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CHICKASAW - AGRICULTURAL LEASES 



Office of 
J. F. SHARP, 

Attorney at Law; 

Hen. G. George right 

Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir :-

451 -.l. 

/ 

Purcell , Ind . Ter . 

January 30th , 1899 

I write to ask you a number of quest ions on behalf of 

several citizen clients of mine concerning renting lamds for the 

present year . In t.be first place , will citizens be permitted 

to lease to non-citizens more than 240 acres for each allottee 

in cases where tbe mads of fa.milie s are holding tracts of land 

largely in excess of that amount for e c member of the fan ily . 

For instance, take a case here there are five in a fan.ily and 

heretofore they have been holding , e will say--3000 acres of 

cultivating land ; now in the event that they will be allowed 

to ·allot but 240 acres per head , y, hich is the supposed case would 

be 1200 acres , hat will be done with th3 other land--will 

it .have t o be let go without being p 1 aced in cul ti va tJL on , or 

what course would you advise citizens to adop t. Bear in mi nd 

that the parti es that I have in min are desirous of complying 

with tbe law but at the sa.ma time want what others ill get and 

what is their just ri gh · ~ . Again, how a bout the sale of lots 

inside of an incorpo rated town or city in the Chickasa Nation; 

will the citizen \-ilo held the land before the act of incorpora­

tion be allowed to sell off lots inside of the corporate limits 
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of the city or town and if not, what is tl~re to prevent 

citizens or nan-citizens from taking up vacant lmd inside of 

too incorporation and building upon them prior to the time, of 

course, tbat the to"WD.-site commissioners get to work appraising 

and setting off the lots . Again , suppose there are 1 ar@e 

tracts of cultivat ing lmd inside of the corporate limits of 

a city or town, c an the original lease holder occupying such 

land not laid out and occupied by lots arxl improvem3rrts, put 

a crop in said lands. 

I am asked daily concerning the l.e.asing of lands on wbat 

Will be in excess of t he holdings of the p re sent Indian occu­

pants and the fact :that there seems to be no settled vie on 

the subject, at least in this par t of the territory , is 

going to, I f ear, cause much vaillable lmd to remain unculti-

vated this year . Most of the best fanners have already broken 

out a good part of their land and it will be but two or three 

weeks until oat so ing col1l1Jl3nces according to the practice 

of ordinary seasons. Many good men are unable to get land to 

cultivate and are moving away owing to the very uncertain condi­

tion that is now prevailing and I would than k you very much for 

as full and complete an answer along the lines indicated as your 

valuable tim will pennit of. 

Thanking you for past favors, I am, 

Very respectfully, yours, 

J. F . Sharp. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.2373 Commission to Five Tribes , reed. 
Feb. 14,1899 J. F. Sharp , Purcell,I.T.----Asks questions rela­
tive to renting of lands for this year.----
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(Copy) 

r dmo r e , I • T • De c ember 15 , 1 8 9 • 

To the lion . Dawes Com:nission , 

1uscogee , I . T . 

Gentlemen : · 

e herewith submit the proceedings of a mee ting he ld in 

the c i ty of rdmore , I . J.' . part'ici pa ted in by s ome seventy- five 

farmers, and some seven or eight Lawyers . 

nd since there is another side to this question and very l arge 

inter es t involved , and the present · e l fare of some thirty t housand 

people i s a t s take ; we wish to brief l y submit the f ollowi ng , f or 

the co ns ider ation of yo ur Hon . body , and for your actions in the 

premises as you may see proper • 

.t! irst-- It will be observed that the stroke in the right diredtion 

to i f possible defe a t , and evade the law under wh ich we now live , 

and which directs the act ion of your Hon . body in t he premises , 

and i f succe s s in an y degree is met wi th by there act ion the un-
( Si c) 

settled oon&ition will yet r emain , f or a n indef ini te time . 

'ec nd--The r elief sought re tluires money to pay lawyers f ee , who 

are back of and behi nd this who le matter , and there is nothing 

a sked f or in t his memorial t ha t is not f ully pro vided f or i n the 

act of Congress, June 28 , 1898 , a nd l ast of all we are f ully as -

sured tha t such meet i ngs resolutions , and public de nst artions 

is co nducive of only one thing , and that is the r e&Il t s as e 

now see it in the Chickasaw Nation , and i f some pe dimer t is not 

placed in the way of such inf luence, anarchy will reign supreme 

in t his Nation, f or in the shor t space of time that ha s elapsed 

s ince t h is move was set on f oot the peaceful condi t i on of Lj172) 
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of hundreds have been destr oyed , and pea ceab le con tra c t (Si c) 

between citi zens and Non- ci t i zens , hitherto enter ed i nt o , for 

the coming year have been d i s avowed , u pon t he par t of t he renter 

and joined t he rebelious el emen t , a d wher e pea ce , and harmony 

existed onl y a few days ago , now ohl y di s cord , di sent i on and 

strife r emai n . , e c an t r uthfu lly sa y tha t ten days ago 90% of 

the le ase fa r mers , were pre paring , f or a compl i ance wi th , a ll lal s 

and ri ght fu l con di t ions , but t he hope of de l ay i ng t he correction 

of present ev i l s , a r e vaul t and compl et e d i struc tion of what godd 
( i c ) 

had been acconp l i shed , i s t he re sult . 

The r e is not more than one ease holder in a hundr ed that 

cou ld hope to re cove r under , ect i on 3 , of that J une t he 28th 18 8 . 

on t he con t rar y a judgment 'V ould i s s ue , agains t all mos t all o f 

th em, and t he very worst of conse quences , can and i s the only out -

come of all such con vent i ons . 

ow as to those ohly where ar e noti fying t he Le sse to quit , being 

newly admitted c i t i zens , will s ay t hat among t ho s e in our knowl ­

ege ( ic ) tho ar e doing s o ar e su ch a s Scot t , Ha k i ns , coun ty 

Judge of Tishami ngo 'oun ty , d 1ut ner, county Cl e rk , Thomas , 

Under ood , Sher i f f , Dr . _u l s on , B. Burns , H. Colber t , G . ~ · 

Truay , 'x . Gov . J ir d , • F . Bir d , f . • Rubot t om , R. ,:cClise , and 

not less tha n f i ve hundre d names can be 0 i ve n y us , a l l of wh i ch 

are among the olde s t f ull b lood s , and ci t i zens , whose cit i zensh i p 

never was questioned , ho are not i fy i ng persons that t hey want nos -

session of the lands on t he l st day of J a nu ar y 19 that they ha ve 

72 
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selected , f or t heir f u t ur e homes , a nd t he r ea l fa cts are t hese 

that a f e\J men who have lived he re , for from f i f te en t o t wenty-

five years , and have injo yed the ull es t f re e dom , and resources 

o f this count r y , ba ck ed up by a f e · .. lawyer s , who hope t hereby 

to get a f ee , are a t t he a ck o f t h i.._ whole mat ter , and your Eon . 

body is l er eb y entr eat ed t o use every me ans in your depar t ment to 

i edi a te l y stop such t h ings , rea lizi ng as we do , that the turn i ng 

point r ema i ns b u t a f ew days . 

Yours s t obed i ent ly . 

U. S . Cit i zens . 

Signed . 

Indian Ci tizens . 

~ • F . Be ard . J . • I.:ul l e r . 

• i. ven Kelton . Rol en .J . ulle n • 

i • • H . e l t ner • H. • .:c i nt yr e . 

• R. Pool c. . ~ . Sca i f e , I.. • D. 

J . • "'\.icCar t y T. • ollin s . 

J . L. J pencer . 

I . ! • Folsom • H. "1'riz zell . 

.n . ... , . Folsom • J • Gardenh i r e . 

• F . .:ull , l. • • 

rs . ·~ . 1 . l!r' i zze ll . 

Louis eely . 

B41n F. eynolds . 

J . • 'arker . 

G. r 
) . Cade . 

L. L. !3 1 ake . 

Bet Blake . 

'I 
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,Jal ton Pat t er son . 

Blumer .anderson. 

Julian 1. nderson. 

s . T . Lindsay . 

L. D • iJ orc e s te r . 

c. A e ...... troud . 

Charley Brown 

{Ender sed) Union k g ency j: 7 2 
of non-c iti zen l ease holders . 

6 

eti t i on of Ch i ckasaws fo r r emov a l 
e c . 15 , 18 9 . 
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~dmor e , I . T • 

De cember 15th ,l899 . 

To t he -onorabl e Dawes Commissi on , 

Muscogee, I .T., 

Gentlemen: 

~e herewith submit t he proc eedings of a meeting held in t he 

Cit y of Ardmore , I . T . participated i n by some seventy five Larmers , 

and some seven or ei ght l atyers . 

And since t here is another side to t his quest ion and very 

l arge i nterest involved , and t he pre se t ~·elfa e of some thirty 

t housand people i s at stake ; \'78 is ' to briefly submit the fo l -

lo i ing , for t he co nsideration of your Honor able body , and for your 

actions in t he premis es a s you ay see pro er . 

First. It lill be observed that the stroke ·as i n t he right 

diredtion to if possible defeat , and evade the law under hi ch 

we no'Y live , and 1h icl directs the action of your _.onorable body 

in t he premises , and i f su ccess ill yet remai n , for an i ndefini te 

time. 

Second . The relief sought re qu i r es money to pay la yers 

fee, ho are back of and behind t h is vho l e ma tter , and there is 

nothing a sked for in t h i s memori al t hat is not ful l y provided 

for i n t he a c t of Congress , J une 28 , 1898 , and l as t of a ll we 

are ful l y assured that such meetings , r e soluti ons , and public 

demonstrat ions i s conducive of only one thing , and t hat is the 

results as ITe no see it in tbe Chi ckasa. Na ti on, and if some 

impedimen t is not p laced in t he ay of such influence , anarchy 

will reign supreme in this Nation, for in the short space of time 
7682. 
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t hat has elapsed since t his move was set onfoot the peace ful 

cond ition of hundreds have been destroyed , and peaceable contract 

bet een citizens and non citi zens , hi therto entered into , for the 

coming year have been d i savowed , upon the part of the renter and 

joined t he r ebell ious element , and vhere peace , and strife remain . 

e c an truthfully say t ha t ten days ago 90 -;o of tbe lease farmers 

rere preparing for a compl i ance ~i th all lavTs and ri ghtful condi­

ti ons , but the '1ope of delaying the corre c tion of pr esent evils , 

a revol t and complete destructi on of 1hat good had been acc ompli sh-

ed is the result . 

There is not more than one lease holder in a hundred that 

could hope to recover under ection 3 , of t ha t June t he 28th , l 898 , 

on t he contrary a judgment r1ould issue agai n st al most all of them , 

and the very worst of conse quences can and is t he only ou tcome 

of a ll such con venti ons . 

ow as to those rho are notifying the Lesse e to qu it , be i ng 

newly admitted ci tizens , ill say t .ba t among those i n our kno -

ledge who a re doing so are such as Scot t , Hawkins , count y judge of 

Tish omingo County , Ed . Turner , County Clerk, Thomas , Unde r ood , 

her iff , Dr . Fulsom, B. Burns , H. Colbert , G. F . Truay , ~x . Gov . 

Bird , B. F . Bird , , • • ubot tom, R. icClise , and not less than 

f ive hundred names c an be g iven by us , all of v hich are among the 

oldest full bloods , and citizen s hose citi zenship never ·1as 

questioned , wh o are no tifying persons t !1a t they ant possess i on 

of the l ands on the lst day of January 1900 t nat t hey have select­

ed for t heir future homes , and the real facts are t hese t hat a 

few men ho have lived here for from fifteen tot enty five years , 

and have enjoyed the ..L Ullest freedom , and resources o f this country , 
7682. 
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back ed up by a f e w l awyers , who hope thereby to ge t a fee , are at 

t he b ac k of t his whol e matter , and your Honorable body is hereby .. 

en t reated to tis e every mea.i1.s i n your depart ment to i mmediately 

stop such t hings , realizing as vre do , that the turning point 

r emains but a fe -r.!: days . 

Yours most obedient ly . 

Signed . u. s . Ci tizens . 

I ndian Citizens . J . o. r:ulle r . 

w. F . Beard , Rolen v. Lullen . 

ven Ke l ton . H. D. Mcintyre . 

'I • H. H. Kelt ne r . c. A. Sca i fe , 11 . D. 

E. R. Pool . T. v. Doll i ns . 

J . E. M' Carty. J . L .• Spencer . 

rr 
I • \J. Pric e . A. H. Frizzell . 

I . • Fol som. A. J . Gardensh ire . 
Indian Citizens- continued . 

A. E. Folsom . 
Bet Blake . 

"f . F . Mull , H . D. 
ral to n Pat t ers on . 

Mr s . i . L . Fr i zzell . 
Bl umer Anderson . 

Louis Seely . 
J uli an Anderson . 

Ben F . Reynol ds . 
s . T. Li ndsay . 

J . 1·r . Parker . 
L . D. /orcester . 

G. 'f . Cade . 
c. A. Stroud . 

L. L. Blake . 
Charley Bro n . 

o .7682 . 
(Endor sed ) Commis s i on t o Five Tribes . Re ceived De c . 18 , 1899 Beard , 
. • F . and Thi rty ot he r citi zens , Ar dmor e , I . T. 12/ 15/ 99 .----Trans­
mi tt ing conclus ions of a Mass He e t i:ng of f ar mers and lav;yer s , and 
petit i on Commis s i on ' s c onsiderati on and aid ; a l so ne s paper 
cl i pp i ng- a r eport of t he pr oc eedi ngs .----



SECRETARY' s OFFICE 

DEPAR'IMENT OF TEE I N'rnR IOR 

I . T . D. 6182- 1906, 
709-1906 . 

v ashingto n , D. C. 

United S tate s Indian Inspector ,. 

10 

• 

for I ndian Terri tory , Muskogee , I . T . 

ir : 

4518- 1 

April 18 , 1906 . 

The Depar·tme n t is in receipt of your co mmunication of 

March 7, 1906 (D 54150- 1906} , re1ati ve to a pe ti ti on f rom 

Lillie E . Ca rter , of Ada , Ind . Ter ., a lle gi ng t hat one J . R . 

Dexter se cured a lease coveri ng he r land , by fraud and mi sre ­

presentation, and asking t ha t the sao:e be cancelled , whic h 

petition was referred to you f'"or co nsiderat i on , report and recom-

mendation by d.epartmeiDlta l reference of Januar y 20 , 1906 . 

It appears tha t the matter was referr ed by you to the 

Indian Agent for report; that the case was se t for hear ing a t 

Ardmore , Ind . Ter .,. on :B,ebruary 17 , 1906 , but tm complai nant 

f a iled to appear ; and that the matter is no in the hands of 

ooo oft~ field men o:fi" tm Agent for i nvesti gation . 

You state tha t th3 case is similar to many other complaints 

made to tm Indian Agent t .hat }e)ases are obtained by fraud and 

misrepresentation , which case s are investigated as r ap idly as 

possible , and wher e the facts warrant it , the mat t er is 

referred to the proper United S tates Attorney With request t hat 

proceedings be instituted in Court to cancel the lease . 

You recommend that Lillie E . garter be advised that the matter 

1 3950 
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is being investigated by the Indian Agent , and tha t prope r 

action will be taken to present the same to th3 United States 

Attormy in accordance with t he provisions of t.he act of March 

3, 1905, if th3 :facts warrant. su ch procedure . 

Forwarding your report .April 11., 1906 (Land 22210) , t he 

Indian Office concurs in your recommend a tion . 

Indian Offi ce letter is inclosed . 

A copy of 

The Department approves your acti.on in t he matter , and 

has advise d Lillie E . Carter' s attorney in accordance i th your 

recommendation . 

1 incl.osure. 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

First Ass i stan t Se cr e t a ry. 

Through the Commissior.e r of Indian Affairs . 

(End or sed } Union Agency No.l3950 Receive d Apr . 23 , 1906 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Washington , April 18 , 
1906.Secretary.----Approves a cti on of Inspe ctor in the mat t er of 
t he petition of Lillie E . Carter of Ada , I . T. to have lease 
covering her land secured by fra ud cancelled .----
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DEP AR'IM T OF TH I .,.':lli 0 , 

a shington . 

I.T.D.l5692-1906. September 13 , 1906 . 

United S tates Indian Inspector 

for Indian Terri tory , us k ogee ,Ind . T . 

Sir : 

July 2, 1906 , t~ cting ttorney- Genera l t ransmitted a 

bill of C. J . Davenport , amou nting to 23 . 40 , for t ing and 

transcribi ng the testimony in t he case of t he Unit ed States 

ex rel . Es au eely vs . J . L. Henson . 

The suit was instituted fo r the pur pose of cancelling a 

le ase made by ee ly, a Chickasa,v ndian , to Henson , on the 

ground of inadequacy of compen sati on and fraud , under t he a ct 

of Congre ss approved arch 3 , 1905 (33 Stat ., 1060) . 

The Acting Attorney- Genera l r equeste d t o b e advised 

:hetber ther e is any fund or a ppropriation u nder t he control of 

this Department from hich this bill could b e paid. 

The Indian Office on July 12 , 1906 , expr e sse d the op i nion 

that t~ expenses r e ferred to are payable f rom the appropriation 

for tbe Five Civ i liz ed Tribes Commission , t .OO se rvic · shaving 

been rendered in compliance ith t he p rovi s i ons of said ac t of 

arch 3 , 1905, and t ba t t be bill should be paid by clai m t hrough 

that office . September 5 , 1906, it r equest d authority be 

gran t ed for the payment of the claim from the app ropriation , 

"Commission , Five Civi l ized Tribes . " 

15310. 
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The bill i n quest i on i s i nclos ed and it is r equeste d 

t hat you r eport dire ct thereon with r e comme nd at i on , a s soon a s 

p r actica ble • 

Respe ct f ully, 

J ess e • ilson • 

ssistant Se cret Y ~ 

Through t.he Commissione r 

of Indian Affa irs. 

1 i n closure . 

(End ors d ) Union gency No .l5310 Re ce i ved Sep ~lS , l906 Offi ce of 
U. S .Indian I nsp ector fo r I ndi an Territ ory • . ashington , D. C. Sep , l 3 , 
1906.Secretary.---- n closes for RT b i ll of c. J . Davenpor t 
for t aR: ing testimony in cer t a in suit for cancellat i on of a J.e a se , 
advis ing I nd.Office e xp r esses op i n i on s arre s.houl d be paid from 
appro. "Commis s ion , i ve Civi lized Tr ibes . n ___ _ 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Office of Indian Affairs . 

la shingt on , 
April 29 , 1899 . 

Refer in reply to the following: 

Land . 
17705- 1899 . 

The Honorable 

The Se cretary of the Interior . 

Si r : 

4549-

There is enclosed , herewith , a report of April 12 , 1899 , 

f rom Inspector Wright , transmitting an Act of the Chickasaw Nat ion , 

approved by the Governor thereof on December 19 , 1899 , "making 

appropriation to pay Gen . H. E. Paine for services , and for other 

purposes" . 

The Act appropriates an a pgregat e sum of 386 to be paid to Gen . 

H. E. Paine , a balance of attorney fees of 62 for h is services in 

connection ith the ca se of t he Chaeta s and Chickasa s a a i nst 

the Nichitas , etc ., and to pay 324 expended in the printin of 

the brief of Gen . Paine in said case . 

Inspector /right s~ys that as t hese services appear to have been 

rendered and the printing or the brief appears to have been neces ­

sar y , he would recommend that the Act be approved . 

In transmitting this Act the office has no doubt whatever as to 

the fact of the services having been rendered , and the necessit y 

f or the printing of the brief , and it therefore concurs in the 

171 
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recommendation of Inspector Wright that the same be approved . 

Very respectfully, 
your obdient servant, 

A.C. Tonner , 

Acting Commissioner . 

P. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No . 1?1. Received .May 15,1899 . Off ice of 
u •. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Washi ngton , May 8 , 

·1899. Se cretary---Returns Chickasaw Act to pay H. E. Pa ine , 
approved. 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T K" E .. I N T E R I 0 R. 

The President, 

·- Sir: 

Washington . 
Ma. y 3 , 1899 . 

F . 

I have the honor to submit herewith for executive 

action, under the provisions of ·sect ion 29 of the Act of Congress 

approved June 28 , 1898, {30 Stat ., 495 J ,. an act of Chickasaw 

Nation entitled: "An act making appropriation to pay General 

H. E. Paine , for services , and for other purposes . " 

The preamble to said act recites that $94 . 00 remain ndue 

General H. E. Paine for printing his brief in the case of the 

Choctaws and Chickasaws vs . the Wichitas et . al . in the Court of 

Claims ;n that the brief of said Paine in said case which is 

now pending in the Supreme Court of the United States , nis now 

rea dy for the printer and will cost the further sum of Two Hun­

dred and Thirty Dollars;" and that said Nation owes said Pa ine 

"a balance for Atty's fee of Sixt y- Two Dollars . " 

Section 1 of said act makes an appropriation of 386 . 00 

out of any funds of the Chickasaw Nation not otherwis a ppro­

priated, "for the purpose of paying sa id H. E. Pa ine for said 

briefs and for the said balance due him as attys . fee . " 

Section 2 of said a ct directs the National Auditor of Pub ­

lic Account to issue his warrant .in favor of said Pa ine on the 

Treasury of s aid Nation for the above amount . 

Said act was approved b y the Governor of said Nation on 

December 19, 1898. It is recommended f or approval by the United 

171 
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States Indian Inspector for the Indian Territory, and his recom­

mendation is concurred in by the Acting Comm.issioner of Indian 

Affairs 

I have, therefore, to recommend that said act be approved . 

A copy of said report of the Acting Comm.issioner , and said let­

ter from the u. s . Indian Inspector , are enclosed herewith . 

Ind.Ter .D.iv . 
1321-99. 

3 enclosures. 

1,1 

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary. 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

The President , 

Sir : 

janua ry 4 , 1900. 

45 ?-

F . 

I have the honor to submit he.rewith for exe cutive 

action , under t he provisions of sect ion 29 of the a ct of Con ­

gress app roved June 28 , 1898 ( 30 St t ., 495) , ''H . R. Bi ll o . 

46" of t he Chickasaw Nation , entitled nAn Act approvin the 

cont r a ct of Mans f ield, McMurry & Cornish for le ga l s r yi ces ,. 

and making appropriation therefor . 

Said act was approved by t he Gov ernor of se i d nat i on 

eptember 20 , 1899 . 

The preamble recites t hat the Governor of said nat i on 

on cTuly 20 , 1899, entered i nto a co ntra ct Wi t h Mansf i eld , McMut­

ray and Cornish , a ttorneys at law, t o repr esent the Chickasa 

Nation in all matters of citizens hi p now p endi ng before the 

Dnwes Commission , the Secret ary of t he Int erior of the ni ted 

States and the United St a tes court s t o the f i na l complet i on 

and approval of the rolls of t he Chicka~aws; sa id cont r act t o 

be subject to be annulled by the Legislat ure of the Chic kas aw 

Nation after two years from the da te thereof ; It a lso recites 

the compensation for said legal services a s f ixed in sa i d ro n ­

tract, is the sum of $5 ,000. 00 per annum , a nd in add i t i on the 

actual and necessary expenses i ncurred in the performan ce of 

53i 
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their dutie s by s a id at torneys , an ec oun t o f h i ch is t o be 

rendered under oath to t he Gover nor of the Chicka saw at i on 

on the 20th of ea ch month to be cer t i f i ed by hi m f or payment . 

Section 1 of said a ct r a t i fie s and approves s a id cont r a ct . 

Section 2 make s an appropri at i on for the pa yment of t he sum 

stipulated therein, t he amount for t r aveling expenses , cler ic 1 

help and ot her i t mes n ot to e xceed t he sum of $2 , 700 . 00 . 

Accompanying s a i d a ct is t he report of the United S tes 

Indian Inspec t or f or the Indi an Terr itory, here i n he s tat es 

that sa i d a c t wa s r efer eed to t he Commis s i on to the Fi ve Civi l ­

ized Tribes f or report whether, i n t heir j udgmen t , the se r vi c es 

s tipulated f or i n s a i d contra c t a re necessary , and encloses 

there wit h the repor t of the Act i ng Cha irman of s id Commi ssi on 

recommedning tha t t he bill be approved . In his s a id reco mm nda ­

tion t he Act i ng Cha i r n s t tes : "It i s of the utmo s t i mport n ee 

that the na t i on be r epre sented by le ga l coun s el i n cit i zenshi p 

matter s . 'I1he f i rm whi ch ha s bee n reta ined f or th t purpose 

sta nd hi gh in the p rofes si on , and t he compensat ion s ought by 

this bill to be pai d is not r ega rded by t he Commission a s un­

reasonable." 

The I ndi an Inspector r e commends t he approval of s a i d a ct , 

and his recommendat ion is also co ncurred i n by the Commi ssi oner 

of Indian Affa ir s . The I ndi a n Inspe ctor, in addit i on , has f or-

Ill 
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warded the oribinal contract rrade by the Gove r nor of t he Chick­

asaw Nat ion with said firm a nd whic h is referred t o i n s a id 

act. 

In view of the report s made by t h e Ac t i ng Chairman of s a id 

Commission, t he United St a tes Indi a n Inspe ctor and the Commi s ­

sioner of Indian Aff a irs , I have t o r ecommend that sa i d bill be 

approved. 

The let t ers of s i d Act i ng Cha irman , s a i d Inspe ct or and 

a copy of t he report o f the Commis s ione r of Indi n Affa i rs re 

enclosed here with . 

Ind.Ter .Div. 
3557-1899. 
4 enclosur es . 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hi t chcock . 

.Se cretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agancy No.539.Rece i ved J an . l6 , 1900 . 0ff ice of u.s . 
Indian I nspector for Indi an Terri t ory . Vashingt on , J a n . l0 , 1900 . 
Secretary----Chic ka sa T Act app r ov ing contra ct of ~.:ansfi eld , •1c .1urray 
& Cornish APPROVED . 
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Refer in reply to the following : 

Land 
60482- 1900. 

The Honorable 

DEPARTMENJ OF 'lli 

Office of . Indian Affairs , 

Washington, 
Dec . 18, 1900 . 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir : 

4558-.A 

I have t he honor to tr ansmit here it h a report made on De c . 

4 , 1900 , by J . George right , u. s . I ndian Inspector for the 

Indian Territory. 

It appe rs f rom the Inspector' s report and f rom the enclosed 

papers that the Go vernor of the Chicka saw at ion directed Me ssrs . 

cKennon , ansfield , lc urr~y & Cor n ish to represent the Chi ckasaw 

Nation in the matter of the incompetent cla i ms ; that there is no 

contract between the Chickasaw N tion and the - a i d firm of at -

torneys for such employment , nor is there any understand i ng as 

to compensation , t.hat matter being lef t to ad justment ; that the 

Indian Agent , be ing uncert a in as to whether or not he should re­

cognize the attonneys , inquired of the Inspector; and that the 

Inspector , being uncertain a s to what should be done inquires of 

the Department . 

The Inspector suggests that a recognition of the attorneys 

for t he purpose mentioned mi gh t be cla imed by them a s a t cit p­

proval of their employment and the ri ght to hereafter cla i m com­

pensation . 

Messrs . Mansfield , McMurray & Cornish are citizenshi p ttor­

neys for the Chickasaw Nation . McKennon , r~ansfiel d , JcMurray & 

1558 
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Cornish are not , so far a s this office understands employed i n any 

capacity by the Chickasaw Nation and there is at pr esent no rrant 

of law author izing t he payment of c ompensation t o t h em for any 

services which t hey rmy r ender t o t he na tion . Ho ever , the nat ion 

should pro bably be repr esent ed by counsel before the Agent in 

t he matter of the defence of the Chickasaw incompetent claims . It 

is therefore re spectfully recommended that the Inspe ctor be advised 

t ha t t here is no objection to t he app ear nee of the attorneys 

mentione d, but t hat t hey should be disti nctly adv i sed in ri ting 

that t he ir recognition i n no wi se g ive s them, so far a s the Govern-

ment is con cer ned , any clai m for compens ation or in any wise binds 

the Department to recommend the approv 1 of an act of the Chick-

asaw Nat ion provid i ng compensat i on for the ir services in t l~ t 

part icular . 

·very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

• A • .Jones • 

• c. v. (L'e) Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l558 . Received .Jan . 7 , 190l . Of f i ce of u.s . 
Indian Inspec t or f or Indian Territory . Washington , De c . 3l , l 900 , Se cre ­
t ary---No objections to McKennon, M nsfield , Me urray & Cornish 
appearing as attorneys for Chickasaw Nat ion; in i ncompetent matters . 
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23 
oct. 16, 1902 

' I "' G v • 1 r R o T I " L K.A. , d 1 b. T r 

IT L BU IL I1JG l'' R .. U.~ 1D •FFI CE . 

4614- : 

TO L:t:: S ~ 

e c t i on 1 . Be it enacted by the Legislature of the 

Ch ic kasaw · at ion that the G~vernor of said Na t i on shall b e 

and he i s hereby authorized to lease to the omniss ion to 

the ... · ive ivili zed Tr ibes , commonly kno n as the DaHes Com­

mission , the Cap i t ol Building of the hickasaw ... ... ation to 'J e 

used by said Dawes Commis sion as a Land ffice for the al lo t ­

ment o f the lands of the hickasaws , upon such terms and condi ­

tio ns as to him mr;Iy be dee 1ed expediant and just ; said lease 

to remain in f ull force and e ffe ct during the entire time of 

sa id a llotment and it co mp letion. _ ll mo e ~ s accruing from 

said l ease to b e p l a c ed in the treasury of the Chickasaw J.~at ­

ion for the use and benefit of said Nat i on . 

e ction 2 . e it further nacte d that the Governor of 

the Chickasaw 1 ation be a nd i s h ereby authori zed and directed 

to arrange for the ren ·~ al or l ease of a building of sui ta' le 

dir.ens i ons t o acco odat e t e Legisl ature and officers of the 

Chickasaw Jation during the occupanc y of s a i d Cap itol Build­

ing by the Dawes Co mmi ss ion for a Land ffi ce . 

Section 3 . Tha t t h is a ct be in full for ce and effect 

from and after i ts passage and appr ov al . 

ecorrnnended by I •• Burr i s 

assed Hous e , t h i s l day of ctober , 19 2 

Joe Guess , Speaker • 

.rl.tte s t ' • B. _ ead , Clerk . 

Passed the 0ena te t h is 10 day of Uctober , 1 902 . 

J . l . arker , resident of :;enate . 

142 
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Attest -"rank Smith , Secretary Pro Tem. 

A proved this 16th day of Octo ber , 1 02 • 

. s . l'. osely 

Governor of Ch ickasaw ation . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 142 Act o f Chicka s aw Council author­

izing use of Capitol Building as Land ff ice . 
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F I R E A S S 0 C I T I U PH I 1 -r. 1 P H I A. . 

Tishomingo , I . T. 

] ~ay 30tP. , 1907 . 

Hon. J . George . right , 

U. s . Ind i an .Agent , .uskoge e , I nd . Ter r y . 

Dear ir:-

I had the contra ct to provide quarters for the Uni t ed 

State s Cour t at t his pl a ce and ha d t he mi sfortune to l oos e the 

building occup1ed as a Court House b f i r e r e ce nt l y . I des i re 

to con tinu e my contra ct but for t he limite d t i me the Gover nmen t 

is no r enting court quarters I wo uld not be just i f i ed in re ­

building t he hous e. The Chick as aw Cap ital bui l di ng her e is 

vacant, or practically so , a nd I have comflunicated Ji th Gov . J ohn­

ston Ji th a view of obtaining that building , repa iri ng and fur n ­

ishing same and conver t it unto a United St a tes Court House . Go v. 

Johnston has r eferred me to y u. I would be willing to r en t the 

building from month to mo t h , repair it and kee p it in repair , pay 

the rent al agree d upon quar t erly or onthly and a t the e nd of t he 

term le a ve it in good repair . From t h e fac t tha t t he building 

is no w in a bad c ondition oon~ ider ab le money would ha ve to be 

expended in order to ge t it into a habitab le c onditi on , then 

there would be the additional expense of furni'Shi ng , main t aining 

etc. Ity contra ct with the Department i s .. .,.1250. 00 per a nnum so you 

see I could no t afford to pay very much for the building and pa y 

the cost of repairing , f urnishi ng , and ma int a ining myse l f . The 

64292 



26 

-2-

building would be bette r preserved by be i ng used than b y s t Dnding 

vacan t as it now is . The hold i ng of t he Chickas aw Le gisla ture 

in t he build i ng woul d not i nt er fere wi t h the use of t he bui l ding 

fo r Cour t purp oses . 

Ki nd l y l e t me hear fr om you in regard t o t h is ma t ter , 

and i f you would c ons i der t he pr ope s i t i on t o rent me the bui l d-

i ng a s sugge s t ed , k i ndl y advi s e who I sh all t ake up t he deta ils 

of t he ma tter with and what i s necessary to be done . I t i s 1m-

per a tiue that so e t h i ng be done at once , so k i nd l y let me hear 

from you a t you r earli est convenience and oblige . 

Very respec tful l y , 

J •• Mul dvow 

(Endor s ed ) Union 1 gene y # 64292 Re ceived I\;ay . 31 , 1907 . ffi ce 
of u.s . I n di a n Insp e c tor fo r I nd i an Territor y. Tis homingo . T. T. 
11ay 30 , 1907 . J . i . ~Iuldrow Rel a t ive to t he r ent ing of the 
Chicka s aw Capitol Buildi ng for u . ~ . Court . 



EXECUTIVE DRP ARTlMENT 

CHICK.hSA V NXI' I orr. 

Hon. j. George fright, 

' u. ·• Ind i an · gent , 

,-uskogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir: 

1.,~xecutive Officers . 
~tJouglas H. Johns ton , Go v . 
(J. E. Colbert. ITat. Secretary . 
(T. B. Thompson , Nat . mreasurer. 
(Charley Colbert , .t uditor of 
( Pub l i c oct' s . 
{ ~7 illi e ~'" emp , Attorney Gen . 
( Joe ewberry , Sup •t ?ublic 
( Ins truction . 

Tishomingo , T. Territory . 
6/ 24/ 07# 

I am in reciept (Sic) of your letter of recent da te , 

referring to using t h e ch ick as aw Capi tol building for a United 

St ates courthouse , and in reply to same beg t o s ay tha t after 

the court-house was burned , I agreed t hat the government might 

use the Capitol building and apply the r ents to necessary re -

pairs and furnishings , wh ich so far as t he nation was co ncerned 

would be agreeable. fr . uldrow who owned the court- hou s e bu ild-

ing wh ich b urned, thought that he could make the ne ce s s ary re -

pairs and furnish the building and carry out his c ontract with 

the Government , b ut l ater , when I talked him two or t:b.-ree days 

since, he did not seem inclined to make the necessary expenditu-

res to repair and furnish the building , not knowing what will be 

done relative to s t atehood , nor whether t he bui l ding would be 

used long enough under his contr act with the Government to just i-

fy the necessary outlay of money to put t he building in proper 

condition to roo et the demands of t he court. 

So far as the nation is concerned it would still be 

agreeable for t~e building to be used as a court-house and the 

64781 
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rents to b e applied to r epairs and e quipment, i f t his would be 

sa t isfactory to t he Interior Department , but I am un able to say 

at present wh at r . ~.1uldrow des ires t o do about the mat t er . 

Your s ver y re spe ct f ully . 

D. H. J ohns t on , 

Governor , c. N. 

( Endorsed) Union Agenc y # 64?8 1 Recei ved J une . 25 , 1 907 . Off ice 
of u.s . Indian I ns pector for Indi an Terr i tory . Ti s homing o , I . T. 
J une 24, 1907 . D. H. Johns to"n . Re l ati ve to using the Chickas aw 
Capitol building a s a U. S. Court house . 

I 
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Union Agen cy , 

. usc o gee , I • T , , · pr i 1 6th , 18 9 9 • 

]lr. Hamp ,.,fill is , U. s . I . P ., 

Ki ngston , I . T . 

Dear Sir:-

You are hereby notified that comp l a i n t ha s been made to me 

by H. o. Love, permit co llector , P ickens County , Chickasa\ Hat i on , 

that one 1 f . R. .!oore , t be largest b eef fe e de r in the Terri tory , 

refused to pa y tax on his beef steers , fed i n the limits of Ard-

mor e , i!h ere I presume h is feed pen , or r an ch , is located . 

You are hereby directed to g o to his residenc e and c all on the 

s aid -: . R. Moore in person and direct him , i f said complaint is 

true, t hat he Till be required to p ay too t ax i mposed by t he 

Chic kasaw law, ·h ich ras approve d De c . 14th , l 898 by t he Governo r 

of the Chicka s a ~ati on and af ter ards approve d by t he Presi. dent 

of the United States . 

His annual perm it tax on c at tle is 25¢ per head . You will , 

ho vrever fully investigate this matter anq r eport facts to re fo r 

future a ction , but at the same ti e you ill inform .Ir . k oore that 

it is the purpose of the De partment to enforce the p ermit l aw a s 

stated above . Your earl y a tten ti on to t his matter is required . 

Very respect f ully , 

D. • '. isdom, 

Approved: U •• Indian Agent . 

J . Geo; right , 
U. s . Indian Inspe ctor. 

(End orsed) Union Agen cy Press Book -o . 2 Letter 49 • .'uskogee , Okla. 
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F. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

~ashington, 
August 7 , 1899 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of our communi cation of the 

21st ultimo , acknowledgin the recei pt of ~epartment al l etter of 

the 12th of said month , transmitting a copy of the report of the 

Commissioner of Indi an Affa irs dated July 12 , transmittin a 

letter from the rincipal Chie f of the Choctaw Nat ion , enclosin 

his correspondence with you and the Unit ed State s Indian Agent , 

Shoenfelt, relative to the royalties required to be paid under 

the laws of said nation for ha y cut thePein for sale and barter , 

wherein you expressed the opinion that , 

"where a citizen had selected in good faith the lands hi ch 
he desired to take for himself and minor chi l dren , and had taken 
actual possession of the same , that he should be entitled to the 
use and benefits of such without the necessit y of paying a royalty 
on the hay he cuts thereon . " 

Reference is ma de by you to t he provisions of sections 16 , 

17 and 18 of the act of June 28 , 1898 (30 St at ., 495) , and the 

prospective allotments issued October 7 , 1898 , and the amendments 

thereto issued ~arch 18 , 1899 . 

You also re f er to depart menta l letter of J uly 6th f or ward -

ing to you f or consideration and ear l y action , a communicat ion 

301 
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From 1 r. A. 1 . Nail dated July 1 , 1899 , rela t ive to "cattle taxes 

which he stated the Collector of the Chickasaw Nation as endeav-

oring to collect " from said ail , f or 3680 head of cat tle brought 

into said nation by him and placed in the "Colbert pasture" 

conta ining 16 , 000 acres . 

Said Nail alleges that he is a non-c itizen and has rented 

for the year 1899 "t he al lotments n of certain ci tizens of said 

nation , which t hey had selected f or thems el ves and families a s 

being the pro rata shar e to which they auld be entitled , and 

has entered into a wr i tten agreement with such partie s to pay 

ten cents per acre for each a llotment . Nail furthe r states that 

prior to the shipment of said cattle f ro m Texas , he pa id taxes 

on the same in Texas , and t ha t s aid catt le wer e taken direct l y 

to the rented land and have never been gr azed on t he publi c do -

main of s aid nation . 

The tax col le ct or of the Chicka saw Nat ion seeks to collect 

a tax of twent y- f ive cents per head on said cattle , under t he 

provisions of an act of said nation , appr oved by the Pr esident 

on January 19th, 1899 , entitled "An Act to provi de for a more 

equitable ·permit law, and for other purposes . " Se ction 2 of said 

act, quoted by you , prov i de s that -

"Any non-citizen who owns hor ses , jacks or jennets , mules or 
other cattle , and who holds them upon the public doma in or within 
the Chickasaw Nation , shall be required to pa y an annua l permit 
tax of twenty- five cents per head f or each horse , jack, jenne t , 
mule or bovine , and five cents per hea d f or ea ch sheep and -oa t 
so held within this nation ; Provided, That t wo cows and calves 
and two horses , o~ t wo mules , or one hor s e and one mule , or t o 
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work oxen, belonging to each head of a famil y shall be exempt 
from the provis ions of this Act . " 

MT . Nail states that he has informed the Chi ckasaw permit 
collector that '·rre would write you at once and obt in your con-

struction of said sec t ion , and if ou construed t he law as the 

collec t or did , he , Nail , " would pay him the tax at once . " 

You ask to be advised in the premises . The Commiss ioner of 

Indian Affairs , in forwarding your said communica tion , refers to 

the report s of t he Indian Office dated July 21th and Jul y 15th , 

1899 . 

The Department has ruled on t he hay quest i on , and advised you 

by letter dated the 5th instant , t ha t a royalty of fif~y cents 

per ton is due Choctaw nation under its la ~s on a ll hay cut within 

it s limits for sale or barter . It f ollows , that under the terms 

of said section 2 of sa id act of the Chickasaw Nat ion , its permit 

collector is authorized to collect an annual pe rmit tax of t enty-

five cents per head on the ca ttle owned and held by Mr . Na il 

"within the Chickasaw Nat ion," a s set forth in his said l etter . 

There does not appear to be an y pa rticula r hardship i n th is 

case, for Mr . Na il, a ccordin to his own s ta tement , has agreed to 

pay only ten cents per a cre, hile in t he Creek Nation the les ­

sees, under contra cts submitted for approv a l , have agreed to pay 

not less tha n t enty- five cents per acre , a nd in many i n tances 

from thirt y to fort y cents per acre . 
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The Department does not express an op inion up on the valid­

i ty of the c ontracts alleged to have been made by ~ r . Nail , because 

t he same have not been submitted . 

The only question decided herein i s , that s aid a nnua l permit 

t ax i s collectible by the tribal authorities of the Chickasaw Na ­

t ion , upon cattle owned and held by non-citizens within said na -

t i on . 

You will advise Mr . Nail and the Princi pal Chief of the 

Chickasaw Nat i on in accordance wi th the views herein exp ressed . 

Ind . Ter . Div . 
1878, 1976 , 
2020 , 2166 , 
2232 - 1899 . 

Respectfully, 

Tho . R. Ryan , 

Acting Secretary . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No . 301 . Received Aug . 12 , 1899 . Office 
of u. s . Indi an Inspector for Indian Terr itory . ash i ngton , u • 
7 , 1899 . Secretary----Holds t hat A. L . Nail must pa t ax on 
cattle in Chick£saw Nation . 
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File 2734-1899. 
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T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R 1 

lashington . 

The Uni ted St a tes Indian Inspector 

f or the Indian Terri tory . 

Sir: 

46)52- A 

The apartment is in receipt of your report dated ugu st 

12 , 1901 , i nclosing a communication from the United States 

I ndi an Agent , Uni on gency , dated Augus t 10 , 1901 , for ~arding 

a l etter from the Governor of the Chickasa~ ation , dated the 

5t h ins tant , in hi ch he incloses a report addressed to hi m 

from the permit and ca ttle tax collector f or t he Chickasa 

Nation, cont a ining the name s of non- citizens owning catt le and 

gr a zing t he same ~ithin the limi ts of the Chickasaw Nation and 

upon wh i ch t :1 ey decline to pay the required tr i bal permit tax . 

The Governor of the Chi ckasa Nat ion re quests that these 

parties, together wi th t heir ca ttle , be re moved f ro m the limits 

of the Chi ckasa at i on , h ich reques t is concurred i n by the 

Unit ed ta t es Indian Agent i n his rep ort . 

t tent i on is called by you to the former a c t ion of the 

Depa r t ment relat i ve to the matter and to the opinion of the 

t t orney General , concerning the duty of the Department to 

r emove . ca tt le pastured on public land s Without Indian permit 

or licence upon the request of the triba l authorities . 

You a l so ca ll attention to Sect i on 16 of the Act of Con-

gres s appr oved June 28 , 1898(30 Stat., 495) , relative t o the 

2621 
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ri ght of citizens to receive the rents from grazing or agricul -

tura l lands hich he is in possession of to t he amount of his 

rea sonabl e shar ~ , and that to which his i fe and minor children 

are ent itled . 

Reference is also made to the letter of t he Department of 

July 21 , 1901 , in the ca se of r . • L . a il , of ~hicka sha , 

I ndi an Territory, "herein you were advised tha t he a s required 

to pay the annua l permit tax upon cattle owned and held by h im 

ithin sai d at i on . 

You request that , i f the Department cons i ders that 

non- cit i zens , together with t he ir cattle , should be removed 

f rom the Chi cka sa Na t i on for failure to pay thi s permi t tax , 

"whether such ca ttle a re he l d on the ' public l ands ' or upon 

pro r a t a shares of c i t i zens under le a serr , tha t the necessary 

order be issued to the United tates Ind i an Agent for the 

removal f rom the '-'hi ckas a 1 Na t ion , Indian Terr i tory , of 

J i m Lanier 
J ohn El l i s 
Chris Ailey 

Iince Lani er 
L . C. Ja ntla nd 

toget her wi th al l ca t t l e O\med a nd held by t hem i n sa id Nation . 

You also recommend that t he cat t l e belongi ng to the follo -

i ng named part i es be removed , sa i d pa r ties not res i d i ng within 

t he limits of the Chicka s a a tion , v i z : 

Mil 

Kansas City Live St ock Commi ssi on Company 
Henry J ohns oh 
G. ] • oundt ree 
L. L. Br i ggs 
... :. . M. Yat e s 
T. B. Kell ey , 
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The Commissioner of I nd i an Affai rs f or warded your s aid 

repoEt on August 22 , 1901 , and expressed the op i nion t ha t 

the provisions of sa i d section 16 , quoted by you , doe s not i n 

any wa y conf lict with sec t ion 2 of the Chickasa ac t a pproved 

January 19 , 1899 , by t he President , hich act provides tha t a 

permit tax shall be levi ed upon non-citizens ho hold cat tle 

and other stock 'upon the public domain or wi th i n t he Chickasaw 

Nation 't ; t hat in his judgment the perso ns mentioned by ou 

should be removed f rom t he Chickas a a tion and also that the ir 

cattle and the ca ttle of all those persons "thin the Ch ic kas a 

ation bere t he o ners of the cattle are not located t here in , 

should be removed; and he a l so trans mits a letter ith the 

request that it be approve d and r eturned to hi m f or transmiss i on 

through you to the gent . 

The Department concurs in the recommendat ion and i nclos es 

a copy herewit h for your informa tion . 

Respect fully , 

l inclosure . 

Tho • Ryan , 
Acting Secr etary . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No . 26 2l .Received . ~ug . 30 , 1 9 0l . Office · of u.s. 
Indian Inspector f or Ind i an Territory . : a shingt on , Aug . 24 , 190l . 
ecretary-----Agent ill be authorized to remove cert a i n non-ci t izen 

cattlemen, . a lso certa in cattle , from Chickasaw nation , a/c non­
payment of tax. 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHI NGTON . 

I.T .D. 3368-1902. June 3 , 1902. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

The Department is in receipt of your report dated ay 17,1902 , 

submitting therewith, for the consideration of the Department , a 

draft of regulations governing the enforcement of the Act of the 

Chickasaw Legislature, approved by the Governor on May 3 , 1902 , 

and by t he President of the United St ates on May 15, 1 902 . 

Said regulations contain a quotation from Section 29 of the 

Act of Congress approved June 28, 1898 (30 stats ., 495), relative 

to the approval of the acts of the legislative bodies of either 

the Choctaw or Chickasaw nations by the President, and slso con­

tinuing the tribal government for eight years from March 4 , 1898. 

The regulations also quote said Act of the Chickasaw Legis ­

lature in ru11 and the r~ul~ons following in eight sections. 

Special attention is called to section 5 of the r egulations , 

which declares--

"Where cattle are held by a citizen and mortgaged to a non­

citizen, said cattle shall be considered as belonging to such non­

citizen, and subject to these regulations and t axes . u 

You state tha t you apprehend "that many cattle introduced 

will be held in citizens' names, and the owners thereby seek to 

evade the payment of the taxes," and you express the opinion that 

cattle could be removed and that if no regulation is made 
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covering such instances, "the majority of the cattle held in the 

Chickasaw Nation would be in the manner above indicated." 

You further report that if it meets with the approval of the 

Department, the Revenue Inspector for the Creek Nation will also 

supervise the payment of said taxea in the Chickasaw Nat ion, and 

that the Nation will be divided into districts to be supervised 

by district inspectors. 

Concerning the removal of stock under the provision of Sec­

tion 6, you ask to be advised "if it is deaired in each inst ance 

that report be made to the Department and authority obtained to 

proceed with the removal befor e action is taken by the Indian 

Agent," and you express t he opinion tha t considerable trouble will 

arise in the enforcement and collection of said taxes as it appears 

that the ' tribal officers have heretofore been unable to collect the 

cattle taxes, and on this account the owners of stock have been led 

to be~1eve that s a id tax could not be enforced. 

You further recommend that the ne cessary authority be granted 

for the present Revenue Inspector f or the Creek and Cherokee at ­

ions, to supervise the work in the Ch&ckas aw Nat ion, the proporti­

onate share of his aalary and tnaveling expenses to be paid from 

the funds collected. 

You also recommend that you be authorized to employ such ad­

ditional assistance as may be found necessary; that you cannot, 

at the present time, state just how many of these assistants it 

will require, and you ask authority to employ said assistance at 

not more than seventy-five dollars per mon$h and transportation, 
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to be carried upon the irregular roll of the Revenue Ins pector 

and paid from the c ollections made . 

You also recommend t hat said regulations, together with the 

preamble, be printed and urnished in pamphlet f orm , and that a 

supply of five thousand co pies be furnished you at the earliest 

practicable date, or that you be authorized to have t hem printed 

at Muskogee, in order that they may be issued in the quickest pos­

sible time. 

The Acting Commissioner of Indian ffairs forwarded your sa id 

report on Ma~r 28 , 1902, and states tha t he sees no objections to 

the regulations , except Section 5; that he does not believe that 

said Section should be embodied in the r egul ations f or the reason 

that if cattle wned by a citizen be mortgaged to a non-citizen , 

the latte r does not obtain title thereto, and that if t he Section 

should be a pproved as recommended, the enforcement thereof would 

be restrained by the court, if a ppl ic ation be made theref or . 

The regulations have been carefully examined, and the De­

partment does not find any ob,jection thereto except as to said 

Section 5, 3hich should be aminded as follows: By inserting 

af'ter the v.ord"non-ci tizen," in the second line of said Section, 

the words "not in good faith but for the purpose of evading the 

payment of taxes," and also after the word "as" in said line strike 

out the words "belonging to," and insert in lieu thereof the wo rds 

"owned by or held," so that the Section as amended Will read: 

Section 5. here cattle are held by a citizen and mortgaged 

to a non-citizen, not in good f a ith but for the purpose of evading 
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the payment of taxes , said cattle shall b e considered as owned 

or held by such non-citizen, and subject to these regul ations 

and taxes . 

Said regulations , with the amendments above quot ed no ted 

thereon, have been approved , and you are a uthor i zed to have prin t ­

ed five thousand copies thereof for distribution , and you will 

transmit to the Department for its use , fi ve hundred copies of 

the same. 

ith reference to your recommend a tion tha t t he Reve nue In­

spector for the Creek Nation be a uthori zed to supervi s e the pay­

ment of said t axes in the Chickasaw Na tion , and t o divide the 

said Nation i nto districts to be supervised by district i nspec t ­

ors, the same i s also approved . You will , however , t ransmit to 

the Department, for its a pproval, a descri ption of t he di s tric t s 

into hich said Nation is to be divided for taxa tion . You will 

also, at the same time , tra nsmit to the Department, f or its ap proval , 

the names of the persons recommended fo r district inspectors, to -

. gather with the compensation each should have . 

The depart ent considers it advisable that authority be ob­

tained, in each instance, from the Co nissioner of Indian f f airs 

and the Secretary of the Interior , prior to t he removal of any 

stock by the Indian Agent under these regul ations. 
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A copy of the report of the cting Commissioner is trans­

mi t ted herewith . 

2 inclosures . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan . 
Acting Secr et ary . 

(Endorsed} Union gency # 4197 re ceived Jun . 9 , 1902 . f f ice of 

U. S . Indian I nspector , for I . T. l ashington, June 3 , 1902 . 

Secretary . Approves draft of regulations relative to collecting 

cattle taxes in Chickasaw Na tion , with certa in mod i fications ; 

authority granted to have 5 , 000 copies printed; should report 

concerning districts the nation is divided into and names of 

persons recommended for district inspectors ; authority should be 

obt a i ned before removal of an.y cattle . 
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Land Department of the I nterior , 
432?4-1902 , 
44015-1902 . OFFIC 0 I NDI AF AIR~ , 
Auth.769?3-1902 . 

Hashing ton , July 26 , 1902 . 

The Honor a ble 

The Secretary of the Inte rior . 

Sir: 

On July 23 , 1902 , t h is office forwarded to t he 

Department a tele gr am from Inspector './ri ght da ted Jul y 22 , 

1902 , re ques ti ng that au t hor ity b~ wi red Agent Shoenfelt 

for th e removal of · . H. Thompson and John Delashmutt , to­

gether Tiith their cattle , from the Chickas aw Na tion for 

non- payment of cattle tax. 

At the same time a tele gr am was transmitte d gr an ting 

the authority requested , except t hat it di d not authori ze 

the r emov al of t he _ cat tle . The sa i d telegr am was dul y ap-

proved and f orwarded to t his off ic e f or transmission to t he 

gent on J uly 23 , 1902 (ITD- 4450} . 

The office is now in receipt of a tel egram from 

the Inspe ctor da t ed July 25 , 1902 , asking t hat the authority 

be modified so as to include the r emov al of t he c a ttle of 

the parties named . 

The former t elegram should have authorized the 

remova l of the cattle . It is t he refore thought pr ope r to 

ire the Agent au thority for the re mova l of said Delashmutt 

and Thomp son, t ogether rith t he ir cattle , f r om t he Ch ickasaw 

Nat ion and the Indian Territory. A tele gram has accordingly 

been prepared and is here Tith inclosed with the recommenda tion 

4559 
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tha t it be approved and returned to t his office for 

transmittal to t he Agent. 

It is believed th at the inclosed telegr am to the 

gent will give him all the au t hority necessary for the 

r emoval of not only the pe rsons na med , bu t their ca ttle . 

iCV 
D 

2 i nclosures . 

e r y r espectfully , 

Your obedient servant , 

. C. Tonner 

Acting Commissioner . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 4559 ece i ved Aug . 4 , 1902 Off i ce 
of U. s . Indian Inspector f or Indian Terri tory . /ash ing t on , 
Ju . 29 , 1902 . Secre tary.-----Rel.telegram requesting that 
authority be wired Agen.t ShoEn f'el t for the removal of 
w.H.Thompson and ~ohn Delashmutt, together with their 
cattle, f'ro)m the Chickasaw Nation for non-payment of 
cattle tax.----



DE P R T T 0 F T H 
· 'as h ington. 

I TD. 5113- 1 902 . 

Unit,ed d t a tes I ndi an Inspector 

for tbe . Indi an Terr i tory , 

us kog e e , I • T • 

S i r : 
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ugust 21 , 1 90 2 . 

The Dep artmen t is in re ceipt of your r epor t dated Augus t 

1 2 , 1902 , rel a tive to re ques ti ng au t horit y to remove cat t le 

and t he ovrners .t hereof f rom t he Chickasaw ati on , by telegram , 

and su gges ti ng t ha t t h e u. • I ndi an gent for the Union 

gen cy be authorized to remove cattl e where held unlawfully , 

with out proc uring sp ecif ic aut hority i n each instanc e . 

Re fe r ence i s made by you t o paragr ap h 6 of the r egu lati ons 

of June 3 , 1 902 , govern i n g t he i n trodu c t i on by nonc itizens 

of live s·tock in the Chickasav~ a ti on , I ndian erri tor y , and 

to a s uggest ion i n your l e tter d! at ed May 17 , 1 902 , that the 

I ndian gen t be aut horized to prompt ly r emove al l c a ttle as 

bei ng tmre unlawfully where t he parti es r efused to pay t he 

re quired tax within t en d ays af t er re ceiving notice and af t er 

the matter had been inv esti gate d by your off ice ; and t o t he 

reply of the Department under date of June 3 , 1 9 02 , wherein 

it 1as held t h at it 7as advisable t l1at aut h ority s hould b e 

obtained in each i nst anc e f rom t he Comu1 is s i oner of I ndian Af-

fairs and the See r t a ry of t.he I nterior prior to t m r emov a l of 

any stock by the Indian Agen t under said regulations. ~ and :' u 

state t ha t in compliance t here ith au t hority has been sk ed by 

46 6 . 
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tele gram . 

You report t h at the anount of money re ceived by the Indian 

Agent on account of "these cattle t axes' up to ugust 6 , 1902 , 

is 6,580.75, and that many of the l a r ger sto ckholders in t he 

Chickas w a tion have de cl ined to pay the tax . 

You for ward a copy of the not ice served upon said cattle men 

and also a commun ica t i on from e venue Inspe c tor Cobb requesting 

au t horit y for the removal of ·the parti e s therein named , and upon 

whom notice had previously been served . You r eport t h at it is 

i mportant t hat t he necessary authority be secured and t hat action 

be t aken by t re· I nd i an Agent at t he earlie s t possible date , to 

re mov e c at tle belonging t o pa rti e s who fail to pay at the expira­

tion of the ten days . You state t11at to r equest such au thority 

by ma il af t er tbe expiration of t he ten days muld s eri ously 

i nterfere ~i th the collecti on of said tax , and cause considerable 

del ay an<fl ex:pen se , far t he reason t hat it r equ ires f ro m 12 to 16 

days to communi cate wit h a nd re ceive r ep lies f'rom tbe Depar t me nt 

whe n letters ere sent through the usual channels , and t hat during 

t hat tirre the cond iti om in mm y instanc es have en tirely changed , 

ei t i3 r by tre disp os al Of c at tle to c itizens of tm na tion , or 

tm re nnv al of t he cattle to anothe r se cti on of t h e co~ntry , or 

for ot .he r cau ses . You further rep ort t hat -

"As t he only informat i on to be furnis hed the Department in 

each instance, is tm name s of tm parti es, together wi th t he 

f act t hat they have r efused or neglec t ed to pay s uch t ax , 

an d in vie · of t he compli cat ions , delay and expense , as above 

suggested , vbic h wo uld be caused by r e qL0 sting t 1.a ne ce ssary 

authority by mail," 

you reques t t r.et the authority be furnished by tele gr • 
4686. 
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efe ren ce i s ma de "Qy yo u t o se c t i on 2117 and also t o 

section 2147 of t ll3 Re vised tatutes , a n d to t he op i nion of 

t~ Attor ne y Gen eral d ated 'ep temb e r 7 , 1900 , holding t ha t 

th3 ep artm en t has aut horit y t o remo ve c a ttle pa s t u r e d on t be 

public l arrl s -.i thout I ndi an permit or l i c ense he r e su ch permi t 

or l icense i s re uir e d , and you f urthe r s tat e t hat t be ndian 

gen t has been auth or ized in one o r t o i nsta nces to r emov e 

any c a t t l e :found wi thi n t he l i mits of t ' Se mi n ole ati on .h i c h 

ere t be r e oo ntrary t o l aw , and you a ain s ugge st t h at if t he 

I ndian Agen t c an b e au t hor i zed to r em ove c a t t le unde r s a i d 

sec t i on 2 147 " wi t h out roc ur ing s p eci f ic au t ho rity i n each 

i nstan ce , " a c t i on c ould be p r omptly taken at t he e :xp :j_r at i on of 

t he t en da ys ' notice . 

be c ti ng ommis s i oner of 11d ia n Affa i r s for ;arded your 

s a i d r eport on ugust 19 , 19 02 , and su ggests t ha t t.t:l3 r e venue 

inspectors an d other office s en gaged in collec ting t l-e ca ttle 

t a xes should c learly an d di stinctly state the name s of t he parti es, 

tbe n umb er of cat t le t o be r emov e d , t he leng t h of t i e t h ey ha ve 

be en i n t he Ch i ckas aw a t i on, a nd any ot .te r fac ts rh i ch ma a id 

tbe e p artmen t i n a rri vi ng at a con clus i on , an d i f tre re be an 

re a so n why t m h i as avr sta tu t e s an d se c t i ons 2147 and 21 49 of 

the evi se d ta t u t es are no t appl ic able , a s ~ for i n sta nce , '' t 

o re r sh ip of a to n l ot by t he owne r of t .te c attle , t 113 se fa c t s 

should l s o be stated. " 

The Deparim en t co nc ur s in the mai n it t he sugges t i ons 

of the cti ng Coilli.i is s io e. r , nd does no t c onsid er it advisabl e 

to a uthorize t he u. s . I nd i an gen t t o r e:n ov e ca t t l e u nder t he 

provisions o'f section 2 147 . 

4686. 

Indeed , it ha s l~ re tofore he l d , 
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as stated by you , tht: t uthor ity should be obtained i n each 

i nstance from t ~ Commissioner , approved by tm ue c retary , before 

acti on is t aken relative to t he removal of e·rsons or property 

from tl~ Indian erri tory . 

Concern ing tr.e suggestion of tm ct ing Commi ssioner as 

to the desirab i lity of stating rme ther the o me r of t cattle 

is t l~ 0\1IJJer of a to\'"m lot , yo ur attention is invited to 

deparimental letter da~ed June 30 , 1902 , in response to your 

co rmnunicati on of June 1 0 , same ye 
' 

he rein ou ere instruct-

ed that , 

" henever th3 person from whom t ' tax is to be collected is 

'in la rful possession of any l ots or parcels of land in any tovrn. 

or city in t he Indian Territory which has been d esignated as a 

t own site under existing laws and treaties ,' and the only method 

o means of enforci~ th e p3.ymerrt of t he tax is by removing such 

person from the Territory , a demand far t.he t x seems , under our 

statement , to be idle and need no t be n:ade , but W!.erever the 

tax c an be oollec ted i n any other manner such as is su ggested 

by your letter and t .hat of the Indti an ffic e , you v.i ll make t e 

usual demand and procee d 'lith t m collection . " 

It i s not considered t hat bec ause a person is "in l a ful 

pos seas ion of any lots or p arcels of l and i n any tovm or city 

in the Indian Terri tory rhi ch has been de signa ted as a town 

s it e under existi ng laws and treaties " he is exempt f rom the 

payment of' t axes due upon cattle under t he Chickasaw law , and 

a ction may be t aken against the. ca ttJe in order to enforce t he 

payrre n t of t ffi Ja ful tax. 

A co py of tbe re por-t of t Acti ng Commissiore r is in clo sed . 

4686. 

Respe ctfu lly, 
Tho s. Rya n 

Acti ng ecretar y. 
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(Endorsed ) Union Agency No. 468 6 e cei ved Aug . 2 ,1902 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspe.ctor f or Indian Territory. \ ash ington, . ugus t 21, 
1902.Secretar y .-.:..--Relative to r emov al of cat tle and t l'E owne r s 
thereof from the CHI CK l JATI 0 ,. I ndi an Terri tory.----
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

W A S H I N G T 0 N . 
ITD.458-l903. 

W. V .D. 

The Attorney-General , 
Sir: 

January 17 , 1903 . 

4653 - D 

Referring to the previous correspondence relatin t o 

the Proceedings in replevin in the United States Cour t for the 

Southern District of the Indi a n Territory (Townsend , Judge) , 

whereby cattle -:roon, who are non-citizens of the Chickasaw Nat ion 

and who are insisting upon grazing their cat tle upon the l a nds 

of the Chickasaw Nation wi thout paying the permit fee or triba l 

t ax prescribed by the Chickasaw l aws, are now se eking , by such 

replevin proceedings, to inter cept or avoid the removal of their 

cattle from the Chi ckasa w Nat ion by the India n Agent , ho is 

a cting under regula t ions issued by the Secre t a r y of the Interior , 

I beg to call your attention to the followin g telegram re ceived 

by me f rom the Act ing Indian Inspec t or, who is also Indi n Agent : 

Muskogee , I.T., J anua ry 16th , 1903 . 

Sec'ty Interior, 

.ashington, D. c. 
Referring to telegr am fourteenth instant , under reg-

ulations, Chickasaw cat tle not bein seized f or t axes, but a re 

removed for being unlawfully Within Indian country , ha ve advised 

with the District Attorney , and maintain ca ttle not be i ng seized 

5606 
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but being removed, under provisions Intercourse law, requested 

him to bring matter f ormally before Judge Townsend , asking for 

an order directing clerks refrain from issuing writ of replevin 

for ca t tle being removed under intercourse law . He advises 

prep aring bill asking for injunction, but is sa tisfied court 

will not grant desired relief , and if appe aled, wi ll probably not 

be decided for a year . District Attorney states this request not 

in a ccordance with his jud gment and ha s so advised Attorne y Gen ' l , 

and requests the Department secure an opinion from Attorney 

General. Section fift y- five eighty-one Mansfield ' s diges t pro­

vides for deli very of property replevied to part .r suing out writs 

at the expiration of two da ys . It is my opinion that catt le can 

aga in be rounded up and removed after t he expira tion of two days 

that are found within Chickasaw Nat ion, although t hey ha ve been 

once replevied . Am clearly of the opinion tha t wr its of re plevin 

cannot be invoked to prevent Secretary of Interior enf orcing inter-

course l aws. We cla im no ownership in cattle , simply removing t hem 

when found within Indian country , in accordance with decision of 

courts. Re spectfully request that if Department concurs in my 

opinion I be directed to proceed a ccordingly . 

Shoenfelt, 
Act ing Inspector. 

The permit fe e or triba l tax in question is pre scribed 

in the Chicka saw a ct of May 3, 1902, which wa s approved Ex the 

President May 15, 1902, under section 29 of the a ct of Congres s 

of June 28, 1898 (30 Sta t., 495, 512). A copy of th is Chi cka saw 

act is printed on page 1 of the Regulations transmitted her ewith 

HOI 
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Section 2. of such Chickasaw a ct prescribed ~ 

That such privilege or permit t axes sha ll hereafter be 

payable to such person or persons , a nd collected under such rules 

and regulations a s n:a y be prescribed by the Secreta r y of the 

Interior. 

And section 4 thereof also prescribes: 

Tha t such privilege or permit t a xes s hall be due and 

payable a nnua lly, upon demand , a nd i f suc h t axes a r e not pa i d rhen 

demanded , the live stoc k upon which such t axes a r e due , s hall be 

held to be in the Chickasaw Na tion wi thout its consent , a nd un­

lawfully upon the l a nds of the Chicka saw~ , and the presence of 

s uch live stock, and owners or holders t hereof , withi n t he l i mi t s 

of said Nation ,, sha ll be deemed detriment a l t o t he pea ce and 

welfa re of t he Chickasaw India ns. 

In addition to being an authorized la w of the Chicka s aw 

Nation (Maxey y. right, 54 s . W. Rep ., 807 ; 17 Op . A. G., 134 ; 

18 Id., 34; 23 Id., 214; 23 Id., 528), this a ct is also a reg­

ulat ion of the President within the meaning of section 463 , 2058 

and 2114 of the Revised St atutes , which constitute part of the 

intercourse laws enacted by Congress under express Constitutiona l 

authority. 

The removal of these cattle, which , by re a son of the 

non-payment of the permit fee or tribal tax, are unla wful l within 

the Chickasaw Nation, a nd unlawfully depa sturing the lands of the 

Chickasaw tribe, is not only supported by the Chicka sa w a c t before 

cited, but is also warranted by sections 2147, 2149 and 2150 of 
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the Revised Sta tutes , in addition t o t h os e l as t ci t ed . The re gu­

lations of the Secr et a r y of t he Interior ca rry ing i nto eff e c t 

this Chickasaw a ct, whether it be rega rded a s a law of the Chick­

asaw Nation or as a re gula tion of t he President , one or bo t h , 

were made in the exercise of supervi$ory a nd d ire ct oria l author ­

ity specifica l ly given to t he Secreta r y of t he I nter ior by the 

third subdivision of section 441 of t he Revised Statutes and by 

sections 463, 2058 an d 2149 of t he Revised Sta tutes . 

The Secreta r y 's re gul a tions a re also, i n cont empla t i on 

of law, to be trea ted a s acts of the Rresident . Wilcox v . J a ckson 

( 12 Pet ., 498 , 513; Wolsey .!• Chapman ( 101 U. S ., ?55, 769 , ??0 ; 

arbury y. Madison ( 1 Cranch , 13? , 166 ); In re Neagl e (39 Fed . 

Rep ., 833 , 860.) 

By articles ? a nd 14 of the trea t y of June 22 , 1855 

(11 Stat ., 611,) it was stipula ted t hat a ll per sons , not be i ng 

citizens or me mbers of the Chicka sa w Nation , f ound wi t h i n its 

limits, shall be considered intruders, and be r emoved from and 

kept out of the same "by t he United States agent , a s s isted , i f 

necessary , by the milit ary;" and tha t the United States shal l 

protect the Chickasa ws f rom aggression by hite persons not 

subject to their jurisdiction a nd laws . 

There being no authority wha tever , anywhere , f or a 

judicial a scerta inment of who are intruders, or f or a j udicia l 

enforcement of the trea ty a nd statutory provisions r el a ting 

to such intrusion a s is here under considera tion , it f ollows , from 
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the express provisions in sections 441, 463 , 2058 , 2114 , 214? , 

2149 and 2150 of the Revised Stat utes, that the matter is one 

which is by l aw co·mmi tted to the Indi an Bureau, of hi ch the 

Secretary of t he Interior is the he ad , subject only to the su­

perior control of the President , and tha t the matter is t here ­

fore one of ~dministrat i on in t he Execut.ive Departments , over 

which courts have no a uthority or co ntrol. This is shown by 

the decisions of the Supreme Court i n the recent cases of Cherokee 

Nation v. Hitchcock a nd Lone olf v. Hitchcock . See , also, the 

sixth proposition (p . ?5) of defendants' brief in Morris v . Hitch­

cock, a copy of whi ch is t r ansmitted . A review of the decis ions 

in Chinese exclusion cases given i n Lem Moon Sing v . United States 

(158 u. s ., 538), shows that i t i s fully settled tha t congress 

may commit the enf orcement of the alien exclusion la s exclusive ­

ly to excut ive off icers, wit hout judicia l intervention, and 

tha t where this is done the a ct ion of the de signa ted executive 

authority is conclusive a nd not opento examihation by the courts. 

The l ast pa r agr aph in the Lem Moon Sing decision (p. 549} applies 

this in the f ollowing wa y: 

To avoid misapp rehension, it is proper to s a y that the 

court does not now express any opinion upon the question hether , 

under the facts stated in the applicat ion for the writ of habeas 

corpus, Lem Moon Sing was entitled, of right, under some l aw of 

treaty, to re-enter the United States . we mean only to decide 

that that question has been constitutionally committed by Congress 

to nruned officers of the executive dep~rtment of the government 

for final determination. 
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The action of the executive department in det e rmining 

what persons a nd proper t a r e unla wful ly in t he Chic ka saw Nat i on , 

and s hould ther efore be . r emoved , is equally conclusive . 

Another rule which is appl icable t o the s i tuat i on here 

under considera t i on is , t hat an ac t ion of replev i n ti l l not l i e 

tor persona l proper t y whi ch i s i n the cus t ody of the l aw . Cob e 

on Rep levin ( sees . 317, 318 ) Wel ls on Replevin (se c. 254) ; Shinn 

on ~plevin (217 , 228) ; Dixwell v. J ones ( 2 Di ll ., 184 ; s . c ., 

7 Fed. Cas., 767 , No. 3937); Day v. Compt on (37 L . J . L., 514) ; 

Slocum v. Maybe r ry ( 2 bar ., 2 ); Fr eema n v . Howe (24 How., 458 ) . 

The se ca ttle whi ch a r e be i ng removed f rom the Chickasaw 

Na t ion in t he manner and under the authority here i nbefore shown 

are, while i n the course of removal by the Indian Agent , i n the 

custody of the law , a nd f or t hat r ea son a l one a re not su b ject t o 

replevin . As s t ated by J udge Cooley , in ~eimer y . Bunbur y (30 

Mich., 201, 215 )--

To r equi r e tha t the a c t ion of the Government , in every instance 

where it t ouches t he r i ght of the i nd iv id ua l ci t i zen sha ll be 

prece ded by a judicial · order or sent ence a fte r a hea r i ng , v.ould 

be t o g ive t o the judiciar y a supr ema cy i n the sta te and se r i ous l y 

to impa ir and impede t he efficienc y of executive a cti on . 

Beca use of the exigen cy of the sit ua t ion , be ca use these 

ca ttle men have ha d r ecourse to t wo cour t s of equ i ty and have 

been unsuccessf ul i n ea ch , and because, s I bel i eve, t h e matt er 

is not subject to ·judicial examination or control, I re~p ectfully 

suggest, if it meets your approval,. that the United Sta tes At tor­

ney for the southern district of Indian Territory , and the Acting 

Inspector and Agent, be instructed, the f ormer by you and the 
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latter by me, that the administration and execution of the i nter­

course laws and treaties in question are matters in whi ch the 

courts can not interfere or impede executive action , and that 

therefore the remov a l of cattle thus unlawfully in the Chicka s aw 

Nati on should proceed in the prescribed and accustomed manner , 

without rega rd to the act ions in replevin and the writs is sued 

therein. 

In whatever f orm any matter is here i n stated , it is 

intended to be presented only by way of suggest i on , f or your 

consideration , in order tha t there may be like a ction in the two 

Departments. I beg to ask f or as early a respons e a s may be con-

veneient . 

Ver y respectf~lly , 

· E. A. Hitchcock , 

Secreta r y . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.5606 . Received J a n . 26 ,1903 . 0ffice of 
u. s. Indi an Inspector for Indian Territory . Was hingt on , Jan . 
23, 1903.Secreta r y---Encloses copy of letter from ttorney 
General to U~ s. Attorne y for South ern District, relat ive to 
removal of cattle, etc. 
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D E P R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R 

.liSHI NGTON • 

. I . T. D. 3916-1905 . April 19 , 1905 . 

United States Indian Insp ector 
• 

for Ind i an Territory , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of your letter af pril 4 , 

1905, transmitting a communica tion dated arch 20 , 1905 , from 

s . H. Taylor, Revenue Inspector , report ing r elati ve to t he 

in t roduction of cert a in cat tle int o t he Chickasaw Nation by J . 

s . Todd , of Mus kogee , I . T., f or t he purpos e of feeding said 

cattle a t t he cotton-seed oil mill at th a t pl ace . The Revenue 

Inspector reports tha t Mr . Todd is i ndispos ed t o pay t he introd -

uctory t ax o f 25 cent s per head, h i s view and th a t of his attorn-

eys being tha t the tax should only be pa id upon catt l e i ntroduc ­

ed for the pur pose o f grazing. In order to adjust the ma t ter 

fairly, Mr. Todd has de posited a certified check for 800. 00 , 

payable to the order o f the Indian gent , and you refer the rna t ­

ter to the Department for its decision. 

You inclose a copy of regulations governing the intro-

duction of holding of live stock in the Chickas aw Nation , ap­

proved June 3, 1902, and invite attention to the language of 

the act of the Chickasaw National Legislature, and section 1 

of the regulations prescribed thereunder, whi ch requires that 
11453 
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there shall be paid certain privileges taxes "upon live sto ck 

owned or held by non-c itizens within the limits of the Chicka-

saw Nat ion. n 

You state that it \ OUld appear that the Department would 

have no discretion in cases of this character, but would be r e-

quired to collect the sum of 25 cents for each head of cattle 

introduced by Mr . Todd into the Chickasaw Nat ion and held with-

in the limits thereof , whether for grazing , feeding or any other 

pu~pose , and you recommend that you be instructed to take action 

accordingly, i f your views me et the a pproval of the Depar tment . 

Reporting in the ma tt er pril 13, 1905 , the Indian 

office states tha t Mr . Todd is liable for a tax of 25 cents pe r 

head upon all the cattle in traduced by him , and recommen.ds that 

you be instructed to see that such tax is collectedo The Ind­

ian Office also states that it oelieves you sh ould satisfy your ­

self that t he amount deposited with the ,.gent is sufficient to 

pay the introduction tax on all cattle int roduced by ~ . T9dd 

since January l, 1904 . A copy of its letter i s inclos ed . 

The Depart ent concurs in the Indian Office recommenda­

tion, and you are requested t o take act ion accordingly . 

Re s pectfully, 
Thos . Ryah. 
Acting Secretary . 

Endorsed: Union Agency # 11453, Received pril 25 , 1905. Office 
of u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. vashington, Apr il 1~ 
190 5. Secretary . Should collect cattle tax from J . s . Todd, on 
cattle introduced by him into Chickasaw Nation, for feeding pur-
poses. 
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DEPARTI\8E Nr OF THE I TE OR , 
United tates Indian I1mpe ctor 

For 
INDIAN TERRITORY . 

Muskogee , Ind . T., . 

465 '7- B 

Chickasha , I . T . March 25 , 1907 . 

Mr . J . Geo . \' right ,, 

Insl)eCtor , Muskogee ,I . T . 

Dear ir : 

Up t o t his time I have s ent i n over $ 6,000 grazi ng tax 

on unallotted land in t is par t of the Chickasaw Nation , and 

still there is more to f<Ollow: I find that to secure the r e turns 

e should the public domain must be looked after vigorously 

right no , before the grazing season begins : it is absolutely 

i mpossible :for me to be in all t~ various p laces that I really 

should visit just at this ti me ; Indian Policeman Jos . Phillips 

knov<J s the country and people well , a n d has helped me i n this work 

before; it Y auld be of grea t benefit if be could be detailed 

to assist me for a whil e , to go afiead, and see the people , etc . 

I understand be is at present at work , but I believe this duty 

is most i mportant RIGHT N , and I respectfully ask that he be 

ordered to r eport to me at on ce . 

Respectfully , 

J . B. Kelsey . 

(Endorsed) . union agency no . 62744 Recd . Mar . 27 ,1907 Office of U . s o 
Ind . Insp . far I . T . Department of tbe Interior, Muskogee , IoT oChickasha 
I . T . Mar . 25 , 1 907 U. S . INill.AN I P CTOR FOR I IAN TERRI TORY, J . Bo 
Kelsey .---- Asks t hat Indian Policeman Jos . Phillips be det ~d a t 
once to assist h i m in work of co lle c ting g r azi ~ t a x in Chi c kasha 
Nat ion.--- -
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(Seal ) 9 

Chickasaw Nation. 

EX E CUT I V E D E P A RT NI EN T. 

CHICKAS iV NATION . 

Tishomingo, I . T. 

Hon . A. s . McKennon , 

Member Dawes Commission , 

uscogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir : -

Execu t ive Off icers: 

Douglas H. Johnson , 
Governor . 

Charles D. Carter , 
Na t'l Secretary . 

Palmer s . Moseley , 
Nat 'l Treasurer . 

wm. ( T . v ar d , 
Attorney General . 

De c . 3 , 1898. 

Acting Secretary of the 

Interior , Thos . E. Ryan , in a communica tion to our National 

Secretary , on the 15" ultimo , relative to the b ill passed by 

our legisl a ture , entitled "An Act cre ating a Commi ss ion to act 

with the Dawes Commission, in enrolling ci t i zens , and Free dmen , 

in the Chicka s aw Nation" , uses the followi ng l anguage , "On 

the 17" ultimo the Commissioner return ed said acts with his re-

port thereon , in which he sta ted , with r eference to the act 

creating a commi ssion to act with t he "Dawes Commiss ion , i n en-

rolling citizens and f reedmen of the Chicka saw Nation , that in 

a former report dated Septimber 30 , 1898 , made by him on a let ­

ter from ex- Governor R. M. Har r is of the Chickas aw Na tion vb o 

protested against the approv al of said act by the President , he 

recommended that the matter be referred to the Dawes Commis s ion 

1543 
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for report in prder tha t the Department might be fully prepared 

to , consider said ct wben presented . The Commissioner further 

stated tha t one of tbe members of the "Dawes Commiss i on" , Mr . 

McKennon" informall y stated that the objection raised by Mr . 

Harris to t he approval of the a c t , nanrely that before the same 

could be approved and the committee provided for therein be 

appointed by the Governor of the ation , the labors of the Dawes 

Commission with respect to the matter for whi ch said committee is 

to be appointed would be completed , or so nearly so , that a new 

committee (Mr . Harris having appointed one without compensat ion ) 

could render no practical services , was truert 

He further states that for this and other reasons , it has been 

recommended that the Pr esid ent disapprove said b ill , and since 

that time the bill has been returned with Presidential dis~p-

· prove said bill , and since that time the bill has been returned 

with President i al disapproval . 

This measure was i nstitu ted and passed ith a desire to 

act in harmony wi th the Dawes Commission , and all other parties 

interested . In fact it was generally understood that your 

Commission had expressed a desire to have our people furnish a 

committee to assist you , as pro vided by this act ; and it certain­

ly does seem that injustice has reached the climax , if our pro ­

perty is to b e divided , and we deprived of representation before 

the distri buting authority . 

As I understand , your Commission has yet to reg ister the enti re 

citizenship of the Choctaw Nation , and in the Choctaw Nation 

there are a great many Chickasaws to be enrolled , and even if not 

a Chickasaw is enrolled in the Choctaw Nation , our people wo uld 

be equally interested , in preventi ng names being recorded on the 

1543 
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Choc.taw Citizenship Roll , that are not entitled to be t here : 

Therefore, I do. not think it c a n be said that the labor of 

the Dawes Commission, with respect to this matter , is comple ted , 

until the entire roll of citizenship is finished . 

The disapproval of this proceed i ng , by the President , 

places our Commission in an extremely embarrasing position; since 

as you are a are , they were appointed , and have spent their means 

and time, in the pa rformance of such service, and now it seem 

that none of them will ever be paid for their l abo r . I would be 

pleased to hear from you , fully , concerning this matter , a t your 

earliest convenience. 

Very respectfully , 

D. H. Johnston 

Gov . c. N. 

(Endorsed) # 1543 Commission to Five Tribes , Musk ogee , Oklahoma, 
received Dec . 3 , 1898 . D. H. Johnson, Govr . Tishomingo , I . T. 
With reference to the disapproval by the president of an ct of 

the Chickasaw Council creating a citizenship Committee . 



47 173-B 

2 

S.C. Treadwe ll. Wm. H. Murray . • ~.: . Lucas . 
Foremer1y of Ft . 1orth, Tex. 

TREADWELL, MURRAY , 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNSELORS 

De ar. Tams Bi:x:gy 

Muskogee , I . T. 

De ar Si r : 

AND LUCAS . 

AT L A • 

Tishomingo , Ind . Ter . 
Dec. 21 , · 1898. 

Your letter containing the account of B. F. Kemp et al , 

was r eceived yesterday. 

A bill has passed the legislature providing for the 

full pay of all Qhickasaw Commissioners , colorded commission 

and wi tnesses . 

I trust it will be approved by the President . 

Truly , 

m. H. Murray . 

(Endorsed) # 1884, Received Jan . 3 , 1899 . · • H. Murray , Tisho­
mingo, 12/ 21/98. Bi ll for expe ns es of Chickasaw citizenship 
Cpmmission has · passed Nat 'l Council . 



CO · ·:ISSIONERS . 

Henry L . Dawes 
Tams Bixby 
Archibald s . McKennon , 
Thomas B. Needle s . 

Allison L . yle sworth , 'ecre tar y 

Hon. Tam s Bixb y , 

Acti:r.g Chairman 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Dear Sir ~-

4'2'19- A 
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DEPARTMENr OF THE I NTERI OR, 
Commission to t he Five · 

Civi l i zed Tribes . 

rdmor e , I nd • Ter .• 

J an • 20 , 18 9 9 • 

I enclose bere vdth for your consid e rat i on s ome ancien t docu-

ments a c quired accidentally (?) and i n wh ich , subje c t to your 

wishes , I desire to ret a i n a proprietary i nt ere s t . 

They reve al t be s e fac t s : 

lst Th a t the date of tbe Tr e aty of :B,or t Smith and t he d a te 

determining too status of' Choctaw and Chi ckas a Fr eedmen , as 

Sep t . l3 , 1865 . 

2nd That pur s uant to an ac t of t he Chicka s aw Le.g isla ture , 

and in compliance with a proc lamati on of' the Gov. of t he 

Chic lm saw Nat i on , t he Chic ka saw slave h olders reported in 

1865 tbe nalffi s , ages , sex , etc of slaves held by th an on 

Sep t. 13,1865 . 

It occurred to 1m that the Choctaw Nation may have . 

taken the same action , and t hat certified c op ies of the sla ve 

records of 't m se nations might be used a s a basis of t he Commis-

sion' s Freedmen rolls in sa:isi Nati ons. I believe Cap t . McY:ennon 

required each freedman app lic nt for enro ll.ment to i dentify 

2258. 
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himself' with som particul ar owner and it may be feasible to 

cbeck copies of tm 18 65 reco rd from th3 , t estimony taken by 

Mr . Corni sh. 

I regret tha t I was unable to procure a greate r number of 

th3 certi f ied list s of s la ves but regardless of the fact that I 

was willing f or one, or several more slight acc i dents (?) to 

h appen , like a man with a n acc i dent po licy (usually) I c ame off 

wi thout a n additional scratch . 

Respe ctfully , 

i> . B. Hopkins • 

(Endorsed ) Union Agenc y ro . 2258 Recd . Feb . 4 ,189 9 P . B. Hopkins , 
Ardmore,I. T. Jan . 20,189 9 Ardmore , I . T . Re l----to certa in ro lls pe r ­
taining to Chi cka s aw Fr eedmen .----
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S .C. TREADl iELL , m. H. MUR AY , . • 1. LUCAS . 
Formerly of Fort V'orth , Tex . 

TREAD · I.L , MURRAY & LUCAS , 

ATTORNEYS AND COUNS LORS AT LA~ . 

Prac tic e i n all the Courts of the Indian Territory 
and in Texas . 

No tary in Of fie e . 

4? 79 - B 

Ti shomil\g o , Ind. • Te r . , 
Jan . a3 th , l 899 . 

Hon . Tams BiXby , 

Ac ting Cha i rman Da es Com . 

us kogee , I . T . 

Dear S ir : 

Just om mon.th a , or ontm 28 thday of ecernber A. D. l 899 , 

was born another Chic ka saw, as evidenced by the affidavit here­

with , to Mrs. llen 6handler , (tm Th otmr) a Ch ickasaw by birth 

and Bud Chandl er (the ather) a non citizen . Mrs . Chandler was 

enrolle d at rdmore . Sre ·fas on a Visit at the date of t he 

child ' s birth , and the affidavit physician is the agency physi-

cian at Anadarko . These pe ople des ire t his Chick a saw heir - apparent 

t o be enrolle d . 

herefore I shall ask you to p ut him , the s aid Joseph B. 

Chandler , on a c ard , a ni kinily notify ne of such a ction that I 

may assure t hem that he i s not lost , nor denied al l the "Rights 

and privileges of other Chickasa s , n as e Int erma.rrie d man vas 

want to say . 

· ith sentin:e nts of highes t regards , 

Yours sincerely , 

m. H. Murray . 

These peopl e , I th.ink , live at inakah , I . T . 
2246 . 
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(Emorsed} Union Agency No.2 246 ecd~Feb.2, 189 9 · fm . H. uurray ,. 
Tishomirgo,I.T.Jan 23. ,18 99.----Furnishes phys ici an a ff idavit of 
birth of ch ild.----



COMMISSIONERS: 
T.AM3 BIXBY, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES , 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE. 

Wm.O.BEALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 

Department ot the Interior, 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

commission to the Five Civilized Tribes . 

Co:mmis sioner in C.ba rge , 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Muskogee , IlXlian Terri tory , 
August a> , 1904. 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory , 

Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of tbe tenth 

instant in which you state that tJ:e attention ot t~ enrollment 

division of your office has been called to a letter of the Com­

missioner in Charge under date ot August 6 , 1904, relative to 

certain oontests instituted at your office by persons who were 

granted Citizenship in t~ Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations by the 

decrees ot the United States Courts in Indian Territory , and from 

which no appeals were taken to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizen­

ship Court. 

In this connection you request to be adVised as early as 

practicable whether persons who occupy similar stat us to those 

mn tiox:ed in seneral af' tice latter ot August 6,1904, should be 

allowed to institute contest proceedings at your otfice as you 

have been under the impresSion that only those persons whose 

names appear as indexed upon the list ot ftCourt Claimants" furnish­

ed your ottice, showing that their cases had been appealed to 

t~ Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship Court, s bould be allowed 
3.f.ll. 
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to institute sucil contests, in addition to those persons who ap­

pear ~pon t~ list at undertermined applicants for enrollment. 

In this connection your office is directed to permit con­

tests to be instituted by :rsrsons appearing upon your records 

as applicants for enrollment whose rights have not been finally 

detemined. This direction applies not only to persons who are 

applicants before the Commission to t~ Five Civilized Tribes , 

but also to ~rsons who were adnitted by judgments ot the United 

Sta tea Court and hose cases are now pending before 'tile Chocta 

and Chickasaw Cit izen::b.ip Court and also to such persons as 

did not have certified to or appeal their cases to the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Citizenship Court w1 thin t~ ti~ prescr1 bed for 

the. t purpose. 

As to those cases pending before the Commission to the Five 

CiVilized Tribes your off'i ce bas been and ill be in t.te future 

promptly notified of' tn:, fin.Al di.sposition at smh cases by the 

Commission. In t~ event of' the enrollment of such persons and the 

approval t~reof by t~ Secretary of the Interior your office will 

be :tumished with the approved schedules containing the names of' sucb 

persons. W.OOre the enro.ll.nsnt has been refused by the Commission, 

you will be notified when the decisiom of the Commission refusing 

the applications have been a:f'f'irned by t.he Secretary of the Interior. 

As to those persons aanitted to citizenship in the Choctaw 

alll Chickasaw Nations by the United States Court in Irxli8I1 Terri tory 

and whose cases have been certi tied or appealed to the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Citizenship Court your office has heretofore been 

adVised ot t.be rendition of decrees by t~ Choctaw and Chickasaw 

3411. 
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Citizenship Court denying citizen ship to a1ch ~rsons. 

Where an applicBll t has been denied citizenship by a decree 

at the Choctaw and Chickasaw Cit.izenship Court the Certification 

of such decree to. the Commission is suf'fic ient evidence of the 

denial of his or her cit 1zenS1ip and the dismissing from the 

records of the Commission of any proceedings tllat may at that 

ti~ be pending. No further action has been taken by the Com­

mission as to persons denied by the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizen­

sh ip Court than to advise your office of tbe c ertifi cation to 

t~ Commission of the decrees of tbe Court denying su.ch applicants . 

As to those persons whose rights are in any manner depend­

ent upon persons whose cases are pelXling before the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Citizenship Court but who are not actually parties 

litigant before that Court, the Commission will dismiss the appli­

cations of such persons from t~ enrollment records of the Com-

mission. Of this action your office will, from time to time, 

be advised. 

As to t~ class of persODS who were admitted by judgments 

of the United States Court in Imian Terri tory and hose cases 

have not been certified ar appealed to tbe Choctaw am Chickasaw 

Citizenship Court your Attention is 1nvi~ia to., t.be following 

language in Sl opinion at the Assistant Attorney General of the 

United States ot ~ 9,1904, as follows: 

"That annulment at tile United States court judgment affirm­

ing a fa"VOrablB decision of tbe Commission to the Five Civilized 

Tribes upon ~ application for citizenship so far deprives the 

applicant of a favorable judgment as to devolve upon ,!:!!! the 

3411. 
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duty at causi~ his cause to. be transferred to the Citizenship 

Court." 

This cbctrim e.pplie s equally to those persons ho were 

admitted by t~ United States Court on appeal from an unf'avorable 

decision of" the Commission to t.b.e· Five CiVilized Tribes . As 

to all of the persons who were admitted by the United States 

Court and who have failed to appeal 1o t~ Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Citizenship Com-t the Commission will issue orders dismissing 

su.ch applications from tl:e Ellrollment records for want o'f juris­

diction. 

In all of' t~se cases wherein t~ citizenship of' any person 

has not been finally determined ei t.her by the Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes or by t he Choctaw and Chickasa Citizenship 

Court you will J;ermit contests to be instituted and take no 

action relative to t.be dismissal. of any proceedings ~nding 

before yom- office until you are specifically adVised and direc­

ted as to t.be final disposition of such. applications by the 

Commission. In no instance sh uld your office take tQ, ini tia-

tive in dismissi~ any proceedings w'.herein the rights of the 

applicants to enrollment appear upon your records as undetermined. 

Respe otfully, 

Tams Bixby, 

Chairman. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.34ll. Received Aug.29,1904 Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes,Muskogee,Indian Territory.Relative---­
oertain contests instituted by persons granted citizenship in the 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations by decrees of the u.s.courts in Ind. 
Terry, and from which no appeals were taken to t~ Choctaw and 
Chickasaw Citizenship Court.----
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'· lm. O. BE LL , 
Secre t ary . 

Address only t .be 
Co~~ission to t be Five 
Civilized Tribes ~ 

CoWffiissioner i nC _r ge , 

Department of the Interior , 

[us kogee , I ndian err i tory , 
August 27 , 19.04 . 

Chi ckasa 7 Land Off ice , 

Tishomi ngo , Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir : 

Referring to origi nal Chickasaw enrollment c ard 369 Lucy 

Thompson et al you are informed that the name of Cor nel ius 

Thomp son , s on of Luc y Thompson , age one ye ar , a full blood , h is 

f athe r bei ng Culb ers on Thomps on a Ch i ckas r:1 r es i di ng in t he 

Chaeta~ Na t i on , First District , ha s t oday be en pla ced on sa i d 

card as n ber 3 t hereon and the fol l o ri ng no tat i on has been 

placed on said c ar d . 

" No . 3 born 1. arch 31 , l 9 01 ; applicati on for h is enrol l ­

ment was made by father , Culberson Thompson , at oo . ~cAlester , I . T . 

De c. 22 , 1902 . Affidavits as t o birth of . o . 3 exe c uted at Harts-

horne , I . T . Dec . 24 , 1902 and r e ceived at office of Co111.1. ission at 

Mus ..:ogee , I . T . De c. 26 , 1902 . o . 3 enrolled Ausust 26 , 1 904 . " 

You are t herefor e re quested to rra}e l i ke addi t i on and 

notati on on t he duplicate o-r correspond i ng n ber i n your 

possession. 

1 espectfully , 

3548 . 
Tam s Bixby, 

n . 
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(Endorsed } Union Agency o.3548 . e cei ved Sep .6,1904 . Commission 
to the F ive Civilized Tribes,Muskoge~ , I ndian Territory. e garding-­
--original Chicka saw enrollrre nt c ard 369' Luc y ·rhomp son , Chic kasa -­
addition of her one year son to rolls .----
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D E P A R T ! E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE C IVILIZEE TRIBES . 

Muskogee , Indian Ter . 

c tob er 1 8 , 1904 

Fred T. 1arr , 

Chief Clerk Chicka saw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

I have been advised by 1r . s . H. Spooner , Spe cial United 

States Attorne y , Indianapol is, Indiana , tha~ he called your offic e 

up by tlephone (Sic' some few days ago and requested informati on 

relative to the enroll ment of Rober t Pettis, of Ta tum, Indian 

Territory , as a citizen or freedman o f the Chickasa Nation ; that 

he was advised by you that the matter would be looked up and he 

would be informed as to what was shown by t he records of your 

office in regard to this rna tt er; t hat he re.mained at Rof f a day 

and a half waiting for your off ic e to call him up , which was 

not done, and that he could not, during that time , although he 

~de s everal attempts , be placed in telephoni c communication 

with your office . 

You are requested to make a report in tAis matter. 

Respectf ully, 

Tams Bixby 

CHAIRMAN . 

(Endorsed) # 4305. eceived ct. 19, 1904 . tive Civ. Tribes. 
relative to enrollment of obert Pettis, of •ratum , r .T. 
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ashington, D. c ., February 8 t h , 1897. 

· To the Senate and House of epresentatives of the Unit ed 

States of America in Congress Assembled: 

'"Te 
r ' the under s igned Commissioners upon the part of 

the Chickasaw Nation of Indians appointed under an act of 

the Chickasaw Legislature to negotiate wi th the onorable 

Commi ssioners of the United States created by an act of 

Congress and appointed by t he President to negotiate with 

the Five Civilized Tribes, beg l eave to submit the fo l-

lowing: 

lst: ~e regret to say that we have not b@en able 

to agree to the agreement made between t he Commissioners of 

the United States and the Choctaw Nation . 

The agreement made and en t ered into i n December, 

last, at Muskogee, I ndian Territory, between t he United States 

Commissioners and t he Commissioners upon the part of the 

Choctaw Nation (to which the Chic kasaw Nati on was not a 

party, for the reason t hat up to that time the Chickasaw 

Nation had not authorized Co1mnissi oners to make such agree-

ment), in order to reach al l otment in severalty in fee to 

each allottee, provides; "That, in consideration of the 

mutual agreements and undertakings herein contained, it is 

agreed as follows: 

In consequence of the common interest of the 

citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations in the lands 
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of said Nations, and the possible · contingent reversion of 

the same to the United States, and i n order to f acilitate 

the carrying into effect the provisions of this agreement 

t o allot said lands in separate, individual owners ip among s 

said citi zens and rendering mos t useful to said ati ons t eir 

mining operations and town-sites, and for other purposes, 

it is agreed that immediately upon the final ratificati on 

of this agreement, eac h of the princi al Chiefs or 

of said Nations shall be by such ratification authorized to 

execute and deliver to the United State s in the name of his 

Nati on a deed conveying t o the Unit ed tates in trust all the 

interest of said tribe ~ nation in the lands of the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nations in the Indian Territory, which deed 

shall be. in trust for the sole purpose, ~ QQ other, of 

carrying into effect the provi s ions of this agreement 

touching the diviaion and allotment of said lands in indi ­

vidual h oldings by the citizens of ~aid ~ations , and the 

provisions herein required in respect t o said lands; whic h 

deed BIRll be in form satisfactory to the Attorney General of 

the United States, and shal l specifically define the nature 

and all limitations of sai d trust require d by this agreement 
States 

and the requirements of the Uni te.!!]in executing the same.; 

and the United tates shall accept such conveyance in trust 

for the sole purpose of executing and carrying into effect 

the requirements of this agreement in respect to said lands, 

and is hereby required, in so doing, by some duly authorized 

officer to execute and deliver a patent to each allottee and 



3. 

purchaser of a town lot, so that be may have the evidence 

under the authority and seal of the United States of a fee 

simple title, subject only to the restrictions required by 

this agreement and specified in the instrument itself." 

To tp~s mode of conveyance is the greatest objection 

made by the Chickasaw Nation; that objection is founded upon 

the well-known fact that years a go the Congress of the United 

States granted to certain railroad companies alternate 

sections of the public domain, some of which run through the 

lands owned by the Choctaw and Chickasaw l ations. And whi le 

it is true that when the grants were made there was no public 

land of the United States within t he Territorial limits of the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations-- and tbere is none now-- the 

Indians hold the fee to these lands; and, inasmuch as t he 

Government of the United States had no title to these alter­

nate sections when the grant was made, yet we fear that shoul d 

our two Nations vo luntarily convey the fee title to our lands 

to the United States, thab when done, it would be claimed by 

the Railroads that the. title in the alternate sections here­

tofore granted would innure to themselves; the result of which 

might cause long litigation between the railroads claiming 

the grants and such allottees as had selected allotments upon 

the alternate sections embraced in the grant, and, perhap s in 

the end, lose their homes. or this reason, more than all 

others, we, the Chickasaws, have refused to sign said agree­

ment. This may be imaginary danger; nevertheless, we prefer 
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to let the title remain in the Indian people of t he two 

Nat1ons until the allotments are completed and each allottee 

placed in possession of his or her al l otment ; then for the 

Congress of the Uni ted States to pass an act authorizing the 

Ex ecutives of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, respectively, 

without unnecessary delay, to cause patents to be issued to 

each allottee under the seal of their respective Nations , 

conveying to such allottee all the right, title, claim and 

interest of each and every member of t he respective tribes 

in and to said land thus allotted to the allottee. And the 

United States shall cause patents to be issued to each 

allottee, conveying all right, title, claim and interest of 

the United States in and to the lands thus allotted or ot er­

wise including the possibility of reversion to the United 

States, to such allotment. 

·e assure you that we are not onl y willi ng but anx­

ious to join our brother Choctaws in an agreement with t he 

United States by. which our lands may be allotted and out­

standing claims adjusted and ~uch other change s in our 

government as present conditions require-

r e are now ready to agree to the allotment of all 

the public domain belonging to the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

people, equally between their own citizens, freedmen excepted, 

and excepting~ such as may be found necessary for specific 

uses; provided, the fee title remain in the respective tribes 

until the allotments are completed a nd each allottee placed 
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in peaceable possession of his or her allotment, and all 

other persons removed therefrom; and wh en· such allotment shall 

be completed, the Executives of the two ations or Tribes 

be authorized and required by Congress to deliver under hi s 

hand and the Great Seal of the two Nations, within a reason­

able time, to each a llottee a patent conveying to him or her 

all the title of bis sai d tribe in and to such allotment, 

according to the conditions and limita~ions in this agree-

ment; after which the United States s hall cause patents to be 

issued to each allot t ee, which patent shall be taken and held 

to be a relinquishment to such allottee of al l interest of 

every name and nature of the United States in t he same; 

Provided; further, that the United States pay to the Chic-

kasaw Nati on their claim against the United tates for a r-

rears of interest on their trust funds; this claim is known, 

fixed and acknowledged by the United States, t herefore not in 

dispute; that, for their interest in that tract of countr y 

known as the leased district including Greer County, and 

other claims, they are willing to submit to the United States 

Senate as a Board of Arbitration. 

SITES. 

We will agree to lease the town lots in the different 

Towns for an annual ground rental; the Chickasaws think they 

ought to be allowed to designate the Towns to be so leased, 

and to fix the exterior limits of each, for the reason that 
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we desire to allot as much of the common domain to our 

people for homes as is possible, for we regard fixed homes 

as the foundation of civilization • 

. -.-

MINERALS. ---------
We are willing to agree that all minerals, including 

oil, Coal, Natural Gas and Asphalt, in or under the l ands 

allotted, shall not pass to the allottee but the title to the 

same shall remain in the United States in trust for the sole 

use of the Chickasaw and Choctaw citizens, fre edmen excepted. 

-.-
· R E V E NU E S. 

We are willing for the United States to collect all 

our re~enues growing out of royalties on minerals, stone, or 

timber, and the leasing of town lots, and hold the same in 

trust, or so much thereof as may be necessary, for educational 

purposes; the balance, or so much thereof as may be necessary 

to sustain the honor, integrity and expenses of our local 

government, to be at the disposal of our own Legislature • 

. -.-

. -.-
Our people feel that in making allotments of our 

lands, leasing or selling town lots, fixing the boundaries, 
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and the boundaries of all lands reserved from allotment for 

public buildings, cemeteries, &c ., that th~y should be re­

presented by a Commission of their own people selected by the 

authorities of their local Government • 

. -.-
0 U T S T A N D I N G C L A I M S . ----------- -------

The reason we ask payment of arrears of interest, 

long since due on our trust fund, and a mode of settling 

our interest in the leased district before we change our 

long-cherished e~atem of holding lands in common to that of 

severalty, is because our people understood when your Honor ­

able Commission was f i rst appointed that i~ we would agree 

to a l lotment of our lands and the adjustment of minerals 

and town-sites, they would settle all outstanding claims 

we might have against the United States; besides, we think 

it right, for we know from experience that it usually re-

quires about two generations, and a large sum of money, to 

prosecute to final judgment an Indian claim against the 

United States. For that, and other various and just reasons, 

we want to settle up, as we go, the arrears of interest claim, 

was found due us by the United States Court of Claims and 

the award of the Secretary of the Interior, as provided in 

the 4th Article of the Treaty of 1852; and payment has been 

recommended no less than seven times-- always acknowledged to 

be due us by the Department that keeps the Books; not our 
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books, but the Books of the United States. There being no 

dispute between the government and the Chickasaw Nation, 

we respectfully ask payment; and, as her ~tofore stated, we 

are willing upon our part as stipulated in the Choctaw agree­

ment, to submit the claim of the Choctaws and Chickasaws 

to that tract of land commonly known as the balance of the 

leased district, including Greer County to the Senate of 

the United States as a Board of Arbitration. 

Always being ready and willing to agree to a fair 

and equitable a d 'ustment of our local a ffairs, a s well as all 

claims that we may have against the United States, or t hat 

they may have against us. 

Trusting in the justness or our cau s e and the honor 

and integrity of the United States, we trul y hope soon to 

reach an amicable settlement of all matters touc hi ng the 

interest of the Choctaw and Chickasaw people and the United 

States. 

ith great respect, 

We have the honor to be, 

Your obedient servants, 

(Signed) R. M. Harris, Chairman Com. 

~. L. Byrd 

R. L. Byrd 

s. B. Kemp 

D. C. Walker 

wm. M. Guy 



Issac 0 . Lewis 
}.., 

Richard :Me ish 

9. 

(Endorsed on back: Memorial of the Chickasaw Nation to t he 

Congress of the United States.) 

Signed Memorial. 

(Copied b' BEW, March 28, 1934.) 
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CHICKASAW CORRESPONDENCE. 

---~--~~----------~--~~-----~- ---------------~--------- -

Washington, D. C., February 11th, 189?. 

To the Honorable Dawes Commission. 

Gentlemen:-

We have the honor to hand you copy of 

memorial this day presented to the Congress of the United 

States. 

Copy L. S. 

Very respectfully, 

. M. Barris , 

Governor of the Chickasaw ~ ation & 

Chairman ex-Officio of 

The Chickasaw Nation . 

(Copied by BbW, March 28, 1934.) 
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Executive Department, Chickasaw Nati on , 

R. M. Harris , Governor . 

7098-A 

Tishomingo , I. T., Nov . 8th , 1897 . 

Chai r man Dawes Commission, 

Muscogee, I . T. 

D <". ear .Jlr;-

Our Legislature bas ratified the Treaty entered 

into at Atoka, I. T. oame was ratified on the thirtieth 

day of October , 1897 . I will issue m~ proclamation soon for 

the :people to vote on same., a1s the law directs , and as soon 

as the election is had , will inform you as to the result . 

Will send you copy of our roll as soon as the 

printer finishes same. 

Very re~pectfully , 

R . M. Harris, 

Governor , c. N. 

Pr National Secretary, C. N. 

Copy L. S. 

(Copied by BE , March 28, 1934.) 
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Dunc an , I . T., Feb . 17 , 1899 . 

Hon . John s . Hammer , 
Unite d States I arsha ll , 

Sou t hern Distri ct , Indian Territ ory , 
rdmore , I . T. 

My De ar Si r : 

?130-A 

I submi t to you the follow i ng st a tement relative to the charge s 
sent t o the Honorable ecretary of the Interior at va shington , D. c. 
by Mrs . Katy Green , of Comanche , I . T., aga i nst me . 

The party was evicted under a write of possession , in re . of 
J. " • Weaver vs . s . F . Green and w. H. Green , in an action of forc ­
i ble entry and detainer . The writ was issued on January 5 , 1899 , 
by t he Cl er k , at Ryan , I . T., and served on ·cthe 7th day of J ~-n . 1899 , 
t he defendant being allowed ten days in which to make bond and re­
tain pos s e s s ion of the place . In failing to execute said botd on 
J a n. 19th , 1899 , I dispossessed defendants and placed the plain-
tiff J . • Ve aver in possess i on thereof , he having executed his bond 
of $90 0 . 00 with B. F • .1delton , J . B. Patterson , and R. J . lle n as 
suret ies t hereon . The men wh o ass is ted me, in removing the defend­
ant s were J . D. Stegall of Duncan , I . T. , and one of J . w. deaver ' s 
h ired hands . e removed their goods as carefully as possible , and 
also t hat I was not in any way under the influence of liquor ; any--
of J . ~-- . Weaver1s family wi l l bear me out in t his statement , rela ­
ti ve to being intoxic ate d . The stove she cla ims to have been bro ­
ken was a very old worn out one , and in pl a cing it in the wa gon it 
came to pie ces and was partly broken . I did in thecase only as my 
duty a s an officer required . I will say further that upon invest­
i gati ng the matter you will find that the party whos e name is s ign­
ed to the telegram i s a club foot and a woman of unsound mind in 
the str onge s t sense of the word and could not ha ve sent t hemes­
sage . 

Her husband she re f ers to is a man 30 years her senior and 
mar r ie d her to obtai n a ri gh t as a citizen in the Chickasaw Ja ti on . 
You c an find the truth of t his matter by writing to the following 
named parties : G •• Stil l , Cashier of the Merchants and Planters 
Bank , J . V. isenant , a merchant ; ·• T. owell , JIJ . D., J . 1 . Mc­
Fall , u. s . Constable ; J . B. Patterson , a merchant ; R. B. 1rensley, 
a merchant , and H. r . a l ver t on , u. s . Commissioner of Duncan , I . T. 

I am , yours very truly , 
T. E. Li lly , 

Deputy . 
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DEPART T OF THE INrrERIOR . 

Wahington , arch 2 , 1899 . 

Mrs . Katie Green , 
Comanche , Indian Ter r itory . 

Madam : 

Your complaint , by telegram , da t ed January 20 , 1898 , aga inst 

Deputy 1iarsha ll T. E . Lilly , Dunc a n , Indian Terri tory , was refer ­

red to the United St at es Indian Ins pector , for the Ind i an Ter r i ­

tory, for investiga t ion and report . 

On the 21st ultimo said Indi an Inspec tor transmitted to the 

Department a report from t h e United St atas ·arshal , d a ted ·rdmore , 

Indian Territory , Februa ry 18 , 18 99 , inclosing copy of t he answer 

of the said Lilly t o the charges made b.y ycu o 

Said copy is inclosed herewith for your information . 

Ind. Ter . Div. 
1?6-489-1899 . 
1 inclosure. 

Respectfully , 

(signed) • • Hitchcock , 
Secr:etary . 

Through the Cornmissio :1e r of nd ian ffai rs and the 
Indian Inspe ctor f or the Indian Terri tory . 
Ori~inal mailed to rs . Green 11arch 6 , 1899 . 

(Endorsed) Union ·~gency If 13 , rec e ived 1ar . 6 , 1899 , ffice of 

u. s . I ndian Inspector for I . T . nshington , March 2 , 1899 . Sec -

ret ary . Addressed to Frs . raty Green : Enclosing letter fr om T. E . 

Lilly, Deputy u. s . r~:arsh all , in answer to c harges made against himo 
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AN ACT PID VIDI NG ...! R A COMrv I SSI ON ON BEHALF OF TEE CHICKASA '{ 
NATION TO .r GOTIATE A T R ATY · ITH THE. UNI TED STATES CO W I SSI ON 
TO T1If5 FIV~ CIVILIZED T RIBES , AND FOR OTHER PURP OS ES . 

BE IT ENACTE D .BY THE LEGIS LATURE OF TFffi CHI CKA.S { NATION: 

uection 1. Tha t the Gov ernor of the Ch ic kasaw Nati on is he r eby 
authorized and di re c ted to appoi n t f our perso n s who , t og e t h e r 
With himself a s chairman ex- offie.io , c onstitute a Commi s si on 

to meet the Unite d S t a t es Cornnission to t he Five Civ il i zed Tribes , 

and jointly With suc h Commi ssion as may be created and a ppoint ed 

on beha l f of t he Choctaw a ti on , negotiate a Treaty , supp l e -

mentary to t he "Atoka gr eemen t " , p r ovid i ng f or r a tifyi ng and 

closi ng t~ ci ti zensh ip rolls , a ni t oo adjustment and settlement 

or all ot he r mat t e r a ffecting tbe rights and i nt er ests of t he 

Choctaws and Ch icka s aws ; a nd suc h treat y that ma y b e made to 

that end shall be co me e ffec t ive only wh en submi t t ed and r a tifie d 

in like manner as t he "Atolm Agr eEmen t . tt 

Secti on2. Tha t t he compe nsati on of t he members of sai d 

Commission s h all be f our dollars per day and e:x;pens e s wh ile engaged 

i n a ctua l s e rvic e ; and such amount i s hereby approp r i a t ed f or 

that p urp o se , and the National Audi t or shal l is sue h is varrant · f or 

the . compens a ti on of each member , upon t he c ert i f icate of t he 

Governor , and the National Tre a surer shal l pay t he same out of 

any money i n hands , or t hat may come i n t o his hand s not other ­

wise ap propriated. 

Approved J a nuary 10 , 1901 . 

D.H.Johnston 

Go vernor Chickasa at ion . 

Approved Februa ry 5 , 1901. r LLIAM McKINlEY. 

(See D-1738} 
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DEPART N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I R, 

ashing ton. 

Uni-ted States Indian In~ ector 

for the Indi an Terri tory, 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

February 7 , 1901 . 

The a ct of t he Chickasa Nati on entitled "An Act prov iding 

f or a Commission on behalf of tm Chi ckas aw Nation to negotiate 

a treaty with t~ United States Commission to the F ive Civili zed 

Tribes , and f or othe r purposes , " approve d by t.be Governor 

January 10, 1901, was transmitted b y you January 19th and b y 

the I ndi an Office Januar y 3 0th. 

aid act was appr oved by the Pr esi dent February 5 , 1901 , 

and it is i nclosed herewith for proper dispositio n , toge t her 

With departmental lette r to tre Presi den t and copy of t he r epo r t 

of the I ndian Office . 

Ind.. Ter . Div. 
463-1901. 
3 inc1osures. 

Respectfully , 

Tho s . Ryan 

Acting Secre t ar y . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No.1738 Receive d Feb.l4 ,1901 Office of 
U. S .Indian Inspector for Indi an Territory. a shing ton , Febru a ry 
7, 1901 Secretary.----Chic ka s aw Act providing for co mmission to 
negotiate treaty with Dawes Commission AP.PRO Do----
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DEPART E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

ashington . 
I. • D.5435-1901 . January 17 , 1902 . 

The President. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit herewith f or executive 

action under t he provisions of secti on 29 of the a ct of June 

28 , 1898 (30 tat ., 495) , an act of the Legislature of the 

Chickasaw ation entitled "An Act creating a commiss i on on 

behalf of the Chickasar Nation to negotiate a treaty supple ­

mentary to t he Atoka agreement ·ith the United States Commi s ­

sion to t .he i ve Civilized Tribes and for other purposes . " 

aid a ct authorizes t he Governor of the Chickasar 

Nation to appoint a co mmission of four members to meet the 

Commission to t he Five eivilized Tribes and negotiate a 

supplementa l agreement providing for t he ratifying and closing 

of the citizensh i p rolls and the ad jus tment and set tlement 

of all other mat ters affecting t he rights and interests of t he 

Choc tav and Chickasaw Nations , and decla res that said agree ­

ment shall becolm effective only upon being ratified by vote 

of t he "Chic kasaw and Choctaw people in l i ke manner as the 

Atoka agreement . " 

ection 2 of said act f i xe s the com ensati on of the 

members of tbe commission at five dollars each per day while 

in actual service , and ten cents per mile one way mileage 
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over t he most dire ct rail a~r r oute , and appropriates the sum 

of ~1,000, or so much t he r eof as may be necessary . The at i on­

al Aud itor i s al s o directed t o issue his warrant s upon t he 

nati onal treasurer upon t he certi f ic ate of the Governor of 

the Chickasaw ation f or t he compe nsa tion and mileage . 

The United t ates I ndian I nsp ector f or t he Indi an 

Terri to r y r ecommends t hat s ai d act be approved , and his r ecom­

mendat i on i s concurred in by t he Commissioner of I ndian 

Affa i rs . 

On August 5 , 1901 , t he epar t ment authorized the 

Commi ssi on to the Five Civilized Tri bes to negotia te . i th t he 

representat i ves of t he Cho ctaw and Chickasaw a tions , 

"having i n vi ew the f ixi ng of a date for closing t he rolls , 

a mod i f ication of the p l an for t he allot ment of l ands , and 

suc h ot he r r emedial and supplementary features as are appar ­

en t l y r equ ir ed to carry out t he gener a l r evi s i ons of the 

toka agreement . " The Commission was direc ted , before s i gning 

the a r eement to submit a draf t t he reof to t he epartment 

i n order tha t modi ficat i ons mi ght be made , i f any ere deemed 

necessary . 

There ap ears to be no lega l or other objection 

to sai d act , and I have , therefore , t o r eco nrnend t hat the same 

be proved . The I nsp ec t or ' s r e or t and a co y of the 

Commissioner ' s le t t er are i n closed here .ith . 

espec t lly , 

B. . Hitchcock . 

Jecretary . 

3 i nclosure s . 
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(Endorsed ) Union ency No . 3442 eceived J an . 30 ,1902 f fice 
of U. 3 .Indian Insp ector , for Indian erri tory . ~ashing ton , 
Jan.20,1902 'ecre t a ry .----CHI ~ ACT cr eating commis­
sion to negotiate treaty supplemental to Atoka Agreement 
APPROVED Jan.20,1902 .----
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CHICKASA V CAPITAL , 
R . H. SIMPSON, Editor . 

) 

Tishomi ng o , I . T., 

August 1 2 , 1902 . 

Hon . Tams Bixby, 

Chairman of Dawe s Commission, 

Musk ogee , I . T . 

Dear S ir : 

A large numb e r of our ci t i zens , including my self ,. are 

e·xtremely anx:i. ous t ha t you. s h ould c orre t o Tishoming o and de l i ve r 

an a ddre ss to tbe I n di en citizen s on t he Supp l ane nt Agr eeme nt . 

·,e are all af op i n i on t ha t an addre ss f r om you a n d an expl anatio n 

of t he agr e an ent an d i ts bearing on t he welfare of t he I ndi an 

Cit i z en s v.i 11 ha ve g r eat vrei ght wi t h man y of the I n di an s who are 

s till i n doubt on t he subje ct , an d muld t en d largely t o t he 

rati.fic a t ion of t he a gre erJilent . If yo u c an c ome , and i ll fix 

a date .rh ich will s uit yo ur convenie nce , ve i l l arrang e for a 

l a rge meeting of Indian Citizens f r om tm surrounding c ou n try. 

For one , I feel th at . your comi ng v.£1 11 resu l t in much good , f or 

I think the Indians ri 11 a ccept wha t yo u tel l t he m as t be truth . 

fhi l .e we all a re of opi n ion that t re a gr eemen t i 11 car ry , e de­

sire to l eave nothing undore that vdll t end to that re su l t . 

· On behalf' of our citi z ens , I c an a ssure you of a cordia l 

f@ception , and that we Will u~ our best endeavors to make your 

stay while with us as pleasant a s p ossible . ve recognize t.ha t 

you have many calls on yom- ti:rr.e and much l a bor t o pe rform in 

the arduous work o-r the Commission but I sincerely ho!X' t ha t you 

819 . 
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can see your ay to co~ to us. 

Hoping far a favor able r e spons e ~nd wit h assuran ce of 

highest considerations, I remain , 

Yours ve ry truly , 

R . H. S i mp so n . 

(End or sed) Union gen cy o . 819 ela t i v e ----To Tams ixb y , 
Chairman of Dawes Commis~ion , delivering an a ddr ess to the I ndian 
citizens at Tis homi ngo , on t he upplemen t a l Agr e eme n t , giving 
tQ,m an expla na tion of same .----
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B I L L 

EREAS , 1 any ques tions of g rave importance tot~ Ch icka-

saw people i 11 b e brought to t he a ttention of too Department 

of' the Interior and the present and comiP.g sessi on of Congress : 

AND .L 'AS , uch ill be done at a shington durir:g the 

next fe w months looki ng to the final determi nation of me tribal 

affair s of the Chickasaw people , vb ich condi.tion seems to nece s ­

sitate representation of t~ Chickasaw people before the Depart ­

Irent of t h e Interior and Congress in tbe near fu t u re if ordi nary 

prudence deser es co nsidera t i on : 

AND 'fHERE , we the rrembers of the Chickasaw Legislature 

in speci aJ. s ession assembled have profound faith in t~ wisdom 

and sincerity of t~ Governor of t he Chickasaw ation in the 

premis es : 

THS REFOR , BE IT ENA.CT.ii;D BY THE LEGI SLATUR ' OF THE CHICK.A­

SA ·l NATION, That the Governor of t he Chickasaw Na tion be hereby 

emp owered and authorized to appoint a delegation consisting of 

three citizens of the Chickasaw Nati on , hose duty it shall be 

to go to ·Iashington , D. c., and represent t he Chickasaw people 

in al l mat te rs where in t!'eir interests are inv olved and Thich 

may de:rmn<fit their attention . 

BE IT FtJRT!I.l;!;R .J:tlTAC T 1 D, That the compensation of said de l e ­

gates for their services as such shall be One Thousand ( 'i lOOO . OO) 

each, and upon approval of this act by tbe Governor of the 

Chickasavl Nation and the President of t~ United States , The 

Auditor of Public Accounts of tre Chickasaw Nation shall issue 

warrants to each of tre delegates appointed under this a ct in 

the amounts as hereinabove mentioned, and the Treasurer of the 

16716 
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Chickasa Na tion shall pay the s aid warr ants out of ny funds 

in his hands or wh ich may cone into his hands , and h ich are not 

ot herV:ii se ap propria ted . 

Passed t~ House this the. 20th day of De cember , A. D. l906 . 

ecommended by • o. mith . C . H. Bro m , 

pe aker of t h e House . 
Attest : 

v. F . a rd , 

Clerk of the House . 

Passed the Senate this the 22nd day of December , . D. l906 . 

~ . • V. Cheadle , 

resident of t he ena te . 
Attest : 

o. D • • h ite , 

ecretary oft~ Senate . 

Approved t h is t h e 22 day of De cember , • D., 1906 . 

D. H . Johns ton , 

Gov ernor of the Chic ka sa If at i on . 

THE 'iHITE HOU I 

January 25 , 1907 . 
APPROV D: 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . l6716 ecei ved F'eb . ll , l907 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspe ctar f cor Indian Terri tory • ·ashington , D. C. Jan. 
28 , 1907 . Secretary.----Returns approv ed a ct of Chi ckasaw Legislature 
providing for a delegation to visit lashington to represent Chicl<:a­
saws before Congress and the Department .----



DEP AR1MmT OF 'IHE INrERI OR , 

~ ashingto n . 

I.T. D.l438-190'7 . cTanuary 28 , 190'7 . 

United States Indi an I nspe ctor 

for Indian Terri tory , Mus k ogee , Ind . T . 

S i r : 

There is returned .here rith f or appropriate disposition t he 

a c t of the National Le g i s l atu re of the Chickasaw at i on , received 

with your le t ter of J a nuary 5 , 190'7 , provi dirvs fo r a dele gat i on 

to visit Vashington to represent the Chickasaw peo ple be f ore 

Congress and the Departments in a ll tter s vme r ei n the ir 

i ntere s ts are involved . Sa i d a ct was appr oved by t he Pr esi den t 

on January 2~ , 190'7. 

A co p y_ of I ndi an Office letter of January 21 , 190'7 (La nd 

1923- 0 '7), suhnitting your r ep ort , is inclosed . 

Respec tfully , 

cTesse • V ilson 

Assistant Secretary . 

Thr ough the Commissione r of Indian Affairs . 

2 inc l osures . 

1 6716 
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AN ACT 
To authorize Mrs.Mattie O.Fisher to establish and maintain a ferry 
at the Fish e r crossing on t .be ~ashita Riv er . 

WHEREAS , The Washita River is a deep and Wide stream, impassible 
except by boatlf at most seasons of t~ year ; an 

Wlm:REAS• The Fisher Crossing on said river is at a place on the 

roa leadi~. from Oakland to Tishomin~o and various other impor­

tant towns in the Chickasaw Nation , and a great necessity exists 

for the establishment and ma intenance of a ferry at suc.h crossin~; 

THEREFORE, Be it enacted by the Le~islature of too Chickasaw 

Nation, That Mrs . Mattie o . F isher is hereby authorized to establish 

ancl maintain a ferry at t~ Fisher orossi~ about to miles south 

of Tishomin~o on the rashita Riv e r for the accomo at ion of 

travelers and emi~rants, drovers and the public ~enerally, an 

to secure her ri~hts a~ainst tresp~ss she i s hereby authoriz ed to 

fence the lan in~ on each si e of said river an put up gates if 

iesirable. 

Sec.l. Be it further enacted that sai Mrs . Mattie O. Fish r 

shall at all ti me s keep a tpo , trusty an efficient boatman a t 

said ferry, and a commodious and safe ferry boat fo r t he use of 

all persons desiring to cross said river a t such point. 

Sec.3. Be it further enacte that said Mrs . Mattie O. Fishe r 

shall be allow~' to charge the following rates for the passage of 

persons, stock and so forth; 

For each vehicl and team-----------~----------------- - --­

Other stock, per hea ,-----------------------------------­
Sheep, ~oats, and h~s, per head ,-------------------------
Man on horse,--------------------------------------------­
Footman,--------------------------------------------------

50 ¢ 
10 c;, 

5 
25 ct 
10 rt 

Sec.4. Be it further enacted that the ri ~hts and privileges 
herein ~iven urs.Mattie o.Fisher shall be and remain in full fore 
en a. effect for the pe ri04i of ten years from an after the passa~e 
of this Act; this Act take effect from ani after its passa~e. 

29 
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Recommenied by JAS. COLBERT. 

Passei the House ot Representatives February 10,1899 

Attest; M.V.CHEADLE , Speaker . 

J.L.Thompson, Clerk. 

Passed the Senate February· 11,1899. 

SIMON KE1~ , President of tbe Sena te. 

Attest; 

R.L. REAM, Secretary. 

APPROVED , ~ebruary 11,1899. 

D. H.JOHNSTON, 
Governor Chickasaw Nation 

Attest; 

29 

C.D.CARTER, 

National Secretary. 

-----------------

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

Washi~ton, March 7,.1899, 

Approved.; WILLIAM McKINLEY. 



T.t.: Honorable 

99 
Department of tb!t Interior, 

OFFICE CF INDIAN A:FFAIRS , 

Washin@;to n, March 3 ,1899 . 

Tr.· Secretary or the Ihteri cr. 

Sir· 
' 

Enclosed herew:t. th is a report af February 23 ,. 1897 , from Inspec­

tor ri~ht transmit ti ~ an act c£ the Chickasaw National Council 

reneW.i. ng the eba.rter of a ferry ru n by a Mrs. Fisher , at the 

Fisher Croo sint; , on the #ashi ta River. 

Th! a ct appears to be in proper form and is du ly certifiei 

an Inspector ~rie;ht recoliiiiJ3nis its approval , in which recomm­

enG.ation this of fiee concurs. 

Very respectfully, 
Your: obe ient servant , 

A. C. Tonner . 

Acti~ Commissioner . 

29 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Washi~ ton. . 

March 6 ,1899 . 

T.t. Pr esi aent. 

Sir ;-

I have the honor to submit herewith , for executive 

action , under the provisions aif the Agreen:errt set out in Section 

29 o-r the Act af Col:l;ress , approve June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat .,495) , 

m Act of the Le~islature G:»f the Chickasaw Nation en title , "An 

Act t o " authorize Mrs . Mattie o . Fis.her to establish and maintain 

a rer ry"at the Fisher crossi~ on the Washita River . " 

Sa :i.d.. Act was approve by the GCNemor of the Chickasaw 

Nati on on the lltb ultimo , anci it is reconJ.lJBn e for approval by 

t he Unitei States Inclian Ins~ctor for the Iniia.n Territory, whose 

r e coilllD! ndati on is cone urred in by the Commissioner of Indian Af-

f ai r s . I .have , therefore , to recomm m that s a:L Act be approv 

by ycu , anci enclose herewitil the letter of the Indian Inspector 

eni a copy of the report of the Commis siouer transmitting the sae . 

Ini! . Ty.Di v . 
560-1899. 
3 enol os . 

29 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hitchcock. 

Secretary. 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washi~ton , 

Mr.J .Geor~e Wri~t , 

U.S.Iniian Inspe ctcr 
:f'or th e Inii an Terri t ory, 

Musc~ee , Ini.Ter. 

Sir; 

March 8th,l899 . 

The act of the Le~ isla. ture of the Chickasaw Nati on 

en ti tl t "An Act Jo au tharize Mrs. Mattie O. Fisher to e sta.b­

lish and maintain a :f'erry at t.te Fisher crossi~ on th vashite. 

River" , approved by the Governor of said nation on February 11, 

1899, was submitte to the Prwsident on the 7th instant , and 

returned by him approved on t he sa e day . Said act and the 

epartmental letter of transmittal to the President together with 

a copy o:f' the report of Acti~ Commissi oner of Indian Affairs 

thereon are herewith transmitted to you :f'or appropriate action. 

Ind.. Ter • DiT • 
560-1899. 
3 Incl.osures. 

Respe ctful1y, 

Thos . Ryan 

Acti~ Se cretary. 

Throu~ tJ~ Commissioner ot In ian Affairs . 

(Endarset) Union ~enoy No. 29 Received Mar 13,1899 Office ot 
U.S.Indi_an. Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington , March 8 1 1899. 
Secretary.----Returns Act of the Chickasaw Le~islature entit1ed­
"An Act a.uthorizin~ Mrs.Mattie o.Fisher to establish and maintain 
a terry at the Fisher oroesin~ on the a.shita. Ri~er." Approvet by 
the Presiient on March 7,1899. 



1.02 ? 221 --~ 

D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
W SHINGTON. 

I . T. D. 1968- 1903 . 
6298- 1902 . February 26 , 1903 . 

Uni t ed States Indian I nspector 

Si r: 

for the Indian Terri tory , 

Muskogee , I ndian Territory . 

February 14 , 1903 , the Acting Inspe ctor reported relative 

t o a communica tion from Joseph F. owords , of Sulphur , Indian 

Territory , in regard to the desire of residents of that t own to 

encroach upon the governme nt reservation at Sulphur for the pur­

pose of erecting a br idge acros s Rock Creek . The cting Inspec­

t or reports that he found upon personal inspection , tha t the bridge 

should be construc ted upon the street south of the one where the 

same is now contemplated , and he states that he understands that 

the proposed bridge is to be built by popular subscription, and the 

control of the s ame to be turned over to the municipal government . 

In view of the fact that such a bridge would be of great benefit 

t o the town, and as he can not see how it could interfere with the 

reservation at this time , he recoiillOOnds that permission be granted 

t o construct this bridge with the piers and abutments upon the 

government reserve , with the understanding that t he same is to be 

a temporary structure and subject to removal at any time upon the 

request of the proper authorities . 

Reporting in the matter February 24 , 1903, t he Acting Com­

missioner of Indian Affairs concurs in the Acting Inspector ' s 

recommendation. 

5887 
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You are authorized to advise the parties in interest that 

they are at liberty to construct the bridge in accordance with 

t he recommendation of the Acting Inspector , upon a proper written 

agreement e ntered into with you . 

A oo py of the Acting Commissioner ' s letter is inclosed. 

1 i nc l osure . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 
Acting Secretary . 

(Endo rsed) Union Agency# 588? received Mar . 13 , 1903. Office of 
t he u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Inspector . ashington , 
Feb . 26 , 1903. Secretary . Approves recommendation of Inspector 
relative to request of Jos . F . swords , of Sulphur , I . T., in matter 
of constructing a bridge on Government reserve . 
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DEPARTMENr F THE INrERI OR , 

' lashing ton . 

I . T . D. 4610 , 6090- l906 . Apr il 2? , 1906 . 

Direct . 

United S tate s Indian Inspe ctor 

for Indian Terri tory , Muskogee , Ind . T. 

' ir : 

Referring to your report of March 14, 1906 , relative to 

the petition of certa i .n citizens of t h3· town of Sulphur for 

permis s ion to place a bridge on the ulphur Springs eservation , 

Indian Terri tory , across Roc k Creek , on Mus kogee Avenue , t here 

is inclosed a copy of a letter of the 26th instant from the 

Acting Se cretary of the Treasury , in which several objection s 

are found to the plans and specif ications for the proposed steel 

bridge received With your letter of the 6th instant . 

The Department therefore declines to approve such plans 

and s pecif'ic at i ons , and you will so advis e th3 Superintendent 

of t he Reservation , who Will properly infor m t he parties in 

i nteres t . 

e spec tfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

1 inclosure . F irst Assistant 'ecre tary . 

(Enclosure) Union Agency £o . l 39 73 Received Apr.$g , l906 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Ter ri tory . · ashington , April 27 , 
l906 . Secretary.---- Disapproves plans and specificati ons for bridge 
across Rock Creek in the Gov' t • ese rvati on at ulphur , I . T . - - --
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D E P A R T E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 
Of f ice of Indian ffa i rs . 

'V SHINGTON. Jan'\lary 3 , 1900 . 

J. George ·.vr ight, Es q ., 

u. s . Indian In spector , 

Mus co gee , Indian Ter . 

Sir: 

Referring to your letter of Decemb er 20 , 1899 , rel a tive to 

the location of t he new 98th mer i di an , mark ing t he boundary between 

the Chickasaw Nati on and th.e Kiowa , Comanche and pache Reserva tion , 

you are advised that the Act i ng Se cr e tary of the Interio r , on Dec . 2? , 

1899, declined t o a ppro ve the mineral lease in fa vor of John w. Lig~t, 
for the quarr y ing of stone on the Ki owa & comanche Reserva tion i n the 

vicinity of Chickasha , pend i ng the determinati on of the true boundary 

line between th.e Chickasaw Nat ion and said reservation. The Acting 

Secretary also d i rec ted this office to instruc t the u. s . Indian Ag­

ent of the Kiowa & Comanche Agency to t ak e the steps necessary to 

protect the l ands in di s pute until tbe ques t ion concerning t he new 

boundary shall b e def i n i tely determined. 

You a re a lso advised t h at Co l. Randlett , U. s . Indian gent 

of the Kiowa & Comanche gency , ha s be en i ns t ruc ted i n the matter in 

accordance wi tb t be directi on of tbe c t i ng s e cretary . 

Very respe ctfully, 

A. c. Tonner. 

O.M. M.(B } Assis tant Commiss ioner. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency # 505 received Jan. 6, 1900. Of f ice of U.s . 
Indian Inspector f or the I. T. · ashi~ton, Jaru. 3, 1900. commissi­
oner. Kiowa Indian Age nt directed to protect stone on s trip between 
new and old survey of 98th meridian. 
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DEPART JT 0 F T INTERI OR . 

ashington . 
May 23 , 1900. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir· 
' 

for t he Indian Territory, 

~uscogee, Indian Terr itory. 

?23°-B 

The Department i s in receipt of a communication dated the 

lOth instant from Captain J . s . Standley, Delegate of the Choctaw 

Nation, in which he sta tes : 

"By way of giving opportunity to parties whose 
i mprov ments are affec ted by the recent location 
of the 98 t h degree of west longitude between the 
Red and Canadian Rivers , to ake private disposal 
of their improvements , I have the honor to suggest 
that through some officer or agency of the Depart ­
ment you g i ve early not ice that the newly estab ­
lished line is the true line and all p arties inter­
ested should govern themselves accordingly . 
"If t he notice is g i ven sufficient publicity I 
think the parties affe cted can mak e reasonable sale 
of their improvements and obviate further publi c. 
action in re spe ct ro the s ame . " 

Said communicat ion was referred to the Commissioner o f Ind-

ian Affairs on the 12th ins tan t for consideration , report and r e com-

mendation. 

The Department i s now in receipt of a report from t he cting 

Commissioner, da ted the 18th instant, in which he approves the suggest­

ion made in said communication above quo ted, and states that : 

802 

"Public notice can b e given of the re- establish­
ment of the me ridian and the parties in interest 
informed that they will be gi ven a reasonable 
time,(say five months) in which to dis pose of 
their i mprovements on the most favorable terms 
they can obtain. If, at the e xp ira tion of that 
time, any of the parties have failed to dispose 
of their improvements the Department c an undoubt ­
edly send an Inspector, or a Speci al gent , to 
ascertain the character and value of all the im­
provements undisposed of, and thus be prepared 
to submit to Congress at the beginning of the 
next session an exact estimate of the amount of 
the money required to compensate the parties in 
interest." 
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The Acting Commi ssioner recommends that the course above sug­
gested be pu rsued. 

The De partment approves of the suggestions made , and you 

will accordingl y give the notice as suggested , and report your action 

thereon to t he De partment as soon as practicable . 

A copy of the communication from the cting commissioner is 

enclosed herewit h . 

Respectf ully , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

Ind.Ter.Div. cting Se cretary . 
1578, 1664-1900 
1 Inclosure. 
(Endorsed) Un i on agency # 802 received May 28 , 1900 Office of u. s . 
Indian Ins pec tor for I . T. · ashington , ay 23 , 1900. secretary . 
Give public notice of re- establishment of 98th Meridian . 
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Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF I DIAN AFFAIRS , 

?232- C 

V'ashingto n , July 3 , 1900 . 

J .George Wright , Esq., 

U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory, 

Muscogee , Indian Terri tor y . 

S ir:-

There is i n clo sed hereWit h for your information , copy of 

office letter of this date , addressed to Col . J . F . andlett , u.s . 

Indian Agent o f the Ki owa & Comanche Agency , Oklah oma , wit h refer­

ence to t be lessees of pastures on the iowa and Comanche 

Reservation , lying along the e astern portion of tbe reservation, 

being permitted to remain in occupancy of the entire area covered 

by their re spec t ive leases until t oo expir ati on of the same-

March 31 , 1901. 

As yo u will see t his involve s t he lands lying east of the 

nevr 98th Meridian , hich. have been decided to b e within the 

Chickasaw coun try. For tm reasons set out in the letter to Col . 

Randlett , the Office bas deemed it the wiser course to ~ nni t 

sai d lessees to remain in posse ssion of t he lands originally 

covered by their le a ses . At the expiration of said lease s , it 

is thol_.\ght that the question of jurisdiction over said lands will 

end . 

Very respectfully, 

. A. Jone s 

O.M. M. (H) Com.mi ss ione r . 

873 
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{Endorsed) Union Agency No .8?3 Received Jul.6,1900 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . ashington ,July 3, 
1900. Commissioner.----Encloses co py of letter wri t ten Randlett, 
u.s.Indian Agt.Kio wa and Comanche Agency, in re "98th 
meridian lands.''----
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DEPART MENT OF THE I NTERIOR , 

Washington. 

United St ates Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory, 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

February 21, 1901. 

The Department is in receipt of your communic at ion dated 

February 4, 1901, i n wh ich r er-erenc e is made to departmental 

letter dated January 28th last , inclosing a communication f rom 

Messrs. King , Shep herd and Palmer , relative to t he arr est of one 

John Gaines by milit ary authoritie s . 

You i nv:ii. te atten tion to your communication of January 30 , 

1901, transmitting a lette r from t .he commanding officer of 

Fort Sill, relative to Choctaw and Chickasaw citizens taking 

lands originally located in t he Fort Sill wo od reserve as a n a l­

lotment, whic h l and s were thrown into too Chickasaw Nati on by 

the resurvey of t~ 98th meridian . 

You suggest that the inclosed communic at ion be submitted , 

With your letter of the 30th ultimo, to t he lar Department with 

such suggestions as tre Department deem proper in the premises . 

You have here tofore been advised of tbe a ction of t be 

De!Xl rtment in re ques ting the War Department to cause an exe cutive 

order to be issued , modifying t .00 former limits of t he Fort Sill 

1826 
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wood reservation so as to make t he eastern line conf orm to the 

98th meridian a s f i xed by t he r esurvey. 

It is not deerred ne cessary to r efe r the communicat ion of' 

Messrs . Ki ng , Shepherd and Palme r , but t he y wi l l be advi s ed 

by t he Department of t h e a cti on be r et of ore t ak en in tbe pr emis e s . 

Your let t er was for warded by t he Commissione r of I ndian 

Affair s Februa ry 8 , 1901, and a copy of h is communic at i on is 

inclosed herewith . 

I nd. Ter. Di v . 
319, 548-1901. 
1 i nc1os ure . 

Resp ec tfu lly , 

Thos . Ryan 

Ac t i ng Secr e tary . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No ol 826 Reeeived ar . l , l 901 Of fice of 
U.S .Indian Inspector for I ndian Territory. ash ington , Feb . 
21, 1901. Secre tar y.----Rel~t iv e to letter of Ki ng Shephe rd and 
Palme r concerning a rres t 6t John Gai nes by military au thor ities .----
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::ubject: iodif i cat i on of Exe cutive Or der of June 4 , 1892 . 

File 46008-I· 
' 

The r es i dent : 

R 

• 
1AS I rJGTON , 
.G.o. 

J . A. G. O • ·12.s 1- f-:, 

. ar ch 9 , 1901 . 

B ~xecut i ve Or der of J une 4 , 1892 , publ ished i nG. o. #43 , 

• G. o., 1892 , a tract of l and , r eferred to there i n as " locat ed 

on the Kiowa d Coman che Reservat i on" i n Okla homa , a s res erv ed 

and s e t apa r t as ~ ood reservat i on for the post of Fort Sill , 

Oklahoma err i t or y . The ea stern boundar- of the r eservat ion , 

as fixed by the order , was the 'boundar y line bet een the i o ·1a 

and Comanc he Re servation and the Chi ckasaw Nat i on , a s s ur veyed 

and marked; which was t he 98t h .. eridian . Under the r equire -

ments of t he a ct of June 28 , 1898 (30 Stats ., 495) , a ne survey 

of this [eridian has been made ; and a ccord i ng to the ne sur vey 

the line falls about a mile and a qua rter we s t of the ol d lo ca ­

tion . The new location of the 98th Meridi an i s accepted b t he 

Interior Department as the true boundary between the Kio m and 

Comanche Reservation and the Chickasaw Nation , so t ha t a portion 

of the wood reservation, as ixed by sa id xecutive Or er , is 
' 

within t he limits of the Chickas aw a ti on , contrary to the i n -

tention in setting apart t he ood r e erva t ion . 

In a ccordance i t h t he recommen at ion of t h e I nterio r De -

partment , I have t he honor t o reques t t hat the 1xe cut i ve r er 

of June 4 , 1892 , r eservi ng an set t i ng apart the ood re s erva -

2008 
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t ion for the ost of Fort ill, Oklahoma Territory, be modified 

so as t o make the east ern boundar of that reservation coinc ident 

with the new 98th eri d i an as surveyed and marked pursuant to 

act of Congres s of June 28 , 1898 (30 St a ts ., 495 ) . 

Ver y resp ectfully, 

_1.,lihu Root 

Secretary of :a r . 

( ~ndorsed) Uni on gen e -o . 2008 . ece ived Apr . 8~ l 9 0l . Office of u •• 

Indi an Inspec t or far I ndian Territor y . ~7a sh ington, April 1 , 1901 . 

e cretary----Enc l oses copy of lette r fr om Secre tar y of a r modi­

fying limi ts of 1 ort ill wood reservat ion . 
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44 , 490- 1 01 . 

The Hon or ab le 

114 ?23? - C 

Dep ar t ment of t he I n t e ri or , 

OFFlC ' F I I 1 

ash i ngt on , 

ue t emb e r 1 2 ' 1901 . 

The ec r etary f t e nteri or . 

Sir : 

Tl~re i s transmitted , e, ith , a c~mmunic at i on f ro m J . 

Ge or ge ri ht , u •• I n sp ect or fo r t he I ndian erri tory , a ddr e sse d 

to you under date o f Augus t 12 , 1901 , a ckno l e dg i ne r e ce i pt of 

off i c e lette r of ,-o.y 31 ' co ncern in t h e d isp os ition of i mpr ove-

me nts bel on gi n t o I n d ia ns of t he i o ta I ndi an Agency , to 

citizens of t he h i cka s aw a t i on , •h ic h i mprovemen ts ere 
I 

a ffe cted by t he r e l ocat i on of t he 98 t h eridi n , he states 

that s i nce t hat tirre he ha s d t e ma t t er up wi th Lt . Col . 

cTames . Randlett , U • • I n d ia n gent of the i m a gen cy , concern­

ing t he d i sp os i t i on of t h e i mp rovemen t s bel ongi ng to t he 

Indians of t b. e i chit a r eserva t i on , and tran smits a commun i ca t i on 

f rom Col . Ran dlet t , unde r dat e of ugus t 2d , addre sse d t o t he 

Inspector , transmi t ting a cop y of a r ep ort t o h i m by one of 

his f a r mers , g ivin g a l ist of all t he i mp r ovements o ned by 

the Indians of t he ich ita r ese r vation \m ich e r e affec t e d by 

the r elocation of t he 98 th Meridian , Vl i th t he sta t emen t t h- t 

such i mprovemen t s .ha ve been di sp osed of to citiz ens of t he 

Chickasaw ation at a reaso nable compe n s ati on . 

The Inspector r e co mme nd s , i n vie v; of t he r eport of t he 

Indian Agent t hat priva te arrangeme nt s have no been made for 

2767 
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t he d i spos i tion of the rema i nder of the improveme.nt s affe cted , 

t ha t no fur t her ction be taken in the mat ter , as it muld 

appe ar unne cessary tha t any le gislative a ction. be had in the 

pr emi ses . · ith t his recomme ndat i on this office concurs . 

ith In~ector righ t ' s communication t here are transmit-

ted the letter of ' lilliam Philips , gency armer , and the 

le tter of Agent Randlett , re ferred to by the Inspector . 

The copy .of Inspector 1 right ' s letter i s retained in 

t h i s office . 

Very re sp ec t , 
Your obedient servant, 

A. C . Tonner , 
(J.F . A.) c ting Commissioner . 

P . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agen cy No . 2767 Received ep . 27 , 1901 Office 
of U. S . Indian Inspector , for I ndian Terri tory . -· ashington , 
D.c., ept. 1 6, 1901. ecretary .----Approves r eport relati ve to 
di spos i t i on of i mp rovemen ts of \ ichit a Indians to Chickasav 
cit izens , affec ted by re l oc at i on of 98th meridi an .----
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SECRETARY'S OFFICE 

DEPARTMENT OF TH E INTERIOR 

I.T.D.2604-1906. 
i ashin gton, n.c. 

February 20 ,1906 . 

The United States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Terri tory , Muskogee ,_ Ind. T . 

Sir: 

The act of t~ Na tional Legislature of the Chic kasa w 

Nation received with your letter of February 1 , 1906 , entitled : 

"An act to ratify an Act entitled : ' An Act to r a tify an 

agreement by and between the adjusti ng Commission on the part 

of the Choctaw Nation ith a like Commission on the pa r t 

of the Chickasaw Nation ' passe d by the Legi slature of t he 

Choctaw Nation , on the 30 th day of June , 1905 , " 

is r eturne,d hereWith for appropriate disposition , the s ame 

having been approved by the President on February 19 , 1906 . 

A copy of Indian Office letter of February 1 3, 1906 , sub-

mit ting your report, is also i nclosed . 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan 

First Assistant Secy . 
Through the Commissiorer of Indian Affairs . 
2 i nclosur es . 
(Endorsed )Union Agency No .l3456 eceived Feb . 27 , 1906 Of fice of 
U.s .Ind .In .. peotor for I . T . fashington , Feb . 20 ,1906 . Secre tary .---­
Returns ac of Chickasaw National Legislature entitled "An act to 
ratify an act entitled 'An act to ratify an agreement by and be t ween 
the adjusting commission on tbe part of the Choctaw Nation with a 
like commission on the par t of the Chickasaw Nation, ' passed by the 
Legislature of the Choctaw Nation on the 30th day of June ,l905" ap­
proved by the President Feb .l9,1906.----



AN ACT . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. 
.AN ACT TO RAT! FY .AN ACT TITlED "'AN ACT TO RATIFY AN 

AGREEl'v1ENT BY AND BET VEEN THE ADTUSTI NG CQ ] USSI ON ON THE PART OF 
THE CHOCTArl TI ON H TH A LIKE CO MMISSION ON THE PART OF THE 
CHIC K.AS NATION?" PASSED BY THE LEGI SLATURE OF THE CHOCTA ~ 
N.ATI ON AND M'PROVED BY THE GOVERNOR OF THE CHOCTA ATION, ON 
THE 30th DAY OF JUNE , 1905. 

----------------ooOoo--------------------

W H E R E A s , A Commission ~as created by t he Le gislature of 

the Chickasaw Nation on t.he 19th day of Novem ber , 1904, to make 

adjusimen t of coa1 royal ties and other disputed questi ons , be t ­

ween the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nati ons ; 

H E R E A S , Said Col1)mission , co nsisti ~ of filliam H. Murray , 

J . 'es Parker and David Folsom, has reac hed an :agreement with a 

like Commission repre s enting the Choctaw Nati on , adjusting certain 

differences between t ,m Cho c taw and Chi ck asaw Nat i ons , as to amounts 

of money , u pon disputed royalties and bound ary claims , c ollected 

by t he respective tribes , prior 1n tm r a tifi cati on of tm 

Atoka Agreement, a nd said agreEment awards 1n the Chickasaw Na -

tion the sum of Seven teen Thousand Twenty- five Dol lars and fifty 

cents,-less the pro r ata share of tm Chickasaw Nation i n the 

e:xp ens e incurred by t m Choctaw Na tion , in the prose cut ion of 

suit a gainst the Govemn:ent for the amount due in settlement of 

the Eastern Boundary di spute,-said pro rata share of expense 

amounting to Om Thousand, Twenty-one Dollars and f i f ty- three cents : 

W H E R E A s , Said a greenen t .has been approved b y the Legisla­

tive authority of the Choctaw Na tion and the Governor th ereof , 

on the 30th day of June, 1905, a co py of t.te act ap proving same, 

as wel.l as a copy of the agreement of said Commission settling 

all disputes and differences arising prior 1n the ratifi cat i on 

of the Atoka Agreement, bei~ bereto attached and made a part 
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T H E R E F 0 R E, 
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BE IT ENACT 'D by t he Legislature of t~ Chickasaw Nation , that 

said agreement , made and entered into by and between the said 

Adjusting Commission of , and representing the Chi ckasaw Nation , 

With a like Commissi on on the part of tre Choctaw Nat ion, be , and 

the s ame is hereby r atified as to t.te settlement of all claims for 

monies due tl~ Chickasaw Nati on , upon boundary disputes and coal 

and otrer r oyalties , collected in any manner by either Nati on , 

prior to the establishnent of United States jurisdiction, as 

provided by t he sai d At oka Agreement , upon t he r a tification of 

the same , and t hat this shall operate as a ru~l settlement upon 

tbe payment of t ha sum of S i x teen Thousand , Three Dollars and 

ninety-seve n cents , { 16,003 . 9? }, to tbe Chickasaw Nati on , or 

to its legal representative , by the Choc taw Nation. 

That this Act take effect from its passage by the Legisla-

ture and approval by t he Gove rnor . 

Approved this the 9th d ay of Now .1905 . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Nool3456. 

D. H. J OHNSTON , 
Governor Chickasaw Nat ion . 

THE H!TE H US ' , 
Fe bruary 19 , 1906 . 

ashington , D. C., ' ---
Approved : 

T . RO CSEVEI..T • 
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COPY 

Oklahom , o. 'r ., l:{ov . 19, 1900. 

Hon. Secretary of Agriculture, 

·/ashington , D. c . 

Dear Sir : 

I am deputy g ame warden for this , Oklahoma County . 

The Santa FeR •• Passes here and on south through Cleveland 

County goin g into the Indian Terri tory at Purcell. The 

Carter Brothers at Purcel l are buying quai l by t he 1 000 dead 

or alive , and paying pric es for t hem that no local demand 

justifies-- if the people there lived on nothin else they 

could not eat them--quai l are being sent there from a li 

the country south of here . These men are shi pin this game 

North and East , and I do hope you will take sane steps to 

stop it. I am po erle ss , and there seems to be no officer 

in the Indian Terri tory looking after t he rm tter . 

(Co py o .f typewritten copy ) 

Yours respectfully, 

(Sign ed ) WHIT M. GRANT . 

Co pied by RL pr . 6 , 19 34 . 

9 2 



JZO 

DEPAR'ThffiNT OF THE INr ER IOR 

Wash:ing t on 

Dec ember 3, 1900. 

The United States Indian Ins pector 

Sir; 

for the I ndian Terri tory, 

Mus cogee , I . T . 

c. 
L. R.S. 

The Department i s in re ceipt of a communication from 

the Secretary of gric ul ture , date d th -8 th ultimo , inclosing 

the rewith a copy of a letter from ~ r . Whit M. Grant , e pu ty 

Game Varden at 0 kl ah oirE. , • T . , stating that large numbers of 

quail are being shi pp ed from Purcell, . •· 

Said c ommuni cation is inclosed herewith , and you 

will cause the matter to be investi g3. ted , and if it is fcund 

to be illega l you will request the Unite d St ates Dis trict 

Attorney to take appro pr i ate a ction in the matter . 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
3925-1900 
1 inclosure 

Respectfully, 

(Signed ) Thos. Tya n 

ot ing Secretar y. 

Endorsement: # 1444 Tla ~hing ton, Dec. 3 , .1900 •. 'ecret ar~ . 
Refers letter :from hit • Grant rela t 1ve q tall s hi pp1ng. 

Copied by LVr 4/6/34 

9 ,, 
. <J 
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DEPARTMENT OF Tli INT RI OR 94 

WASHINGTON 

J $lnu r , 1 9 1 

Unit ed S ates I n an Ins ec or 

or th nd n Terr i t r y 

Muskogee , I . T. 

S r: 

Th D r tment i n ceipt of "'our re nr t of De('emb e 

9 , 19 0 , rela t ive t o t he sh · . . n of live auail from v rious 

n .. ces in the Ind an Terr ory , as d . ected by de r .mental 

tter d t ed Oc ber ~ 9, 9 o. 

ou r e or t that y ou have r efe rred the m$lt t e to he Un ed 

s ates Att o ne a t A nmore , r ques n h t o ake ro ryer act-

i on i n t he matt r . 

You e v 8 hRt yo r R ~ ti n n t he n emis es s a~prove d 

by t he Department . 

A co of your r e or , to ethe ith a c D~ f the l e te 

f the Commiss oner of lnd n Aff irs tran mittin t h s me, 

t d J nuar 8 , 19 has been for r e t t he Se~reta y f 

culture fo r his inform ti n . 

Ind. Ter. n:1v. 
] 05 - 900 

L. S. 
No. 16~8 

Copied GBD 
3/29/34 

.rt espe ctfu 

(S .ne ) E. A. Hi nhc k 

Endorsem nt; J n. 
r eport concernia 
t rritory. 

. , 90 • Acknow e s 
hipment of qu il from 
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Govt . Rate . Cha r ge Acct . 

fus c ogee , I . T ., ... p r i l 6th , l 8 99 . 

]:ose Ch i g le y , Indi an o l ice , 

Da v is , I . T . 

, a r sh a l Hamme r r epor ts l arge s n i pmen t live quai l s at Pur ce ll 

g o there a nd i n vest i gat e . If capt ure d in Indian Terr i t or y hold 

same a n d repor t £_ f a c t s by wi r e . 

D. 1. 7isdom, 

Age n t . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency Press Book No . 2 Lette r 496 us koge e , Okl a . 
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Govt . Ra te . Char ge ... . cct . 
Muskogee , I . T. pr il 6th , l 899 . 

Mose Chigley , Indian Police, 

avis , I . T. 

,iarshal Hamme r reports large shipment live quai ls (Si c) 

at Purcell go there and investi gate . f cap tured in I ndian Ter -

ritory hold s ame and report fa ct s by wi r e . 

i sdom, 

ent • 

. IE T 'RI UNION T 'G ' H 

SF . J0 C ••••••..• 30 a id . Govt ••••• 2 : 35P 

Purcell, I . T. pri l , 6th-99 fright, I nd i an Inspr . 
v!uskog e e , I . T. 

ersons here h av e se ve r a l thous ru1d li ve quail boxed f or shi ;ment 

cannot you order indi an Police r an her e to turn same loose , 

answer . 

Ian er U. • l arshal 

(Endorsed ) Un ion · genc y # 6 5 Rec e ived lpril 6 , 189 9 Of f ice of 
U.S. Indian Inspector for Ind ian Territory . urcell, I . T. 
April 6 , 1899. 1 ammer , .. arshal. ~ · ant s police to turn severa l 
thousand live quails {Si c) l oose which are ab out to be shippe d . 



?050- D 
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Union Agency , 
Muscogee , Ind . Terry., June 14th , 1899 . 

s . s . Dumas, 

President First Nation al Bank , 

Van Alstyne , Texas . 

Sir :-

Permission is hereby g iven yourself and par t y to hunt in 

the limits of the Chicka saw Na tion fo r a period of t h i rty day s 

from d ate hereof , provide d you hunt f or pl easure onl y and not 

for speculation and profit . 

Appr oved : 
J . Geo . \ right . 

Very r espe ctf u l l y , 

J . Bl ai r Sho enf e l t , 
u.s . Indi a n gent . 

u.s . Indian I nsp ector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , ress Book # 3 , Let ter # 103 , Muskoge e , 



'ashington , 

r •>s j_~ 

7050- E 

F . 

October 29 , 1900 . 

The Honorable , 

The Secretary of Agr iculture. 

Si r : 

The Department has the honor to a ckno\ l edge the receipt 

of your communica tion of October 16 , 19 00 , enclosing e l ett er 

from _ ·r . Len D. ·fh i ttemo.re , of Redl nd s , Californ i a , in ich , 

referring t o the a ct· of Ma y 25 , 1900 (31 St t ., l 87 ) , he a sks 

if an order cannot be issued to h i m "to have live qua ils s hi pped 

i n here from t he Indi n Terri tory for propaga i ng purpose'"' . " 

~ou requ st cop ie s of exi sting l nd regulat i ons govern i ng 
I 

the c pture of game i n the Indi n Territor y nd t o e in ormed 

if Indi ans have the ri ght to d ispose of game de ad or live ; 

whether tribal governments have the right to re gulnte t h killing 

or d isposition of game , and whether "exist i ng re gula t i ons n will 

permit the shipment of a limited number of live birds for breed­

i ng purposes Without allowing t he wholesale export of such 

birds f~ market purp oses . 

You informed the Depar tment that you a re advis ed that l ar ge 

numbers of qua ils a re be ing netted and shi pped a live from ---:· yne , 

Chi ckasaw Nat ion , Indi~ Territory , and other points on the 

Gulf , Colorado and Santa Pe Railway , and asked t o be i nf ormed 

i f such sh i pments can be prevented under said act of May 25 , 1900 . 

1310 
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I t p r ovi des : 

"The Secretar y of Agriculture is hereby authorized to adopt 
such measures as may be necessary to ca rry out the purpo s es of 
t his Act and to purchase such game birds and other wild birds 
as may be required therefor , sub j ect , however , to the l aws of 
the va riou s States a nd Territori es . The object and purpos of 
this Act is to a id i n the res t oration of such birds in those 
parts o f the United tates adapt ed thereto where the same have 
be c ome s ca rce or extinct , and lso to regul te the i nt r od uct i on 
of .Aroorcian or fore i gn birds or anima ls in localitie s where they 
have not heret o fore existed . * * * 

And t he u ecr etar y of gr icult ure sh~ ll ma ke a nd p ubl ish 
a ll needful rules and r egulat i ons for c r r y i ng out t e p urpos e s 
of t his Act , * * * * 

ec . 3 . That i t ha ll be unlawful for a ny person or pe rsons 
to deliver t o any co mmon c rrier , or for y co mmon ca rrier t o 
transport from one t a te or Territor y to anot he r St a te or Terr i ­
tory , or f rom t he District of Columbi a or Al ask to any St ate or 
Territor y , or from any State or Terri t or y to the Di str ic t of 
Columbi a or Al a ska , any for ei gn anim ls or b ird s the i mport a t ion 
o f which i s prohibi ted , or the dea d odi es or parts t he r eo of 
any wild an i m ls or b irds , here such i ma ls or irds have een 
killed in vi ol t ion of the la s of the St a te , T rritor y , or 
Di stric t i n which the same ere killed . " 

The Department is in re ceip t of a re port of ctober 25 , 

1900 , from the Commis · one r of Ind i an Affairs i n the ma t ter , 

a copy of hic h is enclosed . 

hile it is true , s stat ed b y the Commiss i oner , tha t sec­

t i ons 26 nd 28 of the ac t of june 28 , 1898 , provide that a ll 

the triba l governm nts in the Indi an Terr i t or s houl d be 

abolishe d , and that tre l~ws of the va rious tr i b e s should ho t 

be enforced in the cou r ts , s ec t i on 29 of s aid act provide s t t 

the tr i bal governments of the Choctaw and Chickasa at i ons 

nshall continue :f or a pe ricd of eight ye a rs from the fourth 

da y of ~rch , ei ghteen hundred and n i ne ty- eight . ' The triba l 

1310 
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game l aws of those n tions , if not in conflic t with some a ct 

of Congress , c n be enforced . it her t h e Creek , Cherokee , 

Choctaw or Chicka sa ra t i on is au thorized to pass l aws , b ut sa i d 

laws must be approved by t he President a s prov i ded in the a ct of 

June 7 , 1897 (30 St a t ., 62- 84) , a nd Sect i on 29 of t he a ct of 

June 28 , 1898 (30 St at ., 495) . Th e pp rove d l aws of t he Creek and 

Cherokee Nat ions ere enforced t hr ough re gula t i ons of this De­

partment . 

A copy of the a ct of the Chickasa Le i slat ure of September 

23 , 1896 , a nd a copy of the Chae ta l a ·: approved Octobe r 30 , 

1888, in regard to hunt i ng , trappi n , fis hi ng , etc ., are 

enclosed . You will se e t h t these l a s are str i ngent , pr ohi bit 

the sh i pment o f g e , a nd a f f ect both Indian citizens and non­

citizens . There is enclosed also copy of t he Cherokee la • 

The triba l gove r nment of t he emi nole ati on a cont i nued 

by the a ct of July 1 , 1898 ( 30 t a t ., 567} . Its l aws do not have 

to be submitted to tbe . resident for approval . 

It is therefore apparent t hat the l a s of Ar kans s , men­

tioned by the Commiss ione r of Indi an f fairs , are not applicable 

to the Choc.t a w, Chicka saw and Seminole Na tions i n t he rna nner 

sta ted by hi m. Besides the sections of t h e Arkansa s l a quoted 

by him, except section 1669 , are "loc ally i napplicable" and in 

conflict with sect ion 2137 , • s . U. s . 

The Department is not informe d s to an game laws by 

either the Creek , or ~eminole Nat i on , and it has promul a ted 

1310 
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no regulat i ons in reg rd to hunt ing in t he nations of the 

F iv e Ci v i lized Tr i bes. 

As stated by t he Commissioner , sect ion 2137 , R.s .u.s .,­

".[!;very person , other than in I ndi an , ho , it h i n the . limits 
of any tribe wi th v~ om the United St ate s has existin tre ties , 
hunt ~ , o:r. t raps , or t a ke s a nd destroys any peltries or ga me , 
exc ep t for subsisten ce i n - t he Indian country , sh~ ll f orfeit a ll 
t he t r aps, g uns , and ammunition in his p osses s i on , u s ed or p ro ­
cure d to be used f or that purpose , and all peltr i es so t ken ; 
a n d s ha ll be liable i n addit ion to a p enalt y of f ive hundred 
dollars'r -

is appl i cable to noncitizens hunting or trapp ing in the Ind i an 

Te.rri tory . The Depart ment held , however , on I'iia rch 4 , 1899 , in 

a letter to ~rr . J . F . Ski ff , Director of Col umbi an [useum , Chicago , 

I l lin oi s , that t h is sect ion d oes not ap p l y to natur a lists hunt i ng 

s ole l y for s cientific purposes , but i n such ca ses p ermiss i on 

to go into the· country should b e obta ined from the executive of 

t he tri be . 

Should any individua l desire to ship b i rds from either of 

t he s e nations for bree ding purposes , an applica tion submitted 

thro ugh the United St ates Indi n Inspector , r, • J . G€or e 'r i ht , 

a t :Tuskegee , Indi an Territory , ould receive due consider t ion . 

As to hether shipment s mentioned s bein ce rried on in 

t he Chic kas w Na t i on c n be prevented under the ct of r1 y 25 , 

1900, the Depa rtment cons i ders tha t the could , but the Attorne y 

Gen er a l apparently vmuld be the proper one to p· i ve ~ou lega l 

a dv ic e i n the matter . 

The Inspe ct or's attent ion will be ca lled to the apparent 
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violation of the l a w by t he parties making such shipments , 

with instructions to i nvestigate the mat ter and make a rep ort 

and recommendat ion to th is Depa rtme nt . 

Ind.Ter.Di -w . 
3454, 3560-1900. 
3 enclosures. 

Resp ect f ully , 

E. A. Hitchcock 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l310 . Received -ov . 6 , 1900 . 0ffic e of u.s . 
Indian Inspect or for Indi a n Territory . Wa shington , Nov . 3 , 1900 , 
Commds s ioner .----Forwards le tter from Dept . rel . to live qua il be ing 
s hipped from , .. ayne , I . T., for i nvesti gat ion and report. 



DE P R T 

130 

E N T OF THE I N T E B I 0 R. 

v SH GTON . 

?05 - F 

February 11 , 1 901 . 

United States Indian Inspe c tor 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 

1uskogee , I . T. 

The Department is in receipt of your co mmunic a tion dated 

January 31 , 1 901, referring to your report of De cember 28 , 19 0 , 

relative to the unlawful sh i pping of qua il and game from the Ind -

ian Terri tory. 

You also transmit ncopy of a telegram f rom a pol iceman to 

the Indian Agent , Union gency , .where in he st a tes : 

' ade r aid on Carter quai l man and he refused to g i ve pos-
session or allow me search . certain they have quail . . i re n-
structions.•" 

You also transmit a copy of a telegram f rom the United t a tes 

Attorney to s a id Indian Agent , in wh ich he states : 

"Impossible to render assistance requested . ur court holds 
quail not game. Their shipment no viola ti on of l aw . " 

You sugge st that if it be deemed advisable by the Department 

the matter be re f erred to the United tates ttorne y General for his 

information and considerat i on . 

The Commissioner of Ind i an ~ffairs for arded your said re port 

on February 6 , 1 901, and concurs in your re co endation . 

The Department approves of the suggesti ons and has this day 

transmitted a co py of your letter , together Ji th a copy of the re uort 

1'163 
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of the Commissioner of Ind i an _ffa irs , and co pies of said telegrams , 

to the attorney General for his i n f ormat i on and such act i on as he 

deems prop er in the premises . 

Ind.Ter. iv. 
514-1901. 

Re spectful ly , 

Thos . Ryan . 

c t i ng Secretary. 

{Endorsed) Union gency # 1763 received Feb. 16 , 1901 office f 
U. s. Indian Inspe ctor for I . T. ashington , Feb . 11 , 1901 , ec­
retar y. Washington , Feb . 11 , 1 901. a r eferr ed J udge To ns end ' s 
decision t hat quai l is not game to ~ ttorney Genera l . 



DE PART rE NT F THE I T E R I 0 R. 

1 P.JJJGT 

United States Indian Inspe c tor 

Sir: 

for the Indian Terr i tory , 

.uskogee , I . T. 

• 
F 'B U RY 19 , 1901 . 

The Department is in re cei pt of a c ommunicat ion from the 

Attorney Genera l as follows : 

"In r ep l y to your letter of the 11th instant (I . T. Div ., 
51401901, L.R. S. ) , I have the honor to s ay t hat I have today in­
structed the u. s . Attor ney at Ardmore , • T., to consult ith 
Agent Shoenfelt and see to i t that th~ unlawful shipments of quail 
from the southern district o~ Indian Territory are v i gorous ly pro­
secuted and that the game laws are enfor ced . 

Please instruct ~r . Shoenfel t to furnish • • B. Johnson , the 
U. s . ttorney , vith such evidence as he may have or obta i n . " 

You will advi se the Uni ted States Ind i an gent to f urnish t he 

evidence a s requested , and you ill also inform the Di strict ttorney 

of any other evidence that may co e to your a ttention re l ative to 

the atter . 

Ind. Ter .pi v. 
701-1901. 

Re spectfully , 

Thos . yan . 
c t ing .., e cretary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 1815 r e ceived Feb . 26, 1901. office of 
u. • Indian Insp e ctor for I . T. a shington , February 19 , 1901 . 
Secretary . uotes le tter fr om tty . General r el . shipment of quail . 
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D E P A R T k E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R • 
. vASHINGTON . 

June 17 , 1899 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Ter r i t ory . 

Sir : 

725 -

The Department i s in receipt of your communica tion of 

the Sth i nstant upon the compla i n t of s . F . Green , of commanche , 

I.T., r ela tive to the e ·e c trnent of his wife, Katy Green , by a 

Deputy U. s . arshall , and enclosing t herewith your le tter to the 

United States ttorney , at dmore , requesting h im to make an in-

vestiga tion and submit to you a report t hereof . 

You a lso enclose a letter f ro m the United States commis -

sioner at Duncan , Indian Ter r itory , making a report to the United 

States ttorne y , in compli an ce with his request , in whi ch he sta tes 

th at ~ . Green was dispossessed of the l and under a writ of resti ­

tution issued from the Unit ed St ates Court , but that he returned 

thereon and was removed a second t irre , and that h is ·ife died some 

time thereafter , and not f ro m any cause of being remo ved b y a 

Depu ty U. s . ~. arshall , as cla i med by .1r . Green . 

You state that "under thes e c ircums t an ce s it would appear 

tha t no further a c t ion was ne cessary in thi s matter . " 

Your said communicat ion was fo r arded by the Lcting Com­

missioner of Indi an ffa irs on the 15th instant ~ i thou t any re -

commend at ion. 

The Department concurs in your sa i d suggestion , and :r . 

Green will he so advised by the Department . 

The papers submitted wi th your said co iDL,unicat i on are here -

With returned. 
espectfully , 

llB Tho . R. Ryan . 
c t.~.ng Secre tary . 



Ind. Ter • D i v. 
1725-99. 
3 enclosures. 
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Through the Commissioner of Indian i ffa i rs 

(Endorsed) Un i on gency # 218, received Jun . 24 , 1899 . ffic e of 
u.s. Indi an Inspe c tor for Indi an Terri tory . ·ashi ngton , June 17, 
1899. Se cretary . Re turns papers relative to complaint of s . F . 
Green. 
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DEPART !.IBNT OF 'IHE INTERI OR , 
Off ice of u . s . I ndian Inspector . 

for 
Indian Terr i t ory . 

~ uscogee , I nd . T. 
Jul y 10 , 1900 . 

The Secr etary of the Interior. 

Sir:-

Under date of pril ? , 190 , an order was issued by the 

Depar tment t o the Unit ed St ates I ndia n g en t , Union Agen cy , f or 

the removal of one E . C. Baker f rom t he Chickas aw at i on , I nd i an 

Territory . 

I enclose her ewith a co py of a let ter f rom ~ • J . • Elli s , 

Capt a in U. S . Indi an Polic e , dat ed J une 18 , 1900 , and addres sed 

to Hon. dm. B. J ohnson , United s t a tes ttorne y for the Southern 

Distr i ct, Indian Territor y , a dvising h i m t hat , in compliance i th 

orders from the Unit ed States Indi an Agent , he had removed sa i d 

Baker fr om the Indian Terr itory , and t hat he had r e t urned the reto . 

Under d a t e of June 20 , 1900 , the Unit,ed St a tes t t o rney adv i sed 

me of the wecei pt of such l etter from [r . Ellis , and a sked wha t 

steps it was desi red should b e t aken , as he wa s advised Baker was 

insolvent and nothi ng could be collec ted i f th e United s tates 

should r ecover j udgment for the pebal ty of ·+ooo.oo. 
Under date of 3uly 2, 1900, I addres sed a commun icat ion 

( copy he r ewith) to Mr . J ohnson , reque sti ng that he have bench 

warrant issued for Baker and proceed agains t him criminal l y for 

having returned to t he I ndi an country after ha ving been remov.e d 

therefrom, and encl osing f or hi s i nforma t :iton a copy of t he op i n ­

ion of Judge Springer, holding t ha t a ction could be br o ught by 

criminal, a nd not civil, pro ce edure. 

On July 5, 1900, I addressed Mr. J ohnson aga i n on t his 

#4, L. 30-38. 
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subject, referring to my ilietter of July 2 , and asking him to ad­

vise me what steps he had taken in the matter . 

In reply thereto he advises me , under da t e of July 9 

(copy herewith) , that the court there ( J"udge Townsend) , after 

being shown the deoi~ion of Judge Sprin~r--

"stated that he did not believe a crimina l p rosecution 

would hold , where the statute simply provided a penalty for re ­

entering the Indian country , and therefore did not agree with that 

opinion, a nd I agree with him. 

"This office , howe ver , is m~ing a thorough invest iga tion 

of the question , and if I conclude that a criminal prosecution 

can be mintained , I will begin it , otherwise , not , unless spec­

ially instructed to do so by the attorney general. " 

copy of the opinion of Judge Springer abo~e referred to 

was recently informally left by me in the office of the Commission­

er of Indian ffairs , and I understand that a copy has also been 

made in the Ind i an Territory Div ision of the Department . I under­

stand that there are numerous other opinions bearing upon this 

same subject , where parties have been prosecuted crimina lly for 

returning to the Indian country efter having been removed there ­

from. 

In view of the fact that the Governor of the Chickasaw 

Nation has asked that other persons be removed from the limits of 

said Nation for refusing to comply with the tribal laws , and as a 

person has also been recently removed from and returned to the 

to the Cherokee Nation, it is important that some a c t ion be tak~ 

in reference to this man Baker, for returning to the Chickasaw 

II 4, L. 30-32 
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Nation, where he ru w is , after having been removed therefrom. 

I therefore respectfull y request that it be ascertained 

from proper authorities whether par ties have been proceeded 

against criminally for returning to the Indian country in other 

instances, and i f so, that the ttorney General be asked to 

direct the District ttorney for the s outhern Dis t rict to so 

proceed in this instance, as i t is important that p~ompt ac tion 

be taken in the matter , otherwise it will be useless to remove 

others from the Indian Territory . 

I respectfully a sk to be advised in r eference to this 

matter as early as pract icable . 

J.G.W. (Me) 

Very respectful l y , 
Your obedient servant , 

U. S. Indian Inspector , for the 
Indian Territory . 

{Endorsed) Press Book # 4 , ffice of u.s . I ndi an Inspe ctor , 
Muskogee, Okla homa , Letter # 30- 32 . 
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Department of the Interior , 

ash ington, 

July 28,1900 . 

Connnissiomr of Indian Affairs . 

Sir : 

The Department is in receipt of a communication dated 

July 25th from Acting Attormy General Thompson , in vbich he 

states : 

"In compliance Wi. th the request contained in your letters 
of the lOth and 18th instant (I . n . 2166 , 2341-1900 , L. R. s . ) , I 
have tcxiay directed Wm . B. Johnson, U. S . Attorney at Ardmore , 
I . T., to institute and press to trial criminal proceedings against 
E . C. Baker , a white man , charged With having unlawfully returned 
to the Chickasaw Nation after having been ejec ted therefrom" . 

The quotation from said letter is given h3rein that you 

ma.y be duly informed of tre action bei:t\g taken by the Department 

of Justice . 

Ind . Ter. Div . 
2474- 1900 . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 975 Received Aug. ~ , l900 Office 
of U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washington , 
Aug . 3 , 1900, COMMISSIONER----Transmits copy letter from 
Depar1ment stating that Acting Attorney General Thompson has 
instructed u . s . Attorney Johnoon at Ardmore to bring suit against 
E. C. Baker for returning to I . T.----
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A llil> ORIAL . 

TO HE D WES CO I SSION TO ES'r BLISH THE PR D I NARY 

ALLOTTING BO RD .T TI SHO. I no. 

7338-A 

WHERE S , t he Honorab le, The Secretary of Int erior, has 

premulgated the rul es of his Department to govern the work of 

allotting the lands in sever alty t ·o the members of the Fi ve Oi-

vilized Tribes , wh ich directs the Honorab le Dawes Commission to 

establish an of f ic e i n each of t h e said Tribes where any citizen 

llll Y file his declaration as to his present possessions, and his 

further intention of a llotting the same ; and, 

EAS , Tishomingo is now t he Chi ckasaw Ca pi tal , made so 

in the early dawn of the Tribe's Constitutional Government , 

and so continued through all the meandering strides to at tain 

a government of Liberty and Law--a site named i n ··ust honor of 'our 

first good ch ief , Tishominco , the Father of ur country , and con ­

tempor eaneus wi th George . a shine t on , the Gather of HIS count~ , -­

the United s tate s of America . I t is to that god (Sic ) old c hief 

and the old State House on t hes e hills , to which , f or more than 

a half - cen tuary , ( ic) that the humble f ull- blood ha s looked f or 

assistance , for justice , for protection under our system during 

all our efforts to master the arts of consit ituiona l government , 

j ust a s the sovereign American citizen in the early days of the 

Great epublic , looked to their Chieftain , and after hi s death, 

toget her t o their National Capitol , whi ch bears hi s name . Hither 

s t il l this humble class , the full -blood the most pat ient , but 

most deserving of the tribe , feels safe in traveling . y t ro uble 

or expense our Guardian Government , the United St a tes of Amer ic a , 

can save them; any reasonable consider ation , ought t v b e vouchs -
18 03 
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afed to them: Therefore , 

BE TT RESOLVED BY THE SEN TE (THE HOUoE COFCURRI 1G) OF THE 

CHICKA AT ION: 

That the Honorable awes Commis s ion be , and the same 

are, hereby most earnestly pet it .ioned t o establish t he said l and 

of fice or prelimin ary allotting board for their tribe in our 

Capi tel , Tishomingo, ·vhere their fr iends , and the le ad i ng , in­

fluenti al members of the ~ribe may adv i se this clas s as to their 

obligations and duties ; 

BE I T FURTHER R SOLVED, That t hi s is not in a ny manner to en-

dorse the rulings of the depart o.ent , nor t o eff ect our rights 

under the Atoka greement , nor to bind us in any manner to any 

manner to any ruling o f the Department , wh ich may be in conflict 

with said agreement . 

Re commended b y 

D. H. Johnston. 

Passed the Senate December 16 th , 1898. elson Ch i gley , re s . 
Protem s enate. Attest. 1. 1 . Ream. 0ecty . 

Passed the ouse December 20th 1898. M. V. headh . ttest . J . G. 
Thompson Clerk . 

1803 
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EXECUTIVE D EP R T 1. E T 

C H I C K s ~ 

T I · 0 N. 

EXECUTIVE 0FFIC S : 
Douglas H. Johns t on . 

Gov ern or . 
Chas . D. carter . 

Nat'l Secy . 
Palme r • ! os eley . 

a t•l Treasurer . 
ifm. T. fard . 

Attny. Gen • 

. Tihsomingo, I . T. Dec . 20 , 1898. 

Hon . Tames Bixby , 

_cting Ch ' m'n Da es Com., 

Muskogee , I . T. 

I send herewith a \lli OR I AL to your Hon. Commis s ion , 

petitioning f or t he establishment of t he Land Off ice, or 

Preliminary Alloting Board, f or this a tion , in Tishomi ngo. 

Yours truly, 

D. H. Johnston 

Governor . 

Chickasaw Nation. 

(Endorsed) f 1803 . eceived Dec. 2? , i898. Comndssion to i v e 
Tribes. D. H. J ohnston Gov. Tishomingo. 12/20/98. 
Incloses a petition for the establishment of a l and off ice 
at Tishomingo . 



Hon. J . Geo . · right . 

Dear Sir : 

rdmor e , I • T. 

Dec . 26 , 1898. 

I have several ~enters on my farm who rented my land 

in money rent ~ ho have given me their notes payable on the 

1st of Oct ~ ' 98 , who each have paid me about one - half due 

7538-

me; The places t hat they are on I think of movi ng the improve ­

ments off as I cannot sell them so far . I think t hat t h ese men 

will try to give me trouble as the impression is agains t the 

non-citizens th at they can hold possession of the places . 

I know that t h ere is a penalty of 100 . per day against 

any Chickasaw Citizen for holding over more than his allotment 

is there any for a non-citizen holding t he land of a citizen 

without his consent . Ne arly all the land around rdmore is 

held by non-citizens and t hey do not seem to think tha t they 

will be molested but will continue to hold it . I was tal k ihg 

with a non-citizen a few days ago. He said that he had 400 

acres he did not claim to hold it under any citizen and he 

seemed to talk as though he ould have no trouble in holding 

and seemed to not be any ~ay uneasy about it . There must be 

thousands of acres held so . They have prevented our citizens 

from making improvements near this to wn . I have to buy all 

my *ood from th~~. They have fenced up hundreds f acres of 

woodland solely for the timber to sell . They have been sel ­

ling it here ever since Ardmore was established and doing to­

day and every day . Are the u.s. intercourse laws repe led. 

I would be glad if you would pay this part of the nation a 

1837 
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visit. You can not form any op inion of the people and the 

country without you do . 

I think that I can refer you to Mr . ~isdom as to mJ 

standing and etc . I am sorry to have to t ak e up any of your 

time and only ne ces sity compels me to do so. 

- ~st respectf ully 

bel D. Ch ase . 

(Endorsed) # 1837, eceived De c. 27 , 1898 . De partment of the 
Interior. ~ uskogee, I . T. bsl D. Chase , Ardmore , I . T. Writes 
about his right to remove improvements of of surplus lands. 
Also reports l arge holdings of Indian lands by whites . 
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November 30 , 1899 . 

TO TH · l{ I\ 0 .L BLE D d 
118 CO :Tiui SI 0_ • 

iUSCOGJE , r r;D. T~ • 

e, tbe undersi ned citi z ens of the Chickasau N t i on , r espect-

fully petition Y HO .oR · B E B DY to establish the Land Offi ce 

for the Chickasa v Nation at mishomingo . In- as - much as 1 Na t -

ional b· siness has long been transacted there ; our citi zens are 

accustomed to go ing t here ; are .ell acqua i nt ed with t bus i ness 

people : c a n obtain fi nancia l or ot her aid t ere , mich ight 

not be possib l e in any other to r , t he full- blood peop l e . ouJd 

much prefer tr -nsacti ng t heir Officia l busi ness i n Tishomingo to 

going to a l arge r or a rail- ro ad to 1 , T F e respectfull 

ask t h t Tishomingo be selected the site r ·or t'he Chickasa ~ Land 

Office . 

N A M 

.lm. Rennie , 

Jno. E . r.~cLish , 

.~:lex ennie r . 

Clayborn Pickens 

Isaac .F illmore 

'r . J . chapman , 

Jas . Perkins , 

Henry Green ood , 

·.: .G. lard , 

Calvin Dyro , 

A.H.Collent , 

T . M. ;/hi te, 

R.L.Boyd , 
7045 

S r A .~ E S 

D . • Chatman , 

. Slloytusky 

Frazier ... ~Lish 

John ickens 

z . M. \accur tain , 
his 

Thomp son x Pickens 
mark 

Harvey (his x mark) eter 

Joe (h is x mark ) Under · ood 

illiam Unde r wood 

. • • oyner , 

H. L. uldrow J r ., 

Charles _.:c a in, 
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A [ 

J . ~ · . Byrd 

J a s . Fr zier , 

Livie e wberry , 

Cha r le y Dro vm , 

J oe Guess , 

Ni cho l as Ashal a , 

Geo . ', . Burris , 

Sobe Gues s , 

Frne y. ; .aitakar s , Jailor 

B . . Colbert , 

~ . E . Jones , 

H. H. Burris , 

am rv· ytubby , 

Jimmie Ca s e , 

Albert Coll i ns , 

J . · . Fr ank l i n , 

.r. H. Dun cum , 

~ .c . JcGhee , 

Vic t or Johns t o n , 

A.P . McKi nney , 

Alfred Humes . 
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r A J'[ s 

R. , . Ha r ris , ··x . Gov . 

T . B. ! cLi sh , Dis t . Clerk C. H. 

·1 . 1 . Ki ngsbery , 

J ohn Fol som , 

Geo . H. Ki ngsbe ry , 

be n Br o ·m, 

J . ' . Harri s , 

J . O. Lauero , 

Campbe l l , He nders o n , 

Le i s , ee l , 

Col bert Kee l , 

Gi l bert Kaney , 

1 cKi nney , J ohn , 

Be n Pas haka , 

. 1 . Delb r, 
J os i ah Bro n , 

A. S . l.fcDonald, 

C. H. Br o n , _epre s ena t ive . 

. R. P i t chl ynn , 

(End orsed ) Union 'gen cy o . 7045 Commission t o i v e Tribes , re e d . 
Nov . 30 , l 899 . Commi t t e e (un si gne d ) Tishomingo , I . T. l l / 27/99 . 
----Submitting list of c iti zens 'J ho p eti t i on tile Da ~e s Commi ss i on 

t hat a Land Offic e be es t abli she d t i s h o·mi ngo .----
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D T ... :E T Tl n T~ I 
.1 sHr n'l' .• 

ecember 2? , 1900 . 

The resident. 

Sir: 

I ha ve the honor to su bmit herewith for execu t ive action , 

under t he prov i s ions of section 29 of t he act of ongress ap proved 

June 28, 1898 (30 St a t. , 495) , an act of t he Leg islature of the Ch1 ck-

asaw Nation entitled "An ct authorizing and direct i ng the Governo r 

to take such steps as may be ne cessary to prot ect the i ntere s ts of 

the Chickasaw · ation in the atter of t he Chic k asaw Fre edmen and ~:. e st -

ern lan ds , and to r eport h i s action to t he Legi s l a tur e . " 

he nited States Indi an Insp ector f r t he I ndianTerri t ory i~ 

his report sta tes that the pr eamble of s ai d a c t d eclares that s e vera l 

thousa nd persons , known as Chick as aw Fr eedmen , a re hol ding l ands in 

t he Chickasaw ation , a lthough tbey ha ve ne ver been adopted and have 

no right to ci tizenshi :p or interest in tri ba l pro perty ; and that Con-

gres r: has d ir ected the Commiss ion to t h e Five Civilized Tribes to mak e 

a r oll, and pl a ce ea ch freedmon in possess ion of for t y ac r es of l a nd , 

to be held until h is status shall be determined in such manner as may 

be prov ided by Congress; also , that there are l arge areas of l and s 

lying wes t of the 98th neridian, co mpens a tion for whi ch the C icka s aw s 

have never been able to secure, and it becomes necessary that sa id 

matters be settled at t he earliest pos sib le date . 

The act authorizes the Governor to inform h i mse lf on t he 

freedman quest ion and of the ri gh ts and i ntere sts of the Chi ckasaws 

in said lands lying vest of the 98th mer i di an , and afterwards to ake 

such steps as, in his judgment, may be necessary and pr oper , and de­

clares th at the compens a tion for any servic es th at may ~be rendered 

Under said act shall be made on ly from the l a nds so recover ed , or their 
1&88 
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proceeds, and requires t he Governor to report his ac t ion t o the next 

session of the Leg i s l ature . 

The Inspector s t a tes t ha t the s ubmit t ed said a ct t o the Com­

mission to the ~ ive Civili zed Tribes on e cemb er l , 1900 , and re que ­

sted to be r urnished any i n f ormation or suggest i ons whi ch the Com­

mission mi ght desir e to off e r cone er ni ng the ad vi s ab i l i t y of appr ov­

ing s a id act ; tha t the Act ing Chairman on Dec emb er 5th report ed tha t 

he saw no objec t ion to the a ct , an d s a i d Inspe ctor submits the same 

f or such action a s the Department deems proper . 

The Commis s i oner of Indi an f fa i rs st ates that he understands 

t hat the ·cl a i ms of the hickasaw people to the l a nds known as "Greer 

County", Texas , and t o the lands l-ying we s t of the 98 th merid i an , 

wer e f i nal ly deter mined by a r ecen t deci s ion of t he Supreme Court 

of t he Un ited St a te s , and hence the re i s no ne cess i ty f or the empl oy­

ment of a ny attorneys in t be prem ises . 

The act appe ars t o be ob jectionab l e for th e reasons sta ted 

by t he Commi ssi oner , and I ha ve , there fo re , to reco end tha t the 

s ame be disappro ved . The letter of the Ins p ector and ~c t ing Chair­

man and c opy of report of the Commi ssioner of Ind i an f f a i rs are en-

closed. 

Respec t f ully , 

Tho . R. Ryan , 
Ind.Ter. Div. ct i ng s ecretary. 
4253-1900. 
4 enclosures . 
(Endors ed) Union gency # 1588 recei ved Jan . 11, 1901. fff ce of 
u. s . Indi an Inspec t or f or I . 'r . Vas h i ngton , J an . 4 , 1901, Sec ­
retar y. Ch ickas aw 1 ct author 1 zi ng Gov. to act in r e Freedmen an d 
estern l a nds,--Di d ' PR VLD. 
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NEW ENGLAND NATIONAL BANK 
Capital, Surplus and Profits $4oo,ooo.oo 

J.F.DOWNING, President. 
C.J.HUBBARD, Vice President. 
GEO. B. HARRISON, Jr., Cashier. 
F .T .CHII.DS, Asst.Cash ie r. 

Secretary of t.OO Interior, 

· ashi:r.gton, D. c. 

Dear Sir:-

KANSAS CITY, MO . 

Sept . 29, 1902. 

? 34? - .. 

Under tre new Supplemental Treaty with the Chickasaw and 

Choctaw Nations, providing for tre establis.broont of a Land Of­

fice in each Nation, we wish to urge upon you the naming of 

Chickasha, Indi_an Territ ary, as a place for the location of one 

of too se af'fic e s. Chickasha, we regard as the most promising 

city in the Indian Terri tory today, anl believe it wi 11 be for 

the benefit of the people of tre Territory to have an office 

located there. 

Very truly yom- s, 

J. F. Downi:Q?;, 

President. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l7575 Reed. Oct. 9,1902 Department, 
Ryan, Washington, D. c. October 3, 1902----Enclosi.ng letter from 
the President at the New England National Bank at Kansas City, 
W.ssom"1, relative to t.Q, establish~nt of a land office at 
Chickasha.----
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

ITD 6016, 6017-1902. Washington. October 3, 1902. 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

There are transmitted herewith two letters, each dated 

Sep~ember 30, 1902, one from the President of Tbe Importers' 

&. Traders' National Bank of New York , the other from the 

Vice President of The Hanover National Bank of the City of 

New York, in relation to establishing a land o,ffice at Chicka-

sha, Indian Territory. The Department desires your report and 

recommendation in the matter. 

1'15'17. 

Respectfully , 

Thos. Ryan , 

Acting Secretary . 



Edward Townsend, President . 
H. H. Powell, Cashier. 
G. H. Hulin,Asst. Cashier . 
G. H. Blish, Asst . Cashier 
c. F. Regan, Asst • . Cashier 

Hon. Ethan A. Hitchcock, 

THE IMPORTERS & TRADERS NATIONAL BANK 
of New York 

"Hew York, 
Sept . 30th , 1902 . 

Secretary of the Interior , ashington , D. c. 

Dear Sir: -

We understand that the new supplemental treaty with the 

Chickasaw and Choctaw Nations provides for the ewtablishment 

of a land office in each of the Nations . le take tbe liberty 

of writing to you at ·the request and on behalf of our esteemed 

correspondent H. B. Johnson , Esq., Cashier of The First National 

Bank of Chickasha, Indian Territory, to respectfully call your 

attention to the advantages offered by Chickasha as a location 

for one of such lmd offices. 

~e are informed that there is no town more centrally located 

and that has better railroad facilities than Chickasha, as two 

roads from the East. and the m · n l .ine of the Rock Island, North 

and South, pass through that place. 

We beg to state that we have known Mr. Johnson well and 

favorably for many years, and his father and grandfather before 

him, and place confidence in the representations made by him as 

to the advantages possessed by his place for the purpose above 

indicated. 

We trust you will see your war to favorable consideration 

ot his request, and beg to remain, 

Yours respectfully, 

Edward Townsend,Pres1dent. 

175'1'1. 



UNITED STATES DEPOSITARY 

Jas. T. toodward, President. 
J as . M. Donald, Vice President . 
w.m. Halls Jr. Vice President . 

Ca.pi tal 
Surplus 

3,ooo,ooo. 
5,ooo,ooo. 

THE H.ANOVER NATIONAL BANK 
of the city of New York 

9 & 11 Nassau St. 
NEW YOBK 

Temporary address , 
7 Vall Street . 

Hon. Ethan A. Hitchcock , 

Se cretary of tbe Interior , 

a.shington, D. C. 

Sir: 

William Logan, Cashier . 
tm. I. Lighthipe , Asst Cash . 

Elmer E . Whitaker , Asst . cash. 

September 30th, 1902 . 

At the request of ope of our good friends in Indian Territory , 

we write you in regard to the establishment of a land office in 

Chickasha.. ~e understand that offices will soon be opened in the 

Chickasaw and Choctaw nations, and while we are unfamiliar with the 

merits of the c ase , we feel that our correspondent would not urge 

the selection of a point unless it were well adapted . ill you 

be good enough to consider Chickasha in this connection, and a ny 

favor you may show it will be greatl y appreciated. 

Respectfully , 

James M. Donald. 

Vice Pres . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l7577 Reed. Oct. 9,1902 Department, 
Ryan, lashington, D. c. October 3, 1902.----Enclosing letters 
relative to the establishment of a land office at Chickasha.---- · 
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Choc . Roll 11201 

CO MI ISSIONE s . 
T.AM3 ED~ BY. Department of the Interior , 
TH011AS B. NE.r.;DLES . 
C •• BRECKI NRIDG.!:!i . 
~I .E . STANLEY . 

C O:MMISSI 0 T 0 THE FI CIVI IZED TRIB. u • 

ALLISO N L . YLE ORTH , 
' e c re tary. 

Address only the 
Commission to t he ive ivilized Tribes . 

Commissioner in C rge , 

taka , Indian Terri tory , 

June 2 , 1903 . 

Ch ickasaw Land ffice , 

Tishomingo , Indian Terri tory. 

Dear S ir : 

Referring to tele graphic communic ations betwee n this and 

your office of ay 26 , 1903 , and your letter to t he Commissioner in 

Charge of this of"fice of ay 28 , 1903 , relative to al lo tme nt made 

at your office on iay 23 , 1903 , by icholas razier for and on be ­

half of h is nife , Lina raz i e r , Choctaw by blood l o . ll201 , and the 

issuance of a citizenship certificate here to said Line Fraz ier on 

May 26 , 190 3 , you are advised that said citi zenship certif icate was 

issued before the re ce i pt of your noti ce that one bad been issued 

to her by you on ay 23, 1903. a id cit i zensh i p certi ficate 

was issued here to said Li na Frazier on t he forenoon of 1 ay 26 , 1 903 , 

and she t hereupon made application for hersel f for an a llotment of 

l and in the Choctaw Nation . 

In checking over your no~ices of t he issuance of citi zenship 

certificates on May 2 3 , 1903 , which were receive d here on t he after­

noon of May 26 , 1903 , we discovered that you had issued one to fBaid 

Line .t!razier, and therefore no record v;as made of her appli cat ion 
182. 
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f'or an allotment of l and i n t .he Choc taw Nation as aforesaid . 

There is ~re vri th encl osed , for your c onsiderat i on and appro­

priate a c t ion , one c opy of the testimony in t he matter of t he 

ap p l i c a t i on of Li na razier, Choc taw by blood No . ll201 , for an 

allotme nt of land in t h3 Choc taw Nation for ~rself . This t esti -

mony discloses the fact that said i cholas Frazier has abandoned 

his s a i d wi fe , Li na razier ; that she desires to take her all ot­

men t i n t he Choctaw Nation , and that she had no kno ledge that 

her hus band had selec ted an al lo trrant for her in the Chickasaw 

Na tion unt i l she saw him at Atoka on May 2? , 1903 . 

In view o f al l t~ fa cts and cir cumstance s , a s dis closed i n 

the aforesaid mentioned testimony , should not the al lo trrent made 

to said Li na razier at your offic e on ~ay 23 , 1903 , be c ancel led , 

in order that she may be permitted to t ake her allotment in the 

Cho ctaw Nation ~here she r esi des , and des i res to take her homestead? 

e spec tfu lly , 

i ll i am H. Ange ll 

Clerk in Charge . 

(Endor sed) Union Agency o . l 8 2 ecd . J un . 4 , 1903 Choc taw Land Offi ce , 
Atoka , Ind . Te r ., June 2 , 1903 .---- el ati ve t o a llo tment ma de a t 
Chickasaw Land Of fice ay 23 , 1903 by i ch olas raz i e r for and 
on behalf of h is i f e , Lina "r a zi e r .----



Dawes Comition (Sic} 

Atoka I . T . 

Gents: 

?352-B 

Folsom, I . T. 

July 24 , 1903 

As you already understand I supose (Sic } that I am one of 

those so call ed Court Citizens I have improvements both in the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations I own section 32 in Chickasaw 

Nation township 4 Range 8 East have it under a good 4 Wire fence 

a good house and some o-. it cultivated I own the North West 

quarter o~ section 34 and the south east quarter of section 2? 

have it all in cultivation I own all of section 26 a nd also a 

fraction of section 27 also south half of section 23 and 80 acres 

block south east corner of section 22 . I have all of which 

lies in township 4 range 8 E. I have in my possession all of 

said land in cultivation and under a Wire fence. Owing to my 

condition I am not allowed to file on my land . Would you protect 

my land from allotment until my matters are settled and now I 

have 13 in family to alot (Sic) and you can look after the 

land and see if I have land in ·excess or not . The very best 

appraisements that I can make I am short some where between 300 

and 500 acres of land Will you please send me a map of town­

ship 4 range 8 E of the Choctaw Nation and the ~praised value 

of said land that I have specified so I may know what I am doing . 

385. 

Yours Truly 

E .J.Horne. 
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Muskogee, Indian Territory, October 14 , 1903. 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Office , 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir: 

There is inclosed you herewith letter of September 21 , 

1903, (General Office 26082 - 1903) from Chas . f . alters , of Ardmo~e , 

Indian Territory, in whi ch he st ates that on September 8 he directed 

a letter to the Commission relat ive to the applica tions for a llot­

ment to his wife , ·sabel alters and Simon and Sibbie Boa tman , but 

has never received any reply thereto . 

An examination of the record s of this office sho that 

there was received on September 11 , 1903, a letter f rom Ss abel ~7al­

ters of dmore, Indian Territory, (Gener a l Office 247?6 -1903 ) 

which was on that date referred to your off ice for proper disposi­

tion. This letter is not in the f il es of this off ice nor have e 

any record of any rep l y thereto , dra fted by your office and forward­

ed to the General Office f or copying and mailing . 

It is also noted that this is true relative to other cor­

respondence recently referred f rom this off ice to the Chickasaw 

Land Office for wroper disposition . 

Innumerable lett ers of inquiry are received at the General 

Office rel a tive to matters of allotment in t he Chickasaw Nation, 

which it has been deemed expedient to f orwa rd to your offi ce for 

proper disposition. These letters, when received at the Genera l 
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Offi ce , are indexed and entered of r ecor d and properly belong to the 

files of the General Office . We have no recor d of the re turn by 

your office of let ter s re f erre d for appropriate a ction since August 

1 , 1903 . 

It is al so noted tha t this of fice ha s not been furnished 

with the original s of letters pr epared at your off ice since the above 

date , and we are , t herefore , i n t otal i gnorance of the purport of 

the correspondence prepa red and mailed f rom the Chickasaw Land Of-

f ice . 

If you will remember , at the time of the establ ishment of 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Land office , April 15 , 1903 , certa in 

"Rules and Re gulat ions gov erning the conduct of the Choctaw and 

Chicka saw Land Off ices of the Commiss i on to the Five Civilized 

Tri bes" were prepared , and agreed to by you . OWing to the fa c t that 

at the time of the preparation of s uch rules you ere in Tishomingo, 

and the absence of Commiss i oner Breckinridge f rom Muskogee , the 

rules were not f orma lly adopted at any meet i ng of the Commiss ion , 

but were signed by Commissioner Nee dles , you and myself , and copies 

thereof were furnished your off ice , the Choctaw Land Offi c e and the 

genera l office . 

The se rules and re ulations ere forma lly adopt ed at a 

meeting of the Commis s ion held at the ene r a l off ic e a t usko ee , 

Indian Territory , On August 28 , 1903 , at h ic h ere pre sent Commis -

145 
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stoners Bixby, Needles and Stanley . 

In connection \nth the procedure of your off ice I desire 

especially to invite your attention t o tha t section of the rules and 

regulations re f erred to as adop te d relative to Correspondence a s 

follows: 

"1 . Letters received at the gener al off ice and referred to the 
land offi ces for repl y are to be cop ied a t t he l and off ic e and re­
plies there t o prepared , the -letters ·or reply t o be i nitia led by the 
clerk in c harge and b y t he employe who may ha ve orig i nally prepared 
the same , all suc h rep l ies are to be t r ansmitted .to the gene r a l of­
fice f or copy ing and ma iling . In the absence of the Commissione r the 
Clerk in Charge will send a ll replies to the general offic e for s i g­
nature as we ll as to be cop i ed and ma iled . 

2 . Copies of letter s referred ·to the .land office s and copi es of 
replie s thereto a re _to be indexed and f iled i n cabinet s files f or 
that purpose . Or i gi nal letters , after cop i es and r eplies have been 
made , as· herein ·indicated , wi ll be returned to the general of fice. 

3 . Letters of inquiry received at the l and off ices a r e t o ·ee r, , 
copied at the off ic e s and replies thereto p r epared as in the ca se of 
letters referred to t he la~d off ice by the gene~al off ice . 

4 . Letters of inquiry rel ative to ci t i zenship and enrollment 
and app lica tions f or class i f ica tion of l and a nd segregat i on ·of coal 
and a sphalt -lands a re to be r ef err ed to the ep.era l of f ice ·for r ep l y • 

. 5 . All lette rs f rom t h e Commi ssion t o the land offi ces are t o 
be brief ed , i ndexed and fi led i n the order re ceived . 

6 . Letters from the l and off ice s to t he gener 1 o fi ce are to 
be sign¢d b y. the Commis s ioner in Cha r ge or , in hi s absence , by the 
clerk i n cha rge, and copied i n let ter bool:cB · provided f on . that pur ­
pose . " 

Apparently the se rules and re gulat ions have not been f ol­

lowed by your off ice and a great deal of emba rrassment ha s been 

caused to the work of the gener a l off ice in consequence thereof . 

I am merely calli~g t his matter t o your at tention in order that you 

may t ake the proper step·s to rectify this non-observa nce of these 

rules and regulat ions. I do not think it necessary .for me to point 

out the embarrassment that the p resent procedure of your of fice 

has caused the general of fice . 

145 
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0ur maii , as received , is conse cut ively numbe red and the 

employes of the genera l o ~fice are invari abl y reQuired , after an­

swering a letter of inQuiry , to see that it is returned to the 

mailing offi ce in order that it may be placed i n its proper number 

in the files . The retention by your off ice of a ll letters referred 

to you for repl y has. caused the utmost emba r rassment and annoyance 

in endeavorin to locate the prese~t wher eabouts of such letters . 

nother cause of annoyance is the fa c t that this off i ce 

is ofte·n in receipt o f letters of inquiry referring to some previous 

letter received from the Commissi on and after a most thorough s ea rch 

the only conclusion e can rea ch is that the f ormer let ter must have 

been p repared and ma iled direct f rom your off ice wi thout the eneral 

office having any cognizance whatever of the contents thereof . 

Recently we have had several case s of this cha r a cter , and 

in reply to such letters have advised t he inQuirers that e had no 

record of any fdrmer lett er i n regar d to the mat t e r having been f or­

warded f rom the Commission . 

It is also apparent f rom let ters re ceived f rom applicants 

for enr ollment in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Na tions that your office 

has been pursuing the policy of advising such appl icant s relat iv e 

to their ri ghts to enrollment and c_itizenship . This is in direct 

contradiction to rule four above quo ted . 

It was the intention and even now is the policy of the 

Commission to deaL with all matters rel tive to ci t izenship in the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations at the genera l of fice and the Choctaw 

and Chi ckasaw Land Offices are m~rely to ma ke the allotments to such 
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citizens and free~men of the Choctaw a nd Chickasaw Nations whose 

names appear upon the f inal rolls as approved by the Secreta ry of 

the Interior. 

It was with the idea of avoiding any necessity for the t o 

land offices dealing with ci t izenship mat ters that the Commission 

adopted the rule that applica tions for allotment in the Chocta 

and Chickasaw Nat ion s hould only be received f rom such per sons 

whose names appeared upon the final rolls as approved by the Secre­

tary of the Interior . 

It is impossible for your off ice , in vie w of the absence 

of any citizenship records , intelligently to reply to inquiries 

regarding the ri ghts to enrollment of individuals unless their en­

rollment has been app_roved by the Secretary of t he Interior . 

I am sure that you c a n see the necessaty f or the adoption 

of the rules above quoted and the embarrassment that must be con­

sequent upon non-conformit therewi th . I have , therefore , most ea r­

nestly to reque st that the se rule s r elative to correspondence be 

strictly adhered to by your of fice and that such letters as have 

heretofore been re fe rred to your of fice for reply be returned t o the 

files ofthe general off ice. I appreciate that it 1 ill be a matter 

of considerable work to now prepare for copying in the genera l office 

letter book·s such letters as have been drafted and rna iled direct from 

your office and for the present we can leave this matter in statu quo. 

In conclusion I have to request tha t the original letter 

of Esabel Walters referred to your office on September 11 , 1903, be 

14~ 
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promptly r eplied to and that t he ori gina l letter a s r efer r ed , the 

let t er i nclosed her ewith , and the r ep l y a s prepared by your off ice 

and signed by you be transmit ted to thi s off ice f or copyi ng and 

ma iling . 

Respectfully, 

Commis s ioner in Cha r ge . 

(Endor s ed ) Union Agen cy No . 145 . - --Ca rbon of l etter t o Chickasaw 
Land Office ca lling attention t o i mproper hand l ing of corr espond­
ence. 
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D E .: E I T F I • co·. ,: I .J 'I ~ To ·rH ~, t . , 
.l..J LIZ " T.,. IB 1'3 • 

usko ge e , ndian Territory , 

e cember l , l 03 . 

' Commis s ion t o t e Fi ve i vi l i zed Tr i bes , 

~ u skogee , Ind i a n Ter r i tory , 

Gentlemen : 

I desire t o ca ll the attent i on of the C ~iss ion tf the 

f ollowi ng re port of the v iola tion y the hickasaw and f f ice 

of the ul es governing the con duct of the Cho eta~ and Ch ickasaw 

Land ff i ces of the ornm i s s i on , the "Rules and REtgu t i ons 

governing the oe lection o f llotments and the Desi gna tion of 

·orne steads i n the Chaeta and vhickasaVJ a t i ons" adopted by 

the v m. i ssi on ·-arch 24 , l 03 , and the various resolutions of 

the ommi ss i on af f ecting the ork of that office from t i r1e to 

t i me : 

L T .--.. T • 

l . 

he h ickasav and ff i ce has nut as certa ined f rom 

allottee s ~hethe r rail ay stat i ons have b een l ocat ed upon or 

ad joining the l ands all otted he r e su ch lands are selected 

f or town s i te pur:po se s in a ccordance ~ i th the provisi ons of 

t h e r e solutaon o f the Commi s s ion f ·ar ch 27 , 1 903 , a s fo l -

lows : 

15 

"Resolved that . th e Commis s ion make spe cia l a ll roc­

eedings inci ent t o t hose a llot ments of l and upon 

which towns or pro osed to vm s or ra ilroad stati ons 
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are l ocate d , no t exceeding six hundred and forty 

acres for one po i nt . " 

( ee le tte r of g ener a l office to Chickasaw 

and ff i ce of Apri l 21 , 1 903 

The hick sa L nd ff ice h as not required of al l ottees 

t ha t t he y des ignate as a ho1reste ad l and the appraised va l ue of 

which shall be as near as practic ab le to 5 20 . 64 , as provide d 

by pa r agraph 4 under the head of " llot entsn of the ul e s and 

egula tions gover~ing the Choc taw and h ie asa Land ff ices , 

a s follows : 

"In the determinati on of a home s tead selection , 

the appraised val ue t he reof shal l be a s near as 

pract icable to 520 . 64 , computed from the ap-

praised value of the nearest qua rter - quarter -

auarter subdivis i on . " ... 

t he Chick saw Land 

Cl ara L. 

fi ce : 

cColl 1 , hocta ro ll by blood 9584 , 

~pril 20 , 1 903 , appra i sed val ue o f homestead 

a llotment , 100 . 0 • eor e . • .Ba l dwi n , hocta 

r oll by b lood 4 778 , ~pril 21 , l 3 , appra i sed 

va lue of homes t ead , '1 62 . 0 . a tie ' Brien , 

h ickasaw roll by b lood , 4 5 , "'pr il 21 , 1 9 03 , 

Appraised val ue of ho estead a llo ment ,.; 580 . 44 . 

·aud Folsom , Choctaw roll b y b lood 6441 , ... a 4 , 

1 903 , appraised va lue of ho1.estea d a l lo t me nt 

15 
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~484 . 75 . Cora Coffe e , vhickasaw r oll by b lood 

3048 , ay 19 , 1903, appraised value of ho ne­

stead a llo tment :560 . 10 . all ie 'harp , hick asa v 

roll by b lood 19 8 , .ay 22 , 1903 , apprai sed value 

of homestead ~580 . 0 1 . 

3 . 

The Chickasaw Land ff ice has not i f ied persons hose 

enrollment has been approved b' the ecretary o f the Interior 

that a notation would be made upon the record s of that o ff ice 

of t he l and desired in allotment and that the ci tizen maki ng 

such reque t ~ould be notif ie d in the event that any other 

citizen or freedman makes applicat i on for such land . 
• 

It as understo d tha t this rule wa s only to appl y to 

such persons vhose enro llment had not been approv ed by t he Se c­

retary of the Interior , in order ' that th e y mi ght have opportunity 

to institute contest prov ided such land va s s elected by any 

other ci t i zen nhos e enrollment had been approve~ . 

here the enrollment of the per s on maki ng the r eque s t had 

been approved he or she sh uld have been notif i ed to appear a t 

the land off ic e a nd se l ect h is or her allo t men t o 

( ~ee l etter of genera l offi ce to Ch i ckasaw 

Land ff ice of Jay 8 , 1 903 . ) 

4 . 

Beports of allo t ents ade by the Chickasaw Land ff ice 

have not been expeditiously f or ~arded f ro t he h i ckasa 1 Land 

Of fice to the Choctaw Land ffice and th e genera l office at 

uskogee . 

(see general office let t er of .a 18 , 19 3 , to 
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Chi cka s aw Land f i ce . 

e e allotment t o ~homa s , atson , hoct aw 

ro ll by b l ood Jurnber 1 9 • 

5 o 

~ o al l otment cer ti f icate s ha ve so far been pr epared 

by t he h ick as aw Land ff ic e and f orwar ded t o the genera l o f ­

f ice i n ac cordan ce wi th the res olu t ion of t he Commi ss i on ado pte d 

3ep t ember 1 6 , 1 903 , a s f ol l ows : 

uReso lved , rrha t allotment cert i f ica t es and certif ic a t es 

of ho1 e stead a llot e nt s be prepar ed and i ssued 

t o such citi zens and f re ed en of the hoctaw, 

Ch i cka s aw and he rokee Ja t i ons as have era t o-

f or e or ma y her eaf t er , s e l e c t and have de s i g-

na ted t heir allotments , where no conte t ha s 

be en ins ti tuted agai ns t such s elec t i ons : Pro -

vi ded , Tha t no such c erti f i ca t e be de l iv er ed 

to the allottee unt i l a ft er t h irty days f rom 

t he d a t e of sele ct i on ; rovi ded furthe r , Tha t 

when such cert i f icates ha ve been pr epar ed at 

the Choc ta , h i ckas aw a nd heroke e Land f ­

f ices , saw e be t r a ns i tted to t he gener a l 

off ice of the Commi ss i on a t .~u skog ee , I nd i an 

Terri t ory , f or che ck i ng i t h t he ledger a c­

count q ~ pt of allotment s t i nd i vi dual c it i ­

zens , a nd for t he sign ture of the Chairman 

of t he Co. is s i on . illd Prov.i ded ,urt er , Tha t 

no memor anda of se l ec t i on , o ther th an t he reg-

ular certif ic3te of a llotmen t , s hal l here aft er be 

c:==========~~A~s~sued at an~ l and o f f ice • "----~------------- l 
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( ee genera l office letter of Septetber 

17 , 1903 , to Chi ckasaw Land ff i ce . ) 

6 . 

elinquishment s have been t ak en a t the h icka s aw Land 

f f ice of a port i on of the s l ection and ap proved cop i es of 

such relinqu i shments for warded to t he hoc taw Land ff ice and 

t he ge nera l offi ce wi th i nstruct i ns t hat the or i gi na l re~orts 

made by the h ickasaw and ffi ce be corre cted . The General 

ff ice ha s r epe a tedly rdquested of the hickasaw Land ff ice 

in cases of thi s chara cter to prepare and fo r ward a substitute 

report . o the s e r equests the h ickasaw Land ffice has not 

replied . 

In numerous relinqu i shment s i t ha s been i mpractic able 

to ascert a in \ihe t her a port i on or the entire se l ec t ion has been 

relinquished . 

(Exampl es . allotment o f mbrose - ey , 'hoctaw ro l l by 

blood 678 1 ; Silman ~e ashintubby , hoctaw roll by bl ood 892 

1ndres Beam , hickasaw by b l ood 208E . 

? . 

Fro m reports rece i ved fr om the hickasa~ Land ffice it 

does no t ap~ar that that office has prompt l y i ndicated upon i t s 

records such l a nds a s railro ad con pan i es ha ve sough t to a cquire 

un der the provisi ons of the ac t of ongr e s s approved Februar y 28 , 

1902 , e ntitled "An ct to · gr an t the r ight of ay throu gh the 

Oklahoma Terri tor y and the Indi a n Terri to ry , to the 'nd i &.. nadar ­

ko ail way Company , and f or o t her pur poses" and properly deducted 

the areas of such lands f rom allot ents a s provided by the re so-

lution o f the Commission of September 21 , 1c 3 , a s fo llows: 
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nnesolv ed , That in .all i nstanc es ' here t he Commission 

is advis ed th· t any r ailroad co ~p any has f il ed a pl a t 

with t he ecret ar y of the nterior and the Ind i an ·_gen t 

for ndian Ter r itory , for t h e pur pose of a cquir ing land 

under t he act or 'ongress approved 2ebruar y 28 , 1 902 , 

entitled ' An a ct to grant t he ri ght of way through the 

klaho~ a rTi erri tory and the ·ndi an Terri tory to the 

Enid & Anadarko a ilway Company , a nd for other purposes ' 

said l and in the hoc taw , hi ckasaw and herokee Jat i ons 

be wit held from a llotment . t l 

(uee general off ice letter of Septe b er 9 , 

1 903 , to h ickasaw Land ff ice . ) 

Example : Allotment to i nie La renee , Ch i ckasaw b y 

blood Number 4567 . 

s ~ 

Up to and inclus ive of ctober 31 , l 03 , the Chickasaw 

Land ff ice had repor t ed 524 "H" appli ca t i ons co nsecutively 

numbered . he Genera l ff ice is unable to understand the pur­

pose of these "H" app lic a tions , i nas uch as the rules prov ide 

tha t appli ca t i ons canno t be re c ived .from any pe rsons except 

those hose enrollment has been approved b y the se cretar y of 

the Interior 1ith the exce ption of t hose case s where contes t 

proceedings have been i nstituted. he Chicka sa\ Land ffi ce , 

up to · and inclusive of ctober 31, 19 3 , re ported 425 contes ts , 

t he number of "H" app lic a tions exeeeding t he numbe r of cont es ts 

reported by 99 . 

15 
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The total number of "H" applications reported up to and 

inclusive of November 21, 1903, is 641. This office has re­

quested the Chickasaw Land Office to advise just what lands of 

the Chickasaw Nation are involved in contest proceedings and 

what disposition had been made of the additional "H" applica­

tions. 

(See general office letter of October 22, 

1903 to Chickasaw Land Office.) 

CONTESTS. 

1. 

The Chickasaw Land Office, immediately upon receipt of 

a complaint in contest oases, dockets the case and if the com­

plaint is not in proper form, returns the same to the attorney 

or the contestant. This action is contrary to the general pol­

icy of the Commission and the procedure of the o·ther offices, 

requiring that complaints be in proper form before the same are 

filed and the cases docketed. 

fSee general office letter of May 16, 

1903 to the Chickasaw Land Office.) 

2. 

The Chickasaw Land Office has proceeded to the trial of 

contest cases where the citizenship of the contestee is undeter­

mined. 

15 

(See contest cases of Robert Clark for Perry 

Clark, contestant, vs. William Filmore, contest­

ee; also Hays, contestant, vs, Brashears, 

contestee, w. H. L. Campbell, interpleader. 

see general office letter of November 3, 1903, 

to Chickasaw Land Office. 
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While the rules in contest cases permit the preparation 

of complaints by the clerk in certain meritorious cases, yet 

it was contemplated that the office should prepare all or any 

considerable number of complaints, but I am informed the conte~ 

clerk has been preparing a majority of the contest complaints, 

making no discrimination. 

COBHESPONDENCE. 

1. 

The Chickasaw Land Office has not, since August 1, 1903, 

returned to the general office any letters received at the gen­

eral office and referred to the Chickasaw Land Office for reply, 

contrary to rule 1 under the head of "Correspondence" of the 

Rules and Regulations governing the Choctaw and Chickasaw Land 

Offices, as follows: 

"Letters received at the general office and referred to 

the land otfioe for reply are to be copied at the land 

office and replies thereto prepared; the letters of reply 

to be initialed by the Clerk in Charge, and by the em­

ploye who may originally prepare the same. All such 

replies are to be transmitted to the general office for 

copying and mailing. In the absence of the Commissioner 

the Clerk in Charge will send all replies to the general 

office for signature as well as to be copied and mailed." 

2. 

The Chickasaw Land otfice has not, since August 1, 1903, 

transmitted to the general office for copying and mailing any 

letters prepared at the Chickasaw Land Office, contrary to rule 1 

lD 
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under the head of "Correspondence" above quoted. 

3. 

In the absence of the Commissioner in Charge letters 

prepared at the Chickasaw Land Office have not been transmitted 

to the general office for signature, copying and mailing, as 

provided in rule 1 under the head of "Correspondence" above 

quoted. 

4. 

In the absence of the Commissioner in Charge, let t ers 

prepared at the Chickasaw Land Off i ce have been signed by the 

Clerk in Charge, in the name of the Commissioner in Charge, and 

initialed by the Clerk in Charge, contrary to rule 1 under the 

head of "Correspondence" above quoted. 

5. 

The Commissioner in Charge of the Chickasaw Land Office, 

during his absence from the Land Office, has had mail prepared 

for his s~gnature and forwarded to him, contrary to the provis­

ions of Rule 1 under the head of •correspondence" above quoted. 

6. 

Letters received at the Chickasaw Land Office have been 

replied to from that office, the original letter received and the 

copy of the reply thereto being retained at the Chickasaw Land 

Office, contrary to rule 3 under the head of "Correspondence" as 

follows: 

"Letters of inquiry received at the land office are to 

M copied at the office and replies thereto prepared as 

in the case of letters referred to the land office by the 

General Office." 

15 
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7. 

Letters of inquiry relative to citizenship and enroll­

ment and applications for classification of land s and plats 

showing the coal and asphalt segregation received at the Ch~k­

asaw Lan.d Office have been replied to direct from that office, 

contrary to rule 4 under the head of "Correspondence" as fol­

lows: 

"Letters of inquiry relative to citizenship and enrol­

lment and applications for classification of 1and and 

segregation of coal and asphalt lands are to be refer­

red to the general office for reply." 

a. 
Letters received at the Chickasaw Land Office, instead 

of being copied at the land office and reply thereto prpared(Sic) 

and forwarded to the general office for copying and mailing, 

have been returned by the Chickasaw Land Office to the writer 

without the drafting of a reply. 

(See letter of Robert Dyer to the Chickasaw 

Land Office.) 

The infringement of the rules and regulations of the 

Commission and the disregard of its adopted resolutions, above 

reterred to, and the examples quoted, have been ascertained from 

the records of the general office. It is imprawticable to demon­

strate from the records of the Chickasaw Land Office the infring­

ements of these rules and regulations, owing to the fact that 

11 
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this report is of necessity made from the daily reports for­

warded by the Chickasaw Land Office and such returned corres­

pondence as reaches this office. 

Respectfully, 

Tams Bixby, 

CIUIBMAN. . • 

(Endorsed) Union Agency II 15 Letter of w. o. Beall rela t.i ve 
to violation of rules at Chickasaw Land Office. 



Land . 
1485- 1904 . 

The Honora ble , 

Depar-tment of the Interi or , 

OFFIC OF I NDIAN F R , 

. ·,..,shington . 
Jan . 29 , 1904 . 

The ecre t ary of the I nt erior . 

i r : 

7352- E 

There is inc losed, herewith , rep ort from Inspector 

right , dated January 5 , 1 904 , transmitti ng a r esolut i on of 

the ati onal Counc il of t he Chickasaw Na tion , approved by t he 

Governor of sai d a tion November 25 , 1903 , entit l e d : 

"A eso lution rela tive to too dispositi on of oteau 

strip . " 

The re so l ut i on is as f ollo s : 

"/hereas , unde r t he Atoka Agre ement and t he upple mentary 

.Agr e errent a cert ain strip of land lying bet een the city 

of ] ort mit h , rkans as , ani the kansas and o teau 

~ ivers , extending up said r ivers to t he mout h o f !ill 

Creek i s r ese r ved fr om a llotmen t ; and 

"" hereas , i n t e toka Agreement it is provi ded t ha t 

s u ch strip of land tts hall be disposed of in t he same manner 

and for the same pur pos e s as pro vid ed f or tovm lots here in , but 

not unt i l the Choctaw and Ch ickasaw Councils shal l dir e ct such 

disposition to be made the reof , " and 

" lhereas , it i s the vi ew of t h e Leg islature of t he C icka ­

saw 11 ation ( the Council of t he C octaw l· ati on concurrin ) t ha t 

such s t rip of land should be di sp osed of in t he ma nner provided 

8902 
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of in tl~ manner pro vided . i thout further del a y ; t heref ore . 

BE I T ' LV i'D BY T H ' GISLATUB~ OF T I 

CHICKASA.' IA.TI 

Tha t tbe Honorable Secre t ary of t he I n t erior be re ques ted 

to t ake such steps as i n h is judgmen t may be necessary and 

proper to make dispositi on of t he str ip o f land above re ­

ferred to , at t h e e arlie st p r acticable time , in t he manner 

p r ovided for the dispos iti on of to wn l ots i n t he t oka 

Agreemen t . 

The Insp ector r efers to h is r e port of De cem er 3 , 

1903 , transmi t ti ng a similar re solution of the Nat i onal Council 

of the Choctaw -ation , and s ay s it ·would appe a r t ha t t he l ands 

referred t o should be di spos ed of a s pr ovided in t he orig i nal 

agr eemen t , and .he recomme nds t he approv 1 of t he resolut i on 

transmitted here V~ ith ; also t at t eps be t aken to d i spose of 

such lands as r equested by the a t i onal Counci l of t he Choctaw 

ation and the a tiona .}. Legislature ~f t.he Chickasa\ at i on . 

In conne c tion herewith at t e ntion is re spe c tfully 

inv ited to a par t men t letter of January 14 , 1904 , transmitting 

to the I nspe ctor t he r eso l uti on referr ed to by h i m, which was 

approv ed by the resi den t on January 12 , 1904 . 

It is believed t hat t he resolution tran smitted s hould 

be laid before t 1e President ~ · th r equ es t t at he approve it , and 

I so rec ommend . 

GA : LKS . 
3 I n closures . 

Very re spectfully , 
A. C. r.1 onner , 

Acti ng Corrun i ss ioner . 

(Lndorsed ) Uni on Agency l o . 8 ?52 ~e ceived ,eb . l5 , 1904 . 0ffice of u •. 
Indian Inspe c tor, Indian Terry . -iashinoton , · b . 6 , 1904 . Je cy.--Chic asa 
Act p rovidi ng for disp os ition of ot eau strip appd . by Pres . (eb . 3 , 1 04 



C 0~ ; .. IS •. :;;I C- "'"'""'_,..::> : 
T_.J:j).J LI:~ BY , 
_ H .. S B . ~ ,.JDL.wu , 
C. P. . Bl ~i'C :U1.R DG.u . 

De par 1m en t of the Interior, 

COMMlSSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 
Wm.O.BEALL, 

Secretary 

Address only the 
Commission to t~ 
Five CiVilized Tribes. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

ChiCkasaw Land Office, 

MUskogee,Indian Territory, 
July 21,1904. 

Tishomingo, Indian Territor,r. 

Dear Sir: 

?35? - . 

You are hereby advised that at a session of the Commission 

to the Five Civilized Tribes ~ld at the general office of the 

Commission at Muskogee, Indian Terri'tx>ry, on July 14 ,1904, the 

following was unanimously adopted: 

"T.ba t no application "ror relinquis.bnen t of allotment 

be received at t~ respective land offices after the 

nine months following the date of selection." 

Your office •ill observe stri ot conformity to this order 

in the future in t~ matter at tte receiption at applications to 

relinquish. 

Respectfully, 

T .B.Needle s. 

Commissioner in Charge. 

(Endor.ad)Union Ageno.y Noe2979 Received Jul.23,1904 Commission to 
the Five Civilized Tr1 bes,Muskogee ,Indian Terri tory.----Rege.rd1ng-­
adopt1on---tbat no application :t'or re1inqu1shment o:t' allotment 
be received at t~ rasp eoti ve land offices after the nine months 
following the date of selection.----
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COMMISSIONERS: 
TAMS BilBY, 
THOMAS B.NEEDLE S, 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE. 

Depar1ment of the Interior, 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

Wm.O.BEALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
commission to the Five Civilized Tribes. 

• 

Mus kcgee , In:lian Terri tory, 
July 21,1904 • 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Tishomingo, Indian Terri tory. 

Dear Sir: 

Receipt is ~reby acknowledged of your letter of the 

6th instant, in which you advise that Thompson Killcrease recent­

ly appeared before your office and swght to relinquish a portion 

or the filing made by him for his mot~r Tohkey K1llcrease, Chicka­

saw roll by blood #445, on February 2 , 1904,. which allotment was 

selected under authari ty of letters of guardianship issued by the 

county and probate judge or Pontotoc County, Chickasaw Nat~on. 

In conclusion you req~st to be adVised as to what method of pro­

cedure s.hould be adopted by your office in oonne ction with accep­

ting testimony in tb3 matter of this application to relinquish, 

inasmuch as the Commission does not recognize tb3 a~thori ty of 

guardians appointed under the tribal courts in the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Nations. 

It appears from our records that Tohkey Killcrease is 

seventy-four years ot age and that Thompson Killcrease was, on 

January 1%., 1904, by the County SJ.d Probate Judge ot Pontotoc 

2976. 
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County, Chickasaw Nation, appointed .OOr curator and entrusted 

With the ~rson am pro];erty' ot the sa:Jd Tohkey Killcrease. 

Apparently, this appointment was made for the reason t.ba t Tohkey 

Kill crease as "aged and inftr m." 

In this connection your attention is invited to the rules 

end regulations ot the CODDrlission governi~ t.he selection of allot­

ments in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, and also section 70 

o'f the Act of Congress approved July 1, 1902 (32 Stats .,641), 

as follows: 

"Allotments may be selected and homesteads designa ted •• .• 

for aged and intirm persons by duly appointed agents under 

power of attorney." 

Apparently, there as no necessity for the issuance of 

the letters of guardianship and curatorship by the county and pro­

bate judge ot Pontotoc County, Chickasaw Nation, and t hat the 

proper procedure in· this matter would have been f or Tohkey Kill­

crease to authorize her son, Thompson, under pover of a ttorney, 

to make selection for her. 

Inasmuch as the Commission will not now recognize the 

authority or Thompson Killcrease to act in behalf of Tohkey Kill­

crease under letters of guardianship and curatorship issued by 

the Chickasaw tribal court, you 1f1.11 not permit him in such 

capac! ty to make applic atlon m relinquish tbe allo 1ment hereto-

tore selected for his mother. Tohkey Killcrease is apparently 

competent to act for herself, but on account or her age and in­

firmitr it is impracticable tor her to appear before your office; 

2976. 
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There is no reason why she s.tbuld not authorize Thompson Kill­

crease, her sen, under power ot attorney to act in bar behalf', 

and when so authorized by her you Will pennit Thompson Killcrease 

to make application to relinquish the lands heretofore selected 

by him in behalf of Tohkey Killcrease. 

Re spec ttully, 

T.B.Needles, 

Commissioner in Charge. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.2976.Received Jul.23,1904 Commission to 
the Five Civilized Tri bes,Musk~ee ,Indian Terri to:ry.Relative---­
Thompson Killcrease asking to relinquish a portion of the filing 
made by him tor his motner Tohkey Killcrease,Chickasaw----
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COMMISSIONERS; 

TAMS BIXBY, Depe.riaen t of the Inter lor, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLE S , 
C.R.BRECKINRIOOE . COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

Wm. 0. BEALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
commission to the 
Five CiYilized Tribes. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Muskogee, Indian Territo.ry, 
July 26, 1904. 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

There 1s enclosed herewith for insertion in the volumes 
. 

ot decisions in your office, copy of decision of t~ Acting 

Secretary of t~ Interior, rendered on July 18, 1904, in Creek 

Land Contest No.700, entitled Mcintosh versus. Ballard, et al. 

Respectfully, 

T .B.Needle s, 

Commissioner in Charge. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.3041 Received Jul.28,1904 Commission 
to the Fi ft Ci"t'ilized Tr1 bes ,Muskogee ,Indian Terri tory.Relati ve-­
--Laod Contest No.700, entitled Mcintosh versus Ballard, et al ----



c OI 41: ';:,I OJ. T '- s : 
T .d.:0 BI ~CBY , 
THO.,< , B ... ,_., DT ·' t.l.h.v • · ...!.l!.o .u_:, u , 

C. . B~CKirJRIDG ., . 

. Jm. 0 • BS.h.LL , 
,:;e e r e t ar y . 

ddress only th e 
Comn i s si on to t he 

?358- B 

Department of the Interior , 

~ rr Tl~ FI VE CIVI LIZ.2D T.RIB s • 

"" iv e Ci vi l i zed Tribes . Mus kogee , Indi an Terri tory • 
.t ugus t 4 , 1904 . 

Comm is s i one r i n C.ha ;rge , 

Ch ickasa ;v Lan d Offic e , 

Tis h oming o , Indian Terri tory. 

Dear ir : 

e ce i _pt is her eby a ckno wl edged of your lette r of Augus t l , 

1904 , transmitti ng llotrre nt a ten ts fo r citizens by blood 

and int ermarri a e of th:: Choc taw and Chic l sa\ rra tion s , che cked 

li th the re cords of your office . In your letter , you n ote 

.certai n e xcep t i ons . 

I n r eference to Alloime nt Pa tent o . 50 to Lul a 'yr tle 

Russell , Choc t w Rol l by Blood _To . l 3232 , the pa t ent i s i n error 

i n r e c i ting ti1 a t Lul a Byr t le Russell is a citizen of t m Chicka-

saw a t i on . n ey; Pa tent rill be prep3. red and for :rarded to 

your office for c m ek ing . 

I n reference to l lotment a ten t No . 58 to Ce ce lia 

Bur ris , Chi c kasaw ol l by Blood ro . l 47 , in as much s your o fice 

r ep art s th at a port ion of t h i s s election is invol ved in contes t 

pr oceedi ngs pending befo re your offic e , exe cut i on and delivery 

of t h3 Pa t ent wi ll be ;i thheld unt i l dispositi on of the c ont es t . 

In r efe r en ce to llotiT.E nt P tent ,.o . ?4 to Lot a Ori n 

Rus sell, Choctaw Roll by Bl ocxl o .l3234 , in .. s much a s the 1 nd 

3109. 
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selecte d i s r eported by your offic e to be involv e d in con t es t p r o ­

ceedi ngs, exe cut i on nd delivery of t he p tent will be 7ithhe l d 

unti l t .he final dispositi on of the contest . 

In referen ce to Allot:rrent a ten t 1To . 78 to Stugler .. , . 

Robins on , Ch ae t a oll by Blood . ..Jo . l 0777 , e note tiu.e omm.issi on 

of t h3 .vord " ange" in t he first descr i pt ion . ne 1 Pate n t \ ill 

be prepared for this sel ection and -r ill be forwarded to your office 

fo r chec k i ng .-rith your records . 

I n re feren ce to Al lotment atent To . 93 to John F . ennie , 

Ch ic kasa\'7 Roll by Blood o . 3924 , you r eport that a n arbitrary 

a llotment of l and v lue d a t 17 . 50 was made to John F . Rennie on 

July 1 4 , 1 04 , at his re ques t , wh ich l and i s not inc luded in Allot -

roo nt a t ent No . 93 . This pa tent a s prepared is correct a nd ill 

be exe c uted and delivered to t.te a l l ottee , in as much a s it 

appears tha t t he s e l ecti on of a l l otme n t made by John F . ennie on 

April 22, 190 3 , is i n excess of <1 1008 . 74 . separate paten t 

will be prep ared and delivered for t he additional selection of 

.;Pl7 . 50 , made on J uly 14 , 1904 , after t he expirati on of nine mon ths 

from t he d te of the makirg of t.te al lotnen t . 

I n r eferenc e to Al l ot rrent a t en t o . 209 to Edmond 'lesley, 

Choctaw oll by Blood I o . 4 733 , you inv ite attention to the f a ct 

that tm l ard covered in t be patent i s covered by t o Certific a tes , 

dated pril 27 , 190 3 , and ay 4, 19 03 . Thi s patent a s prepares i s 

correct an d \7ill b e e xe cuted and deliv e red to the a l lo ttee . 

In this co nnection , you are advised t.ha t Patents are 

bei ng p r epar ed -me r e t he tot al appr at sed va lu e of t he se l e ction 

3109 . 
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of the allotment i s equal t o or in e cess of $1008 . '7 4 , and 

provided that nire mont hs has elapsed from t .be date of the Ja st 

s e lection . The a ten t s in such c ases are g i en t he date of the 

Certifica te of the Ja st sele c t ion . In as much a s a period of 

more t han nine months has expires sinc e both t he selecti ons of 

April 2'7 , 1903 , and 1\ay 4 , 1903 , of Edmo:rrl .lesley , t here i s no 

rea son hy delivery of the patent 'Should be 7ithheld , it be i ng 

the p olicy of thi s office to include , where pr a c ticable , al l of 

the land selec ted in ore Patent . 

In reference to . llotme nt Pa tent o . 268 to ettie Chand­

l er, Choc taw Roll by Blood ro . 45 , in a s much a s your office r eports 

t .ha t a porti on of tm land described therei n i s in olved in con­

test pr oceedings 1'€11ding before your office , further a ction 

rela tive to the execution a nd delivery of t h is a tent ill be 

sus pende d until the final disposition of the contest . 

In reference t o Allotoo nt a tent r o . 294 to Lee Scrog ­

gins , Choctaw oll by Blood Yo . l 3543 , you report that a portion 

of the la nd described t here in i s involv ed in c ontest pr oceedings 

now pendi ng before the Commi ssioner of Indi an Affairs . In as 

much as this cont est has not been fi na lly dispos ed of , furthe r 

a c tion relat i ve to the exe cution and del i very of the Patent vrill 

be suspended until final disposition of tho c ontes t . 

In r eferen c e to Allotment a ten t ·Jo . 343 to Ben jamin 

lPr a nklin Harris , Chic kasaw by Blood , Roll 'Jo . 3652 , you inv i te 

attention to t he fact t hat tiE l and descr ibed in t he P tent is 

covered by t m certificates , one d a t ed pril 30 , 1903 , and t h e 

o ther dated May 1st ,1903. In a s much a s t he tot a l appr a i se d 

31 09 . 
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value of t he selection made by Benja min Franklin Harris is equal 

t o 't?l040 . 00 , the Patent as prep ared will be exe cuted and delive red , 

a period of more than nine months havi ng e l ap sed from t he date of 

the last sele c t i on , it b ei rg t he p olicy of t h is office , as fa r 

as practicable , to i n clud e al l t he selections of an al lotte e in 

one Patent . AllotTIEnt a t ent r.,.o . 343 has been ma de to cover b oth 

t he selections of April 30 , 1903 , and _ay 1 , 1903 , t he patent , h o -

ever , beari ng t he date of t he l as t Certi f' ic a t e . 

Re ferring to l lotrent Patent Fo . 436 to J a cob olsom, 

Choctaw Roll by Bl ood ·:o . 9541 , you a dvi se t .ba t t he dat e o f the 

Patent should be ,ray 2nd , l 903 . You are advi se d , h ou eve r , t o t 

your d · 1y r ep ort fo r v·a r ded to t h i s o ffice cove ri ng l and d e s crib-

ed in t.be Patent bears date of May 1 , 1903 . If t he allotme nt 

was se lec t e d on [ay 2 , 1903 , you are re qu es t e d to so advise t h is 

offic e , i n order t ha t your rep or t of allotment may be corre c ted , 

hen a ne Pa tent rill be prepar e d u nd e r date of r,· ay 2 , 1903 . 

In r e f e r e nce to Allot rren t a ten t ro . 438 t o J e sse James 

Turnbull , Ch o c t aw _ ol l by Blood r o . l 37 25 , i n a s much a s ou r eport 

t.ha t t he l and d e s cr ibe d in t he P tent i s i nv olved i n contest pro­

ceedins s pendi ng befor e your of fic e , further a c t ion looking to 

t e e A.ecutio n and delive ry of this pat ent ill b e s u spen ded un til 

t he final disposition of Ch ickas a Contest ,.o . 334 . 

espe ctfully , 
T . B. Needl e s . 

C ommi s si ore r in Charge . 

{ tndorsed ) Union Agency .~. o . 3 109 . e cd. ug . 5 , 1904 Commis sion to t ha 
Five Civilized Tribes, Lus kcg ee , Ind . Terri tory.----Re garding , tr ns­
mitting Allo1l!J.ent a t ents or citiz en s by blood a nd i nt er marri e 
of the Cho c t w ond C 1ickas c;i vr ?Ja ti o 
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cov1a ssi N~ s : 
T ~~ BI::sy , . Department of the Interior , 
TH MAb B. l.J:: 'DW 3 , 
C. R. E 'CKI1-IDGE . CO .~ .. LS SI Of TO TI:8: .J ~ CIVILI ;-D TRIB::.C.: ' . 

',tm. • B.., L , 
ecre t ry . 

Address only the 
Commission to th e 

iv e Civili zed Tribes 41 

Commissione r in Charge , 

C i c kasa. Land Office , 

~us ko ee , Ind. i an Te rri tory , 
Augus t 4 , 1 9 0 4 . 

Ti shomi ngo , Ind. ian Terri tory. 

De ar Sir : 

I n t he mat t er of che ck i ng t ents p repared by t h i s office 

to citizens end freedmen of the Chocta : and Chic kas , at i ons and 

for vr rded to our office for eck i ng , it i s especia lly de s ired 

tha t , in t he event t '"'t any errors re dis co vered by our office 

in t .hese a tent s prepared at tbe general offic e , you attach t o 

eac h t ent a slip spe cif i c ally stating t re error , in order that 

c orre cti on m.'l y be m de upon t he r eturn of the atent to t e 

General Off ice . 

In the event it i s d i s c o ered th· t any of tre l ands de -

s c ribed in such a t ents i s found by your office to be i nvo lved i n 

co nt e st p roce edings , you vi ll a t tach to t he aten t a slip e; i ving 

t h:l n umber o f tm cont est , t h e nanB s of the con testen t oo.d the 

con t estee , a descripti on o the l a nd in contest , nd the p r esent 

s tatus of t h3 c ase . 

It i s not t h e i n tention of t h is office to for ard · ny 

Pat ents 1.hen tll:3 1 ni described i s i nvolved i n c ont es t proc ed-

i ngs . I n a s much , hm. ever , as t hi s of fie e is lmo s t entirely 

3108. 
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dependent u pon your o f fice for inf onna t i on i n r e ga rd t o c on t es t 

procee di n s , it i s e arno tly d e s i red t ha t the utmost c a r e be 

t aken by your office i n tm ch e ck i ng of Pa tent s it h your contest 

rec ords . 

e spe ctf u l l y , 
T . B. eedl es . 

Commissi one r i n Charge . 

(.r..n do rsed } Uni on gen cy No . 3108 e ce i ve d ug . 5 , 1904 Commis s i on 
t o t he F ive Civ i li ze d Tr ibe s , rus kogee , I nd i a n Terri tory .---- e gard­
ing che cking a t en t s p r epared by off i c e of Commis si one r i n char ge , 
and atta ching s li-p s t o Pa ten ts Ji th err ors , t ha t t h e y mi ght be 
c orrected hen r e tur ned t o t he Gen e r a l ff ic e .----

/ 



?358 - D 
185 

COMMISSI 0 NERS : 
TAMS BIXBY, 
Thomas B. NEEDLES , 
C. R. BRECKINRIDGE . 

Department of the Interior , 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TR IBES . 

WM. O. BEALL, 
Secretary . 

Address only the 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes . 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Of f ice , 

Musk ogee , Indi an Terri tar y , 
August 5 , 1904 . 

Tishomingo , Indian Terr it ry , 

Dear Sir: 

There are ~eturned t o you herewith , ~pro ved , arbi t rar y 

allotments made at your of fice to Nora Doser , Ch i ckas aw Fr eedman 

roll Number 1666 and lillie Anderson , Choctaw by bl ood Roll 

Number 13603 . 

Resp ectf ully , 

T. B. Needles . 

Commissioner in Charge . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 3136 . Received Aug . 6 , 1904 . Com-

miss i on to the Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Indian Terri t ory. 

Regarding approved , arbitrary allotments to r- or a D03 er , Chickas aw 

Free dman and i ll ie Anderson , Choctaw--- -



COvllviiS I ill -, : 
TAMS. BDCBY , 
THOi.VLAS B . U...!..DLu , 
C •• BRECKI IDG~ , 

_lH6 
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Depar t ment of the Interior , 

co v flS Io ~·J T T , ;' rv · crvr LIZ~D TRIB -,s . 
·m. O. BE LL , 

ecretar y . 

Address only t he 
Commis sion to the 
Five Civiliz ed Tribe s . 

Commis si one r i n Cba rge , 

Chic kasa ·. Land Office , 

i s k ogee , I nd i a n Terri tory , 
ugus t 5 , 1904. 

Tish omi ng o , Indi an Territ ory , 

Dear S ir : 

There are returrnd you .he r ewith , appr oved , arb itrary al lot -

rren ts to Joe Alexander , Chic saw fre edman roll , I umber 3 361 , 

Josie J a ckson , Ch ick saw "reedman roll umber 3091 , and Robert 

J a ckson , Chickasaw freedman roll Numb er 93 • . 

e spe c tfully , 
T . Bo eedles . 

Commis si ore r in Charge . 

AB 1-5 

(Endorsed } Union gency I o . 21 35 eceived Aug . 6 , 1904 Commission to 
the Five Civilized rib es, .. us kog;ee ·, Indioo Territory . e garding--re ­
turned arbitrary al lo tments af J oe lexande r , Josie Jackson , 
Robert Jacks on , all Chickasm~ freedman----



DEPART · T F THE I NTERIOR. 

COMhliS3IvNERS: COMMI SSION TO THE FI VE Ci ll iLI ZED TR I BES. 
TAMS BI XBY 
THOMAS B . EDLES 
C. R. BRECKI RIDGE 

M. 0 • BE.ALL. 
SECRETliRY. 

Commissioner i n Charge , 

Chi ckas aw Land Off ice , 

Muskogee , I ndi an Terr i tory , 

ugus t 5 , 1904 . 

Ti shomingo , Ind i~ Terr i tory , 

Dear Sir: 

Ther e i s returned herewit h , refused , one copy of the ap­

pl ication of Nathan H. Byars , Chi ckasaw by In ter marriage , ro ll 

Number . l l 5 , t o relinquis h c er tai n l:and heretof ore fil ed on by 

him, one copy hav i ng been retained f or the r ecords of thi s 

of f'i ce . 

Re spectfully , 

T. B. Needle s , 

Commissioner in Char ge . 

(EndQrsed) Union Agency No. 3139 . Received Aug . 6, 1904 . 
Commission to the Fi ve Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Indian Territ~y . 
Begarding refused copy o f the application o f Nathan H. Byars , Chick­
asaw by Intermarriage , to relinquish certain land here tof ore fi~d 
on by hi m----



Depart en t of the Inter i or , 

C : : I oi N T T f ,, ~ I ...:. C I VI LI ....:D ~R B 

. !m . 0 • &.: ... :'J.. L , 
i:3e cretar • 

ddress only the 
Comrr is s i on to the Five 
Civi lized Tr i bes . 

Commi ssi oner i n Charge , 

Chic -as '. Land Offic e , 

Mus rog ee , Indi Terri tory , 
ugus t 23, 1 04 . 

Ti shomingo , Indian Te r ri tor y . 

Dear S ir : 

7358-G 

• 

You a re r e queste d to r e turn to t i s off i ce , for conside r a ­

tion in co nnec t i on Yi th applic a ti ons to relinqu i sh, Ch ickas 

Homeste a d Certif ic ates Tos . 6020 and 661 3 and Ch i ckasa:v Allot -

rent Cer ti f ica t e Fo . 7831 . 

espe c tfull y , 

. B. e edle s , 

Commissi one r In Charge . 

( ~ndor sed ) Un i on gency ro . 3382 Re ceived ug . 26 , 1904 CoQffiis s i on 
to t he F iv e i vi l i zed Tribes , .usk ogee , Indian Terri tory. e gard i ng---­
Commi s si one r in Cha r ge , Chick as a r Land ff ic e , to return f or 
co ns i dera t i on in conne c t i on \'li.. th applic ati ons to relinqu i sh , 
Chickasaw Homestead Ce r t i f icates os . 6020 & 6613 and Chic ko.s w 
Allotmen t Certi f i c t e Yo . 7831----
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COMMISSIONERS : 
TAMS BIXBY, 
THO~S B. NEEDLES , 
C. R. BRECK INR IDGE , 

Department of the Interior , 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TR~ES . 

wm. o. Beall , 
Secretary. 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Off ice , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory • 

.Sugust 23 , 1904. 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory. 

Dear fSir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your office letter 

of the 18th instant , transmitting for appropriate action , con­

fessions of judgme nt and notices in Chickasaw Allo tment Contests 

Nos . 444 and 445 , entitled James Versus Ameahtubbee . 

Said confess ions of judgment have been approved am 

are herewith returned to your office , together with the noti ces 

which have been duly signed. 

Respectfully , 

T. B. Ne edles . 

Co)mmissioner in Charge . 

( End~sed) Union Agency No . 3371 Received Aug. 24 , 1904. Com­
mission to the Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Indian Territory . 
Regarding acknowledgment of letter , transmitting for appropriate 
act ion , con~essions of judgment and notices in Chickasaw Allot­
ment Contest Nos. 444 and 445 , and entitled J ames Versus Ameah-
tubbee.----



Departnent of the Interior, 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

Muskogee, Indian Territory, 

Sap tember 8,1904. 

?358- I 

Mr. Fred T. Marr~ 

Clerk in Charge, Chickasaw Lend Office, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory, 

Dear Sir: 

form 72. 

I am sendi ~ you today under separate cover a new oath, 

This torm I have been instructed to use by the 

Secretary of t.OO Inter! or and you are requested to have all per­

sons in your employe today, to take this oath at once and return 

to me. Should any of these employes, regular or irregular, 

leave the service before September 30, have than take this oath 

again upon the date they sever their connections w1 th the Commie-

a ion. At tb3 end of the quarter, September 30·, have all perso ns 

then in the anploye of tm Commission, under your supervision, 

take this oath am transmit same wi t .h your September pay roll. 

When a new anploye enters the service require him to take this 

oath llben he enters upon duty and forward it to this office at 

once. 

Very respectfully, 

Rees Evans. 

Special Disbursing Agent.. 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc.y No.3597 Received Sep.9,1904 Commission 
to the Five C1v.111zed Tribes~Muskogee.Indian Territory.Relative-­
to torm '12, a new oath tor employes en teri Dg or leaving the 
service.----
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Depart men t of the Interior , 

T 'FI VE CIVILIZ~D T_IBDS o 

·:m.o. :s:: 1 , 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
commi ssi on to the 

ive Civilized Tr i bes . r us kogee , Indian Terri tory , 
August 24 , 1904 . 

Con ;liss i oner in Charge , 

Chickasaw L nd Off ice , 

Tish omingo , Indi an Terri tor y . 

Dear Sir : 

T.here i s returned you heredth , appr .oved , one copy of t he 

applic ati on of t!i ll i am J . helton , Chic kasa roll by i nter-

marri abe , r1umber 348 to relinqui sh land hereto f ore se lected by 

him in al lotmen t , one cop y hav ing been r e tained fo r our files . 

espectfully , 

T • B • e e dle s , 

Com.rnissione r in Charge . 

{Endorsed } Union 6 ency Ho . 3384 e cei ve d 
the ive Civilized Tri be s , 11u s ogee , Indian 
approved applicat i on of illi om J . She lton , 
intermarriage to r el i nquish land----

ug . 26 , 1904 Co ission to 
Territory .---- e 0 ardi ng-­
Chic l<:asaw , by 
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CO MLUSJI l:ii:R.S : 
T/l BI ZBY , 
TH - V:A B . NE DL "\:.) , 
C. • B .,C 'I~ffiiDG~ , 

Depar tment of the Interior , 

CO ~ .. :I 0I - T 0 THE FI ...!. CIVILI ZED TRIB~S . 
·m.o. :a:z 11 , 

ecret y • 
• 

ddress only t 
Commi s si on t o tb~ 
F ive Civi lized Tribes . 

Corua i ssioner in Charge , 

Chickas H Land Office , 

e ar ,.., ir : 

1 u skogee , nd ian Terri tory, 
ugus t 26 , 1904 . 

e fe rri ng to your da ily rep orts of land s al lotted t o 

Tec umseh .:al ton , Chickasaw by Blood , oll No . 519 , it appears 

t hat on ugust 13, 1904 , t here s allotted to tbe sa id Te cumseh 

.:a1 ton , as a home stead , l a nd s in tbe Chick asaw at ion equ 1 i n 

va lue to '~520 . 00 ; that on August 1? , 1904 , there vere allotted 

t o h i m as an allot me n t exclusive of horoos t ead l ands equal in v lue 

to ~;430 . 0 0 , and t hat on August 18 , 1904 , the re v·e re lotted to 

him l ands equ ·1 in v alue t o ;25 0 . 00 , making the total appr a ised 

value of the lands al l otted to tm sai d Tecumseh , lton e qu al in 

va lue to .,,,1 200 . 00 , 1hich is in excess of tm mount he is entitled 

to se l ect under the law . · 

You are di re c ted to tru(e the ne cessary steps t o a djus t the 

above al lotments , in order that the lands al lotted t o ... e cumseh 

.1 alton Will n ot b e i n excess of cf:·l041 . 28 . 

e spe c tfu l l y , 

Tams Bi x by , 

Cha irman . 
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(Endorsed ) Union Agency No.3416 Recei ved Aug. 29 ,1904 Commission 
to t.be F ive Civilized Tribes , ~usk ogee, Indian Terri tory . egar ding-­
--lands allotted to Tecumseh 'alto n , Ch ickasav by Blood----
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' COMMISSIONERS : 
TAMS BIXBY, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES, 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE. 

Depar1ment at the Inter1 or, 

OOMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

Wm.O .BEALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
Commission to the Five CiVilized Tr1 bes. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

ChiCkasaw Lam Office,. 

Muskogee, Indian Terri tory, 
August 31. ,1904. 

Tishomingo, Indian Terri tory. 

Dear Sir:-

Your otfi oe was instructed by wire today as follows: 

"Effective September first, your of'f'ice is instructed 

to repe1n applications for al.lotment, from eight-thirty a.m. to 

twelve noop., devoti~ the remainder at tre day to the preparation 

and checki~ of certificates. Letter follows." 

Cont'inniJ:8 the abo~, you are directed to receive applica­

tions tor aJ.lo'bmnts from 8.30 a.m. to 12 noon, o:r each day that 

your office is open. In the afternoon, you will close the office 

for the reception ot applications far allotments, devoting the entire 

time of your clerical: farce to tm preparation and checking of 

allotment certificatesr in order that this work may be completed 

at the earliest practicable date. 

You will p-romptly transmit to this of'f'ice all allotment 

certificates heretofore prepared and checked by your of'f'ice, in 

order that t.be SEae may be executed and delivered without delay. 

3501. 

Respectfully, 

Tans Bixby 
Chairmfll. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agenc.r No.3501 Received Sep.3,1904 Commission 
to the Five CiVilized Tribes ,Muskogee ,Indian Terri tory .Relative-­
--order to office, instructing to receive applications for allot­
mnt, from 8;30 A.M. to twelve noon, t~ remainder ot t.be day 
to tne preparation and checking of certificates.----
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COMMISSIONERS : 
TAm BIXBY, 
THOMAS B.NEEDIES, 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE. 

DepartmEil t of the Interior, 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED ·TRIBES. 
Wm.O. BEAJ,J., 

Secretary. 

Address only the 
Commission to t~ Five 
Civilized Tribes. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory, 
September 7, 1904. 

Tishomingo, Ind. ian Terri tory. 

Dear Sir: 

For the purpose ot defining the time within 11hich parties 

1n contest cases beard at your office may file briefs and 

arguments, you are requested to instruct the contest clerks at 

the conclusion of each hearing, to ask the parties it either 

ot them desire tt> file a brief and argument and if they so desire, 

to allow not exceeding fifteen days from that time within which 

to serve same on the adverse party and to file it with there­

cords of t.be Commission, allowing t~ adverse party a like time 

after the service is had on him to serve and file a reply brief. 

Resp cttully, 

Tams Bixby 

Chairman. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No.3628 · Received Sep.l3,1904 Commission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes,Muskogee,Indian Territory.Regarding-­
--time contest cases to be heard should file briefs and arguments 
----
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COMMISSIOmRS: 
TAMS BIXBY, 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES, 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE. 

Depe.r1ment ot' the Interior, 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

Wm.O. BEALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
Commission to the 
Five CiVilized Tribes• 

Commissioner in Charge, 

MUskogee,Indian Territory, 
September 13,1904. 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Tishomingo,Indian Territory, 

Dear Sir:-

There is enclosed you herewith a letter addressed to 

J .Edgar White, directing him to report for duty at the General 

Office at Muskogee, Indian Territory, iillllJ9diately upon receipt 

of such letter. Upon deli very of this letter to Mr. White, You 

11111 have him cease ell connection with t~ Chickasaw Land Office, 

and advise him that his presence at the General Office in Muskogee 

is desired with t~ least practicable delay. 

Enc. ART. 60 

Respectfully, 

Tans Bixby 

Chairman. 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc.r No .3649 Received Sep .l4,1904 Commission 
to t~ Five Civilized Tri bes,Muskogee ,Indian Terri tory.----Regard­
ing J.Edgar White to report for duty at the General Of't'ice,Muskogee 
Indian Terri tory and cease connections with the Chickasaw Land 
Ott ice.----



735 - B 
98 

COMMISSIONERS: 
TAMS BIXBY, 
THOMAS B.NEEDIES, 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE. 

Depar1ment of the Interior, 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

Wm.O.BE.ALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
Commission to the 
Five Civilized Tribes. 

Commissioner in Charge~ 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Muskogee, Indian Terri tory, 
September 20,1904o 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir:-

I am in receipt of applications foT annual leave, submitted 

by employes of your office and recommended by you, as follows: 

Clara: Mitc~ll Wood, for a ISriod of 21 days commencing October 

10,1904; Willian BarrollliBn, for a period of 19 days connnencing 

October 10, 1904; Edward G. Rothenberger, for a period of 21 

days commencing September 26,, 1.904. 

I have amer:ded t,OOse applications far leave to a period of 

ten days each, and have gran ted too sallB, to be ef:t"ecti ve as 

follows: Clara Mitobell toed, for a period of ten days beginning 

Ootober 10, 1904; William Barrowman, far a period at ten days 

beginning October ~0,1904; Edward G.Rothenberger. far a period 

of ten days beg1 nning Sep tern ber 26, 1904. 

In view of the fact that your office is apparently at pres­

ent in urgent need of tb:t retention of your en tire force, I have 

not deemed it consistent to grant the leaves of absence for the 

en tire periods applied for. It is most urgently desired that 

3762. 
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all allot:oe nt certificates be prepared and trammi tted for signa-

ture at the earliest practicable date. It is also desired that 

the patents to allotments in the Chickasaw Nation ~retof'ore pre­

pared and forwarded to your office be checked and returned with 

t.be least possible delay, in order that t.be sruJ8 may be transmitted 

to the chief executives of t ~ Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations for 

execution. 

In view of the fact that you have recently applied to this 

office for the serVices of an addi tione.l stenographer in the 

taking of testimony in allotment contest cases, it is presumed 

that tnt stenographers now assigned to this duty have a large 

amount of untranscribed notes upon their books. It is the desire 

of the general office that stenographers transcribe their notes 

With the least possible delay, in order that pending contest cases 

may be disposed of. 

It is probable that at some tim in t~ latter part of the 

year. when the pressure of business is not so great as at present, 

further leave of absence can be parmi tted these employes. 

Respectfully, 

Tams Bixby, 

c ba irlJ18D. • 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.3762. Received Sep.23,1904 Commission 
to the Five Civiliz.ed Tribes.Relati've---applioations for annual 
leave, amendment of applications and approval of same----
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C 0: .. :IS ui 0 1 i R 

T ·S BIXBY , 
THCI·! ., B . NE.J:i.JDL.L~ , 

Deparimen t of the I nterior , 

C . R. R. :. CKI ])J1UDG ' . CO :J.II,:) I N TO THE li V ~ CIVILIZE T RI IDS . 

m. O. BEALL , 
e cretar y. 

Addr ss only tte 
Commission to t e F ive 
Civilized r i bes . 

Commissioner i n Cha r ge , 

Ch ic kasaw Land f fice , 

uskogee , Ind · n Territory . 
eptember 20 , 1904 . 

is ho ingo , I ndian erri tory . 

Dear Sir :-

Your lette r of the· 19th i ns t ., to t he .Spe ci a l i sburs ing 

Agent , i n r eference to t m le- ave of absen c e of Henr y J . ;Iills , for 

a per i od of t ~.enty days begi nni ng "eptember 6 , 1 0 4, ha s been 

re ferr ed to me . 

I note t hat 1 •• r . i lls has been absen t from duty si nc e tm 

date named i n h is app lic a tion for 1 eave . Hi s ori . · na l pplica -

tion 'la s r e cei ve d a t t h is of fice on ugus t 25, 1904 , ... nd I suspend-

ed a ction t hereo n , and a m some t su r pri sed to lea rn t t , it hou t 

the appr ov of h is ~plic a tion for leave , he as seen f it to 

a bsent h i msel f fro m duty . 

I r e turn you he re ~ ith t.h:l origi na l · pplic at i on , tra nsmitted 

by yo u on August 23, 1 904 , and tm copy transmit t ed to t he 

Special Disbursi ng Agent wit h yo ur letter of the 19th i nst ., and 

desire in connection therewith to cal l your a ttention to rule 7 

of the rules and r eguJa ti ons g ov erning the co nduct of the 

Choc ta and Chickasa ;v Land Offices , as follows : 

" No lea ve of absen ce will becorrB effe ctive until approved . " 

3768 . 
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Als o, ru l e 9, as f'o llows : 

" Appli cations foT annual le ave , arrl leave ·; ithout pay , will 

be gr an ted by tie Commissi ore r i n Cbarge only i n cases Tihe re t he 

a bsen ce of t he employe m 11 not interfere ~ri th t re work of the 

of f i ce and in c ase s of urgent necessity . " 

You are re quested to have !v • Hills submit an exp l anat i on of 

his absen ce f r om duty 7i thout th~ approval of h is applic at i on 

for leave of absen ce a t the ear liest practic able date , Hi th 

retum of t re within en closures . 

Re spe c tfu lly , 

Tams Bixby . 

T.ll9 . Cbairman . 

(Endorsed ) Union gen cy No . 3768 eceived ep . 23 , 1904 Commission 
to t~ Fiv e Civi liz e d ribes , Muskcgee , Indi an erri tory . egarding 
the leave of absence of Henry J . Hi l l s , for a pe riod of t ;en ty 
days ----



Dl!PAR'IMEN'l OF THE I NrERI CR , 

C OMMIS SI ON '10 THE liT VE CIVILIZED TRIBES , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory , 

September 28 , 1904. 

Fred T . Marr , 

Dear Sir : 

Clerk in Charge , Chicka saw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , Indian Terri tory . 

• 

Enclosed rerewith find copy of letter rel a tive to leaves . 

In tm future you will be guided by sane . 

5989 . 

Very respectfully , 

ees vans 

pecial i sbursing Agent . 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R • 
C 0 14 M I S S I 0 N TO TIE F I V E C I V I L I Z E D T R I B ES. 

Muskogee, Indian Territory, ctober 15,1904 

COMMISSIONERS: 
Tams Bixby, 
Thomas B.Needles, 
C. R. Breckinridge. 

wm. o. Beall, 
Secretary. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory, 

Dear Sir: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your telegram of t his 

date inquiring if application of J. Ernest illiams for leave 

has been granted, and in reply thereto I have this day wired as 

follows: 

"Replying your telegram leave of absence granted J.Earnest 
Williams for six days beginning October seventeenth." 

In this connection I desire to call your attention to 

the fact that telegrams in regard to leaves of absence of em­

ployes, being a personal matter with such employes, should be 

paid for by them. 

You Should, therefore, have Mr. illiams pay for the 

telegram forwarded by you and our reply. 

Respectfully, 

T. B. Needles, 
COMM. lli CHARGE. 

Indexed--COMMISSION TO F IVE TRIBES. Chickasaw Land Office. 
II 427G, Received Octo·ber 17, 1904. Comm. to Five Tribes, Muskogee, 

Indian Territory. Relative leave of absence J.Erne~t illiams. 
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Departmen t of the I nt e ri or , 

COI<LISSI TOT FIVE CI VILI D TRI :a_;s . 
·. m. 0 . :&.:ALL , 

ecretary. 

Addre ss only the 
Commissi on t o t he • ive Ci v i lized Tribes . 

Muskog ee , I ndian Terri tory 
September 20 , 1904 . 

Commissi one r i n Cnarge , 

Ch i ckasav: Land Office , 

Tis h omingo , Indian Terri tory . 

De a r "i r : 

On July 23, 1 904 , your attention was i nvit ed to t he fact 

t ba t t m total appr a ised value of lands al lot ted to , nd applied 

for by , Imon IcGee , Chickasa by Blood , oll No o 3116 , amounted 

to -.?155 2 . 50 , an d you ere r eque s ted to t ake the ne cessary steps 

to adj us t th i s a lloimen t so t m t the same ou1d not be in e xcess of 

., 1041.28 . 

On Jul y Z7 , 1 904 , you a dv is ed t re Gener Offic e t t Ale c 

·CGee, father of I mon 1"cGee , ba d t m t d y been notif ied to appear 

before yo ur offi ce to 1mke the neces sar y co r recti ons in his 

farmer filings . 

In a s mu ch as a suffi c i en t t i me has e l apsed for t re sai d 

Alec McGee to ppear befo r e your office and c or rec t t re filings 

for h is son, Imon ]· cGe e , and he has f iled o to do , you are 

dire cte d to pr epa r e f or t m s ignatu r e of t he Chairman an o r de r 

cancelling tre allotmen t of l mds to sai d Inion cGee on y 2? , 

1904, t t.e Eq):pr ai se d v lue of which amount e d to 512 . 50 , in orde r 

3770 . 
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that the total appraised va loo of lands allotted to , and applied 

far b y, said Imon rv cGee i 11 not be in excess of the amount to 

-rJh i c h .he is entitled u nder t he la r. 

Respectfully , 

Tams Bixby 

Cha irman . 

(Endorsed) Union gency No.37?0 e ceived Sept. 23 ,1904 , Commission 
to t he F ive Civilized Tribes, us }\: og ee,Indian Territory • .r e garding-­
adjustment of allotment of Imon McGee , Ch ickasaw , s o that s am e 
would not be i n excess of 1041.28----
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COMMISSIONE RS : 
Department of the Interior , T .AMS BIXBY. 

THOMAS B. NEEnLES . 
C . R . BRECKINR IDGE . CO dMISSIO...J TO THE FIVE CIVI LIZED TRIBES . 

Wm. O. BEAL L, 
Secretary . 

Address only the 

Chickasa 
Al lotn:ent 

oommis sion to the ive Civi lized Tribes . 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory 

Sept ember 2l , 1904. 

M. E . Gilmore , 

tone rall, Indian Territor y. 

Dear ir : 

Receipt is a cknowledged of your letter of eptember 19 , 

1904 , from Conway , transmitting report cov ering you r t>.lk at camp 

No . 4. 

Of the allot:rrents reported by you I find tbe lind covered by 

ei'ghteen of them has hereto fore been .filed on and said reports 

are here ith returne d , beirg for the follo ing named persons : 

Tobias Colbert , adie · illianE , Clifford Clark , J a ckson 

Black , Silvia Clark , illie Clark , Robert Peters, ary 

Grayson , Andy Black , fal ton Harris , Gano S tephens (Deceased) , 

Hiram Pickens , Oscie Collins , Annie Se aly, Seely 0 ens , David 

Owens , John c. Daggs , Blance ilburn , 

In son:e of the above al lotments a port ion of t he ls nd 

was not filed on but such an amount of it had been alre ady t a ken 

up as to rend er it impracticahle to allot what as left . 

I would suggest that you for ard corrected allotments 

for the a hove named persons at the earliest p ossible date . In 

connection with reporting allot:rrant s made by you, while t here is 

4026 . 
--------~--------------------------~~------------------------~~--~~~ 
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probably no do ubt t hat i t is more convenient for you to re:0o r t 

tbem a ll at ore t i me when our York at each camp i s f i nished , still 

I believe if you muld adopt the pr ac t ice of n:aking da ily re port , . 

where possib le , we ould no doub t f i nd lass land reported by you 

fi J.e; d on vile n we come to c eck up your arb i t r ary al lotrrents . 

In th i s c onnection I believe also that ' e should defer 

sen di ng you t ownships sbowing land filed on as long as ss i ble 

in orde r that e IDtiY bring f'i lings made as nearly up to date as 

~ e c an, far instance , if I send y townships one to :a i x , south , 

ranges seven and eight , east~ she ling land fiJad on as of this 

da te , ome of them will probab1y have quite an a mount of additional 

land f i l e d on by the time you reach them . Le t . Ire kno · just which 

town sh i p you e:xpect to tale up first and if e could arrange i t 

so tha t I could send you one township every t o or three days or 

every o ther day , a s t hey m 11 be needed by you , I th i nk e can 

bring fi lings muc h nearer up t o date and enabl e you t o avoid 

reporti ng l ands f or a llo t ment that have already been filed on . 

I also return applic at i ons of i lvia Smith , Choctaw Freedman 

roll o . 3014 , and · Ann Col ber t , Choc taw reedman roll o . 30l2 . 

Ten a cre s of the Ja nd rep orted f or ary Ann Col bert had already 

been fi led on and the app l i c at i on of' ilvi a Smith was not s igned . 

In as much , however , as t he enrollmen t of t he se two persons was 

approved eptember 26 , 1903 , t.he year sub seque n t to sai d approval 

wil l a:xp ir e next Monday a f ter hich you cou ld r ep ort arbitrary 

allotment s for the m i n t!e r e @.lJa.r way , which I would s ugges t your 

doing instead of the appl i cations i n t h is case . 

That portion of land r eported by yro t ha t was f ound to have 

4026 . 
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already been filed on I have ini icat ed on the plats or bl anks 

by yellow shadi~ . 

espe ctfully, 

Fred T. Marr . 

Chief Clerk • 

CY-2 1/2 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 4026.----Rel.to letter covering work 
at camp No. 4 at Conway, re. land allotments being reported that 
have been filed on heretofore.----

4026. 
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CO:W~SSI Ol,lERS : 
TAM3 BIXBY. 
THOMA.S B . NEEDLE • 
C. R. BRECKINRIDGE . 

Depariment of the Interior , 

CO tiiSSI O TO THE FI _1!; CIVILIZED TRIBE ' . 
m.o . :BEALL , 

Secretary 

address only t m commission 
to the Five Civilized Tri bes . 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Chickasaw Land Office , 

Muska gee , India n Territory , 
ep t e ber 28 , 1 90 4 . 

Tis homi~ o , Indian Terri tory , 

Dear Sir: 

I i nclose you h3rewith :etter prepared a t you r office unde r 

date ar eptember 21 , 1904 , addressed to aurice • Gilmore , S tone-

wall, Indian Territory , and eVidently forwarded to this office 

thro~h error as it is s i gned by red T . Marr, Chief CJerk , and 

doubtles s was i ntend ed to be for arded to Mr . Gilmore direct from 

your office .. 

I fully concur in t he views e xpressed by .you in t h is le tter 

and you Will for ard the same to Mr. Gi lmore. You will also 

prepare a l e tter to Mr. Gilmore instructi ng h im i n t he future to 

forward to your office a d aily r eport of t he progress of hi s work 

and of such land a s h3 f'i nds subject to allotment in t he Chicka s aw 

Nation. 

You are directed, in the future , whe re any matters involving 

th3 policy of the Chicka saw f ield p arty ar e referred to in letters 

addressed by you direct to 1~. Gilmore , to for ward a copy of such 

letters to Muskogee for the information of' the genera l office. 

Respectfully, 

4026. 
Tams BiXby--chairman . 



COI ... 1.~IS. ' I QNF..,BS : 

T.Al B BI XBY , 
THO/ 8 B . N, DL~S , 
C. R. BRECKI NRIDGE . 

Depar1men t of t h e Interior, 

CO H SSI ON T 0 Tlt8. I VE CI VILIZ D TRI B S . 

Address only the 
Commission to t he Five ci l il ize d 
Tribes . 

Commissi one r i n Char ge , 

Ch ic kas aw Lan d Offic e , 

ius kogee , Indi an Te r r itor y , 
Sep tember 26 , 1904 . 

Tis homi ngo , Indian Te r ri t ory . 

Dear S ir : 

? 35 9-E 

The re is en close d you he r e. · th , comp l ete re cord i n Chi ck sa 

l loto en t Cont es t o . 528 , en title d .,vTe e ne y Jefferson versus 

Louisa Gr ayson . 

I t e:ppe'"'rs from s aid r e cor d th t on 1f 1 , 1 903 , the l and 

vms sel e c t ed f or Lou i s a Gray so n b .he r hus band John Grayson ; 

t ha t t he name of Lou i s a Gr ay so n is i d en ti f i ed as bei ng oppos i t e 

ro . 914 upon t he approv roll of citi ze n s by bl ood of the Chic ka s a-v 

Nati on . The r e tur n of servic e i n said co n t es t stat es t hat the 

s ame ;· s ha d up on Loui s a Grayson b y d eliv e ry to Gi bso n T . Gray s on , 

f ather and na tural g uardian i n c harge of s aid Louisa Grayso n . 

Th i s o ff ic e i s of t he op i n i on t .ba t service i n t 1i s case 

ms ha d upon t oo ·:rong Lou i sa Gr ayso n . 

The r e cord i s ther e fore r e t ur ned you for f urther a c t i on . 

~nc. Y-1 

3943 . 

e spe c t f ully , 

Tams Bixby , 

Cha irman . 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No.3943 Receive d Sep . 2? ,1904,Commission 
to five tribes, Chickasaw Land Office , Mus l<: og ee , I ndi n Territory. 
Complete r e cord in Ch ick asaw Allotme nt Conte s t Jo . 528 , e ntitled 
Sweeney Jefferson versus Louis a Grayson .----
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COMMISSIO RS : 
T.AMS m XBY . 
THO viAS B. NEEill. • DEPAR'IME:t-rr OF THE INI' IOR. 
C. R. BRECKINRIDG • 

CO USSION TO T FIVE CIVILIZ D TRIB S . 
m.O. BE.ALL. 
Secretary . 

Address only the 
commission to the Five Civilized Tri bes . 

Commissione r in Charge , 

Chicka s aw Land Office , 

uskogee , Indian Terri tory 
Sep t ern b er 2 9 , 19 04 • 

Tishomingo , Indian Terri tory . 

Dear ir : 

I desire to c all your at tent ion to hat appears as care ­

l essness in the work of several of the employes of your offi ee . A 

· number of letters prepared at your office under date of ' eptember 

26 , 1904, and evidently by • c. Bunn i nasmuch as t he inclosures 

transmit ted ith wch Jetters bear the initials" .c.B. " a re no 

before me . Tbe se Je tter s are v ery poor specimens o f type ri ting ; 

t~ y are fu 11 o:f typogr aphical error s and corre ct ions and the t ype-

writing in every i nstance i s poor o 

Your attention i s particul arl y invited to your le.tter of 

September 26 , 1904 in r eference to tbe al lotlrent of Sophie Cobb , 

Choct aw roll by blood . umber 171? . Thi s is but a sample o f the 

character of thi s rork . I vri sh you wo uJ..di. imp res s upon Mr • Bunn 

and the ot~r stenographers in the employ of your office that the 

letters prepared must be typogr aphically correct and that gr eate r 

attention must be shown to de t ail s in this respect. 

Mr . Bunn has now been in the employ of the Commission for 

4024. 
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over tv o years and should by this tirre be familiar rr.i. th the re quire­

ments of the qommission in t h is direction . 

I also note that in mar king inclosures to accompany l etters 

from your office the sane ar e in many instan ces identi f ied by 

large initials being 1ri tten in red or blue pe ncil . A neat 

identification mark in the corner of any inclosure as folded ill 

serve e very purpo se and will n ot g ive the inclosure such an 

untidy appearance . 

It is a lso noted t hat the inclosures transmitted by your 

office in numerous i nstances are uniden ti f i ed by any i nclosure 

mark a tever Vlh ile in othe r insta nce s f rom two to f ive inclosures 

bear the same mark of identific at ion . All of this seem i ng care-

lessness necessitates a g reat deal of addi tional work at t h is 

office in properly identifying t he inclosures to t he letters as 

forwarded . 

I desire also to call your at tention to the arbitr r y allot-

ments which are being r e turned to you today . I am not at al l 

sat is fie d i th the appearance of this work . Instead of being 

characteristic of neatress the papers are indic ative of care-

lessness . The rubber stamps used f or t he purpose are not clea n , 

the impressions in but few instances are perfect wh ile in sever 

instances these papers ~hich are to b e come official records of 

the Commission have been used as memoranda for the c a lculation 

of areas and other purposes . 

I do not consider it necessary to invite your attention to 

each particular case of the char·a.cter mentioned but in order to 

emphaaize my position in this matter , call your attention to the 

4024. 
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following cases : 

Arbitrary allotment to Jackson Porter, Chickasaw roll by 

blood Number 751 . T~ words "Arbitrary allotmentn are not 

uniformly stamped , th:l f 'ac simile of t he signature "Tams 

Bixby"' is evidently dirty or t~ pad fhich is being used is 

in that condition. The wo rd nTishomingott as stamped upon 

tbe citi zensh i p certificate is i nverted upon the citi zen-

ship certific ate • In the a llotment bl ank the dat e nsept-

em ber 23 1904" i s n ot up on an y line wh ile the se co nd t i me 

the nane "Ja ckson Porter" is used it is pr a cti cal ly . illegi ble . 

Ref'erring to the allo"bl!a:ent to Harriett Kemp , Chi ckasaw 

freedman roll Number 1130 the stamp '"Arbitrary allo tment'' 

is not used while the fac simile signature "Tams Bixbyn 

is oo dim that it is pr ac tic ally i1le g ible and i s stamped 

in the extreme ri ght of citiz enship certif ic ate . 

In the allotmn t to Nels on Ki llcrease , Chickasaw roll b y 

blood Number 72 6 the fac simile signature "Tams Bixby" is 

entirely omitted from the citizenship certi f icate . 

Too above enumerated examples but illustrate the general 

character of the work presented by these arbitrary allotments . I 

am now calling t hese matters to your attention in order t hat you 

may impress upon tbe employes of your office that these pape rs 

are not in the nature of memoranda or rmrely for t re temporary 

use of tne Commission but beco!Il3 permanent records and should be 

of suc.h. a nature as not only at the pr esent but at any future time 

may be the subject of the closest scrutiny . 

You will invite the attention of the employes of your office 

4024. 
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to t hese rna tters and urge upon them the exercise of greater care 

both in t he mat t er of typa~ writ.ing and the preparation of offi cial 

paper s . 

Respectfully , 

Tams Bixby, 

Chairman . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No . 4024 . Recei~ed Oct.l, l904 Commission to 
the F i ve Civilized Tr.ibes .-- --Re1 . to attention being called to 
t~ s tenographers , regardirg their typographical errors and 
corre ctions , stati~ that these are permanent documents to be the 
subject ar the closest scrutiny at any time in the future .----
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COiv1MIS SI 0 IE RS : 
T .AMS BIXBY. 
THOMAS B. NH'-..Eill..E • 
C .R. BRECKINRIDGE . 

DEP AR 'IME NT OF THE INrERI OR , 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIN.ILIZED TRIBES . 
Wm.O.BE.ALL, 
Secretary. 

Address only the 
commission to the ive Civilized Tribes . 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory , 

Sep temb er 3 0 , 1904. 

Mr. Fred T . Marr, 

Chief Clenc , Chickasaw Land Office , 

Tishomi~o , Indian Terri tory , 

Dear Sir : 

I am in receipt of your letter of September 22 , inclosing 

orders for the appointnent. of Arthur B. Schaeffer , of Kansas , 

as an irregular stenographer, at 4 . 00 per day, dated Sep tember 1 , 

1904, and of L. c. McElmurry , irregular janitor , a t a salary of 

$1.25 per d~ , dated September 1 , 1904. 

In transmitting these orders of e mp loyrrent you reco mmend 

that the same be approved as af Septa.nber 1 , 1904 , if consi s tent 

with tbe rules of the Commission and I have prepared an order 

for the employment of Mr. Me lmurry as af September 1 , 1904. The 

appointrrent ot Arthur B. Schaeffer will be made the subject of a 

separate communication. 

In this connection I desire, however , to call your attention 

to Section 1 under the b3ad of "Employment" of the Rules and 

Regulations governing the conduct of the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Land Offices of the Comrnis sion to the Five Civilized Tribes, as 

4062. 
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follows: 

"1. The Commissioner in Charge and the Clerk in Charge 

a re author ized to employ additional assistance to meet emergencies 

a s pr avided in Rule 12 of the Rules o~ the Commission , the authori ty 

of t~ Commi ssioner being tb3 sane as therein defined for a 

Commis sioner in Charge af' a division of work, and the authority 

of t he Clerk in Charge to be the same as defimd in said rule 

f or the Se cretary of the Commission. Provided , that in c ase of 

t empor ary employment of janitor it shall be at a compensat i on not 

to exceed one Clollar per day , and of interpreter at a compensation 

not to exc eed t wo dollars per day . " 

I appreciate that from time to time as emergencies arise 

it be comes necessary for your office to secure the temporary 

employment of j anitors and interpreters , and under t he auth ority 

ve sted in you by Rule 12 of the Commission , in connection with 

t~ rule above quoted , you are authorized to do so , Rule 1 2 of 

the r egulati ons of the Commission being a s follows : 

"The Secretary may , in case of emergency , employ additional 

a s sistance no engagement to re for a longer period than one week, 

t he tot al expen:liture by the Secretary o~ this character shall 

not e xceed t~ sum of t enty five dollars for any one eek , and 

he shall r eport all such actions to the Commission at its succeed-

i ng mee t ing . " 

You shou ld , immediatel y upon such empl oyment , report to this 

office t he emergen c y existing t herefor and the ~ of the employe 

with t he compensation to be al lowed . You should not, however , 

4062. 
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exceed in any case the authority con:ferred by the rules as above 

quoted. 

Respectfully , 

Tams Bixby, 

Chairm • 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o.4062 Re ed. Oct . 4,1904.Commission to the 
Five Civilized Tribes .----Rel.Orders far appointment of stenograph­
er and janitor to the Five Civilized Tribes .----
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
COMMI SSI ON TO THE FI VE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

Muskogee , Ind. Ter . 

Oct . 4 , 19 04 . 

Mr . 11 red T. ·arr , 

Clerk in Ch arge, Chickasaw Land Office 

Tishomingo , Ind . Ter . 

Dear Sir : 

Herewith f ind my official checks on the Uni ted St ates 

Assista nt Treasurer , St . Louis , To . , for services rendered by 

the members of the Chic kas aw Land Office for the month of 

September, 1904 as f ollows: 

Fredrick T. arr 

John H. Carlock 

Harry . c. Risteen 

Lewis s . Dolmas 

Charles • Burdine 

Nilliam Barrowman 

;r. Ernest IVilliams 

Clara Mitchell ood 

Albert H. Collins 

Lewis G. Nichols 

illiam H. Evans 

'Villiam c. Bunn 

Lee Eddy 

~illis s . Rountree 

Helen C. Miller 

4103 

385317 

8 

9 

20 

1 

2 

3 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

30 

1 

3 

150 . 00 

1 33 . 34 

125 . 00 

125 . 00 

100 . 00 

100 . 00 

1 00 . 00 

100 . 00 

100 . 00 

100,00 

79 . 33 

85 o00 

100 . 00 

85 . 00 

75 . 00 
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Paul B. Taylor 4 85 . 00 

Sydney if . Burton 5 75 . 00 

lex Folsom 6 60 . 00 

• E. rvarden 7 45 . 00 

D. E. Turner 8 14. 00 

Very respectfully , 

Rees Evans 

Special Disbursing Agent . 

(Endorsed) # 4103 , Rece i ved Oct . 6 , 1904. Commission 1n Five 
Tribes . Mus ogee , I . T. Relative to payroll of members of Chick­
asaw Land ffice . 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
COMMISSRON TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

Muskogee , Ind. Ter . 

October 11 , 1904. 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , Indi an Te r r itory o 

Dear Sir : 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of the 

seventh instant recommending that r . H. c. Risteen be placed 

in charge of the contest work at the Chickasaw Land Office to 

fill the va cancy caused by the resignation of Lewis s . Dolman , 

and that f . C. Bunn be transferred t o the enroll ment divi·sion 

for the issuance of citi zen ship certif icates and other cleri cal 

work of t hat division . 

You are directed to assign Mr . Risteen as contest clerk 

at the Chickasaw Land Office and temporarily delegate rr. Bunn 

to the issuance of citizenship cer.tifica tes and other clerica l 

work of the citizenship division o f your of fice . The ma tter 

of the permanent assignment of some employe to f ill the vacancy 

caused by the transfer of Mr . Risteen will be ma de the subject 

of a rutther communication. 

Respectfully , 

Tams Bixby 
· Chairman . 

(Endorsed) # 4172 , Received Oct . 12 , 1904. Commission to Five 
Tribes , Muskogee , I . T. Concerning H. c. Risteen put in charge 
of contest work at Chickasaw ~and Office. 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

C 0 M M I S S I 0 N TO THE FIVE C I V I L I Z E D T R I B E S. 

COMMISSIONERS: 

TAMS BI XBY, 
. THOMAS B • NE:EDLES, 
C. R. BRECEENRIDGE, 

Wm. o. Beall, 
.secretary. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Muskogee, IndianTerritory, 

October 11, 1904. 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Tisbomingto, Indian Terr itory, 

Dear Sir: 

There is inclosed herewith copy of o rder this day is­

sued relative to issuance of certificates of a llotment for 

lands awarded to contestants i,n allotment contest cases in the 

Choctaw, Chickasaw and Cherokee Nations. Hereafter, where there 

is an outstanding certificate of allotment covering lands awarded 

to contestants in allotment contest case•, you will address a 

letter to the United States Indian Agent, advising that such 

land has been awarded to the Contestant, and that the certifi­

cate, describing the same by number, is of no effect as to that 

portion of the land. 

Respectfully, 

Tams Bixby, 

CHAIRMAN. 

Indexed. COMMISSION TO FIVE TIBES. Chickasaw Land Office. # 4125, 

Received Oct. 13, 1904. Relative certificates for allotment. 
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D E P A R m I\ E N '11 OF THE I N T E R I 0 R . 
COI~ISSION T TH~ FIVE CIEILIZED TR IBES. 

Muskogee , I ndi m Terri tory. 

Odtober 13, 1904. 

Commissioner in Charge, 

Chickasaw Land Office, 

Tishomingo, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir: 

In view of the fact that deducti ons for railroa d pur-

poses are being made from time to time from l ands ' which in some 

cases are involved in contest, this of fice deems it advi sable to 

call you attention t o a certain class of cases which ma y arise 

in Chickasaw allotment contests and to advise you of the pro­

cedure to b e adopted in such cases. 

here a citizen or freedman selects h is allot ment and 

thereafter a plat .of a railroad traversing t he same is f iled with 

the Secretary of the Interi or and the Indian Agent as provided 
' 

by the act of Congxess approved February 28, 1902 (32 s t ats., 43) 

and subsequent to the filing of such railway pl a t another citizen 

or freedman f i les his complaint in contest and makes a pplic a tion 

to select that portion of said original allotment selection which 

is traversed by said railroad, the contestant should be required 

to file his cooplaint and make application for the land as sel­

ected by the contestee including the amount afterwards sought to 

be acquired for railroad purposes and the record in the ro ntest 

case should show that subsequent to the application of the con­

testee and prior to the application of the contestant, proceed-

Q 
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ings were instituted to have a portion of said land set apart for 

railroad purposes . 

In the event the contestee prevails in the contest case , 

t he dedu ction should not be made but should the land in contra-

versy be awarded to the· contestant , he should receive the land in 

controversy less the amount sought to be acquired for railroad 
• purposes . 

In any cases of this character Which come to your notice 

after a hearing has been had in a contest case , the matt er should 

be ediately taken up with the general office so that in the 

event a decision has not been rendered therein , prope r deduction 

may be made . 

Respectfully , 

T. B. Needles . 

COMMI SS I ONER IN CHARGE . 

(Endorsed) Commission to Five Civilized Tribes # 4269 , Received 
Oct . 15 , 1904 . Relative to Law governing filing of n railway plats 
in connection with Chickasaw allotment contests . 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF TEE I N T E R I 0 R. 

C 0 M M I S S I 0 N TO THE F I V E C I V I L I Z E D T R I B E S 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Office , 

MUskogee, Indian Territory , 
October 14 , 1904. 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir : 

There are returned to you herewith , unsigned , the follow­

ing Chickasaw Homeatead Certificates, and your attention is in­

vited to the discrepancies noted: 

No . -
8510 

8511 

8538 

8549 

8586 

8611 

8773 

8830 

8855 

4261 

Name of Allottee . 

Sallie Bench , 
A 12897 

Eliza Dixon , 
A 12898 

Elmira Whale , 
A 15414 

Jonas R. Harris , 
• 620 

Rosa Gray 
A 259 

Robert L . Cotten , 
A 14997 

Benjamin B. Carnes , 
A 12169 

Ethe l Br own, 
c 2160 

Nettie Inza Harkins , 
0 2292 

Remarks . 

Certificate dated June 3 , 1904. 
report dated JUne 17 , 1904. 

Certificate dated June 3, 1904. 
report dated June 17 , 1904 . 

Cert . dated June 18, 1904; 
Report dated June 20 , 1904. 

Cert . dated June 21 , 1904; . 
Beport dated June 20 , 1904 • 

Cert . Dated June 23 , 1904; 
Report dated June 25 , 1904 . 

Report shows Cert . No . 8610 . 

Cert . shows N/2 of SE/4 ot 
SW/4 S 19 T 5 N R 5 w; Be­
port shows N/2 of NE/4 of 
SW/4. 

cert . aate4 July ll , li04; 
Report dated JUly 12 , 1904. 

Cert . dated July 12, 1904; 
Report dated July 13 , 1904. 
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Name of Allottee . 

Girtie Arizona Mauldin , 
A 1509 

J . R. Shannon , 
D 268 

Remarks. 

Roll shows name to be 
Gertie . 

Report shows cert . No . 8923 . 

You are requested to investigate these discrepancies and 

advise this office accordingly , returning certif icates for 

signature . 

Cert ificates . 

Relative to discrepancies in Chickasaw Homestead 

Respectfully , 

T. B. Needles . 
COMMISSIONER IN CHARGE . 

Indexed. COMMISSION TO FIVE TRIBES. Chickasaw Land Office . 

No . 4261 , Received Oct . 14, 1904. Comm. to Five Tribes , Muskogee , I . T. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasa w Land Office, 

Muskogee, IndianTerritory. 

October 14, 1904. 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory , 

Dear Sir : 

?35 - l'· 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter ~ the 

fourth instant, transmitting copies of the testimony of John 

E. Goldsby taken at your office on October 1, 1904, r elative 

to the improvements o wned by him and his family in the Chickas aw 

Nation , Indian Territory . You advise that you have , in accord­

ance with this testimony, made a permanent reservation of the 

land indicated by Mr . Goldsby,which you state he is holding as 

allotments fDr himself and family . 

You further state that the entire allotments designated 

for John E. Goldsby and Linniel E. Goldsby have heretofore been 

filed on by other persons and c ntests have been filed by John 

E. Goldsby for himself and Linniel E. Goldsby. 

I desire, in returning these papers , to call your atten­

tion to the fact that these reservations are not in the nature 

of allotmnt s. 

The order of the SecrfStary of the Interior of September 7 

as amended by Departmental telegram of September 13, 1904, wa s to 

reserve from allotment the homes and improved lands of Slch 

persons whose names were found upon the tribal rolls of the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nati~ns in the possession of the Commission 

,251 
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and who had been admitted to citizenship in such nations by 

the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes under the act of 

Congress approved June 10, 1896 (29 stat ., 321) and by the 

United States Court on appeal but whose cases had not been cer­

tified or appealed to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Citizenship 

Court for trial de novo . 

It is immaterial in the determination of t h ese reser-

vations whether or not the persons for wbom such reservations 

are made are the owner of i ~ provements upon tracts of land to 

which they would be entitled as their pro rata share in the event 

that their enrollment as citizens had been approved . s an ex-

ample , should John • Goldsby have been only owner of improve­

ments on ten acres of l and in the Chickasaw Nation that would 

be the only reservation to be made under the directions of the 

Department . The Commission has construed the Department's in­

structions as not permitting a reservation for any o f these 

persons of an amount of land in excess of the pro rata. S:l are 

of a citizen. 

I have as to those tracts of l a nd not involved in con-

test, issued an order October 13, 1904, reserving the same from 

allotment and as to the tracts of land heretofore filed on by 

Cecil Gallamore and Zada Gallamore and involved in Chickasaw 

allotment contests Numbers 610 and 611 , directed that no fur ­

ther action be taken looking to the allotment of said tracts of 

land until further direc t ions. A oopy of this order has this 

day been forwarded the Choctaw Land ffice. 

4251 
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I note that in your letter of the four th instant you 

state that the l and designated for John E. Go ldsby and Linniel 

E. Goldsby, has been heretofore filed on b y other persons and 

contests have been fi led by him f or himself and in behalf cf 

Linniel E. Goldsby . In t his connection your attention is in­

vited to the fa ct that on De cember 9 , 190 3 , your office re ­

por~ed "H" application Number 703 and 704 of land applied for 

by J ohn E. Dolgsby, the total a ppraised value of the land ap­

plied for by John E. Goldsby amounting to 2036 . 70 . Your of ­

fice has not reported any land applied for by Linniel E. Goldsby 

and it is presumed that an err or has been made in reporting John 

E. Goldsby as contestant in Chickasaw allotment contests Numbers 
. 

610 and 611 . Your daily r eports of De cember 9 , 1 903 , heretofore 

forwarded are also returned you herewith and you are requested 

to forward this office corr ected re ports of l ands applied fo r by 

John E. Goldsby and Linniel E. Gol dsby on December 9, 1903. 

Respectfully , 
1.. 

Thomas B. l eedles. 

CO ISSIONER IN CHARGE . 

AB 16Il4 

(Endoased) Five Civilized Tribes # 4251 Received ct. 15 , 1904. 
Relative to c ontest cases of John E. Goldsby and Lfnr iel E. Go ld­
sby . 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
CO] ISSION TO TH FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES. 

Muskogee , Indian Ter . 

October 17, 1904. 

Comrniss ioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir: 

I am in receipt of a telegram from Camden H. ~est , in 

which he states that he can come at once to transcribe the notes 

which he has t aken in Ch~ckasaw llotment Contest cases , and I 

have this day wired him to report at Muskogee as soon as pos -

sible. 

You are requested to immediately forward tot he Com-

mission at this place all the untranscribed note-books of test i-

money wh ich was taken by Mr . West during his connection with ~he 

Commission, and which are not in your office, in order that they 

may be here when • est arrives and the same may be transcribed 

as soon s possible. 

(Endorsed) 
October 18, 
mingo, I.T. 
ogee, I. T. 

Respectfully, 

Tams Bixby 

CHAIRMAN . 

Commission to Five Civilixed Tribes. # 4297. Received 
1904. Instructions to Chickasaw Land Office , Tisho­
to send untranscribed note books to off ice at Musk­
for trasncription. 
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POTTER' BOWMAN & POTTER 
ttorneys at Law 
Ardmore, I. T. 

10/18/04. 

Commission to the Five Civi~ized Tribes, 

Muskogee, I . T. 

Gentlemen:-

?35 9-0 

e enclose you herewith our appeal to the Commission 

of Indian Affairs of Chickasaw Allotment Contest No . 2?4 and 

consolidated cases . · e have delivered a co py of this appeal 

to the attorneys for the contestees and you will notice on 

the last page their acceptance of service . 

We would r equest that all of the papers be transmit­

ted to the Commission of Indian Affairs, and if the cont estees 

file a brief we should lik e to have an opportunity to reply to 

it. 

Yours truly, 

POTTER , BO ~N & POTTER . 

WFB . 

4411 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
COMMISSION TO THE FI VE CIVILIZSD TRIBES . 

Tishomingo , Ind . Ter . 
October 19, 1904. 

Potter , Bowman & Potter , 

Ardmore, Indian Territory . 

Gentlemen: 

Receipt is hereby acknowledged of your letter o f October 

12, transmitting contestant's appeal in Chickasaw llotment 

Contest No . 274. In reply, you are advised that this appeal is 

filed out of time; the time for filing ap al expired october 14 . 

The ap peal of contestant h.as been forwarded to the Commission at 

Muskogee for their decision. 

Respectfully , 

Chairman. 

4411 



D E P A R T 1 E N T OF 'mE I N T E R I 0 R • 

COMMISSION T 0 Tiffi FIVE CIVILIZED TR IBES . 

Mus ogee , Indian Terri tory . 

October 21 , 1104. 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , I ndian Territory . 

Dear Sir : 

There is enclosed you herewith , letter from Messrs , 

Potter , Bowman & Potter , dated October 12 1 19 4 , with which 

wa s transmitted app eal to the Commissioner of Indian Af fa irs 

in Chickasaw llotment Contest No . 274 , also letter prepared 

at your office replying to said letter in which you state that 

the ti ne f or filing the appeal expired on October 14th and that 

said a ppeal wa s not filed within the required t i me . 

It appears from the letter of ·essrs . Potter, Bowman & 

Potter , above mentioned , that the same was received at the 

general off ice on October 13 , 1904. 

The office is also in receipt o f your letter of October 

19 , 1904. transmitting said appeal . 

It appears from the f oregoing that said appeal was filed 

within the required time , towit on October 13 , 1904 , and said 

appeal tog.,her with the letter of Potter , Bowman & Potter and 

tha letter addressed to the latter by your office , are enclosed 

you here .ith for appropriate action . 

Your attention was invited to the fact that this Com-
1' 

mission is without authority to pass upon the question of the 
4411 
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sufficiency of an appeal to the Commissioner of Indian f-

fairs, which question rests entirely with the said Commissipner. 

You will therefore hereafter receive appeals even 

though fi led out of time and forward same to the general of f ice 

for transmittal to the Commissioner of Indian ffai:rs. 

Res~ ct f ully, 

(Indorsed) # 4411 Commission to 
kog@e, Ind. Ter. eceived Oct . 24 , 
Case No. 274, Chickasaw llotment. 
Bo~an & Potter, Ardmore, I . T. 

Tams Bixby , 

Chairman. 

ive Civilized Tr ibes, us -
1904 . Relative to Con test 
Appeal transmitted by Pot ter, 
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DEP AR'IMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
iashingt on. 

735 - P 

I.T.D.l0498-1904 October 18,1904. 

L.R.S. 

Commission to the Five Civil ized T.ri bes , 

Musk ogee, Indian Territory . 

Gentlemen: 

There is inclosed herewith, for ear ly report and recom­

mendation, upon th:l suggest ion of t he .Acti ng Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs in h is letter of October 12 , 1904, a letter of Sep tember 

~7, 1904, from J. s . Mullen , i nc losi ng certain papers , which are 

also herewith transmitted , relat.ive to the applicat ion of /ilk in 

Taylor to relinquish certain l ands filed upon by him at the 

Chickasaw Land Office in October , 1903. 

The Department d es ires to be advi sed upon what you base 

your ruling that nno applic ation to relinquish l and filed on by 

a citizen or f r eedman will be cons idered by t his Commission if 

a period of more than n i ne mont hs has elapsed since the date of 

t~ origina l fi ling." 

A copy of tm Acti ng Commissioner ' s letter is inclosed . 

Respectfully , 

Thos. Ryan, 

Act ing Secre tary. 

(Endorsed Tnion Age nc y No.4551 Received Nov . 2,1904 Co~ission to 
the Fi~ Civilized Tribes , Muskogee,Indian Territory. Relative---­
Matter of the allotment of lands of the Choctaws and Chickasaws 
to Vilkin Taylor , Choctaw, re garding copies of ette rs between 
the Commission and Secy of the Interior re. no pplication to 
relinquish land filed on by a citizen or freedman will be consider­
ed by the Commission if a period or more than 9 mo . has elapsed 
since the date of the original filing. 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF THJ£ I N T E R I 0 R. 

COMMISSION TO THE .FIVE CIEILIZED TRIBES . 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter. 

ctober 22 , 1904. 

Mr. Fred T. arr , 

Clerk in Cha~ge, Chickasaw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed herewith find inspection certificate for one 

wash tub and two buckets, purchased by you oome time ago, a1 so 

one for Remington Typewriter sent you in place of the one for­

warded by you for repairs . 

Your accoJUt for electric light bill is returned here­

with as an error was made in the subtraction on ti cket No . 2046 . 

Kindly have account corrected and return same to this off ice 

for p~ymen t. 

Bill for 12 . 48 for ice is also returned , this account 

should be prepared on form 4 as heretofore . 

Relative to the bill of the onk Hardware Co ., for ?5. 65 

made in July relative to mop sticks , rim lock and moving and 

storing of stoves I have to request that you make requisition to 

the Commission for the three first mentioned articles and it would 

be well enough to explain the use of the lock also advise why it 

was impossible to wait until the " mop sticks could be sent you 

from here as we carry a supply on hand. 

4370 
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Relative to moving and storing of stoves it seems as if there 

was no other available space y ur coal house could have been 

used and your janitors could have done your moving as was done 

in all of the other offices of the Commission. 

Bela ti ve to check of Lilburn H. Evridge I have to ad­

vise that when the Cha irman a pproves the employment of said 

person I can mail you check and not before . 

In future I earnestly request th at you get all accounts 

for one quarter prep ared and into this office not l a ter than 

3 days after the end of the quar ter. They should not be mixed 

with those of the succeeding quarter . 

7727 
7757 
7536 
7537 

Very respectf ully, 

Rees Evans 

FECI L DISBURSING GT . 

(Endorsed) # 4370 Commission to Five cilivilzed Tribes . Received 

October 24 , 1904. MuSkogee , Ind. Ter . Relative to ,accounts a t 

Chickasaw Land Office . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INrERI OR , 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVKLIZED TRIBES . 

Muskogee , Indian Territory , 

October 24 , 1904. 

Mr. Fred T. Marr , 

Cle rk in Charge , Chickasaw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory, 

Dear Sir: 

?35 -

I am sending you herewith order on the Monk Hardware Co ., 

far brooms , stoves and cuspidors . Mr. Bixby sugge sts that 

your purchase of a stove be of a very plain manufacture and without 

ornaments and at as r ea sonable price as possible . 

Very r e spectfully, 

Rees vans . 

Special Disbursing Agent . 

(Endor sed } Union Agency No.4119 Received Oct . 25,1904.Commiss1on 
to the Five Civilized Tribes ,MUskogee ,Indian Territory. Relative-­
---Order ot Supplies .----
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Tishomingo , Ind. Ter ., May 2lst , l906 . 

The Honorable E . A. Hitchcock , 

Secretary of the Interior Department , u. s . A., 

-~ash i ng to n , D • C • 

Honorable ir : 

~e , your Petit ione rs , to- wit : M. v. Cheadle , • T . 1 ard , A. B. 

Hughes , D. H. John_ston and • T . Smith , citizens by blood and inter­

marriage of the Chickasaw Nation, and ho ba ve hereto fore filed and 

allotted the lands due us as such duly enrolled citizens of the 

Chickasaw Nation , most respectfully call your attention to t he 

fact that jointly, our allotments and portions th ere of lying on 

too streEIIn known as "Blue" or "Big Blue" ; to- wit : co~mmencing a t 

th3 South lire of the North- west quarter of Section 32, Towship 

(Si c ) 2 South , Range 7 East , and ending \Vi th the outh line of 

ection 27 , To.nship 3 South, Range 7 as t , directly covering 

or embracing the said stream of "Big Blue" , a distance of about 

6 and 1/4 miles and coni'ined to our allotments , with the excep­

tion t hat in this distance , one Chickasaw Freedman by h is allot­

ne nt covers 220 yards and one Choctaw 220 yards , with whom we 

expect - to tre at satisfactorily and amicably in our undertaking o 

' e further represent that the stream , "Big Blue , " whi ch runs 

through our lands above described , has valuable water povrers , 

which was the treatest inducement to us in alloting s id lands . 

Now , under the late Congressional Act of April 26th , 1906 , known 

as the Five Tribes Bill , provides among other th ings in Section 

25 , Page 10 , tba t companies may organize , oondemn and take our 

property f' r om us • In View of this necessity, to protect our-

1 4273 
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of}' -o ~t. . 

selves and have the benefit , to some extent , of this , our water 

powers , we are trying to take step:; , under said Act , to orga nize 

a company to utilize t h is power which rightfully belongs to 

us , and in which we are entitled to t he preference , as ve own 

the: lands embracing said stream, as outlined in a general wa y 

herein- before . It being our aid to take steps and cover the 

objects and purposes agreeably to the rights and pr ivileges given 

by the said Section 25 of said Act of Congress , entitled : tt 

Act to Provide for the Final Disposition of t he Affairs of the 

Five Civilized Tribe s , in the Indian Territory, and for Other 

Purposes , n 

Page 10 , Public- No . l29 . 

le further repr esent that e are led to bel.ieve that other 

people solely for a speculative purpose , having nothing invested 

nor any rights upon the lands , are taking steps under said Act , 

to get in ahead of us and monopolize this power . In our judg-

ment th3se people have no good faith in the development of said 

water power , e xcept a desire to get franchises in order to sell 

and speculate t hereon. 

It is this cl ass of companies that we desire to here , most 

solemnly , offer our protest against . 

As Indian Citizens , we wish to be known in t he business 

world , and seeing t hat if we did not take up this vater power 

proposition ,-it being on our lands ,-that some other persons Tould o 

THE R R F 0 R E : .e respectfUlly beg of you to give us 

time to perfect our organization that we may be enabled to comply 

with the requirements of said Act of Congress , and any company 

presenting at your Department applications for franchises to any 

water powers on the lands described by this our petition and pro -

14273 
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tes t, we ask that they be held until we can present our claims to 

have the same covered by a Charter gr anted to our company. 

Any further information you might desir·e to have , we rill 

be pleased to .furnish upon request so to do . 

Again , we beg your protection in this mat t er as our super­

vi sor , far which we are in duty bound to pr ay . 

Si gned ; M. V. Cheadle 

• T. - ard 

. B. Hughe s 

D.H. Johnston 

- . T. Smith 

• (Endorsed) Union Agency No. l4273 Re ceiv ed ~ay 31 , 1906 Office of 
U . s . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory . lashin on , D. C .May 29 , 
1906 . Secretary. ----Refers for appro action pe tition of . V. Cheadle 
and otmrs , of Tishomingo, I . T. ci tizens af Chickasaw Nation rela­
tive franchises to any water po ers on lands described in said 
petition.----
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D E P A R T L E N T OF T I r T E I I 0 R. 

('HI G'..:' N. 

I . T . D. 1 23 06 , l29l6P~9 06 . ugust 1 , 1906 . 

United ·· tate s Indi an Inspector 

for Indi an Terri t ory , ~s ogee , Ind . T. 

Sir : 

On June 26 , l 0 6 , you transmi tt ed a cowJunica ti on f rom 

.ir . Ike dler , of a vis , I nd . m. , in wh ich he sta tes tha t one 

:ose Chigley , a Chickasaw b blood , had his r es t r ic t i ons remo ved 

July 28 , 1905 . and asks i f he c an lawfully sell or mortgage his 

allotment a t this time , in view of the provis i ons of the a c t of 

April 26 , 1906 . 

You st at e that you have i nformed different parties th at 

in your opinion full-bloo d Indians cou ld hot sell or dispos e of 

their iand after pr il 26 , 19 6 , whether their restrictions had 

been removed pr ior to tha t t i e or not , but different parties 

contend thut full~b lood Indi ans had the ri ght to se ll where their 

restricti ns hod been r emoved prior to ~pri l 26 , l 06 . You t here ­

f ore refer t e question to the Depart ent for de f ini te determi -

nat ion . 

e porting July 7 , 1906 (Land 54747) , the Indian ffice 

considers th£l t ongress c an no u e ~ercise no juri sdict i on over 

tha t portion of the a llotment of r f ull-blood Indi an upon whi ch 

restrictions have been removed pr ior to ~pril 26 , 1906 . copy 

of its lett er is inclo sed . 

14882 
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The Assistan t ttorney- General on July 24 , 1 06 , rende r ­

ed a decisi on , approved the s a ""l e day , in which he s t ate s t ha t 

he is of opinion tha t the Ind i an in t is c as e " a s withou t pow­

er therea f ter to alienate or mortgage his allott ed l ands . '1 

copy of s a id opinion is inclos ed o 

T R UGH T CO ii'1,~I S I . r""R F 

Jl'J I N F~ .niR • 

2 inclosures . 

Respec tfully , 

J es s e E . ilson 
' SS I ST IT S-.:lCR ,1:.RY . 

.. I 

( ndorsed) Union ~gency # 14882 Received 1 Ug o 9 , 1 02 . ffice 
of u • • I ndian nspe ctor f or ndian Ter r ircory . ·a s hi ng ton , . c. 
_ ug . 1 , 1906 . uecretary · .,. "' ncloses approved opinion of · sst . 

tty-Gen . holding a cco r di g to ct bf · pril 26 , 1 06 , ful~-b lood 
Indians cannot dis pose o l and after pas sage of such z ct ~he ther 
restrict i ons ha d been re oved prior t o that time or not . 
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D E P A R T H E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
·~ ashington . 

?366-

I . T. D. 2598- 190? . Februar y 13 190? ' . 

Un i ted t a tes Indi an Tns pe cto r 

for I n di an TerritD ry , ·"us kogee , Ind. T. 

Sir : 

I n view of your re commenda t i on of J anua ry 5 , 190? , 

departme nt a l instruc t i o ns of Novemb er 20 , 1906 , t o withhold 

applica tions for t he remova l of r estrictio ns upon a l l otted l and s 

within a r adius of t en iles of t he towns of heele r and Madill , 

i n t he Ch ickas aw Nat i on , I nd i an Territory , on ac count of t he dis ­

covery of oil near such t ow ns , are hereby res cinded . You ill 

i nstruct the u.s. I ndi an Agent a t Un i on genc y a ccordi ngly . 

Through t he Commiss i oner 
of Indi an f fairs . 

Respe c t ful ly , 

Tho s . Ryan . 
Fi rs t ss i s t an t s e cret ary . 

(Endors ed) Union Age n cy # 15616 Received Feb . 23 , ~90? . Of f i ce 
of u.s . I ndian I nspe ctor f or Indian Territory . ~shington D.c. 
Feb . 13 190?. 'ecre t ar y . Res cinds de partment a l instructions to 
wi thold ' applicati ons for remov a l of r estr i ct i ons upon certain 
allotted l and in Ch i ckas aw Na t ion , and a dvis e s to i ns t ruct ~ gen t . 
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ACT 
FOR TEE RELI EF F J . if . BYRD . 

Section l . E IT J 1 CTED BY THE L 1 GISL .. >.TURE OF THE CPICKAS.A 'I 

N.ATI N: Tha t t he sum of ~hree hundred and sixty dollars be and t he 

same is hereb y ~ ppropri ated out of any money in the rat ional Trea-

sury , or wh ich ma y here af t er be placed t here in , not otherwise ap-

pro pri ated , to pay J . v. Byrd for servi ces as sear gent for the 

Law- revi s ion Committee ap pointed to revise and codif y the l aws of 

the Chickas w ation for the term of ninety (90) days at the rate 

of four dollar s per day , and t he uditor is hereby directed to is -

s ue h is warrant on the Treasurer for the sum of three Hundred and 

Si xty Dollars , and the Treasurer is aut horized and dire cted to pay 

t he same . And that t his ct tak effe ct from and af ter its pas ­

sage and approva l . ( Eecoru~nded by Lewis See l y) . 

Passed t he House of Representa tives February 6 , 1899 , 

M. v. Cheadle , Speaker H. R., ~ttest : J . L. Thompson , 
Clerk H. R. 

Passed t he Senate February 8 , 1899 , 
Simon emp , resident , Pr o tem; 

t t est , Vm. • Guy , Se cretary pro tern. 

pproved Febru · ry 8 , 1899 , 
D. H. Johns ton , Go vernor Chickasaw 

Nat i on. 
ttest : C. D. Cart er , 

Ta t ' l s e cr e t a r y • 

EXECUT I VE r.:l s I T ~h.SHI I' GTO N' Ma r ch 7 ' 18.99 ' 

PP OVED : r illiam Me inl ey . 



The Honor able 

DEP .ART1 1 T 0 THE INTERI CR , 
Office of I ndian ' ffa irs . 

Vashington , March 3 , 1899 . 

The Secret ary o f t he Interior . 

Si r : 

Enclosed herewith i s a r eport of February 23 , 189 9 , f r om I n s pec­

tor · right t ran smi tt i ng , with f avorable recommendation , and act 

of the Ch ickasaw Legisl ature appro priat i n g $360 to pay for the 

services of the Sergean t of the Law Rev ision Commi ttee a ppointed 

to revi se and cod i fy the laws of the Chi ckasaw a t ion . 

s it appears from the papers which a ccomp any this act , wh i ch 

is duly certifi ed by the ationa l Secretary of the Na t i on that tre 

se r vi ces were rendered and t hat the am ount appropriate d is drn 

t he:re for , Inspector right 's recommendation fo r fa vor ab le acti on 

is c on curred in by this office . 

Very re spectful ly , 

K. S . M. 

L ' e 

Yo; r obedient servant , 
• C. Tonner • 

.A:~t in Commissi o.L e r . 



The President , 

Si r : 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IO R. 
ashington. 

a rch 6 , 1899 . 

I have t he honor to submi t herewith , f or exe cut i ve 

ac t i on under t he provis i ons of the agre ement set out i n s e ct i on 29 

of the Act of Congres s , approved June 28 , 1898 {30 St at ., 495) , an 

Ac t of t he Leg i sla t ur e or the Ch i cka s aw ation entitled "An c t foc 

the r elief of J . f . Byrd . n 

Sa i d c t make an a ppro pri at i on of 3~0 to p ay f or t he 

se rvi ce s of the sergeant of the law revisin g commit t ee appointed 

to re vi s e and co d i f y the l aws o f t he Chickas aw a tion . Favor abl e 

action i s r e commended b y Uni ted St at e s Indi an Inspe cto r fo r t he 

Indian Terr i tor y , and also b y the Commi ssione r of I nd i an ff a irs o 

I h ave , t he r e fore , t o re comme nd th a t , s a id ct be approved by you , 

and enclo se herewi th t he letter of said I ndian nspe c t or and copy 

of said re port of t he Comm i s si one r of Ind i an Af f a i rs . 

Ind . Ty . D i v • 
561- 1899 . 
3 e nclosur e s . 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitch cock . 
Se cret ary . 



DEPARTIENT OF' THE INTERIOR . 
· ·ashington . 

March 8th , 1899 . 

Mr . J . George ~ · ri ght. , 

U. s . Indian Insp:3ctor , 
for t he · nd i a.n Territor y , 

ruscogee , Ind . Ter . 

Sir: 

The act of the Legisl a ture of the Chickasaw ation entitled 

tl Act for the relief of J •• Byrd" , approved by the Governor 

of said n a tion on J b~ary 8 , 1899 , was submitted to t he Pres-

ident on t he 7th instant , a nd returned b y him approved on the 

same day . aid ct and the departmental letter of tr an smittal 

to the P resident together with a copy of the re port of the 

cting Commissioner of Indian ffairs there on are herewith trans-

mitted to you for appropriate action . 

Ind . Ter . Di v . 
561- 1899 . 
3 inclosures . 

Respe c tfully , 

Thos . • Ryan . 
cting secretary . 

Thro gh the Commissioner of Indian 1Sfairs . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 30 , received ·ar . 13 , 1899 , office of 
u. • Indian Inspector f or I ndi an Terri tory ; /ashing t on , Jar . 8 , 1899 
The Se cret ary . Returns ct of the Chickasaw Legislature entit~d 

An Act for the relief of J . •' . Byrd . Approved by the President . 
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AN ACT Proviiin! for Translation ana publishin~ of the 
~eea nt, Curtis Act and. an .A.ct at Co~ress 
Unitei States Governi~ the Tribal Courts of 
InG.ian Terri tcr y; 

.A. toke 
of the 
t~ 

WHEREAS, 

WHEREAS, 

The Act of November 2nd., 1897, provi i~ for the trans""' 
lation ani publishi~ at laws of the Chickasaw Nation to 
be translated in the Choctaw la.n~age and publish i' "One 
thousani copies"(lOOO) in En~ish an five hun rei l500) 
copies in Choctaw. Ani sai Act does not provide for the 
printin! ani translation of the atoka ~eement, Curtis 
Act and an Act passei by Co~ress tak:i~ effect January 
1898 ~overnin~ the tribal courts of the Indian Territory; 
ancl 

It is of ~reat importance and a necessity to the Chockasaw 
p ople as these Acts ~overn tmir homes , lands, ani prop­
erty; an as these laws can yet be included in our new 
law books now bein~ printed but not yet completed, with 
additional ccs t of less expense than bei~ printe separa­
tely; an , with the · above laws, the ne laws woul be 
complete to date; now, therefor , 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE CRICKASAW NATION : 
Sec .l. That the sum of ei~ht hundred and fifty dollar• ($850.00) 

be appropriated out of any money in the Nati·onal Treasury not other­
wise appropriated, for the printi~ an translation of the Atoka 
~reement, or"Choctaw an Chickasaw At!;reement With the Daw s Connnis­
sion of the Uni tei States"/ the Curtis Act , and an Act passe by 
Co~ress takint; effect January, 1898, ~overni~ the tribal courts 
of the Inciian Terri tory. 

Sec.2. Be it further enacte , that the Governor of the Chicka­
saw Nation is hereby authorize& an empowered to enter into a con­
tract w1 th P.T.Foley, of Parsons, Kansas , and D • .A. Homer , of Atoka , 
Indian Terri tory, tar the publi shint; and translation of . the Atoka 
~reement, Curtis Act. and the Act of Co~ress takin~ effect Janu­
ary, 1898, an to inclute same in the new law-books already under 
their contract, ani upon completion of the above ork the Governor 
of the Chickasaw Nation shall issue his certificate on the National 
Auiitor who shall issue his warrant o~ the National Treasurer in 
payment of same; and this Act take effect from and after its pas­
sa!• ant approval by the Presi ent or t~ Unite States . 

RecoiJlllleniei by D.H.Johnston, March 22, lB99. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 

APPROVED: March 23,1899, 
D.H.J"ohnston, 

Governor Chickasaw Nation. 

ATTEST: C.D.Carter,National Sec'y, 
Chickasaw Nation . 

WASHINGTON , April 11, 1899, 

APPROVED: WILLIAM McKINLEY. 



The Honorable 

Departmen~ of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

We.sl:li~ton, 
April 6, 1899. 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir; 

Enclose , her With, is a. report, date March 29 , 1899, from 

Inspector Wr~ht, transmit ti~ an Act at the Chickasaw Let;islature, 

maki~ appropriation of $850· for the purpose ot translati~ an 

printi~ the Chaeta an Chickasaw a ~reement, t .he Curtis Act , an 

en Act passed by Consr ss, takint; effect on January 1, 1898~ ~vern~ 

~ triba1 courts or t.he. Indian Terri tory. 

The idea seems. to b to publish the acts in question , in t.he 

lan~~e or the Chickasaw Indians, to be i stri butei a.mo~ those 

wbo io not read an unerstan E~lish. T~ purpose seems to 

be a proper one, and the appropriation iS not excessive, in any 

way. 

I therefore have the honor to recommeni that the Act be ap-

provei. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obeiient servant, 

J. .c • Tonner, 
Acti~ Commissioner. 

(K.s.ll.) 

P. 

llS 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R 
' Washi~ton. 

The Presiclent, 

Sir; 

April 8, 1899. 

JV. 

I have the honor to submit .hereWith for executive action , 

under the provisions in section 29 of the Act of Congress approve 

June 28, 1898, (30 Stat., 495), an act of t he Le ~islature of the 

Chickasaw Nation entitled; "An Act providing for Translation and 

Publishi~ of the Atoka ~reement , Curtis Act , and an Act of Con­

~ress of the United States governing the Tribal Courts of the Indian 

Territory." 

Section 1 of said .Act makes an appropriation of $850 .00 for the 

purposes set out in the title of said Act . 

Section 2 authorizes the Governor of said Nation to e n ter into 

a con tract with certain persons therein naiOO d fo·r t.be publi shi~ 

and translation o"E said ~reermnt and Acts , ttand to i nclude same in 

the new law books all ready und r under their contract, and upon com­

pletion ar· the above work · the Governor of t h e Chickasaw Nation shall 

issue his certificate on the National Auditor ho shall issue his 

warrant on the National Treasurer in payment af the sanE." 

Said Act was approved March 23, 1899. 

The u.s.Indian InsJectar for the Indian Territory thinks that 

the sum appropriated far publishi~ and transla ti:nt; the Acts refer­

rei to is excessive, but says there is no doubt that too· publication 

is necessary, ani if saii Act is cons iaered 'Suf.tioiently specific. in 
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tU, requirements for tile aiOOUnt to be paid , he recoiillrErds that the 

same be approved . 

T~ .Acti ~ Comrnissio:re r at Indian Affairs, in forwardi~ said 

Act, s tates : "The purpose seem to. be a proper o~ , an the appro­

priation is not excessive , in any ay , " and he recommends that the 

Act be approved. . 

I t seems to be desirable that the ~·ta referred to be printed 

ani trans1atei into t he la~ua~e spoken by t he Indians , in order 

that they may have an intelli~ent understanding of the requirements 

contai ned therein . I have, therefore , to recanmend that sai Act 

be approved . 

A copy of t he report of the Commissione r , together with the 

l etter of the Indian Ins~otor , is enclosed herewith. 

I ni . Ter. Div . 
996-1899. 

3 enclosures . 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock 

Secretary. 



v. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INT uR IOR 
J:!'J ' Washilll;ton. 

J .Geor~e Wright, 
u.s.In.ian Inspector 

Sir; 

for the Indian Terri tory, 
Musc~ee , In ian Terri tary. 

April 14, 1899. 

Enclosed hereWith you Will ~ind an act of the Chickasaw Nation 

entitlei: "An Act to provide for translation and publishi~ of the 

Atoka ~reement, Curtis Act , and an Act of Co~ress of t~ Unitei 

States t!;OVerni~ the tribal courts in the Indian Terri tory." 

Said act was submitted to the Presi ent for executive action 

on the 8th instant, and was approved by him on t he 11th instant. 

You Will forward the same to the Executive Secretary of the Chicka-

saw Nation. 

You Will find enclosed herewith said departmental letter,to­

~ether With a copy of the report of th Actin~ Commissioner thereon. 

Ini.Ter.Div. 
996-99. 

3 enclosures. 

T.brollt!;h the 

Respectfully , 

Commissioner of Iniian Affairs. 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary. 

(Eniorsei) Union ~ency Number 115. Receivei Apr 2?,189g Office 
ot u s Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. Wash1~ton , 
Aprii i4,l899. secretary.----Returns Chickasaw Act authorizi~ 
publishin! of ~reement , etc. Approvei--



CHICKASAW - MARRIAGE 
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~ti 

Nov. 3, 1899 

H. R. Bill No . 45 

AN ACT .AMENDil'U ACT ENTI'IT..ED tt AN ACT REQUIRING ALL NON- CICI-

ZENS TO REMAIN IN THE CHIC KASA · NAT ION FOR A PERIOD OF Tv, O YEARS 

BEFORE THEY C PRmURE LIC SE TO RY A CITIZEN OF THIS 

NATION. tt 

APPROVED OCTOIER 19th , 1876 , AS ED PTEMB R THE 24th , l 887 . 

------tftf/o%%%%7o%%%%-- - - -
REAS , It appears that the Chickasaw inter- marriage laws 

are abus ed by designi ng persons for the purpose of further attempt­

i ng to acqu ire property rights in the Chickasa Nat i on , and 

IH:EREAS , A compliance or non-c ompliance with ruch Chickasaw 

inter- marria ge laws, has no eff~ct upon tre legality of an i nter­

marriage under and by the authority of t he laws of the United 

tate s , rere tofore put in force by Congress ; 

Therefor e , 

BElT ACT D BY T LEGISLA'IURE OF THE CHICKASA NATION; 

That section I of the Ac t of October 19 th , ·1876 , as 

amended by th.e Ac t of September 24th , 1887 , entitled "An act 

requiri~g all non-citizens to remain in the Chic kasaw Nat ion for 

a period of t wo years before they c an procure a license to marry 

a citizen of this Nat i on" be anended so as to read as follows: 

Se c tion I . That before a non-citizen can p rocure a license 

to marry a ci.t iz en of this Nat ion, he or she shal l be of g ood 

moral cha racter and industrious habits , and shall have r es ided in 

the count y where such marriage license is sought to be procured , 

tor a period of two years immediately preceeding such applicat ion , 

and shall be recommended by ten good and responsible citizens by 

64. 
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blood of this Nation ; end such citizens shall certify that the 

applicant is of good moral character and industrious .habits , and 

has r esided in the county where such license are sought to be 

procur ed for a period of two ~ars · irnm3dia tely pre ce eding such 

app l i c ation ; and the County J udge being satisfied i th the peti­

ti on shall grant the license to Imrry under the existing law, 

and the :t:erso n so applying far such mrri age license shall pay 

t~ sum of one thousand dollars , five of which shal l be reta ined 

by th9 County Judge issuing sucll license , and nine hundre d and 

nine ty- five dollars shall be p laced in the national treasure of 

t~ Nation for national purpose s ; and that this Act take effect 

from and after its passage and approval by the President of the 

United States . 

Recommended by Guy Keel . 

Passed t~ house this the 2nd d ay of Nov. l899 . 

(signed )Joe Newberry 

Attest : 

Signed- M. C. urray 

Clerk pro tem . 

Speaker of the House 

Passed t m Senate , this the 3rd day of Nov . 1899 . 

At test : 

Si gne d- Dave Seely 

Pre sid en t of the Senate . 

s i g ne d- J . V. Byrd 

' Se cretary of the Senate . 

Appr oved Nov.3, 1899 

s i gned- D.H. Johnst on , 

Gov ernor of t he Chickasaw Nation. 



Attest: 

(Signed) 

-3-

C .D.Carter, 

National Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .64 Relative----Copy of' Chickasaw 

Marriage Law.----
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D E P A R T r E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

The Pre sident , 

Sir: 

Wa shington. 
December 8 , 1899 . 

F. 

I have the honor to submit herewith for executive 

action, under the provisions of sect i on 29 of t he a ct of Con­

gress approved June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495) , an act of the 

Chickasaw at ion entitled nH. R. No . 45 , An Act amending an 

Act entitled ' An Act re uiring 11 noncitizens to remain in 

the Chickasaw Na tion for a perior of t o ea r s before they 

can procure a license to marry a ci izen of this nation ', 

approved October 19th, 1876 , as amended Se tember the 24t h , 

1887 . " 

Said act was approved by t he Gover nor of s a i d n t ion 

November 3 , 1899 . 

The preamble recite s that the Chi cka saw intermarriage 

laws a re abused by desi gning persons f or the purpose of attempt ­

ing to acquire property rights i n the Chickasa Nation ; that 

complian ce or noncompl i an ce with such l aws has no effect upon 

the legality of an intermarriage under a nd by author ity o f the 

laws of the United St at es in f orce in sa id nation . 

Section l of s a id a ct amends se ction l of the act of 

October 19, 1876 , as amended by the a ct of Septembe r 24 , 1887 , 

entitled "An Act requiring all non-citizens to r emain in the 

Chickasaw Nation for a period of t o years befor e they can pro -
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cure a license to marr y a citizen of t his Nation , " so as to 

require t hat before a noncitizen can procure a license to m rry 

a citizen of the Chickasa w Nation he or she shall b e of good 

moral c har a cter and i ndus tri-ous habit s , an d s hall have r sided 

in the count y where such licen se is sought t o be pr ocured f or 

a period of t wo yea r s i mmedi ately pr e ced i ng s uc h application , 

and sha ll be recommende d by ten g ood and respons i bl e ci t i zens 

by blood of s a i d na tion , and such c i t izens shall certify that 

the applicant is of good moral char a ct er nd i nd ustri ous hab it s , 

and has resided in t he count y he r e such licens e i s s ought t o 

be procured for a period of t wo year s i mmedi a t el y pr eceding 

such application ; t ha t t he Count y Judge , if sa ti s fi ed with the 

petition, sha ll gr ant the licens e t o ma r r y under the existin 

law, and t he per son so appl y i ng f or s uch marri a ge li cense sh ll 

pay t he sum of one thous and do 11 rs , f ive of hich s hal l be 

retained by the Count y Judge issuing such license , and ni ne 

hundred and ni net y- f ive dolla rs s hal l be pl a ced i n t he Nat i ona l 

Treasury of t he nation f or na tion 1 pur poses . 

In response t o le tt er f rom the Gov er nor of the Chicka sa 

Nation , Commissioner • s . McKennon of the Commission t o t he 

Five Civilized Tribes sta tes that 

"That prospect of an early divi sion of t h e l and s and ot her 
property of the Choctaw and Chicka saw Nations in t he Indi an 
Territory, approxima ting in value t he ffilm o f ~3 , 000 per capita , 

'' 
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together with the fact that per sons who intermarry with the 
members of those Nations under their laws will probably receive 
·a per capit s share in such distribution , has caused a rush in 
t he matter of intermarriages bet ween hite pe r sons - parti cular ­
l y white men - and Choctaw or Chi ckasaw citizens , and this , f or 
the past several months , has obtained to a shocking degree . en 
of all ages , many of them purely adventurers are searching out 
marriageable women , ith little or no regard t o congeniality 
or fitness , or to the questions of age or personal appearance , 
and se curing licenses a s required b. the law and intermarry i ng 
with them . As may be plainly seen t h is is done for t he purpose 
only of securing p ropert y ri ht s as members of the tribes . his 
de sire is unblushingly indulged wi th no ef fort whatever to con­
cea l the purpose of the unions thus made , and the result may be 
~asily foreseen : abandonment of the ?omen so t aken for rn ves 
when the men have secured title to their lands with , possibl , 
a conve yance by the wife of her share of the l and to them . r 

The Commissioner concludes : ''The. menbers of t his Commis-

s ion have seen so much o f the abuses he reinbefore described that 

the ,' feel no hesi tanc in recommending the approval of this Act 

of the Chickasaw Legislature . " 

Said act is also recommend ed f or approval b. the United 

States Indian Inspector for the Indian Te rritor y , hose reco -

mendation is concurred in by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

In view of the representations made by Commis s ioner 

McKennon and s aid reports of the Un i ted States Indlan Inspector 

and the Commissioner of Indi an Affairs , I have to recommend 

that said act be approved . 

The letters of Commissioner McKennon a nd the United States 

Indi an Inspector for the Indian territory, together wit h the 
' . 

. 
report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs , are enclosed 

'' 



herewith . 

Ind . Ter . Di v . 
3556 -1899 . 

4 enclosures . 
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Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretar y . 

(End orsed ) Union gency No. 478 . Received Dec . 26 , 1899 . Off ice 
of u. s . Indi an Inspector for Indi a n Te rritory . Wa shingt on ~ De c . 
19, 1899 . Secreta ry---Returns Chickasaw Act r equiring residen c e 
i n nat i on of 2 year s before non- citizen sha ll i nterma r ry . 

APPROVED . 



H/R Bill o . 45 . 

EXECur IV DEPART1£m' 
Chi.ckasaw Nation . 

Tishomingo City 
December 18 , 1899 . 

I , C. D. Carter , a tional ecre tary o f the Ch ic ka saw Na tion , 

do hereby certi f y t ha t the foregoiQi?; is an Act of t he Legislature 

of the Chickasaw Nati on , passe d at its re~lar s es s ion ovemb er 

1899 , as is eviden ced by the offici a l si g nature s of the presiding 

officers of b oth houses of s aid Legislature , tiild approv e d by D. H. 

Johnston , Governor of said ation, in h is offici al character 

on Nov . 3 , 1899 , a m I do hereby submit the same for t he approval 

of the President of the United State s under the provision s of 

too agreement concluded on the t wenty- third day of April 18 97 , 

at Atoka , Indian Territory , bet ~een tbe Unit e d t a tes and the 

Choc taws and Chic ka saws , a m the Act of Congress of June 28th , . 

1898 , entitled , "An Act for tie protection of the people of the 

I nd i an Terri tory, and for other purposes . " 

IN WITNESS \ HEREOF , I bave hereunto sigred my name as Na tion­

al ecretary of the Chickasaw Nation, on this 6 day of November , 

1699 , and caused the Great Seal of the Chickasaw Nation to be 

affixed . 

(Signed ) C. D. Carter 

National Secretary Chickasaw Nation . 

EXECUTIVE MANSI ON 
Washi~ t on , D. C . December 18 ,1899 

Appr oved William McKinley . 



CHICKASAW - MINERALS 



Mr . Bigby : 

Kind ir: 

I recei v e d yo ur letter t ed ay . 

, ' f '• .r-..:t ... ,,,..., 

Dougherty·, I . T . 

Jany. 24 , 18 9 • 

?4 3'2-

I .ba ve t h e qua r y fen c e d and 

h ave ha d it fenc ed fo r a long time an d kno mus t I t ake my fe n ce 

away . The re are pa. r t i e s .be r e a re t aken stone out of t re uary 

and build i ng , i th the store t bere are one s t one bu ilding g oing up 

kn ow kno I ask you wha t t o do must I notify t h e m knot to g e t 

any more store or knot I d ont want to lay my self lia ble t o the 

laws to do r i ght the s to ne are a l l ays b i n mi ne but you say I 

must lillot sell an y ; know p le ase r i te I1l3 wh a t to do . It looks 

very .ha rd tha t nonci tizens can take the my s t one and build store 

houses and pay nothing f or t he store an d mak e mone y out of it n ren 

I am knot aloud to do i t ; t here are a l a r ge stor e hous e bei ng built 

here know with my stone and I an l<..not a l oud to .ha ve one cent for 

it . ust I lac k the gate s to my sto ne qu a r y or must I let them 

go on building t here are a g r e a t deal of stone bei ng used he r e 

know in our town buildi~ ho us e s ch imnies sellars found r at io ns 

and other ways must I give all up to thos e people witch ought t o 

be mine . There ha s bi n a l ittle to 1n bui l t betvmen the qu a ry 

know nd too f ar m a n d t he quary lies on a r t of t he sec t i on • mhe 

town are on t he re about 2 5 or 30 acre s of g ood l an d near by the 
t 

quary. Know I have e:xp lane tb.e best I can about it to you . Know 

please tell ne what to do . I ask nothi~ only what i s ri gh t . I 

d ont want to do nothing ·1rong t hat is rhy I write th is to you . 

Please answer this letter as soon as you can so I will know 
2231. 
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what to do about the stone for the bu ilding . 

Yours r e spectfully , 

J • T. Johnson . 

(Endorse d } Union Agency No. 2231 ecd . Jan . 30 ,1899 J . T . Johnson , 
Dougherty, I. T . Jan. 24, 1899----Rel. to a stone quarry .----
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ACCOUNrS PJI ... YABLE 

ATOKA CO U. AND f/iTNil;c. CO. To . D. -• li s dom, u . s . Ind i an Agent Dr . 
Union Agen cy , Muskogee , I . T . 

Date Vouc he r Made I!'eb . 20 , 189 9 . 
Account , Chi ckasaw Na tion . 

Date Li ab ility Incurred . 
·J a ny .18 99 . 

I i ne No . 5 

Mine No . 6 

FOR and in ful l for ro ya 1t y due the 

Unit ed tates account of t he Chic kasaw· Nation , 

on co a l mined by t he Atoka Coal and li ning Co . 

during the month of J any . l 899 as directed by t h e 

I nterior Depar t ent , 'ashing;to n , D. C •. under an 

ame ndment is sued Jany . 6 , 1899 ef fect ive Jany . 1 , 

1899 , to rules and regul ati ons go vern ing i n era1 

1e a ses &c .• pproved ov . 4 , 1898 . 

S aid :royalt i e s a.s provided t herein being paid 

t hrough tbe Indian Agent in c harge of the Union 

Agen cy under ci rcular i ns tructions i ssued by the 

I n terior Depar t""I!lent , date d Jul y 21 , 18 98 . 

9 . 562 05 to ns ':- 2 2 

10. 376 00 tt " Tt 

9239 .05 

259 . 40 $498 . 45 

S t a te of Mi s souri ,) 
}-ss . 

City of St . Louis ) 

R. M. Mcno·, LL , being duly s worn accm:·di :r:g to the :E r, doth 

depose and say t ha t he i s Vice- Presi dent and Genera l Manager of 

tie Atoka Coal and Mi ning Co .; t .ha t the foreg oi ng is a true copy 

of an original account r e ceive d during t he month of J anuary 1899, 

from J . s . camron , Ca shier of the to ka Coal and TUning Co ., 

233. 
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Lehigh , I . T .; t hat it has been e x am i ned and found to be cor rect 

to t~ bes t of h is kno vledge nd be lief . 

R. i McDowe l l . 

Sub s cri b e d and s 1om t o before me , t h is 23r d da y of ebru ary , 18 99 . 

My co mmission exp ires Sep t . 2 , 1900 . 

Henr y G. Herbe l . 

otary uqlic , Cit y of St . Louis . 

I CERTIFY , t a t t m above i s a true co p y of an origi nal a cc ount 

re n de red by u . s . came ron , Ca sh i er , dul y aut horized and appr oved fo r 

payment by R. M. Mcrio:.ELL , Gen era l .an age r ; t h a t t h e s e has been 

e xa mined b y me and f ound c orrect ; t hat it has been du l y r e g i ste re d 

an d filed in Ge neral ud itor ' s Offi ce . 

S . B. chmzler 

Genera l Audi t or . 

By . Furmis s . 

RECEI 1 D of ATOKA CO L D r.:I In co . Four · hundre d , n i ne ty e i g ht and 

----- -- - 45/100 - - ---dollars , in full of a bove a ccount . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency o . 233 Account s payable TOKA CO L fD 
HI NI G co . DI SIDRS ~ lli rT Vi Ut:IIER----for Royalty f or month or J anuary , 

1899 . amount ~ 498.45----Re ceived a t Union .Agency , vius c ogee , I . T . 
February 25 ,18 99 .----
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ACC l.Th"T ' PAY.ABLE 

OS .G;: CO AFD 1.U1:I IG CO ., To D. M. ·. is dom ,U. • Ind . Agt . Dr . 
:.l ion Agen cy , tusk ogee , I . T . 

Date Vouc!er made eb . 20 , 1899 . 
Account , Chickasar.l Nat io n . 

Date Liabilit - Incurred . 

January 1899 . 

Mine ~o . 5 

Mine o . lO 

1. i ne Fo . ll 

Mine D. &. S. 

F CR and in full for royal t y , due the 

Unit ed State s a ccount of the Chick asaw Nat i on , 

on coal mined by the Osage Coal and [ining Co . 

during tbe month of Jariu ary 1899 . 

s directe d by tre I nterior Departmen t , 

asbirg ton , D. C. under a n amen dmen t issue d Jany . 

6 , 1899 e f f e ctive J a nuary 1 , 1899 to rules and 

regulat i ons gove rning mirera l le a s e s re a pp r ove d 

Novern be r 4 , 1898 . 

a i d royalties as provided therein 

bei~ pa i d thro h the Indian Agen t i n c ha rge 

of the Union ency under circular instructions 

i ssu ed by t.be Interior Department , da t e d July 

21 , 1898 . 

5 . 77 5 95 tons 2-i 1.44 . 40 

1 . ?0? 75 " n !! 42 . 69 -
10 . 341 20 " " " 258 . 53 

4 . 276 40 " " " 106 . 91 :· 552 . 53 

tate of Ussouri , ) 
) - ss . 

City of St . Louis ., ) 

R. I . • r, c OO l:SLL , being duly swo m according to the law , doth 

232 . 
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depose and say t ha t he is. Vice- President and General ] anager of 

t he Osage CoaJ. and Mi n ing Co .; that t he foregoing is a true cop y 

of an orig i nal acco un t receive d during t he mont h of J a nua ry 1899 , 

from T . . Clelland , Cashier of the Osage Coal and a ning Co ., Krebs , 

I . T .; that i t has been examined and found to be corre ct to t he 

best of h is knowled e and bel i ef . 

R. M. McDowell . 

Sub s cribe d and s worn to tefore me , t h i s 23d d y of Februar y 1899 . 

My comrnissi on e x_p ires ep tember 2 , 1900 . 

Henry G. He rbel 

No t ary Publ ic , Ci t y of t . Loui s . 

I C RTIFY, tha t tm above i s a true cop y of an original ace ount 

r endered b . T . · . Cl ellan d , Cashier , duly au t horized and approved 

for paymen t by R •• McD 'IJ... , General Manager ; t hat t he same has 

been examined by me and f ound correct; tbat it h as been duly 

re gistered and f iled i n Gener a l Auditor ~ s Office . 

S . B. Schmzler Gener a l Aud itor . 

By . • Furmis s • 

RECEI ~D , of CS GE C L ID .. :r U:r-G 00 . ive hund red , f ifty t .o--

and- - ---53/100---dollars , in full of above a cc ount . 

( 'ndorsed ) Union Agen cy No . 232 eceived at Union en c y ~us cogee , 
I .T .Februa~; 25 ,1899 . ACCOUl:iTS :AYABLE **OSAGE COAL D LINI G CO. 
DIS R'E.~r~ VOUCHER . For Royalty --January 1899-- amount 442 . 53----



:.BURRIS, 
tl end Asphalt rrrustee , 
Chickasaw Nation. 

::M".r . J . Geo • ·, ri ght , 

tJ •• I ndian Inspe ctor , 

us kog e e , I • T • 

Sir:. 

?441-~ 

Tis homi ngo , Ind . Ter . ay 11 , 1899 . 

I am in receipt of your letter under date of April 29 , 

1899, infonn ing me that tbe a ct of t he Chickasaw Legislation , 

entitled "An Act fixing salary of Chickasaw Coal Trus tee" a s 

approv ed by the resident of the Unit ed tates on pri l 1? , 189 9 , 

and t hat t~ a tional e cretar y ha d been du ly noti f ie d of the 

action t hereon . 

I Wish to say in t h is connection t hat up on rec e i pt of the 

above info a t i on , also af t er ha vi ng been notif i ed by the at i onal 

' ecre t ary th a t t he Act ha d een approved , I went to t he Nat i onal 

ecretary for a c ertifica t e to the a tional udi t or for a warrant 

which ~ thi nk is due me under this ct fo r the number of quarters 

that I ha ve mr ked si nce my qua lificat i on . He ( t he e c t y) 

seemed to doubt rhethe r under the act he had the uthorit y to issue 

certificate as I desired, but thought he could only issue from 

the time the time the resident approved the act, so you see by 

this construction I will not be a l l owed to dra v a arr an t unt il 

three months from t he date of too r esicl:en t ' s approval of the 

act and Will not , under this a ct, be allowed anythin 0 for my 

services rendered, previous to the approval of saiJrJ . 

1023 
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I would respectfully ask your construction of the law. 

Very respectfully , 

L. C . Burris 

Trustee C. N. 

( ndorse d ) Union gency No . l023 Re ce ived iay 15 ,1899 Offic e of 
U. S.Indian Inspe.otar fo r I ndian Terri tory. Ti shomingo , I . T., ay 
11,1899 . L. C . Burris .----Relat ive to arran ts for his salary as 
Trustee----



D E P A R T ·.1 E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 
ASHI NGTON . 

United St a tes Indi an Inspec to r 

Sir : 

for t he Indi an Territory , 

Muscogee , Indi an Territory . 

De cember 9 , 1899 . 

74'4 -

The Department is in re ceipt of your commun i cation of the l s t 

instant, in wh ich r eference is made to your former l etter tr ans -

mi tt ing le ase s of the Brunswi ~ sphal t Company of minera l lands 

for asphalt in the Chickasaw ation , and enclos i ng a cert i fie d 

copy of art icles of incor poration to b e at t ached to said leases , 

with the request that the origina l charter submit ted with said 

leases be returned to you and t hat this cert ifie d copy tak e the 

pla ce of s aid original charter hi ch the Bruns wick sphalt com-

pany desire s to be returned to them. 

You wi ll find enclos ed herew i th the original charter of said 

company which you will duly transmit to the comp any . 

Ind. Ter . Di v . 
3399,357 4-1899 . 
l enclosure 

Re spectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

cting s e cre t ary . 

(Endorsed ) Union gency ¥ 461, received De c . 18 , 1899 . Office of 
u.s. Indian Inspe ctor for I . T. ashi nr ton , Dec . 9 , 1899 . s ecretary 
Returns or ig i nal char t er of Drunswi ch Asphalt Co . 



Land 
2749-1900 

Department of t he Int erior , 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Washington , 

J . Ge o . ri ght , Esq., 

Sir: 

U.s . Indian Inspector , 

Muscogee , Ind . Ter . 

January 17 , 1900 . 

7450-L 

There is he rewith enclosed , a letter from the Hon. Roger Q. 

Mills to Hon . R. B. Hawley, relative to certain oil leases in the 

Chic kasaw Nation , Indian Terri tar y. . 

Mr. Mills alleges that application was made by his son , 

Charles , in June last , fo r oil le ases in the Chickasaw Nation ; t hat 

t he land was surveyed , report mde , and that ~500 was pa.i.d in 

advanc e on five leases of 960 acres each ; that a proper bond has 

been executed and forwarded to the mineral trustees at McAlester , 

but that the approval of the lease or leases has been mu ch delay-

e d . All of which is fully set forth in the said enclosed letter . 

1~ . Mills seeks to set in motion an inquiry relative to this 

delay , and it is , therefore , the wish of t his office t hat you 

wi ll please take the matter in hand for investigation , and 

re por t your findings at your earliest co nvenience . 

Very respectfully , 

Commissioner . 
C. F . H.( B) 

54'1 



(Endorsed) Union Agency o.547 Re ceived Jan.20,1900 Office 
of U.s .Indian Ins~ ctor for Indian Terri tory. ¥ash ington, 
Jan.l7,1900. Commissioner.----Refers letter of Hon . R •• Mills 
relative to applications of his son Charles far oil leases, 
Chickasaw Nati on.----

I 
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COMr·'"IS SI ~R ' : 

pepartment of the Interi or , T ~: BI " Y, 
THO:i~1AS B . 1.~D~ .:::l , 
C . R . BRECT INRIDG~ . CO . :rs I OIJ TO THE F I V:ii; CI VILIZ=:D TRI B~ .., . 

m . O . B~ALL , 
Jecretary . 

ddress only tm 
Commissi on t o t h e 
F ive Civilized Tribe s . 

Commissioner in Cha rge , 

Chickas a Y Land Of f ice , 

Musk ogee , I n dia n Terri tory , 
August 18 , 1904. 

Tishoming o , I nd i an Terri tor., , 

De ar S ir : 

There i s r e turned you he r e ith lette r prepa r e d a t your 

office , un--1er date of August 16 , 1904, to Gi bson _ Cassi dy , 

Tishomi ngo , Indi an Terri tory , to ge ther \:i th cop y of reply p re ­

pared a t this o ffice in l ieu t hereof . 

Your offic e rill i n t he f uture b e g overned a ccordingly 

in t he furnishing of infor mat i on relat i ve to name s and addr esse s 

of a llottees , in re sp o n se to in uiries of t h is char a cte r . 

Respectfull y , 

T . B . Needles , 

Commissi oner in C r ge . 

AB.l-18- a 

( ~ndorsed) Union Agency No . 3318 eceived ug . 2 2, 1 904 Commis s ion 
to the F' ive Civilized Tribe s , ·usk ogee , Indian Terr · tor y , e gardi :ng---­
addres ses receive d from ost Off ice th ~t pe rso n s de velop i ng oi l 

nd asphalt on their allotments , mi ght be co mmuni ca ted with re u ar d­
i ng smne .----



co~. ·.ns SI o ~ :1s : 
T ;B BIZBY, 
TH MAS B . 1 ~:C:DL~ S , 
C. R. BREGKI1 DGE . 

m. 0 . BE.ALL , 
ecretro·y . 

Address only tte 
Commission to tbe F iv e 
Civilized Tribes . 

Gi.bson & Cassi dy , 

epart men t of the I nterior , 

SI T T"f:m FIVZ CIVILIZ D TRIB~ ~ . 

Tish oming o , Indi an Terri tory , 
ugus t 1 6 , 1904 . 

Tishomingo, Indian rne r ri tory . 

Gentlemen : 

Rep lying to your letter of Augus t 1 2 , 1904 , you are 

advised t ha t the r e cords of t h i s office show t he pos t o ff ice 

a ddre sses of persons men tioned in o ur letter to be as f o llous : 

3318. 

' lain Charley , Lukfata , I ndi an Terri tory ; 

Sampso n ·illiams , Garvin , I nd i an Territory ; 

' liza Dunc an , yl ey, India n Territ ory ; 

Charles Ho ard , yl ey , Indian Terri tory ; 

Nel lie John , . yley , I ndi n Terri tory ; 

Caroli n e ._i l ler, Antlers , Ind i a n Terri tory ; 

Daniel :iller , Antlers , I ndi a n Territ ory ; 

e spe c t fully , 

Commis s ione r in charge . 



Gibson & Cassidy , 

2?5 

· ~uskogee, Indian Territory, 
Augus t 19, 1904 . 

Tishoming o, I ndian erritory , 

Gentlemen: 

eceipt is hereby a cknowledge d 'of your letter of 

August 12, in rhich you ask t .te post office addresses of sever a l 

persons named t herein, 8Ild state that you de s i re this inf ormati on 

in order t .ba t you may communicate ith these persons relat i ve to 

the de veloprrent of t he, oil an d asphalt on t he ir al lotments . 

In r epl y to yo ur letter you are dvi sed that t he Commi s ­

sion cannot undert e to furnis h info at i on of th i s character . 

espect:f'ully , 

Cha irmen . 

3318. 



Land 
25310-1900 

The Honor able 

Department of the Interi or, 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN ARFAIRS , 

\lashington , May 29 , 1900 . 

T.he Secretary of t.be Interior . 

Sir: 

?457 - _ 

Referring to Depar~ent letter of May 12 , 1900 , addressed 

to I nspector "lright , with hich was enclosed a communication 

of May 10 , 1900 , from Mr . Clarence B. Douglas requesting certai n 

i nf ormation relative to the applications of the Arbuckle 

Asphalt and Mining Company for certain mining leases in the 

Ch ic kasaw Nation , Indian Terri tory , hich was referred to In­

s pe c tor ' right for consideration and immediate report , t here 

is t r ansmitted hereWi th, a rep ort from Inspector ~right dated 

May 23 , 1900 , in wh ich it is stated t ha t replying to office 

letter of May 1 , 1900 , en closi ng letter of April 30 , 1900 , from 

Mr. Douglas relative to the applications of the Chickasaw Oil 

and Asphal t Company for leases of certain lands in the Chicka­

saw Nati on , information as to the status of the applications of 

the Arbu ck l e Asphalt and Mining Compan y was furnished t h is of-

fice. 

I nspe c tor ri ght further states that the Arbuckle Asphalt 

and Mining Company orig inally execut ed with the mining trustees , 

7 le ases , t bat these ere informally presented to tbe Honorable 

Secretary of the Interior by him during his recent visit t o 

ash i ng to n ; t hat he was directed to not ify said company that the 

816 
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Secretary would not consider so many le ases with one compan y ; 

that if said company desired to make appl icat ion for one tract 

o f 960 acres , that i t would be considered and that on May 15 , 

1900 , he addressed a letter to . J . F . Sharp of the Arbuckle 

Asphalt Mi ning Company , i n wh ic h it was stated : 

"In reply you are r espectfully advised that the Honorable 
Secretary of the Interior i s not granting more than one lease to 
any asphalt company , it bei ng considered that a lease of 960 
acres will con t ain as mu ch asphalt as can be ~rked out by any 
one company during the life of a le a se . If your company desires 
to make appl ic ati on for ore lease covering a portion of the lands 
originally applied for , same ill receive due considerati on . " 

Inspec tor ~ right further states t hat since said time , he 

has not heard any thing from said c ompany and that a pr otest 

has been filed in his office by J ohn H. Chambers of Pur cell , 

Indian Territory , agai nst t he issuing of a lease to tbe Arbuckle 

Company for the land covered by its original application No . 1 , 

and tha t said pr otest i s now pending i n h is office awa i ting the 

furth er action to be taken by said company . 

Referri ng to that portion of In~e ctor right ' s repo rt which 

ment i ons · the re feren ce by this office of a letter from Mr . Doug­

l as relative t o the applicat.ions of the Chickasaw Oil and As ­

phalt Company , I have the honor to advise you t hat Inspector 

Wright fur n ished tbe offi ce with t he desir ed i nformation i n a 

r eport dated May 1? , 1900 , and t ha t Mr . Douglas as fur nis hed 

said i nformation by this office , in a letter dated May 23 , 1900 . 

Very re~ectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

A. C. Tonner 

Acting Commissioner. 

G. A. W.( B) 

816 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No .Bl6 Received June 5 , 1900 Office 
of u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tor yo ashington , 
May 31 1 1900. Secretary.----Approves report on letter of 
Clarence B. Douglas, in re applications of of (Sic) Arbuckle 
Asphalt Co . 



DE P A R T ME NT 0 F T HE I NT E R I 0 R , 

Washing ton . 

United States IndiM Inspector 

far the Indian Territory, 

Mus cog ee, Indian Terri tory. 

Sir : 

July 31 , 1900. 

7460- .lo. 

T~ Department is in receipt at' your communication of the 

19th instant , forwarding a communication from Mr. S . A. Valker , 
'-' 

Vice President af tm Acne Cement Plaste ~ompany , of' St . Louis , 

Missouri , in which he states th a t trey desire to prociD.'e a 

lease of cement lands in the Chickasaw Nation for too purpose of 

manufacturing cellBnt plaster , and desiring to be adVised if such 

lands can be leased either from the Govern.nent or from the indi-

vidual Indians who claim tre lanis as their allotments . 

Reference is made by you to tre opinion at' t.te Assistant 

Attorney General on May 14, 1900 , approved by t~ Depart100nt , 

in which it was held that no mineral other than coal and asphalt 

oould be leased by ti:e Department in the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Nations • 

You request to be advised if individual Indians c an make such 

leases, and , if so , whether said leases shall be rubmitted and 

approved by tre Dep~tlJJ3n~ . 

Th& Acting Comm.issiorer of Indian Affairs in forwarding 

your said canmunication under date of July 27th , states that 

"I t is clear 1i>.at the MiniQ?; Trustees for the Choctaw and Chicka-
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"saw Natiom have no authority to- enter into a lease for the 

"mini~ of cement plaster , and I am unable to find any Statute 

"which _,uld authorize an individual Indian to .enter into such 

"a lease," and he expresses ihe opinion that it would be bad 

policy to encourage the making of such le,ases even though such 

action might be legal . He reco:rnnends that you be advised th at 

the Department is unable to aid said company in securing a lease 

of the lands which it desi res. 

The Department concurs in the opinion expressed by the 

Acting Commissioner , ani returns the papers transmitted in your 

co~mmuni cation , together With a copy of t re Acting Commissioner ' s 

report . 

Ind . Ter . Div . 
2485-1900. 
3 inclosures . 

Respe ct:t'ully, 

Thos . Ryan. 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed } Union Agency No .974 Received Aug . 6 , 1900 Office 
at u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. · ashington, 
July 31 1900. Deparilnent • ----Unable to a id Acre Cement 
Plaster'co. in procuring· a le ase in Chickasaw Nation. 
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R T ~. E N T OF THE I r T E R I 0 R. 
, A HI ;n '10 N. 

746 --~ 

0 c to b er 9 , 19 00 • 

United States Indian Inspector 

for t he Indian Terr i tory , 

Mus co gee , I . T. 

Sir : 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of the 28th 

ulti mo , enclosing therewith a letter from the Honorable D. H. Johnston , 

Gover nor of the Chickasaw -ation, nominat ing IT . Charles D. · carter as 

ining Trus t ee for the Chickasaw at i on , in place of r . L. c. Burris 

whose time will expire October · 8th or t her eabouts . 

You state that ~-rr . Carter was , unti l recently, National s ecre ­

tary of said nation , and that you do not know anything to his detri ­

ment, nor are you a cquainted with h i s qualif icat i ons for the position. 

You also sta te tha t you do not know of any Chickasaw ci tizen better 

qualified , and it is presumed that the endorsement of the Go vernor is 

suff icient . You accordingly reco mmend tha t said nomination receive 

favorable consideration . 

The Commissioner of Ind i an f f airs forwurded your said letter 

on t he 4th inst nt , and st a tes that the Indian Office kno s of no 

reason why i t should object t o the appointment o f ·r . Carter , and 

therefore recommends that he rece ive said appo intment . 

The posi t ion o f 1.:ining Trustee , under the agreement set out in 

s ection 29 of the act of congress approved June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 

495) , is a very responsible one , and while the Department desires to 

accede t o the wishes of the Governor o f the Chicka s aw ation as ex-

pressed in his s a id letter, yet it is co nsidered neces ar y to be 

further advised concerni ng the qualifications of r . Carter , and es ­

pecially whether he has had practical exper ience in min ing operations, 

1188 
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and if so, to what extent . 

You are theref ore directed to ascertain , either from the GaYer ­

nor of the Chickas aw 'ation or in any other manner you may deem advis­

able, whether 1 r . Carter has had practical experience in mi ning 

operatio ns , t h e ext ent t hereof , and any other fa cts going to show t hat 

he is t horoughly qualiried to perform the duties of Mineral mrustee 

for s a i d nation . You will report to the apartment as ne arly as 

prac t icab l e the result of your investigation . 

copy of t h e report of the Commissione r of Indian f f airs is 

enclosed herewith . 

Re~pe ctfully , 

E. • Hitchcock. 

Ind.Ter. Di v. . Secretary . 
3344-1900. 
1 encl osure. 

(Endorsed) Un i on Agency # 1188 Received offi ce of I ndian Inspector 
for I. T. c t . 15 , 1900 . ashington , Oct . 9 , 1900 . Secreta ry . 
Wants f urther re port as to qualifica tio ns of c. D. Carter for 
Mini ng Tr ustee . 



~.H3 

DE P RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

ashington·. 

I . T . D. 530 , 2127-1901 . 

United tates I ndian In~ectar 

for the Indi an Territory, 

.us kogee , I . T . 

S ir : 

June 4 , 1901 . 

748?-

On January 00 , 1901 , you made r ep oTt co ncerning the 

ope rations of the Roya 1 Ce:rren t Plas ter Company in mining 

gypsum at arlo , Ch ickasaw ation, in accordance ith direc­

tions in dep artrnen tal letter dated August 15 , 1900 . 

In accordance with your suggestion, the Dep artment on 

February 11 , 1901, referred the matter to the Assistant 

ttorney General far this Department for is opinion upon 

the legal status of said comprucny , with a reque s t f or a sug­

gestion as to the a ction t hat should be taken by the Dep artmen t 

in the prem.ise s . 

The Department is in recei pt of the opinion of sai d! 

officer dated June 1 , 1901 , which was approved the same day , in 

whic h .he suggests that said company be given notice that it 

is occupying the land in question without a ut hority of law , 

and tha t it, must within a reasonable ti:rw , to be fiXed in 

such notice , show cause why it should not be compelled to 

2268 
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va c ate and remove from tbe land . 

You will accordingly notify the officer of said company 

i n a c cordance with said suggestion, and fix the time a t t hirty 

days w:i. thin wh ic h answer should be made to tbe rule to show 

cause . 

A press copy of tre opinion of too Assistant Attorney 

General is inclosed hereWith. 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hi tchco ck. 

Secretary. 

1 inclo sure . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 2268 Re ceived Jun . l0 , 190l Office 
or U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington , 
J une 4 , l90l . Secretar y .---- Encloses copy of opinion of Asst . 
Atty. Gen . Relative to , operat ions of Royal Cement Plaster Co .----



748 -~·-

DEPART MEN T OF THE INT ER ~ I 0 R . 

I . T . D. 3858- 1902 . 
w7ashington . 

July 18 , 1902 . 

United States Indian Inspector 
for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee , India n Terri tory . 
Sir : 

June 10 , 1902 , you transmitted t he application of the 

Farmer Asphalt Company for a lease covering asphalt lands in 

the Chickasaw Nation , as follows : NE/4 of Sec . 29 , /4 , N/2 of 

SW/4 , NW/4 of SE/4 , and SW/4 of NE/4 of Sec . 28 , T 2 N., R 

6 E., containing 480 acres . 

It appears that the company has sunk a shaft on the land 

desired about 146 feet , and has t aken therefDom about 75 tons 

of asp~altum ; that it has 8 , 500 . on hand for mining operations , 

and claims it will produce 2 , 000 tons the first year , 51 000 tons 

t he second year , and 6 , 000 tone the third year . It is s tated 

that the manager of the company is a re sident of the Chickasaw 

Nation and engaged in asphalt mining business , havin had seven 

years experience t herein; and it appears that the company is a 

corporation organized under t he laws of the Indian Territor y , 

with a capit a l stock of $50 , 000 ., $10 , 000 . of wh ich has been 

subscribed and pa id into the treasury for bona fide mining 

operations . 

You and the Mining Trustees recommend that the applica ­

tion be approved , as it is believed that the parties are in 

earnest and will mine the material if it can be done profitably , 

44'16 
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and a s t hey are amply able to operate a lease should one be 

gr ante d . 

The Acting Commiss i oner of Indian Affairs , June 20 , 1902, 

repor t i ng in the matter , concurs in your recommendat ion . The 

Department also concurring, the application has been ap proved 

and is :teturned here with . 

Copy of the Acting Commissioner ' s letter i s inclosed . 

2 inclosures . 

Respectf ully, 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.44?6 .Received .Jul . 24 , 1902 . 0ff ice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for India n Territor y . lashington , July 18 , 1902 . 
Secretary----Applicati on of t he Fa rmer Asphalt Company , f or a sphalt 
mining lease i n the Chickasaw Nation , Approved . 



Land . 
48 98 2-1902 . 

The Hon or abl e 

D PAliDL!!i lF T OR , 

ff ice Of Ind i an ffairs , 

. ashington , 

ugus t 20 , 1902 . 

The ue cretary of t he I n t erior . 

Sir : 

7489 - B 

There is t r ansmitted herewith a repor t made August 

15 , 1902 , by I nspe c tor ·right , for ardi ng a lease entere d i nto 

i n qu a drup1ica t e on Jul y 5 , 1902 , by the r. ining rustees of t he 

Choc taw and Chickasaw Na t i ons and the Ardmor Coal & Power Company , 

of rdmor e , I ndi an Terri tory , for the following lands in t he 

Ch ic ka saw at i on : 

/4 of S / 4 of se c t i on 8 ; / 2 of / 2 secti on 9 ; 1/ 2 

of S ' /4 and S / 4 of w/ 4 sec t i on 15; / 2 , and S / 4, and 

of S / 4 s e c t i on 16 ; / 4 of NE/ 4 secti on 17 ; NE/ 4 of 

se c tion 21 ; and / 4 of / 4 se c t i on 22 , T 5 , R 2 • 

The applic at i on of said c ompany was approved by the 

e creta ry June 24 , 1902 , and t he lease follows the applic at i on . 

The pa pers are i n pr ope r form and have b en duly exe cuted . 

Faithful complianc e with t h terms of t he le se are guaranteed 

by a bond i n t penal sum of 50 , 000 by the u. ' · idel i ty & 

Guaranty Co . 

T e_ nsp e c t or re commends that t he laase be approved and 

the offi c e r esp e c t fu lly conc urs i n h is re co mmendat i on . 

9 i n closures . 
4 690. 

ery r esp ec t lly, 
Your ob edi ent servant , 

. co Tonner , 
c ti ng Commis s i one r . 



CHICKASAW - NATIONAL COUNCIL 



Land. 
12199-1905. 

The Honorable, 

Dep ar "bnen t of t he I nt e rior , 

OFFI CE OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS , 

T a shing ton . 
March 11 , 1905 . 

The Se cr e tary of t m Int erior . 

Sir: 

? C'l 55- : .. 

Januar y 13 , 1905 , the Acting United States Ind i an Inspec­

tor for t h e I ndi an Terri t ory transmitted :for Exe cuti e action 

an Act of the National Council of the Chickasaw Legi slatur e , ap­

prov ed by the Gove rnor Nov ember 19 , 1905 , enti tled : 

"An Act au t hor i zi ng the Governor of the Chi ckasaw 

Nation to have a br i ef history of the Chi ckasaw Nat i on and its 

people pr i nt e d a nd making an appr opri at i on therefor e . " 

J anuary 30 , 1905 , the a c t was returned to the In~ec tor for 

the Indian Te r ritory , wi th s tatement that i t was vague and inde­

finite, an d that t he Off ice di d not believe t he informa tion fur ­

nishe d was suffJ. c ient to warrant recomme ndation that it r e ceive 

favor ab le Exe cutive a ction. It was sugge sted that t he author 

of the work , t he magnitude there of , t he charac t er of the h i s t or y 

and t he es timat ed expense , t he si ze of the book , t he char ac t er 

of t he bind i ng , t he estimated co st of compiling , and t he estima­

ted cost of pr inting and publishing , be furni shed . 

I . now have the honor t o enclose a r eport from In~ ector 

right, dated February 10, 1905 , r e s ubmit ti ng t h e a c t . He 

agrees with the v iews ~xpre ssed by t his Offi ce, and says t he act 

is entirely too i ndefini te. It simpl y appropriates ~5 ,000 f or 

1129'1 
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the Foley Railway Printing Company , without specifying in any 

manner the character of the work . Inspector ~right recommends 

the disapproval of tbe act . He su ggests that he be directed 

to advise the Governor of the Chickasaw Nati on of the action 

taken and the reasons t he refore , and t hat if the legislature 

of said nation still desires to have comp i led a brief history 

of the Chickasaw Nation and its p~ople , · and an act covering 

tbe points raised by t his Office is passed , it will receive such 

c onsideration as the shoWing and facts warrant • . 

For the reasons set forth by the Inspector , I believe 

t hat the act should be disapproved , and I concur in his recomm­

endation that it be submitted to the President for Executive 

action, with request that he disapprove the same . 

Very respectfully , 

C. F. Larrabee , 

Acting Commissioner . 

GAW- Ma 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.ll297 Received ar 2~ , 1905 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspector , for Indian Ter::itary . "lash~ngton ,Mar . 21 ! 
1905.Secretary .----Chickasaw Act mak~ng appropriation ~or print­
ing a history of Chickasaw People , disapproved by President , 

March 18,1905.----



D E P li T 

I.T . D. 4545~1906 . 

E N T OF T 
HI GTON . 

~90 

I -N T E R I 0 R. 

pril 27 , 1906 . 

The United States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory . . uskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Sir: 

On pril 30 , 1906 , the Department sent a t el~gram 

to Hon . Douglas • Johnston , Tishomingo , Indian Territor y , as 

follo ws: 

You are request ed to for ward to the Dep artment for 

the c onsiderati on o f the resident the ori gi nal acts of the 

Chic kas aw Nation , duly certified , as r equired by law, sai d 

acts being entitle d as f ollows : 

An a c t to increase the sa lary of the Governor and 

/Jenbers o f t he Legislatur e of the Chickasaw at i on , a pproved 

April 1, 1904, and also . 

8017- ~ 

An ct aut horizing and re quest i ng the G~ernor and t he 

Treasurer of the C ·ckasaw Nation to borrow the sum of ~26 , 195 . 

35 to pay the expense s of the present session of the Legislature , 

exclusive o f the ~4 per day allowed by law , for the expenses of 

the members and officers of the present session of the Legisl ature , 

approved December 20 , 1905 , and 

An Act a ppropria ting a sum of money suff icient to ae fray 

the expenses of the present session of the Legislature from and 

including the 4th day of s eptember 1905, up to and including the 

20th day of De cember, 1905, approved December 20, 1905. 

14025 
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OD Apr il 25 , 1906 , the Department re ceived a te l e ­

gram from Gover nor Johnston , d at ed pri l 23 , 1906 , in whi ch 

he sta te s : " ill instruct national secretary send ac ts a s re ­

quested a t once , :d . H. Johnston , Governor . " 
:1 

Thro ugh t he Commiss i oner 
of Indian Affairs . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan . 
First Assistant Secretary . 

( Ender sed) Union Agency # 14025 Re ceived May 3 , 1906 . Of fi ce 
ot u.s . Indian Inspector for Ind i anTer r i t ory . /ashington , 
Apr i l 27 1 906 . Secretary o In re telegram sent the Governor 
o f t he Chic-k a s aw a tion r e lat i ve to certain Ch ickas a a c ts . 
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ASH IN G T 0 N. 

I.T.D.20376-l906. Oc t obe r 16 , 1906 . 

United St a tes I nd i an Ins pe c t or 

for Indi an Territory , Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

Referring to your report of September 26 ~ 1906 , transmitting 

an act of the Nat i onal Legislature of the Chi ckasaw Nat i on , ap ­

proved b y t he Gover nor September 18, 1906 , offer i ng a reward and 

making an appropriation to pay s ame for the arrest and convi ct i on 

of the murder er or murderers of Ben c. Collin.s:;; , you are advised 

that s a id a ct was approved by the President Octob er 15 , 1906 . It 

is returned here ith for ap~ropriate a ction . 

A copy of Ind i an Office letter of October 10 , 1906 (Land 

85012), submi tting your report , i s inclosed . 

Through the Commi s sioner 
of Indi an Affair s. 

2 inclosures 

Respectfully , 

Thos. Ryan , 

Actin Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Un ion Agency No. l5775 . Re ceived Oc t . 22 ,l906 . 0ff i c e of U.S . 
Indian Insp ector f or Ind ian Terr i t or y . iash i ngton ,D. C. Oct .l6 , 1906 . 
Secreta ry.Adv i s e s approval by the Pre s ident of Act of Chicka saw 
National l e g isla ture appropri at i ng 1000 as r e~ard f or ar re s t and 
conviction of murder er s of Ben c. Coll ins;. 



CHICKASAW - PER CAPITA 



C 0 P Y. 

Tishomi ngo , I . T., April 8 , 1899 . 

Ron. J. Geo. :right 
u. s . Indian Inspector , 

u scogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir: 

8070-

Having been informed that p per s have been f iled ith you 

prote st i n g the per cap ita distribut ion , by parties s tt i ng up 

individual cla i ms t o th t par t of the Ar r ears of Interes t , pla ced 

to the credit of the Nat ion under the title of "Incompetent funds" , 

I feel i t my duty on beha l f of t he Nat ion , t o make some explanation 

of this matter that the Department may be fully advised in the 

premis es. 

I call your attention to the fact that · there has been no 

"'Incompetents" as a class , nor funds known as "Incompetent Funds" 

since our rem_oval West of the issi ssippi (See Art . I I of the 

Trea ty of 1 833 ; and t 4 and 6 of the Treat y of 1834 . ) 

All have shared ~ually, th but one exception , in a ll funds ; nd 

this claim, of these individuals i s based upon tha t one , a 

payment made some years ago to supposed "Incompetnt s" (Sic) . 

We have a roll on which tha y payment w s made , and that payment 

wa s bot h un j ust and unsatisfactory , nd e could not tolerat e such 

another fra udulent payment . The pa y- ro l ls shows that some er ons 

drew out of as many as ei ht or ten claims--these c laims were estab­

lished b pa r ol te t i mony , onl y ; e have no record of an testimony . 

I find from this r o l l that the par ties who drew embraced the he ds 

of the f amilies of nea rly t he entir e Chickas aw pe opl e , with very 
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few exceptions. Those who did not draw were gener ally 

those who did not contend for it . In many cases w~ere there 

were contests over cla ims, "Compromises',. were freely made , nd 

thus they divided it, the loudest cla imants securing the greet ­

est number or shares. 

The only just way , I believe , by which t bis balance of the 

Arrears of Interest , amoun t in to r 2?2 , 668 . 486 , ban be disposed 

of, is by an equal per capita distribution as provided f or in 

said per capita payment Act . 

On behalf of the Nation I ask that you disregard any and a ll 

such individual claims, and to ap rove of the per cepit p yment 

aet. 

Very truly nd respectfully, 

D. H. ohnston , 

Gov . Chickesa Nation . 



Hon . J . George right : 

u.s. Indian Inspe ctor 

! · US oge o , I . T . 

Dear Sir: 

~newall , Ind . Ter • 
. ay 21st 1899 . 

I wish to explain s o e ma t ter of fa cts in regard to 

the incompetent cla imants i n accordance wi th the Chickasaw 

Law CJ;e a ting the di s.tribut ion of the incompetent passed and 

approved pril 6th 188 • Yo u wi ll f i d t hat it provides f or 

three commiss i oners t o be appo inted by the Go ver nor to de -

cide who i s the he ir of t hose old or i g i na l inco petent s by ev i­

dence of witnesses under oath and according t o 3ection 6 of the 

same act when any c ase Nas a llowed . The co 1i ss i oners g ive a 

certif icat e at tested y the clerk with seal attached , Upon 

which t he audi to r o ublic ac counts issued his warrent on the 

Nation al Treasurer fo r the payment of same out of 9 , 280 . 41 

Chi ckas aw I nco .petent fund . Th is a s done in .ay and c1fune 

1889 and the he irs of t hose old ri gi nal I nc ompetents wa s pai d 

off to the amount of 1 per cent of t he origina l cl a i m. The 

three commission ers th t r; a s a ppointed as (myse l f . H. Colbert) 

J. D. Collins, and Le is Kee l. The l atter was chairman . ;/e 

claim tha t the legisla ture of 188 of .,1.pril 6 ha s deci ded t e 

question of the Incompetent fu d and the l aw is still in orce 

because it never has been repe l ed y another act , and ~ e also 

1084 
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hold t h at t h e thre e co niss i oners t hat was appointed u der t he 

act of 1pril 6 , 188 by Gov er nor Jm • • Byrd never ha ve been 

disc h r ge d f rom du t y y t he appointmen t of others . I cl a i m 

we a re yet the co i s s i one r s on t hi s i nco pe t en t fu d under 

said a ct and s t i ll ha ve the r i ght t o i ssue certif i ca t e s f or t he 

amount due ea ch i nco pe t ent claimant . 

The recen t legi sla t i on i n pro vi di ng fo r a per capata 

p ayment dec ided that t here as no i n co petent s t hat t he origi­

n a l i nco mpe t en t s h ad be co e ext i nct and t he fund of the i ncom-

petents be c ome Nat i onal f und ,. but this is a fal se . There ere 

so me of the old or i g i nal inc o~pe tent s living a t the t i e t he 

claim was pa i d and t here ar e a t t he pre sent ti e s t ill living. 

Some of the old orig inal incompetents that proved up t hese c l ai ms 

under s ai d a ct . The a c t itse lf is unjus t and illegal b ecaus e 

it prop s e s t o t ake indi vi dua l money belonging to i nd ivi dua ls 

and mak e it n at i ona l f und , for t h e purpos e of per capi t a pay­

ent rob i ng t he he i rs a d some of t he ol d or i g i na l i ncompe t ent s 

themselv es , t o pa y i t t o pa rt i es who ha vs no r i ght t o i t . 

oping to hear f rom you soon , I remai n , 

Humphr ey elber t . 

(Endors ed) Union gency # 1 84 , eceived . ay 22 , 18 9 f fice 
of U. S . India n I ns pe ctor f or I nd ian Ter r itor y. ton~wall , I . T. 

ay 21 , 1899 •• Colbert . elative to payvent of Chickas aw 
Incompetent Funds . 
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ashington . 

United States Indi n Inspector 

for the Indian Territ ory. 

Sir: 

June 20 , 1899 . 

F . 

Referring to your communicat ion of April 3rd , tr nsmitting 

an a c t of the Council of the Chickas w at ion , passed at a specia l 

ses s ion in March , 1899 , entitled "An Act to prov i de for a per c pita 

distribution to the Chickasaw people , nd for other purposes , " hich 

was approved by the Governor of said Nat ion on Ma rch 23 , 1899 , you 

Will f i nd herewith a lette r from H . E . Pa ine , dated the 19th instant , 

counsel for the Chicka saw Nat ion , in wh ich he requests , 

nThat their app lic tion , for the payment of the interest 
on t he Incompetent Fund t o the ci ti ~ens of the Chickasa Nat ion 
per cap i ta , may be referr d to Insp ctor .right , for an invest i ­
gation and report respecting the pract1cabilit y pf a distribution of 
tha t i nterest per stirpes among the heirs (lineal and collat -
era l) of the ori gina l Incompetent s . " 

I nasmuch as it is deemed advisable ·t hat t he Depa rtment sha ll 

have all the informat ion pr acticable before pass i ng upon the 

que s tion , you will make a repor t in ccordance ith the r quest 

of Mr . Paine above set forth , at our earliest convenience . 

Ind.Ter.Di v . 
1330,1742- 99 
1 enclosure . 
Through the 

Commissioner 

Respect f ully, 

Tho . R. Ryan . 
Acting Secretary. 

of Indian Affairs . 

(Jndorsed) Union Agenc No. 22l . Received Jun . 27 , 1899 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian I nspe ctor for Indian Territory. ashington , June 20, 1899 . . 
-Secreta r y--- clos.ee letter of Gen . H. E.Pa ine relative to perc p1ta 
appropria tion Act , Chi ckasaw Nation . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ASHI NGTON. 

United States Indian Inspect or 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 

Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

October 7, 1899. 

F. 

On the 24th of Au us t last , the Depar t ment considered t he 

provisions of the a ct of the Chickasaw a t ion ent i tled "An Act 

to provide for a per capita distribution to the Chickasaw people , 

and for other purposes , " under the appropriat ion in the agreement 

set out in section 29 of the act of Congress approved June 28 , 

1898 (30 Stat., P . 495) . Sa i d act of the Chickasaw Nat i on as 

approved by the Governor of said nat i on on ]arch 22 , 1899 . 

Section one of said a ct declares that t he sum of 

$272,668.486, including the amount placed to the nat ion ' s 

credit as 11 Incompetent Fund" by the United St ate s Indian Office , 

~be and the same is hereby converted and appropriated for the 

distribution per cap ita among the Chickasaw ci t izens by a bonded 

officer of the United St a tes Government , upon a roll prepar ed 

hereafter by the Chickasaw Nat ion." 

In the preamble to said a ct it is stated t ha t under ar ticle 

5 of the treat y of May 24 , 1834 (7 St at . L., 450} , "All funds 

including Incompetent Funds eschea ted to the Chicka saw Na t ion 

upon their removal to their ne w home est of the 1 is s issippi, 

and said transfer to the general Na tiona l Funds is hereby 
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declared and confirmed, t here being now no incompetent s under 

the provision of said trea ty . " 

The Department recommended t hat sa id a ct be disapproved 

by the President f or t he rea sons se t f or th a t lengt h in said 

letter to the President , which was f or a r ded t o you 0n September 

7th , 1899, with s a id a ct wh ich was dis~pproved by the Pre s i dent 

on August 24t h l a st . 

In Ar ticle IV of said treat y of ~y 24t h , 1834 , i t is pro ­

vid ed tha t t he considerat i on rece i ve d f rom the sale of r es erva ­

tions belonging to the inco mpetents , "shall r ema i n a s part of the 

general Chickasa fund in the hands of the Government unt il s uch 

time as the Chief s i n Counci l shall th i nk it advisable t o pa y 

it to the claimant or to t hose ho may rightfully cla i m under 

said cla imant , and s hall so recommend it . ' 

In said departmen tal let t er to t he Pre s i dent a quot a t ion is 

made f rom Article VI of sa i d t reaty , and it is s t a ted: 

"It is quite mani fes t that t he provision of sa id Article 
VI do not warrant t he concl usi on t ha t t he funds belonging to t he 
Incompetents "escheated to the Chickasaw Na tion upon t heir r emoval 
to their new home west of the ississippi" and there is no legal 
authorit y whereby t he Chickasaw Na t ion can transfer sa id i nco pe ­
tent fund to the general f und of sa id Nation and disbur se the 
same per capit a to all of its individual members . 

It will be noticed tha t the language of s a id section 29 is 
that t he amount appropriated shall .' be placed to t he cr edit of 
the Chickasaw Nat ion ith the f und to which it properly belongs .' 

1 /hile it is true t hat the sa id Incompetent Fund cannot be 
disbursed to the individual member s of the Chickasaw Nat i on per 
capita yet in view of t he l anguage in said 4th article it may be 
questi;ned whether the Department is authorized to di sburse said 
fund to those incompetents whom it shall find entitled to a share 



- 3 -

in the same in the absence of any legislative a cti Dn of the 
Chickasaw Nation re quest ing the same , or without expres s direction 
by act of Congr ess as to the manner of the disbursement of said 
Incompetent Fund . This quest ion will rece ive further consi der a ­
tion by the Depar t ment . " 

In vie w of the provision in said Article IV relative to 

said fund , it is deemed advisable that t he attent i on of the Gov­

ernor of the Chickasaw Nation should be called to the same , and 

that he should be requested to recommend the passage of an act 

by the Leg isla ture of the Chickasaw Na tion requesting the Secretary 

of the Interior to ascertain the names of the persons and the 

·amount of shares to which each of s uch persons may be ent itled to 

receive under s aid treaty , in order that appropria t e legislative 

action may be recommended to Congress authorizin the Secretary 

of the I nterior to disburse s a id fund to those legally entitled 

to the same . 

Respectfully, 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Ind.Ter.Div . 
1330,2355-1899 . 

Acting Se cretary. 

(Endorsed) Union A ency No. 368 . Received Oct . 
r u s I ndi an Inspector for Indian Terri t ory . 

~ 1S99• s ec retary-----Rei . to Chickasa Act to ' , capita payment . 

15 , 1899 . Office 
Department , Oct . 

authorize a per 
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D E R T r E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

·ashington . 
June 2 , 1900 . 

United States Indian Inspect or 

Sir : 

for t re Indian Terri tory , 

Muscogee , Indi an Territory. 

On August l Oth last you made a report and re commendation 

in regard to the petiti on of the"Chickasaw Incompetents" , in 

response to departmental letter of June 20 , 1899 . 

On J anuary 4 , 1900, the Department refe r red to the Assistant 

Attorney General for the I nterior Department the act of the 

Chiekasa r Tat ion entitled 11H. R. Bill No . 26 - An Act to provide 

tor a per cap ita payment the Chicka saw people , " requesting 

his opinion V\hether t he so-ca l l ed " I ncompetents" and their de ­

scendants are entitled to an y portion of the mone y mentioned i n 

said bill , whe t her the Chickasaw Nat i on is entitled to the same , 

or any part thereof, and whe t her th.e distribution of said sum, 

or any part the reof , can be made by the United St a t es Government 

under the provisions of sai d bill . 

On January 18, 1900 , t he Assistant Attorney General rendered 

h i s opinion , which was appr oved by the Department on the same 

day , in which he held : 

818 

"that the so- ca lled Incompetents and their descendants , 
if in existence and susceptible of identi f ica tion , a re 
entitled to that portion of said money sta ted in s a id bill 
that represents interest upon the principa l of the Incompe­
tent Fund · that t he Chickasaw Nation is entitled to the 
remainin g ' portion of said money, and tha t the distribut i on 
of mone y belonging to the Incompetent Fund cannot be l:~gally 
made by the United s tates Government under said bill ; " 
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and that further legislat i on by Congress was necessary to enable 

the Department to make a legal d istribution of the fund s ment ioned 

in said bill . A copy of sa id opinion was transmit t ed to ou 

on April 13th l as t . 

The Indi an Appropr i a t i on Act (page 25) , approved May 31 , 

1900 (Public o . 131) , provides : 

"That the Secretary of t he Inter i or be and he is hereby 
authorized a nd direc t ed to pay out and di stribute i n the ' 
folio i ng manner the sum of t wo hundred and sixteen t hous and 
six hundred and seventy- nine do llars and f orty- eight cents 
which amount was appropr i ated by the act of June t vent y- ' 
eighth, eight een hundred and n i ne- eight , and credited t o 
the ' incompetent fund ' of the Chickasaw Indi an Nat ion on th e 
books of the United States Trea s ur y, name l y : Fi rst , there 
shall be paid t o such survivors of the orig i nal beneficia­
ries of said f und and to such he i rs of deceased benefic ia ­
ries as s hal l , within six months f rom t he pa s sage of this 
Act , s a ti sfa ctorily establish their ident it y in such manner 
as the Secretar y of the Interior may prescri be and al so the 
amount of suc h fund to wh ich they are s everally enti tled , 
their respective shares; and second , so much of said fund 
a s is not paid out upon claims s at isfactorily established 
as aforesaid sh all be distributed per capita among t he 
members of s aid Chickasaw Nation , and all claims of bene ­
f i ciaries and their respective he ir s f or participation in 
sa i d incompetent fund not presented within the period a f ore­
said shall be , and the same are hereby, barred . " 

The DepaJL'troont desires a report f rom you relative to the 

best method ext ascerta ining the identit y of the !"incompetents" 

ana tbe amount of the fund t .o wh ic h each may be entitled as his 

respe c tive share , with such regulations as you deem necessary , 

and report t he same through the Commissi oner of Indian Affa irs 

at the earliest practicable moment . 

Your attention is called to• the fact that the pro6f to be 

818 
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furnished by the "survivors of the origina l beneficiar ies of said 

"fund and * * * c~ h · f d · d su u e1rs o ec1ase beneficiar ies , " must 

be made "within six months from the passage of this Act , " name l y , 

s ix months from May 31 , 1900 . 

526-1899 . 
293-1900 . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy No .818 Received Jun . 7 , 1900 Of f ice 
of U. S . I ndian I nspe c t or for I ndi an Terri to~y . vash i ng ton , 
June 2, 1900 . s~CR · T RY .----Rel a tive to nch1ckasaw Incompe tent s , "­
a s to best method of as certa i n i ng their i dentity , etc .----



D PART H ENT OF TH 

ashington . 

United t a t es I ndian I nspe ctor 

far the I n ch an Terri tar y , 

.uscogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

~;04 
~ .... . 

I T R I 0 R. 

November 2, 1900 . 

Referring to your letter of October 23 , 1900 , transmit ­

ting co mmunica ti on from t he United St a t es Ind i an gent enclosing 

a communica tion from the Governor of the Chickasa Nation 

dated the 19th ultimo , r el at ive to t he matte r of taking 

testimony in co nnec t ion Yli t b "incompe te nt" claims filed under t e 

a c t of ay 31 , 1900 (31 Stat ., 221 ), you are advised t hat a 

copy of the Governor ' s letter , recei ved with a letter f rom h im 

of the same date , rms transmitted to t Commissio r:e r of I ndian 

Affairs on October 24 , 1900 , far report and rec 0!11100ndation ; t ha t 

on October 2 5 , 1900 , t he Commissi oner r eported , and on October 

26 t h the fol l owi ng tele gram a s sent by t he Department to sai d 

executive: "C ommissione r rep orts adverse ly to c han ging regulati -

ons on imcompetent claims . Department concurs . Copy of report 

w1 11 be mailed to you." And the Com.missi one r of Indian Aff airs 

was adv:i sed as follo s : 

"The Depar"bnen t is in receipt of your communi cation of 
the 25th instant (Land 52616-1900) , acknowledging the receipt 
of departmental letter of t he 24th i ns tant . t ransmitting for 
your considerat i on , report and re co mmendat1. on , a letter d a ted 
the 19th i ns tant from D. H.Johnston , Governor of the Ch ickasaw 
Nation enclosing a co py of a letter vri tten by him on said 
date ~ the United St ates Indian Agent at Muscogee , Indian 

1312 
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Territory, r elative tot~ roothod oft~ procedure provided 
for the establishment of claims to port i ons of the Chi ckas aw 
"incompetent" fund . 

The Gov ernor has been adVised by v i re th a t the regul at i ons 
heretof o re i ssued Will not be changed , and also i n wri ting 
to the same effect . " 

A c opy of the Commissioner ' s letter . of Oc tober 30 th , 

reporting upon your communication , is enclosed . 

The Commissi oner recommends that you be infonn.ed th at the 

instru c tions heretofore gi ven in t h is matter will govern the 

Agent i n determining the cases vmich may a rise under said a ct . 

The Department concurs in this recommendation , and you 

Will pr oc eed accordingly. 

Ind.Ter. Di v . 
3616-19 00 . 
1 enclosure . 

Respectfully, 

F . L. Campbell 

Ac ting ecre tary . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No .l312 Received Nov .8 ~1900 Off i ce of 
U s I nd i an I nspector for Indian Territory . ash1ngton, ov. 2 ~ 19oo, ecretary.----Former regulati ons on "Incompetent " c la1ms 
Wi 11 not be change d .----



Land 
1861-1901 

The Honorable 

:l(}6 

Department of the I n t erior, 

OFFICE OF I IAN FFAIRS , 

· ashington, 
January 14 , 1901. 

The Secretary of t~ Interior . 

Sir: 

I have t-OO honor to transmit here · th a report made on 

Jan.5,. 1900 , by J . Bla ir Shoenfelt , u •• Indian Agent , Nuscogee , 

I.T., thr ough the Insp ctor for tl::e Indian Territory , relative 

to t re matter of certain claims filed by persons who a llege 

that t hey are desendants of or i gina l Ch ickasaw i ncompetents . 

Agent hoenfelt stat e s th at 243 claims , aggregating 

sorething over c;p l75 , 000 , have been f iled in his office ; that 

t~ evidence is extremely unsatisfactory, oonsisting of affi­

davit s made by "standing w:i tnesses ; " and tba t ' frequently be 

find s by r eference to tm evidence book of 1889 , rh ic h book 

contains a record of the evidence g iven at th at time hen 

certa in ot her incompetent clai ms ere pa i d , that persons 

claiming u s he irs of certai n of the original incompe tents 

had received payment and th at at t he pr e s ent time certa in other 

persons cl a i ming as he irs of the sam ori ginal are demand i ng 

payment, the r ecord made t t h is time and t ha t made in 1889 

being contra dictar y . He further ·States t hat i n qui te a number 

of instan ces two sep ate sets o f claimants appear , alleging 

descent f r om the same inco mpetent . As illustrating tis state 

1570 
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ot affa i rs , t he ent transmi t t ed n ine cla i ms as s amples of t he 

character of thos e novr on file i n his office . It is h is 

op i n i on t hat in but few , i f any , of the c laims oul d t he 

Department be justif i ed in or dering ayme nt and he a l s o state s 

t hat he bas "no he s i tancy i n stating that t here undoub~edly 

are a numb er o f persons in the Chic ka s aw a tion enti t led to 

pa r ticip ate in t h i s fund , but i t certai nl y s eems to rm t ha t 

t he y have f ai led to suff ic i ently establish their i dent ity t o 

jus tify the Government in re cogni z i ng them as i ncompe ten t s or 

de s cendants of incompe t ent s and of paying them t.be amounts 

cla i med . " 

The Agen t i s evi dent l y of the opini on t ha t a f ur ther 

invest i ga t i on should be had ; t hat the claimants and the ir 

wit nesse s should be cross- e xamined ; and that t he Choctaw 

Nation sh ould have the right to of f er r ebutting e vi de nce s hould 

it desire t o do so . 

The a ct of ay Bl, l 900 , prov i des that payments shal l be 

made to th os e in competen t s ho within s i x mont hs aft e r t he p as­

s age of t he act e stablish t heir cla ims . The burden of p roof 

nece s sari l y r ests up on t he claimant . If he f ails to establish 

h is c lai m, h is applicati on f or payment ill be deni e d . The 

offic e doo s not unde r stand th at tJ·~ Chi ck asaw Nati ona l Go vernment 

has b een den i ed the privilege of exam i n i ng t he papers i n t he 

case or of filing eviden ce , and while it must be conceded t ha t 

e:x par t e e vidence i s usual l y unsatisfactor y and n ot to be r elie d 

on, neve rthe l ess t~ exegencies of t he case caused the Dep art­

ment to ma.ke the r egul a ti ons h ic h it di d r el at i ve to t be mat ter 

1570 
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of establis hing these claims , and it seems to too office that it 

i s too late now for the Agent to urge a different method o-r 

pr ocedure , and as stated by him, tm subject has been fully 

d i scusse d and considered ani he bas been fully instructed in 

the premises . 

It i s respectfully suggested that , if upon examination of 

the papers herewith enclosed the Dep ar tnen t is of the opinion 

that more tin:e should be given to t.m claimants and to the Chicka-

saw Nation or that an Agent of the partment should be detailed 

to investigate and report upon these claims , t~n it mi ght be 

well to recommend to Coqsress that the tine for making proof or 

i nvestigation or both be extended . If that course is ~lot deemed 

best , t hen t he office believes t hat the gent should be i nstructed , 

and so recommends , to adjudicate the claims , maki ng h is report 

i n each parti cular case and forwarding tbem to thi s office 

together with such records as he may have tending to i n any wise 

t hro light upon the character of the claimants , t heir genealogy , 

or t heir right to receive any part of the fund in question . 

Very· respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

. A. J'one s . 

Commissioner . 
f . C. V. (L ' e ) 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . l5?0 Re ceive~ Feb . l6 , 1~01 Office 
of u.s . Indian Inspector for Indian Te:r1 tory . ~sh1ng ton , 
J'anuary 25, 1901 , Se creta::y .----Relat1ve to ad Justrmnt of 
Chic kasaw Incompe tent cla1ms .----
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DEP RTI. ENT OF THE INTERIOR • 

ffice of the s · t t sls an ttorney- General . 

Ind . Ter . Div . 
421-1901 . 

The Secre tary 

Of the Interior , 

i r : 

!ashington . February 21 , 1901 . 

I have examined the papers relating to claims to share in 

the Ch ickas aw Incompetent fund . submitted wi th your letter of the 

4th ins tant for my co nsideration . 

The act of ·ay 31 . 1900 )31 Stat •• 221) . authorized and dir­

e cted t he Secretar y of the Interior to pay out and d istribute in the 

manner t he r e i n prov ided , the fund known as the Chickasaw "Incompe­

tent Fund" . The manner of payment was prescribed as follows : 

F i rst . there shall be paid to such survivors of the original 
beneficiaries of said fund . and to such heirs of deceased beneficiar­
i es as s hall , within six months from the passage of t hi s act , satis­
fac t orily establish their identity , in such manner as the Se cretary 
of the Inter i or may prescribe , and a lso the amount of such fund to 
which the y are s everally entitled , the ir several shares ; and second, 
so much o f said f und as is not paid out upon claims satisfa ctor ily , 
establish ed as aforesaid , shall be distributed pe r cap it a , among t he 
members of said Ch ickasaw Nation , and al l cl ai ms of beneficiaries a d 
their res pec tive heirs for pa rticipation in said i ncompetent fund , not 
present ed wi thin the period aforesaid , shal l be and the same are her eby 
barred . 

Among the papers is a 1 emorandum pre pared in the Indian Terr i ­

tory Divi s i on , showing wha t acti on has b en t aken ·in respe ct to claims 

for a sha re of thi s fund . Publ i c not ice of t he prov i s i ons of said 

act was g iven and many c l aims were presented support ed by aff i davits . 

The question now arise s as t o whethe r fur t her evidence in suppor t of 

such cla i ms or aga i ns t them may b e r eceived af t er t he exp i ration of 

the period f ixed in the law . 

lOll 
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A letter prepared in the Indian Office giving the agent at the 

Union gency instructions in respect to claims under said ac t , was 

a pproved by this Department with a modification requiring not ice to 

be g iven the Governor of the Chickasaw Nation of the f iling of all 

claims . The Indian .agent , after receipt of this letter , issued a gen­

eral notice Jul' 23 , 1900 , for all persons to present their claims 

under said act before October 31 , l SOO, and in conclusion it was aaid 

in tlhla t notice : 

After ctober 31st , parties having submitted claims will be 
duly notif i ed of the time wh en they can appear personally before the 
United States Indian gent , for the purp ose of furnishing any addition­
al desired information or proof . 

By letter of October 12 , 1900 , the Commissioner of Indian Af­

fairs instructed the agent that it was not contemplated that oral test­

i mony should be taken but that it was intended that claimants should 

est ablish their claims by wr itten evidence , that the time within which 

such cl ai ms must be established wou ld expire November 30 , instead of 

October 31, 1900 , that no evidence in support of such claims could 

be received after November 3~, and directed h i m to notify eac h person 

who had presented a claim that he vould be required to file the evid­

ence in support thereof prior to rovember 30 , and to g ive publ ic not­

ice t o the s ame effect in t he same manner he had g iven the or i ginal 

notice. Thi s ac tion of the Commdssi oner of Indian Affairs was approved 

by the Department . Under date of Oc tober 15 , 1900 , the gent issued a 

notice in which it was said that evidence in the shape of affidavits or 

depositions or documentary evidence in support of cl aims to share in 

said fund would be received a t the Union gency up to and including 
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November 30 , 1900 , and that the t agen wo uld not appear at any place in 

the Chickasarv ation f or the purp ose of taking oral testimony , but all 

such claims must be established in the n anner there in indicated and 

with the te stimony pert aining thereto f iled in the agent ' s off ice on 

or before ovember 30 , 1 900 . 

The agent has reported to the ndian ffice that 243 cl aims , 

amounting to over 1?5 , 000 , have b een f iled ; th a t t he evidence is 

extremely unsatisfactory ; tha t a reference t o the Chickasaw book of 

1889, Which contains a record of the evidence taken when certain other 

"incompetent" claims were paid , shows that persons cl a iming as heirs 

of certa in orig inal "incompetents" ere then paid and that now othe r 

persons claim as he irs of those same "incompe tents'' ; tha t in a number 

of in stances t wo separate sets of clai ms appear , al leging decent fr om 

the s ame i ncompetent , n and that he has no hesitation i n saying that 

undoubtedly there are a number of persons in t he a tion entitled to 

share in this rund but that in h is opinion they have fa i l ed to sa tis­

factorily establish their i denti ty and tha t the Department would be 

warranted by the evidence now suhmi tted i n pay i ng but few of t he 

claims presented . he commiss i oner of Indian ffa irs transmitted this 

report with his let ter of January 15 , 1901 , saying : 

The gent is evidently of the opinion ~hat.a furthe r i nvestiga­
tion should be had · that the claimants and t he1r w1tnesses should be 
oross-examined ·and ' that the Choctaw {Chickas aw ) Nat ion should have 
the right to offer rebutting evidence should it des i re to do oo . 

The Commiss i oner after saying th at under the law the burden 

ot establishing a cl aim rests upon the claimant; that it is not under-

stood that the Chickas aw Nation has been denied t he priv i lege of fi ling 
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evidence in respect to claims presented ; that while ex part s( Sic) 

evidence is usually unsatisfactory the exigencies of the case caused 

the Department to adopt this plan, and that it is now too late for 

the agent t o urge a different me thod of pro cedure , concludes Nith a 

recommendat ion as follows : 

It i~ respectfully suggested that , if upon examination of the 
p~pers herew1th ~nclosed the Department is of the opinion that mor e 
t1me should be g1 ven to t he claimants and to the Chickasaw ati on or 
t hat an agent of the Departrrent should be detailed to investiga e and 
report upon these claims , then it might be well to recommend to Con­
gress that the time for mak i ng proof or investigation , or both be ex­
tended . If that course is not deemed best , then the Office believes 
that t he agent should be instructed , and so reco mmends , to adjud icate 
t he cla i ms , making his report in each particular case and forwarding 
them to this office toget her ~. i th such records as he ma y have tending 
to in anywi se throw light upon tbe character of t he claimants , t heir 
genea logy , or their right to receive any part of the fund in quest ion . 

By letter of January 25 , 1901 , the Department , referring to 

t h is r eport and accompanying pap3 rs , sa i d : 

The papers have been catefully examined and the apartment con­
cludes t hat under all the circumstances the agent should make a report 
upon each clai m to your off i ce , transmitting all .papers in support . 
thereof and tbat you will forward each report w1 th your recommendat1on 
thereon' for departmental ac tion . You wi ll instruct the United states 
India n gent accordingly . 

The law is pl ain and explicit that the claims to be paid before 

a dist ribution per capita among the memhers of the Chickasaw at ion 

were to be such as s hould be sat is factor ily es tablished wi thin six 

aohths from the passage of the act . ' hile the notice f irst given by 

the a gent was in error and misleading as to the date at which the time 

for pre sent ation of claims would expire and in that it indicated t ha t 

cl a i mants woul d be all owed to present further pr oof after t he expira-

tion of such per iod , yet the mistakes were corrected by t he subsequent 
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no t ice , so that there seems to be no just cause for complaint because 

of t hese mistakes . This Dep_artment has no authority to extend the time 

pre scribed by the act within which claims must be satisfactorily estab­

lished and the papers now submitted do .not , in my opinion , demonstr ate 

· a . ne ce.ssi ty for an extension by Congress . If such necessity shall here -

after be shown , action may then be taken . 

s the matter is now presented the course adopted by the Depart­

ment and the instructions given in said departmental letter of January 

25, 1901 , are , in my opinion , entirely proper . 

The papers submitted are here i th returned . 

Department of t he Interior , 
February 21 , 1 901 , 

Approved : 
E . • Hitchcock , 

Secretary . 

Very respectfully , 

( s i gned) 
ssistant 

illis Vandevanter 
ttorney- General . 

. # 2066 rece ived pr . 22 , 1901 of f ice of 
) ~ndorsed~ Unlon Ag enc ~or I . T. Washington, ebruary 23 , 1901 , 
U~ s . Indlan Ins pe?tor o inion As sistant ttorney General 
Secre tary . Tra~s~lts.co pyf Dp t instructions as to payment of 
r elat i ve to mod1f 1c at1on o ep • 
Chickasaw Inc omp etent Fund. 
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STATEMENT IN BEHALF OF THE INCO MPETENT 9LAIMENTS OF THE CHICKA­

NATION. 

TO THE HON. E. A. HITCHCOCK 
SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR . 

Sir: 
In comp l iance with . . request of Hon . J . Geo . Wr i ght , United States 

Inspector ·f or the Ind1a z;t Territory we beg to s·ubmit this our second 
and a fuller statement 1n reference to the dispos i t i on of the Chi ckasa 
Incompetent fund . 

When t he Chickasaws were preparing to abandon their Ea s tern for 
their '¥estern home , Some sixty or seventy years a o , their respective 
reservations were sold . They had then Individual reservations . Then 
some of t he se I~dians were considered quite competent to mana ge their 
individua l affa1rs though ot hers were not . .This fact roo..de a dicrim­
ination i n t he sales of said re servations , as is set forth in the fo ur ­
th article of thetreaty of 1834 . According to said treaty we f ind tha t 
all the Chickasaws who obtained cirtifica tes of competency were a llo -
ed to sell their respective reservations for a fa ir consideration 
which considera tion they wereallowed to receive and enjoy as the s 
fit. But the following clause of the 4th article of t he treat of 183 4 
directs t he disposition of the re s ervations of thos e who were consider 
ed incompetent and er (Sic) unable to obtain a cirt.ificate of compe ­
tency . The clause is a s fallo ws : " And where such cirtificate t Sic) 
is not obta i ned the same ( the reservations) ma y be sold ; but the con­
sideration the r eof shall r ema in a s apart of the general Chickasaw fund 
in the hands of t he gove r nment until such time as the Chief s and Coun­
cil s ha ll think it a dvisable to pay to the cla iment or to t hos e who 
may rightly claim under s id cla imant and shall so recommend it" . 

Now this is t he ori gin of the Incompetent f und hich s at a 
subsequent date paid out to the incompetent s . It was later developed 
that in s a i d payment some incompet ent s did not receive their sha re of 
said fund and that some competents were rongfully pa id same . This f ct 
is set fou r t h and remedied by the following clause in the fourth art i­
cle of the t reat y of 1852 : "It is also alledge~ by the Chickasa that 
there are numerous ca ses in which mone ys held 1n trust b the United 
states for t be orphan and incompetent Chickasaws have been wr~ngfully 
paid out to persons having no right to receive th~ same ~ It 1s there ­
fore further agreed tha t all such cases shall be 1nvest1 s:: a ted b.' the 
agent of the United states under the dire cti?n of the s c re~ary of the 
Interior a nd i f it shall appear to the sat1sfaction of sa1d secret r y 
the.t any ' of t he Orphans and Incompetents hve (S i c) been defrauded by 
-~- ~ wrongful payment , the amount thus missapp l ied (Si c ) sh 11 be ac~ 
counted f ar by the United States as if no such P yment h d been made ~ 

This i naccordance with the clause above uo~ed , as inv stl -
' f the Inter ior in 1889 , and 1n accor dance 

~~!~~w~iht~~e0:~~~;~~!n~ of the United ' State s set apart as belonging 
t t i d in said clause the sum of 99280 . 41, 

o the Incompetents men one f the Int er ior and the Chi ckasa People t o 
leaving it to t he Secretar y 0 hi f d This sum was pa i d to the 
say who were intitled (Sic) to t : ~~ ; bove clause or the ir heirs . 
;rh1g1aal Ineomp~tent iref~r(~ i~ ) i~~~o~p e t ents wer ( Sic) aasce-rta i ned (Si c ) 

e names of sa 1d or gna ti n b t he s ec r e ta r y of the I nt erior. 
and furnished to t he Chicka sawe~adi~ t hls 99280.41 belong to t hose I n-

Now the que stion ~ ris est on same f or 48 years a t 5% per annum 
competents? And if so t he lnter 

1 
belon s to t hem. The Opponents of 

allowed by the Atoka Agreement ~t s~o s a id sum and attempt t o sust a i n sa i d 
the Incompetents deny their ri g 

Ill 
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denial by two allegations : The fir · 
tict or that it is impossible to st ls that the Incompetents are ex-
and second that the five ye r lim~~c~:tain who are the rightful heirs 
of the treaty of 1834 converts saidaf 10~ ~et fourth in the 6th rticle 

As to the first a lle &tion un ln to a national fund . 
are extinct or that it is im~ossibl etdeny that all of the Incompetents 
said people. There are no at le e 0 ascer~a in the ri ghtful heirs of 
living, whoes (Sic}-nRmes-~re or 

0
stttour orr1 gnal ( Sic Incompetents 

nished the nation bv the Secretar n e roll of the Incompetents fur ­
objected that there v ere some whoYbQffthedinterior~ i n 1889 . It further 
1889 payment and this we admit is ty brau receivea a part of this 
why tho se who honestly and rightful~y :s~:~~~t~ddyetht ~t is no reason 
be rejected. lS e e1r cla ims should 

ment ot i~~9fo~ylothingChc~nktains the e ssentia l sections of the enact -
' e lC asaw Legi.sla ture under wh ' h t t d 

claimants were established : ' 1c enac men sai 
"Sec. 1.- Be it enact ed by the le gislature of the Chickas~ Na tion 

that the Governor sha ll appoint three competent commissioners to be ' 
known and st yled , Chickasaw Commissioners on Incompetent fund , and bef ­
ore said commis s ioners enter on their duties they shall take the oath 
of office before some judge of the Nat ion that the y ill he r nd 
determine all claims pre sented by the incompetent claimants and tha t 
they will decide on sa id claims , and that the y will render ~ deci s ion 
on the gr ound of right and justice . That the commissioners shall ellect 
(Sic) one o f their number chief commissioner and two of the commiss ­
ions shall be a Querum to transact business " 
"Sec.3. Be it further enacted t hat the co~issioners are here by 

empowered under this act to administer oaths to witnesses a nd t ake dep ­
ositions of all witnesses in the incompetent cla im only , a nd t o s ea r 
in the clerk , bailiff and i nterpre ter for the commissioners and m ke 
such rules and regulat ion s to exped ite t he business of t he ~ommiss ion-
ers". 
Sec. 4.- Be it further enacted t hat the clerk s hall keep the books 
and papers of the commissioner ' s court , and keep a minute book of 11 
transactions . The bailiff shall open court and preserve order nd 
arrest all disor derly persons and turn them over to the county shir ­
iff (Sic) to be delt ith according to la • The duties of the inter ­
preter shall be to interpret for the commissioners and claimant ho 
has claims to pre sent f or adjudication and f or their counsel in the 
case". 

Now, from above enactments we must presume th t the claimants 
to the fund of 1889 were e s t ablished legally in the truest cmprhension 
of the t erm and necessarily to this the intere s t on said fund . But if 
the Department be of the opinion that too many claimants to s aid fund 
were wrongfully est ablished to allow the list of claimant s so establish­
ed to be ._ the medium of designating to whom this interest money should 

be paid then must those whoes (Sic ) undoubted indentificat ion as either 
orignal Incompetents or heirs of same be deprived of money hich is 
placed to their credit? Because some have not satisfactoril¥ established 
their claims does this just if y the nation in depri~ing of a fund tho se 

who have and can again prove themselves to be the ri htful cl imants? 
The nation ca n not deny the existence of · D~ iginal incompetents or 
their heirs nor can the nation say that none can be indentif i ed as such , 
for numerous claimants can be established to the satisfaction of the 
nation and the Department . Hence we are f orced to know th t there are bot h original incom-
petents and heirs whoes (Sic) identif icat ion can be established . 

As to the second alle ation of the nation that a ccordin to 
the sixth article o f the treaty of 1834 this i nc ompetent fund is 

converted into a na tiona l fund by a five years limitation , dating from 
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1834., we maintain that this limitation clause could not ap ly to this 
present fund for as we have shown , it was provided for in the treaty of 
1852 , a rt i cle 4 ., - 18 years later and there can be found no where in the 
trea t y of.l8~2 a clause limiting the existence of t his as an incompetent 
fund. I f 1t 1s contended that the five years limitation refers to the 
incompet ent fund then five years from 1834 or in 1839 the fund ce sed 
to belong to the incompetents and went to the nation as a genera l fund . 
but t he fraimers of the treat y of 1852 did not so interpret it according 
to its fourth article nor did the act of Congress in 1889 so construe 
it because aaid act appropriated the principal) 99280 . 41 for the bene ­
fit of the incompetents . The Chickasaw Legi slature also failed to give 
it t h i s construction in 1889 and lastly it is not the interpretation of 
common sence and just reason that this limitation clause contemplated 
such extortion as to hold this individual money in trust for five ears 
only and then rob the individual of his title to said trust fund forever . 

e quote the language used in the treaty of ' 34 inreference to 
the f i ve years limitation , insisted upon by the opponents of the incom­

petents , It is as follows "But where the estate , as provided in this 
article , comes to the children and having so come , either of them die , 
the survivor or survivors of them shall be entitled to the same . But 
this rule shall not endure longer than five years , nor beyond the period 
when the Chickasaws may leave their present for a new home" . 

_It will be observed that this is in reference to those who 
should inherit in case one of the Incompetents die . And after saying , 
in e!:re·c~ brothers and sisters- children of a decease incompetent­
should inherit from each other in case of the death of one of the 

' 1 t fl brot hers or sisters they furt her s ay but this rue e c . 
Evidently refering (s ic) to the rule of children inheriting from each 
other. 

H d t hey ment (Sic) as the other side claims that th is as to 
trasf er (Si c ) this fund to the nation at the expiration of.five year s 
we beli eve they ould have sa id so and not have spoken.of 1t as a Rule . 

Now we are forced to the conclusion that ~here 1~ an incompetent 
fund and that there are bot h incompetents and he1rs of 1nc?mpetent~ no 
livi whoes (Sic) identity can be proven to the satisfact1on of r1 ght 
and J~stice . If there are incompetent s and an incompet e~t f und ~hen ~~~ 
else i s there to do but to pay the incompetents that wh1ch stan s ere -

ed to t hem? t th t the fact t ha t the roll of claimants established 
e repea a l 11 ble one is no argument 

by the act of ' 89 is not suf~icient t Y ~e fu!·d And if some orriginal (Sic) 
against the existence of.a~ lmco~p~hen a re heirs of other incompetents 
incompetents are still ll v1ng an ere . n be made a c.ertenty (Sic) 
whoes (Sic ) i dentity has bee~d a~d v~a~h:r~ 1 

share of this fund which stands 
then it seems that they shou awhol e cont ention is tha t there are in-
to their credit . The gist of our m etent fund . Incompetents both 
eompetent s and that there is an in~~t~blish their i dentity as heirs 
orriginal (Sic } and those whofca~i of any reas onable requirement . An 
to. the dead ones to the satis ac ond credited to the nation under the 
incompetent fund which does noth~t~nstands belonging to the incompetents 
title of Incompetent fund but w lC 
from .which it takes its title . l i ompetants there are 320 names so 

On the roll of oDigi na nctent s whoes {Sic) names appear on 
each one of t he four living tncompef the incompetent fund . If the orig­
said roll s h ould ge t l/320th part 0 themselve s to be the ri htful heirs 
inal be dead then those who can proori320 divided among them. Now the 
ot said orrigi na l (Sic) should have tary of t he Int erior , i n 1889 s hows 
origina l rol l furnished by the Secr e t •l l l iving and t hey contend for 
that rour origina l i ncompet ents ~~~t sf~nd . Al so t he he i rs of other 
their 1/320 part of t his incompe 



- 4-
:.117 

lBeempetent s who can establ ish their identy (Sio) as such to t he set - · 
1sfeet1on of any probate tribunal contend that this 1/320 p rt should 
be divided among them. In persuance of the fore going st atement we res~ 
peetfully ask that the recent act of the Chi ckasaw legisla ture dis ­
b~s1ng t his fund as a percapita payment be disapproved by the 
President of the United States . 

All of hich is respect f ully submitted , 

Ge o • I . Burr 1 s 

Attorne y for Incompetents . 
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Answer t o Statement of Incompetents offered , nd si ned by G. u. Burris , their At torne y . 

Hon.E.A. Hitchcock , 
Secretary of the Tnt rior 

Tbrougy( Sic) the Hen J . Gee . :. ri ~ht ' 

F . 

u.s . Indian Inspector , .at Musko ee , Ind . Ter . 
Sir:- In. answer to the brief s lgned b r G • . • Burris At t orne ' for In om­
petent claiments , (? ic} ho un~er.t ke s t o explain the origen (Sic) of 
the Incompetent clai ms , and th1s 1nterest in qu estion h ich he cl i ms 
has accrued on the 99 , 280 . 41 , pa id out to them in th~ ear of 1889 by 
the Chcka saw ( ic) Le gisl ture . I shall try to maintain positio~ 
and allegations I made in my general brief - here with enclosed - sho ing 
that the Incompe t ent claimants (Sic) ( so called ) have not ot th e ri ht 
idea of their cla i m. The first mistake ~rr . Burri s rmkes in his brief 
in these words , "now this i s the origen (Sic) of the Incompetent fund , 
which was at a s ubsequent date paid. out to the Incompetents; it as 
later developed that in said payment some Incompetents did not receive 
their shair (Sic) of said funds and that some "compet ent s " •ere ' 
wrongfully paid the same" . Now this is ·a mistake the competent s did 
not receive the portion of the incompetents money wh ich _was charged 
wrongfully paid out to pe rsons having no ri ght there - to , but the Ind ­
ian traders alleged to , in my br ief , are the· parties to whom it s 
paid and the remedy under the 4th rticle of the Treaty of 1852 making 
it the du t y of the Secretary of the Interior to inve st i gate and if 
satisfied of the facts then the United States should make same good 
as if no payment had e~er been made ; this coincides with.the treaty 
set up in my brief , and wh ich ·.was comsumat ed ( S~c) by the award of the 
Secretary of the Interior of the $99 , 280 . 41 ,. hich thus now pre~end~d 
claiments (Sic ) drew as-~ f i na l setlement (Sic) of all such cl Ims 1n 
the premises in 1889 and in persuance of the act of the Chickasa 
Legislature said pa~ent is fully expl ai ned in my gene~a l br~ef . • B 
Burris in his br i ef use s this l angua e , "no t e que c-: t1on ar 1~es did 
this ·99 280 . 41 , be long to those Incompetents? and if so the 1ntere st 
one (Sic~ same for 48 years at f ive per lce~t i ~n~~t a;~~ e~9b28~h:1A~~~a 
agreement also belon s to them" • I sha1 ~ m a · ~ a; ded • the 
belong to certain orig~nal Incompete~t; ~ 1i ha~~~a ct~~~ (Sic) of their 
Secretary of the Interior a~ full an lnahe~a the Indi an traders r ud ­
claims resultin from the circumst nc~s , f their mone cla im i n the u . s . 
ulently beat the said Inc~mpetentsioul ~m t hat this interest no ~ in 
Treasury more fully explained but99 ~8g 41 but it a ccrued on the 
question did not accrue ?n tb i s t . ' i t e~s ~f principle named in said 
Chickasaw trust fund , being the ~o . on the sum 184 143 . 09 and 
Atoka Agreeament (Sic) of 1898 , tob ~t ( ~ic) of the united St at es prior 
$56,021.49, draped (Sic) from the h01~50 and restored in 1887 , more 
to Dec. the 31st and 1840 an~ Maier w then we must conclude from the 
tully explained in my general br ~ no t thev are seekin interest on 
contentions of these c1a iments (Slc)thabeen allo ed and which ha s no 
the $99,280.41, which has never as ye~ le $99 280 . 41 , was excepted (Sic) 
right to be allowed because the princ p 1 i s 'in the premise s besides 
a a final setlement (Sic) a1 all sue~ ~ ae~t to i ndiv i dual claiments( Sic) 
there is no l aw or treaty which pays18~2erand 1834, under which their 
aa I can find under the treaties of ' 
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claims originated and in as much as th . 
want interest on the 99 , 280 . 41 , and t~=e clalments (Sic) now 
laimed the intere st on the 184 143 •09 Nation ~om I represent and who 
should .~ no controversy between ~s for ' a~d the $56 , 021 . 49 , there 
at all and you will see at once that th e 0 not claim the same thing 
e:nt s (Sic) do not know but little a bout e t~o called incompetent cla i m­
leged more fully in my genera l brief Mr Bese.old money claims as I al ­
money of 1889 was paid out the persons h ~rrls admits th t some of the 
ulently - and saws it is to be l amented- ~v~n~ no right to it , or fraud ­
at least four of these Incompetents an hu e now contends th t there 
principally f or them out of the 6ll In~om~et!~~ hehba~es h~s claim 
is sure he can establish four and I do not doub~ bu~ t~=~ ~~ 1889

.he 
the way and manner it was done in 1889 but 1· f the 1 . t c(an ln 

i d t fi t 
, c a1men s Sic) be 

requ re o rs prove by reliable or unimpeach ble witnisess (Sic) 
just Who the ori inal Incompetents ere whom he or she married _ ho 
many children ere born under s~ch marriage and these children grew up 
and so on down ~he line , until 1t reached the present claimant (Sic) ' 

·so as to establ1sh the degree of relation ship bet een the present 
elaiment {Sic) and the origin 1 Incompetent and like ise if there 
be no suchlineal (Sic) heirs , then the coliater 1 heirs step by step 

as before and I claim that it would be an i mpossibilit y ~t thi day 
and time the next contention of • Burris is shown by the act of the 
Chickasaw Legislature in. sections ·1 , 3 , and 4, of said act - to this I 
will say as i n my general brief that the intention of this is good but 
I suppose he presents this to show how str ict the requirements there of 
are I draft ed this law and had it been complied wi th according to its 
design said money would not have been paid out because it was believed 
then as now that the claims could not be rightfull and justly establish­
ed but an opertunity (Sic) wa s given and the clai ms est ab lished as .stat­
ed in my genera l brief . • Burris says this money no in quest i on is 
placed to the credit of the Incompetents . why then does the Treaty sa .. 
it is to be placed to the "Nation ' sn credit with the fund to which it 
properly belongs : meaning the "Nation ' s" fund to hich it properly be ­
longs? why was it not directed to be placed t o the credit of the "Incom­
petent funds" if such it be? Aga in • Burris undert akes to sho. and 

le.im that or' the interest in quest ion, if such it be , cl aimed to be 
interest on the 99 , 280 . 41 that the four original I ncompetents he cla ims 
could be established should have one - three hundred and t entieth 
[1-320) part of said sum Thus he is t akin it from a proratta stand­
point: here I think he h;s made another mistake , even if it ~hould b~ 
held to belong to the ori ginal Incompetents: for the rea~on 1 t could not 
be a fund to be prorated it be i ng an individual fund or1ginally ould 
still be individual be ca~se the reserves of Incompetents did not all sell 
for the same price . Some mi ght have been ood land ; others bad , r nging 
in prices from a d~llar an t enty five cents an acre down , and e~ch 
iadividual Incompetent had his own individual accout . Then i f thls ere 
interest on those amounts each Incompetents amount of interest ould ave 
to be calculated on his individual amount of principle ; ~dii~ c s~ · 

interest was allowed them his heirs would th~~f~Io~~;ec~~~lic~t~~~sa~d 
and I believe this ould necess i tate a ver 1 c s it s in 
tedious to ca lculat e and disburse , it ein appropr i ated a 
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a coneolida ted amount . I do not believe th d-" 
n the p3.rt of t ffi Law makers than it was ~re was any other intenti on 

Wbole Nation; not to individuals . To i l lust~a~~ ~d s~ould go to the 
alligation (Sic ) that this sum of a little overw$at I mean by the 
queetion, a s arears of interest which these Incom 

2~ 6 • f00 •• no~ in 
ing as interest on the $99 , 280 . 41 which they got ptehren hs are Lnow cla i m-
.,. i 1889 c nn t b oug our egi sla -"ure n , a o e a sum to be prorated as Mr Burri 1 1 it 
must be- I will make this compar isson (Sic) • • 

8 
c a ms · 

1st A.B.Orig i nal Inco mpetent his ·sha:.~ sold f or$1 . 25 per acre Am.t $1500 
.,o.,.d C D " " " ,., " " , • oo 
«> - • • • 80 " " " l200oo 
3rd.E .F • " " " " " " 75 " " " lOOOoo 
4th G.H. " " " " " " 60 " " n 800oo 
5th I .J • . n n " n rr " 50 rr " " 6 OOoo 
and so on 1n this way , each ari~inal Incompetent own his seperate and 
di:t':t'eren t amount of money , as hl s pr inciple resulting from the sales of 
their reserves then of this $216 , 000 ., a portion of the a rears of inter­
eat accrued in Chick sa trust fund so s ays t he treaty of 1898 was the 
interest co~solidated on the pr i nciple of these several Incomp~tents; 
then a n e st1ma. te would have to be made , showing just how much of this 
interest, $216 , 000 ., was due on each amount of each original Incompetent 
then the hei rs of e ch original Incompetent would proratta the interest 
s f ound du e on the princi ple amount of the ~ncompetent s so claimed un­
der the whole sum of the $216, 000 ., could not be paid . out prora t ta to 
these clai mants , (Sic) ·because some ould be entitled to more t han others 
as the amounts of ·their ancesters (S ic ) were greate r than others and 
the ones wh ose cla i ms ere greater origi nally of co urse woul d get more 
interest t han ot hers 'hose interest had smaller amounts & and there 
tore I cont e nd t h t to "figure" out the· sum jus tly would be wra ther (Sic) 
complica ted and tedious they did not proratta the payment of the 
$99,280.41, only to the ballance {Sic) left a f ter all had drawn as it 
was only 1 5% of the whole amount appr opriated and it a s ac cepted a s 
a final se tlement (Sic) the claimants (Si c) who drew under the origina l 
Incompetent nrigu~ed" the 15% on the amount put oposite (Sic) each 
Incanpetents na me on the roll and hence some got larger amount s while 
others got smaller amounts but Mr . Burr.is cl ai ms a straight pror~ tt a 
payment to the claimant s (Sic) o~ 1889, of the $2~6000 ., as I fall to 
aee how t hat would or could be just if it was the1r money they claim 
it to be a nd accrued on different amounts of :principle as would nec ­
••••ril¥ b e the case he also claims this sum $216r?OO . as interest 
en the ~99 280 41 drawn in 1889 if this be true 1t disproves the 
Ateka Agre~men t which m kes the ~ppropriation hence I think I h~ve 
sh w.n tha t Mr . Burris has the wrong theory ~nd I t ake it as evi ence 
ot his ignorance of the claim and f orgetfulness of the difie~ent 1 
treaties provi si ons from where ever the $9 9, 280 •41 • ~am~ . sol~v~he~r 
my brief follo wed it from wher~ the origi~alt~nc~:i~o~ncfaimed the s ails 
claims to t he Indi an trader anm afterwar s e e Interior was 
(Sic) were fr audulent . and here the Secretary of X~ all the way 
authorized t o i nvestigate and make the prope~ a;a~he ' $99 280 . 41 was 
from 1837 a nd 1838 and to 1887 when t~e awa~ t~ere and then the ' rncom­
made in full s atisfaction of such clal~stan y more besides when thei r 
petent claims c eased and now do not ex 5 ~ninth u.s . Treasury as 
lands were sold and t hat there from was pu 1 s ovi d for 

.. . k fu n no i n ere s r. of the general ChlC saw • at the t ime it was not 
' be pa id s a i d claimants (Sic ) because ' 
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thought then, that it ,·.ould lone until the chiefs in council vould see 
tit to recomend (Sic) i t pa i d out to the seid claiments (Sic) ~. :ud there 
tore no interest was prov ided to be paid the claiments (Sic) but when 
these claiments (Sic} sold out said claims that fact checked the chiefs 
in council paying out and in 1869, the Nat ion f ound in said seles then 
and investigat ion by the Secret ary of the Interior was occasioned and 
it checked and terminated in the award of the $99 1 280.41, in 188?, 
and then if these money drew i nterest at all , it drew it as a part of 
the general Chickasaw fund and the Nat ion received the same and is still 
getting it yet . the principle which they got in 1889, is a 11 they coulcl 
hope to ~e t unless the Department should see fit to allow them interest 
on said ~99, 280 .41, but which no law requires it to do, that I know of 
believing that I have very fully and plainly answered 1IT . Burris's con­
tentions. I shall rest leaving the five years limitation clause of 
treaty of 1834, to the Department to interpet and explain the where ab­
ou-t or the results of said limitation clause and if any such estates 
escheated under said cla use who were the beneficiaries there of, all 
ot which I respectfully submit . 

.~ . V. Cheadle 

of the 

Chickasaw Nation 
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CHICKASAW- PERMITS TO NON CITIZENS 



TI 1 NT 0 mHE I NT .c;RI OR , 

Offi ce of u. s . Indi an Inspe c t or , 

For 

Indian Territory , 

8298- .£. 

7163-' 00 . 
.Ius cogee , Ind . T., August 2 , 1900 . 

The Honor able , 

o ir : 

United 

The ecretary of t he Interior . 

I have t he honor to enclose here Tith a communicat i on from the 

tates Indian Agent , Union Agency , dated ugust 1 , 1900 , 

transmit ting a letter fro m Ron . D. H. Johnston , Governor of the 

Chicka s aw Nation , enclosing a report from the permit and tax colle ctor 

f or P ic kens County , Chickasaw Nat i on , co nt aini ng a list of the names 

of 505 non- c itizens residing and doil~ busin~ss within the limits 

of s a id rat i on who refuse to pay the taxes provided for by the Chicka­

saw l a vs , and the Governor of t he Chickasa r Nation therefore re com­

mends t hat they be removed from the limits of sai d nation . 

The United States Indian gent states that a fe of the persons 

whose names appear upon the list enclosed have not been directly 

notif i ed by his office , but that all are a ~are of t he exi stence of 

the t ax laws of the Chickasaw ~ation , and have been notified from 

time t o time by the authorities of said nation, and many of them 

rece i ved a letter from his office , which had been extensive l y cir cul at ed 

and print ed i n t he newspapers in the Chickasaw Nat i on , to the effe ct 

tha t t he Governor had made compla i nt that the vrere non ci t izens and 

had r efus e d to pay the i r permit tax , and they were t1ereby notifi ed 

that the act of t he Chickasaw Nat i onal Legi s l ature providi ng f ar t he 

--press book no . 4- lette r 191.--
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payment of t axe s had been approved b the res i dent of t h e United 

States , the Department of the Interior held that such taxes 7ere 

l awful , and the Tation had the r1·ght to levy and co llect the same 

trom non-c itizens , and t ~1at all such who refused to comply with t he 

law i mposing said tax Ye re subje ct to removal as intruders , and t hey 

were t herefore dir ected to i mmediately pay the taxes to the authorized 

agents of the Chickasa at ion . 

The Indian Agent sugges ts that if the Department will issue 

a proclamati on to non- citizens residing in t he Chi ckasa'l iat i on , 

notifying them t at in order for them to remain in said nat i on they 

will be r equired to comp l y nth the la s thereof , and t ha t a ll f ·ling 

to canp l y ~i th the requirements dll be removed together / th t he ir 

personal effe cts , and that afte r the time specified in t he proclama­

tion t he Department would p roceed to remove parties remai n i ng in 

default, such n otice or proclamation would ave the desired effect . 

Notice has also been circulated through the Chickasarr Ya t ion 

that traders ill be re quired to pay t h e tribal tax , or suffer removal 

from t he Nat i on , as authorized by Office letter nLand- 32919- 1899n 

dated Jul y 15 , 1899 . 

The act of t he Chic ka saw Legisla t ure providing for this permi t 

and c attle tax Y"h ic h it appears t he se non- citizens de cline to pay, 

as approved by t he resident of the United States January 14, 1899 

(See "Constitution, Treaties and Laws of t he Chi ckasa -ation , 1899 , " 

page 440). 

ection 9 of said act provides that -

"AnY non-cit izen subje ct to a p~rmit tax und~r 
the provision s of secti on one of t h 1s act, and t. ~ 
shall ~fusde to paKafis b~~:~!e~a~n ~!~~u~~; ~~ ~~rtue of 
for th1rty ays, s . d st t f Ame rica ann 
the Intercourse Law of t he Ufrl~etrud~re~gll-~ r eporved 
subject to removal; ~i ~c l ll 

--press book no . 4-letter • 
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to t he United tates Ind· Ag 
to the Five Civi lized T~~~es ent (or Inspe ctor) 
be removed from the ch · k ' and shall forthmt h . . lC a sa Nation d th 
dlrcctlon of sa id United St at e s Indi~nunAg:nrt e 
I nspector. rr or 

I r espectfully i nvite a ttention to my l etter of J uly 

26, 1900 , enclosiP~ a communicat ion f rom Ron . D. 

Governor of t e Chickasa r [at i on , r equesti ng t he 

H. Johnson , 

r emoval of 

parties therein name d , ho a lso refus ed to comply vith t he permit 

laws of s a id nati on . 

If t ese t r ib al l aws are to be enforced i n the Chickasa Na­

tion, and if , as pr ovide d by t he r ecent agr eement , the governments 

of the Chae ta and Chi ckasa at i ons are to conti nue f or e i ght 

years from J une , 18 98 , it 1ould appear t hat some act ion is absolute­

ly e ssentia l to r equire these non- cit i zens to comply with such laus . 

I the r e f ore r espe ctf ully r e commend t ha t a proclamation , as 

s ugge ste d by t he Uni ted State s I ndi an gent , be prepared and 

i ssued by t he Department , notify i ng all non-citi zens i n the Choc­

t aw and Chi ckasa Nations t hat t he governments of s a id nat i ons are 

to continue for the perio d named in the r ecent agreement , a nd that 

duri ng such time s aid nati on s have t he right to enact laws , hich 

are to be approved by t he resident of t he United t a t es ; t hat 

such tribal l a Js a s Jell a s t hos e pr eviously enacte d by t he respec­

tive councils of t he Choctaw and C ic ~asa7 Nations are still in 

force , and t hat all non- citizens r esidi ng i n said na tions will be 

required to pa y the taxes impose d the reby , even if t hey have 

purchased lots in towns ithin said na tions , as held in a recent 

op inion of the Ass istant Attorney General and approved by the 

t d tha t all Pa rtl·es refusing to pay such 
Honorable Secre ary , an 

taxes within a certa i n time nared (I suggest tha t a period of 

thirty days be given f rom t he date of issue of the not ice or 
--press book no . 4-letter 191.--



- 4-

proclama tion) ill be r emoved from the limi ts of said nations. 

As I have befor e suggested to t he Department , it is desir­

able that prompt action be t aken in reference to parties resisting 

the pa yment of t hese t axes , other7ise t hat my present instruct i ons 

be modified , i n order that t h is of fice and t he Department may be 

relieved f rom t he const ant criticisms and comments made throughout 

this secti on of the country i n re fe r ence to issuing notices tha t 

t axes mu s t be pai d , and subsequen tly t ak i ng no further a ct i on in 

t he matte r wi th refer ence to parties who r ef use to comply ith 

su ch i nstruc t i ons and regu l ati ons of the epar tment . 

Very r espec tfully, 

Your obed i ent servant , 

J . Geo ; : right , 

U.s . I ndian I nspector , f'or 

t he I ndian Territory. 

- 4 Letter 19l.Muskogee ,Okla. 
(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Boolc 1 o. • 
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