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36188-A 

TO PROVIDE FO 

IT EN.AC i!:D 

usoogee 

HE 
' 

IJ 

- -

(Cre 
ACT 

T OJ? 

- - -

BY THE ATI r C 

} ation 

o. A I L B I:
1
G HO L 

- -

-crL H G• J. I 

That there be and is hereb p ro riat d OU t of the 'chool funds

ot the usoogee Nation the sum. or 1 orty five hundred Dollars 

4a,500.00 for the support of the o eta ational

tor the oholastio ear ending eve b r 1 ,1900. 

arding chool 

aid sum to be aid out in accordance 'ith sue rules and 

regulations as may be rescribed by th� er tary oft e Interior. 

Lee crevins 
Clerk of the Hof K 

A • • c·ellop 
Clk.H. of 

J.E.Tiger 

• 

rivate uecretary 

V t' • .. . 

• c·:..inley
Jany.13,1900. 

dopt d Dec.llth,18 9 
• •  er a 

Concurr din ec.llth,1899 
os cintosh 

• • of ,arriors

proved ec.12,18 9 

• orter
rincipal Chief oft e
us co ee ti on.

-Pleasant Porters gener'l letters. -o.24 0 --



D-562,'00 

Office of u • •  Indian Inspector 

or 

Indian Territory 

uscogee, Ind.T., an.26,1900. 

Hon.Pleasant orter, 

Principal Chief, Creek ation, 

uscogee, Indian Territory. 

ir: 

You are respectfully advised that the ct of the ational 

Council of t be Creek a tion, ap roved by your self on ecember 

12,1899, and entitled: 

"An ct to provide for the support of the Co eta ational 

Boarding chool", 

was submitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to the 

President of the United �tates for executive action on anuary 12, 

1900, and as duly approved on t 13th instant, and has been 

placed on rile in the ffice of Indian Affairs at ashing ton. 

Very respectfully, 

J .Geo. ·right, 

U.o.Indian Inspector, for
the Indian erritory.

orsed) Union Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma. o. 24. leasant 
ters pneral letters. 
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DE Pk RT ENT OF THEIN T 
Office ot School Supervisor of Creek 

uskogee, Ind. Ter. 

R I O R. 
ation, 

October 31, 1901 

Hon. J. George /right, 

Sir: 

U. S. Indian Inspector for the ndian 'erritory, 

""uskogee, Indian Territory. 

I have the honor to report that a non-citizen, a tr. Black­

borne-has rented certain allotments of citizens for purposes of 

pasturing sheep and goats in the vicinity of the Coweta boarding 

school. The flock of goats is both large and unruly and has_ not 

only destroyed the grass inside the school fences which was to have 

been used for hay but is rap idly killing the fruit and shade trees 

on the place. The �rees are young and easily killed. I called the 

attention of this man to the facts last ay and he promised to pay 

tor the damage done. The superintendent of the school infor s me 

that he refuses to do this. ·1th the heavy expenses of the schools 

this year when food stuffs are so high it will be impossible for us 

to replace trees and the loss of the hay is a serious matter. 

I trust that there may be some way of protecting the inter­

eats ot this school. 

Very respectfully, 

lice ·• Robertson 

up rvisor. 
ThrOllgh the buperinte dent of �chools t�r Indian Territory. 
Re peotfully forwarded: 

John D. Benedict, upt. of chools in I. T. 

( doraed) Union �gency # 302, received· ov. 1, 1901. ffice of 
U. s. Indian Inspector for I.T. Kuskogee, I • •  , Oct. 31, 1901.

ic .(sic) Robertson, uperYisor Creek 1ation. Reports that a 
he 4 or goats belonging to .r. Bl, c�borne are injuri g the fruit 

e a(S1c) anc grass at Co eta bo rdi1g school, and wants to know 
1t • Blackborne c· n be made to pay for du ege done.
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Muskogee,I.T. Nov. 6, 1902 

Mr. Samuel J. Cheoote. 

Supt.Coweta National Boarding School, 

Coweta,I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

Please acknowledge receipt of the enclosed school warrants 

issued by me in payment of indebtedness incurred by the Co eta 

National Boarding School for uarter ending September 30,1902, 

as follows: 

1366 

1268 

1269 

12'10 

1271 

12'/2 

1273 

1274 

1275 

12'16 

12'1'1 

1878 

12'19 

Samuel J. Checote, 

estern Investment 

Turner Hdw.co., 

s.J.Checote,

J.R.Prioe, 

Ballie Maxey, 

Annie Checote, 

Fannie Haynia, 

A J ma Allen , 

J • •  Allen, 

James Sa:ttey, 

Harrison Butterine 

Amanda Davis, 

Supt. 

Co., 

Co., 

- Pre a book,P.Porter.Ltr.321.--

to use tor school purposes 

Supplies, 

Supplies, 

Supplies, 

Teacher, 

Teacher, 

Matron, 

Cook, 

lork, 

Laborer, 

Laborer, 

Supplies, 

Matron, 

150.00 

332.14 

134.55 

41.32 

25.00 

20.00 

12.50 

12.50 

46.00 

40.00 

9.00 

18.75 

10.00 
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Please deliver these warrants to tbe proper parties, t ing 

their receipts theretor. 

Respectfully, 

P.Porter,

Prin.Chief.

( clar ed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Ch1 t. Letter 321.Muskogee,Oklahome. 
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nEPAR'IliJ1ENT CF 'IRE INTERIOR, 

01':t"ice or School Supervisor for Creek Nation, 

Hon.John D. Benedi c t, 

Superin tendent of Schools 
in Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

Musk ogee, Ind.Ter. 

Augus t 30, 1904 

6 

I respec tfu lly request that the fo llowing pr otest may receive 

your careful oonsideration. 

The req uiranen t of attendi ng the summer normal and taking 

examinations far certificate .has been extremely dis tasteful- to 

teachers. A 3Ilall minori ty of our teachers really do not need 

the extra training but obviously it is impossi ble to discrim inate. 

To all the teachers alike I have pl.edged my official faith that 

I 11::>uld recommend appointmen t upon the grades ma.de at the no rmals. 

This was in accordance wi th my understanding of the princ iples 

or civil service. There � ve been instanc es in which I have been 

OYer-ruled an d appo intnents ma.de wi thout examination. These 

ins tances are having t� effec t of ma.king it felt that my recommen-

4ations a.re of very little avail. Such a' condition places me in 

an otfi cial position of extreme embarrassroont and leying aside 

all !8r•onalities oo marly as I am able I desire eithe r that 

I may have my pos 1 ti on cle arly defined as om wholly f ree from 

responsibility or  else that I aay be upheld. 

The emplo yees of tm Eura.ul a High School seem tacitly to 

'Ulderstand that that particular school is not under my superv ision. 

e.
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Upon my visits there, whether intentionally or not I cannot say,

but I SD willing to concede that. it has been unintentionally, 

I have been treated as ore ho l'JJ3rely made vi sit , not as one 

who vent with power of inspection or supervision. This attitude 

has made it a difficult matter for roo to go there and confess 

to have made the fewest possible visits to the school, anotoor 

reason for this, however, has been that you have quite often 

Vi.Bi. ted t� school. here otmr superintendents make reports 

and requests to re the su�rintendent at ufaula s taken them 

OYer my he ad to you. I have been stung by th is offici 1 dis-

courtesy but because of the peculiar conditions, the superintendent 

being an elderly man and a close personal friend of yourself and 

your family, I have borne it thout protest. Tbe management of 

tbl superintendent has been good and I have been al rays ready 

to give him the be arty oom.me ndati on I felt. 

So much by way of preliminary. 

For some time I have felt that there should be a change in 

,.be arrangement of affairs at the school so far as the supervis· on 

ot the girl's dorni tory was concerned. T.be e erience of many 

years shows 1bat young girls in a ooarding school, wm ther white 

r Indian, need to have an older oman near them. For the past 

,wo years the ife of the principal teacher has been matron for 

the girls. Her room is on tbe boy's dormitory side of the house 

end on thl first floor, t of lights of stairs and a double set of 

looked doors separating ll3r from her duties as matron. hile I 

.ha:ve nenr beard ot any trouble arising from this comition I do 

not know that there never has been any as I have never made es-

P• 1 1 inquiry to elicit in:tormation along this line. I do say, 

8 
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however, that I believe it to be a dangerous condition and one 

which should not lo�er exist. 

The ife at the principal teacher who bas been matron did 

not th ink it necessary, nor did the supe ri nt endent of the school, 

to inform me that har conii tion of be al th was of so delicate a 

nature that she o uld necessarily be laid aside from duty. ty 

first knowledge of tll:3 birth of a child to the matron CBllle from 

the announcement in the pub lie prints. No pennission as asked 

for the employn13n t of a su bsti tut e nor was any payment for board 

of. a nurse reported. 'hen I made inquiry as to the manner in 

which the work Jas dore I as infor d that the rincipal teacher 

.bad performed his , fe's duty int.he care of the girl's do itory. 

This was not right, in y judgment, for there is no lesson which 

demands greater emphasis in an Indian school th n the separation 

of tbe sexes. The effect of aving a man to look after the ork 

of the girl's matron is, I believe, unqualifiedly bad. The girl's 

matron 1s a frail young voman of great culture and refinement, 

one ho should not have the heavy burden of do i!'\g the ork of 

caring for the girLs of that school as they ought to be cared for, 

especially no that she is further burdened i th the c e of an 

1nf'ant seven montm old. 

appointed. 

In my judgment she should not be re-

These circumstances were all laid before yourself nd Mr. 

McIntosh, th9 Creek uperintendent, and were so fully concurred 

1n by both ot you that you both agreed to and signed the appoint-

ment of a single man as principal teacher and of a wido rnd lady 

a girl's matron at Eutaula. You also both of you signed 

appointments for t� principal teacher and his ife at a smaller 
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sohool, Coweta, where the girl's matron would be bee use of 

a different arrangement of the building, so near both to her 

work and at the same tine to her baby, n. th t1 smaller number 

of girls to care for-better able to perform the duties in spite 

of being burdened i th the child. The appointment of the single 

man as teacher, a man mom you personally reco ncied for 

the place, was held so long upon your desk that he, concluding 

he was not to receive it, accepted a position else :bere. The 

matron appointed for the girls accepted the position. The princi­

pal teacher and his iife re"turned too appointments to Co eta 

w1 th no word as to any reason for declining. n the meanwhile 

t� superintendent, r. Lester, who had resigned to take other 

employment re-considered his resignation and was re-appointed. 

At once plans were made by him to set aside appointn:ents as they 

had been made and to secure the return of the forn:er principal and 

his wife as before. In order to arrange this it is necessary 

that ttle matron appointed for the girls at uf'aula should be 

transferred to Co eta vbere she as last year. The superinten­

dent at Coweta is a single man. o one enters more sympatheti­

cally into the joyous confidences of hap y lovers than I or 

is Willing to do more to Ill3.ke the ccurse of true love to run 

saooth, but a co-educational boarding school is not t place 

tor lovers. For this reason I do not think tba transfer should 

be made. 

The oorxli t1ons at these two schools are in no degree changed 

since both Superintendent cintosh and yousel:f signed appointments 

a you d 14. If' I was r1 ght then I am right now. If I was 1vrong, 

still so long as you were, in that case, equally rang, and as 

a.
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tbe real burden of work in connection with the schools comes upon 

im it ould seem tha. t even the :personal sympathies of yourself 

tor the Euf"aula superintendent and of Mr. .cintosh for the 

Coweta superintendent might be sacrificed to the cons is te:n.cy of 

adhering to t� appointlll:)nts as made by you. The statement is 

made that all this is mere him upon my part, if this be so 

then my whim should have been promptly disposed of when the ap­

pointments were ar iginally made. It s at th t time accepted 

as satisfactory reasoning. As those ho are subordinate, as

I understand it, to me, appeal With seeming success, over my 

official he ad to you, it seems to me that your action kes it 

no discourtesy for me to ask t t your dee1sion may if adverse 

to me in this matter be sent for review by the Department in 

ashing ton. 

In making this request it 1s i th the same feeling of official 

subordination which I realize is necessary in the position hich 

I hold. Every step at my action in this matter had been fully 

placed before you bef�re it was taken. There has been on my 

part a detennination do what seemed right but in doing it al rays 

to aot in accordance ith your instructions. 

As you know I have aived several objections which I felt 

very strongly against the Principal teacher at ufaula. I ob­

ject to his purchase of e.n Indian farm, I object to his absence 

without excuse from the summer normal, as these objections v-,ere 

not considered ot any importance by you they were dropped. The 

young baby is, in my judgment, an insuperable obstacle. 

Again assuring you ot my earnest desire :to be guided by you and 

W1 th sincere determination to be more faithful to every duty of 

8 
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my position, but with the hope that you may realize the humila­

ting position in which I have been placed, I am, 

� 1th sincere resp:ict, 

Alice • Robertson, 

upervisor. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o. 8 August 30,1904. Alice�. Robertson 
Muskogee, I.T.----Protests against reappointment of Mr. md Mrs. 
McKinley at Eufaula.----
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... uscogee (Creek} ation 

AN ACT 

TO PROVID..!!.i 0 TRA 

:ID C 1 'IR0L D BY 

F NUY 

R BYT.t!,; I •

I CHOL 

IO 

- - - � - - - - - -

BE IT Ar AC BY I IL F I 

that there be and is hereby a propriated out of the chool unds 

of the ·uscogee ation the sum of men Thousand ( 10,000.00) 

Dollars in favor of .Grant ans age ft e Presbyterian card 

ot Home ·ssion to be paid in instal ents as follo s ,000.00 

Five Thousand Dollars January 1,1900 2500.00 T 10 Thousand ive 

Hundred Dollars January 1,101 for all th3ir ri ht title and 

interest in and to 11 buildings and im rev ent known as the 

Nuyaka Indian Boarding 'chool and i tuated about 1 iles est 

ot Okmulgee Creek ation in ccordance it the terms of an agree-

ment a copy of ich is appended to t is act 

aid sums to be paid under such rules and regulations s may be 

prescribed by the ecretary of the Interior for t e diSbursement 

at Creek funds. 

Lee c evins 
Clerk R.or 'ings. 

A.P. cKel1op 
Clerk of H. of 

J • •  Tiger 

• 

Pri ate Secretary 

.Approved: by mi. cK1n1ey 
January 13,1900. 

Adopted ec.16th,1899 

T • •  erryman 
res • •  of ings. 

Concurred in ec.16th,1899 
Amos cintoah 

'pe aker • of , arriors. 

pproved Dec.16th,1899 

.Porter 
rincipal Chief of usco ee 
ation. 

P.Porters genera1 letters. o.6.--



D-573, '00

DEP.ABTME� 1: uF THE INTERI ,

Office of U • •  Indian ns actor, 

For 

Indian erritory, 

·us co ee, nd� I., January 2 , 1900. 

Hon.Pleasant orter, 

uir: 

rincipal hief, Creek ation, 

uscogee, ndian erritor • 

You are respectfully adVised at he ct of the ational 

Council of the Creek ation, ap roved b 

1899, and entitled: 

ourself o ecember 16, 

" ct to provide for the tra sfer of the T ya a dian 

Boarding chool ov. ed and controlled by the resbyter­

ian Board of Home · ssions," 

as submitted by the Honorable uecretary of the nterior to te 

President of the United States for exec tiv action o anuary 12, 

1900, and as duly approved on the 13th instant and has been 

placed on file in the ffice of Indian fairs at ashington. 

Very respectfully, 

J oGeo. 1right 

u • •  Indian sp ctor, for 
the Indian erritory. 

dorsed) Union Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma. o. 6. leasant orters 
••1o1vral letters.



D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I NT E R I O R, 

Washington. 

The President, 

Sir: 

January 12, 1900. 

I have the honor to rubmit herewith for executive 

action, under the proVi sions af the act of Congress approved 

J'une 7, 1897 (30 Stat. ,62-84), an act of th:3 National Council 

ot the Creek Nation entitled "An Act To provide for th:3 transfer 

of the Nuyaka Indian Boarding School owned and controlled by the 

Presbyterian Board ot Home Missions," which as approved by the 

Principal Chief of said nation December 16,1899. 

Said act appropriates out of the School Funds of said 

nation the sum ot �10,000, in favor of A.Grant Evans, agent of 

the Presbyterian Board of Home U ssi ons, to be paid in install­

ants as follows: $5,000 on January 1, 1900; 2,500 on July 1, 

1900; 2,500 on July 1, 1901, "for a.11 their right title and 

interest in and to all Buildings and Improvement kno n as the 

Huyaka Indian Boarding School and situated a bout 15 miles est 

of Okmulgee Creek Nation in accordance 1th the terms of an 

agreement a copy of vbich 1s appended to this act." 

The United States Ind:lan Inspector for the Indian 

Territory states that tm bui�ings of said school were erected 

by said Presbyterian Board, am that tbe Creek Nation now desires 

to purchase t� sane; that he is informed that the purchase 

price is reasonable and just, and recomnends that the act be 

D'13 
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approved. The Connnissioner of Indian Affairs concurs in said 

recommendation. I have , t be ref ore , to recommend that said act 

be approved. 

The letter of th3 United States Indian Inspector for 

the Indian Territory and copy of the report of th:3 Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs are enclosed herewith. 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
149-1900.
3 enclosures. 

Respectfully, 

E .AoHi t chco ck. 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union .Agency No.573 Received Jan 23, 1900 Office 
ot u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington, Jan. 
16, 1900. Secretary.----Creek Act to purchase Nuyaka School 
APPROVED.----



December 16,1899 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation. 

A N A C T. 

To provide tor the transfer ot Nuyaka Indisn Boarding School 

01111ed and controled (Sic) by t.be Presbyterian Board of Home 

Mias ions. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATION.AL COUNCIL OF TRE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That there be 8Ild is hereby appropriated out of the School funds 

of the Muscogee Nation the sum of Ten Thousand { 10,000.00) 

Dollars in favor of A. Grant Evans, Agent of the Presbyterian 

Board ot Home Missions, to be paid in installments as follows: 

t5,ooo.oo January 1, 1900; $2,500.00 July 1,1900; $2,500.00 

January 1, 1901, for all their right, title and interest in and 

to all buildings and improvements known as the Nuyaka Indian 

Boarding School, and situated about 15 miles west of Olanulgee, 

Creek Nation, in acpordance with the tenns of an agreement, a 

copy of which is appended to this act. 

Said sums to be paid under such rules and regulations as 

may be prescribed by the Secretary of too Interior for the 

dis bur semen t of Creek funds. 

Approved and signed by P. Porter, Principal Chief of the 

Muscogee Nation, on the sixteenth day of December, 1899; and 

approved by the President of the United States on January thir­

teenth, 1900. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-47--Pleasant Porters 
general letters • 



.AN ACT 

.APPROPRIATilG 380.65 TO BE D IN BUYING FUR TURE 

MI SIO . 

- 0 - - - -

36191-A 

7 

C FOR CO A 

BE IT ENACT D BY THE ATIOI AL C IL OF HE 'IU: KCG NA-

TION:- That Tb:ree Hundred ( 380.65) and ighty and 65/100 Dollars, 

balance left of the appropriation of ·arch 1899, forte repair­

iDg of Co eta , is sion be am the same is hereby con erted into a 

special appropriation to be u ed in ayment of so much of the b'll 

ot furniture etc bought of the urner Hard are Co. as has been 

delivered to the Coweta ission. ro ided, the said sum shall 

be paid out under rules and regulations of the Secretary of the 

Interior prescribed for the isbursement of reek funds. 

dopted,Dec.16th,1899. 

Lee c evins 
Clerk. 

• P .:ri.· cKel lop
lerk. 

J.E.Tiger, 
Private ecr tary. 

APPRO .i!iD by 
• oKinley

Jany.13,1900.

• •  erryman
resident House of ings

Concurred in, ec.16th,1899 • 

os "cintosh 
peaker House of ,arriors. 

pproved, Dec.16th,1899. 

P.Porter
rincipal Chief, A. •

Pleasant Porters general letters. o. 15.--



THE IN!' RI OR , 

Office of u.s.Indian Inspector, 

For 

Indian Territory, 

us co gee , Ind. T., January 26 ,-1900. 

Hon.Pleasant Porter, 

ir: 

Principal Chief, Creek Nation, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. 

You a.re resl8 ctfully advised that the ct of t ational 

Council of the Creek ation, approved by yourself on December 1 , 

1899, and entitled: 

"An Act appropriating 380.65 to be us.ed in buying furniture 

etc. for Co ta issio n, 

as submitted by the onorable ecretary of the Interior to t e 

President of the United tates for executive action on anuary 12, 

1900, and as duly approv d on the 13th instant, and has been 

placed on file in tb:l Office of Indian Affairs at ashington. 

Very respectfully, 

J .Geo •. right, 

U.S.Indian nspector, 
for the Indian Territory. 

dorsed) Union Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma. _Io. 15. Pleasant orters 
ral letters. 



AN ACT 

36293-A 

To proVide for an additional appropriation of $2700. for 

the support of' the Euchee Boarding School for 

the year 1900-19010 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That there be and is .hereby appropriated, out of the school 

tund, the sum of Two Thousand Seven Hundred Dollars, ( 2700) 

in favor of the Eucbee Boarding School, being the sum neces­

sary in addition to the 4
1
500.00 appropriated at this 

session or the Council for the support of said school. 

Said. sum to be paid out in accordance with such rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the In­

terior for the disbursermn t of school funds. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk. 

J..P.McKe}.lop 
Clark. 

ATTEST: 

r.s.Fears

Adopted November �th,1900. 

T. W .Perryman
Pres.House of Kings o

Concurred in November 5, 1900. 

Amos Mcintos_h 
Speaker House of arr ior s 

Approved November 5,1900. 

P.Porter
Principal Chief.

Acting Private Secretary.

----Pleasant Porter--a-68----



D-1429-'00
Act No.39.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Inspector 
For 

Indian Territory, 

uscogee, Ind.T., DecoS,1900. 

Honorable P. Porter, 

Sir: 

Principal Chief, 

Muskogee.Indian Territory. 

You are respectfully advised that the act of the National 

Council of the Creek Nation, approved by yourself on November 

5,1900, and entitled -

"An act to :provide for an additional appropriation of 

2700 for Euchee Boarding School, for the year 1900-1901." 

- was su1mitted by the Honorable Secretary of the Interior to

the President of the United States on November 26,1900, was 

dUl.y approved on November 27,1900, and has been placed on file 

in the Office of Indian Affairs at ashington, 

Very respectfully, 

J. Geo. ·right ,

u • •  Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-68--Pleasant Porter's 
general letters. 



36714-A 
ctob r lG,l 02 

A LU I J.: 

To propose continuance of contract no existing b teen th 

uskog e ation and th r sbyt rian card of o ·. is ions.

BE IT OL D BY T ' .:US.r G' 

That Hon • •  orter, rincipal Chi f, • '• erry1nan, r si-

dent House of rings, and os ,.cl tosh, r Hous of .arriors,

be and are her by authori= d and di ct d o submit, to th

Presbyterian Board of o ,.issions, such ro o ition for t 

continuance of the contract wid r hich t u aka Boa din

chool has heretofore b n op rat d, as in their ·ud 

b to the b tint rest ot t c c ool. 

nt ould 

BE IT F 'f. ED 
'

at t rinci hi f b d 

is hereby authorized and dir ct d to ent r into contr ct it 

the said r sbyteri n Boa d of o e � issions, for th continu ce

ot said contract as eretofor . 

BE t aid co tract sh 11, hen 

ent red into by and b 

the ere ation, d t 

continue in full force en 

rinci al hi f, on b half of 

r sbyt rian �oa d of o c ·1 sions, 

ff ct only til _arc 4th,l O , 

or until t dis olu ion fl ib 

0 t d 

v r cnt. 

,1 0 •

c vins 
Cl rk. 

• • cKellop

Concurr din 

ous of .:in 

cto r 1 ,102 • 

os ... cintosh 

• 

Cl rk. eak r Hou.... of ,ar iors. 

pro d ctob r 16,1 O • 

• ort r, 

) 
rincipal 

. , 

noy, uskog , klahoma.-- 1 au t 1ort rs n r 1 1 tt rs.--



Mr. T. t--:. Perryman, 

Tulsa,I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

36714-B 

uskogee.r.T., ec.16,1902 

I an in receipt at a letter from George c.A:fee, Supt. o� 

Board ot Home Missi ans, N. Y., a part of which is as follo s: "I 

have to say, tha.t the Boa.rd authorized the appointment of a 

committee consisting at Rev. A. Grant Evans, .uskogee and • 

John M. Robe, Supt. ot Nuyaka chool, to consult With the Council 

and neaotiate for the extension of the contract if deemed advis­

able." So soon as th3 Board makes such appointment, I ill 

communicate With such Board to operate th3 Nuyaka Mission School 

until 1906. 

Mr. A. D. Kennedy, 

Okm.ulgee,I.T. 

Dear Sir: 

Respectfully, 

P.Porter,

Pri n.Chief. 

Muskogee , I • T. , Dec • 18 , 19 o 2. 

I enclose .be rewith, by regi stared ma 11, the wa.rran t of Timmie 

:r1te, as per order on f'i le in this off'ice. 

receipt. 

Please ackno ledge 

--P.Porier press book.ltr.349.--

Yours truly, 

P.Porter,

Prin.Chiet.



-2-

(Bndarsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chie t • Letter 349 • Muskogee , Oklahoma. 



36715-A 

Mrs. Ella A. Boo e, 
l5F, Fifth Ave 
Bew York City 

De�r Mrs. Boo e: 

0km 1 ee, Ind. Ter. 
Ii eb. l 1904. 

You letter the ?7th. ult. request ng 

a diet ry of o r s hoo for w ek, c> me some end ys 

ago. As requested w have mAde st f provisions t 

e�c-h IDP-=t l or a WPek, and it is enr sed he ew h.

The te her b d n .e schoo ' eating w th h 

pup ls at their t b es. !he b ve h s m. f 0 f m t e 

eamP d shes, that he DU� ils h V • But h y most al ya 

ha.ve b tter, an s m imes 0 her ra which he pu s 

do not h�ve. ·he is s sho the ext as t eArh meals th t

the teac-he s had. D n a 4r of the me, e u ls

hRve butter a so. 

The ave a e er c> a"' t ost e week one do are n 

twent,r 
.. 

c-ents. �p in ude in the cost of r vidin ' th lary 

of our te mster, dinin oom m tr n and hree oks. 

T us n th s is a i f ('t y, I m 

S n erel .. 0 s 

s e intendent 

Bote: Thie le t r is f m N y kJ:l.. The iet ry 1 st ma 
be found attarhed to the or ip.: n� of his lett r in the file.

Co ied by G. B. D. 
3/26/34 
TypewrittPn letter uns �ned 



Monday �eb. 1st, 19 4 
Breakfast 

Rolled oats & rream 
Ground beef patties 
Fried mush 
Breqd 
New Orleans molasses 
Coffee 

Extra fnr te � rs 
Cakes and butter 

Dinner 

Bt:1.ked meat 
Turni .. s 
Tomatoes 
Pork and beans w th t mato sau e 
Stewed apples 
Gravy 
Bread 

Extra for earhers 
Butter 

Supne 

Cold beef 
.Beans 
Turni s 
Bread 
Molasses 
Evaporated an� P�

Tea 

Extra for tearhe 0 

ButtP.r 
Pickles 
Cranberries 

Tuesday Feb. 
BrP. f s 

Ro le o ts crP m 
B ef hash 
Br vy 
Fr ed hom·ny s 
M 1 ss s 
Br ad 
Coffee 

Extr for teache s 
Butter 

inner 

Ve et b e  ou 
oast beef 

BeA.ns 
i e

T ni s 
Bre d 

E ra for tea hers 
Bute and P �k e

Su_p 

Chili con rarne 
Co d beans 

1 

Ex re or te rh rs 
Po at s 

3 



Wednesday 2/3/04 

Breakfast 

Rolled oats and �ream 
Fried meat w1th gravy 
Fried mush 
Molasses 
Bread 
Coffee 

Extras for teachers 
Butter 

D nner 

Roa.st bee wit rav 
Dressin 
•�shed p0tat es
Beans
Bread
Cream ie

Extra for te che s 
Butter 

Supper 

Cold Me t 
Fren<'.'h toe. t 
R tte 
Kolesses 
Beans 
Bread 
Fruit 
Tea 

Extra for teat'hers 
Butter 

Thursday /4 /04 

B eakfi::i.R 

Holle o ts and �re m
BA.ked beef hA.sh 
Fr ed ot toes 

ol sses 
Bre d 
Coffee 

Ex r s  for ea<'h rs 
tte 

nner 

s for f'i::t<'he s 
s p e 
er 

s 

C 1 sl me 
Frif'd r e rakes 
Co d b an 

ol 
Bre 
Te 

X r S 0 

ut r 
ri::tnberr es 

<" he s 

6 
15 



Friday, /5/04 

Breakfast 

Rolled eats & ere m 
Steak 

Gravy 
Fried mush 
Molasses 

Bread 
Coffee 

ExtrAs f r  te C'be s 
B ter 

D nner 

ROA.St b ef

Grq_vy 
Baked beA.ns 
SpinaC'h 
Bread 
Cott ge uddinP wi h 
.l)rown s Ut"

!litt�z'

xtr s for teachers 
Butter 

Su_per 

Cold sli�ed meat 
Fried ri�P cak s 
Cold beans 
Kola.sees 

Breed 
Tes. 

Fruit 

Extr s fo te �hers 
Pote.toes 
Butter 

4 

27 3 

Saturda I I 4 

Bre kfas 

earn 

h ot toes 

E r s  or t a  hers 
B tte 

in er 

ambur e ste k 
Bak.d be ns 

r V 

Ext s fo� ea he s 
Bute r 

n e ·e

s 

Chili 

B 
C 

p 

sses 

A. ne
c kes

0 e hers 



SundAy ?./7/04 

Breakf st 

Rolled oats & ere m 
Keat & gr�vy 
i'ried mush 
llolasses 

Bread 
Coffee 

Extras for tee.rhers 
Butter 

Dinner 

Roa.st beef 
Lime. beAns 
Mashed 0te.toes 
Gravy 
Bread 
Evaporated pee.ch s & rre m 

Extrqe for tegche Q 

Butter 

Lunch 

Cold meat sand iches 
Ginger �ookies 
Minre T)1 e 

On Sunn.a even nPs the ea h 
e t  ogPth r wh e h oup 
hRVP n h n heir sitt n 
rooms. 

Tearhers' Sun SUD_ e

Salmon 
Po to sal d 
CrAnbe r s ure 
S · c>e frui 
P ck es 
Brea 
Butter 
Cake 
C nne f ui 
Tea 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
· ashington.

36720-.! 

I.T.D.15926-1905. December 4, 1905. 

United States Indian Inspector 

far Indian Territory ,Muskogee, Ind. T. 

Sir: 

The resolution of t� Creek National Council relative to 

the Nuyaka Boarding School, approved by the Principal Chief 

October 27, 1905, transmitted with your letter of November 16, 

1905, for the inf'ormation of the Department, is returned here­

With, as it does not require executive action. 

You state that notwithstanding tbe desire of the Creek 

Council as expressed in this resolution, relative to the tribal 

schools, it is important that some arrangement be made for the 

continuation of t� tribal schools until soim other provisions 

is ma.de for their maintenance. 

You are advised that this matter will receive due consid­

eration. 

A copy of the Indian Office letter of November 22, 1905, 

submitting your report, is also inclosed. 

Through the Commissioner 
or Indian Affa.1 rs. 

2 inclosures. 

Hespe ctfully, 

Thos.Ryan 

First Assistant Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.12929 Received Dec.9,1905 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington,Dec.4,1905.
Secretary.----Returning Resolution of the Creek National Council
re .to the Nuyaka Boarding Schoel, ..,dvising that same does not
require executive action; also stating that the matter of continua­
,1on of the tribal schools Will receive due consideration.----



THE BOARD O HOME MISSIONS 

of the Presbyteria.n Church 

of the U. S. .A • 

156 Fittp Avenue, New York. 

D. Stuart Dodge, D. D.,
President. 

Cbarlee L. Thompson, D. D., 
Secretary. 

John Dixon, D. D., Assistant 
Secretary. 

�o·,�u-s 

l •
• 

OllAN'S BOARD OF HOME 
MISSIONS 

of the Presbyterian Churo • 

156 :
F

'ifth Avenue, New York. 

Mrs. Darwin R. James, Pres-
ident. 

Mr�. Ella Alexan er Boole, 
Secretary. 

Mies V. M. Nhite, Assistant 
ecretary. 

Kies . E. Lincoln, Treas-
John 'illis Baer, Aeeiatant urer. 

Secretary. 

Harvey C. Olin, Treaeurer. 

George F. KcAfee, D. D., Super­
intendent chool Work. 

�iss M. Josephin etrie, 
Young People�s Sec­
retary. 

ies D. E. Finke, di tor 
Home Mias Monthly. 

1TUYAKA PRESBYTERIAN MISSION, 

John M. Robe, uperintendant. 
------.---------·--

Okmulgee, Ind. Ter. :Ma,y 21, 1906. 

Hon. John D. Benedict, 

Superintendent of choole in Ind. Ter. 

Muskogee, Ind. Ter. 

Sir· 
•

Your letter of the 17th. inst., in which you ask 

my opinion as to how much it actually coats per month for 

eaoh pupil for provision• and medical attendance in our 

achool, did not reach ue till Saturday night. 



3 

2. 

The average cost per month for each pupil for 

the six months ending llarch 31st, 1906, !or provieions (we 

bought a little medicine, but bad no doctor bille during 

this time) waa �.75. 

You know we raise the meat we use. Had we bought 

the meat used instead of buying corn to feed what we raised, 

I estimate that it would have cost ua forty cents per month 

for each person more than it did. 

�e have been running a little closer this year 

than usual I think. Am enclosing a copy of our menue 

tor the week ending Feb. 7, 1904 which is a fair sample 

of what has been provided the past year. 

Rndoraed on back: Kuyaka. 

RPapectfully· youre, 

(Signed) John M. Robe 

uperintendent. 

Copied by B • • •  , Karch 26, 1934.

• 

t 



Tulla ,.assee _ pri 4th 1872 

Hon. John .H. oore , 

36812-A 

�2 

I have just read your's to me of the 29th u t. for 

which many thanks• I hope before t is reac es you you will have 

learned of the reasons whic de your brother C).. Mr. P. feel th at 

they could not without injury to the school ask r. R. o do othe -

wise than to send the toys home, and write to the friends or the 

girls, intending to take further action, in their meeting of 

last week. It was a sad, sad time for us, we h d been so very 

anxious to keep every one of them through the year at least. I 

never saw r. obertson feel anything so much• hink you are 

righi in regard o the influence of associates, at lea st to this 

extent, that if they had used their influence with us, i stead 

ot against us, the scho ars wou d have felt morf' the need of keep­

ing rules. It came very hard on me, because I had anted to try

all those scholars another year so much, and ad persuaded ancy 

Jane's Uncles to send her back, when they bad made up their minds 

not to do it. 

The influences a inst us have taken three mo re bo s 

trom us now. Dou las Bemo I think 111 teach his unt's school 

and perhaps he wou d have left without these influences but the 

other two Dorsey & James Fite I am sure ou d have done well but 

tor su h influences. I tried every motive I knew how to present 

in ain. I can tell you all ab out 1 t when you come. I told 



2. 

Dorsey when I bade him ood-bye, that I did not blame him as I 

should had I not known that there ere inf ences to prevent 

hie seeing things in a true li t. I i h you ould earn before 

your return, if possible, w et er the Board is a ly keepin 

Mr. G. here now, or not, et te r seem. so slo in bringing answers • 

Our school goes much more com:f ortably no that some are gone o 

did not want to obey rules. Your boy was in general circumspect 

in his conduct, and a real comfort to r. R. It seemed t ough 

that that one rule was too strict for him• 

I heard yesterday that Dr, L. bad written to 1:r. G. to 

lea�e, Nothing to that effect has been written to us, If o�r 

Board is not responsible for a IIRn' s being kept here ho, w 1th his 

wite, are pulling down at the ex ense of the Nation who are furnish-

ing them a hCl!le, it ought to be kno • I write this si ply 1n 

the oa use of Justice to your people, the cause to ich e long ago

oonaeorated our lives, and not with bitter feeling to ards any one.

Hoping to see you before long. 

In greatest ste 

inoerely 

A. E. 'll. R. 

Regari.e to the Chief & Mr• Porter 

noloaed in envelope:"HOn• JOhn • oore
Postmark blurred. 

a sh in gt on C i ty, D • C • "



MAKI G APPROP 

Bl IT 1 ACTED BY T 

A Ir CT 

I F J • iJ.e 

IO 1J.., com CIL O T ; 1UiJ � ·GL 

v·t UQ.O-A 

T 

That tb3re be and is hereby appropriated, out of the General 

tund or the I uskogee � ation, in favor of J • •  en tie, the sum 

of one hundrt;d dollars, bei for services rendered as teacher, 

Tellahassee ission, second uarter, 1895-1896. 

�aid sum to b disbursed under direction and in accordance 

th such rules and re, la tions as ay be pre�cri bed b the 

Secretary of the Interior. 

Lee 'o.{evins 
Clerk 

A..P. c· el lop 
Clerk 

dot d ece ber ,1 01. 

.1.. • erry an
Pr side nt T-Iouse of i gs. 

Concurred in ecember 3.1901. 

os clntosh 
peaker House of arriors. 

pproved Dece ber �,1901 • 

• orter 

rinci al Chief. 

eaaent orters general lett rs.--ACTo.--

., 
1..1 



T I , 

United tates Indian Inspector 

or 

D 3417-1902 Indi an Territory , 

·uskogee, Ind • •  , Jan.28,1902. 

Honorable P.Porter, 

Principal Chief, Creek Nation, 

usk ogee , Indian Territory. 

1r:-

There is respectfully returned here ith the act of the 

National Council of e Creek ati on, ap roved by yourself on 

December 3
1 1901, and entitled -

AN ACT making an a propriation in favor of J.·. entie. 

This act s proved by the resident on nuary 20,1902, 

as s.bo n by his endorse nt thereon. 

Ve r spectfully, 

J .Geo. right, 

u • •  Indian ns ector 
for Indian erritor . 

--���-aaant Porters general latters.--A.CTu.--



0 F F I 

usl� �ee ati on. 

kmulgee, Indian erritory, 

Dece er 7,1901. 

I.P.Porter, rinci al chief of the ··us ogee at ion, do

hereby certify that the foregoing is act of the ational 

Council of said- ation, assed at it regular ses ion of ct­

ober, 1901, and appro ed b me i m official character on 

December 3,1901, and I do hereby sub it t e ame for the ap-

prov al of the resi en t of t nited tates, under t e pro i-

sions of an act of Co ress of arch 1,1 01, and f t e Cr ek 

National Council of .. ay 25 ,1901, entitled 'An Act to ratify and 

cont irm an agreerren t · th the us 

and tor other urpo es." 

ee or reek tri e of Indians, 

Inasmuch as the ,uskogee ation has no rr·cer kno as t e 

" ational ecretary," I have signed my name to thi certificate, 

and caused th s e to be atte ted by the rivate ...-iecretary. 

In ·tne :hereof have hereunto signed my name as rinci-

pal Chief of the :uskogee ation t is 7th day of ecem er, 1901 

and have caused the Great eal of t e uskogee ation to be af­

t'ixed. 

tt st: 

.�.Fears 

• orter
ri ci pal Chief of the
uskogee Creek) ation. 

oting rivate 'ecr tary. 

lHIT H 

Approved, January 2.0 ,1902. 

T .Roosev 1 t. 

lleasant Porters general letters.--ACTcl.--



A CT 

37181-A 

Making appropriation in favor of G.C. indly. 

BE IT ACTJ!;D BY THE I A C T 0G . 

. 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the 0chool 

tund ot the r.:uskogee ation, the sum of t e ty-eight dollars 

and sixty-seven cents ( 28.6?) in favor of G.c. indley, being for 

services rendered as teacher, ealaka carding chool,1898-

1899. 

aid sum to be disbursed under such rules and re lations 

as may be prescribed by the ecr tary of the Interior. 

Lee cNevins 
Clerk 

A.P. c ellop 
Clerk 

dopted ove er 2 ,1 01. 

• •  erryman
resident,House of ings.

Concurred in ave ber 29,1901. 

os c ntosh 
peake ,House of arriors. 

pproved ov ber 30,1901 • 

• orter, 

rinci al C ief. 

lea ant Porters general letters.--ACTu.--



DEPART H ?r I , 

United tates ndian Inspector, 

or 

D 5416-1902 I dian Territory, 

us ogee.Ind • •  , an.28,1 02. 

Hon.P.Porter, 

Principal Chief,Creek ation, 

uskogee,Indian erritory. 

ir:-

I have to respectfull advise ou that e ct of tie ation-

al Council of t 1e Ore k ation, appr v d b yourself on ovember 

30.1901, and entitled -

AN ACT maki an a propria tion in f aver of G.C. indley. 

- was submitted by the epart ent to te re ident for executive

aotion on the 17th 1 stant, d I s  duly appro d Janu ry 20,102. 

The said act bearing the approval of the resident is re­

spectfully enclosed. 

Very respectfully, 

J .Geo., ri t, 

U. '.Indian Inspector
for Indian erritor .

aaent orters general letters.-00--ACT --00-



X C U I V 0 F F I C • 

uskogee ation. 

Okmulgee,Indian erritory, 

ece ber 7,1901. 

I.P.Porter, rincipal Chief of the ,uskogee ation, do

hereby certify that the foregoing is an act of the ational 

Council, of said ation, passed at its regular session of October, 

1901, and approved by me in my official character on ovember 

30,1go1, and I do hereby su it the saroo for he approval of 

the President of the United tates under the provisions of an 

Act of Congress of arch 1,1901 and of the Creek ational Coun­

cil of ay 25,1901, entitled "An ct to rati1:y and confirm an 

agreement rd th the "uskogee or Creek tribe of Indians, and for 

other .purposes." 

Inasmuch as the 'uskogee ation has no fficcr kno as 

the "National ecretary," I have signed my name to this certi­

ficate, and caused the same to be attested by the rivate 'ecre­

tary. 

In tness hereof I have hereunto igned my n e as rin­

cipal Chief oft e uskogee �ation this ?th day of December,1901, 

and have caused the Great �eel of the ..uskogee ation to be 

affixed. 

.lttest: 

.�.Fears 

orter 
.t rincipal Chief of the 

uskogee{Creek} ation • 

Acting rivate 'ecrvtary. 
/HIT U • 
pproved,January 20,1902. 

T. oosevelt.
- le sant ort rs general letters.-- CT .--



3'Tl81-B 

ACT 

Appropriating �100.00 in favo of ookah ass, being for 

services rendered as teacher at ealaka Boarding c ool, during 

the scholastic year 1895-1896. 

BE IT �ACT.uD BY T TI co C L O 1 0 : 

That there be and is hereb appropriated the sum of ne 

Hundred dollars in favor of ookah oss for services rendered 

as teacher in the .,ealaka Boarding 'chool in the scholastic year 

1895-1896. 

'aid sum to be paid out of the Gener und a f the �us koge e 

Nation, and under such rules and regulations as ma be p scribed 

by the ecretary oft e nterior. 

Lee c evins 
Clerk 

A..P. c .. ellop 
Clerk. 

dopted eta er 16,1901. 

• •  erryman
resident,House of ings.

Concurrwd in ctober 1 ,1901. 

as ·clntosh 
peaker,House of arriors. 

Approved ctob r 17,1901 • 

• orter 

incip al Chic f.

IT.is u • 

pproved, ec.2,1901. 

heodore oosevelt. 

Porters general letters.--.ACTS.--



X.i!iCUTIV 0 F F I C • 

uskogee ation. 

km.ulgee, I.T., 

October 17,1901. 

I, P.PORT�R, Principal C ief of the .u ogee ation, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is an act oft e ational Coun­

cil of said ation, passed at its regular session of cto er� 

1901, and approved by me in my Official character on ctober 17, 

1901, and I hereby submit the same for the a proval of the resi­

dent of the Unit d 'tates under the provisions of an ct of 

Congress of arch 1,1901, and of the Cree ational Council of 

ay 25,1901, entitled "An ct to ratify and confirm an agree ent 

1th the uskogee of Creek ribe of ndians, and for other 

purposes•" 

Inasmuch as the uskogee ration ha no Officer known as 

the National uecr tary, I have signed my name to this certificate, 

and caused the same to be attested by e rivate 'ecretary. 

In itness hereof, I have hereunto signed my name as rinci­

pal Chief of the uskogee -ation this 17th day of ctober,l 01 

and have caused the Great eal of t e uskogee ation to be af­

fixed. 

ATT T: 
.a.Fears 

Acting Private ecretary. 

P. orter
Principal Chief of the . uskogee
Tation. 

- leaaant Porters general letters. --ACT .--
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December 3, 1903. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MU OGEE NATION: 

That there be and is ooreby appropriated the sum of �272.71 

in favor of H.C.Hall &. Co., for supplies furnished the ealaka 

National School, the sum to be paid out of the general fund under 

such rules and regulations as the ecretary of the Interior may 

prescribe for the disbursement of the Creek funds. 

A.P .McKellop

Clerk 

Lee McNeVi ns 

CleIX. 

Adopted Dec .3 ,19030 

Amos cinto sh 

Sp.House of ·arriors. 

Concurred in Dec.3,1903. 

Roley McIntosh 

Pres .Rouse of Kings. 

Approved Dec.4,1903. 

P.Porter,

Prin.Chief.

orsed) Union Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma--a-121--Pleasant orter's
ral letters. 
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Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee nation, 

there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of ··2?2.71 in 

lfaira:r or H. C. Hall &. Co. for supplies furnished the ealaka 

tonal School, the sum to be paid out of the general fund under 

rules and regulation as the 'ecretary of the nterior may 

•�••vribe for the disbursement of the Creek funds.

p 

Clk. 

Ko!levins 

Cll:. 

Adopted-Dec.3d, 1903 

Alex Davis 
Sp. H. of • pro tern.

Concurred in Dec.3rd,1903 

Roley McIntosh 
Pres.H. of Kings. 

Approved Dec.4,1903 

P.Porter,
Principal Chief.

) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma--a-97--Pleasant Porter's 
1 t"ters. 



Committee Room 

Dec.2,1903. 

.,. -

National Council of 

the Muskogee Nation. 

your committee on Education to whom was re-referred the 

c. Hall & Co. against the ealaka National chool,

272.71 beg leave to reporto

Jtter careful investigation we find that the claim is just 

• e therefore recommend your Hon. Body to make an appro-

this account in the adoption of the accompanying 

• are,

• 

Very respectfully, 

Chas. Coachman, 

Chairman • 

ion Agency, Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-97--Pleasant orter's 
rs. 



Cheesie McIntosh, 
Attorm y-at-Law. 

Superintendent Creek chools. 

Hon.J.D.Benedict, 

U.S.Supt.Schools,Ind.Terr. 

Muskogee, I.�erritory. 

Deer Sir:-

3?19 -1\. 

Che cot ah,I. T. 
December lst,1904. 

Inclosed I send you an un-sealed letter to Mr. John E. Reason­

over ot the ealaka chool; if you think the advice therein given 

is the proper course for him to pursue, please indorse and forward 

to him; if you think the course I have suggested is not the 

proper one, please write him such instructions as you deem necessaary. 

yours very res� cttu.lly, 

Cheesie cintosh. 

upt.Creek Schools. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.12 December 1,1904 Cbeesie cintosh, 
Checotah,I.T.----Sends letter of instructions to Supt.Reasonover, 
for approval.----



37317-B 

Musk�ee,I.T., Jan.19,1903 

Ron. Cheesie clntosh, 

Supt. Public Instruction, coocotah, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

Complaint is ma.de by Lambert cott that the manner of conduc­

ting the · etumka Boarding chool is very unsatisfactory and that 

quite a number of the parents have ithdrawn their children from 

the school. The cause ot complaint as stated by him is that 

the rooms have never been properly cleaned up during this session, 

and that fires are not kept in a good many of tbe rooms and child­

ren sutrer much on account of cold; tbat childre are not kept 

under proper control tor the reason that the uperintendent is 

a young man and does not seem to have the capacity of controlling. 

I would request that you end iss Robertson investigate 

this matter and 1.r the charges are true, take such steps as 111 

render the school more satisfactory to its patrons. 

Respectfully, 

P. orter,

Prin.Chief.

( arsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chi r. Letter 390. uskogee,Oklahoma. 
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Muskogee ,I.T. ,. Jan.19 ,1903 

Miss Alice Robertson, 

u.s.supervisor ot Sob.cols, Muskogee,I.T.

Dear Madam: -

I have just written a note to Hon. Cheesie cintosh, Supt. 

ot public Instruction, to look into the conduct of the letumka 

Sohool as reports have come to ma that its operation is quite 

unsatisfactory to the patrons. I think it proper that you and 

Mr. McIntosh look into the matter and if too complaints are well 

tounded, correct them so as to render the school more satisfactory. 

Respectfully, 

P.Porter,

Prin.Chief •

.-..&1aursed)UJ11on Agenor press book, general letters by Principal 
--.• t. Letter 391. Muskogee,Oklahoma. 
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Muskogee, I. T. 

June 22,].89� 

Kon.John n. Benedict 

Supt of Schools for Ind.mer. 

De Sir: 

J.ooording to our instructions of ay 30, advising me to 

e a visit to too various Boarding chools of the Creek ation 

111 to act in concert with tm school upt. of too Creek ation 

ant the Supt. of the respective Bo rding schools in inspecting 

the several schools with reference to the necessary improvements 

ne ded, and to make an estima. ted cost of material and labor for 

making these improvements, I beg leave to sa that I have complied 

th our instructions, and therefore I have the honor to submit 

to you the follo ing report of the several boarding schools;namely, 

C lored Orphan Home, Tallahassee, Coweta, �u 

EufaUla. 

Colored Or�han Home 

k 
, 

uch ie, ealaka 

t this place too Dormitories need repairing; the alls of 

't rooms are in bad condition, too lasterin 

ces, has fallen off. The oommi ttee reco 

of the rooms be papered, and th t o rs, in 

in bad condition, be ce ile d. 

in a re t many 

ended th t several 

ich t plastering 

The several porches around the buildings need r pairing. 

The approxime. te cost to ke these necessary rep irs is, for 

--••r1 1 1 300.00 end for labor, �260.00, a total cost of ;560.00.
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Tallahassee 

Owing to t m co ndi ti on of the plastering on the ls of the 

rooms at this ission it as decided by the committee that all 

the old plastering be removed and t e ralls and ceiling be ceiled 

e.nd painted. 

It was recommended that the large orch in front of the 

main building be repaired. The approximate cost of the bove 

repairs is far material, ·500.00 and for labor, '325.00, a total 

cost or ..;825 .oo. 

The committee also recommended that is is necessary to erect 

to ne buildings at this place. smoke ouse and ash house 

combined, a bath room, a ash room and laundry room combined. 

Size of the first house, 20 x 20 x 10 ft and the size of the second 

18 % 38 X 10 ft. 

The approximate cost of these t o buildings is, for material 

600.00 end for labor '1il275.00 a total cost of ·e?5.oo. 

Coweta 

The plastering on too walls of a great nwnber of the rooms 

a this place is in a fairly good condition; in some of these, 

hoaever, the plastering should be removed; the committee therefore 

commended that the alls in good condition be papered, and the 

thers be ceiled. For the preservation of the b.1 ildi ngs it as 

that the Boys and Girls Dormitories be painted on the 

Bide. 

The estimated cost of improvements at this �ission is, for 
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material, �oo.oo and for labor, :700.00; tot cost 1500.00. 

Nuyaka 

The inside of t.te buildings at the Iuyaka ,,.ission is in 

Terr good condition, and, therefore, no inside improvements �ere 

recommended. 

There are a great many leaks in the roofs of the various 

buildings, nd the paint at a number of places is coming off. The 

oommi ttee therefore, for the preservation of the buildings, recom­

mended that the four large buildings be re-painted and re-roofed, 

at an approximate cost of for ma.teri , ,J900.00 and for labor 

775.00; total cost ·16?5.oo. 

uchie 

The repairs needed at this ission consist in the enlargement 

of t� sleeping aparilnents and the dining room. The cornmi ttee 

recommended that these necessary repairs be made by removing some 

petitions. The estimated cost of said repairs is .,175.00. 

The committee also recommended that an addition to the school 

building be made and that a ne t o story frame building 28 x 36 

tt. be erected; said new building to be used for a hospital, 

Superintendents of fie e and family rooms. The addition to school 

building to be 34 x 40 ft. 

The approximate cost of said ne buildings is for material, 

1700.00 and for labor �1100.00, total cost �2soo.oo.

ealaka 

The plastering on the alls at this ission is in very bad 
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oondition, especially on th:, lower part, and the committee 

recommended that the walls be wainscoted four feet, and that the 

remainder or the walls and ceiling be papered. Much repair 

work is needed around tte buildings in the way of repairing the 

porches and the various out-buildings, and the ork is recommend­

ed to be done. 

The committee also thinks it necessary to have a new building 

erected, to be used for dining room, kitchen and pantry; said 

building to be connected ·ith th:l Girls Dormitory. For the pre-

servation of the building t� canmittee thought it advis ble to 

repaint all tbe principal buildings, and so recommended. 

The estimated cost of all the improvements at this ission is 

5 

for material fl500.00 and for labor 1400.00 tot 1 cost '2900.00. 

Eufaula 

The appropriation for improvements at this place is not 

sufficient to make all th9 necessary repairs; hence the committee 

recommended that the most needed repairs were on the large three 

story bri ck bu i ldi ng. fe recommended that nearly all of the 

rooms be papered; a few of the rooms in hich the plastering is 

in bad condition to be ceiled and painted. everal large porches 

need re-nooring and new banisters around them are needed. 

The approximate cost of the improvements at this place is, 

tor material �500.00 and for labor -450.00; total cost '950.00. 

o't School 

SUMMARY 

Material 

·300.00

Estimated Cost 
Labor 

260.00 

Total 

560.00 



Tallahassee 1100.00 

Coweta soo.oo 

JUyaka 900.00 

Euohie 1700.00 

ealaka 1500.00 

Eufaula 500.00 

Total ·6800.00 
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<ir1600.00 '1700.00 

700.00 1500.00 

775.00 1675.00 

1175.00 2875.00 

1400.00 2900.00 

450.00 950.00 

5360.00 '12160.00 

espectfully submitted 

Calvin Bullard 

School upervisor of Creek Na.I.T. 

( BJldorsed} Union Agency o. 33 Calvin Bullard----Submits a report 
on theboarding schools of the Creek tion.----
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� OF THE I ERIOR, 

United tates Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Territory, 

D 1408-'00 Muscogee, Ind. T., December ?,1900. 

Honorable P. Porter, 

Principal Chi f, Creek Nati on, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. � 

Sir: 

You are respectfully advised that an act of the National 

Council ot the Creek ation, approved by yourself on ctober 

27, 1900, and entitled -

"An Act providing for the support of boarding schools," 

- was submitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior

to the President of the United tates for ex cutive action on 

BOT•ber 26, 1900, and as duly approved on the same date, and 

has been placed on file in the office of Indian Affairs at 

aahington. 

Very resP'ctfully, 

J .Geo. ,right, 

u • •  Indian Inspector,

for Indian Territory. 

ACT PROVIDI G FOR UP ORT OF 

BOARDI G SCHOOIS 

Be it enacted by the ational Council or· th .uskogee ation: 

That there be, end is hereby,appropriated out of the 

ool Funds ot the usk ogee ati on the sum of ixty ThoUSi and 

1 sent Porters general. letters.--v--
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Six Hundred ($60,600.00) Dollars for the support of the ational 

Boarding Schools am Orphan Asylums for the scholastic year 

ending NOYember 14,1901 as follo s: 

Tel lahasse Boarding School. • • • • • • • • • • 

Eufaula High School • • •  • • • • • • • • • • ••

e- w mka Boarding 

ealaka Boarding 

chool • •  

chool • •  

e • 0 0 

• • • • 

• • • • • • •

• • • • • • • 

Pecan Creek Boarding School • • • • • • • • • • • 

Euchee Boarding Schools. C> • • • • 0 • • • • •• 

Creek Orp ban chool • •  0 • • • • • • • • • • ••

Colored Orphan Asylwno • 

Coweta Boarding 

Nuyaka Boarding 

chool • •  

chool<> . 

• • • 

• •

• • • • • 

• • • • • • 

• • • • 

• • •

• • • • • • • • • 

?9_,ooo.oo 

9,000.00 

9,000.00 

4,500.00 

4,500.00 

4,500.00 

6,666.66 

3,333.33 

4,500000 

5 600.00 
60,600.00 

Said amouil:ts to be paid out in accordance with ruch rules 

and regulations as may be prescribed by the ecretary of the 

Interior for the disbursement of Creek fundso 

J..P. oKellop 
Clerk. 

A D 0 T D October 25th,1900. 

iah Gray 
peaker, House of arriors, 

Pro Tem 

2/3 

1/3 

CO iCURR D IN October 25th,1900 

oNevins 
Clerk. 

T • •  erryman 
President, House of Kings. 

A ROVED October __ , 1900. 

• • Fears
Acting rtvate ecretary. 

Pleasant or ter 
Principal Chief .. 

r ed) Union Agency, uskogee ,Oklahoma.--Pleasant orters 
•i1111re1 letters.--v--
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ing appropriation for the repairs of t�1e .i. ation 1 

Boardin ochool. 

BE IT m;Ac LD by the �ati onal ounc il of the us 1 :osee r-ation:

there be and is hereby a9propriated, out of the c ner 1 

of the · us_·o ee : at ion, the sum of T :o ous nd our

ed & Fifty dollars for the epairv f the ational Boardin 

etumka Boardi SC 001 •••............• 300.00 

Pecan Cree� Doardi . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 800.00 

Creek rphan :ome •••••••••.••..•••••••. 2 .... 0.00 

ealaka Boardi ·c'1ool ••••..•••.•...•• 800000 

Colored orp a.i."'l o e. • . • . . . . • . . . . . . . . . • • 300 o 00 

aid sums to be paid in accorda�ce ·th s 1 c 1 rul s and 

ations as ma be rescri t 'ecr t ! o the I terior 

tor the dis ursemen t 0.1.. Cree_- ft.nds • 

D 1 .i.!i D 

cKellop 

... ov. 5,1900. 

. os .. clntosh 
Cler •• ')e er, -rouse o .. arriors. 

C C u 

A V 

• "• ears

etine rivat� ·0cretary. 

I :ov. 5' 1900 0 

T • '. err w'TJ n 
resi ent, -ous 

-�OV • , 1£100 • 

• orter 

rin.ci al C ·1ie J. • 

0 

sed} Union ency, ·uslcogee, Okl ho: o--a-41----
eneral. letter ..... 

ings .. 
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iI L:Jr 1' I ' 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian erritory, 

uscogee, Ind. 

Honorable P. orter, 

Principal Chief, 

usko ee, Indian merritor , 

ir: 

. ' ec. 8, 1900 • 

ou are r spectfully advised that the act of the ational 

Council of the Creek ation, approved by ourself on Tove ber 5, 

1900
1 

and entitled -

An act making appro riation or the repairs of the 

National Boa di chool, � 

- s submitted b the o arable 'ecr tr of the Interior to the

President of the United 'tates on ove r 26, 100, as duly 

appro ed on Tovember 2?, 1 00, d has been laced on file in 

the office of Indian fairs at ashington. 

sent Porter--a-41--

Ver respectfully, 

J .Geo. ri ·1 t, 

• •  Indian Ins ector,

for Indian erri tory. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF 'IHE I N T E R I O R. 

· ashington.

37351-B 

.. arch 13, 1901. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

tor the Indian Terri tor y, 

uskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

With his letter of ebruary 25, 1901, the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs transmitted your co unication of February 15, 1901, 

submitting a letter from the Superintendent of Schools in the Indian 

Territory "concerning the matter of the pending agreement with the 

Creek Indians providing for 160 acres of land to be reserved for 

each boarding school in the Creek Nation, instead of 40 acres, as 

now provided by said agreement". 

Yem are advised that your letter and accompanying papers came 

too late for the Department to take any action thereon prior to action 

by Congress on the agreement. 

IJld.Ter.Div. 
808-190+.

Respectfully, 

Tho s. Ryan. 

cting ecretary. 

( do sed) Union agency# L939 received ar. 19, 1901. office of U.S. 
Indian Inspector for I. T. ashington, arch 13, 19 1. ecretary. 

pt. Benedict's letter rel. to reserving lG0 instead of 40 acres of 
d at each Boarding chool in Creek Nation came too late to lay 

before Congress. 



D 2982-'01 

Hon.P.Porter, 

0 T I ' 

United Jtat s Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian erritory, 

·uskogee, Ind.T.,

ov.12,1 01 

Prin.Chief Creek atio . 

ir: 

... 37358-A 

I have to respectfully advise you that t e act of the ational 

Council or your ation, a proved by yourself on ctober ?,1901, 

and entitled, -

An Act making appro riation for the support of the 

National Boarding schools and orphan asylums 

of the uskogee ation,t' 

as submitted by the epartment to the r ui ent of the United 

tates for e ecutive ction on ctober 1,1901, and as duly 

approved on ovember 1,1901; and the said act, be ring the ap­

proval of the resident, is inclosed here ith. 

Very respectfully, 

J" .Geo. ri ht, 

u. '.Indian ns ector
for Indian erritory.

P.Porters general letters.--ACT .--
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us�ogee, I.T., ept. 15,102. 

• c. Fisher,

Che cot ah , I • T • 

Dear ir: 

closed please find · arr t ,12 7 inf vor of 0 ..... 

f 1400.00, salary of teacher and repairs, etc., of .uyaka 

obe 

ion; also arrant 12 in fa or of Gruna alt &. Thomas for 

• oo, repairs to ula High chool • lease audit these and 

n to me and oblige. 

4) Union
ter 279.

Yours truly, 

0 orter, 

ri • Chief. 

ency Press book, genernl lett rs by 
uskogee ,Oklahoma. 

rincipal 



ctober wOth, 1904 

Be it resolved by the ational Council of the us�o e a ion; 

hat th ou erint n ent of ublic 

Instruction be and is h reby direct o mak a horou h investi-

gation of all accounts held y r.iurner ard are � o., against 

the nation for suppli s repr sent d to ave b en furnished th 

boarding schools of the Cr e a ion. 

Be it further resolved, that the s i sup int nd nt in carrying 

out the purpose of this r solution s all de and access to all 

sc ools 1entioned in t claim books or papers at th boardi 

ot the said urn r ard ar o., and to do all other things 

that may be necessary to arriv at a ·ust ettle ent in e 

matter. 

Be it further resolv d, ta t e said uperin end nt shall nake 

a r port of his findi s to the ne t session oft e annual 

Council together ith is annual report for further action of 

'the ational council. 

G • •  Grayson, 
ctg.-Clk. 

• Tiger,
lk. Pro Tem,

dopted ct. 20th, 1 04. 

Jam s mith, 

resdt. • i 

Concurred in ct. 20th,l 04. 

Alex avis, 

up. • of ,!arriors. 

' or ed) Union Agency, uskogee, Oklahoma-- leasant orters 
�•Ler letters.--1--



DEPAR'IMENT OF THE INT RIOR, 

Of'tice or School Supervisor for reek ation. 

Muskogee, nd.Ter. 

November 9 ,1904. 

Hon.1 ohn D. Bene di c t , 

Superintendent af chools, 
in Imian Territory. 

Sirs 

37364-B 

I have the honor to present the following report as directed 

in your. letter of October 29th. 

Eu:taula High School. 

The main building of this school is of brick, three stories, 

ancl con ta ini ng nine teen rooms, It as built thirteen years ago 

at a cost of eleven thousand dollars. It is in fairly good re-

pair. Outside buildings are one cottage of four rooms, t o of 

t rooms, store room, laundry and barn, the barn being in a very

poor condition indeed. Tbe location of the school within the 

limits of the town of ufaula gives to the fifteen acres of land 

on Which it stands a value it .rould not other, ise have as it is 

r, poor and rocky. Twenty-five acres of land lying in the bot-

near the orth Fork of the Canadian, added to the above improve­

nts would, in my judgITEnt, bring the total value of the ufaula 

sh chool property up to about fifteen thousand dollars. I 

lie-ve that would be a liberal valuation to place upon it. 

etumka Boarding chool. 

This school is located in th3 fertile bottom of the orth 

The main 
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lding of wood (frame) was originally built in 1880, additions 

ha"fi.Dg be�n tacked on from time to time. It is two stories in 

might, has fourteen rooms and is in very poor condition. A cot­

tage or four rooms built at the s are time is in like condition. 

The Bors' Dormitory of eighteen rooms built about ten years ago 

is in fairly good condition as is a stone two story building of 

tour rooms erected a little later for a hospital or infirmary. One 

two room cottage, laundry, and store room are in poor condition. 

'1'1o barns are also in bad shape. It is very hard t,o tell how to 

place a valuation on this property but I think that not mare than 

eight thousand dollars should be put upon it. 

Tullahassee Boarding 'chool. 

This school was originally established for Indian pupils in 

The once fine orchard as largely died out. The cul ti va-

tion of most of the ground belonging to too school for nearly a 

halt century has made it of less value. The principal building 

was erected a bout thirteen years ago at a cost of five thousand 

llars. It is t o stories, of frarre and contains twenty rooms. 

is in reasonably good repa. ir. Another t o story frame building 

erected in 1882 cost at that time thirty-fi'v'."e hundred doll�s but 

was ve-ry badly built. It contains thirteen rooms and is in bad 

ona.1 tion. A smaller t o story frame building er cted in 1882 

oat at that time thirty-five hundred doll s but as very b� dly 

1lt. It contains thirteen rooms and is in bad condition. 

ller t o story frame building erected about fourteen rears ago 

been badly abused and is in poor condition. Laundry, store 

llld shop are wooden buildings of little value. It is very 

1 lt to fix any velua tion but eight thousand doll rs 1ould 
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in my judgn:ent be a liberal estimate. 

Euchee Boardir\'s 0chool. 

The location ot this school ir.m:IBdia ely adjoining the 

to n ot Sapulpa adds greatly to the value of the property. 

Its buildings are girls' dormitory and boardi department, 

to story frame building of ten rooms, and boys' dormitory two 

story, frame, seven rooms, both built about thirteen ye rs ago 

at a cost of about six thousand dollars, hosp ital b ilding t rn 

story frame of eight rooms costing twenty-five hundred dollars, 

111th laundry, store room, tv;o room cot age and barn of little 

ue. I should value the proi:erty at about t 1elve thousand 

dollars. 

Creek Orphan Hon:e • 

This school is a little over a mile from the town of 

Okmulgee. Tbe main building of brick, two stories in neight, �as 

noted in 1892 at a cost of thirteen thousand dollars, tm expense 

at building being greatly increased by remoteness from the rail 

1 it bei� at that time thirty-five miles to the nearest 

l ey station. It contains sixteen rooms and is in ery fair 

ition. Other buildings are some small wooden structures 

little value;-laundry, store room, cottage for hired help, 

1 in only fair cordition and a barn wilt three years ago. The 

ty acres of prairie upland are probahly of much greater value 

ause ot nearness to Okmulgee but I do not believe ten thousand 

lars would be too small a valuation to place upon this property. 

yaka Boardi� School. 

This school was established in 1884, the to story frame 

ngs at that time costing about fourteen thousand dollars. 
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, ... 
-· ... . 

are tvo cottages for girls of eleven rooms each, 

' dormitory or eleven rooms and school building of four rooms. 

en buildings of little value are ·1 ndry, storeroom, smoke 

house, chicken house and barn. Fences, etc., are ell kept 

p, the orchard is o:f some alue as also an artificial pond in 

t grounds. The great drawback to t alue of this pl ace is 

its remoteness from the railroad. I should not estimate its 

Talm at more than eight thousand dollars. 

ealaka Boarding School. 

This school bas go cxl farm land in a beautiful location, 

'1'917 recently a rail ay has been built ith a st tion quite 

mar the school. Should a town spring up there the value ould, 

of ourse, be greatly enhanced. The t\o story frame buildings 

er oted in 1891 are as follo s: Girls' dormitory and boarding 

department, ten rooms, and boys' cottage, seven_ rooms. The 

ool building is a one story frame of t o rooms. Laundry, smoke 

ho e, store room and small box house for hired man are buildings 

of 11 ttle value. The large barn is old. enc es are in good 

1t1on and there is an orchard hich adds to tbe value of the 

Place. The buildings of the school cost eight thousand dollars 

cl probably that would be a good valuation to put upon the place. 

Coweta Boarding School. 

The school proP3rty immdi ately adjoins the ne town 

Coweta and is only a short distance from too rail ay station. The 

1 good prarie upland and the re is a small orchard of young 

The buildings are t frame t o story cottages for boys 

Sirls each oonta.inir:g seven rooms, a two story "box house" 

en and dining room of five rooms, frame school houae of 

room diTided by a temporary partition, With outside
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1aumry, store room and coal house of little value. The barn 

1s poor. Th:, buildings cost eight thousand dollazs and the value 

ot the place I do not think uld be in excess of that amount. 

Pecan Creek Boarding School. 

The buildings of th is school are Girls' cott ge and 

boardi� depsrtn:en t of sixteen rooms and boys' cottage of eleven 

rooms, these b ei � two story f rane buildings. T .he school 

building is a one story frame structure of one large room. An 

outside laundry and of fie e are snal 1 'box houses" of little value 

end there is a reasonably good barn. T o ells of most excellent 

water add very much to the value of this place am its location 

is om ot great beauty. Tre land is gocxi prairie uplmd. The 

place is ell kept up. The buildings oost about eight thousand 

dollars and incltrling t� forty acres of land belonging to the 

school I should estimate t.te proper 

dollars. 

Colored Orphan Homa. 

to be orth ten thousand 

The- main building of this school is of stone, erected 

bf tie u. s. Governrrent for a residence for the Indian Agent nearly 

thirty years ago. Poor materials rere used in floors, st irs, 

etc , and the building is in bad shape. It contains ten rooms 

lllcl is two stories in height. A ore story frame building ith 

\•porary perti tions is used for sleeping quarters for the boys 

and there is an outside laundry ani store room, m oden buildings 

at little value. Too snall bam is in good condition. Fifteen 

c es of the school property are on t.he crest of a hill tv.o and 

miles from uskogee, overlooking t h3 town and the in terva:i ing 

leJ am i th a magnificent view in every direction of the sur-

at11141ng country. Land il11lrediately adjoining has been bought at 
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rrom seventy-five to a hundred dollars an acre with a ie to 

fancy residence property. Twenty-five acres in the valley on the 

oth9r side f'rom uskogee wculd probably be alued at t enty to 

ten ty-tive dollars an acre. y best judgment would be an 

estimate of from four to five thousand dollars. 

In making this report I have too little kno ledge of land 

values to claim any degree matever of ccuracy. I have purpose-

ly ref'raimd from any effort to acquaint myself ith such values 

because of my official position. uch questions are 1 'lays 

received i tb mare ar less of suspicion. 

Very re SJ:e c tfu lly, 

Alice • obertson, 

upervisor. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o. 4 November 9, 1904. Alice • Robert­
son, Muskogee, I.T.---- ubmits report on value of Creek School 
property.----



Musccgee, I. T. 

January 14th,l898. 

38719-A 

(,? 

To the Dawes Commission, 

Dear and Honored Sirs: 

T.be undersigned, on behalf of the Blue Creek School, 

a branch ot the Sisson Industrial School, being located about 

twenty miles :rrom Muscogee, I. T. unaer the direction of the 

.African M. E. Church, would most respectfully beg of your honor­

able body t� consideration of the following c1aim, which the 

officers of said school believe to be a just and lawful claim. 

The foundation of said claim arises from tb9 following 

grounds, to-wit: 

During the year 1887, the aforesaid African M. E. Church 

waa invited by the ci t1 zens of the Creek Nation, and authorized 

ad eneouraged by L. Perryman, the then Chief of the Creek Nation, 

111d also by t� Board of Education then in force, to build said 

school. That upon se.id invitation and relying upon the authority 

granted t�m by the said Chief and the sa:1d Board of Education, 

a school was built during the years 1888 and 1889, known as the 

BLUE CREEK SCHOOL," and that under the laws of the Creek Nation 

a14 school was entitled to be.ve and to hold unto itself for such 

Upoaes as 1 t may see fit for t� running and management ot

• id school, 100 acres of lam adjoining and surrounding said

1141ng.

• 

That the officers ot said school, at the time that the said 

ela CODIID9nced to build the fence around the 100 acres mentioned 
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the aaiD body' of the petition, went to the Judge of the Dis­

trict in which the school is located, aid protested against the 

building at said fence, and said Judge ordered that it be not 

built• That tJ-8 same protests were made to the Chief, Council 

1114 Board of Education or t� Creek Nation at least f1 ve or six 

"1.mes, but t� t no reply to said petitions has ever been received 

by the otti cers at said school. That the said Danie ls, as 

soon as he was ordered by too Judge not to build, laid out a 

bou4ry which left olear tbt lands belonging to tm school, but 

that as soon as he conm:,noed to blild his fence, he o er-run said

boundries and completed the fence as it now stands. That in 

adcli tion to the building of said fence on said lands, the said 

Daniels has attem.pted in several rnys to discourage the people 

of the neighborhood from sEl'.lding tteir children to said school, 

an harassing the s cbool in every manner possible. 

That about two years after the building of said school, the 

Daniel Pasture Company built a pasture, tb3 boundaries of which 

enclosed said school and school lands. That in the year 1895, 

one Robert Den iels, who was a member of the pasture Company which 

has built the e:roresaid pasture, fenced in one hundred acres 

immediately surrounding said school thus depriving said school 

troa using their 100 acres to which under t b3 Creek law they were 

That they beirg in no condition financially to contest 

the buildi?Jg ot said fence ar th:, occupancy at said land by the 

aa14 Daniels, .ba ve al.lowed the matter 1io stand in too shape it 

DOW is in. 

That at this time, the said Daniels makes a demand upon the 

floera of said school for the sum of $500.00 for the Wire and 
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poets oomposing said fence, claiming also that be is the owner of 

be lend enclosed by said fence, and that unless said sum of 

t50 .oo is paid him he 111.11 not turn over to said school the 

land so enclosed. 

WHBREAS, We as officers of said school, considering that said 

land belongs to said school under and by virtue of said Creek 

laws mentioned in the foregoing, and feeling that we do not need 

to pe.y unto the said Robert Daniels the said sum of t500.oo in 

ord. r to obtain possession of too said lands, and being in no 

condition to stand the expense of legal proceedings in the matter, 

we have taken the liberty to present the matter to your honor-

able body tor your due consideration, and ould respectfully 

ask ot you that you give the matter your careful consideration, 

and use such efforts as you may deem right and proper, in restor­

ing us to our rightful possessions. 

Respectfully submitted, by 

G.A.L.Dykes 
President and General Manager 

ot BLUE CREEK SCHOOL

On beha!r· of it and Its officers. 

( orsed) Union Agency No.41. Relative----Petition of the BLUE 
o_l& SCHOOL, re. its land being claimed by a Robert Daniels.----
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J. l.HALL & co.

DRY GOODS & GROCERIES 

Hon.A.B.McKennon 

Muskogee 

Dear Mr. .1.cKennon: 
• 

Boots, Shoes,Hats & Caps 
Clothing & Gents Furnish­
ings, HaTdware & 1 urniture 1

Coffins, Doors, .;indo s, 
Lumber, tc., Etc.

Tulsa, Ind. Ter. 
Jan.13,1899. 

I wont bother you but just om moment. 

Please see that the Tu1 sa re sbyter ian 0chool has in your 

Treaty the same protection as other .1.ission chools. 

The Hone Iviission Board bas one block of land. chool 

Building on same cost th.em aoout 1700.00 including son:e little 

donation by the town. They low the school has been carried on 

by this ission Board al:out (12) years at a cost to the Board from 

aooo.oo 1000.00. Did not see L • •  Perryman before re Je ft.He 

lives about (10) miles in the country. 

ery truly yours, 

J. �.Hall.

(lCndorsed) Union Agency r o. 2100 Commissicn to 'ive Tribes .fiecd. 
lan.20,l899 J.1.Hall,Tulsa,I.T. ?/20/99 ----tlel. to the resby­

er1an mission school.----
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DEPARTMENT OF THE IN RI OR 
1

Office of Indian Affairs. 

vashington, 
Ret r in reply to the following: 

Lan 
1470,-i9 
17107-99 

Th Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

pril 15, 1899 

38757-A 

•;t 

Under date of April 5, 1899, the office transmitted a re ort 

ot March 28, 189Q, from Inspector right, who enclosed an Act of 

the Creek Council, appropriating 77,930.61 for the support of 

aeho la in the Creek Nation, for the present year, to be paid out 

under rules and regulations of the Secretary of the Interior. 

Inspector ,right in for arding that document called atten­

tion to the tact that it was apparently written and signed by one 

pariy, all or the signatures being in the same handwritin as the 

body of the Act. 

In reporting on the matter, the office su gested that the de­

lay •hi h would be necessary in returnin the papers to be proper­

ly ngroased and signed would more than consume the time allo ed 

by the Act of 1897, for the President to consider Acts of this 

la'tion, and the Act would, therefore, fail; and it as recommend-

hat in �iew of all the circumstances of the apparent misun-

4 ra'tanding of the Creek authorities of the intention of the 

8 �enu.nt, in instructions heretofore given them with respect 

'to he engrossing end signing or Acts to be presented to the Pres-

14 t, that pt.per be treated as an Act of the Nation and be sub-

'to the President for his approval, and that Inspector 



-2- 1

72 

lrtgh'I b inatru ted to forward other Acts in similar shape, 

whi h he ae.id h had on file in his office to be forwarded to the 

Pr 14ent, but to inform the Creek authorities th t this action 

11 taken only on account of the apparent misunderstandin of in­

atr tiona, and that hereafter all Acts must be signed by the of­

ti ra of the legislative bodies and the xecutive of the Nation 

the aelvea. 

There ia now enclosed here 1th a report of Aprils, 1899,

tr Inapeetor ,right, transmitting the said ct pro erl , en-

gr aaed e.nd signed by the roper officers. This is for arded by 

1• with the recommendation that it be iven rour favorable con-

14 ration, e.nd be treated in place of the other paper herina ave 

r t rrei to. It is presumed that inasmuch as the Department ct-

promptly on the former recommendation of this office concern­

ing the copy forwarded, in writing to Inspector fright, giving 

his ub tantie.lly instructions in accordance 1th office recommen-

41,1on, that the Act in question has been approved b. the Presi­

eat by thi time, but the properly engrossed and si ned act is 

,raaamitt d herewith for the information of the Department. The 

ff1 • b lie-Yea, however, that no nece C'. sity exists for any action 

ll ,h11 paper if the other document referred to has been treated 

approved as an Act of the Council. 

(G) 

Ver respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

• A. Jones,

Commissioner, 
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•,r _, -
I 

1uscogee (Creek) Nation. 

RESOLUTION 

BEL!TI'VE TO A DIS-CONTINUED NATIO AL CHOOL IN THE TO\lN OF 

EUFAULA 

Whereas the Muscogee citizens in the town of •ufaula represent 

that they have enjoyed the benefits of a n  ighborhood school 

in that town for many years, but that this school has been 

discontinued to their inconvenience and detriment and earnestly 

desire and request the re-establishment of said neighborhood 

school, therefore, 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE ATIO AL CO 'GIL OF THE i SCOGEE NATION, 

That the council sympathizes ith the luscogee citizens of the 

to11D ot Eufaula in their loss of the neighborhood school lately 

discontinued by the Honorable J.D.Benedict, and hereby respect­

tully but earnestly him to re-establish for the uscogee citizens 

of the town of Eufaula, the neighborhood school lately discontinued 

With a competent teacher therefor together ith all the rights 

and pr1T111ges of other neighborhood schools of the ation; and 

the Principal Chief is hereby requested to present to said J.D. 

Benedict and urge him to favorable consideration of the object 

of this resolution. 

P. cKellop
Clerk ot House of arriors. 

�••Vina 
k ot House or Kings. 

1 1ger 
1-Yat Secretary 

Adopted Dec.14th,1899. 

Amos J'.'cintosh 
peaker of House of arriors 

Concurred in Dec.15th,1899 

T • •  erryman 
Approved: Dec.15th,1899 

ant Porters general letters.--n--
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P.PORTER

Prin.Chief, .N.

1Ted copies of the above resolution this 18th day of 

•oaoer 1899.

;r.D.Benedict, 

upt. 

d) Union Agency, Muskogee,Oklahoma.--Pleasant Porters
iters.--n--



DEPART1JEHT OF ,_nu� Illr.C:RIO.L , 

Office of u.�.Indian Inspector, 

For 

Indian erritory, 

387?5-B 

'75 

Lluscogee, Ind.T., January 26,1900.

___ 1easant Porter, 

• 

Principal Chief, Creek ,.ation, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory • 

You are respectfully advised that the ct of the rational 

11 of the Creek -ation, approved by ourself on Dece ber 

1899, and entitled: 

•Jn Act to provide for the support of the ational Board­

ing dchools and for other purpo es, n

submitted by the Ionorable ..:,ecrctary of the Interior to the 

...... ident of the United wtates for executive action on January 

1900, end 1as duly approved on the seTe day, and has been 

ced on file in the Office of Indian fairs at :ashington. 

Very respectfully, 

J .Geo •. ri ht, 

• ;Indi n Inspector, for
the Indian Territory. 

usoos • (Creek) .ation 

Ai AC? 

OVID THE .:IU PO T o
= T 

A.HD FO OT� r'v 

D -uJLU dCH OL::i 

' orters general letters.--a-32----



C � C .. 0� ··c G.ul!J : TI

hereby ap ropriated o t of the uC ool funds 

ation the sum of �ixty four thousand fi e hundred 

ty tiTe and 10/100 Dollars ( 640525010) for te support of 

ationa1 clchools for the 'cholastic year ending .ovember 15, 

end for other purposes as herein after entioned 

sum to be paid out in accordance ith such rules and regula­

as may be prescrib d by the Seer tary of the Interior 

Tallahasse Boarding chool- - - -

Eufaula High uchool- - - - - - - - - - - - - -­

--•n•va Boarding chool- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

laka Boarding �chool - - - - - - - - - - - - - -­

an Creek Boarding chool- - - - - - - - - - - - -

ee Boarding 3chool- - - - - - - - - - - - - - -­

atallt Orphan �chool- -

.,...�borhood School- -

.�, •• oore for supplies furnished the ... �ei hborhood 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - --

all Sixty four thousand five hu dred t enty five 

10/100 Dollars. 

9.000.00 

90000.00 

.000.00 

4.500.00 

4.500.00 

7.200.00 

6.666066 

14.329.25 

329.19 

H. of • 

do ted ec o l t ,18 9 
OS "cintosh 

of K. 

ec. 

clpk. H. of arriors 

Concurred in ec 15th,1899 
T. .. • errynan

Pres • •  of K. 

p roved ec.l th,1899 

• orter- rin.Chief of the
d by vm.llc�inley Jany.11,1900. 

e) Union ency, uskogee,Gklo1om o--Pleasant orters
letters.--a-32----

•• •



J.ppropria ti on in favor of eri can 
Book Co., and Goldsmith Book&. 

stationary Company. 

38'188-A 

�h, _ .. . 

Be 1 t enacted by the ational Council of the iuskogee a_tion: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the 

Gen ral J'und of the I, usk ogee a ti on , the s um of One Thous and &. 

1ft ( 1,050.00) Dollars inf avor of the American Book Company, 

at Chicago, Illinois, being payment for books furnished the schools 

of the uskogee Nation in 1898; 

Also the sum of 'il'30o.oo in favor of the Goldsmith Book 

& tationery Company, bei� payment for slates, pencils, tablet 

ID4. other supplies furnished the schools of the ·uskogee ation 

1n 1898. 

Said sums to be paid out in accordance ·th such rules 

and regulations as may be prescribed by the ecretary of the In­

terior for the disbursement of Creek funds. 

A.P. cKellop 
Clerk. 

oNevins 
Clerk. 

• s.Fears,

AD 0 

C 0 

AP 

T · D October 25th,1900 

iah Grey 
peaker, House of arriors, 

ro Tem 

C U , D I October 25th,l 00. 

R V 

T • •  erryman 
resident, House of ings. 

D October 25,1900. 

P.Porter,

Principal Chief • 

Acting Private ecretary. 

orter general letters, fo. 13.--



DEPARTMENT OF THE INrEBI OR, 

United tates Indian Inspector 

For 

D .---'00 
Indian Territory, 

·uscogee, Ind. T.,or • .lot No. 9 

ovember 22, 1900. 

Honorable P. Porter ,,

Sir: 

Principal Chief, Creek ation, 

us cogee, Indian Territory. 

You are respectfully advised that t e act of the ational 

Council of the Creek ation, approved by yourself on October 25, 

1900, end entitJe d -

Appropriation in favor of American Book Company and

Goldsm.i th Book and tati one ry Company, 11 

submitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to 

the President of the United tates for executive action on ovem­

r 12,1900, as duly approved on the ];3th instant, and has been 

P a d on file in tbe of'f'ice of Indian Affairs at ;ashington. 

Very respectfully, 

J .Geo • .'right, 

u • •  Indian Inspector,
for Indian Territory.

d) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma. Pleasant orters
letters. o. 13.

'7 
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D-1�'00 

Hon,P.Porter, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Territory, 

uscogee" Ind. T., 

December 8,1900.

Prin.Chief Creek ation, 

Sir: 

You are respectfully advised that the Act of the National 

Council of the Creek Nation, approved by yourself on October 

31, 1900, and entitled, 

An Act Regulating the Conduct of the Schools in 

the Creek Nation," 

was submitted by the Department to the President of the 

United States for Executive action, on November 26,1900, was 

disapproved on November 27, 1900, and bas been placed on 

file in the office of Indian Affairs at ashington. 

In a.ibmitting this act to the President, the Honorable 

Secretary of the Interior called attention to the provision which 
.. 

de el ares that no school property sha 11 be sold without wri t ten 

inatructions from the superintendent of public instruction. He 

t 'tea that this would appear to authorize the Creek superin-

t dent to sell or dispose of school property w.i. thout the approval 

ot t.be SuperVi sor or General Superintendent, and calls further 

ent1on to the fact that the pending (Creek Agreement) makes 

�O'Yi ion tor the c omuct of schools in the Creek Nation, and 

Ul.4 the same be ratified, this act would be without any 

le sent Porter-a-69----

'l 



-2-

-.-.i ........ ty. And in view of this fa.ct, the Honorable Secretary 

Interior recanmended· tha. t the Act be disapproved. 

AN ACT 

Vecy respectfully, 

J" .Geo. right, 

U.S.Indian Inspector, 
for Indian Territory. 

Regulating the condoo t of the schools in the Creek Nation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATION.AL COUNCIL OF TH IvIDSKOGEE NATION: 

That from_and after the first day of January, 1901, 

the canpensat ion of teachers of neighborhood s c bools shall be 

a e rate of forty ($40.00) dollars a month, but teachers now 

holding appointments may be required to take an additional 

• ination before being re-appointed e. t th is rate.

The average number of citizen pupils required shall be

torm, and shall be fifteen. 

Be it further Enacted that in localities where the number 

of tizens 1s not great enough to keep up the required average, 

the petition of responsible citizens of said neighborhood, 

bool may be organized to which non-citizen children shall 

admitted upon the payroont of one chllar a month tuition, 

al.anoe of tbe teac.t::er's salary to be paid from the school 

This arranganent shall be made only in such cases as 

perintendent of Public Instructions and the supervisor 

·"'!'Jlli••leasant Porter-a-69----

) 
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oall detemine and only when the appropriation for the neighbor­

schools shows a suff'ici en t surplus to warrant such 

upendi ture. 

Be it further enacted that the district court houses of the 

creek Nation located in tbe six districts shall be and are 

hereby set apart and turned over to the superintendent of Public 

IDatructions to have and to hold and use them for neighborhood 

oho ls, together with the fixtures and furniture thereunto 

belonging. 

Superintendents of the various boarding schools shall be 

:required to give a tom in twice the amount of funds handled by 

Ula in any one quart er. All property be longing to the various 

boarting schools shall be invoiced and placed on a permanent 

record, and all purchases sh.all be taken up on tn.is record of 

property. No school property shall be sold, exchanged or other­

liae disposed of Without written ins true tions from the Superin-

'8ndent at Public Instructions. All property shall be marked 

randed 1th the nazoo of the school. An ite ized property 

rn shall in every case accompany ttle qu rterly accounts of 

• superintendent of each school.

Be it further enacted that superintendents of boarding

ools shall send in til.eir cash and property accounts to the 

rintendent of Public Instructions within twenty days of the 

1rat1on of each quarter. 

Be it further enacted, that so far as the same can be made 

licable the "Rules for the Indian School ervice," issued by 

ln41an Office at ashing ton, shall be used in the day and 

41ig schools of the Creek Nati on. Tbe Indian Office and 

ernce requirements in too examination of' teachers and 

1 asent Porter�-a-69----
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r flllployes of the Government Indian chools sh 1 be complied 

1: has nearly as possible. All salaries paid to employes of 

ding schools shall be fixed upon the basis of salaries paid 

1Jl he Government Indian Schools. 

Be it further enacted that from and after tb.e fi·rst of .Tan-

' 1901, no matron, seamstress or other employe shall be appoint­

a,ntinued in the boarding schools> without first taking such 

ination as may be determined upon by the Superintendent of 

blic Instructions and the Supervisor to sho the 001 petence 

at the person for the position to be filled. No person. under 

ty-one years of age shall be employed as a principal teacher 

ill any of the boarding schools, nor shall any one be appointed 

principal who has not had at least three years' experience 

u a teacher.

Be it further enacted that at any time when a boarding school 

11 be foUDd to have failed for any reason other than con-

ious disease to have kept up an average of sixty per cent. of 

1 anthorized number of students the said schools shall be 

ended by the superintendent of Public Instructions and the 

But if, after careful investigation of the cir­

tances, the Superin ten dent of Public Ins true ti ons and the· 

nisor deem it advisable to reorganize and re-open the 

ol they may do so, otherwise the school property shall be 

ed in the care of a proper curator and the school discontinued 

tl 1:he beginning of the next school year. 

Be it further enacted that after the first of January, 1901, 

r41.ng school at Eufaula shall be made a High School, 

Eu.tau la Academy. An entrance grade shall be determined

'the Superintendent of Public Instructions and the 
'tu--a-69----
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1sor and announced together with the time and place of 

therefor. Students now at Eufaula school 

examination shall be transferred to such of 

tber boarding schools as they may prefer. Students of 

••111•• schools who have reached the grade required for entrance

e high school shall be transferred upon certificate of the 

ORIIC.Llawipal of the SC bool. 

Be it further enacted that after the first of January,1901, 

Orphan Home, near Muskogee, shall be de a high 

citizens, the appropriation ror said 

school shall be used for the support of the school as a 

school. The orphans in the school who cannot take the 

1 4 examination for entrance to the high school shall be 

terred to the Pecan Creek School, and the high school thus 

blished shall be called the uskogee Academy. The entrance 

iruaents shall be the same as at the Eufaula High School. 

Be it further enacted that hereafter the boarding schools 

be opened on the lednesday nearest the first day of October 

shall close on the ednesday nearest the last day of June. 

Be 1 t further enacted that the Prine ipal Chief be and is 

bJ authorized and directed to inquire into the management 

e National Boarding Schools, and the acts of the several 

intendents as to their conduct of the schools and the 

have heretofore been made by said superinten­

schools, and in any case where he finds that 

bezzled any ot tbe property ot the school, or converted 

tunds appropriated for the support of the school to 

uae, or otherwise appropriated the same, and report 
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oh oases to the United States district attorney in order that 

r1Jlinal prosecution may be instituted in the United States court. 

Le lloNevi ns 
Clerk. 

.l.P .llcKel lop 
Clerk 

J.TBST: 

W.S.Fears 

Acting Private Secretary. 

Adopted October 29, 1900. 

T.W.Perryman 
President,House off Kings. 

Concurred in October 31,1900 
Amos ·McIntosh 
Speaker,House of arriors. 

Approved October 31,1900. 
P.Porter

Principal Chief,Musk.Na.

raed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-69--Pleasant Porter's 
.,..,111'1&1 letters. 



AN ACT 

Appropriating 25,000 for the support of 
Neighborhood Schools, 1900-1901. 

IT ENACTED BY THE lATIO AL COU CIL OFT 

38790-A 

hat there be and is her by appropriat d, for the support 

sixty-tive neighborhood schools for the scholastic year 

.1.911.-1901, the sum of Twenty-five Thousand ( 25,000.00) Dollars, 

llows: 

out of the school fund. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 15,868.40 

Out o� the unexpended balance of the appropriation 
tor the repairs of the -ational Boarding chools, 
passed April 18,1899. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 3,342.15 

OU t � the general :fund. • . . . ... . . . . • • • ____ • ___ 5 ... , .,...78......,,..9 __ • .,...4.,,..5 __ 
·25 ,000.00

aid sum to be paid out in accordance with such rules and 

-aia.a.ations as may be prescribed by the ecretary of the Interior 

the disbursement of Creek funds. 

oKellop 
Clerk 

ins 
Clerk 

A D 0 

C ON CU 

T 

R 

D Novemb r 2,1900 

Amos cintosh 
'pe aker ,Rous of larr iors. 

D I November 2,1900

T • •  Perryman 
President,House of ings. 

APPROVED November 2,1900.

• S.lrears
Aeting Private Secretary.

P.Porter

Principal Chief •

t Porters general letters.----a-4----



AN AC T 

Appropriating 25,000 tor the support of 

Neighborhood chools, 1900-1901. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE ATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE KOG 

.. 
- � .

ATION: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, for the support of the 

sixty-five neighborhood schools for the scholastic year 1900-

1901, the sum of Twenty-five Thousand ( '25,000.00) Dollars, as

follows: • 

out of the chool fund, ••••••••••.••.•••••••••.••.•• 15,868.40 

(Unexpended Balance of appropriation 
ot 1899-1900, •••••..••.•••••••••.••.••••• 

Out of the general fund, .•••••••••••••••••••••.••••• 

3,342.15 

5,789045 
$25,000.00 

Said sum to be paid out in accordance m.th such rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by the ecretary of the Interior 

tor the disbursement of Creek funds. 

A.P. cX:ellop 
Clerk. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk. 

ATTEST: 

.s.Fears 

A D 0 T D October 25,1900. 

iah Gray 
peaker, House of arriors, 

Pro Tem. 

CONCURRED IN Oc�ober_,1900 

T • •  erryman 
Pr sident, House of Kings. 

APPROV D October_,1900. 

P.Porter
Principal Chief.

Acting Private Secretary. 

-P aaant Porters general letters.--q--



Muskogee Nation. 

Committee Room 

October 25,1900. 

e, your Committee on ducation, her 1th s bmit a Bill 

appropriation for the Neighborhood Schools for the 

year of 1900-1901, and earnestly recommended its 

• Rogers
Clerk. 

Respectfully submitted. 

Charles Coachman 

Chairman • 



DEPART1!ENT OF THE INTERIO , 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Territory, 

iruscogee, Ind.T., Dec.l,1900. 

no1aorable P.Porter, 

Principal Chief Creek Nation, 

uskogee Indian Territory, 

You are respectfully advised that the act of the ational 

Co cil ot the Creek Nation, approved by yours lf on November 

8 91900, and entitled -

•.&n act appropriating ·25,000 for th support of neigh­

borhood schools, 1900-1901," 

s submitted by the Honorable 'ecretary of th Interior to 

\ President ot the United utat s for executive action on ov­

r 21,1900, was duly approved on the 22nd ultimo and has been 

laced on tile in the Office of Indian Affairs, at ·tashington. 

For your information I would resi:ectfully state that this 

was the second or corrected one submitted by you and makes th 

llowing appropriations: 

out ot the school fund,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • 0 ,· 15,868 ,40

out ar the Unexpended balance of the 
appropriation for the repairs of the 
ational Boarding uchools, passed April 18,1899 • •  o 3.342015

out or the general fund. • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Vecy respectfully, 
J .Geo. right, 

• • ____ 5..:..• __ ?8..,....,,..9 .;;..• 4.,,..5_ 
'25 .000.00 

u • •  Indian Inspector, 
for Indian Territory. 

•)Union.Agency, Muskogee,Oklahorna.--Pleasant orters
l tters.----a-4:-----
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ovember 1,1900 

it is currently reported that pupils ar adrnitt d to 

rights and privileges of a Cre k citizen in som of the 

ls ot the nation who ere not bona fide citizens ther of, and 

it is contrary to the purpos and policy of the nation 

others than Creek citizens to participate in th benefits 

•••W'llll'ling trom the funds appropriated by th nation for t 

ts public schools, ther for , 

support 

t enacted by the national council of the t1scog nation, 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction b , a is hr by 

and instructed to make a careful e amination of th 

ls ot all the schools of the nation as to th nationality 

ach, and their title to school privileges ther in, and dis-

tinue at once the further attendanc of all such if any, as 

1 by him be found to b citizens of oth r nations than the 

k, and report the r sult of his investigations and action to 

next annual session of the national council. 

Adopted, �ov. 1,1900 

Amos .:cintosh 

p. H. of 0 

oX:ellop. 
Olk. 

Concurr din 11/2/1900 

T • •  erryman 
Pres.H. of • 

Approved lov.2nd,1900 
P.Port r,

Principal Chief.

Union jgency, uskogee,Oklahoma.-- leasant ort rs 
t rs.-- -11----



AN AC T 

Nov. 5,1900 

aking Appropriations in favor of Louvina Landrum, 

Tella tadsworth, Hannah Roper & • E. Gentry. 

38790-C 

BE IT ENACT D by the National Council of the uskogee Nations: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the general 

tu4 ot the uskogee Nations, sums as follows, to-wit: 

LouTina Lendrum, services rendered as teacher of ew 

Paradise School, year 1896, in lieu of 

arrant misplaced in Executive office---------------- 75.00 

Stella adsworth, in lieu of school rant issued to 

her and delivered to the Board of Education and by them 

rlisplaced, and never paid to her--------------------- 75.00

Hannah Bo�er, services rendered as teacher, Tall hasse 

Boarding �chool, 2n quarter, 1895-6,----------------- 100.00

.E.Gentry, pay on account of lerchandise supplied 

ealka Boarding School, 1st quarter, 1898, in 

lieu of warrant issued ay 26, 1899,----------------- 252.78

I..P .McKellop 
Clerk. 

enns 
Clerk. 

A D O P T E D Nov. 5,1900. 

C O N C U R R 

APPROV 

Amos McIntosh 
peaker, House of arriors. 

D IN Nov. 5,1900 

T. .Perryman 
President House of Kings. 

D Nov. 5,1900. 

P.Porter,
Principal Chief •

• S.Fears---Acting Private Seer tary •

...... � .. :aant Porters general letters.--r--



D 1,10-1 00 
Jot No. 23 

DEPARTME OFT INTERIO , 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Territory, 

iuscogee, Ind.T., December 7,1900. 

Honorable P.Porter, 

Principal Chief, Creek Nation, 

LK-uscogee, Indi�n Territoryo 

Sir: 

You are respecttully advised that an act of the National 

Coun 11 of the Creek Nation, approved by yours lf on November 

5,1900, and entitled -

•Jn Act making appropriations in favor of Louvina

Landrum, Stella ladsworth, Hannah Roper and 

i.E.Gentry,"

ft8 submitted by the Honorable Secretary of the Interior to 

the President of the United tates for executive action on 

as duly approved on ov mber 28, and has 

n placed on file in the Office of Indian Affairs at ashington. 

In connection w:1. th the claims of Louvina Landrum and Stella 

worth, and also Mr • •  E. Gentry, it appears that this 

app opriation was made in lieu of arrants which had heretofore 

issued, and which had been either lost or misplaced, ood in 

to prevent duplicate or fraudulent payments, in vi w of 

tact that the original warrants might still be outstanding and 

1ating 11ab111 ty against the Creek Nation, and might be 

tor payment at any time, the Honorable ecretary of the 
.,��rs genere.1 letters.--r--
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• in submitting this act for approval, stated that the

warrants to be issued thereunder to Louvina Landrum

adsworth and vlr. Gentry, should be presented to the 

1s1oner ot Indian Affairs for payment, accompanied by ar­

e.a to the loss of the originals, and that also a bond 

in twice the amount involved, to secure the Govern­

loss in event of the original warrants being pre­

.._,&ed tor payment; and you should, therefore, instruct these 

then the warrants issued under this act ere delivered 

to present their warrants to the Commissioner of Indian 

th.rough this office end refer to the correspondence 

erning the approval of this act. 

Very r spectfully, 

J.Geo. right,

U.S.Indian Inspector, 

for Indian Territory. 

•�••) Union Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma.--Pleasant orters
l ttera.--r--

<2 



May l0th,1901 

An Act making appropriation in favor of C. G o Moore, 

11ar1 Marshall, J. v. Sanders and c. H. Tully. 

-38795-A

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation: 

That there be and 1s hereby appr opr ia ted, out of the general 

tund ot the Nation, the folloWing sums, to-wit: 

In tavor of C.G.Moore the sum of Five Hundred Twenty-three 

dollars and seventy-six cents ($523.76), being for books and 

supplies furnished the Muskogee Nation during the years of 

1897 and 18 98 ; 

In favor of Mary Marshall the sum of seventy dollars and 

twenty-five cents, being in lieu of two warrants issued to her 

tor school work, which she submitted to tbe warrant committee 

tor registration, and which were misplticed and not returned; 

In :ravor of J. W. Sanders the sum of Two hundred and 

forty dollars and thirty-five cents ($240.35), being payment 

tor scholastic year of 1897 end 1898; 

In :r avor of C. H. Tully the sum of four hundred seventy-one 

dollars and nine cents ($471.09), being for merchandise fur­

nished the Eufaula High School in preparation for the opening 

ot the school for the first quarter of 1899. 

Said sums to be paid in a.coo rdan ce with such rules and 

:regulations as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the In­

terior tor the disbursement of Creek funds o

A.P .MoICeJ. lop
Clem 

Lee •v.111w'Yina 
Clerk 

(entor ) Union 
letters. 

Adopted May l0th,19010 

Alex Davis 
Speaker House of arriors 

pro tem 
Thos. W .Perryman 

Pres.House of Kings. 
Approved May l0th,1901--P.Forter-Prin.Chief. 

Agency,Muskogee,0klahoma.--a-56--Pleasant Porters 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

Muskogee Nation 

0lanulgee, I. T. , 

May 15, 1901. 

I, P. Porter, Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nation, do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is an act of the National 

Council of said Nation passed at its extra session held May, 

1901, end approved by me in my a:fficial character on May 15, 1901, 

and I do hereby submit the same for the approval of the President 

ot the United States under the provisions of the Act of Congress 

ot March 3, 1901, en titled "An Act making appropriations for 

the current and contingent expenses of tbe Indian Dep ar"bnent 

and tor tultilling treaty stipulations with various Indian 

\ribes :f'or the fiscal year ending June thirtieth, nineteen hun­

ired and two, and for other purposes, tt, 

Inasmuch as the Muskogee Nation has no officer known as 

�e ltl{ational Secretary," I have signed my name to this certi­

ficate and caused the same to be attested acting private secretary. 

In W1. tness whereof, I have hereunto signed my name as 

Principal Chief ot the Muskogee Nation this the_ day of_, 

1901, and caused the great seal of the Nation to be affixed. 

Principal Chief,Muskogee Nation. 

'"•at: 

Acting Private Secretary. 

raed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-56--Pleasant Porters 
•-••.a;·• letters. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

22-1901 Indian Territory 

Muskogee ,Ind. T., 

June 26, 1901 

Ion, P. Porter, 

ir: 

Principal Chief, Creek Nation, 

Muskogee ,I. T. 

You are hereby respect:rully advised that the Act of the 

On National Council, approved by you on ay 10,1901, 

1-tled: 

.An J.ct making appropriation in favor of C. G. Moore, 

Marshall, J.W.Sanders and c.H.Tully" 

approved by the President of the United States on June 

ll, 1901. 

Very respectfully, 

J .Geo. vright 

U.S.Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territo�y. 

( 

ed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Okla.--a-56--P.Porters gen.letters. 



:AY ession, 1901 • 

• 

ACT ¥0000 AP OP V y
, 

J • •  d D b 

Bl IT T,b;D BY I C 

That there be and is ereby a propriat , ou of the eneral 

und ot the nation, too follo ing su , to- it: 

In favor of c • •  core the sum of ive undr d, L ,e ty-three 

Dollars and seventy-six cents ( · 23.? ) , being for books and 

supplies f'urnis ed the uskogee ation durin the ears of 189? 

and 1898; 

In favor of .·ary ·arsh 1 t e ru of eventy ollars and 

wenty-tive cents, being in lieu of o arrants issued to her for

chool rk, hich she subnitted to the arrant committee for 

regl.atration and hich ·ere misplaced and not returned; 

In favor of J. • anders t 1e sum of r o undr d and art ol-

lara and Thirty-five Cents (.,p240.3 ) , being ayment for repairs 

1n and about Tallahassee Boarding School, ,ade in the scholastic 

year of 1897 and 1898; 

In favor of C. • ully t su of our undrod, even ty- ne 

Dollars end ine Cents ( 471.09), being for merchandise furnis ed 

tile au.la High School in reparation for tbe opening of the 

ehool tor the first q_uarter of 1899. 

aid sums to be aid in accordance it such rules nd rogula-

may be prescribed by tbe ·ecretary of the 

r r genera1 letters.--AGT�.--

terior 

( ' 
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d:l.sbursem.en t of Creek :t'unds • 

.APPROVED BY THE PRI CIPAL CHI�, .Porter, .. ay 10, 1901; 

•
"' - -

JPPROVED BY THE P�3ID T, ILLI ,; cKI 

(�ee D-2322-1901). 

T, June 11,1901, 

rs general letters.--ACT .--

( f 



efe in reply to the follo ing: 

ucati n 
45410-1901. D, G=-' r::

T

r _:rrri -qrcR, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

·ashin ton,

38799-A 

Au st 22, 1901. 

The Honorable 

The Secretar of the Interior. 

Sir: 

... 

I have the honor to tr nsmit here ·ith sev ral communications 

trom the United .:,tat es Indian .1nspe ctor for Indian erri tor3 and the 

Superintendent of �chools in Indian Territory, relative to certain 

proposed regulations concerning education in the �reek Nation. 

In the agreement ratified _ .ay 25, 1901, y the _ uskogee or 

Creek Tribe of Indians, the follo .in item a. pears: 

The Creek school und shall be t sea, under direction of the 
Secretary of the Interior, for vhe education of Creek citizens, and 
the Creek schools shall be conducted under rules and regulations 
prescribed by him, under direct sunervision of the ere k school su­
perintendent and a supervisor appointe by·the cecretary, and under 
�eek laws, subject to such modi�ic�tions as the Secretary of the 
Interior may deem necessary to make the schools most effective and 
to produce the best nossible results. 

�all teachers shall be examined by or under direction of said 
uperintendent and supervisor, and competent teachers and other per­

aona to be engaged in and about the schools 'th goodmoral character 
only shall be employed, but where all qualifications are equal 
preference shall be given to citizens in such employment." 

It Will rear from the at v section tL£ .l. ' 

l .. f reek fund shall 

• u ed under the direction of the ecretary of the Interior for the

education or Creek citizens, and the schools to be conducted under 

?Ule and regulations prescribed by him, subject to such modifica­

ion a he may deem necessary to make the schools most effective, 

and to produce the best possible results. The est oonstruction 

Placed upon this clause seems to be that the practical control and 



Secretar�r - 2 

schools are vested in the Secreter of the Interior, 

lhe proviso thet existing la 1s shall receive such consideration 

1• hands as may be deemed necessary for an ef�ec ive chool 

The regulations as proposed do not, in the judgment of this Of­

, carry out the idea above expressed, but in vie of the state-

t made by the Inspector, that existing la s should be recognized 

tribal prejudices not controverted any farther than may be abso­

ly necessary, it is suggested that these rerulations be approved, 

t to such modifications as I shall suggest. 

I would suggest that 3ection 3 be amended by striki g out in 

3 and 4 these ·ords " 
, : demand the resienation or removal

and insert the ord, "remove," making the sentence re� c:., 'and 

• any school employe," etc. The rec.son for this suggestion is

aa the section reads no,. the superintendent ma de nd, 'but 

e 1 no power to enforce. 

I would recommend ht ection 4 be amended b strikin� out all 

eommencing 1th "shall" in th second line, nd insertin , 'shall 

fixed by the .:ecretary of the Interior," and a 1 o amended by pro­

the number of all employes shall al o be fixed by the

of the Interior. 'l'hat 11 make L ction 4 1aad as follo s· 

salaries of superintendents, te&chers, and other school 

hall be fixed by the ecret y of the Interior, and the 

ot al 1 employes shall also be fixed by the uecretary of the

The reason for this s gestion is th.et the amounts to be



0ecretary- 3 

_., -

at the different schools have been a su ject of con iderable 

roTersy in the conduct of the�e schools, and if the alaries and 

er ot school employes are determined u on by the Department, it 

remove criticisms hich have heretofore been made concerning 

of unnecessary positions and salaries incident to these 

I ould further suggest that ection 12 be amended by addin 

close of the same these or�s, ' hich shall not take effect 

11 approved by the 3ecretar.� of the Interior.' 

I would recommend that oection 13 be amended by substituting in 

last line thereof for the 10rds, "the Principal Chief of the 

"the Secret ry of the Int rior,' so as to m ke the 

tow lines read as follo ,s: 'the amount of said bond to be 

ecretrr • of the Interior." 

The United States Indian Ins ector st t s  that the Principal 

t oonsiders that some rule should be adopted, ·hicb is not includ­

in those submitted, in r6f�rence to the necessary repairs of build-

• He suggests the follo ·1ing:

hat at the end of each scholastic year each of the National 
1ng schools shall be inspected by a competent architect and 

1� be found that any of them needed repairin , stimates 
be mde and plans and specifications should be rnished to 
erintendent of 1ublic Instruction for the creek ation, and 

a p o ed by the Superintendent of .Jchools in the Indian :'crri­
tima.tes for such repairs shall be submitted by the said 

nt ndent of ublic Instruction to the rational Council in or-
t the necessary �ppropriations may be made. 

n auch appropriations are made the vuperintend ent of .1. ublic 
ion hall let contracts 1th competent builders and u�on 
tory bids for the ma kinr of such repairs. 

t!Wa•n he repairs have been completed end inspected, the �uper­
t ublic Instruction shell issue a requi ition a ainst 
iation for such repairs on the rincipal Chie�, ho shall, 
1asue warrants in payment of such indebtedness. 



Secretary -4 

aid requisitions to be aoproved b the Superintendent of 
h 1 in the Indian Territory.'' 

It seems to this Office that the above items should be chang d 

o r a as follows:

hat at the close of each scholastic year each of the Nation­
al b arding schools shall be inspected .. a com etent architect at 
a oom.pensation to be agreed upon b· the ,uperintendent of Pu lie 
In truction and the uperyisor of the Nation, subject to the aoprov­
al of the Superintenaent of Schools, and should it be found th t ny 
tthe e buildings are in need of repairs or additionel buildin�s 

are needed, the necessar. esti tee, incluain a detailed, itemized 
·U.11&t.e of labor and material, to ether fith plans and specifica-

1 n ,  if necessary, sh, 11 be furnished to the Sup rinten ent of 
bli Instruction and the Supervisor of Schools, and if approved by 

,he Superintendent of L,.; chools in Indian Merri tory, estim t. es for 
h repairs shall be submitted by the 0uperintendent of chools to 

the tional Council, in order t at the neces�ar ap)ropriations 
7 be me.de. 

hen uch appropriations ar made, the �uperintendent of \ chool 
in Indian Territory shall invite bids for the performance of such 
wo lt, by printed posters publicly dis layed or by advertisement in 
new papers, and he shall let the contract therefor to the lowest 
and most satisfactory bidder. 

en the repairs have been completed and inspected, a requisi­
ti ahall be made in the matter, as inaic ted in oection 6 of the 
propo ed regulations concerning education in the Creek -ation. 1 

The Inspector refers to a letter to him of date October 18, 189 , 

1n which he w s directed by the Department i th ref3rence o the 

t aue or Creek warrants, that all rrants issued by the rincipal 

Chief against the general and national fund should b presented t.o 

'h 1ted States Indian gent and endorsed by him before circ la­

i n, and that "in cE1 se of school arrant s, a ter they had be en is-

4 by the Chief and properly endorsed b the uditor, tPey �ust 

P ented to the Superintendent of 3chool� for Indian Territory, 

With uch evidence of their validity as ill au horize him to 

• them, and they must be endorsed by him before the . 11 b 

ible of being paid by a disbursing officer of the United 

Th Inspector says it 111 be observ d that ction 6 
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Secretary- 5 

proposed regulations provides that all requieions upon the 

ipal Chief for warrants in favor of all parties shall be 

Superintendent of chools in Indian �erritory 

et being presented to the rincipal Chief and upon h!1.ch 

are issued. He does not think it ould be necessary to re­

th Principal Chief to again submit such arrants to hi� office 

to th approval of the .Juperintendent of Schools. In vie , there-

t of the fact that warrants ·11 issued him, upon requiei-

i1 n approved by the Superint en ent, and mo ill retain the copy of 

oh equisition for the in .,,,ormation of the Indian t_gent ,hen subse­

quently paying such arrants, I concur in the Insp ctor's recommenda­

ti n that the rules in this respect be approved, and th t the instruc-

1 of the Department, dated Octo er 18, 1899, above refe red to 

-�lwwrning the approval of school errants be not her after required.

Verr r spectfully, 

( igned) • • J'

Commissioner. 

-·••r•�•a) Union Agency To.2o36. eceived uep.3,1°01. f ice of U.u •
......----ector for Indian Territory., shing on,D.c.,_ug.27, 1901 . 

-11'••� 7-----Proposed regulations concerning e ucation in Creek 
approved th certain amendments; lso modificetion of 
tiona relative to school -arrants. 



PART . .l E  :rT F T H E I 

TD. 
'5'1 1901. 

118 252-1898. 

. ,ashington. 

nited 3tates Indian Inspector 

tor the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee,I.T. 

Sir: 

I O :) • 

ctober 14, 1901. 

38800-A 

The Department is in receipt of a report from cting 

Inspeetor Zevely, dated ctober 1, 1901, upon a communication 

from Kr.James R.Gregory, upe rintendent of blic Instruc-

tion or the Creek Nati on, complaining about the manage ent 

ot schools in said nation. 

The Acting Inspector says tl t t conduct of t Creek 

Sehool.s under the regulations ,hich have been promulgated 

is now satisfactory and there has been no friction bet een 

the tribal and federal officials, · th t e one exception of 

the appointIIEnt of essrs. Gibson and Alexander, t o Indians, 

whoa .Gregory desired be appointed as uperintendents of 

Indian Schools; that it appears the interests of tre n tion 

have been best subserved by tre action of the 1 ederal offici-

al , and he recommends that • regory be advised by the 

par ent that the action of said officials is sustained. 

be Commissioner of Indian Affairs for arded s ·d report 

on ctober 10, 190:l» and concurs in said recommendation.
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be Depe.r1ment also approves of said recommendation and 

ha so advised Mr.Gregory. 

Re spec tfu lly, 

E.A.Hit chcock. 

3ecretary. 

(.--1ua.sed) Union .Agency No.2885 Received Oct.22,1901 Office 
f u.s.lndian Inspector, for Indian Territory.; ashington, 
t l 1 1901.Secretary.----Approves report on complaint of 

1 ea R.Gregory concerning management of Creek schools.----



A C 

the support of the eighborhood 

38800-B 

tor the 3cholastic year ending ove ber 14,1902. 

ATI0.1.-a:L CO GIL 1 ,[J;:fi G 1 . 

. 

hat there be, nd is hereby, appropri ted, out of the 

ltlflOl Jund ot the ·uskogee ·ation, t e sum of T irteen ou­

Dollars, ( 13,000.00}, to be used in defra ing the expenses 

d in the support of t e :"eig bor ood chools of the Creek 

· .. ,��iv·-n tor the cholastic ye r ending ovember 14,1902.

aid sum to be disbursed under the direction oft e ecre­

ot the Interior. 

eTins 
Clerk 

Adopted ove ber 2 "" ,1901. 

• ,; • err an
resident use of ·angs. 

Concurred in .1.ovember 2 ,1 01. 

·--llop os ·crntosh 
Clerk eaker House of . arriors. 

Ap roved ave ber 27,1901D 

P. ort r

rincipal C ief,

rus oge ration. 

orters general letters.-- C 1

u.--
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�usk ogee a ti on 

� I • 

Olanul ee, Indi an rierri or , 

ec ber ?,1901. 

I • •  orter, ri ci · al C ief of t e .. ush.o e : ation, do 

hereby certify that the r or .... "".O in is an ac 

oun 11, of' said Nation, passed at its 

f the ... ational 

lar s ssio o 

otober,1901, and ap roved by in official c racter n 

do her b s b:r.J it ' e s a e for t e ap-

al of the President of e nited u a es unde t e ro i-

an ct of o ress of ch 1,1901 

ational Council of' ay 25,1901, e title 

Df 1.rm an agreement i th t 

and tor other urposes." 

ko or 

d of 

""ct t 

ee' ri e 

e ek 

atiJ. and 

ndians, 

Inasmuch as the ·uskogee ation has no ffic r h. o n as he 

ational ciecretary, n I have si · d my 

caused the same to be attested b 1

e to this certifica e, 

riva e ecre r . 

In tness erect I have hereun o si ned my n e as rin-

01pal hiet of the uskogee ation ti:lis ?t day of ecem.be ,1901, 

Ill ha e caused the Great �eal of the �uskogee ation to be 

affixed. 

P.Porter

Principal hief of e ( 
uskogee (Creek) ation. 

ate Secretary. 

ITE E • 

• ooseTelt.------ pproved,January 16,1902. 
o ters general letters.--.ACT�.--
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INT I 
' 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Territory, 

uskogee ,Ind. T., 

Jan.25,1 02. 

lion ble P .Porter, 

1:r:-

inoipal Chief,Creek ation, 

skogee, Indian Territory. 

I have to respectfully advise you that the act of the a­

tion Council ot the Creek ation, approved by yourself on 

r 27,1901, and entitled "An act to rovide for the sup­

J�i ot the neighborhood schools for the scholastic yea ending 

OT ber 14,1902, 
11 was submitted by the epar ent to the res­

id t tor executive action on January 13,1902, and as duly ap­

pro cl January 16,1902.

he •aid act bearing the a proval of the resident is re­

tul.ly enclosed here ith. 

ery respectfully, 

J .Geo •. ·right, 

u • •  Indian Inspector
for I dian erritory.



38805-A 

.1. •• usl o e , ndi 'l"! ':t.., iune '"'l, 1 Q ._, .

ula, Indian T. 

in receipt of our letter o:C' "h l r;'. th .instant, rel tiv · 

m tter of schools, ar- t: sel c ion of o er p rs n 

osi tion of ..:>U crin en en ublic :..st uc ion for the 

his office .ill 1 eve to b filled b elcct10.l1 at tic no:x. 

Council. Under the le.·.; t'"' Chi · does n .:ppoi t, but 

11 electes direct, ut as ·o remark in v-our lett r, it 

i Jortence t� a p op 1· p 1 son e s lect d for 

ition, and I trust sue_ a p1.:,rson .::.11 b el ct . o the 

n. o far s I ersonall , co.J.c r · C:. roul<l uch re-

t council elect so e ncrcetic �erson of 0o business 

in this line. It · 11 rca i � e. erson of e;ood jud , ent,

e erience and a fair cc u .1.tont. 

ct to visit �ufaula in a f ":T o.Js cl ·1. be Qlod to 

th you about t' ettvr. 

n reoeipt of informati n t1 ou · the Con -rossional 

es a teleGr o. t --ouvh the a cs o ission, t: at 

a reemen t '1a.;) pa '" s d. 1. t .·ill no doubt be '"'igned

and a certified cop for. rd0d for t�e action of 

soon as recei e a  ccrtifi d coy ·11 
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ithin da s thcrea�t � and la t�c 

s t a e not a co� T of 

aot as it passed, but believ i to be in rctty ·oo� s' ape. 

teatures are objectionable, but ther r an featur s that 

are ot reat value to our people. ".hould t 1c council adopt it 

it 11 then have to be s n t ac .. to the resident and be p o-

.,.. • ...,_ed by him, after hich I shall i diatel b gin the issuance 

ot deeds. In tbe ev nt th council does not &dopt it, it · 11 

still be my duty to begin tie issua cc of deeds und r t. acre -

ent of ay 25, 1901. 

hav 

hanking you for your lett r e.n 

ays taken 1 t public · 1: a 

kindl it res Tau 

of o e pl , am 

er trul 

• 

ours, 

ort r • 

) Union ency, General Lett rs by rinci al 
-�a•O ee, Oklaho a, 1 ttor 121. 

i f o r ss 
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Muskogee,I.T., Nov.6th,1902 

loR l George right, 

u.s.Indian Inspector, Muskogee ,I.T.

I herewith tra.mmit to you Act of the ational Council making 

a propriation for educational purposes. This is for your 

11at1on and will not require the approval of the President 

mes under the he ad of appropriations for the necessary 

�--•• rL the Nation end is the usual annual. appropriation 

t to application for school purposes under the direction 

Superintendent or Public Schools and the SuperVisor of 

D1114l)Ols tor the Creek Nation and tbe Superintendent of Public 

Illll'n.otion, and 1s paid out on warrants issued upon their requisi­

-· 

a e�enses tor the operation of the schools of the Creek 

Hespe cttully, 

P.Porter,

Prin.Chief. 

Ullion Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
··-·-··- 338. lluskogee, Oklahoma.



Kiss Hattie D. Alexander, 

etumka, Ind.Tar. 

Dear lladem : 

38810-A 

Muskogee,I.T., Dec.9,1902. 

I enclose, here 1th, arrant for your services as teacher 

of tiddle Creek neighborhood school, far quarter ending June 30, 

1902. 

Please acknowledge receipt of same an the foot of this letter 

of transmittal and return it to this office. 

Yours truly, 

P.Porter,

Prin.Chief.

etumka.,I.T., Dec. 1902. 

I hereby ackno ledge receipt of warrant for too sum of 54.00, 

tor aern.ces rendered the Creek Nation as teacher ot Middle Creek 

neighborhood school, tor the uarter ending June 00 ,1902. 

ed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Letter 341 • .Muskogee,Oklaboma. 



D E P A R T ME N T OF THE I N T E R I O R. 

38810-C 

CMR. 

ITD 5568, 7910-1902. December 31, 1902. 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

lluskogee, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

The Department is in receipt of your report dated No ember 

21, 1902, in regard to the communication from Rev. T. H. Tyson, 

Ot Muskogee, Indian Territory, respecting the claim of the Board 

ot Sission Industrial Institute to certain lands in the creek 

Nation. 

Your report was forwarded hy the Comnissioner of Indian 

Utairs on December 18, 1992, and he does not concur in your 

views. He recommends 'that you be advised that your "action 

on ay 12, 1900, reserving the five acre tract in question 

became binding except in the event of reversal by the Depart­

ment on proper appeal." 

The Department desires further information in the pre­

miaea and that you will report fully concerning the character 

ot th school, how long it has been in operation, who are its 

patrona--whether Indian citizens or not, and any further 1nfor­

mai1on you may secure tending to show whether the members of 

the Creek Nation have derived any benefit concerning the estab­

l1ahment or said school, the amount of money expended in build­

inga and the fl!lount expended in the running of the school, and 

by whom. You are further directed not to allot the tract upon 

Wh1 aid school is located until further action by the Depart-

•n upon your said report when received.
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The letter of Mr. Tyson and a copy of the report of 

the COlDlllissioner are 1nclosed herewith. You wl.11 return Mr. 

Tyson's letter with your supplemental report. 

2 inclosures. 

Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan. 
Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) # 240, Commission to Five Tribes, uskogee, Okla. 
Beceived Jan. 6, 1902. Department, Byan, ashington, n. c.,
December 31, 1902. Asks for a supplemental repo�t in regard 
to a communication from Rev. T. H. Tyson, respecting claim of 
the Board or Sission Industrial Institute to certain lands in 
the Creek Nation, The Commission is directed not to allot land 
on which said school is located. 

3 



DIP ARTMENI' 0 F THE IN Tm IO R, 
c::::ISSION TO 'llfE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

3881 

Muskogee, Indian Territory, 

January 19, 1903. 

Gomiss1on to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

:UUskogee, Indian Territory. 

Genilemen: 

Acting under your instructions of the 16th inst., I 

ha•• made a personal investigation of the Sission Industrial 

Sohool, near Chaska in the Creek Nation. I have the honor 

to report that I found there a two story frame school building, 

30 x 50, in charge of a janitor � keeper. Upon Inquiry I was 

told that the last term of the school closed in June, 1902, 

and since that date no school has been maintained there. 

One of the pupils of the last school year told me that 

about thirty-five pupils were enrolled, five of whom were 

Creek citizens; that the school as open for children of the 

African Race, irrespective of locality, both as a boarding and 

day school; that a charge of one dollar a month for tuition 

•u made to all students alike.

One teacher, who was paid 40.00 per momth, and a matron, 

Whose pay I could not learn, constituted the active management 

ot the school. Rev. T. H. Tyson, of Muskogee, was the recog­

nized head, but he spent 11 ttle or not time there. 

I was told by a merchant of Choska, also be ne 1ghbors 

ihai prior to June 1902, a school for Negroes had been conducted
(Sic) 

ihere tor some time--poss ible y /for ten years. I made some 

inquiry of Hon. John n. Benedict, uperintendent of schools

tor Indian Territory, as to his opinion of the character and
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:iJlportance ot the school. He told me that he had found there 

a maall private school for Negro children, but he did not think 

that they were benefiting a patronage which could not be as well 

or better cared for elsewhere. Hon. Pleasant Porter, Principal 

Chief ot the Creek Nation, states that the school was only a 

private venture which has not been of essential benefit to his 

people. 

he improvements consist of a two story frame building 

30x50, of cheap construction, on the first floor of which is 

the echool room, office, dining room, kitchen, etc. The sec-

ond tloor 1s divided by board partitions into a hall and sleep­

ing rooms. In my opinion, one thousand dollars would be a very 

liberal estimate of its first cost. There is another old one 

story frame building, 14 x 30 in bad condition, hich might have 

cost originally one hundred and fifty dollars. These buildings 

,og tber with a well and an old tumble-down fence represent the 

improvements. 

I 

Very respectfully, 

s. • Benedict.
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II E NT OF THE I N T E R I O R. CMR 
WASHIID-TON. 

, Y 18-1902. 
'12-1903. 

February 16, 1903 • 

..... alon to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

ekogee, Indian Territory. 

the Department is in receipt of your report dated January 

H, 103, relative to the investigation made concerning the claim 

Si aion Industrial Inst11llte to a certain five-acre tract 

t e Creek Nation, in which you recommend that said institution 

1,e °'he ti ve acres asked for. 

The Departmmt concurs in the recommendation and approves 

JO report. 

Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan. 

CT ING SECRETARY•

I 17, Commission to Five Tribes, uskogee, Oklahoma.
eb. 24, 1903. Department, Ryan, ashington, D. c. Feb. 15,

• in recommendation of Com. that certain five acre
eek Nation be set apart for Sission Industrial Institute.



tnrormation of Supt. Public Instruction. 
. 38814-B 

October 17,1903 

Be it resolved by the National Council of the Muscogee Nation 

•• hat from and after the passage and approval of their resolu­

UOlll we non-citizen children shall be penni tted to attend

ohool at any of t� Public Boarding "'chools and neighborhood 

ohool.s supported by the Nation; and it is hereby made the duty 

t the Supt. ot Public Instruction to inform e te s of 

these resolutions. 

Be 1 t further resolved that all acts or arts of acts in 

contlict herew:L th are hereby repealed. 

.l.P.KoK. 

Clk. 

Lee cNenns 
Clk. 

Adopted Oct. 17,1903 • 

Joseph H. Land 
p. -• of • pro tem.

Concurred in Oct. 17,1903 

Roley McIntosh 
Pres.H. of Kings. 

Approved 19th,1903. 

P.Porter,

Principal Chief o

i.-•�r••••) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-129--Pleasant orter's 
1 tters. 



ICE. 
ation 
Principal Chief. 
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Oct 21,1903 

Be it esolTed by the National Council of the J,;uskogee Nation: 

bat it is the sense of this body that the int rests of duca­

tion in the Creek Nation is sufficiently subs rved under the care 

end management of the National uperintondent of ublic Instruction 

elected by the National Council and the Superintendents of the 

several boarding schools; that there is absolutely no need of 

the Superrtsor of schools appointed by the Interior Department 

at a cost to the Nation or over Fifteen H dred Dollars, ( 1500.00} 

IDJlUalJ: that the maintenance of the office is an unnecessary 

waste ot our public ftmds; and that the ational Council hereby 

respectfully protests against the further use and expenditure 

ot any Creek National funds without an act of appropriation by the 

ational Council, in the payment of the salary and xpenses of 

the goTernment supervisor as has been done in years past, and the 

Secretary of the Interior is her by request d not to use any Cr ek 

funds in the maintenance of said office. 

Lee cNeTins 
Clk. 

Haye 
Clk.pro-tem 

Adopted Oct.21,1903 

Roley c ntosh 

Pres.H. of Kings 

Concurred in Oct. 21,1903 

J.H.Land 
peaker House of arriors, pro-t m 

Approved Octo22nd,1903 
P.Porter

Principal Chief.

-av.&�••4) Union .Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma.---Pleasant ort rs
1 tters---a-5-----



38814-D 

AN ACT 

Making appropriations for e due ati onal :purposes. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCI OF T MUu:i<:OGEE NATION: 

That the followiq amounts are hereby appropriated for the 

1ntenance and support of the Muskogee .Jational o..>chooLs. 

etumka Boarding School, 9,000.00 

Eufaula High School 9,000 

Tallahassee Boarding School, 9,000 

Euchee Boarding School, 7,200 

Creek Orphan Home, 6,666066 2/3 

Nuyaka Boarding chool, 5,600 

Co eta Boarding chool, 4,500 

ealaka Boarding chool, 4,500 

Pecan Creek Boarding School, 4,500 

Colored Orphan Home , 3,333.33 1/3 

Creek Neighborhood chools, 13 168.40 
?6,468040 

Said amount of ?6,468.40 to be paid out of the 

educational tunds under the laws gpverning schools of the Muskogee

ation and such rules and regulations as the ecretary of the

Interior •Y prescribe. 

Lee oNevins 

Clerk. 

!.P .McKel lop 
Clerk. 

Adopted October 2lst,1903 

oley McIntosh 
President House of Kings. 

Concurred in October 2lst,1903. 
J.H.Land 

peaker House of arriors. 

Approved October 22nd,1903 
P.Porter
Principal Chief Muskogee Nation.

40 se) Union Agency,Musk(8ee,Oklahoma--a-126--Pleasant Porter's
rel letters• 
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8. 

Checotah, I. T., Nov. 11, 

Hon. J. D. Benedict, 

Supt. of Indian Territory Schools, 

Kuakogee, I. T. 

Dear Sir:- Enclosed I send you some rules and regulations 

which I haTe prepared for the government of the Creek 

Schoola, both boarding and day schools. Please read them 

over carefully an4 if you approve them, let me know by 

returning them signed, and I will have numbers of the� 

printed tor distribution, or you may have them printed 

yourself, and send them, and save me this expense if you 

wish. 

(Penciled notation) 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) Cbeesie Kcintoeh 

Superintendent Creek Schools. 

Jliaa Robertson: Read these rules and make such suggestions 

a1 you deem beet concerning them. 

(Signed) J. D. B. 

( ndoreed on back:) 

ll-11-1903, Cheeaie Kcintoeh, Checotah, 1. T.

r llaita copy ot proposed regulations for government of 

........ k aohool e 
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�oregoing copied by B.E. w., March 26, 1934. 



1. 

REGULATIONS FOR CREEK BOARDING SCHOOLS. 

Superintendents and principal teacher• in charge of 

boarding scboole are the executive officers through whom 

the affair• of the school are administered. 

The superintendent shall have general charge, under 

the direction of the school officers of tbe school premises. 

including buildings and grounds allotted for school purposes, 

and be responsible for the care and proper protection of 

the eame. 

He will also keep an account of all echool property 

that may be in bis possession directly or indirectly, in 

order that proper and accurate return• of the same may be 

made as directed. Superintendent• will be expected to 

keep tbemselve• fully advised as to the condition of all 

eahool proper.ty, store a, etc., in their charge. 

Be shall have the immediate control of the school, be 

responsible for its diecipline, for the character, conduct, 

and efficiency of the employees, for the graduation, classi­

tioation, and promotion of pupils, their moral and industrial 

welfare and progress, and tbe distribution of labor among 

tbe employeea. 

Be shall arrange a programme of school room exercisee 

and induatrial work, and assign employees to their dutiea 
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and reeponaibilitiea in accordance therewith, defining tbe 

work of each. He ehall decide upon the hours of recitation 

and industrial work for each pupil and approve the daily 

detaile. 

As occasion demands, he shall hold meetings with the 

school employee• for consultation as to the general welfare 

of the sc ool. 

He shall ieeue hie orders to the various employees, and 

hold each one to a strict account for their proper performance. 

In caeea of controversy or want of harmony, which the 

auperintendent is unable to settle amicably, the entire matter 

must be referred to the school officers. 

' 

Tbe superintendent, when it ie practicable, s,hould re-

lide'in the school building. He shall personally inspect 

daily the various departments of the school, and at least 

twice a week inspect the dormitories and hospital. 

The superintendent shall use all proper means wit1in 

his power to retain pupile in continuous attendance at the 

achool during the entire year, except when tbe school is 

closed for vacation. Visits of pupils to their homes should 

be aa brief and infrequent as possible. 

The superintendent shall keep on file a full and complete 

record of all pupils enrolled at the school, preserving 



carefully both their Indian and English names. 

At the close of each fiscal year he ahall submit an 

annual report, giving a full history, for the year, of the 

school and of each of its departments. For the preparation 

o! this report he may require written reports from the em­

ployee• under him. 

During the absence of the superintendent of tbe school 

bis duties shall, for the time being, devolve upon the prin­

cipal teacher, if there be one for the school; but if there 

ie no principal teacher, then the superintendent shall 

de1ignate one of the employees to act for bim during his 

absence. 

PRINCIPAL TEACHER. 

In the absence of the superintendent the principal 

teacher shall act as superintendent of the school. Under 

directions from the superintendent be shall have charge of 

the ecboolroom exercises. He shall arrange classes, de­

fine hours of study and recitation, supervise the literary

work, teach classes as the superintendent may direct, and 

perform the duties of any teacher who may be temporarily

ab1ent. Be shall assign to each teacher his specific

dutiee. 

TEACHER. 

The dutiee of each teacher and assistant teacher shall

thoee assigned by the superintendent or principal teache�
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of the eDhool. Where there is but one teacher he shall 

be secretary of the school. and shall keep the school 

register. Any teacher may be required by the superintend­

ent to assist in clerical or other work incident to tbe 

school. 

MATRON 

The matron, subject to the directions of the super­

intendent, shall be responsible for the domestic manage­

ment of the school. She shall have the care and oversight 

of the dormitories and, either personally or through her 

assistante, shall eee that the beds are properly cared 

tor; that the toilet of the girls is carefully ma.de each 

morning; that the clothing of the pupils is kept in proper 

condition, and that care and attention are given the sick 

pupils. 

The matron shall see that the work in the kitchen, 

laundry, eewing room, dining room, dairy, and other de­

partment• of domestic economy is properly performed. She 

ahall make tbe necessary details of girls for such work 

and for instruction in these departments. 

The matron is expected ordinarily to reside in the 

girl•' building, where she can at all times have supervision 

O?er the girle. 
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The matron shall have charge of assistant matrons, 

and shall assign to them their varioue duties. 

One of the assistant matrons shall have the care of 

the boys' buildings, and the small boys shall be specially 

under her supervision and oversight. 

SEAMSTRESS. 

The seamstresa, with the assistance of the girls, shall 

do the sewing and mending required for the school, and 

teach the girls to make and mend clothing. 

LAUNDRESS. 

The laundress, with the assistance of the pupils, 

shall do the washing and ironing required for the school. 

Laundering for employees rIBY be done in the school by the 

laundresa, if such work will not interfere with the proper 

discharge of her duties or necessitate the employment of an 

assistant laundress. 

COOK. 

The cook, with the as�istance of the pupils, who shall 

be regularly detailed for that work, Jball prepare all food 

required for the school, attend to setting the tables, wash­

ing the diebea, and cleaning lamps each day; see that every­

thing in the kitchen and dining room is kept in proper order, 

and that the kitchen and dining room are looked at night, 

&Dd ehall be reaponeible for all articles in her department. 



FARJIER. 

The farmer shall have charge of the farm, garden, end 

stock, and be responsible for their careful management and 

condition. 

APPOINT)(ENTS, REMOVALS, AND PROMOTIONS. 

All appointments, transfers, removals, and promotions 

in the Indian school service are made by school officers. 

(Signed) Cheeeie McIntosh. 

Supt. Creek Schools. 

REGULATIONS FOR CREEK DAY SCHOOLS. 

During the period of training in day schools, children 

must be given a thorough course of elementary instruction, 

special pains being taken to overcome their timidity; to 

teach them confidence in themselves and their teachers; to 

apeat promptly and clearly when reciting or when spoken to, 

and to require raRidity of thought and exertion so far as it 

ia conaistent with accuracy. Personal cleanliness with neat­

neae of clothing, care of books, and of the school premises, 

should be constantly inculcated and taught by example as well 

aa by precept.. 

Bach teacher shall prepare and follow a regular pro­

sraae of exercise•, interspersing recitations and study 
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with singing. calisthenics and intermissions. 

Teachers shall open their respective schools with ap­

propriate exercises each day. They are expected to stimulate 

and encourage pupila, and to use skill and ingenuity in 

adapting usual methods to the instruction of children who 

must acquire tbe language in which they are taught. 

A session of a day school begins at 9 o'clock and con­

tinue• until 4 p. m •• unless otherwise authorized, with aucb 

intermissions as the age and welfare of the children may 

require. Sessions must be held on each day of tbe week, 

Saturdays, Sundaya, and legal holidays excepted. 

School rooms are under the control of the teacher, who 

ia authorized to detail pupils to care for the same, but 

the teacher ie reaponsible for the buildings and public 

property therein. 

{Signed) Cheesie McIntosh. 

Supt. Creek Schools. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

OFFICE OF SCHOOL SUPERVISOR FOR CREEK NATION. 

Muskogee, Ind. Ter. Au ust 30, 1904. 

Hon. John D. Benedict, 

superintendent of Schools 

in Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

I respectfully request that the following pro­

test may receive your careful consideration. 

The requirement of atten ing the summer normal and taking 

examinations for certificate has been extremely distasteful 

to teachers. A small minority of our teachers really do not 

need the extra training but obviously it is impossible to 

discriminate. To all the teachers alike I have pledged my 

otticial taith that I would recommend appointment upon the 

grades made at the normals. This was in accordance with my 

understanding of the principles of civil service. There 

have been instances in which I have been over-ruled and 

ppointments made without examination. These instances 

are having the effect of making it felt that my recommend­

ations are of very little avail. Such a condition places 

me 1�an official position of extreme embJrrassment and 

laying aside all personalities so nearly as I am able I 

d ire either that I may have my position clearly defined 

a on wholly tree from responsibility or else th t I may 

b � li. 
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The employees of the Eufaula Bigh School seem 

taoi\ly to understand that that particular school is not 

under my supervision. Upon my visits there, wiether inten­

tionally or not I cannot say, but I am willing to concede 

th ihat it has been unintentionally, I have been treated as one 

who merely made a visit, not as one who went with power of in­

spection or supervision. This attitude has made it a diffi-

cult matter for me to go there and confess to have made the 

tewest possible visits to the school, another reason for this, 

however, bas been that you have quite often visited the school. 

here other superintendents make repori; and requests to me the 

superintendent at Eufaula bas taken them over my head to you. 

I have been stung by this official discourtesy but because of 

the peculiar conditions, the superintendent being an elderly

man and a olose personal friend of yourself and your family, I 

have borne it without protest. The mana e ent of the superin­

tendent has been good and I have been always ready to give him 

the hearty commendation I felt. 

So much by way of preliminary. 

For sane time I have felt th t there should be a change 

1n the arrangement of affairs at the school so far as the su­

per 1 ion of the girls' dormitory was c;ncerned. The experi­

ence ot many years shows that young girls in a bo·1rding school, 

whether white or Indian, need to have an older woman ne· r them. 

or the past two yesrs the wife of the principal teacher has

,een matron for the girls •. Her room is on the boys' dormitory

1de ot the house and on the first floor, two flights of



3. 

stairs and a double set of locked doors separatin her from 

her duties as matron. hile Ihave never heard of any trouble 

arising from this condition I do not know that there never has 

been any as I have never made especial inquiry to elicit infor­

mation along this line. I do say, however, that I believe it to 

be a dangerous condition and one which should not longer exist. 

The wife of the principal teacher who has been matron did not 

think it necessary, nor did the superinten ent of the school, to 

inform me that her condition of health was of so delicate a 

nature th.st she would necessarily be laid aside from duty. My 

first knowledge of the birth of a child to the roo.tron came from 

the announcement in the public prints. No permission was asked 

for the employment of a substitute nor was any payment for board 

of a nurse reported. hen I made inquiry as to the manner in 

which the work was done I was informed that the Principal teacher 

had performed his wife's duty in the c re of the irls' dormi­

tory. This was not right in my jud ent, for there is no lesson 

whioh demands greater emphasis in an Indian school than the sep­

aration of the sexes. The effect of having a man to look after 

the work of the girls' matron is, I believe, unqualifiedly bad. 

The girls' matron is a frail young woman of reat culture and 

refinement, one who should not have the heavy burden of doin the 

work or caring for the girls of that school as they ou ht to be 

oared tor, especially now that 8he is further burdened with the 

care or an 1nr•nt seven months old. In my jud ment she should

not be re-appointed.
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These circumstances were all laid before yourself and r. 

McIntosh, the Creek Superintendent, and were so fully concur­

red in by both of you that you both agreed to and signed the 

appointment or a single man as principal beacher and of a

widowed lady as girls' matron at Eufaula. You also both of

you signed appointments for the principal teacher and his wife at 

a smaller school, Coweta, where the girls' matron ould be, be­

cause of a different arrangement of the buildin ,. so near both 

to her work and at the same time to her baby, with a smaller nUin­

ber ot girls to c re for- better able to perform the uties in 

spite of being burdened wit the child. The appointment of the 

single man as teacher, a man whom you personally recommended for 

the place, was held so long upon your desk t the, concluding tha 

he was not to receive it, accepted a position e.lse--wher,e. The ma­

tron appointed for the girls accepted the position. The princi­

pal teacher and his wife returned the appointment to Joweta

with no word as to any reason for declinin . In the mean bile

the superintendent, Mr. Lester, who had resigned to take other 

employment, re-considered his resi nation and as re-appointed.

At once plans were made by him to set aside appointments as 

they bad been made and to secure the return of the former prin­

cipal and his wife as before. Inorder to arran e this it 1s

necessary that the matron appointed for the girls at Eufaula

should be transferred to Coweta where she was last yeJr. The

superintendent at Coweta is a fi.ngle man. No one enters more

IJJllpathetically into the joyous confidences of happ.r lovers than

I or 1 willin to do more to make the course of true love
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run smooth, but a oo-educational boardin school is not the 

place tor lovers. For this reason I do not think the transfer 

should be made. 

The conditions at these two schools are in no degree changed 

since both Superintendent �cintosh and yourself s1 ned appoint­

ments as you did. If I was right then, I am ri ht no . If I 

was wrong, still so long as you were, in t t c se, eaually 

wrong, and as the real burden of work in connection with the 

soboola comes upon me 1 t would seen that even the personal 

sympa iee or yourself for the Eufaula supe rinden tent and of 

Mr. McIntosh for the Coweta superinten ent might be sacrificed 

to the oonsistency of adhering to the appointments m-.::ide by you. 

The statement is made that all this is mere whim upon my part, if 

this be so then my whim should have been promptly disposed or 

when the appointments were originally 

accepted as satisfactory reasoning. 

de • It was at tha t t ime 

s t  ose who are subordi-

nate, as I understand it, to me, appeal with seeming success 

over my otfioial head to you, it seems to me that your action 

makes it no discourtesy for me to ask that your decision may 

it adverse to me in this matter be sent for review by the De­

partment _in Washington. 

In making this request it is with the same feeling of of­

t1o1al eubordination which I realize is necessary in the posi­

tion which I hold. Every step of my action in this m tter had 

been fully placed before you before it was taken. There has 

been on my part a determination do what seemed right but in do-

g 1 always to act in accordance with your in st rue ti ons. 
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As you know I have waived several objections which I felt 

very strongly against the principal teacher at Eufaula. I ob­

ject to his purchase of an Indian farm, I object to his absence 

without excuse from the summer normal, as these objections were 

not considered of any importance by you they were dropped. The 

young baby is, in my jud ment, an insuperable obstacle. 

Again assuring you of my earnest desire to be ui ed by you 

and with sincere determination to be more faithful to every du­

ty ot my position, but with the hope that you may realize the 

humiliating position in which I tllive been placed, I am, 

(Sie:ned 

L. s.

1th sincere respect. 

Alice .• Roberts on, 

Supervisor. 

Copied by M. P. B. 

arch 28, 191,. 
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ctober 19,1904. 
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0 onorable ational Council 

skogee ation: 

ntlmen: e your Co i tt n Luca ion r s ectfully 

bmit the f'ollo ing as our re ort in t e matter of an account 

against the Creek nation b r u er ard a e &.. Co. at � uskoge ,: 

Ind. T r. This account is for su plies furnished our ational 

ohools years ago but the differ nt councils that ha be h ld 

se• to have been indispo d to ma e provision for its pa ment. 

ha Commi t e on ducation hove had t is account refer d to it 

and again and this Committe as rep atedly r co nded its 

payment. Last year ,e had this natter b for us and as s nt 

1n to your honorable body i th a reco enda tion t t the account 

be paid but the council adj our ed Je a ing it as one of th un-

finished business for t is resent council. took it up at 

this erm making'tbe same reco enda ion as b fore but as returned 

to us by the House or ings ith the suc;g tion that make a 

report mo.re in detail, sho nng the am.oun of a ro riations made 

by the council f'or the support of the schools dur1 the eriod 

oov r d by the account of th said ur r ard ar Co.. bout 

that ti and before, all our boarding school sup rintend nts r 

eq ired to make report of their schools but these r ports have 

llO b en pres rved by our predecessors and cons quently th re 

e book or papers at hand b hich 1e can ake a report th t 

11 orm to the desire or the House referring th r, at tor to 

e. There ia no question that the appropriation for

t rs general letters.--i--
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h schools for the year in rihich th se accounts ,ere 

ply sutticient but this enormous debt T sulted in the 

and inefficiency of the sup rintend nts to pro erly 

r the schools in their care. 

eoord ot an appropriation fo thes s heals could not 

ch- at the correctness or t e accounts but in the absenc of any 

o papers from hie so e i or tio can b d ri d 

opinion that t ·u erint nd nt of ublic nstr ction

--�-b tt r mak an ex.haustiv inv ti ation o th ccounts 

C and therefore 

r solution. 

r co nd t adoptio of th acco -

sp ctfUll ub i tt d, 

m. 111

:ro-t .Cdu ational 

orters general letters.--1--
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November 2,1904. 

AN ACT 

38816-B 

Jppropriating the sum of $200.00 for the incidental 

expenses ot the office of the Superintendent of Public In­

struction. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE ATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE 

Nil'ION: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the 

General Jund of the Nation the sum of Two Hundred Dolle.rs 

(1200.00), tor the incidental expenses of the office of the 

Superintendent of Public Instruction, for the fiscal year 

ending Dec.5th,1905, to be paid under the rules and regula­

tions prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior for the 

41sburseaen t of Creek Funds. 

S• Grayson 

Mildred Childers 
Clk. 

Adopted Nov.2,1904. 

James Smith 
Presd't.H. Kings. 

Concurred in Nov.2,1904 

Alex Davis 
Spk.H o of iV. 

(
-

or ed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma-­
Pleasant Porter's general letters. 



JDCU'f IVE Ol'FICE, 
Kuskogee Nation. 
-------

P.POR'l'IB, Principal Chief.

To the 

Olanulgee, Indian Territory, 

Nov. 2,1904. 

Honorable Members of the· uskogee ational Council, 

In regular session assembled. 

Gentlemen: 

I transmit herewith draft of an act appropriating �200.00 

for the incidental expenses of the Office of Superintendent of 

Public Instruction. Your honorable body appropriated the sum

ot 300.00 for these expenses last year. 

intendent only asks for 200.00. 

This year our Super-

I would respectfully request that you make the appropriation 

ed for. 

Respectfully, 

P.Porter,

Principal Chief ,M.N.

e4) Union Agency,Muskogee,Okla.homa.--a-89--Pleasant orter's 
l tters.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE IO 

O FICE OF SCHOOL SUPEKVISOH FO� C EEK NATION 

uskoeee, Ind. r., 
N vember 9 19 4. 

Hon. John D. Benedict, 
Supt. of Schools in Indian Territor 

Sir: 

I have the honor to pr sent the fo lowin 

diNcted in yonr letter of Oc ober ?9th. 

Eufaula H h Shoo • 

e ort as 

The main buildin of th1s schoo s f br k three 

etpries, and ront inin� nine een r oms. It as bu 1 th r­

teen years ago �t a cost of eleven th s nd dollar • It s 

in fairly go�d repair. Outside bu ld n s re one ottage o 

four rooms, t�o of two r oms, s rP room, aundry nd barn, 

the barn bein in a v  ry oo n nd d. �he lo�ati0n 

ot the school w thin the 

to the fifteen ai- es f 

would not th rwiee have 

!wen�y-five a�res of land

m ts f he 

nd n v,hi<"h 

as t e Y 

y n in t 1e 

o n of faul .. ves 

stands a v  lue 

poor 9n rock •

bott m o the Can dian 

near the Borth Fork, dded t h"" bove m rovemPn s ould, 

in my judiR;ment, bring the tot 1 V lue o h ule. H

Sohool property up to about f ftee thousand 1 l 4rS. 

belie•e that wou d be ver 1 t on t ut u on 

Ptu.mka Board n S<"hool. 

Thia school is lo<"ated n the fe le bottom of 1h�

h 

I 

t. 

O th Canadian about four miles from the town of tumka. 

n b ldin� of woo (frqme) w s or ginally built n 



1880, additjons having been t �ked on from ime to time. It

18 to stories in hei ht, has foir een roo s nd is n v y

poor eondition. A notta e o fo rooms bui t t the s me 

time is in like con ition. The Bys' orm·tory of e· hteen 

rooms built about n eA.rs auo ... n f ood ron it on, 

as i a stone WO st r,. bu 1 f f rooms e eeted a 

1 ttle later for hos i t "' l 0 nfi m ry. One two room 

cottage, laundry, and store room re in or n it n. Two 

barns are lso n b d sh e . I 1 ve .. h r tote 1 how 0 

p re a valuation on his ro ert but I h nk tha no re 

than ei ht h us nd dollars sh 1 1 d be � u 

Tullahassee B arding Snh o 

This s�hool w s o  inal y 0� b ishe 

in 1849. The onre f n orrh�rd has ar ely 

nit. 

r Ind n 

ed out. 

ls 

he 

rultivation of most of the g o 

for nearly half 

prin�i�el bu ld n? 

en ury has mqde 

be on n to the s hool 

of lPSS va ue. The 

s ererted abo t h een years a o at

a cost of five tho s nd do ars. I s two stories, of rame 

and contains twnety rooms. t s in re s nabl
..

ood e �ir. 

Another tw s ory f ame bu lding erected in 88 st a that 

time thirty-five hun e 

conta ns thir een r oms 

two story frame buildin 

been badly Abused nd is

room and shou are wooden 

Tery d ffi('Ult to f X

wold in my jud men be 

ol rs 

nd is n 

er r ed 

but w s badly built. 

bi:id ,ondi t n.

bout fo teen e::3.r 

n bad c-on i ion. Laundry, 

buil n of 1 t V e. 

VA. U ion b.1t ei ht tho sand 

� 1 be 1 PS im t . 

It 

ma ler 

go ha 

store 

It s 

o 1 rs

? 



Euchee Boardin? Srhoo 

lhe location of th s s hool immediate y adjoin ng the 

town of Sapulpa adds reatly to the VAlue of the proper y. 

Its buildings are G rls' dormitory A.nd board n enar ment, 

two story bui ding of ten oms, and bo s' mite y "" 

story. fraae, s v n rooms, both b t �bout thirtP.en years 

ago Rt a cost of about s x thousand dollars, s hoc bui a n · 

with subsequent a ditions, rostin about two thous nd dollars, 

hospita building w st ry frAm of ei ht rooms rost n� 

t Pnty-t ve hun 0 a 

room ,.otta e and b rn of 

rs, w th lAund y, st e o m, two 

tt e v ue. I sho ld val e the 

propert at about welve hundred do l s. 

Creek Or han home. 

ibis school 1s a it le ove a mile from the town of 

Okmulpee. The ma n bu'ld n� f br rk, wo stor es n height, 

was ererted in 189� a OS f tb r een hous nd dollars. 

The expense of bu 1 ing was re�t y inr e sed by remo eness 

from the rRilroad, be ng t ht time hirty-f ve miles 

to the nearest ra 1 a s n. I �ont n s xteen ooms

and is in very ff'ir ron t·on. Othe bui d re ome 

small wooden strurtur s of 1 t va u :- un , 
store 

room, r-ottage for h1r he 1 n onl fAir rondit on an 

a barn built hr e .. eArs a�o. he fo Arr s of rairie 

u lq_nd are roba of murh e e i:t e VA. u beC' use of nP r-

ness to OkmulP-Pe but I o no believe Pn housA.nd dollars 

wo1.1l.d be too small a.value to n a e u on this r pe •



Nuyaka Boar inu S�hool. 

!his sr.hoo w s estab shed ih 84, the two story rame 

buildings at that time rost n� abo t fourteen thousand 

do lars. These build n s e t 10 ro ta es for irls of 

ele en rooms ea('h, bo s 1 do m tory of eleven rooms and 

sehool building of four rooms. oooden b 1ildinc-s f little 

value are laundry, storeroom, �make ho se, chick n ho �e 

nd barn. iences Pt • are w 11 ke. t un, thP rchard is of 

some value as also an ar riAl nona n he round . Th 

great drawbark to thP. va ue oft s nlPce 

from the rai road. I s  ou d n t es mat 

than eight tho san do lars. 

ts rPmoteness 

e at more 

'v alakR B d1 Sr ol • 

Th s sbhool has oo f rm n n beau i ul orati n, 

and very reC"ently a sil o� had been bJ t 1th st in 

quite near the srho Shaul own spring up the e, the 

value would of "01rse, be Prea ly enhanre( . 'he two 0 y 

frame buil11llf"S Pre te i f 1 ws:- G 

dorm tory and bo ninu �e � tment f Pn rooms, an boys' 

cottage of s ven room .

story frame of two r om

and sme. 1 box hous for 

T u • The 1� VP, barn 

and there 1R an orC"h�r 

. 

h 

1s

wh 

Th bu d n s r,f thP sr-hoo

The 

L un 

r,,., i!

0 

,.h 

C 

shhC'I bui ( 1 s one 

r , smoke ho Se, sto e om, 

m n arP b 1 e 

l•' r-es p ood rand tion 

n to h Vt=l e of the � 

8 e iP'h th nsAnd do 1 rs and 

4 

• 

prob bly that WO ld bP t=l .vooo V u on t n11t on the p aC"e. 



Coweta Bo.��1nr SC'hool. 

h sehoo �ro�erty mme AtP v �o ns th new town 

ot C t and s only a short distanre from the r� ad 

st ton. The land is good prai ie up and and there s 

small orehard of y 11n t ees. he b 1 ii n s are t.v frqm 

two story cottages for boys and girls ea<'h n a ning seven 

rooms, a two story "b x" h se five rooms for k1t�hen 

nd dining rooms, ram sr ool h SP. of one 4 pe- r"',.,m

divi ed by 11:t temporA.ry art t on, V-' th 1 s oe ndr , 

sto e oom and ("Qq h018P () t e VA 1lP • he bA n is

poor. The bui oings rost ei ht housand do r and the 

value fjf the nl�C'e I do not h nk WO n be n ex<'e, sof that 

amount. 

The buildings o thts srhool ar G ls' r0ttage an 

boardin department o sixteen rooms and bors' � ttage o 

eleven rooms, these bein two sto y f me buil ings. 1he 

school bujld ne is a one story frRme st rv of ne 1 r P 

room.An outsidP. l �und y and of ., i<'e ar smqll "box' houses 

of little value and t .Pre is a reA onabl oon bA. n. WO

We le of most ex�ellent w ter A ver. 1� to the va ue of 

5 

thi la.re and its lo��t on is one of re bea1 ty. The land 

ie good prairie unland. �he lA�J s we l kept up. The 

buildin�s C"OBt Rbo t eivh thousqn do 1 rs and nclud n 

e forty rres of land belon ine he s hoo I shou d 

estimate the property to b wor h ten tho s nd do la A.



Colored Ornh n R0me 

min buildin� of th s srhool s of Rtone, 

U. S. government �or a residen� for t e  In iqn 

nearly th1 rty 'JP r avo. Poor m ter A 5:J •ere usen. in 

t oor stairs, etc., and thP bu ning s in bAo h� e. It 

ontaine ten r".>oms nd is tV<o st()rif's in heiPht. A one 

toy frame buildin� with tern 0r�ry par tjons s used for 

sleeping quarters for the boys and tha:re s an nutsi e 

1 undry and store room, wooden bu 1d ngs o 1 · t value. 

he amall barn is in 00 c nd i n. Ff een ar PS of the 

I hool property are on ,he rrP8t of A hill t o  and half 

miles from �uskoePe overlook ng the town and the nterven-

1ng valley A.nd w 1th ma�nif �ent v P� 1n ev rv d rection 

ot the surrounding r un . �and mmedi�te , Rdjoin na has 

be n bo,eht at from sevf'nty-f ve to a hunn ed o �rs an

�re with a view to fRn�y r s  denre nronert�. �wnP v- ive 

res in the valley on the oth r side f nm uskopPe would 

robab y be v�luen at+, enty to 'Pnt, - ve do a:rs �n rre. 

1 beet judement woul be n est1mate o from 01r to f v 

tho a dollars. 

In ma.kine th s rep�r I hAvP too itt e know edue of land 

T 

8 

luee to 

ely 

claim any 

refrained 

h values be�ause 

lways re�eived 

dep ee v,.,h ever o 

from �n effort 

of my of'f ,.. � 

to 

OS 

('r\l ary. I 

R.<"l!U.A n m se

t n. Su h

vvith mo � or lPSS of SU D cion.

Very rPS Prtf lly

Alire • � nbe tson 

Supervisor 

have 

w 

ques 

ent: 11/9/04 Ali<"e M. Robertson Musko�ee I. T. 
e ort on value of Creek S<"'hool Property. 

G. B. D. 3/��/�4 

th 

inns 
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DEPAR'D4EN'l' OF THE INTERIOR, 
Otti e of School Supervisor for Creek Nation, 

Hon • .Tohn D. Benedict, 

1uskogee, Ind.Ter., 

cember 20, 1904. 

Superintendent of Schools in Iniian Ter. 

Dear Sir: 

38816-D 

I have the honor to submit the fol lo ng report for your 

oonsi4erati on a.rd such action as may coIDirend it self to you. 

Whan I assuIJ2 d the duties of my present position I found 

that the Creek schools were one year behini the appropriations 

tor their support and the question of closing them for a year in 

order to al.low the funds to "catch up" was very seriously discus-

sed. Th, disaster to schools which such action ould cause led 

'to the determination on tm part of the Interior Depart:rrent of­

ficials and the Creek Executive tD allow the continuance of the 

schools anticipating the actual availability of the funds. It 

was also decided ttiat acininistrati ve action of this of'fice upon 

Creek school accounts should conform to the u. • Government fiscal 

Jler trom July first to July first of each year. Upon this basis 

•r accounting wark has been done without objection until oui te

recently.

Prior to my incumbency as upervisor the practice seems to 

.ba'Ye obtained in the purchase of school books and supplies for the 

D11ghbo:rhood schools at their being ordered by the Creek uperin­

nt 111.thout any special fund being available for payment, bills 

be� presan ted to the Counc 11 and appropriation made to 



-2-

liquidate the debt so incurred. It was, however, found to be 

praotioahle to pay for oo oks from the regular appropriation for 

1111ighborhood schools, end this has since been done. ith rapidly 

changing oondit ions and the constantly improved standard of work 

required in our neighborhood schools it has been found necessary 

to increase the pay of teachers. The increased e:xpenditure for 

salaries bas di.mished the amount available for purchase of books 

at Ule sme time that m increase in a.ttenda:me in the schools 

has created a need for more money for books. ach suIIllD9 r prior 

to the opening of the IE school year the Creek Supe rint en dent and 

myself have together gone over the list af' books and eed upon 

an order which was forwarded to the dealers in time to have the 

books ready for the opening of the schools. This has been done 

111. thout reference to any balance of appropriation on hand to pay

tor such books • Too bills for books thus ordered have each 

year up to the present one been audited and allowed by the joint 

action at tbe Creek uperintendent and myself. Although there 

was not a balance on band sufficient to pay for these books at 

tbs tina they were ordered no objection was made by the Creek 

Superintendent nor by any otbe r official. In August 1903 the 

order f'or books was m de out d signed by Supt. Che esie cintosh 

and myael:f' al though too re w s not a balance sufficient to IB y for 

thea. On DecE1D.ber 7th. requisition in payment therefor as 

Bigned by Supt. Cheesie cintosh and myselr. arrants ere duly 

issued and the account was paid. Too order for books made in 

J "I ot this year was not signed by upt.· cintosh for the reason 

that on ccount of the pressure of his private business he wished 

to eturn to his home without aiting for a ritten order to be 

l 

6 



-3-

prepe.red tor his signature. He reqre sted 100 to go on and order

such a quantity of the books decided upon as I thought necessary. 

I therefore prepared the order, submitted it to you for approval as 

1our signature under the Creek law approving my action is sufficient 

authority even w1 thout t at of the Creek Superintendent. This 

as dona, not with any thought that .::>up t. cintosh would object 

'IX> the purchase of the books, but that there should be compli­

ance th the regulations. 

·�n in due course of time a requisition for ··arr rrts in

payimnt for the books thus ordered ,as prepared by me as is custo­

•rJ encl presented to .::>upt. cintosh r or signature oo refused to 

sign it on the gound that there as no appr opr ia tion av lable. 

I inclose, herevd th, the requisition hich I have signed and 

the letter of Superintendent cintosh refusing to sign the same. 

Very respectfully, 

Alice • Robertson, 

upervisor. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency To. 17 ec.2.0,1904.Alice i.. obertson, 
ai&kcgee,I.T.----Concemi� the matter of upt. cintosh refusing 
to sign requisition tor arrants in payment of books for neighbor­
hood schools.----
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DEPAR'IMisNr OF '!HE INI'ERIOR, 

Of :rice of Indian Af f a.ir s, 

E.W.J. /asftingto n, February 4,1905 

:vr. alter Falwell, 

Muskogee, I.T. 

Sir: 

You are hereby advised that your official bond dated 

tbt 19ih ultimo under your appointIIJ3n t to be Supervisor of Schools 

in. tb:t Creek Nati on, Indian Territory, has been received and ap­

proved, and you are no directed to receipt in duplicate to Miss 

Alice M.Robertson for all public property shown by her final 

propsrty return to be on hsnd, and the date on which these receipts 

are passed between you Iii 11 determire tre time of your entrance 

on duty in your posit ion. 

As a Dis bur sing Officer of this de par 1men t you wi 11 be 

required to render quarterly accounts in duplicate for all cash 

and property that may come into your bands. .Any delinquency in 

this respect may subje c·t you to seriotw e1nbarrassment as nless 

Jou can ab.ow some g>od reason for failing to render your accounts 

W1 thin the required time t� Treasury Department will place no 

turt.be r funds to your ere di t. In this connection your attention 

1a invited to sections 13 end 14, Office Regulations 1904. Please 

not1t1 this office th:, date on which you receipt for the property 

and &88UDB tb3 duties of your position. 

Your commission has this day been forwarded you under 

••Para te COTer •

the Inspector. 

Very respectfully, 

C • F. LARRABEE, 
Acting Commissioner. 
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Union Agenc1 No.10996 Received Feb.7,1905 Office of 
Inspector tor Indian Territory. �shington, Feb.4,1905. 

18a1oner.----Encloses communication to alter Falwell, advising 
apprOYel ot his bond, am rel.entering upon duty as Creek school 

superTisar •----



cheesie Mcintosh, 

Attorney at law. 

SU?r.CREEK SCHOOLS. 

Hon. J. D. Benedict, 

Supt. Ind. '11er. Schools, 

Muskogee, Ind.Ter. 

Dear Sir:-

Checotah, I.T., 

March 17, 1906. 

38816-1' 

In the iuskogee Phoenix of th is day's iss ua, page one , I see 

a statement publism d 1hat you have notified the School Super­

Tisors to meet in 1 uskcgee on the 21st inst. to discuss matters 

pertaini� to schools. 

1· have received no notice of the meeting referred to in 

said call. If a conference is to be beld, 1hich in any marmer 

pertains to Creek Schools, should I not be notified? 

Sec. 40, Act of Congress approved arch 1st, 1901, has never 

been repealed as far as I am informed� and if I am correct in my 

l'iew of the law as it nc:w1 exists, the Supe rVisor of Creek Schools 

and the Superintendent of Creek chools have joint supervision 

end are co-equal in authority. 

It I am mistaken in my position, will you please inform me, 
citing the law in too matter? 

Very resi:e ctfully, 

Cbe esi e cintos.h- upt .of Creek chools. 

(lnclcrsed) Union Agency o. 30----Cbeesie cintos h, regarding meet­
� ot the school Supervisors, to discuss ma. tters pert ning to 
ac ools .----



TH& ciTERN UNIO TE •GRAPH COMPANY 

RECEIVED at 

53Ks. oy. n. 66paid Gov't. 

· ashington, D. c., ar. 20, 1906. 

Kelsey, Agent and Actg. Inspr., 

Muskogee, I. T. 

38816-G 

Answering your telegram ni re teen th inst. to right inspector 
adv1 se Supt. Benedict that he is authorized to pay school war­
l'&nts issued by principal chief for creek outstanding indeb­
tedness when found correct such payment to be made under 
authority of provisions of section forty of too Creek 
agreements act of arch 1, 1901. 

Thos .Ryan 
2 2lp. First Asst. ecy. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 136?4 eceived ar.20,1906 ffice of 
U.S.Indian Inspe ctar for Indian Territory. RE: ashington, rch 
20, 1906. ecretary.----Directs that upt. Benedict be advised 
that � is authorized to pay school arrant s is sued by the rin­
Cipal Chief for Creek outstanding indebtedness.----



DEPAR'IMENT OF THE INI'ERIOR, 

I,T.D.11460-1906. 
12844-1906. 

ashington. 

United States Indian Insp ectar 

for Indian Territory ,Muskogee, Ind. T. 

Sir: 

August 22,1906. 

38817-A 

Receipt is a ck.now ledge d of your letter of July 14, 19 06 , 

in which, referring to deprr tme ntal letter of July 3, 1906, re 1-

ati veto an act of the National Council of the Creek ation pro­

viding �ans far continuing tm schooLs of said nation up to and 

incl ming March 4, 1906, you recommend that authority be given 

Mr. John D. Benedict, Superintendent of Schools in Indian Terri­

tory, to pay warrants issued against appropriation male by said 

act, instead of the Indian Agent. 

Forwardi� your letter July 23, 1906 (Finance 6144?}, the 

Indiai Office conrurred in your reconnnendation. 

'l'he authority recommended is hereby granted the Superin­

tendent. 

Bespectfully, 

Jesse E., ilson 

Assistant ecret ary. 

Through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency -Io.15071 Received Aug.2?,1906 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory.�rnshineton, ug.22, 
1906

! 
Secretary.----Granting authority for uperintendent 

Ben.
1 

e ict to pay certain warrants referred to in Letter of Julo
4-,1906, instead at tll3 Indian Agent.----



DEPARTMENT OF THE INT�RIO , 

. ashington. 

I.T.D.11456-1906. September 17,1906. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory, luskogee, Ind. T. 

Sir: 

38817-B 

··1th yo� letter of June 8, 1906, there as submitted an

act of the National Council of· t h3 Creek Nation approved by the 

Principal Chief arch 30,1906, appropriating "out of the ....ichool 

fund of the uskogee Na ti on the sum of Sixty-two Thous and, Five 

Hundred Seventy-t o and 91/100 Dollars, (. 62572.91), for main­

taining the various National ·chool up to and including December 

31, 1906 or so much thereof as may be necessary should Tribal 

Government cease prior to December 31, 1906, to be paid out 

under such rules and regulations as tm ecretary of the In­

terior may prescribe far the disbursement of Creek funds, in 

amounts as set opposite the names of the various schools as 

follows:" 

You transmitted a report made to you by the Superintendent 

or Schools in Indian Territory concerni the act, in hich he 

states that the sum appropriated is sorre what more than v as used 

during the 1.8.st school year, and he calls attention to tb3 pro­

Vision in section 10 of too act o-r pril 26,1906, to the effect 

that there shill not be used far school purposes in any of the

ive Civilized Tri bes, in any one year, more th an the amount 

15420 
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xpended for the scholastic year ending June 30, 1905. He rec-

ommends, however, that too act be 1tapproved," provided it does 

not conflict with t� provision of law to hich he referred. 

As you state, too acts of the Creek Council, making appro­

priations for t� maintenance of schools have not ooretofore 

been submitted for Executive action. ( ee departnental letter 

of May 23, 1906, I.T.D.9140-1906). 

In view of too provisions in the ct of pril 26,106 (34 

Stat., 137), relative to schools in t Indian Territory, you 

consider tha act rubmitted nunnecessary." 

You request to be dvised, hm ever, ·rhether any arrants 

should be drawn by t� rincipal Chief and p · d by t Superin- · 

tendent of schools under ruch act or ihet.her the schools of the 

Creek Nation should be conducted nd the ex�nses trereof paid 

as provided by section 10 of the act of pril 26, 1906. 

The act of tbe National Council having been p ssed after 

the joint resolution of' Congress extending the tribal existence 

and goverDDBnt of the Five Civilized Tribes, approved rarch 2, 

1906 (34 Stat., 822), and before tre act of pril 26, 1906, nd 

being far ne ces ary incidental exi:enses of the Creek tribal 

schools, does not require ixecutive action. 

The Indian Office in letter of June 8, 1906, referring 

to its letter of that date submitting another act of the Creek 

National Council (I.T.D.11458-1906), recommends that arrants 

drawn against t� Bppropriation covered by t.he act of the na­

tion under consideration be honored for the :period ending when 

154'20 
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"the regulations then pending were promulgated by the Department. 

(See depar1mental letter of even date relative to I.T.D.11458). 

The expenses of each school should be paid from the funds 

provided int.be act of the National Council or rch 20, 1906, 

which is returned herewith, in the manner provided in the regula­

tions for tribal schools among tre Five Civilized Tribes, approved 

July 7, 1906, due regard to be paid, ho ever, to the directions 

contained in section 10 of th3 act of April 26, 1906, relative 

to the amount to be expended in the Creek Nation during any one 

year. The regulations mentioned provide tre manner in which 

school warrants must be drawn. 

Through the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

1 inclos ure. 

Respectfully, 

Thos. yan 

cting ecretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.15420 ecei ved ep.24,1906 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington,D.C .dept .17,
1906.Secretary.----Directs e:xpenses of various ational schools
should be paid from funds provided in Act of Creek Council
(enclosed) as provided in regulations of July 7,06 in accordance
With directions in Sec 10 Act of Apr.26,1906.----
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0 FIC ... iil- L .,) l -'-·: ..... - � ,x N.a.T �t: .

uskogee, Ind. er. kla. 

June 30--190 •

Sir: 

I have the honor to sub it the tenth annual report of 

the schools ci: the reek 1 tion and the fourth annuc 1 report of 

the schools of the Jeminole ation. 

The continual increase in u ulatio results in ever 

changing conditions throushout the rural neighborhoods. The 

advent of st3tehood and the or anization o. a s  stem of school 

districts has divided most of the old neighborhoods or communi­

ties that patronized the schools furnished by the Governme t and, 

while the system of schools now being est blished is a neces­

sity, the work entailed by the partial elimination of the old 

system and the substituti n of the new s stem · 11 result in a 

large amount of extra ork in the office of the uupervisor. 

During the fiscal ear ending June 30--1908, 284 nei h-

borhood schools were maintained in the Creek ation. his is n 

increase of 45 per cent over the number 

previous year. 

intained during the 

The attendance at the Indian boarding schools during the 

year just closed has been the best in the history of these in­

st! tutions. 

The Indian child puts forth greater unreserved effort 

in the boarding school than in the day school for the reason that 

he does not feel the embarasse ent among his o n  people that he 

feels among the whites, and the day schools are composed of 90
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per oent or more of hi te children. 

The va'.>rk in agriculture has continued to advance in e f­

ticiency in all the schools and I am glad to note that klahoma 

will, in future, require this subject to be taught in all the 

schools of the state. 

The work done in manual training and domestic art in the 

several boarding schools was particularly gratif ing to e. �uch 

or the repair w:>rk at these schools was done by the pupils under 

the direction of the manual training teacher. 

Three teachers' noraals ere held in the Creek ation 

during the month o� June-two for bites and one for negroes. 

The County uperint end en ts of agoner, -uskogee and 

cintosh counties and the upervisor of Creek Schools held a 

joint normal at Eufaula. here ere 102 teachers in attendance. 

The Supervisor of Creek Schools also joined · th the 

County Superintendents of kfuskee and Okmulgee counties in a 

normal at 'eleetka. There were ?6 teachers in attendance at 

this normal. 

A normal for colored teachers was held in 

an attendance of 132. 

skogee with 

These normals were all conducted in strict accordance 

With the laws of Oklahoma and teachers passing the examination 

at the close of the normals were given certificates by the state 

ot Oklahoma and by the federal school officials. 

- : SEMINOIE AT I ·­
. 

Thirty one neighborhood schools were maintained in the 

Seminole Nation during the fiscal year just closed as against 19 

1 hoola during the previous year. The work was very satisfac-

tory and the cond.1 tions here are practically the same as in the
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creek Na on. 

. -

t lbahaka Femle cademy, domestic art and domestic 

science are made specialites, hile at .:ehusukey .ale cademy 

agriculttn'e rec&ives particular attention under the direction 

of the superintendent, G. ·• Horton, ho is a specialist in 

this line. Both schools were well attended. 

I wish to express my sincere appreciation for the many 

and never failing courtesies that have come to me from you and 

from each member of your o:tfice force. 

Very respectfully, 

To Hon. John D. Benedict, 

Superintendent of chools. 

'walter Falwell. 

Supervisor Creek & Seminole 
Schools. 

(Endorsed) # 6 Tenth Annual Report of chools in creek and 3em-

1nole Nations. 
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• 1. ewblock, Sheriff

n • .r.Gubller' wm. SA'PI'GAST 
oo. Judge. 

COUNTY CO� ISSION-3:RS • 
, L. North, Tulsa. 

C.H.Cleveland

COUNTY SUP �RINI'ENDENT OF SCHOOLS 
110.Breckinridge, Tulsa County, Oklahoma 

Skiatook 
Geo .McKeehan. 

Co. Attny. 
R.C. alkely,
Begister of Deeds

H.T.Richardson, 
Teeaaurer 

C.F.Rogers, Clerk.
wm.sattgast'
Supt. Schools. 

A.H.Collins, S't.U'veyor • 
• • Stuckey ,Dist. Clerk.

Hon. John D. Benedict, 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

lly dear Sir: 

Tulsa, klahoma. 
Sept. 16, 1909. 

Broken 

Your communication addressed to former co. supt. Grimes, 

relative to Federal aid for the common schools, has been handed 

me for at tent ion. 

The districts for white schools all have valuations above 

100, 000. I believe all districts iill maintain at least six 

months of school without aid. Some or all of these would extend 

their terms is case aid could be gotten. But what districts 

would accept aid I am not prepared to say at this time. 

In this connection I wish to call your attention to the 

colored schools of the county. You are doubtless aware of t·he 

arrangement where district school boards contract with oo lored 

teachers and that the county pays teachers salary and all other

expenaes. such 1s the course taken in this county. 

At this time there are ten colored teachers in this 

oounty receiving from $50.00 to 60.00 ,er month for eight

nth 

r.
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The county rents one room for colored school, owns 

tour one room houses, and at this time is completing a fifth 

one room house at a cost of about 750.00. There is also a 

modern four room brick building in course of erection in the 

city of Tulsa, the contract price, ithout furnace, being 

6600.00. 

The county Commissioners are showing a commendable 

spirit towards educating the colored children but are pressed 

to meet the financial demands made upon them. Practically all 

the colored children in the rural districts (not attending the 

four teachers in Tulsa) are Freedmen, If Federal aid can be 

gotten tor these schools, it will aid the ounty much to ards 

better equipping these schools. 

I wish to call your attention to a small colored com­

munity with a view to having you act in the matter if possible, 

at once. 

There are three colored families living in Sections 4 

and 9, Town 20 N, Range 14 E. in TUlsa County, having six child­

ren, and one family in action 10, Town 20 • Range 14 E. in 

B�ers County having ona child. 

Three of these families, I am told, are Freedmen. They 

are too tar from any colored school to attend, and too few in

number to be given a school, under klahoma law. If you can 

do anything for these children, I am sure the aid will not be

improperly directed. 

The districts in which Indians are roost numerous are: 

t 9101 1� 15 17 18 21 28 I enclose separate list from which
t • ' .. , ' ' ' ' • 
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you may get the names and addresses of the district officers. 

I hope you will give the matters mentioned 1n this let­

ter due consideration. 

AJJ.Y other information I can furnish you are welcome to 

call tor, 

Very truly yours, 

Im. Sattgast 

SUPT. PUBLIC INSI'RUCTI N 
TULSA COUNTY OKLAHOMA 

I e Relative to Federal Aid for schools. 
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INCORPORATED TO/N OF MUSKOGEE 

Recorder's Office 

299-D

Muskogee, Ind. Ter., arch 3� 1899 

the Hon. J. Geo. ·,right, 

Indian Inspector, Muscogee, I. T. 

Sir:-

The Town Council of the Incorporated Town of Muscogee 

respectfully ask that you transmit the accompan�ng letter 

of the Interior in such a way as in your jude,n._ent 

insure most �ro�pt and favorable action upon it. 

The Meeting at which the letter was unanimously adopted 

large and thoroughly representative one, and the Council 

eels most strongly and unanimously that the action asked for is 

and if granted that it will be of great 

to the Town. 

The Council would be pleased if you 111 accompany the 

tter with such indorsement as you may feel justified in giving it. 

R. Shackelford

Recorder. 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) Patrick J. Byrne� 

Mayor. 

P1 ot U. s. Ind.Inspector's file No. 156 in office ot Superinten­
nt ot 11Te Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
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Muscogee, I. T., March 1, 1899.

!o the Hon, Secretary or the Interior,

Sir: 

ashington, D. c.

On behalf of a mass meeting of property holders nd 

citisena or the incorporated town of uscogee, Ind. Ter., held on 

Tuesday, February 28, 1899, we have been directed to communicate 

to you the unanimous reques.t of the eople of Muscogee, expressed at 

said meeting, that you should take steps for the immediate appoint­

ment ot a Commission to lay out and plat the site of the Town of 

Muscogee in accordance with the provisions of an act of Congress, 

approyed June 28, 1898 1 entitled ,tAn ct for the protection of the 

people ot the Indian Territory, and for other purposes", and common­

ly known as the Curtis Bill. 

We would respectfully point out some of the reasons for 

urgency about this matter at the present time. The town, hich 

now has a population of about 5000, has gro,m up in the course of 

the past thirty years, without the existance of y authority by 

Whioh ii growth could be directed along regular lines, and proper 

sanitary provisions made. The natural result of this is a want of 

ayatea that is daily felt to be e more serious disadvantage as the 

town developes, and that makes it constantly more difficult > by 
proper drainage. sewaee, etc. to protect the health of the citizens.

e haYe just suffered from a terrible calamity by fire, 
•hioh ha entirely destroyed one half of the business part of the town.

It may be impossible to say whether a proper disposition of streets

and alleys would have enabled us to keep this particular fire within

llar o er limits. but we know that such a disposition is a very

l bl aid in that direction, and is essential to the permanent
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bUilding u� of a town. Many of those whose property as recently

testroyed are substantial citizens, who are anxious to rebuild as 

soon as practicable. They desire, not merely to conform to our 

!own ordinances by erecting buildings of materials not readily

inflamable, but to put up such as �ill be solid and permanent and 

will involve considerable cost. Others are desirous of coming in 

( 

nth similar ideas of building substantially. e would res ectfUlly 

point out that if the Commission can be appointed and surveys made 

before our burned area is rebuilt, the ork of surveying would be 

oonsiderably simplified and its cost proportionately reduced. 

Should the Di: rebuilding be effected before the Cornnission 1s appoint-

d and the survey made subsequently involve the demolition of some 

ot these newly erected buildings, it would plainly be at heavy 

coat and great inconvenience to their owners and occupiers and 

would involve the town in hecvy financial loss as well as a protract­

ed dela.y in its development. It . ould also much increase the 

ditticulty and expense of devis1ng a good sanitary system of 

enge, etc., tor the town. 

In addition to this the rebuilding of the Town on plans 

authoritatively fixed would ive to it a feeling of stability which 

would be a great advantage not to it alone, but also to the �hole 

Territory whose developement is more hindred by its present unstable

llld uncertain conditions than any anything else. 

e would respectfully point out that the agreement entered 

into on February 1, l899 1 
between the awes Commissioners and the
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ereek people is in essential harmony in its revisions for the 

appointment or Townsite Commissioners with the so-called Curtis 

Bill, so that, if Congress should ratify the new agreement it would

not cause any conflict in this matter. e would suggest, however, 

that it it is practicable to so arrange,it, it might be well, 

out or deference to the parties to this agreement, to leave the 

•tter of payment for the land open until Congress has taken action

upon it. Then payment could be arranged for under whichever

legislation the action of Congress may make in fo ce at the time

when the settlement has to be made.

Trusting that you 111 see in the foregoing reasons, to 

which others might be added, sufficient grounds for acceding to 

the request or the people of uscogee, and talcing immediate steps 

tor the appointment or the townsite commissioners as requested, e 

are, 

(SIGNED) 

Yours very respectfully, 

LEO E. B NET, �hairma.n, 
P. PORTER.
F. B. FITE •

• A. DDIN
ILL�. LINTON 

A • .• ROBB. 

Cop ot copy attached to u. s. Ind. Inspector's file No. 156 
in ottioe or Superintendent for Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Ok.Ja. 



INCORPORATED TO 'IN OF MUSKOGEE. 

Recorder's Office. 

Muskogee, Ind. Ter., March 3, 1899 

To the Hon. J. Geo. ri ht, 

Indian Inspector,�usoo ee, I.T., 

Dear Sir:-

The Town Council of the Incorporated Town of Musco ee would 

reapecttully ask that you transmit the accompaning(Sic) letter to the 

See. ot the Interior in such a vay as in your judgment will insure 

moat prompt and favorable action upon it. 

The Meeting at which the letter was unanimously adopted as a 

large and thorou hly representative one, and th Council feels most 

1trongly am unanimously that the action asked for is of rea" import­

anee, and if granted that it Will be of great benefit to the Town. 

The Council would be pleased if yo 11 accompany the letter 

with such 1ndorsement as you may feel justffted in i ving 1 t. 

Your respectfully, 

- _ !Ja.s. !i•_SJ!a.£k,!liord ___ _ 
necorder. 

(lndoraed) Union A ency No.156. Received Mar.6,1899. Office of U.S. 
In41an Inapector for Indian Territory. usco ee, I. T., .arch 3,1899. 
Patrick J. Byrne, ayer. Encloses letter to Secretary, by mass meet­
ingot town citizens, requesting immediate appointment of To nsite
C aion. 
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Musco ee, I. T., arch 1, 1899. 

To The Bon. Secretary or the Interior, 

ashington, D. c.

Sir: 

on beh8lt or a mass meeting of property holders and citizen 
or the incorporated town of usco ee, Ind. Ter., held on Tuesday, 
February 28, 1899, we have b en directed to communicat to 'OU

the unanimous request of the people of 1usco ee, expre ,sed t 
1aid meeting, thet you should take steps for the immediate 
appointment or a Commission to lay out and plat the site of the 
Town or Mu1cogee in accordance 1th th provisions of an act of 
Congress approved June 28/ 1899, entitled "An Act for the protect­
ion ot the people ot the Indian Territory, and for other purposes', 
and eommonly known as the Curtis Bill. 

e would respectfully point out some of the reasons for 
urgency about this matter at the present time. The town, which 
DOW has a population of about 5000, has rown up in the course 
of the past thirty years, Without the existance of any suthority 
by which its growth could be directed along regular lines, and 
proper sanitary provisions made. The natural result of this 
11 a want or system that is daily felt to be a more serious dis­
advantage as the town developes, and that makes it constantly 
110re difficult, by proper draina e, se a e, etc. to protect 
the health ot the citizens. 

e Jlave just suffer d from a terrible calamity by fir , 
which has entirely destroyed one half of the business part of 
the town. It may be impossible to say hether a proper disposi­
tion ot streets and alleys would have enable us to keep this 
particular fire within narro er limits, but e kno th t such a 
di1po1ition is a very valuable said in that direction, and 1s 
esaential to the permanent building up of a town. any of those 
whose property was recentl destroyed ar substantial citizens, 
Who are nxious to rebuild a soon as ract ieable. They desir , 
Dot merely to conform to our town ordinances by erecting 
buildin s or materials not readily inflemable, but to ut up such 
•• will be aolid and permanent and 111 involve considerable cos .
Others are desirous of comin in W1 th similar ideas of build in
tub tent1ally. :e would res otfully oint out th t if th
Coma11e1on can be appointed nd surve s de before our burn d
area 1 rebuilt, the work of surve inR would b considerably
•1mplitied and its cost proportionatel reduced. ,hould 
the rebuilding be effected befor the Commission is ap oint d
and the survey made su equen ly involve the demolition of o e
or these newly erected buildings, 1 t ould pla ·nly 1-e 9t he vy
coat am great inconvenience to their owne s and occupiers 
and would involve the town 1n heavy financial loss as ell as
a protracted delay in its developement. It would also much 
inor a • the difficulty and expense of devising a good sanit ry
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1ystem ot sewage, etc. for the to n. 
Ill addition to this the rebuildin of the Town on plans 

authoritatively fixed would give to it a feeling of stability hich 
would be a great advantape not to it alone, but also to the hole 
Territory whose developement is more hinder db its present 
unstable and uncertain conditions than by anythin else. 

e would respectfully point out that the agreement entered 
into on February 1, 1899, between the Da es Commissioners and the 
Creek people is in essential harmony in its provisions for th 
appointment of Townsite Commissioners 1th �he so-called Curtis 
Bill, so that, if Congress should ratify the ne a reement it ould 
not cause any conflict in this matter. e ould su est, ho ever, 
that if it is practicable to so arrange it, it might be ell, 
out of deference to the parties to this a reeme t, to 1 ave the 
aatter of payment for the land open unt 11 Congress has 
iaken action upon it. Then :payment could be arranged or 
under whichever legislation the action of Congress may make in 
raroe at the time when the settlement has to be made. 

Trusting that you 111 see in the for going r asons, to 
which others might be added, suffidient grounds for acceding to 
the request or the people of Muscogee, am taking immediate steps 
tor the appointment of the townsi te co iijsioners as requ sted, 
we are, 

Yours very respectfully,

(SIGNED.) 

LEO E. BENNET, Chairman. 
P. PORTER.
F. B. FITE.
W. A. MADDIN.

ILLE. LINTON. 
A. • ROBB.
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uscogee ,I.T., ,larch 23rd,1899. 

Mr. Thos.J.Fariss, 

Holdenville, I. T. 

Dear Sir:-

Yours received in which you state that the tom of Holden­

ville is incorporated and that one John Jacobs, an Indian, pro­

poses to imke quit claim deeds for ton lots, and you a::k if he 

has authority to do so. 

In reply I will say that if' r. Jacobs as the original ouner 

ot t.be claim or piece of ground on which the to n is located, 

that he ha.s a right to quit claim any part or portion of it to 

whomsoever he may sell; at least that is the custom, that in 

order to obtain title to a tom lot in t first instant, you 

must acquire it by a:>me kind of pm-chase from the original owner, 

that is to say, the Indian ;vho occupied it at the time the to 

was incorporated or surveyed even before the act of incorporation 

was secured from the u. ·.court. In ot r r d s , so n:e ·1 mus t 

be resorted to by non-citizens to get rid of the Indian's title 

betore be himself cm 1acquire any title. 

J.pproYed; 
;r .Geo.· /right, 

U .s. Indi a.n Inspe c tor • 

(Bndarsed) Union Agency Press book 

Very spe ctfully, 
D.M. is dom,

u • •  Indian gent. 

no. 1-letter 335.Muskogee,Okla. 



JAMI S. JloALLI TER, B.S.M.D. 
LOCAL SURGEON OF 'FRISCO .R. 

To the Hon. J. George right, 

u.s. Indian Inspector.

uskogee, 

Dear Sir:-

38964-A 

Sapulp�, Ind.Tar. 

April 15, 1899. 

Your petitioners, mayor and to �n council of the incor­

porated ton of Sapulpa, I • •  , respectfully, pray: That you 

use your influence� 1th the secretary of Interior to cause a 

townsite commission to be appointed for said to n to act iith 

commissioners from the Creek ation and the town of Sapulpa,I.T., 

in order to get the street question permanently settled, -- .. e 

having had a fire hich destroyed about 2/3 of the business por­

tion or the town believe that now is the only ti e this matter 

could be settled i thout serious conflictions. ,.'e therefore ear­

nestly pray that you give this atter your i ediate attention as 

new buildings are bei g erected in the streets according to the 

existing survey. 

Very eppectfully, 

Cha . 
c .

. 

J. J. 
J. s.

h1taker 
. ,illiams 
Smith 

eu1ter 
• • oA-ellop

--Council 

J es • 'c lester, 
1ayor. 

(lndoraed) Union ��ency t ?64 eceived pril 16, 1899. ffice o

f8• • Ind an Inspector for Indian Territory. Japulpa, I.T. nril 15,
99• James • CA.lester ayer. eti tion of to� n of ,.:iapulpa for 

appointment of townsi te �omr.iis ion.
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1
300-l899. (Copy) 

DEPARTMENT OF T INTERIOR, 

Office of Indian Affairs. 

Washinton, 
April 21, 1899 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

38967-A 

Enclosed, herewith, is a report, of April 15, 1899, from 

Inspector Wright, transmitting the appointment by Patrick J. Byrn, 

Mayor or the town of Muscogee, of John Adams, of !uscogee, to be the 

town-aite commissioner on behalf of the town under the provisions 

of section 15 of the Curtis Act. 

Inspector right also transmite a communication, of April 14, 

1899, in which the Principal Chief of th Creek Nation declines to 

make the appointment on behalf of the Nation. In his report 

Inspector right discusses the action taken by him and the conf r­

enoe had with the Principal Chief ith a vie to securin the ap­

pointment by him of the Commission r for the Nation. 

In �iew of the fact that • Tuttle is no on duty and is 

awaiting the appointment of his collea ues to proceed to th Indian 

Territory after he shall have received his instructions, the office 

believea that the s1 tuation w1 th respect to the appointment of a 

OIDlliaaioner on behalf of the Creek Nation is such as would arrant 

ihe Department in exercising its prero ative and appoint the third 
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,oaataaioner to act in place of the one which should have been ap­

pointed by the Prineipal Chief, and I therefore recommend that this

third eomaisaioner be appointed by you so that the commissioners may

be enabled to enter upon their duties in the near future. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

w. A. Jones,

(I,S,14,) Commissioner. 

P.



D E P A R T M E N T O F T H E I N T E R I O R.

WASHINGTON. 
April 24, 1899. 

1. George Wright,

Sir: 

u. s, Indian Inspector
tor the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, I. T. 

38967-B 

F. 

I am in receipt of your communication of the 15th instant 

relative to the action or the Principal Chief of the Creek Na­

tion in declining to appoint a townsite commissioner under the 

provisions or Section 15 or the Act of Congr as approved June 

as, 1898, (30 Stat., 495), in which you report that on t e 6th 

instant, in reply to our request, the Principal Chief advised 

you: 

"Will say that this office at an. time be r ady to appoint 
one member of the Muska ee Nat ion to act as Commissioner in lay­
ing and platting the to n of uskogee. Please advise this office 
at once when the appointment is made by the Secretary of the 
Interior.• 

You further state that said Chief failed to desi n_te the 

appointee trom the tribe, and on the 10th instant you wrote 

a king that he make an appointment not later than the 13th, and 

that aaid Chier advised you in riting "that the party he had 

elected had declined the appointment," and that he ould visit 

JOU to oonter on the subject. You further state that on the 
13th instant you had a conference w1 th the Principal Chief, ( in 

the preeence or his attormy), at which time he informed you 

hath Would make the appointment provided "he was assured no 

appra1ae11ent or lots would be made until after the treaty as 
at1t1 d or confirmed, which assurance was iven." You



-2-

turtber state that his said atto�ney advised the Chief "not to

make the appointment, and thereupon the Chief declined," and :vou

tran mit hia letter containing said declination. 

In the letter of the Principal Chief dated th 14th in.stant, 

he requests that action be deferred until after the ensuing 

election on the treaty recently made by the Commission to the 

Five Tribes and the Commission duly appointed in behalf of the 

Creek people.• He further states: . 

"PerJlit me, therefore, to decline to appoint a townsite
CODlllissioner at this time, and I \\t>uld respectfully request that 
no a1tlon I• taken by you in the matter until ·aft r our el otion 
OD tlle Treaty• whioh as you know, we hold on the first day or

1, ·nert.
•After the result of the election on said Treaty 1s known,

tither 1 ta ratification or re jecti.on, I 111 be ready to ms ke 
the appointment." 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in reporting upon your 

hid oomm.unication and enclosures, ctates: 

win view of the tact. that • Tuttle is no on dut .r nd is
awaiting the appointment of his colle ues to proceed to the
Indian Territory after he sh 11 have received his instructions, 
he ottice believes that the situation i th respect to the ap-. 

po1n'tllent or a commissioner on behalf of the Creek Nation is 
au h aa would warrant the DepartIIEnt in exercisin its prerog -
t1•e and appoint the third commissioner to act in place of the 
one Which should have been appointed by the Principal Chi ,"

and he recommends that said third commissioner be appointed so

that the commissioners may be enabled to enter upon their duti s

1n the near future •

The objection made by the Principal Chief to the appoint­

ent of a commissioner at this time is ithout great force, for 

th reaaon that the Department decided, under the peculiar cir­

wu,ano s atiending the condition of affairs in usco ee, that 
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the townaite commissioners should be appointed under section 15

or said act, and proceed as soon as practicable to perform the

dutiel imposed upon it by law under rules and regulations pre­

scribed by the Secretary of the Interior. Besides, should the

agreement recently made with the Creek Nation be ratified at

the eleetion to which reference is made b the Principal Chief,

the agreement would still require legislative ratification by

Congress betore its provisions would become final.

I have, therefore, to advise you that • Benjamin Marshall

ha1 this day been appointed, the Principal Chief having declined

and refused to appoint a townsite commission r, as required by

Hid section 15.

A eopy or the report or the Commissioner of Indian Affairs

11 enclosed herewith. 

Ind.Ter .Di T.

1193-99. 
l enclosure

Through the

Respe ctrully, 

Tbos. R. Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs.

(Bndoraet) Union A ency NO. 158. Received ay L,1899. Office of • s.

Indian Inapector for Indian Territory. ashin ton,April 24,1899.
-�e retary---Benjamin arshall appointed wosnite (Sic} Commission r,
tor Ku oogee.
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Bristo,, I.T. pril 25th, 1899. 

To-

Hoh. J. Geo. right. 

Indian Inspector. 

uskogee, I. o 

-- e understand by reading of the "Curt is Bill" that :1e have the 

authority of appointing one of the commissioners to serve on and 

connection with the town site commission for the appraisement of 

the same in the town of Bristo·, Indian Territory. 

By the authority so invested in me, I hereby appoint 

Mr. Benjamin Young as tow. site c mmissioner for and in the town 

or Bristow, I.T. and respectfully petition your honor to appoint 

or cause the said .r. Benjamin Young to serve us on this commis­

sion; he being a citizen of the to 1n, not interested in any prop­

erty other than his individual residence within the town, and is 

fully competent to attend to any duties entrusted or placed upon 

him. 

Attest A. B. llen. 
RECOR .,,R. 

PROVED: 

R. H. dams 

• H. Purdy

F. ilea

�. C. C TNELL
comctt. 

Petitioner 
C. o. Crane
red Cook

names. ccup'n 
rerchant 
Carpenter 

etitioners names 
H. H. Bogle 
R. L. Hi gins

ccup 1 n 
r.rerchant
:M.D.



Petitioners names 

H. • ilea
c. l. Rigneg
1. L. Goodman

• G. Earl
Chas Saeger 
l. D. Rigneg
N. H. lli derbrand
R. J. s. Nidmere
Jas. aokin

-2-

Occup'n 

City ,:arshal 
Clerk 
Teamster 
Hotel 

sst. P. :\. 
Clerk 
Carpenter 
carpenter 

iller 

etitioners ames 

a. R. Bogle
R. DCE oon
L. · einer
Leon arpe 
Bre ster uly 

• • • Parker
J. P. Guthrie 
John Case 
J. �. r.:er shon

• B. Cooper

Occup'n 

1.:erchant 
Clerk 
,erchant 

Do 

Do 

·ar.
Gardener
L table
Sculpter
Dairyman

(Endoaaed) Union Agency 1
" 858 Received pril 2'7, 1899. ff ice 

ot U.S. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Bristow, I.T. 
lpril 25, 1899. ayor and council. ---- ppoints Ben·amin Young 
,o be towns! te commissioner. 



MAJ. JORN FOR Et DE.; D.

rounder of El Reno and Former Indian i hter. 

38979-

El Reno, Okla., July 14.--Major John • oreman, founder of 

El Reno and one of the pioneers of Oklahoma and Indian Territory, 

died here today. In 1861 he enlisted at L ence, Kas., ·as 

a ceptain and �!terwards as made a major. He engaged in 

JD8Jl1 battles and was ·1ounded number of times. 

In 186• he � s commander of Fort Gibson, -. T., 

and gained quite a reput tion s an Indian fighter. t the 

opening ot Oklahoma proper in 1889 he secured the land upon 

which El Reno is built. 

(Copied trom The Ti es-Record, Black ell, Okla., July 20, 

1899, p. 2, col. 2 

•••••• 

EXPIRES. 

Last Friday morning jor John • Foreman, one of 

El Reno's prominent citizens, dep rted this life at his home 

in this city at the ripe old ge of eighty years. The G • •  R. 

had charge of the funeral services �hich took pl ace sa turd y 

atternoon, Rev. onroe officiating. .fajor Anderson, commanding 

otficera at Fort Reno, sent over a firing squad and trumpeter to

attend the funeral hioh was 1 rgely attended by old soldiers 

and many other friends of the deceased. 

Personally we never knew a more energetic old gentle­

man than Major Foreman. He rras lw ys en aged in \70rk that 

wou.1. result in the betterment or the city, and up to the time 

ot hia last illness, rhich 7 s of only t enty-rour hours dura-
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tion, he waa looking arter the public's interests. He lived 

in the northeast pa.rt of town on forty acres which is a 

position of the quarter section now occupied by the city, 

and which he filed on several years ago, but ,ms defeated after 

three ye ra agitation. He was one of the pioneers of Oklahoma 

and an early settler of this city. 

(Copied from El Reno Democrat, July 20, 1899, P• 5, col. 2 

•••••• 

OR F REM.! DE! D. 

Last Friday morning, Ha jor John • oreman, one of the

founders ot El Reno nd one of the pioneers of Indian and 

Oklahom territories, died, after a short illness, at his home 

in this city. 

Major .oreman as born in the state of re York in 

1825. He resided in anada during his boyhood d ys nd later 

in Kansas, but prior to the r of the rebellion, he lac ted 

in Indian Territory, and t the outb�e k of the ar, entered 

the Union army as ca.pt 1n and af ternard w s mad.e ma jar. He 

engaged in many battles and s wounded number of times. 

In 1864 he ras commander of Ft. Gibson, I. T., and 

gained quite reputation as an Indi n fighter. t the opening 

ot Oklahoma proper in 1889 he secured the land u:pon hich El 

Beno ia built. His widow nd his only child, 1liss Gertrude

till reside upon portion of the claim. 

pri 

b 

jor ForE1Dan has been identified i th every enter­

tor the adnneement of El eno and Oklahom , and will 

tl1 miaaed in business and social circles. 

He was one ot the ch rter members of the Presbyterian 
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euroh and contributed the first $100 toward its erection. 

H• loved his fellow men and had a helping hand. 

�eral services ere conducted in the Presbyterian 

Church, Saturday, and his mort l remains laid to rest in 

south Hill cemetery, by the G. A. R. of El Reno. 

He w s  followed to his last resting place by a 

1 rge concourse of friends. 

(Copied from El Reno eekly Globe, July 21, 1899, p.5 pol. 4 

• • • • 
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UNITED STATES rr:nIAN SERVICE, 

Union Agency, 

Muskogee, 7-25, 1881. 

Bon, Saml. Cheoote, 

Prin, Chier Creek Nation. 

ir: 

39156 

I have the honor to report th t license h s been 

granted to J. J... Foreman to do busine·ss t ?'i.l.uskogee from 

luly 27
1 1881, until �uly 27, 1882. 

Very respectfully 

Jno. Q. TUfts 

U. s. Ind. ·gent.

(Copie trom Creek-Traders, in archives OHS) 



Maj. John Foreman left Friday for the ast, via

st. Louis, pre:posing, we understand, to take in ·vashington, 

Philadelphia, and ew York before returning. The ajor 

is the worthy and efficient President of the International 

Agricultural Society of the Indian Territory, and is fully 

posted in reg rd to aff irs ong the Indian people. 

(Copied from The Indian Journ 1, June 29, 18?6, p. 3, col. 3 

• • • • • •  

Mrs. _annie Lacy ras a Commissioner from .uskogee to 

secure the best pos i ble displ �· of ladies' work, sue 1 s 

spinnin, etc., at the Intern tion 1 � 1r in Oct. 1976

See The Indi n Jour1 1 Sep. 14, 1875, p. 3, col. 6 

' ' , 

The ate m mill of aj. Foreman will begin work this week. Corn 

and wheat will be 7 ound nd cotton ginned. 

See Indian Journal, Sep. 21, 1876, p. 3, col. 4 

• • • • •

JI See cotton is worth from 2 to 2½ cents per pound at 

Maj. Foreman's gin. 

Maj. Foreman received his first load of cotton this se son, 

from Mrs. Coody, ednesd y last, 20th inst. 

The new stock yard t this place, of l aj. For n, will be 

Posaeaaed ot ample conveniences for penning, watering and feeding 

cattle, and for lo ding twenty cars per day. 

Maj• Foreman's mill is nor ready for ma kin first-class flour 

e.nd corn meal. His new forty horse poyter Efl! i"fa�, with a boiler 

or to tr-eight inches by fifty feet, f ve e ' 
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Todd' three feet burrs, fine bolting cloths, elevator, 

and Vandergritt's separ tor for cle nsing and dusting 

wheat, are all of the best quuity. 

(See Indian Journal, Sept. 28, 18?6, p. 3, col. 4 • 

• • • • • 

Closing of the ,air. 

The International Fair of the Indian Territory, 

closed its third �nnual meeting, Friday, the 20th instant. 

Taken as a 1hole, it was decided success • ••• 

the untiring and determined spirit of aj. John • Foreman 

the president, is le.:- rgely due the success of the air • ••• 

(See Indian Journal Oct. 26, 1876, p. 2, col. 2 

•••• 

J. A. Foreman received •xDtxribbon at International air of 

1876, for best ye rling bull, ribbon for best Chester iliite swine, 

ribbon for Cots mld ram, ribbon for best er de sheep, 

ribbon for cotton gin, 

See Indian Journal Oct. 26, 18?6, p. 2, col. 5 

• • •

Maj. J. A. Foreman placed on the ground for inspection, by the 

publ.:o, e t:eedle Cotton Gin, m ufactured by the Reminington 

achine Jerks and which he is nou acing in his mill. It 

looka to be an excellent machine and we shall soon see ho 'I it 

work , as 1 t ,1111 be in aper tion next. .. eek. 

See Indian Journal Oct. 26, 1876, p. * 3, col. 7. 



:ur. Dresback, lately ith J. A. Foremun, has set 

up a new mill one mile from Muskogee, and is prepared to grind

corn /not legible/ as offered. The toll for grinding/ / 

that provided by the Creek Nation/ / now filling a contract 

for the Nation/ / sav 1111 be in place this week,/ 

will be prepared to saw lumber for his customers. 

(Copied by The Indian Journal, June 1, 1876, p. 3, col. 1 

• • •

Theo Lacy, Butcher Shop, (East side R. R., Muskogee 

(copied from The Indian Journ l June 1, 1876, p. 1, col 2 • 

• • • 

Flouring 1111 & Cotton Gin

(E. side, adjoining R. R. track) 

Musko ee, I. T. 

J. A. Foreman - Proprietor 

Ia prepared to make fine �-,he t flour and corn meal, 

Ground feed for sale. 

(Copied from The Indian Journal, June 1, 1876, p. 1, col. 2 

• • • • •

The International Fair at luscogee for 1880 was in 

every respect sucoess. The untiring energy of essrs. J • •  

I

loreman and Joshua Ross of that place has made the air '!hat it 

1a. •••Mr. Foreman or r. Could not be dispensed ith • • •• 

(Copied from Cherokee. dvocate, Oct. 6, 1880, p. 3, col. 2 

•••• 



PUblic spirited J •• Foreman)
0

hose enterprise 
8 

much ot the prosperity of this little to ·m is due. Has 

dde a lasting t blet that will keep his memory green in the 

1• r1 to come, besides furnishing shade for his and our 

children's ohildren has set out two ro s of forest trees 

on Cherokee street, the entire length. his shade continue 

with us till their shade shall meet and their branches 

inte"mingle in loving caress, across the high ay. 

(See The Indian Journal, March 22, 1877, p. 3, col. 2 

••• • 

Flouring ? ill 
and 

Cotton Gin 
East side, adjo:ning R.R. Track, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

J. A. Foreman, - Proprietor 

Is prepared to make fine 1heat flour and corn 
meal, gin cotton, etc. 

(See The Indian Journal, March, 21, 1877, p. l,col. 2 

•••• 

Free Ferry. 

Merch nts and hotel keepers of uskogee have entered 

into a con tr aot with Col. .: • p. Ross to trun sfer all people 

or the territory in wagons and carria es over his ferry 

acroa A.rkanaaa river, free of charge from pril 23d to 

December 31st 1877, Sund ys excepted. For this service Col. 

I. P. Roa is to receive one dollar per day, Sundays excepted.

The following merchants and hotel keeprs have sub­
aaribed and agreed to pay the sums set opposite their names 

-
lohn • :roremu

et . 

oun t· dper week 
1,80 

( e Indians Journal May 3, 1877, P• 3, ool. 1 



Bake , Hi tlage &no sa 
1ame Mitchell 
Major Stroke7 
J. A. Patterson 
E. Lau imer 
J. s. Atkin son
Kincaide & Co
Lacy & Co

Total 

2. 

� 1.50 
.60 
60 
30 
30 
36 
30 

30 

,;p6,00 

(Copied from Indian Journal, May 3, 1877, p. 3, col. 1 

• • • • • 

Flour, It was mde by J • •  Foeme.n, of Muskogee, from ne 

wheat, and hen you find a mill in any State or Territory 

that can beat it, then do she did and s nd it to the Journ l 

office, and we will be convinced, one hundred pound sack, 

remember. 

flour. 

Until you find th t mill, buy Foreman's 

(Copied from Indian Journal Sep. 1, 187?, p. 3, col. 1 

• • • • 

nflower 

J. A. Foreman exhibited 15 Cotwwold Rams at International jair 

or 1877. He addressed the ar on ''On the Progress and 

dntanges or Fairs." He lso exhibited hogs and sheep. 

See Indian Journal Sep. 29, 1877, p. 2, col. 2-3 

• • •

slfj. 
He received pretit•m for one cow and calf; one Chester v,hi te so 

5-"� (:-;;..-
and pig; one Cotswold Ewe; one Southdown e; one b le cotton 

t�o �_,\...\� tallest corn,' 14 feet; red paper; 2 sacks er Sunflower Flonr 

Jira. Foreman received premium for a cake. 

t the uotion sale J. • Foreman sold 2 fine Cots old sheep 

tor. 23.00, also one Berkshire bo r.

story oak made by Mrs. J. A. Foreman w s eaten by the 



Lao7 a awarded Blue ribbon for one Berkshire Boar. 

c. 1. Poreman n.a awarded blue ribbon for one Cotswold. Ewe.

C 111 o-111 •n was also awarded blue ribbon for one co and• .De �-

ealfe 

see Indian Journal Oct. 6, 1877, :P• 3, col. 3-4 



• '!heo ore L cy presented her husband a prize-it all

00 re on the 13th. Both mother and son doing well.

Theodore ride with a lighter heart. 

see Indi n Journal Oct. 27, 1877, p. 3, col. i 

.1.rtr. J. A. Foreman has returned from the illers Convention. 

He a a highly pleased -� nd gu ined many ne r ideas. 

ot Sunflower flour is now on exhibition there. 

(See Indian Journal lune 17, 1880, p. 3, col. 2 

• • • • 

is b ro.nd 

Jor Joraman will receive this week a ne 60 sa cotton sin. 

See Indian Journal Sep. 16, 1880, p. 3, col. 1 

• ••

In the sale at auction of fine sheep one Cotswold buck, 

bred by Col. A. MoClintock, Kentucky, was sold to J• • 

Foreman for 65. 

One Cotswold ram raised by J. _l. Foreman was sold to O'Connor 

tor �. 

(See Indian Journal Sep. 30, 1880, p. 3, col. � 

• • ••



Maj. J. A. Foreman has been looking after his interests 

near Pottsboro, Texas, during the pa.st week. 

See Indian Journal, June 2l., 1883, p. 5, col. 1 

• • • •••

A valuable horse belonging to �ajor Foreman fell 

.. hile running through John Ross' cornfield last onday, 

throwing his rider and breaking his left. The horse also 

had one or his legs broken. 

See Indian �ournal, Jan. 24, 1884, p.5, col. 2 

trip to 

their 

••••• 

Maj. Jno • •  Forein n has returned from. a months 

ashingtor. He r9:Ports the prevailing opinion that 

111 be no legislation affecting the Territory this session 

as both parties ere afraid to take y steps that might be 

used against them in the caning presidential election. 

See Indian lournal Feb. 2B, 1884, P• 5, col. 2 

• • • •  

Maj. J • •  Foreman paid Dall s, Tex s, a visit 

during the Stockmen's Convention, end says any one can have a 

good time among the co men whether they want to or not. 

See Indian Journal, March 20, 1884, P• 5, col. 2 

••••• 

Maj. Foreman ill leave in the course of three reeks 

for ichita, Texas, here he ill make his home in the future. 

The town ia the present terminus of the art orth, Denver and 

Bio G 4 , about twelve miles from the Territory line, and the 

2 
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113or 1 Tery enthusiastic over the v: ter power there. 

see Indian Journal, March 20, 1884, :P• 5, col. 3 

•••• 

In treating or El Reno vre r.;rill enter somewh t &.nto 

the history of its settlement and rapid gro th. El Reno's 

townaite as everybody knows consists or a part of the homeste d 

entries ot Major John • Foreman, Thomas Jensen and James 

Thompson, the first plat being on · • Foreman's land. The 

townsite at present embraces 320 acres thich as been proved up 

under ae tion 22 of the organic ot hiot allo ho este ders to 

change their entries b· paying 10. per acre. The government 

re erving 10 acres trom each quarter for public park. on

Jul7 11th 1890 the plats of El Reno were filed in the 

Kingtiaher land office where they were approvad and forwarded 

to the Secretary ot the Interior. They ere certified in 

triplicate and returned to the Oklahoma City land office. 

llajor loreman made final proof on his quarter on the 16th day 

or November 1890, at Oklahana City, and deposited the 1,500 

there for a payment o� his patent. This money rill be returned 

and uaed in a school building for El Reno • ••• 

It would be impossible to write a history of El Reno 

e.nd her progrea w1 thout mentioning the name of jor John • 

Foreman., the claimant upon whose land the business part of the 

ci"t7 la built. j. Por n is a man thorou hly oquainted 

W1 eYery condition existing in the territory, havin loc ted 
at rt. Gib n Creek ation, 1n 1865, and remained citizen

0 th ation until his departure for this section. , just 
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prior to the opening of the country. During the great civil 

st it• he led a regiment of Cherokee Indians in defense of the 

federal cause, and from that time has been directly interested 

in the affairs of the territory. 1 though a man of me ture years 

when the cry "On to Oklahoma" sounded tbro\.igh the land, be was

not the last to join the forces and march to te line. 

The morning of the 22nd of April found him in the s ddle ready 

tor the race. In that mad rush he ma.de hi choic , but scarcely 

had the oloud of dust alee.red aw y, uhen enemies ppeared to 

di1turb his possession, they thought it a good place to build 

I oit7; they saw in this location a high com.znanding :plateau 

Just above the beautiful Can dian river; they sa Fort Reno 

and the Darlington agency to the north west; they had to but 

011t their eyes along the line to see the Rock Island grade stakes; 

the :problem was solved, it rnuld be the key to the situation 

Ind the depot of supplies for the great southwestern country. 

The tight s rn.ged ·1i th a remorseless energy �hey knew no 

bounds, no rest. Every :plan kno m to man or devil, '18.s 

broUght into service. Pluto had unch in ed. end turned loose 

hia aerTanta who dealt only in the darkest crimes nd kne no 

limit to their greed. 

Several trips ere made by • Forem n to ashington, 

in the interest of El Reno and by his work the ct permitting 
the payment ot ten dollars per acre for lands in townsi tes,
the Prooee4a to be added. to the school fund, was passed,

thua putting 3,200 in the El ·Reno school nd. Victory was 

hi t lut when the u. s. Land Offiee issued the final receipt 

to the cl imant nd warr nty deeds were turned out to the 

h.••111111·• ot ertiticntea and quit claims. Mr. Foreman's interest 



... 

iD Reno 1 very heavy and much may, be looked for from

hill ill th tu ture in doing al.l he can to make her the mo st 

i,o erful of the cities ot Oklahoma. 

se Oklahoma De .. erat, Deo. 26, is91, p. i, col.� 1, 4 & 5 

• • • ••

jor Foreman is progressing finely rith his first 

two booka of title. It is a good thing for El Reno that the 

title problem is detinitely settled. 

See Oklahoma Democrat, ug. 1, 1891, p. 4, col. 1 

• • • • 

jor rohn A. Foreman ras one of the Trustees of the 

Presbyterian Church of El Reno '7hen it w s org nized J n. 25, 

1891 

See Oklahoma Democrat, ug. 15, 1891, p. 1, col. 2 • 

• • • •

The firm of Shermerhorn & Esperson w s located in the 

last room ot Major Foreman's land off'i ce building. 

See Oklahoma Dmoor t, Aug. 15, 1891, p. 4, col. 2 • 

• • • •

jor Foreman is again in the office giving deeds to 

11 Reno Real estate.

Se Oklahoma DemOO!r t , Sep. 5, 1891, P• 4, col. 2.

• • • • 
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11a�or or n is gradually caining strength and is rapidly

issuing de to 1 1 Reno Town Lots. 

see (k].ahoma nanoorat, Sep. 12, 1891, p. 4, 1. 2

••••• 

John A. Foreman and I. Jalonick, Sr., desire to en ge the 

servioea ot a first class brick maker at once. They 

will contract for 250,000 brick to be used in El Reno brick 

buildings. 

See Oklahoma Demo era t, Sep. 26, 1891, p. 7, col. 1 

•••• 

llajor ForeDl8n is erecting several ne 'l office rooms adjoining 

his land ottioe. 

See Oklahoma Democrat, Nov. 21, 1891, p. 3, col. 1 

•••• 

Muscogee owes n:uch of her prosperity to John '-• Foreman. The 

Indiana ho proved him in v1 r, like him in pe ce. 

See Cherokee Advo ce.te, May 4, 1883 

• • • 

J. lohn • Foreman, the f ther and its st nding president

fro• 1 t inception t111 my election. by R. L. Owen 

lndi n Journ 1, ug. 2, 1883, P• 5, col. 5.
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3. l. • Poraan awarded Hay eon tract by Post at Fort

LI T 1fO •

• !hf Indian Journal, Aug. 9, 1883, p. 5, col. 4 • 

• • • •



lfl.J• John A. Poreme.n was awarded a Blue Ribbon at the 

Indian International Fair, Sep. 29, 1882, for xu a 

the besi aotnold ra, also a pr6mium for the best 50 lbs

ot flour-.

(See Cherokee Advocate, Oct. 13, 1882, p. 2, col. 5 

• • ••

1!JB 

The election or officers of the Indian International Agricultural 

society and Fair Associa ion, had at Muscogee, I. T., the 12th 

inst., resulted in the choice of R. L. Owen, President, N. B. 

Moore Treasurer, and ;foshua Ross, Secretary. Maj. John A. 

Foreman, who served the Society so long and well as its Pres­

ident declined re-election. The Society passed a resolution 

highly complimentary to the Major for his long and faithful 

servicea. • .• 

(See Cherokee Advocate Feb. 16, 1883, P• 8, col. 2 • 

• • • 



The millers of the world Tiill meet at Cincinnati 

ay 31st, with samples ot grain, flour, etc. It is expected 

'1000 millers will com:pete in the exhibition, over ?00 of 

whom will be from foreign countries. 

Maj. J. --• Forelllfln, of Muskogee, rlll represent 

the Indian Territory and has already sent forward 100 lbs 

or hia sunflower brand m de from 1he t raised in the creek 

Nation by Wm. isher, a member of the Creek National Council. 

Rolle Le is ill send sample of 1880 whe t. If the sample 

sent by Mr. Foreman equals the s ck sent to the Journal 

offi�e it ill be hard to bet. 

( Copied from Indian Journal, y O, 1880, p. 4, col. 2 

• • • •  

From 292 sheep Mr. J • •  Fore n of this village 

realized 568 from the wool, an verge over 1.90 cents 

each. Some of his ye rling lambs she red 8 lbs to 11-1/4 

lbs e ch. Figure for yourself the profits of sheep raising 

(Copied from Indi n Journ 1 � Apr. 29, lbBO, P• 5, col. 2 

• • •  

MUSC03-EE FAIR 

The Tin th .. \nnUE 1 Indian In•ernational _iair 

closed Friday last, at .uscogee. • •• j. J. • Foreman, Pres-

ident Joshua Ross, Secret ry, nd Judge N. ]oore, hovever, 

deserve much credit for their long, faithful nd efficient 

eervices to the Association. 

(Copied from Cherokee .dvooate, Oot. 6, 1882, P• 2, col. ! • 

• • • 



R.B. 

DEPARTMENT OF T9E INTERIOR 
'

Jlr. J. George right, 

Indian Inspector, 

iashington, 

Musco ee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

Au ust 10, 1899. 

38981-A 

In answer to our letter of the 5th inst nt I ould sa that 

although it had been deemed inadvisable to be in to nsite ork for 

recent fire at a oner and the r presentations of the ur ent n ds 

of that town, it has finally been decided to appoint a Commission 

there for at least a e months work. 

Your tele ram of the 9th instant advises the Department that 

the Principal Chief reco nizes the Curtis Act and insists u on his 

appointment of Procter under that Act. It seems therefore best un­

der all circunstances to accept and to ratif the apuointment made 

by the Chief. 

Very respectfully, 

Through the 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Tho. R. Ryan 

Actin Secretary. 

(Endorae4) Union A ency No.303.Received Aug.14,1899.0ffice of u.s.

Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashin ton,Au ust 10,1899. 
Secretary--- 111 appoint townsite commission for agoner,and ratify 
Chiet•s selection of Toney Proctor. 



D E P A T ! E T F T H •' I N T E R I O R. 
I SHI TGTO • 

December a, 18 9. 

38981-B 

vn1ted States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

Sir: 

Referring to departmental letter of tlc 5th instant, refer­

ring to you (Sic) copy of a letter from J. • zevly, Special In-

pector, transmitting a letter from Benjamin 1·arshall, of the .. us­

cogee Townsite Commission, relative to the affairs of said com­

mission and the lack of concerted action among its members, and 

directing you to make a report and recomriendation thereon, our 

attention is invited to a letter of the epartment on ...,eptember 2, 

1899, addressed to the omrilissione r 0.1 Indi n � ff airs, ackno•,vled­

g1ng the receipt of a com...:unication from the cting commissioner, 

aaking recommendation upon the report of the ''o�msite Commission 

for the Choe taw ation, also upon the report of the si:e cial in­

apector concerning said comr ission. The special inspector reported 

that the chairmen of the commissions for the Choctaw and Chicka-

aaw nations and, also, for uscogee, "seem to think that the com­

�ssioners appointed by the Indian tribes in the Chocta1 and Chick­

asaw Nations, and b the Indian tribes and the to ,n at r.uscogee, 

are merely supernumeraries, and that the hole authority and res­

ponsibility is vested in them, they being the chairmen of said 

eommissio ns and bonded of ""'icers. " 

The .L-.cting Cor.unissioi er r eco ended that n they all ought 

advised that the commissioners \ ho ser e with the huve as 
oh responsibility and as much authority as they have, that they

Ught to be consulted upon 11 points, and that all mail addressed 

as chairmen of their commissions is intended for the whole 
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., __ lssion, and should immediately be accessible to all members

ot the commission and to such other per ons connected · th the

,ark as 1 t 1s necessary should see it. 11 

The Department advised the om.missioner of Indian nffairs 

hat "it believed that it will be only necessary to call the at­

tention of the Chairman of the Commission to the position ih at 

each occupies by virtue of his designation as Chairman." 

The Department is advised that the Commissioner instructed 

the Chairman of each of said commissions in accordance with the 

,tews above expressed. In your investigation you ill ·ascertain 

and report whether each member of the to nsi te commission at .. us­

cogee was duly advised of said instructions to the Chairman, and, 

1r so, then there should not be any difficulty in pushing the 

work forward to completion, since, under the instructions above

indicated, the action of � majority of the commissioners must 

control, and each commissioner will be held personally respon-

ible for his action with regard to the duties imposed upon the 

townai te commission under the instructions of the epartment. 

Respectfully, 

hos. R. Ryan. 

Ind.Tar.Div. cting Secretary.
2527, 3520-1899. 

l doreed) Union •. :.>ency ,; 440, received ec.. 15, 1899. ff ice of
• s. Indian Inspector fo I.T. ashi::1.�ton, • c. Dec. 8, 1899.
ecretary. Rel. to investi ation and report concerning :Uscogee 
0wns1te Commission.



DEPARTM NT OF THE INT � 

ashing ton. 

I OR. 

March 2?, 1900. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

For the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. 

38984-A 

On the mth instant your recommendation, concurred in 

by the Commissioner o:r Indian Affairs, that 11 tre townsi te com­
missions be instructed to report to and be under the supervi­
sion ot the United tates Inspector located in the Indian Terri­
tory and report through him to the Departn:ent, hich ould en­
able the Inspector to proceed iruediately to any to n to inves­
tigate and ad just, if possible, any differences between them, 
the oommissi on, and the to n rep re sen ta ti ves, and also ascer­
tain betore pla. ts of any town are for arded to the apartment 
that the sane are satisfactory to all concerned", was approved. 

You are, therefore, advised that on arch 23, 1900, the 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs transmitted t� "completed plat" 

or the townsi te of agoner, Creek Nati on, Indian Terri tar y, sub­

mitted by the townsite commission, together 'th field notes, 

attidavi ts, plats, etc. 

The area of the town is given as 3,324.59 acres. Three 

reservations for parks are shown, aggregating 11?.88; one con­

taining 91.54 acres, another 14.14 acres, and a third 12.20 

acres. It is observed that streets have been extended through 

tba parka. This does not appear to be proper. 

The exterior boundaries of t townsite do not follo 

\he linas or the GoverIIDBnt township survey. The Commissioner 
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states that, apparently, the corporate limits of the to n have

been made by this survey the exterior boundary of tbe to nsi te, 

"except where it has been extended outside and beyond sue h c or­

porate limits"; that the streets have been surveyed, in many 

instances, w:i. th regard to present improvemm ts, and in some in­

stances without regard to uniformity; that tm lines of the lots 

have not been extended al iays to the streets, mentioning those 

lots in b1ocks 471, 474, and 492 as examples; that few blocks 

are subdivided into lots as required by departmental instructions, 

and that there is little to recomrrend this plat for favorable 

consideration by the Department. 

He al.so states that he is of the opinion that tbe park of 

91.54 acres should be reduced; that 15 acres would make a park 

of sufficient size, attention being called to the fact that under 

the law tb!t Nati on 1s to receive only ten dollars per acre for 

lands taken for parks, which would be doubtless very much less 

than the sane land would bring if subdivided into lots. 

He :f'urtber states that too part of the town north of Pecan 

Street between Main Street and Gertrude Avenue, appears to have 

been laid off, so far as the streets are concerned, ith but 

little attention tot� rre.tter of uniformity; that an effort 

should be rmde to continue the Pecan, Black Jack "Bois Dare", 

Cotton, Cherry, Ash, Cypress, Rose and Beach Streets, on regular 

lines through this section. 

Be also says that the oomm1ss1on has failed to comprehend 
the requirements of the Department in the matter of subdividing
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bloOkl into lots; that apparently no attempt as made to secure 

uni:tormi ty in t� size of lots removed from the business part 

ot the town; that tie platting of certain lots of irregular 

sizes aid shapes cannot be arranted by the "existing conditions". 

Whila doubtless he is correct, in many instances, in hat he 

has concluded as to this map, the Department would not feel jus­

t1:ried in undertaking to give specific instructions until the 

commission has had an opportunity to be heard. The to nsite com­

mission at .Muscogee, in the Creek ation, was instructed, on 

August 12, 1899, that the Department "sees no reason hy lots 
not occupied should not be, ordinarily, of uniform size, and 
there appears to be no reason why the instructions of July 1, 
1889, in regard to t .b3 to n of Cale (no Sterrett) Choctaw 
Nation, * * * * should not apply to i:uscogee" * * * 

"It understands that portion o.f too law which directs that 
in surveying townsi tes the commission shall conform 'to the 
existing surveys so far as may be' to merely mean that such 
commissioners sbal.l observe the existing conditions as to 
streets, a.l.leys, eto. as far as practicable, with due regard 
to present holdings. It clearly as not intended that parties 
who had made valuable improvements as are known to exist at 
Muscogee, even i:f' on tracts of considerable size, and who 
doubtless

t 
in most instances, have had possession for years ith­

out any o jection on the part of t� na. ti on, should be dis­
turbed, except where their demands are unreasonable, by the 
subdivision of such tracts into 'occupied' and 'unoccupied' 
lots. Nor is it observed how the nation could be benefited 
by such plan of survey as you propose if your sufgestions as 
to what constitute improvements are correct * * * * * 

"The law does not state anything as to t� size of lots, 
and apparently g1 ves the nation anple protection through the 
matter o:f' appraisem,nt, and in providing that lots containing 
only :f'enc1ng, tillage, and temporary buildings should be class­
ed as unimproved and sold to too highest bidder." 

Apparently too /agom r townsi te commission bas made these 

instructions the basis of its action to some extent. It is sug­

gested, however, by the size and shape of a number of lots, and 
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by ihe apparent intention of the commission to schedule, in many 

instances, to one person a whole block, that the commission has 

not comprehended t!8 se instructions or the law, particularly that 

portion which provides that owners of improvements shall be al­

lowed to purchase, at one-half of the appraised value, only lots 

improved other than by fencing, tillage, and temporary buildings. 

But the commission may be able to explain the cause of its action 

in mmy ot the apparently objectionable features of the plat. 

The Depar1ment agrees ith the Commissioner that the plat, 

in workmanship, is not "up to the standard exacted by too Depart-

He is of the opinion that the exterior boundaries of the 

townsite should conform to too lines of the to nship survey "as 

near as practicable", and suggests for such limits as follows: 

•commencing at a point 10 chains ast of the quarter section
corner between sections 14 and 23 Tp. 17 North, Range 18 East 
ot the Indian eridian, running t nee North 60 chains; t nee 
East 5 ohaihs; thence North 35 chains; tmnce est 15 chains; 
thence north 65 chains; tmnce west 160 chains; thence South 
160 ch81na; thence ast 170 chains to place of beginning, con­
taining 2672.50 acres." 

!n opinion has been requested of the Assistant Attorney Gen­

eral tar the Depar'tment, in the case of the tovn site of Ardmore, 

as to whether to nsi te commissions in t m Indian Territory are 

bount to survey tcr.vnsites in accordance i th .the incorporated 

limits. J.t this time, therefore, the epartmen t will not express 

any opinion as to this suggestion of the Commissionero 

He reooillllE nds 1n at, if it be deemed ad vis able to re turn the 

Plat to the commission for correction, he be authorized to 
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prepare explicit instructions for the guidance of the commis­

sion, and that t� commission be requested to report at length 

and at frequent intervals the pr(:€;ress of the ork; that it 

110uld be more practicable and less expensive to have a ne map 

prepared than to attempt to correct the present one. Your at-

tention is called to the other comments of ti:e Commissioner not 

mntione d herein. 

The Department deems it advisable t t the commission 

should first have its attention called to all tm objections that 

appear to exist, ith directions to make an explicit report 

in regard thereto, giVing its reasons for making· the survey in the 

particulars objected to. It should be directed to ke the 

report at once. Every effort should be made to expedite the 

work at this commission. 

In view of the action you are authorjzed to take, the 

Departmsi twill not pass upon the protests transmitted by the 

Commissioner at this time, but ill act upon them, if they have 

not already been disposed of, when the matter of this survey 

is again presented to the Department. The Commissioner has not 

expressed any opinion as to too protests in regard to the loca-

tion of the alley in block 376. T.he to rnsite commission reports 

that all protests except tmse have been "satisfactorily settled". 

A copy or the Commissioner's report and the other papers 

received from him are hereWith enclosed. 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
1066-1900. 
32 enclosures. 

esp ec tfully, 

• .A.Hitchcock.

Secretary.



(b4arse4) Union Agency No.686 Received Apr .12 ,1900 Office
of u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washington, 
Karch 27, 1900. Seoretary.----Relative to objections to plat 
ot agoner townsi te .----



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Washington. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

ror the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, I. T. 

Si r: 

March 31, 1900. 

c. 

38985-A 

2()9 

I em in recei pt of your communication of Januar y 20th last, 

forwarded by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs on the 29th of the 

same month, reporti ng upon t he affairs of the Townsite Commission 

at Muscogee, a nd submitti ng recommendations thereon. 

You report that the work of surveying and platting said 

town was nearly completed, and that the surveyor was of the opinion 

that the seme could be infished within two months, and in your 

judgment it should be completed by March 1, 1900. 

You further repor t that you do not recommend any chanre 

in the present force, but you make certain suggestions relative to 

the compl eti on of the w ork, and state that the Commission has 

a memoranda book, with blue print plat of each block separate, 

together with a description of the imporvements on such block, 

Wit h classification, the notes being in lead pencil. You state 

that the contents of said book should be copied into another book, 

With blue print of the block and full description of improvements, 

Talue of same, With classification, and written in ink, together 

With appraiaal of the various classes of lots, if authorized by 

-
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the Department. 

You also state that the rincipal Chief of said nation had 

intimated to you that the nation ould be unwilling to convey title 

to town lots as required under section 15 of Curtis act until an 

agreement had been entered into bet en it d the United Stat s. 

You also state th t in vie, of such intimation it would not 

seem desirable to appraise nd offer the town lots for sale t 

the present time, but that ther ould be no objection to the 

present Commission subm·tting to the Dep rtment the appr isals 

or the various classification of lots "without giving p blic 

notice of said appr isal and classific tion". 

You also st te that the surveyor reports 'th tit ill t k

until about arch 1st to complete the pres nt perman nt p, and 

that if four copi s of am r to b m de on trecinr lin nit 

will require about t o  months dditional tim , ut th t if s me 

cen be made on blue print muslin, mt ri 1 s vin in tim , 1 bor 

end consequent expense could be made, nd that he recom.m nd th t 

the aame be done." 

You also report that "a terial savin of xpense could be 

me.de, the work progress more rapidly, satisfactorily nd intelli­

gently, if done by the Commission, who should be charged 1th th 

result of their war k and not the surveyor," and you recommend 
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hat or each Commission consistin oft o persons, one be a 

practical surveyor, and the other a competent clerk, to T'erform 

required duties, 1th such assist nee in the field, and a 

draughtsman to prepare maps, etc. be found necessary." 

On the 22nd inst nt the Ch irmen of the To n site Commis�1ons 

tor Muscogee and a.goner were directed to proceed i th th 

appriasal of the lots and improvements thereon in s id tovrns, 

and on the 23rd instant the Chairm n of th Ius cogee To nsi te 

ommission was directed to for ard the linen tracing and the 

working map referred to in his telegram to the Departm nt, to 

this Department at once, through the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs. On arch 27th the tomsite map of :a on r as referred 

to you with instructions. On arch 26th you iere advised th t 

aid townsi te com.missions, with others were required to r · ort 

through you to the Department and ould be under your immedi t 

supervision. 

The Department ill not at this tim make any special 

ruling upon your recommendation relative to the qualifications 

ot the members of the Commissions, but due consider t ion ill b 

given thereto men persons re recommended for appointment to 

any t ownai te commissions hicb may be hereafter organized. 

You Will impress upon e ch of the townsite commissions th very 



-4-

great importance of expediting the ork in which they are enga ed, 

and ot working harmoniously to the end that the surveying and 

platting of townsi tes in the Indian Territory my be comp let d at 

the earliest possible time consistent with conomy and effidiency. 

The Commissioner concurs in your recommedation, and a copy 

or his report is inclosed here 1th. 

Ind. Ter .D 1 'Y. 
1117-1900. 
l enclosure.

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

ecr tary. 

(Endorsed} Union Agenc No. 689. Rec iv d Apr. 12, 1900. 0ffic 
ot u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian T rritory. · ashington, r rcb 
31, 1900. Secretary----Relative to :. uscogee to site commission. 



D E P R T • .!!. N T 0 T H E I 

Vi ashing ton. 

TERI OR, 

June 28, 1900. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. 

38987-A 

F. 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of th 

21st instant, transmitting there th a report d ted the 15th 

instant from the Townsite Commission t .uscogee, ddress d to 

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, and submitting there ith 

chedules of appraisements of lots (exclusive of improvements), 

in quadruplice. te, in the town of Musco ee, for the ppr oval of 

the Secretary of the Interior, as re quired by le. • 

You state th tin your judgment the ap raisals of the busi­

ness lots are fixed at very lo prices in som instances, but in 

view of the unanimous report of the Commission as to the v lue 

or the property, hich Commission represents the Dep rtment, the 

Creek Nation and the citizens of the town, you recomm nd that 

said schedules be approved. 

The Commissioner of Indian ffairs on th 23d inst nt for­

warded your said communication and enclosures, nd recommends 

that said appraisals be approved. 

The Department knows of no good reason hy the a.ppr isals 

•de by the Townsite Commission of 1uscogee should not b pproved 
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•• reo mmended by you and the Com.missioner of Indian Affairs.

h•Y are accordingly approved and re turned here ith for proper

a tion thereon e. s required by law. 

Ind.Ter.Di v. 
201S-1900. 
5 enclosures. 

Respectfully, 

.c. • A • Hit ch CO c k 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc r o.870. eceived Jul.5,1900.0ffice of c.s.
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington,D.C.,Jun 28,1900, 
Seorete.ry----Approved a ppr aisement of uscogee townsi te. 



DEP RT1ENT OF T HIT' IOR 
Washington. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

.July ? , 1900. 

3898?-B 

I am in receipt of your communication of the 26th ultimo, 

inclosing therewith "Schedule Improvenents tuskogee Townsite, Ind­

ian Territory", which sbows the appraisements of the improvements 

in the town of uskogee ma de by the Muskogee Towns i te Commission. 

You call attention to page 20, lots 1 to 6, block 172, 

wbe re in the 1mpro vement s of • illiam T. Hutchings are appraised 

at 100.00 and designated as "Grading & Imp.", and also to block

180, in which the irnprovenents are designated as "Ornamental Trees,

Well, etc.," and you state that in several other instances the im­

provements are designated as " ell, etc."

You recommend that the appraisements of the improvements �e 

approved, unless the lots referred to by you are considered devoid 

of the proper improve ents thereono 

The Commissioner of Indian ffairs, in forwarding said com­

munication, calls attention to the report of his office, dated Aug. 

10, 1899, relative to the improveroonts upon lots hich would author­

ize the owner thereof to purchase as i proved lots, and also to 

departmental letter of iue91st 12, 1899, relative to the atter, 

•here in 1 t was stated:

"It clearly Vias not intended that parties who had made such 
Valuable improvements as are ·nown to exist at r.uscogee, even if on 
tracts of considerable aize, and who doubtless, in most instances,
have had possession for years without any objection on the part of
the nation, should be disturbed, except where their demands are un­
reasonable by the subdivision of such tracts into "occupied" and 
• 

• 

'Ulloccupied" lots." 
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The CQ1Illll1ss 1oner expreases the opinion that a well sunk for
the purpose of domestic use can pro per ly be classed as an improve-

nt, and he calls the attention of the Department to page 31 of 
th• 1chedule, which shows that lot 2 of block 369 is scheduled to 
rrederick B. Seavers as an iml)roved lot, the improvement being an
oil well valued at 3000., and he quotes the provision of section 
15 of the act of June 28, 1898 ( 30 Stat., 495), which dee lares that

•Th• owner of the improvements upon any town lot, other than fencing,

Ullage or temporary buildings", nay purchase the same as therein

prescribed, and he expresses the opinion that an oil well is not an

iJlprovement within the meaning of the la • The Commissioner recom-

1ends that the schedule of improvemnts as prepared by said Town-

lite Commission be approved except as to said lot 2 of block 369,

unless it shall be considered by the Department that it does not

have authority to change the schedule, in hich event he recommends

that the schedule be returned to the '!ownsi te Comni �sion i th in­

atruct1ons to class said lot as unimproved.

The nanifest purpose of said pro ision in section 15 of the 

aaid act was to give the preference right of purchase at one half 

'the appraised value to "the owner of the improvements upon any town 

lot", but said improvements must be "other than fencing, tillage or 

temporary buildings". 

1th regard to said lot 2 of block 369, the Dep:1 rtrnent is not 

ad,iaed of' the kind and character of the improvements alleged to be 

torth 3,000.00. It is not shown hether the improvements consist 

ia.ply or a hole drilled in the ground, nor does it appear whether 

any oil has been produced from the well alleged to have been made upon

laid lot. The question whether said lot upon which said improvements 

&?e alleged to exist shall be classed as an "improved" lot is reserv­

td for further consideration, and you are hereby directed to instruct 

&id townsi te comm1s ion to make a full report upon the alleged im­

lot 2, block 369, in order that the Dei;artment may 

a atiaf'actory decision when it shall be put in possession of
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the tacts connected with said improvements as above indicated.

The appraisal of the improvements, as shown by said sched­

e, except as to said lot 2, block 369, 1s accordingly apnroved, 

and the schedule 1s returned herewith for appropriate action by 

,our ot tic e • 

You will direct said townsite commission to make immediate 

eport relative to the improvene nt s alleged to have been made upon 

,aid lot 2, blcok 369, upon receipt of which the Department will 

take due action, of which you will be promptly advised. 

d,Ter.Div. 
28-1900.
inclosures.

Respectfully, 

E. • itchcock.

Secretary.

or1ed) Union Agency# 896 Received Jul 16, 1900. Office of 
s. Indian Inspector for I. T. 1vashington, July 7, 1900. Sec­

etary, Returns schedules of impr ovene nt s, uscogee Towns i te, app­
lOYed W1 th exception of lot 2, block 369. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 218 

OFFICE OF U.S.KNDIAN INSPECTOR. 
for 

Indi an Territory, 

Muscogee, Ind. T . 
July 10, 1900. 

The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit herewith a communication from 

Mr. Guy P. Cobb, Supervising Revenue Inspector for the Creek Nation, 

under date of June 25, 1900. enclosing a letter of Mr. J.R. Dunzy 

of Wetumka, I.T., relative to the proposed site of a new town near 

that place. 

Mr. Cobb reports that the old town of \/etumka is located 

on the new line of railroad being built through the Creek Nation, 

but as the road is being built through the creek Nation and will be 

situated about a mile distant from the road, that one Lena Benson, 

a Creek Indian, has filed her selection of the quarter section of 

land where 1 t is proposed to build the new town; that the selection 

or this woman was being p1a tted by the civil engineers of th e rail­

road company, as he w as a dvised by Mr. Bullett, who was employed 

in that capacity by the ro ad. That one H. H . Holman, a merchant 

ot Wetumka, stated that he is the authoriz ed Agent of Lena �enson 

now (Lena Tiger) and that her selection has been platted with a 

View to using it as a towns1te. Mr. Cobb further reports that is 

the general under standing that the business houses of Wetumka will 

be moved to the new town prior to the time the railroad reaches 

that point. 

This co rrespondence �s respectfully referred to the Depart-

ment with the request that I be advised as to whether or not it 
# ,. L.# 23. 
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11 held that an Indian, after filing his select ion with the com­

mission to the Five Civilized Tri�ea, under the provisions of the 

Act of Congress approved June 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), may use 

the land so selected for any purpose he desires, and especially 

as to whether he 11ould be permitted to allow towns to be built 

thereon and 41spo se of the rigb t of occupancy as seems to be the 

method of procedure in this case. 

I would, in this connection, respectfully invite attention 

io another com, uni cation of even date relative to the laying out 

and platting of towns on iands claimed by Indians in the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nat ions as their prospective allotments prior to 

allotment. 

D.H.K.

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

U.S. Indian Inspector, for 
the Indian Territory. 

(lnclorsed) # 4, Press Book, Office of u.s. Indian Inspector,
Kuakogee, Oklahoma, Letter # 23. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INT i'RIOR. 
Office of Indian ''ffairs. 

ashington, July 1?, 1900.

e Honorable 

• 

• 

The Secretary of the Interior • 

There is enclosed here ith a report dated July 10, 1900, 

om Inspector fright, transmitting a report from Guy T. Cobb, sup­

viaing Revenue Inspector for the Creek Nation, dated June 25, 1900, 

pd also a letter from r. J. R. Dunzy, of retumka, Indian Territory, 

tad June 13, 1900, relative to the establishment of a ne town in 

he vioini ty of · etumka, Creek at ion, I. T. 

In Mr. Dunzy's communication it is stated that Lena Benson 

1 selected a certain tract of 12 0 acres as her prospective allot­

nt, and that she and others, viz: H. H. Holman, onroe Evans, Dav-

4 Kelker, and • • Bullett, having had said land surveyed by the 

of Frisco road," and that they are offering the lots 

tor sale for from 25 to 300 each, and claim that they cannot be 

prevented from disposing of said lots. 

In Mr. Cobb's report, to whom r. Dunzy 1 s communication se­

to have been referred by Inspector , right, it is stated that the 

old town of etumka is located in the /4 of Sec. 26, T.9, R.10:

II.at the line of railroad now in c rse of construction does not pass 

11th1n a mile of said town; that the proposed site of the new tom 

1e the s· / 4 of sec. 22, T. 9, R 10; that Lena Benson filed her s elec

'1on or this quarter on the day the Land Office was op"'ned; that • 

• BUllett is employed by the railroad company as a civil engineer 

la connection with the construction of said road; that said Bullett 

ltate "that a siding or switch was located on the selection of Lena

non on account of the natural advantages of that location for a
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a'ti0D or town, and that so far as he knew no contract existed be­

een Lena Benson and the railroad company or the to nsi te company. 

also stated that the selection of Lena Benson had been or was 

ing platted by the civil engineers employed by the railroad com­

pany." 
Mr. Cobb further states that Lena Benson has lately mar­

ied Mr. J. E. Tiger, Private Secr·etary to Governor Porter, of the 

eek NaUon; that she was absent from etumka at the time of his 

,isit there; that r. Holman, of etumka, informed him that he is 

�e authorized agent of Lena Tiger, nee Benson; that her selection 

baa been platted with a view to using it as a towns ite; that no con-

act existed between said Lena Tiger and the railroad comp any or 

!tile townsite company; thatno lots have yet been sold; that the only 

ilding now in course of erection is that being built by J,onroe Evans; 

:\hat said Evans is in possession of the land as agricultural lessee; 

hat most of the land in question is covered with a fine crop of earn; 

;\hat the house hei ng erected is int ended for a ho te:J,; that it is a 

two-story frame s true ture about 25 feet by 40 feet; that it is under­

tood the railroad track will be laid to this point by about Septem-
Mr l, 1900; and that it is generally understood that the business 
hou1ea ot etumka will move to the new town prior to that date. 

Inspector right requests to--

············"be advised as to whether or not it is held that an Ind­ian atter filing his selection with the Commission to the Five Civil­ized Tribes, under the provisions of the ct of Co ress approved 
e 28, 1898 (30 Stats., 495), may use the land so selected for �ny 
ose he desires and especially as to whether he would be permitted 

0 allow towns to be bu.ilt thereon and dispose of the right of occup-
8lc7 as seems to be too method of procedure in this case." 

Section 2?3 of the Creek Laws is as follows: 

"No town or to ns of this Nation shall be permitted 
d1Yide and form two or mo:e towns, nor shall any number of citizens 

t any time assemble and form a new town, without the consent of the 
tire uskogee Nation." 

d ection 300 provides that--
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"No non-citizen shall have the right to reside in or 
0 own any improvem�nt in this at ion, except as provided for in the 
eaties between this Natllon and the United tates." 

By the provisions of the ct of Congress approved June 28, 

898 (30 Stats., 495), 1 t would seem to have been cl early the in ten­

Uon of Congress that money derived from the sale of tov n lots in 

101ns of any of the ive Civilized Nations should be used for the 

,,nefit of the memhers of the tribe of the Nation in which ruch town 

11 located, and the ct of Congress ap·proved .... ay 31, 1900 (Pbblic 

to. 131), provides, among other things, -- 0 that the secretary of the 

•Interior is hereby authorized, under rules and regulations to be

•prescribed by him, to survey, lay out, and plat into town lots,

•atreets, alleys, and parks, the sites of such towns and villages in

the Choctaw, Chic asa , Creek and Cherokee fa tions as may at that

time have a population of two hundred or more, in such manner as

1111 best subserve the then pre sent needs and the reasonable pros-

•pective gro\vth of such to ns." Then follows a provision re ti ve

to the manner in which the surveying and platting of such towns shall

be done.

Said ct also provides that--

"Upon the recommendation of the Co ission to the ive 
hilized Tribes the Sacre tary of the nterii.or is hereby authorized 

at any time before allotnent to set aside and reserve from allot-
lent any lands in the Chocta , hickasa , creek, or Cherokee 1ations, 
lot exceeding one hundred and sixty acres in any one tract, at such 
ltationa as are or shall be established in conformity ith law on the 
11111 ot any railroad which shall be constructed or be in process of 
onatruction in or through either of said nations prior to the allot­
nt or the lands therein, and this irrespective of the popul .1tion of

UCh town.site at the time. such to nsites shall be surveyed, laid 
Ollt, and pihatted and the lands therein disposed of for the benefit 
t the tr1 be in the manner herein prescribed for other towns i tes: 

Vided further That whenever any tract of land shall be set aside 
1• ere n pro ded which is occupied by a member of t e tribe, such
occupant shall be fully compensated for his impr�vements thereon under
Uch rules and regulations as may be pre scribed by the secretary of 

the Inter 1or."

Section 2118 of the Revised statutes of the united ,tates 

1• a tollowa:
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"Every person who makes a settlement on any lands belon­
iJJg, secured, or granted by treaty with the United States to any 
ribe, or surveys or attempts to survey such 1 ands, or to designate 
1 of the boundaries by marking trees, or otherwise, is 1 iable to

a penalty of ona thousand dollars� The President my, moreover, take
oh measures and employ such military force as may judge necessary 

to remove any such pereon from the lands." 

The matter of the establishment of the new to1ns promiscu­

ously in various parts of the Indian Territory by citizens of the 

different nations and others interested with such citizens, is be­

ooming of great importance, and if it is possible to prevent the 

establish�nt of such tov ns in the opinion of this office it should 

be done. 

The information before tm office relative to the estab-

11shmen t of a new town in the vicinity of , etumka is rather me.agre, 

but it is not shown any here that tm establishment of said town has 

been in accordance with law. Congress seemed to have recognized the 

necessity for the establishment of ne towns in the Indian Terri to ry 

along railroad lines, and provided in the Indian appropriation act 

the means by which such towns may be established. ln connectio tt 

this matter the attention of the Depart ent is invited to office rep­

ort of 'arch 9, 19 o, relative to the establishment of the town of 

Collinsville in the Cherokee ation, and to Department letter of 

arch 30, 1800, relative to the same subject, i which it was stated: 

"The Department has no doubt that there has been a violation 
or tie law, found in ection 10, by these citizens of the Nation,and that a remedy is to be f ou1 d in ection 18 of said act of Jura 
28, 1898, which provides the penalty for a violation of said ._jection 
16, and also that 'the United tates District attorneys in said 
err1tory are required to see that the provisions of said sections 

ll& end 17) are strictly enforced."" 

It 1a the opinion of this office that any person ho es­

tablishes a town s 1 te other than in accordance i th law, is liable 

to prosecution under ·eation 18 of the Cur-tis ct, as well as un­

der ection 2118 of the evised Jtatutes, and in stating this to

be the opinion of this off ice r am not unmindful of the fact the t
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dge Townsend in the case of the United States et al vs. r.o. Lewis

al, involving the right of a prospective allot tee in the Chickasa 

tion to plat his prospective allotment into lots and blocks and 

the same, held that "there is no such limitation as to rental; 

at 1s, in my judgment." 

If the Department shall consider that the information tran­

itted herewith is sufficient, I have the honor to recommend that 

peot,or right be directed to call the attention of the roper 

ted States District ttorney to this matter and to request him to 

camence proper proceedings against these townsite promoters, for

purpose of preventing them from further proceeding in the estab­

abment of said new town. 

A, • ( G)

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant • 

• A. Jones,

Commissioner.

(lndorael) Union gency # 935 ece ived Jul. 28, 1900. Office of
I, s, Indian Inspector for r. T. ,ashington, July 20, 190 • sec•
rttary. Parties laying out townsi te at etumka should be p!Uose-
• ted.



DEP TEE �T Tl 1' I bR OR, 

Office of • •  Indian nspector, 

For 

Indian Territory, 

225 

D-935-1900. ius cog e e , Ind • T • , ug • 28 , 19 0 0 • 

The Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior, 

·ashington, .c. 

Sir: 

Referring to dep rt nt communication "Ind. Ter. Div. 230 -

1900" dated the th ultimo in reg rd to the proposed site of a 

new to n near ,etu a, Creek �ation, Indian Territory, I ave the 

honor to report t11, t the atter s been referred to the nited 

States Attorney for t e  �orthern istrict o the Indian Territory, 

tor the prosecution of the parties engaged in surveying and plat-

ting into tom lots the 

(now Lena Tiger). 

ospective allotn:ent of said Len Benson 

It is noted, ho ever, that in your said co1 . unic tion ou 

quote :from the Conu. issioner of Indian Affairs' report in regard 

to this matter c lling attention to sectio 273 of the Creek La s, 

Edition 1893, which reads: 

"No to :n or to ms of t is nation shall be permitted to divide 

and form tm or more to,ns, nor s 11 any number of citizens at 

any time assemble and form a ne 1 to .n, · thout t.he consent of the 

en tire Muskogee Uati on.", 

and it 1s thought proper to state, for your information, th t the 

term o11Il" as employed by too la s of the Creek Nation must not be 
-press book no. 4 letter 39G.--
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oontounded with and has no reference na tever to an organized 

aunioipali ty or village for1r.e d by a number of persons residing 

1n close proximity to each otter. The Creek x,rk "Town" means 

a t tBand of Indians headed by a band chief knovm to tho Creek law 

as the "Town King," banded t�ether for one reason or another, 

and ho have a "headquarters" knomi as the "public square" e.t 

some designated spot most convenient to a majority of the members 

ot that "Town" vhere they may co n£9:"ega te at agreed times to dance 

or observe sane otl� r tribal custom, and al oo cast their votes 

at elections ,-all "members of a "to n" being required to vote 

at the "public square" of his o .n nto rn" regardless of !:ere he 

may reside. Thus, a Creek citizen residing in :uskogee may have 

to go 50 or 75 miles to his om "town" in order to cast his vote 

at an election,-not being allowed to vote in any "tmn n except 

the "town" to mich he beloncs. The "Tom King" is the chief 

otticial of each "to m. 11 He keeps a record of all citizens

belonging to his "tm:m" (the children follo 1ing in the rights of 

'\be moth:3r), and is, by virtue of such office, a member of the 

House ot .. ings of the tribal legisl'1ture, ele,cted by the vote 

ot the "tom" 1hich he represents, and holds his office four 

J9ars. The members of a "tom" may reside BnY11herc in the nation 

they see fit to, rithout ffocting t.bair political rights. 

' 

Very re ope c t-"u lly, 

Your obedient serv t, 

J .Geo •. right, 

U.v. ndion Ins ector

• or Indian 'l'erri tory.

sed) Union Agency Press Book o. 4 Jetter 396 •. uskogeo,ukla. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I O R.
OFFICE OF U.S. IND! I SP CTOR. 

for 
INDIAN TERRITORY. 

38987-D 

Muscogee, Oklahoma, JUly 16, 1900 

The Collllissioner 

of Indian Affairs. 

sir: 

In compliance with instructions contained in Depart ent 

letter or the 16th ultimo, returning the five detached sheets and 

field notes of the townsite of uscogee, Indian Territory, I have 

the honor to report that this map was corrected by supervising 

engineer Hinckley, who was formerly the Surveyor of the Iuscogee 

Towitsite Commission, and the same has this date, together with the 

field notes, been returned to you under separate cover. 

In connection there 1th, I would quote, for your information, 

the letter of Mr. Hinckley returning this map to me, as follows: 

"l return tracing of uscogee, 100 feet to an inch, spliced 

into one sheet. It is not possible to mount a map of this size in 

the Indian Territory. T�is tracing must be handled with great 

care, or it will again be in pieces. 

"On the tracings as originally furnished, were certain 

notes not intended for lighographing, such as "Scale 100 feet to 

the inch, "Bracketed distances do not appear on the official plat," 

etc., etc. These have now been changed. 

"The ashington office understands that our instructions, 

until very near the close of the work, ere not such as to require

the map to be made for lithographic purposes, and I protested, in

writing, March 21, 1900, against these tracings being used for that

Purpoae. 
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•I trust the tracing will now prove satisfactory."

D.H.K. (Mc)

Very respedtfully, 

U.S. Indian Tnspector, for 
the Indian Territory. 

tJnion Agency Press Book, # 4, Letter # ?3-?4 •. l uskogee, Oklahoma 



DEP AltT1 u:._JT O T IIJT...:RIOR, 

Office of u • •  Indian Inspector, 

For 

Indian Territory, 

38987-E 

1uscogee, Ind. T., July 25, 1900.

6213-6516-6598-7000-1900. 

!he Honorable,

Sir: 

The beer tary of the Interior, 

ashington, D. c.

I have the honor to transmit here ith a letter to me from 

ReTenue Inspector Guy P. Cobb, d ted the 23rd instant, herein he 

reports that:-

The ne townsite (near Okmulgee, Creek ation) as platted 

oonsists ot three tracts of eighty acres each, selected or con­

trolled by John Freeman, ill orton, and C1arles orris, nd lay 

to the east ot the old tovm of Okmulgee, and principally on the east 

Bide of the present right of ray and st tion ounds of the Saint Louis 

Oklahoma & Southern Railroad. The to1nsite is bei handled by 

J.H. Durkee and c. Douglass ho have an office loc ted on the ne 

townsi te. The contract taken th the llottees leases the ground 

tort o years, and authorizes Durkee and Douglass to act as sole 

agents tor the allot tees in selling to m lots, and provides th t 

Durkee and Douglass shall furnish all mo Jeys to plat nd lay out the 

towns1te and make other improvements thereon, and receive as considera­

tion therefor one-halt' of the proceeds of all sales. 

• Douglass states that they ve advanced ill .orton ·500.00

lllcl Charles orris '·500.00 on said contract; that no lots have been 
-- a book no. 4-letter 149. 
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111 sold and paid for as yet; that all buildings on the new 

with the exception of one for which the ground as leased, 

by the townsite company, and that there is an underst ming 

1tttnen the parties to the contract that no lots shal 1 be sold for 

a consideration of less than ·100.00. 

There are now on the ground embraced in the ne to nsi te one 

store building occupied by the Okmulgee 1ercantile Company, 

treme buildings oacupied by saloons, one frame building occupied 

Durkee and Douglass, nd one frame building designed for a drug 

tere but unoccupied as yet, m.d the foundation for a very large 

lie el.***The st.Louis, Oklahoma & outhern Railroad passes through 

tile new townsi te and have completed their section house and tool 

bo e and put in foundation for station on the ground represented 

to be contained i thin t� limit of the ne r term.site. 

Inspector Cobb transmits a printed blank form of conveyance to 

be used in the sale of these town lots, to be signed by the origi al 

(p:rospeotive) allottee. 

In this connection, I respectfully invite attention to my 

letter ot the 17th inEtant in regard to the laying out of to nsi tes 

1n the Indian Territory by citizens of the several nations herein 

I IUggested that the Co ission to t e ive Civilized mribes be 

quested by telegraph to recommend the setting aside o 160 acres 

f lcd tor townsite purposes, and not subject to allotment, at such 

tationa as they deem ad vis able. 

It appears fro 

Ming located on the 

Inspector Cobb's letter that a station is 

tract 'I hich these parties claim s their "prospec-

,1 llotmen ts. " 

I, iherefore, such lands re to be set apart by the Commis-

he Five Ci Vilized Tri bes for to msi te p 
book no. 4-letter 149.--

oses, d reserved 
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t?olll allotment, it o uld appear thut if such lends could be set

aside at all proposed stations at an early date it ,ould stop this

speculation by unauthorized persons; and I ,-:ould resi;:ectfully in-

'12ire whether, in vie- of the fact that the �t.Louis, Oklahoma & South­

ern Railroad is locating its station on the land occupied by the 

said Freeman, r.:orton and :orris, the O' ,ission to the •ive Civilized 

Tribes could proceed to set aside a tract of land of not more tban 

160 acres covering this ne to msi te near the tom of Okmulgee, and 

:reserve the same from allotimnt, at the sama time cancelling any 

eertif'icate of selection zb.ic y have been issued by tbem covering 

such lend for purposes of allotroont. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J .Geo. ,right 

u • •  Indian Inspector 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o o 4 Letter 149. iuskogee, Okla.(Press Book) 



F. 

DIP ART M I NT OF THE INTERIOR, 

ashington. 

July 27, 1900. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

ror the Indi a.n Territory, 

uscogee, Indian Territory. 

38987-1" 

Under section 15 of the ct of Con ress approved June 28, 

18i8 ( 30 Stat., 495), a form of p tent or d ed to town lot has 

been prescribed, of which -cTou h ve been h r tofor dvised. 

lhile there is no specific direction in s id act rel tiv 

to the officer ho shall sign said deeds, th re is a provision 

in said section hich declares th t "The rson authoriz d by the 

tribe or tribes may execute or deliver to any such purchaser, 

"without expense to him, a deed conve ing to him the titl to 

•auch lands or town lots."

The Commissioner of Indian ff irs expressed th opinion 

that the Principal Chief of the r ek Nation as the proper 

officer to sign the patents for town lots in said nation, and 

the Department concurred in his view. It my be ell, ho ver, 

that there shouid be specific uthority ranted by the nation to 

th rincipal Chief, and -ou re th r fore instructed to c 11 

hi attention to the matter nd to su est to him th propri ty 

t the passage of an act b the at ion 1 Council expressly 

auth rizing the Pr1nc1p 1 Chief to sign the p tents or de ds of 
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nveyance to the purchasers of the town lots in said nation. 

esp ectfully, 

Ind.Ter.Di'Y. 
224:2-1900. 

Thos. Ryan. 

Actin Secret ry. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 961. Received Aug. 3, 1900. Office 
tu. s. Indian Inspector for Indi n Territory. ashin ton, July 

27, 1900,Secretary---Suggest to Pri'n. Chief Creek - tion propri ty 
t passage of an Act by Natl. Council authorizino him to si 

patents or deeds to to n lots. 



DEPARTME IOR, 

Office of u • •  Indian Inspector, 

For 

Indian erritory, 

38987-G 

Iuscogee, Ind. T. August 1, 1900.

The Honorable 

The ecretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to report, in reference tot e ork of the 

Townsite Commission at .-uscogee, that the appraisements having been 

approved by the Department, notices to o ners of improvements have 

been and are being issued as per the enclosed form, aid I understand 

that some fe i remittances of the first payments on lots have been 

made to the Assistant Treasurer of the United 'tates at t.Louis. 

In this connection, I enclose here 1ith a communication from 

HeJn. P. Porter, rincipal Chief of the Creek ation, calling atten­

tion to this notice, hich provides th t if the first payment of ten 

per oent. 1s not deposited ithin t o mon t s from the date of service 

or the notice, such lot rill be sold nt public auction to the highest 

bidder, and states that, as executive of the Creek ation, he could 

not permit the property of the ation to re sold at public auction 

,o the highest bidder or see put into e �ecution any method hich 

Would tend to or hich as intended to divest the ation of its title 

and give to the non-citizens, any right, title or interest to its 

Property other than the possessory rig.ts vr ·ch they may have higher­

to acquired in \;,A. ccord nee i th the la: rn of the T tion and the treaties 

llade W1 th the United otates Government. 

as book no. 4-letter 174.--
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He suggests that, as the agreement now pending 7ill unquestion­

a 11 become a la 1 at the next session of Congress,, any further ork 

t the present /uscogee To - site Commission be suspended until such 

that should any lots in the to m of 

aoogee be offered for s le at public uction, �£ shall be compelled 

to use every proper and lawful means to prevent such sales, and there­

fore e.sks that the Depart ent suspend any further action to rard 

tarrying the Curtis Bill into execution until the Creek agreement is 

ratitied by Congress. 

In vie 1 of the protest no 1 ade on behalf of t e Cree · tion 

against the sale of any of the to m property, the Principal Chief 

eontending that if Congress as the right to arbitrarily sell to n 

lots without the con sent of the nation, the� ould have the same 

right to dispose of all tbe lands of the Creek .!ation m. thout their 

oonsent, I have the honor to suggest the advisability of suspending 

an1 further action by the to .nsi te commissions of uscogee and agoner 

until the agreement is ratified; but ould au; o su gest the follo ing; 

That in reference to 1:uscogee the to ,nsi te commission continue 

to serve notices upon all o ners of improve ents upon the form here-

11th enclosed, such parties to r:::iake their payments as provided for 

b7 law, but the t in case of failure to ake payment i thin s · ty days, 

lotion looking toward the sale of such property at public auction 

suspended. The Curtis act allo s the holder or 0
1,mer of a lot 

tw years in which to make final payment therefor, and an agreenent 

'111 undoubtedly be nade before such a ents are completed. 

That as soon as the Cornnission � as coapleted the Tork of serv­

ing 'hese notices, the present /uscogee To msi te Commission be

Oli hed. Th�ir appraise ents ill undoubtedly be approved in an 

book no� 4 -letter 174.--
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� - -·

agreement, and as they have fixed the price of unimproved property, 

sueh unimproved property can be sold at public auction "under direc­

tion of the ecretary of the Interior," and such provision made in 

the pending agreement. uch plan uld obviate the necessity for 

the appointment of another commission to complete the ork at this 

place. 

ith reference to .agoner, it is pexected that the commission 

'1111 complete their appr isements and also have the map ready to sub­

mit to the Department for approval on or before the 20th inst�nt, 

and I ould respectfully suggest thut as soon as such appraisements 

are approved, the services of that commission be dispensed rith, 

and no notices served upon tle oVTners of .agoner property at this 

time, or that not ices be served upon the owners of improvements 

the same as at :uscogee, and the commission then abolished. 

There does not pear to re any urgent necessity for the 

sale of these lots by auction at this time, and inasmuch as the nation 

111 prevent such-action by injunction if possible; and in any event 

Will decline to reco nize any transfers til after an agreement is 

made, I respectfully su gest the policy of pursuing the above course. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

U.J.Indian Inspector, for 

the Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book Io. 4-Letter 174. uskogee,Okla. 



DEF ARrrt T F . .IE r -:rr.1!.� IOR, 

Office of u. s. Indian Inspector, 

For 

Indian Territory, 

38987-H 

:usco ee, Ind.T., gust 4, 1 00. 

• , • U. Hal 1 , . ay or ,

r agoner, Indian Territory.

Sir: 

I am in receipt of your communication of the :14_th ultimo; 

submitting a petition from tbe citizens and also from the to n 

council of !agoner, aski tbat si ty--t ee acres in that tom 

be set aside by the to msi te co.mmissi on for park purposes, and 

pledging that the incorporated tom of . agoner ould uy the same 

at the rate per acre fi:ed by treaty stipulations. 

This petition s recommended for favorable consider tion 

by the To ,nsite Comr. ission. 

In connection there .ith, I rould respectfully advise you 

that the Commission ori ·nally laid out 118 acres for park pur-

poses, hich -,as subsequently red ced to 32 acros, t Honorable 

Secretary of the Interior considering th t the number of acres 

should be reduced for the re son that under the Curtis w the 

nation is to receive only ·10.00 per acre or the lands t en 

tor parks, which ould doubtless be ver much less than the same 

land 1ould bring if subdivided into lots. 

As the ation is objecting to any lots or lands being dis­

posed ot W1der the Curtis lm, it is probable that no fin l sales 

ot vacant lots or lands for park purposes ··ill be m de until an 

--press book no. 4 letter 288.--
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agre ent is entered into bet een the Government and the Creek 

t1on. 

Int.be pending and proposed Creek Agreement, there is no 

provision made that the lands embraced in parks shall be dis­

posed ot differently from lots. 

I ould therefore suggest t at, if the tom so desires, the 

iownsi"te commission ill designate on the plat the tract desired 

for park purposes, subdividing the saIIE into lots, blocks, 

treets and alleys, and at the time of sale the uthorities of 

the town ot ,.'agoner c bid in such vacnnt lots and reserve the 

tract for park purposes. 

Please advise me if this plan ill be satisfactory. 

Very res ectfully, 

J .Geo. ,richt, 

.J.Indian Inspector, for 
the Indian �erritory. 

'l'brough the agoner Tormsite Com.mission. 

--•1r•ed) Union Agency Press Book ro. 4. Letter 288. ·uskogee , Okla . 



Dfil' _,. 'Y.L& T T ' I_ T.t;.RI .R , 

OFFIC� F U. • L. I

l_J)l r T=RR � � , 

-· 38987-I

,3 

.:us co gee, Ind. /T., August 2:, 1 00. 

lion. P. Porter, 

Sir: 

Principa 1 C ie f, reek a tion, 

uscogee, Indian erritory. 

On August 1, 1 00, I transmitted to the Dep rtue!lt a cornnunica­

tion trom you as rincipal Chief o:. the Creek ation, rel ti e to 

the suspension of furt er ction in the execution of the provisions 

or the act of Congress p roved June ffi, 1898 (30 0tats. ,49 ) , in 

t.be matter of the sale of unimproved lots in the to n of iuscogee. 

Under date of the llt instant t e Honor ble 0ecretary of the

Interior advises me concerning your protest, and states: 

"The Commissioner of Indian fairs states t' at he is of the 

opinion that provision i ade for this condition of things b 

section 15 of t'1e act of June re, 1898 (30 Stats. ,495), bi pro­

Tides as follo s: 

'The o ·mer of the im rove e ts upon any toun lot, other than 

fencing, tillage, or te porar buildir\Ss, y deposit in the un·ted 

States Treasury, s int Louis, /is sour i, one-half of such appr ised

'Yalue; ten per centum dthin t o months and fifteen per centum 

or ithin six months after notice of app isew.ent, and the 

1.nder in three e ual annual installments thereafter, depositing 

he Secretary of the Interior one receipt for each p ment, 

book no. 4 letter 406.--
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1th the ut ori tic of th tribe, 

deemed a tender to th tribe oft e pur 

lot.• 

d such deposits 11 

se one y for such 

th.at hen t e ::purch er lot . res tender s 4'ores id 

to the tribe nd rccei es r ceipt in full spa ment for a lot, 

he has co ple te evidence of title, dis in position to defend 

1 against any act ion in t e nature of e jec ent· ' th t the pur-

basers of lots not i pro ed ere by t e s e ct provid d for s 

follows: 

"' ill to 

the tribe, 

lots not · pro ed s foresai. d shall be long to 

s 'lli 11 be in li ner ppr ised, nd, fter 

approve.!, by t e ecret of the In erior, d due notice, sold 

o the highest bidder t public uction by s · d c ammission, but

not tor less th· n t ir p r ised v lue, unless order d by the 

ecret ry of t c terior, alld urch ers yin like ner make 

eposits of the purchase money .·th like effect, as in c e of 

improved lots." 

"and ill V ' en fin 1 p yment is �ade nd the receipts 

therefore rocei ved, com lete evi ence or t itl to the proper so 

purchased. 

The Com.missioner lso st tes 

Depart.men t should not eed it t 

the ees no re son hy t e 

e- ecution of t e la , nd

OCIDIDends t: t ou b instructed to proceed s thou the rinci­

thod of Chier or s 1d tion had d no ob·ecti to the 

rooedure. 

he Dep rt .en t concurs i t vi v e r s  0d by the Corru is-

, and you ill be ov rned cco i ly. 

book no. • letter 406.--
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ogee Townsite Commission has, therefore, been directed 

1th the sale or un proved propert in the tom of 

••••�••• in accordance ith its origin 1 instructions. 

Very respectfully, 

J.Geo. ,r· · t,

... .:i. Indian Inspector, 
for the Indian Terry. 

) Dion Agency Press Book ro. 4 Lotter 406. usko ee,Oklu. 



l,aDd. 
U,208-1900. 

Department o"f the Interior, 

OFFICE OF I IAN F.AIR , 

38987-J 

ashi ton, A ust 25,1900.

I .George r1 ght , sq. , 

u.s.Insp:,ctar for the Indian Territory,

Mus co gee, Indian Terri t.or y. 

Sir: 

You are adVised that I ve this day tr nsmitted to you, 

under separate cover, four af the fi e muslin mounted approved 

photoli thographic copies of t m approved plat of the uscogee 

townsi te. The other approved photoli thographic copy 1s on 

ti la in t his off 1 ce • 

Of the four copies transmitted you o should be filed 

th the clerk of the u • •  Court fort nar thern district of 

tbs Indian Territory, one With t authorities of the Creek 

&ti on, one 1th the t,o n au thar i ti es, nd one shoul,d be 

deli-vered to tm to nsite commission for its official use. 

(G.A. •) 

P. 

( dcrsed) Un10n 

Very respect lly, 

.c.Tonner 

ency o.1050 

c ting Com.miss 1one r. 

eceived Aug.28,1900 Offic 

U .Indian Inspectcr far Indi n Territory. oshi ton, 

US 25,1900. Commissiomr.----�ends four photolithogr phed maps 

Plat or usc�ee.----



DRP ARTI Ell!' 0 ' I T I R • 
ashing ton. 

uepte ber 7, 1900. 

ited states Indian nspector 

tor the Indian Territory, uscogee, Ind.Tar. 

38991-A 

There 1s enclosed herewith a copy of departmental letter of 

ugust 31, 1900, to the ttorney General, requesting that an ap-

peel be taken in the ca e f apoleon B. oore vs. ight • ut-

tle et al., townsi te commis ioners, restraining defenda ts from 

1elling etc. lots 1th1n the tom of uscogee, Creek ation. 

Ind. Ter. D 1 v. 
2904-1900. 
1 enclosure. 

Repsectfully, 

Tho. • yan. 

cting ecretary. 

(Endorsed) Union ,agency } 1125 received ep. 17, 1900. secretary.
closes copy of letter to t orney nersl �sking that appeal be

taken in uskogee 1 ·u ction. 



p A 
OFFI E F 

Honorable 

D r 

- .

38995-A. 

I • 

ctober 20, 1900 

The 3ecretar o the terior. 

I have the ho r to trans it, here ith, a report made Jept-

I er 12, 1900, by 

o the ive Civilized 

Bixby, cting hairnan of theGo 1�s1on 

ibes, recorru ending thbt the s uthwe t qua-

ter or the south est quarter of secti n 5, the ort ,est quarter 

ot the north est quarter of sect·on 8, t e outheast uarter of the 

outheast quarter o ection 6 and the northeast uarter of the 
, 

northeast quarter of section 7, to\ ship 1 orth, ra ge 13 e st, 

the Creek ation, c ntaining 160 acres of land, be set aside 

a townsi te under the provisions of the ct of congress approved 

1900. ( ublic o. 131 . 

The above de cri ed and, as shown by the lue print tranT 

adjoins the station grounds, at O ulgee, of the 

• Lou is , Ok laho and uouthern ail ey. The blue pri t above 

t1oned 1s an exact copy of the ap of tation grounds of said 

is of ice. Inspector , right in a eneral 

atter of date �eptember 1�, 1 O, a rees 1th the 

s1on to the _'ive Civiliz d ribes that the above lands should 

aide as a to site under the provisions of said ct of on-



Inspector I right in his re�1ort of ctober 13, 1900, relative 

of utilizing the services of the e gi eers of the 

• l,ouia and an Francisco ailway ompany in laying out and

at ing townsites, suggested that the limits of kmulgee, da, 

tt and Ravia, should include the old towns covering the nresent 

ocoupied limits, whether included in the tracts set aide by the 

asion to the 1 ive Civilized Tribes or not, as to leave out any

ould cause additional complicatio s, as 

e may be considered old e stablis he d towns and come under the 

the agreement with the Choctaws and Chickasaws � · ch 

pro,1 es that towns shall be laid out and platted in accordance 

11 their present limits. Tne act of ongress approved ! ay 31, 

1 0 • (31 Stats., 221), provides th t to ns shall be platted in 

eh manner as will best subserve the then and present needs and 

reasonable prospective gro th of such to s. 

The office is not advised as to hether or not the land 

bioh the Commission to t e rive 'ivilized Tribes recommends should 

aside includes ny portion of the old to n of Olanulgee or 

and as the report of the Inspector, herein referred to, leaves 

in doubt, it is respectfully recommended 

I the Gomm1ss1on to t e Five Civilized Tribes be requested to 

a further report relative to this atter, such report to show 

or not the 11mi ts of the old town are loca ed 1 thin the 

or the tract hich the co ission reco. ends be set 

it not, whether such old town can be in hole or in part 
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o included.

Very respectfully, 

( .c.v.)P. 

Your obedient servant, 

. c. Tonner, 
cting 'ommissioner. 

dorsed) Union gency 1349 received ov. 
. s. Indian Inspect r f r • • ,,ashington, 
oretary. ncloses copy letter to hief ad 

ation in reg rd to s le of their claim again 

26, 190 • ffice of 
ovember 21, 1 oo.

ouncil Cherokee 
t the Government. 



D T , .!.NT "<' T., I 

The United tat es Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

:uscogee, • T.

Sir: 

T � I • 

October 26, 1900. 

On October 20, 1900, the oting o issioner of Indian 

fairs traasrni tted a report de by the Co ission to the ive 

C1T111zed Tribes on 0epte er 12, 1 0 , reco ending that the s /4 

o·r the /4 of ·ec. , the IJi /4 of the I /4 of sec. e, the SE/4 

or the E/4 of .::iec. , nd the /4 f the /4 of ec. ? , T. 13 

,, R. 13 E., containi 160 acres o 1 d, at kmulgee, in the 

Creek Nation, on the Jt. ouis, klaho a� outhern Railroad, be 

aet aside as a tovn ite under the provisions of the act o Con­

gress aoproved . ay 31, 1 00 31 otat., 221). 

e states t tin your report of October l�th you suggested 

that the limits of k ulgee should include the old to n covering the 

present occupied limits, hether includi gt e tracts set aside by 

the Commission to the ,ive 'ivilized Tribes or not, us to leave 

out any building or residence ould c use additional co plicatio 
, 

aa it may be consi dared an old established town, and co es under 

the provisions of action 29 oft e act of June 28, 188 (30 vtat., 

t95) 9 hich provides that to ,ns shall be la id out and latted in

accordance 1th their present limits; that the Indian ffice is

no advised as to whether or nut the and hich the Co ission to
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e Five Civilized �ribes recor ends should be set aside includes 

y portion of the old to\Wl o lanulgee, and as our report leaves 

sornewhat in do bt, he reco ends that the Commission 

requested to make a further re rt relative to the atte . 

In accordance with said reco .endation t e ommission to 

tile 1ve ivilized Tribes as this da been called upon for a 

further report. 

copy of the cti g o issioner's letter is inclosed. 

d.Ter. Div.
14-1 oo.

1nclosure.

espectfully, 

, • • _:i tchcock. 
Secretary. 

( dar sed) Union agency /J 1276 received r v. 1, 1 O. ffi ce of 
11 • •  Indian Inspector for • '"• . ashin •ton, Oct. 26, 190 • 
ecretary. Dawes Commission called upon for further report concern­

ing new townsite at kmulgee. 



DEPA R 
HI GJ. ... 

The United ..>tates Indian nspector 

tor the Indian Territory, 

us co gee , I • T. 

Sir: 

I T I R. 

�ove ber 23 1900 
' . 

38996-A 

I am in receipt of your co unic tion of the 15th instant, 

inclosing there 1th a letter from Clifford L. Jackson, of �uskogee, 

calling attention to the fact that the To nsite Commission tor 

uskogee has appraised the lots in s id to n d furnished to 

schedules of pprai ement s, one for 1 proved lot nd the other 

tor llllimpro ved lots, o d r eque s ti that the lot scheduled as un-

improved may be allo ed to have buildin s or improvements placed 

thereon and then be transferred to t e chedule f improved lots. 

You report that there are nany persons who desire to erect 

residences on lots no unimproved, and, ttin vie of the fact that 

eome means should be adopted hereby people c n build residences 

and have the lots appraised to the ", you ask that the matter be 

given consideration and th t you be advised in reference thereto. 

The Commissioner of Indian airs, in transmitting your 

l&id communication under date of the 20th instant, calls attention 

to statenants made by • Jack son in his e tter, and quotes the 

proviaions of sec ti on 1 of the act of June 28, 1898 ( 30 Jt t. , 

'95). The Co issio er stat s th t, u d r said act, "it was the 

duty or the commission to ap raise all i proved lots as improved 

of the appraisal and to appraise all unim rov d lots
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11 unimproved at the ti e _;f such appraisal"; that said Commission

hes performed 1 ts duty 1th reference to said appraisals, 11hich have

been approved by the epart ent, and that, hile, in his judgment, 

,he Secretary ight set aside or odify his action in approving the 

lists, yet such action would not be in accorda ce ith t e snirit of 

1aid act of Congress, and, besides, 

would lead to much vex tion and to 

oharacter". 

The Commi ssi o 1er al so ca 

11 to et a precedent o this kind 

any applications of the same 

attention to the duty of the De-

partment to execute the law in accordance Vi 1th its spirit and intent, 

and he recommends that you be ad ised that 1 t is not deemed 11 ei ther 

proper or expedient to att pt to a e a y rules or regul� tions 

providing at this ti e fo t transfer of unimproved property in 

the town of uskogee '. 

In said co u ic tion fro r. Jac�son it is st ted that: 

"The injunction gr nt ed by the Un· ted States Court at this 

place necessarily retards t e development of the town of u kogee, 

and W111 undoubtedly ve the e feet to lo ssen t e amount that ould 

be reoe1 ed for any vacant lot t at may exist hen t e sa ae are fin­

ally offered for sale under t e ter s of the Curtis Bill, should t e 

4ecis1on of the United utates court be reversed by the appellate court 

or should a treuty be ulti tely effected, and this can largely be 

counteracted if a r gulat ion of your ( t i Depart ent can e ade 

providing ror the transfer of lots from t e s c edule of vacant lots

o schedule or improved lot.., and a pr ovi si on permit ti g the per-

Oil 111.proving such lots to pay the per cent o the appraised value 

he ub-Trea ury at �t. Louis." 
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It :further appears in said co unic a ti on that l"r. Jackson is 

lawyer. It must be known to him, as well as to others, that the 

nconvenience on account of the delay in selling the vacant lots 

1 occasioned not by t e action ot· the Departmnt, but on account of 

ht injunction of the court referred to therein. 

The Departm3nt concurs in the reoornrne dation of the Commiss­

It 1s a ITBXim that "hardships make shipwreck of the 1 w 1, and 

uother equally well settled ru e 1s that 11 an evasion of the law is 

a ,iolation of the la ". 

It 1s deemed desirable that the case referred to by .r. Jacl<-

Cll 1 in which t� injunction as granted restraining the selling of 

Hid lots, be expedited as much as possible in the ap llate tribunal. 

It such action has not already been taken, the Department of Justice 

1111 be requested to direct the United States ttorney to ake a 

t1on in the court to advance said case, in order that a speedy deter­

ination or the L19 t ter in 1 ssu e may be had. 

copy of the Co issioner's report is inclosed herewith, and 

lid letter of Mr. Jackson is returned and you will advise him in

accordance herewith.

d.Te .DiY.
:-.il\l•l900. 

I closures. 

Respectfully, 
t • •  Hitchcock. 
Secretary. 

ed) Union �gency # 137? received ov. 30, 1900 ffice of
Indian Inspector for I. T. ashington, 0 v. 23, 1 0.

1• Relative to • L. Jackson's letter as to change in
of unimproved lots, uskogee. 



ISSOURI, 

Clifford L. Jackson 
nl ttorney for 

Ind.Ter. 

Honorable J. George r · ght, 

R L Y YST• • 

• T. 

Nov. a, 1900. 

u. s. Indian Inspector for nd.Ter.,

ashingt n, • C. 

Sir: 

I would respectfully call your ttention to the ur ent 

public necessity th t exists of avi' so. e definite regulation of 

your Department prov idi for the tra sfer of lots scheduled by the 

uskogee Town ite o ission as vac t d unimproved lots, hich 

schedule understa d has be ap roved by the Honorable .:,ecret ry 

or the Interior, to the schedule i proved lots, so that hen im-

proveme nts thereon are in goud faith egun, i th er for business or 

dwelling purposes, per so s ing such improveme.n ts ay, in a ccorda ce 

With the terms of the urtis Bill, pay the aunt of 50 per cent of 

the appraised value, hioh appraise ent h s already been approved by 

the Honorable Secretary of the Interi r, 1 to the .:,uh-Treasury of t 

United States at aint Louis, issouri. 

you are well aware, I have be aiting for many months the 

conclusion of the ork of the .uskogee To n ite Com.mission so that I 

could purchase some vaca t lots for a site for a d elling house for 

ayaelr at the sale of such vac t lots hich it a supp sed the o n-

lite Co 

Partmen t. 

ssion ·ruld hold under t e regu at·o s of the nterior De-

The 1nju ction gre.nted y t e U ited 0tates Court at this

Pla n oesaar ily retards the develop. ent of the to n o .. uskoge ,

11 undoubtedly have t e ef ect to le s-en the a ount th ould 
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)e received for any vacant lots th t ay exi t vhen the same are 

finally offered for sale under the ter 1s of the Curtis Bi 1, should 

tie decision of the United tate ourt be reversed b t e appell-

ate court or should a treaty be ulti ately effected, and this can 

largely oe conunter-aoted if a regulation or your Department can 

be made providing for t e transfer of lots from the schedule of 

,aoan t lots to t e c hedule of i proved lots and a prov is ion per -

llitting the person improvi1g such lots to pay the O per cent of the 

appraised value in to the ..;ub-Treasury at t. Louis. 

I have a perso al interest in the atter, of course, as I 

want to secure an immediate ho e for y elf and family. ..y prese 1 t 

desire is to pure e for my ho e 1 o ts 8, and 10 of block 189 of 

the us ogee T nsite hich o d be a tract of gr und about t ee 

hundred feet square. If cc.lnnot purchase these lots then I ill 

want to purchase a r ct of grou d in so e other portion of the 

city consisting of uni proved lots of about the ame area. 

It is absolutely eces ary in th s country that one have as 

a site for his o e not o ly suffici e t grounds for a residence 

building, but also grounds for serv ts house, lots for orses and

oowa, and also for garde purposes, as co ditions are largely prim­

itive here and one nust be able to surround hi self ith these

inga in order to live co fortably. �s you are a are, about a

Year ago I sold my ho e ere had a lot ' 100 feet front and 

teat deep largely because the lot was cramped and too s all

in it area. 

The tract of ground that I desire to purchase is much

than that allowed for ue )Ur oses to others, and duly 
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approved for such purposes by the onorable uecretary of the n­

teri or upon the Towns it e map of , us<: ogee. This is notably true 

in the case of lot 1, block 350, d lot 1, block 40 , and lot 1, 

t.lock 55, and lot 3, block 5, and lot o, block 10, and lots 1,2, 

s, and 4, block 256, nd blocks 104, 106, 1 7, 14 , and 173, hich 

are not sub d 1 v id e d in to 1 o ts at al 1 • 

Under the construction ft e 'urtis �->ill, as given by o,e, 

no lot can be sold by the To· n ite Commission under the ter s of the 

urtis Bill if it is found to e i proved at the tie of the sale. 

I am some hat inc lined to believe th is to be the correct in terpr e-

tation of the ur tis Jill ut y u 'ill be r i tnes to the fact that 

l have unifor ly, in y transacti ns oth as an individual and as

a lawyer in this community, endeavored to fir t find out what were

the views of your Department ith refers ce to matters coming under

lts Jurisdiction and then conform myself. to those vie rn rat er

than place myself in a position antagonistic to your Departr ent,

and I do not c re to build a h use in the Townsi te of uskogee

lnleas I know that I a doing it in a ay that ill eet 1th the

approval of the o�ficers of the Interior epart ent.

I ould not a k that a re ul tion oe made covering t e tran­

these lots for my o n  - son 1 be efit but I e !eve it 

public ecessity, ut only from a sta dpoirt of the citize s 

from a standpoint f the ind! vidual Indian as the 

iDlprovements t t are made or e cour ged to be ade the great­

Will be the value of the ndi an 's prop rty hen it is finally 

Old either under the terms of the 'urtis uill or a treaty. 
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I would respectfully request ou to give this.matter your 

attention whilst in ashington, and if you deem it consistent, 

endea"for to secure such regulation at the ands of too Department. 

Very respectfully, 

lifford Jackson. 



R T .c; N T O F T H .� I 

Townsite Com.mis ion, 

· agoner, Ind • Ter. , -

no ble u. S. Indi n Inspect or, 
Muscogee, Ind.Ter • 

• 

• 

T I O R, 

2?, 1900. 

36996-B 

e have the honor to ns er to your communication of ?ov-

er 14th, in hich s nclosed communication from r. C sh ay-

1 r, of · e.�oner, in vhich he states th t the "Dawes Comm.is. ion" 

intarmed him th t his lot is in th street. 

e are reliably informed that some three ye rs o his 

party jumped or took pos ession of a lot belongin to some other 

itizen of the to 
' 

hich · s unimproved; that he erected thereon 

a two room box house for a d  elling •. h part owning the lot 

omaenced an action in the United tat s Court a ainst • Taylor 

tor possession of th lot; the result of hich as, that, 5.r. Taylor 

wa ordered by the Court to remove his house rom s id lot b a 

apeoified time. 1 r. Taylor moved his house to 1here it no stands

Which is in the street n rre d, Valley . venu , at the st nd o
.6' the

alley in Block 436. This as a recogni z d street b. the cit r nd 

wa shown upon the pl t filed ith the application or incorporation 

or the town• it 
' 

� not us d as a str et bece.us of the fa ct th t 

1 t had never been opened. 

,e have at different tim � since the beginnin of th 

•urv y of this town notified .'r. Tylor that his hou e. in he

r et and advised him to t posses ion of a lot in ome other 

lo tio upon which to move is hou ; he '"' emed to think w-t it 

the duty of the Commission not only to furni h him 1th 

l , but to move his house lso.

V r respectfull , 

H. C. Linn.
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4) Union gency o. 1314.rec ived ov.10,1900.0ffic of u.s.

tan Inspector for Indian Territory. ,amington, ov.3,1900, 
t r1---Refers letter from Ca h Taylor, ,'agon r, I.T., rel. to 

lot in the street.



Sir: 

D P AR T Tu T THE I N T E R I O R, 

ashing ton. 

United States Indi an Inspect ar 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, I.T.

January 26, 1901. 

The Department is in receipt of your lett r af J ua.ry 16, 

1901, in regard to a. letter from C sh Tylor, of ag r, 

Indian Territory, cl. imi at his house s been left in a 

street in said to n and th t he h s not b en ive a vacant lot 

upon which to move his houso, hich letter as ref rred to you 

on December 17, 1900, far consideration, report and recommenda­

tlon. 

The �ownsi te commission reported to you t T ylor' s 

1.aproTeaents are located in the street kno n s Valley treet, 

just west of lot 5 in block 436 and ast of th rail y right 

t we,, and that the property surround.i u-.Taylor's improve-

nts is mainly improved. A roug sketch of the street 

surrounding property is tr smitted by you. 

You state that in surveyi this to n it as necessary 

to lay out a street hich thre the improvements of Taylor 

d 

ill he treet; th at as the pl at of th to n s been ppro ed

bJ t Depar1ment you recorn.nend that u-.Taylor b dvised that

partaent cannot afford him relief in the matter, and

1 t 1a for the authorities of the to 

in whether his house may remain 

of agoner to

ere it is. 
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J. copy of the report of the Commissioner of Indian

Attairs in the matter, dated January 24, 1901, concurring 

in your recommendation, is inclosed. 

The Depar'bnent also corours in your reco endation and 

you will advise Mr .Taylor accordingly. 

Ind.Ter. Div. 
,138-1900. 
306-1901.
1 inolosure.

espectfully, 

Thos. yan 

Acting ecretary. 

(lndorsed) Union ency No.1682 eceived Feb.4,1901 Office 
ot u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington, 
lan.26, 1901. ecretary.---- pproves recommendation relative 

adVisi Cash Taylor , goner about lot in street.----



Deparunent of tn, Interior, 

'!'be .A.ttcr my General. 

Sir: 

ashington, December 22, 1900. 

38997-A 

The Depariment is in receipt of a communication from 

t.be United States Indian Inspector for the Indian Territory 

dated December 6, 1900, enclosing oopy of a letter from t 

United States Attorney for the orthern District of Indian 

Terri tar y, relative to t re case of apoleon B.koore vs. 

Dwight · .Tuttle et al., pending in the United States Court of 

Appeals for t� Indian Territory. 

The United tates Attorney states that he " ill 

ha-ye the matter in shape for the transcript for the Court of 

Appeals b1 the middle of J'anuary, and t� April ter , on 

account of Mr.Hutchings refus to consent that it be submitted, 

is the earliest date ·.hich the same could be heard under the 

law. 

The Department is exceedingly an:xi ous that said case 

should be disposed of as early as possible, and I have to 

request that tl District Attorney be instructed to move the 

court to advance said co.u e, if sue h practice be allo able, 

in order that it may be disposed of at the ery e liest date 

practicable. A copy of the letter of t United vtates 

Attorney is enclosed here Ti th. 

espe c tfully, 

Thos. yan. 

Acting uecretary. 
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orsed) Union ency No.1539 eoeived Dec.31,1900 Office 
t .s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington, 

Dec.22, 1900. ecretary.---- as requested Atty.Genl. to have 
)IDskogee injunction case heard as soon as possible.-----



DEPART r T 0 

, SH GT 

T 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territor 
' 

· uskogee, I. • 

Sir: 

• 

I T T R I 0 • 

J u r 12, 1901. 

The Department is in receipt of a lett r from cting 

Attorney General Beck dat d Janu ry 10, 1900, inclosin th re­

with a cop· of a letter addressed to the Attorne T ener 1 on the 

6th instant by t nit d vt t s  ttorney for the orthern 

District of the Indian merritory, in hich he st t t t h

will have his brief in the case of Napoleon • oore s. D • • 

Tuttle et al., comprising the ·usco ee Town.site Commission, 

ready for submission to the Court of pp als at its pril term, 

1901, and that that is th e rli t possibl d te th t th s me 

can be submitt d. 

The United vt tes Attorn r iv as a re son that the ttor-

ney for the pl intif and the ere k a ion r us d to con nt 

to any stipulation ich ti coul iv d, nd under h 

rule of the Court o App als and the la the cas could not 

get into t e Octo er term of the nit d tates Court of App ls. 

Ind.Ter .Div. 
117-1901.

Respectfully, 

Thos. y n 
ctin Seer ry. 

( · dorae4) Union Agency No. �,. ec iv d J n.�1, 901.0ffice of U.S.
ndtan Inspector for Indian Territor . a hington, Jen.12, 1901 .

retary---- tty.Genl.r Dorts u ko ee townsit ca e 11 e b -
Court Appe ls in pril. 

--------



ply to the folloVTing: 

1 01. 

The Ho orable 

D 

Office 

T 

of I 

. 
ashi 

I T 

dian 

to 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

" IN E_ IO 

ff irs, 

bruary 

39015-A 

' 

?, 1901. 

I bave the honor to tra smi t her · th a report made on rebruary

1, 1901, by George .right, • • Indi I spector for the 

I d1an Territory, recomm.e din that to nsite commissioners be 

appointed for the purpose of ki g the apor i em nts of to s i 

'\he Creek at ion along the li e of th 0t. Louis, Oklahoma d 

outhern ail y, hi ch to s ar o bein plat ed and surve ed

der a contrect 1th 

recently been completed 

• L. F. ark r, the to of ounds havin 

d the pl tap roved. He 1 vites atte -

tio to the follo in provision of th 

1900, e.s follo s: 

The Secretar of the Int er ior 
poi t e. townsite commission of thre
a d herokee ·ations, t 1 ast o of 
the ribe nd sh 11 e p oi ted 
Pri c1pe.l Chief of th ri be. 

ct of Con r s  of a 31, 

his disor tion, ap-
er for ach oft e ere k 

hom shall b e ci izen of 
h nomi atio of h 

a d t\ll"ther reco e ds t t e dir cted to r qu st th Princip 1 

hiet of the Creek atio to omin t on m n ho s  all 

1tizen of the tribe; that he (the Insp ctor) u e m o 

suitable person residi in the I ia erritory; nd th t one 

ide person be ppoin ed by the ecretary as id to site com-

o er. 

He states th tit 11 be s��e tie b for h se appoint e t
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ca be made, by hi ch ti me several to s · 11 e surve T d a 

the plats ready for transmis ion and it is therefore desired that 

early e.ctionbe take ... in refere ce to this matter. 

The office sees o o ·ection to th course recommended by 

the I spector, but on t e other hand is of the o inio tha e to n-

it• commission for t Creek tion should e appointed at the 

earliest practicable date. • ark r is pro�e din 1th r at 

de patch in the executio o� is contr ct a if commissio ere 

i existence at the prese t  time it could pro ably le co tinuously 

employed in appra1s1 f tow i h Creek atio surve Ted y 

• Parker. he I spector's reco e d tion is t erefor respect-

fully concurred in. 

• c. v. (1'6)

Ver respectfully, 
Your obedie t ervant, 

• • Jo es • 

Commissio er • 

( 4oraed) Union gene ·o.1777. eceived �eb.10,1901.0ffice of l.S. 
I dia Inspector for Indian Territory. shingto , ebruary,9,1 01. 
ecretary----Approves recommendation appoi t e t  to n ite com.mis ion­
r to appraise to s in Creek atio surve ed under Parker co tract. 
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Hon.E.A.Hi tohcock, 

Sir:-

Secretary or tM Interior, 

/ashington, n.c.

,, 

,. 

goner,I.T. Feb.20,1901. 

I beg le ave to state that I am a citizen of the Indian 

Territory residing no in the To af agom r, that I the 

owner or improved Lot o. 9 in Block o. 342. I claim that I 

have been unfairly dealt nth, and either partiality or ignor­

ance has been shown in the appraisem.ent of my lots, nd Wish 

to call your attention to that fact by giVi.ng you co parison 

of different lots and their appraised v w. 

Lot o.9 in Block 342 is situated at the corner of Church 

Street and Casaver treet, in a lo place and no business house

on either of said tree ts, it contains 40759 square feet and 

is appraised at ..;iS00.00; wi ich is mor t.han t ice the anount 

tor which it can be sold for to-day. Lot o.5 in Block No.259 

1a also on Casaver treet and Clinton treet, and about t e same 

distance from the center of the town d a ·ood loc tion and

contains 38000 square feet; it is appraised at ·300.00, the 

loeation is much bett r t.h mine. No th re is Lot No.l in 

Block o.260 contains 4??38 square feet, tbe choice lot of the 

Town and nearer the center than my lot, it is appraised at 450.00;

lither ot the above lots re in a loc tion here property is 

llore v uable th n mine •

I merely point these lots out to ou as a com ison of 

ness ot ti. appraisement and the injustice 1ut h s 

here through ignorance or prejudice; these re not 



all, 
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hundred instances c be found. 

I enclose you the affidavits of t o highly respected 

oitizens of the ' o n in re ard to t ue of the a bo e n ed 

operty, and sk you to send same responsible party .here to 

investigate this appraise ent, nd t conduct oft a praisers, 

during their term of office at this 1 ce • 

And no , • ·ecretary, kno ing you to e t  e represent -

t11'e at tm great Gov rmoont of t Unitod 'tates, nd beli ving

that you ish to do justice to all pirties, I hope that my 

petition may be he rd d t at you · 11 t an early d t have 

this matter investig ted, so th t justice 

parties, 

y be don to 

I ' 
er respectfully yours, 

m.J" ckson.

1

( darsed) Union ency o.186 cei ved ar.5,1901 ffice of 
ll.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ebruary 20,1901,
fro Jackson, "m. ·a oner,Ind. y. · C .----Complains s to 
the appraise111en t of lot in agoner, I.T.cl imed by him, nd 

investigation. �ncloses 2 affidavits.----



D E P .ti T !F I I T 

Tbe Commission to the 

Five Civilized ribes 

�skogee, ndia Territory. 

entlemen: 

39029-A 

I O R. 

pri 1 24, 1901. 

The Departme tis in receipt your c unication of ipril 12. 

1901, reporting that the Co ission received from the United states 

Indian Inspector a letter dated . arch 30, 1, transmitting a communi-

eation from • • stes, of abala., I. T., adn s c to the United 

tales Indian gent at the Union gency, requestin certain information 

ooncerning the to nsite of la a.a vt tion, on the t. Louis, kla­

homa &. outhern ailroad. 

You state that t e I specter reported that the eighty acres 

recommended by your CoitUnis ion, under th provisions of the act of 

Congress approved ·ay 31, l O ( r 1 0tat., 221), to be set aside or 

townsi te purposes at that place "was approved" by the Dep tment on 

October 26, 190 , and the nspector reports that he has received other 

communications of a similar chtlracter, in hich the p rties invari bly

tate that where lands have been filed on the citizens have not re-

11Yed official and formal notice t1at such lands had een set aside 

or ae gated for to nsite purposes, and t e Inspector suggests in 

Oaaea where lands ave been so set aside and approved by the Depart­

n upon the recommend tion of the ommis ion, and hich had there­

tor be n selected, that the parties making such selections be ti-
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ied that the land is no longer su ject to allotment, and that any 

tilings which had been made prior to t at ti e should be cancelled. 

You q_uote at le gth from your reply to the nspector, and also 

late that you advised him that you uld ask the epartment for in-

1tructions relative to t e cancellation of such preliminary allotments 

u are included ithin the limits of townsites set aside and reserved

y the Secretary of the Interior, under the prov 1s1ons of said act of 

190 . 

You also q_uote fro section 6 of the act of congress approved 

1901, entitled, 11 ct to ratify and confirm an agreement 

11th the uskogee or reek tr 1 b o ndians, and for other purposes," 

(Public o. 112), ich provides that: 

"All allotments made to Creek citisens by said Commission, 
prior to the ratification of this agree100nt, as to hich there is no 
eontest, and hich do not include public prop rty, and are not herein 
otherwise affected, are conf · ed, and the same shall, as to appraisem­
•nt and all things else, be governed by the provisions of this agree-
ent." 

You re ort that, in your judg en t, "allotments her einbefor e 

reterred to ould be r ndered fi al y the ratification of the creek 

!greement and e in conflict i th the order of the uecretary of the 

Interior setting aside and r serving from allotment under the provis-

1o or said act of' , ay 31, 1 o , that portion of said allot ents

1h1 h are included vithin t 

1rd reserved."

i its of th to ns 1 te s so set !:i i de

You request to e i tructed 1th re erenc to the ca cellatio

or o much of said preliminary allot ent as are includ d ithin the

or the townsites et aside as aforesaid and t at the tter b 



pecial and the 01nm1ssion instructed by telegraph. 

The Aoting Co issioner of Indian ffairs forwarded your said 

unication on pril 18, 1901, and expresses the opinion that any 

eliminary allotment certificate, embraced in hole or in part within 

the limits of any townsite set aside by the Depart ent, under said act 

ot ay 31, 190L, 'is c ncelled by operation of lai, by the mere act of 

,iting aside or reservi t e land for townsi te purposes". 

He further expresses the opinion that your Comr.ission, hich 

haa charge of the allot ent records, should, as soon as it rece 1 ves 

formal notification th t land has been so set aside, at once notify 

all persons who have de applicatioI s for allotments of land i thin 

aaid towns 1 te 11mi ts, ad vis i them of the action taken by the epart-

aent, and, further, that their allotment certificates have been cancel­

led and in whole or in part, as the case may be, and that they are at 

liberty to make selections of 1 and elsewhere. 

The Depart ent is cl early of t e opinion that the setting 

Hide of a to nsite, under the provisions of said act of ay 31, 1 00, 

h a 1egre1ation of the land so set apart, and that such segregation 

oannot be affected by section 6 of the act ratifying the agreement 1 t, 

the Creek ation referred to in your re ort, for the reason that, hen 

llld is once segregated, it ;ill be considered xcludod from the op r-

1 ion or ,my subsequent act as uch as if it was xpressly en ti..Jned 

t re1n. his s been the ruli of t e courts nd the er:a rtrnent 

s1noe the case of ilcox vs. Jackson. (13 ters, 4 8), decided 

• United .:>tB te .Jupre e ourt in 18' more than sixty years go. 



In addition to the foregoing it I y be remark d that the nro­

said act of : y 31, l '--, declare 

"That \ henever a�y tract of land shall be set aside, as nerein 
ovided, hich is occupied by a ember of the tribe, (" uch occupant 

l be fully c pensated for his i provements thereon, under such
es and regulations as ay oe pre cri d by the ecretary of the 
erior." 

On January 3rd last the United �tates Indian 

a4v1 ed that: 

specter as 

"The Department so concurs in the suggestion of the vO is-
ione that steps looki g to the co pe nsa t ion of any cit 1 zen o may

in possession of t e 1 .d nbed not be ta!·en until a report concern­
ing such citizen's claiti is received from you." 

In order that the records of your ..,omission and the Depart ent 

y properly sho I the st tus of the land embraced in soid townsi tes, 

d also that the e bers of the tribes hose ccupations may be af-

o ed by the segregation o the to nsites, it is considered advisable 

should notif s id p rties that their llot nt 

c nc 11 ed in ho lo or in port, ao they may des ire, 

end that they h ve the pri ilege of roaking elections of 1 nd in lieu 

ot that which f 11s ithin the 11 its of the townsite, ro th t they 

take such ction s the dee ·dvi able in the premises. aid oc-

ta should ale- b 

'bates ndian 

dvi ed that the can present their clai s to 

spec tor, under the' proviso above µot d. 

copy of the report of the cti g o issioner of i 

1 inclosed here ith. 

• 

spectfu ly, 

hos. an. 
cting ..,ecretary • 



Ip 

I. • D. 

RT T 0 1 TH 

·ashington.

!he United states Indian Inspector

for the Indian erritory, 

Muskogee, I. T/ 

ir: 

39O35-A 

I t T = I 0 
' 

.Tune 28, 1901. 

The Department has considered your com uni cat ion of June 

s, 1901, recommending that, if the to site commissions for 

the towns or uskogee and agon r are appointed as recommended 

in your letter of that date, proper instructions to the com-

i aions be prepared and or rd d to you or their idance, 

in conformity 1th the provisions of the Creek reement 

(31 Stat.861), ratified b. th na ion ay 25, 1901. 

Th Department ha , y lett r of ev n dat , concurr d 

in your recommend tion s to th appointment f th commis ions 

tor these t ns, and the m mber of the commissions hav been 

directed to report to you for dut July l, 1901. 

The Department d s not deem it neces� r ,  ho ever, at hi 

time, to attempt to give other instructions t n tho e as to 

ibe suggestions by ou disposed of ereinafter. If th r 

1 any uncertainty as to ny portion of th reement as 

o town 1tes, you can ask instructions of the epartment at

Y 1 e.



You recommend that ou be directed to instruct the com­

a! siona to prepare and su mit to the D partment corrected 

hedule of improv ment s and appra isement s in these to ns, as 

xiating at the time o their "re-instatement" and conforming 

to the provisions of said agreem nt. 

he Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in his report on 

your comxnunication, recommends in this particul r instance 

that you be directed to in truct aid com.missions to re-

ach dule, as far as be necessary, lot in said to s, he 

re- chedules to be prep red in accordance · th the provisions 

ot aid agreement. In this recommenda ion the Department 

concurs. 

You also stat that, in numerous instances, our a t ntion 

ba b en called to the fact that in surv ying an platting 

lot the commissions heretofore actin have scheduled uch 

lo to one party, al thou h part of the lot a o ed another 

P on, and you r  commend that you be dir cted to in truct th 

comm1 ions, hen ubmitting schedules, t t they permit such 

partte to adjust their differen es, and, her unable to do 

, that the C11>mmission "act as board of ar itre.tion in 

h matter befor finally schedulin such lots to ny on part "•

The Depart nt has no obj ctio to partie le all a -

�u ting their differ nces. 7he Commission re deemed to have
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)'I H 
I' :-

p r to settle all such controversies a to to lots. The in-

tructions of April 21, +899, to th .·uskogee To nsite rom-

11 ion, and those of . ugust 3, 1899, to the agoner �o nsite 

Commission, contain directions relative to settlin such con-

troveraies, and, as tated t e Commi sio er of Indian 

J.ttairs, it ould s em that, the comnissioners should have 

settled such controver ies efore scheduling to any particular 

person an lot clai ed y ore then one person. 

You also recommend, a section 31 o the agree ent pro-

ndes, that, 

" 11 moneys to be paid to the tribe 
v11ions of this a reement shall be paid, 
he Secretar of the Interior, into the 
ta tea to the credit of the tribe, and an 

or shall be made monthl to the ecretar 
to the � rincipal hie f • 

under any of the pro­
under dir ction of 
reasur of the United 

itemized report there­
of the Interior and 

.that direction e riven for the money arisin from the le 

or town lots be pa id into the treasury of the rni ted tat 

through the Cni ted ..,tat es In ian ent at th nion g ncy 

in the same manner as provided for funds arisin from th sale 

ot town lots in the Cho ct and Chickasa ation . The 

oomm1a ioner concurs in this recom ndation, nd the Department 

al o concurrin rou 111 advise 11 
, 

acoordingl�. 

rti � in interest 

You inclose a form of pat nt for use in conv in to 
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lots disposed of in the Creek 

and recommend, if such i in 

least five thou and e furni 

changed as SU f'.€Sted b the 

The Department h s chan 

a ke the f 1r st two 11 ne a r a 

ion, reto or appoin 

a tion, un er sai a r ement,

prop r for 
' 

that a suppl of at 

he ou; that the for has b en 

rincipal Chief of the Creek ation. 

ed the orm sli htl 
' 

so a 0

" her as, a o 1 t commi s-

ct· 1 der authority of th 

act of Congress approved . r h 1, 1901 (31 S at.SCl), a r ment 

ratified b th r ek ation y 25, 1901, ha apprai ed th lot 

in the t n of" 
, 

tc. 

The suppl of hes 

100n a pr ctic le. 

arms de ired · 11 e furni h d a 

copy of the Co issioner's letter i inclosed. 

espectfull , 

• • Hitchcock •

ecr tary.

l incloaure.

( orsed) Union gene o.2366. eceived Jul.5,1 l.Office of u • • 

n4 n Ins ctor or Indian orritory. a hington,D.C.,June 28,1901. 
eoretary----Ins�ructio s for a on r am .u ko e to s1 co is­

iona under greement; blank patents ·11 b sent. 



39035-B 
in repl tot e follo in 

4. -···, l:::

18 -1901. 
F THL I

, 

ffic o In i n f air , 

a hin ton, July 1, lC\Ql. 

The Honorable 

The secreter of the Interior. 

1r: 

The office is in recei t of epartment 1 tter of June Zl, 

1go1, for ardi g for consid ratio , earl report, nd recom enda­

t1on, a communication dated June 1 , 1 01, rom Se uel • John on, 

'eq., transmit in �t te en o ' rrors in an le o 

plat. 

u kop � 

t!l'. Jo.n on's letter of Jun 10, 1 01, eems to rela mor 

particul rl to th ct ion of the epartm nt in ca sin hi removal 

aa Chair n of th Chick a To 

iousl oft e osi io n

it ro is on. H com.l ins ser­

Insp ctor right in the r mise 

anc. seems to feel that, as 

which he cons id 

in 

be 

the plat of 

reins ated. 

rs apparen 

rd ore pr 

his em

there re rror 

1 mor seriou 

par d under his 

to be a out the 

aon' s communic t ion. It is thou ht unnece 

length aid communication 1 this r port. 

in the usko pl 

han tho e th�t ere 

jurisdic ion, he o ht to 

sub t nc of r. John-

sar to s t forth a 

The Dep rtm nt also ref rr d 1 h said let er a comm.unica ion 

from • Johnson dated June 12, 1901, nclos n the affidavit of

• G. awles, drafts an for he hicka a To sit Com.mission. In

hie affidavit it is tated byt e af i nt that th Chairman of

he Chickasa Townsite Commission used e ery possible effort 'to
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baTe the s rveyor do his duty properl and accurately and that 

"time and again 'hen th Chairman ould hav me (him) make a 

•tracing as to ho he de ired th to n laid out the surveyor (

"'l'hayer) has deliberately chan · d the tracin and s ve ed ·t as 

"he wanted to and ord r m (him) to r s the plat and mke ·t 

"conform to his (Thay r's) i h s." 

He furth r s  e r  that he heard r. Tha r, th 

tell the Chairman of th om.mi ion hat t an le 

check and th h ( ha r) h d en a vi d by th 

urve or, 

ould not 

uperv ing 

gineer to 'fud e' the d make t m check nd hat he (the 

uperTis g gineer) had don so at uskoge • II and t t the 

Chairman oppos d such actions and told the upervising �ngineer 

that Thayer informs him that h had b n advi d by him {the 

Supervising ,:.'ngin er) to fud ' and make a l ch ck th 

distances, nd tha h hair n of th ommission told "the 

• 

Supervising gin r in the pr s nc of the urv yor, clerk, nd 

hi elt {the affia t) nd in th pr s nc of ach other that he 

"(th ·upe rvisin gin r) had dir ct d the surveyor to ' ud 

"and that ri ht here he (th Chair n) ant d the �up rvisin 

n er and the surv yor o establi h a 'd d line' over 1 h 

o 'fudge ' and en it as es ablished h anted to lmo it as 

he would not t olerat uch action,' to h1ch th Sup rvi ing 



-3-

gineer made no repl but si pl lau hed • 

• Johnson's successor, the office und rst nds, has

1,een appointed and hile it ould eem that ·r. Johnson has not only 

bad the work at .iusko ee checked by someone horn he ter 'one 

of the most compe ent expert surve ors and engin ers in he nited 

a e , but that he is a 1 o having t bis surveyor ohe ck the sur ey 

ot other to_wns slD.'veyed under the immediate supervision of Inspec­

tor iright, the office does not understand that thi ction on the 

pari of • Johnson ould be of any avail to him so far a his 

rein tatement to the position he formerly occup ed is concern d.

The office has carefully examin d anv of th supposed 

errors shown b the unsi ned ype itten tat ment or d d by 

• Johnson and so far a e the min tion extended it e found 

that in each instance the rror alleged oe exist. It is a ell 

known fact hat the sum o the four an le of four sided f i ure 

au t equal 360 degrees and it is found that the sum of the an les 

ao ording to the fi s on h plat does not in man inst nee 

equal 360 degrees. The errors pointed out by ai state ent, so

tr as the office has e mined the same, do app ar on h map, and 

i is t lE ref ore respectfully r eco end d that r. John on' s com-

uni ation and enclosures be referred to In 

ful in e t1gat1on, co sid ration, report an 

1 • to the errors in said plat. The pl t of 

ector ri ht for care­

r com endation r la-

usko ee approved 
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1 the Department June 4, 1900.

er respectfull , 
our obedient servant, 

• • Jones •

Commissioner • 
o. • • (L'e)

( dor ed) Union gene o.2814. eceive Jul.15,1901.0ffice o u.s.

In 1an In pector for Indian Territor • ashington,July 6,101. 
cretary.----- efers lett r of • •  Johnson relative error n 

ogee town plat for report. 



DEPART . 

FFIC 

• J. George right,

U. • Ind i

...., I I 

nspector, 

.. usk gee, I • •  

1r: 

I T R I • 

r • 

• 

.July 8, 1901 •

There are tr nsmi tted here i th letters addres ed b t e 

39035-c 

on • .::iecretar of t e terior, under d te of 28th ulti o, to �essrs. 

John Adams and Be j in ·ars 1, rec nizing their reappointments 

aa townsite commissioner and apprais rs oft e to n of ·u ogee, 

and to uessrs. James • oark and ony • rector, reco nizing 

\heir reappointments as to 1nsite co issioners and anuraisers for

the to n of ·agoner. You ill please tran it said letters to the

persons addres ed, ·1th such instructions in regard to their official

Ut1es as may be required. You are so requ sted to report the 

4ates upon hich these officials enter upon duty under their reap­

Po1ntaents, for t e inf ormat io of this office. 

·essrs. Dwig t • uttle and :enry • Linn have lso been

reappointed as townsite co 1s io ers and praisers for the to ins 

ot USkogee and .,agoner, res cti vely, and ill be called upon by 

his otf 1ce to file o fie ial bo ds a pecial disbursing ag nts. 

P01l the receipt am. a -:revel of their bo ds t eir commissions 111 

lll81led directly to them. 
Very respectfully, 
, • a • .Jo.e�, F-ommfssioner. 
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1ed) Union gency ./ 2397 received Jul 12, 1901 office of u.

I. T. shington, July B, 1901. ommissioner. 

letter of appoint ent of to nsite co 'rs. �arsh 11, ,dams, 

oark. Linn and uttle ill be advised direct. 



N TICS .1.'0 0, F 

i INT.!!.R ' 

OFFIC.i!i T .. JSIT 1' C01 .IS.:>IQ_ FO T 'I' J, 0 

COG 1
, I I r' 

ugust 8,1 01. 

apoleon B. roore: You are hereby notified that Lot 1, Block 

sa,, in the toYm of . uscogee, on .. ich you om or cl· i t e i pro e­

ments, has been ppr�is d by the Co1.inission t 160.00, and the 

improTements at 'lo00.00; and you re d ised t t ·au ill be 

permitted to pure' se s id lot pon 1ic h our impro cnt-- e

ap:pr i.,;.,ed vol e; and t t ten p ·r loc ted at one- 1alf of t 

oen t or one -hnlf o:" t � ppr(.. L:,c v lue must be id by ·ou into 

the United tates �u - reasury t St.Louis, issouri, t.o mont s 

trom the oervice of t' is notice upon you; you t kL triplicate 

ceipts therefore, one o_ ,hich is to be for\arded to the Depart­

aent or t.be Interior, Office of Indian ffairs, through t e United 

t tes Indian I spector for the Indi n erritor , and one ith 

uthorities of t�e Cree 1.. tion; nd n addition 1 per 

ent ot one-half of the npr is d v lue ust be de osit b .-ou 

in he ub-Treasury i thin s i:: on the from date oft e er-

1oe or t 11s notice u on ou; d t e re aind r, sE..venty-fi ve 

cent or one-half of the · praised v 1 , must be deposited by 

in the ..;ub-Trca ury a .,)t.Louis, .issouri, in t iree e u 

-..11n1l installme t • 

First nnual inst 1 en ill be d e nd pa ble on the 

ugust, 1901. 

second annual inst�l · t ,111 b· due nd pa, ble on tho 8 
ok no. 4 letter 411.--
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ot ugust, 1902. 

And the third annu 1 inst llment ill be due nd p yable on 

.be 8 day of Augu t, 1 03. 

And in each instance receipt, in triplicate, must be 

almn from t sub-Treasury; one of hich receipt you must 

tor ard to the e art on t o t e Interior, ff ice of Indian 

Utairs, through t United t tes Indi n Inspector for the Indian 

Territory; and anot r to be 

be Creek ation. 

nished to tl e uthorities of

I:t' said r· st ymen t of 10 per ce um is not deposited by 

you in the ..:>ub-Tr asury of t 1e United t tes, o.t ot.Louis, .. issouri, 

thin t o mon s fro t 

you, said lot ill be sold 

date oft e service of this notice upon 

public auction tote higiest bidder. 

ight ,, • Tuttle 

John d s 

njamin . rs 11 

�scoge mo ·nsite Co is­
ion. 

ency r s 0 Book o. 4 Letter 411 •. usko ee,Okla. 



I U IT�D J T .... u C U T I � I T IT Y 

ol on B. oore, laintiff, 

vs. 

gbt • uttle,
Benjamin �ar 

ohn 
all. efend nts. 

C9100 s no t c Ore 

Chief, and as · to be made 

tion, throug • orter, as 1rincipnl

arty plain ti... f in this proceedi • ,.e

vers th.at t11e Creek tion 1 interest in -tl1is suit. Th t 

lots in controversy and entioned in the complaint in this 

it are the pro rty o s id Creek tion. 'at the defen ants 

in said cause are t'.l.l"e teni to dvertise nd sell t e entire 

townsite or _:uscogee, �l of hich is the sole nd e elusive 

property of the s id Cree ti on; th t cloud, if aid Co is-

ion are per itted to proceed, ill be cast upon its property, 

and that non-citize 

Creek a ti on are p 

' 
erson 

itt d

· ing no ri ts tevcr in the 

t e s of said t e e ed nd 

ers; t!: .... t under t e )rovi sions proposed sale to beco.e pure 

ot e under ,hie s id s e ,i.11 be ode it is rovided 

en final pa ent i ado e pure asers ill ve complete 

nee or title to t pro rty so purch sed; the. t such proceed-

ill cause a ul tiplicity o suits on t p art of the at ion, 

11 be irreparable in ·ury to 1 • 

e further avers that he is in re co ipt of corru unicat·on from 

erior Dep r"tmcnt of recent d e, not on y instructin said

to ell t e lots it in e incor or tod to of 

1ich improve ents 1ave been eroct d 

no. 4 letter 404--

hich are 
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citizens and non-citizens, but also unimpro ed and 

hich are a part of t public domain. 

Your petitioner therefore pray th t t is 1 ay be t ken as 

the origiaal co pl · nt in t! is action, to 1hich he 

t-taches a copy of the letter abo e f .. rrea to and ving no 

u te end complete re dy t la he prays th t the injunction

rayed tor in the ori · nal co pl · n may be granted nd sufficient-

11 enlarged to restr in and pre ent the defendants fro selling 

y town lo ts or ot r re 1 estate i in the inc orpor te limits 

ot the town of ·uscogee, or from d·ertising t e "  e, or any of 

tilem tor sale or ot r. ise interf ring . i th or disturb in id 

lots or property. 

d) Union Agency res Book �o.

CHII &. ,.u T. 

etter 404 uskogee, kla. 



IN THE T I! I I :n _;.,___-

NO TH 1 -r I TRI CT SI 1.. AT I:.UuC G"'"" 1 • 

C

B. oore and t e Creek ation, Plaintiffs, 

vs. 

Dwigllt • Tuttle, John Adnms arid 
njamin arshall, ,:uscogee To msi te 

Commission. Defendants. 

This cause c e on is day to be .. eard before the onorable 

John R. Thomas, United ut tc udge or t e Indi n Territory, 

orthern District, upon the compl int of the laintiff, poleon 

B. oore, d tho etition of the Creek ration, ordered to be 

macle a party plaintiff ccordi to the prayer oft e petition, 

plaintiff being re res ntod by ,illi T. Hutchings ruid the defen-

dants by Pliny L. oper, United dta s ttorney for the J.,orthcrn 

District oft e Indi n Te ritory, and the Court h ving considered 

said o anplaint und eti tion and ing leard tle r ments of 

oounsel do th find t.at t e preliminary 

granted. It is the afore order d, 

and 

defendants 

re hereby 

co pos i ig 

restrained 

t e ,�uskogee 

und en·oined 

in ·unction p a od 0
should 

djudsed and decreed thu t 

To site Co i ssion be 

fro dvertisi s for sale 

d selling, or othe 1ise interfering i th lot �o. 1, block 384, 

IDd lots os. 11 and 12, block 161 of the to rnsi te SUI' ey of the 

orporated to of .:.Us'ogee nd the i provement ituuted thereon 

ell as all other lots of parcels of round situ ted nd bei 

in the corporate liMi ts of the aid incorpor ted to n r£ usko-

11 the further order of this Court. 

(..:>i ned) J • rrH •

ency ress Book ·o. 4 etter 41� ,.u ko ee,Okla. 



ooounts 
?86 

M789 
791/1901 

3 9?4 
tl452 

D 

• enry c. Li
' 

agoner, • • 

ir: 

. 1 

� 

• 

..:>. 

U U<> t G, 1901. 

Your of icial o dd t d Jul 22, 1 vl, as upeci�l is-

bursing ent under your recent reappoint &nt as o nsite o -

missioner and .Pr iser in the to n of ,agon&r, ndian Terri-

tory, h�s been a pro ed and our c 

today unde1 sep r te cover. 

i ion is for arded to ou 

·essrs. '!'o y • .. ro ctor and Ja es oar , our o er 

associate co issioners, l ve lso been reappointed, and you 

•111 all be expected to res ie our official duties under the 

direction of the n ctor for the I dia erritory, ho 111 

report the dates pon hich you d 

this otfice. 

o, for the infor · tion of 

Close yo r accounts und r your old bo d 1th the day pre­

ed1ng that upon hich ou nt r on duty under your new appoi t­

ent and open a ne set of accounts u der the ne bond, coIJIJ1enc-

ll8 1th and inclu ng t e d te upon ich you enter on duty 

hereunder. Your final accounts under your old bond should be 

bai'tted for adjust ent ithout del y and accolD. anied b" a s orn 

ent sho ·in the number, da e, ount, and payee of each 

dra by you a 0pecial is ursing �gent and then re in-
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outstanding a d  unpaid. 

er respectfully, 

• •  Tonner,

cting o issioner.

up the Indian nspector for the ndian TerI"i tory. 

oraed) Union �enc 1 ,� 2625 received ug. 12, 1901. ,1ashing­

:ug. s, 1901. o issioner. .addressed to H. • Linn, 

bond ap;>roved; i tructs close old accounts. 



DE A 
I.T.D.
2,,0-1901. 
1118 2822-1899. 

T 1 1 T 
iashi 

0 T H .1.!. 

ton. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

far the Indian erritory, 

Muskogee ,I. T. 

Sir: 

I T , R I 0 
' 

us t 14, 1901. 

39035-1' 

The De artment is in receipt of your report dated ugust 3, 

1901, upon the c.ommunication fran 1r.Charles H. orris, of 

agoner, Ind· n Terr., referred to you by t 

July 5th, in hich ·ir. ,orris complained that t 

ep er tmen t on 

To sito 

Commission had taken the reater part of the lot claimed by 

him as a street and h d refused to dd to t other side of 

his lot land rhich had been in an old aba doned ro d. 

You for ard a letter addressed to you on u ust 1st by 

.H.C.Linn, Cbairm of the ,agorer To nsite Commission, in 

which it is stated that the To nsite Co ission had ad ·usted 

the matter satisf ctorily to • orris by scheduling to him a 

lot 32 feet W1 de by 150 feet deep, and recorrum m t t no fur­

tb,r action be t en in the premises o

The Acti Commissioner for ards your report and concurs 

in your re co Illl1E nd ti on • 

T.be Dep ar1Inen t sees no ob je cti on to t 

action and you are ad ised accordingl • 

espectfully, 

hos. yan 

cont plated

ctine; ,.Jecretary. 
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orsed) Union Agency o.2572 eceived 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. 

1, Secretary.----Approves eport rel.to 
orris, of . agoner,I.T.----

.20,1901 Office of 
• ashington, .14, 

complaint of C as. 



DE p A 

I.T.DIV.
"80-1901.

T NT F 

, aSHINGT N. 
HE I T ..c; IO R. 

ile 660-1818 ctober 10, 1901. 

The United States Indi n nspector 

Sir: 

for the ndian Territory, 

Muskogee, • • 

The Depart ent is in receipt of a report from cting nd­

ian Inspector levely, dated �eptember 2?, 19 1, tra smitting a 

letter from the l ayor of ·uskogee, inclosing papers relative to 

the issuance of bonds for t .e co struction of ater\orks and a 

wer system in said town. 

Reference is aade by the ,cting nspector to section 25 of 

the ,greement ith the Creek ation contained in the act of Con­

gress approved arch 1, 1901 (31 Stat., 861), ratified by the 

nation on 1.ay 25, 1 01, and it is st ted that the city of uskogee 

has taken steps for the issuance of municipal bonds in the sum of 

150,000.00 for the purpose of constructing ater orks and 25,0 

tor the purpose of constructing se ers, and that an election as 

duly held on 'eptem er 24, 1 01, at hich ore than the required 

118Jor1ty of qualified voters voted in favor of the issuance of 

said bonds. 

The cting ·nspector refers to your office letter of �ept­

llllber 10th, transmitting the papers relative to the election held 

1n the town of agoner, Creek ation, for a similar purpose, and

an1m1 ts all the papers "for such action as the !Jepartme t deems 

t appropriate '. 

•
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The cting Connni c· ioner of ndian .n.ffalr for arded said

report on October 5, 1 01, and reports that all of the proceed­

ings in the premises ere re ular" and that there is no legal ob-

jection thereto". e further st tes that the ndian Office "is 

not a are of any rea on hy the taxpayers of the city of 'us�ogee 

should not be permitted to ·im rove the city or to n as they de m 

best", and he recommends that you e advised that t.e issuance of 

bonds for the purpose entioned ill be ap roved. 

Your attention is called to depart ental letter dated the 

9th instant relative to the report requested of you concern! g 

the town of agoner, and you are requested to ke a similar re-

port upon the at te o t e is ua ce of onds y t e city of .:usk­

ogee, as sug ested in said letter of the th instant, 1th the 

exception that it ill e u eccessary to require any report from 

the uperinte dent of 'chool , as it does not appear that any 

�nds are to be issued by uskogee for school purposes. 

report 1s desirable as soon as practice le. 

cting Commissioner's lette 

1 Inclosure. 

is inclosed. 
esp ctfully, 
• • Hitchcock, 

copy of the 

ecretary. 

(Endorsed) Union gency ' 2 6? received ct. l?, 1901. ffice of 

U • •  Indian I specter fr dian Territory. a hington, Oct. 10, 
1901, �ecret y. equests repo t rel. to ater orks bonds for
uakogee, TC. 



390 

D � 
f fB T 

l, T ¥ ? ID N T E 'R I O R • 
ice of Indian ff air • 

I.George ,1right, Jsq.,

U. s. Indian nspect r,

·uskogee, I. T.

ir: 

ashington, 
ctober 14th, 1 01. 

There is trans 11i tted ere i th, i th t e request that you 

make an investigation a d report thereon, a letter addressed to 

this office on ctober ·&.;,, 1 01, y £,essrs. Britton and ray of 

this city, attorneys for t t: ,issouri, Kansas and rexas aili y 

Company. 

The attorneys state that the .. uskogee To ;n �ite o .ission 

has not if ie d the said rhil ay co1.pany that lot 1, block 1 , and 1 

lot 39 of block o3, in the said to n of . uskogee, had een schedul­

ed to the co pany and that it as necessary to ma e payment at cer-

tain specified dates. ontinuing, the attorneys state that the lots 

in question are a portion of the ground w ich has been int e exclu­

ive possession of the rail ay company for a n  1ber of years as stoc· 

Yards and reservoir sites, and for1s a ecessary art of the ground 

ua 4 by it at thot poi t for the operation of its road. 

They invite attention to thbt portion of the act of 'ongress 

approved arch 1, l�i 1, (t e creek egreenent), ich is as follo.s: 

"That all la ds to hich at the date of the ratific tion of 

this agreement, ·ny railroad co any ay, under ny treaty or ct of 

eas, have ve ted right for right uf way, depot and station 

Olinda, ater st tions, stocky ds or si ilar uses connected ith 

ntenance nd operation of a railroad are resor ed ram llot-
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and state th tu der the act of ' ngress a proved July 25, 

1866 1 the said railway co pany acquired a vested intere tin such 

grounds adjacent to its 11 e of road as ere ccupied and used 

by ihe company for the ecessary purposes of railroad operotion. 

Continuing, they further state t t the approved map here­

totore filed in this office demonstrates the use and occupation, 

and consequent ve�ted interest, and the request that the T n 

1 Commission may be in tructed to take no further steps, look­

ing towards dispos ession of any porti n o  the rounds occupied 

by the Company at us ogee, for stock yards or reservoir pur­

poses • 

You �·111 please give t is att r careful attention, and 

make your report and recom; end tion thereon at an e�rl date. 

. o.v. H'r 

ery respectfully, 

• • Jones
commissio er • 

( dorsed) Union .gency" 28? received ct. 18, 1 01. ffice 
ot u. • Indian Inspector or Indian ,.,errito y. iashington, 
ot. 4, 1901. o issi er. e ers fr investigation and 

report letter o ritton Gray, attorneys for ... . & T. Y•, 

relative to posses ion of certain 1 ts in .uskogee. 
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I.T.D.4869-1901.
File 660-1899.

ashin ton, 

United tates Indian Insp etor 

for the Indi n T rritor , 

, USk()["0 , 

Sir. 

• • 

, I ... ,

Deem er 5, 1901. 

eferrin to th eoTrespond nee cone rning th issu nee 

of bonds b y the ei't r 0 th um of 150,000 or 

the construction of tr orks nd 25,000 for th purpo of 

construe t ion se rs or s ·t
, 

d r t e rovision of th 

act or arch 1, 1901 (31 utat., 861), the Departm nt i in 

receipt of o r re ort tran ittin a letter from the Actin 

yor of usk e rt in xhibits sho ing t 

extent and ?JllOUnt of improv .. n s to de nd th prob ble 

coat of the s , to ther · th th n r of the in 

ot the t n nd the v lu tion of th ropert 

tion. 

u jct

The ctin or s a st t th ponulation o 

it nt 

t xa-

usko e 

1 now in exces of fiv tho a, and that the valuation 

the real est t n p r on 1 pro ert at th n t as es nt 

Will be at least 2, 0,000. 
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It appears that at an el c io h ld under the orovisions

ot section 25 of the a ct of �ch 4, 1898 ( 30 Otat., 252),
7�9 votes ere ca t in favor o issuin bonds for · tr orks,
and only 6 votes a inst he proposition; bat ?5? vot s ere

cat for the issuanc of on s for th construction of se rs, 

and only 8 person voted in the negative. It th r fore 

appears that more th n t requisit m jorit of th 1 11 

qualified voters ho re taxpa r in the cit of usko 

have registered th ir votes in favor of the issuenc of bonds, 

and the proceedings are regul • 

Besides the info t ion transmitted y o d iti6n l 

information has b n fu ni hed the ep rt ent, in person by 

the ayor of usko ee, and upon a careful consid ration of 

the hole ma ter it is considered t t th is uanc of bonds 

by the municipal authori� s of usko e in the um of 

150,000 for th co�str ction of at r orks n 5,000 

tor the construction of 

it is hereb approv d, aid 

rs, a r co �end d, should be nd 

nds o e disposed of a not 

les than par, af er a v rti em nt required by he printed 

notice of the special 1 ction containing tp r solution o 

the Cit .. Counc 11 of .usk author zing their issue. 

The yor 111 furnishe b,, th D rtment it a 

duplic te oft is 1 tter. 
spectfully, 

,. A. Hitchcock. 
ere ar • 

( daraed) nion igenc o.3140. eceived.Jec.13,lQOl. fice of U.S.
Indian In ector far Indian .erritor • hinFton,uec.6,1 01, 

or tary---Issuanc of ter ork and s ers bonds o sko 
app oved; yor furni hed duplicate of this 1 tt r. 



Land. 
15498-1902. Department of the Interior,

:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-:-: 
It 

OFFICE OF I DI A 'F 

lash1· ton 
'

u,

arch 25, 1902. 

39056-A 

JAMES RIC D3
It 

Involving title to lot 29, block 

vs . 
. 63, to of .. uskogee ,Creek ation,I.T • 

ISRAEL B Y �1T 

:-:-:- -:-:-:-:-:-:-" 

The Townsite Co ission 

of t h3 Creek ati on, 

uskogee, Indi n rerri tory. 

Gentlemen:-

This office is in receipt of letter dated arch 8, 1902, 

trom J .George ri ht, U ..... Indian Inspector for Indian Terri-

tor y, transmit ti t above entitled c se upon appe from 

the decision of the usko ee To nsi te Commission dis mis sing 

the con test. 

It appears from the record transmitted t at lot 29, 

block 63 in the to 

land in controversy, 

of ]uskogeo,Indian Territory, being the 

s or erly owned by L.Jones, a Creek 

citizen, and b her sold to John horman, nd that 20 s 

Paid as a con sider tion; that about f i e ye rs - o, John 

Sherman, sold t lot in question far tho consider tion 

ot ·40. to Israel fryant, the defend nt herein; that Pryant 

on t in possession of the property laced impro ment

thereon c onsi sti of a house nd fencing and th t s�id 

Bryant has been in undisturbed possession of the property for
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fi"Ye years past. 

It also appears from the record and testimony herein t at 

in 1896, Victoria .::>herman, Wife of John Shannan executed a 

quit-claim deed seeking to convey this lot in controversy to 

one J .R.Green; that said Green su bseq uen tly sold the lot to 

James Richardson the plaintiff herein. 

I can see no justification for n appeal in this case. o 

etfort has been made on the part of the plaintiff herein to 

sho that Victoria Sherman ever had title or right to dispose 

or this lot in controversy. On t contrary the evidence 

treµismi tted sho-·,s that John Sherman ,as the only person 

having the ri ht to dispose of this lot in question. 

T'e jud'!ment of the Cotnr1ission is therefore affirmed, 

s bje t, however, to the ri �t of further appe 1 to the 

Department. 

1.s.s. cc, g)

Very respectfully, 

A.C .Tonner

cting Colll!...issioner.

Thro h J.George ,right 

U.S. Indian Inspector. 

(lndorsed) Union ency o.3?86 Received ar.29,1902 Office 
t u.s.Indian Inspector, for Indian Territory. shington, 

.25 1902.Comrnissioner.----Affi s decision of usko ee 
owna1{e Commission in case of .ichardson vs.Bryant, nvolv1ng

title to lot 29, block 63, uskogee, in favor of Bryant.----
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usko6e , • T. , .,.& , 1 02 • 

• J. Burdett,

Euf ula, Indian T. 

Dear Sir: 

I 1 e to ackno :le · the r ce ipt of our l tt of t '10

0 VO i uiry in r fr n 28th ultimo, 

Couµnis s1 on , I 

re t Tulsa, , 

din 

i d t t 1 pr ... t ti e th 

o to site

r i 'S 

y b n t ork for to eeks. 

It was t it ould t e e ks to fi is the 

ork at Tuls Y .e 

ould be ent to C c d 

that they ill re oh uf ul 

I have no infor vio in r 

through u:r aul • 

er , nd 

ula, so you a 

t fro tl ore th 

c 1 assur 

t ne t t ,o , eks • 

nee to the r ilroad o in 

Yours trul , 

• ort ,

rincip 1 hief.

) Union ZIJ"..'-•.U 

tter 17. 
oo , Gene 1 L t rs by rincipal 

ln. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER Io R. 

I .T .D. 3293-1902. 
ASHINGTON. 

United States Indian Inspector 

_ ay 27, 1902. 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory.

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of your report dated ay 19, 

1902 (D 3180,21800-1902), ackno ledging the receipt of depart­

mental letter dated December 14, 1901 {I.T.D.5119-1901), herein 

you were directed to advise the Mayor of the to n of a oner,

Creek Nation, Indian Territory, relative to the views of the Depart­

ment upon the proposed issuance of bonds for the construction of 

water-works, and further, that if a suitable sinkin fund be 

provided, authority would be iven for the issuance of bonds 

in the sum of 15,000.00 for school purposes, provided said bonds

ehould be disposed of to the hi best bidder after public adver­

ti1ement. 

You transmit a com unioation from the ayor of aid to n, 

dated May 15, 1902, forwardin 

90, providin for the l vyin 

a certified copy of Ordin nee 

and collectin of ta for the 

o.

purpose of paying the semi-annual interest on the a on r school 

bonds, am to create a sinkin fund to pay the same.

You recommend that the necessary authorit be granted for

the i suance by the town or ,agoner, of bonds in the sum or

t1e,ooo.oo, for school purposes. 
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The Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs forwarded your 

said communication on .fay 24, 1902, ann c 11s attentio o the 

provisions of said Ordinance, end espresses his views relative 

to the same. 

He also calls attention to the fact "that a bill authorizing 

eitiea and towns in the Indian Territory having over t o thousand 

population to issue bonds for certain public improvements" wa 

recently transmitted to the President for his action, but that 

the Indian Ottice ms not been advised hether or not said bill 

we.a approved. 

The Acting Commissioner au gests that the Department may b 

or the opinion that it will be better for the city of agoner to 

proceed under said bill, if it bas become a law. 

You are informed that said Act as ap roved on [ay 19, 

1902, being Public No. 117, entitled " ct for the protection 

ot cities and towns in the Indian Territory." 

A copy or aa1d Act 1s inclosed here 1th, and since it ap­

pears that the town of agoner has more than two thousand inhab­

itants, it 1a the judgment of the Department that it should pro­

ceed under the provisions of said Act, which fully pr scrib s 

the manner of the issuance of the bonds referred to therein. 

� copy or the Acting Commissioner's report is inclosed. 

2 Inoloaurea. 

Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan. 
Acting Secretary. 

( aed) Union Agency No.4158.Received.Jun.3,1902.0ffice of U.S. 
In41an Inspector tor Indian Territory. ashington,May 27,1902.

r ar7.----Relative to issuance of bonds tor school purposes by 
owa f ••t11R1 .. r; encloses copy or an Act of Congress recently pass­

la 1ve to bonds in towns of over 2 000, and states the bonds 
issued in accordance with sue act. 



COL DI 0T ... IC T F G .li:: • 
L.L.Hadley

H.G.Dunlap
C .c. way 

Jas. cam

., on r, nd. Ter. ug .6, 1 02. 

Hon. • • - it c.h CO C ,

::-3ecy. of t Int rior ept. 

, ashington .c. 

Hon.Sir:­

Referring t issuance of uchool onds:- 1his City:-

copy of c 11 for �lection a result sho n att ched:-It e rs

that it as necessary t t the City should pro ide for a sinking 

fund to meet these nds 1hen due, lso t t thi r ovision has 

been com lied i th b t .n, City Council. .e understano t at the 

copy or the ordi nee and ction t ken by t Counci 1 to pro i de 

tar the sinki fund has en for , ded to you sol'lle time go d 

that it s r turned t o th or oft City ith info tion 

that on account of t 1e r ulations t ing effect in the Terri-

tory t at it ,ould be n cess for t tter to b referred to 

the Jude oft e i trict Court, here, hen the tter s t 

up th t l e udge, Gill) he st ted th t s t b!i ch ge coming in, 

transt'errin him to the .Jorthern District 

the estern Dist. he 'd not feel li� t 

understand t t Judge Gill stated that it

ile this ould be 

it up. ..e further 

d his opinio th t 

8 t lection nd ro iSion for r-inking fund h d be n de prior 

o the ne regulations taki effect, t t t ecret ry of the 

terior still had jurisdiction. That this corresponde ce nd 

rs att ched had lo.ter been far rded to you; but no reply
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.b.acl been received. This as you underst d s been in t 1e hands 

ot the City Couno il and handled by t e ayor; but s the opening 

ot our schools is nigh at hand and as a board e must provide auar-

Mrs to hold school e are feeli c uite 

e as a board have been informed by the o 

Xious about the matter. 

rs of the building 

tor hio h t� se borrls were to be issued to pure ase, t t unless 

the bonds are forth coming, it Will be nee ss ry for them to dis­

pose ot the building other iise th n for a public school building. 

And from the fact that ,e must pro ide for ?00 pupils, nd not 

a building in the City t t o ld old one lf of t 1e pupils. 

111 you kindly i orm us oft t tus of the matter. An early 

reply would be esteemed a great f vor. 

Yours most resp ct lly, 

.D.Lyles resident, 

c • •  Hatfield ecretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o.4651 eceived ug.22,1902 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington, ug.18,1902.

ecretary.---- efers, for appropriate action, letter from 3.D. 
Lyles, President, nd c • • atfield, 'ecretary, agoner chool 
Board, relative to issue of bonds for school purposes.----



D ART 

I.T.D.4943-1902.
3900-1902. 

United States Indi 

for the Indi 

T 

Inspector 

erri tory, 

T 

uskogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

I T I • 

st 1 , 1902. 

Replying to -our telegram dated ugust 1 , 1 02, 

7ou inquire : 

rein 

"Has action been t en concerning issue of school bonds 

town of . a oner r y letters une si teen th and July t e lfth. 

chool bo rd inform me e rly action necessary to en ble them to 

secure de ired bu ildin , 11 

Jou are ad Vised t t e part ent, upon full consideration o 

the matter, sees no r aso1.i. to c ge its conclusion rel tive to 

the construction of the act of Congres pproved ay 19,1902 

(Public o. 117), en titl d: 11 An act for the protection of 

cities am to ns in t Indian Territory, nd for ot r pur-

poses." aid ct r ides: 

"That any incorporated city o to int e ndian Territory 

having a population oft o thou and or more is hereb utnorized 

to issue bonds nd b ro money thereon, to e u ed 1' or the con-

atruction of se ers nd ter .orks and t b ilding of school-

houses; such bonds not to e  ceed ount, t int rest on 

ich at five r ce tum r num ould be liquid t d b ' a t X 

t ti e mills upon tm dollar of t e v luati on or t t X ble

•
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property in such city or t ovm, to be certai ne d by the 1 st 

assessment for purposes of taxation; t t before such bonds 

shall be issued the same shall be authorized by t o-t�irds· 
•• 

jority of t.re qualified voters of such city or tom ot ·n t 

election held for th t purpose, not ice of hie h shall be 

p is.bed for four consec tiv - eek prior t ereto in ne rn-

p per of general c ircul ti on publis d in such municip li ty; 

Provided, That such bonds shell not be issued until it sh 11 be 

made to appe r to the s t isf· c tion of t judge of t United 

tates court for t � ·udici 1 district in 1ich such municipality 

ia located, by petition of tl� ayor and council t ereof, that 

all the require e1.ts of thi section have been complied ith, 

who shall thereupon cause to be en tared upon � e minutes of his 

court a judgment or decree reciting the facts s he finds them 

to be: Provided, ho ever, That before any election sh 11 be 

the population of said municip ity ascertained by some suitable 

person, or persons, appointed for that purpose by t said judge 

at the district court, ho sh u...l ke a s rnrn return to said 

JUdge showing the n er of in abi tan ts thereof, nd th t t e 

JUdgment or decree shall set forth t population and tax ble 

Weal.th of the munici ality, and s id order or decree shall be

printed on s id bond and made a art tl ereof and sh 11 be final 

and clusi ve ag inst s d municipality in any li tig tion on 

aid bonds." 

On 27th you iere advised t t--

1noe it appears t t t� to·rn of ,agoner has more th t o 

and inhabitants, it is the judgment of the apartment t 1 t

proceed under the provisions of s id act, ,hich fully
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resori bes the manner of the issuance of the bonds r ferred to 

therein." 

The Department considers the provision of said act mand - tory, 

an4 the t the ecretar y of t nterior s no jurisdiction to 

authorize t1e issu nee of bonds by any incor or ted city or to 

int� Indi n Territory hich s a population 'o to thousand 

y be necessary for t.ie municipal or more." " tever act ion 

authorities to take in order to ecure tie issu ce of said 

bonds, ould seem to be m tter for its consider tion nd 

deiermina. t ion. 

the vie s of t e 

You ·11 dvis th municip u t or it ie s of 

t en t o above set fart • 

es ectfull , 

(Endorsed) Union gen c 
u • •  Indi Inspector for 
�eore�ar .---- el ti c to 
oner; direct d to dvise 
act of ay 19, 1 02.----

Thos. 

cti 

n

..>ecret ry. 

o. 464? eccive ug.22,1 02 ffice of 
Indi erri tory. ·.ashington. ug.l 

issue of school bods by to n of 
t oriti s they should roceed 



DB PART MEN T OF THE INTERIOR. 

WASHINGTON• 
I.T.D.3�27-1902.

United States Indian Inspector 

ay 28, 1902. 

tor the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

39058-B 

!lay 19, 1902, you submitted a supplemental schedule of ap­

praiaements of the town of uskogee, Creek Nation, I. T., she -

ing Lot 29, Block 63, scheduled to Israel Bryant. 

In a contest ca�e involvin this Lot, the Indian Office, on 

larch 25, 1902, decided in favor of Bryant. 

You furnish evidence that notice of this decision a duly 

g1Yen to the parties in interest arch 31, 1902, and that no ap­

peal has been filed with the Townsite Commission, or in your 

office, and you recommend the approval of the schedule, in wh1oh 

commendation the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs, in his 

letter or May 26, 1902, concurs.

The schedule has been approved, and two copies thereof, 

and a copy of the Acting Commissioner's letter, are 1nclosed.

In loa\ll'e a • 

Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan, 
Acting Secretary. 

( 4 aed) Union Agency No.4163.Received.Jun. 5,1902.0ftice of U.S.
Inttan In pector for Indian Territory. ashington, ay 28, 1902. 
• tary.----Approves supplemental schedule of u ko e , sho ing

411po 1t1on or lot involved in contest ot Richardson vs. Bryant. 
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D PART ENT OF TH I T :C R I O R. 
ashi�tcn. 

I.T.D.3413-1902. June 4,1902. 

CODDD1ss1on to the J! ive Civilized Tri bes, 

Muskogee ,I .T. 

Gentlemen: 

T� Depar1men t has this d y approved deeds e ecuted by the 

Principal Chief of the uskogee (Creek) ation, conveying cer­

tain lots and parts of lots in th3 tom of .uskogee
,,
I.T., as 

tollows: 

Deed o. 

386 

387 

388 

389 

390 

391 

392 

393 

394 

395 

396 

398 

Gran tee 

George Dyer 

Frederick B. uevers 

illiam • addin 

Florence and ittie Uhls 

Robert N. ill.er 

Clarence 1
, . Turner & leasant Porter 

Gabe core 

Peter B. Caughell 

rank Looper and George 'illiams,Trustees of 

pereer Chapel, ethodist piscop Church, 

(Colored), of the town of uskogee,Indi n 

Territory. 

Roley cintosh 

Clarence • Tur r 

Benjamin stes 



399 

400 

401 

402 

403 

404 

405 

406 

407 

408 

409 

410 

411 

412 

413 

414 

415 

416 
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J rgaret c. osely 

The First Presbyterian Church of uskogee, I. 

Terri tor y, ( Incorpo r ted) 

Robert D. Blacks tone 

Lula B. Dyer 

Nancy Porter 

ill;i.am cLain 

Clarence • Turner 

John Doyle 

illiam G. Hughes 

John • Biley 

Isabella eagher 

John • Veale 

Hannah James 

Hilary L. oseley 

Robert B. Hood 

illiam F. Bo anan 

George • Bratcher 

1111tlIIl • Harsha & Homer B. paulding. 

Said deeds are inclosed here·ith for appropriate action 

bJ the Connniss ion. 

espe ct lly, 

Acting ecret y. 

SO inel.osures. 

orsed) Union ency _ o.9403 ecd.Jun.10,1 02 partment, 
n, aahington,D.C. June 4,1902.----Enc.thir deeds, to lots or 

Ja t ot lots in uskogee, for record.----



39061-A 

D I P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

,, -1902. 
Incl.fer .Di'v. 

ashington. 

he Secretary of the Interior, 

Sir: 

.July?, 1902. 

By letter of February 1, 1902, you referred for 

I 
.J 

-., opinion the request of the United States Indian Inspector 

tor Indian Territory, to be advised as to the price to be paid 

tor public parks in to ns in the Creek Nation. The agreement 

with that Nation, ratified by act of arch 3, 1901 {31 Stat., 

361), made no provision or appraising such parks, nor did it 

t1x any pr ice at hich they ere to e paid for by the town. 

Inasmuch as at the time this tter as referred to 

• a supplemental a reement s under consideration, it a 

4ee d advisable to a ait the outcome of those ne otioatons. 

The agreemnt was concluded and as ratified b act of Congress 

approTed June 30, 1902 (Public No.200), subject to ratification 

by the Creek National Council on or before September 1, 1902. 

It conta�ns a provision as follows: 

cl for lancls her et of ore or hereafter designated as parks upon 
1117 plat ar any towns it e the town sba 11 ke payment into the 

••• y ot the United States to the credit of the Creek Nation 
Within one at the rate or 20 per acre, and if such pay-

nt l> not made within that time the land so designated as a
Jar ahall b• platted into lots and sold as other town lots. 
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This proYision covers all matters relating to the 
sale ot public parks which ere not provided for by the former 

agreement and, unless rejected by the Creek Council, will ob­

Tiate any necessity for an opinion upon the la in force 

prior thereto. In view of these chan ed conditions the pa­

pers are here 1th returned without such opinion. 

Approved: July 7, 1902, 

E. A. Hitchcock, 
Secretary. 

Very res ectfully, 

illis VanDevanter, 
Assistant Attorney-General. 

(Endorsed) Union gency No.4414.Received.Jul.15,1902.0ffice of U.S. 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington,July 9,1902. 
Seoretary---Relative to appraisement and matter of payment for parks 
and other public grounds in the Creek Nation, Indian Territory. 



D I P A R T M E N T O F T H E IN T E R I o R. 

A S H I N GT O N. 

I.T .D .4347-1902.

united States Indian Inspector 

tor t b3 Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

July l?, 1902. 

39063-A 

There is transmitted hereWi th a communication to the 

Department, or July 14, 1902, from Mr. J. H. Bro n, president 

ot the Consolidated later and Light Company, of Chica o, Ills., 

in :regard to the system of w ter- orks and se ers for the 

town or Muskogee, Creek Nation, the approval of the issuance 

of bonds for which was made by the Department December 6, 1901, 

in accordance with the act of arch 1, 1901 (31 Stat., 861). 

The inclosures of Mr. Brown's letter are also transmitted. 

Complaint 1s made that the co pany 111 not be given an 

opportunity to bid on its prepared plans under the advertise­

ment now runnin for sealed proposals for urnishin material 

and constructing such water- orks and sewers, and the Depart­

ment is urged to intercede With the to n authorities in the

tter. 

Thia is not a question over which the Dep tment has 
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jurisdiotion, but you are directed to confer with the town

authorities with a view to having them give the matter very

careful consideration. 

Resp ctfully, 

Thos. Ryan, 

Acting Secretary. 

3 inclosures. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency o.4455.Received.J 1.21,1902.0ffice of u.s.

Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashin ton,July l?,1902. 
Secretary-----Enoloses communication from J. H. rown, president 
ot the Consolidated ,ater and Light Compan , of Chica o, Ill., 
relative to system o ter- orks and se ers for the town of 
Muskogee, Indian Territory, and directs Inspector o confer with 
town authorities in re ard to ame. 



eter in reply to the following .

Land. 
,1183-1902. DEPARTI.f T OF THE INTERIOR,

Office of Indian Affairs, 

ashington, July 22, 1902. 

l. George Wright, Esq.,

Sir: 

u. s. Indian Inspector

for Indian Territory,

usko ee, Indian Territory. 

39063-B 

The office is in receipt of your report of July 

10, 1902, forwardin the record in the land contest case 

or the Roman Catholic Church of agoner, contestant, v. 

Jamea Harris, invol�ing title to lot a, block 291, in the 

town or ·a oner, Creek Nation, I. T. 

On February 15, 1902, t o  members of the townsite 

commission rendered an opinion in favor of the contestant. 

On the same date a minority opinion 

other ID3mber. 

s rendered by the 

On June 17, 1902, a copy of the majority opinioh 

waa served on the attorne s for the respective parties. 

It waa held that the plaintiff had the b st ri ht to the

land, and that it should be scheduled to it. No appeal

was filed within the time limit fixed by the practice, to

wit: ten days. The opinton of the townsite commission has

therefore become final and the case is hereby closed.

You W111 please cause the to nsi te records to so

"' 
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ehos, am will also cause not ice hereof to be served on

the attorneys. 

ICV 
T 

Very respectfully, 

A. C. Tonner,

Acting Commissioner. 

(lndaraed) Union Agency No.44?8.Received.Jul.22,1902.0ffice of u.s.

Indian Inspector for Indian Territory.Washington,July 22,1902. 
Coaiasioner.Affirms decision of majority of to nsite commission 
in oonteat case of Roman Catholic Church vs. James Harris, over 
lot e, block 291, agoner. 



DEPARTMENT OF TH 

ASHINGTO • 
I.T.D.4'&60-1902.

INTERIOR. 

August 2, 1902. 

United States Indian In ector 

for the Indian Terri ory, 

usko ee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

39063-C 

The Department is in receipt o vour re ort dated July 21, 

1902, transmitting a co unication from essrs. Hutch! s, est 

& Parker, Attorneys at usko ee, Indian Territory, trans ittin 

papers in connection With the ecent election in the town or

Checotah, Creek Nation, Indian Territory, held on ebruary 18, 

1902, for the purpose ot votin upon apropos dis uance of bonds 

tor school purposes, in th s of ten thousand dollars ( io,ooo.). 

You recommend that the issue of these bonds be approved. 

The Acting Commissioner of Indian Affair for arded your 
,,-

report on July 31, 1902, and after reviewing the pa ers states 

that the Indian Office is not satisfied relative to t popula-

t1on ot the town; that the authorities of the to n hould b call­

ed upon tor further information in this particular in vie of the 

porviatona of the ct of arch 4, 1898, which does not authorize

the issuance ot bonds b municipal corporations bavi a po ula-

tion ot lesa than om, thou and inhabitants "as shown by the last

aobool census taken betor any lection to

Yialona or this act." 

held under the pro-

be Acting commissioner also expres s the opinion that the
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toreman, or some other person 1n char e f the "Checotah •nquirer," 

1hould furnish an affidavit settin forth the fact that the notice 

ot aaid election was ublished in said paper as stated, and that 

it said inforDBtion be furnished, the Indian Office has no ob­

jection to the approval of the issuance of said bonds� 

The Department concurs in the recommendation of the Acting 

COlllll1sa1oner and incloses a copy of his report. 

You are directed to call the attention of said attorneys to 

the views or the Departrmnt, and that upon the receipt of the 

1ntarmat1on above required, further action wtl be taken thereon. 

Re�pectfully, 

Thos. Ryan, 

Acting Secretary. 

l 1nolosure.

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.4599. 



DEPART 

I.T.D.5110-1902.

.i.: l T 0 H I I 

ash1· to n. 

United States Indian nspector 

tar the Indian erri tory, 

us kogee, Im ian 1 rri tory. 

Sir: 

T I 

ugust 

' 

39063-D 

,1902. 

The Dep an'"bn t is in recei t of y r report ated ugust 

13 ,1902, returni t plat of the to msite of uapulp , in the 

Creek Nation, and r colllJOO n ng that the s b ap rov d, and 

that you be informed by 'd.re thereof in order to fo.cilitat the 

appraisement by the to nsite commission. 

Your re rt · s far rded by the cting Commissiomr of 

Indian ffai s on t 

nendation. 

19th inst t, ho concurs in your r com-

The e planations de by you are sati factory to the Depart-

ment; said plat is ccordi ly approved, nd 11 b returned 

to the Indian ffic e in ord r th at photoli thograp hi c co pi s 

tb, reor m y be made. 

Copy of the letter of the cting Cm I issioner, d t d 

ugus t 19 , also co y of is 1 tter d t d ue;us t 20th re com-

mending that a contract e n tered into f photoli thographi 

said map, which b n p rov d, are inclosed re th, tog -

tber 1th ot r apers tr nsmitted. 

5 in closures • r t 
( dor sed) Union ency o .4 0 
Reoe1v d Aug.28,1902 Offic of u. -., .Indian In ector
Tern. tory. 'ashi�ton, .21,1 02 • ....,ecrut r .---- ppr

ULPA , Creek ationo----

y. 

or ndi n 
s pl t of 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

HI GTON. 

ITD.57,6-19O2. eptember 20, 1902. 

united States Indian Inspector 

S�: 

tor the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

The Department is in receipt of a report from the ctine In­

spector, dated September 10, 1902, recommending that ctober 30, 

1902, be fixed as the date ithin which the To nsite ommission 

tor the Creek Nation shall complete its ork of appraising the 

towns of apulpa, ildcat, Coweta, Clarksville, Lee, Gibson otation, 

And Inola, in accordance with the provisions of the act of Congress 

approved arch 1, 1901, which provides: 

" soon as the plat of any to�nsite 1s approved, the proper 

commission shall, with all reasonable despatch and !thin a limited

time to be prescribed by the secretary of the Interior, proceed 

to make the appraisen:ent of the lots and improvements, if any,

thereon." 

The Commissioner of Indian ffa1rs forwarded said report 

September 16, 1902 recommending that it be approved.

The Department finding no objection thereto, said recommenda­

tion ia concurred in, and the cting �nspector's report is accord­

ingly approved.

Copy ot the ommissioner's letter is inclosed. 
espectfully, 

Thos. Ryan., 

icting 3ecretr.ry. 
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(Endorsed) Union gency # 4850 received uept. 20, 1 02. office of 

U.S. Indian Ins ector for I.T. ashington, ept. 20, 1902. �ecre­

tary. pproves report of cting Inspector recommending that ctober 

30, 1902, be fixed as the date in hich the Creek To naite ommis­

aion shall conplete the appraisement of the to ns of Sapulpa, ·11d­

cat, Co eta, Clarksville, Lee, Gibson tation, and Inola. 
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�pokogee, I.T._9/21/1902 

Secretary Interior 

, ashington, D.c. 

Dear Sir:-

I ITOte you once, heretofore, re arding t do in.gs 

ot one s. 11.Rutherford, and his booming a to n, no called 

Spokogee--2 miles from old atsonville, on Ft.Smith and 

estern Rail ay no in building. One .ack Hawkins, of 

atsonville, no in t.Leaven orth ans s Penitentiary, sends 

me power of !ttorney, to ct in is stead regarding is lad, 

160 acres, all of hicq is in this upokogee to nsite, hich 

contains 400 acres t en all t ether and engineered by 

.:>.ii. utherford and hich is being sold in lots, for to ·msite 

purposes. 111 ou kindly advise me if said po er of 

Attorney 1s sufficient authority for my interference in the 

premises. lack has recei ed no deed to this land as yet, 

but instructs me to see t at his 1 nd is not disturbed in 

any way, by said To nsite parties, and to rent it out for him 

tor farm purposes. 

year, ' t 111 this to •,n 

land. 

P rt of this 1 nd sin cultivation this 

s opened up, and is fine farming 

It nck 1s lowed to hold this land s his, there ought

to be power some here to sty these parties. 

4 ice in the matter. 

indly give 

kno ot no higher legal aut ority to go to than yourself,
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an:! 111 thank you in advance for your ad ice in the

premises. 

1th thanks, I am, 

espy 

G. .Burnett,

pokogee, I.T. 

Spokogee is the ne tom, 2 miles from ld . atsonville; the 

P.O. is officially " pokogee" fran no on. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o.4879 eceived Oct o 6,1902 Office 
ot u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory •. ashington, 
Oct.2, 1902. ·ecretary.----Refers for appropriate action 
letter of G • •  Burnett of 3pokogee, I.T. stating one utherford 
is trying to establish a to site and is selli :g lots at 
Spokogee, nd th t one Hu kins claims 160 acres of said land as 
his prospective allotment d does not ,ant a tomsite; states 
he has po er of attorney to act for Ha kins and · ts parties 
stopped from establishing to site.----
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J) I P A R T II E N T OF THE I
ASH IN G'ID N. 

IT]).5944-�902. 
ii�M-1902. 

TERI OR. 

September 29, 1902.

United States Indian Inspector for Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

September 26, 1902, the Commissioner of Indian ffairs tran­

aitted your report of eptember 18, 1902, in regard to a complaint 

made by certain citizens of ounds, that to nsite clerk Ed ard 

Champlin bid on lots offered for sale at public auction at that 

town by the townsite commis e ion, for the pur ,ose of increasing 

the prices. 

• 

The Commissioner states that while the action of r. Champlin 

waa apparently in good faith s agent for another erson, and hile 

it would seem that no wrong has been done in this case, it ould 

be auch better for all per ons connected with the to site co iss-

1on to retrain from bidding on lots at public sale. 

The Department concurs in the vie s of the Co issi ner and in 

accordance with his recommendation you are directed to caution all 

llembera or twwnsite commissions against pennitting bids to be made 

b7 members or the com.missio s or em loyees of such co issions. The

Department has se t a copy ft e commissio er's communication to

the o p •1nants and informed them that it does not consider fur­

ther action ne oessary.
Respectfully, 

Thos. yan. 
cting secretary.

Union agency# 4875 received ct. 4, 1902. Office of

Inspector for I. T. , a hi gton, 'ept. 2 , l 02. uecretar Y 
1e to report on c0Jpla1nt of citizens of ounds that townsite
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(lndoraed) #4875 Cont. 

clerk Champlin bid on lots at public auction sale; should advise

all members of town ° ite commissio s that no one connected with such

commissions should bid on lots.
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Checotah, I. T. Oct. 22nd.1902. 

Thia is to certify that on onday, October twentieth, Nineteen .un-
dred and two, said day eing a re ular meetin day of the to Coun-

eil or the incorporated to of Checotah, Indian Territory, the 

report or G. s. Crane, Assessor and ex o fico Cen us tak r of said 

town or Checotah received by the said Town Co ncil; th t aid 

report shows the population of the Incorporated To n of Checot h 

to be Sixteen Hundred and t enty (1620) on October second nineteen 

hundred and two. 

In 1tness whereof the Town Council of the Incorporated Town of 

Checotah has caused this certificate to be signed by the Mayor and 

Recorder or said Town and has caused the Corporat s al of said 

Town attached hereto and has also caused the same to be igned by 

G. s. Crane, the Assessor and ex office Census taker of said To •

m. A. Reid ayor 

D. • Fry Recorder. 

G. s. Crane Assessor and

x o ficio Cen-

us taker. 

(lndaraed) Union gency No.4599.Received.Aug.8,190�.office of .s. 

Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington,Au .2, 1902 . Secre,ary----Calls for informtion er. to population of Checotah,
and Whether notice of election as published in paper accordin to
law, betare bond issue is approved. 
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�.'uskogee, I. T., pril 8, 1903 

Ion. ;r • • zevely' 

u • •  Indian Inspector, uskogee, .T.

1r:-

I here 1th enclose certificate of Indian nt of full payment 

ot Part of Lot?, Block 29, 1agoner, I.T., hich is scheduled 

on the original schedule of agoner to the Catholic Church, and 

on the Supplemental chedule to t e igh t e • The ophile .. eer-

achaert, D. D. It is evi de t that, from the title given on the 

upplemental schedule, the ight ev., is trustee for the 

ohurch, or hatever the title may b to their organization. 

tholic 

It 111 be necessary to have certificate to that effect. 

e pectfull , 

• orter,

rin.C ief. 

( cloraed) Union Agency press book, general letters by rincipal
1 I.etter 52. ·uskogee, O laho a. 



DEPART .  

FIG 

The Honorable, 

NT OF 
I I 

HI GT 

T 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

39080-B 

INTERIOR. 
F IRS. 

• 

pril 14, 1903. 

There is trans itted here ith letter of • Hastain, an 

attorney of uskogee, Indi Territory, submitting petition of 

laster Jackson to have her h me scheduled to her, ond that ahe 

be permitted to purchase the same. t appears that the townsite 

commission has scheduled the lots containing the home of �aster 

Jackson in Muskogee in block 2 6 to the town of uskogee f 

park purposes, and she as s thot they be rescheduled to her so 

that she may purchase them for her use • 

• Hastain says there may be some rule or regulation of' 

the Departnsnt that would authorize the townsite commission to 

aet apart the h me f " ster Jackson as a part of a public park, 

but if there is, he is unfamiliar 1th it; that there is cer­

tainly nothing in the Creek treaty that ould authorize such 

aot1 on, and he asks for an investigation.

I recommend that this atter be referred to the Inspector

tor Indian Territory for investigation.
Very respectfully, 

.C. To ner, 
cting o issioner. 

( doreed) UnionAgency I 6254 eceived pr. 23, 1903 . Office of
elndian Inspect8r for Indian Territory. /ashington, pr• 1?,

0 ecretary. ncloses for report letter of E. Hastain of 

.... a�ee, asking that Easter Jackson have certain lot scheduled
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�skogee, I.T. pril l?,1903 

Hon. J. George . right, 

u • •  Inspector, u kog e, .T.

ir: 

I enclose re ·t for t ansmission to the Depart ent, deeds 

to Lots in t.he to of u 
' ndi an Territory, ich have 

issued upon receipt of certificate of United 'tat ent, that 

tull pe.ymen t had bee 

Deeds 

o. Block ot 

121 54 t 

122 54 t 

123 61 t 

124 76 Pt 

125 78 Pt 

126 80 Pt 2 &. 

127 88 Pt 

128 94

129 101 

2 

3 

6 

4 

3 

5 

4 

1 

ade a follo . 
.. 

1 er 

George e tphal 

lmer eeper 

rederick B. treet 

. · 1ton J. cCoy 

George B. artin 

Jacob • .,)loan 

ice �111s 

illi .Burnett 
Bates B. Burnett 

espectfully, 

• orter,
rinci al

Cons'd Date 

2. 0 pril 8/03

6.00 rl 

9. 0 " 

.oo 
" 

16.00 II 

21. 0 " 

10. 0 " 

9.00 

and l?.00 rt 

hief. 

·uskogee,I.T. pril l?,l 0

Ion. J .George right , 

v • •  Inap ector, ·uskogee, I .T. 

P.Porter press book.ltr.58----
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I enclose herewith for transmission to the epartroont, deeds 

to Lots in the town of CHECar.AH, Indian Territory, hich I have 

issued upon receipt of certificates of United tates gent,, t at 

tull p8.fJD8nt had been made as follo s: 

Deeds 

0 Block Lot Owner Cons'd Date 

170 31 2 James ;Boyd 10.00 pril 2/03 

171 37 1 illiam L. Jennings 17.50 n 

172 84 1-2-3-4 'ilas aul and 355.00 
. illiam 'icgrist 

173 84 5-6 leasant ilkinton l?0.00 ff 

174 95 1 Rudolph J. ooh 62. 0 ti 

175 133 Pt 6 & 7 tephen ' Hatcher 54.?8 

• 134 6 tt " " 

176 153 11 Jackson Tho pson a.oo " 

177 154 Pt 5 dward J. Koch 7.00 tt 

espectfully, 

P. orter,

Principal Chief.

-uraed) Union Agency press book, general letters by rincipal
t. Letter 58. uskogee, klahoma.
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.2 

uskogee.I.T. ay 6,1903 

Ion. J. George right,

u.s.Inspector, MuskogeerI.T.

ir: 

I enclose herev 1th for transmission to the Department, deeds

to Lots in the tovm of 

issued upon receipt of certificates of United tates Indian ent, 

tilat tull payment had been made � follo s � 

Deed 

lo. Block 

1'72 291 

Lot Owner Cons' d Date 

? t. ev. Theophile 1erschaert 
(D.D.)Bishop of the oman Cath-
olic Vicariate postolic of �l o.oo pr.29/03 
Oklahoma & Ind. er. as Trustee 
and to his sue cessors 

e spec tfully, 

P. orter,

Principal Chief. 

orsed) Union Agency Press book, general letters by Principal
1et. Letter 71. uskogee, Oklahoma.
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uskogee.I.T. ugust 7,1903 

Bon. J .George · right , 

u.s.Indian Inspector, uskogee.I.T.

Sir:-

This at fice is in receipt of a certificate from the United 

States Indian Agent t t full payment as been made by Core , • 

Millikan on the N. 53.3 fe t of Lot 3, Bloci: 77, apulpa, I.T. 

Upon examining our records before making deed, ,e find that under 

date ot January 10 ,1903, through error of this office, deed as 

issued in favor of James G. Johnson for this part of said lot, and 

which deed seems to have gone through 81.1 the offices subse uent 

to issue w1 thout di covering the error, and as approved by the 

Secretary of the Interior under date of pril 18,l 03. 

on the town-site schedule rnre so e hat confusing • 

The figures 

.ls t.be deed has not yet been delivered to grantee, James G. 

Johnaon, I recommend that you request the Honorable ecretary 

to cancel same and instruct the Da es Co ission to correct same 

on their records and upon return of the cancelled deed to this 

ottioe, I will issue corrected deed in favor of anes G. Johnson 

ill lieu ot the cencelled deed, and al so is sue deed in favor of

Co a 
• Ullikan •

espe ct fully, 

.Porter, 

rin.Chief. 

-IO?•aed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal

uakogee, Oklahoma.. 
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uskogee, I.T. ugust 21,1 03 

Hon. J. George right, 

1r: 

u.s.Indian Ins ector, uskogee, • • 

I enclose here ith for transmission to the Department, deeds 

to lots in the to of m ·;. G.t!.i , ndian Territory, hich I have 

issued upon certificates of nited tates Indian gent tat full 

payment had been ade, as fo llo s: 

Deed Lot Block e 

urner 

Con'sd 

·2 2. 0821 

822 

8 

824 

825 

826 

82'7 

828 

829 

830 

831 

832 

833 

8 

836 

836 

as, 

1-2- -4 3 

4 9 

6 34 

6-7 47 

9 7 

11 75 

13 ? 

15 '75 

17 75 

3 81 

10 lh3 

1-2-3-4-5-6-7

8-9-10-11-12
170 

l-2-3 182 

� 207 

7 214 

8 214 

9 214 

ulia • 

leasant .Blackstone 100.00 

�ses efferson atley 15.00 

arr 

Charles 

ers 

• en 

andels B.•orrester 

rederick B. 'evers, 

Thomas B. ryor 

Isa c •• ans

Clarence C ase 

James • ntley 

o • hor s ,Jr.

"':illi .... p i ·er 

J"a es 1 .Johnson 

ffie ' ell 

es • r 

Gilbert o pson

63. 0

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

15.00 

.oo 

14 .oo

l o.oo

42. 0

22. 0

22. 0

22. 0

g 217 a • ancock 40.00 

o r press book.ltr.103.--

Date 

July 27,1903 

II 

n 

" 

II 

" 

II 

II 

fl 

ft 

" 

n 

II 

" 
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Dee4 
o. Lot Block ane Con'sd ate 

39 7 258 George 0' eill 25000 July 2?,1903 

8'° 3 273 Henry Jobe 37.50 " 

Ml 3 288 illiam • orter 43.34 " 

a,2 6 382 •rederick B. evers 3 .33 It 

843 6-7 394 illi a ence 32.50 " 

"' 8 410 Daisey .bannon 37.50 " 

8'5 9 410 Pauline B. Linton 46.00 " 

a,a 1-2 412 illiam .Brinks 7 .oo " 

84'1 1-2-3-4-5 421 Louis .B.Jobs 177. 0 " 

MB 5 437 lla i:).Cra ord 42.50 " 

8'9 6-7-8 460 James H.Bro n 37. 0 " 

850 1-2-3-4-5-6-
7-8-9-10 473 Olive Hammer 225.00 " 

851 3-4 476 James h orth,Jr50.00 

852 5-6 476 James sh rth 75.00 

852 l 478 tt 

853 1-2 479 Rhoda. Ashworth 50000 " 

85' 2 28 Allen Rich 25.00 

856 6 15 illiam A. addin 150.00 " 

856 ' 30 Kate D.Rogers 87. 0 " 

857 6 35 John Dill 15.00 " 

858 8 47 Harry agers 2.50 It 

859 10 47 Bessie .Bonnell 27.50 If 

86() ., 60 George T.Ray 35.00 It 

8 l8 61 'liza Bailey 35c>OO 
n 

62 James .Ric.ba.rdson 3 .oo
" 

7 75 l!inbree .Hoss,Jro 15.00 
ft 

r press book.ltr.lOG.--
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Deed 
o. Lo"t Block ame Cons'd Date 

8MB 81 illiam Culbert 12.50 July 27,1903 

865 1 101 Benjamin artin,.Jr. ?.50 " 

866 1-2-3-4-
5-6-'1-8-
9-10-11-
12

143 ary Challinor 150.00 " 

867 1 160 Alma • Hemming 10.00 " 

868 2-3 183 David hallinor so.co tt 

869 2-6-7 193 Virginia ard 70.00 ti 

870 8-9 208 .James • .Johnson 62.50 " 

871 3 210 arcus C.Bro m 42.50 tt 

872 3 231 Nannie cGuire 62.. 0 tt 

873 5 241 .Joseph • mith 35.00 tt 

874 2 267 Anna II.Dodson 40.00 

875 1-2 258 Lillie Dodson 50.00 " 

876 3 260 illi H. ine 81.00 " 

877 1 280 illiam • addin 262.50 " 

878 2-3 280 Letitia • addin 2 .oo 
" 

879 1 311 arah Doyle 15.00 " 

880 3 311 John P. illott 1 .oo
tt 

881 3 318 Charles anders 12. 0 " 

882 7 325 Thomas L.Th mpson 17.50 tt 

883 4i 344 John Bur chart 22.50 tt 

884 6 344: Barbara Bur chart 22.50 " 

885 3 431 John .Davis 15.00 If 

886 5 no agnolia Connely 132.50 " 

1-2 437 

887 4 437 �ua .Crawford 55.00 " 

r press book.ltr.103.--



-1-

DI 4 
Block 

o. Lot Name Cons'd Date 

888 1 451 Arkie Toomer ij>l2.50 July 27,1903 

889 8 377 Hiram C. addle 12. 0 tt 

890 1-2 394 Jo n • orsey 92.50 ft 

891 P't 5 413 Joseph Helmer 27.50 " 

892 2 415 •udora 'ondheimer 25.00 tt 

893 5 415 Belle 1 cCaffrey 35.00 tt 

89, 2 430 arah C. avis 150.00 If 

895 2 431 John .Davis 125.00 n 

896 5-6-7-8 444 Pauline B.Linton 120.00 " 

897 3 456 leasant NoBlackstonel2.50 tt 

898 3 465 Territorial Trust 
• Co. 45.00 " 

899 10 460 Terri tori al rust 
• o., 60.00 "-

900 13 33 James .Dodson 30.00 n 

901 3-4-5-6-

7-8-10 45 liza urphy 292.50 ft 

5-6-7-8 44 
1 

902 8 49 Lula B. yer 35.00 " 

903 8 52 George Zufall ?5.60 n 

904 19 58 Forest Primmer 25.00 

905 18 59 ima L. linn 2?.50 tr 

906 6 Richard L.Bell 12.50 81 

907 1-2-3 86 ay illiams ?. 0 

908 4-5-6 90 allie illiams 15.00 

909 1-2-4-5-6 ,esl ey Collins 25.00 ti 

93 

910 J. mith 5.00 102 Alfred 

Ill 106 ice • obertson 150.00 

or'ter press book.ltr.103.--



Deed 
10. Lot

912 1

913 

914: 

915 

916 

917 

918 

919 

920 

921 

922 

923 

2

3

'

5

6

8

9

10

11

12

l-2-3-4-5-6-
7-8-9-10-

Bloc 
112 

112 

112 

112 

112 

ll2 

11 

112 

112 

ll 

112 

11-12 125 

92' 

925 

1-2-3

5 

6 

Pt 3 

7 

2 

11 

2 

3 

6 

8 

2 

All of 

200 

209 

213 

214 

238 

266 

2 9 

345 

365 

365 

377 

394 

25 

-5-
rune Cons'd Date 

Flora • 'cofield 10.00 July 29,1903 

Beatrice • cofieldl0.00 

argaret �. oles 10.00 

aggie .Tole 

inni '• arry 

d rd G.Parry 

lla are 

thur B. ross 

Linnie ligar 

u ustus 11gar

Harry ·are 

Leo .Bennett 

attie 

Trustee 
is t. of 

I.T.

illi

illi 

Julius 

.T 1ne 

of 'chool 
uskogee, 

• Lane

B.O' el.l 

oats 

John Dill 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

10.00 

60.00 

60.00 

24.60 

50.00 

40.00 

l?. 0 

3?. 0 

Lucy annedy 30.00 

James • ood ard 22.50 

ames .Berry 32. 0

. alter yton 32. 0

Hurse el • ddle 20.00 

alv1n us tin 

illiam H. 'tout 

tf 

tt 

n 

" 

If 

tt 

tt 

tt 

" 

tt 

n 

" 

" 

" 

II 

" 

" 

tl 

A .1,1903 

ug.10,1903 

926 

927 

92.8 

929 

930 

931 

932 

g33 

93' 

935 

936 

93'1 4i 47 •llen B.Hutchi

85.00 

o.oo

2?.50 " 

p tr press book.ltr.103.--



ed 
o. Lo"t

9� 13-14

939 5 

9.0 1'1 

9'1 18 

9,2 4 

94:3 17 

94' Pt 4,Pt 5 

945 6 

946 1-2

947 2 

948 2 

949 8 

950 5-6

951 5 

952 6 

953 13 

954 1 

955 8 

956 6-7

957 1-2

958 l 

9 9 5 

960 l 

l 2 

962 5 

9 3 10-11 

Block rune ons'd 
.oo 47 ,.art in • eeve s 

47 nie a ton 28.00 

53 

56 

63 

82 

165 

186 

207 

224 

238 

240 

289 

308 

308 

309 

327 

391 

410 

432 

11 

13 

19 

19 

19 

19 

rederick B. evers 25.00 

Ivo ,iller 30.00 

ohn Doyle 100.00 

Charles Hopkins 

Jesse • ..Ia nes

ank .1J.i t ton 

s �. ohnson 

,illi ackel-
ford es 
uhac elfo d

ulius oats 

etch orens 

1 asan or er

rank ide an 

Geor e id an 

earl illiams 

oley .... c n sh 

�gbert atson 

J co s ach 

George T .Menson 

Annie • evers

ugusta oore 

Jennie oberts 

10.00 

21.2 

42. r-:o

8?. 0 

3.34 

42. 0

1 .oo 

o.oo

20.00 

20.00 

22. 0

20;00 

l?.0 

? .oo

2 .oo

o.oo

12. 0

·arah Barn tt 22. 0

'olomon Hosmer 1 .oo 

Homer B. paulding 40.00 

• or"ter press book.ltr.10$.--

ate 
ug.10,1903 

" 

" 

" 

tt 

" 

" 

" 

It 

lt 

" 

" 

11 

It 

.12,1 03 

" 

" 

" 
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1)884 -r/-

o. Lot Bloc ame Cons'd ate 
96, 12 19 Josie C. paulding 27. 0 ug.12,1 03

965 7-8 22. "ugene L.Bracken 4 .oo n 

986 4 23 avid dams 17.50 " 

967 3 24 u an ... c ntosh 3 .oo " 

968 1 25 illiam Couch 3 .oo " 

969 7 34 len .ci:.Tounsend 20.00 " 

970 6 55 Leo .Bennett 100.00 " 

971 14 60 Louisa innice 32. 0 n 

972 1-2-3-4-5-
6-7-8-9-10-

11-12 111 Anna C. Bennett l o.oo tt 

973 3 159 ydi utc ings .oo tt 

974 3 0 obert H. avis 2 .oo ft 

975 7 232 omas .Johnson 66.00 tl' 

976 5 235 runes alker 37. 0 It 

9'1'1 6 235 J nnie Bailey 30 .oo ft 

9'18 5 236 Julius oat 75.00 " 

979 1 239 Christ ilberhorn 35.00 " 

980 11 242 odore Bailey 40.00 tt 

981 5 284 illi • obinson 4 .o " 

982 4 299 artha Ceasar 37.50 " 

983 6 388 Joe .La son 40.00 " 

984t 8 393 rederick B. evers 50.00 tt 

985 3 399 ade . a r 20.00 

986 413 Thomas J. i uh 2 .oo 

987 ·arah C. avis 12. 01-2 424 

988 1 461 John • lalock ? • 0 tt 

989 461 .!!ilmer Alley 7.50 It• 

I illian 'otte 7. 0
461 

• or'ter press book.ltr 103.--
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10. Lot
991 6-7-8

991 7 

993 9 

994 2 

995 1-10

996 4 

• 8

997 6

998 5

999 7

1000 5

1001 2

1002 3

1003 4

1004 3

1005 4

1006 3

1007 6

1008 2

1009 3

-8-

Block Name Cons'd 
22.50 461 Frank o ider

112 

240 

410 

440 

33 

53 

383 

4?1 

76 

1 9 

311 

344 

415 

415 

471 

19 

37 

211 

432 

Jessie Dudley

illie • atson 

atherine Crisp 

emus • am.sey 

arl R.Peterson 

" 

John c.Huser 

Charles oark 

alter • orton 

oam.uel o lin 

Benjamin arren 

amuel Bare.hart 

10.00 

17.50 

50.00 

o.oo

82. 0

42.50 

27.50 

10.00 

5o00 

1 .oo

22.50 

Alexander ondheimer 
35.00 

James B. cCaffrey 27.50 

and C. ider 2?.50 

Henr Ho ell 

ep ott 

30.00 

25.00 

illiam L. oberson 42. 0 

,arah • enson 

espectfully, 

• orter,

rin. hief. 

27. 0

38 

Data 
Aug.12,1903 

ug.17,1903 

n 

n 

" 

" 

tt 

ug.19,1903 

" 

ft 

tt 

" 

" 

tt 

( dorsed) Union Agency press book, gener l letter by rincipal Ch t. Letter 103, uSkogee, Oklahoma.



mcuTIVi OFFIC i • 

uskogee ·ation 

P.Porter ,Pri nc i al Chief.

u e , Ind • er. ,

ov.21,190 . 

The Commission to t 

Gentlemen: 

ive iVilized ribes: 

�oa1-c 
33 

I am inf or ed that e land upon hie t tom of o nton, 

Creek ation, is located, as allott t an Gr son, no 

deceased, anl 

sion prayi 

at a pe · tion s b n resent d to our Co L is-

that said allot n be i dra , or cancelled, and 

that it b set art as a Government to sit •

I an furth r infor that e hearing of s id pcti tion by 

your Conmiission is set for he 23rd inst. d sir that the 

Creek ation be represented at aid hearing; but as t e tional 

Attorney, the Hon. • • �urphe , has be u oned ho in 

ssouri on account oft s rious illness of his o er, I 

IIOuld request at t cas be continued fo period of t n or 

titteen days; but if the Commission think it inadvisa le to do 

so, I ould request the t t 

at1on can be heard. 

case r in op n until t e Creek

r s ectfull our , 

• orter,

in. hief. 

( dor ed)Union .a=ULJ.cy, ·us cg e, kla mn.
1 asant orters eneral lett rs.--



January 6th, 1904.

Tbe Honorable 

The Secre tary of the Interior. 

Sir:--

I have been requested by Big Ben, il liam Lowe, Alex Lowe

m4 Martha Lowe to address you relative to the alienation or a

por�ion ot their allotments for to nsi t e purposes at .,eleetka. 

It appears that they petitioned to be allowed to alienate 

their lends at 50.00 per acre and that the unrestricted aliena­

tion ot said land, to trustees repr es enting the resi dents of the 

town, was recommended by the Commission to the Five Civilized 

Tribes. It further appears that the Department being app rehen-

Sift that th e allottees Mere not competent to manage their own 

attairs referre d the matter to the U • •  Indian Inspector tor Indian 

Territory with instructions to notify t.be allot tees to list the 

lands with the United States Indian Agent for sale under the regula­

tions ot July 10,1903.

The allottees represent to me tha t their lands are not orth 

o.oo per acre, t� amount they ere to receive, and that they

WOUl.d not bring more than that pric e if advertised for bids un­

less some bidder would calculate on confiscating the improvements 

whioh belong to other parties. 

I th.ink the desire of these all ot tees to keep faith 1th the

P&rties who own the improvements is commendable am I believe

the, h.ould be g1 ven too richt of unrestricted alienation for hich

they ha Te pe ti ti one d. I have known all or the allottees, particu-

Big Ben and 1111am Lowe, a great many years and consider 

ter press book. ltr.448.--
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t 111 competent to transact 1::usi nes s 1ith safety to their

oa interests. Big Ben has alwa ys taken a prominent part i n  

the attairs of the Creek Nation and served eight years in the Creek

counoil, tour in the House of Kings and four in the House of 

iors. lilliam Lo e is a man of mat ure judgment, thoroughly 

liable and ell knovm as being th rifty, careful a nd provident. 

ill% Lowe and his wife artha. Lo e are both of the younger genera­

ion of citizens, hav e been ell educated am are bright and 

1n "8111gen t. 

I certainly believe that the best interests of these people 

a,Uld be su bserved by permitting them to alienate t.bei r lands in 

the menner they desir e, and trust the Departme.nt may see proper 

o approTe the petition heretofore made by them.

espe ctfully, 

.Porter, 

Principal Chief. 

-�w�••d) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal
Letter 44B. uskogee, Oklahoma. 



Land. 
3303-1904. 

The Honorable 

Department ot the Interior, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, 

Jan.27 ,1904. 

Tbe Secretary of tte Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit a letter of t.te Indian Inspect­

or tor Indian Territory, or the 11th instant, transmitting for 

departmental. action, as required by section 23 o f  the Act of 

Congress approved March 1, 1901, {31 Stats., 861), tcmi lot 

patent No.1078, executed by the Fri nci pal Chief of the Creek 

Hation, oonveying lots 1 aDi 6, block 385, in the town of 

Muskogee, Creek Nation, Indian Territory, to t.oo trustees of 

the Bethel Methodist Episcopal Church South, of Musk�ee, 

Indian Terri 'tnry, the deed being dated December a3, 1903, and 

tha consideration being 68.50. 

Attacmd to this deed 1s the customary certificate of the 

U.S.Indian Agent to t.be effect that full peyrmn t of the amount 

due has been ma.de, 51d too re a re also attached affi davits and 

oerttr1cates giving the nanes of the trustees and the manner in 

Which the lots should be deeded, it appearing that the townsi te

001DD11asion simply scheduled tre lot to t re Methodist Church, 

In Tiew at the ev1dmce submitted, it appears to tm In-

peotor that the deed has been properly drawn. It has been 

0 • lly checked aid compared wi tti the approved schedule of

a1aemm ts, and .m reooIDDl3ndS that it be approved.
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The teed .l'.ris been examined· in this office and compared with

tbt approved scbednle or Muskogee on tile. 

Lot 1, block 385, is scbeduled to the Methodist Church

under section 21 end lot 6 under section 20. T� sec ti on 20 

in connection with lot 6 is evidently e typographical error 

since tb!a Method 1st para:> nage which 1s upon this lot could not 

pos a 1 blJ 1-1 ve bro� ht 1 t within t� scope of sec ti on 20, so 

I take it ttlat 1 t was the int en t1on to make the section 21. 

Section 21, lUlder 11hich lot 1 is scheduled, provides that all 

tam lots or parts or. lots not exceeding 50 by 150 feet in 

size upon which Church houses and parsonages have been erected 

shall be oonveyed to the churches gratuitously and under the 

holding ot t b3 Dep artmm t the pa.rt of the lot in excess of 50 

bJ 150 teet in size is to be paid for as other lo ts are paid 

tor under the proT1s1ons of sections 11 or 12. 

No statenent is made by the Inspector with reference to 

whether this oompensati on covered by the deed 1 s for the le.nd 

in excess or t te amount which is to be deeded gratuitously or 

not, and I therefore reconnnend that it be held in tm Depart­

ment and that tm Inspect.or be requested to make a report

rela t1ve to this ma. tter. 

Very respectfully, 

( .B.H. )P. 
A.C. Tonner,

Acting Commissioner. 

(lndorsed} Union Agency No.9306 Received Apr .11,1904 Office of
u.s.Indian Ins peotor, tor Indian Territory. ash ington,Apr 11 4,
llk.Secretary.----Calls tor report coreerning deed 1078, convey-
1 oertain lots in Muskogee to M.E.churoh south.----
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uskogee, .T., arch 14,1904 

Hon. J. George ,right, 

u • •  Indian Inspector, us ogee, • •  

ir:-

Calling your attention to the certifi cat e of identification 

attached to deed o. 196, ulgee� you ill observe that Victor 

B, Stanford is deceased ani th at his brother certifies as to his 

oorre o t narae • t as been the custom eretofore to dra these 

deeds in favor of t e eir of decea e d  pe rson to om lots 

ere scheduled, d in one i stance the deed as returned unap-

proved by the epar ent because this as not done. e cite

7ou to .;ject ion 30, of the reek reaty, ubl ic o. 112, hi ch 

reads as f ollo s: 

ill deferred a nts under pr ovisions of this agreement, 

shell oonsti tute a lien in f aver of the trib on the property for 

hi.ch the debt s c ontracted, nd if, at the e 1ration of 

t o years from t date of pay t of the fift ee per centum 

aforesaid, def ult in any annu pa ent as been m de, the lien 

tor the payment of all purchase oney r aining un aid m Y be 

entorced in the United .::>tates court ithin the jurisdiction of 

Wh1ch the tom is locat d, in the s e manner as vendor's liens

entoroed; sue suit bei brought in the name oft e rincipal

Chi.et tor the benefit of the tribe. 

There seems to be no question as to title p sing, at least

after the 15% per cen tum as paid, if not , n the schedule as

ay d. This being tie case , if the o er should sell the lot

ter press book.ltr.281.--
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ohedUled to him (subject to the lien of the Creek ation) and 

the deed should afterwards be drawn in favor of the heirs, the

purchaser must gp into court to enforce his t itle.

In view of these facts, I have dra n this deed in favor 

ot Victor B. Stanford on the ground that the title vested i.n him, 

subject to the lien of the Creek ation, that this lien has been 

aatis:t'ied eitoor by him, his heirs or the pure aser, and this deed 

1s only the evidence of title. 

espectfully, 

.Porter, 

rin.Chief. 

-«loraed) Union Agency press book, general letters b,y rinoipal

t • Letter 281. Muskogee, Oklahoma.
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as� -1904. 

T.bt Honorable, 

DeJ8r1ment of the Interior,

om CE OF IND! }N AFF .AIRS, 

Washington, 
Apri l  21, 1904. 

Secretary of tie Inter! or. 

Sir: 

Pennit me 1n invite your attention to letter of 

t1- Indian Insp ec tcr for Indian Te rritory of the 31st ultimo

transmitting for your consideration too i:apers relative to the 

pro-test ot Mr.Robert L.Owen against the issuanc e of patent 

to Lot 16, Block 390, in the to n of Muskogee, which lot as 

scheduled by the townsi te commission to John .Sanders, show­

ing it to be improved by a frame residence valued at · 00, 

t� lot be i � appraised at 100 and Mr.Sanders being not ifie d 

t.ba t ha was en titled to purchase the lot at 50% of 1 ts apprais­

e4 value. 

Mr.Owen makes this protest i n a communication dated 

Deo•ber 31, 1903, stating that over 10 years ago, for a valuable 

OOna1derat1on, the west 30 feet of this lot, fronting 30 feet 

o Okmulgee Avenue and running back 219 feet, was sold to him

J a deed from Joshua and Cogie Ross, d ated August 12, 1893;

that Mr.Sanders had at that time no claim to this part of the lot

Ind had not asserted it unt il recently; that it was understood

San4era would without hesitation qui tcla 1.m t o  Owen this part of

the lot aa he knew of Owen's right to the property but when called

far the quitclaim deed to the portio n of the lot mentioned
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sanders declined to make it. 

Proper notation was made by too Inspector in order

that deed to the lot might n ot issue while it was being con­
sidered and he furnished a copy to Mr .Sanders and his reply
without date, which was received in his office o n  February 6, 

1904, 1s enclosed, in which Mr.Sanders state s he has been in 

possession of what is platted as Lot 16, Block 390, for the 

past 10 years or more and that tt.e townsite commission platted 

and scheduled the lot to him as he had it en closed and improved; 

that he knows nothing of tt.e claim of Owens and never beard of 

such claim unti.l after the l ot had been listed and ap praised 

to him.Mr.Sanders states that if Mr.Owens has any claim to the 

lot, he should appeared before the townsi te commis.s ion and not 

having done so, he should be e sstopped at this time from inter­

fering with the issuance of a deed. 

Other communications from Mr.Owens on the subject 

together with the affidavit filed by him as to his claim to 

the property are also transmitted. 

After considering the whole mat ter and as the reco rds 

show the notices of appraisement were se rved in August, 1901, 

Mr.Sanders• notice having been served on August 14, 1901, and 

that Sanders had made final payment for tbe lot on ep tember 

30 1 1903, the Inspector advis ed Mr.Owen on March 11, 1904, that

he was or the opinion that n o  further action could be taken wi th

reterence to the matter and that deed must issue to Mr.Sanders

and the controversy between tbem be settled in the United States

couia. 

Accompanying the papers is a duplicate or t� Inspec-

'-'• decision in tte matter upon receipt of which Mr.Owen
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requ ate4, in his lette r dated March 14, 1904, that b efore final

action was taken on his prote st, it should be submitted to you.

The papers  are therefore forwarded by Mr.Wright for t.oo considera­

tion of the Department. 

Copies of all the pa pe rs were furnished Mr.Sanders 

together with a copy of the Inspector's decision and hi s reply 

dated March 23, 1904, by his attorneys, Messrs. .c .Jackson 

and N.B.Maxey, 1s forwarded. 

In connecti on with this matter tm In specto r  refers 

to a similar ca se where Samuel C.Davis made appl ication to have 

certain lots in Sapulpa scheduled to him de siring to file con­

test c ov e ring lots in that to msi te scheduled t o  others some 

months previous. This matter was appealed from the decis ion 

ot Acting Inspector Zeveley taking the ap plication to this 

ottice and considered in letter of February 17, 1903. 

An ap peal was taken from this de cision to the Depart­

•nt which was considered by letter addressed t o  this office 

dated Karch 24, 1903, (I.T.D.2934-1904). 

T.be Inspector says the work of the Muskogee townsi te 

Oomm1as1on has been finished nearly three years. At the time 

the OOJIDllission was engaged in appraising the Muskogee to nsi te, 

Wing to the importance or the matter, public n otices were given 

through the press that claims must be filed before too Commission

and ever7 opportunity given all persons to have their cla ims

Properly pres ented and considered. hile it would appear, says

Mr. r1ght 1 trom Mr.Owens' letter dated Mar ch 14, 1904, asking

that the matter b e submitted to the Department, that he claims

to have brought this matter to the attention oft.be chairman of

kogee townsite commission, the records do not sho that
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an1 protest or contest was ever filed by Mr.Owen until his let-

ter ot December 31, 1903. Final rece:ilpt has been issued to 

Mr.Sanders by the Indian Agent and the Inspector asks if the deed
shall be issued and parties advised to settle any controversy
in the courts or if the matter shall be investigated further by

his office. 

The schedule of lots in the tom ot Muskogee �as made by 

the Muskogee townsite commission under rules and regulations 

approved by tbe Department April 2 6, 1899. Those regulations 

prcr,ide tor notice of the appraisement to be given to the im­

provements and the language i th reference to contests, so far 

as the case under consideration if affected, is as follo s: 

"Contestants must file tm ir claims i th you Within ten 

da7s after the not ice or appraisemen t herein required." 

It appears that in Mr.Owen's case no formal contest has 

been instituted up to tm present tine and, unless th3se regula­

tions be set aside, there as no authority in the Inspector's 

office and is no authority in this office to take ny action for 

his rel 1et. The matter is, therefore, submitted for Depart-

••ntal consideration.

IBH-1 

Very respectfully, 

.A.Jones, 

Commissiorer. 

(lndorsed) Union Agency No.9437 Received May 2, 1904 Office ot

O.S.ID41an Inspector for Indian Terri tar y. · ashington,April 26,
l90t.secretary.----R:1 0 to complaint of R.L.Owen against issuance
of deed to lot 16, block 390 Muskogee, in favor ot John •

ders; holds deed should is sue; should advise Mr .Owen.----
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• L. A. Johnson,

Checotah, I. T.

Dear Sir:-

ept. 29 ,1904 • 

Replying to your ept. 24th in hich you enclose affidavit 

of yourself and your daughter, Joe ra Jo hnson. You testify 

tba t Laura A. Johnso n mo as the o ·mer of ot 6, in Block 17 

in Checotah, I • •  di ed on tbe 28th day of .arch, 1903,. that prior 

o that date Laura A. Johnson made final or full payment for said

lot, that the deed as not executed until ct. l0th,�903. 

The recor s of fuis office sho that the United tates Indian 

Agent certified to this office that full pa ent had been de 

and deed as e ecuted ct. l0th,1903. There ms nothing in 

connection With said certificate to sho that the o ner a 

deceased and this office had no inf arma tion of t he o ner being 

deceased. 

It is true that most authorities hold that the titl e of real 

estate passes only on deli ery of deed and t e ant e bei de-

cease there could be no deli very. hile the c onve onces from 

the Creek Nation to parties to om lot ar scheduled are in 

tact quit claim deeds, the a.re mor in the nature of patents 

trom the f'act that the United utat Government and the Creek 

at1on require that certain rules and r gulations be follo ed, 

at'ter the grantee haa made full ayment { thus e tinguishing all

letna or cl aims of the Creek ation) even to rccordiDG t e deeds 

tor it is oss1ble for the o er to recei vc the deed.

ner press book. ltr.48·.--
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hile I do not att mpt to d ise ou in the atter, er on 11 ,

I ot the opinion that the title vest din aura • Johns on

men she had performed all of the requir ments due from her and

t.bat on her de th such ti le as as due r immediately descend-

4 to her heirs, hie ttccording to your testi ony is oe ra

Johnson, (her dau ter). do not like the idea o cancellin 

deeds of this kind b caus i ri t in Vie s any 

complications and s ight 

to J. who makes full nt and 

Band before t deed 0 pa tent 

occur. f 

th r after 

is exe u ed

a lot is 

ells a 

dies, 

scheduled 

con 

if th 

ys to 

eed 

,un be drawn in favor of e heirs of , t purch ser B, must 

be torced into e en ive lit· ation to e ov t e cloud from his 

title trom A. 

In any cas t e deed could no be re-dram in your favor, 

1t the deed 1s re-dram it must b in favor of tile heirs at la • 

The Creek ation or t 

detemine ho ar 

nterior e r nt c not undertake to 

irs. f your da ter is 18 ears old 

and is the sole .heir, a conveyance ro er is as good o as 

thoUgh the estate ha en a inist r d. 

It she is a nor t e ropert cannot be sold, unless her

<hlly l!l)pointed guardian can sho at t e ale of o e i neces-

aary tor her education 

made tor that urp os e. 

t1dan ts. 

the court irects that sale be 

return here i th your letters d af-

ospe ctfully, 

• ortor-- rinci al Chief, • • 

should 

doraed) Union 
ral letters by 

enc press book. Letter 486.
rinci al Chief. 

uskogee, k homa. 
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ay 5th,1905. 

TO WHOM 4L THESE PRESENTS SH.ALL CO , G TIID:-

This is to certify that I have this day appointed Hon. 

George A. Alexander Townsi te Commissioner to represent the Creek 

lation under a proVision of Treaty of arch, 1st, 1900. 

J..D. 1905. 

GIVEN UNDER MY HAND AND E THI 5t.b day of 1 ay, 

P.Porter
Principal Chief of the Muskogee

(Creek) Nation. 

(lndoraed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal
Chief. Letter 546. Muskogee, Oklahoma..
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OR, 

I.T .D • .0-1906 • Janua ry 8 , 19 O 6 • 

SPECUL. 

Uni'ted States Indian Inspec t� 

tor Indian Territ:>ry, Muskoge e, Ind.T. 

Sir: 

On December 5, 1905, you tran i tted a petit ion for depart­

JDBntal considerati on, in the m tter of the issuance of bonds in 

th, sum ot ,000 for school purposes, at Co eta, Cree Nation , 

You state that t 

issue were referr ed to 

papers in connection i th thi s bond 

• John D. Benedict, uperintendent of 

.:ichools, vbo caused an investigation to be made. 

From the report submitted it appears that too Co eta chool 

Co. owns a t\'0-story, four-room brick building, together it h f ive 

lots, which as erected t a cost of 6,200, and that t.he town 

authorities have contracted to pure se the buildi , together

With the five lots, at a compromise pr i ce of 5,617.63.

Section 25 of the original Cr eek agreement approved ar ch

l, 1901 ( 31 Stat., 861), prov ides--

"Author it y is hereby conferred upon muni c ipa l  corporations

in the Creek Nation, w.I. th the appr oval of the e cretary of the

Interior, to issue oonds nd borro money thereon for sanitary

purposes, and for too constructi on of se er s, li htin 

waterworks, and school houses, • • 

153 

"

• • • • 

1 nts,
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Coweta has a population of 1,112, and section 25 is relied

upon tor the authority necessary for the issuance of these bonds.
It rill be ob served, however, that under this section au thority

1s granted to construct certain public improvements, while the

�wn of Coweta desires to purchase this school house.

The Department believes, however, that this bond issue comes

within the intent of th is sec ti on, and if not i thin the letter 

1 t is W1 thin the spirit of the law. 

From the eviden ce presented, it appears that the town is 

emply able to provide for t indebtedness desired to be incurred. 

You recommend that the issuance of these bonds be approved. 

Reporting December , 1905, on th is subject, the Indian 

Office concurs in your recommendation. A copy of its leitter is 

inclosed. 

The petition is granted and the Department gives it s ap-

proval to the issuance of bonds by this to 

You will so advise the ton authorities. 

in the sum of 

espe ctfully, 

Thos.Ryan 

,ooo.

1 inc lo sure. First Assistant ecretary o

(Endor•ed) Union gency 00 1.3153 ecei ved Jan.�3, 1906 Office of 
U.S.Indisn Inspector ror Indian Territory. ash1ngton, January a,

1906.decretary.----Approves the issuance of bonds in the s'lll!1 of 
18,ooo for school purposes by the to n of Coweta, Creek Nation,
Inl.Ter 0

----
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er.... 

-

DEPART J NT F TI • INTERIOR, 
J; 

ashingt on. 

I.T.D.6704-1906. Ap r il 25,1906. 

United otates Indian Inspector 

tor Indian Terri tor y, ius kog ee, In d. T. 

Sir: 

On April 9, 1906, you tr nsmitted a petition presented 

by the mayor af the tom of Ok�mah, Ind. T., reqoo sting depart­

mental approval of the issuance by the s · d town of bonds in 

the sum of .12,500 for the purpose of defraying the cost of the 

construction of s choolhouses. 

The papers submitted show that kemah, Ind. T., is a muni­

cipal corporation. i th a po pulation numbering 1,017; that the 

T lue or the taxable property, ccording to the last assessment, 

is 314,514.76. 

You request the Department to approve the 1 ssuance of these 

bonds under section 25 of the original Creek agreanent approved 

arch 1, 1901 (31 Stat., 861}.

The Department is g uided as to pro:t:e r ratio of indebtedne ss 

to the asses sed valua. ti o n by section 1 of t.l:':e aot of ay 19, 

1902, limiting t� amount of bonds that may be issued by to ns 

ha 'ting a population of 2,000 or more. It provides as f ollo s:

"Such bonds, not to exceed amount tm interest on hich

at ti ve percen tum per annum would be liqu idated by a tax of

five mills on the cbllar of the taxable prop:,rty in such to n,

to be ascerta1:re d by tm last assessment for t e purpose of

't tion." 

•
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T.bese limitations ould not apply to Okemah, as the popu­

lati n is less than 2, 000 p eople, but it appears that the inter-

est on 12,500 at 5 percentum per annum would be 625· ' the tax 

or 5 mills on the dollar on the taxable property of Okemah at 

its assessed valuation, 314,514.?6, vould ovide a revenue of 

1,572.57, showing clearly tha. t tre tovm is able to bear this

indebtedness. 

Superintendent of Schools John D. Benedict reports that it 

appears that the tCV1n of Okemah ne eds better school facilities 

and 1s well able to meet it s proposed bonded indebtedness. He 

recemmends that t� bond issue be approved. 

You consi der that t here is no doubt s to the necessity of 

the public improvenents desired, and you also recommend that the 

issuance of these oond s for school :purposes be approved. 

Reporting April 21, 1906, the Indian ffic e concurs in your 

recommend a ti on. A copy of its letter is inclosed. 

The Department considers that t re re is a necessity fo r the 

impr oveaen t s de si red. 

Ind. T., in the sum of 

The issuance of these oonds at Okemah, 

12,500, far tre construction of school-

houses, is hereby approved. 

1 inclosure. 

esp ectfully, 

Thos. yan 

irst ssistant uecr tary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency 0• 13995 eceivcd pr�30,1906 O�fice of
u.s.1n11an InfJ)ector for Indian Territory •. ash�ngto n, pril 25, 
190 .secretary.----Approves issuanc e  of oonds 1n the sum of ..,. 12 ,

�00 b7 t.be town or Okemah, I o T., for the pu ose of construc­
t1on ot school houses.----
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TERI OR, 

W A S H I GT ON. 

I.T.D.13704-1906. Au ust 13, 1906. 

united States Indian Inspector 

For Indian Territory, Muske ee, Ind. T. 

Sir: 

On July 25, 1906, you transmitted a petition of the town 

ot Boynton, Jreek Nation, Ind. T., by its mayor, req estin 

departmenta approvalof the issuance of bonds by said to n in 

the sum of 10,000·for the construction of sc hool houses. 

Authority is requested for the issuance of these bonds 

under the provisions of section 25 of the ori inal Creek a ree­

ment approved March 1, 1901 (31 Stat., 861), and the act of March 

4, 1898 (30 Stat., 252). 

From the papers submitted it appears that tre town of Boyn­

ton is a municipal corporation, with a population, acco din t o  

its last school census, of 650 people, and with taxable property 

valued, accordin to the last assessment for the purpose of tax­

ation, at 159,400. 

On Novembe r 18, 1905, the Department approved an opinion 

or the Assistant Attorney-General relative to the issuance of 

certain bonds by the town of Stonewall, Chickasa Nation, Ind.

T., and construing para raph 55 of the agreem nt with the Choc­

taw and Chickasaw tribes of  Indian rati ied by the act of July

1, 1902 (32 Stat., 641), it as held tra --

"The first sen nee of paragraph 55 oft tact must
be construed as affirmatively authorizinp corporations in 
those nations to issue bonds for the specified purposes, 
With the approval of the Secretary of the Interlor," 
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and in conclusion 

"that the fact that the town of Stonewall has a populationof less than 1,000 persons should not of itself prevent this application receiving your (th e Secretary of the In­terior) approval." 

In view of the fact that paragraph 55 of the act of July

l, 1902, supra, is identical in language in so far as the issu­

ance of bonds is concerned with section 25 of the act o f  March

l, 1901, supra, it is considered that the same rule should ap­

ply to the Creek Nation as to the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations,

and that the absence of a population of 1,000 persons should 

not of itself prevent t he approval of these bonds. 

Applying the rule laid down in section 1 of the act of May 

19
1 

1902, limiting the amount of bonds th at can be issued by 

towns having a population of 2,000 or more, which, by reason 

of the small population of Boynton does not apply in this case, 

but may be used as a guide to judge the town's ability of sup­

porting the indebtedness desired to be incurred, it is found

that the interest upon a bond issuance o f  10,000 at 5 per cent

per annum, would amount to ,500; a tax of 5 mills on the dollar

of the valuation of the taxable property which is, as stated

above, $159,400, ould provide a revenue of 797.

Reporting in regard to the issuance of these bonds, •

G. r. Hillman, clerk to Superint endent John D. Bened·ct, to

whom this matter was referred, states that the town h as no

•chool indebtedness and owns no school buildin s o  any cons -

quence; during the ast wint r a ive months' term o school

W8. maintained, employinp four teachers. In view of th fact
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that the town is entirely without suitable school facilities

and appears to be able to meet such in debtedness, he recom­

mends that the proposed school bond issua nce be approved.

You state that you have ca refully considered this matter

and that inasmuch as there is no doubt a s to the necessity of 

the public improvements desired, you recommend the approval of 

this bond issuanc e. 

Reporting August 4, 1906, the Indian Office concurs in 

your recommendation. A copy of its letter is inclosed. 

The Department con siders that there is a necessity for the issu­

ance of these bonds. The petition of the town of Boynton for 

permission to issue bonds in the sum of $10,000 fo r the construc­

tion ot schoolhouses is hereby approved 

Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan 

l inclosure. Actin Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.14973.Received.August 17,1 906.0ffice of
u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Terr itory. vashi ngton, D.C. Aug. 
13,1906.Secretary.-----Approves bond issue $10,000 by Boynton, I.T.
tor school houses.



DEPARTMENT OF THE INT� I R 
'

Office Of Indian Affairs , 

·· ashi ngton.

39088-D 

August 23, 1906. 

T01 ITE C E No. 121.

Timothy M. Stanclift and 

Case No. 121:
Frmci s R. Brennan, part­
ners under t� firm name 
and style or Capital Town­
s! te Company, 

contes tants, 

Involving title to lot? in 
block 21, in the town ot'
Bixby, Creek Nation, Indian 
Territory. 

Joseph J. Groetkin, 
Contes tee. 

J. George right, sq.,

u. s. In:lia.n Inspector for Indian Territory,

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir:--

Your letter of ctob er 18, 1906, tran smi tti report concern-

ing contest involving title to lot 7, block 21, to 1n of Bixby, 

Indian Territory, has been rocei ved by this Office. 

The facts 1n this case, as disclosed by tbe record, re 

1den ti cal with those in case No. 120, entitled Capi tel Town-

lite Company, contestants vs • .r • .J. Groetkin, c ontestee, except

here Groetkin, after recognizing the contestants as his landlord,

attempts to set up title acquired thro hone Dolly Bo on, ho

Ol.aims to ve purchased from David . aymire the gran tor of Groet-

kin 1n case No 120 • • 
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The rights of t.be parties hereto, and tm circumst ces 

11D4er which they acquir ed and claim those rights, appearing to be

in all essential particulars the same as in case No. 120, the 

decision of this Office in that case, (Land 85346-1905), is made 

to apply hereto, and our decision to th3 effect that neither 

of the parties are entitled to the lot in co�troversy, but that 

it is the property of the Creek ation subject to saJs according 

to law, is therefore affirmed. 

You are requested to notify the parties to that effect, 

and or thei r ri gh t to appeal. 

-KEN.

Very respectfully, 

F • •  Leupp. 

Commissioner. 

(Endorsed) Union ency No.15098 Received Aug.� �1906 Office of

o.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ash1n ton, ugust 23,
1906.Commis s ioner .----Affir ing decision in c�ntest case No.121,
inTolving title to lot 7, block 21, town of Bixby, I.T.----



J. George right ,

Unite d t>ta tes Indian Inspector, 

Muskogee. 

Dear Sir:-

usk og e e , I • T • 
Dec.22nd,1906. 

In reference to too tams Dustin, I • •  and e letka r.T.

am Castle, I.T. which are all loc ted in t Creek ti on, I 

enclose plat sho i desoriptu on (die) of t o  nsite s and na of 

allottees thereon, m th number of cres t t each allottee 

holds• I as in orned by t T i te Company that t h3 restric-

tions on these lands ad 11 been removed excepting the to msi t 

ot Castle, which llotment belongs to inta 1 ixioo, a little 

girl about thirteen years of ge. 1r. • B. Castle ho 1s 

guardian far th is minor heir, in ta Ji'ixico, inf or d me that this 

townsi te r,as laid out by Lakemore and G. 1 .Clarke, who no are 

located at ealetk IT a, • • ome thing over t ee rs ago, nd 

Under an agreement they were to pay to int 1 ixico ,10 . per 

month tar the use of th is land until t e restrictions l d beon 

remOYed, but · • Castle i ar d roo t hat they d not lived up 

to tt.ir contract after · sp osing of the property, hich they

rece 1ved some thin like ·15 ,ooo from the s le of t 1e to site

ot 75 acres, nd t t the little · rl has been ithout shoes nd

was so poorly clad in clot hing that her folks h d been u ble

'to send her to school, and he 1shed this matter ould be looked

in by your office. Tov n i te comp ny as kno n as Indi nola

1 te co.
• onteo • 
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( rsed) Union Agency No.60670 Received Dec.22 ,1 06 Office of 
v .Indian Inspector f'or Indian Territory. uskogee ,I.T., Dec.

12,1901.A.A.Montee, clerk.---- el.exchanges at Dustin, eleetka 

an4 castle.----



112280-1906.

The Honorable, 

1
1 T OF T " INr � OR , 

Office Of Indi n Affairs, 

shi:t:\gton. 

39088-1.P 

J uary 5, 19 0?. 

The Se ore tar y of the Interior. 

Sir: 

There is enclosed a report rrom Ins ctor right, dated 

December 21, 1906, transmitting an application of the town o f 

Haskell, Creek Nation, Indian Territory, by its municipal authori-

ties, tor permission to issue oonds in t smn of 10, 00 0 for 

tb:5 construction of school houses. The Inspector transmits 

the usual re co rd. He refers to tha various provisions o f la 

111.th reference to t is subject and recommends t t the authority 

requested be granted. 

It is sho n th at the to n is incorporated, i th a popula­

tion ot 911; that the value of too taxable property, according 

to the st assessment for tbe purposes of taxation, as �310, 000 ; 

and the Inspector says t t tie pplication comes iithin the limit

prescribed by too Act o:f July 30,1886 (24 tat.L., 170 ). This 

J.ot provide• that municip corporations hall not issue bonds

1n exces, or four per cent of the valuation of the taxable Pro 

whiob, in this case, is 12,400, ile the amount of bo ms de-

sired to be issued is 10,000 • 

• r right submitted the papers to John P. nedict, Jupe r-

in'\erdent ot chools in Indian Te rrit ory, :hose report of cem-

13 last 1s llllong the papers. He recommends the approval of

rty, 
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,u application. Tm Inspector says that the to n has no

o tstending indebtedness.

The application is in proper form, and as tm to n seems to

be amply able to care for a bond issue of 10,000, t 

tor's fa var able recommend a ti on is concurred in.

Very respectfully, 

c.F.Larrabee,

Inspec-

Acting Commissioner. 

GA -EH. 

( Ddorsed) Union gency o.16600 Received Jan.21,1907 Office of 
u.s.Indian Ins ctor for Indian Territory •. ashington,D.C.Jan.
15,1907 ecretary.---- pproves bond issue in th? sum of 10,000
by the town of Haskell Creek ation, I.T. for school houses.----



DEPAR'IMENT OF TH INTE OR 
'

ashington. 

I.T.D.392-1907 • January 15,190?. 

Uni'ted States Indian Inspector 

tor Indian Terri to ry, uskogee , Ind .T. 

Sir: 

On January 5, 190? (Land 112280-1906), t.te Indian Office 

transmitte d your report dated ecember 21, 1906, for ding a 

petition of the town of Haskell, Creek ation, Ind. T., by its 

municipal authoriti s, requesting too Dep tIIBnt to pp rove the 

issuance or bonds in the sum of 10,000, for tll3 construction 

or school houses . Autho rity is requested for this bond issuance 

under the provisions of section 25 of the original Creek agree­

•nt approved arch 1, 1 01 (31 tat., 861), and the acts of 

Marah 4 1 1898 (30 tat., 252), and July 30, 1886 (24 tat.,l?O).

Superintendent Bene diet recommends the approval of this 

bond issuance. 

You state that you have carefully considered the necess ity

tor the public i provemen ts desired, and that as the to m of

Haskell has no outstanding indebtedness and appears to be ply

able to care for the proposed bond issue, you recommend that

said issuance of bonds in too sum of 10,000, for too construc­

tion of schoolhouses be approved. 

The Indian Office concurs in your recommendat ion. A copy

l 00
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ot its letter is inclosed. 

The Depar'tment considers that there is a necessity for the

town or Haskell assuming this indebtedness nd that said town

18 amply able to car-e for it. T issuance of bonds by said

tolll in t� sum of ·10,000, for the constru-ction of schoolhouses,

is hereby approved. 

The papers in t 

for its files. 

case have been sent to the Indi n Office 

espectfully, 

Thos. yan 

irst ssis tant .::>ecret y. 

Through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

1 inc. and 3 to Ind .Of. 

(16600) 





39279-A 

.J1J I •RIOR,
Indian ..::>ervice. 

Inola,I.T.Jany.2,1899. 

I do hereby certify that I ba. ve received and offered for sale 

at my regular place of business at Inola Creek !ation, Indian 

Terr.I. tory, dur i tre period C encing July lst,1898, nd 

ending Dec.31,1898, goods, fares, and nerchandise, greeable to 

original invoices, amounting in the aggregate to tre sum of 

1665.87-----dollars and----cents, subject to a tax of 1 per cent 

nd anounti� to six teen and 65/100------dollars. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 56 Sworn statement accomp ying 
r it te.nce of • .Hubbard Inola, I. T. for month of --to12/31/1898. 

ount--- 16. 65----



I)]P AR'IMENT OF TH INT ' OR , 
United ;:;tates Indian ervic e. 

Frum, I. T .January 10, 1899. 

39279-B 

I 4o hereby certify that I have been engaged in tbe occupation 

ot a Blacksmith at my re lar ·place of business, at rune, 

Creek Nati on, Indian Territory, during the period c · encing 

January 9th,1899, and Ending pril 9th,1899 and that I o e, 

according to th3 la s of tm Creek N- tion the sum of 6.00--

six dollars, in payimnt of too t x for t 

A.J. ood. 

above mentioned period 

( arsed) Union Agency I o.57 --0CCU .ATI0N TAX--S ,e,rn statement 
accompanying remittonce of .J •• ood Fame,I.T. for period 
commencing Jany.10,1899 and ending April 19,1899-mnount '6.00----



39279-C 

TL .... NT CF L � 0 , 

United 'tates Indian SerVice.

Tuls ,I.T. •cb.24,1899. 

I do he re by c er ti f y t bat I ve received nd offered for sale at

my regular :place of business at -J?ry Creek ation, Indian Terri­

iary, during the period commencing April l"'t,1898, nd ending 

Feb.lst,1899, oods, ares, and rchandise, ree ble to ori 0inal 

invoices, amount in - in t greg te to the s tnn of ( '2300. 00) 

Twenty three hundred dollars ond-----cents, subject to t X of 

1 per cent nd omo nt ing to t :cnt y t. ee doll • 

worn to m subscribed before 

J.H.Boyd. 

this 24 day of Feb.1899. 

Henry C .Davis. 

:rotary Public. 

(Endorsed) nion gency ro.252 ec ei ed by Union ency uscogee, 
I.T. 1arch 14,189 • ..., ,orn statement ccompo.nying emitt nee of
J.H.Boyd Fry,I.T. to �eb.lst,1899 anount 23.00----



39279-D 

DEPARTA i T F T. i INT� 

United Jtates Indian oervice. 

ti er,I.T. 

February 25,1899. 

I do here y ce rtif'y th at I ha e been en ed in the 

occupation of Blacksmith at my re lar place of business t 

Eut' la, Creek ation, Indian Territory, during the period 

oommencing Jan. 1, 1899 Md ending ec. 1, 1899 and th at I o e, 

according to tha k: s of t Creek l · tion t sum of (�6.00)--

'i10 

six dollars, in payment of the tax for the abo e 

e .:3ellers. 

nt ioncd period. 

S rn to and subscrlb.d before me this 25 de of 'eb.,1899 

• .-..:i. ti er, 

I otary ubli c. 

( ndorsed) Union ency ro. 34 OCCUP 
accompanying re tttance of Alex Sellers 
commencing J ny.1,1899 and ending arch 
received at agency ,Muskogee, I .T •. arch 

N T 0 torn state rnent 
'ufa 1 ,I.T. for period 

31,1899.amount '6.00---­
,1899.----



39279-E 

DEP lT T 
United tates 

R, 
6erVic e. 

Okmulgee I.T. pr il 1,1899 

I do hereby certify tl t have received ond offered for s e 
-

-

at the regular place of rosiness at Creek _ a ti on Indi · n 

Territory, during t 

pril 1
1 

1899
1 

goods, re , and r ch and i se , agreeable t o 

original invoices, amounti in the aggregate to t sum of 

_3_1_2_4 __ • _64_ .. T_h_ir_t __ o_n_e ___ ....,.__ _ ___._do lla rs and 'ix ty four cents,

subject to a tax of .01 per cent and oun ting to hirty one 

am 24 dollars. 
Ioo 

Jas. ar ins on 

er T. • rector Bkpr. 

worn to and sub cri bed before e this 1 da of pr il 189 

J. . oger

lot ry ublic-- .,.orthern 
istrict, .T. 

( ndorsed) Union ency o.38 A ecei ed April l"", 1899 r.orn
1tatE1Ben t accompan ing r mitt nee of J s. rk ins on lanulgee,
for month of---to pril 1,1899 ount 31.24----

.T • 



DE A T � IT' OF 
United tatos 

39279-IP 

1 cDermot t, I. T. pril 1,1899. 

I do hereby certify that I have received and offered for sale at 

regular place of bu sine ss at 10Dermot t Creek ation,Indian 

c.1,1898 and endingTerri to ry, during t e ri od c anmenoi ng 

pr 1 l ls t , 18 9 9 , good s, are s, !l n d l1J3 r ch on d is e, agreeable to 

origins. 1 invoices, ount ing in the aggregate to the sum of----

dollars and------cents, subject to a tax o 1 p:?r cent and 

mounting to seven and 15/100 ----dollars. 

am es Crar·ford 

worn to and subscribed befo re me this 1st da of .t:1..pril 1899. 

, .T.Berry 

otar Public. 

(Endorsed) Union gency To.91 S orn statan.ent accompanyin remit­

tance or James era ford 1cDerrnot t to pr il 1, 1899 emou nt ·7 .15----



39279-G 

DEPARTh 'JT TH !T...:. IOR 
United dtates Indian uervice • 

. e tum.ka , • T • 
pril 10,189 • 

I do rereby certify t t have received and of fored for sale at 

my regular place of bus.i.ne ss at etumka · Creek tion, Indi n 

Territory, during t e period co .enci ct.lst,18 9, nd endin 

arch 31st 1899, oods, res, a 

origir�a.l invoices, amou1 ting in t

merch di se, gre ble to 

aggr g te to t e  sum o 

( 3053.00) Three thous d fifty three dollars -------cents, 

subject to t x of one r cent and rrnunting to thirty nd 

53/100-------dollars. 

S rn to nd subscribed before 

H.H.Holmon 

this 19 d y 18 • 

(lndoraed) Union 

m1tanoe of' iI. I.Holm 

.. • J .Grissom 

o tmast r.

'"ti orn t te ent ccompanying re-

tu ko. T for onth of ct 1st to .. e m , • • 

rch 3lst,18 --- 30.53----



39279-H 

pril 11,1899. 

This 1s to certify t t I have collected .s5e from 

ped ler, as you u thor iz ed 

tor sale in th3. to 

to collect My peddlers offered 

af lanulgee Creek fotion, • •  

Toney rector 

uba r1 bed and sworn to before me this 11· d y of 

J. • oger

ril 189 

I otary ublic .-- :rorthern Dist.

Union gene !o.37 ... ecei ved .13,1899 Office of 

gent, lus co ee, Ind .Ter. s n st t em.ant a ccompany1

e or Tony rector Glcrnul e for emount of .85¢----



Toney Proc tar , 

Okmulgee, I. T.

Dear Sir:-

Uni on gency , 

Muscogee, I. T., 

39279-I 

Apri 1 13th, 1899; 

Replyi� to yours of the 10th inst t, authority is hereby 

granted you to collect tax from pe ddlars nd circuses, and to 

account for the s rum to e • 

As to ch rges for postage and notary fees, you rill have to 

collect that in ddi tio:n to tm tax, as the full amouht of tax 

due must be remitted to 

Approved: 

J • Geo • r igh t , 

•

Very respect lly, 

• • isdom,

U. • Indian gent.

U. • In ian Inspector.

(Endorsed) Uni on 
letter 91. 

ency - uskogee,Okl oma. ress book no.2--



DEF.AR T OF THB I 'RIOR 
,

United 'tat es Indi rui ervice. 

S :pulpa, I.T. 

April 14,1899. 

I do mreby certify that I have been engaged in the occupation 

at enager HarYy Eating House at regular place of business, 

at Sapulpa,I.T. Creek Nation, Indian Territory, duri the 

period COmnl9ncing April 1st, 1899, am ending June 30,1899, 

and that I me, according to the la .s of the Creek nation t 

sum at ( 6 .oo) su----dollars, in payment of t 

mntioned period. 

Harvey l!.iating House 

tax far t 

by J .s .Scannell, r.i.gr. 

Sworn to ani subscribed before this 14 day of 

John F. Eg

il 1899. 

bo e 

1 ot ary Public-- orthern 
di strict. 

(Endorsed) Union gency Io.40 Received pr.15, 1899 _ ffice of u. •

Indian Inspector--- worn state- nt accompanying re�ttance_of 
Raney �ating House 0apulpa,I.T.for period co 1n April 
1,1899 si d endi � Jum ::O ,1899 ..,6.00----



39279-K 

DEF AR'Il: � T 7 TH LJTE IO , 
United Sta tcs Indian '""'erVic:e. 

Tulsa,I.T. pril 14th,1899. 

do mreby certify that ,e have rocei ved and o fe od 
-----

or 

sale at _____ regular place af busi ness at Tulsa ation, Indian 

Territory, during tm period canmencing October lst,1898, and end-

ing rch 3lst,1899, goods, res, and rmrchandise, . roe ble to 

original invoices, aunt i in the gregate to the sum o six 

hundred ( ,.i600.00}---dollars and----cents, subject to tax of 

one per cent and ountin to------six dollars. 

V()rn to and subscribed before 

iller Co. 

this 14th d y of pril 1899. 

:m.P .1 oore 

ot ary ·ubli c. 

(Endorsed) Union agency o.76 :orn statement accomp yin$ 
remittance of ,.iller & co.Tulsa,I.T. for month of--to 3/31/99--
emount 6 .oo-----



DEPAR'U.1' T 1 TH Iln'E 
United States Indian 

39279-L 

Tulsa,Ind. Ter. Apr il 14,1899 

e do hereby certify that we have r ecei ed and offe d for s le 

at our regular place o� business at Tulsa.,Ird Ter Creek ation, 

Indian Territory, d ring the pericxl canmencing July 1,1899 and 

ending ch.31,1899, goods, wares, ani merchandise, reeable to 

original invoices, oonting in too aggregate to the sum of 

3514.94--Thirty five hundr d dollars--and--nine ty four (94) 

cents, subject to tax of 1 per cent and ar:iounting to ( · 35.15) 

thirty five--and 15 cents-----dollars. 

illiamson Bro. 

Sworn to am subscribed before me this 14 day of :pr il 1899. 

�.P. oore--Tulsa,I .Ter. 

IJot ary ublic. 

(Erxlarsed) Union ency No.46 Received Apr.18,1899 Office ?f
U.S.Indian .Agent Muscogee Ind.Tar.,.) orn statement accompanying
remittance of 1i1iamson Bros, Tulsa,I.T. from 7/1/98 to 3/31/00

ount 35.15----



39279-11 

D.uP.AR'Il ., .T OF IB I Iln1ERIOR,
United tates Im. ian erVice 

Tul sa, I • 'I • 
April l�,1899. 

I do hereby certify t t I have received and offered for s e 

t my regular place of 1::us.Lness o.t Tulsa Creek Nation, Indian 

Terri tory, du ring t � riod co ncing 12/16 1898, and ending 

3/311899, goods, v:ares, and merch dise, greeable to original 

iIIYoices, emounting in the aggregate to the sum of(""9010.26)-­

N1ne thousand and ten dollars ard twenty six cents subject to 

tax of 1 per cent and ount ing to �90 .10---doll ars. 

Fred • Turner 

S110rn to e.nd aibscri b d before me this 14th d y of pril 189 • 

• Caukin 

otary ublic.--Judicial
Division, I .Terry. 

(Endorsed) Union gency _ o.44 ecei vcd .17, 1899 Office 0� 

u. ·.Indian gent, .uscogee, I .Ter. orn statement cconp Yl
90_10 __ 

r ittance of red J!;. Turner Tulsa,I.T. to 3/31/1899 anount 
---



D]; .:. rn.:E '"T oF T , EIUOR 
,

Unit cd ta tes Indian ervice.

r..:us. og e e , I • T • \;ay 2 9 , 18 9 9 • 

I do �reby certify that I have been engaged in tm occupat ion 

at Restaurant at my re 1 ar place of business, at uskogee, 

Creek Nation, Indian Terri t ary, ring the period c onnenci n 

July lst,1898, and endi pril lst,1899, and that I owe, 

according to t h3 1s of the Creek ation tm sum of ( 18 .oo)

eighteen no/100----dollars, in a ment of the tax for the above 

mentioned period. 

J .H. vans. 

Sworn to and subscribed before rre this 29th day of ay 1899 • 

. • .:, • Harsha 

!Iota u lic­
thern Dist,I • •  

(Endo rsed) Union gency uo.108 Rece ived .. 31, 1899 Office of 
U.S.Indian ant, .:use ee,Ind.Ter.CCC NT ,:;;-!J ·orn st tement
accompanyin rer.ri t tance of H.J • ...::v ns usco ee, I• 1 .for r, criod 

commencing July lst,1898 and erding pr.1,1899-amount ·18.00----



392?9-0 

D.,ti;P Ar TI I IT i1 T 1 1 I Il1 j 
' 

United tates Indiandervice. 

I us kogee ,I. T. ay 31, 1899. 

'81 

I do �reby certify t t we ha e received ani offe d for sale 

at regular place of bu sine ss at 1usk:ogee Creek fation,Indian 

Territory, during the � riod c amoon ci ng July 1st 1898, and 

ending l'arcb 31,1899, goods ,, wares, and merchandise, a eeable 

to original ihvoices, ount ing in t � aggregate to t 1� sum of 

( 1141.14.63) Ore hundred four teen thousand one hundred eighty 

tour dollars an sn:ty three cents, rubject to a tax of 1 per 

cent aid am cunt i 

doll.8.rs. 

to eleven hundred <;.nd fort one 8 4/100-----

The atterson ercantile Co. 

by H.J .iv s } .. ember of Firm. 

worn to and subscribed bef are me this 31st day of Y 1899 ° 

D. • . is dom •

... • I. ent. 

(End orse d) Union ency o .109 e cei vud . ay 31 , 18 Of fie e of 
U.S.Indian ent, .. nIBcogee,Ind.Ter. 0 orn stat ent accompanying

remittance of Patterson ·er.Co ... co ee,I.T. from July l5t, l898

to arch 31,1899 amount 1141.84----



DEP trIMENT OJ! T. I OR, 

United 'tates Indian erVice. 

Jure 8,1899. 

3.9279-P 

2 

I do hereby certify that I have received and offered for sale t 

my regular place of business t rry Creel{ 'la ti on, Indi 

Territory, during the pcricd comrr.encing iarch lst,1899, and 

ending May 31st ,1899, ods, Tr res, nd merch dise, a rceable to 

original invoices, amounting in tbe a gre ate to the sum of t · o 

hundred and eighty ( '�280.00)---dollars and no---cents, subject 

to a tax of ore re r cent arrl amounting to t\,o 

udolph tosberg • 

d no/100---dollars. 

.:>Worn to am subscribed before me this 8th day of une 1899. 

,m • •. oore 

otary Pub 1 i c. 

( niorsed) Union ency -o. 6 ecei ved Jun.10,1899 ffice of 
u • • Ind1an ent, uscogee,Ind.Ter. rnrn statement accompanyin
remittance or udolph Strcsberg iry,I.T. for month to 1.:ay 31,
1899.anount , 2 .so----



• I.Plater & �ons,

apulpa I .T., 

1rs: 

392?9-Q 

Union ency, 

, skogee,Indian Territory

uly 13th,18 
• 

Referring to your recent remi tance of :;,B.oo and tho s orn 

statements acco panying t e same, in hich you state th t you 

have received and offe ed for sale at your re lar place of busi­

ness at Japulpa, from ul 7th to ctober 7th,1899, n rchandise 

amounting to QBOO, I av to s t at it is not clear to this 

office you can anticipate t t you ·11 only introduce bet een 

July 7th and Octa er 7th,18 , "'800 ·wrth of oods. 

If you only began business on July 7th, it rill not be 

necessary for ou to ay t1e tax on mere andise introduced into 

the ation until the close of t e present uarter, hich · 11 

be �epte ber 30th, but you should rcoit for same as early in 

October as possible. 

on .Tuly 7th. 

pproved: 

J .Geo •. right, 

lease a vis e if you be an business 

Very respectfully, 

J. lair dhoenfelt

• • Inditl!l ent

u.�.Indian Inspectoro 

3 

( dorsed) Union 
o llaneous by 

ency, .usl:osee , klahoma. 
ent. 

ress boo 4. Gener 1 
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Union A{;ency, 

, sea e ,I • •  , u ust 5th,l899.

rs.Harsha & d auldin , 

)IUScogee ,I. • 

eentlemen:-

Your letter of the 2nd instant has beon r ceived in hich 

10 state -

irst: -at it .as been Jour nderst ding that t et �

laws of the Cree � ! tion re abolished by hat is co onl kno m 

s the •curtis ill " 
, d ter the bill ent into eff ct that 

DO further taxes rould be re uired of you. 

.:>econd: ht ooth me 1bers of ?our firm are inhabitants 

and citizens f the i _co or ted to m of ·uscogee, ndi an merri-

tory, and ay a tax on all your ropert in said incor orated 

to that it is : o underst nding that the land included 

the incorporated li�its in the to n of �sco ee Tas set art 

an order of the Court as a to nsit nd t.e ·urisdiction of 

ithin 

the Creek ration, or y one o them, to lev nd ollect the 

taxes from the inl bitants of said tom, ceased; tb t 1 00 s

ol by you arc sold t ?o place o business ,itli t1e incor-

hird: I t S i 0 .m » s d 1 i:icor orut d b orde ' o 

the United dtatcs

rri tory, d t

Purpose of electin 

Baid election, 

t 

ou:-t for th 

an electio 

re yor, 

' . ..,. arsho, 

orth rn 

s held 

ld r en ti.

t� sonior 

ted one oft e aldermen of said to,n 

1 ency press book, acent u4.----

istrict o he In i 

in said to .n or t'1e 

0 er o ic rs; th 

"D.e er o our f ir11, · s

� is no- scr ine s such.
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That I.B.u auldi , the ·unior me,bcr of Jour firm,
rmarried reek citizen �nd as such has 1 ay� been

paying tax of an kind for doin usiness in the reek

that both ., . . rsha • •  up ulding h ve families re-

141118 in the to ,n of usco ee and o their homes, u on h·ch

1 have placed valuable im ro e ents. 

1:t'th: That OU p an nnual ta· to the incor orat d to 

ot oogee ot sov r 1 hundred doll r'"' per year, , hich is used b

ai town in the SU ort of ublic schools, at hich SC cols 11 

he children of said to n are b ll'"'\.) ducate r a dlcss of race, 

olor or previous condition of ocrvi tude, d tl at o V to 

a1 an additional t 

formerly· enforced u o 

rovided for by the reek la s, hich ere 

ou, �ould be out of all re son d re t 

1nju tice to you, din sone inst ces ould m � t ct so 

eat that it ould �ce d tho profit de on certain lines o 

merchandise; t t u der said Cre0k la s a ta of 1c on 11 oods 

introduced into t 1e erri tory, , s levied, nd th t tho same oney 

1 used several times b you 0 urchaso coous, nd under this 

la is added on ch pure ase and in the course of a yoar ould

run up in some cases to ten or t lvc per cent on t e ount 

invested, ich �ou cl im 1s unre sonablc m un·ust; nd ·ou 

Ubmit that under t e fore o1Il6 stat 1ent of facts that tho la

under ich this office is roceodi is inapplicable to your

e and that you are not li ble to said tax. 

eply1ng to tbe above contentions s j;)et forth in the fir3t'

ond and t ird p arac;r phs in are l. nfor our 1 tter, you 

questions raised b you as abore indicat d, have be n

d t 

ull 

din circular lett r of t.c 31st ultimo din an o inion 

t 
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onorable John • homas, nited tates Judue for t 1e
rritory, delivered from the benc the 28th ultimo on

lioation of ,.r .Hu chi:ng "' , et. al., vs. J.George right,
tates Indian Inspector for the Indian Territory, et. al.,

to enjoin t united tates I dian Ins ector
United States Indian Agent, et. al., from collecting

;pation tax from th lm ers of the .• uscog e B r. 

eterring to tl at part of your lotter in hich you state 

t H.B.Spaulding, the junior me 1ber of your fill , is an inter­

ad Creek citizen and as such h s al ys been e empt from 

payment of a tax of ny kind in t'1e Creek ation, your atten­

·Uon 1s directed to '"'ection 246 of the compiled la :s of the

Creek ation, pa e 86, hich sys:

ill persons ;ho are not ci tir.:cns by blood of the .. uscogee 

tion or cieminole ation, or have ot been ado tod by the usco­

pe ation and ,hos nar es do not appear upon he authenticated 

1tizenship rolls of the .• �scosee ation, ho shall esire to

eng e in business in the :usco e ation, shall before doin ·

10, obtain from the ni ted ·tatcs Go rnment lice s for t t

Purpose, and all arsons so lie n ed �hall a to t 1e national

IX collector for the us cogee tion, the annual ta .oreafter

fixed the same to be aid uart rly in advance on t fir5t day

ot ch quarter be inning anuary, 

eaoh year. 

ril, Jul and cctober of

It .�pauldi is a citizen by blood and lis n me u pears

Pon the authenticated citizenshi rolls, or has been doted

1 the Creek Tation, he ould not be sub ·cct to t.hc license t x

b .- our cont en ti on, therefore, t .at the junior
re.1.erred to. 

ot your fir is exempt from yin tr dors tax by re son
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7 
t that he is an intermarried citizen, is not ell founded
not in any m nn r effect his liability to _ y a tra der's

the privilege of conducting a b C'.'.'iness 1i thin the Creel�
, unless he is recognized by the Creek ation as a citizen
bJ blood or by adopt ion. t does not ppear that the 

.s aulding, ho he clai 1s is a ci tizcn of the Creek
is in any 1ise connected ith the business of your firm.

In this connection ermi t me t o  call your attention to an

opillion of the As istant ttorney Generrl, d ted June 26th,

9, as fo llot-•s: 

The act of July 31,�882, amending section 2133 of the

vised Statutes, so far as it relates to the ive ivilized

ibes, relieves licensed traders arnon those tribes from being

ubjeot to t e 00 penal t and to confiscation of Goods; but

they are not relieved from the o era ti on of sect ion 2139, ich 

forbids anyone to trade i th Indians in the Indian country i thout 

a license, nor are t ey relieved from the operation of the ct of 

gust 15,1876, hich invests the 0 issioncr of Indian Aff irs

With the "sole o :er and authorit to a point traders to the

Indian tribe "' . '

You ill observ tl t p rsons in the Indian 1erri tor tr d-

ing 1th the J!ive Civilized r.iribc re not rcliev d from oper -

\ion or dection 2139 hie forbids anyone to trade ith Indi ns 

in the Indian countr · thout a licensu, nor are tl e reliev 

frOlll the operati n of the ct of Congr ss of u ·ust 15,18? ' 

in sts the Co issioncr of ndi fair-., it 1 tho sol 0 n 

an authority to oint tr ders to the Indi n tri e::. •

o.nd it doe ... not ollo t atThis is an Indi n co try,

hav r dcr's tax t a u, for th 
not I retofore id a 

on agency r ss boo -,a ent 4 ----
, j/ • 

d

hich 
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; are exem t, nd that you should continue to vadc the
ou ha e een 1eretoioro enn·tt t d1 e o o so •

.. 0rcantile omp ny h e id their traders 
eral O�ths a[.,O d others are doing like ·1" r lizing, 

they 0 e th Cree le tion the traders tax required under
la s or the re tion from all o -citizens ho de ire to

business · thin the nation, and ar a are t 1 t the Cre � In-

ians by treati s ,i th the Unit d Jtates Government, c .uir d 

o session f t e 1 . ds i thin the bounderi s of thei n tion and

� the Govern ent L aranteed th m prot ction gai st the un-

la ul intru ion of the ·hi te man, 

the entorc ent of their la rn. 

d reed to ssist them in 

You ar rth r advised t at the i corporation of to ms in 

he reek .1. at ion has not in an nanner c an6ed t 1e st tus of

eland nor h s "UC inco oration of the to r 11 od ersons 

tr thin such inco or t d li its, of t�e liability to a 

traders tax s ass ssed b c id nation a ainst non-citizens or 

oing business .ithin t ir domain. 

tat the .o.orable �ecret ry of You re there�ore noti�ie 

the Interior by a recent ruli as decl rd the lice set x 

la s or the reek ation, valid, and that he s 16 not 

be f Ou to do business in the reoen repeal d; and in order or 

at1on, you rill b req ·rd to pay a license t x s er circular

h retofore served u n ou by e 

r 

rov d; 
.Geo. right, 
u • •  Indi ,;;, ector. 

ev nu I s ector for t iS 

res ectfully, 

• ..:,lair 

...... 

ho 

ndian 

flt 

ent. 

ation. 

ed) Union enc·, us�o e ' kl 0 

...... ,iianeous letters. 

• r s book, en t /.4., 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE I 

Washington. 

TERI OR, 

1Jn1te4 States Indian Inspector 

tar the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, lndi an Terri tar y. 

Sir: 

August 15, 1899. 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of 

the &3th ultimo, reporting that the National Banks doing 

b 1DI ss in t ll3 Creek Nation claim th at tile ya exempt 

troa payi� the tax recp ired by the law of the Creek 

latl.on as :t'ouIXl on page 87 of too la: s of said nation 

(edition 1893), for the reaoon that they are "Nati oml 

Bena•" You a.ls o say that they "state that there has 

been a decision of too Comptroller ar the Treasury 

(Currency) to this effect." 

The Commissiomr ar Indian Affairs, in forwarding your 

laid communicat1on, quotes from a letter ct the Comptroller of the

Currmey relative to too liability af a National Bank in the

Chickasaw Nation to pay a tax imposed by tribal la , wherein

he stated tti at 

•While, therefore, it would seem that the Chickasa

tion would be precluled um.er the statutes of the United

State, from impos 1ng a penn it tax on National Banks within

'that ation, t,be said Nation llflY impose a tax upon th3 5tock

t th e bank mld by individuals and require the bank to pay

• •, \Dlle ss t re be banks e stablis d under t au thori­

the laws at the Nation vbich are taxed upon their
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he Commissioner concludes his report as follows:
•The peculiar language of the Creek la ould in the 

pinion ot this office, exempt the national banks there from 
axat1on inasmuch as it appears that the rule is a tax on the apital stock of a bank in so lido is void, and sJch is apparent-11 tbe tax au thort zed to be assessed by the Creek laws. n

Section 246 of the laws of the Creek Nation provides: 

"ill persom who are not citizens by blood of the uskogee
tion ar SE111inole Nation, or ho have not been adopted by the lkcgee Nation, and whose names do not appear upon tm· authenti­

ated citiz.enship rolls of the Muskogee Nation, who sh.i:lll desire 
to engage in business in the uskcgee Nation, shall, before doing 
ao, obtain from too United States Govemnent license for that 
purpose; and all persons so licensed shall pay to t ational 
Tu Collactor, for the benefit of the uskogee Nation, the annual 
tu hereinafter fixed, too san to be paid quarterly, in advance, 
on t.be first day of each cparter, beginning January, April, 
lul7 and Ootob er of each year o" 

Arter proViding for annual tax of one-half of one per 
cent ot the first cost of all gJods or merchandise introduced 
into tbt nation for trade, it is stated: 

"The rate of taxation on all other al asses of business 

•hall be as fo 11 s: * * * 

On each banking establis.hmen t om-half of 1 per cent. of capital

s'tock invested - assessn:arrt to be imde on th3 bank on account

of the shares thereof." 

Tat law in reference to tm taxation ofNational Banks by

the state is four.d in Section 5219 of the Revised tatutes, as

follows: 

"Nothi� herein shall prevent all the shares in any asso-

l·n the valuation of the personal
Oiation from being included 

f Su ch shares, in assessing
Pl'operty o:r tte owner or holder o 

St t 1thin which the
taxea imposed by authority of the a e 

aa oe1 at1 on 1.s loo a ted; but the legislature of each State may

.. m.,...,ner and place of ta:xi
�••nu.ne and direct the � 

ot national banki a sso cia ti ons located 1thin the

all the shares 

tate, 
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j ot only to t� tWJ restri ct1· ons th -1-L-, , at �ie taxation shall
be at a greater rate th an is as d sesse upon other moneyed

pital in the hands of individual ci tiz· ens 4" h s OJ. sue ta te, 
4 that t� shares of any na ti anal banking · t associa ion owned 

)J non-residents of any State shall be taxed in the c ity or town
where the bank 1s located, am not elsewhere. Nothing herein
a.hall be construed to exempt the real property of associat i ons
troa either State, county, or municipal taxes, to the sa
extent, accardi� to its value, as other re proper ty is taxed. n

The case referred to, of the Natio l Bank v.Common ealth,
(9 Wallace, 353-360) , in said letter of tho Comp-
trolle r or the Currency, aro se upon t right of the tate of 
11n tucky to impose a tax un er the proVi Si on of its revenue 
law lhich reads: 

"On bank stock, or stock in any moneyed corp oration of 
loan or discount, :ri fty cents on each s hare 1n ere of equal to one 
hundred dollars, or on each o hunared dol l.a.rs of stock therein
01111ed by individuals, corporations, or societies," 

and Ule court said: 

•we entertain no doubt that this provision as intended to 
tax the shares of fue stockho lders, and t at if no ot er prov1-
11on had been rmde the amount of the tax uld have been primari-
11 Q:>lleotible of the individual or corporation o ning such 
lharea in the sane manner as other taxes are collected from
1D41Ti!ua 1s. It is clear that it is the shares o ned or held by 
ind1Tiduals in the banking c arporati on hich are to be taxed, 
and t1- measure of the tax 1s fifty cent s per share of one 
hun ed dollars T se shares nay, in the mar1';Bt, be orth a
sreatdeal more.or a great deal Jess th their par or nominal
Tll.ue as its capital nay have been increased or diminished by
llina 'or losses but the tax is the same in each case. This 
•howa that it iJ the share which is interned to b: taxed, and
not the cash or other actual capital of tm bank, 

the ex>urt further said: 

"But it is strongly urged that it
he capital or the bank, because the

is to be deemed a tax 
la required the 
t s ares of its 

t r of the bank to pey this tax on
tookbolclers • f the ta tes for a

• • It has been the practice of 100.ny O 

to pay the tax 
ti• to require of 1ts corporations, thus 
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their shareholders . It is the common if t th , aode ot doing t h:i.s in all t re New England Sta te�
o 

a d
e 

1 --··---al ot them the portion of this tax which should p;op�rl 
n

the s bareholder' s contribution to local or municipal Y 
tazation 1s thus col�c�ed by tm tate of the bank and paid owr to the local mU7:11.C1p� au thorities. Int� case of hare.b.olders not res1 ding 1n t m State, i t  is tm only mode in*io.b. ,he State can reach their shares for taxati o n. te are,

ntor•, ot opinion t.bat the law of Kentucky is a tax up o n 
aha.res of the stockholder. If tm State cannot require of
bmk to pe.y .the tax on tm shares of its stock it must be 

bl ase the Constitution of t.be United Sta tes, or some act of 
Co111reas, forbids it. There is certainly no express provisi on 
ot the Cons ti tut ion on the subject." 

It must be held., upon a fair construction of said pr ovi-

1ion of the Creek law, that the tax required to be paid t o said 

nation is intended to be a tax on too shares of said bank and 

not on its cap ital. The e:xpression: "On e ach banking est ab-

lia.baent one-half ot l per cent. of capital stock invested," is 

tTiclently tie measure of tm tax to be collected, and the 

uooeeding expression: 

•aaaessment to be made on the bank on account of tm shares

thereot 1 " shows that tile intention iS to tax the shares and

not Ule capital. ar the bank. It is not suggested that there

are an1 banks authorized by tm laws of the Creek Nation which

are taxed upon their capital stock, nor does it appear that the

taxation discriminates in any way against the ational Banks

o,er banking institutions which my be operated under otber

authon.t1• 

T.be pr oVi sion of the law of the Chickasa Nation upon

llh1oh said letter of tm Comptroller of the Currency is based,

.. ... 2 of tm act of said 
..,. not set out, but a referen ca to section 

11 ·"'1 edition 1890), sho 5 that
-· on ot October 7, 1876, (page 92, 

,ax •aa required or ore per cent. "of t a.mount of capital

'•4 annual.ly." If this be the provision under which the
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a levied for too Chickasaw Nation, it is quite manifest

it was a tax on the capital and not on the shares of the

tock as in t,he Creek Nation. 

3 

You are advised therefore, that the National Banks doing

'b 1ne1s in the Creek Nation "are liable to the tax as pre-

• ribed by t� Creek laws."

A copy at the report of the Commissioner is enclosed here-

Ii h 

IDl,Ter.Div. 
1180-1899. 

1 enclosure. 

Respectfully, 

Tho.R.Ryan 

Acting ecretary. 

(lndorsed) Union Agency no. 310 Received Aug.21 , 1899 Office
ot u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashing ton,
August 15, 1899. Secretary.----Holds that atioml Banks must
par tax in Creek Nation.----
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11,124-1899 

The Honorable 

Depar1men t of the Intert or,

OFFIDE OF INDIAN .AFFAIRS 
,

lashing ton, August 9, 1899. 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

Enclosed, hereWith, is a report of July ffi, 1899, from 

Inspector Wright, in which he states that under various instruct­

ions from the Department different taxes prescribed by the laws 

of the Creek Na�ion on non-citizens residil'.\S and doi� business 

wi,hin the limits of said nation are bei� collected, and that 

demsid has been made by revenue collectors upon all banks in 

ae.1.d nation for t.be tax as set forth on page 87 of the laws of 

said n ation providing that tax shall be levied "on each banking 

establishment ore-half of one per cont of the capital stock 

invested, assessment to be made on the bank on account of the 

shares thereof", and that national banks doing business in the 

Creek Nation claim trey are exempt from paying said tax by rea­

son of the fact that they are national banks, and state that 

there has been a decision of t1l3 Comptroller of the Treasury

to this effect. In view of this Inspector right asks to be

advised concerning the matter as to whether or not there has

been such a decision, and whether such banks are liable to

the tax as prescribed by the Creek Laws. 

In conmction with this letter of Inspector Wright, I have 

the honor to state that under date ar November 25, 1893, the 
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otfice, replying t o  a let ter from Agen t Wisd om, of the Union
J.gency, transmitting a le t ter to him from F • •  Fox, National

License Collector of the Chi ckasaw N tion, requesting informa­
tion as to the liabilit y of the nation al banks in the Chickasaw

Nation -

io taxation by said nati on, adVised h im that ''the Comptroller
of the currency o f  the Un ited States, in a let ter or Januar y
21, 1893, advise d this office through t he Depar t!IJ3n t of the
Interior, that i t  has been held by the court s, that un d er the
United tates Statutes a tax upon the capital stock of a ( at­
ional) bank "in solido' is void and that the only tax permitted 
by the United States tatutes is upon the s ares of stock of 
a National Bank in t hands of and o ned by indi viduals; al s o  
that the statutes of some states provide fort payment of a 
tax upon s ares of stock by the bank so as t o  av oid t h e del ay 
and embarras sment connecte d ,i t h  the co lle ctio n of asse s-
sment from no n-resident shareh older s, and this mode of collection 
by state authorities has been held valid; t hat it was held in 
the 'National Bank vs. Commonwealth' (9 all ace :353) that 
a state tax upon shar es is valid though the tax is collected 
from the bank, and the s tate may require the bank t o  pay a 
tax righ tfully laid up on the shares; that National Banking 
Associations can not be subject to a l icense or a privilege 
tax (Mayor vs. First National Bank of Macon, 59 Ga.,648; City 
of Carthage, ?l o. 508; National Bank of Chattanooga vs. 
Mayor, 8 Heiskell , 814}; but it has b een held that 'where the 
state banks are taxed upon t.be capital, no tax can be imposed 
upon the shares of Nati onal Banking Associations', (3 allace, 
573 and 4 allace, 459).

While, therefore, it uld see m that the Chickasa Nation 
would be p re c luded under the statutes of th e United St ates 
from imposing a pe it tax on ationa.l Banks within that Nation, 
the said Nation may impose a tax upon the stock of the bank 
held by ind ividuals and require the bank t o pay tm saioo,
unless t here be banks e stablished under the authority of the
laws of the Nati on wh ich are taxed upon their capital stock".

T� peculiar language of the Creek law rould , in t

opinion of thi s office, exempt too national banks there from

taxation inasm uch as it appears that the rule is, a tax on the

Vo id, and such is cap 1 tal stock of a bank in solido is

authorl·zed to be assessed by the Creek laws.
apparently the tax 

The matte r , however, is submitted for the Department's

conaidera ti on. 

Ver y respectfUlly, 
Your obedient servant,

• A Jone s, Commissioner • 
P.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
'

�ashingt on. 
November 16, 1899. 

United States Indian Inspector 

tor the Indian Territory, 
Muscoge e, Indian Tern tory. 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of your :communication of the 

3rd instant, referri to deparunen tal letter of August 

15th last, wherein you state "the Department held that 

National Banks do ing business in the Creek Nation are 

liable to a tax as prescribed by the Creek laws"; that 

you not if ie d all of the banks of said nation to pay said 

tax and on October 23, 1899, the First National Bank of 

Muscogee, Indian Terri t.ory, addressed a communication to 

1ou, declining to pay said tax for their bank. You 

further state t at yu� "referred tn1 communication to 

Mr.P.L.Soper, United States District ittorr:ey for the

Northern District of the Indian Territory, i th th:3

request that he advise zoo if, in his opinion, thiS tax

could be legally enforced," and you are no in receipt of

said opinion "in which he expresses the view that the tax

is void and cannot be collected."

You accordingly transmit said letter of the bank and the

opinion of District Attormy oper for the information of the

Department, w1 th request that you be :rurther instructed as to

il9 

• . G
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what course to pursue in this matter. 

In reply, tn9 Department dre s not understand that 1 t is 

any part of the duty o-r the United States District Attorney

tor said District to �ass upon the correctness of a decision of

the head ot this Department. In tbe case referred to, the 

regular ooutse ·tor· you to pursue would have been to refer the

letter from the bank t o  too Department for fur ther instructions,

and if the Department desires the opinion of the As sist ant 

Attorney General for this Department, or the o pinion of  the 

Attorney General of the United States, an ap propria te request 

will be made tileref'ore. See sections 355, 35? and 358 of the 

Revised Statu tes of tbe United States. 

In view, however, of the refusal of said bank to pay the 

tax as request, the matter Will be further considered by the 

Department, and in the n:e ant irre you wi 11 t a.ke no fur th er 

action in the premises until dire cted by the Department. 

IDd.Ter.Di'Y • 
328'1-1899 • 

Hespe ctfully, 

E .A.Hitchcock. 

ecretary. 

(Endorsed) Un ion Agan cy No.419 Received ov.�3, 1899
orr1ee or u.s.Indian Ins:i;:ector for Indian Territor y._ 
Washington, Nov.16, 1899. Secretary.----Department 11
further consider matter of refusal of First Natl.Bank 
to pay Creek tax.----

7 
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United 'tates Indian 'ervice. 

39282-B 

Inola, I. T. Dece 1 ber ? ,1899. 

I hereby certify t t I have received and offered f.or sale at----

gular pl ace of b usi ne ss at Inola Creek Nation, Indian Territory, 

during t� period connnencing. ________ 189-, and ending __ _ 

_____ 189-, goods, , ares, and merchandise, agreeable to ori inal 

111Yo1ces, emounti� in the aggregate to the sum of vll5.90-----

dollars and----cents, subject to 

to one am 16/100----dollars • 

tax of 1 per cent and amounting 

• B.Collins.

( ndorsed) Union ency ro. 58 ,orn taternent accompanying remit-

tance of A.B.COllins, Inola--anount 1.16----
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� T O � H i I 

.ashing ton. 

United States Indian r_spiector 

:for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

39a35-A 

..:., R I 0 
' 

.Tune 17, l 01. 

It having been determined .,. the epartment th_ t 153.12 

had been improperly collected as tribal taxes from the �ir t 

ational Bank of Checotah, Indian Territory, u on the request 

ot the cashier of said b k for repayment o said sum, ou re­

ommended, on .Tune 1, 1901, that, if it is held hat said money 

annot be refunded, ou e authorized to present the f cts of 

the case to the rincipal Chief of the Creek �ation, and to 

reqU3st him to ask the ational Council to make an appropriation 

authorizing the repayment of this amount to the bank. 

The Commissioner of ndian .. ffa irs, reporting in the

matter June 10, 1901, recommends that, a on February 15, 1°00,

'lhe Department held that this money could not be returned,

under the conditions then existing, by the United tates Indian

agent, and as the Creek agreement recentl ratified rovides t t

none of the funds of said tribe can be paid out '!without con-

nt of the tribe, expressly given through its national

uncil, except as herein provided , you be authorized to

II f 
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1Dg the tacts in the premises to the attention of the 

incipal Chief, as suggested by ou •. 

You are advised that the Department concurs in the Com­

ioner's recommendation, and you Will proceed according y. 

A copy of the Commissioner's letter is inclosed. 

Respectfully, 

• A. Hitchcock.

Secretary.

1 nclosure. 

( dorsed) Union gency 0.2327.Received June 24,1901.0ffice of u.s.

Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington,June 17,1901. 
retary---- el. to refunding tribal taxes collected from First 

at'l Bank of Checotah, I. T. 



RE'fflOLDS, DAVIS ND C .IP. NY 
ffiOLES E G OCERS 

FORT SI.!ITH, NS.rtS 

• Cobb, Revenue Inspector, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

1/25/1902 

39285-B 

( 

·1e have the honor to reply to your favor of the 23rd, m ich is 

h to attached, r equesting payment of Taxes due on goods distributed 

from agoner, I. T. 

ish to say that 1e enclose an affidavit, which e trust will 

b satisfactory. In addition to that, ill say that ve have not at 

any ime, so far as v;e are advised, done anything whatever that ould 

ake us liable for taxes for goods sold in the I dian Country. 

e have not at this ti e, nor did we have at an� time in the 

past, any store building or ware house in the town of /agoner. All the

goods we sold in that vicinity have been shipped direct from the man­

utacturers to our customers or delivered to them from our store house

in Ft. Sm.1th. 

Two or three blanks and statemants have been mailed us in the

pat with the reques t to remit for taxes on goods distributed from

agoner, and in each case we have immediately replied in substance

aa above. 

,e ould e glad if you will advise us hether or not the

above explanation is satisfactory as it ·s our desire and ish not

to avoid payment of anything which we justly o Ne.
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2 

Thanking you for your early attention, we beg to remain, 

Yours truly, 

Reynolds, Davis & Co. 

T. C. Davis.

( doraed) Union 1gency # 519 Revenue Inspector. 
ort Smith, Ark., January 25, 19 2. eynolds Davis Company • 
. c. Davis.

B turn notice sent to them rel. to Creek taxes, and submit an affi-

4a i't to the effect that tbey have no store house at '/agoner, I.T. 

and bJll all goods shipped from Fort Smith direct, and thus claim 

exemption from taxation. 



DE RT. I T !F THE INTERIOR 
United States Indian service 
Office of evenue nspector. • 

1·.uskogee, Ind.Tar., .Jan. 23, 19 2

I ynolds Davis & Co, 

asoner, I. T. 

1r: 

()3 

The records of the United States Indian igent's o ffice sho 

no rE1111ttance covering taxes due from you under the provisions of 

the Creek Permit law for the period beginning July 1, 1901, and end­

ing December 31, 1901. 

Repeated demand having been made on you for the taxes so due, 

you are respectfully advised toot unless payment is received by the 

United States Indian .n.gent, at ·u skogee, Indian Terr itory, vithin 10 

days from date of this communication, covering taxes nm·� due from you, 

1 t Will become necessary for this of fie e to reco nend your removal 

trom the limits of the Creek ... ·ation an d the Indian Territory without 

tur ther not 1 ce • 
---·----

I should regret exceedingly being co palled to make such re­

oommenda tion, but it is of the utmost imp or tan ce to you that this 

notice be strictly complied with . 

You are doubtles a are, and if not, you are hereby respect-

ly advised that the courts have repeatedly held that this tax is

entorceable, and that parties refusing t o  pay are subject to removal.

Very respectfully, 

Guy P. Cobb 

Revenue Inspector. 



George s. Clark, 

Ardmore,r.m. 

ar Sir: 

39285-B-l 'I'-

1.:u k og e e , • T • 0ep t • 2 , 1 O 2 • 

In reply to your letter of ugust i.,Oth as kine so ,1e questions 

ati e to your re asing land and establishing a nursery in 

country. I ;o ulcl Qy t11a. t so far as purcha i a pie c.e of 

land is co r cern d, at pre ' .... t no land can be sold for n' purpose 

hatever xce t upon an rov 1 of tm uecr'-' tar, of tl e Inte ior 

nd it i not at all ,robbblo t: cuc 1 approv 1 ,ould be ob-

t ined, es e c ia lly for so 11 a yiecc of grow1d. 

i'he only .. n a nurs r, cculd be eut blis..:led ,.ould be by 

leasi a pieco of round for fi 1 e years, and t en at 
..:., I 

v • 
- end of 

the tine ... ake u · t bl arr ·e "'e . .i.t ei t ·r to further lease or 

purol.Lase :i h c o ntJr of t.ic 1 ncl or a co ... 1tin ance of · ou 

ind us tr • I bel io e t: ut �u c'1 a ' uci ess .o uld be a proJ. it ble

one a d ill e uch n eded · s in the develo e 1t of t 10 c01 ntry

all kinds of fruit 

be desired. 

ee , s rub be -y, f lo .. ers and sL' de tre

3espoctfully yo rs, 

1. ortcr.

ill 

ed) Union ·ency ress Boo , Ge .. icr 1 lctt rs by • er te •
2G5 • • uskogee,Uklaho • 



DEPARTl J;NT O TH ' I :rTiRI 

6642-1903. 

. . 

39285-C 

veptember 9, 1903. 

ited States Indian Inspector 

1r: 

tor the Indian r:ie_"ri tory, 

Muskogee, Indinn �erritor • 

T.be Department is in receipt of your report dated Au ust ?J. 

1903, transmitting a co y of the decision of the United .3tates 

court for the ,estern Distri ct, Ind.inn Territory, in the ca se of 

Buster and Jones, et al., vs. J.George .right, et al., involving 

the right of the Interior Depart nt to close the stores and 

laces of business of µ3rsons refusing to pay the trib tax in 

the Cre ek Fation, in hich the temporary injunction previously 

granted is dissolved, t.be court holding that the Department has 

the right to close such places of business. 

, 

You request to be advised by the Department as to the proced-

ure desired to be taken rela -u ve thereto. 

Yom- re:port ras for,1arded by the Commissioner of Indian Af­

fairs on 0ep te:cJ.ber 2, 1903, who re commends that the officers in

the Indian Territory should oceed to collect the rmit tax in

the Creek Nation in cco rdance ith evious instructions.

The Department has not been advised mther an up peal has

been or ill be taken from tl� decision of Judge aymond, or the

ettect thereof. 
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ou are requested to confer with tm United 'tates attorney 

d obtain his Views in t be premises as to the ction that · 11 

'taken in said case, and its effect upon tm collecti on of 

d tax, and report tb e same to t .he Depart:nen t as early as 

acticable, hen ou ill be further instructed in the premises. 

A copy of the Comnissioner of Indian Affairs' report is 

inclosed. 

1 espe ct lly, 

E. .Hitchcock.

uecretary.

1 inclosure. 

( dorsed} Union gene� o .?316 ecei ved :::;ep.17, 1�03 ffice
of u.s.Indian Inspector fb. Indian Territory. 1ash1ncton,

ept.9,1903.0ecretary.----Should consult U.0.Atty r�l.to

collectins pe it tax in Creek ration nd alre furtner re:port

to Dept.----



·uskogee, I.T. Nov. 9,1903

on. J.Geo.,right, 

Sir: 

u.s.Indian Inspector for ndian Territory,

Ji. uskogee
,, 
I .T. 

39285-D 

At the request of the merchants of the Creek Nation t t the 

Dforcement and collection of the taxes under the Creek Tax La 

suspended in its operation until the ppellate Court shall 

Ye passed upon the question as to its legality; 1 beg to sub­

t what in my judgment this is a reasonable request and should 

granted, as no material loss can be up to the �reek ·ation 

ould the decision of the Lo er Court in the Bus ter-J"ones case 

be at:tirmed. 

espectf'ully, 

P.Porter,

Prin.Chief.

oraed) Union Agency pren book, general letters by Principal 
a-.;i1.af. Letter 441. Muskogee, Oklaboma.. 



DE P R T NT OF THE INTER Io R. 

lashington. 

39286-

() 

I.T.D. 3932-19 5. pril 18, m905. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory, uskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of your letter dated pril 

12, 1905, referring to departmental letter of March 31, 1905, 

I.T.D. 3222, 3184-1 05, concerning the collectio n of t he Creek

tribal tax. You transmitted a resolutio n of the Commercial Club 

of the City o •uskogee, concerni the tribal tax, in whiph 

it is requested, for reasons therein st ated, that the collection 

be made from the first day of July, 1 04, instead of July 1, 1903, 

when the tax as suspended. 

Inasmuch as the courts have decided that said tax was

rightfully impos ed, the Department has ruled, in accordance vi th

the opinion of the ssistant ttorney General, that it ought to

be paid by those o�ing the same fro the date of its l ast co l­

lection or when it became due, and is of the opinion that it is

not warranted in dispensing 1th the collection of any portion

or said tax. It is no t perceived that it ought to be very ex­

pensive to collect the tax, and it is certainly to be presumed

that parties owing the tax will not longer delay paying the same

upon being requested so to do. You will proceed to collect the

tu as soon as practicable. 
Respectfully, 

t • • itchcock. 
114 
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lndorsed: Union Agency# 11454: Received pril 25, 1905. 

Ottioe of Indian Inspector for Indian Territory, ashington 

April 18, 1905. Secretary. Relative to petition of Mus ogee 

Commercial Club in matter of collection of Creek merchandise 

tax; should proceed to oollect same from the date of last 

collection. 

40 



Hon. J. George right, 

U.S.Indian Inspector, 

Muskogee,I.T. 

Sir:-

pril 12,105. 4 0 

I am in receipt of yours of even date in hich you enclose the
Resolutions of the Commer cial Club respecting the collection of
w.ha t is termed the " erchants Tax" 

' and ask that I make any sugges-

tions the. t I care to. 

Upon the suspension of the payment of the tax until the courts 

decided whether the t could be legally collected. I raised 

no �bjection to such suspension, but greed to i . 

No that the Courts have decid ed that the tax is a legal tax 

and should be collected, I do not care to make any suggestions in 

regard to tbe matter atever. 

No doubt it  ill prove quite a hardship upon some of the mer­

chants and persons engaged in trade, and it may be attended ·th a 

great deal of expense to collect, and it might be ell to gi e due 

cons idera.tion to their petition. 

The Creeks have no officer and no po er to coll ect the tax, 

and the United tates s appointed evenue Collectors, and pay such

collectors out of the amounts realized t ough such collections,

and t.be uestion as to ether it ould be of any profit to the

Cr ek at ion is one that should be considered. 

Very respectfully, 

.Porter, 

rin.Chief. 

( 4orsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal

v-..i.w'f • Letter 542. uskogee, Oklahoma. 
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DEPARTMENT OF JUS TICE, 4 

57994. Washington. July 24,1905. 

Mr.William M.Melle tte, 

United States Attorney, 

Musk ogee , Indi an Territor y. 

Sir: 

I an in receipt of a letter of the tvmnty-first instant, 

from the Secretary of th:3 Int erior, referring to the matter of 

the collection of permit taxes due the Creek Nation under the 

law of that Nation approved November 22, 1900, and requesting 

t.ba. t you be instructed to confer with t.he Indian Inspector 

,, 1th too View of carrying the matter into the oourts and asking 

the t om in default in payren t of the tax or fee prescr ibed 

and whose place of business has been closed may be restrained 

from reopening the same and attempting to carry on his busi­

ness." 

From an examination or tre recent decisions which may be 

of use in this connection, am especially t� opinion of the 

Circuit Court of Appeals for t � ighth Circuit in the case of

Buster v right (135 Fed.947}, it seems reasonably clear that

persist ing in a refusal to pay these taxes or fees is not only

a viola ti on of the Creek tribal 1 aw, but is also an interference

with the statutory authority of the Secre tary of the Interior

d his subordinates who attempt to carry out his will in the

iaes. 

Obviously en enfarcemen t of these laws under executive

thar 1 ty alone in every case to which tbey apply w:>uld neces-

a large force, if, indeed, it would not
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practically impossible of accomplishment. 

irreparable. 
The injury seems 

Furthermore, an application of this kind to the court need 
not in any way interfere with a continuance of the existing me­

thods of requiring a compliance i th the law. 

Accordingly, as suggested by the Secretary, you are 

directed to confer ith the Indian Inspector, and unless you 

know of so� good reason to the contrary, make application for 

an injunction as requested. 

Advise me promptly of any action you may talce. 

Respectfully, 

Acting Attorney General. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o.12113 Received Aug.?, 1905 .0ffic� �f
u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ash1ngton! Augus , 
1905.Secretary.----Enclosing copy of letter from A?ting Attorney
General stating u.s.Attorney at Muskogee has b�en 1nstruct� d 

to confer with u.s.rnspector relative_to securing res;�!!�!ng
ord r to prevent persons from re-op�n1ng places of bu 1 
after being closed under Creek permit law.----
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