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HAH.LEY & LINDLY t_ 

South M~Alest er , Ind . Te . 
Ma ~ h 13 , 899 

Ron . J. Geor .e r i~ht 
U. S. In i~n Insp e ~tor 

M s ,.. og e e , I • T • 

Dear Sir: 

ne noti,..e n he o ers f rer en a t e hAt under the 

revisions of he Cur tis ,..t, ,.. att e men who now have cattle 

here in the Ind ian Territory, 11n~e an by v tue of leases 

mqd e by ~itizens of the In i an Te rri t ory, a re rdered to r emove 

their cattle by t~ De art$en of the Interio t b r l l , 1899 . 

Will you kin l advise me whether this order wi l anply to 

t he Cho~ av Rnd C hi ~kasaw N ti ons ? 

1ve are representin s eve c l men w o have 11.ree ,.. attle inter-

e sts in t he Cho,..t aw Na i on , and h ve ~ on~ l~d e thAt ·nasmuch as 

the Atok~ greeme nt w s do~te by thP C ho~taw and Chi ck saw 

Nati ons , that t he order fo r he r mov .l of ~attl e unde the 

Curt s Bil l would not anpl .. to t bn se N i ons. 

Kindly Jet us henr fr om y u n th s ma t t r a t ~ r o 1r eRrlies t 

~onvenience . 

No. ~e;9 

L . S . 

ft e spe r tfully 

(S i ned) Ha ey & Lin g 

Endorsement: s . M~ . lester, I . T . MAr. 13 , 899 HR. ley L n l y 
Relative to ap li,..ability to t he Cho ~ taw and Chi~kRsaw Na t ns 
of the order t o remove r ttle by Apri l , 1899 

Copied GBD 
3/31/34 
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This contra~t made and en t ered i nt o i n duplicate , on t he 

2~rd day of November, 1898 , at Sansbo s, I nd an Territor~ , b ~ 

and bet een Gr en MrCurt i n, Pr i n i al c i e f of t he Cho c a 

Na tion, of t he f irst p rt , an J am es M. S h~ rk eford , of 

Musrogee , Ind ian Ter r i t o y , of t he s econd uart . 

ITNESSETH : That s i Green rCur t a in , Princ ' pal Chief of 

the Cho c t a i Jn, by t he se pr esnnts does em~l and enga 

t he s i d J ames M. Shac kl efo r , a s t he a t t orney of the Choctaw 

Nation, f or on e year from the date he r e o , t o epresent the 

~ ation' R i nter est i n a 1 c iti zenship cases i n t he Un t ed States 

r 011r t for t he I nd ian Terri tory , and before the Commis s on 

a t hor i ed by la of t he Gene Council a pproved Nov ember 4 , 

1897, to r ev ise and m~ke a r om ol e t e oll of al Choctaw citi-

z ens and he agr ees o furn s h t he e ense f the t ion all 

t est mony nec essar ; and al s o to y to the said James 

S a cklefor d t he sum of Five t housand dollars ($~ 0 . ) for 

his s a i d s e v ices n four equ t:1. l quarterly payments ; th t said 

payments shal l be paid wte t her he s ervices r e_u · r e who e 

~r e ar in e formaneP r no t , nd t o be m de b a Nat i ana l war-

r nt a t the end of e ch qua te r , be ' ng handed to t he same J mes 

M. Shar kl ef rd , whirh warr n s hal be "ayAb l e b he Na t on 1 

Treasure , and sha 1 b e£e vea b t he S A d J ames M. Shack eford 

f or i ts f u 1 fa~ e v lue . The s id ames 1 . Shack e ord agr ees 

and does bereb b ind hims elf to be r ome the Nat i on ' s attorn e 

a s he r einbefore s pe~if i ed , and t o be sub je c t t o t he orders of 

the Princi p 1 Chie of the C ho~t aw a i on , and to u s e h is e~ 

endeavors a t al l t imes t o prote ct and de f end the int erests of 

the Chortaw Nati on i n a ll sui ts f r ci t i zens hi , whet he t he 

suits be new or old, e s pe c i al l y t o reo en and re ve se he de -
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cisions ha.d in t he Unite State s Co11rt in the Indi an Terri-

3 
tory wherein rertain ersons h ve been r ant ed c itizens hip 

tn the Choctaw Nation, it being understood and. agr eed t hat ' 

should t become necess ar y for t e em loyment of an a s si s tant 

the said ~ame s M. Shac kl e ord she 1 em oy sai a ss is t ant at 

his own expense; th t he wil l, at l l times , be n a ttendan .e 

on t he Commission and he Cour t s wh i e i n s es s · on , to e fo r m 

his duties under t h s cont r a rt, xr ept s uch time a s may be 

ne r es sar y t o a ttend such i mport an t r. ases a s he may n ow have 

pen ing n t he r.ourts. 

IN T STI~ ONY Tl EREO t he p rt ' e s here to have s ·gned heir 

names this, the d ay ad ate wri t ten above . 

Green M~c Curtain 
Pr inc i a l Chi ef of t he Choct aw s 

J ame s M. Sh r klefor 

Witness 
N. B. Ainsworth 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

O~FICE OF INDIA~ AFFAinS WAS I NGTON 

eb . 1 , 1899. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

Enrlos ed , he re wi h , is r e ort of an ary 18 , 1899 , from 

Insnector ¥v ri h t, t ransmittin_ r.ontr a rt b tween t he Principal 

Chief of the Chortaw Nati n and Nr . Jam es M. Shackleford , in 

Nhich Nr . Sha~kl e ford is employe d to render _rofessi onal servi ­

ceson behalf of t he Choctaw · ati ~n in c nnertion wi t h the 

matter of citizenshi ~laims in said nat on , at comoensation 

of $50 0 . 00 pe nnum . He a so trans i s a etter from him to 

Mr. Sharkfeford and a letter f om A ent W' sdom endorsing r . 

Shackleford, and recomme nd i ng favorab l e arti on witr res ect 

the matte , Al so a l e tter rom Green r in , Pr nc i al 

Chief of t he Choctaw N .ion, n wh r he inf rms him that the 

salary of $5 ,00 was ntende d to be ai out of a ~erta n sum 

of $20 , 0 apn o~riate nan Art of the Choct w ~ ti 1n which 

was isapproved by the Pr e sident. 

Said Art of tbe Cho taw at ' on 

offi ce i n a etter (l t a Derember 

da ion J:~ t it b di sa. p ed but 

the Act for the pa ment of tto ne 

the Chor ta~r citizenship cas es, and 

at th s offi~e t wa s unders oo 

Arpro riated was intended to be 

was epo te on by thi s 

. ' 898 ' Wi t h he ommen-

no rov s on a de ·n 

s fees n r onn rtion w h 

as t he t was or es en ted 

t the sume of · 0 , 

n n p ym nt of the 

salary and expenRes of r e tain ~omm ssion o sett he 

question of the enrollment f citizens in t he ChortAw N on. 
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Inspector v•right st~ es in his e rt ha he s no t f-

fi~ entl~ fAmili~r w h thP s1biert of ~i tizen h i cases t 

~enort as to t he advisabi l ty or nec es s ity for he em~ oyment 

of such an attorney, nor AS to whethe 

$5,000 would be reAson b1e and jus . 

r not t he suml f 

ith res ert to the amount f $5 , ne annum, is thou ht 

that it s not ex r es s ive , rov ed it is intended that sa m 

sho 1d be r the expens e of ~ unsel f ees n a np ling cases t 

the S pr eme Curt oft e Uni t ed States, nd in defen ne rA e s 

appea1e • Mr. Shac l f o d ' s contract is rather mbiguous in 

I r ov ides for he a ment to h im of $5 , 0 

for his services in citizenshi p rases for one ye r an author-

izes him to rocure evidence n 11 citizenshiD r ses at the 

ex ense of the Na om, and a sot em loy assis nee , at whose 

presumed th~t 't w s ntended ha he services of addition 1 

rouns e1 should be p id fo r out of r . Sha k eford ' s c ompens -

tion, in which case $5 , 0 waul n t be oo mu h. U on t h is 

p nt, however it s qu i t e indefinite . 

But t is not s een wha ac ti on tlL s e~ar m nt can take n 

the premis es now th t he l et h s been isa prove b he 

Pre s ent. There wa nothin in t he Art to show h t these 

attorney fees we r e to . be aid out of he a ~ r o riation rovide , 

and he Art was ~isa . roved l r ge1y on c r o nt of the cess ve 

appropriation made f or th e nur se .es i n ed in th Ac t . 

Of course, this De_ r ment would not objec t t o any proper 

provision for the payment of r eas onable f es to ttorneys in 

these r ases . The ~ases re such as aris e under the laws f 
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the United States and t hey are ca s es i n c o rt in. wh eh i t i s 

necessary that the t echnic a s erv i r es f awy r s hould be 

emnl oyed. I can make no r e commenda ion becaus e I know of no 

st e~ s th t c 1ld be taken now t h~t t he Ac t has been disappr oved 

and that no other provis i on h s be en mane by t he Ch c aw 

ation f r he payment . of hes f e es. 

Ver res pe ctf u 1 

Your obed i en t serv n 

A. C. Tonner , 

Ar i n Comm ssi oner 

(Murc hi s on) 

6 



DEPARTMENT OF THE I NT ERIOR 

WASHINGTON 

Mr . J . Geor ~ P Vright, 
U. S . Indian I ns pector 

for the Indian Territory 
Muscoge e , I . T. 

Sir : 

February 24 , 899 

Your communication of the 13th ultimo, forward ng the 

contract (in dupli~ate) between Hon. Gr een 1rCurta ·n, Prin-

ciLal Chief of the Choctaw Nation and Ron. J~m s. • Shack-

leford , ex-Federal Jud e in he Ind' n ~err tory , an now a 

prar cin~ attorney at the usco ee bar, relative to he fee 

a reed to be in said Sha ckleforc of $5, 0 for defendin the 

interests of the Choctaw Nat on n roserutin its claims 

in t he citizenshi ~ases , you re advised t hat nn he lst 

instact, the Comrn issione of Indian Affairs transmitted your 

said communication toget her with ~ai contrac , an ralle 

attention to t ,e fact that the act of the Cho taw N~ ional 

Counctil appropriating $5 , 00 f r p yin for the serv'ces of 

said Shackleford was d'sa~proved by the Presi ent , an t he 

C mmissione makes no r ec ommendati n ronc e n in sai con r a t 

for tte reasons hat " the ,. t ha been s pprove d nd th t 

no other pr v s ons have been rn e by the Choct aw t n f r 

the ayment f t ese fees ." 

From the st tements made oy yo the De rtment w uld not 

feel warranted in ~PP ovin~ he rontrRrt; first, b cause it 

does anpear thRt the same s a1 rized b an ex st n 

appropriation ant of said N~tion , and sec nd, because th 
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contract s not, and does not urport to be, dawn in accord-

an~e with the rovisions of Uni ted States law a pl ~abl e to 

~ontracts made with Indians (S ec . 03 R. s .) 

Said rontr~ct, togeth er wi th ~o y of the Commissi oner' s 

repDDt thereo~, is hArewi t h inrlos ed , and y o w·11 duly 

Rdvise Jud~e Shack ef r d of t a v i e ws of the Department as 

he e n expressed . 

Ind. Ter. D v. 
28?-1899 
3 !nclosures 

Re s pe ctfu v 

Ethan A. H't hcock 

S e cr e t~ry 

Through the Commjssioner of Indian Affairs 

No. 8 

Endorsement : Disa provinp ~ontr~~ t wi t h J ames M. Shacklefo d 

(Chortaw Na t on ). Notified Sha ckleford & :rC urt a · n / 28 / 9 

Co p e d GBD 3/ ~ 7/ 34 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

COMMISSION TO ThE FIVE CIVILIZED TR IBES 

Muskogee, Indian Territory 
Marr>h ?9, 1899 

Ron. J. George ·vrigh t 

Un ted States Ind. an Ins ~ e c-tor 

MuskoPee, Indian Terrjtor 

Sir: 

~ ...... -r , ,. ,..., - . 

I have the honor to a~knowledge recei t of your lett e of 

this date, inc os ·ng an A~t (Bill No. Q of tre recent session 

f the .Ch octaw C 1lU(' l , A.U thor i zing the P · nr- pal Ch · ef to 

empl y an attorney for the N8tion in ri tizenshi r>ases, and 

em laying Hon. Jemes • S acklefor~ of Muskogee , for sur-h ur-

pose for one year beginning Novemb er ?3d , 1898 , at R s~ ary of 

$5,0 , in which you sk me to advise you whether I have any 

info rn tion on hA mAtter, and ~hether n the tnt erests of t he 

Netinn, this Ar. t shbul~ be a ppr red. 

In r enly I hA.ve to S8Y that a nr vision o the Ind ' an 

Appr priation Ar> t, July 1, 1898 , an horizes he ~ippeal of 

nitizenship r>ases in the severa tribes in Indian err'tory 

from the United States Courts th rein, to h Supr eme Court of 

the United States, and that I am infoemed t hRt the PDinr> p~l 

Ch ef of he Cho('taw N~i t ion has em. loyed ~on . JA.me M. Shack e-

ford as a~torney in ~ases anp a ed by ~be C or> aw Nation t the 

Supreme Court of thP. United States unner SA.id prov· on , nd 

thAt a number of Cho~tqw citizenshi ~ B.ses h8.ve qlrea y b en 

appealed, under h1s nire~tion. This is A. matter o£ im prtance 

to thP Chor-t~w people Rnd tt wou d anpeRr t ha t e, Rhbuld have 
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author t y to ~mnloy r·o msel o ook ft 'r' s H ' b ts ness . Th c 

mq ter , however , b e in~ of s u~h ~ hBr ~ter 8S not to ~ me w· th n 

t hP s~ o e of the C mm i s s ion' s ties , I wou d prefe to submit 

the m tter wi thout further re r ommen t ion . 

You a so i nrl se anothe A~ t of tbe C o~taw C nri ( B 11 No. 

13 rreR. i ng a Comrn i ss on to ac~ m 3.ny t he Dav;es Comm · ss · n n 

ma.k n.u rol l f the o ~ t ' ~ t ?ens, for wh C'h urpose an a ppr -

r i a ti on of $ 0 ,7 8 s m~de , and R.Skin~ me to ady·s e you if , ·n 

my o n ion , surh r omrn s s · on s ne ~ e ss rr q d of m ~r ance , and 

f I ~ ou d r e c mmend t is A ~ t for favor bl ~ ons · d ration . s 

s a mR.tter of the graves m o tanr e t o e Ch ~ t · w ~ o e an 

the C mm ss i n rovided for n h · s Ar ran renner mos v luab e 

se vi~e in a s sistin he Commiss on to he Eive Civ ized 

i be s in m k ne r. ensus of the Cho ~ people an~ rna ng r lls 

f C ho~t a ~ itizens and I woulrl t Le efore re omme nd this A~t 

f or favorhb le r ons dera ion . 

Ve y r e spertfully 

No . 4 8 5 
L . S . 

( Si nen) Tq ms Bixby 

A~ ing Cha ·.:ztman 

Endor s ement : Tams B xby , Arting ~harman Dawes Comm s on , 
Mus~ogee , I . T. Re l t o Ar ts of Cho r aw Co n r 1 a to citizen­
shi p commissi ons , e t~ . 

Clbpied GBD 
~ / 3 / 34 
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(Copy) 

Atoka, Ind . ffi • , J~ny. 2 , 

Hon. Geo. Wr i ht, 
U. s . . I ndian Ins pe rtor , 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Dear Sir : 

We, as mPmbe s of the medir a l bo ar d of t he Cho c taw 

Nati on, come to y ou for advir-e and assistance n enforcing 

the law re ula tin the ractice of medicine i n his N~ ion . 

have a oo m ny g aduates, who are 1 w abid ing men, and 

obey all laws , and who w nt to s ee the quacks m de to comply 

with t he aw . We have a g ood w e ulating the ractice f 

m dicine, if we coul d only enforre t . N 1 you k ndly dvis 

and a sist s in having the me dira ew enforre . 

We, t he med cal bo rd, fr e quentl ge t etters from el l over 

the Nati on, ask ng why the quacks are a llowed o practice med -

cine, b Drs . who are graduates . Goo many Drs . who hold 

cert f cates say the e ' s no justi e in al lowing the qua ks to 

practice me icine and by allow ng he quarks o o f ee nd 

unmoleste by the l aw , ~ood m ny Drs. who are radu a t es wont 

com ly with the med cRl l aw on that acrount. Ve dont want any 

k . law; tha ' aws allows a 1 men who have rart c~medicine 

for five year a certif icate , whe ther he ever t tended a medi-

cal co l ege or not . ~ e have m· men c ll i n thems elves Drs . 

who neve saw a medical co le e . ·e ~ nt to e l evat e the pr ac-

tice of medicine and are tr ·ng to see th t none _r ac t c , 

exr,ept he b a raduR e , r we 1 qualif ed to pr rt ~e medic ne . 

Many Drs. and m n uacks d nt ge t e mi s . 



2 

Now we rome to you and ask vour assistance in enforc ng 

· 1~ 

41 

this law. It s an out raRe n the eople and 
" - ublir to allow 

thPse aua.cks to g o free and unmolest d . e "iant otect 

the competent and la N-abid ing Drs. We #eel SITe y o can 

rea.tly as s ist us in enforcin this la and bel · eve yo wil • 

v~ hen you are t Atoka, if ~onvenient and you have the time , 

please call at Dr . J. • rC e ndon ' s off i .e , an h w 11 g ve 

ou 11 the desai s . 

Hop ng o ge t you hel and ho ping to he r f m you soon, 

and fulLy , 

Yo rs res p , r u ly 

G. W .Harkins , M •• , V c . r es . 

J. • 1 Cl end on, . D. 
S e ~re ary of the Choctaw 

ed a l B ard , Choctaw, N t on 

No . 39 
Copi ed GBD 3/?8/34 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE CHO CTAV NATION 

Green M~Curtain , Pr i nci
4

a l ch i ef 

Sans Bois , I . T. Feb ' y 1 6th, 1899 

Hon. J . Ge orge Wr ght , 
U. s. Ind i an I na pe ctor 

Muskoge e , Ind . Ter . 

S r : -

You s of the 13th ins t an t inc l o s in~ etter om Dr . J . 

W. Mc Cl endon has be en r eceived, And in r eply , wo ld ~y that , 

under the 1 ·s of the Choctaw Na n, he P · nc pal Chie s 

r equ i r ed to a ppoin t a b oa r d of medi~ al examiners c nsist 

of t hree c i tizens , physin ans, whose au y i t s hal l be to 

examine al l pers ons who esire t o en a e n the ct c-e of 

med i c ine i n the Choctaw Na t on . An person s an ng sat s -

fa~ tory exam·nat i on is entitle d tn a ert ficate rom the board 

of ex aminer s, upon rhic-h t h Chief sha 1 authoriz thB j udge 

of t he c o 1nty in whic-h the holde r of t he c er ti ·~ ate esi r es 

t o pr a c tice, a pe rmit to pr . cti~ e medic ne - Dur ant ' s Code , Sec . 

4 - pp . 5 - 236 . Th is law r e quir e s th t 1 ersons de s i rin 0 

prac i~e medicine n t e Ch c t aw N ion shall s an ·i an exami- · 

na t ion and p y a f e e of $P 5 . 0 as xamin e e . 

Our c untry s to - day f l ooded w· th a c s s of eo e cal l ing 

~hems e lve s physic i ans ho have neve even ma de a p 1 cation t o 

the board ~ o be exami ned . These e ople Ar e a curse u pon t he 

NPti on a t l ar e a s we ll as a pon the ::~e o le of the c ommunit ie s 

in wh ch t hey pr act ce the i r uarkin~ - n ot on l y do the. viol -

ate and demor alize our me nir al l aws , bu t t h ey crow d out g ood 

physicj ans and thus deprive s of go od med cal s e v ir es . The 



f ew g ood physici ans in our Nati on are wi ll in to nd do 

compl y with our 1 ws i n r egard to examint§ions , bu t he 

.1f:t 

c mpl a in, and w th j ust caus e for compl a i n t , tha t t hey a r e 

done an in j ust i ce by being e u ired to comp y wit h a law 

t ha t does not prot ec t t hem. I have re ea t edly a pealed t o 

the u. S. Indian Ag en t for assistance in r emedy in th i s ev il , 

but to no ava il . A s r r t enf orr ement of the l w w u l d s erve 

the ur pos e , but the se pe op e ben non - e i z ns e an do 

n othing wi th hem un ess e h v t e coo perati on of t 

u. s, government. Any as s i stanc e that ~ r an re der i n h ' 

ma t t e would be a fav or t o both ritizens and non .iti zen s 

of t t i s Na ti on. 

Ver ... r e s ' 

( S ned ) Gr en L Cur t ain 

Prin . Ch ie f , Charta N tion 

,, ( 

nd r s ement: ~ t urns Dr . J . W. r r t n ' s ette c om an n 

of uek r t ors an s t t e s the nati n is f ooded with qu cks , 

d ny a c on t o ge t rid of them w'll be b ess i n to a l he 

peo l e . 

No. 39 
L.S . 

Co:9 i e GBD 
3 / 2 8 / 34 
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Department of the Interio 

Offic e of Indian Affairs 

v 8Shin ton March 9 , 1899 

The Honorabl e 

The Ser.retary of the Inter i or. 

Sir: 

Enclosed he ,w ith is r e r t of February 8 , 899 , 

f om In ian Inspector Wri ht , tr n sm n ~ommun r ations 

frmm offic e s of t h hoet ~ Nation askin assis anr.e 

the en rc ement of the lA ws of th t Na tion re at n~ t the 

pra~ ice of medic i ne , wh "r h r e fo an xRm a i on by 

me d r board o be appo n ed by the Princi 81 r,hi e th 

Nati on of all non-ei zens oc~te i n the N t n f or he 

n r os f p (' (' med·c ne On th pass n of s tisfa 

tory e tr . the non- e ti7en _hys ir · an wi 1 be 

1.5 
1 44 

given e rn b. the b a d to pr e e h s p ofes s on n he 

at n. 

Ins pec t o Wr h tr nsm i s thf'SA communi ations w h eque 

thq he be ~il v se whe he a ste _ s sha 1 b k n nf 

this law. 

By q, n ll ilAtA Ju 9 , . 884 the A to ne - Gen al 
;.; 

advised t is DPu,q,rtljent that n he bs nr>e eaty or s t t-

tory p \TiS n t o the ,. a.r t he Ch eta and Ch icka 

Nations hAve power o r epu ate their own bts 0 occu ancy 

and to SA. ho s a 1 part c t e th r n a d up n wh ond -
tions and henC'e may requ~ e e rm·ts t s e n the Nat ns 

f'rom C'itiaens of h Uni e s t e net PV .. fl. c ar X C n 
therefor. 
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The tr P..ties of 855 an 86h were consi dered n h s op 'nion 

a.nd cons rued, and the ffec of th 0 rtion w s to ho th t 

the pe mit laws f E' Ch l"t nd Chir.kas w N ns were va 

nd ~ at n De rtm nt o ff c of the Un 8d States ha y 

c n ro hF- tax im s ed un . e sa id laws. 

N hing is ~onta nP~ in any 1 w of Cong P.SS or in the Choc-

taw an Ch ~kasaw agreement ~ RSS d since this opini on so far 

as th s ffi e h s been a e to dete m ne wh ch w ll change 

the ffert of the o in on or ~ c operates to e ea or 

m f..,r he permit 1 ws in qu estion , nd t wo ld therefo e 
. 

a ear that the law r equiring no·n-c tizen hysic i ans to t ak 

exam na J ons for the pu pose o b an ng perm ' ts s n fu 1 

rre and ef e ,.. . 

As the De p rtment · s war he co s of he Choct w 

l~at :i n ve no jurisdi~tion over citi7ens of the Un ited S te 

sid ng n s id Nat on and t he onJy remedy left to the 

t1 n in ,.ase a non-e · zen efuses t ~om ly w t h the l w s 

to seeu e ~ rem o al f the refr ~tory non-r- t zen fr m he 

Choe aw Na n s an in rude . 

The pract ice of medic ne is a rofessi n whir ha mos t 

im or n t in uence ave the hea th of the eo l and a l the 

states h ve p ssed strin:::> ent aws for the _ r .pose of ts supetl­

v is n. It would seem therefore but right and prone for t he 

a. thorit e of the Choctaw tion to t k all pr o~ r and need-

ful ste _s to r tee he ~ · t zen f he ati n a d othe 

r es dents ther a ·nst the m ~.r r.tir P of persons bo dinR 

thems e ves ~s h s ~ian who rna not be quAlif e t • r c -

ti~e the rofession. 

d 
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I therefnre have the honor to recommend t hat Inspector 

right be ns ructe to ive it out tha t the aws of t he 

Choctaw Nation r e l n to the ~ r artice nf med icine are 

regarded by th s De rtment as val d nd b i nd in and th t al l 

persons holdin~ themselves out a s physi ians in s a i NAt on 

contrary t t he se aws an w have not obtained e r mi ts i n 

ccordance t herewith w 11 be 1 ab e rem val a s n t ude r s 

in the Ind i qn country . 

K. S. . 
L"e 

Very r es ect ul l y 

Your obed ent s erv n t 

A. C. Tonner 

A~ i nu Comm ss oner 

I7 



DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTER IOR 

WASHINGTON 

Mr. J. George Wright, 
U. S. Indian Insnertor for 

he IndiRn Territorr 
Muse gee, Ind . Ter . ~ 

Sir: 

Marrh ~, 899 

The Depar ment s n r ece pt of yo r ~ mmuni~a ion of 

the 18th u mo, tran j ting a letter of Janu ry 2d from the 

vic e- resident and secret r y of the Chontaw Med ic.al Board , f e -

ques ing ~ o to ~s sist n the enforremA t of the Choctaw law n 

regard to . the prac ice of medicine in that na ion , to .ethe wi hh 

lette of Februa y 1 h from the Principal Chief of s~id na-

tion, pp ovin the artion of s id tedi~a Board, and so stat -

ing that the triba government is unab e to e~f ~e it own 

aws w t hout the 11 C'O- o....,eration of the Government ." 

The A~ ng Commiss'one of Indian A f rs in T ansm ting 

ro1r sa1d re oort refe ~ o he optnion of the Attornev Genera 1 

of J ly 9, 1884 (18 Onin ., 34 ), in whi~h h advised this 

Department (syll abus)~ 
t 

"In the absence of treat or st~ or 

provisions to the contra y , the Choctaw or Chi~kasaw N ons 

have power to re ulate their own rights of o~ ancy and to 

say who sh!ill pa.rtiC'i ate th re n an un n wh t conditions: 

and hen~ e mRy requlre permits t n r eside in the Nation f r m 

citizens of t he United S a es and levy a pe~uniA.ry xaC" on 

t herefor ." 

The A~ ting Commissioner, t ~ erefore , reC" mmends h t y ou be 



"instru~t e d to give it o t t h t he ws of the Choctaw Nat on 

relating to t he or c t ic of medicine ~are r eg r d by this of c e 

as va lid nd binding , ad th t a e s ons h lding themselves 

out as 9hy s c ns i n s i d nation contrary t o these lav. s , and 

who hav e not btain ed e m s i h a~cordance there t h , wull be 

abl r e oval as n t ruders i n hhe I d an euntry. " 

A s mewh t kindred question was ~ nsidered by he Department 

u n t bP r e quest of J dPe Harr is th t you compel the attendance 

of non-~ itizens who had be en summoned to test fr as witnesses 

be fo re t he t r b q cour ts an e used t o come , ad the Depart-

men ~e ld t h t the erson s s o summ one , w o refus ed to obey h 

ocess f the Court , m ~bt be removed from t he Nati on under the 

pr v s ons o ct on 2 47 of t he rlevised S a tut es f he 

Uni ten S ates. 

The e mmen a t ion f the Acting Comm ss · oner is concurred 

in by the Dep rtm nt , and copy of his re r · s he ewith in-

clos ed , to etler with the lette s of t he P incipal Ch e and 

s a i d edi a board , nd you will duly advise t hem of the act on 

of t he De ar ment therein . 

Ind . Te r . D v. 
No. n 5-1899 
3 enr lee r e s 

L. S. 
Co ni ed GBD 
3 / ? 8/34 

No . 39 

Ve res e~tfu 

( S ~ ned ) Tho . R. Ryan 

Ac n Sec et ry 

rsement; W~shington M . l , 1899 
S ~ rr t ry . Ph s ns in Cho~taw 

n sub j rt t o rem va for non­
ne e t l· t r i bal a~s . ( v ot H 

& MrC endon nd Chief n 3 -



(Mime ographed Form letter) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTEH IOR 

UNIT ED ITATES INDIAN SERVICE 

S r : 

Union A en cy 
Mus co ee , I. T. , 

10 

y , 1899 

You e informed t h t the prin ~i p~l ~ hief of the Cho taw 

Nati n om 1 i us t o h sAge r-y t a ~ o re r C' nu med -

cine n t he Cho aw Nati on i n v elation of the Ch ~taw aw 

"" .!. 

and th o have refu sed r a led to ~ppe r before he Court 

of Exam ne s f or s a i d t ion for the purpose of obt 

1 cense , wh ch is re~uir e d under s~id law . The Prine p 1 Chief 

therefore r e n s ou s n in ude in a d N11 on and ask 

h~t you be em ved from the ' mi s of the sRme 

You R he r eb no t ' f d that the 1 s o the Choc w Nation 

~ ~ a t i n to the p r.tire of mP r n e r ga de by the Inter-

ior De ment s d and bin ing , and all persons hbld ng 

thems e ves o t as nhysic i ns i n s d NRtion contra y to thes e 

laws, an wh o have not b t i ned perm 't s i n arcord nee therewith 

will be s ubje r t t o remov 1 a s nt r ders n t he I ~d · an c 1ntry, 

20 

ann yo1 r e ~ efor e ui r ed to answe th r-om a nt and ha e 

f t he s d P nc i _a Chi ef w t hin wen ty ( 0 ) a s f om the d 

thereof, and show r aus e , if any you have , why you sho d not he 

declared an intru e and remove rom t he m ts of said Nation. 

Very r s e ~tfully · 

D. s dom 

Approved : J. Geo . 1ri ht 
U. s. In1ian Ins pentor 

U. s. Indian ent 



H n. J. G. v r P. 
U. S . cl . C m. 

Mus r 0 Pe, I . T. 

D R Sir : 

S t h M ~A1es P , Ind. le • 
Fe b. 3rd , 189 

16225 

Enc os ed e ase fin a r o f no t r e th~ to - da 

.,. ~ l 
--;::[ 

s b in~ · s rib e d f r om hou s e to h ouse in t he own . Th s ' s 

belie ved by us o h e th on y f f rar o s w y by wh r. h our 

eo le r an r n nt t he im end ' ng an We reg r d a 

~uarrant ' ne s m ~~ i~ 1 b e ~ US P o ou r lR r. k of ~utho t y and 

f1nanri 1 a 1 y to ~A ry out effj r ent ly . 

We ho e y u wil l ssist u n ~ y n out t he ,... v i s ' on s 

of thi notir.e b iv n ;J J O r offi rial e d orsement . 

A. L . S . 
No. ?5 

Cop ied GBD 
4 / 2 / 34 

Your s r e s e r. f ully 

F o hP Comm t e e 

( S igne J . D. B a ord 
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VACCINATE. 

On 8~~ount of the imminent danger of sm l l pox rea~hin 

his v v n ty from the Creek N tion , whe r e it s q n to 

x st , all ersons a e he . b ~ not fied to be vacc 1nA ed 

by 8 o '~lo~k Mond av mor in 7 h nst . 

On or afte .onr'l y mo nin.P" a ~ mmitt ee jll wa t on 

he eo e f he own and a s ~er t ·n t he names of all who 

have not been vAn~ n . te nd h i· names wi l be r e ported 

at onr e to In n Insn e ~t or ~ i g t. 

1 51 

Physic ans h ve ~ ener ously agreed o va rcinq e he pe o l e 

at a r edu~ ed r ~ e . 

Don b or er of m s s mee nc he d n Sou h Mr A est er 

Monda n ght , F b ry 1 , 1899 , a t he inst nr of hP 

Ind n A en~y o- i.us c ,O'ee . 

CO J··t P.J.lT EE 

J.D. Br df rd , if . E . R ~ers 

B . F . J be 

• T. B ndl y , S . A. W kins n, 

(Or g inal of he b v , a 

in fi P 

in e d 1e f e s At t ched to l et t e 

Con1 ed GBD 

4.f2i34 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE , CHOCTAW NATION 
Green McCurtain , Principal Chief 

Sans Bois , I. T., Nov . 16, 1899. 

Dr. w. P. Hailey, 

Dear Sir:~ 

Seot'y Board of Health, c. N., 
Ola, Ind. Ty. 

There are enclosed herewith letters addressed to the 

following named parties: Dr. L. R. Martin , Hartshorne, I . T., 

Dr. Doyle, Conser , I. T., Dr. J. • Smith , Caddo , I. T., and Dr . 

B. F. Lucas, Poteau, I. T. You will please attend to these matters . 

I am just in receipt of your letter of a recent date in 

which you state that your Board has no funds upon which to operate 

and you suggest the advisability of making the time checks that have 

been issued by J. W. llis negotiable . In reply , will say that I 

have been informed that no Indians were or are now afflicted with 

small pox in the camps at and in the vicinity of South Me lester , 

and if that be the case I cannot see my way clear to applying any 

or the funds appropriated by Council for the settlement of expense s 

attaching there. While it is true that the matter is an emergency, 

yet I do not think that the Choctaw Nation shoul d be made to bear 

the expense of taking oare of United States citizens; and I am sure 

that was not the intention of the Council when the appropriation was 

made. The United States government is much more able to take care 

ot her own citizens than the Choctaw Nation is hers , much more than 

is she able to take oare of the United States citizen than are the 

Choctaws to take care of both the Choctaw and United States citizens. 



154-B 

2. 

I had a talk with the Committee that had this appropriation 

Bill in charge, and the members of that Committee told me that it 

was not their understanding of the Bill that it was for the use and 

benefit of any except citizens of the Choctaw Nation . I would not, 

therefore, feel authorized to endorse the accounts of expenses 

incurred in taking care of t llose other than citizens of the Chocta 

Nation . 

Now, as to the toka cases, I am infor med that nearly all 

of them were citizens of the Choctaw Nation; and in that event, I 

would be willing to settle the expenses wher e they were incurred in 

the actual care of the Indian. But in case of the houses that were 

destroyed in order to stamp out all vestige of the di sease an d where 

the houses were owned and occupied by non-citizens, it ~s an ev­

ident fact that it were the white people that had the disease or 

else no contagion 'ould have lurked about their places of a bode - in 

such oases, I do not think that any of this fund should be be appro­

priated to pay for the damages done; but that if there is to be any 

recompense paid for the destruction of such houses , l et the u. s. 
government provide for such settlements . 

I am opposed to making t ' is paper negotiable; it is a bad 

practice for a government, or as for that matter an individual or 

corporation , to circulate obligations, for once they get ou t or your 

control they become bad and troublesome obligations , and have in no 

few instances been disrupting agencies . 

Your Board now has the implicit confidence of the Council , 

and their actions upon your suggestions have been most liberal con-
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sidering the financial condition of the nation , and should anything 

bad come from circulating this paper , the blame would be attributed 

to your Board whether justly or unjustly . 

Now , i n cases where white people are afflicted with the 

disease and there is danger of citizens taking it and it is ne.oess­

ary to place guards about the premises to prevent its spread among 

the citizens , I think the guards ' pay should come from the nation, 

that the physiciarls services on a white or non-citizen patient should 

be borne by the non- citizen himself or some of his friend s , and if 

he has no friends it should be borne by the U. s . government . 

Very respectfully, 

(Signed} Green cCurtain 

Prin . Chief , Choctaw Nation . 

Copy of letter attached to u. s. Ind . I nspect.or's file No. 469 

in office of Supt . of Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Oklahoma . 
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N vernber 30, 1899 

Honorqble J. Ge or~e Wr ~ht, 

U. S. Indi an Ins ect or, 

Mus~o ee, I. T. 

DeA.r Sir; 

I ~m informed thq e G ve n ent wi 1 nrob b1 lace 

~ man in char , P. of the rn l x n e Cho~taw nati n . If yo 

n n, ronsi s ent y w th the bes t nterests of the servi~e , se 

D . R. 0. Owe n f Vinit , I. T. in his c a.a~·t r, I sha 

esteem it a ersonql favor . HA ~ 0mes rom a line f phys ~ ~n 

~ h d ex e n~ e in P. ating smqll ox , and believe 

11 do vou aithfu1 se r vi r e . 

Very esne ~tfully 

jgnea Rob . L . Owen 

P. S. (in s~r t) He took a course of me i~ine tUn ve rs tr 

of Va . Gr q uqt ed at ~o1 e e of }.ed ~ ne t R r hmond Va. 

L. S. 
No. 343 7 

Copied GBD 
.<1 /~/34 

54 



BOARD O.F HFALTH , CHOCTAW NATION 

Sou h Mr 
De r . 14, 

Hon. J. Geo . 1 t 
U. S. ndi e r o 

Mu <'O 

H n. J . B 
U. S • In 

1 usrog e 

Gen emen:-

Shoenfelt, 
A ent 
I T. 

e ste , 
qg 

52 
• T • 

ens h M~ lp te me th s fte no on 

n three o ' ~J0r . The town qs e 1 e9r e sent~n , and after 

d s ~uss n t he s u h e enr e , m 11 nox, rr an 

ments we e m_ e to h ve th~ue ry e f h f' A ster ~ar rin te 

I "' th sen e of t he meetin tha he town o South MeA. -

s e .c w m be nab 0 ok Rf r he sma 1 w thin its 

mits , an a (' mm tte e s p 0 n ed to pre a e mem al 

dressed to e H n. u. s. ns De r nd Indi ~en 

' a king 

f or n r ia on b he ede l G vernmen 0 me e ,he 

exD ns e n~ ed in s .. p ssinp, hA se a.se . 

The .o e 0 he o •n n he m s mee n p t!\, (' d the rose ve s 

on e r or t:\.8 b , i evin that srna ]_ ox ex · ste in outh ('A es e 

a.nr'l a. j ~ n T) R~ e s , n ... hat he WRS mm Pnt Rn er of th 

s re tl f h 8 se . They s p s s eso u n endorsin -
he work of t e .b oard of PA Chor la n. 

I t w r n ed for r omm t e of riti~e ns to QersonRl y 

he ns 1 t of thp mee ing nd the w s he of he 

of So th MeA ester to the U. S. Ins r o n Inoian A t . 
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This is a br ef outlinP of the work a nB At he m~ss me e ing 

but we b 1 eve own o S 1 h r A ester will enth s a -

iral l sunpprt a v movem n ok n.a; o t e s n of 

m 1 ox . We beJieve h t m Jo:tity· of h 0 1 t' s h 

Mr A e ter w 1 ro-~ e ate ith h Interio De r tm nt of e 

B ~rn of Rea th C r t w ~t nn n + ~ rk, b 1 r e f orr ed 

r nr us n t A. m b e f o the 

o . the own to mPe the expen wo be ner s . i y n -

C'Ur ed . 

b 

No . 3 ~ 

L . S . 

However, a 1 

C'omm i tt e who w 

h s 

1 visit 

You s v 

(Si 

be e sen e t o " . 1 more ful l y 

u n e n . 

rv 

ned LeRo Lon ' • D. 

Pe s · ent 

men : So th MrAlester, • T. Der. 4 .899. LA R y 
LonP , r e . Bo d of e~ h , Ch r a, N rt~ 
o (' · zen of South r A PS ~b s 

Cop e rB 
4 / /~4 

art n 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INT ~RIOR , 
office of Indian Affairs , 

154-D 

ashington , December 20 , 1899 . 

J. George right, 

Sir: 

U. s . Indian Inspector , 

Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

This office is in receipt of your communication of the 

4th instant, addressed to the Honorable Secretary of the Interior , 

forwarding corre spondence in the matter of small-pox in the Indian 

Territory , and recommending that an appropriation of 50 ,000.00 be 

asked for , to successfully stamp out the disease . 

Your recommendations are concurred in and you are advised 

that all oGrrespondenoe has heen forwarded to the Honorable Secre-

tary, with the recommendation that Congress be re uested to appro­

pri~te ~50,000.00 at the earliest practicable date. 

The correspondence between the Principal Chief of the 

Choctaw Nation and the medical board , is herewith returned as re ­

quested in letter of the U. s . Indian gent . 

Very respectfUlly , 

(signed) w. A. J ones, 

Commissioner. 

Copy ot letter in Ind . Inspector's file No . 469 in office of 
Supt. of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee , Oklahoma . 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE , CHOCTAW NATION 
Green McCurtain , Principal Chief 

Sans Bois , I . T. 

TO THE MEDICAL BOARD OF THE CHOCTAW NATION , 

Gentlemen: -

154-E 

1899 

I desire to instruct you as to your authority and duties 

under the recent Act of the Choctaw Council appropriating ten thou-

sand dollars to deffay expenses neces sary to the proper care and pro­

tection of the Choctaw people against the small pox malady . 

The intention of this appropriation is for the protection 

of the citizens of this nat ion and cannot be properly applied for the 

protection of others than Choctaw citizens . As to the propriety of 

the handling of this f und for the benefit of the Choctaw citizens , 

that is a matter trusted to your skilled and better judgment . Primar ­

ily the Choctaw people are not responsible for the prevalence of 

this epidemic now among us; but the question of responsibility is 

waived in the effort to check the ra ages of the disease and prevent 

its further spread. However, since the infection is gre ter among 

the mining class and non-citizen element thaD among the Choctaw 

people , it \ould not be right and just to shift the expense of a ll 

quarantine measures and other precautionary incident ls on to the 

Choctaw government , except as in ease of protection to the Choctaws . 

You should , therefore, in providing quer ntines, detention 

camps and guard service be care ful tib note hether or not any Choc­

taw citizens are beneficiaries of such precautions; and if not, no 

part of the fund appropriated by the Act of Council referred to 

should be obligated for such expenses . here the infection is con-
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fined to mining camps at which no Choctaw citizens ere present you 

should, if your services are needed there, inform the companies that 

the funds on which you are operating are not available for any other 

purpose than those of protecting citizens of the Choctaw Nation 

against the small pox disease, and that if your services are desired 

by them they should make provision for the payment of all expenses 

attached. Should the companies refuse to bear such expenses , it 

would then be well for you to call the attention of the U. S . Indian 

Agent to the matter and state to him that you have no available ex­

pense money for such cases, and ask him to tender the aid of the De­

partment. 

In order to prevent imposition I would suggest that where 

there is . represented exposure of citizens to the diseas e you make 

personal investigation and ascertain whether the representations are 

true or not - whe ther they are citizens and whether they are really 

expesed or not - before contracting from this fund obligations 

thereon. Unless due care is exervised you are liable to be made 

the victims of fraudulent representations in order to get treat ­

ment gratis and for the purpose or getting guard work to do . 

Very respectfully , 

(Signed) Green McCurtain 

Prin . Chief , Choctaw Nation . 

Copy of letter attached to U. s . Ind.Inspector's file No . 469 

in office of Supt . of Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Oklahoma . 



Coalgate , I . T., May 8th 1901 

Hon. J. Geo. ~fright, u. s. Ind. Ins:peetor , 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Dear Sir: - Acting under the instructions of a commi tt.ee appointed 

by a mass meeting of this city we write you to acquaint you with 

the fact, that mali gnant smallpox has been introduced here and 

has spread to an extent that it is beyond our control . 

Having to depend entirel y on voluntary contributions 

we are unable t o establish and maint a in a pest camp sufficiently 

large and well enough equipped to successfully combat it and 

our people are on the verge of panic . 

Will you use your authority to help us to t ents and an 

experienced medical advisor ? We do not know who else to turn to 

in our in our extremity and would feel much r elieved by a knowledge 

that we had your interest and cooperation. 

Would you kindly use your influence witb the Interi or 

Department to as sist us t o such he l p as its superior wisdom may 

dictate? 

J. R. Wood Geo . E. John Theo . • Ke~le r 

Mayor Pres 't Com'l Club Postmaster 

Copied from u. s. Ind. Inspector's file No . 12542 in office 

of Supt. for Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Okla . 



c. L. Jackson , 
Muskogee . 
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COPY OF TEL GRAM. 

Coalgate, I . T., May 8 , 1901. 

Your wire date . There is between fifty and 75 cases 

of smallpox in Coalgate , some of which is of a vicious form . 

Six deaths from its effects within last three weeks . 

154- J 

Production of our mines hampered by its effect. Loca l 

authorities doing all they possibly can to prevent its spread . 

Have instituted quarantine , established pest camp . Ha ring trouble 

enforcing quarantine regulations . Depending on voluntary contri­

buti ons tor aid . In a conversation with viayor J . R. "food this 

A. M. he stated that the situation was beyond control of local 

authorities . 

C. E. DAVIS . 

Copy of copy in office of Supt . of Five Civilized Trises. Muskogee . 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INT~RIOR , 

U. s. Indian Inspection Service , 

Lehigh , Ind . Ter . , May 8 , 1901 . 

u. s . Indian Ins ~ ector , 

iuskogee, I . T. 

154-H 

Sir~ Your message just received and replied to at once, on my way 

to the telegraph office I met and consulted two physicians Drs . 

Gardner and "'iiallace . 

They both state that the smallpox at Coalgate is of a 

much more malignant form than what was here a t Lehigh there is 

very little of it here now . The form they have at Coalgate is 

what some call the black small pox . There has been a bout eight or 

ten deaths and about 200 cases . Botb. ' allace and Gardn er pronounce 

it in a malignant form, told me of the number of cases and the 

number of de a ths . 

Very respec tfully , 

J . F . Fisher . 

Copy of u. S . Ind . Inspector ' s letter No . 12590 in office of 

Supt . of Five Tribes , Muskogee , Okla. 
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THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH CO:M.P}..NY. 

5/8/1901 {ashington D. C. 

~r igh~ Insp r 

Muskogee I. T. 

Mayor wire malignant smallpox rages in Coalgate Fi fty to One 

Hundred cases entirely beyond cit&es control Surgeon General 

Marine Hos:pi tal will send Expert Physician to confer with y·ou 

and City authorit i es department desires. immediate report from 

you. 

Thos. Ryan. Actg. Secy. 

Copy of Telegram File No. 2136 in office of Supt. Five Tribes, 
Muskogee, Okla. 

154-I 



Dr. Francis B. Fite 1 

Dr . J . c. Blakemore . 36 
154-G 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter ., May 11th , 1901 . 

Honorabl e J . Georee right , 

Sir:-

U. s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territory , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory . 

Acting upon instructions from you to go to Coalgate , 

Indian Territory , and investigate the report from the [ayor and 

others of that town that malignant smallpox existed there , and 

that the :people are· almost in a panic on account of such epidemic , 

I have this to report: 

I proceeded to Coalgate on May 9th and there met theMayor, 

the Board of Health , and a committee of ten, who had been delegated 

by the Y£yor to manage this smallpox epidemic . 

I mailed the letters from U. s . Indian Age nt Shoenfelt 

to the Indian Police and informed the Mayor that the Indian Agent 

had instructed these Indian Police to assist him in carrying out any 

proclamations he might issue touching this smallpox situation . 

I found that they had est ablished a smallpox camp about two 

miles in the country from the tmm of Coaleate . I there found twelve 

cases of smallpox , one of which was of a confluent variety , other 

varying from very light to semi - confluent cases . The doctors 

informed me there probably existed twice t his number of cases of 

s i milar character in the town that had not yet been moved to the 

camp . 

From information from the Mayor en d the doctors they have 

had rrom three to five deaths during the pas t three weeks , or since 
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this epidemic started. Taking into consideration the class of people 

affected, and the cases that I visited, I am of opinion that thia 

epidemic is not one of malignant smallpox but of the same character 

of snallpox that has existed for the past two and a half or three 

years in the Indian Territory , and with the proper precautions , such 

as you directed in your letter to the yor, and which I emphasized 

to him, the Board of Health and the Committee , I feel sure that they 

can within a very short time control the epidemic a~d with a moderate 

expense, which they are able to raise among themselves . I advised 

them to abandon their camp , to vaccinate their citizens and compel 

those already attacked to remain at their homes . 

Your letter and the advice I gave them was satisfactory 

and I believe that there will be but very little more trouble if t he 

suggestions offered are properly carried out . 

Very respectfully, 

(signed) F . B. Fite , [. D. 

Copied from u. s. Indpsector file No . 12638 in office of Supt . 

of Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Okla . 
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uscogee, Indian Territory, ay 18, 1895. 

The Honorable, 

Sir:-

Jeff Gardner, Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation , 

Eagleton, Indian Territory. 

As repr esenting the Commission to the ive Tribes , 

I took the liberty a few days since to direct to you a copy 

of a letter from the resident of the United States, and 

the Honorable Secretary of the I nferior, upon t he subject of 

the mission of the Commission to this merritory. 

The Commis sion has also been directed by t he Presi­

dent to coTmnunicate to you and the chief s of t he other 

four nations, the fact that they have returned to the ~ erxi­

tory for tbe purpose of renewing their negotiations with t e 

authorities of t he several nations in reference to the 

subject matter committed to them. 

They desire to open n egotiations wit h you in 

accordance with the spirit of the letter of the Pre ident 

heretofore sent to you, and, therefore, they would be 

gratified to kn ow at what time and where it will be most 

agreeable to you to meet and confer with th em upon that 

subject, either yourself personally, or 8thers appointed by 

you for that purpose. 



.. 
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It is not necessary to enlarge at this time upon 

the purposes and object which the Commi ssion has in charge. 

Those have be ~n all heretofore presented to you . It is 

suff icient at this time to assure you that the Commission 

3. 

have not come here 0 i~terfere at all with the administration 

of public affairs in these nations, or to undertake to de­

prive any of your people of their just rights . On the other 

hand, it is their purpose and desire , and the only authority 

they have, to confer with you upon lines that will result 

in promot ing the highest good of your people and securing to 

each and all of them their just rights under the treaty . 

obligations which exist between the United Stat e s and your 

nations. 

If you and your authorities are willing to confer 

with the Commission upon these questions and along these 

lines, please indicate to us here in uscogee , at an early 

date, when and vhere and in what manner it wou l d be most 

agreeable to you to hold such conference . 

I have the honor, with much c onsideration , to be, 

Very truly yours, 

Henry L. Dawes. 

Chairman. 

lSame letter as above was addressed to John ]' . Brown, ~rinci­

pal Chief of the Seminole Nation and to Palmer Moseley , rin­

cipal Chief of the Chickasaw Nation, under same date.) 

Letter-book copies L. s. 
(Copied by BE , March 30, 1934.) 
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Muscogee , Indian Territory, June 3 , 1895 . 

Honorable Jeff Gardner, 

Dear Sir:-

Principal Chief, Choctaw Nation, 

Eagleto n, Indi an Territory. 

I am in receipt of yours of t he 27th ult . ~nd am 

di r ected by the Commi ssion t o express t o you their thanks for 

a cour t eous and ea rly reply t o t hei r comrnunication of t he 

18th ult. 

They are led, h o 1ever , t o think from your letter 

tha t per hap s they hav e failed to make clear to you the pur ­

pose of that r equest. The Commission understands that nei t her 

you as Chi ef nor any of your c i tizens exc ept expres$ly author­

ized by your Nat io nal Council , would have any aut hori ty 

which would be binding to nego t i a te with this Commission upon 

any of the subjects with which they a r e charged . The law 

which created this Commi s s i on expressly provi de s that befor e 

any a greement or any proposed agreement can have any binding 

force upon any one it shall be firet approv ed by your Coun­

cil, and if so a pproved it shal l be af terward s approved 

by Congres s or go f or nothi ng. 'o t hat if you and t he Com­

mission should agree upon anything it wou l d not hav e the 

slightest binding f orce until after such approva l of both 

bodies. For this reason the Commissi on doe not a sk you to 

make a ny agreement with them. ~at they do de s ire and what 

is the purpose of their correspondence is a confer ence with 

you, or with some persons selected by you for that purpo s e, 
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that you may the better under t and what t he gover nment of 

the Unite tates desires of your people , an d "\ha t modifi-

cation of the present condition of public affa irs among 

your peop le woul d in your opini on be for t he bes t interests 

of your people , and ~ hic h you mi ght be wil ling t o pro o se 
. . 

to your Counc i l a t i t s next mee t ing f or their consideration . 

~ithout such pr el iminary conference i t i s di fficult to see 

how anything t a ngibl e can be brought before them for their 

considerati on . Such a conf erence ca n do no har m, if nothing 

results from i t , a nd the Commission are confident that much 

good will come of i t, and tha t fr om i t some mea ure may be 

arrived at which you can sub it to your Council for them to 

con ider . Sucha mea ur ould be alt red and modified to 

me e t obj e c t i on s whi l e under co nsi deration by your Council if 

they d es ired, and up to the l a t moment of approval , and if 

i n the end it s hould fail t hi n would rema in as before , 

The Commi s i on take s this opportunity to a sure 

you t hat t hey rec o ni ze f ully your treaty r i ght s and are 

instructed to r espect t hem , The United t a tes wants no t hi g 

which belongs t o your people , either their lands or any other 

ri ghts t hey enjoy under t heir trea t i e , but t h ey a r e i mpr e ssed 

with the conviction t ha t s ome change in t he p r esent c ondi tion 

of affairs is nec e ssary for t e good of your eopl e , a nd the ir 

desire is that you shall make the chan e your selv e s , a nd t hi s 

Commis s ion is sent here to aid you in effec t ing such a change . 
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The fact that the treaty rights of each nation are 

distinct and different from those of the others makes a sep­

arate conference with each necessary, and one in which all the 

nations are represented inpracticable. 

The Commission submits these consideratio-ns to you 

in the hope that they will satisfy you and that its presence 

b re is from no other motive or object than to promote the 

welfare of your people under the treaty rights secured to 

them and that you \vi 11 tbi nk it wise to appoint at an earihy 

day such a conference as it is here suggested. 

An early reply that we may report to the Presi den t 

your conclusions is urgently requ ested . 

• 

I am, with high consideration, 

Yours truly, 

Henry L. Dawes, 

· Chairman • 

Letter-book copy L. s. 
(Copied by BEW, March 31, 1934) 
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Executive Office , Choctaw Nation , 
Green McCurtain , Principal Chief. 

Sans Bo is , I . T., Nov. 30th, 1898 

Hon . J . Geo . ~ right , 

Sir :-

4 

U. s . Indian Inspector , 

Muskogee, I nd . Ty . 

I wish to call your attention to a matter in which a 

vast number o~ Choctaws, and espe cially the full bloods , are being 

de~rauded . Parties professing to be , and I suppos e are , surveyors , 

are representine to the illiterate full blood Choctaws that if they 

do not have their lands surveyed , they will be cheated out of the 

lands on which they i mprovements are made , and thus lose all . These 

full bloods being i gnorant of the law and kno1ing nothing about the 

lines of survey , figures, etc., are naturall y becoming alarmed at 

the representations of these surveyors . And being over-credulous 

on this subject , are deeding a part of their land to these surveyors 

to have them survey the other part . This thing should be stopped , 

and I therefore write to you that you may take some a ction in the 

matter . 

According to the terms of the Agreement , the lands are to 

be surveyed by the u. s . Government without cost to the allottees . 

Very respectfully, 

(signed) Green cCurtain 

Principal Ch ef , Choctaw Nation. 

Copied from Commission to Five Tribes file No . 1540 in office 
of Superintendent for Five Tribes , MUsko@Be , Oklahoma . 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, CHOCTAW NATION' 
Green !~Curtain , Principal Chief 

Sans Bois , I . T., Dec 3d, 1898 

Ron . Tams Bixby, 

Dear Sir: -

Acting Chm'n Dawes Commission, 
Muskogee , Ind. Ty . 

5 -H 

Replying to your communication or the 30th ultimo, will 

say that , the Choctaw Nation will have a representative at the 

sittings of your Commission in Mississippi as suggested by you. 

I expect to appoint Mr . N. B. Klnsworth to that work. Your assur-

anoe of courteous recognition of such a r epresentative by the Dawes 

Commission is acknowledged and appreciate by me on the part. of 

the people whom he will represent . 

I will this day write to our National Secretar y instructing 

him to furnish your Commission with copies of all Acts of our Council 

relating to the ississippi Choctaws . 

The action of the Chickasaws in declining to appoint a 

Commission to co-operate with the Choctaw Commission in negotiating 

an amendment to the coal clause, is to be very much regretted. In 

reply to your suggestion that I confer with Gov . Jopnston on this 

subject , would say that , the suggestion is all well enough, but I 

fear that any efforts on my part in that direction would be futile, 

as I think Gov . Johnston is o~ anti-allotment sentiment and would 

naturally be averse to t&klng action in matters of that kind . I hope, 

however , that I am mistaken in his policy, and that everything w.lll 
~ 

come out all right . 

Very respectfully, 

(signed) Green Curtain, 

Principal Chief , Choctaw Nation . 
Copied from Commission file Five Tribes file No . 1592 in office of 
Supt . to Five Tribes , Muskogee , Okla . 
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Executive Office , Choctaw Nation . 
Gr een McCurtain , Principal Chief . 

IOU -~ 

Sans Bois , I . T., Dec., 14 , 1898 

Hon. J . Ge o. ' right , 
u. s . Indian Inspector , 

uskogee , Ind . Ty . 

Sir:-

Since the Ron . Secretary of the Interi or made his ruling 

to the effect tha t each and every Choctaw citizen will be required 

to take up an allotment of 240 acres of land , and will be required 

t o relinquish all rights and claims tG any land that they may now hold 

over and above the 240 acre allotment , I have studied the applicat ion 

ot the ruling with all its possibilities , and , with all deference, 

to the judgment of the Secretary , I fear i t is going to work hard­

ships upon same of our people . Already has it created commotion 

among the full bloods who are utterly i gnorant of the nature of the 

ruling . The daily mail deluges this office with le tters from full 

bloods all over the Nation who have become alarmed at the representa­

tions of designing parties , and have , in some cases , be~ led to 

believe t hat it is necessary to secure the services of attorneys 

in selecting their a llotments . Such deception is an imposition that 

should not be allowed to be practiced upon an i gnorant people . As 

a remedy for this evil , I think that a rule nullifying any and 

all contracts made wherein portions of allotments are to be deeded 

for services rendered in surveying or· selecting lands for another , 

would serve to check this robbery scheme. 

I have been reliably informed tha t an organized effort 

wi l l be made by some of the extensive land hol ders of this Nation 

to defeat that par t of the Secretary ' s ruling limiti ng each allottee 

to 240 acres or land - they contending that the ruling is in direct 
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conflict with terms ot treaties heretofore made . 

Another question arises in contemplation of the ecretary's 

ruling which i& of considerable moment to the allottees, and that is 

the insecurity of ownership to the 240 acre allotment . Under this 

ruling no title is given ~ and in case of death of the a llottee his 

a1otment reverts to the Nation . This feature of the ruling ia 

very objectionable in so far as it hazards money spent in improving 

allotments. 

I take liberty, for hich I do not want to be understood 

presumptuous , of suggesting that a better and more sa tisfactory way 

of allotting the first apportionment of land ould be , to allot 160 

acres, the home stead , and give good title to same , and the r emainder 

to be held just as we hold our lands to-day. If then citizens were 

disposed to make improvements on land r n excess of what would be 

there :p ro rata share they would do so at their o n risk . They would 

then have fee simple title to this hamestead , and any improvements 

made thereon would in case of death of the allottee, be heired by 

their own people . These suggestions I make from a careful and con­

siderate study of the question as it occurs to me . 

Very respectfully, 

(signed) Green cCurtain , 

Prin . Chief , Choctaw Nation . 

Copied from Commission to ~ive Tribes file No . 1754 now in files 
of Superintendent of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma . 

• 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, CHOCTA~ NATIO • 

Green cCurtain , Principal Chief . 

Sans Bois , I . 'I' ., J"anuary 11th, 1899 . 

Hon . Tams Bixby, 

Dear Sir: -

Act . Chm'n Dawes Commission , 

Muskogee, Ind . Ty . 

Your favor of the ?th instant came to hand promptly . 

In reply 1 beg to say that I am exceedingly anxious to have the 

allotment of lands belong ing to the Choctaws and Chickasaws , made 

as soon as possible . 

I am opposed to the recent order of the Secretary of I n t erior , 

limiting the holdings of land of each member to 240 a cr es p er head; 

for the reason, that to enforce that orde r would be contrary to the 

express terms of the late treaty , and v1ould meet with general dissat ­

isfaction . The allotment of land must 1n all particulars , be made in 

strict accordance with terms of the taka Agreement , under such 

rules and regulations , of the Se cretary of Int eri or , as are not in-

consistent with t pe termB of s aid treaty . 

Inasmuch as the Atoka Agreement p rovides that , the allottee 
\ 

shall receive two patents to his lands , one of which shall be his 

homestead of 160 a cr es , hich he must designate , and the other patent 

to lands in exo~ss of his homestead . 

I suggest that in order that the members of our tribes 

may have some feeling of certainty as to their homesteads , am that 

the allotaent may progress as rapidly as possible , that the allotment 

ot 160 a cres tor the homestead of the a l l ot t ee , be made at once to 



48 592-N 

2. 

members of the tribe who wish to have the same set apart as a home-

stead, and that where members of either tribe hold land in excess 

of this amount, upon which they own improvements , that their 

holding or possession or such lands, be unmolested until time for 

final allotment of the lands remaining unallotted. 

To adopt any rule hich would materially change the 

holding of lands, before it is definitely ascertained how much 

land each individual is entitled to receive, would be very unsatis­

factory to all and exceedingly hard to enforo·e. 

I trust that you will give this matter due consideration , 

and that you will request, the Secretary of Interior to modify his 

recent order, so as to embody the suggestions made above . 

Very truly, 

(signed) Green cCurtain 

Prin . Chief , Choctaw Nation. 

Copy of letter No - 2092 in Commission to Five Tribes files , n~· 
in office of Supt. for Five Tribes , Muskogee , Oklahoma. 
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Carthage, Miss ., January 27th , 1899. 

Hons. Tams Bixby and T. B. Needles, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sirs: 

We came out Monday from Canton this place , finding the 

roads pretty bad , but got through safely . Commenced work Tuesday 

morning, and have enrolled 422 full blood Choctaws , and 193 mixed 

bloods. The latter all, I think, belong to the LeFlore family . 

I find it absolutely i mpossible to fix any connection between the 

full bloods and the Treaty of 1830, and therefore as sume that t hey 
< 

are all Mississippi Choctaws , and take them as I come to . them. 

They are poor, illiterate , and helpless , and really in a pitiable 

condition. Nearly all of them can speak a little nglish, so 

as to make themEelves fair ly understood. I require the other 

class (mixed breeds) to make very s trict showing , and do not find 

white ~ople seeking to be identified , except those who are apparent­

ly of Choctaw descent. We have only enrolled eight p3 r sons to- day . 

It is t hought a few will be in to-morrow. Mr . Yancey is putting 

the evidence as to the mixed bloods, in type , and I am sure we 

will be able to have all this done when we get through. I under­

stand there wi ll be but few more mixed bloods , but the number of 

full bloods will go far beyond our expectations . It is thought 

that t he re are at least two thousand full bloods , most of them in 

Nashoba County , where will meet them, at Phi ladel phia , next week . 

We will go out there next Sunday . It !a thought we will fi nd. about 

as many at Decatur as we have here. We are far ing ver,r well, 

and have been treated most kindly by the people , and indeed have 

nothing what ever to complain of. It is reported that some of the 

I 
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Indians have been made to believe that t his is a move to compe l 

them to remove to the Territory , and they have been a little 

why about coming in , but we have treated them kindly, and I think 

will have no difficulty in gett ing to them . The grand son of 

Pushmataha came down from Neshoba , from his people there, to see 

me and learn about the matter . He s t ayed a day or two , and talked 

to me very freely , and went away apparently in fine spirits , saying 

that he would as~re h is people that it was alright , and have them 

come in . 

Hope you are getting along nicely with the Creeks , and 

may succeed in concluding an agreement with them . 

If you should conclude that my services are needed 

else where , more than in ' ashington , so not ify me before the lOth 

proximo , and I will abide your judgment. 

Colonel Needles could not reach us t o be of any service 

to us , without travelling a long distance , possibly 60 miles , over 

the very worst of roads , and probably in very bad weather , and I 

do not believe that the service he could render , would justify th e 

exposure and hardships which he would have t o undergo . It would be 

pleasant to us to have him with us , but do not see the necessity 

of his coming . e will do the work the very best we can, and hope 

to accomplish all that could be expected . 

ith very kind regards to all of our official family . 

ould be glad to hear ~ro~ you often . 

Sincerely yours 
(signed) A. s . McKennon 

Copy of Commission to Five Tribes Fi le No . 2260 in office or Supt . 
of Five Tribes , Muskogee , Oklahoma . 
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Bok she , • T. 
N v. ?8 , 1 8'?9 

Hon . J . G o. Wr ~ht 

Musr'o ee, I . T. 

Ver y e r si 

I a !=\ C Or' w ,.; t ZPn b. b ood , and 49 ears 

of a e , and I AS we 1 as rnA othe of the bloon ed ~itizens n 

our v ic n ar wan in ~ a ,.h n e f g ove nm n n this terri-

tor . e are des ring immedi 8te st tehood, ann -=tr not at 11 

s t is i erl. w h he or e sen r>l1nd ' tions nf th in s . Nea l y 11 

i f not auite he f J 1 bloon Ind i an tha I ,. -=tn hear n, thing 

om e re ... u licans an eve y ne to a m_n · · s 9.n ing ft 

tP ri orial gov rnment, 

You s ee the poor ~norant n n ont kno n of r 

A 011t 1 men e tc . 9.nd they' l tann b8r>k when an allotment 

r'omes and the inter-married 0 mixed bloo will e t the cream 

of the co ntr? . There s jus t few in m r i ed cit zen 

ho yo m·~ht s ay OVITI a l he mn oved ands and a e s ill 

r en in t an c o e rting he ren s . W}'l ' e he poo ndian 

wh A and ff n know any be ter h n 0 j st e aJl such 

ryart ies ah~ 9.d , s he dont know anyth ng Pb t the law , tc . 

I f V 0 '1 .. go an ro se to u ch se the r mprovem nts n f wh ich 

many if not l have more thfln he c n a t or ev n a m to 

allot, hey set the i r 1Jr r e s hi h h t he n A ,..annot bu 

them. Of r- o rse vo 1 
" 

unde s nd he s tu t on, ann I e'~"'e t 

t eJ V01 t th s (' nd on of ff rs i e t t n to be ver._r 

urievous n own here , and in r> nn e enr' e the I flia. s n an i 

any more Cho r- taw ove nmen . flp s mp y want s a r> han~e and f 

9ossible t his con~ress oup.ht t,qke ho rl of 1 j 1 t s so on a s 
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it convenes at v shingt n . 

The un on ~rtr h t 1 m n he nnians rP qr el in th 

mRjorit , here n hP Ch c w n tion a ~ RY av r mmed ate 

statehood. 1 so we want ,o have t.:~n ex ress nn from J ,1 e~ .r -

ing h mat e a , 

P ease wr · te us ~ 

A. L . S . 
No. ~417 

1 

0 

w des i e some ~ . v e Al 0 th is line . 

e r11 es ~ nn en ence,. 

Y01 obedient se vA.n 

(S ned J me Taylor 

End orsemen . : Bok she, I . T. Nov . 28, 1899 James Tay or 
he 1 a. t v o t e h o o a. f o In i a.n T err tory . 

Cnp e GBD 
4/'? / '7., 



Hon . J" . Geo Wrig ht 
Muskogee , I~d · Ter . 

Very dear Friend: 

53 

Bokoshe, I • T . 
Dec. 1st 1899 

1?585-G 

I write few line to you. Ne rly a 11 Choctaw 

full blood wants territory overnment . We dont want wait 

on Atoka a reement- and our ove r nment is no i n ood ( s ic) 

& United States go vernment over hoctaw lan d - and we have 

iven up entirely , and as soon as I send p e tition to Con gress 

wants territorial overnmentt etc . 

Yours respe c tfully 

(Signed) S(ilas) W. J ame s 

Choctaw attorney at law 

P . s . \'hen yo get this letter you must write to me. Let 

me hear from you at once. s . w. J" . 

NO . 3453 

• L . S . 

Note : According to Peter J'. Hudson, Silas V • James is a Six Town 

Indian . 

Endors ement: Bo kOshe I . T . Dec. 1,1899 . S . ! . James .. 

Choctaw wants territ orial overnment. 

Copied GBD 

4/a/34 
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Kali-Inla Cqa C m ~ny 

A d son, In . T r . 

A r~h . , 1899 

Mr . ~right , 

Ind'~n Ins ector 

Musk p., ~=> e, I. T. 

De Rr S r: 

I un erstAnil hFt t is o ose t o oust Boston, 

abor '\ i o . v; ouln t be feas 'b e to let t he Ind an 

pol ,. e €' ive out t ha t they wo 1 01 st. seve n. of the most 

viol ent e t r s • T h s ; u l d h ,r P. e effe ,. of ndur np 

them to -a e th T rri or wh ~h wand 

desired end. 

No. 18 
A. L. S . 

Yours t ruly 

(Sign d F qnk n Ba r>h 

res . 

End ssement: Al erson ~ I . ar r h ~ , _899 F ~nklin B r>he 

Relative to ejerti ~n of 1 bor a itFt ,ors. 

Cop ed GBD 
~/31 / 34 

1 35 
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CHOCTAW, OKLAHOM & GULF RAILROAD CO. 

Off re of Gene al M~n u 

M • J . G. ' ri ht 

South Mr> 
C' h !5 , 

U. S . Ins e rtor Interior e Rrtm 

M 1sko ee , • T . 

ste r 
99 

• T . 

1 36 

Yo are u l r ware of the ry iAl sus ene on of 

mi n .n o e r tions n t he err tory and the sses ' nfl ' eted on 

he m ne s nd lRborers, n the o_e a tors 'an~ o on he Choc-

t ' lla. n, fr m oss of it evenues. 

The ar i ons of a ~r e rt of t he mine s At Kre bs and Har 
f10~ 

sh orne show hat . e; do wish a strike , 
1\ 

~ t t t he e is no 

real ff ru ty between the miners an operators. 

< / 

The tr uble h~ be ,. u s by J m~s B s on, e nres e n a t ve 

from I l lino s, of the ine rk ~" ' s n o He Adm t t e ~ to m 

hat m ne s had m~ e no " Om l in or dem nd , but t h~ t was thP 

in en 0n f t h s Un n to forC'e e r>o n t on b. the onera ors n 

their de lin s wi h t e ir men , and o enfo ,. SUC'h ~al of 

wa~e s and r ondit ons of minin as t h y · h u .... h best . 

If ·the m n rs Rnd ~borers n e r este were n te n susta n -

in the rla ms m de b the e es n at i e of t h ' or uani zation, 

I sho l d not addre s s ou ron,. e rnin l it; but it s ry l nly t he 

desire of t hese men to r es1me work, d the previous r e a.-

tion between them nd th o erators sh 1 not be 

they are terrorize~ b th or RniZR on nd r re 

J\8 they othEH'WiS W0 ld. 

s u bed ; but 

~rom rin ng 
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As I have stated ab ove , the 1 sses ·nrurred her8by, ar8 not 

on y the min s and o erators, b11 a so to the Cho,.ta N ion, 

and I wo1ld rAs~er fu l y r e n o hl=l h s m n J mes Boston 

and his ~iders an be tors be e~ ,. ud d · r m the ~er i o a s 

n sturb s of t nd men hose rtions r nimi al 

the el -bein of al l pa ies n te reste . 

Th / h v d am. l e 0 p r uni t y t o susta n t he a l.aims he.y 

h8Ve made an hav s · n 11 fa i l d n shoul b eq u .r ed to 

('(' t the conse quenc es w t h ut f urthe rl e y , as e re ry day of 

th s continued 0 it on s a mena re 0 or e and se C' ur · t .. of 

ro erty and ~=~ gr e n ur.' to a 1 nt e sts nv olved . 

Y urs tr l y 

(S ned Henr y ·ood 

No. 178 
L . S . 

En orsement : South cA este , I . T. 

ne ative to strike in C' 1 mines . 

Cop ed GBD 
3 / 31 / 34 

a ch 5, 899 H. ood . 



J . Ge rve ~ ri~ht 
Musko~ e, I . T. 
DeAr Sir :-
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F rt Smith, Ark . , 38 
M~rr.h 1 89 9 

I be 0 (' l l you a t enti n to he AX st ng C'Ondi ion 

of aff irs a t p (' 1 mines of e A oka Coal an M nin c 0 . ' 

near Lt.h ' h and the Os a e Coa n M nin , f' O . at Krebs, I . T . ' 

and t soli it 0 influe nf" e nd r o- p i n n su p essi.ng 

a n enting v 0 enre 0 rd s ;r- m, oyf>es, (lest e 

f"On e wa r . 

r rn "'E' 8 ' e r 1 h ebs a pro t e rted 

fr m 'nt , ne s nd 11 Wa k'np, e l Pe tes 11 w o ~ A-ins the rotes 

of A s, pe in en nts and o f ' ce s f" har e of the m nes 

v s t e (' m nd b eed d ssent n ~nn thrPR en v 

u ha. re n rn 1bl e in o r at np them n • I f the r e sent 

fa s ron nu , t rj l !)r B. " t f" al l ston he 

0 t ut of C"O Al , 1 ereb r n n se ious iiqma n.g the roa 

e a to s ' b1 t A s r ously njur in~ the Chor>t w Nati on, 

0 whi ch t he r oy a ty on r oa nR. d f o he sun or of the r 

r>omm n s r hoo . 

I ~rou (' u .d q n us n ke e n rom our s vera r~m p s these 

"outsiders," it wi 1 o murh tow r au e the p esent d is-

turban,. es . 

y ur ass stRnre nd ro -o r A.t ~n s ea nes 1 r quested. 

Yo s tr uly 

( S · ned) I r • Oe-lesby , Att . 

No . 2~0 
L . S . 

ndorseme t : I a D. 0 esb so r its o-oper tin 
of Ins rt r to s u press v olenre at ro l mines . 

(Note : Mr . Ople s by is at orne y for s e n r.oa 
Denning , Ark .: Os Age roll Rnd minin " 0 . , Kreb 
coal and mj ni~ r . , J nny Lin~ Ark . : ok 
Lehigh , I . T. J. 
Copied GBD 3/ ~1/~4 

and minin.P: C'O . · 
I • T • ; ~est rn 

l qnd M nin~ r.o . 
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Union gency , 

1 u scogee , I . T. , "arch 17 , 189 9 . 

Hon• J. George 1right , 

Sir:-

u. s . Indian Inspector , 

Musco gee , I . T. 

I have the honor to state that my order , approved by 

~~ 

139-A 

you, which was issued arch ?th, 1999 , dire cted to Capt . J . ~ . 

Ellis , u. S . Indian Policeman , South c lester , I . T., as you wil1 

observe fr om its terms·, was an alternative order and simply directed 

James Boston, who was reported to me as making incendiary spee ches 

to the miners in the Choctaw N tion ~ which in ,~heir effect would 

agitate the community and bring about undue fr ion bet een the 

opera tors of the min.es and the miners themselves , to· cease such 

agitation or otherwise , if he desired to remain in the Indian Terr­

itory and within the bounds of this agency, he must procure a per­

mit from the Chief of the Choctaw Nation , to be approved by the 

Agency , and if such .permit could not be procured , would be ex elled 

from the country. 

In making this demand from r . Boston, I pursued precis e ly 

the course which was f ollowed by this agency in the s.trike of 1894 , 

and which the records of the Indi office will doubtless attest . 

In that year I examined , or caused to co~ before me for 

examination, several hundred miners , and in every instance I asked 

them whether they had a per.mit or not t o remain in the Choctaw Nation , 

and it they failed to show such :permit or give a good reason why they 

could not procure one or had not procured one , t hey were declared 

intruders, and I pronounced judgment against them, and that they 
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were living in the country contrary to law. The Chaeta Nat i on 

complained against the miners that they were cutting of''f the revenue 

ot its government and while the mines remained inactive and the miners 

were not at work , the output of the mines xaxa was considerably 

reduced, and to the same extent the royalties due the Choc taw Nation 

were reduced. 

In the pr esent case , Hr . Boston has either induced the 

miners to strike in the first instance , or he has advised them to 
C, I .; 

stay our after they had struck ,, and the effect in either case is the 

same upon the revenues of the Choo,taw Nation . 

As you are aware ,. I am charged by l aw and b.y the rules and 

regulations of the Department , to collect royalties. on coal in the· 

Choctaw Nation , and these revenues are to be used for educational 

purposes . It is the settled pol icy of the Government , as I understand 

it• that these revenues sha ll be col lected and paid over to me , and 

whoever prevents by strikes or otherwise , the working of mines and 

the consequent out p ut of coal , is to that extent an obstructionist of 

the policy of the Government in collecting said revenues through me . 

I therefore felt , when I issued said order , and feel no , that ~ . 

Boston was interfering with my l egitimate duties as collector of the 

revenues due the Choctaw Nat ion fr on the oper ators of mines. 

It is a fact too , attested and proven by the strike of 1894 , 

that when large bodies of miners are idle , they canmit offences against 

the law in the mining regions . It as proven before me· in the s trike 

of 1894, that one Indian a l one , t owit, Mr . J ohn Simpson of South 

McAlester , I. T., who lives near the mines at Krebs , had about 200 

head or cattle stol en or killed during the continuance of that strike, 
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and he believes, and believed then that the loss of these cattle 

was directly traceable to the idle miners who had struck at Krebs . 

Other communities were af·eoted in the same way . and hence I resard 

all strikes and the congregation of i dle m ners incident thereto , 

as a menaoe to the ~re ose of societ . " 

If ou ill r ead the let er from J~ . • Guerrier , which 

accompanies this s an exhibit , you vill find that the miners of the 

Atoka Coal and xlining Co . • of which Company he is a en t , to the number 

of 100 me~. surreounded a certain house hioh belongs to said co pany 

and ordered f ive men the·rein , that they ust leave the hous and g ve 

them 24 hours in wh ' ch to leave , ad on the morni g of the lOth , 

75 men assembled at Brier Creek bridge and for ced some 10 or 12 en , 

who were on their way to or , to return to Lehigh. I understand 

that these miners ~ho threatened the men aforesaid , have been arrested 

for interference ith the operations of sai d mine and h ve been 

called before ~UdGe Clayton of the Centr 1 Division of the Indian 

Territory, to nswer the charge of di sturbing the eaoe and otherwise 

interfering with the use and occupation of said mines by the operators 

thereof. 

There is no doubt , that thousands of men thro n out of 

employment in any given c uni ty , constitute a menace to the repose 

or society. 

ow in the case of • oston , I have ade no unusual demand 

of h~. I have simply asked that he comply with the law of the Choate 

Nation, which requires all non- citizens res ident therein , whatever rna 

be their profession or vocation, to obtain a pe rmit from the Choctaw 

author1t1ea. I do not know whether he is an adventurer or not , but 



fi'l 138- D. 

4 o 

I believe that he is and th t his presence in the coal mining regions 

is a source or agitation and mischief and that it bodes no good e ither 

for the opera tors themselves or for the miners who blindly f ollow his 

lead. 

I call your attention to Choctaw laws as to permits , on 

pages 237 , 38, 39, 40 , 41 and 42 , "Compiled Laws of the Choctaw Nation" 

edition of 1894 . 

In this connection I herewith transmit to you a print,ed 

letter ublished by James Boston in the ttDaily Capital'~ after the 

notice of this agency was served upon him. n it he chooses to 

speak of me as a tool and under the influence and control of corpor­

ations ~ The manner and style of said letter show conclusively that 

rx . Boston , i f not an agitator , i s' an inconsiderate person and one 

that is capable of uttering an absolute falsehood . His statement that 

I ffin a tool of a corporation , or anything of that kind , is absurdly 

foolish as well as false , and if his conclusions are true that miners 

east of the Mississip]i river en j oy their constitutional l 'iberties , 

make good wage s and have better conditions surrounding them than do 

the miners in the Indian Territory , he ought not to object to the 

remova l of either the miners themselves , or object to the removal 

of himselr as a self constituted leader of said miners , and according 

to his own theory, it would be really a bl essine to the miners if they 

were removed , and 1 suppose what would be a blessing to his fello 

miners , · auld be al so a blessing t o himself . All talk about consti­

tutional liberty , freedom of speech, is simply bosh and not wo:tthy 

or consideration . 

The Indian Territory is not a state ; i t is gov·erned by treaty 

t i pulat i ons , by rules and regulations of th e Department which do not 
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prevail in the states , and what a m might do in the states consis­

tently with the statutes thereof , he cannot do i n this Territory. 

The Indians by treaties ith the Government , :protect ed "from 

invasion and from domestic stri:te" , and in the strike of 1894 , hen 

the Italian Minister at ashington com~lained that I had put certain 

miners out of the Territory , he was informed by the State Department 

that I had a perfect right to do so because these men should live in 

the Territory ccordi ng to the laws governing the same , and should 

ha ve a paa~port from the Honorabl e Se cretary of the Interior , which 

they did not have; that is to say , if the laws of the Territory 

required permit s or passports , they should have such permits or 

passports , and that therefore my a ction in ejecting such miners , and 

miners of other foreign countries , was approved . 

I know of no reason hy ·~ · oston should be a favored child 

ot fortune an d be allowed tor main in the Territory rithout com lying 

ith the loca~ laws applicable to himself and ell others of like kind , 

and for this r e son , unless he ceases to gitate and ceases to make 

incendiary speeches , he ought to he removed from the limit s of this 

agency , and I believe that the sooner it is done the better for all 

concerned. 

The s trike of 1894 did not seem to reach a conclusion until 

I had expelled by the use of the Uni ted States troops , about ~56 

retactory miners who might pr operly be styled agitators . 

Very respectfully , 

D. • iisdom. 

wnclosurea. u. s . Indian gent . 

~opied tram records in office ot Superintendent of ive ivilized 

~ibe • 
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D AR'Th NT OF THE INTERI . ·, 

UNION GEN6Y, 

:uscogee , I . T., March 7 , 189·9 . 

U. • I . P ., 

South o lester , I . T. 

Sir :-

tnx 
138-F 

~ ereas,, 1 have been reli ably i nf or ed. that on e James 

Boston , wh o is a non- citizen of the Territory, has appeared in the 

coal mining regions of this Territory at lderson , Hartshorne and 

other places , and has been playing the role of an agitator and induc­

ing men to strike , and thereby stop the running of the ~ n es i that 

vicinity , and that said strike i s hurtful to the interests of t he 

Choctaw Nat i on , cutting orr its legitimate r evenue , and is also 

a menace to the repose of society, you are therefore directed to 

notify said Boston , tha t ii he remains in the Territory , he must 

procure a permit from the Chief of the Choctaw Nation , to be approved 

by the agency , or otherwise he will be expell ed from the limi ts of 

the same . 

You are authorized to serve a copy of this notic·e u on him 

and requ i re him to answer whether he wi ll obey this not ic e or not , 

and you will di rect him , that he must stop said agitation and that he 

must procure the permit as above directed. 

Pl ease reports service of this notice upon said Boston . 

Very r espectfully, 

(signed) D . 
Ap~roved: 

( s i gned ) J . Geo. right, 
u.s . Indian Inspector . 

• li s dom, 
u. s . Indi an gent . 

(Copie d from letter press book in office of uu~t . Five Civilized Tribes, 
MUskogee , Okla .) 
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J. . Ellis , 
Captain U. S .Indian Police C 0 p Y. 
for the Indian Territory . 

South c lester , I . T., Mar ch 12 , 1899 . · 

Hon. D •• . isdom, 

U. s . Indian gent , 

uscogee , I . T. 

Dear ir:-

ss meet ing held at .,organ ' s Grove today at ten o ' clock 

Boston told the miners at Krebs this morni ne t o stay out ; they ould 

win if they hud to stay out a year . He ;ould not a sk them to strike 

but to stick to the Union until t he got ~hat the wanted . That 1s 

all the men at Krebs had gone to vork they would have been s cabs , as 

the majority in the district ere out on a strike . Th is is about the 

substanae of hat 4r . aston had t o sa • I had a talk fith him last 

evening. He and his attorneys to l d me they had written you f or fi f teen 

days time to answer . I supposed you saw. his letter i n the Capital 

where he takes you and r . Ludlow t o task ; al so I suppose you have seen 

the Fort Smith Times here they s y the police ere drunk and busing 

everybody that belon r;ed to the miner's union . 1 of t his is a lie ; 

not a word of truth in it . I just rec.ei ed news fro j Gov . cCurta in ; 

he says that Bos ton cannot get y pe rmit from him, and that he should 

be put out of the territory; that e have no use for such men in it . 

I believe that the miners at Krebs , about three hundred of them will 

go to work tomorrow morning . Mr . Boston is here in the city tonight . 

Everything seems- to be quiet . This is about all the informa ion I 

can give you at this time. 

Very respectfully , 

(signed) J. , • Ellis. 

(Copied tram letter press book in office of u t . ive Civil i zed 
Tribes, uskogee, Okla .) 



65 
c 0 p y 

klii: 
138- H 

outh tv cAlester , I . T., Mar ch 11 , 1899. 

Ron . D. M. 'iisdom, 

u. s . Indi an gent , 

uscogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir: -

On yesterday Captain J • . • llis served a notice on James 

Boston , issued by you directing him t o leave the Indian Territory , 

under penalty of removal . Mr . oston has just consulted us on this 

matter, and e respec-tfully ask th t you give fifteen .days to get 

our evidenoe and present our case before you , before you take further 

action in this matter . e take it , that you h e had only one side 

:presented to you , and e feel that .vhen you have full heard I~ 

Bostons s ide that you ill not feel like issueine this order to 

e ject him trom the Territory . It ill take us some time to get up 

proper affid vits et c . herefore we ask for fifteen days time in 

hich to do the same . Kindly let us hear tro you on this matter . 

Respe ctfully yours , 

(signed) Hat l«;ay Lindly. 

(Copied from letter press book in office of Supt . ive Civilized 
.Tribes , uskogee , 0!-cla . ) 
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COPY 

Dow, • T., 

Dear Sir: - Ve , the members of the United 

:o.:uc 
138- I 

r ch 11 , 1899 

ne Jorkers of eri ca 

of Hart shorne , No . 9 Loc 1 Union No . 540 , do protest against the 

action t aken by you in notifying ~ J ames Boston a national member 

ot the United Rine .'lorkers of erica , to leave the Ind i an Ter . 

He , no t being the promoter of the p resent strike or any 

disturbances , but being em loyed by the United ine iorkers of 

America in t he Indian Ter . t o defend their r i ghts as miners in the 

Indian Ter., which rights are given t h by the la s o f the U. s . 

i n regard t o l abor organizations , and we cla im the l iberty gi ven us 

by t he constitut i on of t he U. • 

{s i ened) eo . Carmi chael , res . 

a trick onnors, Secy . Seal . 

~opied f rom l e tter ress book in office of Supt . of ive Civilized 

Tribes , usko gee , Okla . ) 



Secretary of Interior , 

Washington , D. c. 

O. B. G. R. Collect . 

:pr il 25 , 1899 . 

Principal Chief cCurtain , of Choctaw Nation , through his 
' 

-aM-
138-J 

attorneys by telegram demands removal of J ames Bos ton from Cho cta,,. 

Nat i on ; Chocta r authorities are anxious for immedi ate ac t i on . 

By the terms of your letter of pri l t welfth it would seem he 

ought to be removed . Please wire instructions a ccordingly. 

Zevel.y 

Specia l Inspector . 

(Copied from letter press book in office . of Supt . of Five 

Civilized Tribes , uskogee , Okla . } 
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Talihina , I . T., ugust 19 , 1902. 

Hon. J. Geo . rieht , 
U. S . Indian nspector, 

MUskogee , Indian Territory . 

Sir:-

In reply to your letter of the 16th inst nt , relative to the 

removal of the Supreme J udge of the Third istrict by me , I desire 

to state that on the 25th day of July, 1902, a complaint as filed in 

this o ffice against the Ron . l esley Anderson , Supreme Judge of the 

Third Judicial District , Chocta Nation , and notice of same was served 

upon him as provided by la and he fa iled to appear before me a t the 

time set for ana ering such charges and I proceeded under the law to 

hear the evidence in the complaint and decided therefrom that the 

charges were well founded and I suspended the said esley Anderson 

from acting as such Supreme Judge until our Gene ral Council convenes 

and passes upon the charges preferred against him. Pending the sus-

pens i on of • Anderson , I appoint ed the Honorable s . E. Cole a s tem-

porar y Supreme Judga to perform such duties as are incumbent upon that 

office, and through my light horse ordered the said Vesley Anderson 

to t urn over the poll books , papers , r e cords , etc . in his office to 

the Hon. s . E. Cole , the temporary Supreme Judge , and upon his refusal 

to do so the poll books , the only avai l able papers or the District 

and county officers were seized by t he light horse and turned ower to 

r• Cole - i n so doing cons ider myself as havi ng a cted within the 

bound of t he laws of t his Nat i on a s I observe and understand them. 

Very r espectfully, 
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Sans Bois, Indian Terri tory, 

August 30, 1902. 

Honorable J. Geo. wright, 
U. s. Indian Inspector, 

Muskogee, Indi an Territory. 

Sir:-

As you are probably aware tha Cho ctaws have recently had 

an election for Pr inc ipal Chi ef and other officers . In this campai gn 

I had the honor ot being the suc cessful candidate for Chief by a 

majority of 254 votes, as shown upon the fact of the returns . Mr . 

T. W. Hunter of Caddo, Indian Territory , was my opponent . 

The issues. of this campaign were definitely drawn , and 

briefly stated were simply t he p~ndins supplementary agreement and 

the policies therein contained. Owing to a provision in the agreement 

relating to the settlement of ci tizenship question, an element hereto­

tore unknown in Choctaw pol itics, and by the way a very considerable 

one too, was drawn into the fight for Principal Chief - namely : Those 

persons claiming Choctaw-Chickasaw citizenship by virtue of judgments. 

ot the United tates· Court , and commonly known as ''court oi ti zens .• rt 

This element I had t o combat with all its allies, and it was of no 

little con sequence, having been so thrown in with pol i ti os. as to di a­

guise the issue. Thus was the interest in the campa i gn intensified . 

As is always the case, unavoidably so , considerable feeling 

was engendered 1n the campaign• And from all indiciations there are 

those who are not willing to accept the verdict of the people as 

expressed by ballot, but are seeking to de:Ceat the public will by 

rorcibla and unlawful tampering with the returns. I refer to the 

action of Gov. Dukes in sending his light horsemen to Supreme Judge 
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Wesley Anderson and forcibly taking away from him the poll books 

tor the Third Distric t or this ation , while he (Anderson) was in 

the act of counting the votes for District and County Offieers , as 

the le.w directs. This kind of conduct is calculated to cause trouble 

if pursued, and I have every reason to helieve it will be pursued 

even to more desperate ends , unless some restraining influence ia 

brought to bear upon Gov . Dukes and his friends . I am informed that 

Gov. ilukes is kept pretty well under the influence of whiskey , patent 

medicine and other intoxicating liquors , rhich is no difficult task, 

until he has almost reached the state of irresponsibility. 

In view of the fact that the votes cast for Principal Chief 

at the last election are to be canvassed and counted at the caning 

session of the Choctaw (Council), to be held in October next , and aa 

there is now considerable feeling manifest over the r esult which is 

already known but not yet declared , and in consideration of the 

further fact that all indications are to the effect that Gov . Dukes 

and his friend s , the opposing political faction , purpose to finally 

precipitate trouble or carry their point, I would respectfully suggest 

the necessity for a detachment of troops to be present on th~ 

occasion of t he council meeting in order that peace and order may be 

preserved, and would request that you recommend same to the Department . 

Very r espectfully , 

GR ~ a CURTAIN . 
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for 
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usko@Be, Ind. T. Sept. 3 , 1902. 

The Honora.b~e, 

The ecretary of the Interior. 

Sir a-

·I have the honor to transmit herewith a communication. 

under date of August 30, 1902, from Honorable Green cCurtain, ot 

Sana Bois, in the Choctaw ation, Indian Territory , in which he advises 

that in the recent campaign for the election of principal chief and 

other otfiaers of the tribal government, he has been the successful 

candidate tor chier; that the issues were definitely drawn , and , aa 

is always the case, considerable feeling was engendered; that from 

all indications there are those who are not willing to ac4ept the 

Yerdict of the people, as expressed by ballot, and are seeking to 

diYert the public will by force and unlawful tampering with the offi­

cial returns. Be states that the conduct of the present officials or 

the tribe is calcul~ted to cause trouble, if pursued; that the present 

principal chief ia kept pretty well under the influence of intoxicants, 

and as there is now considerable feeling, and as he believes that the 

opposing political faction purpose to precipitate trouble at the com­

ing session of the National Council, to be held in October next, 

he suggests the propriety for a detachment of troops to be present 

on that occasion. 

Concerning this matter I have to respectfully report that 

similar reports were made concerning the election in the Chickasaw 

Nation, and upon the request of the Governor thereof, the u. s. 
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Indian Agent proceeded to Tishomingo on the lst instant, the date 

that the legislature was to meet , with a squad or Indian poli ce, and 

co-operated with the U. s . Marshal for the Southern District of the 

Indian Territory, who was present with a force of deputies. The 

Agent has just returned from Tishomingo and r eports that while there 

was considerable fee ling during the session of the Nat i onal Legislature , 

with the presence of the police and deputy marshals ,. there was no 

trouble; that the votes were duly canvassed , and r . Pal mer s . 1 osel$Y 

was declared to be elected Governor. 

I do not believe there is any necessity for troops to be 

stationed at the capital of the Cho ctaw Nation , but respectfully re­

commend that the same action in this lnstance be ~aken as in the ca e 

of the Chickasaws; that the Indian Agent or myself proceed with the 

police force to Tuskahoma , at the next meeting of the National Council 

about October 1st next , and take such steps as are necessary to keep 

peace. I also respectfully recommend that the ttorney eneral be 

requested by the Department to direct the U. s . Marshal for the 

Southern Dis tr i ct of the Indian Territory , to assist him in maintaining 

order at that time, the Indian Agent , myself and Marshal to co-operate 

with each other. 

Concerning the statement of • cCurtain that Prineipal 

Chief Dukes sent his "light horsemen" to upreme Judge Anderson and 

forcibly took away the poll boxes for the Third District of the 

Choctaw Nation, I have to respectfully report that upon seeing the 

account of this matter in the public press , I addressed a communication 

to the Principal Chief on the 16th ultimo, a copy of which is respect­

fully enclosed herewith, and his reply, dated the 19th ul t imo, 



ia also enclosed. 

D.H.K.(l) 
Enclosure. 

- ..... 

3 . 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

J. Geo . 'fright, 

u. s. Indian Ins~e~tor 
for Indian ~ erritory. 

19 
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DEPARTMENT OF '!HE INTERIOR, 

We.shingtcn 

September 20, 1902. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indi n Territory. 

The Department is in receipt or a letter from Honorable 

Spencer B. Adams, Chief Justioe of the Citizenship Court , quoting 

tram a letter from Messrs · ansfield , cMUrray and Cornish , rela­

tive to the necessity for the presence of the Indian gent or 

a troop ot soldiers at Tuskahoma during the counting of the vote 

tor Principal Chief ot the Chaeta Nation . 

On the 18th instant {lTD 5727-1902 , the Department 

advised you fully relative to the action to be taken by you , or 

the Indian Agent under your direction , at that time . 

The A~torney General has been requested, in accordance 

with your recommendation, to direct the United States rshal 

to be present with a sufficient number of deputies to keep the. 

peace. 

You are further advised that the Department does not 

desire and will not tolerate any inter~erence on the part of the 

United tates officers of this ep~rtment with the tribal author­

ities in the discharge of their duties, excrept whatever may be 

necessary to preserve order and to keep the peace on that occasion. 

The Department desires a full report from you concerning 

the statements made by Judge Foote in an extract transmitted by 
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Judge Adams. Should any special exigency arise requiring different 

action, you will wire the Department for instructions. 

Copy of Judge Adams ' letter and also copy of tha 

extract of the letter from ~udge Foote to Judge dams , are inclosed 

herewith. 

2 inclosures. 

Respectfully , 

(Si gned){Thos . Ryan 

Acting ecretary . 

Copied on October 10, 1934, from files of Superintendent of 

Five Civilized Tribes , MUskogee , Okla . 
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Greensboro, • C. Se:pt. 18 , 1902. 

Secretary of the Interior, 

Washington, D. c. 
Dear Mr· Secretary: 

Please f ind herewith enclosed extracts f~om a letter 

I have Just recei ved :from Judge Foote , with reference to condi­

tions in the Indian Terri tory . I am al so in receipt or · a letter 

tram the firm of Mansfield , McMurray & Conni sh , South McAlester . 

I.T., of the 15t h, i ns t ant , in which they say : 

ffThe outlook for the ratification of the treaty is good . 
Gov. Dukes and Gov· Johnson reissued their proclamation on the 
26t ultimo, r ecalling the election to vote for the treaty on 
Sept. 25th. It is very important on that occasion that we 
either have the Indian ent or a troop of soldiers at T[shkahomma , 
for there is great danger , judging from the threats and prepara­
tions, that t he anti-treaty people are attempting t o get in 
charge or the aami nistration, by seating Hunter as Chief . Maj . 
Hackett, the pr esent u. s. Marshal, seems to be anxious- to be 
ordered to Tishkahomma . Gov. cCurte.in does not want him under 
any circumstances, or his marshals , to be at Tishkahomma ; they 
are strong partisans and anti- treaty sympathizers , and we do not 
need them." 

This firm i s t he f i rm represent ing the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Nations . 

I do not des i re t o worry you ith these communications , 

but thought it well to send this batch t o you. 

I am, with great r e spect, 

Very t r uly , 

(Si gned) S~encer B. Adams. 
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Extr acts from a letter written by Judge Foote , from 
South McAlester , I . T., and bearing date the 15th instan.t. 

"The conduct or the parties who oppose the treaty in the 

Chickasaw Nation have, since I wrote you , been apparently qu iet, but, 

nevertheless, there has been , and is , desperation; and , but for the 

wise counse l of some disinterested people , an effort would have been 

made by armed men of the Byrd faction , campeGJL in the woods , near Tish­

omingo, to have attempted what t .hey fai led to do , owing to the, cool 

and deliberate courage and obedience to instructions or Maj . Shoenfeldt , 

on the first day of September . I think the same desperation exists 

in the Choctaw Nation; and it i s being fanned by Hunter and his 

friends, some of whom, I regret to say , are Federal officials , whan 

you know as well as I do . I am satisfied from the most reliable in­

formation that I can get, it is the intention or Hunter and his 

friends to attempt to be seated as chief of the Choctaw Nation , on the 

6th day of October next . Their plan is to have the United States 

Marshal and his deputies , who are undoubtedly sympathizers of Hunter , 

whatever they may say to the contrary , t o go t o the capital of the· 

Choctaw Nation, at Tushkahomma , under the orders of the present chief 

Dukes, who is notoriously a drunkard and utterly unfit for the office 

he holds, and, under the pretended authority of this man , throw out 

votes for cCurtain. Such a course would only bring on anarchy and 
.... 

bloodshed. Some of the officers or the Choctaw Nation are desperate· 

and determined, if possible, to thwart the will of the people , and 

the wellfare of the whole Nation. They have resorted to argument 

with the colored people and others, to the extent of even claiming that 

the President ot the UniteQ States would dishonestly receive a par t or 

the proceeds tran a sale of the coal lands. To s uch an extent have 

they gone with this charge that cCurtain, in a speech delivered 
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publically, stated that if a man who made these statements was in the 

crowd he would point him out, and the individua~ referred to, who VTS.S 

a Dr. Hartshorne, Hunter's campai gn manager for this county, got up 

and slunked away. It is also a fact that the some of Dr . Sterrett , 

who is, as you know, a representative of the United States Government 

on the Township Commission , worked actively in the field in the last 

election for Hunter, who is a. co- adjutor with his father on the Town-
. 

site Commission. The truth is, in my judgment , unless these officers , 

who are under the orders of the Attorney General and the Secretary 

or the Interior , are strongly and determindly given to unders tand 

that they shall not, under any circumstances , do anything to inter­

fere with ~he seating of cCurtain , some desperate attempt will be 

made by these men in the hope , that if Hunter is not seated everything 

will be thrown in confusion here . 

In reference to the treaty, I ~ glad to be able to inform 

you that Dukes has been induced to sign an amended proclamation , 

so that the election on the treaty ill take place on the 25th day 

ot September. 

It may seem to you that I somewhat overdrawn the picture, 

but I do assure you that from all the sources of information I 

have, and which I do not think :proper to set forth fully on :paper, a 

more extraordinar y unscrupulous set of men than t hose to ~hom I 

refer never existed. 

Delicacy, perhaps, would f orbid me to speak of those who 

are like myself officers or the United States Government , but I am 

pertectly satisfied that those who represent the GovernmeDt here, 

haYe not only helped to carry on this oam:pa.ign, but to the extent 
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ot inducing by misr epr esentat i on , by attacks on t he President, 

these negroes t o vote against the treaty , which is beneficial t o 

them as well a s t o the real Indian . If these men are not strongly 

and positively ordered to keep their hands off , and from interf'ering 

in any wise with the seating of Curtai.n and the installment o-r 

the Legi sl a t ure, anarchy will result . In my opinion , if anybody 

ia sent to Tishkahamma it should be Maj . Shoenfeldt , and the United 

States Marshal and his deputies , who are clearly in opposition to 

KcCurtain and the t r eaty, should be kept away . '" 
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Mr. E.B. Smith of Muskogee told me the following: 

When Major V otor Loc·ke , Jr . ,
1 

was in the orld War , he 

was in charge at one time of some colored troops in Georgia . One 

day while t alking to one of his men he told Major Locke that he 

once had been stationed at Fort Sill and once was sent to Tushkahoma 

with other colored troops to help ~uell a little uprising in the 

Choctaw Nat ion. Major Locke at once became in teres,ted and asked 

him several questions - enough to satisfy himself that he had really 

been there - and then he asked him if there were two men in the 

oupolo of the capitol building a.t Tushkahoma . He said there 1ere 

and that the only thing he did while there was to. disarm those two 

men. Then Major Locke to·ld him that he was one of those men . At 

that the Negro fell down l aughing . The l ajor asked him what was 

so funny about that. He said that he thought it was funny to think 

that his commanding officer now had once been his prisoner or war . 

This happened in 1902. 

Rella atts. ' ..... "A V\. &.x A' i ) 
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DEP RT1 1 NT OF THE INTERIOR 
J 

lashing ton 

September 18, 1902 

United States Indian Ins:pec·tor 

for Indian Territory , Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

September 3 , 1902, you transmitted a letter from Hon . 

Green McCurtain stating that he is apprehensive of trouble when 

the ~ational Council meets for the purpose of canvassing the 

votes cast for the candidates for the office of Principal Chief 

ot the Choctaw Nation, and requesting that a company of United 

tatea troops be present at Tuskahoma on that occasion . 

Forwarding the papers Sept ember 15 , 1902 , the Commissioner 

ot Indian ~fairs agrees with you that there is no neces sity for 

the presence or troops, and concurs in your recommenda tion that 

the Depar~ent or Justice be requested to direct the U. S.Marshal 

tor the Central District of Indian Territory to assist you or 

the Indian Agent in maintaining order at that time . 

In accordance with said recommendation , the Department 

has this day requested the ttorney Gene r al to direct tha t said 

Marshal be at Tuskahoma on or about October 1st, with a sufficient 

number ot deputies to keep the peace . 

You and the ndian .Agent will, t herefore, cooperate with 

the Marshal in this matter• You will also advise Mr . cCurtain 

that there is no necessity for troops. and that appropriate steps 

will be taken to preserve the public peace. A copy of the 
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Commiasione~s letter is inclosed. 

Respectful~y , 

(SI GNED ) • • • Hitchcock 

Secretary. 

(Copy or r ecords in office of Supt. Five Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee) 



The Honorable, 

COPY 4806 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF IRS 

Washington , Sept . i5, 1902. 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report made on 

September 3 , 1902, by Inspector· Wr ight transmitting a communica­

tion dated August 30 , 190Z, from Hon . Green McCurtain , of Sans 

Bois, Choctaw Nation, Indian Territory , in which Mr . McCurtairr 

states that he has been advised that he has been ele cted Principal 

Chief of the Choctaw Nation ; t hat there is considerable feeling , 

and that from all indications there are persons who are not willing 

to acce~t the verdict of the people and who are seeking to defeat 

the publie will by force and by unlawfully tampering ith the otri­

oial returns; that the conduct of the present officials of the tribe 

ia calculated to cause trouble ; that the :present rincipal Chief is 

kept under the influence of intoxicants ; and that he (Mr · McCurtain) 

believes that the opposing political faction proposes to precipitate 

trouble at the coming session of the National Council to be held 

in October next; and he suggests the necessity for a detachment of 

troops to be present on that occasion. 

The Inspector refers to the recent election and counting 

or the votes at Tishomingo , in the Chickasaw Nation and states 

that order was kept there by the Indian Agent and the Indian police 

with the cooperation of the United States Marshal with deputy 

marshals, and he does not believe that there is any necessity for 

troops at the capital of the Cho ctaw Nation , but recommends that 

the same action be taken at the capital of the Choctaw Nation as 

was taken at the capital of the Chickasaw Nation . 
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Mr · McCurtain stated that Governor Dukes sent Light 

horsemen t o Suprema J"udge ·lesley Anderson and forcibly took away: 

trom him the pol l books for the third district of the Choctaw 

Nation while he {Judge Anderson) was in the act or counting the 

votes for district and county officers . Ins.:peo.tor v right addressed 

a letter to Governor Dukes relative to that matter and submits. for 

the info r mation of the Department the reply of Governor Dukes in 

which he states that he pro ceeded in t he matter in accordance with 

the l aw and suspen~ed nthe said esley Anderson from acting as 

Supr eme l u dge until our Genera l Council convenes and :passes upon tbe 

cha r ges :preferred against him"; that Judge Anderson declined to deliver 

the books t o s . E. Cole ~ho had been appointed temporary Supreme 

Judge , and that thereupon Governor Dukes sent his light horsemen 

to se ize the :poll books and turn them over to Judge Cole . 

The office agrees with the Inspector that there seem to 

be no r eason for the employment of troops at the capital of the 

Choctaw Nation at the meeting of the National Council the re , and 

respectf ully recommends that the Inspector be authorized to proceed 

in t he manner suggested by him . 

Very respeetfully, 
Your obedient servant , 

W. A. Jones , 

w.c.v.(s ) Commi ss loner . 
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THE WESTERN UNION TELOORAPH COMPANY 

10/7/02 

rashington a 

Shoenfelt Ind Agt and Actg Inspr . 

uskogee , • T. 

211: 

Do not interfere in tribal affairs of seating members or counting 

votes your duty i s simpl y to keep the peace t o which end the depart­

ment or justice i s instr ucting its representative to cooperate with 

you and be l a rgel y guided by your sugges,tions Should bloodshed between 

tactiona or tribes be eminent wire me and troops will be asked for 

to keep the peace 

E. A. Hitchcock Seoy. 

(Copy of telegr~:in offi ce of Supt. Five Civilized Tribes , uskogee ) 



RUSH Collect Government ·Rate . 

Tushkahoma , Indian Territory , October 8 1902. 

Ron. Secretary Interior , 

Washington , D. c. 

Am very reliably informed tha t winchesters in large numbers are 

bei ng brought in here . Conflict bet een contending factions seems 

imminent. Have only t elve policemen . rshals for ce about the 

same number . Am doing ever ything i thin my power to prevent blood­

shed. Troops should not be delayed a moment . 

Hon Secretary of Interior, 

rashingt en , D. C. 

Slwenfel t , 

cting United States Indian Inspector 

Tushkahoma , Indian Territory , October 9 
1902. 

Box cont ain ng about forty winchester rifles has been this day 

se i zed at station Tushkahoma . 

SH O NFELT , 

Agent & Acting Inspector . 



Tushkahoma , Indian Terri tory , 
October 13 , 1902 . 

The Honorable, 

Sir: 

The Secretary of the Interior , 

Washington , D. c. 

I have the honor to transmit herewi th a brief report con­

!irming my telegram of the tenth instant , in which I stated: 

" Imminent danger of a conflict between contending factions . 
Armed Li ght Horse in Capitol building refusing admission to certain 
membe r s and Choctaw citizens . Large crowd Cho ctaws seeking arunission , 
but are refused by Governor Dukes and supported by armed Light Horse . 
This action has. aroused a feeling of indignation . Have j ust had 
conference with United States Marshal . He refuses to adopt my 
suggestions or be guided by t hem or co-operate with me . Unless· a. 
company of troops are sent here I firmly believe there will be a clash 
between the factions . I , therefore , request that a company of 
soldiers be sent here at once . Your telegram of last night received 
and have been and now am fully complying with instructions therein . " 

I regret to ·state that Marshal Hackett took a different 

pos i tion ad vie ied the situati on differently from what I did and 

would not consent nor give me his co-operation in disarming the men 

in the Capi tol building who were guardine the door and patrolin the 

hall s with winchesters and pistols • I had a number of conferences 

with him in reference to preventing a confli ct between the contending 

r aotions and at all times maintained that the only way to prevent 

violence and the loss of life was to disarm all persons in the building, 

and to di sar.m all persons enterir.g the building , and allow Choctaw 

citizens t o assemble ~eaceably (under their constitutional right) 

without mol estation or interferenc·e f rom any person , in order that 

they mi ght proceed in the uaual way without interference . 

On l ast Monday morning when the legisla tive body assembled 

and triba l offioers end apparently peaceable Choctaw citizens walked 

up the steps to ent er the Capitol buildine , they were confronted with 
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armed men at the door and these men admitted such persons as they 

desired to permit in the building and refused dmission to others , 
giving no reason for such refusal , except that they would not be 

allowed to enter the building . The persons turned away from the 

building (and I may say that very few ~ere permitted to enter) 

appealed to me to be permitted to enter their Capitol building , assur­

ing me that they would enter peaceably and that they would not commit 

violence nor injure any one; that all they asked was to be allowed 

to enter their own Capitol building . 

I then announced publicly to the large crowd of angry and 

infuriated men to rema in quiet , and that mysel~ and the United States 

Marshal were consulting together and that every effort would be made to 

per.mit them to go into t he building . In company with Marshal Hackett , 

upon the request of G. T. Dukes , Principal Chief , we held a conference 

in the executive chamber . I urged upon him t o permit all Chaeta s 

to peaceably assemble in their Capitol and to disarm all persons in 

the Capitol building , and that , with the co-operation of arshal 

Backet, we would be able to prevent any per son from beins injured ; 

this, the arshal refused to do and urged Governor Dukes not to yield 

nor disarm the men . 

Just as the conference closed, probably 150 men made a deter-

mined rush for the Capitol building . met them at the door and 

prevailed upon them to a it patientl y , and told them that we ere 

endeavoring as speedily as 9ossible to arrange ith the Principal Chief 

ot the nation for their adm:ssion . The Principal Chief then agreed that 

he would allow certain persons , I think f ive in number, whom he stated 

were either members or contested members of the legislature , to enter 

the building. These persons were then notified to enter the building, 
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and I was informed during the afternoon on ~onday that a regular 

legislative body had been organized and it appeared to me that there 

would be no further trouble . 

On Tue sday morning menbers were turned away and were not 

permitted to enter the Capitol building . A large crowd of angry 

men appealed to the .LvJ.arshal and myself and urged that if they l!Tere 

not permitted to enter the building , at least we :protect those persons 

whom the Governor the day :previous allowed to enter and now denied 

admission. I then conferred ~ith the arshal and again appealed to 

hDn to co-operate with me in disarming every :person in the Capitol 

building and to permit Choctaws to peaceably assemble , disarming them 

before entering the building , in order that they might :Proceed with 

the business which they had been called together to perform. This 

suggestion he refused to be guided by and stated that he ould not 

assist nor co-operate with me if I attempted to disarm anybody in 

the building • He then threw a force of deputy marshals around the 

porch of the building and mounted the steps and stated to the 

crowd that all persons would be permi tted to enter the Capitol build­

ing !2 far~ the United States Government ~ concerned ; that 

the United States Government invited all persons to enter the building , 

provided they would do so peaceabl y , one at a time . The first man that 

walked up on this invitation to enter the building , was met at the 

door by armed men and was refused admi ssion . He appealed to the 

MarShal who was standing near the entrance , stating that this man in 

the door threatened hi s life , i f he entered the bQilding; that he 

was afraid the men in the door would kill him i f he entered the build­

ing and appealed to him to p rotect his life in order tha t he might 

paaa into the building• The rshal refused to answer him and was 
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ordered off the porch . He then said t o the arsha l , "You have s t ated 

that all persons coul d enter the building , if t hey did so peaceably . 

I am peaceable and a Choota citizen and I desi re to go into my Capi t ol 

building. I f I go i n there , I believe the man wi l l shoot me . " I then 

held a hurried cons ul tation with the ·arshal , quietly , and stated to 

him that t he life o f the man who apDealed to him was threatened ; that 

he believed he woul d be killed , and that I believed he would be killed 

it he att empted t o pass the men with guns and that inaamuch as he had 

publicly guarant eed them protection , in the name of the United States , 

it was our dut y to protect him; that after they shot him it would be 

too lat e t o pr otec t hiln; and that it dld seem to me that an invitat i on 

trom a Uni ted States rshal or myself to enter that building , assuring 

them protec tion , provided they entered peaceably , that it was our duty 

to see that the man was not interfered with b armed men. The only 

answer the arsh al vol unteered to my statement was that he would dis­

arm no one. I then again appealed to him that if the man en t ering the 

building was ki l led after having been invited to enter by the United 

States Mar shal and that when he did so , in a peaceable manner , was met 

at the door by armed men who tol d him that i f he entered the build i ng 

he would be shot , and such statement made in the presence of the r ­

shal, that i n my judgme n t tha t would not be keeping the peace , but that 

it was our duty to s ee that be ~as not mol ested , and t ha t if re did that 

we were clearly fi t hin the l ine or our dut y and were keeping the peace 

and that in doing so we er e not interfering ith the tribal aff airs 

ot the Choctaw Nation. He then s t ated to me , - "you may disarm those 

men in the ha ll and i n the door , if you want t o do so; I will not be 

a part to it." I then asked him, - " ill you co- operate with me in 

d1aar.m1ng these men who prevent persons entering t he building peaceabl y 
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upon this invi tat i on given by you?" He answered , - "I will not . " 

I then state d to him,- •r ill you co- operate with me in disarming 

these men, as my police force is not sufficient , there being o.nly 

12 of them here?" His ans er was , - "I will not . I will not disa~ 

anybody in that building nor in that door . " I then asked him,- "Will 

you assist i n protecting my policemen and myself while disarming these 

men?" His answer was ,- ' will not . " 

I then counseled with the angry crowd and urged them to be 

peaceful and to make no attempt to overpower the armed men in the 

building by force , and I assured them that the Government when proper ly 

advised of t he condition would protect them in the ir right to enter 

their Capitol building ithout interference from anyone , so ong as 

they did so as peaceful citizens . 

Gr een McCurtain and other representative Choctaws then urged 

me to ask t hat a company of soldiers be despa tched here at once; that 

he could not control his friends ; that they ere determined men and 

were arming t hems elve s and that he was unable t o control them if they 

were barred out of their capitol by an armed force . 

Late that night I was informed that seve ral consignments of 

winchester rif l es would be unloaded at the station , and that winchesters 

and revolvers were being packed in overl and . I immediately went to 

the station· and when the train arrived I seized one box of winchester 

rifles and turned t hem over to the eputy United States Marshal . I 

learned from t he agent that one box had been received the night before 

and was delivered to the parties to whom the same were consiened. 

I urged both polit ical fa ctions to refrain from vi olence and 

announced that troo~ s had been asked f or . This seemed t o pacif y 
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McCurtain's fr iends as they felt that the arrival of troops would 

give them a n op ortunity t o enter the building and that the Supreme 

Judges, the custodians of the poll books , would be protected in enter­

ing the bui lding and delivering the same to the proper author ities . 

Un der the Cho ctaw law , the vote must be canvassed within the 

first week of the assembling of the legislature , and on Friday noon 

when no word as received that troops were ordered , ~cCurtain ' s friend s 

became very restless and ere preparing to take possessi on of the 

building. Late that afternoon I received your telegram that troops 

had been a sked for and that two companies of the 25th Infantry would 

be despatched t o Tushkahoma at once ; this very much relieved th 

situ Ation and all seemed perfectly willing to await the arrival of 

the troop s. On aturday forenoon I received a message from ajar 

Starr stat i ng that , barring no accidents , he would arrive at Tushka­

homa station at 2 :30 that afternoon requesting that I meet him at 

the station, which I did and hurriedly held a conference with him ; 

le immedia t ely started ith his troops to the Capitol building, t o 

and one-ha l f miles distant . He arrived a t the Capitol about four 

o'clook in the evening . hile i n confer ence with him in reference 

to the situati on Iarshal Hackett presented himself an urged upon the 

commanding officer not to disarm the men stationed at the doors of 

the Capitol building and in the halls as th ey ere Light Horse en 

appointed by • , • Hunter , rincipal Chief of the nation , d to 

diaarm them would be interfering in tribal af fa irs and a violation 

ot the Choctaw l aw . I stated to the commanding officer that a body 

ot armed men were stat i oned in t he door and corri dors of the Capitol 

and that they we r e armed; that the y ere preventing peaceful citizens 

trom eDtering thei r Capital build i ng in order that they might tr nsact 
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their legislative and other business . He immediately threw a 

guard around the building and ordered all armed men in the yard to 
1-

step on the outside. He then entered the bu ilding with a squad of 

soldiers an.d disarmed every person who was willing to surrender his 

arms; those who were not, were requested to step outside of the 

building and out of the yard, ~hich ordera all promptly obeyed . I 

then announced publicly to the large crowd that had assembled that the 

building was cleared of all armed forced and that they could enter 

the building and hoped that they would do so peaceably . All persona 

entering the building were disarmed and in a few moments all Chocta s 

desiring to enter the building were on the inside . 

I did not enter the ·building at any time during their session 

that night, nor have I been in the building since. The only violence 

that oocured in the building was a fe rough and tumble fist fights 

which oooured during the first hour of the session. I am informed 

that quite a number of encounters of that character took place , but 

they seon quieted down and proceeded with the work of canvassing 

the vote. The result was announced and Green cCurtain as s orn in 

as Chief of the Choctaw Nation, since which time there has been no 

demonstration of any kind and I understand that the legislative body 

!a oor.ducting its affairs, and that some of the members of the legis­

lature who were friends and supporters of r . Hunter and were present 

at the srune time when the oath of office as principal chief was 

administered to him have joined what the supporters of McCurtain 

maintain is the regular organization . 

I am now preparing a statement for your information setting 

torth in detail the contention of both f cttons. I do not know that 

I ehall be able to complete it before my return to Muskogee as I will 
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· be obliged to be there not later tha,n the 16t h instant in orde r the.t 

I may begin the examination and signing of my ua.rterly ccount , which 

must leave Muskogee for ashington not later than the evening or the 

19th. 

I n this conneation , I desire to sta te that , I took no· part 

whatever in the counting of the votes, nor the seating of members of 

. the legi slature nor in the settling of the.ir contests , - in fact I 

would not pennit either faction to di s cuss their troubles with me · 

alon g those lines. 

Hoping that my action here will meet with your approval ,. 

I have t he honor to remain , 

Copied by 

Your ,.., obedient servant , 

Agent & Acting United States Indian 
Inspe ctor for the Indian Territory . 

RLW from Latter Press Copy Book No . 20 in office of 
Superintendent of Five Ci v:tlized Tribes., Muskogee , 
contruning letters from U.s . Ind . Inspector to Secretary 
of Interior . 



DEPART.IvlENI' OF TH •' I~J'IERIOR 
United 'tates Indian Inspector 

for 
Indian Territory, 

?5. 

uskogee , Ind . T. October 20 , 1902. 

The Honorable, 
The Secretary of the Interior , 

Washington, D. C. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt and respectfully 

refer to your telegram to me at Tushkahoma , dated the tenth instant , 

as follows: 

''T. vJ . Hunter wires from Tushkahome. under date of yesterday 
that he had just been sworn in as rincipa l Chief of Chocta Nation . 
Department has no corroboration of this and asks you to report fully 
all facts, stating whether vote has been canvassed , and if so , by 
whom, under what circumstances and with what result; also give specific 
statement respe cting organization and proceedings of legislative 
body. Prior information was to effect that it was generally conceded 
the McCurtain had been elected Chief. " 

In accordance with the instructions contained in this tele-

gram, I wired the Department at some length on the 11th instant , 

stating the circumstances under which Hunter claimed to have been 

elected Chief, and supplementing this telegram and referring to my 

report by mail, under date of the 13th instant , relative to action 

which had been taken by me to keep the peace in accordance with 

instructions or the Department, and also referring to the several 

telegrams to and from the Department while I was at Tushkahoma , I 

now have the honor to make t he roilowing report relativ to the 

entire matter. 

In the recent e lection for tribal officers of the Choctaw 

Hat1ons, Messrs• Green McCurtain and T. • Hunter were candidates. 

The issues were tightly drawn, the principal one being the ratifica­

tion or rejection of the Supplementary Agreement as ratified by 

the Aot of Congress, approved July 1, 1902, (32 Stats., 641}. McCur-
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tain urged the ratification of the Agreement and the Hunter party 

opposed it. Principal Chief Dukes supported Hunter• Fr~ what I 

oan understand, Principal Chief Dukes , in the interest of Mx . Hunter, 

attempted to remove Mr · wesley nderson , the Supreme Judge of the 

Third District of the Choctaw Nation . This matter has heretofore been 

brought to the attention of the Inspector and I would respectfully 

refer to his letter of ' eptember 4 , last , wherein he f orwarded a com­

munication from Honorable Green McCurtain, in which it was stated that 

there would undoubtedly be trouble at the counting of the votes , 

and with which letter there wa s trans:nitted a copy of a communication 

fro . Principal Chief Dukes rela tive to the r emoval of Judge Anderson . 

Supreme Judges are custodians of the poll books, and it would , 

therefore, appear that Duke s thought that by removing Anderson , one 

of such judges, and a ppointing a new judge it would be to the advantage 

ot Hunter, and in that way he would be able to secure at least a por­

tion of the poll books. 

There are three Judicial Districts in the Choctaw Nation , 

and when an election is held the precinct officers count and seal 

the vote in their precinct and transmit it to the sherifr ·of the 

county, and he to the Supreme Judge of the distri~t and it is by him 

held until the assembling of the legislature, and it is the duty 

ot the Supreme Judges to deliver the poll books from their districts 

to the National Secretary, who in turn delivers them to the Speaker 

ot the House of Representatives, who shall proceed to examine and 

oount all the legal votes in the presence of both branches of the 

General Council and the result shall then be declared. 

The election was held on the sixth day of August , 1902, and, 

trom reports of the various districts, it appears that cCurtaln 



received a majority of 254 votes over Hunter and as mentioned in , 
telegrams from the Department , it was generally conceded that 

McCurtain was elected. The poll books for the Third District were 

sent to Judge ~ esley Anderson and afterwards he was set upon by armed 

Light Horsemen, at the instigation of Principal Ch ief Dukes , and 

all poll books f or county officers and some for national officers 

were taken and delivered to one Silas Cole , who thereupon issued 

certificates of election. 

It is mainta ined by Mr •McCurtain that proc·eedings to r~ove 

Judge esley nderson were illegal ; tha t Anderson applied to the 

Chief Justice of the Supreme Court of the Choctaw Nation for a wri t 

of injunction against the Chief , but Dukes disregarded it and appointed 

Silas Cole as his successor . It is also further contended that the 

question as to the legality of the proceedings by Dukes to remove 

Anderson were submitted to the National ttorney and that he held the 

same to be illegal . 

As to the vote for rincipal Chief in the First and Second 

Districts, there appeared t o be no dispute or question. 

Council met in accordance with the provisions of the law 

on the first onday of Octobe r , 1902 , the sixth instant . Armed men , 

under instructions from Principal Chief Dukes , refused admission to 

the McCurtain men. These men appealed to me t o give th~ assistance 

in order that they might be permitted to enter their Capitol building 

and take part in the organization of the National Council and its 

proceedings. I held a conference with Principal Chief Dukes, in 

company with Marshal Hackett, and a t first prevailed upon Dukes to 

a~it certain parties who were ei ther members or claimed to be members 

ot the Council, and urged him to allow all other persons who desired 
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to peaceably assemble and transact business , but this he refused to 

do. It appears~ however, that, as stated in my previous report , 

with what few persons the Principal Chief permitted to enter the 

building both Houses of the legislative body organized , having quorums , 

with Mr• James Bower Pre sident of the Senate and Mr . Robert J . Ward 

Speaker of the House of Representatives . Afterwards , while in 

session, members were ordered out of the Capitol by armed men , under 

instructions rrom Dukes, and members who had retired were not allowed 

to return and under the circumstances adjournment was taken . Admission 

to the Capitol was repeatedly refused by armed men and the Council 

withdrew and continued their sessions at a hotel near the Capitol 

building in order, as I understand it , to maintain their organization . 

The United States Marshal and myself were appealed to and 

urged to give a ccess to the Capitol building and protection to parties 

desiring to enter. I urged the Marshal to a id end assist me in disarm­

ing the men who were blocking the door and patroling the corridors. 

The Marshal positively refused to assist me in any way and stated 

that should I attempt to di sarm: anybody in the building that he would 

not aid me or support my men in doing so , and intimated that it might 

not be safe for me to attempt such a radical step . 

As stated in my previous report, Mr · Green McCurtain and 

other representative Choctaws then urged me to request that you send 

at least one company or infantry in order that the building might be 

cleared and give the Supreme dUdges an opportunity to canvass the 

vote. These Judges were afra id to enter the Capitol building as they 

lelt certain that the vote of the nation would be taken away from them, 

and, trom what information I oould procure, they had in their possess­

ion the sealed poll books of 50 precincts out of 51 in the nation. 
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When the troops arrived I detailed a detachment of Indian 

Police to accompany the Supreme Judges to protec.t them from the hote l 

to the Cap itol building and I requested arshal Hackett t o send at 

least t wo or his deputy marshals with my policemen to accompany and 

guard these Judges fro_ interference , ~hich he refused to do . He 

immediately 7ent to his camp , withdrew his men and le~t without even 

the courtesy of reporting his departure to me and I have not seen him 

since. 

Aft er the Supreme Judges arrived at the entrance to the 

Capitol I wi thdrew my policemen and these Judges were escorted and 

protected by soldiers under corunand of Major Starr to the Supreme 

Court chamber , where I understand they delivered the vote in accord­

ance with t he Chaeta la ; the same was counted and the result 

declared; that Green [cCurtain as then called for by the joint Houses , 

presented h imself and was s orn in as Principal Chief , having been 

declared elected by a majority of the votes cast at the recent election . 

It appears that the possession of the poll books was the bone 

ot contention. They were in the custody of the Supreme Judges as 

required by the law. It was maintained by cCurtain ' s friends at 

Tushkahoma that it was the object and purpose of the Dukes-Hunter 

people to secure pos sessi on of the sealed pol l books in the hands 

ot the Supreme Judge s and des t roy them , espe cially since there was 

no provision for a spe cial ele c t i on and the destruction of such 

poll books, would, theref ore , continue ukes in orfi ce as Principal 

Chier. 

The Choctaw law requires that t he vote be counted wi t hin the 

tirat week of the assembling ot the Coun cil. It was feared that the 

troo~a would be delayed until the expiration of t he week and Dukes 
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thereby perpetuated as the tribal executive . The arrival of the 

'roops, however, was timely , as I am. perfectly satisfied that prior 

to the expiration of the week there would have been a concerted and 

desperate effort on the part of the excited and angry members of the 

two factions, one either to secure p ossession of the Capitol or the 

other to secure possession of the poll books . 

All that McCurtain's friends i nsisted upon was that they be 

given access to the Capitol and afford.ed protection in counting the 

votes. In other words that all Choctaws who desiredto peaceably and 

quietly enter the building be allowed to do so , r egardless of the 

political faction with which they might be affilia ting . 

The organization of the Council , as near as I can ascertain , 

waa neTer questioned , cCurtain having a maj ority in the Senate and 

it was maintained by him that he had at least two majority in the 

House, but i n order to give Hunter a majority in the House three 

members who presented themselves with certificates from the regular 

officers of the counties who were authorized to grant such certificates 

were refused admission to the Capitol and Dukes immediately appointed 

three members of the l egislature , de c·l aring the seats of the three mem­

bers who presented themselves vacant , giving no cause or reason for do­

ing so. This irritated McCurtain and his friends and , as stated above , 

they were det ermined, unless relief was atf·orded them , to go into the 

Capitol building regardless of the armed foree that was endeavoring to 

prevent them; this, in my judgment, woul d have precipitated a serious 

conflict and many persons would have been killed . 

As long as Principal Chief Duke s and Hunter had the su port 

ot the United States Marshal , together with his large force of deputies 

&r.med with winchesters, they felt that they were in command of the 
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ait ation and proceeded, as it appeared to me , in a high-handed 

and unwarranted manner . 

As to the unseating of the three members of the House , if 

there was any objection to be urged against these members who oame 

with regular certificates and were admitted and sworn in on the 

first day of the session and turned out on Tuesday , it appears to me 

that the only way to settle the question of the eligibility or right 

to a seat in the legislative body should have been passed upon by 

the Council itself, as under their Constitution such Council is the 

sole judge of the qualifications of its mernbers . 

I have endeavored to procure statements from the leaders 

ot both contending factions and called upon them for s~e . Mr . McCur ­

tain under date of the 14th instant , furnished a statement in detail 

rela tive to the matter, which communication is respectfully transmitted , 

and referri ng to the telegram first above quoted , in ~hicb you asked 

me to ascertain under what circumstances , etc ., Mr . Hunter had taken 

the oath as Chief , I made particular effort to procure a statement 

trom Mr· Hunter. I called upon and personally interviewed him, and 

he stated at that time that he would submi t a report in writing , and 

I respectfully enclose the same herewith , dated the 14th instant , 

and which gives but little information . He refers , however , to an 

additional statement which he has up. to this time failed t o submit , 

although I have frequently requested him to do so. On the 15tb instant 

I addressed Mr . Hunter a communication , copy of which is respee:ttllllly 

enclosed, in which I acknowledged the receipt of his report of the 

14rth and asked it he desired to present any other and further facts 

an4 circumstances, and that, i~ so, I would held my report a reason­

able time to allow him to se t forth his contentions. Jln response. to 
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this note Mr. Hunter stated to my messenger that he was too busy 

at that time on other matters of vital importance to comply with 

mJ request, and I have to this time heard nothing further from him. 

As to his statement that he was notified that the vote 

for Principal Chief had been canvassed , I have to respectfully state 

that the only votes that had been counted , according to the statement 

ot himself and ex-Chief Dukes , were the votes that were in the pos s­

ession of Silas Cole , claimed to be the newly appointed Supreme Judge 

and acting under the orders or Dukes. So far as I can ascertain , the 

only votes in the possession of Cole ere those covering one or two 

precincts which give a majority to Hunter , leaving probably 48 or 49 

precincts out of 51 uncounted and which , as heretofore stated , were 

afterwards counted in the Capitol building, when the troops arrived 

and allowed the Judges a ccess thereto, and cCurtain declared elected. 

In conclusion , I desire to say most emphatically , while I 

regret to do so , that had nnited States rshal Racket co-operated 

with me in removing the irritating cause , to-wit , the armed men in 

possession of the Capitol building , the hole matter could have been 

settled and determined on the first day of the sess ion of the Council 

without the necessity or expense of troops being brought to Tushkahama . 

During the whole time that I was at Tushkahama I endeavored 

to exercise good judgment and keep strictly within the lines of legal 

authority and the instructions of the Department , follo ng out the 

policy of strict neutrality. My one a im was to allow the tribal 

authorities to proceed in accordance with their own customs , ~ithout 

lawlessness, and to afford the legisl tive body full opportunity to 

aa amble in the usual ma nner, free from a ll armed or other violent 
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interfer ence. 

From all I can learn from reliable authority , Green McCur t ai n 

has been ele ~ted Chief of the Choctaw Nation by a major ity of about 

250 Yates , should all of the votes , including those forcib~y taken from 

Supreme Judge Anderson , have been counted . It will be noted , however , 

that Mr . cCurtain gives the total number of votes as finally counted 

by the l egi slature to be 1645 for himself , and 956 for Hunter, giving 

McCurta in a ma j ori t y of 689 votes . These figures I understand to be 

oorre ot. Up to a few weeks prior to the meeting of this council it 

was gene r a l ly conceded by all concerned that McCurtain was ele cted and 

that Hunte r ha d given up the election , but it seems that undoubtedly 

his (Hunter ' s} fri ends have influenced him in placing himself in this 

position, and i n justice to him I do, not be lieve that any of this col'll­

trover sy would have arisen had it not been for such influence . 

\Vhile I was not actually present in the capitol building 

when the vot e s were count ed , still the information I have received 

haa been obtained fr om most reliable sources , and I em satisfied is 

correet. I did not consider that my inst r uc tions simpl y to take such 

steps as were necessa r y t o keep the peace would permit me to inspect 

the poll books and see that the votes had been properl y counted , but , 

instead, t he council canvassed t he votes i n a ccordance with its l aw 

and cus toms , and I accep ted the resul t as given out by t hem. 

I respectfully a sk t ha t my r eport from Tuskahoma , under dat e 

ot the 13th instant , be cons idered. i n connec t ion with t his r eport . 

l.B. S . (WAC & J) • 
ol 

Very r es pectfully , 
Your obedient ser vant , 

u. s. Ind i an Agent an d Acting I ns pec tor 
tor I ndian Territory. 
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ashington , D. c., November 4 , 1902. 

The Honorable, 

Sir: 

The Secretary of the Interior 
t 

In compl iance with your request , I have · the honor t o 

herewith state additional facts relative to the actions of arshal 

Hackett in the matter of keeping or attempting to keep the peace at 

the Choctaw capitol at Tushkahoma during the recent meeting of the 

Choctaw legislature hen the vote for governor as counted . 

I did not meet ]arsbal Hackett until October 3 , the day 

before I left for Tushkahoma, which is about 150 miles from Union 

Agenay. Upon my arrival with my force of Indian police I discussed 

existing condi t i ons with the Marshal , and was informed by him that 

he would disarm no one , and that if Governor Dukes kept the Cho ctaws 

out of the capi t ol building, he would not interfere . I suggested 

to the mar shal that it was our duty to ke ep the peace and prevent a 

conflict be t ween the contending factions; also that by disarming the 

armed force s in the capitol and permitting every Choctaw to go into 

the building :peaceably , e would not be interfering in tribal affairs,, 

but would be s i mply keeping the peace . 

In reply he stated to me positively that he would not disarm 

any person, and .believing that he was timid and fearful of overstepp­

ing his authority, I suggested a consultation with United States 

District Attorney 1ilki ns , of the Central istri ct , stating to h~ 

that I felt certain that Mr . ilki ns woul d advi se him that i t was 

our duty to disarm all persons who were a menace t o the peace a nd who 

were interfering with Choc taws who had assured us t hey desired to ent er 

the building as peaceable cit izens and would not crea te a dis turbance 
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ot any kind. 

The marshal advised me that he was actine under higher 

authority and that Judge Clayton, of the Central District of the 

Indian Territory, had advised him as to his duty; that he was going 

to follow the advice of the Judge , and was doing so; and that it was 

no use for us to discuss the matter further • He also informed me 

that he had consulted with Governor Dukes and had decided that Gover­

nor Dukes bad authority under the law to prevent persons from entering 

the capitol building, or to per.mi t them to do so , as he saw fit , and 

that he would not allow Green cCurtain or anyone else to override 

the legally constituted authorities . 

I thereupon invited his attention t o that part of the tele­

gr~ rece ived by him from the Attorney General which di re cted him to 

be "largely guided by my suggestions , " in reply to which he stated 

that he did not propose to be guided by the suggestions of anyone ex­

cept that of Judge Clayton; that he would disarm no one; that if Gov-

ernor Hunter refused to admit Choctaws , that was none of our affair; 

that Governor Hunter's light horsemen were his peace officers , and that 

it Governor Hunter wanted to fill the buildine with light horsemen, 

he could do so; and that he , the marshal , would not be a party to 

overthrowing their government by disarming light horsemen or any one 

elae. 

I urged upon him that I understood e had been ordered there 
we 

to prevent a conflict between the contending factions; tha!/were 

on the ground with sufficient force to maintain order and that if we 

permitted one faction to take possession of the capitol and keep 

others out, a confl i ct was inevitable, which ould result in great 

loas or life; that both facti ons appeared to be deter.mined, and that 



it seemed to me that so long as we permitted one faction to arm its' 

tollowers and t ake forc ible :possession of the building , we were not 

keeping the peace and doing our duty ; that I believedit was our 

plaiD duty as officers of the govermnent to see that all Choctaw citi­

zens who did so peaceably could exercise their constitutional right 

to enter the capitol KKiijtmg without being interfered with by men 

armed with inchester ri~les, and further , that it ms our duty to 

' see that all Choctaw citizens were not molested in going into and out 

ot the capitol building without regard to the :political faction with 

which they might be affiliating , that ?Y so doing we would be giving 

the Choctaw people an opportunity to conduct their affairs withou t 
• 

intetterenoe; that we would be in no way violating our instructions; 

and that in fact it was our only course in order to prevent bloodshed . 

In answer to the above arguments he replied: "You and I are 

as tar apart as the east is from the ~est; I will disarm no one ; I 

will not assist you in doing so, and will not :pe.rmit you or anyone 

else to break the peace . n 

On the day of the above conversation , the marshal went to 

the captain and lieutenant of my police force and urged upon them 

that he was right in no disarming the armed men in the capitol , in 

this way endeavoring to dissuade them from obeying my orders should 

deoiaive a ction become necessary in order to quell a disturbance . 

hen this was reported to me by the :police officers mention­

ed, I examined them closely and they assured me positively that 

what they stated was corrected and that they stood ready at any t~e 

to make oath thereto. I know them both to be absolutely reliable 

men who were not :personally interested in the controversy and were 
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not parties to e i ther fa ction , having been on the police for ce a t 

the Union Agency for the Dast sixteen years . 

The marshal at all times urged ukes and Hunter to refuse t .o 

yield to my suggesti ons that they disarm the men in the building . He 

stated to them t ha t armed men had a right there ; that they were light 

horsemen and au thor i zed to bear arms and he was there to see that 

the laws were upheld ; that their government was not overthrmm ; and 

that it was for them to say who should or should not enter the building , 

also that he would be guided largely in his actions by what they 

ad vi sed. 

After • Hunter took the oath of office as chief , upon 

the count of one precinct out of 51 , Marshal Racket , recognized him 

as governor and used his force of deputies in guarding the capitol 

building and suppor t i ng the armed men inside who were claimed by 

Hunter to be his light horsemen , and the marshal increased his force 

ot deputies from e i ght to thirty five without informing me of his 

action. 

The t r oops arri ved on Saturday af ternoon . On the Friday 

night previous, t he marshal , in company with unter , called upon 

Green McCurtain a t his hotel , and , as I am reliabl informed , 

Hunter proposed to McCurt ain t o withdraw the armed force , consent t o 

a count or the returns, and t o allow cCurt ain t o take the oath and 

assume the duties of of fic e if he (McCurtain ) would consent to a 

division of the pa tronage, t o which proposi t ion, I am a l so inf ormed. 

McCurtain refused to accede. 

On se turday aft ernoon, upon t he a r r i val of the troops·, 

Hackett presented himself to fu jor St err, the commanding officer, 

and attempted to induce him to refrain from disarming the men in the 
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capitol and those who were guarding the corridors and doors , stating 

to the officer that they were light horsemen appointed by the new 

goyernor, Hunter. The marshal also sent for • Hunter and introduced 

him to Major Starr as "Governor Hunter , " The Major declined to 

discuss the situation with r • Hunter , who thereupon ithdrew. 

It appears that marshal Hackett ' s conversation convinced 

lle.jor Starr that there was danger of a conflic·t between the factions , 

and he informed marshal Hackett that his idea of preventing a breach 

ot the peace as a removal of the irritating cause , and further , that 

the government was on the ground with ample force , and if there ere 

armed men in the capitol building who were a menace to the p eace , 

thef would and should be disarmed; also the t he was there .. with 

sufficient force to prevent bloodshed and would see that this was done . 

Against this proposed action the marshal protested , terming 

it a highhanded outrage and an overthro~ing of the Choctaw government 

by military force. However , he withdrew his deputies and sent them 

home without informing me of his departure . 

Permit me to state that I have no personal feeling in this 

matter, but have reported the facts as they actually occured and as 

m, official duty requires me . I beg ~o further state that every 

statement made by me can be verified under oath. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant , 

United States Indian gent, 
Union ency. 
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OFFICE OF 'niE SUPELUNTE DENT OF SCHO OLS FOl: I DJ AN TE RITORY 

Hon' rab e J. Geor ge V rip,ht, 
U. s . Indian Ins e ~ tor 

M r __, e , I . T . 

Dear sir : 

Mus ro Pe , 
De r ember 

nd. Ter . 
8, 899 

In response to our equ s t , I h ve marie SQffiP · n qu iry 

(' n rern ng h n r Fl. on of $ 0 o. e r e t1 T 

" 
ffiP f' by the 

C ho ~t a•· r 1nr i "for r e a irs ~=tnn im rov em~=> n s on tl:!P A mstron 

Or han r a emy . ~f · nd h t he Counri1 inten e 0 ay at 

ppro riat ') fl ut o tl .e · S('h o1 nd , he interest upon whi h 

amo,~nts o ~2473 . and does not r nme wi hin the Drovis· ~ns 

f he Cur t s bi 1. 

S • ;~ . Hunt er of t he rmst on~ ArA. m desires to pu rh-

se about forty ron bedsteads , re ir f oars Rn rei1 · ngs n 

the Ara emy building nrl provide a p1qr ~~ her t P ryu_ i1s ran 

b11.t he . 

As 11 of these ep i s nd ·m rovements a e neene , I 

reromrnen th t t~e appro pria . nn b 1 be noroved . 

No. ~&; 7 4 

L. S . 

Respertf " s11bm · ted 

( S i ned ohn • Benedi t 

Su t . of r hoo1s n I . T. 

En ors ment : ~usr. oge~ , I. T. Der. 18 , 18 9 Suot . J .. Benedict 
aela ve o Cho (' a~ a('t to mqke ren irs of A rnstron Arade m 

~9P~~d GBD 4 / 2/34 
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A RESOLUTION AUTHOrt i ZI NG THE SALE OF SITE OF SPENCER 
ACADE ~Y AND ALL PROPE TY BELONGING Tf. E ETO 

BE IT RESOLVED br the G neral C n C' il of the Choct aw Nat i on 

Assemb e d : Th the r esent s te, rn rovernen t s nd orooer v 
- ., 

ronnerted nd belon ing to S enrer Araderny be and the saine is 

hereb mqde subj ert to sale . 

Be it fur her resolved , tha he sher ff of K am t ~ oun y , 

Choc aw at i n , s he eb ~utho zed And directed o roceed 

at on~e o Rke an · nventory of a 1 the stor effeC'. s and 

nr er be ng ing t he sa · a Snenrer A~ demy and af er i n 

thirty days not ce n the p ers publ hed in tte Chortaw Nat-

ion to offe r t he s me for s le to the h ghest b dder ~t ~ubli 

Aucti n. 

Be i fu ther reso ved , Th he sher ff sha 1 ~11 he farm 

A.nd n sture and A l im~ ovemen s t hereon togetther , ~nd a 1 

othe ro e ty se ately; and tha t he she f shq 1 g ive t e 

nurrh ser o the s d f rm and sture nd im rovernents thereon , 

t he Dreference of pA.rin cash i n full , or one ha f down and the 

other h lf n a rredi t of twelve months by iving a note w th 

good s ~ur ty , bearing t n ~e enturn n e es annum rom 

date of sa e, ayab e to he Na ona 

Nation, of his surcesso s in off ce . 

east ~ of the Choc aw 

be it furthe r e ed , ha t the sheri f shal l sell he 

cattle by he b1nc h , t he ho s by the bunrh , the t horses and 

mules single or by the span · th o se urni ure by the b ~ 
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room set, an a 1 t he effects , su,.. h qp garm mplements , 

h'irness, ons , ha r-ks, w ndmi 1, s hop too s, etc . s paratP y . 

Be it fu the r e s That h eriff shall be a lowed 

Five dell a s er d _y, not o exr,ee t n days , for ar,tual ser­

vices rend ed n c rry ng ou he sa e d r e ~t e by th is 

r e solution . 

Be it further res ol ed , h t the she ' iff s ha 1 urn nt 

th e Ational t e sury al l ash r ol l e ,.. ted fr m the sale of 

said S ence Ar ademy an t he _ro perty be omg · ng thereto , 

accomp nied b a full and ~omplete ep rt of t he same . 

Be it fur ther r es ol ed th t the s he iff is hereb author­

ized to ive a b 11 of sale of any and A 1 pro e t s l d unde r 

the direc n of r s res · on t e urchase B n he n9m 

of t he Ch ,..t aw at i n i f dem~nde . 

B t furt he esolved t h. t h s r e olut on take effe t 

and be in forc e from an af ter its uassa e a a proval. 

Ap proved o,..tob e 31, 9 

the Choctaw ation . 

D sa prov .n J .nu ry 3 , 9 

G. W. DUKES ' Pr ·n 

WILL IM MCKINLEY 

(se e D- 17 3 ) 

No. 713 

a Chief of 



D PARTMENT OF 'l'HE INTE I OR 

WAS HINGTON 

J ary 30 , 1901 

U. S. I ndian In pec tor 

Sir: 

for t he n n Terr ory 
Mu ko ee , I . T. 

1 

The r eso u · on of t he Gen ral nc of he Cho~taw 

Na tion ent' tled "A r eso ut on author izin t h !=! e of t he 

site of S enn e A~ ademy and ll pro. erty belon ing t he reto" 

was d ap r ed b e P esi en Janua 3 , 19 1 . 

Sa d reso ut n wa t ansm'tteo by you J 8nu 1 , and b 

1 79 

the Indian Off ir e J nu 2 , 0 ann · s e urne here -

1th or roper s os t "~ n . De tmentRl 1 tter o t e Eres -

dent nd a co ~ y of t r r e art of t he In ian Office r en lased 

h r e ith . 

Ind.. Ter. Div. 
3l7-1901 
3 enc l osures . 

No. 1713 
L. S. 

hes ectfull 

(S ~nP ) Tt . y n 

Actin Secr etary 
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DEE RTMENT OF 'IHE IN TER IOR . 

Was~ in gt on . 

December 1 0 • 
United States Indi an lnspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 

Muskogee , I . 

F . 
1471 

1900 

1 59 

The Department is in r ecei p t o f your communication of 

December 3 , 1900 , for warded by the Commissi oner of Indian 

Affairs on Dec ember 8 , 1900 , enclosin g therewith a letter 

addressed to yo u by the Su perinte n:ient of ;:>chools in t he Indian 

Terri to:ry ,. with reference to the condition s exisiting at the 

Spencer cademy Farm in the Choctaw Nat ion . 

You Te port t hat sa i d Academy was one of the Choctaw 

Boarding Schools taken charge of by the Depar t ment a year ago~ 

and the ex pense s of which have been paid from the proc eeds of 

coal and a spbalat royal ties ; that the main school building at 

said place was destroyed by fire in J"une last ~ of which full 

report was made to the epart ment , and t he school was discon-

tinu.ed; that a custodian was placed in ch arge of a ll the proper-

ty by the s uperintendent of Scho ols and is still in ch arge of 

the same; that af ter the fire occurred it was pr opose d to trans­

fer the live s toc k , implements and household furniture to other 

academies in the Choctaw Nat ion wher e they could be used to 

advantage,. but the s uperintendent of bchools of the hoctaw 

Nation protested ag~inst such a ction ~~ i thout the consent of the 

tribal authorities, a nd in order to preserve harmony the pro-



114 
1 6 0 

2 .. 

perty was al lowed to remain 
there until the meeting of th e 

Choctaw Council in October last 
, at which t irne arran emen t s 

were made for the Superintendent t o 
have a consultation with 

the uchool .Boa rd of the h 
C octaw Nation conc,erning the disuos -

• 
i ti on of said pr 0 per ty • 

Yo u ca 11 at tent i on t o the s t 9. t eme·n t 
of the Superinten -

dent tha t during the first week in October 
he at tended the 

session or said Counci 1 and met members of 
said School Board , 

but was unabl e to induce them to hold a meeting or discuss any 

echool matters , and that when he lef t there the Speaker of the 

Choctaw House and also the President of the Cho ctaw Senate pro ­

mised the Superintendent that if any le _islation concerning the 

schools should be taken up by their Council he would notified 

in order that he might confer with them conc:ernin the sa:me, and 

tha t seve ral resolutions am school a cts have been passed by the 
. 

Nationa l ouncil of said nation without consultation with the 

Superintendent of School s ; that among said resolutions one was 

passed instructin the sheriff of one of the counties in the 

Choctaw Na t i on to se ll all the proper~ belon in to the 

spencer cademy , and in compliance with said resolution the 

sheriff advertised said proper ty for sale , as appears from a 

printed sli p enclosed by the 0uperintendent in his id 

cormnun i cation . 

The superintendent al so reports that he notified t he 

Principal 0hief th t in his ju d en t sa id resol ution sho ld be 

h re S 1. dent of tre United Sta tes in order t o gi e approved by t e 
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it va l idi t y , but that the · rlncipal Chief stated that the 

property in question belonged to the , hoc taw Nat ion , a nd it 

was pr oposed t o s e 11 it and turn the proceeds over to the 

Choc taw Treasurer unless said nation was prohibited from doing 

so by t h e United tates authorities . 

I t is further stated by th Super intend en t t hat 1 t 

would be a dangerous Precede nt to permit the sale of said 

prope r t y wi thout the consent of this Lepartme nt , for the reason 

that t he n at i on might attempt t o sell property belon ing to 

other academies if such a ction were acqui esced in . 

The superintendent also repor t s that the property in 

q"~Esti on i s located in a thinly settled nei&!;hborhood a bout 

twelve miles from the nearest village and probably would brin 

ve r y l ittle; that nearly a 11 the ar ticles could be used to 

advantage at other school s , and the expense of purchasing 

such artic l es would thereby be 'iVoided;. that the 25 , 000 shingles 

advertis e d for sale were purchased since the Department assumed 

control of the schools and were aid for out of the c.ca 1 royalty 

ftmd, a n d that the grain an d some of the cattle and h ogs referred 

to in sai d advertisement a lso being to a former superintendent , 

who, under his contract with the CoiiiDlissioner of Indian Aff irs , 

was to h a ve the crop which was ra ised upon the schoo l fa rm . 

The su perintendeD t of chools urges that some action 

be taken u p on the matter immediately a s the Choctaw authoritie s 

h i remaining at sai d s chool on December 
propose to sell ev eryt ng 

d from doing so by t he United Sta t es 
20, 1900, unl es s prev en t e 

aut ho ri ti es • 
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Attention is called b you to the contents of the 

printed no t i ce advertising the sale of said property which 

includes one farm of 160 a cres and one past ure of about 300 

aores, a ni you state that "'It is not understood by wha t author-

ity the Choctaw tribal authorities could dispos e of said pro-

pe rty" ·, that a 11 the h o t er articles advertised for sa le , with 

the exception of the shingles , and excepting the ar ticles be ­

lon g in g to the former su!)erintendent 1 nwere the proper ty of th e 

Chocta w Nat ion a nd furnished b y them for th is school in years 

past . " 

You ask that the matter be considered and that you be 

advised "whether or not the United States Attorney could be 

instructed to enjoin the Choctaw tribal officials from dis pos­

ing of a ny of this property , in view of the fact that it is at 

present under the control of t he Department . " 

In reply , you are i nformed that it is considered ad vis­

able that you confer with the roper ni ted States Attorney an d 

if, in h is. j udgm.ent , a s uit can be ma in tain ed , tha t he be re­

quested t o br ing such action in t he court to restrain the triba l 

authorit ies f r om disposing of any pro erty mention ed in said 

advertis eme n t in hich t he United St tes has an interest or 

property right. 
Inasmuc h as tl:e pr i nci a l Chief of t he Choctaw Nat i on 

states tha t 'they propos e t o sell it (the pr oper t y) and t urn 

t o 
the Choctaw Trearorer unl ess t hey are 

the proceeds over 
by t he United s t a t e s authori ties ," 

prohibited from doi ng s o 
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you will not i f y said r incipa l 'hief in writing that the 

Department wil l not acquiesce in s aid sa l e but take steps to 

enjoin the same in t h e proper judicia l tribuna l if it sha ll 

63 

be found that a suit can be mainta ined . You should a l so notify 

Mr. •allace B . Butz , the late superi ntendent of the Spencer 

Academy, of the proposed sale by sa id sherLff in order that he 

may t ake such action a s he deems proper to protec t his interest 

in any of said property, 

Inasmuch as the sale is advertised for December 20th 

the Departmen t has s ent yo u a t elegram instructing you relat ive 

to the i nstitutio n of judicial proceedtngs to enjoin sa id sale . 

In transmitting your s a i d report no recomme nda tion i s 

made by t he commissioner of nd i a n Af fa irs , but a co 

report is enclosed herewith . 

of his 

Ind• Ter. liiv. 
4052-1900 
1 enclosure 

Respectfully , 

(S i gned) Thos Ryan 

Acting Secretary 

. . gton Dec 1 0 1900 , Secret a ry · 
Endorsement~ 7f l47l v; ashln t . c• ' Attorney rel . to 
telegram to confer wilt h fr ~pp!~c!r Ac; demy pr o perty. 
action to prev ent sa e o 

Copied by L 4/6/34 

Confirms 
t a king 
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DEPA TMENT 0 THE I NTER r o­

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF I rtS 

68 

Wash in ton Janu ry 2 , 19 

The Honor ble 

The S .rre tt:t y the In .e · 

Sir: 

I ave thA honor to transmit herewith a re rt made on 

Janu ry 1 8, 90 , b • Geor~e W Rh , U. s . Ind an Ins ne rtor 

for the In ian Territor 
' 

tr nsmitting 8. resolution f the 

Choctaw t on a c nr q 
~ P oved b he Pr nrinal Ch ef 

Octob er 31 , g 
' 

entitled , '' A 1'3A ution authorizing the s le 

fjf s te of S enrer Ar demt an a 1 p O'J e ty belonp ng thereto. " 

The r e so ut on rov .es h!=t h she ff of K ami t count 

Chort Vv on , sha 1 t~ proceed t take n-r- entory of al l 

the stork, effects, an pro nerty be on~ inP to Spenrer rad my 

qnd sell the s me , afte vin rty ays ' notire ·n a e s 

ubl shed in t he Choct aw N tion . It further d r erts the me th d 

of makinP the ale nd he rompensati n to be a owed the 

Sheriff d e ,.. ts h he sh 11 turn ·nto the N ion a . ~ 

Tr ~ sur al l rash co l e rted . 

The Ins ec t or ransm tt ed a ort m de to h m on January 

1900, by Sue t n endent of S hools , John enedict , wherein 

Mr. Bened ct s t ates that t he S enre Ar emy burned a t 

smmer and tht:tt he was of the o n on th tit w uld be a v s­

qble to ~is r bute the pe son.q pro ne t r mRin n to the other 

Cho~ta~ Ar.qd emi e s~ t h t The C c ~ ' utho ities rl ime d that 
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thP nro pert wa pa d f or out of t he general f und and he 

ought to be nerm i t t e to se 1 t nd turn the ro eed s ba r-k 

into such a fund . 

-
He say th~t t he re ~re still rema n on he o 

1\ 
Spenc er 

ead em rounds an 0 d dorm tory buildi e , two old barns , 

fencin~ , o rha d , and one pump , all of hi ~ h wi l l be f no us e 

to the scho o hor ' ties; and that t e intention is , as he 

un~er t qnds t, to simn y sell the r Fht to take t e .and and 

1m rovemen s as an allotment . Continuin~ he state s that the 

horses, mules , and cattle are rather o d and no verv valuable 

and th~ t he A m i~nlements , harness , and wa on~ are of little 

va ue . I is Mr . Benedir ' s o in ' on that f · we ... ass ble 

to appr o e a o. t ' on of the bi l and d isa ro e he r rna n er 

it wo d be bette to u ovi e that surh rtirles of ne rsonal 

!Jroperty s r> Oll d be used to go od advan a e n t he he 

a cadem e ~ be rAnsferre Q thPffi an0 that ho h0 C' taW SUthori -

t i s b e thorized to s ell what emain~ . 

Ie P c ommenn s tha n er the ~irrumst ~nr e s t he b ll be 

t " " n the mean time I th nk I C'an make anproved and st qtes 11a 

arranpe men tR wi th he Governor of the ChoC't w at on b whi h 

, e may be e 'ffi t e 0 
Ansfer some o t e be s and be din t 0 

the the r, a emies . " 

The Ins ct or rer-ommends the d ' s n r val of h res on 

s a n ov l W0 11 d be re ogn zing the 
bet"ause in h s op n n, 

of Cho r taw N t !ll rl. ounril to r.ont 
author t n r ,ht 

Chot" t'l.w St"hool f fct rs. 

Thi 0ff r - es no n ers d th~t t P Dena ment has t ken 

entire con r ol 
" t w schoo l P ope y , n o does · 
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the Deoa tmen hqs 1 70 
n any instan~e at empt ed 

is pos iti n f school ~ rope y of ·he Ch ctaw 

be~a.us e , 

'annot , howe ve , eco mend the aoproval of the c t 

thou h r i s ro o ty may ha e been aid for out of 

money t ke r om the general fund f the Choct aw N tion , t 
s n 

berame, as/as chased, s cho o roper t y nn ' t would not b 
• 

pro uer to di er f n ar is ing from the ale of SUC'h r o:De y 

from t he rh o und of t e Chaeta~ Nat n o the general or 

any ot h r fund . I t is al s not ed th the Choctav~ aut .hori ties 

assume the r eht to dispose of this r ~erty witho subm tting 

its r solut ion dopted for th'lt nrpose t the President for 

his a r prova an~ hat it was neressary to have recou se o the 

Courts i n or er t o revent he di sposal f the r~ne" •. Th s 

ac t1 on o he Ch taw author ties h '1ld not be J 0s sight. o 

in pass ng u on the res 1 t n . 

Ver y resue ~tf lly 

our obedien s e vant 

W. A. Jones 

Commissioner 

No. 7 
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DEPArtT NT OF _ INTE I OR 

WASHI NGTON 

1 71 

The Pr esident , 

S r: 

J HnuP r 9 , 9 

I ha v e the honor t o s ubm t her ew t h f r executive a~t on , 

unde r the provs · ons of se c tion 29 of he a~ 0 

June 28 , 1 89 8 ( . 0 Stat ., 495 ) , a r esolution of 

Congr es s an roved 

he Gene ral 

Co 1nC' i of e Cho t aw a i on entitled "A r es olut · on auth r iz ­

ing the s a le of site of Snen er A<" ademy llnd all "Jro oer t y 

b e nging t her o ." 

Sai res ol ,, t on e ,.. a r e " t hA-t the res ent s · t e , im rove ­

ment nd ro uert ,..onne ~t ed and belong · ng t o pencer Af' ad Pmy 

b~ nd the same is he reby made subj e <" t o s le . " ~ t further 

a ut horize s t he She iff of t e K' ami ti county, in s id nati on, 

t o take an nve tory of all t he r one rty belong ing t o sa i 

ac a emy , and aft er g iving h ir y ~ays ' noti,..e by publ <"ati on 

to expose the s ·-tme f r Al e o t he h · g he st b rl.er a ~ ubl ic 

auct i on. 

he r e s o t ' n pr Ps¢cribe s t he erms upon whir h s i d Sher ff 

sha l s el l h farm and pasture a im ro ements t ere on , als o 

the her r o ertJ men oned her n . ~he r e s ol u t n f xe~ the 

f ee s f the se v ,.. es end ered by t he She iff , and requir s the 

pro~ e e ds o b e t urned int o he re sur r ~f s nati n . I t. 

furt e au thorizes the Sher i ff o g ive a b ll of s le of an 

and a 1 ro l') ert s old 1mder 

pur <"ha s e . 

i d r esoluti on u pon de mand of the 
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The Unit e Sates I n ian Ins~ector f r the Ind' an ~ e rr tory 

on January 18, 0 J , forwara e said r es ion with a report 

thereon, o ethe w t h a cnmmun r t i 0n from the United tate s 

Su , rintendent of S hools , to whom said reso u on was referr ed 

b y the Indpector or r e port , 

The Supe inte ndent of School s r e rommen ed , und er a 1 t he cir­

cumst anc e s tha t the r es oluti on be approved, but t he Inspector 

e r mmends , n vi ew of the a r _on Jf the Denar tment r e lat ·ve 

to the scho ls lin the Choct aw N tion , that SA."d a rt be approved . 

The Comm Qsioner of Indian Affajrs forwarded s q i d re port of 

t he Ins pector on Janua P, , 1901 , and states tha t he ra~not 

recomm end t he annroval of s a i d r~solut " on fo the eason t h 

it wo ld not be pro per to dive t f unds aris ng f r m the SA le 

f su e r e t rom the Schobl und t o he Gene ,..·a or any 

ther •und . He also call s attent on o he f act t t t he 

tr bal uth r ti e s a s sume t he ight t o d i sp os e of s a i d propert 

wi thout submitting the r esolu on ad opte for that pur pose to 

t he Pres iden for h "s a prova • 

The act a~ pe qrs t o be obj e t i nable for t he r e sons stated 

by the Unit e S a es I nd"an Ins ector an t he Commiss· ner f 

I ndian Affairs. I have t herefore to r e r mmend t ha be 

a proved . 

The r ep f t hP In ~ rtnr and the 1 t r of he S, pPrin-

t n ent of Sr o ~, to ethe with ropy of th e r n t o th 

Commissioner of Indian Affa rs , are inclosed herewit . 

No.l7 ~ 
Conied GBD ~/ 31/34 

Respectfully 

(S ipned ) E. A. Hitrh~ork 
Sen etary 

72 



DEPA.rtTMENT OF ThE INTE. I O.tt 

"vASHINGTON 

Fe ;j uary ~ , 1 ~ n 

United States I nd · a Ins pe r tor 
for the In i n Terri tor 

Mus o . e , • 

Sir : 

l 

The De par tment is · n e reipt of y romrnun ~ atinn dated 

January 8, 19 n whirh e erenre is mAd to your ep rt 

tbm tting for exe~ tiv action a res olution o h Char! aw 

Na na Cot c' 1 auttor· z·n 1P of rer Rin nro r a 

182 

ne S nc Ar d m r wh .., w s burne yeq a ~o , n~ · nclos ·n 

the a r m.mun ~"a i r. n f m the Supe int ndent of s~ oo 

w ~th r efer nee to the prooe ty remaining R a i d A~a emy , n 

he Su erin enden t t hP hor q ~ q hor t es 

hRd adve is 0d he S8m f or s l nd r erit ing the a ~" n a.ken 

b t c our s o stop th ~ropo s e d sale f the onerty. 

You ep r ha t the S perintendent states hat he o o r 

rnnsists o a. 'e•' old b · di ~s, beds , bPI'lt:'l. "nt." Rnr1 hP 

ho l S Ph d furn · tu A ' 7 head () (' tt e , 49 hOP'S , 4 o n m les , 

p d hors es nd 25 00 sh ·n~ s : a the she ff f the 

Chart w Na i on t ok po s e s s i on 0 thP ~ tt e an h se 
' 

ann 

hAt the cu s t od an RRift (' emy " R st l n oss ss n of 

th balanr e of e one ty. 

Tho St e n enden of rh o s rec mmAnns ,h th e 

rPma nin a t sa. d _ ~a e . be d ' str b uted t theothe r srhools , 

a.nd ~+ the Cho~" aw qu hor · jes bP e 1tte to 11 the 

remainde . 
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be au < or zed o dis-

tribut e h rem jnin pro per t y 
o .hPr 

Sf'hools whe e n e ett n~" ud int: e ho >s · they n be so 

trA.n8fe Y' re d . You respe~ ully eques to b o v sed wheth 
~· er 

the Indi an A en 8 author ized to s 08e of h ho 8 te e 

Bdve t seme t , nd denos · the money sin therefrom t he 

rredit of the nation mn h usua Rnl1.8 ' . 

fu her reco m nd thq no r t i on be t~ken by the De ar t -

men r e tive o the f'attlA n horses A "he 1"Jr~sent timA 11nt i 

· d st0,., be p u ned, wh ·~ will btl ss be ~one when the 

t i b _ t nri es ~s,.,er R n tha t hA sto r k ,.,~n . t be disno ed 

The Comm i ss ' one of nn · _ Aff~ · s or •~:trtted JOUr s ' d 

f'Omm n·~ t non J qnn rr 2d , and stRt e s t hat he h r ec ommended 

o · s" .. prov . l of the reso ution refe reil o b,, the Ins f'ec ~ o 

and f !: a n be f' Onf' rred · n he o_erty w' ll 

emai n, a r i n he os s es s ' on of he rus od ' qn 

Aeqdemv , n art in the n ss ssion of the sher ff o t ~ 

Cha r av· N11 ion . Th C mmiss· 0ner r.on,.urs in ~0 r re ~" ~ enda-

i ~ n r e lative o he djs posit on of the oro ~erty . The depar t -

ment s e8 no ob jection to t~king e a,. i on indi ,., ten by 

n q 8 of the o in ' n t q the s ne mq be is ose of 

qf c. r q r .,... i8em n t n"l t,hP m0.neys D j:)('P t the I" e it of t 

Ch0,.,tct N~t n . y u h ve been h r tofo e ti s rl th '3~ · a 

l ti n ''Ia s rov by the p PSi en . The r m n ,.,a 1 

f' the Su e n e n~ nt 0 S~" h 

t; p Comm ss TIP a r o inC'lo ed 

No. 17 5 
L. S. 
Endorsement: Approves r e r omm~ 
disnositi on of Spen,.e A ~"ad m 
Copi ed GBD 4 / ? / 34 

ols n 1"Q "1 of the e art of 

he PVJ h. 

Res nP ,., full, 

( S ne Tho. R. R r-~n 

Af'ti "' s C' e a 
i ~ n of T s e ,., t r r let ive t 
0 €' 

n 

e 

e-



W ELOCK SEMI NA Y 

E. H. WI LSON, Sup ' • 

Gar n , I . T . 

Mr . Ge o . r ight , 

Ins ector fInd An S~hoo s , 

Mu r ogee , I . T. 

Mar r. 8 , 89 9 

Th e Boa of Edu~ A.t of he Ch o ~ tA. v NA on h~s 

h nn ed t h the S erin ende nC"~' of heelor>k Seminary to 

surr eed Mr . E. H. · s n . 

I ha, e not ye t rereiven my rontrqr , but on r e rei t of same 

Wi 1. ou vourh for the aym nt of s d awn n m favo ? 

My home be n Ohi , I a stran~e at the Banks n s 

seC't ion . Now if yo r an A.SS r e ymen the above n med 

warrants, su h ac.tion w l greatl he me in pr v din for t e 

Sc ho o . The Bo e l ectin me fo t s osit ' on so su denly 

has given me no t ' e o rt . 

Tru n t ha t I am not a k ng too gr e . t 

a itin ro r r ly I m, 

No . 493 
L .. S . 

Yonrs v 

( S P.'ned ) W. 

Endors emen t : • \1 . A leton , G rv i n I . T. 
elec t ed S t . of ~heelo rk Semina qks 
on wArran ts i s sued to h m. 

Cop1e d GBD 
3 / 31/34 

fA. or of you a d 

Appleton 

I 8 . Has been 
e . o e ttin a 
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DEPAR1'ME T OF THE NTERIOR 

OF "ICE OF I DIA AF}A I S 

T e Honorab e 
;. 

The Serre r of he I n e 

S ir : 

1tv a hin0 ton 
J anu.r ?0 , 1899 

or 

22217-A 

En~los ed herewith is 8 letter of January 3 , 1899 from 

Ins per wr · Pht , r a nsm ting an a~ t of the Chart w C oun~·1, 

instru~tin the Board of ~du~ation , with the recommen ~tion 

tha he s me be app~oven . 

The act rovides n thrPe se~ on~ : 

( )--That the Board of edu~ation be ns ru~ted o ecal l at 

the end of the firs te m of the r Psent session a 1 srholars 

now a tendin~ ~olleFe , whether in he ~ rritorv or an .. of the 

St qte s, and susne n rl n indefinitel' an A~t of the Nnti 0n a 101 -

ing s id Board to send s~ho rs to r o lepe : 

( 2 )--That the Board be jnstrurt n sk the se~ret r of he 

Interior to use the f rs $?4 , 350 , ~ om · n · nt ·') the TreRsur from 

r oRl ~nd aRhat , n efrayin the expens e s of two o han a~a-

~emies, J ones A~ my, Tushkahoma I nstitute an Soen~ er Ara em : 

stAting the qmount to b e exnende on ear r ins ution . 

( ~ --Tha t f the Boa d deems it f or he be s of all they shal 

sto he ne gb borhood shrools an Tushka USP~ ~a Pmy at the en 

of Janu~r. 898 . (I js pres ume h t th · s da e s ~ rleric 1 

error a n d that JAnuar y 8 9 is ntended). 
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Inspect or 'righ t d i s r'us ::> s he d i f f er ent f Pa t ure s of t he a t, 

but t s n ot e eme d ne r e s s ary f or t h ' s aff i ne t o r ehearse h t 

discussi on, ex cept w' th r ef e enr e to s ~ ct ion t wo , r el a t ng t o 

a dire c on of t e i r d of ~du~ ation o ~nply t o t e Serret r v 

of the Interi or f or the appl cation o a e n ,.. s s ng 

fromro yal t e8 on noa nd s _ hJ:~1 to rcrt'lin s ,.. oo s . As 

t h s wo1td no anpear t 

re gu r e t 
~ . san o f the Pr~=> nt o th 

A 

e s on unr'ier ov ' sions of the Cho ntRW and Chi r kasa~ 

gr e ement (' al r oy lt ' es are t b use f r t P n rnos e of 

Pd ~ .t=l • • ')n Un rJ sur u es nd rePul at ons s the Secr etary of 

the I n er i may pr ·-s cribe. 

As to h s ' t w· l be no · ,.. ed ha t hP a r o s n t mq P n 

n f om t he roy~ ties ar s · np 011t of the r al l aqP-s , 

but d ' r e e h • t s Board of ~durqtion sh~l l anply t 

e nter ' o fo the r'i i sbursem nt o~ a ar of 

these r oya i es ' n Pfr ng ~ e rtq ' n ex enses . 

This h in for the 

0 ,~ · h he qpp o,n:~ of the .Pes nnn ' na mu r h Rf\ 

t e Se r r e Ary has no e t m~de any reg l ati0 s f or th sburse-

lt n 1. t mo,1nt s merely ment of t es e r n ·a es , a 
inf '"l rma ion 

wh ir h ma be a r tP. on by t he Se rretA f f oun 

have, he ef e , tha the a r n , est on be a~ r oved . 
pro per . 

ConiPd GBD 
.1/?/~4 

·. 
Ve y 

'Y . A. J one 

ommi s si oner 
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EXECU11 IVE OFF ICE, CHOCTA~ NATION 

Hon J . Ge • ~ r Ph , 
U. S . Ind n I n s ne rtor 

Mu sko .) , e , I . 'I . 

Sir; 

SA.ns Bois , I . T. 

th , 899 

Y r s of the 7th · nstant to hRnd and ~ ntents noted . d 

inre nly, i ll s y that , under he teTms of the A reement , I 

d o not s ee how we r o ld s~hool t he Free men , as they are 

e x~e p t e from he benefits arisin fr m the ~o A.l fund . Hereto-

for e e have srhoo ed the Freedmen , hA.ve done so even sinre he 

ratifi~ at on of the ~ reement, but 't was a mere m~tter of 

cou r te s ' to hem tha we did so s·n~e he Aureemen bPrame 

coo oe a ti re . The on r i nteres t that the Freedmen ran ~l a im 

he re no s t.e ir one hun ed ~n forty a~res of lan , as hey 

hA.ve no in e r est ·n our f , n s . 

This rna L Br ~n · s c Ch rk s~ w Freedman, he and his 
• • .. , -:1. 

entire out fi , qnd sho, ~ ~ lv to the h rk s ws and not the - .; 

the Cho("t _w s. 

No. 32 
L. S. 

Ve y res e ~ tful r 
(S Fned) Green M~Curt in 

P in r ioRl Chief , Cho r taw Nat i n 

Endorsement : Sans Bo i s , I . T. MA.r . 0 , 8 . - Green ~ u t n 
Cho("taw Na.ti nn r nnot s ~h ol Le rPedm n. • L. Br vm i s 
Chi("k~s~w F ee&mBn , n~ . ould _nn v t . t Na ti on . 

C0pied GBD 
3 /31/~4 
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DEPArtT ENT OF ~H I NTER I OR 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN A.F'FAIRS 

W s h ngton Jan. ?8, 9 1 

ThP HonorA.b 

The Sef' e f the Int e or . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknow edge the ref'e nt of your etter 

·of the 9th ins tan (' ll ' ng for a re 0 t on a letter fr m Lura 

A. ow an eque stin the d of the Dept:l ment in senur ·ng the 

pass e 0 bill appro i t on 0 su p t the I ernat nal 

School the B ind at For G bson , I . T. , and n r epl y to 

your r quest for a e t w· 1 sta e have d.ela ed mak n the 

same unt 1 a r eport could be returne thro 11gh this Off j ce from 

the Ind an In _ef' tor upon a letter fo warde to him o t e s me 

subjer>t fr m vour Offi("e n ec . 28 . Th ' s eport has just be en 

re("eive and · s rew th ·nrlose . I am, ho Aver, in r e re ' pt 

of nother com~un cat nn from Miss Rowlan of the 7th instant 

in wh ch s he sks t 1e efforts of this Offi r> e to obtain some 

assist n("e from C ng ess f or the su ort of the school n th~ 

w ~y of an ppr piati n , statin that the a P st 1 struggl n 

on in the en e vor eep th ' s litt e s ch ol und r headw y , but 

have no me ans wi h whi h to r arr~ on wok exre_t her he An 

rais e by rivate 0 ci t . on : that it is true tha the Cherok .e 

Ind an Cou ~il las ve 
"' 

r nd t his ropr e the sma 1 sum 

of $500 to aid them, but t is of r ourse insuff cien of se f 

to su -port the s me; th t the white ch dren h ve no rovis n 

mane for .-=>m, and t he e at least tV~ e ve seek ng rlmissi n . 

She st t es she undeY'S nds tha b 11 was ttwn up by Hon. 
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for th sum of $ f or s J. S. Littl e l ast ve ar askin 

urpoSP, 1ht r. h bill met the a ro f the ent · r e Comm i ttee on 

Indian Affair s , s s st ed . She therefo~~ sks me to do 

11 aRsed by the n esent es s on all in my powe 0 uet the 

of Congress. 

The Ind i n Inspe c t r n P-fe r IlR to Dep r ment etter ,mder 

date of De ~. ?8 n eturnin he ~ mmunir.at nn ab ve eferre 

to , st tes tha e eferred the same to the Su e n endent of 

Schoo s f or ep t and recommendat · on nd transm ' ts is omm -

ni~ a on . The S e n endent re o t that he ha~ ec ent y 

vi s ted an ns pe rted th s s~hoo tha comfo tab e schoo 

ro ms an s Ae 1n oms have been fi ted uu n h d st ne 

b~rra ~ks wh rh h d forme ly be o e he ol m lit y os 

ofF t Gi bson, b1 aR e the are n t WP l f nished · that 

Miss Rowland , the Pr nc a and cropr etor of the scho 1, s 

b ind d b t 35 .reB s of age , !lnd A O'r du~ e of the rkan as 

Sta s u e f r t hv B ' nd; ha she seems to be ery anx-

ious o f t un sr oo fo the bl ' nd ·n Ind anTe ri ory , 

a th u h sh s ham e e for want of funds . T e S perinten e 

furthe r ts she h s had chqrge of two b nd Choctaw chi d en; 

thRt the g ir is A ice James, q~e 14 , and the boy Gi bs on Rob n-

eon, a A 6 ; th~t the g i ha been in he chao r two r 

t r ee e ms , th t t he bo ent ered in Se tembe. 

qre makin eRs nab y ood D ogress nd s em t 

. 13. t and bo h 

be . ease w th 

the sehool. H 

at the rAte of $ ,5 e 

ary books, bo rd , me 

and this Allow n~e 

she be pA d quarterl , 

re r commen s th s s owl n be pa ' d 

month oer upil f r the tuit on , neeess -. -

ca at ndqn~ e , P ~. for these t wo childr en, 

beP n with Se tembe lst, 9 0 , and that 

u on exenuti he ~ ro pe vo che s nd 
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reports. The in~pector fur t her s ys he aC' f ~ N t o ·rle a i anal 

Council of the Chart 'AJ Nat i n prov'din
5
a for n a ._ pro rat ion 

to defr~y the ex enses of t _ese wo ch dren was isapproved 

by the Pre id ent of t hP Uni t e S ate n De r embe 4 , 19 o , 

but the Choc t .. uth r t · e s b.r his a r h ve shm•m the ir 

desir to care o these blind r h d en , and he t h e efore 

~ oncu s in he r e c mmen at ion andre uest of tte Supe . ntend-

ent of Srh ols that r u th r ty be !:ln e n 

75 

aro~ord nre th h ' s su uestions , r vide f unds C' an be so sed . 

C nr e rn ~ th s mat er 1 waul respe~tfu l state hat th s 

Offic e is at a o:- s o know how t is ossible fo · t to en er 

any assis ance t o iss ow and in seC'ur · n an appr _r · at ion 

from Co eres s o the su port of ~ese whi t e and Indian h 

ren. s ·t ppears from the reports of the Inspertor and 

Super ntendent of Sr hoo s this s a deser in case , I wou d be 

~e a ed to add my commenda ion to an r e son ble bi l looking 
" 

to her r el ' e . 

Tha s~ ges on of t he Ins pertor that t he two Ch taw child -

ren b e i or a t $ 5 per month ea~h s eems n the line of 

ood pol·ry and ' thes e un s are vail b e I es e rtful l y .. 
reC'omme nd t h t uthori y be rantQ for he Com · ss ioner of 

Indian A~fairs nde the ul .s nd r e ul a · ons rel a t' to 

edu~ tion n Ind i an Territ ry to e n er into (> n r ct w t h 

Miss Lur A. .r{O 'Iv l n fo he educ ' on o Lese two Chortaw 

ch 1 en a t he compensat n named , and to be ay b e ou f 

the Chortaw C'O and 0 a t "' fund , n the jud ment of he 

Department t is a~ P · cah e to SUC'h a c SP. 

l have acknowl ed ed the rPreipt of M ss Rowl and ' s lette r nd 
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stated to her that this ff ce s e l e ss o f u ther the 

legislation wh ch she has r e uest ed , lthou h t w uld a p rove 

any measure for he re i e f f he s oo f e arne w s 

placed unde r t e su e vis on of t e De p r ment . 

Ve y res e r tfu ly 

(Signed A. C. Tonner 

Art n , Commiss i ne r 

No . 17 n 
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DEPA TMENT OF THE INT~ IOR 

WAS HINGTON 

February 4 , 190 

The Unite d tates I ndian Ins~e~tor 

for the Ind "an Territorv tJ , 

M skogee, I . T. 

Sir: 

The Dep r tment is in rec.ei pt of y our communi~ at ion of I 

January 22 , 90 , in r esppns e to depar mental lett e of DPcem-

ber 8, 9 irerting you to make a r e_ ort upon t he advisa-

bilit of DayinB the t u "on of wo bl "n d. Cha C"taw ~h ld en now 

in a t e dance a the Internat anal S~ho o for the Bl "nd at 

Fort G"bs n, Inrt. i an Terr itory . Y u re urn t he communi~ation , 

dated November 6 , 90 f rom Miso L~ura A. Rowland , P incioa 

of a"d school, and al so t ansmit a ~ommun ir at ion f r om the 

Superintendent of SC"hools in t r. e In fl n Territor , dated Jan . 

19, 1901 , in w ic h he st t e s that he ha recen l y · ns pe t ed th 

&~hool, h ch s ondurt ed ·n he old stone b arra~ks ormerl 

belonging to he d d l y Pos of the Fort G"b son ; ha 

the b1" d in ~onta · ns ~omfo b e s~hoo an le e p ng ooms, 

but the s me a e no as yet ve y we 1 , n she ; thqt Miss 

Laura A. Rowland he Prin~i pa , · sa b nd ady about 35 years 

of age, and a rad ate of he Ark nsq S t nstitute for t~e 

b nd· t qt she hA h n C"har e of two b nd Choctaw hi r en, 

Ali~e J mes , a .e 4 , and G"bson R b nson, aP"e thA the irl 

hq,s been in the sch ol f t wo or th e e te r ms; h he boy 

entered in Se temb e r 1 st and bo h r mA.k nP.: r sonab y ood 

pro.v,ress . H h .r for r eC"ornm cnns t qt Mtss RowlAnc'l be rl a 
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thP rat of 25 . 0 ner m0n h ne pup ' l, f r the ui iom, 

ne~ess rv books , and board , med ~al att8n · t f these 10n, e c . , o 

~h ln n , and ~ t sA · al anre begin N _ h Se tembe , 19 

on s a t th~ the N t onF.l Co1 r 'l of the Cho C' -

a.w . NPI n, P v d 'n~ for an Arpr n iqti n to def q ~ the exnPnse 

of th~sP ·o ~h dren WAS di a~proved by the Pr s ' dent on 

Deremb e 4 9 0 b1 , a hP Cho('taw author ' ties by th ' s 

act have shown th r des re to (' a re for these b nd rh 'ld en , 

a nd n ew of the ren r f the Su~P 'ntAnden of er. 00 s , 

you c ncur in the recommendations and request that the ne ess-

ar y authorit ~ be ~ ~n ed , provided t ha t tLe funds ('an be used . 

The Acting Commiss'oner of Ind An Affa ' rs , on January 2b , 

1 901, forwa ded your said commun ('at · n ~ d reC' mmended hat 

A.U h y bP granted for the Commiss ~nero Ind ' A Affa ' rs , 

unde the rul e s and gu at ons re atinP o edu('a ion in 

Inn an TP r tory , t o ente into a rontrar w' th · ss Rowland 

for the edur At on of sAid Chort aw ~h ln en at the C' mpensati on 

nam o be nAyab e out of t e Chort A.w ro Al and roya ty fund , 

f in t e judFment of the Department t is anpl ~able o such 

ras e . 

The Dep · .ment r onrurs ·n said rPcommendation , and the Com-

miss oner of Incl iA.n Aff rs h s been adv ed this day . A c p 

of s i~ r e ort of the A(' in~ Commissi ner s inrl e herewith . 

Inn. Ter. iv . 
~5~-19('1 

L.S. 
No. 17 6 

..ties e ('t ful l y 

( S ned) F. L. Campbe 

A(' tin Serreta y 
En nr sement : wash ngton Feb . 4 , 19 
Se (' ret r . Commissi oner has been author­
ized t o make rontract with M ss Laur A 
Howl nd f r care of tw bl1nd Chocta 
ch i or en. Cm pi ed GBD ~/29/34 



Supt. J no . D. Benedict , 
Muskogee, I . T. 

22229-A 

So . McAles t er , I . T. 
Nov. 4 , 1904. 

1 

Sir : Complying l ith your letter of Oct . 29 , I submit a general 

r eport of the tribal s chool buildings and grounds of the Choctaw 

nation. 

There are f our s chool bu i l dings known as J ones Academy , 

Arms trong Academy, Tushkahor~ Academy and Wheelock Academy. 

J ones Acad~y . 

This bui lding is a three story brick situated on the 

north side of t he one hundred and sixty acres reserved for the 

school . A t hree acre tra ct is enclosed by a good board fen ce . 

The building is on t he north side of t h is traot and fronts t o the 

south. 

Main building: The main bui l di ng i s about 110 ft . f r ont-

age by 60 ft . back. The west wing of the basement floor contains 

the sewing room, bath room and one sleeping r oom. The eas t wing 

oonta i ns engine room and one large sleepi ng room. The size of 

each of these wings is about 16 f eet by 16 feet • There a re f our 

sleeping r ooms eaoh about 16 feet by 16 f eet , between t he east and 

west wings- a ten foot hall extends from in g to ing on the north 

ot the f our sleepi ng rooms . The west and east wings of the s econd 

floor each contains a large recit a tion room and a sleepine room . 

There are four rooms and a hall between the ings of same dimensions 

as those descr ibed on basement f l oor . 
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~ach of he Jing s on the third floor contains five 

sleeping rooms, each about 12 feet by 1 feet and a four 

foot hall ex tending the _ ength of he f ive sleeping ooms. 

The fo r s e e 

thos f f 

ne r ooms are between the w ngs, he sam as 

n se~ond f ors . A en foot hall or en -

ranee is bet 1e en h se~ond and th rd ooms of the fou 

rooms between t h wo w·ngs . 

Extension : On the north of the m n building , there is 

an extens on about 3 fee t by sixt. Pe . ThP bAsemen is 

used f r ki c.hen, antry and din ne - ro om. lhe second floor 

is used for an s s embly or cha el room and the t hird floor 

contains f've s eep ng rooms, e ch 1- fee by 1? feet, on 

each s de of i x oo hall r unning the en r e len t h 

the extension. 

Othe r bu ld n~s : Besides t he rna n bui d ' ng there are 

two small f arne buildings and a fram e barn . he two small 

frame bui d s are se d fro wash-house ,work sho and store 

house. The se buildin s nc u din the ba n and main schoo 

building are old and a e not n go o re a r . 

I think a fai ash va ue of the ma·n buildin s $ 0 . 0 

and that of the the build ngs in~luding he fence enclos n~ 

the school roperty s $50 . 0 . I h nk the 1 nd reserved 

for this school is worth bout $~. 0 pe a~re or $9~ • fo 

the tract. Th s mAkes a t tal cash a uation of the improve­

ments and land belonging to the scho ol of $446 . 00 
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Tushkah m Ar a emv 

The d scr p ion g iven fo J nes Academy will appl y to 

this build ng a s they are c nst ucted on the arne ene a 

pla , a h cont a'ning t e same numb er 1of room and of the 

same dimens i ns. 1he bui d ng fa es east an s situated 

on the w s t s i de of t he one hundred and sicty acres reserved . 

The bu l d i ng i s ol d and i n be ter r epa r than Jones Academy , 

and I cons ide . f r sh value f th s buildin to be 

$~ 0 . nd t hat of t he barn and othe outbu ldings to be 

$5 0.00 . I conside $ • 0 an ere to be a fa r cash valua-

ti n of the land rese ved for th c schoo . A fa i r cash 

valuati on of the and and ro e ty be onging to h ' s s h o 

$49 • 0 . 

Armstrong Academ~ 

This s n ol t wo- story brick building situated nearly 

in the center of the 1 6 acres rese r ved . 

Ma n bui ding : The main build ng s about 1 00 ft . b 

36ft . lhe buildin fa es e as~, and on the u h s de of 

them in entr n~ e , the re are four rooms , each 1 by 1 6 on 

each 8 de f f r f oot a 1, on bo h f rst and econd 

f oor . On the north s de of the · m i n ent ance , there ar 

three lar e sle e _ n ooms on each f oor . 

Ext nsion : Exten i b ck f r om a n bu ilning a d north 

of the m in entranc e ther e s n ens on 6 by 3 6 f The 

lower part of which is used f or n i ng r o and kit he and 
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upper loor for sc hoo room. Th s bui d ng s in r the r 

dila tdated rendition an I think $ 000~0 a f ir cash 

valuati on for it . 

87 

Other buildings: There is a storey and half fr~me build­

ing us ed fo r wash house and work shop , and a frame barn . 

~he v luation of t bese t wo build ings is $400 . 00 . The land 

reserved f or t he build n s is worth about $6 . 00 an acre . 

1he total cash valuation of the property and land belone n 

to thi s scho ol is $~360 . 0 

~ ee lock Ar ademy 

This i s an o d t wo ~ tory fr me structure s ' tua t ed n 

abo t the renter of a ten- a re tract . The othe acres 

rese r ve d is situated about a mile south of the Arademy . 

The main building is bout 8 by 3 ft . here are nine 

rooms, h 11 and staitway, on first f oor , and nine sleep­

ing rooms on second floor . 

Extension : ~xtending back of the west of a in build ' n , 

there is an extens on 60 ft . by 30 ft . The lower floor on­

taining the d ining -r oom and kitchen , and the u per floor 

contains tem s 1 s ee in rooms . 

Other build n s: There a e t wo sm l frame build ngs , 

one used for l aundry, and other for store om; one s ory 

frame buildin , r nt ining thr ee rooms us ed for school ur -

poses, and a frame barn. 

4 
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The valua t ion of he main build ng is $15 • 0 and o t he 

othe bui d in s $ 0 The ten e s upon the school 

pr op e r t y i s situ ted ·orth abo $5 . 0 am acre , and the 

other 150 acres s valuable f ming land , and worth abo t 

$8. 00 pe ere . The total rash va luat ion f the pro ~erty 

and l and be onging to th s scho 1 if $3750 . 00 . 

Ve ry r e s pectfully 

Calvin Ballard 

Supervisor 

Endorsement : 1 - 1 1904 Calvin Bal lard So . M~A ester I . T. 

Submit s r eport conc e ning value of School bu l d ine s and 

roun ds . 

Co ed by G. B. D. 
3/2 6/ 34 
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On November 9' 1885, an Aot of the Choo taw 

Na tiona 1 Coun il c was approved by Edm. Mcqurtain , Principal 

Chief, Choctaw Nation, appropriati~g a total of $3450 . 00 

for support or the following Choctaw girls, students in the 

States, for that scholastl·c 

Nettie Russell 
Lena Dunn 
Eliza Vinson 
Virinia Riddle 
Serena Hebert 
Hannah Graham 
Elsie Hudson 
Katie Nale 
Jennie Wyatt, 
Florence Thompson 
Lorena Harlin 
Florence Turnbull 
Mary LeFlore 

Total for Girls 

T. E . Robinson 
W. H. McKinney 
Albert Folsom 
Simon Dwight 
Willi am Durant 
Robert Mil ler 
Joe Homrna 
Peter Hudson 
Joseph Thompson 
Albert P . Fisk 
J. T. Ainsworth 
James Bowers 

Total for Boys 

years: 

$200 .oo 
$200 . 00 
$225. 00 

1
200 . 
200 . 
275 . 
325 . 
325. 
325 . 
325 . 
325 . 
325. 
200 . 

$3450 . 

$300 . 00 
35 o.oo 
3'00~00 
300 .00 
300 o00 
300 .00 
300 . 00 
300.00 
300 .00 
300 .00 
150 .oo 
150 . oo 

$3350 .oo 

On November 6, 1886, an Act of Choo taw Nat iona.l 

Council was approved by T. McKinney , Principal Chief, Choctaw 

Nation, appropriating $35 75.00 for support of girls and $3550.00 

tor support of boys, students in the states, for that scho las-

tic year, as follows~ 



Lena Dunn 
Kattie Nail 
Jennie Wyatte 
Virginia Riddle 
Eliza Vinson 
Czrennia Hebert 
Florence TurnbuLl 
Jane Thompson 
Sarah Wilson 
Abbie Morris 
Annie Carney 
Maryann Holson 
Elizabeth Hodges 

Total for Girls 

Simon T. Dwight 
Robt. Miller 
Joseph Homma 
Jose ph Thompson 
Albert P. Fisk 
Robt. C .. Krebbs 
Alexander Williams 
James Bowers 
James T . Ainsworth 
Joshua Bohannon 
John VI . Durant 
Peter Hudson 
Campbell LeFlore, Jr. 

Total for Boys 

2. 

200.00 
325.00 
325.00 
200.00 
200.00 
200.00 
325.00 
325~00 
325 .oo 
325 .oo 
325 . oo 
325 .oo 
150.00 

$3575 .00 

300 .00 
300 .00 
300 .00 
300 . 00 
300. 00 
300 . 00 
300 . 00 
200 .00 
200 . 00 
300 .00 
300 .00 
300.00 
150 .oo 

$3550 .00 

On November 7, 1887, an Act of Choctaw National 

council was approved by Thompson McKinney, Principal Chief , 

Choctaw Nation, appropriating $7975 .00 for suprort of girls 

and boys, students in the states, during current years, as 

follows a 

Luusinda Maytubpy 
Kate Moncrief 
Jennie wyatt 
Virginia Riddle 
Florence Turnbul1 
Jane Thompson 
Winnie Jefferson 
Mary Holson 
Elizabeth Hodges 
Annie James 
Lettie Hail Ef' 
Elsy era vat 
To be an orphan. 

$200 .00 
325.00 
325.00 
200.00 
325 .oo 
325 .oo 
325.00 
325.00 
250.00 
325 .oo 
150.00 
325 .oo 
300.00 



To be an orpffin 

Simon T. Dwight 
Robert C. Miller 
H. C. Harri son 
Abner H. Clay 
Albert P . Fisk 
Eli Burns 
James Bowers 
James T. Ainsworth 
Joshua Bohanan 
John w. Durant 
Peter Hudson 
Hampton Tucker 
Wilburn Johnson 
Levi w. Bohanan 

.42 

3. 

$300.00 

$300.00 
300.00 
25 o.oo 
300.00 
300.00 
275.00 
250.00 
25 o.oo 
300.00 
300.00 
300.00 
250.00 
300.00 
300.00 

Copied from Chocta w Bound Volume in office of Supt. of Five 

Civilized Tribes,: Muskogee, by RLW 4/7/34 
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