onc e I am , 

V ry r espe ctfully , 

J ame s 1 . Br eedlove . 

(End orse d } Un ion Agency No . 6225 7 Recei ve d Mar . 6 , 1907 Off ice of 
U.S .lnd i a n I nspe ctor f o r India n Terri tor y . ul drovr , I . T.,Mar ch 
4,1907 J am e s • Bree dl ove----Make s comp la i nt relative t o the 
line s of t ~ P i one e r rrele phore & Tel e graph Company.-- --



, Mayor 
O. P. JO o, .ecorder , 

OR ' OFFIC 

TUL A, I . T. May 2nd , l907 . 

:W.r . J . Geo . ;ri ght , 

r.Ius kogee , I . T . 

Dear ir : 

fe have tv,o Cherokee Chi ldren here t.l-l at have been 

de serted by their parents . I c:m ' ri ti ng you for inf ormati on , 

as to v,rhat c2n be done to c D.I'e for them. T~ Fathers name is 

Henr y arsons , said to be half Che rokee and he lived a t owata , 

I . T. The childr n are Harry • arsons , age 4 ye rs , Jose -

phen e , aged 6 years , both said to have been allotted in t he 

Che rokee nati on . .e have no way xccp t to ask charatable eople 

to help out . These children are be i ng temporarily cared for by 

Hr • an d .:r s • C • 0 • P rye • 

2ar l y advice on t h is matte r \' ill be duly app r e ci ated . 

{Endorsed ) Uni on Ag nc 
U . s . rndian I nspe c tor for 
• . i!. . Rohde---- s ks advic e 
by t~ir parent s .----

Yours very truly , 

.. . E . ohde , rayor . 

o . 63652 e ceived . y 4 , 1907 ffice of 
I ndian Terr i t ory . Tulsa , I . T . , I;Iay 2 , 1907 
o.s to tbe car e of t wo child ren des rted 



•• Ia y, 14 , l g 0 7 • 

E. D. Ni ms, being fir s t dul y sworn st ate s t hat he is Pr esiden t 
of the P i oneer Tele phone & Te l e graph Comnany ; t hat t he exchange 
which is being opera t ed b y t he said compa ny in t he t own of 
Ft. Gibson, Ind i an Territory , wa s cons t ructed and f irs t put in 
oper ation duri ng t he mo nth of Sep t ember, 1902 . 

( S i g)~ • i ms, 
Pr e siden t . 

Subscribed to and sworn befor e me 

( Si g ) R. A. Rattedger 
Notary Pub l ic 

My commis s i ons expi res June 6 , 1 91 0 . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 63982. 



E.M.LANDRUM, 
Tahlequah, Okla 

Hon.Dana H.Kelsey, 

THE FIRST LEGISLATURE 

STATE OF OKLAHOMA 

Tahlequah , Oklahoma 
June 19th ,1908. 

Union Agency , 

Muskogee ,Okla . 

Dear Sir: 

I hereby make application for the appointment of police in 

the Indian Service for this portion of the State . 

I am informed that it is the desire of your departnent to 

secure tbe servi:Oes of one who speaks the English and Cherokee 

languages . 

I enclose herewith ~tters os reoommend a tion . 

Yours very . respectfully , 

Jas . D. Guinn. 

a. 



SENATE CHAMBER 

State of Oklahoma 

E.M.L.ANDRUM, 
Tahlequah, 

District No . 30 . 

Hon.Dana H.Kelsey 

Muskogee , Okla . 

Dear Sir: 

Chairman of 
fees and salaries 

Member of 
mining and manufacturing 

private corporations• 
Indian Affairs. 

Prohibit ion Enforcement 
Internal improvements 

and. navigation . 

Tahlequah Oklaho:rm 
June 19,.1908 

The bearer hereof , Mr . James D.Guinn , i native C.he rokee , 

and a citizen of Tahlequah , Okla , and as such I nave known him 

for twelve years . 

He speaks the Cherokee langua.ge flu ntly, and is a good up-

right citizen; a gentleman and a good business man . If it is 

the policy of your agency to appoint good , clean, sober men , and 

your desire to get one for this locality who speaks the Cherokee 

language, the appointment of Mr . Guinn will be very satisfactory 

to this community and will , I believe reflect credit on the 

serviae. 

Very truly yours , 

E. M.Landrum. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.2. Received Jul.l,l908----Relative
Jas.D.Guinn receiving appointment, as be speaks English and also 
Cherokee languages.----
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