


~· • 

· Copies of 

M A N U S CRIPTS 

In the Office of the 

SUPERTh""TENDENT FOR THE FIV ~ CI VILIZED TRIBES 

MUSK OGEE, OKLAH CL 

( CHOCT.. ) 

Feb. 24, 1831 
to 

Dec. 22, ~900 

Compiled from orig ina l records 

selected by 

GRANT FOREMAN 



T R E A T Y. 
Between 

THE U N I T E D S T A T E S OF A M E R I C A. 
and the 

C H 0 C T A W N A T I 0 N OF I N D I A N s . 
Concluded September 27, 1830-Batified February 24 ,1831. 

ANDREW J A C K S 0 N 

PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, 

TO ALL AND SINGULAR TO WHOM THESE PRESENTS SHALL COME , GREETING: 

WHEREAS, A ~reaty between the United States of America 

and the Mingpes, Chiefs, Captains and farriers, of the Choctaw 

Nation, was entered into at Dancing Rabbit Creek, on the twenty­

seventh day of September, in the year of our Lord one thousand 

eight hundred and thirty, and of the Independence of the United 

States the fifty-fifth, by JOHN H. EATON & JOHN COFFEE, Commis-

sioners on the part of the United States, and the Chiefs, Captains, 

and Head men of the Choctaw Nation, on the part of said Nation; 

Which Treaty, together with the supplemental article thereto, is 

in the word•, following, to wit: 

A TREATY OF PERPETUAL FRIENDSHIP• CESSION, AND LIMITS, 

ENr ERED INTO BY JOHN H. EATON AND JOHN COFFEE, FOR AND IN BE­

HALF OJI THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES, AND THE WARRIORS , 

MINGOES, CHIEFS, CAPTAINS, .AND THE CHOCTAW NATION, BEGUN AND 

HELD AT DAN::ING RABBIT CREEK, ON THE FIFTEENTH OF SEPTEMBER , 

IN THE YEAR DGHTEEN HUNDRED AND THffiTY. 

WHEREAS, THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI 

THE LAWS OF SAID STATE TO PERSONS AND PROPERTY WITH-

Dr THE CHARTERED LIMITS OF THE SAME, AND 1EE PRESIDENT OF THE 

UNITED STATES HAS SAID THAT HE CANNOT PROTECT THE CHOCTAW PEOPLE 

FROM THE OPERATION OF THESE LAWS: NOW, THEREFORE, THAT THE 
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CHOCTAWS Mt\Y LIVE UNDER THEIR OWN LAWS, IN PEACE WI TH THE 

UNITED STATES AND THE STATE OF MISSISSIPPI, THEY HAVE DETER­

MINED TO SELL THEIR LANDS EAST OF THE MISSISSIPPI, AND RAVE 

ACCORDINGLY AGREED TO THE FOLLOWING ARTICLES CF TREATY: 

AR'riCLE 1--

Perpetual peace and friendship is pledged and agreed upon 

by and b-etween the United States and the Mingo as, Chiefs, a nd 

Warriors of the Choctaw Nation of Red People; and that this may 

be oonsid~r4d the Treaty existing between t he parties, all o ther 

treaties heretofore existing and inconsistent wi th t he provi sions 

of this are hereby declared null and void. 

ARTICLE 2--

In consideration of the conditions, The United states, 

under a grant specially to be made by the President of the 

United States, shall cause to be conveyed to the Cho,ctaw Nation 

a tract of country west of the Mississippi r.i: ver, in f ee simple, 

to them and their descendants, to inure to them while they shall 

exist as a nation and live on it, beginning near Fort Smith, 

where the Arkansas river; running thence to the sour ce of the 

Canadian fork, if in the limits of the United States, or to 

those limits; thence due south to Red river, and down Red river 

to the west ~oundary of the Territory of Arkansas; thence north 

along that line to the beginning. The boundary of the same to 

be agreeably to the Treaty made and conoluded at fashing•n 

City, in the year 1825. The grant to be executed so soon as 

the present Treaty shall be ratified. 

ARTICLE 3--

-=-....:.fill =====---~~~--
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ARTIClE 3--

In consideration of the provisions contained in the 

several articles of this Treaty, t he Choctaw Nation of Indians 

consent and hereby cede to the United States the entire country 

they own and possess east of t he Mississippi r i ver ; and they 

agree to remove beyong the Mississippi river, early as practic­

able, and will so arrange their removal that as many as possible 

of their people, not exceeding one-hal f of the whol e number , 

shall depart during the falls of 1831 and 1832 ; t he residue to 

follow during the succeeding fall of 1833 ; a better opportunity 

in this manner wlll be afforded the Go vernment , to extend to them 

the facilities and comrorts wh i ch it i s desirable should be ex­

tended in conveying them to t hei r new homes. 

ARTICLE 4--

The Government and People of t he United States are hereby 

. obliged to secure to the said Choc taw Nation of Red People and 

their descendants; and that no part of the of the land granted 

them shall ever be embraced in any Terri t ory or s tate ; that the 

jurisdiction and government of all the ~rsons and property that 

may be within their limits west, so t ha t no Territory or state 

shall ever have a right to pass laws for the gover nment of t he 

Choctaw Nation of Red People and their descendants ; but t he un­
ited states shall forever secure said Choctaw Nation f rom and 

aaainst all laws, except such as from time to time may be enacted 

in their own National Councils, not inconsistent with t he Consti­

tution, Treaties, and Laws of the United States; and except such 

as may, and which have been, enacted by Congress, to the extent 

that Congress under the Constitution are r equired to exercise 

a legislation over Indian affiars. But the Choctaws, should 
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this Treaty be ratified, express a wish that Congress may grant 

to the Choctaws the right of punishing, by their own laws, any 

white man who shall come into their nation and infringe any of 

their national regulations. 

ARTICLE 5--

The United States are obliged to protect the Choctaws from 

domestic strife, and from foreign enemies, on the same principles 

that the citizens of the United States are protected; so that 

whatever would be a legal demand upon the United states for 

defence, or for wrongs committed by an enemy on a citizen of the 

United States, shall be eq•ally binding in favor of the Choctaws; 

and in a~l cases where the Choctaws shall be called upon b y a 

legally authorized officer of the Uni ted states to fight an enemy, 

such Choctaw shall receive the pay and other emoluments which cit­

izens of the United States receive in such cases; provided , no 

war shall be undertaken or prosecuted by said Choctaw Nation but 

by declaration made in full Council, and to be approved by the 

United States, unless it be in self-defence, against an open reb­

ellion, or against an enemy marching into their country; in which 

cases they shall defend, until the United states are advised there­

of. 

ARTICLE 6--

Should a Choctaw or any party of Choctaws commit acts of 

violence upon the person or property of a citizen of the United 

states, or join any war party against any neighboring tribe of 

Indians, without the authority in the preceding article, and ex­

cept to oppose an actual or threatened invasion or rebellion, such 

person so offending shall be delivered up to an officer of the 
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United States, if in t he p9wer of the Choctaw Na t ion , that such 

offending. shall be punished, as may b e provided in such cases , by 

the laws of the United St a tes ; but if such offender is not within 

the control of the Choctaw Nation , the n sai d Choctaw Nation shall 

not be held res pons.1ble for the in\iury done by said offender . 

ARTICLE V--

All acts of violence commit t ed upon persons and property 

of the people of the Choctaw Na tion , either by c i tizens of the 

United States or neighboring t ribes of Red People , shall be refer­

red to the President of the United St ates , who shall examine into 

such cases, and see tha t every possible degree of justice is done 

to said Indian Party of the Choctaw Nat ion . 

ARTICLE a--
Offenders against the laws of t he United States , or any 

individual State, shall b e apprehended and delivered to any duly 

authorized person, where s u ch offender may be found in the Choctaw 

country, having fled from any par t of t he United states ; but in 

all such cases, application mus t be ma de to the agent or chiefs , 

and the expense of his apprehension and deliver y provided for and 

paid b.y the United States. 

ARTICLE 9--

Any citizen of the United s tates who may be ordered from 

the Nation by the agent and constituted authorities of the Nation , 

and refus~ng to obey, or return into the Nation without the consent 

of the aforesaid persons, shall be subject to such pains and pen­

al ties as may b'e provided by the 1 aws of the United s tates in 

such cases. Citizens of the United states, travelling peaceably 

under the authority of the laws of the United States, shall be 
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under the care and protection of the Nation . 

ARTIClE 10--

No person shall expose goods or other articles for sale 

as a trader, w1 thout a written permit from the constituted author­

ities of the Nat ion, or authority of the laws of the congress of 

the United States, under penalty of forfeiting the articles; and 

the coD8iituted authorities of the Nation shall grant no license 

except to such persons as reside in the Nation , and are answer­

able to the laws of the Nation. The United States shall be par­

ticularly obliged to assist to prevent ardent spirits from being 

introduced into the Nation. 

ARTICLE 11--

Navigable streams shall be free to the Choctaws, who shall 

pay no higher toll or duty than citizens of the United States. It 

is agreed further that the United States shall establish one or 

more post offices in siad Nation, and may establish such military 

post roads, and posts, as they may consider necessary. 

ARTICLE 12--

All intruders shall be removed from the Choctaw Nation, and 

kept without it. Private property to be always respected , and on 

no occasion taken for public purposes, without just compensation 

being aade therefor to the rightful owner. If an Indian unlaw­

fully take or steal any property from a white man, a citizen of 

the United States, the offender shall be punished. And if a white 

man unlawfully take or steal any thing from an Indian, the property 

shall be restored, and the offender punished. It is further agreed 

that when a Choctaw shall be given up to be tried for any off ense 

against the laws of the United States, if unagle to employ counsel 

to defend him, the United states will do it, that his trial may ,, 
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ARTICLE 13--
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It is consented that a qual1t1t4 agent shall be appoint­

ed tor the Choctaws every tour years, unless sooner removed by 

the President; and he shall be removed on petition of the con­

sittuted authorities of the Nation , the President being satisfied 

there is sufficient cause shown. The agent shall fix his r esid­

ence convenient to the great body of the people ; and in the sel­

ection of an agent immediately after the r atification of this 

Treaty, the wishes of the Choctaw Nation on the subject shall 

be entitled to great respect. 

ARTICLE 14--

Each Choctaw head of a family being desi~ous to remain 

and become a citizen of the States, shall be permitted to do so , 

by signit,ing his intention to the agent within six months f rom 

the ratification of this TTeaty ; and he or she shall t h ereupon be 

entitled to a reservation of one section of six hundred and forty 

acres of land, to be bounded by sectional lines of survey; in 

like manner shall be entitled to one-half that qunatity (Sic) 

for each unmarried child which is living with him over ten ·years 

of age, and a quarter-section to such child as may be under ten 

years of age, to adjoin the location of the parent. It they re­

side upon said lands, intending to become citizens of the states, 

for five years after the ratification of this Treaty, in that case 

a grant in fee simple shall issue; said reservation shall include 

the present improvement of the head of the family, or a portion of 

it. Persons who claim under this article shall nt {Sic} the priv-

ilege of a Choctaw citizen, but if they ever remove, are not to be 

5'1 

7 



-a-

entit~d to any portion of the Choctaw annuity. 

ARTICLE 15--

To each of the chiefs in the Choctaw Nation , to wit , 

Greenwood Leflore, Nutachachie, and Musholatubbe, there is gran t ­

ed a reBervation of four sections of land, two of which shall in­

clude and adjoin their present improvement, and the other two 

located where they please, but on unoccupied unimproved lands ; 

such sections shall be bounded by sectional lines, and with the 

consent of the President they may sell the same . Also , to the 

three principal chiefs, and to their successors in office, there 

shall be paid two hundred and fifty dollars annually, while they 

shall continue in their respect ive offices , except to Mushulatu­

bbe, who, as he has an annuity of one hundred and fifty dollars 

for life from a former treaty, shall receive only the additional 

sum of one hundred dollars, while he shall c&ntinue in office 

as chief; and if in addition to this the Nation shall think proper 

to elect an additional principal chief of the whole to superintend 

and govern upon republican principles, he shall receive annually 

~or his services five hundred dollars; which allowance to the 

chiefs and their successors in office shall continue for twenty 

years. At any time when in military service, and while in ser­

vice by authority of the United states, the district chiefs under 

and by selection of the Fresident shall be entitled to the pay 

ot majors; the other chief under the same circumstances shall have 

the pay of a lieutenant colonel. The speakers of the three dis­

tricts shall receive twenty-five dollars a year fro four years 

each; and the three secretaries, one to each of the chiefs, fifty 
• 

dollars each for four years. Each captain of the N~tion, the 
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number not to exceed ninety-nine, thirty-three from each district, 

shall be furnished upon removing to the West with each a good 

suit of elothes and a broadsword, as an eutfit, and for ~our 

years, commencing with the first of their removal, shall each 

receive fifty dollars a year, for the trouble of keeping their 

people at order in settling; and whenever they shall be in mili­

tary service by authority of the United states ; shall receive the 

pay of a captain. 

ARTICLE 16--

In wagons, and with steamboats, as may be found nece s sary, 

the United States agree to remove the Indians to their new homes 

at their expense, and under the care of discreet and car eful 

persons, who will be kind and brotherly to them. They agree to 

furnish them with ample corn and beef, or pork , for themselves 

and families, for twelve months after reaching their new homes . 

It is agreed, further, that the United States will take ~1 their 

cattle, at the valuation of some discreet person to be appointed 

by the President, and the same shall be paid for in money after 

their arrival at their new homes; or other cattle, such as may 

be desired, shall be furnished them, notice being given through 

their agent of their wishes upon this subject, before their re­

moval, that time to supply the demand may be afforded. 

ARTICLE 17--

The several annuities and sums secured under former treat­

ies and sums secured under former treaties to the Choctaw Nation 

and people, shall continue as though this Treaty had never been 

made. And it is further agreed that the United states, in ad-

57 



-10-

dition, will pay t he sum of t wenty t housand dollars for twenty 

years, commencing after their removal to the est , of which, in 
• 

the first year after their removal, ten t hous and dollars shall 

be divided and arranged to such as may not receive reservations 

under this Treaty. 

ARTICLE 18--

The United States shall cau se the lands hereby ceded to 

be surveyed, and s urveyor s may. ent er the Choctaw country for 

that purpose, conduc t ing t hems elves properly , and disturbing or 

interrupting none of the Choctaw people . But no person is to 

be permitted to settle withi n the Nation, or the lands to be 

sold, before the Choctaws shall remove . And for the payment of 

the segeral amounts secured in this Tr eaty , the lands hereby 

ceded are to remain a f und pledged t o that purpose , until the 

debt shall be provided for and arranged. And further , it is 

agreed, that in the constructi on of this Treaty , wherever well­

founded doubt shall arise, it shall be construed most favorably 

towards the Choc t·aws. 

ARTICLE 19--

The following reservations of land are hereby admit t ed ; 

To Colonel David Folsom four sections, of whi ch two shall in-

elude his present improvement, and t wo may be loc ated elsewhere , 

on unoccupied ~nimproved land. 

To L. Garland, Colonel Robert Cole, Tuppanahomer , John 

Pytchlynn, Chas. Juzan, Johokebetubbe, Eaychahobia, Ofehoma , two 

sections each, to include their improvements, and to be bounded 

by sectional linesi and the same may be disposed of and so l d, 

with the consent of the President. And that others not provided 

'l 
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for may be provided for, there shall be reserved as follows: 

FIRST. One section to each head of a family, not exceeding 

forty in number, who, during the present year, may have had in 

actual cultivation, with a dwelling-house thereon, fifty acres 

or more. 

SECOND. Three quarter-sections , attar the manner aforesiad, to 

each head of a family, not exceeding four hundred and sixty , as 

shall have cultivated thirty acres and less than fifty , to be 

bounded by quarter-section lines of survey, and to be congiguous 

and adjoining. 

THIRD. One half-section as aforesaid to those who shall have 

cultivated from twenty to thirty acres, the number not to exeeed 

four hundred. 

II 

FOUR'IH . A quar.ter-section as aforesaid to such as shall have cul­

tivated from twelve to twenty acres, the number not to exceed 

three hundred and fifty, and one-half that quantity to such as 

sl1all have cultivated from two to twelve acres, the numbe r also 

not to exceed three hundred and fifty persons. Each of said 

class of cases shall be subject to the limitations contained in 

the first class, and shall be so located as to include that part 

of the improvement which contains the dwelling-house. If a great­

er number shall be found to be entitled to reservations under the 

several classes of this article than is stipulated for under the 

limitation prescribed, then and in that case the chiefs, separately 

or together , shall determine the persons who shall be excluded 

in the respective districts. 

57 
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FirTH. Any captain, the number not exceeding ninety persons, 

who, under the provisions of this article, shall receive less 

than a section, he shall be entitled to an additional quantity 

of half a section, adjoining to his other reservation. The 

several reservations secured under this article may be sold with 

the consent of the President of the United States ; but should 

any prefer it, or omit to take a reservation for the quantity 

he may be entitled to, the United States will , on his removing, 

pay fifty cents an acre, after reaching their new homes, provid­

ed that before the first of January next they shall adduce to the 

agent, or some other authorized person, to be appointed, proof of 

his claim, and the quantity of it. 

SIXTH. Likewise children of the Choctaw Nation residing in the 

Nation, Who have neither father nor mother, a list of which , 

with satisfactory proof of parentage and orphanage being filed 

with the agent in six months, to be forwarded to the ar Depart­

ment, shall be entitled to a quarter-section of land, to be lo­

cated under the direction of the President , and with his consent 

the same may be sold, and the proceeds applied to some beneficial 

purpose, for the benefit of said orphans. 

ABT]ILI 20--

The United States agree and stipulate .as follows: That 

for the benefit and advantage of the Choctaw people, and to im­

prove their condition, there shall be educated under the direc­

tion of the President, and at the expense of the United states , 

forty Choctaw youths for twenty years. This number shall be 

kept at school, and, as they finsh (Sic) their education, others, 

) 
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to supply their places,s~all be received for the period stated . 

The United States agree, also, to erect a Council-house for the 

Nation, at some conveneint (Sic) central point, after their people 

shall be settled, and a house for each chief; also, a church 

for each of the three districts, to be used also as school-houses, 

until the Nation may conclude to build others; and for these pur­

poses ten thousand dollars shall be appropriated; also fifty 

thousand dollars, vis: twenty-five hundred dollars annually shall 

be given for the support of three teachers of schools, for twenty 

years. Likewise there shall be furnished to the Nation three black­

smiths, one for each district, for sixteen years, and a qualified 

millwright for five years. Also, there shall be furnished the 

following articles: twenty-one hundred blankets; to each war-

rior who emigrates, a rifle, moulds, wipers, and ammunition; one 

thousand axes, ploughs, hoes, wheels and cards, each; and four 

hundred looms. There shall also be furnished one ton of iron, 

and two hundred weight of steel, annually, to each district, for 

sixteen years. 

ARTICLE 21--

The chiefs of the Choctaws have suggested that their 

people are in a state of rapid advancement in education and re ­

finement, and have expressed aa soliciture that they might have 

the privilege of a Delegate on the floor of the House of Rep­

resentatives extended to them. The commissioners do not feel 

that they can, under a tre aty stipulation, accede to the request, 

but at their desire present it in the Treaty, that Congress may 

consider of and decide the application. 

5'1 
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Done and signed and executed by the commissioners of the 

United States, and the chiets, captains, and headmen of the 

Choctaw Nation, at Dancing Rabbit Creek, this t•enty-seventh 

day of September, eighteen hundred and thirty. 

JOHN. H. EATON, (Seal) 

JOHN COFFEE, 

In presence of--

E. BREATHITT, 
Sec'ry to the Commissioners. 

WM. WARD , Agent for Choctaws. 

JOHN PITOBLYNN, u. s. Interpreter. 

M. MACKEY, u. s. Interpreter. 

G. s. GAINES, of Alabama. 

R. P. CURRIN, 

LUKE HOWARD, 

SAMUEL S. WORCESTER, 

JNO. N. BYRN, 

JOHN BELL, 

JNO. BOND. 

Greenwood Leflore, 

Musholatubbee, his 

Nittucachee, his 
I 

Ey arho cut tub bee, his 

Iyacherhopia, his 

Offahoomah, his 

Archalater, his 

Onnahubbee, his 

Bolarterhoomah, his 

5'1 

X mark 

X mark 

X mark 

X mark 

X mark 

X mark 

X mark 

X mark 
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I 

-15-

Hopiunchahubbee, his X mark 

Zishomingo, his X mark 
.. 

C~pta1nthalke, his X mark 
' 

James Shield, his X mark 

Pistiyubbee, his X mark 

Yobalaruncehahubbee, his X mark 

Holubbee, his X mark 

Robert Cole, his X mark 

MGkelareharhopin, his X mark 

Lewis Perry, his X mark 

Artonamarstubbe, his X mark 

Hopeatubbee, his X mark 

Hoshahoomah, his X mark 

Chuallahoomah, his X mark 

Joseph Kincaide, his X mark 

Artooklubbetushpar, his X ma!:k 

Metubbee, his X mark 

Arsarkatubbee, his X mark 

Iss a terhoomah, his X mark 

Chohtahmatahah, his X mark 

Tunnuppashubbee, his X mark 

Okecharyer, his K mark 

Hoshhopia, his X mark 

Warsharshahop1a, his X .IJErk 

Maarah&bopahubbee, his X mark 

Kisharyubbee, his X mark 

Daniel McCurtain, his X mark 

Tushkerharcho, his X mark 
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Hoktoontubbee, his X mark 

Nuknacrahoo~kee, his X mark 

Mingo hoomah, his X mark 

Pisinhocuttubbee, his X mark 

Tullarhacher, his X IIBrk 

Little Leader, his X mark 

llaanhutter, his X mark 

Cowehoome.h, his X mark 

Tillamoer, his X mark 
• 

Imnullacho, his X mark 

A.rtopilachubbee, his X mark 

Shupherunchahubbee, his X mark 

Nit ter hoomah, his X mark 

Oaklaryubbee, his X mark 

Pukumma, his X mark 

Arpalar, his X mark 

Holber, his X mark 

Hoparmingo, his X mark 

Ispe.rhoomah, his X mark 

T1 eberhoomah , his X mark 

Tisholarter, his X mark 

llahayarchubbee, his X mark 

Arlarter, h1• X mark 

Nittahubbee, his X mark 

Tiahonouan, his X mark 

Warsharchahoomah, his X mark 

Isaac James his X mrk 

Hop1a1ntushker, his X mark 



Thomas Leflore, 

.lrnokechatubbee, 

Shokoper 1 ukna, 

Posher hoomah, 

Robert Folsom 

Arharyotubbee, 

Kushonolarter, 

James Vaughan, 

James Karnes, 

Tishohakubbee, 

Narlanalar , 

Pennasha, 

Inharyarke r, 

Motubbee, 

Narharyubbee , 

Ishmaryubbee, 

James McKing , 

Lewis Wilson, 

Istonarkerharcho , 

Hohinshamartarher , 

Kinsula chubbee , 

Emarhinstubbee , 

Gysalndalra, bm. 

Thomas Wall , 

Sam s. Worcester , 

J'acob Folsom, 

William :ro.ter , 
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his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mrk 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X malit 

his X mark 
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Ont1oerharcho, 

Hugh A. Foster 

Pierre J'UZB.Pi 

Jno. P1tchlynn, Jr. 

David Folsom, 

Sholohommastube, 

Tesho, 

Lauwechubee, 

Hoshehammo, 

Otenowo, 

Ahekoche, 

Kaloshoube, 

Atoko, 

Ish tame leche, 

Em:thtohabe, 

Silas D. Fisher, 

Isaac Folsom, 

Heke. tube, 

Hakseche, 

Jerry Carney, 

J'ohn Washington, 

Phiplip, 

Keshameye, 

Ishtehem, 

HeshohoiDDB, 

John KoKelbery, 

Benjm. James. 

57 

-18-

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X nark 

his X mrk 

hi• X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark. 
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Tikbachahambe, 

Aholiktube, 

Walking Wolt, 

John Waide, 

Big Axe, 

Bob, 

Tushkochaubbee, 

Ittabe, 

Tishowakayo, 

Fol ehommo, 

John Garl md , 

Koshona, 

Ishelyohamube, 
I 

Oklanowa, , 

Neto, 

James Fletcher, 

Silas D. Pitchlynn, 

William Trahern, 

Toshkabemm.itto, 

Tethetayo, 

Emokloshahopie, 

Tishomita, 

Thomas w. Foster, 

Zadoc Brashears, 

Levi Perkius, 

Isaac Perry, 

Isholonocka Hoomah, 

Hiram King, 
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his X mark 

his X mark 

his .X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

h1 s X mark 

his X :mrk 

his x mark 

his X mal'k 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his: X mark . 

h1 s X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark: 

his X mrk. 

his X mark. 

his X rmrk. 

his X mark. 

his X mark. 

his X mark. 

his X mark. 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 

his X mark 
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Ogla Enlah, his X mrk 

Nultlahtubbee, his X mark 

Tuska Hollattuh, his X mark 

Panshastubbee, h1 s X mark 

P. P. Pitchlynn, his x mark 

Joel H. Nail, his X mark 

Hopia Stonakey, his X mark 

Kochoomma, his X mark 

William Wade, his X mark 

Panshstickubbee, his X mark 

Holittankchahubbee, his X mark 

Kothoantchahubbee, his X mark 

Eyarpulubbee, his X mark 

Okentahubbe, his X mark 

Living War Club, his X mark 

John Jones, his X mark 

Charla s · cTone s, his X mark 

Isaac Jones, his X mrk 

Hocklucha, his X n:e.rk 

:Muscogee, his .& mark 

Eden Nelson, his X n:e.rk 

Various Choctaw persons have been presented by the chiefs 

ot tbe nation, with a deaire that they might be provided for; 

being paeticularly deserving, an earnestness has been manifested 

that provision might he made for them, IS is,therefore,by the 

undersigned commissioners here assented to, with the understand­

ing that they are to have no in.terest in the reservations, which 

5'1 



-21-

are directed and provided for under the general treaty to which 

this is a supplement. 

As evidence of the liberal and kind feelings of the Pres­

ident and Government of the United States , the commissioners agree 

to the request as follows, {to wit :) Pierre Juzen , Peter Pitch­

lynn, G. w. Harkins, Jack Pit chlynn, Israel Folsom, Louis Leflore , 

Michael Lefore, and Allen Yates and w ite, shall be entitled to 

a reservati on of two sections of land each, to include their im­

provement where they ar present reside, with the exception of the 

three first named persons, and Benjamin Lefore, who are author­

ized to locate one of their sections on any other unimproved 

and unoccupied land, within their respect! ve districts. 

ARTICLE 2--

And to each of the following per sons there is allowed 

a reservation of a section and a half of land, (to wit:) James 

L. McDonald, Robert Jones, Noah Wall , James Campbell , G. Nelson , 

Vaughn Brashears, R. Harris, Little Leader, s . Foster, J . Vaughn, 
a/ 

L. Durans, samuel Long, T. Magagha, Thos. Everge, Giles Thompson , 

Thomas Garland, John Bond, William Leflore, and Turner Brashears ; 

the two first named persons may locate one section each, and one 

section jointly on E:ny unimproved and Unoccupied land, these not 

residing in the nation; the others are to include their present 

residence and improv,ement. 

Also, one section is allowed to the following persons, 

(to wit: ') Middleton Mackey, vesley Train, Choclehome., Moses 

Foster, D. w. Wall, Charles Scott, Molly Nail, Susan Colbert, 

who was formerly susan James, Samuel Garland, @1la8 Fisher, 

5? 
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D. McCurtain, Oaklahoma, and Polly Fillecuthey, to be located 

in en tire sections to include their present residence and im­

provement, with the exception of Molly Nail and Susan Golbert , 

who are authorized to locate theirs on any unimproved unoccup­

ied land. 

John Pitchlynn has leng and faithfully served the nation 

in character of United States interpreter; he has acted as such 

for forty years; in consideration it is agreed , in addition to 

what has been done for him, there shall be granted to two of his 

children, (to wit:) Silas Pitchlynn and Thomas Pitcylhnn (Sic) , 

one section of land each, to adjoin the location of their father; 

likewise to Jsnes Madison and Peter , sons of MUsholatubbee, one 

section of land each, to include the old house and improvement 

where their father formerly lived, on the old military road ad­

joining a large prairie, 

"' And to Henry Gr~ves, son of the chief Nattie ache, there 

is one section of land given to adjoin his father's land . 

And to each of the following per sons half a section of 

land is granted on aoy unoccupied and unimproved lands in the 

districts where they respectively live, (to wit : ~ William Har­

kins, James, D. Hamilton, William Juzan, Tobias Leflore, Joa. 

Doke, Jacob. Folsom, P. Hays, samuel Worcester, George Hunter , 

William Train, Robert Nail, and Alexander McKee. 

And there is given a quarter-section of land each to 

Delia and her fiYe fatherle.ss children, she being a Choctaw woman 

resid1ng .out of the nation; also, the same quantity to Peggy 

Trihan, another Indian woman residing out of the nation, and her 

two fatherless children; and to the widows of Pushmilaha and 
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Pucktshenubbee, who we r e formerly distinguished chiefs of the 

nation, and for their children, four quarter - s ections of land 

each, in trust for themselves and their chi ldr en . 

All of said last mentioned reservati ons are to be located 

under and by direction of the President of the United states . 

ARTie IE 3--

The Choctaw people, now t hat t hey have c eded their lands , 

are solicitous to get to their new homes early as possible , and 

accordingly they wish th at a party may be permit t ed to proceed 

this fall to ascertain whereabouts will be most advantageous for 

their people to be loca ted. I t i s t herefore agreed that three or 

four persons, {from each of t he three districts , ) under the guid­

ance of some discreet and well qual ified person or persons , may 

proceed during this fall to t he west, upon an examination of the 

country. For their time and expenses the United states agree to 

allow the said twelve persons t wo dol l ars a day each, not to ex­

ceed one hundred days, which is deemed tobe ample time to make an 

examination. f necessary, pi l ots acquai nted wit h the country 

will be furnished when they arrive in the west. 

ARTICLE 4--

John Donly, of Alabama, who has -, sever al Choctaw grand-

children, and who for twenty years has carried the mail t hrough 

the Choctaw nation, a desire by the chiefs is expressed that he 

may have a section of land; it is accordinly (Sic) granted; t o be 

located in one entire section, on any unimproved and unoccupied 

land. Allen Glover, and George s. Gaines, licensed traders in 

the Choctaw nation, have accounts amounting to upwards of nine 

1 thousand dollars against the Indians, who are unable to pay their 

said debts without distressing their families; a desire is ex-
____..~ __ __, 



pressed by the chiefs that two sections of la nd be s et apart to 

be sold, and the proceeds thereof t o be applied toward the pay­

ment of the aforesiad (Sic) deb·ts. It is agreed that two sec­

tions of any unimproved and unoccupied land be granted to George 

s. Gaines, who will sell t he s ame f or t he best price he can ob ­

tain, and apply the proceeds t her eof t o t he credit of the Indians , 

on their accounts due to t he abo vementioned Glover and Gaines ; 

and shall make the applic ation t o t he poorest Indian first . At 

the earnest and particular r eque st of the chief , Greenwood Le­

flore, there is granted t o David Hal ey , one half-section of land , 

to be located in a hal f -section on any unoccupied and unimproved 

land, to be compensation f or a journey to Washington City , with 

with despatches to the Government , and returning others to the 

Choctaw Nation. 

The foregoing is entered i nto, as supplemental to the 

treaty concluded yesterday. 

Done at Dancing Rabbit Creek, the 28th day of september 

1830. 

In presence of 

Jno. H. Eaton , 
J'no. Coffee, 

E. Breathitt, Sec'y to Com. 
w. Ward, Agent for Choctaws, 
M. Mackey, u.s. Interpreter. 
John Pitchlynn, u.s. Interp. 
R. P. Currin, 
Jno. w. Byrn, 
Geo. s. Gaines. 

Greenwood Leflore, 
Nittuchachee, 
Uushulatubbee, 
Offahoomah, 
Eyarhoeuttubee, 
Iyaeherhopi a, 

his X mark. 
his X mark. 
his X mark. 
his X mrk. 
his X mark. 
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Holubbee, 
Onarhubbee, 
Robert Cole, 
Hopiaunchahubbe~, 
David Folsom, 
John Gar land , 
Hopiahooma.h, , 
Captain Thalko, 
Pierre Juzan, 
Tmmarstarber, 
Ho shimhamartar, 
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his X mark. 
his X mark. 
his X mark. 
his X mark. 
his X mark. 
his x mark. 

his X mark. 

his X mark. 
his X mark. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT KNCJNN , THAT I, ANDREW JACKSON , Pres­

ident of the United States of America, having seen and consiaered 

said Treaty, do, in purSl ance of the advice and cons et of the 
(Sic) 

Senate, as expressed by their resolution of the twenty-first day 

of February, one thousand eight hundred and thirty-one , accept, 

ratify, and confirm the same, and every clause and article there­

of, with the exception of the preamble. 

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF , I have caused the seal of the Un­

ited States to be hereunto affixed, having signed the same with 

my hand. 

Done at the City of Washington , this twenty-fourth day 

of February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred 

and thirty-one, and of the Independence of the United States the 

fif'ty,fitth. 

ANDREW JACKSON. 

By the President: 

M. VAN BUREN, 
Secretary of State. 

Union Agency # 57. Copy of Cho•taw treaty of 1830. 

(Endorsed) 
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Vashington, D. c. 
De c. 3rd 18?0 

Dear ephew: 

Your lett er writ t en the 20th of last month I receiv-

ed this afternoon , and I t hank you for the news you give me 

of what wa s done by the Council . 

In regard to the Free dmen in ·the Nation my advice 

to them is to remain quie t and to have nothing to do ~ ith any 

white man who may come into the Nation pretending to be their 

freinds, or claiming autmbrity f rom Wash i ngton to advise them-­

These white men are only adventurers , who are tryi ng to bring 

about difficulties be t ween t he Free dmen and the Choctaws be -

lieving the U. S. would interfer and that they would make money 

for themse lves. 

My advice to our Freedmen , as I s a id before , i s t o re -

main quiet and to obey the laVi s and they · ll be protected an d 

cared f or, until other arrangements are made for them . They should 

not listen to these w1 ite men who come among them , t~ling them 

to sign papers , to hold mee tings and to get up petitions to Con­

gress--f or ~tiey are not the Freedmen ' s fr iends and they can do 

them no good , but may get them into a great many difficulties-­

Let our Freedmen beware of them, and have nothi ng to do ith 

them. 

Congress will meet day after tomorrow and I am ready to 

go to work to fight for the intere s ts of the Choctaw people-- I 

expect to have a hard f i ght ith the R. R. specul ators -- fo r they 
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will be here with all kinds of schemes to get Cong ress t o gran t 

them lands t o build their roa ds . 

The Pr es ide t h as a s sured me , in re gar d t o t he sUTV?Y 

of th e l unds in the Ch~ckasaw district-- tha t be f ore any l and 

off ice is est ablished or any division of the lands in sever alty 

is ma de, the whole matt er should be invest i ga t ed b y the u. s . 

At t orney General, and i f he f ound my view of t he ma tt er correct 

the whole survey should go for nau ght , and t he Secy . of t he In­

terior has recommended i n his Report to Congress--that t he mat-

ter should be thoroughly inves.tig at ed be f ore t he establishment 

of any l and of fice at Boggy Depot is authorized &c . I s hall do 

all I can , even i f the survey shall be made , to have i t go f or 

no thing . 

I r e ceived a letter from Dr . Bond , and a lso fr om ot hers , 

stating that Sampson Folsom and Dr . Bond were appointed b y the 

Council in the old delegation in the pl a ce of Israel Folsom and 

Sam Garland-- I have also beard that the council did not a ppoint 

them--I \ ish you would write . e immediately and tell me all you 

know about the mat ter. 

7e all se nd our love to a ll our relatives and friends . 

To H.C. Harris 
Clarksville, Tx. 

Your Uncle . 
P/ / Pitchlyn. 

(Photostatic copy of original letter in regard to Fre edmen and 
survey of land in Chickasaw Nat ion.) Filed in Union gency Records . 
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LUSHKA HOMINA 

Nel son , Ind . Ter . J uly 4 , 1884 

Hon . B . c. Harris 

Harris Fer ry, I . T. 

De ar ir : 

Your s of pril 15th to hand 

have sent by this ma il a l et t e r t o Rev . l • . ,1 . Keeth in r egard 

to pro position made b y Mi ssion ar y hoard as I had a let t er 'from 

him so me time ago in regard to the matter . 

The Election in Augu s t is favorable so f ar as I have 

been able t o f ind out , Ed bei ng i n the major i ty in nearly 

every county heard f rom. ·I hope all will prove well in the 

end . This leaves myself and family wel l , an d I he ar of no 

complaints among the nei ghbors . 

Pro . 
Jno . R. James 

Private Sec . 

Truly yo urs , 

J . F . f ccurtain 
PRINCIPAL CHIEF 
Choc taw Nat i on 

(Photostatic copy of ori ginal lett er writ t en by Princi pa l 
Chief of Choctaw ~at ion , f iled with r ecords of Un ion Agency 
at 1- uskogee , klahoma . ) 



January 26 , 1894 . 

This agreement. witnesseth , tha t T. ~1 . Hunter has been 
duly appointed uperintendent of Armstrong Or phan Harle by the 

Board of Educa tion of the Cho ctaw ration , and for hi s services he 

is to receive the su of Twelve Hundred 1200 . 00) per annum 

payable quarterly according to law o 

As ~ such Superintendent he is to t ake charge of and man­

age the home , receiving seventy Choctaw BQys , to procure t wo com­

petent teachers and fur nish medical attendance, board , fuel , 

clothing and lodging for t he boys and conduct t he s a id home in 

every way after the manne r of a well regul ated orphan home . He 

is to defray all expenses necessary to the successful operation 

of the s chool . He is to receive the sum of seven thous and dol-

lars quarterly as provided by law and r ender an i temized and cor ­

rect account of the s ame , the balance if any belongi ng to the 

home , also the additional sum of fifteen hun dred dollars for tbe 

salary of t wo competent instructors . 

Th e said T. · . Hunt er in all things to be governed s tric t ­

ly by the law of t he Choctaw ration governi ng and regul ating t he 

management of boarding schools . 

Given under our hands and seal , t hi s t he 26th day of Jan-

uary 1894. 

Amos Henry , lst District , 
Ed li lson, 2nd District , 
D. A. Riddle ~d District , 
J . B. Jete~ Supt. T. Schools . 
T. .Hunter . 

Approved th i s the Jan . 26th . D. 1894 . 
ri . N. Jones 
Prine ipal Chief 
Choctaw Nation . 
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June 25 , 1894 . 

This agre ement wi t nesse t h thc t J . B. Jeter has been 

duly appoint ed uperintendent of the Spencer r cademy by the Board 

o f Educ a tion of the Choctaw at i on and for his services he is to 

receive t he sum ilif Twelve Hundred ( pl 200 . 00 Dollars per annum , 

payable qu ar t er l y according to law. s such Super intendent , he is 

to take charge of and to manage the cademy receiving one hund­

red Choct aw boys not less than 12 years of age , to procure compe-

tent instruc tors and furnish med ical attendance , board , f uel , 

clothing and l odgi ng for t he boys and conduct the Academy in every 

way after t he manner of a well re gul ated , h i gh grade boarding school . 

He i s t o defray all expenses necessary to the successful 

operation of the school . e is to receive the sum of Ten Thousand 

Dollars qu art erly as provided by la and render a correct account 

of the same , t he balance if any belongs to the scholl(Sic) ; also 

the additi onal sum of Ni neteen Hundred and Fifty Do llars for the 

salary of co mpetent instruc tors . The said J . B. J eter in all 

things to be gover ned strictly by the law of the Choctaw a tion 

geverni ng and regulat i ng the management of Boarding J chools . 

Signed this 25th day of June at Sp encer 1 cademy , Choct a 

Nati on, ~ • D. 1894 . 

APPROVED: 
~· . IT . Jones. 

Principal Chief, Choctaw rati on , I . T. 

6'9/ 

J . B . Jeter 
·mos Henry 1st District . 

E. H. fi l son 2d istrict 
D. • Ri ddle 3d Distr ict . 



June 25 , 1894. 5/ 

This agreement witnesseth , t hat • H. Wilson has been 

duly appointed Supe rintendent of the lheelock emale Orphan Home 

by the Board of 'ducat ion of the Choctaw r, ation , and for his ser-

v ices he is to receive the sume (Sic) of Twelve Hundred ( ~ 12 0 0 . 0 0 } 

Dollars per anhum, payable quar t erly ac cording to law. 

1S such Supe rintendent he is to take charge of and man -

age tbe Hom e receiving fif ty Choct aw girls , to procure t wo compe -

tent teachers and furnish med ical attendance , board , fuel , cloth-

i ng and lmdging f or the g irls and conduct the said home in every 

way after t he manner of a well regulated orph an home . 

Ie is to defray all expenses necess ar y t o the successful 

operati on of the home . He i s to receive the sum of Five Thousand 

Doll ars quarterly according t o l av and render a correct a ccount 

of t he sa e , the balance if any belonging to the school , also the 

add i tional sum of Fifteen Hundred ollars for the sa l ar y of t wo 

competent teachers . 

The said E. H. , ilson in all things to b e governed strict ­

l y by the law o f the Choctaw Nation governine and regu1nti ng the 

t he management o f boarding schools . 

S igned this 25th day of June at Spencer i cademy, hoc t a w 

Nation A. D. 1894 . 

APRROVED : 
J. N. Jones 
Principal Chief 
Choctaw lTation . 
I . T. 
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Signed: E. H. ··ilson 
~os Henry 1st istrict 

D. A. Ridder 3d District 
J . B. Je t es Supt . Schools . 
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Fort Smith , Arkansas ; Oc tober 30 , 1895 . 

To the 

Honorable Olosachubbee , Chairman , a nd members of 
Committee appointed by the National Council , 
Choctaw Nation. 

Tushka HowJa , Indian Terri tory . 

Gentlemen:-

Accompanying this letter we have the honor to submit 

in writing the proposition made to you on yesterday . 

e r espectfully ask a careful consideration of the 

same and an early repl y of your a ction. 

Re spectfully , 

Henry L. Dawe s 

Chairman . 

Frank C. rmstrong 

Arc hibald • · cKennon 

Thos • B. Cabaniss 

• B. ontgomery 

Copy of Letter Press Copy, s igned, in off ice of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes, uskogee, Okla . 

Copied by RLW 5/2/34 



To the 

Fort Smi th, Arka nsas, October 30 , 1895 . 

Honorable Olosachubbee , Chairman , and members of 
Committee appointed by the ational Council , 
Choctaw Nation . 

Tushka Homma , Indi an Territory . 

The unders igned Commissioner s appointed for that 

purpose by the United States , propose to negotiate with the 

Choctaw Nation for the pur pose of exc hang ing by said nation 

upon te rms that shall be just, fair and reasonable to all 

concerned or interested therein , the present tribal title of 

said nation to its l ands and other property for an equal 

division thereof among all cit izens of the tribe entitled to 

share therein , and an ad justment and full settlement of all 

demanda, claims and other unset tled matters of any kind exist­

ing between the United States and sai d nation , so far as may 

718 

be neces sary and p roper for t he ult i mate creatio~ of a territor-

ial or state e overnment under authority of the United States , 

embracing s aid Cho ctaw Nation and such other nations of the 

Indian Territory as may desire to become a part thereof . 

The United States to put each perso~ in possession of 

the lands to which he is so entitled , wi thout e~ense to him 

and the tribal government to remain in authority until the 

compl et ion of the changes herein propos ed , and as much longer 

as shall be agreed upon in such negotiations . 

Henry L. Dawes, 
Frank C. Armstrong 
Archibald s . McKennon 
Thos . B. Cabaniss , 
A. B. Montgomery 

Copy of Letter Press copy, signed, in o:ffioe or Sup t. of Five 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 5/2/34 
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EXECUTIVE OFF ICE •• CHOCTAW NATI ON . 

Sans Bois, I . T. 

Nov. 15th , 189? . 

Hon. Tams Bixby , 

Act . Chairman, Dawes Commis s ion , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir :-

I ha ve the honor to not i fy y.G>ur honorable cornrniss ion t hat 

our National Council r a t ified the Agr eement made between the com-

missions represen t i ng the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nati on and the 

Dawes Commission . 

It was r atif ied on Nov. 3rd. and passed t he Hou se by a 

vote of 18 to 8, and the Senat e by 8. t o 4. 

Trusting th at we will be succ es sful in having i t r a ti f i ed 

by Congress with as little modificat i on as possible , 

I am re spectfully , 

Green McCur t a in , 

p . c .c .x. 

(Endorsed) # 112, Commission to Five ~ribes , Received Nov. 1? , 
1897 , McCurta i n Gov . Sans Bois , I . T. 11/15/97 . No t i f i es Commis ­
sion of r atification of treaty. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE , CHOCT ~ NATION. 

GREEN Mc CURTAIN , PRINCIPAL CHI EF . 

Sans B o 1 s , I • T. , 

April 18th, 1898. 

Hon. A. L. Aylesworth . 

Sec'ty of Com. to the Five Civilized Tr ibes . 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir :-

I am in receipt of your communicat ion of the 11th. inst . 

wishing me to f urnish you with the number of Ind ian citizens , and 

colored citizens in the Choct aw Nation , for the pur pose of en­

abling you to ascertain t he amount of s pace that will berequired 

in the blanks to be prepared by the Commission . 

The toll I furnished the Commission contained 14258 names of 

citizens by blood : 3703 colored ci t izens: and 945 intermarried 

white cit i zens. But this is not the authentic roll of the 

Choctaw citizens because it was not approved by me as Principal 

Chief. My r eason for not approving the rolls was that I had 

ascertained that there were about 60 names that had been put on 

the rolls through fraud ; also that there were 375 or 400 colored 

citizens who had been prevented fr om enrolling by designing pe r -

sons. our last General Council created a ne w citizenship Commis-

sion to investigate these frauds, and to prepare a ne w roll . We 

are now at work on this roll and as soon as it i s completed we 

will furnish the Dawes commission with a copy of it . But in 

preparing your b~anks I think you will be safe in preparing 

the following number: Citizens by blood.--14256.-- Citizens 

by intermarriage, 950.-- Citizens by adoption or colored citi zens. 

4200. 
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Our Nation is composed of three Districts , 1st., 2nd . , & 3rd . 

and these three Distric ts are subdivided into counties as fol -

lows: 

The First District embraces the Counties of SANS BO I S , SKULLY­

YILLE , SUGAR LO F, GAINES · nd TOBUCKSY. 

The Se cond District embraces the Counties of JACKS FORK , KI~J-

IT IA , TOK , BLUE , .I CKSON . 

And in preparing · our rolls we enrolled thos e Chaeta s living in 

the Chickasaw Nation as living in the Chickasaw Dwtrict . 

Respectfully , 

Green McCurt a in • 

. c. c: c. N. 

(Endorsed) # 389 . Commission to Fi v e Tribes . Muskogee , Oklahoma 
Received April 19, 1898. McCurtain , Green . Sans Bois, I . T. 
11/18/98. Relative to number of Citizens in Choctaw ation. 



J . J. EVERIDG 
Superintendent 
Public Instruction 

Choctaw Nation. 

Grant , I . T . May 25 , 1898 . 

Hon . J . Geo . Jright , 

U . S . Indian I nspe ctor , 

Muscogee , Ind . Ter. 

S ir :-

In regard to the Miss ion School at Old Good Land this 

school is run by some board and is located in a full blood 
, 

neighborhood t he Indian children are taught wetber (Sic) the Na -

tion pays or not , t here are two schools in this County one at 

Old Good land and the other at Coal Springs and that is run 

by the Mission Board. I ha d no authority of law to advise 

them to continue t hei r schools I simply did it under a letter 

received from your Honor , dated Feb . 14" 1898 , advising me to 

continue tn, s t • .Agnes neighborhood school . There are no ap -

propriation made to pay teachers f o r t each i ng af ter De ce mber , 31" 

1898 the Choctaw Board of Educ ation would .bave no authority of 

law to call on t~ proper Trustee to issue a warrant with out an 

appropriation made by Council , if the Choc taw Board of Educat ion 

has to pass on t hese reports iile teach rs will simply have to 

wait unt il the Coctaw (Sic) Council con venes , which ri 11 be 

next Octo'ber and make an ap propri ation for these t eachers . 

Yours Truly , 

J . • veridge 

(Endoraed ) Union Agency No . l136 Received ~ay 26 , 1899 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory . Gr ant , I . T., :&ay 25 ,1899 . 
J •• Everidge . - ---Rel . to the neighborhood school taught sinc e Dec . 
31,1898 , at Goodland ----



DEPAR'IMENT OF THE INTERIO R, 

Commission to the 1'ive Civilized Tribes , 

Pit tsfield Iv1ass . 

0 c t . 12, 18 98 . 

. The Honorable C. • Bliss , 

Secre tary of the Interior: -

S ir : 

I am in receipt -- r emailed to me in ashington P . o. - -

3 

of your letter of tbe 4th inst ., en clo sing for "a report thereon 

a s soon as practicable , n copies of t wo J.e; tte rs f rom Hon . Green 

McCurtain , Princi pal Chief of the Choctaw Na tion , seeking the 

aid a nd cooperati on of the Hon . Secre tary in ce r t a in pr oposed 

legislation by the Council of that Nat i on relative to timber 

depredations and taxes to relieve the indebtednes·s of the c oun­

ties . 

The avowed object of the proposed J.e, gisla t i on is most 

coii11!endable , and its attainment is v ery nece ssary , but the 

Department could not safely ~approve n or "commend" in advance 

the propriety and wisdom af any measures the character and 

features of which are not disclosed. 

Mr . McCurt i n seeks by some legislation hereafter to be 

drafted : 

1. To prohibit tbe cutting off of the timber and o the r ­

Wise denuding , before actual allotment , of t he land likely to 

fall , when allotment comes , to others than those who are de ­

spo iling it for present gain . 

1 408 
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There can be no question but t hat s u ch proceedings mus t 

be stopped, and if there is not already sufficien t power in 

the Courts for t hat purpose a ny wi se measur e of legisl ati on 

that will accomplish it is mos t desirabl e . I th i nk that , 

while such legislati on c an, in no e vent, do harm, yet the Courts 

have alre ady sufficient po v~r and c an exerc ise it at any moment 

without waiting for legislation. The treati es of 1855 and 1866 

both declare, expre s sly, t ha t e a ch and e very Choc taw and Chicka­

saw is a tenant in common wi t h e ver y othe r Choc taw and Chickasaw 

in each and every portion of the t err ito ry and that the United 

States will defend h i m in t ha t ri ght. Now nothing is c learer 

in law than t hat one co-tenant c anno t , as against his co-tenant , 

commit waste on t he c anmon prope r ty . The United States Courts 

in the Territory are clothed wi th ful l equity powers , and the 

second section of the "Curtis Bill,. gi ve s them ample juri s -

diction over all tribal property and all part ies interested 

in it. I cannot see t he need of further power to enjo i n 

against waste in the fullest manner. Still judicious Je gis-

lation may well be in aid of t ha t power. 

11. Mr. McCurt a in seeks f urther an as surance in advan ce 

of the aid and coopera tion of the Honorable Sec r etary in proposed 

legislation that by a system of taxation will r elieve t he 

Counties of the burden of their present i ndebtedne ss. 

It is certainly most desirable, if not neces s ary to r elie ve 

in some way the counties from their indebtedness a t a s early a 

day as possible, but what is the best method of such r e lief 

no one can give an opinion of any value in the absence of 

any information as to the character or amount of such indeb ted-

ness or uhder what circumstances it was contracted. 
1408 
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be well t o f'irs t c a ll upon Mr. iv cCurtain for an exact 

statemen t of the am ount af' indeb t edness of each county , for 

what it was inc ur r ed, .and by whom it is now mld , and whether 

trere i s any suspici on of i llegality or otmr stain attaching 

to any of i t . vi th th i s information before it the Depart-

ment could bet t er juige of what it would be wise to recommend 

than i t c an at present • 

It my not be ou t or place to suggest that the tendency 

in t h ose , who .happen t o be in control as these agreermnts take 

the p lace of the old order of things , in their respective 

nations, wi l l be to tm adoption , now tha t they bave the power , 

o f harsher measures against those who .have been contending agains t 

tb:t m w· order of th irgs , than would be wise or beneficial in 

re sults. It i s very desirable to draw , as much as pas sible , 

all t hese oppone nts into cooperation rather than repulse them 

by unnecessarily harsh legislation . 

This seek i ng tbe c anrnittal of the Depart1mnt in advamce to 

proposed le g i slat ion should not be encouraged. It may , for 

want of s u f f icie n t information , laad to embarrassment . 

I am with great respect , 

Truly yours , 

Henry L. Dawes , 

Chairman.. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l408 Commiss i on to Five Tribes , Recd . 
Nov. 15,1898 Depa r t ment, ~ ashi ng ton 11/9/98---- ·ith reference 
to certain legislati on enacted by Choc taw council , requiring 
approval of the Presi dent.----
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C H 0 C T A 

-o oo ­
AN ACT 

N T I 0 N • 

EP ALING A ACT E v1PLOYI G .8.. ID P INTING S . GUERRIER 
SPE IAL G , T .Al ATrORNEY OF TT-E CHOCTAW N TION . 

BE I 
ASS 1 TBLED : 

AC E By THE G I ERAL 0 IL OF THE CHOCTA···· N r I 

That the Act of the General Council of the Choct aw at i on 

entitled "An Act appointing a Special Agen t and Attorney to in-

vestigat e the royalty and permit accounts , and collect money 

due for royalty and permits , " approved ovember 9 , 1897 , and 

which Act declared s . Guerr·ier said Special gent and Attorrey , 

is hereby repe aled ; and t his Act shal l t ake effect and be in 

force from and after its pa ssage . 

Passed the ouse Oct . 28 , 1898 , 

Joe Dukes , 
peaker o f t he House of Represent a tives . 

assed the Senate , Oct . ~8 , 1898 , 

(S E A L~ 

H . P . ard , 
Pres ident of the 3enate . 

APP OVEn : OCTOBLR 28 , 1898 , 

Green 1 ccurt ain, 
rincipa l Chief of he 

Choctaw I ~t iop o 

EXECUTI VE ION , March l , 1899 , 

APPROVED : illi am .cKin l ey . 
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EXECUTIVE OFFIC E , CHOCTA V ATION. 
Green McCurta in , Princi pal Chie f . 

Sans Bois , I . T . 
Nov. 30th , 18 98 . 

Hon . J . Geo . ·ri ght , 

Sir :-

U.s . Indi an Inspector , 

Mus k ogee , Ind. Ty . 

/ 

I wi s h to call your at t ention to a mat t er in which a va s t 

number of Ch oc taws , and espec ial l y the full bloods , a re being 

defrauded . Parti es profe s sing t o be , and I suppose are , sur-

veyors , a r e rep res.en t i !\g to the i lli terate full blood Choc taws 

that if they do not have thei r lands surveyed , tbe y wi 11 be 

cheate d out of the l ands on wh ic h their i mp rovemen ts are made , 

I 

and thus lose all . Tbe se fu l l bl oods being ignorant o:f the law 

a nd knowi ng noth i ng about t he lines of survey, figures , e t c . , 

are naturally b e comi~ alar med at the representations of these 

surveyors . And be i ng o ve r-credu lou s on this subject , a re deeding 

a part of t m ir l o.nd to these surveyors to have the m survey the 

other part . This t h i ng should be s topped , a nd I therefore write 

to you t hat you muy t ake s on:e a c t ion in t he matter . 

Ac cording to tl:e terms of t he Agree:rr.en t ., t~ lands are to be 

surveyed by tbe u . s . Gover nment ~ ithou t cost t o the all ottees . 

Very respectfully , 

Green Me Cur t a i n . 

Princi pa l Chief , Choc t aw Nation . 

1540 . 
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(Endorsed) Union agency no . 1540 Commission to Fi ve Tri bes . Re cd . 
Dec.3,1898 Green McCurtain ,Gov. Choctaw Natio n , Sans Bois,I.T.---­
Complains about unauthorized surveyors imposing upon citizens and 
asks so:rre action be taken to stop it. 

Muscogee, I.T. Dec.2nd, 1898. 

Respe ctfully refer red to The Commission of the ive Ci Vi ­
lized Tribes for co 1~ideration and appropria t e action . Gov . 1 c­
Curtain bas been advised of this action and t hat the Commiss ion 
has been advised of this action and t ha t the Commission will 
communicate with him on the subject. 

J . Geo . \ right, 
U. s . Indi an Inspector . 



0 T I C E- -

TO I~ ISSIS IPPI CH ., I U I .. S : 

The Dawes Commission has thought it ne cessary and p rope r 

t o give definite information of the manner in which it ~ · 11 

perform the duty of identi f ying ,· i ssissipp i Choc taws , i mposed 
• 

upon it by the f ollowi ng provi s i on O J. s ection 21 , of the 1~ct of' 

Congress , June 28 , 1898 : 

"Said Commission shall h1:1v e a ut ority to determi ne t he 

identity of Choct aw Ind ians claiming r i ghts in Choctaw lands 

under Article 14 of the Trea t y between t he Uni te d St a t es and 

the Ohoctaw ati on , concluded September 27 , 18' 0 , and to that 

end , they may administe r oa t hs , exruni ne wi tnesses and per f orm 

all other a cts ne cessary t hereto and make re port to t he s ecre-

tary of the Interior . " 

Section 14 , of t h e r ea t y above r eferred to , i s a s f ol-

lows: 

"Article IV. Each Choct aw head of a f ami ly , eing de s i r -

ous to remain and be come a ci t i zen o f the ~ t a tes shall be per -

mitted to do so , by si gnifying his intention to the ~ gent , Ti i t h­

in six months rom the rati f ica tion o f this Treaty , and he or 

she shall thereupon b e en t itled to a reserva tion o f one sec t ion 

of sic hundred and f orty acres of land , to ue bounded by section­

al lines of survey ; in like anner shall be entitled to one - ha lf 

that quantity for each unmarried child which i s li ri ng , i th h i m 

over ten years of age ; and a quarter section w ea ch c hild as 
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may be under ten years of age , to adjoin the lo c btion of the 

parent . If they reside upon said l ands intend i n e to become 

citizens of the St ates for f i ve years af t er the ratification 

of this Treaty , in th a t c a. ,e , a grant in fe e si r~· p le shall is­

sue ; said reservation shall ·ncl ude the present i mprovemen t 

of the head of the family , or a portion of i t . -ersons who 

claim under this rticle shall not lo se the pr i v i lege of a 

Chocta citizen , b ut i they ever remove are not entitled to 

any portion o f the Choct a annuity. " 

It will be observed that the benefits extended under 

this .L:il'ticle of the .:..reaty , are limit ed to Choct aw heads of 

families , wh o , vithin six months from the ratif ication of the 

Treaty , Bebrua ry 24 , 1831 , s i gnif ie d their i ntention to rema in 

and be come ci t i zens of the '' t a tes , t ogether :v i th their children 

therein nentioned . ~roof , showing a compliance ith thes e pro­

visio ns by applic ants or their ancestors , v ill be required in 

every case , a nd exhibits of records and documents , prop erly 

verified , showing these fa cts, ;ill be re ceived . o i tten 

pleadings , deposi t i ons or aff idavits , in any case , ffi 11 be re ­

ceived or filed by the Conrrni ss i on ; but a pplican ts or the head 

of each family desiring to b e i dentif i ed , under sa id s ection 

.1/- ~-

of the Tr e~ ty will e r equ ir ed to appear in person , before the 

Commission a t one of it appointments f or oral examination under 

oath , from wh ich , and t he do cumentary evidence above named , the 

Commission Nill determine the i dent it y of applicant , and no 

further expense to applicant is necessary than to so appear be -
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fore the Commission v~ i th documentary e vi dence aforesaid . ll 

expenses of the Co ission and of its work are paid by t he 

government and no charge will b e ade a Gainst any pe rson ap-

pearing before it . 

The Cormnission , in perfor ming this duty , will not b e 

acco pani ed or attended by any one , outside o f i t s own clerical 

as i tants , in any degree author i zed to speak f or or act 'l ith 

it . 

The ommi ss i on i s r .l iJlli ~ I B TO J.l·ffi LL ·is issipp i 

Choctaws as Choctaw ci t i zens . 

as persons h o come v i thi n the provisi ons o :: said .L1.rticl e 14 , 

and to ma , ~ re p rt t hereof to the e cretary of the I nterior , 

and Congr es s v ill doubtless , mak e provisions f or the right s of 

such perso ns to be detennined b y the Courts . If such dete r ­

mination be in their favor , they 1 ill t h en be enrol led , and 

anti tle d to partici pate in the a llotment of ho ct aw lands o 

uscogee , Indian Terri to~y , 

December 2 , 1898 . 

33 

~embe r s o f ommis s i on . 



TO THE ~ I S S I S S I I 
~~, T T ~ T .u E 0 

C H C T 
:i.IISJI c I PP I . 

I N D I A 
,., 
o . 

4 i 

The work of a llot t i n g t he l ands of the hoc t aw at i on , and 

distribut i ng to the hoc taw nd i an s an equa l per ca Ji ta share 

of tri oal m ney , i s _- r egre s si ng , under t he supe r v i s i on of Con-

gress , through t h e authent i cated agents of t he go ver nmen t , the 

Cor ission to the f i ve civilized t r i bes . 

Under t e fourteenth article of the hoc taw Tre a ty of 

1830 , all the .issi s s i ppi ho ct aw Ind i ans and their linea l de -

sc endants , no w residing in . is s i ss i ppi or e ls ewher e , as we ll 

as all t he Choctaw Indians and t he i r linea l des cend ant s Nho 

re s ide in the hoc t ar-v Nation , are entitled to share equally in 

the di tribution of the Choct aw l ands and one y . 

Th e w r equire s that all i s s i ssi pp i Choc tans and their 

b l ood desc end ants shal l be i denti f ied as such and !ave their 

names entered upon the off icia l hoct aw Indi an r oll s a con­

dition precedent t o their shar i ng in t he l and and money , and 

it is important that t his b e atten ded to witho ut an y more de ­

l ay than possible . 

Being t horoughly c onversant vi th t h e l aw and the l egal 

methods whereby all bona fide h c taw I ndi ans may se cur e the ir 

tribal rights , I will acce pt employmen t as an a ttorney to f ile 

and look after a pplica tions for Choctaw identi ty , and offi cial 

enrollment by ississippi Choc ta Indi ans and their l i neal des~ 

cendants . I have arr anged ith a number of gentle en ~ ho reside 

i n Mississippi to receive ap~lications , ar r ange a s to fe es , etc . 

and I beg to say that any Choctaw Indian , or the des cend ant of 
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a Choctaw India n , who r esides in ~is s i ss ipp i , ho desires my 

services , can se cur e them pro 1p tly and faithfully by ca lling 

on either of the f ollo i ng persons , to - v i t : 

4 

Hon. Press Groves and .:r . Ruf e L. Johns on , at fahoma 

Leake County , ~ iss ., 11. r . Joe e al , Carthage , Leake ount y , :iss ., 

,J:r . Claud Thompson , roscius ko, .! i ss ., ~~' e l ix Thompson , on Carthage 

Road , seventeen mil es fr om ~o sciusko , near Cd>nway , Thomas ~-nder ­

son, Ofahom , Leake Count y.,- is s ., ·i . • .:ar wick e , ex- Sheriff 

Leake Count y , lliss ., wh o resides ne ar Tu~cola P . • , • H. Golden , 

J . P ., fahoma , Leake ··ounty , ·~siss ., ,jr . Thomas .., auce t t , 1e~ton 

County , I iss . 

ny contract made \ ith e ither of the abo ve na e d n ill be 

faithfully carried out by me . 

There is no cost fee to be deposited when applic a tions 

are f iled , the only expense t o appl i cants be i ng attorney fee , and 

the small expense i nc i dent to ha ving their wi tnes ses a t the 

place in Leake , Jeshoba and ·Jewton Counties , Jher e , in coP.J.p:l ny 

with some one of the Dawes Commission , I Jill be in January to 

ta ke de .osit ions to prove up t he c ase s I may have !n hand . 

Tha t I will be ab le to se cure the f ull reco gnition and 

off ici a l enrollment of every bona f ide is siss i ppi Choctaw In­

dian , and direct li eal descendants , goes wi thout the saying , 

and to evidence my g ood fa ith, and f irm belief in my power to 

succeed, th e grea ter part of my f ee will be contingent upon my 

winning the case. The retaine r fee to e pa id me by each fam ily 

is nominal, and \J ill only be used in defray i ng my expenses look­

ing after the interests of my clients o 

33 
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As to my capacity , int egrity , honor and fa ithfulness to 

the int erests of my clien ts , I refer to the b~nch and bar of 

Central Mississippi , and to all the old citi zens who knew me 

i n the days of yore . 

Any attorneys of 1 ississipp i who may have sa ses can , i f 

they wi sh , s end me the ir da t a , and I will file and attend to 

tha cases f or an equal di visi on of feeE . 

I hope all the Choctaws of Mississippi will come forward 

and cl aim their inherita nce . They are entitled to their own , 

and no juggling by the 11 gang of Indian managers" can keep them 

out of it i f proper steps are taken to secure it . 

Respectfull y , 

G • P • M. T DRl\ · , 

Lo ck Box 498 , 
ruuskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Persons wishing to correspond wi th me personally can ad-

dress me as above . ·n y questions asked I will answer . ny in-

formation desired will be furn i shed prompt l y . 

GEO . P . .; • TURNER. 

December 1 , 1898 . 
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• I S S I S S I P P I C H 0 C T A W S. 

1. What is your name7 

2 . What is yotE age? 

3 . What is your post office address? 

4 . Where do you now live? 

5 . Do you claim as a Miss is sippi Choctaw? 

6. Do you claim under article fourteen of the treaty of Dancing 

Rabbit Creek? 

7 . Did you ever take advantage of theprovis ions of this four­

teent.h a~ticle of the :treaty of Dancing Rabbit Creek? 

a. Did your encestor·s ever take advantage of the provisions 

of this artt;ie le? 

9 . Did you or any of your an cas tors ever claim or receive any 

land as a beneficiary under article fourteen of the treaty of 

1830? 

10 . When did you leave Mississippi? 

11. Did you come direct from Mississippi to the Choctaw Nation? 

12. Nhere did you go from Mississippi? 

13 . Have you either the original patent, or a certified copy 

of the patent to tbe land received by your ancestor or yourself 

under said article fourteen of the treaty of 1830? 

14. Do you clai m under article fifteen of the treaty of Danc­

i ng Rabbi t Cr eek ? 

15. Do you cla i m under article nineteen of the treaty of Dancing 

Rabbit Creek? 

16. Do you claim under the supplement to the treaty of Dancing 

Rabbi t Creek? 

17. What proportion of Cho otaw b lood do you claim to have? 
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18. Are you married? 

19. Have you your rrarriage license and certificate? 

20. What are the names of your children now under twenty-one 

years of age and ummarried, and what are their ages? 

21. Are all of such unmarried children under twenty-one years 

ot age now living at home? 

22. What is the citizenship of your wife? 

23. Is there any additional statement in regard to your case 

that you desire to make? You will be permitted to offer any ad­

ditional evidence in the form of affidavits or statements which 

you may desire to present . In the event that the Commdssion 

denies the application of yourself, or any of the members of your 

family, you will be so advised in writing, and any testimony, 

statements, affidavits or other evidence which may be offered in 

your case will be rorwarded to the Honorable Secretary of the 

Interior when the rolls of the Citizens of the Choctaw Nation 

are sent to him for final approval. 
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C H 0 C T A W B y B L 0 0 D. 

1. What is your name? 

2. What is your age? 

3. What is your post office address? 

4. Where do you live? 

5. Are you a Choctaw? 

6. Do you make application as a Choctaw by blood? 

7. What is the name of your father? 

8. Is he living? 

9. Is he on the Choctaw roll? 

10. To what county and district does he belons? 

11. What is the name of your mother? 

12. Is she living? 

13. Is she on the Choctaw roll? 

14. To what county and district does she bela~? 

15. To what county and district do you belong? 

16. How long have you lived in the Indian Territory? 

17. Have you been outside of the Indian Terri tory within the 

last two years? 

18. For what purpose did you leave the Territory, and how long 

were you absent? 

19. Have you ever been enrolled by the Choctaw tribal authorities? 

20. On what roll does your name appear? 

21. Did you ever apply to the Choctaw tribal authorities for 

citizenship in the Choctaw Nation? 

22. Were you admitted or rejected by the tribal authorities? 

23. Did you take an appeal, or did the nation take an appeal in 

your case, to the United States Court? 
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24. Were you admitted by the court? 

25. Did you apply to the Dawes Commission in 1896 for admission 

to citizenship in the Choctaw Nation? 

26. Were you admitted or rejected by the Dawes Commission? 

27. Did you or the Nation appeal from the decision of the Com­

mission to the United States Court? 

28. Were you admitted by the United states court? 

29. When was the judgment of the United _ Sta.tes court rendered in 

your case, and have you a copy of such judgment? 

30. What proportion of Chotaw blood do you claim to have? 

31. Are you married? 

32. Under what law were you married? 

33. Have you your marriage license and certificate? 

34. Where were you living at the time of your marr i ag e? 

35. What was your wife's name beforeshe was married? 

36. Is her name on theChoctaw rolls? 

37. To what county and district does she be~o~g? 

38. On what rolls does her name appear? 

39. What is the name of her father? 

40. Is he a Choctaw? 

41. To what county and district does he belong? 
' 

42. What is the name of your wife's mother? 

43. Is she a Choctaw? 

44. To what county and district does she belong? 

45. What propo~ ion of Choctaw blood does your wife claim? 

•6. What are the names of your children now under twenty-one 

years of age and unmarried, and what are their ages? 



47. Are all .of such unmarried children under twanty-one years 

of age now living at home? 

48. Is there any additional statement in regard to your case 

that you desire to make? You will be permitted to offer any ad­

ditional evidence in the form of statements or affidavits or other 

proper papers which you may desire to present . In the event ihat 

the Commission denies the application of yourself of any of the 

members of' your family, you will be so advised in writing, and 

any testimony, statements, affidavits or other evidence which 

may be offered in your ease will be forwarded to thesecretary of 

the Interior when the rolls of the citizens of the Choctaw Nation 

are forwarded to him for approval, for review by him. 

Union Agency # 59. List of questions to be propounded applications 

tor enrollment as citizens of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations . 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE , CHCCTA NATION. 

Green McCurtain , Pri nci pa l Chief . 

Sans Bo is,I.T . 

Hon .J . G~o . ~right , 

U.S .Indian Inspector , 

Musk ogee,Ind. Ty . 

Sir: -

Dec.l4th , 18 98 . 

S ince the Hon . Secretary of the Interior made h is ruling to 

t.be effect that each andl every Choctaw citiz en w.ill be r equi re d 

to ta~ up an a llotment o~ 240 a cres of l~d , and will be r equir­

ed to relinquish al.l rights and claims to CiD.Y l end t hat t hey may 

now hold over and ab ove the 240 acre allo trwnt , I h ave s t u died 

the application of the ruling with W.l its possibilities , a nd , 

with all deference to, the jud§nen t of the Secretary , I fe a r it is 

going to work hardship's upon soire of our people . Alrea dy ha s 

it created commotion among the full bloods \no are utterly 

ignorant of the nature of the ruling. T.he daily mail deluges 

this o:ffice with Je tters from full bloods a 11 over the Nation who 

have becoroo alarmed at the representati ons of designing p artie s ,. 

and have, in some case s , been led to believe that it is neces­

sary to secure the services of at torneys in selecti ng their 

al.lo1ments. Such deception is an i mposition that should not 

be allowed to be practic ed upon an ignorant people . As a rerredy 

for this evil,. I think that a rule nullifying any and a ll con­

tracts made wherein portions of allotments are to be deeded for 

1754. 
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services rendered in surveying or selecting l ands for another , 

would serve to check this robbery scheme . 

I have been reliably informed th.a t a n organize d e f fort will 

be made by some of the extemi ve l end h ol de r s of t h is Nation to 

defeat that part of t.be Secretary's rultllg limiting e a ch a llottee 

to 240 acres of land - they contending tha t t he r uling i s in 

direct conflict with terms of treaties hereto fore made. 

Another question a rises in con templation of t he Secretar y ' s 

ruling which is of considerable mement to the a llottee s , and t h at 

is the insecurity of ovmer ship to t he 2 40 allot ment of a creage . 

Under this ruling no title is g iv e n , and in case of death o f the 

allottee his allo12nent r e vert s to t he Nation . Th is feature of 

t~ ruling is very objectionab le in so far a s it hazards mone y 

spent in improving allotments . 

I take liberty, ror which I do not wan t t o be und e rstood 

presumptuous , of suggesting that a better and more satisf a c t o ry 

way of allotting the first app9rtionmen t of l and would be , to a llot 

160 acres, the home stead, and g ive gooa title t o s ame , a nd the 

remainder to be held just as we hold our lands t oday . I f then 

citizens were disposed to make i mproveme nts on 1 · nd in e xce ss of 

what would be there pro rata share they would do so at t he ir own 

risk. They would then have fee simple title to their homestead , 

and any improvements made thereon wou l d in case of de a th of t he 

allottee, be haired (Sic} by their o~ people . The s e suggesti ons 

I make from a c areful and considerate study of the que stion as it 

occurs to me. 

Very respectfully, 
Green McCurtain , 
Prin.Chief , Chocta~ Nation. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No .l?54 Commission to Five Tribes . Green 
McCurtain-Prin.Chief,Choctaw Na . SansBois ,I.T.--Protests against 
schemes of designing parties practic~ upon full bl9ods in matter 
selecting allotments-and makes certa1n recommendat1ons.----

-~---



0 T I C TO I S I S I p p C H 0 T '· · S 

C A R T H AGE , L K c 'J T Y1 

December 19 t o 24 , 1898, Inclusive , 

H I L " L ' N 
n c 0 u ~ T Y, D 

December 26 tG 31 , 1 898 , Incl us ive , 

D E C AT U R N T 0 :r: c u T Y, 

J anuary 2 t o 7 , 1899 , Ine l us i ve , 

or t h e pur pos e of i dent i fy i ng al l Cho ct aw Indians re s idi ng in 

the St ate of Jiss i s s i pp i, as requ ired by the .c ct of Congre s s 

approved June 28 , 1898 , who cla i m r i ghts as such I dians , w 

lands in t he Choc taw at i on, Indian Territor y , under ~ rticle 

14 of the Trea ty of 1830 , between the Choctaw -a tion and the 

United Str!ites . 

The he ad o f each family or so e a dult member of the 

f amily mus t appe a r bef ore the Commi ss i on at one of these appoint -

ments f or identi f ication , and t o gi ve the Commi ss i on such inf or-

mation of the fa mily as may be r e qu i r ed . 
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Tlli1 S Br Y, 
A . 3 . cK~IJIJ N , 
T . B . illEDL S , 

:rember s o f the Commission . 



Hon. Tams Bixby. 

Commission Dawes Com. 

Muskogee, I.T. 

Dear Sir: 

South McAlester, I.T. 
Dec. 22nd, 1898 

Your article in regard to the methods of "so called" 

surveyors who are operating in the Territory, has been of 

service, in this part of the nation--From what I am told--of 

the methods, The representations made and the quality ~ WDrk 

that is being done by some of theae men; They deserve all the 

condemnation you give them--and more. I am a civil engineer, 

and surveyor. I have been in government service, and south 

McAlester has been my home, f or some years. I desire to ask 

advise and information, in regard to work , that has been offered 

me here. There are some men who have improvements, in two or 

more sections. They want a description, that will enable t hem 

to cover their improvements, with their claims. So that they 

will not conflict with others rights. And be able to inteligent-

ly describe at the land office, {when opened) what territory they 

want to cover, with their allotments. Since your article ap-

peared, I have advised these people, to write to you for information 

in regard to this matter. I was under the impression that such 

notes as they wanted would be of service to them when they filed 

their claims, and would save the land office both time, and trouble. 

I bawe concluded to write you, and ask if such notes as I describe, 

would not b·e of service to the individual. If not, it would be folly 

tor them to go to even the small expense necessary in getting them. 

I have made two surveys, for individuals here. one to locate a 

1885 
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stone quarr y, and the other to strighten fences . But I have sus­

pended all work of this kind until I hear from you . Capt . McKen­

non of your Commission , knows me , and I refer you to Judge clayton. 

u.s. Marshall, Grady , and F. s. Genning , of this place . I desire 

to do noth i ng contrary to the wishes , and intentions , of your com­

mission, a nd I will certainly do no work for the people , that is 

not of serv i ce to them. Trusting that you will give this matter 

consider ati on . 

I have the honor to remain , 

Very Respectfully , 

w. P. Halliday. 

P. o. Box 150. 

(Endorsed) # 1885 commission to Five Tribes , Muskogee, Oklahoma 
De ceived Jan. 3 i s99 . w. P . Holliday , so . McAlester , 12/22/98. 
te a surveyor ~d i nquires as to the value of private surveys; if 
acceptable to the Commissions . 



Eng ine ,, Mi s s . 

Dec . 29 t h , l 898 

Hon. Tams Bixby, A. s . McKennon , Needle . 

Mus kogee, I . T . 

My Dear Sir : 

I received postponemen t wh ich you s end t o me . I ~ ill 

given notice a gen best i can. I been given not ice t hrought 

where Choctaw is f irst postp onemen t . I be s ure gl ad when your 

all come. I been writ e to Ron . Jo~n s . ii l liams many time . 

want Choctaw claims. t .ha t I am. I ask you t hi s one thing . 

r hat kine book you will bri ng with and shoWing to us . let me 

teld you this one t h ing . it is r ight or not . one white men 

lawyer of carthage be g it 200 Choc taw alr eady now. said wi l l 

git or 1/2 of land . one man ne ar my he bring Treaty Book 

showing to Choctaw and make little meeting and Jet him proved 

his claims. Many Choctaw the signed his name given to that 

man take or 1/2 of land. 

McDonald, the is Capt . be said fixed up be for commiss ion 

come and give order to Choctaw and t ake c are to whe n you al l 

be at Philadelphia and gived to you . I dont want do that mysel f . 

I said I wand do what commission say . I wand be wi th you all 

long if it you let me . I speak before commission to Choctaw. 

I wand all Choctaw go in to you . I write to me soon, and 

teld all bout what you wand do me • I am full blood Cho ctaw 

Mississippi Choctaw can not talk english l anguage deeper . 

Your truly 

0 

Seborn Smith. 

(Endorsed) 1959 comm. to 5 tribes.recd.l/10/99 
~ss.l2/29/99-As to postponement of engagement 

Seborn Smith, Engine 
with Miss . chaet a m .- ~ 



F A R MER ' S A G R E E ME NT . 
FOR THE YEAR OF 1899. 

CHOCTAW NATION , : _ 
Blue County, : 

-*-*-*-

Dec •••••••••• n., 1898. 

b/ 

We the undersigned non- citizens and renters on the farms of 

A. w. Folso m do hereby agree to pay for our permits to cultivate 

said far.m in good farmerlike manner and keep said farm and its 

appurtenances in good repair as long as I stay~ on it . Will not do 

any extra work, only first making a contract for to receive pay 

for the same. Otherwise will not charge or ask for the same . 

Also will gather out the corn crop by the first of October and de­

liver one-third of it in the cribs of the owner . one third of wheat 

and oats at the thresher, if threshed , if not , to be delivered like 

the corn Stock fields after the crops gathered , will have full con­

trol by the owner. And the cotton to be gathered out by the f irst 

of November, one -fourth of which in money to be delivered ~ o the 

owner, the renters can keep all of the cotton seed for handling 

all the cotton, so there will be no extra expenses to the owner . 

If the crops are not gathered at the time specified the owner can 

proceed and take charge of the sameo Also wi ll not plant sorghum 

cane in the farm. one quarter of an acre for garden free , for 

all over that rent is required. Also will not transfer the rented 

land without the oonsent of the owner, and will keep all kinds of 

stock out of the farm before cro ps are gathered and strictly guard 

against approach of fire in due time and will not burn off stock 

field for to break land. 
Respectfully, *. . . . . . . . . . • • T •B 

-==-.....ILL.AWI..Ill:l.!.• _____ ~===- _ _ .. rrhis is the best thing that ever happened. 



Benington, Ind.Ter. 

Commissioners:-
Jan. 4th , A. D. 1899 

Dear Sir: 

Please your honor I herewith inclose to you one copy of 

Farmers Agreement whi ch I went to the expense of formulating a 

plan. As I thought was al-right, but the renters on our farms is 

against signing it. ould like to know what to do nix . The agree-

ment covers nearly all which hithertofore we been agravated and 

just take what we can get, debare us from useing stockfield all 

winter and keep anyone soweing wheat or doe anything with the 

farms just by leting there crops stay in the fi eld nearly all 

winter, by gathering little at a time . Everything spedified in 

the agreement has a good reason in it . 

Very respectfully, 

A. w. Folsom. 

1960 

(Endcrsed) # 1960, Commission to Five Tribes, Muskogee , Okla . 
Received Jan. 10, 1899. A. w. Folsom. Farmers Agreement . 



EXECUT IV OFFICE , CHOCTA v NATION . 
Green ] cCurtain , Principal Chief . 

Sans Bo is,I.T . 

J anuary 11th , 1899 . 

Hon.Tams Bixby, 

Act . Chm'n Dawes Commission , 

Musk ogee , Ind. Ty . 

Dear Sir :-

Your favor of the 7th instant c ame to band promptly . In 

reply I beg to say that I am e xceedingly anxious to have the 

allotment of lwds belor.g i ng to t.he Choctaws and hi c kasaws , 

made as soon a s possible . 

I am opposed to t he recent order of t.he Se cretary of Int erior
1 

limiting the holdings of lan:l oi' each :rrember to 240 acres pe r 

head; for the reason , t -hat to enforce that order would be 

contrary to tm e:xpJ. ... ess tenns of the late treaty , and would meet 

with general d issatis faction. Th3 al lotn:ent of land must in 

all particulars, be roo. de in stri ct a ccor dance vli.. th terms ot -· 

the Atoka Agreement , under such rules and regulations , of the 

Secretary oi' Interior, a s are not inconsistent with t.he terms of 

said treaty. 

Inasmuch as the At oka Agreemen ·t p rovides that , the allottee 

shall receive t wo patents to his lands , om of uhich shall be his 

homestead or 160 acres, which h3 mus t designate , and tm other 

patent to lands in excess of his home stead. 

I suggest that in order tba t tbe members of our tri bes may 

have sone feeling of certainty as to tmi_r homesteads , and that 
2092 
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w:here members of ei the r trib e hol d land in excess of 'this amount., 

upon which trey own imp rovements , t hat th3 ir holding ~ posses­

sion of such lan ds, be unmole s te d nntil time f or fina l allotment 

of tbe lands r emai nirg una llot ted . 

To ado pt any rule wh ich WJu l d roo. terially change the holding 

of lands, be f o?e it i s defi n it e l y as certained how much land 

each indi vidua 1 is en t it led t o re ceive , would be very nnsatis­

factory to a ll and e:x:cee di ngly hard t o enforce •. 

I trust t hat you ill gi ve this matter due considerat ion , 

and that you will r equest , the Secretary of Interior to mod i fy 

his recen t order, s a as to embody the suggestions made ab ove . 

Very truly , 

Green McCurtain , 

Prin . Chief , Choctaw Na . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency no. 2092 Commission to Five Tribes .~e c d . 
Jan.l8,~899.Green McCurtain, San Bois,I.T. 1/11/9 ?----Relat~ve 
regulations e stabli shed by the Secre t ar Y of I nt e n or.----



A-52599-99 DEP AR'IM T OF TRE I NTERI 0 , 
Of fie e of I ndi an ffa ir s , 

'ash ing ton . 

J • 24, 1899 . 

Hon. Ta.tm Bixby, 

Chairman , Commission to the 

F ive Civil ized Tri bes , Mus c oge e , I . T . 

Sir : 

Pursua nt to yourrequestof November 28 , 1898 , there nll 

be transmit t e d to .you by e :x;press tad ay a co py of t he last annui ty 

payment rna. de under t _he supervision of D. H. Cooper, Indian gent ,. 

by tm United tat es to t he Choctaw Indians for tbe years 18 56 , 

185? and 18 58 . It msy te prope r to s t ate in this c anne ct:ion th a t 

this co py was taken from tie records on fila in the office of the 

Auditor for tie Interior Department , u. s . Trea sury Departlent , 

and every effont has been made t o obta in an a ccurate copy. Owing , 

however, to the illegibi'lit y of solll3 of tbe original papers , 

considerable di f ficulty .has been eJq_Jerien c ed i n dec ipheri ng some 

of the nallE s of t.be annuitant s . I f su ch errors are f ound , t he y 

are certainly e x cusabl e , fo r t he re ason ab ove stated . 

Very r espectfully , 

A. C. Tonner, 

Commis sioner (Asst ) 

(Endorsed) Union Agency . o:_ 2229 Recd. cTan . 30 ,18 99 Dep artment 
ashington,n.c. Jan 24,1899----Rel. to ce rtai n Choc t aw rolls .----



2/20/99 

ACC UN'rS PAYABLE . 

ATOKA CO.AL AND IIII~ING CO ., Co . D. ~1 . •: is dom , U. s . Indian Agt . Dr . 
Union Agency ,r. usk og e e , I . T . 

ceo unt Choctaw Fa ti on . 

Date Vouc he r made Feb . 20 , 1899 

Jan y . 1899 

,une r o . 5 

Mi ne 1:-:o • 6 

FOR and in fu ll f or r oyalt y due the United 

u t a tes , a ccount or the Choc tali Jation on co 1 

mined by t he Atoka Coal and r . .:i ning Co . during the 

month or Jany . l899 . 

s dire cte d by the Interior D.partrnent , 

.'ash ington , D. C. under an amenduent , i ssued Jany . 

6 , 1899 , effective Jany . l , l 899 , to rules and r egula -

t ions governing miner leases or approved Nov . 4 , 18 98 . 

a i d royalt i es as provide d t herein being paid 

through the Indian gent i n c ha r ge o f the Un ion 

·gency under c ircular i nstructions issued b the 

Inter i or Department dated J uly 21 , 1898 . 

9562 . 2.£ 

103 76 • .QQ 

t ons 'J 

" 778 . 20 •, 1 , 495 . 35 

S t a te of trissouri , ) 
ss . 

City of d t . Louis . ) 

R . H. ·. c DO .fELL , be i ng duly s worn a ccording to the JB w, doth 

depose and s ay t ha t he is Vice - Pr es i d en t and Genera l anage r of . 
the A taka Co a l and ' i ning Co .; t hat the for ego ing is a true cop y 

of an orig i nal account re cei ved dur ing t he month of J a nuary 1899 , 

:rrom J . ~ . Caroo ron Cashi e r of t he toka Coal and Mi n in Co . , Lehigh , 

233 
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I . T.; t hat it has been examined and found to be corre c t to t he 

best of h i s knowledge and belief . 

R. 1 • . IcDo ell . 

Subscribed and sworn to before me , t h i s 23d day of February , l899 . 

My commiss i on expire s ept . 2 , 1900 . 

Henry G. Her be l 

otary Publ i c , City of St . Loui s . 

I CERTI FY, t hat the above is a tr~e copy of an origi na l . account 

rendered by J . S . Cameron , Cash ier , duly authorized and approved for 

payme nt b R. M. JicDO-fELL , General Hanage r , t hat t he same has been 

exami ned by me and f oun d co rre ct , t ha t i t has been duly registe re d 

and f iled in General Aud i t or ' s office . 

S . B. Schmzl er Genera l Auditor 

RECEI V.-: D, of Atoka Coal and 1-Iining Co . fourteen hundred , ninety 

five --- - - and 34/loo- ---dollars , i n full of abov e a ccount . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agen cy No . 233 Re ceived at Union Agency Muscogee , 

I . T . Febru a r y 25, 18 99 . DI SBURS lENT UCH R, ATOK C .AND 
Mirnu co. for ROYALTY , mon t h of Janua r y 1899----



2/20/99 

ACC OUl'Jr S P 1fi ABLE 
. 

OSAGE COAL AND ~;l.INi l\G CO., To D. M. lisdom U. u . Indian Agt . Dr . 
Address Union ency ,Muskogee , I . T . 

Ac co unt Choc taw Nation 
Date Vouc m r Made February 20 ,1899 . 

Date Liab i lity Incurred . 

J"anuary 1899 . 

Mine To. 5 

Mine No.lO 

Mine No.ll 

Mine D.&.s . 

FOR and in full for royalty due the 

United S tates ac c ount of the Choctaw Nation 

on co a l mined by the Osage Coal and Mi ning Co . 

durin ~_, the month of J anuary 1899 . 

As dire c t ed by the Interior Department 

\/ashington , D. C . under an amendment , issued January 

6 ,1899 eff ective January 1 ,-1899 , to rules and 

re gula tions gov erning mineral l eases or appr oved 

November 4 ,1898 . 

Said ro yalt ie,s as provided therein 

beir:g paid , through t he Indian Agent in charge 

of thi Un i on Agency under circular instructions 

i ssued by t.he Inte rior Dep artment , dated July 

21 ,1898 . 

5.775 ~ t ons © ? ~ 433 . 20 

1.70? ~ tl n " 1 28 . 08 
. 

10.341 ,gQ " tt " 775 . 59 

4.276 40 " tt » 320.? 3 $1 , 65?. 60 

State of Mis SOtn' i,) 
ss 

City of St .Louis. ) 

R . M. McDO\'lEL L, be i:r:g duly s w om a ccor ding to the l aw , doth 
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depose and s ay t ha t .he i s Vic e - Presi dent and General anager of 

the Os a ge Co 1 and Mining Co .; that the foregoi~ i s a true cop y 

of an original a cc ount re ceived during the month of January 1899 , 

from T • · . • Cl ell and Cash i er of the Osage Coal and . i ning Co ., 

Krebs , I . T.; that i t has been examined and found to be corre c t 

to the b e st of h is knowledge and belief . 

R. JI. . cDO 1LL. 

Subscribed and s v1 orn to before me , t h is 23d da y of ~'ebruary 1899 . 

MY c anmi ssion expires Sep ta~be r , 2 , 1900 . 

Henry G. Herbel . 

otary Public , City of S t . Louis . 

I CE TI W , t hat the ab ove is a true copy of an original account 

rendere d by T •• Cl ell and , Cash i e r duly aut h orize d and approve d 

for payment by R . · . • 1•cD 't LL , Genera l _anager; that the s ame bas 

been examine d by me and found c orrect ; t ha t it has been duly 

regist e r ed and fi l ed i n Gen era l Aud itor' s Office . 

S . B. Sc.hmzler Genera l Aud itor . 

By A. Furmi ss . 

REC~ ' I .r;D , of Ou GE C ID I TliTG CO .--- ixteen hundred , fifty 

seven and-------60/100 do llars , in full of abo ve a c count . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 232 Received a t Union ency , I. uscogee ~ 

I.T.Februa ry 25 , 18 99 Acco unts payable OS.aG:l C .. J) .:rrr •G C • 
DISBORS :I!lT T VOUCI •R far ROYALTY , mon t h of J a nuary 1899 .----



OFFICE OF DISTRICT ATTORNEY, 

First Juiicial District Choctaw Nation 

7 

Sans Bois , I . T. Feby. 22 ,1899 . 

Hon.J.Geo.Wri~ht , 
U.S.Iniian InS!)e ctor, 

Muskogee , Ind.Ty. 

Sir; 

Complaint has been made to me by various parties, including 

the county Juige of Skullyville county , that the citizens in this 

iistrict are not complying with the permit law of this Nat i on ; an 

I have been requested to circulate a letter of warning that thes 

violators and others as well may. know that the Choctaw permit law 

is yet .in force and will be execute • 

The idea seems to be prevalent that since the adoption , by 

the Choctaw people, of the Atoka Agree:tmnt and its ratification 

br Co~ress, the permit law of this Nation is a dead letter. What 

construction they put upon the Agreement by which they arrive at 

thi5 conclusion, I am. unable to say, but I an of the opinion that 

the construction is strained for a pretext by which they hope to 

escape_ the permit tax. 

Under t he Choctaw law, each ana every Choctaw citizen by blood , 

1nter-marria~e or adoption having non-e it izens under their employ 

as renters or hirelings, are required to make application to the 

Jui!e or the county in wh ich such non-cit izen employees reside for 

permits f or them, and are r equired to pay f ive dollars for each 

renters permit and t wo dollars and fifty cents for each hireling ' s 

per.mit• For the payment of permits where the non-c itizens are under 

the employ of citizens, the citizens employing them are directly 

responsible to the Nation. The permit taxes are collected by the 
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sheriff's of the di f fere nt counties and by t hem pai d into t he 1r 

respective county treasuries . 

This t ax i s t he counties ch i ef r e liance for revenue a~ 

without it their f unds are soon e xhaus t ed and their p~er almos t 

worthless. 

Some time since u . s . I ndi an Agen t Vi sdom gave out a letter for 

publica t ion i n wh ic h he very pl a i nl y , I thought , stated tha t we 

oculi co l l ect t his t ax a s we formerl y di d , but i t seems that it 

failed to · have t he desi red effect . 

'il 

I have writ t e·n you at length stating t he case , and shall await 

your r ep l y before a c t i ng on the requests of the county officia l s . A 

letter from you w.ith t he pr i vil ege of quoting it , rould i n all 

probabili ty awaken these peopl e to the facts concerning the perrni t 

law i n this Nati on , and espec i ally in this distric·t . 

Ci rcui t Court f or thi s (First Judicial) district convenes the 

tirst Monday in May at Re d Oak , I nd . Ty., and should it sui t your 

convenience , woul d be gla t o have you visit us during the term. 

aa 

Very Re~ectfully , 

D. C . McCurtain , 

Di st . Atty, Fi~st Judicial 

Distri ct , C. N. 



BILL NO . 25 

C H 0 C T A ~ N A T I 0 N. 
-----ooOoo-----

AN CT 
API'ROPR I TI G MONEY rro PAY WESLEY NDERSON. 

Be it en acted by the General Council of t he Choctaw ITation 

assembled: 

That the sum of Twenty-five hundred dollars ( 2 , 500 . 00) , is 

hereby appropriated to pa y esley Anderson of Jacksfork Col, for 

services as Commissioner to via shingt on , D. c., in securing the 

7 

ratification by Congress of the greement made at l toka , Ind . Ter ., 

April 23rd, 1897: and t h is Act sh all take effect and be i n for ce 

from and after its passage o 

Passed t he House Oct. 22 , 18 98 . 

JOE DU.~. ES , 
Speaker of the Hous e of Repre se nt atives . 

Passed the Senate Oct. 25 , 189 8 . 
H. P . VARD , 

Presi dent of t he Senate . 

(SEAL ) 
APPROVED : October 25 , 1898 . 

GR EN vTc CUR T ' I , 
Principal Chief of the Choct aw Nation . 

Execu t i ve Hansion, February 26 , 1899 . 

APPROVED : 

, ILLI1-1. ,1cKI NLEY . 



The Hono r able 

DE T1 NT OF THE INT~RIOR , 
O ~ fi ce of I n d i a n Aff a irs 

1 a s h i ng ton , ' 
February 21 , 1899 . 

The Se cret ary of the I nterior . 

Sir: 

With a re port d ated De cember 2 , 18 ' 8 , the off ice submitted 

two acts of the Choct aw ati on a l Council , wi th remarks and r ecom­

mend a tion. One of these a ct s appro priated "'' 250 to pay "des ley 

1\.nl.erson for servi ces a s Comm i ssioner to :·/a sh ing ton to secure the 

ratificat ion of t he Choct aw a nd Chickas aw agr eement . 

r ith your let t e r of Decemb er 8 , 1898 , sa i d ac t was returne d 

to Inspe c tor ·Vright in t h e Ind i an Te r ritory to be r e turned to th e 

National Secret ary of the Choct aw Nation , to be cert i fied and seal 

ed in a c cordance \ i th the vie ws expr e sE: ed by th i s office in the 

re port, upon t h e n ecessi t y of ha vi ng acts of t he counci ls of thes e 

Indi an · at i ons to be prese nt ed t o the r e sident clearly and nea t l y 

engr os s ed before t he signa t u r es of t he presid i ng officers we r e a t -

tached t h e r e t o. 

' 

The of f ice i s no w in r ecei pt of a r ep ort dated Fevruar y 4 , 1899 , 

from Ins pector itrigh t , h o again s ubmi t s the said ac t proper l y a nd 

neat ly e ng r o ssed and dul y certified in ac co rdance with the Cha e ta 

and Ch icka s aw a gre eme nt , i th re co mmenda tion tha t t h e same be al l 

l a id before t h e Pre s ide nt for hi s approv al . Co ncurring in In s pe c ­

tor . right 's report, i t i s r e commended t h at the said act b e t rans ­

mitted f or t he approval of t he Pres ide nt . 

Very r espe c tful l y , 

You r obedient ser vant , 

A. C. Tonn er , 

c ting Commissi on er . 



DEPART!~ JT OF THE INTERIOR , 
iashing ton , Fe bruary 25 , 189 9 . 

The Preside n t: 

S i r : 

I have the honor to submit herewith , for executive 

action, unde r the provisions of the c t of Congress a pproved Jure 28 , 

1898 ( 30 Stat., 495) , entitled "An ct for the protection of the 

people of the ndian Territory , and for other purposes" , and a ct 

of the General Council of the Choctaw Nation entitled , "An ct ap ­

propri at i ng money to pay esley Anderson" . 

Said a c t provides : "Tha t t he sum of t we nty - fi ve hundred dol ­

lars, ( $ 2, 50 0 . 00) , is hereby appro priated to pay 1 esley Anderson of 

Jacks f ork Co ., f or services as Commissioner to ~ashington , D. c. 

in se curi ng the ratif ica tion by Congress of the '• greement made a t 

Atoka , Ind . Ter ., pril 2$, 189 7" . Said act wa s approve d by t l:e 

Principal Chief on October 25 , 1898 . 

The u. s . I ndian I ns pe ctor for t he Ind ian Territory recommend s 

it for f a vor ab le co ns ideration , a n d t h e Commissioner of Ind ian 

Affairs concurs in his recoiilr.'lend a ti ·on , and a copy of t he repoJrt 

of t he Comm i ssioner together with the letter of said Ins pe c tor is 

herewi th inc l osed . 

I have , therefore , to reco mmend that said a c t he approve 

Very re spectfu lly , 

Ind. Ter. Di v . 
453-1899 . 

11 

( Signed . ) ET AN • HITCHCOCK , 

Se ere t ory . 



DEPARTNlENT OF lliE INTERIOR . 
ashington . 

March 2 , 1899 . 

J. Geor ge 'v' r ight , 

Sir: 

U. s . Indian Inspector for 

the Indian Territory , 

Mu scogee , Ind . Ter . 

Bill No. 25 of the Choctaw Nation , entitled "An act appro ­

priating money to pay Wesley Anderson , ., transmitted by your com-

munic ation of the 4th ultimo was duly submitted to the President 

for e xe cut i ve action , with the reconrnEndation that the same be 

approved. On the 26th ultimo , sa id Bill was returned by the Pres­

ident duly approved , and the same is herewith transmitted to be 

duly f orwarded by you to the National Secretary of the Choctaw 

Nation together with accompanying letter of transmittal to the 

Presi de nt , dated the 25th ultimo . A copy of t he report of the 

Commi ss i oner of Indian ffairs on said Bill is also herewith in-

closed for your information . 

Ind. Ter. Di v . 
453-1899 

Re spectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secret ary . 

3 inclosures. 
Through the Commi ssioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorse d ) Union gency # 15 received Mar . 7 , 1899 , of f ice of 
U. s. Indi an I nspe c tor for Indian Terri t ,ory ; Washington , March 2 , 
1899. Secretar y , returns Choctaw bill No . 25 , "An act to pay 
Wisley Anderson 11 , approve d. 

7 -



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E B I 0 R, 
Washi~ton. 

February 27th 1899. 

Mr.J.Geor~e Wri~t, 

u.s.Indian Inspector 
tor the Indian Terri tar y, 

Mnsco~ee, Ind. Ter~ 

Sir; . 

The Department is. in rec ipt ot your camnunication or 

the 11th instant, transmitt1nt!; a copy of a contract between w.H. 

Harrison, National ~ent of the Choctaw Nation, and the St .Louis 

ana San Francisco Railroad Company, authorizi~ the latter to pro­

cure or quarry stone within said nation. for ballast purposes , an 

also an application from essrs. B.Lantry Sons, of Stro~ City, 

Kansas, (throu~h Yr.P.L.Soper, solicitor for the Indian Ter-

ri tory tor said railroad company) for a lease on certain lands in 

the Choctaw Nation for the purpose of quarryin~ and furnishi~ 

ballast stone to· the Gulf', Colorado & Santa Fe Railroad, with 

request that you be ad vi sed of the views of the Department ther on, 

ani you call attention to the provisions of the Act of Co~ress 

ot June ::a, 1816 {30 Stat .• , 495} as follo s; 

"Sec .29. It is at!:reed that all t n, coal and asphalt 
within the limits at the Choctaw and· Chickasaw Nations shall r -
a1n and be the common props rty at t~ ID!tmbers of t .he Choctaw and 
Chickasaw tribes (treeimen excepted),* * * Such coal and as­
phalt mines * * * ahal.l be under the superVision and control or 
two trustees." 

AnEl the tu rther pro"t'isi on as follows; 

10 
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"All l eases llhier this a~reemnt shall include the coal 
or asp hal tum, or other mine ral. , as the case may be , in or under 
nina hundrecl and sixty acres , ~ * * * " 

You state that t~ mineral trustees contend that und r 

the ~ee!ll!lnt only coal and asphalt mines are reserved to th 

members of the tri b s to be leased by s-aid trustees and that.. 

the other minerals are to be the property of t.be citizen to whom 

the lani eontaini~ them is allotted . You further request to be 

ad. Vi sed if land c ont ain1~ st o ne may be leased under the provi­

sions of said ~reement , or , if not , will the Departn»nt permit 

1niiviiual members of the tribes to dispose of such stone as may 

be found on their allotments for their own private us • You 

also request to be advised on the qu stion off t~ rate of royalty 

to be paid for the mini~ of s a:iLd stone , in case the s rune shall 

be leased under said a~reement , and call attention to the f act 

that in the co py of the con tract inclosed the rate is fi xed at 

ten cents per car load, while th rate proposed to be pai by 

Messrs. Lantry & Sons is five c nts per car load for ea ch a 

every car shippe d fran the point where they propose to operat , 

or ten cents for each car load of stone taken by them beyon the 

ra 1lroad ri~ht of ay, i.e., on the 1 an s of' the tribe . 

In transmit tin~ your said communication to~ether With 

the copy or said contract, the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

calls attention to the ra~ulations issue by the Department on 

October 7, 1898, wherein provision is made for leas~ not only 

coal and asphalt lands, but also of all other mineral.-bearint; 

lanie incluii~ sand or ~avel deposits and stone quarries , an 
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that the construction of t.OO At;reen:en t in said re~lations is 

the correct interpre t ation to be ~iven . He further states tbat 

1~ is inexpedient to suspend the re~latlions as to all other 

minerals except coal and asphalt to allow an opportunity for· 

the ~reement to be ffinended , inasmuch as stone for ballast is 

required by the railroad companies , and in c ase they are unable 

to procure it in the Indian Terri tory they would be forced to 

!et 1 t elsewhere; that the royalty fixed in said re~la tions 

tor stone was in contemplation of such stone bei~ e.xcavate 

for buildi~ purposes and cbuld be measured as buildi~ ston ; 

that such stone as would be used for ballast muld not be so valu­

able as buildin~ stone , and the royalty thereon would have to 

be fixed in accordance with said re~la tions by a comparison , as 

nearly as possible,. between the valm of such stone and t hat of 

~ranite; that his office has no means of determini~ accurately 

what this royalty should be but the Inspector should be instruc ted 

that the royalty ought ' to be ~ch as ould be fai r and reasonable 

both to the 1 essee and to said nations . 

The Department concurs in t~ opinion expressed by t.be 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs that under said provision of trre 

A!reement, to wit ; -- "All leases under this a~reement shall 

include the coal or asphaltum , or ot her mineral , as the case may 

be, in or under nine hundrtid and sixty acres" the Department was 

warranted in the construction placed thereon in tbe re~ulations 

issued OctOber 7th last, the last part of section 6 whereof pre­

scribes; 
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rt .And. all lessees of stone quarries shall be required to 
pay a royalty on ~ranite of not less than t e cents per cubic 
yard for all stone quarr ied, measured by run ot quarry and on 
all stone other than ~ranite the ro·yalty shall be prop~rtionate 
to the canparative value of such stone with the value of ~ranite, 
as may be ~reed upon . " 

It is cle ar tha. t under said provision leases may be made 

by the mineral trustees a s prescribed in said re~ulations , and 

the rate of royalty should be , as stated by the Commissioner", 

wsuch as would be fair and reasonable bath to the le ssee and to 

the nations". 

This construc tion is in harmony nth the ruli~ of the 

Department in similar dases concerni~ the proper construction 

of the word "mineral" in tre public land laws of the United Stat~s 

In the case of The Pacific Coast Marble Company v. Nort hern Pa­

cific Railroad Company et al. (25 L. D. 233) , herein the question 

is carefully considered and elaborately discussed the Department 

helt (syllabus} ; 

"Whatever is reco~ized as minera l by the standard au­
thorities, whether of' metallic or other substances , when found in 
the public land s in quantity and quality sufficient to render 
the land more valuable on account t hereof than . for a~ricul tural 
purposes must be treated as comi~ within the purview of the min­
i~ laws." 

You will, t herefore, advise the mineral trustees of 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw nations of the views of the Department 

as herein expressed, an d you wi ll ascert a in and report t . .he fair 

and reasonab1e rate of royal.ty that should be fixed in each par­

ticular case under s aid re~ula t ions. 

Ini.Ter.Div 
451-1899~ 

Respectfully, 

Throu~h Com.Ind,Affairs. 

E.A.Hitchcock 

Secretary. 
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(En orse ) Union ~ency Number 10 Received March 3,1899 Office or 
u.s.Intian Inspector for Indian Territory. iashington, Feb 21 ,1899. 
Secretary.------Mineral, other than co a l and asphalt, Choctaw & 
Chickasaw Nations, subject to lease by Trustees. 



DEP TME f.r 0 T 
' 'J SHI NGT 

I l\"T I IO • 
• 

Feb . 28th , 1899 . 

The Pr esident . 

ir: 

I h a ve th e hono~ to submit he re wi th for execu t ive ac t ion 

under t he provisions of t he agr eement set out i n s e ct i on 29 of 

the Act of Congre ss approved June 28 t h 1898 ( 30 sta ts ., 49 5) , an 

Act of t he Genera l Counc il of the Choctaw Nat i on . Said Act pro ­

vides "that the Act of the Gener al Council of the Choctaw a t i on , 

entitled "An Act· appoint.ing a s peci a l agent and attor ney t o in­

vestigate t he ro ya lty and pe rmit a ccoun ts , and col lec t money due 

for royalty and pe~it s" , appr oved No~emb er 9th 1897 , and wh ich act 

declared s. Guerrier said speci a l agent and at tor ne y , i s he r eby 

re-pealed; and th is Act s h.all take effect and be i n f orce f rom 

and after its p assage" . Said Act was approved by t he Principa l 

Chief of t he Choct a Na ti on on Oct ober 28 th 1898 . A copy of the 

same was returned to the U. s . I ndi an Ins pector for the I ndi an 

Territory on December 27th , last , with a reques t for 11 a proper 

certi f ica te in acco rdance with t h e r e quiremen t s as set fo r th in 

former letters upon the subject" . n. t ne 4th i nstant t he I n spe c-

tor returne d s a id a c t and recommends " t ha t t he same be dis ap-

proved for t he re as on st a ted i n my s a id letter of De cember 6t h , 

1898". After referring a t some l ength t o the allegat i ons made 

by the Princi pal Ch ief aga i nst .1r . Guerrier , he s ay s ; "I ould 

therefore reco mmend tha t this ct be disapproved , unless i t is 

considered th a t no action should be taken i n as much as the pr e-

vious Act was not ap proved, or th at he ha s a ves t ed right a s 

claimed". 

I 
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The Commissioner of Indian ffairs in his r eport upon said 

letter of the Inspector da ted De cember 6th , states , that he is 

"somewhat surprised to f ind that this matter of the emp lo yment of 

Mr . Guerrier , for ·the purpose specified , is still considered a 

live question"; that by Departmental letter of t arch 4th 1898 , 

it was "decided in effect that the Choct aw Nat ion could not , ith 

out the approva l of t his Depar t ment , employ r . Guerrier as t h e 

attorney for the ation in the matters about which it was attemp ­

ted to employ him under legislation of the Nati on . n It was also 

"decided t hat t he employment of I r . Guerrier had no t been p resent­

ed to t he Departme nt i n proper form to entitle it to the sanction 

of the Department and remarked "more than this considered as a 

contract or as a law i t seems to me to be improvi dent and un­

wholesome . It does not seem to me that sufficient safeguards are 

provided to secure eff icient and faithful service on the part of 

agent and attorney, and that h is fee is exhorbi t ant" . The Com­

missioner further states "if the Departme nt thinks tha t it was 

competent for the Choctaw Na tion to employ Mr . Guerrier in the' man­

ner attempted and that by the Act under which he claims employ­

ment the Nation became bound for his compensati on , or he was au­

thorized to act for them, I would r ecommend that Inspector Wright 

be directed to have the Na tional Secretary of the Choctaw rat ion 

certify this act in accordance with the agre ement , and when the 

same is received so certified , that the Pr esident be requested to 

appro ve the same . tt 

Whether the act of said at ion employing and appointing said 

Guerrier special agent and a ttorney of the same was proper or 

not need not be herein considered . At t he time of its passage 

the law did not require its approval by t he President . It is 

considered that said a tion has a ri gh t to terminate said e -
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p1oyment by its legislative a ction, subject to the approval there ­

of by the President. If Mr . Guerrier has a vested ri ght against 

said Nation t he re peal of the act employing him will not affect 

such right. 

In vie of all t he circumstances of the case I am of the 

opinion that the repealing act of the Choctaw ation approved by 

its Principal Chief Octo ber 28 , 1898 , should have the f avorable 

recommend ation of t h is De partment , and I have therefore to re-

quest that the same be approved by you . 

Copies of t he reports of the Commis ·sioner da ted De cember 13 , 

1898, and the 21st inst ant , together with the letters of the 

U. s. Indian I ns pe ctor dated December 6 , and February 4 , are 

herewith inclosed. 

Ind. Ter. Di v. 
110-98 452-' 99 

' 5 Inclosures. 

Respectfully , 

E . • Hitchcock . 



Shady Point , I . T . Feb . 29 , 189 9 

Ozark t'!i nirg & Manufac tu :ri ng Co . 

In a ccount rith ; D.H. ;·J isdom,. U. S . Indian g t . 

To ro yalty on one hundred and t h irty five tons coa l 

mined at its mine at Hob ar t Choc t aw Nati on , du ri ng t be month of 

January 1899 , at 10¢ ~ r ton .;13 . 50 . 

yf . E . Haile y , General t·anager o t he Ozark 1:i n ing nd 

Manufa cturing Company , b e i ng duly s worn, up on h is oath states t he 

above sta teme nt is true to t h e best of h is kno l edge and belief . 

• • a il ey 

Ge n . ·gr . 

Subscribed and s vorn to befor e me , a notary pub l ic in and f or t he 

Centr al District o f t.t¥3 Ind ian Terri tory , t h is 27th day of Feb . 

1899 . 

J . B. Jone s 

Not a ry Puhli c . 

(End orsed) Union Agency ~o . 10 Receive d Jun . l 2 , 1899 Office of u.s . 
Ind. ian 1 gent ,Mus cogee , Ind . rre r . S"vrorn s t a t en en t a ccompany i ng remit­
tance of . Ozark Mining and Mf g . Co . ha dy oin t , I . T . for month of 
Jany .1899 amou nt 1

• 13. 50 - - --



Union gency , 

Mus cogee , I . T., March 1 , 1899 . 

Mr. F. M. Wi lliams , 

Limes t one , I . T. 

Dear Sir:-

Yours ~eceived in regard to the necessary proceedings t o 

have a t ownsite ex tablished a t Lime s tone . 

Sec. 14 of the Curtis Bill , pro vi ded , that the inhabitants 

of any ci ty or town in the Terr i tory , hav i ng 200 or more residence 

therein, may proceed b y peti tion to the u. s . Court in the dis­

trict i n which such c i ty or town is located , to ha ve the same 

incor porated , as provided in Chapter 29 of Mansfield 's Digest 

of the Statutes of Ark . 

Aft er the town has been incorporated , the agreement made 

between t he Dawes Commission a nd t he Choc taw Nation , provides , 

that the Commiss ion shall 1 ay out to wns i t es , to be restricted as 

far as possible to t heir present limi ts et c . You wi ll therefore 

unders t and that your first dut y i s to file a petit i on for the 

incorpor at ion of your to wn , and that it must contain 200 or 

more r es i den t s before such petition i s f i led. 

I am not well posted as to t he mumber of i nhabi t ant s in 

Limestone , b ut I hardly think a t this time it contai ns a suf ­

ficient amount of pupulat ion to be incorpor ated , but on this 

point you ar e bet ter advised than 1 am. I would advi se you to 

procure a co py of t he Cur t i s Bill a nd r ea d i t f or f ull p1rti -

culars. 

Ve r y re s pe c tfully , 

D. M. i sdom. 
u.s. I ndian gent . 

Approved: 
J. Geo. Wright, u. s . I ndian I nsp. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee , kla . Press Book , dl , Let . #65 



The Honorable 

Departmen t of t he I nterior, 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Vashing ton. , March 3,1899 . 

The Secre t ary of the I nterior . 

Encl osed herewith is a r epor t of Febr uary 24 , 1899 , from Inspec­

tor Wri~ht , transmi t ting a communicati on to him from D. C. McCurtai n , 

the Distr ic t Attorney for t he Firs t Judicial District in the Choc-

taw Nat i on , complai ni ng on a ccount of the fai lure or refusal of 

parti es i n t hat Nat i on to pay t he permi t taxes for renters and 

hired men prescr i bed by t he laws of said Nati on. 

N~ .McCurtain in his l e t t er seems to expect th i s Department to 

assist t he Nati on in t he co l lecti on of these revenues . Unquestion­

ably t he permi t laws of t he Choc taw Nati on are in as full for ce an 

effect now as t hey were prior to the rati fi cat i on of the agrement , 

there bei ng nothing i n t h e a greement repealing or mod i fyi ng the 

same. 

Here tofor e the office , under t he direct i on of the Department , 

has uni ertaken to r ·emove non- e i tizens wi thi n the Chickasaw Nati on 

who r efused t o pay t he per.mi t tax r equir ed of them by the laws of 

that Nation. When the troops wer e put i nto the f i e l d for the pur-

pose of t hese r emoval s , i t was found t ha t t he of ficers of the Chicka­

saw Nation had received , i n almost all i nstan ce s , the pe r.mi t t ax 

require« of t he non-ci t i zens and had gi ven r e ceipts t heref or but 

hai macl.e no r e turn t o the Nation. 

As the Choctaw l aw i i rects the cit i zen , who rents t he l and to 

the non-citizen or who employs t he non-citizen t o work his f arm, to 

pay this tax, an i as the courts of t he Choctaw Nati on have not been 
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ieprivei of their usual jurisdiction under the Choctaw laws , it seems 

to the office that this matter of the collection of this permit 

tax is entirely within the power of the Choctaw authorities . If the 

citizens of the Choctaw Nation refuse to pay the permit tax , the 

remeiy is in a proper proceeding in the Choctaw courts to compel 

compliance w.ith the law. The Choctaw Nati on has nothing in the 

worli to Q.o with any arran~e:rmnt, that ·may be made etween a citizen 

of the Nation and a non-citizen laborer with respect to the pay-

ment of the tax. The interest of the Nation goes simply so far 

as to effect the collection of the tax and so far as the Nation is 

concerned, the person who pays it is a matter of in ifference . It 

wouli seem, therefore, that i f the District Attorneys· of the vari­

ous iistricts in tbe Choctaw Nation would institute proper procee -

in~s a~ainst these de linquent citizens , the tax could be collect 

or the party would be punished under the law of the Nation for 

its violation . 

I have the honor therefore to recommend that Inspector right 

be instructed to advise llroMcCurtain an · ali others applyi~ that 

while the ~ :rm it. law of the Choctaw Nation is in full force an 

effect, the Nation must take all proper steps through its own 

courts to enforce the collection from its own citizens of the 

permit tax. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant , 

A.C. Tonner, 

Acti ng Commissioner. 



United S t a tes of Americ a , 

Indian Terri t ory • 

Central District . s . s . 

Jiifroh .. 1899 

~ oah damp les , being du l y s worn , on h is oath says : 

Tha t he is engaged i n opera ting a coal mine near t he tom 

o'f 1C11.le s t er , Indian Te rritory. That the amount of co al produced 

and s h i pped fro m said mine during the month of January , 1899 , was 

1115.05 to ns of s creened c oo 1 . Tha t t h e above and foregoing 

quantity of coa l is tm tot a l amount put out by him du ring t he said 

month of J anuary , vri thin the Indian Terri tory , and that the royalty 

due on t he sa id amount of co al is ~? 111 . 50 . 

Noah Samples . 

Subscribed and s worn to befor e me , t h i s March 3 , 1899 . 

S . Gurvier . 

ot ary ubli c . 

{Endorsed) Union ency t o. 239 Re ceive d at Uni on Agency 1.:uscogee , 
I. T. S rorn s t a temen t a ccompanyi ng remit ta nee of noah Samples , 
McAlester , I . T . ror month of J an y . ,1899 ar1.ount '~'111 . 50-- --
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. J . s .UTH , v anager . J :~s ~LI TT , 3ec . and Treas . 

' liLIDRTO!I CO 
Jim rs a 

Hon . D. ii . ·· isdom, 

U. s . Indi an Agent , 

1.1US c c:g ee , I . T., 

Dear Sir :-

co ' hippers of Coal . 

i1burton , Ind . Ter ., 
·ar ch 5 , 1899 . 

T~ e beg to report the output of our mines for the 

month of Janua ry 1899 as fo 11ows , 

4373 to ns af lump coal at . 10 cents pe r ton '1t'437 . 30 

we also en close our c e ck t - Louis exchln ge far t 1~ amount roy ty 

due the I ndian I ati on , 

~indly acknowledge receipt and obli ge , 

Yours very '1.
1IU ly , 

. c. I. Co , 

anage r , 

(Endorsed) Union en cy o . 17 Re ceived pr . 1 5, 1899 ffi c e of 
U. S . India n Agent , I~us cogee , I nd . Ter. vorn st atement a ccom anying 
rem i ttance of ilburto n Coal. o • . , ilburton , I . T . for month of 
Jenuary,l899 Amount '437 . 30----



DEPART lEI T OF THE INTERIOR • 
. , a shing ton . 

larch 6 , 1899 . 

Mr . J. George ·i1 r i ght , 

U. s . Indi a n Inspector , 

Muscoge e , Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

You will find inclosed here with Bi+l No . 28 , Choctaw at ion , 

entitled "An Act in struc ting t h e Board of Education" , approve d 

by the Principal Chief of s a id ation on October 25~h 1898 . 

Said Bill was submitted to t he President for executive a ction 

on t h e 26th ultimo and ~as returned by him appro ved on the l st 

instant. You will for ward said Act to the a tional Secretary of 

said ation , and you will find enclosed herewith a copy of Depar t­

mental letter of transmittal , wh ich isreturned for t he fi l es of 

your Off'ice. 

Ind • . Te r . Div . 
191, 463-1899 . 
2 inclosures. 

Respect fully , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary . 

Through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

{Endorsed) Un i on AgeliD.cy # 25, received 1ar. 11 , 1899 Office of 

U. s . Indian Inspector f or Indian Terri tory . n ash i ngton , ' arch 4 
Y , 

1899. Secretary . Bill No . 2B , Choc taw , "An ACT instructing t h6 

Board of Education", ap rove d. 



DEPART1 l T 0 ... 1 THE I I RIOR • 
. ;ash i ngton . 

February 28 , 1899 . 

The President . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit herewith for executive action 

unqer the provisions of the agreement set out in section 29 of t he 

Act of Congress ap proved June 28th 1898 (30 stats ., 495) an ct 

of t he Gener a l Council of the Choctaw I ation , entitled "An Act 

instructing the Board of Educationtt . Said ct was ap proved by the 

Principa l Chief of the Choctaw ation , October 25th 1898 . It con-

tains three sections , which pro vide : 

"Sec. 1. That the Board of Education i s hereby instructed to 
re-call at t he end of the first term of the present session , all 
schola rs now a t tend ing college, whether in the Territory or in any 
of the tates : and the ct allowing the Board to send scholars to 
college is hereby suspended in~efinitely . 

"Sec.2. Tha t the Board is hereby instructed to ask the s ec­
ret ary of the Inter i or to use the first Twenty-four Thous and , Three 
Hundred and Fifty dollars ( 24 , 350 . 99) , wh ich shall come i nto t he 
Tre asury from coal and aspha lt, tD defr ay the expenses of t he two 
orphan ac ademies, Jone s c ademy , and Tushkahomma Institute , an d 
Spencer Acadeny , giv ing to t he last t h ree F i ve Thousand Dollars , 
($5,000.00 ) , each , and to ·vheelock School , Twenty - Seven Hundred and 
Fifty Dollars,( $2,750.00), and to the Or phan School a t Atoka , under 
Rev. Rishel , now under c ontract with the School Board , Twenty-Seven 
Hundred and F ifty Dollars ( $2 . 750 . 00) , and to rmstrong Or phan 
Ac ademy Th irty-Ei ght Hund red and Fifty Dollars ($3 , 8 50 . 00) . 

"Sec. 3. That if the Board deems it for the best interest of 
all it shall stop the neighborhood schools and Tushkaloosa ca demy 
at the end of January, 1899". 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs in transmitting said Act 

states that he made a report on the same Jan :uary 20th 1899 , when a 

certified copy of the Act was transmit ted for Departmental oo nsi der­

ation, with :Lavorable recomn enda tio n. The certified copy was r ·e­

turned by the Department on Janua ry 2 5th 1899, to the United States 

Indian Inspector for the Indian Territory . In his original report 

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs recommend s the approval of said 

9/ 
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The Pres. 

Act, and he r e ne ws said recommendation in his rep ort of February 21 , 

189 9 . 

The Depar tment concurs in said recommend a tion and inclo s es 

herewith t he le tter of Inspector 'vVright , together wi t h copies of 

the said rep o rts of the Commissione r of I ndian Affairs , and I 

ha ve t h erefo r e to reque st th a t said ct be a pproved b y you. 

Ind. Ter. Di v . 
46 3-1899, 1 9l- ' 99. 
4 inclosures. 

Re spectfully , 

E . A. Hit chcock . 

Seer etary . 
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BILL NO. 28 . 

C H 0 C T A V N A T. I 0 N. 

-ooo-
AN ACT 

I STRUCT I NG THE BOARD OF EDUCATION . 

Sec. 1. Be it ena cted by the General Counci l of the Chocta~ 

Nation assembl ed , Tha t the Bo ard of Education is hereby imtructed 

to re-ca ll a t t he end of the first term of the present session , all 

scholars n_ow· attending college , hether in the Territory or in 

any of the St ate s: and the ct allowing the Board to send scholars 

to college i s hereby suspended indefinitely . 

Sec . 2 . Be i t fur t her enacted , That the Board is hereby in-

structed to a sk t h e Se cret ary of the Interior ~ to use the first Tw ­

enty Four Thou s end , Three Hundred and Fifty Dollars ($24 , 350 . 00} , 

which sha ll come i n to the Treasury from coal and asphalt to defray 

the ex penses of t he two r phan cademies , Jones l'l.cademy , Tushkahomma 

Institute, and Spen cer Academy , giving to the last three Five Thou­

s(:lD.d Thousand Dollars( .5 , 00 6/0 0) , each , and to iJheelock School , 

Twenty-seven Hundred and Fi f t y Dollars ( $2 , 750 . 00) , and the rphan 

School a t n toka , under Rev. i s.hel , ·now under contract with the 

School Board , Twenty- s even Hundr ed and Fifty ollars ($2 , 750 . 00) , 

and to the Armstr ong Or phan Ac ademy Thirty - eight Hundred and Fifty 

Dol lars ($3 , 8 50 . 00 ) . 

Sec . 3. Be it f urthe r enacted , That if the Board deems it for 

the best interest of all it shall stop the neighborhood schools and 

Tus t:. a loo sa ~,. c ademy at t he end of Jcn uary 1899 . 

Passed the House , uc t . 21 , 1898 , 
Joe uke s , 

Spe aker of t he Ho us e of Repr esentatives . 

Passed the Senate , ct •. 2 4 , 1898 , 
H. P . ard , 

Pr esident of t he .:;, elli te . 

1m ,ROVED: r. arch 1, 
Oc t . 25 , 1898 , 

GRE 1N r'~c CURT.( .nr . 
P I !CilhL Chief Choctaw 

-- t 



3/6/99 

United St a t es Of Ame ric a , 

Centra l Di s t r ic t , I nd . Ter o 

I, Pa t Ha rley , do s olemnly s wear t hat I an ope r a t i ng 

what is knovm as ii1e John Harrison Strip P i t , situa t e d: abou t t wo 

miles South o f Leh i e#t , I . T . and t ha t during t he month of Februa r y , 

1899, I t aken out and mi n ed from said s t r i p p i t (97 ) n i nety seven 

tons of co a 1. That t he ab o-ve is a true co rre c t a nd a ccur a t e 

account of th;} co al I mi red and t a ken from sai d Pit . 

Pa t Harley 

Subscribed and s wor n to be for e me th is t h e 6th d a y o f l:ar ch , l 8 99 . 

A. T • . le s t , 

Not a ry l-ublic • 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc y r o. 245 March ,8 ,1899 Muscogee , I . T.- - --Sworn 
statement accompanyi ng r em i t t ance o~ a t Ha r ley , Lehi gp , I . T . for month 
of Fe broo :ry, 1899. am aunt .J9. 70----



D !:P .ARTVlENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
vASHINGTON . 

Mar ch 6th , 1899 . 

J . George right , 

u. s . I ndi an Inspe ctor , 

11us cogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Si r : 

Bill No . 48 , Choctaw Ta ti on , entitled "An Ac t repealing 

and Ac t employing and appointing s . Guerrier , Special gent 

and Attorney of t he Choctaw at ion" 
' 

approved by the Princi -

pal Chief of said Nat ion on October 28th 1898 , was submitted to 

the President for executive action on the 28th ultimo . On Narch 

1st said Bill was returned approved wy the President . 

I inclo se said Bill to be forwarded by you to the ~a tional 

Secretary of s aid l at i on , for appropriate action , together with 

said Departmental letter and a co py of the re port of the commis ­

s i oner of Indian Affairs there on , ~'or the f iles of your Offi ce . 

Respectfully , 

Ind • Ter • D i v • 
1110-' 98 , 452-' 99 
3 inclosures . 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary . 

Through the Commissioner of Indian ff a±rs . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 24 , received ra r . 11 , 1899 , offi ce o f 
U. s . Indian Inspector , I . T . ; Jashington , iarch 6 , 1899 . Secre -
tary, Bill No . 48 , Choctaw, repealing an Act appointing s . Guerrier 
.Speyial Agent and attorney , appro ved • 

..... .... r . 

qs 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ash i ng ton, 

Mr.J .Georl!;e Wri@;ht, 

U.S.Indian Inspector 
for the Indian Terri t ory, 

Musco~ee, I nd . Ter. 

Sir• 
' 

March 7th ,l899 . 

The Depar"bnent i s in receipt of your communica tion of 

the 24th ultimo, tran smi tting a letter fro m .Mr, D. C. McCurtain , 

i1 strict attorney for t he first ju ici al di. strict , Choctaw Nation , 

in which he sta tes t ha t t he enfor cement of the permit l aw of t hat 

nation is difficult "owi~ to the i ea ha. vi~ grown up that t hese 

laws are a dead l e tter since the passage of the Act of Co~ress 

approved June 28,1898 (30 St a t. , 495 }. You sta t e t hat sai pe rmit 

tax is payable to t he sheriff of the county by the citizen employ­

ill~ the renter "or hir e ling" , and in c a se he f ails to pay t he tax 

the citizen is subje ct to p r os e cut i on and fine by the courts of 

the Nation. 

The Acti ng Commiss i oner of Indian Affa irs in transmi ttin~ 

your said conrrnunic a ti on r e commends tha t you be instructed "to 

aivise Mr.McCurtain and all other s appl y i ng t h at wh ile the permit 

law of the Choctaw Nation is in ful l f ore and effect , the Na t i on 

must take all proper steps through its own co urts to enforce the 

collection from its own citi zens of t he permit t ax." 

9b 

By Section 29 of the Act of Congr ess appr oved June 2B ,l898 

(30 Stat.,495) the tribal government of the Choct aw Nation i s 

eontinuei for the period. of ei ght years, ani courts t her eof ar e 

continue« with certain jurisaiction, except as mod ified by t he 

pr visions of said Act. It is within the jurisdiction of s a id 
23 



tribal courts to enforce the collec tion or· said per.mit tax from 

the citizens of said Nati on , and the recommen a tion of the 

Acti~ Commissioner of Indian Affairs is therefore concurred in , 

ani a copy of ~is said report to~ether with the letter of Mr. 

MCCurtain is hereWith inclosed. 

Ini.Ter.Div. 
563-1899. 

2 Inclosures. 

Throu~h Commissioner 
of Indi an Affairs . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

(Eniorsei} Union Agency No. 23 Re ceive Mar 11 , 1899 Off i c of 
U.S.In ian Inspec tor for In ian Territory. Washington , March ? , 1899. 
Secretary.----Rel ative to permit tax in Choctaw Nation .----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Mr.J.Geor~e r i ght , 

u.s.Indi an I nspector 

Washing ton. 

for t he Indi an Territory; 

14usoo~e e , I.T. 

Sir• 
' 

March 8th, l899 . 

The Department is i n r ece i pt of your communica tion or 

the 11th ultimo, i nclosing a le t t er fro.m Mr . Geort!;e Hayden who , 

on behalt of the Ft . Smith and Western Railroa Company , made ap­

plication f or twenty-ei~ht lea ses of coal lan s in the Choctaw 

Nation, a sk i ng tha t he be not re quir ed to file a bond of 50 , 000 

for each of the t wenty- e i ght lea s es , but that a bl anket bond of 

$200,000 or $250,000 be r equirecl f o r the whole number of leases , 

tar the r easo ns se t forth i n detail i n his communicat i on . You 

refer to departmental letter of J anuar y 4 , 1899 , wher e i n t he 

Department concurred in the recomme ndation of t he Commiss i oner 

ot Int i an Affairs that thi bond re quir e of the le s s ees i n the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw nations should not be fixe d a t l es s tha.n 

$50,000, and you state that "wh i le it does not appe a r t hat a bon 

at $50,000 for any one l ease would be unreasonable , to re quire 

such an amount fo r each of t~ ffi l eases grant ed to one per-

son or compa ny maki nt!; an ag~re~ate boni of $1,400 , 000oOO , par­

ticularly where mine s have not ye t been developed nor quantity 

ot coal capable of deve lopment a scert aine d , i t mi gh t operate a s an 
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bstaol.e to the invest~nt of capital and the development of this 

country," ani you su g~es t that "the requirement of a bon of 

$50,000.00" be not made in every instance where a number of leases 

are maie to the same party, an tttha t each applicant be gi.. ven 

cons iieration separately for the best interests of' all concerne • " 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs in transmitting your 

saii letter refers to the action of the Department in permi ttin~ 

the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroa Company "to file a blanket 

boni in the penalty of $75 , 000 to cover thirty dirferent in en­

tures of lease", and states that "in view of the action of the 

Departnent in the case of this company, it would seem prop r an 

ri~ht that the Ft.Smith and Western Railroad Company should b 

~iven a like privile~e, and I th refore have th honor to r com­

meni that Inspector Wr i~ht be instructed to advise the latter 

company that a bond of 75,000 to cover the twenty- eil!;ht pro.­

posei indentures of lease in the Choctaw Nation woul be accepte 

by the Department for the purpose , it being und rstood of c ourse 

that the sureties on sai bond shall be regard d as suffici nt , 

and the boni shall be subject to approval by t~ Secretary of the 

Interior after consideration upon its merits." 

The amount or the bond. should be sufficient to secure 

the payment of royalties, and in tbe case of the Choctaw, Oklahoma 

ani Olllt Railr oa a Company , the De par tmen t fixed the am.oun t at 

$?5 ,000 1 on repre sentat ion that the quantity of coal mined would 

not exceei one million tons pe r annum, the royalty on which for 

six months wouli be $5o,ooo. 

28 
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The Department concurs i:n your recommendation 

that "each applicant be l!;iven consideration separately for the 

best interests of all concerned.ff 

It there are no other reasons known to you why the Ft . 

Smith and Western Railroad Company should be required to give a 

lar!er bond than tba.t prescribed for the Choc·taw, Oklahoma an 

Gult Railroat Company, above referre to, you will advise sai 

company that a bond of $75 , 000 to cover all of t he t w nty- eight 

leases, if otherwise free fro.m objection, ill be ~proved by the 

Department. A copy of the Commissioner's report is inclose 

herewith, together with t~ letter of Mr. George Hayden trans­

mitted. by you. 

Ini.Ter.Div. 
454- 577-1899. 

2 Inclosures .. 

Through t he Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs . 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

It; o 

(Eniorsei) Union ~ene~ number 28 Received Mar 13 , 1899 Office of 
u.s.Indian In~ector for Indian Territory. Washington , March 
8 1 1899. The Secre tar1,.----Fixes bond for 28 leases of Ft.Smith 
& Western R'y Co. at ~75 ,000.00---- -



T~ Honorabl e 

De:partn:ent, of t.O,.. Interior , 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Vash i~ton , March 6 , 1899 . 

The Secretary of tre Interi ar • 

Sir; 

) c) 

T~ office is in receipt , by Depar'tment reference for con­

siieration, r eport ana recommendation , af a report af' February 11 , 

1899, from Inspector rwright , relative to the matter af the bon 

of t he Fort Smith and Vestern Railroad Company , rhic h comp1ny e ­

sires to rrn ke t wen ty-ei~.ht leases in the Choc taw Nation for the 

pur pose of mini~ coal . 

It app9 ars from the records of this office that this report 

from I n s pe eto.r 1right was , by error , made an enclosure of a report 

from him on same date , r ela ti ve to the matter of mini!\!; stone in 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations , to 11De used as ballast for th 

roa d beds of certain railroads in t he said Nation , on hich the 

office r epor ted February m , 1899 , and tbat consequently s~id re­

port was transmitted to the DeparU:nen t without a submission of tbe 

views of tbe office on the matter to .-h ic h it relates . 

According t o the conclusion .heretofore reached by the De­

par1:m.en t, thi s railroad company would be required to file bond in 

the a~~regate pena1ty of $1,400 , 000 , but the Department has since , 

on tbe ap plicati on of the Choc taw, Oklahcma and Gulf Railroad Com_ 

pany, pe:nni tted that company to file a blanket bond in the penalty 

of $75,000, to cove r th irt y diff e r ent indentures of lease . 
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In view of the action c:rf the Department in the case of this 

company, it would seem proper and right tbat the Fort Smith and 

Western Railroad Company sh ould be given a like privilege , and I 

therefore have the honor to recommend that Inspector Vright be 

instructed to advise t he latt.er company that a bond of' $75,000 to 

cover the t wenty- eight proposed i ndentures of lease in the Choctaw 

Nation would be accepted by the Department for the purpose , it 

bei~ un derstood of course that the sureties on said bond shall be 

resaraeG. as sufficient, and the bond shall be subject to approval 

by the Secretary of the Interior after consideration on its me rit s . 

In making this recommendation I do not overlook the fact that 

the Fort Smith and Western Railroad Company has suggested a will-

1n~ess to make a bond of $aoo,ooo, or of $250 , 000 should tbe De­

partment require the same, and this recommendation is based on the 

iiea that if in the opinion of the Department $75 , 000 is. sufficient 

to cover thirty leases by the Choctaw, Oklahoma and Gulf Railroad 

Company, that amount woul d also be sufficient to secure twenty- eight 

leases by the Fort Smith and Western Railroad Company. 

· K.S.ll. (G) 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant , 

A.C. Tonner , 

Acting Commissioner . 



STATE OF ~/IS SOURI) 
)ss. 

CITY OF ST . LOUIS ) 

3/10/99 ) 

.'l . P . Heath , of lavrful age being duly s worn , certi f ies that he 

is Secretary and Treasurer of the Kansas & Texas Coal Company , 

a cor por a ti on organized under too laws of tbe S tate of Mi ssouri 

{wit h gener a l office a t S t .Louis , Mo .), and oper ating co a l mines 

in tbe Choctaw Na tion , Indian Territory, and does further certify 

th a t t he fo llowing is a true· rep ort a s t aken from the records 

of said company of the number of tons of coal pr oduce d by said 

company in t he Cho ctaw 'Ja tion during the month of January 1899 

t hat is ru bject to a roya l ty of ten cents per ton under the 

terD.s of it s contract with ihe Choctaw r ati on dat ed 1~arch 27 , 1895 , 

to-wit: 

From ] fine No . 2 Krebs , Ind . Ter . 

3356 tons a t 10¢ 

From Mi n e IJo . 52 Che rryva le , Ind . Ter . 

Total 
742 . 70 7427 tons at 10¢ 

$1078 . 30 

Subscribed and s worn to before me a t ota ry Public 'lithin and for 

said city 2-nd state in dup licate t h is lOth da y of J:iarch A. D. l899---­

Jar.:es J . McDonaJd 
Notary Publ ic . 

My commission expires on the June 16 , 1900 . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency r o . 249 Re ceived IJTa r . l 3 , 1899 Office of U. S . 
Indian Agent , Muscogee , Ind . Ter . Sworn statement a ccompanying r emit ­
tance of Kansas & Texas Coal Co for month of Jany , 1899 amount 
$10?8.30----



Mr. s . Guerrier, 

South McAlester , I . T . 

Dear Sir:-

Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T. 

March 11 , 1899 . 

Your letter of the lOth ins tant , in which you advise me 

j (.; 

that on Thursday , the 9th instant , there were 25 men at work in 

# 6 mi ne at Lehigh , and on that day Mr •. John Cameron , Asst . Sup t . 

of the Atoka Coal & Mining c ompany employed five more men , who 

agreed to g o to work, and rented them one of the Company' s house s 

to live in. You further state that on the 9th instant about 

8 o'clock at night , one hundred men surrounded the house and told 

these men that they must leave the c amp and gave them 24 hours 

in which to leave. You further advise me that on t he morning 

of the lOth ,. 75 men assembled at Briar Creek Bridge and forced 

sane 10 or 12 men who were on tbeir way to IDrk , to return to 

Lehigh. 

You are informed that under the egreemen t made between the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations and the Dawes Commission , that the 

following provision was adcpted ; 

"It is further agreed that the United States court s now 

existing, or that may hereafter be created, in the Indian Territory 

shall have exclusive jurisdiction of al l controversies growing 

out of the titles, owne rship, occupa tion, possessi on , or use of 

real estate, coal, and asph81 t in the terri tory occupied by 

t~ Choctaw and Chicka saw tribes;" 

press book no. 1--letter 196. 



) t s-
-2-

It ould t he r efore seem t hat the le.ssees of the mines , as 

stated by you , under said provis ion have the right to go into 

the u. s . Court and protect themselves in tbe use and occupation 

of said coa l mines , and I would advise the said lessees to apply 

to the u. s . Courts for the proper remedy . The men who inter-

fered with the workers at said mines are also disturbers of the 

peace and are guilty of a misdemeanor under the Arkansas laws 

extended over the Territory , so that it seems there is both a 

civil and a c riminal remedy for interferences and disturbances 

of too k i nds indio ated in your letter . 

I there fore have no hesitation in recommending to you that 

you apply to the u. s . Courts , as agent of said mines , for what 

I deem to be a speedy and effective remedy. 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. 7
• isdom . 

u. s . Indi~ Agent . 

Approved; 

J • Ge o • · right , 

u. s . Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency- Musk ogee,Oklahoma . Press book no . 1.--­
letter 196 (p age 197) 



3/15/99 

-: SOUTID' ~ T~RN COL & DviPROVEr. · · ;yr COPANY :­
Sta temen t or the Output of Coa l for t he Mont h of 

February , 1899 , 
of the Coal Mi ne s ope r a t e d by t be above Comnany a t i t s 

r~ ine s located a t and near C oa lgate ~ 
Chaetal Nati on , ' 

I Tl..d i a n Terri tory . 

All Coal Produced ;-

)6 

Total. amoun t in tons , pe r contr a c t u i th Nat i ona l ge n t s , 11 , 419 . 50 

Total amount at t en cents pe r ton , 

I 
State of Kansas , I 

I s s 
County of La bette } 

I 

'i~ 1 , 141 . 95 

D. C. I'lelch ,. of lavrful age , b e i ng f ir s t dul y swam , up on 

his oath de poses an d says tha t he i s the Auditor of tbe South-

western Coal & I mproveme n t Company , a nd a s s uch kee p s an a ccurate 

a cco unt of t he: bu si ne ss of t h3 Company , and C?f t m o ut pu t of coa l 

of said Co . a t Its mine s loc a t e d a t an d near Coa l ga t e , Choc t aw 

Nati on, Indla n Terr i tory , and tha t h e made t he above an d foregoing 

statement of the o ut pu t of co a l for the mon th en di ng e bruur..r 

28th,l899, a nd t h e a bov e is a cor r e ct sta terre n t of th3· out ::pu t 

in tons, together with t le amoun t of roya l ty d ue on s ame , a nd 

furth3r affi ant s aith n ot . 

Subscribed and smrn to be f or e me t h is t he 15th day _ of 1.·arch , l 899 . 

tta L . Cal dwell . 
IJotary Public . 

My Commission e:xp ir e s Jan .15th , 1901 . 

(Endorsed) Union gency ""o . 266 Re cei ve d l ar . 25 , 18 99 Offic e of -.s . 
Indian Agent , ~uscogee , Ind . Tero worn statemen t a ccompa nying r emi t ­
tance of ~o . estem Coal & Imp . Co . t . Louis , Mo . for mont h of Febry . 
1899 amount ~1141 .95----



Paris Female Colle~e, 

T. J. Sims , Pres 1 en t. 

Cor.sherman and Hi!h Streets . 

Paris, Texas 

Dear Sir; 

March 16, 1899 

I wrote to your epar1:ll:len t awhile back in r ~ar to ~ht 

Choctaw pupils in our Coll ~e for four mo ths an everythi~ 

furnishe • 

Jly bills have been epproved some tim a by t~ let 

Superintenient of Choctaw Nation , but I cannot ~ t any satisfac-

tion or information as to s ttlement. I wrote to Mr . J . Geo . ri~ht , 

ani he told. me to wait deve~opments, but I have been aiti~ no 

for nearly seven mon~hs ani nothi~ develops . 

We have been compelle by this d ferred settlemen~ , to 

iiamiss two of our te achers, ~reatly to our hurt, but we coul not 

P&J them. Certainly justice woula mand that some one shoul · 

pay farthese bi~ losses sustainei by our colle~e. 

We are in imperative need or the mom!Jy. If in your po r 

to ~i'Ye u l~h't r: . asten instructions, please o so and it will 

be hi«hly appreciate • 

Respectfully, 

T.J .Sims. 

I 

(laiorse } Union ~ency number 77 Rece ived Apr 1,1899 Office u.s . 
lniian Inspector for Innian Territaryo---Sims, T. J . Presidant Paris 
•male College, refers to former letter relative to unpaid bills for 

boari ot e~ht Choctaw pupils & asks t ha t some action be taken-
lookin~ to settlement~ Dept . of the Interior refers to u . s . Ind . Inspectcrr 



STATE GF Eisso URI ) 
) ss . 

CITY OF ST . LOUIS ) 

. 3/20/99 

, . P . Heath , of lawful age being duly s ro rn , certifie s t ha t 

I o~ 

he is Se c r etary and Treasurer af tm Kansas & Texas Coal Company , 

a corp orati on organized under t he laws of the S t a te of I.:issouri 

(with gen e r al office a t S t . Louis ,.Ai o .) ,, and ore r ati ng coa l mines 

in t he Cho c taw Nat i on , Indian Terri t ary , and does further certify 

t hat t he f o l l owing i.s a true r epor t a s taken from the r e cords 

of s ai d c ompany of the number of tons of co al p roduced by said 

company i n t he Choc taw Nation dur i ng tm month of February 1899 

t hat i s sub ject to a royalty of ten cents :r:e r to n under the t e r ms 

of its co ntract ith the Choctaw NationdatedUarch 2? , 1895 ,. 

to-wit: 

From VIine No . 2 Krebs , Ind. . Ter . 
2189 t.ons at 10¢ 

From f, ine r:o . 52 Cbe rryvale , Ind . Te r . 

? 149 tons at 10¢ 
Total 

L: . B . Hass 

~p218 . 90 

?14 . 90 
~;933 .8 0 

Subs cri bed <?-nd s worn to before me a Notary Public \"'T i thin and fo r 

sai d Cit y and S tate in du plicate th is 20th day of Harch . D. l 8 99---­

James J . McDonald 
l'Totary Public . 

My co mmission expires on the June 16th , l900 . 

{Endorsed ) Uni on Agency No . 259 Received I.ar . 22 , 1899 Office of u.s . 
Indi an Agent,Iv"us co gee , Ind . Ter. s iorn st atemen t a cc anpanying remit ­
tance of Kansas ·and Texas Coal Co . s t . Louis , ·.'lo for mont h of 
February 18 99 amount $933 . 8 0----



D E P A B T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ashi~ton. 

arch 21 , 1899 . 

;r .Geor~ Wri~ht, 

u.s.Ini i an I nspector for the In ian Terri tory, 

ll u s c 0 ~ e , In ian Terri tory. 

Sir;-

Inclos ed herewith you w.ill fin map showi~ the location or 

the asphalt mini~ claim of the Chickasaw ini~ Co . in the Choctaw 

Nation, In i an Terri tory , showi~ a contlict with the claim ot 

M. & ~. Schnei er . The attorney for sai company requests th t 

the leases e xecuted to sai Schneiiers b not a:pprove , but that 

the matter be r eferrei to you with iirection to inv sti~ t the 

same ani mak e a r eport in accor anc nth la an the rules an 

re!Ulations pre scri be by the Department . 

Test1!at1on a s r equested , an in ue tim ma 

Respectfully, 

Ini. 'fer. Div. 
706-1899 

1 inclosure. 

'l'b:rou~h the Commission ot Ind i an Affa irs . 

You will mak th in-

report ther on. 

Thos. Ry 

Actin~ Secretary . 

(Eniorse i ) Union ~ency Number 62 Receivei ar 27 , 1899 Offic o~ 
U.S.Inti an I nspe c t or for Indian Terri tor Y• Washi~ton, March 
21,1899. Secre t ary.----Encloses map showing conflict betwe n 
asphalt claims at Chic kasaw Mi ni I)@; Co . an M. &. A. Schnei er .----



DEPART111ENI' OF THE INr ERIOR • 
ashington. 

March 22 , 1899 . 

J. George Vright , 

Sir: 

u. S. Indian In spector 
for the Indian Territor y , 

Muscogee , Ind ian Territory. 

The De partment is in receipt of your communication of the 

llth instant , transmit ting letters asking for pay of Choctaw 

teachers' certificates , and mak ing suggestions in refenen ce to 

the payment of said tribal indebtedness . You refer to JJ epart­

mental letter of t he 4th ultimo regarding the settlement of 

the indebtedness of t he schools of the Choctaw Na tion , and sub -

mit with your letter "three communications--one from T. T. Ross , 

of Ada, Indian Terri tory , inclosing a reertificate in favor of 

B. T. Hill for w30. for services rendered as teacher ; and two 

from Edith vebster for an aggregate of $14 . for similar com-

munications on file in your office , and that t.he claims are for 

teachers employed in the neighborhood or day schools , and you 

recommend that the c ertificate of t he Superintendent of Public 

Instruction of the Nat ion should be required as evidence of the 

validity of the c laim against the Nation , and you suggest th at 

"such claims should be paid by the u. s . lndian .Agentn , and "the 

claims for the operation of the board i ng schoolsn shoul d be sub ­

mitted to the Department as directed by said Departmental letter . 

The Commissioner of Indian ' ffa irs, in transmitting your said 

comm.Ullrt.i!eation , stat es , "After careful considera ti on of the case , 

the Office is of the op i nion that the payment of these claims 

Will be exped ited if made b y the Agent of the Union gency , as 

suggested by Insp3ctor ~·right." •.... . ... and he recommends tha t 

)I 
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the regulations referred to by you be modified so as to permit 

the payment of this particular class of claims by the Indian 

Agent o~ the Union Agency, "upon the evidence prescribed by the 

regulations a nd with the approva l of the Inspector . " Your said 

recommendation, concurred in by the Commissioner of Indian Af-

fairs, is approved by the Department, and the regul ations pre ­

scribed on February 4 , 1899 , are hereby modified in accordan ce 

with said reco mmendat ion. 

The papers tr ansmit t e d with your said letter are herewith 

returned. 

Respectfully , 

Tho s . R. Ryan . 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
719-602-1899 
3 inclosures 

Through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

Acting s ecretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 65 , received Mar . 27 , 1899 of f ice of 
U.s. Ind i a n Inspector for I . T.; vashington , March 22 , 18~9 ~ 
Secretary. Directing that Choctaw neighborhood school certlfl -
cates be paid by Indian Agent . 

Ill 



··;rLBURTO T C OAL CO ANY , 

Wm . Bus by , Preside nt , 
Jas.Elliott, Sec . and Tr eas. 
~J. .J . ;:>mith,Gen ' 1 Manage r . :r~~arch 24,1899 , 

Wilburto n , Ind . Ter ., 

Hon . D. r, . ~iisdom , 

U.s . India n Agt , 

Niu s c og e e , I • T • , 

Dear Sir :-

'1 e beg to r ep ort i± e out put of our mires for tbe month of 

February 1899 a s follows·. 

230? tons of lump coa l a t . 10 c ts , p:3 r ton '1' 230 . ?0 

It 

we also e n close our check StLouis Exchange for tm arrnunt of roy­

alty d m the Indian Nati on , 

Kinily a cknorrledge re ceipt and oblige , 

Indian Ter . 
Central Dist .--SS 

Yours very truly , 

w.c .&.I .co , 

Per M. Smith . 

Manager , 

Be it k n ovm , t ba t on t h is day came before me , a otary 

Public , within and for the Central Di st . Duly Commissi oned and 

cting M. H. Sparro 'l , Cashier 'lilburton C. H. Co , tore rvell kno n 

and stated th a t t.he foregping statement is correct so far as he 

knows . 

fitness my hand and seal as such notary public , this firs t 

day of April 1899 . 

E . B. Ham ilton, 

N. P . 
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orsed) Union Agency o . 45 Receive d pr . l? , l 899 ff ic e of 
• .Indi en Agent , Mus cogee , I nd . Ter . s worn s t atane n t a ccompanyi ng 
mittance of' ·rilburton Co al Co . lilburton , I . T. f or mont h of 
bruary , l899 Amount ~230 .70----

)) 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
~ashi~ton. 

arch 25 , 1899 . 

J' .Geor~e Wri~ht, 
u.s.Indian Inspector 

for Indian Terri tory, 
Musco~ee , Indian Terri tory. 

Sir; 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of the 11th 

instant inclosi~ a letter from Mr . J . B. Jeter , Supt. Spencer Aca emy, 

with notices to him from the Merchants Bank, of Ft . Smith, Ark., 

concerni~ two notes ~ven by him· to. said Bank, to: s cur hicb 

Jlr.Jeter dep os i te with said Bank Choctaw warrants . 

You also i nclosed copy o.:f your letter to too Bank askin~ far 

' extension of tim, and s tati~ that you have a lar~e number ot' 

communications from inter·ested parties , inc.ludint; teachers in the 

Choctaw Nation, aski~ when pa.yme ts may be xp cted . You :further 

state that trere is deposite from roya1ties on coal , asphalt to the 

creiit or the Choctaw an Chickasaw Nations the sum of $63 , 758 . 80 , 

which is applic able :for school indebtedness in said Nation since 

July 1st last. You ask t.ha t the C.omptroller of the Treasury be 

askei to ·make decision as early as possib~ with reference to the 

aenner of settli~ the past and present school 1ndebte ness , as 

submitted by your letter dated January 16, 1899. 

Yotr said communic ation was returne d to the Commissioner or 

Iniian Affairs on the lOth instant for recommeMation and report , 

ani I am in rece:L.pt of his report in wh ic h he states that the 

question or the payment of t he in~ebteiness seems to have been 

aettlei by the re~la ti ons for the I ndian Terri tar y, dated 

4, 1899, approved by the Department, section 2 of which is 
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quotei. He rurthe r stat e s that if' you Wil l proc ee in accordance 

111 th safcl instructions an.i forward t he claims to the Indian Office 

they Will be a cted upon 8Dd sen t to the a:ccounti~ officers or 

the Treasury lfi.t hout del ay. 

The recoiJUJJe ndat ion of the Commissioner is approved , ani you 

will be f;Overne i i n a ccor ance With sai instructions in order that 

se.ii 1niebteine s s may be pa i d as speedily a s possib1e . 

Saii lette r of Mr .. Jeter and the t wo inclosures are r etur ned 

.herew1 th. 

Ini.Ter.Div. 
603..1899 
'14'1-1899 

3 inclosures. 

Th:rou~ the Commis sioner 
ot Iniian Affairs . 

Respeottully, 

Thos . Ryan 

Ac tin! S cretary. 

(Eni orsed } Uni on Agency Number 75 Re ceived Mar 31,1899 Office of 
U.S .Inii a n I n speetor for Indian Ter r i tory. Washington ar 25 , 1899 
Secre tary.----Returns J . B. Jeters letter about payment of Choctaw 
school i ndebtedness with in8 tructions . 

)I 



BILL NO?(sio) 17. 

C H 0 C T A W N A T I 0 N. 

-00--
AN ACT 

APPROPRIATING MONEY TO REIMBURSE ISAAC GARLAND . 

WHEREAS, Judgment for Fourteen Dollars was rendered against Isaac 
Garland in the United States Commissioner ' s Court at Whitefield, 
I.T., for medical services in favor of Dr . J . R. Butler in attend­
ing one Bradshaw who was shot while resiting (sic) arrest by 
United States Indian Policeman Frank ebb ~ ho by order of 
United States Indian Agent Wisdom assisting Isaac Garland as 
Sheriff of Sans Bois County in collecting royalty on hay , and 

VmEREAS, the Judgment together with costs and fees amounted 
to the sum of Forty-seven dollars and thirty- five ·cents ( $4? . 35) , 
which amount was paid by the said Isaac Garland , THEREFORE , 

Section 1. Be it enacted by the General Council of the 
Choctaw Nation Assembled : That t he sum of Forty- seven dollars 
and thirty-five cents is hereby appropriated out of any money 
in Treasury, not otherwise appropriated , to reimburse Isaac 
Garland for the amount expended by him in s atisfyi ng said j.udg­
ment and paying the costs and f'ees of said case . 

Section 2. Be it further enacted , that the National Audi­
tor is hereby authorized and directed to issue his warrant to 
the said Isaac Garland for said sum, and this Act shall take 
effect and be in force from and after its passage and approval . 

Passed the House March 24 , 1899• 
JOE ·A. DUKES , ~peaker of the House of Representatives . 

Passed the Senate March 24 , 1899. 
H.P. WARD , President of the Senate . 

APPROVED , March 25 , 1899 . 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, Washington , D.C. 

April 11, 1899·. 

APPROVED : 

Green McCurtain , 
Principal Chief of the 

Choctaw Nation. 

VITLLIAM McKINLEY. 

) I 



The Honorable 

Department of the Interior , 

OFFICE OF I NDI AN -AFFAIRS , 

Wa sh i ngton , 
April 6, 18 99 . 

The Secretary of t he I nteri or . 

Sir; 

Enclosed , herewith , is a r eport of March 29 , 1899 , from 

Inspector Wri ght , transmi t ting an Act of t he Cho ctaw Counci l , 

appropriating $4? . 35 to reimbur se Isaac Garl and on account of a 

judgment rendered agains t hi m by one of the u . s . commissioners 

for medical services i n favor of Dr . J . R. Butler , who attended one 

Bradshaw, who was shot while resis t i ng arrest by the u . s . Indian 

Police ac ting under orders f r om the u . s . Indian Agent , in ass i s t ­

ing Mr . Garl and , as Sheriff , i n collec ting royalties . 

Inasmuch as it seems t ha t t he u . s . commissioner has given 

judgment agains t Mr . Garland f or t he s um of money which this i s 

appropria t ed to reimburse ,. I recommend t hat the President be 

requested to approve t he Act . 

It is de emed expedient , ho ever , to say t hat this r ecommenda­

tion is made wi th s ome hes i tation , and only because favorable 

action is r ecommended by Inspector Wright . It seems to the 

office t hat i f Mr . Gar land were proceeding within t he l aw , and 

in the regular dis charge of h i s duty , he wo uld not be liable 

for the expens e of medical at t endance on t he person who was s hot 

while resisting l awful ar rest . If he was proceeding in accor­

dance with the law, and i n tbe regular per f ormance of his duty , 
I 

I 
I 

II i 
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be should not be held liable, and the judgrr.ent or the Commission­

er of the u.s.court against him would appear to be an err or, but 

in the absence of any proof to the contrary, the orfice should 

accept and regard this judgment aga inst Mr . Garland as conclu­

sive of the fact that he. was acting beyond his authority, and 

was, in harsh language , guilty of a breach of the peace in the 

shooting of the man. 

No facts are given, however , on whi ch this office could 

determine whether the Commissioner gave a proper judgment 

against Garland, or whether it was erroneously given against 

him. Therefore the recommendation contained i n this report 

relies exclusively on information wh ich it is presumed Inspe ct~ 

or Wright has, and which induced him to make his recommendation . 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

A. C. Tonner , 
Acting Commissioner . 

(K.S.M.) 

P • 

I I 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ashington . 

To the President, 

Sir; 

Apr il 8 , 18 9 9 • 

I have the honor to submit herewith for executive 

action, under the provision in Section 29 of the Act of Congress 

approved June 28 , 1898 (30 St at ., 495) , a Bill No . l7 , Choctaw 

Nation, e ntit led "An Act appropriating money to re i mburse Isaac 
• 

Garland." 

Said Bill was approved by the Principal Chief of said 

Nation on March 25th , 1899 . It provides for the payment of 

$47.35 to Isaac Garland for judgment against him in u . s . Commis-

sioner's court for medical services in favor of Dr . J . R. Butler , 

in attending one Bradshaw who was shot while resisting arrest 

by u.s .Indian police , who by order of u . s . Indian Agent was ass ist­

ing said Garland , as sheriff , in the collection of royalties . The 

u.s.India n I nspector recommends t he approval of said act , and 

his said recommendation is concurred in by the Acting Commissioner 

of Indian Af fai rs . 

I I 

I have , therefore , to recommend that said act be approved . 

A copy of the report of the Acting Commissioner of In­

dian Affairs, together with the letter of said u . s . Indian 

Inspector is i nclosed herewith . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
98?-1899. 

3 inclosures • 

• 

Very respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

Secretary. 



DEPART MENT OF TH -r.l I NT R I 0 R, 

~ashington. 

:r .George ·fright , 
u.s.Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Terr i tory , 
Muscogee , Indian Territory. 

April 14, 1899. 

Enclosed herewith you will find an act of the Choctaw 

Nation entitled: "An Act appropriating money to reimburse 

Isaac Garland." 

) 0 

Said act was submitted to the President for executive action 

on the 8th instant, and was approved by him on the 11th i nstant . 

You Will forward the s8me to the Exe cutive Secretary of the 

Choctaw Nation. 

You will find enclosed herewith said departmental letter , 

together with a copy of the report of the Acting Commissioner 

thereon. 

Respe ctfully, 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
987-99. 

3 enclosures. 

Through the 

. A. Hitchcock. 

Secretary. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 119 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian 
14, 1899. Secretary.----Returns 
Garland, approved.----

Received Apr . 20 ,1899 Office of 
Terr itory. ashington , Apr il 
Choctaw Act to reimburse Isaac 
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• J . TH , Presiden t • • . HAILEY , Gener ~ anager . 

OZARK }.:I NI NG & ·I.tTh UF 1 CTUR I_IJJ. CO • 

Shady o int , Ind . Ter . 

viarch 25 '1899 

ozark .:i ning & Hanufactur i :ng Co . 

D • . r. ,·· is do m, 

U. . I ndian gen t ; 

Roya 1 ty on 1036 t ons coa l shipped rrom its mi ne s at 

Hobart , I . T . during the month of Feb . 1899 , at 10¢ p er ton----­

~;>10 3 . 60 

Ozark i ning & 1~g . Co • 

• E . Hailey 

Gen l . figr . 

' . E . Hailey , General :r: .. J:anager of the 0 zark Mi n i ng and Mf g . Co . being 
duly s v.orn upon oath st at es that t he above statement i s true as 
he verily bel ie ve s . 

'd • • Hailey 
General ·1gr . 

Subscribed and sworn to b efore me ,· a not ary pub li·C i n a nd for 
tb:t central dis tri c.t of t he Indian Te r ri tory this ffi day of 
March 1899 . 

Bert ha L . Frederick . 
Kot ... ry ub lie . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ' ·o . 11 ecei ved Har . 29 , 18 99 Off ice of 
U. S . Indian Agent , Muscogee , Ind . Ter . Sworn statement a ce anpanying 
remittance of Ozark ,""i ning & Ivifg Co . Sha dy Poi nt, I . T. f or mont h 
at Feby.l899 amount '103 . 60----



BILL NO. 16. 

C H 0 C T A W N A T I 0 N. 

****O**** 
AN ACT 

APPROPRIATING MONEY F OR THE P .AY1'..1:ENT OF STU ART , LEW IS & GORDON. 

I 

~HEREAS , a certain contr act has beam made and entered into be -

tween Green McCurtain, Princi pal Chief of the Choctaw Nation , and 

the law firm of Stuart , Lewis & Gordon , whereby said firm agreed to 

specially ap pear before the United State s Court for the southern 

District at Ardmore, Indi an Territory , and secure the elimination 

from the judgment s of the Court of all persons whose names , subse­

quent to said judgmant , had , through fraud or otherwise , been en­

tered thereon as adjudged citizens or members of the Choctaw tribe 

of Indians, and 

WHEREAS , It was agreed in said contract that the said s tuart , 

Lewis, & Gordon, should be paid for each IB rson whose name was 

stricken from said judgments, the sum of Fifteen dollars , ($15 . 00) , 

and for the hotel expenses of said firm while actually engaged in 

such work , to be paid in Choctaw warrants , and 

~HEREAS, A number of names have already been <stricken from said 

judgments and others in s:i milar condition soon to be so eliminated 

from other judgments, THEREFCRE , 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the General Council of the Choctaw Na t ­

ion Asse.rrbled: That the said contract he and the same is hereby ap­

proved, and the sum of Twenty - five hundred dollars is hereby appro ­

priated, to pay the ob1i.gations of said contract , said sum , or so 

much thereof as may be necessary shall be paid to the said firm of 

Stuart, Lewis & Gordon for rendered and expenses incurred ins aid 

contract, provided no warrant sh all issue to said stuart , -Lewis & 

Gordon until their account has been approved by the I:rincipal Chief . 



2. 

SECTION 2. Be it further enacted, That the National Auditor is 

hereby authorized to issue his warrant upon the National Treasurer 

in favor of said firm upon the requisition of the Principal Ch ief , 

and this Act shall take effect and be in force from and after its 

passage and appro val. 

Passed the House March 24 , 1899 . 

(Signed) Joe A. Dukes , 
Speaker of the House of Representatives . 

Passed the Senate March 24 , 1899 . 

{Signed) T. c .P . Ward , 
President of the Senate . 

APPROVED: March 25 , 1899 . 

APPROVED , 

(The Great Seal) 
( o:f' the Choctaw) 
(Nation. } 

{Signed} Green Mccurtain, 
Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation . 

----------000-----------
EXECVTIVE MANS ION , WASHINGTON, D. C. 

July 3 , 1899 . 

(Signed) illi am McKinley . 

) 



R Y B R ., 
Coal Operators , 

Co 1-Gater I ;T ., arch 27 , 1899 . 

1r. J . Geo • . right , 

Dear S ir:-

e here vi th i nclos e ou c heck for 'irl 67 .oo settlement of 

roya lty for month of Fe by , 1899 , f or 67 0 t ons screen ed coa l a t 

10 cents per ton-- 67 .oo . jve make mo ney or der to your order 

and ~ yabl e i n 3 t . Louis · o . l ease send receipt an d oblige , 

Yours truly , 

(S igned ) Perr y Bros • 

)1 

.. e hereby certify t t th e above (670) tons is the tot al amount 

of coa l mL.ed by us in t he month of Feby . l 899 . 

Perry Bros ., 

G. H. V.Perry . 

uiit>rn to anl subscribed befor e me t h is 27th day of ~Lar . l899 . 

~ , . Perry . 

(Endor•ed) Union Agency -Jo.259 Received at Union Agency, Muscogee , 
I.T. Sworn statement accomp anyi ng rem i ttance of erry Bros . Coal ­
Gate,I.T. far month of eby.l89 9 amount .67 . 00----



Mr. J. H. Needham , Supt ., 

Union Agency , 

Mus cogee , I . T . 

March 28 , 1899 . 

Mexican Gulf Coal & Transportation Co ., 

Howe , I . T. 

Dear Sir :-

) 

Yours received in which you state t hat the above named 

company is opening mines one half' miles west of Howe and you want 

to lmow if you can use a saw mill for your oWJ. use to be used 

exclusively for the mims without infringing on the late act 

of the timber law. 

You are informed that a mining company in my opinion , has the 

right to cut timber for t.be ir i:rn:rrediate use , after their applica­

tion far lease ba.s passed tbrough the formula prescribed by the 

Rules and Regulations of the Interi or Department . See Ar t . 3 

of Regulations under the provisions of agreEment of April 23rd , l89 

and ratified by Co:Q?;ress June 28th , l 898 , and thereafter shall pay 

for all timber cut on their said Je ase at the usual r ates to the 

particular tribe in which h is lease is located. I send you copy 

of regulations. 

Very respectfully, 

Approved; D. M. "fis dom , 
J .Geo. Wright, 

U.s .Ind.i an Inspector. U.s . Indian .Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book no . 1 letter 382 . Muskogee,Okla . 



DEP RT1!1ENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
Wash i ngt on. 

J. George Vright, 

Sir: 

u. s. Indian Inspector 
for the Indian Territory , 

] uscogee, Indian Terr i tory . 

Mar ch 28 , 1899 . 

The Department is in rece i pt of a repor t of the commiss­

ioner of Indian Affairs, upon your communicat ion with inclosu-

res relative to the cu t ting of railroad ties in the Choctaw 

Nation, and the Commissio ner sta t es : 

"that there is no authority of law under which any timber 
can be sold, either by the authorities of the Choc t aw and Chick­
asaw Nations or by the officers of this Department . This , of 
course, applies to the sale of timber for commercial purposes 
and not the cutting of trees ftDr fuel to be used in the r ation. 

"'fhe cutting of railroad ties would clea rly be a vi6lltion 
of Section 5388, Re vised otatutes , as amended by the li.Ct of 
June 4, 1888 ( 25 St ats., 11 6) , n 

and he recomme nds tha t you be instructed to advise the author-

ities of the Chickas aw Nation that the cutt ing of railro ad ties 

by v~. Hussey as desired c annot l awfully be permitted . 

The question of the cutting of timber has heretofore been 

the subject of considerat ion by the Department, and you were par­

ticularly advised in the De partmental letter of March 25 , 18 99 , 

in reference thereto . The views expressed by the Commissioner 

are not considered by the Department to be in confl ict therewith. 

A copy of his aaid report is i n closed herewith for your in for ­

mation. 

Respectfully , 

Thos . R. Ryan. 

Thro' Com•r of Ind. Af . c t i ng s ecretary . 
Ind. Ter. Div. 
752-1899. 1 inclosure. 

I ' 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy # 86, Received pr . 3 , 1899. ffice of 
a!!!!:!:~~n!:!..,_..!_l !!,T'I .2,;co ...... f' rYr• T T'l ,q rp c. '1"" _ .J o c:: h _ 1 h~ '1"" _ ?J::l. 1 R 9 9 • S C • ___ __. 
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Indorsed) cont'. Relative to cutting Railroad ties in 

hoctaw Nation . 

dvise also governs Ch~ckasaw l ation . 

Copies to Folsom, FcCurtain, 1:. _.Johnson 4/3 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
A.SHINGTON. 

;r. George 'v'right, 

Sir: 

u. s. Indian Inspector 
For the Indian ierritory, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory . 

March 28 , 1899 . 

The Department is in receipt of a report from thecommiss-

ioner of Indian Affairs upon your commun ication wi th enclosures 

relative to the cutting of railroad ties in the Choctaw Nat ion , 

and the Commissioner states : 

"that there is no authority of law under wh ich any timber 
can be sold either by the author ities of the Choctaw and Chick­
asaw Nations or by the officers of this Department Q This , of 
course, applies to t he sale of timber for comme rci a l purposes 
and not the cutting of trees for fuel to be uaed in the nation. 

"The cutting of railroad ties would clear ly be a .vdolat ion 
of section 5388, Revised Statutes , as amended by the Act of 
June 4, 1888 ( 25 Stat ., 116)," 

and he recommends that you be instructed to advise the author -

ities of the Chickas aw Nation that the cutting of railroad ties 

by Mr. Hussey as desired cannot lawfully be permitted . 

The question of the cutting of timber has heretofore been 

the subject of consideration by the Department , and you wer e par ­

ticularly advised in t he Departmental letter of arch 25 , 1899, 

in reference thereto. The views e:x:p ressed by the Commissioner 

are not considered by the Department to be in conflict therewith . 

A copy of his said report is enclosed herewith for your infor­

mation. 

Respectfully, 

Tho sQ Ryan , 

J cting s ecretary . 

~. T. Div. 752-1899. 

J' 



Mr.o.D.Marchbanks , 

hitefie1d ,. I . T . 

Dear Sir :-

Union Agency , 

us cog e e , I . T . 

arch 31 , 1899 . 

) 

Yours received in 1hich you state that Judge Garlan:l has 

fenced up tbe ma i 1 route bet een \hi tefi e1d and Tam. aha , and 

thereby caus i ng gr eat i nc onvenience to the tra ve1ling public 

and also hinders you in carrying the mai 1 over said route . 

You will notify Judge Garland t hat he mus t not obstruct 

mail routes in t re Terri tory as it is a violation of the treaty 

proVisions, and if be continues to do so , I Wi 11 order a pol ice­

man to cut his fence and als o bave him iniicted . 

Approved; 

J .Ge o. '· right , 

Very re~ectfully , 

D. M. isdom , 

U. s . I ndi an gent . 

U. s . Indian Inspe c tor . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book no . 1-~etter 426 Muskogee , Okla. 



March 31, 1899 I 

-: SOUT1f,~STE~J CO~L & I t ROV.2.1.f \fT COv1P..AlY :­

S t atement of the Out put of Coal for the month of 

J anua ry , 189 9 , 

o'f the Coa 1 Mi nes operated by t.te above Campa ny a t its 

Mi nes locate d a t o.nd ne a r Coa l gate , 
Choctaw Na tion , 

Indian Terri tory . 

All Coal Produced :-

Total Amount i n Tons , as per c ontract ~ 1·th Nat1· onal gen t = 13 249 30 Ql , • 

Total Amount @ t en cents per to n , 

) 

State of Kansas , ~ ss 
County of La bette , ) 

) 
) 
) 

1 , 324 . 93 

D . c . ~Jelch , of lmvful age , b ei ng first duly s worn , upon 
his oath dep ose s and says that he is the Auditor of t l~ South¥\estern 
Coal &. I mprovemen t Company , and as ruch keeps an ac c urate account 
of the business of t h e Company , and of t he out put of coal of sa i d 
Co . a t its mines loca t ed a t and near Coalgate , Choctaw Nat i on , 
Indian Territory , and tha t he made t.he above and foregoing state ­
nent of th:3 out p ut of co a l r ·or t he month ending J anuary 3 l st , l899 , 
and tm a bove is a corre ct statement of the output in tons , together 
1 th t~ amou nt or royalt y due on aame , and furthe r affiant sa ith 

not. 
D.Cf. llelch. 

Subscribed and s worn to b efor e me t his the lst day of March , 1899 . 

My Connnissi on eJg? ires Jan 1 5th , 1901 . 

Ot t a L . Cald :vell 
Notary Public . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 244 Recei ved a t Union Agency ,Mus~oge e , 
I.T. Mar.31,1899 ~orn statement a ccompanyi ng remittance of So . 
estern Coal and Imp . c o . for mon th of Jany . l 89 9 amount .?1 324 . 93----



United S t a te s of Ameri ca 

I ndian Terr i tory 
Cen t ral Distr i c t- - s s . 

J J 

March 31, 1899 

D . Ed Tard s , bei ng du 1 y sworn , on hi s oath says that he i s 

t he sen ior :rrember of t he firm of D . _,:; d war ds & son , ope r a t ing coa 1 

mine s ne ar McAl es t e r , I . T . nd Fairv i ew, I . T ; t ha t the output 

of coa l f or t he month of J anuary , 189 9 , a t Fairv i e w, I . T . v;as 199 

tons; t.ba.t t he output of c oal. for the month of J anua ry , 1899 , a t 

Mc ... l es t er, 1 . 11
• wa s 952 . 2 tons , tte total out pu t bytbe f irm of 

D.Edvrards & so n for the mont h of Janua ry , 1899 , bei ng 1151 . 2 

t o ns ; t ha t th i s f i rm has not put out any coa 1 at any otm r po int 

i n t he Ind i a n Te r ri tory dur i ng the month of Janua ry , 1899 ; nor has 

t h i s a ffi ant ; that the amount of royalty due by the sai d firm 

of D .~ dwards & Son f or too month of January , 1899 , a fores a i d , i n 

a c co r dan ce v.i t h figures he retof ore gi ven , i s ~115 . 12 . 

D. dnards . 

ub s c r i be d and sVIo r n to be fore me t h i s 2 4th day of Februa ry , 1899 . 

S . Guerr i er . 

Not ry u bli c • 

My Commi s s i on exp ir es January 2 , 1900; 

(End or se d ) Un i on Agency o o229 e cei ved a t Union Agen cy , Mus coge e , 
I.T. J..1arc h 31 , 1899 worn s ta t emen t a ccompanying r emittance of 
D • .1:.1 d ard s & Son Iv c A1este r , I . T . for mont h of J a ny . 189 9 amount-­
$115 .12----



M~oh 31, 1899 )~ 

D. M. HAIU:Y, Pre si den t . J . ELLIOTT , Gener a l 1anager . 

HAIIEYVI LLE , L.® . T_~.,R . 

Hon. D.1 . i sdom, U. S . I nd . Agt . 

GENERAL 

OCTO mR 

NO IBER 

DECEr/BER 

. . 

·i ners and Shi ppe r s of Coal , 

--and Deal ers in--

l'.'L2J RC HAND IS E :MINERS ' SUPPLIES • 

S t atemen t of coal mined and royalty due t.hereon , 

for mont hs of OCT ill , NOV.& IBER and DEC=:LBZR 1898 . 

Tons screened coa l 152 . ?5 

" tt 

" " 

291 . ?? 

398 . 0? 

" t 

" n 

James ..!!illiott . 

19 . 10 

36 . 4? 

49 . 83 ~3 105 0 40 

tl~ 1l~~1cM a&e~ in ing Co . 

Subs cribed and s worn to befor e me this the 27th day of January 

1899 . 

E . H. Doy1e 

Notary Public . 

{Endorsed ) Union Agen cy No . 228 Re ceived at Union en cy , I"uscogee , 
I.T. Swor n sta tement for warde d to U. S . Indian Inspector I·.:arch 
31,1899 . Sworn s t atement a cc ompanyi ng r emitten ce of Hailey Coa l and 
Mi ning Co . for months of Oct , .rov , and De c . l 898 amount ~' 105 . 40- ---
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The Honorable 

DEPART [E1"'T OF TdE I TTER IOR , 

Off ice of Indi an hffairs , 

~~ ashington, 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

TK 

April 3 , 1899 . 

On the 21st of arch, 1899 , there was received in this 

office a report from Inspector right , transmitting a report 

to him from U. s. Indian gent isdom, and other papers , mark­

ed Exhibit "A" to Exhibit "P" , inclusive , and relative to the 

matter of the propased removal of one James Boston , illegally 

within the Cho c taw Nation. Pending t he consideration of this 

report and accompanying papers in this offi ce , an informal re ­

quest wa s made by the hief of the Indian Territory Divi sion , 

of your office, asking for the immediat e transmission of these 

papers to the . Department. 

The question being one of some importance , and t here be -

ing no time to prepare a report , and furthermore being one 

which was raised by a telegram from the Department , of Whi ch 

this office had no information, the said papers were tra nsmi t­

ted in accordance wi th this request , by endorsement , on arch 29 , 

1899. 

I 

The office is now in receip t of Department letter of arch 3 , 

1899, returning the papers for consideration , early report , and 

recommendation, in duplicate . 

Pursuant to the direction contained in this letter , the at ­

tention of the Department is invited to Section 2147 of the Re­

Vised Statutes, which is in effect, that the Superintendent of 

Indian Affairs and the Indian · gents and Spe cial ~gent s shall 
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have authority t o remove from t he I ndian country all persons 

found therein contrary to law , and that t he President shall 

have authorit y to direct that the military force of the United 

States be employed in such removal . 

The Attorne y General in an opinion , dated July 19 , 1884 , 

advised th i s De partment that in the absence of treaty or sta­

tutory provi si on to the contrary , the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Nations h ave th e power to regulate t heir own rights of occup­

ancy, and to say who shall par ticipate therein , and upon what 

conditions, a nd hence may require permits to reside in the nat­

ions from citi zens of the Uni ted States , and levy a pe cuniary 

exaction therefor . In the course of this opinion , the Attorney 

General exami ne d the treaties with the Choctaws and Chickas~ws , 

and the Statutes of the United states , and found nothing to pre ­

vent the enforcement by those nations of their existing permit 

laws. ( 18 Opin ions At torney General , 34) . 

No t Ct of Congress ha s passed or agreement with those nat­

ions been re ached since this op i n i on which operates to deprive 

the natio~ s of the r i ght to regulate this occupancy , or to pre­

scribe rules upon which persons , not me~ers · of the t ribe , can 

enjoy privileges within t he nati on. 

From the report of Inspector ' r i ght and Agent Wisdom, and 

the accomp anying papers, it appear s that this man Boston is 

within the Choctaw Nation mthout a .permi t from the n ation t here­

for, and is there contrary to l aw. This be ing so , the Indian 

Agent has the authority to remove him t herefrom. 

I 
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I do not deem it essential in connection with this re ­

port to discuss the relations between the miners and the mine 

operators in the Choctaw Na tion, which appears to be involved 

in this matter , further than to say that it is not the wish of 

this off ice to so use the power of the United States as to 

oppress any honest labor employed in mining operations in the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations , but that it seems to the off ice 

that miners within the Choctaw and Chickasaw nat i ons wbo quit 

the employ of operators there , and who refuse to take out per-

mits in accordance with the laws of the nations to reside in 

the nations, remain a menace to the peace and welfare of the 

Indians so long as they continue idle and to reside in the 

nation}.. 

) 

With these remarks, Inspector right's report is herewith , 

returned, with the recommendation that he be advis ed that it is 

not the intention of the Department to interfere with the right 

of any person to quit the employ of any other person engaged in 

mining operations in the Choct aw 1ation, but that the power of the 

government must be used to preven t any act of lawlesness wh ich 

would be detrimental to the peace and welfare of the Indians . 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant, 

A. c. Tonner . 

(K.S.M.) P. Acting Commissioner . 

-



DEPARTMEN T OF THE INTERIOR 
' 

United tates Indi a n I nspe c t i on servi ce . 

Mu scogee , I . T., pri l 2? , 1899. 

Ron. Green McCurtai n , 

Sir: 

Pr i nci pal Chie f , Choctaw Nation 
Sans Bois , Indi an Territory. 

On the 25t h i nstant I received the fol l owing t elegram 

from Jud ge c. B. Stuart , of the firm of s tuar t , Lewi s & 

Gordon , who is the attor ney of the Choc taw t ation : 

"·Mc Curt ain demand s by t e l e phone , through 
this fir m, th at Bos t on be remove d, if he 
has no per mit . n 

Upon t he recei p t of s aid t e l egram I t e legraphed the Hon­

orable Se cre tary of t h e I nt erior as follows : 

"Pr incipal Ch ief McCurta i n , of Choctaw 
Nat i on , through h i s attorne ys , by telegram , 
demands removal of J~es Boston from Cho ­
c taw Nat i on : Cho c taw author i t i es are anx­
i ous for i mmedia te a ction . By the terms of 
your letter of Apr il 12th it would seem he 
ought to be removed . Pleas e wi re i nstr.uct­
i ons accordingly . " 

I am j ust now in receipt of t he follo wing telegram from 

the Honor able Se cretary : 

"Te l e gram received : was Mr . Bos t on notttiad 
or t he dec i sion of the Department of the 12th 
i nstant , and does he refus e t o take out a per ­
mi t in accordance with t he l aw s of the Choct aw 
Nati on. : demand of Ch ief Hccurtain should be 
in wr i t i ng with re aso ns the r e fo r . " 

You will s ee from this that th e Depar tment will take no 

action in t his mat ter until you reply by ·le tter to the le t t er 

or I nspector right, dated the 18th instan t . 

Your request ought to s how , firs t (if' it be t he fact ) 

that Boa ton refuse s to tak e out a permit i n accordance with 

the laws or the Choctaw Nati on, and second , if he has ma de 
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application for a permi t and it has be en refused h im by t he 

authorities of the Choctaw Nat i on , this f act ou ght t o be r e­

cited. 

Unless your letter to the Inspector here wil l show tha t 

Boxton refuses to take out a permit or that he has made appli ­

cation for one and it has been refu sed h i m, the Department will. 

take no acti on i n the mat ter . 

If he h as made appli cation f or a permi t and i t has been 

denied the reason for denying t he same should be se t out ~ifd 

in additi..on , if you want him re moved , whether he has made an 

application f or a permit or not , t hen you shoul d set out the 

reasons in full why you desire his r emoval . 

I herewith enclose you a copy o f t he l e tter of the Honor-

able Secretary of the Interior , d a ted t he 12th instant , above 

referred to . Followi ng the language of the t elegr am from Se c­

retary Hitchcock, above quoted , you will see that it is hi s 

opinion th at Mr . Boston ought to be no tified of the cont ents 

or this letter . You wi l l t herefore, please serve upon him a 

notice of the re qu i r emen t s of t h e Department , and i n yo~ r re­

port set out the fa c t that you have ser ved him with such no­

tice . 

.r.w. z.(K) 

Very respectfully , 

J . w. zevely 

c t ing ,U. s . Indi an I nspec t or , foc 
' the Indian Terr i to ry • 

) 
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Uni on Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., 

April 4th , 1899 . 

Mr. E. o. Harris on , 

Caddo, I . T . 

Dear Sir:-

Yours re cei ved in ~h ie ' you state that you are a mer chant 

doing business at your place , under a lic ense issued from this 

agency, and a lso paying ro yalty on said bus i ness . You further 

state that in due co urse of business you have gathered some cattle 

and want to know if you c an hold such c attle on the · p ublic domain 

of your nation . 

You are i nfor :rre d that it 11as b een t he custom .he retofore " to 

allow licensed trader s rho have gathered a bunch of cattle i n due 

course of trade, to let t hem run upon the pub lie domain , provided 

he held them for a short period and .had bought them simp l y in ex­

change for good s. 

Under t he ne w or der of things , ho ever , when allotoont is 

likely to take place, I do not think it ~ ill be proper to permit 

merchants t o gather herds o f cattle and Je. t t hem run on t he public 

domain, because it ha s al ays been re a lly a violation of the 

law to hold c attle upon t he public doma i n . I would adVi pe you 

to make some arrangement to p ut your cattle in a feed pen or en-

elosure and then dispose of them at t he e arliest opportunity . 

Very respectful ly , 
D. I • . Visdom, 

Approved: U. S . Ind i an Agent . 
J .Geo • .lright--U • .::> .Indian Inspe ctor. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book To. 2 Lette r 472 . Muskogee , Okl a . 
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Union Agency , 

Mus cog e e , I • T . 

Apri l 4th , 1899 . 

Mr.E.o.Harri son , 

Caddo ,I . T . 

Dear Sir: -

Yours recei ved in which you state that you are a mer chant 

doing business at your place , under a license issued from this 

agency, and als o paying royalty on said busine&s. You further 

state t hat in due course of business you have gathered some cattle 

and want to know if you can hold such cattle on the public domain 

of your nation. 

You are informed that it has been the custom heretofore , to 

allow licensed traders ho have gathered a bunch of cattle in due 

course of trade, to let them run upon the public domain , provided 

be held them f or a short period and had bought them simply in 

exchange for goods . 

Under the new order of things , however , when cllotment is 

likely to take pl a ce, I do not think it will be proper to permit 

merchants to gather .he rds .of cattle and let them run on the public 

domain, because it has always been really a violation of the law 

to hold cattle upon t h e public do main. I would advise you to 

make sene arrangement to put~ your cattle in a feed pen or enclosure 

and then disp9se of them at the earlies t opportunity. 

Approved; J. Geo . 1lri&l t Very re spe c tfu lly, 
u.s.Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press- D .M . ~ isdam, 
book no. 1-letter 472.-
MUskosee,Oklahoma.---- u . s . rndian Agent. 



The Honorable 

DEPARTMENr OF TIE INTERIOR . 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF IRS . 

a s h i ngton . pril · 6 , 1899 . 

The Secreta r y of the Interior . 

Sir: 

Enclos e d, herewith , is a rep ort of larch 29 , 1899 , from 

Inspector Vright , tra nsmitting an ct of the Cho ctaw at ion , 

appropri ating .;p l 31 to reimburse s . J . Homer , Na tiona l Secre tary , 

for his a ctual expenses i n curred in mak ing a trip to -ashi ng ton , 

such trip being made at the request of the Principa l Chief , for 

the purpose o f obta ining information rela t i ve to the form and 

preparation of a c ts of the general council to be submitted to the 

President of t .he Un i ted States , under the Act of June 28 , 189!8 . 

Mr. Home r came to this city with the consen t of this offi ce , 

and the Dep artment will ohserve that the trip has resulted in a 

more intelligent and eff i cient c arrying out of .that part of the 

agre ement whi ch requires acts of the Nat ional Council to be sub ­

mitted for t he Pr esident 's ap proval . The amount is ver y s n.a ll , 

conside ring t he journey , and other expenses ne cessary for L. r . 

Homer to make, and I t herefore rero rmn end tha t the Presi dent be 

requested to appro v e the Ac t . 

Very respect f ully , 
Your obedient s ervant , 

• c. Tonner , 

~~ 

tK.S. M)P . Acting Commissioner . 



DEPARTMENT OF Tilli INTERIOR . 
Office of Indian 1ffairs . 

~~ ashington . '' Pr l·l 6 1 899 = ' • 

The Honorable 

The Secretary or t he I~erior . 

Sir: 

Enclosed, herewith, is a re~ort of ·arch 2~ , 1 899 , from Inspe c­

tor right , transmitt i ng an Act of the special session of the 

Choctaw Nat ional Council , relati ng to the orphan academy at 

Atoka, Indian Territory . 

This act appropriates $2 , 750 out of the school fund of the 

) ) 

Choctaw ation , to pay the expense of maint a ining the or phan Acad­

emy a t to ka , under a con tra ct entered into on E arch 12 , 1898 , by 

the Board of duc ation with dr ., • R. ishel , the rincip~l of said 

Orphan cademy , and authorizes the ·Board of Educat ion t o en t er into 

another contra ct with the same par ty on the same terms for the 

schoiastic year commencing September l , 1899 , and ending June 1900 . 

It ·also author i zes the National' uditor to issue warrants upon the 

National Treasurer for the amount appropr i a t ed . 

Inspector right in d iscus sing this ac t , approves of sect i on 

one, blj.t disapproves of section two . · 

The office does not see any ne cessity for the legisl ation con­

tained in this act . The Chaeta and h ickasaw agreement gives the 

Secretary of the Interior discretion as to what sums of money shall 

be used for educ a tional pur po se s in the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

nations. f oourse the Departroont wil l use i t s efforts first to 

pay any proper and legitimate obligation assumed in connection 

1th t he school prior to t he passage of the ct of June 28 , 1898 . 
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I have therefore t he honor to recommend t hat t he Act be 

laid before the President , with t he r equest t hat he d isapprove 

the same , 

Very respectful l y , 
YoQr ohedie nt servant , 

A. C. Tonner , 

Acting Commi ss i oner . 

(K . S. M. ) 
P. 



'!'he Honorable 

DEP T ,, F lliE INTERI OR . 
O:BFICE OF INDIAN 1-I.FFAIRS . 

ash i ngton . Apr il 6 , 1899 . 

The Secretary of the Int erior. 

Sir: 

J 

Enclosed, her ew i th , is a report , dated ~arch . 29 , 189 , from 

Inspector ~ ri ght , transmitting an ct of the Choctaw ational 

Council, pro h ibiting the introduction of cattle into that nation 

during certa in t imes of the year. The ct is a competent exercise 

of the police power of the nation , and appears to be ne cessary on 

account of the dangers from infected cattle that might be intro ­

duced therein, Wh ich are liable to entail heavy losses on the cit­

izens and non-c it i zens lawfully re s iding in the nation . The ~ r­

t cular provisions of t he act appear to be competent and we ll con-

sidered. 

I ha ve t he honor , therefore , to recommend that the same be 

forwarded to the r es i dent , with the request that he give favor ­

able consider ation thereto , and approve it o 

K.,;:). ~ . 
P. 

Very respectfully , 

Your obedient servant , 

. c. Tonner , 
rl ct ing Commissioner . 
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DEPARTMENT OF 'IHE INTERIOR . 
Washington . Apri l 8 , 1899 . 

!he President: 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit herewith, fo r e x ecutive action, 

under the provision in Section 29 of the Act of Congr~s s approve d 

June 28, 1898 (.30 Stat ., 495 ,) Bill No . 14 , Cho ctaw .J a ti on , en­

titled "An Act relating to t he Orphan c ad emy , at At oka , Ind i an 

Territory" , approved by t he r i nc i pa l Chi ef of s a i d Natii..on lY.arch 25 , 

1899. 

Section 1 of s a id a ct aut horizes the Board of ~ducation t o 

carry out the provisions of t he cont ract made and entered into on 

March 12, 1898, by said boa rd wi th E . . Ri shel , Principal of said 

Orphan .Academy , and the sum of t wenty - seven hundred and fifty dol ­

lars is appropriated out o f t h e schoo l funds of s a id Nation fo:r 

said purpose, during the rema i nde r of t he present schoo l sess i on . 

Section 2 of s a id a ct author izes the Board of Education --

"if it deems it necessary for the b e s t int e r ests of t he nation , 

to enter into a smiilar contract with sa id E. H. Rishel for the 

scholastic year commenc i ng Se ptember 1 , 1899 , and end i ng June 1 900" . 

Section 3 direc ts the na tional auditor to is sue his warrant 

Upon the Treasury for said sum of 2750 . 

The u. s. Indian Ins pector for the Indian Territory in t rans­

mitting said act , recoiTll"'Ond,.s the approval of section l t h ereof , 

but suggests that if it be the pur pose of t h e Gov e r nment to t a ke 

entire control of said s chools , it would appe ar to c ause confus ­

ion in the management of the s am e j_f the Bo ard of ' du cati on of 

the Choctaw ~Ja tion is to make contra ct s of t his chara cte r in t J::e 

he submits aid act for such a ction by the De partment 



as may be deemed prope r o 

The Acting Commis sioner of Indian ffairs in forwarding 

said act and letter of the Indian Ins pe ctor , says- - uthe ~ Indian ) 

office does not see any ne cessity for the le gisl a tion containee 

in this act. The Choctaw and Chickasaw Agreement g ives the Sec­

retary of the Int eri or discretion as to what sums of money shall 

be used for educ a tiona l purposes in the Cho ct aw and Ch icka s aw 

rra tions. f c ourse , the De partment will use its efforts firs t 

to pay any pro per and legi timate ob J:iga'ti-on assumed in connection 

with the schoo l pr i or to t he pa ssage of the .L.I.Ct of June 28, 1898" , 

and he recomme nds t hat said act be disapproved o 

Said recommendation is c oncurred in by the Department , and 

I have, therefore , to reque s t that said act be disapproved by 

you. 

A copy of the Acti ng Commissioner ' s report , together with 

the letter of said u. s . Indian Inspector , is hereiwth inclosed . 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
985-1899. 
3 Inclosure s . 

Very re~pectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

secretary . 



, Everidge 

perintendent .Public 
Instruction 

OOT.A: NAT ION. 

Hon. J. Geo. ~ 'right 

U. S • I nd • T e r • 

Sir : 

Grant , I . T. pri l s , 1899 . 

Please send e the number of warrant and amount of 

them and if they were received in good shape . I sent t hem by 

registered letter th a t is the Ha t warrants of 1
• H. ilson and 

T. • Hunter . Ther e seems t o b e a slip some where with ur . 

Hunter 's warrants . Pl ease let me hear from you a t onc e . 

Inclosed find copy of T. • Hunter !s , • H. ilson's , 

J 

and J . B. Jetes ' contract . f you prefer , t he original cont ract , 

I can send them . 

Yours truly , 

J . v • Ever idge 
Supt . ublic Schools . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency # 637 Re ceived lpr il 10 , 1899 . ~fic e 
ot u. s. Indian Ins pector for Indian Territor y. Grant , I . • 
pri l 8 , 1899. J . l . veridge . \'/ ants list of warrants sent . "'""n-

closes copies of contracts with school Supts . 



fhe President , 

S:f:r : 

DEPARTMENT 0 F THE INTERIOR . 
ashington, 

pr il 8 , 1899 . 

' I 

I have the honor to submit herewith under t he provision in 

section 29 of the Act of Congress approved Jun e 28 , legs (30 

Stat., 495) Bill No . 4, Choctaw 1 ation , entitled"An ct to reim­

burse s. J. Homer", approved by the Principal Chief of said Nat -

ion, March 22, 1899. 

Said act makes an appropriation of $131 . 00 out of any money 

in the Treasury, not ot herwise ap propriated , to r eimburse s . J . 

Homer, National Secretary , for the, actual expense incurred i n 

making a trip to Jashi ngton , D. c., at t he request of the rincipal 

Chiet, for the purpose of obtaining i nformation relative to the 

for.a and preparation of acts of the Gener a l Council , to be sub ­

mitted to the President for approval o 

The u. s . Indian Inspector for the Indian Territory recomm­

ends that said Act be approved and his s aid recoiDII+endat ion is con­

curred in by the cting Commissioner of Indian Affairs . I have , 

therefore, to recommend that said act be approved . 

A ropy of the re port of the Acting Commissioner , together 

With the letter of said u. s . ndian linspe ctor , is herewith in­

closed. 

Ind. Ter. Div . 
-1899. 

Inclosures. 

very respectfully , 

E . • Hitchcock . 

secretary. 



Mr. J • • Sage, 

Poteau, I . T . 

Dear Sir :-

Union .Agency , 

a us cog e e , I • T • , 

pri 1 8th , 18 99; 

Your s r e ce ived in hich you rep ort t hat t here are 

three or four sa - mills 1i thin 15 miles of ot eau that are 

J 

running and you state that ore more is to be set up in a fe 1 days . 

As I have no policeman near o t e a u and it i s diff icu lt for 

this office to ake an investigation of t he matt er , I ri sh you 

auld write to me and g i ve :re the n ames of t he par ties who are 

running said mi lls , the exact loc a tion of the same and any other 

particula rs that ill thro r lig ht up on t he subje ct , at a s early 

a day as possible , and I . ill i e s ti g ate the matter and t ake 

appropriate a ction in re gard to too s arre . 

ery res_I:B ctfully , 

D. • isdom. 

u. ~ . I ndian Agent . 

Approved; 

J. Gee. right , 

u. S . Indian Inspe ctor . 

Union Agency - Muskogee , Oklahoma . ress book No . 2-



I 
DEP .ARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 

Washington, 
ipri l 8 , 1899. 

'J.'h President . 

ir: 

I have the honor to submit her ew ith, for execu t ive a ction, 

under the provision in Sec t ion 29 of t he c t of Congre s s ap pr oved 

lune 28, 1898 (30 St a t., 495 ). Bill No . 5 , Choctaw lation , entit ­

led "An Act regulating the introducti on of fore i gn catt le i nto tJ1e­

Choctaw Nation ." 

Said act was ap proved March 23d , 1899 , by the Principal Chief 

ot said Nation . The U. s . Indian Inspector for the Indi an Te:n:~·:t-.· 

tory in transmitting t he ~gm sta tes that by t he provi s i ons of sec -

tion one thereof "it i s ma de unl awful for any person to introduce 

into the Choctaw 1 at i on, .from any state or surrounding m. tion , any 

cattle of any kind, exc ept dur i n g the months of lJovember and De c­

ember , and then only to be kept in fe e d pens and lega l enclosures , 

and not to be turned loo s e on the pub 1 \c rangen . Sect i on 2 of 

said act provides a penal ty of 5 per he a d for each he a d of cattle 

introduced in viola tion of t h i s law, and upon failure to pay same 

Within ten days , said fine shal l be col l ected by sale of the cat ­

tle. Section 3 provides t hat sa i d sale shal l be af ter t hirty days 

notice . Section 4 provides that any non-c itizen intr oducing ca ttle 

as there in prohibited shall b e r ep or t ed by the Distri ct ttorney, 

to the u. s. Indian gent and t he n ear e s t u. s . commissioner , to 

be prosecuted under the laws of the United States. sect i on 5 pro ­

Vides that any violation of t h e pro visio ns of se c tion l shall b e 

held to be a trespass upon t he public doma in of the Choctaw ation . 

The u. s. Indian Ins:p;ec t or recommends that said act be f av­

or bly considered, and his said r e commenda tion i s concurred i n by 

cting Commissioner of Indian lffa irs. hove, therefore , t o 
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that said a ct b e appro ve d by you . 

A copy of the rep ort of t he Ac t i ng Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs, together wi th said letter o~ the U. s . 1 ndian Inspector , 

is herewith inclosed. 

Ind. Ter. Di v. 
988-1899. 
3 inclosures. 

Very respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 
Secretary . 
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Bill No . 5. 
CHOCTA N TI ON. 

---oOOo---

Alii CT 
REGtJL TING THE HJTRODUCTI ON OF FORE I GN C11.TTLE INTO 

TIE cHoc T r TI orr . 

\ 'HEREAS , The introduction of Texas cattle into the Choctaw 

Nation has been detrimental to the native cattle t hereof , by 

bringing in diseases such as Spanish fever and Black Leg , and 

VrHEREAS, i t has been a custom of cattlemen who in troduce such 

cattle to let them run at large on the public domain and to drift 

unattended, and thus drifting carry the s mall herds of o tt1e 

away from their ranges, causing great loss and inconvenien ce to 

the citizens, and to the non-citi zens wh o pay their permits , and 

HEREAS , The allotment of our l ands in severalty and the 

taking of each citi ze n of his rightful share , wh ich must of nee-

essity break up the holding of large bodies of l a nd in astures 

is under t he greement in the near and i mjned i ate future , THERE-

FORE, 

Section 1. Be it ena cted by the General Council of the Cho­

ctaw Nation Assembles , That from and af ter t he passage of this 

Act and its approval by the Princi pa l Chief , and by the President 
A 

of the United Sta tes, it shall be unbwful for any person or per -

sons to i mtroduce into the Choctaw Nat ion from any state or EUr -

roundings Nations any c a ttle of any kind except during tbe months 

of November and December , and then only to be kep t in reed- pens 

and legal enclosures, and not to be turned loose on the public 

range. 

Section 2 . Be it further en a cted, That any one quilty of a 

Violation of this law shall be indicted by the Grarid Jury and on 

conviction thereof shall be f ined in the sum of F ive Dollars ($5 . 00) 
' 
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per head for each head of cattle introduced, and the fine so im­

posed, upon failure by the defendant to pay the same within ten 

days, shall be collected by tbe sherirf by public sale of said 

cattle. 

I 

Section 3. Be 1~ further enacted, That the public sale here ­

in mentioned shall be made by the sheriff on thirty days public 

notice, said notice to be given by post ing noti ce s i n three pub ­

lic places in t he county wherein said sale is to take place , and 

sale shall be by public auction . 

Section 4. Be it further enacted , That any non-ci tizen in-

traducing cattle as herein prohibited , shall be by the District 

Attorney wherein the cattle are allowed to run at large on the 

range, reported to the u. s . Indian Agent , and also to the near­

est u. s. Commissioner within whose jurisdiction the offense is 

committed to be prosecuted under the laws of the United s tates . 

Section 5. Be it further enacted , That any violat ion of 

the provisions of Section 1 of this Act shall be held to be a 

trespass upon the Pub lic Doma in of the Choctaw Na tion and pun­

ished as such, and this Act shall take effect and be in force 

from and after t he approval herein provided . 

Passed the House Mar ch 22, 1899. 
(Signed) Joe A. Dukes, 

Speaker or tbe House of Representatives . 
Passed the Senate Mar ch 21 , 1899. 

(Signed) H. P . Ward, 
President of the Senate. 

Executive Mansion, ashington, D. c. 
April 11, 1899. Approved: 

~illiam McKinley. APPROVED: March 22 , 1899 . 
(Signed) Green Mccurtain, 
Prin . Chief of Choctaw 

Nation. 



DEPA R T MEN T O F T HE I NTER I OR 
' Wash ing ton. 

April 10, 189 9 . 

Tl» President, 

Sir; 

I h ave t he honor m submit he rewith far e xe c uti ve 

action, under t he pr ovisi. om of se cti on 29 of' tre Ac t of 

Congress approve d June 28 , 1898 , (30 Stat.,49 5 ), Bill 

No.l3, Choctaw Nation , being "An Ac t creating a Commission 

to accanpany t.t:e Dawes Commission in making a roll of 

Choctaw citizens." 

Section 1 of s a id Act authorizes the Prinicpal Chief 

of s a1 d Nation to appo int a . comrn i ssi on cons is ti ~ of three 

members to aid th e Commissi on to the. Five C i vi li zed Tribes 

in making up t he roll of Cho c taw citizens , and provides for 

the employment of a clerk f or the oo mrni ssion appo i.nt ed 

under said Act , a nd declares that it. shall be his duty to 

Dille a full record of t h;} procee di ngs and t o keep a · compl e t e 

roll of Citizens similar to t hat kept by sai d Commissi on t o 

the Five Civilized Tribes. 

Section 2 fi xes t.be s a l ary of e a ch commis si oner and the 

clerk at $1,800.00 per annum. 

Section 3 maims provision f or t be rommoning of witne s s es 

to appear in be .bali' of s a1 d Na tion b efo re t ~ Commis si on to 

tl'8 Five Civilized Tribes, a nd f :ixes t be ir c omp ensa ti on a t 

$1.50 ~r day for attendrumce and fiv e cen t s per mile f or 

each mile traveled. 

Section 4 provides fer the election of om af t he members 

) 
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ot the Indian commi ssi on as c hairman, and authorizes said 

commission to formulate ruls s arid regulati ons . 

Section 5 provides far the app oin 1me nt of a bailiff , and 

fixes his compensation at ~3.50 per .day for each day actually 

engaged in serving processes , and authorizes t.l::e commission 

to coerce, in .the same manner as County ·Judges , the atten­

dance of all Witnesses duly summoned i n behalf of said Nation . 

Section 6 declares that the term of office of said commis-

sioners and clerk shall expire when the roll of Choctaw 

Citizens shall be completed by said Commission to the Five 

C i vi liz ed Tribes , and au thori ze s the Prine ip al Chief , for 

good and sufficient cause , to remove any member o-r the 

Comm ission fr om office prior to the expiration of the term 

of office, and fill vacancies that may occur . 

Section ? appropriates the sum of' '10 , ?82 . 00 , or so much 

thereof as roo.y be mcessary , subject to the order of t~ 

Princip:il Chief, to c arry out the provisions of said Act . 

Said Act was approved by the Principal Chief on March 

24, 1899, and the Acting Chairman of th3 Commission to too 

Five Civilized Tribes, to whom said Act wa s referred by t~ 

Indian InsJector for report and recommendation , states : 

"This is a matter of gr avest i mportan ce to tre Choctaw 
people, and the commission provided for in this Act can 
render most valuable servic e in assisting the Connnission 
to the Five Civilized Tribes in taking a census of the 
Choctaw people and making rolls of Choctaw citizens , and 
I W)Uld t herefore recornroond t his Act for favorable considera­
tion." 

T~ United States Indian Insp3 ctor recommends the approval 

o:r said Act, and on the strength of the approval of the u.s . 

Indian Inspector and the Act:ing Chairman of the Commission 

) 
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to the Five Civi lized Tribes ,, the Acting Commissioner of 

Indian Aff airs concurs in their said reconnnendati ons . l have , 

therefor e, to r ecolllii'.end that said Act be approved . 

A copy of the report o f the Acting Commissioner , together 

With t he letter from the u . s . Indian Inspector , and copy 

of t he le tter of' the Acting Chairman , is enclosed herewi th. 

Ind.. Ter. Di v . 
994-189 9 . 

4 enclosures . 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No . l30 Re cei ved Apr . 24 , 1899 Off ice 
of u. s .In d ian Inspector far Indian Terri tory. ash i ng ton , 
April 18 , ~899 . Secretary.----Returns Choctaw Act creating 
a Commission to Act wi t h Dawes Commission approved .----

I 



Mr. J. Geo. Vr i ght , 
U.S .Indian I nspe ctor, 

Mus kogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir: 

McAlester , I . T., 
April 10 ,18 99 . 

) 

Your l e tter of t h e 7th ins t ant , r el ati ng to t he le.ases of 

the Caddo Aspha lt Mining Company , is re ceived . In r epl y , wi ll say 

t~ J..e;a ses have been made out and were rea dy to be forwa r ded to 

you, b ut your notice o f t he conte s t of the Chi ckasaw Asphalt 

Company with M. & A. Schne i der ' s leases ~as received , and we 

l a id them as ide and Will make a f ur ther examination of all the 

properties . Ve vi si ted these lands in perso n and called up the 

citizens ~ho live near t hese leases and questioned them and we 

never heard of the Chi ckasaw A~halt Company' s cl ai m. It now 

deve lops that they not only had a cla i m, but works on lands 

le a se d to M. & A. Schneider . This being the case , we think it 

best to look over t h e Caddo A~halt Company ' s l ands again , as Mr . 

Schneider a s acti ng for all t hese parties and assured us that 

there was no conflict of any ki nd . 

Your s t ruly , 

N. B. Ainswor t h 
Trus tee . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 64l eceived Apr . ll , l 89 9 Office of u.s . 
Indian Insp ector f or Indian Ter r i tory . MoAlester , I . T., April 1e , 
1899 . Ainsworth & Burri s , Trustees .----11/ill l ook over Ja nd a gain 
before sendi ng Je ase s of Caddo Asphalt) Co.----



DEPART ME NT OF T HE I NT 
!lashing ton. 

R I 0 R , 

Apri 1 10, 18 99. 

The Presid(3n t, 

Sir; 

I have the honor to su bni t .00 re With for e xe cut i ve 

action, under the provisiom i n s ecti on 29 o f too Act of 

Congress approved June 28 , 18 98 , { 30 Stat. ,495 ), Bill No.9 

of t~ Choctaw Nation, being , "An Act to authori ze the Prin­

cipal Chief to employ an At torney f ar too Nat i on in citizen­

ship cases, and naking an appropriat i on t herefore , and f or 

ot.he r purposes." 

Said Act was approved by t he Pr incipal Chief of the 

Choctaw Nation on March 23 , 18 99. 

The first section of said Act author izes the Principa l 

Chief to employ James M. Shackelf ar d as attorney and counse­

lor of the Choctaw Nation in cit i zenshi p cases for the 

term of one year, b eg inning November 23 , 1898 , at a salary 

of $5,000.00 for the year; tbe s ai d Shack elford to pay 

out of said saJLary al.l his persoml e xpenses , and a l l 

necessary aid and help in the prose cu t ion o f the work f o r 

which he is employed. 

Section 2 of said Act appropriates t he sum of 5,ooo.oo 

to pay the salary of s a1 d Shackelford, an d dir e cts the 

AUditor to is sue warrants at the end of e a c h q uar ter f or 

the S8JI18 • 

The Inspector transmits a copy of' a letter f ro m t he Act i ng 

Chairman of the Commission to the F ive Civilized Tribes, in 

128 
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which he states : "This is a mat t er or importance to the 

Choctaw ~ ople, and it ouJd appear that tley should have 

authority t o .employ counsel to look after such business . " 

The Indian I ns :re c tor states that he is not sufficiently 

acquainted " wi th the subject of citizenship c ases to r eport 

as to t he advi sab i lity or necessity for the employment of 

such an at torney, nor a s to whether tm sum of $5 , 000 . would 

be reasona ble andi just . " 
I 

The Ac ting Commissiornr of Indian Affairs , i n forwarding 

said Act, s tates : ".Amorg other ihirgs that Mr . Sha ckelford 

will b e r equired to cb is to pay for al l necessary ai d or 

help i n t~ prosecution of h is work, out at' the salary 

provided. The services to be rende red are important arxl 

m cessary * * " ani be reco!I11m nds that said Act be approve d. 

Said re commendation of t he Acting Commi s sioner is con­

curred i n , and I have , therefore , to recommend that said 

Act be approved . 

Ind.Ter . Di v. 
972-1899 

4 enc1 os u r es . 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hit chco ck . 

Secretary. 

) 



Union Agen cy, 

Musc o.gee , I . T., 

April 11th , 1899 . 

Mr. Frank Moore, 

McAlester, I . T. 

l)ear Sir :-

Yours recei ved in which you state that you are Spe cia l 

Deputy Sheriff of Tobuck sy Co ., Choc taw Nation , and t hat you 

J 

have considerable trouble in enforci:qg the lam . You also state 

t.ba.t you .have, quite a lot of trouble with :r;eddlars of all k i nds , 

who refuse to pay ~rmit s . ¥ ou are inf orme d that Ivir . Alf' . Me-

Cay, U. S . Indian Police , is loc ated at McAlester , where you 

live, and you are authorized to ask him to co- operate with you 

in collecting permits off of said peddlars , and upon his report 

of the refusal to pay by such peddlars, I wi ll endeav:or t o take 

appropriate a ction in t m matter . 

As to otmr intruders , you should make out a list of them and 

report them to t he Principal Chief of the Choc taw Nati on , and upon 

his demand for their re moval I will also take the proper action 

as the facta may warrant . You are authorized to say to non- citi-

zens residing in the Choct aw Nation, t hat they should pay their 

permits according to Choc taw Law to the proper officers of the 

Choctaw Nation authorized to collect sane , and if t hey do no t 

pay such permits, they w i 11 be enrolled as i nt ruder s by this 

agency and will be trea te d as such . 

Approved; Very re spe ct f ully, 
J. Geo. · right D. M. ~ .. isdom. 

u. s . Indian Inspector. u. s . Indian Agent. 
(Endorsed) Union Agen cy,Muskogee ,Okla . Press book no .2-letter 54 . 
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Mr. J. Geo . /ri ght, 

U.S .Ind!ian Inspector , 

Muskogee ,. I . T . 

Dear Sir : 

McAlester , I . T.,.April 11 , 18 99 . 

I have yours of the lOth i nstant , en closi ng the opin ion of 

t~ Department on tbe question of le asi ng minerals otber than 

coal and asphal~ . 

I take i t for grant e d that t h is decision is final a nd 

binding ; and , whi le I an still of the opinion that the decision 

is clearly erroneous and am sorry I did n ot get to present my 

Views on t he questi on ,, I shall a ccept it i n good faith and act 

accordingly. 

In regard to royalty on the se other minerals ; I will 

say that I think ten (10} cents a car on ballast would be about 

right . As t .o the other minerals , I will g ive you my ide a on 

them at some fu ture t i me. 

Yours truly , 

N. B . Ains worth 

Trustee . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .662 Received Apr . l2 . 1899o0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . cAlester PI. T., Apr il 11 , 
l899.N. B. Ainsworth , Trus t ee.---- ill accept decision concerning 
leasing of other than coal or asphalt. Reports on royalty for 
ballast.----
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AT 0 K A B P T I S T D E M Y. 

toka , I . T. pril 12, 1899 . 

Hon. J. Ge o. '.' ri ght , 

U. S. I ndi an Inspector . 

Dear Sir: 

I have written to ~· r . Bene dict ask ing i f he can not soon 

visit our school and de ter mi ne by persona l insp ection whe the r 

the Departme nt o f the Interior can recommend a continuance of the 

contr ac t no w e xi s ting . You prob abl y remember tha t a t t he Called 

Council of the Choctaws an a ct was passed g ivi ng the Board of Ed­

uc a tion the rivelege of renewing the contract . de are willing 

to continue the good work , but wish to avoid all misunderstandings 

and del a ys . ur tea chers have a ri ght to know soon if they will 

be needed here another y ear . .,{hatever you and ;Jr . Benedict can 

do t o help u s to understand what to depend upon will be gr ea tly 

appreci ate d . , e wish t o know i f t he. Depart ment is willing to 

honor cont rac ts that ma y be made in a ccordan ce v~ i th \Bhe a cts of 

the Choctaw Counc i l. 

~ e shall also be delighted wi t h the tirst assurance of 

cash on t he warran t sent you some t ime ago . .:. lso on Ne i ghbor­

hodd school warrants . 

l e have been so pressed for means t ha t I wrote to the 

bank in Paris, Texas, t o know if m~re money can be obtained on 

the warrant pl aced wi th them last ye ar . The re ply is o : They 

see 
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also state that the warrant can not now be sold f or more than 

80¢ on the dollar. This seems hard when i t is known that the 

money has been appropriated to pay al l of the out s t anding war ­

rants, and also thc: t money belongine: to the Choctaws has been 

collected with which to pay t he schoo l warrants of this year . 

Respectf ully , 

E. • Ris hel . 

(Endorsed) Union gency 688 Received of E. H. Rishel . · pri l 

13, 1899. ff ice o f U •• Indian Ins pec tor for Indian Territory . 

Atoka, I.T., April 12, 18 9 . el a tive to renewal of his contract 

and pay of warrants . 

I 



C H 0 C T A I , 0 K L H 0 J & GUL :B' 

MINI TG D P RTJI, NT 
Off ice of .. uper i nteni ent of Hine~ . 

Edwin Ludlow , 
Sup ' t of· 1v ines . 

R. R . C 0 • 

Francis F . Gowen 
President . 

H R T H R N E, I N D. T E R. 

pril 12 , 1899 . 

J . Geo . ~right , U. S . Indi an I nspector , 

Buskogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir : 

The strike situation a t th is pl a ce is ar riving at t h e 

crucial sta ge when the strikers s ee that they are de f ea t ed and 

having e xpe nded t heir money and cred i t are l iab le t o ge t hun­

gry . They at t ribute their defe a t t o the negro mine r s and a re 

extremely b it ter , an d at t heir mee ting it wa s openl y tal ked 

that the only thing le f t for t hem t o do was to start a racewar , 

and I know that there are some characters amongst the str i k ers 

who are sufficiently desp era te me n to car r y ou t any programe of 

that kind tha t may be laid out for t hem . I t may come t hrough 

a deliberately planed (Sic) at tack t o make a raid t hrough the 

dark y quarters some night or wha t is much more liab l e , i t may 

start from a perso nal a lter ca tion between a white an~ a negro . 

The situation is in my opini on rat r er critical and I woul d like 

to have your advice as to the best thad of controlli ng it . 

The l a tter part of l ast month your Indian Police all 

went home aa they had business wh ich they said they had to a t ­

tend to on the first of pril . Everyt hing was so qu iet a t t hat 

time that I told them they need not come back until I wired for 

) 
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them. Yesterday I telegraphed to both Plummer and ·vJ ard and asked 

them to return here today , but have not heard f rom them . I do 

not like to increase t he number of guards around the mines too 

much as that would certainly scar up the dark ies and cause them 

to arm themselves , whi ch would be the worst t h ing pos s ible under 

the circumst sn ces . I have given strict orders to the deputy 

marshals not to allow any liquor in the camp of any k ind and to 

arrest any one that they c a tch carrying arms , whe ther they are 

white or black . 

If t here was any possible way by which a troop of regular 

soldiers could be stationed in this field until this trouble was 

over it would prevent any possibility of any riot or race war , as 

their very presence would preserve peace and be a str ict notice 

to both sides t hat they must each attend to their own business . 

I would be very much obliged if you would have Plummer 

and ard come back here , as they know this town and the people 

and could do more than any strangers , and I would be very glad 

to have the benefit of your advice in handling this situation , 

so that there will be no break of the peace of this place . 

Yours respe ctfully , 

Edw in Ludlow . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 68? Re cei ved pr i l 13 , 1899 . Offi ce 
of U.s. Indian Inspector f or Indian Territory . Hartshorne , I . T., 
April 12, 1899. ~dwin Ludlow , e>upt . Mines . Rel ative to con dit i on 
o~ strike of mine rs. 

I 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER I OR. 
Washington. 

April 12, 1899. 

J. George 1vright, 

Sir: 

U. s. Indian I ns pector 
for t he Indian Terr itory, 

Muscogee, I ndian Terr itor y. 

The Departmen t is in recei pt o f your communica tion ~· 

the 18th ultimo in re spons e to . t elegr am sent to you on the 

1 ?th ultimo, as follows: 

"A copy of notice to Jame s Bo s t on seventh inst ant , 
signed by Wisdom approve d by you , has been "Vi iled 
here. Make full repor t i n writing concerning the 
matter, and suspend a c t i on on noti ce until furthe r 
advised." 

In your said communic ation you enclose a report of Ind­

ian Agent isdom, dated t he 17t h ultimo , concerning the notic e 

to Mr. Boston referr ed to in said t e l egram, together with all 

other communications in connection wi th said matter , arked 

exhibits " " to "P" inclusive. You s t at e that in said report 

of Agent Wisdom he c alls at t ention to t he noti ce iilo Mr . Boston , 

directing him to ce ase the agit a tion among the mi ners , as had 

been reported, and i f h e de s ired t o remain i n the Indian Ter ­

ri tory "to procure a permit from t he proper aut horities, to be 

approved by him, and if such permit coul d not be procured, he 

would be expelled therefrom"; that in making t h is demand upon 

Mr. Boston the Agent pursued precisely t he same co urse whi ch 

was followed by him in charge of t h e Union Agency in t he s t rike 

or 1894. Reference is also made to the copy of gent isdom's 

letter dated March 7, to the Ca ptain of t he I ndian Police, ad­

vising him that it was reported that Mr. Boston, a non-citi zen, 

had appeared in the coal mining region inducing men t o strike, 

I 
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and directing said Ellis t o notify said Boston that if he 

remained in the Territory he must procure a permi t from tba 

Chief of the Cho ctaw Nation , to be approved by the Agency; 

otherwise, he would be expelled therefrom. 

A further reference is made to t he several requests of 

parties for suspension of the order to said Boston. You call 

attention to the provisi ons of section 2 of the laws of the 

Choctaw Nation of 1894 , page 239 , which prescr ibes the proce­

dure for obtaining per mit s to transact business in the Choctaw 

Nation by non-citizens desiring to reside therein, and state 

that in the various rulings of the Department it has been held 

that under t he provisions of the agreement set out in section 

29 of the ct of Congress approved June 28 , 1899, (30 Stat ., 495) , 

the tribal governments of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation s are 

continued for eight years , except as specially modified in s aid 

agreement, and that said Nat i ona had the right to require per­

mits from non-citi zens desirin g to do business or remain in the 

Indian Territory: 

"and that those refusing to pay such permit tax were sub ­
ject to removal f rom such nat i on under the provisions of 
section 2149 R. s. " 

You also state that the noti ce to Mr. Bcs ton did not expre-

ssly order his remov al, but advised him of the requirement to 

procure a permit, 

"and was issued for the purpose of g1v1ng him due not­
ice of the po sition he occupied in the Territory . The 
further object of requiring the per mi t to be approved 
here was tQ ascertain that such pe r mi t had been proper­
ly issued." 

Attention is also called by you to t he letter of t he U. s . 

Indian Agent to Mr . Guerrier (exhibit F), advising him to ap­

ply to the United States courts for proper action relative to 

J 
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the interference with the operat i on of the mines by miners 

under the provision of said agreement in s aid section 29. 

You further report that no action has been taken by tre 

Indian Agent in reference to the difficulty between c.Clal. op­

erators and t he miners , 

nrurther than to station several Indian Policemen 
in the vicinity of the mines for the purpose of per­
serving order and reporting any overt acts by any 
pe r son." 

You also state that it h as been the desire and intention 

of your off ice 

"not to interfere in any manner in the present controver­
sy between coal oper ators and miners further than as require d 
strictly by law, and re quir i ng outsiders in sympathy with par­
ties interested, but not directly connected with the ~ouble , 
to also compl y with the recognized laws in procuring permi ts 
to cove r their residence in the nation . ***** No further action 
concerning the notice to Mr . Boston will be taken until further 
advised ." 

The Acting Commissioner , in forwarding your said re port , 

invites t he attention of the Department to section 2147 of the 

Revised Statutes, 

"~hich is in effect , that the Superintendent of Indian 
Affairs and the Indian Agen t s and Special Ag-ents shall have au­
thority to remove from the Indian Country all person s found 
therein contrary to law , and that the President shall have au­
thority to direct that the military force of the United States 
be employed in such removal." 

He further calls attention to the opinion of t he Honorab le 

Attorney General, dated July 19, 1894, {18 Opinions Attorney 

General, 34) , in whi ch he 

"advised this Department that in the absence of tr~aty or 
st atutory provision to the contrary , the Choctaw and Chlckas aw 
Nations have t he power to regulate. their own rights of occup­
ancy, and to say who shall participate therein , ~nd ~pon what 
conditions and hence may require permits to res1de 1n the na­
tions from'citizens of the United St ates , and levy a pe cuni ary 
exaction therefor." 

He further states: 

"No Act of congress ha s passed or agreement vt. th those 

I 
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nations been : e ached sinc e this op1n1on wh~ch operates to de­
prive the nat1o ns of the right to regul a te this occupancy or 
to prescribe r ul es upon wh ich persons not members of the ' trihe 
can enjoy pr i vileges within t he natio~ . " ' 

It is furth er stated by the cting Commissioner that 

"it appe ars that this man Boston is within the Choctaw 
Nation without a permi t f r om the na t t on therefor a nd is there 
contrary to l aw o Thi s be ing s o, the Indian ·gent has the autho ­
r~ ty to remove h i m t be r efrom. n 

The Acti ng Comra.iss i oner dis claims any intenti. on 

"to so use the power of the United States as to oppress 
any honest l abor employe d in mining operations in the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Na ti ons , " 

and he recommends that you be advised , 

"that it is not the intention of the Department to inter­
fere wit h t he right of any person to quit the emp l oy o~ any 
other person engaged i n mining oper a tions in the Choctaw Nation , 
but that the powe r o f the government must be used to prevent 
any act o f l awlessnes s which would be detrimental to the peace 
and welf are of the Ind i ans . " 

The rel ation of the Indian Tr ibes to the United States 
goveriUIEnt has b e en elaborately considered and connlusively set ­
tled by t he de c isions of the courts and of this Department . The 
Supreme Court, in the case of the Cherokee Tation vs . the State 
o f Georg ia, ( 5 Pe ters , page 1) , speaking through Chief Justice 
Marshall, sa id: 

"They, ( the Indians} , may more corr ectly perhaps be de­
nominated "Domesti c Dependen t JSet ions . " They occupy a territory 
to which we assert a titl e independent of the i r will , which mus~ 
take effect in po i nt of poss ession when their right of possess ­
ion ce ases; me awhile they are in a sta te of pupilage . Their 
relation to t he United Sta tes resembles tha t of a wa rd to hi s 
quardi an. The y look to our government for protect ion; r ely upon 
its kin dness and its power ; appeal to it for r elief to their 
wants, and address t he Pr es i dent as their "Gre a t Father . " They 
and their count r y are considered by foreign nations , as well as 
by ourselves, as bei ng so completely under the sovereigi?-tJ: am .. 
dominion of the United St at e s, t ha t any attempt to a cqu1re tha ]X 
lands, or to form a po l i t ic al union wi th then , would be consider­
ed by all as an i nv asion of our terr i t o ry and an act of hostility . 

The same view i s expressed by t he Supreme Court in the case 

of Worcester vs. the St a te of Georgia , ( 6 Peters , 515) , where the 

relation of the Cherokee Na t ion to the St at e of Georgia and the 

United States wa s aga in el abor a t ely consi dered . This l ast case 

was cited by Mr. J ustt ce Miller i n de1ivering the opinion of the 

) 
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Supreme Co L1rt in the case of United St ates vs . T agama , 

{118 U. s., 375), in whi ch he said: 

"These tribes are t he wards of the na tion . The y are com­
mun~ties.dependent on t he United States . Dependent largely fo r 
the1r dally ~ood. Dependent for their politi cal rights . They 
owe no alleg1ance to the States, and receive from them no pro­
tection. Because of the loc al ill feeling , the people of the 
States where they are found are of ten their de adlies t enemies . 
From their very weaknes s and helplessness , so largely due to 
the course of dealin g of the federal gove r nment with them and 
the trea ties in which it has beelili prmm.ised, there arises the 
duty of protection and with it the power . This has always been 
recognized by the "xe cutive and by Congress , and by this Crur t, 
whenever the question has arisen. **** The power of the genera l 
government over these remnants of a race once powerful , now 
weak and diminished in numbers , is necessary to their prote c­
tion, as we ll as to the safety of those among whom they dwell . 
It must exist in that government , because it never has existed 
anywhere else, bec ause the theater of its exercise is with in 
the geographical limits of the United States , because it has 
never been denied, and because it alone can enforce its laws 
on all the tribes." 

Moreover, by section 8 of arti cle 1 of the Constitut ion 

of the United States , Congress is given t h e power (inter alia) , 

"To regul ate commerce with foreign nations , and among the 

several States , and with the Indian Tribes . n (Underscore mine . ) 

-Under said clause Congress has passed laws from time to 

time ror the government of the Indian country . (Se e sect ions 

2127 to 2157, Revise d Statutes) . 

By section 441 of the Revised Statutes , the Secretary of 

the Interior is charged with the supervision of pub lic business 

"relating to the Indians." Section 46 3 (idem) provides that , 

"The commissioner of Iddian ffairs shall , under the dir­
ection of the Secretary of t he Interior , and agreeably to such 
regulations as the President may prescribe , have the manage­
ment of all Indian affairs, and of all ma tters arising out of 
Indian relations." 

Section 465 (idem) declares: 

"The President rrB y prescribe such regula t:iL o ns as he may 
think fit for carrying into effect the vario us provisions of 
any act relating to Indian ffairs, and have the settlement 
of the accounts of Indian Affairs." 

In the case of Wilcox vs. Jackson, (13 Peters, 498-513 , 
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decided in 1839), the Supreme Court declares: 

"The Pr ·esident speaks and acts through t he heads o f the 
several Departments in rel a t i on to subje,c t s which apperta i n 
to their respec t i ve duties . Both military posts and In dian 
affairs, including Agencies , belong to the War Depa rtmen t . 
Hence, ·we consider the act of the War Depar tment in r equir­
ing this rese rvati on to be made , as being in legal contempla­
tion the act of the Pre s ident ; and, second, that the reserva­
tion thus made was , in legal effect , a reservation. made by 
order of the President , w 1 thin the terms of t he Act of' Con­
gress." 

Section 2147 of the R~vised St atutes decl ares t ha t , 

"The Superintendent of Indian ffairs , and t he I nd ian 
Agents and Sub-Agent s , shall ha ve a t hority to r emove from 
the Indian country al l persons found t herein contrary t o 1a w; 
and the President is au thor i z~d to d irect the military f or ce t o 
be employed i n su ch removal , " 

and section 2149 ( idem ) re ads : 

"~he Commi ssioner of I ndi an ffa i r s is authorized and 
required w.ith the approval o f t h e Se cr e t ary of t he Interior , 
t o remo ve from any tribal r eservation any person be ing there -
in without authority of l aw , or who se pr esence with i n the lim­
its of t he re serv ation may , in t h e judgement of t he Commi ssioner , 
be detrimental to the pe a ce and wel f are of t he Indi ans ; and may 
employ for t he purpose such force as ma y be necessary to enable­
the J gent t o effe ct the removal of such p erson . " 

On October 19 , 1889 , the Assistan t Attor ney General fo r t he 

Interior Department r endered an opinion , in whi ch the ques tion 

of remov al of persons under the provisions of ~ w above quoted 

was cohsidered, and in whi ch it is sta ted : 

"Whether a person is i n an Indi an country "Without author ­
ity" of la w, or whe ther hi s "presence within t he limits of t he 
reservation " is "detrimental to the peace and welf are of t he 
Indians " m~t be dete rmined primarily by the enlighte ned judge­
ment of

1
the Commissioner of I ndian f fairs . But , i f so found , 

With the approval o f t he Secretary of the Interior , t he of f end ­
ing person or perso ns may be su1nma rily removed from any tri bal 
reservation." 

This opinion was approved by the Depa rtmen t , a nd s ubsequent ­

ly cited in a letter to the Chairman of th e Cherokee Nation , d ,-; ted 

April 26 , 1892. 

From t he fore going i t woul d appear that t he proper proce dure 

relative to t he r emo val of persons under said section 2149 is fo r 

I 
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the Agent or Indian Inspector to make a report of the facts 

and circumstances to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs for 
' 

his determination "primarily, n and if he shall determine that 

the persons complained of are subject to removal , he should r 

report the matter to the Secretary of the Interior for his ap­

proval. Similar action was directed by the Department on Dec­

ember 6th last in the case of the application of Isaac o. Lewis , 

Judge of the District Court_ of the Chickasaw Nation, re questL. 

ing the enforcement of the attendance of non-citize ns upon the 

tribal courts who declined to testify in criminal cases pending 

therein. In said Departmental letter a reference was ~de to 

said opinion of the ~-Assistant Attorney General ror the Inter-

ior Department. 

The position of the Depar tment is corr ectly stated , that 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations have the right to require 

permits to be t aken out in accordance wit h their tribal laws 

by non-citizens of said Nations, who desire to carry on business 

or remain therein. The validity of said laws: has been sustained , 

not only in the opinion refer r ed to by the cting Commiss ioner , 

but also prior thereto, by .Attorney General McVei gh in an op­

inion rendered June 25, 1881, {17 Opinions, Page· 134) . 

The Department is not charged with the duty of approving 

or disapproving the permits issued by the tribal authorities 

of said Nation . The only duty relat ive thereto incumbent upon 

the gove~nment is to enforce the provisions of law above refer­

red to, when complaint is made by the tribal authorities relat­

ive to the status of persons claimed to be in said Territory 

contrary to the provisions of the tribal la ws o 

TheDepartment concurs in the recommenda tion of the Commiss­

ioner that 

I I 
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"It is not the intention of the Dep ar t ment to interfere 
with the right of any person to quit the e mploy of any other 
person engaged in mining operat ions in the Choctaw Nation , but 
thaj the power or the gove r nment mus t be used to prevent any act 
of' lawlessness which would be detriment al to the peace and wel ­
fare of the Indians." 

Such action, either b y the Executive Dep art ment , or by resort 

to the courts, wi 11 be taken as IIB y be considered pro per in any 

given case. 

From an examination of the papers before me , there does 

not seem to be any good reason why M~. Boston should no t obey 

the requirement of the tjibal authorities and t ake out a per-

mit if he desires to remain in the Territory , and you will ac -

cordingly notify the Princi pal Chief of the Choctaw at ion tbat 

in case Mr . Boston refuses to take out a permit in accordance 

with the laws of said Nation , if he desires to rema in or tran­

sact business therein, upon information t hereof given to you by 

the Principal Chief , ac tion will be taken by the Executive De­

partment in accordance with the views above expressed . 

A copy of the report of the Commissioner is enclosed here -

with. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
933-1899 

1 enclosure. 

Through the 

Commissioner of Indian ffairs o 

s ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 108 , received pr . 18 , 1899 . Off ice 
of U. s. Ind. Inspector for I . T. lashington , pri1 12 , 1899 . 
Se cretary . James Bcs ton must procure permit. 
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Union Agenc y , 

Mus cogee , I . T., 

April 13, 1899 . 

Mr. J. D. ard, 

U •• I. P ., 

Coa l gate , I . T . 

Dear Si r :-

You are hereby directe d to proceed a t once to Hartshorne 

and pr eserve the peace between miners and do according to 

ins t r u ct i ons be re to fore is sued to you . You will be exceeding-

ly conse rva tive in whatever you do and it will be your duty 

to a r r est me n vvho are int roduc ing liquor and carrying arms , and 

you will cooperate at all ti mes with the u. s . a rshal, so as 

to pre vent any co l lis ion ·between miners who are at work a nd those 

who are n ot at work . 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. · isdom , 

u. s . Indi an Agent. 

Approved; 

J. Geo. 1ri gh t, 

U. S . Ind i an I nsp ec tor. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency - Mus kogee,Ok l ahoma Pr e ss book no. 2-­
letter 101. 
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Union Agen cy , 

Musc ogee , I . T., 

Apr il 13)th , 1899 . 

Mr. C. · • Pl ummer, 

U. S . I. P ., 

·~apanucka , I . T . 

Dear Sir:-

You a re he r eby directed to proceed at once to Hartshorne 

and pr e serve t he pe a ce b e tween miners and do a ccording to 

instructions here t ofore i ssued to you . You will be exceedingly 

conservative in wh atever you do and it will be your duty to arrest 

men who are i ntrodu cing liquor and c arrying anns , and you will 

cooterate at all time s with the u. s . Marshal , so a s to prevent 

any collision betwe en miners who are at work and those who are 

not at w ark. • 

Very respe c tfully , 

D. M. ·visdom , 

u. s . Indi an Agent. 

Approved: 

J. Geo. "fri gh t, 

u. s . I ndi an Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agenqr - Muskogee,Okl ahoma o Press book no. 2-­
letter 102. 



DEP.ARTMENT OF lliE INTERIOR . 
Wa shington. 

J. George Wright , 

Sir: 

u. s. Indian Inspector 
for the Indian Territory , 

Mus cogee , Ind i an Terr i tory . 

Apr il 14 , 1899 . 

On the 8 th instant the Department submitted t o th e Preside nt 

for execut ive a ction under the provision of section 29 of t he ! ct 

of Congress a ppr oved June 28 , 1898 , (30 St a t ., 495) , Bill r o • . 14 

of the Choctaw Nation , entitled : "An Act r elating to t h e Or phan 

Academy at Atoka , Indian Terri t ory , " appr ove d by the principal 

chief of said Nat ion arch 25 , 1899 . 

In rorwarding said act you recommended the appr ova l of sec ­

tion 1 thereof, but suggested th a t "If , the r e f ore , it i s t he pur ­

pose of the Government to take entire cont rol of t h eir schools , 

it would ap p ear to c ause co nfus i on in the man agement of t h e sane 

if the Board of Edu cat ion of the Choctaw Nat.iion is to make oon-

tracts of this character in the future , n and the Acting Commiss ­

ioner of Indian Aff airs in forwarding s a id act a nd your s a id let -

ter, states: 

I 7 

"The (Indian) office does not see any necessity f or t:te leg ­
islation contained in this a c t . Tha Choctaw and Chickas~ agree~ nt 
gives the Secretary of t he In t erior di s cretion a s to wh a t SllillS of 
money shail be used f or educs tional purposes in t he Choctaw a ndl 
Chickasaw na tions. Of course the Department will use its eff orts 
first to pay any pr oper and legitima te obligation assumed in con­
nection with the school prior to the passage of t h e ct of June 28 , 
1898." 

and he recommended the disapprova l of said ct. The Department 

concur~ed in said reco~ndation, and on the 11th instant the 

Pres ident disapproved said act. 

It is not intended by this action to cause said orphan acad­

emy at Atoka , Indian Territory , for which said act made an app-
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ropriation, to b e discont inue d , but s i nce the Depar t ment has de ­

cided that t h e r egu l at i ons concerning educ a t i on i n the Indian Ter­

ri tory issued on ] ar ch 4 , 1899 , are applicable to the Choct aw 

Nation, it i s desirable that t he f u ture contracts relative to the 

schools in said a t ion shall be made as provided i n said rules and 

regulations. 

Inasmuch as the said a c t may he considered as expressing the 

desire of said Nation t hat said school shall be continued urrle r 

its present manage1re n t , the Superintendent of Schools for the Ind -

ian Territory s h oul d be directed , if practicable , to investigate 

said school an d make r eport thereon , i n order that action may be 

duly taken with r eferenc e to i ts management in the future . 

You wil_l accordingl y advise the pr i ncipal chief of the views 

herein expressed, and also i nstruct t he Superintendent of Schools 

for the Indian Terr i tor y to make a report upon said school as soon 

as practicable . 

A copy of said ac t and said depar t mental letter , together 

with a copy of the report of the Acti ng Commissioner , are enclcsed 

herewith for appr o pJTiat e a ction by you. 

Ind. Ter . Div. 
985- 99 
3 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hi tchcock . 

s ecretary . 

Through the Commissioner of Indian ffa irs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy # 122 , received Apr . 20 , _1899 , Office of 
u.s. Ind. Inspector, f or I . T. ~ ash ington , pr1l 1•, 1 899 . 
lecretary. Returns Choctaw ct rel at i ng t o a toka Orphan cademy , 

disapproved. 

J/ 



DEP TMENr OF THE INT:h!R IOR . 
a s h i ngton. 

Apr il 14 , 1899 . 

J. George right, 

Sir: 

u. s. I n d i an Inspe c tor 
for t he Ind i a n Terr i tor y , 

Muscogee , Indi an Ter r i t ory. 

Enclosed he r ewi th you wil l find an a ct of the Cho ctaw a t:n.on 

entitled: " An Act to reimburse S . J . Homer . " 

Said ct was submitt ed to the Preside nt for executive action 

on the 8 t h i n s t a nt , and was approved by hi. : on the l l th instant . 

You will for ward the same to the Executive Secret ary of the Chocta 

Na tion. 

You will f i nd en c losed herewith said departmental l etter , to-

) '1 i 

gether with a co py o f the report o f the Ac ting e ommissi oner there on . 

Respec t fu lly , 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
986-99. 
3 enclosures. 
Through the Commi ssi oner of Indian ff a irs . 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

s ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc y # 117, received pr . 20 , 1899 . off ice of 

u. s. Indi a n I nspector. for I . T. /ashi ngton . pr . 14, 189 9 . 

Secretary. Returns Choc taw c t to reimburse s . J . Homer , approved . 



M. J . SMITH , Manager . J Jv:, -:~s · LIOTT , e c . and Treas . 

Hon . D. :f\. • is dom 

ILBURIO N COAL CO NY 
Miner s and hippers o~ Coal 

Vil burto n , Ind . Ter ., 
April 14 , 1899 

U. s . Ir:d ian Agen t 
Mus c ~ e e , I • T . 

Dear Sir:-

. e be g to r eport the out p ut of our mines for the month of 

Barch 1899 as follows , 

2626 tons o:r lump co a l at 10 cts :r;:e r ton ~r262 . 60 

1de a lso enclose our check far the amount of ro yalty due the 

Ind ia n Nation , 

Central Di s t. 
Ind T 

_,,, 
• er .-- .:::> 

Ki ndly a cknowl edge r e ceipt and ob lige , 

Your s very Tru ly 

f . C . & ] . • co , 

Pe r N . J . Smit h , 11 ian ager , 

J7 

Be it known that on t h is day c ame before me a Not ary Publi c , 
with in and for the Central i st . , Duly commissione d and a cting , 
M. J . Smith Mgr . ~ ilb ur ton C. v" . c o . to rre rell kno-v,n and stated 
t ha t tre foreg-Jing was correct to the bes t of h is kno rrledge . 
I n witnes s wh ereof , I mre to f i x my hand and seal t h i s 14th day 
of' April 1899 . 

· . B. amilt.on . · 
"J . P . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .72 Re ceived Apr . 24 ,1899 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent , Mus cogee , Ind . Ter. Sworn statemen t a ce ampanying 
remittan ce of ' iilbur to n Co a l Company iilburton , I . T . for month of 
March 1899 cmount (:' 262 . 60----



Edwin Ludlow , 
Supt . of l' .. Iines . 

Mining ep artmen "t . 

Office of Superintendent of Mi nes . 

Hartshorne , Ind . Ter . 

Francis F . Gowen , 
Pre s ide nt . 

)7 

__ A_p-..;r;...J.;;;.;. 1;;.....:;1;;;..4;;.~,~-..· -=1:;.;;:8...::..9...::..9 ______ __;18 9 __ _ 

J. Geo fri ght, U. S . I ndian I nspe c tor ,. 

Musk ogee , I . T . 

Dear Sir : 

I arrive d here yesterday mo r ning and have made an investiga-

tion of tm strike s i tuation a t t h is place . I ha ve been talki ng 

with a number of union men and they say they expe ct trouble at 

this place almost any time . There was one union man made t he 

expreasion in my pr esen ce and a l so in anot he r ma n ' s prese nc e that 

was VIi th me , t bat he v-ould lose his ovm bl ood rather than l os e 

this ftrike, and t hey al s o cla i m t hat if they can f righten the 

negroes away from this camp t ha t have been i mported by the 

Company their cause would be v..o n . In my op i n ion I t h ink t hat 

the case is a critical one and should be watched with extreme 

care. I.f t.he stri kers should a ttempt to use vi ole nce or to stop 

t he men that are now wo r k i ng h ere wha t shal l I do in t.be matter . 

I expect to remain here un~il t here is a change for t he 

better in th3 situation and I hope you Will instru ct me fully 

in regard to it. 

Yours respe ctf ully , 
c •• Plummer . · 

Indian Police . 
(Endorsed) Union Agency No .711 Re ceived Apr . l5 , 1899 Office of u.s . 
Ind.Inspector for I.T. Hartshorne , I . T.,April 14 , 1899 . C •• Plummer , 
U.S.Indian Police .----Reports conditions at s ce ne of s tri ke .----
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DEP R'IMENT li' J1JSTICE . 
F . S . Genung , u.s. Marshal. 

J. P .Grady Chi ef ffice De p . 

U NIT ED ~T T 
Cent ral District , 

Hon. J. Geo. iri ght , 

u. s. Indian Inspector 

s R S H L ' S 0 F F I C E, 
Indi an Territory . 

~ UTH C ESTE • April 14th 1899 . 

for Ind i an Territory , 

us co gee , I . T. 

Sir:-

Your favor of 13th inst ., rela t ive to strike conditi ons 

in this Di st ., to hand . Rep l yi ng to same I beg to say that , a t 

the beg i nn i ng of t he strike trouble in t his Di st . I made a pp l i ca­

tion to t he ttorney General for authority to appoint as any as 

fifty s pecia l deputies of t he necessity demanded it , and the 

authori ty a sked for was grant ed . Up to this time I have not found 

it ne cessary to appoint but t ~ elve spe ci al deput ies , le avi ng me a 

re serve for ce to draw f rom of about forty men . ' ith this forc e at 

my co mmand I feel ampl y a ble to cop e with the di ffi culties pre ­

sented and a i ntain t he peace , and woul d deprecat e t he s ending of 

troops into t he District , considering it not only unne cessar y but 

a reflection on my ability to preserve the peace . 

I h ave gi ven my per sonal attention to the strike and 

teel tha t I am f ully master of the situation up to this time and 

fully able to meet any emergency that ay ar ris e in the future , 

712 
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with that assi stan ce you can g ive me with the Indian a lice, 

without asking for troops . 

Very r espe ctf ully , 

J . P . Grady . 
u.s . arshal , Cent . Dist. 

(Endorsed) Union genc y # 712 Received pri l 15 , 1899 . Office of 

u.s. Indian Inspe ctor f or Indian Territory. South Me lester , I . T. 

April 14, 1899 . J . F. Grady , u.s . arshal . Relative to strike . 

I I 



DEPART ~NT F THE INTERIOR . 
ashington . 

pr il 14, 1899 . 

J. George ~ right, 

Sir: 

U. S . Indian Inspector· 
for the Indian Terri tory , 

I uscogee , I ndian Territo ry . 

Enclosed hers wit h you will f ind an act of the Choctaw Nati on , 

entitled: "All 1 c t r ·egul at in 0 the i n tro due tion of fore ign cattle 

into the Choctaw at i on . n 

Said act was submitted to t he President for executive a ction 

on the 8 th instant , and was approved by him on t h e 11th inst an t . 

You will forward ·the same to the ixecut i ve Secretary of t h e Cho c-

taw Nation. 

You will find enclosed herewith said departmental letter , to -

J 

gether with a c opy of the report of the cting Commi ssioner thereon . 

Ind. Ter. Div . 
988-99 
I enclosures. 

Re ·?pe ctfully , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 
Secret ary . 

Through the Commissioner of I ndian Affa irs . 

{~ndorsed} Union gency # 121, received Apr . 20 ~ 1899 off i?e of U. 
s. Indian Ins~ ctor for Indian Ter r itory . .vashlng~on , pr l~ 14 , 
1899. secretary. Returns Choctaw Act relat1ve to 1n troduct1on of 

cattle, approved. 



Uni on Agenc y , 

vuscogee , I . T., 

April 15th , 1899 • 

.Mr. :1. B. tamps , 

LeFlore, I . T. 

Dear Sir:-

Your s re ceived in which you ask :me if a doctor can be forced 

to go bef ore the Choctaw medical board, or is t he practice of 

medicine r egulated by the Arkansas law . 

You a re informed that the practice of n:.edicine is not re gul a­

ted by the Arkansas Statute in the Choctaw nation , but is regula-

ted by t he Choc taw law . A doctor who assumes to be qmli f ied 

to practice hi s profession , ought not to be fo rced to go before 

t.he Choc taw board, but m ought to go himself . Your failure to 

make pr oper applicat i on to practice medicine in the Choctaw 

Nation, will put you in tm class o f intrude r s. 

Respectfully yours , 

D. M. isdom , 

u. s . Indian Agent . 

Approved; 

J. Geo. /r ight, 

u. s . Indi an Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency-Musk Qge e , Ok l ahana. Press book no . 2-­
letter 117. 



Apri l 15 , 1999 

AN CT 

MAKD G iJ>PROPRI TION FOR ST UD i'NTJ I N THE STATEo . 

Be it enacted by t he General Counci l of the Choctaw Nation As­

sembled: 

SECTION 1 . Tha t t he sum of Twelve t housand five hund -

red dollars is he r eby a ppropr i ated to defray the exue nses of 

forty s tudents attending school in the st ates ; Twenty boys , and 

Twenty g irls , to be expended in proportion of Three hundred dol ­

lars each for boys , and Thr e e hundred and t wenty- f ive dollars 

for each girl. 

SEcrriON 2 . Th a t this act t ake effect and be in force 

from and after its passage . 

pproved , Tovember 4 , 1892 . 

·.: .N. Jones , 
Principal Ch i ef of 

Choctaw Nation . 

---oOo----

THIS I S 11 0 C RTIFY , That t he above and for egoing i:a a 

full, true and correc t co py of the origi nal ct of the Choctaw 

General Counc il, n ow on f ile in t he office of t he National Sec-

retary. 

( SEAL ) 
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I N TESTIMONY ~VHEREO F, I , So loman J . 
Homer, Nati onal Se cretary of the 
Choctaw Nation , nave hereunto af f ixed 
my official s i gnature and t he s eal 
of the said Nat i on , t h i s the 13 , day 
of Apr il, 1899 . 

Solomon J . Homer . 
Nationa l ~ ecre tary of 

The Choct aw Nation. 
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(Endorsed) Union 1gency # 715 Received April 15, 1899. Office 

ot U.S. Indian Inspector for Indi an Territory . Caddo, I . T., 

April 14, 1899 . s . J . Homer . Re l ative to laws concerning 

students in states. 
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AT 0 K A B r ... 'T I S T 

INSTRUCTORS 
EDWIN H. RISH L'• Princi pal. 

OPEN TO BOTH I NDIANS AND '!HITES . 

J.G. MASTERS , Teacher i n Higher 
Dept . 

THOROUGH ·{ORK IN ALL DEP ARTHENTS . 

BLANCHE '"TILLIS , Intermediate De p t . ,FE CI 1 
MARY HORNEY, ) . 

TTENT I ON GIVEN TO lliE 

LIZZIE S . Al.D.!:!;N , )Prl rnary ept • 
CARE OF I NDIAN ORPHANS . 

MRS. E. H. RI L, atron . 
LYDIA S. PI EPGRAS ,)Asst Watrons . 
ANNA L. CLAmC, ) • 
ANN.A L. MOORE , l!usic and Kindergarten . 

Hon. J. Geo. · right. 

u.s. Indian Inspector , 

Dear Sir: 

Atoka , I . T. April 15 , 1 8 99 . 

I learn that t he ' c t of the Choctaw Council app ro priating 

money for the exp enses of the orphans in our school f or the l as t 

half of the year can not be approved because of the provision f or 

making contracts . The ecretary holds tha t as he is charged with 

the disbursement of School funds , all school accounts must be 

made under his direction . SQ far as I am concerned , I shall not 

object to that, I have been anxious for the representatives of 

the Dep3.rtment to visit us as you know. Please inform me at 

once how the failure of approval of the act in question may af -

feet our financial affairs . o far as the Choc t aws are co ncerned 

we now have full authority , but wha t of the money to cover t he last 

half of the year's expense. I have you and ~ . Benedict for auth­

ority for continuing t he school through t he l ast half of the year , 

and this act of the council would authorize the uditor to issue 

his warrant, but . now it seems as if all this counts for naught . 

' 



I 

- 2 -

Please inform me what steps are ne cessary in order to secure what 

is due for the la s t half' of the year . I shall also be glad for 

information r espec ting the warrant I sent you in March . 

Can not you or ] r . Benedic t soon visit our school and let 

us know what to depend upon for next year? If we continue , I shall 

want the same t ea chers , If e cannot continue , t he teachers should 

have due notice, and secure appoint ments elsewhere . 

Respectf ully , 

• 'J. Rishel . 

(Endorsed) Union gen cy # 730 . Re ce i ved pril 17 , 1899 . Offic~ of 
u.s. Indian _ I ns p ector for Indi an TerD i tory . taka ·, I •• , pr1l 15 , 
1899. E. H. Rishel. Rel ative to appropri ation act for t h is 
year's expenses. e tc. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE , CHOCTAW IT TION. 

Green McCurt a in , Principal Ch ief . 

Sans Bois , I . T. 
April l? th , 1899 . 

Hon. J. Geo. ' right , 

U.S.Indian Inspector , 

r~skogee , Ind. Ty . 

Sir:-

Replying to your s of the 4th i nst ant , in. whi ch you a sk 

to be advised a s to whom Mi ners' Permi t Taxe s and Ti mber Ro ·al-

ties accruing in the Choct aw I at ion shou ld be p3 id , vi ll say 

that, since January the f ir s t of the pr e s ent year a ll s uch 

taxes and royalties are to be pa i d to t he District Collectors . 

The District Collectors for t h is Nat ion are as f ollows : J . S . 

Forrest, Distric t Coll ector f or Fi rst Di stri ct ; J. ~ . Harris , 

District Collec tor fo r Second Di s trict and J . H. Miller , Distr i ct 

Collector for Third Distri c t . And ~ t hi s day appoint I •• Fol-

som of Ardmore , Ind . Ty., to look af t er the i n terests of thi s 

Nation up in the Chickasaw ation , and c ollect the Choctaw Nat ­

ion's part of such taxes and royalties accruing in the Chicka­

saw Nat ion. 

Very respectfully , 

Green cCurta in . 
Prin . Chief . Cho ctaw N. 

(Rndorsed}Union gency # 770 Rt ceived 1pril 20 , 1899 ~ f fice of 
U. • Indian Inspecto r f or Indian Territory . Sans Bo1s , I . T. 
Pl'il 17, 1899 . G. McCurtain , P . Chief Gives names of p er mit and 

ty collectors. 

) 
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J".P.Grady, F •• Genung , u.s. I arshal . Chief Office Dep . 

UNITED 
Cetntral 

S T T "' S 
District , 

Hon. J. George ri ght , 

Indian Inspector , 

us cogee , I .. 

Dear Sir: 

, 1 R S H L ' S 0 F E I C E, 
Indian Territory , 

S UTH J1 cAL sr ~ , pril l8th , l899 . 

Yours of the 15th was received in due time . 

I note very c arefully what ·r . Pl ummer has to say . I have just 

returned from I artshorne and other mining camps , and find every ­

thing unusually quiet . In fac t , we have had less wor k for the 

marshals since t he s trike began than we ever have had for the same 

period of time since I have been marshal of the di st rict . In fa c t , 

the strikers have been on t heir good behavior; and it seems to 

be their disposition to avoid trouble . There has not been t he 

slightest trouble in t he mining camps between t he strikers and 

those who are at work since t he strik e began . In fact , t he only 

trouble that has occurr ed in the camps , especially at Hartshorne , 

has been between the men emp lo yed work ing for the company . I n 

fact, the only trouhle has been of tha t na ture bet een ~ r . James 

Brazil and one Cable . They t wo had a personal encounter . nd 

one other difficulty between John Banks and J ohn Vhi te , t wo nig­

ger a working for t he company . In mv judgment , there is not the 

758 
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slightest indication of o race war . 

Yours truly , 

J . l . Grady 

U. ' . 1 ar shal . 

(Endorsed) Unton ge nc y # 758 Re ceived pril 19 , 1899 . Office of 
U.S. Indian Inspector for nd i an Territory . outh cAlester , I . T. 
April 18, 1899. J . P . Grady , U. S . 1\.arshal . Re lative to condition 
ot strike. 

I 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washington . 

J .George ' /r i ght , 
u.s.Indian Inspector 

April 18th, 1899. 

tor the Indian Territory, 

Musoogee, Ind. Ter . 

Sir: 

On the lOth instant, the Department submitted to 

the President, for executive action, under the provisions 

ot Section 29 of the Act of Congress approved June 28 , 1898 

(30 Stat.,495), Bill No. 9 , Choctaw Nation , being nAn Act to 

authorize the Principal Chief to employ an Attorney for the 

Nation in citizenship cases, and making an appropriation 

therefore, and for other purposes . " Said act was approved 

by the President on the 13th instant , and it i s herewith 

enclosed, together with said departmental letter , and a 

copy of the report of the Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

relative to said act, for proper disposition by your off ice. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
972-1899. 

3 Inclosures. 

Through the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

Rrspectfully, 

Tho. R. Ryan 

Acting Secre t ary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l28 Received Apr . 24 ,1899 Office 
ot U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington, 
April 18, lla99. Secretary.----Returns Choctaw Act to employ 
attorney, approved.----

) 



• J. Ge o. ri ght , 

u.s. Indian Inspect~r , 

r~uskogee , I . T . 

Dear Sir: 

c lester , I . T. Apr il 19 , 1899 . 

ve have several leases prepared for asphalt claims . 

Please give us instructions how to f ill out the blanks 

as to the rate to be paid as royalty on the asphalt . I n other 

words , shall ve st ate 60 cents per ton on r efined asphalt , or 

60 eents per ton on crude asphalt? You will notice that t he lea-

ses read simply "per ton on each and every ton produced . rt 

Yours truly , 

. B. ins orth . 
TRUSTEE. 

(Endorsed) Unipn gency # 782 eceived April 20 , 1899 . Office of 
U.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . h e lester , I . T., 
April 19, 1899. r . B. insworth, T~ustee. ASks instructions r e l a -
tive to royalty on asphalt . 



Mr. J. Geo. i right, 

U.S.Indi an Inspector , 

Muskogee , I • T • 

Dear Sir : 

I c l ester , I . • pr il 1 9 , 1899 . 

I gave you in per s on to- day the lease s ( 28 in number) 

of the Sans Bo · s Coal Company , duly signed and witnes s ed , and 

~ ill ask you to have the Company sign t he same and exe cute their 

bond to you . 

· e have some other leases on hand and will have the 

parties sign t hem and will send t he leases to you , as soon as 

possible. 

Yours truly , 
• B. insworth . 

TRUSTEE . 

(Endorsed) ·Union gen cy 1J ??9 e·cei ved April 20 , 1899 . Office of 
U.S. Indian Inspector f or Indian Ter ri tor y . \~ C les ter , •• , 
April 19, 1899 . • B. i nswvrth , Trustee . Has for warded 28 leases 
With Sans Bois Coal Company . 



STATE OF MIS SOURI) 
)ss. 

CITY OF ST .LOUIS ) 

·r . P . He a th , of l awful age bei r:g duly svTor n , certifies th the 

is Secre tary an d _r easur er of t he ansas & Texas Coal Company , 

a corporation or ganized under t he laws of t he S t ate of Mi ssour i 

(With gener a l off ice at st .Louis , ~to . ) , and operating coal mi ne s 

in the ·Choctavr Nati on , Indian Terri tory , and does further certify 

that the follo\' i ng i s a true r ep ort as t aken from t he records 

of said company of t.te number of tons of coal produced by said 

compa ny in t he Choc taw JITa ti on during t he mont h of March 1899 

that is sub je c t to a royalty of ten cents ~r t on under the t erms 

of its contra c t T~, ith t he Chocta Na tion dated _ar ch 27 , 1895 , 

to-wit: 

Fr om Mine Eo . 2 Kr ebs , Ind . Ter . 

"" 10 to ns a t 10¢ 

ro m Mi ne No . 52 Cherr yvale , Ind . Ter. 

75 tons at 10¢ 
Tot a l 

L . B. Has s . 

~:>1 . 00 

7 . 50 
:;p8 . 50 

Subscribed a nd s ro rn to before me_ a Notary Publ ic within and for 

said Cit y and S t a t e in dup licate this 19th day of April . D. l 899 . 

James J . !~c Dona ld 

Not ~ry ublic . 
M.y conmissi on exp ir es on t he 16th day of J une 1900 . 

(Endorsed) 
u . s .rndian 
remittance 
March ~899 

Union 'gen cy No .70 Re ceived ~pr . 24 ,189 9 Office ?f 
gen t, I\ usc ogee , I nd . Te r . s orn_,staten:en ~ a c cc:mpany1ng 

of Kansas and Texas Coal Co • .::> t . Lou l s , IvlO for month of 
amount ·~s . 50 ----



IXECUTIVE OFFICE , 
Gre en 1cCurtain , 

Hon. J. Geo. ·Jri gh t , 

CHOCT N TIO • 
rincipal Chief . 

Sans Bo i s , Indi an Ter . 
pr il 20th , 1899 . 

U. S. Indi an Inspector , 

us kogee , Ind . Ty . 

Sir:-

Yours of the 18th inst ., enclosing the 1 ct of the Cho c­

taw council r el at i ng to the granting of permit s to non- citizens 

farmers and common l aborers , and asking the necessity and object 

of said Act, ha s been received . In reply , ill say that , the 

punitory provision to t he Permit Law , set forth in s ection 6 

of the law ap pr o ved ctober 1888 , Compilat ion of 1894 , page 242 , 

was repaeled (Sic ) by an Act of council at its r egul ar session , 

October 1897, Bill No . 46 , page 36 , cts and Resolutions of the 

General Council of the Choctaw Nation , passed at its regular 

session , Octob er 189 7p and is , therefore , not the present puni -

tory provision to said Law . 

follows: 

ection 3of the law of 1897 is as 

"Be it furth er enacted , That upon the fa ilur e of said 

Offenders to pay their f i nes , th ey shall each receive not less 

than fifteen nor more than t hirty - nine l ashe s on his bare back , 

and be discharged from further ob l i ga t i on i n that particular 

case." 

ow the prime ob ject in passing the ermit La was , to ge t a 

rmit law upon our sta t ute bo ok bear ing the approval of the 
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Pr esi dent , thi nki ng , t hus , t o g ive it more f orce and respec tab­

ility ; and to se cur e the resident ' s signa ture t o our Permit 

Law , it wa s necessa ry to re - enact it with c er t a in change s , es ­

peci al l y i n t he puni tory pr ovision . 

not he r object in passing t h is Permi t Law was , to mak e 

the payme n t of fees of t he c lerk and sher i ff in t h e i ssuance 

and coll e ction of p ermits con diti oned upon t he ac t ua l collection 

of sa i d permits ; heretof or e it ha s bee n a custom pra ct ice d by 

t he c oun t y clerk s and s heri ff s to dr aw thei r fe es f rom the co -

unty f un ds (usua l ly scri pt ) whether the per mits were colle cted 

or not . Sect ion 2of t h is · c t makes the provision abo ve sta ted , 

t hat t he payment of fees is con di t i oned on t he coll ec t ion of 

t he perrn i t s . 

I t h i nk this f ully sta t es t he ob ject of t h i s Per mit 

Law , and I t rus t t h at it may mer it your fa vor ab le r e co mmen da tion . 

Ver y res pec t f ully , 

Gr een ] cCurta in . 

I 

r inc i pal Chi e f , Cho ctaw Nation . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 837 Received pril 26 , 1899 . Office 
of u.s. Indian Ins pector f or Indi an Terr itory. Sa ns Bo is , I . T., 
Apr il 20 1899 . Green McCurta in , Prin . Chief . Re turns Choctaw 
Act r el at i ve t o permit taxe s , wi th exp l anation . 



-: SOUTH IEJT.L N COAL & IMPROV.~!.:l:LL.!!JT COI/PANY:­

Statement of t he ut put of Coal for t he Month of 

Mar ch ; 1899 , 

of the Coa l Mi nes ope rat ed by t he ab ove Company at its 
Mi nes loc a t ed at and near Coa l ga t e , 

Choc ta\· Nati on, 
Indian Terri tory . 

All Coal produC'ed :-

Total .Amount in To:n_s , per co ntract with Nati onal Age nt s , 1 , 287 . 30 

Total .Amount a t Ten Cents per ton ,. 128 . 73 

State o'f Kansas , 
ss 

County of Labette , 

D. c . ~ e.lch, of l awful age, being first duly sworn , up on his 

oath depose s and says , that he is the Auditor .of the South­

western Coa l & Improv eme n t Company , and as such keeps an accurate 

a ccount of t h e bus ines s of t he company , and of t he output of co 

at said c ompany at its mines loc ated at and near Coal gate , Choctaw 

Nation, I nd i a n Te r ri tory , and t hat he made the foregoing staterren t 

of t he out pu t of coa l for the month endi ng Iardh 3l st , l 899 , and 

t~ above is a correct statemen t of t he out put i n t ons , toge t he r 

With the amount of royalty due on s arne , a nd further af f i ant 

s a1 th not. 

Subscribed and s vorn to before me t h is 20 day of .April , 1899 . 

Ot t a r. . Cal d e l l . 
My commission expires Jany .l5,190l . 

Notary Pub lic . 
(Endorsed ) Union Agency o .77 e cei ved Apr. 29 ,189 9 Office of U.s . 
Indian Agent , .Ius co gee , Ind. . Ter. S orn s tatemen t accompanyi ng re · t­
'tance of So • . ~est e rn Coal & I mp . Co . Stlouis,Mo f or month of 1'1 rch 
1899 amount ~ 12873----



A T 0 K A B P T I S T c 
Instructors: 
Edwin H. Ris hel, Prin . 
J . G. Masters, Teacher in Higher Dept . 
Blanche villis , Int ermedi ate Dep t . 
Mary Horney , )Pri mary Dept 
Lizzie s . Alden , ) • 
Mrs . E. tt. Rishe l, a tron . 
Lydia s . ~P iepgras , ) 
.Amlla L. Clark , ) sst . Ma t it'ons . 

DE M Y 
' 

OPEN TO BOTH IND I1 NS AND 
'JHITES . 

THOROUGH '·1 0RK IN .dLL DEPTS 
SPEC I L TTENT I ON GIVEN TO • 
THE C RE OF I NDI N ORPHANS . 

Anna L. Moore , usic and Kindergarten . 

Atoka , I . T. Apri l 22 , 1899 . 

Hon . J. Geo . ·lri ght . 

u.s . Indian Inspector . 

Dear Sir : 

Your l etter of the 2P t h inst . is at hand . While I am 

anxious to ha .e matters arranged in respect to the next ye ar ' s 

work , I am mor e anxious to obtain soon something def inite resp -

ecting the settlement of the affairs of the present year . I t is 

some time since I sent you the Warrant issued for the f irst ha l f 

or the ye ar ' s expense . I have not been informed what has become 

or it . I hope i t ha s been recommended for payment . Our creditors 

have a right t o know hat· the prospect is of a speedy settlement . 

I asked you in a f ormer letter to inform me if the affidavit and 

papers sent with t he warrant were satisfactory . 

As to the a ct re t ur ne d , di sapproved , b y t he President , I 

felt that the part of t he a ct appropr i at i ng t he money and recog­

niZing the present co ntract as l egal and bi nding upon the ration 

Was very important . You que s tioned the r i gh t of Everidge to make 

the contract with me , and said that the question WJuld prob ably be 
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raised by the law clerks in the Tr ea sury department . You know 

how anxious I wa s in my correspondence to know if the Department 

or the Interior would pay for our school work beyond the amount 

of the a ppropriation of the October Choctaw Council . In sever­

al letter.s in December and January I asked as to this . I intend­

ed to close the work for the orphans in our school at the mid­

dle of the year i f there was an unwillingness on your part to 

guarantee the payment of the last half of the year . s you know , 

The Board of Educa t i,on and especially the Chief were anxious for 

us t ·o c ontinue to t he close of the school year . You told me and 

others to go on with the work . r . Benedict told me in presence 

of others at Ft. Smith that I should go on with the work and that 

it would be paid some way . So far as the Choctaws are able , they 

have given full authority for the payment of the entire sum . 

In order to keep the work in proper order , I and friends of tm 

work have assumed obligations fr om wh ich we hope soon to be re­

lieved by the p~ent o f a f ull amount called for in the contract . 

Our school yea r closes the 25th of ~ ay , and I wish very 

mnc~ to have the means t o settle all bills before that time . I 

hope that Mr. Benedict can visit us soon . rr . Smiser of the 

fOWDsite commission is in 1fuskogee and can tell of the nature of 

our work . 

The mn who have money are not to blame for thinking 

that if the Department o f the Interior , intends to pay us f or 

our work it would do so at once, and thus save the trouble of 

borrowing further. He are into the work and have been told 

I 
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by yourself and 1 r. Benedict to co nt i nue , and we l ook to you 

to arrange t he mat t er . e hope it can be d one soon . 

Respe c t f ully , 

E. '1 . is he l 

(Endorsed) Union ~ genc y # 199 ece ived pri l 22 , 1899 . Offic e 
ot U. S . Indian Ins ~ c tor f or Ind i an rrerr i tor y. .l toka , I . T., 
April 22, 18 9 9 . E . H. ishel . el at i ve to payment for present 
school year. 



UNIT~D STAT 'S 

INDIAF TER ITORY , 

Cen tral Judici al 
Di strict t hereof . ss . 

4/22/99 

Noah S a mpl es , being duly sworn , on his oath says : 

Tha t he is engaged in opera ting a coa l mine ne ar tbe town 

of McAl es t er , Indian Terri tory . Tha t t.be amount of co al produced 

and shippe d fro m said mi ne during the pe riod from Oc tober 1 , 

18 97 to June 28 , 1898 , was follows : 

5 650 to ns of mi ne run co a l , royalty t hereon , ... . . . . ... 529 . 69 

57 5 t ons of s creened c oa 1 , ro ya 1 t y the r e on , • . . . • • • 71 . 8 7 

That during tm month of Februa ry , 1899 , there .as 

produced an d sh i pped f r om said mine 

1543 tons of lump coaJL , ro yalty thereon , ••••••••••• 154 . 30 

Tota l ro yalty , •••.••••••••••• 755 . 86 . 

That t h3 a bove and foregp ing quantity oi" coa l is the tot al 

anount put out by a f f i ant duri~ the periods stated , end tha t 

the tot al amount o f myalty due. thereon i s $755 .86 . 

Noah Sample. s • 

Subscrt bed a rrl s lOrn to before me in t ripl ic ate on t h is 22nd day 
of April,l899 . 

Fr ank mit h 
Notary Pub lic for tm Centra l District 
of' the I ndia n Terri tory . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 73 Re ceived Apr . 25 , 1899 Office of 
U. S .Indi an .Agent , :Mus cogee , Ind. Ter . Sworn sta tement a ccompanying 
r emittance of r oa h ampl e s .cAle s ter , I . T. for month of Februa r y 
1899 amount $755 . 86----



• Berry, 

ATTORNEY AT lA • 

Poteau , I . T. 4 / 24/99 

Mr. J. George ·/ri gh t , 

Indian Inspector , 

Muscogee , Ind . Ter . 

Dear Sir:-

I desire to know i f you will grant me the privilege 

of operating a saw mill in the Choctaw Nation and selling the 

lumber to Co al Mines also operated in the Choctaw Nation. I 

am a citizen of the Choctaw Nation and if the privilege is all­

owed , would like to know the conditions upon which it vall be 

granted. 

Very respectfully , 

C. 'r . V ilburn , 

(Endcrsed) Union ' gency # 828 Re ceived pril 25 , 1899 . f f ice 
of U.S. Indian Inspector f or Indian Terr i tory . P t_.eau , I . ~ ., 
April 24, 1899. c. T . i il burn . . ~ants to oper at e a ~ saw m1ll . 



State of 1 issouri) 

City of St.Louis ) 
ss . 

pril 27,1899 . 

·f . P . Heat h , of lawfu l age bei ng duly s worn , c er ti f i es that 

he is Secretary nd Treasurer of t he Kansas & Texas Coal Company , 

a cor por a tion or ganized under t he l aws of tm St ate of Missouri 

(with gen er a l of f i ce a t S t . Lou is , Mo . ) , and operati ng co a l mine s 

in the Choctaw Nation , Indian rrerritory, and does furt~er c.ert i fy 

that t.te foll owi ng is a true r eport as t alcen from t he r ecords of 

said company of t he number of to ns of coa l produc.ed b y said company 

of the n umber of tons of co a l produced by s aid c ompany in t he 

Choctav1 Nation duri ng t!:e mont h of J\ arch 1899 t ha t i s subject 

to a royal t y of' t e n cen ts p:; r ton under the; t erms of' its c ont r act 

with the Choc t aw Nati on dated Harch Zl , 1895 , to- wi t : 

Fro m J ames Fork strip p it , near Jenson , I . T . 

52 tons at 10¢ ;;p5 . 20 

Subscribed and s ~orn to b efore rre a rotary Public within and for 

s aid cit y and s tate i n dup lic ate this 27th day of pril A. D. l 899 ., 

James IviQDonald 
"~otary ublic -- oi t . of 

St . Louis ~:o . 

My co nnnissio n expires on t he June 16th , l900 . 

(Eniorsed) union agenc y no 78 Re c d . April 29 ,1899 ffice . of u.s . 
Indian Agent I·,:us cogee Ind . Ter . S~lorn statemen t a ccompan yJ.ng remit ­
tance of Kan~ as and T~xas Coa l Co . tLoui s r.~o . for mon th of 
March ,1899 amount . "5. 20----



F. 

D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

Washington . 
Apri l 28 , 1899 . 

J. George Wright, 
u. s. Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of the 

18th instant, transmitting Bill No . 16 of the Choctaw Nation , 

entitled: "An Act appropriating money for the payment of Stuart , 

Lewis & Gordon." 

The preamble to said act refers to a certain contract m e 

and entered into be tween the Principal Chief of said Nation and 

the firm of Stuart , Lewis & Gordon , attorneys-at-law, wherein 

aa1d firm agreed to represent said Nation in t he United States 

Court for the Southern District at Ardmore , Indian Territor y, 

and endeavor to secure the eliminat ion from the judgments of 

the Court "of all persons whose names , subsequent to said judg­

ment, had, through fraud or otherwise , been entered thereon as 

adjudged citizens or members of the Choctaw tribe of Indians . " 

Reference is also made in said preamble to the amount to be 

paid to said firm, namely , '\.15.00, "for each person hose name 

was stricken from said judgments , n and in addition "for the ho ­

tel expenses of said firm bile actually engaged in such ork , 

to be paid in Choctaw warrants . " 

Section 1 of said act approves said contract, and provides 

$2300.00 to pay the obligations thereof , or so much of said sum 

a may be necessary , with the proviso that "no warrant shall 
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iaaue to seid Stuart , Lewi s , & Gordon until their ac co unt has 

been approved by the Principa l Chief . " 

Section 2 authorizes the Nat i onal Auditor to issue his war ­

rant upon the ational Treasurer in favor of said firm upon the 

requisition of the Principal Chief. 

You quote from the report of the Acting Chairman of the 

Commission to the Five Civi l ized Tr ibes i n response to your re ­

quest whether said act should be approved , in which it is stated : 

"It is the underst anding of this Commission that the Choc­
taw Nation has a salaried attorney, whose duty it would appear 
to be to represent the Nat ion in matters for which this appro ­
priation purports to be made . The salary paid such attorney 
is understood to be $5 , 000 . 00 per annum, which , in the opinion 
of this Co~missi on , should be adequate for all legal work re­
quired by the nation." 

You also refe r to the act authorizing the employment of 

James M. Shackelford as an attorney for said Nation "in cases 

similar for one year beginning November 23 , 1898 , at a salary 

of $5,000.00." Said Act was approved by the Pres ident on Anril 

13, 1899. You state that in our judgment I1r . Shackelf ord 

wshould attend to all legal mat ter s required by the Nat ion , " 

and recommend that said a ct be disapproved . 

The Acting Commissioner of Indian Affa irs , in transmitting 

aaid act and your said letter, also forwards a letter fr om Mr . 

J. s . Standley, in whi ch he s tate s that it is his understanding 

that the employment of MT . Shackelford did not co ntemplate the 

rendering of any service in connection with citizenship claims 

except such as might be required in the Court of the United 

States for the Central District of the Choctaw Nat ion, and that 
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the eases for which Mesr s . Stuar t , Lewis & Gordon are to be 

employed refer to ca s es of ap peal s from the Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes i n the Court for the Southern District , 

or the Distric t i n which the Chickasaw Nation lies , and where the 

construction of the laws and treaties relating to such matters 

is more liberal t oward the cla i mants . 

The Acting Commi ssioner f urt he r states that -

"it is clea r that the authorities of the Choctaw Na tion 
have made no e xplanation of this appropriat ion to them, and that 
they are not i n the possession of any informat ion concerni ng the 
matter, but ba se t heir position entirely on the circumstsnces 
known to tbm." 

The Acting Commissioner suggests , however , t hat the papers 

be referred to you "for a more particular investigation into the 

matter with the vi ew to advising the Department accurately as to 

the situation." 

In view of the statements made by Mr . Standley the papers 

are returned t o you for a further r eport r elat ive thereto in 

order that you may ascertain whether the information given by 

Mr. Standley be corre ct , or not , and if so , wha t action s hould 

be taken by the Depa r tment relative to it s recommendation in 

submitting the same to the President for executive action . 

A copy of the Acting Commissioner ' s report , together with 

the letter of Mr. Standle y , and said act are returned here ith . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1270-99 

~ enclosures. 

Through the 

Respect f ully , 

Tho . R . Ryan 
Acting Secretar y. 

Commi ssioner of Indian Affairs , 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No.l59 . Received ay 2 , l899 . 0~fice · of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Terri t ory . ashington , Aprll 28 , 1899 . 
Secretary---Returns Act of Choctaw Counci l to pay Stuart , Lewis 
& Gordon, for further i nf ormation . 



(Copy ) 
Refer in reply to the following : 

Land. 
18,834-1899~ 
19,442-1899. 

The Honorable 

DEPARTM:ENT OF THE INTER I OR , 

Off ice of I ndi an Affair s , 

ashington , April 26 , 1899 . 

The Secr e tar y of t he Int erior . 

Sir: 

Enclosed, here with , i s a report , of Apri l 18 , 1899 , from 

Inspector Wright , transmit ti ng an Act of the Council of the Choctaw 

Nation, approved b y t he Pri ncipal Chief on Ma rch 25 , 1899 , and 

appropriating $2500 for payment to Stewart , Lewis & Gordon , Attorneys 

at Ardmore, Ind i an Terri tory , for services rendered and to be ren­

dered under a contra ct made with the Principal Chief of the Choctaw 

Nation stipulating for t he employment of said Stewart , Lewis & 

Gordon to render profes s i onal ser vices in re - opening and eliminat ­

ing from enrol lment ca ses of persons who have se cured enrollment 

throug~ the cour t for the southern district of the Indian Terri tory 

by fraud and mis r epresentation . 

Inspector vr i gh t invites a tent i on to the fact t ha t hereto f ore 

he transmit t ed a n Act of t he Choctaw Council employing Hon . J ames 

M. Shackelf ord as a ttorne y to attend to the defense of the nation 

in citizenship c~a ims , and sugges ts t hat Mr . Shackelford ought to 

render all ser vices re quired by the nation i n conne ct i on w1 th the 

enrollment of per sons clai mi ng citizenship t herein . I n v i ew of the 
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statements made i n his r eport Ins pector ' right recommends that the 

act in que stion be d isapproved , and in concluding his report he 

invites atten tion to the fa ct that the f irm of Stewart , Lewis & 

Gordon is the s ame firm that procured the payment of $10 , 000 from 

the Creek authori t i es in v i olat i on of law, about whi ch , he says , 

Special I nspector Zevely recently reported to the Department , under 

instructions. 

Inspector ~right encloses w.ith his report a letter of April 18 , 

1899, from t he Acting Chairman of the Da es Commission , in hich 

he states t hat i t is the understanding of his commission that the 

Choctaw Nation has a salaried attorne y whose duty it ould appear 

to be to represent the nation in the matte~s for hich the appro ­

priation conta i ned in the act in question purports to be made . 

In connection with Inspector Wright ' s report and with t he ener a l 

subject, there i s enclosed , herewith , a letter of April 24 , 1899 , 

from Mr . J.s . St andl ey who represents that he understands that the 

employment o f Mr . Shackelford did not contemplate the rendering of 

any servicein conne ct i on w.ith citizenship claims except such as 

might be re quire d i n the Court of the United States for the centra l 

district of t he Choc taw Nation · that the cases for which it is 
' 

intended to employ Stewart , Lewis & Gordon to defend are cases here 

Choctaw citizenshi p appeals from the Dawes Commission were had to 

the court for t he sout hern distri ct or the district of the Chickasa 

Nation and where t he oo nstruc t i on of the laws and treaties relating 
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to such matters was more liberal towards the claimants ; that Mr . 

Shackelford's contract requires him only to render services i n 

the courts sitting within the Choctaw Nat ion or in the Supreme 

Court of the United States on appeal , and ·the cases in the Chickasaw 

nation would necessarily go by default unless special counsel is 

provided to attend to the same . 

In his letter ~tt . Standley, makes a statement as to the advanta­

ges to the nation in the defeat of any. of th ese claims , and sho s 

that the defeat of ~ive claims will more than pay in saving to the 

nation the sala ries both of Messrs . Stewart , Lewis & Gordon and 

Mr. Shackelf ord. 

From Inspector rrright ' s reporti and • Bixby ' s letter it is 

clear that the a ut horities of the Choctaw Nation have made no ex-

planation of this appropriation to them, and that they are not 

in the possession of any information concerning the matter , but 

base their position entirely on the circumstances known to them. 

In view therefore of Mr . Standley ' s letter and of t he apparent 
' ' 

lack of in f ormation on the subject by the officers of this Depart -

ment in the f ield, the off i ce is not disposed to either concur 

or non-concur in the off icial recommendation submi t ted , but it is 

•uggested that it might be well if before submitting this act t o 

the President for his action i t be referred to Inspector ···ri ght f or 

a more particular investigat ion into the matter with the view to 

-dvising the Department accurately as to the situation . 
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In submitting this quest ion the office doe s not lose s i ght of 

the character of the law firm to be employed . While there have been 

reports made t o the offi ce wh ich indicate that Messrs . Stewart , 

Lewis & Gordon have heretofore been engaged in a pr ctice which is 

in every way reprehens i ble and can in no way be justified if the 

facts reported are true , still unt il the firm is indicted and con­

victed of a violation of the Statutes of the United States referring 

to section 2105, or found to have a ctually been guilty of such 

practices as would exclude them from recognition as respectable 

attorneys, the office would not feel that i t would be warranted 

in making recommendation against ~heir employment . 

(K.S .M.) 

P. 

Very re spectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

A. C. Tonner , 
Acting Commis s ioner . 



Mr. J.L.Hull, 

Caddo 1 I .T. 

Dear Sir:-

Union Agen cy , 

IJ1usc ogee , I . T., April 28 t h , l899 

You are i nf or me d , in repl y to yours of late date , t hat 

the Presiden t has ~proved the Bi ll in re gard to the introducti on 

of foreign c at tle into tl~ Choc ta~ Nation . He approved it on 

April 11th l as t and it t ake s effect f r om t l~ t date . 

I do not kn ow ubout the lar pl ~c ing a tax of :itl . OO per he ad 

on all citizens' cattle in the Choc taw nation . If such a 1 • 

has been pas sed and is approved by the President , of course it 

Will be the du ty of t he Indian .. gent , or some other officers 

with that p ower, t o enforce t .he same . 

Approved; 

J .Geo. ' r ight, 

U. S .Indian Inspector. 

Very respectfully , 

U.s . Indian gent . 

--Press book No .2-Letter 2 29. Union Agen cy , Mus kogee , Okl ahoma . 



DEPART MENT O F THE I NT R I 
' 

ashington. 
ay 1st , 1899 . 

Tba President,. 

Sir:-

I have the bon or to submit here w.i. th , for executive 

action, under tbe provisions of Sec.29 of t~ Act of Co~ress 

approved June 28 , 1898 ( 30 8 t at., 495) , Bil l No . 22 , Chocta 

Nation, entitled "An ct repealing acts authoriZing tm sale 

and shipment of ti.mbe r in t be Choctaw Nat i onn . 

Sec .1 of' said a c t repeals "all acts heretofore passed 

authorizing t he shipment and sa~e of timb er in tte Choctaw 

Nation, except tirnher furnished for minirg purposes ithin 

the limits of tbe Choctaw Nation" . ec . 2 declares tha t said 

act "shal.l not be so c ons trued as to prohi bit citizens of t h is 

nation getting beard or rail ti mber , or firewood , for their o n 

use". Said act was approved by t Principal Chief of said 

nation on Mar c h 25 , 18 9 9 • It is fer arded by t he U . . Indian 

Inspector for t he Indian Terri tory ith favorable recommendat ion , 

in whioh reoomnendation t~ Acting Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs cone ur s • 

I have therefore to recommend tm t said act be appr oved 

by you, arxl. inclose herewith said. letter of the Indian Inspect­

or ~d a copy of too report of the c ting Co:mmis si one r of In­

dian A:ff air s • 

Ind.Ter . Div . 
3 Inclosures. 

1188-1899. 

er y re f:I>e c tfully , 

. A. Hitc hcock. 

"""' ecretary. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l?O Re ceived May 12 , 1899 Office of 
u.s.Indi.an Inspector far Indian Terri tar y • . ashing ton, May 
&, 1899. Secret ary .--:--Retur m Choctaw Act repealing a cts 
authorizing sale, of ti.nlber, approved .-----



Jc · le s t er , I . T . , , ay 2, 189 9 • 

Mr. J • Ge o • .'r i gh t , 

Dear Sir: 

U. u . ndian Inspector , 

I; uskog e e , I . T . 

I.r . "' ichael .2erona , o .J avanna , I ndi an Territory , made 

applic a tion to us for a le ase to mine coal a t h i s town . 

Je find upon investi ga tion th a t he i s the o ner by pur­

chase of a at i onal contra ct , issued by the ra tion . ger t of t h e 

Choctaw Nati on , Febru ary 8 , 1 897 , and hence contra ct i s good 

until February 8 , 1 903 . 

Mr. Perona is an Ita lian a nd wor k s three or four en 

and gets out about three f l ats of coal a week . 1 t the slope 

where he is now ope rati ng there remain only about 1 60 a cres of 

coal which the large c ompanies failed to work when t he y opera ted 

at Savanna , eight or ten years ago . 

No one can afford to g ive a .w50 , 000 . 00-bond to mrk 1 60 

acres or coal, and so 1 e think it wi 11 be best to a llow ~~r . Perona 

to continue under h is -atL onal con tract . 

,:e have in structed h i m fully about the paymen t of his 

royalty, and he shou ld , in a fe w days , send to t he Indian gent 

22.75 cov ering royalt y no1 due . 

His case comes under t he first part of u le ~o . 9 , •rhe 

operations we re sma ll in 1897 , and a re still small . ~~ e believe 

that by watching ,a- . Perona we can ge t t h e ro yalty due t he ration 

925 
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from this 16{) a cres of co a l , and will be tha t mu ch ahe ad , a s no 

one w 111 g ive the bon d r c:1 qu i r ed for 160 acres . 

Yours trul y , 

N. B. Ai ns~ orth 
L . C. Bur r is . 

Trus tees . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency fi 925 Rec eived I~ar ch 4 , 189 9 Office o f 
U.S. Indian Ins pector f or I ndi an Terr i t ory . '1c l a ster , I . T . 
Kay 2, 1899. Ainswo r t h , Burris ' . i ner~l Trus tees . Re l ative to 
application of' "icha e l e ro na for coa l l eas e . 



DEP ARTiv1ENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF .AIRS . 

ash i ng ton , 1 ay 2 , 1899 . 

J. George Vright, E.s q ., 

U. s. Indian Inspector , 

Muscogee , Indian Territory o 

Sir: 

I return, herewith , two parts of eight indentures of lease be ­

tween the Choe~ taw and Chic kasaw mining trustees and Mr . John F . 

McMurray, of South Me lester , Indian Territory , dated 1arch 15 , 

1899, covering certa in ~ ascribed tracts of land in the Choctaw 

Nation leased to Mr . Mc1mrray for the purpose of mining coal there -

on. 

Said leases were a pproved by the Department on April 2? , 1899 , 

in quadruplic ate , and one part thereof has been transmitted to 

the Auditor for the Interior Department and the other part has 

been transmitted to ] r . McMurray . One of the two enclosed parts 

of each lease will be retained in tbe office of the u. s . Indian 

Agent for the Union Agency for his guidance in the collection of 

royal ties to be paid by the lessee tlEreunder , and the other p3r t 

will be del i vered to the Choctaw and Chickasaw coal t~ustees to 

become a part of the files of their orr ice, and to be turned over 

to their successors in office whene ver any change therein shall 

occur. 

Very respectfully, 

A. c. Tonne r 
(K.S.M.( P ). Acting Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 166, recieved May 6 , 1899 , Office of 
U. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. Vashin ton , Eay2 , 
1899. Commissioner. Eight leases for co a l with J . F . McMurray , 
approved. 



May 3, 1899 

To the Honorable the Trustees of the Choctaw I: at ion 
' 

b irs : 

The under signed beg to respectfully pro test against the 

annulment, can cellation or holding f o r naught the leases hereto ­

tore gran ted to the Indian il Company , incorporated under the 

laws of the State of Kansas with principal office at Independence , 

Kansas, for the purpose of boring and mini ng for oil and ga s in 

said Choct aw ation without due process of law . 

In entering this prote st it is the des ire of the Ird ian 

Oil Compa ny to sta te that these its leases h a ve been obtained under 

and by virtue of the 1 aws of the Choctaw ration and in conformity 

t .t.erewi th; that s a id leases have been validated by Section 8 , of 

the .L1.ct of r,1arch 1 , 1889 . That said Indian Oil Company h os at 

all times held itself r eady to continue to pertorm and fulf ill the 

terms of s a id contract and leases and is now ready to so continue . 

The s a id Indian il Company files its protest for the 

purpose of saving it s rights in the premises and does not by this 

protest concede any ri ght or author ity on the p art of the Choctaw 

Nation or tribe of Im i ans , or its officers or agents , to cancel 

or annul said leases . 

Respectfully submitted , this 3d day of Hay , •• 1899 . 

ATTEST : 

Harrison Shepard 
General t t orney for the Indian 
Territory for Irrl ian Oil Company 

Henry Jimcke 
General I. anager of the Indian 011 Company . 

7 

• li 
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Copy of protes t f il ed by the Indian Oil Company of I ndep endance 

Kansa s with the Hon . Trustees of Choct aw Na tion . 

(Ender sed) Union gency # 917 Received J\ ay 3 , 1899 . ffi ce of 
I ndian Ins pecto r for Indian Terr i t ory . Indian oil Company . by 
H. o. She pard, Genl. A~torney . Ivuscogee , I . T • . ay 3 , 1899 . 
Copy of pro t est a gainst holding o f h is Choctaw leases f or naught .~c . 



McAlester , I . T., May 13, 189 9 

Mr.J.D.Benedict, 
Superintendent of Schools in Ind i an Terri tory , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Dear Sir: 

I have i n my possessi on several school warrants , amount ­

ing to aoout <ft l OO . OO , given teachers for services r ~ndered since 

July, 1898. 

Can you give me any informati on as to wben and how I 

can get the money on t hese warran ts? 

Yours truly , 

. B. Ainswor th . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency o . l027 Recei ved 1ay 15 , 1899 . 0ffice of 
U.S.Indian I nspe ctor f or Indian Territory . McAlester , I . T., ay 15 , 
lB99.N.B.Ainsworth .----~ ants i nfor.mat i on as to payment of 
Choctaw s chool rarrants .----



DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

office of 

UNITED STATES CO MM":IS SIONER, 

Central District , Indian Territory , 

John R. Pollan, 
u.s. Commis sioner 

Cameron , Ind . Ter ., 5/15/99 . 

Hon. Cornelius Bliss , 
Secretary of the Interior , 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

J 189 

Complaints have been made by parties who cba im to ha ve valu­

able inprovements (Sic) on coa l land upon which the Kansas and Texas 

Coal Company have recently f iled application f or coa l leases . They 

claim that the treaty gives them the preference to the leases by 

virtue of tbeir improvements etc . and they have ask me to a s k you to 

with hold your approval of the Kansas and Texas Coal Co .' s lea s es 

until they havve (Sic) an opportunit y to show their prior c~a ims . 

It does seem that such corporations as the Kansas and 

Texas Coal Co. are seeking to monopolize all the most valuable 

coal deposits in the Choctaw Nation , b securing lea ses and t hereby 

shutting out others who would in good faith open up and oper ate 

mines. Such a thing if permitted would have the e f fect of depriv­

ing the Choctaw Nation of thousands of dollars in ro yalty which it 

would otherwise get. 

Yours very truly, 

(Die.) .John R. Pollan 

183 



GEORGE D. }.~OUL '1' 01~ . 

MOULTOn l.S'PH.ALT IviiNI EG CO ., 

Refinery; 
standard Asphalt LOf i n i ng Co . 

Saint Lou i s , .n'Io . 

Geo . D. Moulton : 

Coalgate , Ind . Ter. 
aay 17 , 1899 . 

To Choctaw and Chi ckasaw 1 at i ons . 

To 74.70 tons c rude asphalt i.: 10¢ :per ton 

Royalty on asphal t m ippe d to I.·iay l s t , 1899 . 

I certi fy t his to b e a co rrect account . 

Geo . D . Moult on . 

Ind.Terr. 

Centra 1 .J ud i c i a l Dis t r ic t Coa l gate Ind . Terr . 

Sworn to and subscribed before me this 17th day of I·1ay 18 99 . 

Thea von Keller 

Not ary Public . 

(Endorse d } Union Agency No . 96 Re ceive d May 3J , 1899 Office of 
U.S.Indian Agent , Mus c og ee , Ind. . Ter. s, orn statement a ce cmpanying 
remittance af Moulton Asp . & M. Co . Coa l gate ,. I . T . for mon th t o 
5/1-99 amount ~7 . 47----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

Wa shington. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 
Muscogee, Indian Territory . 

May 18 , 1899. 

F . 

He"rewith you will find enclosed a communication from John 

R. Pollan, Cameron, Choctaw Nation , I . T., in behalf of parties 

who cclaim to have valuable improvements on coal lands upon which 

the Kansas & Texas Coal Company has recently filed applications 

for leases, and requesting the Department to withhold its approv­

al ~or the Kansas and Texas Coal Co . ' s leases until they have an 

opportunit y to show their prior claims." 

Said communication is referred to you f or consideration and 

appropriate action. 

Ind .Ter .Di v. 
1456-99 

1 enclosure 

Through the 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

Acting Secretary. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 183. Re ceived May 25 , 1899 . Office of 
u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washington , Ma y 18 , 1899 . 
-Secretary---Refers letter of John R. Pollan relative to Kansas & 
Texas Coal co. 's leases. 



UNIT !~D ST T3S CF .Al.IJ::RI CA, 

I ND I.lL'l'q T EHi:TI T OR Y, 

CEN TR.AL JUD I C IAL Tit S TRI C To 

5/18/99 

Thomas .Archibald , bei ng first duly sworn , on his oath , 

s ays : 

That he is engaged in operating a coa l mire about three 

miles west of tbe to wn of McAlester , in t he Choctaw :Nation , Indian 

Terri t ory , known as the Archibald Coal & Mi n i ng Co . That the 

amount of c oal produced and shippe d from said mine during the 

pe riod from January lst , l899 , to April 30th, l 89 9 ,. "ITas as f ollows : 

In J anuary , 1899 . . . . . 239 tons screened coa l , 

I n February , l899 ••••• ~ ····· 715 tons screened coal , 

I n ·Tarch , 189 9 , •••••.. • .•••• 737 t 11>Il$ screened coa l , 

In Apr i 1 , 18 9 9 , ••••••••••••• 531 tons sc r eened coa l , 

Total, •........ ........•.•. 2222 tons screened coa l , royalt 

t he [.'220 . 20 re on . •••.•.•••.••....•.... • · · · · · • • • • .. · • • • · · · · · · · · • · · · 'i1 

That t he ab ove a nd forego i r g quantity of coal i s t he 

tot a l amount p ut out from said mire dUTi:ng t he :r:;eriod stated , and 

t hat the tot al amount of roya lt y due thereon is t ~l o hundred and 

t went y t wo and 20/100 dollars {$220 . 20) . 

Thomas Arch i bald . 

Subscribed and sworn to b efor e me on t h is 18th day of 1 ay , 1899 , 

in trip l i c a te . 

Fr ank Smith . 
Nota ry Pub 1 ic for t he Cen tral 
District of t he Indian Terr i tory . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 98 Received May 20 , 1899 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent , us cogee , Ind . Ter. Sworn statement a ccompanying remit-
tance of Ar ch i bald c. and n . c o . McAlester, I . T . for mont h of' J any . 
Feby,Mar. and April,l899 amount .,?222 . 20----
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E S OF 
& K E 1 L Y. 
R v _E B u I 1 D I T G. 

Cleveland, o. . ay 19 , 1 6 9 • 

Hoh. J. George ~ right , 

United tate s Indian Inspector , 

usko ee , Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir :-

I s end you by express t he 28 le as es to t he Sans Bois 

Coal Company , executed in quadruplica te , all of which have 

been duly e xecuted by t he 3ans Bois oal Co . pursuant to 

authorit y , certif i cate of which is anre xed to each co py , a nd 

each of the or i g i na l l eases b eari ng a pl revenue stamp duly 

canceled.( S i c) . 

I also enclose here with t h e bond , in the sum of v75 , 000 , 

with four sureties , dul y exe cuted , and approved by J udge Ricks , 

of the Federa l Court for this District , and be ari ng 5 cent s 

revenue stamp , du ly canceled . )Sic) The f our sureties ha ve 

qualified in the total sum somewhat more than double the pen-

alty of t he bond . s , however , Judge Ricks ma de hi mself ac -

quainted wi th the cha r acter o the s ureti es , I take it hi s 

approval settles the quest ion of suff iciency . 

I am ob liged to return home before remitt i ng you draft 

for the roy~ lty for the first year , amounting to v 2 , 800 ; but 

I return home to ni gh t and will forward draft to you f rom 

home on l:ionday. 

1101 

Very respe ctfully yours , 
Geo . I: ayden 

Tee as . 
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(Endorsed) Union genc y # 110 1 Received . ay 83 , 1 8 9 9 Off i ce 
of u.s. I ndi an I ns pe ctor for Indi an Terr i tory . Cle veland , h i o . 

ay 19, 189 9. Geo. I ayden . Ishpen i ng , L i chigan. "7n clo ses bo nd 
herewith, and sends Sans Boi s oal Co ' s . 28 lease s, executed , 
by express will r emit advan ced ro ya lty f rom Ishpening . 



5/20/99 

THE IEGT~RN UNIO TElE GRAPH 

RECEIV.J:D at 

1 3 . F . H. Mc ••••••• 22paid •••••• 427p . m. 

Cle ve1and, Ohio , May 19- 99 J . George ri ght , 

Inspe ctor , 

rv1us kogee , I • T. 

Sans Bois Companys 1eses {S ic) fully executed together with 
Bond executed and approved by Federal J udge will be i mmedi ately 
forwarded you by express . 

G . E • Hay den. . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ~o .l074 eceived day 20 , 1899 ffice of 
U.S.Indian I nspector for I ndian Territory . Cleveland , Obio , Iihay 
19,1899.Geo . Hayden .---- xecut ed Je. ases for ·larded bye ~press .----



T 0 K .. B T I .::3 T c D 1 ~i Y. 

TOK· . I . T. Way 23 , 1899 . 

Hon. J . George .1r i gh t ,­

De ar 0 ir : 

Yo ,rs of t he 22nd is a t hand . The a ct of la s t 

Oc t ober Council covered b y the warrant \h ich ha s already gone 

to . ashington , The act of t he Call ed Council wa s d i s approved 

by the r esiden t , but indic ates p lainly t he ~ ill of t he Choc­

taw peopl e \ i th resp ect to our ork . .~ hic h act do you i sh 

me to se cu:·e a certif i ed copy of ? The first see s to be used 

up or c overed b y t he warrant already sent i n . 

whole 

edict. 

I suppos ed that s ince the last act wa s disapproved , the 

atter ould depend upon t he reco end a t ion of 'up t . Ben­

I have a letter from h i m in 'hich he says , " I de a 

report some ti e ago to t e ue cy . of the nterior re co ending 

that you be paid for t he l as t half of the ye r , and that your 

contract be renewed f or another yea r . ' 

Ple ase do not thi k that am wishi ng to tak e a dif ­

ferent course f rom that i ndicated in the papers sent . The 

papers you sent 

co pletely th a t 

eon !arch 22 , see ed t o cover the case so 

f ill ed out t he one sho i ng the i ndeb tedness 

of the Tat i on to s lef , a l so t he one for the J oar d of Educ c. ­

t1on, and ha d Gov . 'cCurt a in a11. d t he -.:embers of t he Bca rd 

1104 
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who were present to sign i t a nd send it on for t he o t he r 

members to sign . ·s I remember it , the paper s are almost i f 

not quite wor d f or word a lik e . You probably ha ve a co py o f 

those sent in rra rch . Pl ease te ll e if I shall start t hroe 

· 227 

received this morning , or va it for the return of those started 

at South l.~C.d.l ester " ay 9th . 

Res pectfull y , 

E ; . Rishel 

{ ndorsed) Union n.gency .~ 1104 Received I.Iay 24 , 18 9 . f f ice 
of U.S. Indian Inspector f or ndian merr i tory . to ka , I . T . 
May 23, 1 89 9 . 1' . • Ri shel . el at i ve to pay for h is l ast half 
session. 
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r cAlester , I . T., ].ay 23 , 1899 . 

Mr . J . Geo . ri g ht , 

U. . Indian I nspe ctor , 

1 uskogee ,I . T . 

Dear S ir : 

This w i ll ackno wledge receipt of your letter of t h e 

22nd i nstant , enclosing one f ro m Governor ~ c C ur tai n r el a t i ve to 

t he appl ication of Dr . Bond to operate a lime k iln • 

I an e:xp ecting • Burris at too general offic e next 

Monday , and m Will t hen t ake up t re matter of t he r oyalty on 

these different kinds of mineral.s , arid will rep ort t he sarre to you . 

Yours t ruly , 

. B. i ns ~orth , 

rus tee . 

(Endorse d ) Unio n Agency r o . ll09 eceived ay 2 4 , 1899 Offi ce of 
U. S . Indian Inspector f or I ndian Terri tory. cAl ester , I . T., May 23 , 
1899 . N. B. Ains worth , Trustee .---- ck n owledges lette r r el ative to 
l illJIJ kiln. ----



LA f OFF! CE OF 

GEORGE HAYDEN 
Ishpeming , Mich . 

Hon. J. George .ri ght , 

u. s . Indi an Inspe ctor , 

Mus cog e e , I • T • 

Dear Sir:-

ay 24, 1899 . 

I enclose herewith draf t of Ishpeming at i onal Bank , 

payable to yo'lE order, fo r 2800 to pay first year ' s minimum 

ro ya lty on t he 28 l eases of the Sans Bois Coal Company . 

Yours respe ctfully , 

G. 1 . Hayden 

Treasurer ans Bois Coal Company . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy o.ll 34 Re ceived ay 26 , 1899 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Ishpeming , Michigan . 
May 24 , 1899. George Hayden .---- ends check for ~2800 advanced 
royalty .----



ST ~ F r~rss URI ) 
) ss . 

CITY OF ST . LOUI } 

5/24/99 

'f • • He a th , of l a\"Vful a ge being duly s worn , c ert i fies th a t 

he i s Sec r etary and Treas r e r of t h e ~ansas & Texas Coal Company , 

a cor por ati on organized under t ~ laYs af tm State of .:is so ur i 

(with general office a t S t . Louis , Mo . ) , and ope r ating co a l mine s 

in t he Choctaw Na tion, Indi an Terri tory , and does further certify 

t hat t he follovring is a true rep ort a s t aken from t he records 

or s a id c ompany in t l~ Chocta Na t i on during the month of Apri l 

1899 t hat i s subje ct to a ro lty of ten cents per ton under t he 

terms of i ts contract u ith the Cho c t aw N t i on dated Uarch 27 , 

1895 , to - wit : 

.:,rom rUne l'ro . 52 Coorryv e , Ind . Ter . 929 to ns at 10 ¢ ~?92 . 90 

tt " tt 2 Kr ebs , " tt 76 " n 10¢ 7 . 60 

" St r i p P it near c~ rryvale , I . T . 280 tf " 10¢ 28 . 00 

" .Jim Fork , I nd • Te r • 1 393 " " 10 ¢ 1 39 . 30 
~; 267 .so 

. B. Hass . 

Subsc r i bed a nd s .:rorn to before me a rotary Pub lic rithin and for 
s a id Cit y a nd ~ tate i n dup lic ate this 24 t h d y of ~ ay . D. l 899 . 

James J oMc Donald 
"'"ot a ry ublic . 

My commis si on e:xp ire s on too June 16 , 1900 . 

{Endorsed ) Un ion Agen cy o . l03 e ceive d ~ay 25 , 1899 Office of 
u . S . I ndi an 1gent , lus c ogee , Ind . Ter . s rorn stat em~nt accompanyi ng 
r e mittance of Kansas and Texas Coal Co . s t . Louls , Mo for month 
of April , l 899 amount .. 26 7 . 80----



WHEELOCK S , I If Y, 
• v • .appleton , Supt . 

Ur . J . D. Bene dire t , 

Mu scogee , I . T. 

De a r ir:-

Garv in , I . T., Yay 27, 1899 . 

1 e are now owing Barry Bros . o f Clarksville , Tex . 

1 08 . 6? now due . . I promised to pay the m in 3 0 days and 

hence bought a t cash pr i ces . 

I en close you a reply to my letter writ t en t hem a f ew 

days ago . ·r regret to think that I am f orced to embarra ss you 

and Mr. ·,1 right wi th th i s mat t er , but a m comp elled to ha ve 

some reli ef . 

le ase sp eak to ~· r . ·: right at once reg r ding our need s 

here , and I feel con f ident he will t ak e a ction in t h is ma tt er . 

~l . H. .ti.pple to n . 

.. 3 \ 

(Endorsed) Union 1l.gency # 1170 Re ceived jay 3 1 , 189 . Off ice 
of Indian Inspector (U . S . ) for Indian Territory . .7 . · • .n.ppl e­
ton, Supt. Choctaw Fema le r phan 1 cademy to ~up t . J • • Benedict 
~ay 27 , 1899 . Concerning f inancial needs of s chool . nespect -
fully r eferred to I n s pe c tv111 /right J . D. Bene diet , Suprt . 



RY V. LUDLUM': M. D. 

Hen. J. George .'right . 

Dear ir: 

ans Bois , I nd . Tc r . 
1 ay 2 9 , 18 9 9 • 

e th undersi gned physici an s of 'anbo is Co unty having 

been appoint ed a co mmi ttee of t h e h ol e , wi sh to expr e ss our h i gh 

appreci ati on af the fair nes s an d i mpartiality of t he Chaeta 'l 

Medical Board hich held the ir s e ssi on a t uanbois , I . T., 1ay 

27, 1899. 7e also pledge our s el ves to uphold t hem in any 

endeavor t o elevat th standard of . e d ical educa t i on i n t he 

terri tory . e furthermore petition t hat e ma y be protected 

in our ri ghts as r cognized physicians agai ns t t hooo who r e f us e 

to comply with the la~ r egulati ng the pr a ctic e of 1edici ne in 

said Terri tory . 

i gned Henry V. Ludlum , . D. 

James C . Ruml e , ] . D. 

J ohn • Lawson , . D. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agen cy o .ll51 e cei ved 1 ay 3J ,1899 Office of 
U.S.Indian I nspe c tor for I ndi an Territory . ans Bo i s , I . T., ay 29 , 
lB99.Dr.Henry v. Ludlum , and others .----Approves conduct a nd 
methods or the Choctaw ed ical Board , tc .----



EX E C U T_I V OFFIC , C C T I Nat ion . 

Green ·c urt a in, rinci pa l Chief . 

an ois , I •• 

Hon . J . Geo • . Jrigh t , 

U •• · ndian Ins pe ctor , 

·.uscogee , Ind. er . 

Sir : 

a 3 , 189 • 

Yours of the 27th ins tant to hand , and contents care ­

fully noted . ·nd that you say , that it has recently been repre ­

sented to you t h at the present oard of . edic al (xaminer s do not 

comp ly strictly wit h the l aws as set _·fo.r th in the la s of the 

Choct aw -ation of 1894 , page 23 and 2o6 , bu t in some cases ~he re 

physicians ap pear before them and are unable to pass t he required 

examination , that they gi ve them t o years time to p~ e pare f or 

such exami at ion , and a llo 'v them to practice edic ina in the 

meanti e , in the Indian Ter r i t ory . ~.. lso , th tl. t f requently some 

one of the Boa rd ac ting a lo e g i ves a certificate to pr act ice 

without t he approyal of the other members . 

ow I will say the a ove ta te ent is not true , from the 

very fact that the Board is not allo ed t o hand out cer t i f ic a tes 

ithou t my endorsement thereon . a ch physician examined by the 

Board are refer r ed t o this office separate l y f or inspection , as 

to their character and standi ng . ..~.nd upon examination I find no 

charges have been perferred (Sic) agains t such physician , as to 

his character and st< nding ; then I endor-s e the certif icate , and 
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then it i s pass ed over to the physi ci an app lying fQD same . no 

certif icate is allowed t o the phys ic i an without my approv al . 

The Boa rd of '.!edic a l ~xaminers ha ve reco nended t o me J:~w enty­

one phys i c i ans to be allowed to practice ne dici ne here , s ome fo r 

one year and some for t wo years , for '<Jh ic h , I could no t f ind any 

au t hority for granting such privi l ege . 

o I refuse to grant them the privilege re quested of _me 

by the BXJar d . nd there is no such certi f ica te s out a s repre -

sented to you , and I will as s ure you that there will be no gr ant -

ing of t wo years privileges to practi ce medici ne ever passed this 

o fice a s long a s I am here . s in t hat length of time if we 

allmw these quacks to practice on the people I mi ght accidently 

fall as one of the ir victoms . 

And t he Board will be i nstruct ed to be in body bef ore 

they can pass on any appmicant who wish es t o practice medicine in 

the Choc taw ation . I do not know that any member ha s been 

acting alo ne i n examining any appli cant , i f such has been done , 

I am no t aware of such . 

Very res pect f ully , 

Green 'cCurta in , 
ri nciiia l h ie f . 

(Endorsed ) Un ion gency # 11 76 Received Jun . 1 , 1899 • . ffice 
of u.s . Indian Inspe ctor for Ind i an err i tory . Sans Bo1s , I •• 
May 30 , 1 89 9 . Green ~ c Cur ta in, ri n . C' i ef . Re lati ve t o exam­
ination o f phys ici a ns by edica l Board . 



DE P A T M E r T OF TI r I N T 

U. S . INDL N SERV I CE . 

R I • 

OFFICE OF SUPE I ND NT F ' CHOOLS F R IIID I 1 'J TERRITOR . • 

'uscogee , nd. Ter . 

ay 31 , 1899 . 

Hon . J . Geo . ~~ right 

U. S. Indi an Inspe ctor 

City , Dear Sir : 

I en close herewith a letter from , . I . ppleton , 3upt . 

of t he Choc taw _, emale r phan .L caderny at Gar vi n , p . . Indian 

Territor y , and a letter from t he f'irr.J. wh ich has bee n furn ishing 

prov isi ons e tc . t o tha t schoo l f or the pa s t year . 

On or about .Iarch l Oth l as t , the hoctaw Board of Edu­

cation reli e ved E. H. Nilson , and Indian , (who he a been supt . 

of ·~hee lo ck Or phan cademy for son e ye ars back) for i ncompe -

tency and n egl e ct, and put Mr . .ti.p:bJ l eton and h i s wi fe in charge 

of this Orphan Schoo l . Previous to tha t t i me ~~:r . · pp leton ha d 

been teachi ng in the boarding s chools of the Choctaw Na tion , 

but has no t re c e i ved any money for hi s servi ce for more than 

a year . l as t pas t . Si nc e ar ch l ast he has f urn i shed pnovisions 

and clothi ng for the for t y orphuns (girls) now under his charge , 

He has us e d hi s ovn private f unds for thi s purpos e , and not 

having been ab l e to get h i s s choo l v1arra nt s paid , he is now 

in qui t e an embarra ss ing f i nanci al cond i t i on . 

The firm of 3ar ry Bro s . of Cl ar ksvil le , Texas , has been 

turnishing this s chool \l i th pr ovisi ons , on cr6 di t , for the pas t 
70 
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year, and no w r efuse t extend its credit longer . ~r: . _ pp le -

ton and h i s wi fe are ~hit e people , ~o hav e t e elfare of 

these orphan g irls sincerely a t heart . I visited their s choo l 

on the 13th of l as t mo nth and fo und it in excellent \,orking 

condition . hese or pha n g irls have no homes and mus t be fe d 

and clothed in this chool . 

I s i ncerely hop e tha t you may be able to devise some 

place by which to furn ish r~ . Appleton some imme di ate f i na nci a l 

relie f . 

I mi ght a dd that t he ho ota :;a l e r phan .. cademy a t 

arms t rong , I . • under charge o f T. • Hunt er , i s i n a simi l or 

co nd i t i on , and nee ds some f i nanc i al a ssist an ce . 

espect~ull y submit ted . 

John • Benedict . 
Sup t . of chools in I •• 

1170 
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Mr. Tandy Fol som, 

U. S . I ndi an Police , 

Durant , I . T . 

Dear S ir:-

Union ge ne , 

_us cogee , I . T., June 2nd , l 899 . 

Encl ose d here it h is .., letter from T . B. murnbull of Caddo , 

I . T., i n uhi c h he complains of some intermarried citizens ving 

large pa sture s . ith ver fe. gates , and al EO that these pastures 

are stoc ked it h Texas c attle shipped in recently . 

You i ll please i esti gate t is matter and report to t.h. is 

office t he names of t e parties shipping Texas c att le i n vio l a ­

tion of t~ l a , also any otmr informati on you can obta in in 

regard to the matter , sot t appropria te acti on rray be taken. 

Return e nc l osed le tte r . 

Approve d: 

J . Ge o. J:tigh t , 

U. S . I nd i an Inspe c tor . 

ery respect lly , 

J ~ Blair Shoe nfe lt , 

U. S . Indian Agent . 

(Endorse d ) Un ion Agenqr Pr ess Book o . 2 Let t er 483 . ~uskogee ~ Okla . 



Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., June 6th , 1899. 

Mr. L. J. Smythe , 

Calvin, I.T. 

Dear Sir: -

I am in receipt of your letter of t he 5th instant, in 

which you state that there is same royalty due the Choct w 

Nation from you for wood shipped last year , and you ask to 

whom must you pay it. 

In reply I have to inf orm you t hat you should corr esp-

ond with Hon . Green McCurtain , Princ i pa l Chief Choctaw Nation , 

relative to this matter . 

Very respect~lly, 

J. Blair Shoenfelt 
u.s. Indian gent . 

Approved: 

J. Geo. rri8ht 
u. s . Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklaho ma , Press Book, # 3 
Letter, # 24. 



Union gency 

~uscogee , t.T. June 6th , 1899. 

Mr. A. J. Doolen, 

Indianola, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

Replying to yours of the lst instant, I ha ve to inform 

you that you can ~old cattle on land leased f rom a citizen who 

holds said land for his allotment ; but it is against the law 

to hold said cattle on the public domain. You will , accordi ng­

ly inform this office as to whether or not your cattle are on 

the public domain . 

Very respectfully , 

Approved: 

J. Geo. Wright. 

J. Blair Shoenfelt , 

u.s . I nd i an 1gent . 

u.s. Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma , Press Book # 3 , 
Letter # 26. 



F . 

D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

ashington . 

The President, 

Sir: 

June 7 , 1899 . 

I have the honor to submit herewith for executive 

action, under the provisions of the agreement set out in sec ­

tion 29 of the Act of Congress approved June 28 , 1898, (30 St a ts . 

495), Bill No . 20 , Choctaw Nation , be ing "an Act Re gula ting the 

Granting 0f Permits to Non- citizen Farmers and Common Labor s . n 

Section 1 of said act provide s that citizens of the Choct aw 

Nation employing non-citizens as farmer s or renters must duly 

obtain a permit f or each farmer or renter so employed , and shall 

pay therefor the sum of five dollars to the Sheriff , one dollar 

of which shall go to him for his services , and fi ft y cents to 

the County Clerk. 

Section 2 provides that the rema inder of the tax , ($3 . 50) , 

shall be paid in to the County Treasurer for County purposes . 

section 3 provides that a ny citizens employing a non- citizen 

to work for him as a hired hand shall pa y to the Sheriff two 

dollars and fifty cents f or each non- citizen so employed , and the 

Sheriff is a llowed to reta in ten per cent . of al l II10neys thus 

paid to him, and is required to turn the rema inder into the 

County Treasury for County purposes . 

Section 4 provides tha t each citizen having non- cit i zens 

in his employ shall make application with in one month for a 

106 
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permit, as set out i n said a ct . 

Section 5 declares that any citizen violating the provi ­

sions of s a id act shall be deemed guilt y of a misdemeanor , and 

on conviction shall be f ined not less than t wenty- five dollars 

and not more t han fi f ty dollars . 

Section 6 de clares that the cost s of prosecution and col ­

lection of judgments· under said act shall be by execut ion in 

accordance Wi t h the 1 aw he ret of ore existing defining e cempt ions . 

The Unit ed States Indian Inspector for the Indian Territory 

in forwarding said Act , stat e s tha t · the t ax t here in provided f or 

is the same as a t present prescribed in the Choct aw laws , the 

only materia l c hange being in t he puni shment of offenders ; that 

under the present triba l liaw, (Section 3 of the law of 1897) , 

1 t is d e c l a red :. 

"that upon t he failure of said offenders to pay their f ines , 
they shall ea ch re ceive not less than fifteen nor more than 
thirty-nine lea s hes on his bare back , and be discharged fr om 
further obliga ti on i n t hat particular case . " 

The present act pre s cribes a p enalty of "not less than twenty­

five dollar s and no mo r e than f i fty dolla r s . " 

The Unite d States I nd i an Inspector recommends the app rova l 

ot said act, a lt hough , in his judgment , "it would be extremely 

desirable i f the tri bal laws a nd governments of these Nations 

eould be eliminated a t an early date . " 

The Acting Cormni s s ioner of Ind i an Affa i rs , in transmitting 

I 
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said act, states= • 
"The office does not see anything objectionable 

in the Act above mentioned , and therefore concurs in Inspector 

Wr.ight 's recommendation for it s approval . n 

Under the provisions of said Section 29 , the tribal govern­

ment of the Choctaw Nat ion is continued f or a period of ei ght 

years, except as modified t herein , and , while this ermit tax . 

is much l arger than that prescribed by the Chickasaw l aw, ye t 

since the disapproval of said act woul d leave the t ax at preci se ­

ly the s ame rate and with the ob je ctionable fea t ure r elat ive to 

punishment, the Department is disposed to concur i n the recom­

mendations of the Inspector and Acting Commissioner . I have , 

therefore, to request that sa i d act be appr oved . 

1nelosed herewith you will f ind a co py of the report of the 

Acting Commissioner, together with the letter f rom sa id United 

States Indian Inspector. 

Ind. Ter.Div. 
1608-99. 

3 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 206 . Received Jun . 17, 18 99 . Office 
o:f' U~S. Indian Inspector for Indian Te rritory. ashington ~ June 1 2 , 
1899. secretary--- ·· Returns Choctaw Act relative to perm1ts , ap roved 



Dr. H. L. Dalby, 

Wilburton, I • T. 

Dear Sir:-

Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., June 7th, 1899. 

I ~ in receipt of yours of the 6th instant , in which 

you state that you cannot aff ord to pay the required w25 . 00 for 

examination before the Choctaw ffedical Board . 

In reply I have to state that unless you appe ar before 

said Board you will either hav e to qui t t he practice of medicine 

entirely or leave the Territory, as t hi s office mus t enforce 

the laws. 

Very respectfully, 

J. Blai± Shoenfelt . 

u.s . I ndi an Agent . 

Approved: 

J.Geo. i'fright. 

u.s. Indtan Inspector 

(Endorsed) Union/Agency, Muskogee , Oklahoma , Press Book , # 3 , 
Letter # 29. 



Union Agency 

Muscogee , I . T. June 8th , 1899 . 

Mr. Robt. Hall,. 

Wilburton , I . T. 

Dear Sir:-

Your letter o f the 2nd instant has been received , in whi ch 

you require information in reference to royalty on hay . You state 

that you have rented a hay pasture from a citizen in the Choctaw 

Nation and desi re information as to who should pay the royalty . 

You are informed that section 2 of the act of November 1892 

of the general co uncil of the Choctaw Nation , requires that from 

and after the passage of said act, a royalty of 50¢ per ton is 

levied en all prairie or wild grass cut for sale or barter , whether 

~pon the public domain or within a citizen ' s enclosure . You 

should pay that royalty to the sheriff before shipping or dis ­

posing of it. A citizen will not be required to pay the royalty 

on hay and grass cut for his own use . 

Very respectfully, 

J . Blair Shoanfelt, 

U. S. Indian Agent .• 

ApprOVJed: 

J. Geo. "fright. 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

( ~nd or sed) Union Agency, Muskogee , Oklahoma , Press Book ;¥ 3 , 
Letter # 50. 



Dr . J . ' . Jic Cle nd on , 

Atoka, I . T . 

Dear S ir :-

Union gency , 

"'us c ogee , I . T., J·une 8 t h , l 899 . 

'hen you were here a fe' days g o you st c~ ted you vrould send 

a list of re ·e c ted ph s ic ians , but up t o date said list has no t 

been receive d . 

This mor n ing I am in r e ceipt of a list of physici ans prac t ic-

i ng medicine in t he Chae ta t i on ' ithout lic ense , signed by 

Gov . 1icCur t in , dated the 29t of May but mailed a t taka on 

June 7th • 

.Among t hese n mes I find the.t of Dr . Uo lin of Brooken , 

from whom I re ceived a letter stating he 'as Hilling to meet the 

board but a d rece i ved no notice , and had written t he med ic a l 

board asking rhe re he c ould meet them . 

I also notice tbe n e of Dr . Frederi ck of Sp iro . on IEay 

17th Gov • .. ~ccurtain re uested us to dr p the name of Dr . ·:.c. 

Frederick of Sp i ro , from t he list . 

Please infor m me if t h is is the list of rejected names , and 

would also sugge st t ha t you send t he names of those .ho pass the 

examination in order t hat t heir 

Approved; J . Geo . .. right , 
U. S .Indian Inspector . 

names can be taken from the list . 
Very res J:e c tfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 
U. S . Indian Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No . 3 Lette r 43 . I1uskogee ,Okla. 



Mr. W. P . Claypool , 

Ui tea, I . T. 

Dear Sir:-

Union gency , 
Muscogee , I . T., June lOth , 1899 . 

In reply to your letter of the 8th instant , I have to 

info nn you that a con tract can be made for one year only with 

a citizen of the Choctaw Nation . 

In answer to your question as to whether the nation can 

collect one dollar per head on milk cattle, section 3of the laws 

of the Choctaw Nation , States: 

"No non- citizens shall be allowed to own , control , or hold 

any stock, of any kind , within the limits of the Choctaw Nation , 

except they may be under permit according to the laws of said 

nation, and then only so much as may be necessary for their own 

use and family consumption , not to exceed ten he ad o f cattle in 

all; team necessary for the cultivation of the 1 and they may h ave 

rented, or to carry on their particular business for which they 

may have permits : and such other stock as may be kept in an 

enclosure." 

Very respectfully, 

J . Blair Shoenfelt . 
u.s. Indian gent . 

Approved: 
J. Geo. right. 

u.s. Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union gency , Press Book # 3 , Letter , # 72 . 1uskogee . 



•. • E • . ;alverton , 

Hartshor ne , I . T . 

Dear S ir:-

union gen cy ' 

1 us c og e e , I • T • , June 14 th , 18 9 9 • 

Your letter of t he 16 th has bee n. re ce i ved , in r.rh ic you 

state t hc t you are a graduate from t :_e Independent Ledica l 

College of Chic ago and t' ·=~. t you are on i nv o.lid and have not ,, alked 

for ove r 11 years , and that you.r practice does not amount to 

~~25.00 per year . You further state that you ou Ght not to be 

require d to pay t~ fee of ; 25 . 00 to the ~xamining Board . 

All of you statements are n o doubt true , but t i1 is offi ce c&n-

not change t he Choc tav7 1 .1 to fit rour case . The Ja u creating 

and authoriz i ng t he medi cal b oard to r e quire all non - citizens to 

appear be f ore s r.:. i d board , declares -

"That t h e rin cipal Chief is autl1ori zed and . requi red to appoint 

a board of physici ans to co n sist of three persons of t 1e Cho ctar 

Nation who a r e re gul ar gradun tes o f s orne Hell kno n college , and 

residents of s a i d na tion , uhose dut y it is to examine all persons 

not citizens of t h i s n- t i on , :rho have loc ated or may locate 

hereafter wit hi n t he l i mits of said nati on for t he pu ose of 

practicing ~edicine . 

"Any perso n desiring t o c ome be f ore t he boc.rd for examinu.tion , 

shall make app lic ati on i n · r i t i ng to sai d board und shall accom­

pany said applicati on vJi th suff ic ient reference o f h is or her 

moral character of fo u r or mor e ~ itizens o f the nat i on of -ood 

tanding, to whom t ll3 applic an t is J:rJlo m. The fee for t ~1e exami na-

~~rn~·•ss book no . 3 letter 110 .--
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tion of e a ch applic an t shal l be ~25 . 00, and in default of payment 

the board is not required to make the examination . n 

It wou ld there ore seem to me tha t in order for you to continue 

in the pr a c t i ce of medici ne , even t~ough you only do an office 

practice, it Hill be bsolutely necessary f or you to compl y ith 

the provisi ons of the abo e law relating to t he p ractice of 

medicine wi thin the limi ts of t h e Choctaw Nation. 

I am sor r y that I c annot e xtend t o you any encouragement , 

and realize that it rv ill no doubt be a gr eat hardship to you t o 

have ·to comp l y with the la w in your present f i nanci a l and crip­

pled condition . I would sugge st t hat you vri te to t he medica l 

board and e xpla in t o them fully your condition , t ha t you c annot 

take t he e xami nati on and that you have g i en up the practic e of 

medicine. 

Very respectfully , 

J . Bl a ir Shoenfel t 

U . . Indi n Agent . 

Approv e d: 

J .Geo. 'r ight , 

U •• I ndi an Inspector . 

(:Indorsed) Union Age ncy :Rre s s Book .r o. 3 Let t er l l O. Muskogee , kla . 



Union gency , 

: uscogee , I •• , J une 14th , l 8 99 . 

Hon . Green ~ccurta in , 

Prin. Chief C oc t aw ~a ti on , 

3an s Bo i s , I . T . 

Dear S ir:-

I here.· i t en cl os e a l e tte r f r om r . Call ote au I m . ' ' . . ' 
stating that t he reason he d i d not comply i th t he la ; and make 

application for examination , t a t he i s a student o f t he Home ­

opathic School of Hedicine and t ha t t he membe s of t he Board 

consist of t h e lop a t h ic 3 chool , and 1e co uld not see ho t e y 

could give him an e xami na ti on . 

I uould sugg st t a t t h i s lette r be for ~arde d to t he medi c a l 

examining bo ard , i t h t be re ue t that they noti :' Dr . Call c. t 

r1hat place they ;vi l l me e t and t at he be i e n an examina t i on 

as re quired by l aw . The Je 1 doe s no t ma_e ~ny dis t i c t i on , 

and it would seem to be t he duty of t e e- ami n i n b ocrd to e 

ualified to exami ne ~r . a ll if he pr esents l i self f or ex~ina-

tion , and i f he s 1ould p ass s a ti sfactor e:;: '"' i na tion as a --ome -

opathic p'1:rs ician , he s~1ould e Gr ant e a e. perm it t o r ccti ce medi-

cine within the Choc t aw ati on . 

Approved: 
U.S.Indian Inspector . 

er respectfull , 
J . lair S oenfelt , 

· . s . Ind i an e t . 

(Ind. or sed) Union ency Press Book No • 3 Let t er 109 • .~..us rogee , l L: . 



Union .Agency , 

Muscogee, I . T., June 14th , 1899. 

Hon. Green McCurt a in, 

Prin. Chief Choc taw Nation. 

Sana Bois, I . T. 

Dear Sir:-

I herewith enclose a letter f~om Dr . A. Call , Poteau , 

I.T., st ating tha t the reason he did not comply with the law and 

make applicat ion for examination , that he is a student of the 

Homeopathic School of Medicine and that the members of the Board 

consist of the Alopathic School , and he could not see how they 

could give htm an examination . 

I would suggest that this letter be forwarded to the 

medical examining board , with the request that they notify Dr . 

Call at what place they will meet and that he be given an exam­

ination as required by law . The law does not make any distinc­

tion, and it would seem to be the duty of t he examining board 

to ·be qualified to examine Dr . Call if he presents himself for 

examination, and if he should pass a satisfactory examination as 

a Homeopathic physician, he should be granted a permit to prac­

tice medicine within the Choctaw Nat ion. 

Very respec tfully , 

J . Bl air Shoenfelt . 
u.s . Indian Agent . 

Approved: 
J. Geo. ~Vr ight. 

u.s. Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency Press Book # 3 , Letter # 109 . Musko~e. 
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Union goncy , 

Jus co gee , I • T • , 

June 17th , 1899 . 

Mr . Bent Ray , 

Atolta , ! . T . 

Sir :-

Complaint i s rmde to t h is office that ou have fenced a pas ­

ture t 1· o and one ha lf miles long east and He~ t ; one and one hall 

miles vride , north and south , · closi nc. up the publ ic road entirely 

leadi .lg from tbe T . B. Turnbull settlanent to Caddo . 

You are hereby noti f i ed to rms ·rer sa id complaint ';:ithin ten 

days , end sho·1 cause why s a id fence should not e ta_'"en dov11 and 

proper action taken agai nst you for t he clos i ng of a public road . 

Your fa ilure to answer t h is charge \; i l l put yo u i n con t emp t 

of this agency, and t he reby c ause i mmediate action to be taken 

against you . 

Approved ; 

J . Geo . iri :>ht , 

Very r espectfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfelt . 

U •• I nd i aL gent . 

u . s . I nd i an I nspe ctor . 

Tandy Folsom, u . s . I nd ian Police , is authorize d to serve ~ is 
notice on you . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency Press Book Jo . 3 Letter 159 . Juskogee , Okla . 

S/ 



Uni on Agenc , 

us co gee , I . T., June 17th , 1899 . 

Hon . Green 'IcCurt a in , 

Pri n . Ch i ef , Chaetal ati on , 

... ans Bo is , I • T • 

Dea r .S ir :-

Dr . -,pp ler o f Cart ersvi lle , c a l led a t this offi ce a f e days 

ago a nd ma de i nqui r i e s as to the xa~ go e r n i ng t he prac ti c e of 

medicine in t he Choct aw Tati on . 

He i nfor ms e tha t be .b~ s not g iven h i s at t ent i on to the 

practice of surgery and he does not think he could stand exam-

ination i n s urger and physiology , but that he bt: s been in the 

practice of medi cine for some t ;enty odd ears . 

Dr . ~ ppler s eems t o b e a man of educ t i on and refi nement and 

I believe t he gen t leman in ever respe c t . He carries :ith him 

very h i gh r e comme nd a tions as t o his qualif i cat i ons and suc cess 

as a physic i an a nd a man of good moral character - ouns com i derab l e 

property in t he Choc t aw N t i on and has at all t ime s complied rith 

the l a 1s and as pa i d his tax. I am f urther infor med by Col . 

D. r • · -isdom, t hat he has kno m Dr . Epp l e r f or a g r eat many ears 

and that he kno 7 t he Do ctor 1as been ve r y s u cce ssful i n t he pr a c-

tice of medicin e , a n d has in e ar s Bone b y , a t t ende d p rof ess i onally , 

the f a mily a nd servants of Col . - i sdom. 

The Doctor , I under stand , is pe r fe ctly -i ll i ng to t ~e the 

medical examination a t some fu t ur e time a nd as ks t ' a t he be pe r ­

mitted to continue in the practice unti l he c an a s certa i n or e 

-press book no . 3 letter 169.--
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tully just what i s r equ i red by the :medic al board. I suggeste d 

to the Doctor that he c all upon you , and in t hat 'lay you wo uld be 

able to fo rm an opini on of the Doctor ' s educ a tion and r efi nement , 

and a pers onal int ervi e vv would be muc h more sati sfactory than to 

write you . I t hink Dr . Epp l e r ' s ca se should be c arefully 

considered and that he be a l l owed t o co ntinue in t he p ractice of' 

medicine until such time that he ·! aul d fee l justi fied in t . i ng 

the exami nat i on . He is undoubtedly rel l g_u lified a nd ell 

thought of in h i s comuu.ni ty in' hic h he r esides , a s a phys ici a n , 

and his peopl e among hom he practices h is professi on have co nf i -

dance in h i m. rrha t Tiould seem to be an indic a tion alm of his 

professional abi lity. 

I hop e t ha t you will g ive t he Doctor a hear i ng and take his 

case under favvrable consideration . 

Approve d : 

J . Geo • . lr i ght, 

u. s . Indi an Insp ector . 

Very r espe ctfully ,, 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 

U. S . Indian Agen t . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Pr ess Book No. 3 Let t e r 170 . Muskogee , Okla. 



Dr. J. A. Bro 7n , 

Albion, I . T . 

Dear S ir:-

Union '""ency , 

us cogee , I . T., JQne l9th , l 89 • 

Your Jette r of the 16th ins a nt is r e ceived in rh ich rou 

state t hat yo u canno t afford to ay for an examinat i on before the 

medical bo ard , and tha t af t er t he 20th of June you ill give up 

practicing medicine in the Choc ta 1 ati on and Je ave . 

In rep ly I have to inform you thc t unless you t ake t he exam­

ination, you Ti ll have to qui t the practice of medicim, , or t h is 

office rill be pu t to t be unpleasant duty of r emoving you from 

the country. 

Approved: 

Very respeatfully , 

J . Geo • .. 'right, 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 

U. S . Indi an Agent . 

U. S . Indi an Inspe ctor . 

• 

(Endorsed) Union Agency res s Book no. 3 Lette r 181 . , .. uskogee, la . 



Ron. Green 1· cCurtain , 

Prin.Chief Chocta 1 r ation , 

ans Bois , I • T. 

Sir:-

Union gency , 

.:us cogee , 1 . T., 

.June 19th , 18 9 . 

I am in receip t of several letters fro m va rious physic ians in 

t he 'hoctc.··· .. a tion , , .. o cl~ i m t ~'¥3 ~? have .uit t1 e p.J.. cti ce 01 

medicine . fh ile t~'l is m be a su b t er UGC on t:1eir l"'~:rt to 

evade the l n1 ; , nevert~.e le ss t he- co.nrot be forced t o t ake t'1e 

ex mina ti on end if t hey have quit the-n~ ccice -f ned.icine , in 

g ood f Eli th , t he snould be ~ llo-:·ed to rcnn, i r in t he C.1oc ·car 

ra tion by a conpl i ance .:i th its ot;1e r la .. s . In orde r , ho.e ·er 

to be sur e t .hc:::.t they ~ re i n g ood f e. i th in mak i Dg t.1e se state-

ments , I h a o ,. r i tten scvore l o=: the tod:Jy to furnish this o:::'<>ic e 

With aff i de vi ts f ro . t wo or t' ee re utE· lr citizens , to the . bo e 

effect c;.n no t made i n order to e eue the l a 'f . I he. '8 fu.r the r -

more advised them , t .J[l t shoulc. they continue tle ~r ctice of' 

medl. · t ' 11 b t to ,..,ve ~t" em r emov"!d .ni rom -:-:he '":ler-r-1·-c 1.ne , s ep s · n e a _;:en . .lQ. lAJ. - - - ~ 

tory •ithout furth er no tice . I ·.ri ll f or-:: d the _fidavits to 

you as they are sen t in , for your i nformeti on . 

hear from -ou on t is subject . 

Ver 'y respc ctfull , 

.... i ndly let 1..1e 

J . Bl ir,~~ocnfelt , 

• u • I d i ·- n ~ -e ~ t • 

~proved : 

J . Geo . 1r i cht, U. S . I nd.ic:;.n Insy,e c tor . 

sed) u · nlon ~gency Press Boo} 



6/20/99 

-:SOUTH'. 4'ST2RN CAL & IlPTIOV~.3rT CC_l'AlJY :­
Statemen t of t~ utput af Coal for t he .~onth o:f 

May , 1899 , 
Of t m co l mines operated by t m above Company a t its 

mines located a t and near Coal gate 

All Coal Produced :-

Total Amount in Tons 
' 

Choctaw .!.Ta ti on , ' 
I ndian Terri tory . 

pe r cont r a ct VTi t h .. ati anal .i gents , 

Total Amount at ten cents pe r to n , 

state of an sas , ) 
ss . 

County of La bette , ) 

' 1138 . 20 

113 . 82 

D. C • .felch , of l awful age , being first duly s "Crorn , upon 

his oath dep oses and sa:y-s , that he is t:~le Auditor ~ cE ._~1e .Sout h-

1estern Co 1 & Impr ovement Company , and as such keeps an ac curate 

account of t h e business of the Company , and of the output of coal 

of said Company at i ts mines located at and near Coalgate , Choc -
' 

ta\7 rTation , I ndian Terri tory , and t -1at he made the forego i ng stute­

roont of t he output of co '"' l for t.be nont h ending Eay 3l st , l899 , 

and t he above is a cor r ect stata:nen t of the output in t ons , 

together PT i th the amount of r oya lt y due on s arne , and further a f -

fiant sai th not . 

D. C • . elch . 

Sub scribed and s or n to before me t h is m day of June , 1899 . 

Otta L. Caldlell . 
Notary Iub lie • 

• 1y commission expires Jan .l5 , 190l . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency r o.l4 Re ceived Jun . 22 ,189 9 Of fic e of L • .S . 
Ind. ian Agent ,I:us c ogee , Ind • Ter. Sworn stat em en t a cc an :pan yi ng reni t­
tance of South !estern Coal an d Improvement Co . for month of 
ay 1899 amount :113 . 82----



Hon.Green McCurtain , 

Dear 

Prin . Chie f C oc ta r IJa t i on , 

.Sans Bois , I . T . 

J ir:-

Union Agenc , 

Mus cog e e ,. I • T • 

.June 20th , 1899 . 

Replyi ng to that portion of your letter dated the 17th 

i nstant, in \i hich you say th '"' t non- citizens .... re holdi ilg cattle 

in excess of t hat allo ·e d by your J.D. lvs and t a t r enters are no t 

allo 1ed to hold to exceed t en . ead of cattle ; t he, t no pr ovis ion 

is made for other non- citizens than far,ers or renters to hold 

any number of cattle in t he Choctaw Nati on ; th t you have received 

many compla i nts of non- citizens holding cattle large numbers , 

some a s high as 1500 , you are informed the· t if non- citizens are 

holding or intro duc i ng cat t le into the Chaeta i Nat ion :it out 

the consent of' sai d ~··a ti on , t.bat it is a direc t violat i on of Se c­

tion 2117 of the Re vis ed ::> tatut es of t he United 0tat e s , .hich 

declare s : 

"Every person · ho drives or other :O. se co nv eys a ny stock , 

horses, mules or cattle to range and f eed on any l nd belonging 

to any Indian or Indian tribe , iithout t he consent of suc h tribe , 

is liable to a penal ty of ne Dollar on each animal of such stock . " 

All persons holdi ng cattle in viola tion of tl~ ·bove provi­

sion should be reported to this office , giving names and residence 

ress book no . 3 lette r l 1 .--
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of parties, al so number and brands of cattle so held. 

Approved; 

J .Geo . ':'~'right , 

U.s . Indi an Inspe ctor . 

Very re~ec tfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 

U. S . Indian Agent . 

sed) Union Agency Press Book No. 3 Lette r 19l.Muskogee , kl n . 



H. ':" . Price, 

Dur ant, I . T. 

Dear .3 ir :-

Union .A.gency , 

·uscoge e , I . T ., 

June 20th , 189 • 

Your l et t e r of' t be 19 th ins t an t has been r e ceived , in ich 

you state t hat you arc not a physici an , t hat ·ou are an optician 

and t hat you ha ve pr es c ribed in a f e . cases for the ~ yes , but 

t.ha t you vrill conf'ire :~ou_ .'ark her eaf ter t o that of an optician . 

You are i nfor n:e d that it .ri 11 be necessary for 1rou to f urn· sh 

this office ::i th t he aff idavits of one or t ;o re pu t able citizens 

in your town t ha t you have ceased· t e prac t ic e of e dici ne in 

s ood faitl and that you are an optici an and devoting ·our entire 

time to the fitting of glasses for t.be eyes . You Ti ll send t~1ese 

affidavit s to t h i s offic e and same ill be for: rded to t he 

Principa l Chief of t he Choctau 1~ti on . 

Approved ; 

J . Geo • . .fright , 

u •• Indian Ins pector. 

Very r espectfully , 

J . Blair Shoen_ lt , 

U. S . Indian gen t . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book Vo. 3 Lette r 19'7 . I.Iusk ogoe , kla . 



Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I .T., June 20th, 1899. 

Hon. Green McCurtai n, 

Prin. Chief, Choctaw Nation, 

Sans Bois , I • T • 

Sir:-

Your letter of the 17th instant received in which you 

state that a great many non-citizens in the Choctaw Nation are 

engaged in the business of selling drugs and to that extent 

are licensed traders; but the idea seems to have grown up 

among the m that a license to sell drugs car r ies with it authority 

to practice medi ci ne with out further complaince with your laws o 

You call my attention to the fact that this idea is a mist aken 

one and that a permit must be had for each vocation. 

Due notice will b e taken of the above facts when the oc-

casion warrants it. I thank you for the information. 

Very r espectfully , 

J.Blair Shoenfelt , 

u.s. Indian gent . 

Approved: 

J.Geo. 1lright. 
u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency 'lress Book # 3 , Letter , # 195. :Muskogee. 



Dr • J . B. ~~·e ar , 

Pres . Fris c o Medic.al u OC ie t , 

P o t e a u , I • T • 

Dear Sir :-

Union Agency , 

I:"us c og e e , I • rl' . , 

une 21 s t , 18 9 a • 

, 

This offi ce i s in r e ceipt of co py of your reso l utions adopted 

at Pote au b y t he Frt sco r ed ical So ciety , of vh i ch rou are r es i ­

dent , i n hich you s ny t ha t many physicians have fa i led t o comp l y 

wit h t he Choc t a·r l a· r egulat i ng and vern i ng t he rac t i ce of 

med icine i n sa i d nati on , and that many 1ho c - i m to have r etired 

from t he p r a c ti c e of medici a e are sti ll practi ci n that you have 

pos it i ve e v id e n ce t hat t he are still prc:.:cticL.g , either open1 

or behind t he pre s c r i p t i on c a se and Trou ean1es tl re q_uest th ' t the 

l aw be e nfo rce d . 

You a r e i nfor med t ha t t h is off i ce is nak ing a strenuous ef-

f or t t o enforc e t h e l aw agai ns t all persons v iolati t he s e 1he n 

reported to thi s of fice , nd persons no t i fyi ng this offi ce t hat 

they have cease d t he p r actice of me di ci ne o.n d gone i nto other 

business , a r e r equired t o f urn i sh aff i davit s of r .utabl e citi zens 

of t he Choc t a rJ Nat i on t hat t hey hav c i ven up t he pr a ctic e of 

medi ci ne i n goo cl f ai th . 

Ki ndly furn i sh t h i s office , thr ough Gr e en l. c urta i n , I r incipa1 

Chief Choctaw Ha ti on , with t he pos i t i ve e idc nce t .na t our so ciety 

~-pre ss book no . 3 letter 201 .--
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has in its possession of· physicians pr &ctici G 1.1edicine i n viola­

tion of the Choctaw luw , either openly or be hind t ~1e p rescri p ti on 

oase. 

Approved: 

Very respectfully , 

J . Geo . .. ri g~t, 

J . Blair hoenfelt , 

U. S . I ndi an Agent . 

U. s . I ndi an I nspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Pr ess Book o. 3 Letter 201. ~!usYogee, Okla. 



. BUS BY , Pr esi d en t . J.Ab . ~LLIOT , .)e c & Tre s • . :. J . '".: rm ~ , Genl . "'"r • 

. :I LBu'R TO T c .8. L co '· ·Al-;r 

. 'ilb urton , I nd . Ter . 

June 22 , 1899 

Mr.H. E . Yar nell , 

Loc a l Tr easure r c •• &. G. y , 

So- k cAlester , I . T ., 

Dear S i r : 

Be g to r ep ort the out put of our mi ne s for t he month of 

MaJr 1899 a s fo l l o 'IS , 

2 244 to ns of 1 mp cca 1 a t 10 cents J::B r ton -.$ 224 . 40 

\!e als o enc lose our che que t . Lou i s ~xchange for the 

amount ro· lty d ue t h e I ndllin ~ati on , 

Ki ndl y a cknO\'i led e re ceipt and oblige , 

Your s Ve r truly , 

.r . c . & . ~ . co , 

er I~! . J . Smith , . .~.an ager . 

I ndian Ty . 

Cen tra l Dis t. 

On t hi s day c ame be fore me , a Ta tar b li c , du l y 

commis s i oned and acting .r it h i n and for t he Centra l Dist . 

1 . J . Smi t h , r,~ngr .'. 'ilb ur to n Coa l and :.i n i ng Co . to 111e 

well kno wn , a nd stated t he f oregoing to b e exac t to tbe best of 

h i s knowl e dge a rd belief . 

a t ness my ha nd and seal , a s such l ota r y ublic , t hi s 

23r d day o f J une 1899 , 

E . B. Hami l t on , 

118. ot a ry Pub lie . 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency I•o.llB Received Jun . 26 ,1899 Office of 
U.S.Indian .u.gent , rv us cogee,Ind..Ter. Sworn statement. accompanyi ng 
remittance of .alburton Coa l Co . \ ilburton ,I.T.for mont h of 
May 1899 amount 0 224 .40----



Union gency , 

1ruscogee , I . T., June 23rd , 1899 . 

Mr . George w. Pound , 

Kiowa , I . T. 

Sir:-

Your letter of the 20th instant is before me , in Which you 

inquire whether or not one citizen can put up hay for another 

without paying the royalty . You also inquire if a citizen can 

put up hay outside of his enclosure for his own use or for another 

citizen. You state that you have no hay ground under fence near 

your place and inquire as to the Choctaw law governing the cut­

ting of hay from the public domain . 

You are advised that the various acts passed by the Coun­

cil of the Choctaw Nation concerning hay royalties , are , 

First , an act autboriz~ng citizens and persons under legal 

permits to cut, ship and sell prairie or wild grass upon notify­

ing the sheri ff and executing a bond to pay a roya lty of 50¢ per 

ton for each ton of grass cut . 

Second, an act amending andrepealing certain parts of the 

above named act , leaving the law in substance so as to forbid 

the cutting of hay by non-citizens or persons under permit and 

forbidding them dealing in same in any way save procuring such 

hay as is necessary for their own use . 

Third , an act amending the former hay laws , providing 

that a royalty of 501 per ton shall be paid on all prairie or 

wild grass cut for s ale or barter , whether upon the public domain 

1i 3-Let. 270-1 
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or within a citizen ' s enclosure . 

It would therefore seem that a non- citizen is prohibited 

tram cutting wild or prairie grass or hay , either upon the pub ­

lic domai n or within a citizen ' s enclosure , and that all hay 

cut f or sal e or barter by citizens is subject to a royalty 

of 50¢ per ton , whether cu t from the public domain or from cit­

izens' enclosures , and the citizen who desires to cut such hay 

is firs t r equired to execute a bond t o pay t he royalty. 

I find nothing in t he law imposing a royalty upon citizens 

who cut grass for their own use . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfelt 

u.s. Indian Agent . 

Appro ve d: 

J . Geo. Wright . 

u. s. Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Un i on gency Press Book , # 3 , Lett er # 2?0- 1 , uskogee . 



I-t~ . Geor ge ·! . Pound , 

Kio 7a ~ I . T . 

Sir :-

Union Agen c ~ , 

~.Ius cog e e , I . T . , 

June 23r d , 1899 . 

Your l et t er of the 20t h i nstant i s before me , in ::hi ch ... ou 

inquire whet ber or not one ci tizen c an put up hay for ano t he r 

without paying the r oya l t y . You also i nqu ir e i f a ci t i zen c an 

put up hay ou ts ide of h is en closur e fo r h i s o1m use or f or anot ... 1er 

citizen . You sta t e that you have no hay g r ound under f en ce 

near your p lace nn d inqu i re a s to t he C octav; la- gove rn ing the 

cutting of bay f r om the publ i c domain . 

You a re advi s e d t ha t the vari ous acts passed b - the c oun c i l 

of the Choct aw Na tion conc ern i ng hay r oyaltie s , f,re , 

First , an a c t a ut hori zi ng ci t izens and persons under Je gal 

permits to cut , s h i p and se ll prairie o r lild grass up on n ot i fy ing 

t he sher i ff an d exe c uting a bond t o pay a roya l ty of 50rt per ton 

for each ton of grass cut . 

Se cond, an a ct amend i ng and repe aling c e r t a i n parts o:f t h e 

above named act , l eavi ng t he law in s ubsta nce s-o a s to forb i d t 1e 

cutting of hay by n on- citiz e ns or persons under p ermit and f orb i d­

ding them de aling in same i n an y way save pr oc uring such ha r a s 

is necessary fo r t heir ovm us e . 

Third , an act amending the f orme r ba y l aYs , pr ov i d i P.g t' a t 

a royalty of 50¢ per ton shall be p aid on all pr airie or ild 

--~ress book no . 3 letter 270 .--
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grass cut for sale or bart er, \me ther upon t he public domai n or 

within a · citizen ' s enclosure . 

It WG>;uld t her efore seem th at a non- citizen is ) rohibi ted 

from cutti ng vild or :prairie grass o r hay ,. either upon the pub lic 

domain or t i thin a citizen' s enclosure , and that al l hay cut for 

sale or barte r by citizens is subject to a royalty of 50¢ :per ton , 

whether cut from the :public domain or from citizens ' enclosures , 

and the citi zen who desires t ,o cut such hay is first re qui r ed to 

execute a bond to pay the royal t • 

I find nothing i n the l aq impos i ng a royalty upon citizens 

who cut g r a ss for tbeir ovn1 use . 

approved : 

Very respe ctfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 

U. • Indian Agen t . 

U. S . I ndi an Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Pre ss Book No . 3 Letter 270.Musl ogee , lrla. 



Union Agency, 

Muscogee, Ind . Terry., June 23 , 1899 . 

Hailey Coal ·and Mining Co., 

Krebs, I.T. 

Gentlemen:-

! a cknowledge receipt of your communication of the 20th 

instant, inclosing check for $113 . 14, the same being in payment 

of royalty on coal mined by you dur ing the month of may , 1899 , 

as per sworn sta tement ac companying the remittance . 

My name is J . Blair Shoenfelt and not J .F . Shoenseldt . 

Please see that it is spelled correctly in the futu re . 

Approved: 

J. George Wright 

Very respectfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 

u.s . Indian Agen t . 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, # 3 Press Book, Lett er #240 . Muskogee 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Washing ton. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory. 

Sir: 

cTune 24 , 18 9 9 • 

Tre Departmw t is in receipt of your communication of the 

13th instant, transmi tt:n.ng a le t ter dated the 7th instant , 

addressed to t113 United States Ind:ian Agen t ), from t .he Princi­

pal Chief of the Choctaw Nation, forwarding a complaint 

made t~ o him by J . L •. v ard , Sberiff of Atoka County, Choctaw 

Nation, against sixty-four miners who are alleged t .o be in­

truders, and remaining in said Nation contrary to law With­

out the permits recpired under t.l:'& la ws of said Nation. 

There is also transmit ted a letter from .L.Richards , 

attorney for the Choctaw Nation , upon the same rna tter . 

You state: 

"As this corresporxlence refers to acts of certain striking 
miners in reference to which report was made to the Depar1ment 
under date of May 11, 1899, by Special Inspector Zevely, 
these papers are traasmitted to be considered in connection 
With said report." 

You further state that frequent inquiries are being made 

re1ative to this matter by the tribal officials as to what 

action if my, "will be taken in reference to the removal of 

these striking miners." 

You also ca11 attention to the statee nt in the rep art of 

Special Inspector Zeve1y, showing the falling off of' the 

receipts for ooa 1 royalties during the period af tile strike 
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in which said miners are engaged , and quote from t m letter 

of the Principal Chief as follcms : 

"I respectfully submit that scm9 peroons influeree is 
chargeable for tm p re sent low t ·ide of t~ Choctaw Nation 
Coal royalt :ie s , whoever he is , his oontinue d residence in 
this Nation is certai nly detrimental to the welfare of 
the Choctaw Nation, and I respectfully urge and request 
that the charges heretofore lodged against these sixty four 
pers:;,ns be fully investigated , ani action taken in accord 
w1 t.h the fin di~ . " 

Your said rommunica ti. on was forwarded to t m Deparimen t 

on tm 20th inst 8lilJ.t by tm Commissioner of Indian Affairs , 

to be considered in connection with too report of his 

office dated the 17th ultimo . In tm report referred to 

by the Commissioner, reference was made to too application 

of one James Boston relative to the proposed action of tbe 

United States Indian Agent to renove him from said Nation 

under tm pro-visi. ons o:f section 2147' of the Revised Statutes . 

Attention is called to depart.nental letter of April 12th 

last, to you, acknowledging t .he receipt of your letter 

dated March 17th 1a st end of the report of the Indian Office 

thereon, where in you were instructed , amo~ other things , 

that 

"fran. the foregoing it vouJd appear that the proper 
procedure relative to the removal of persons under said 
Section 2149, is for the Agent or Indian Ins:r:ector ~o ~ke 
a report of the facts and circumstances to the CommlSSl.oner 
of Indian Aff'airs for his determination pr irnarily, and if 
he sb. all determine that the perro ns complained of are 
subject to rEmoval, he should report the DB tter to the 
Secretary of the Interior far his app roval." 

· There was enclosed, also , a letter dated May 11 , 1899 , 

from J. w. Zevely, the Acting United Stat.es Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tcry, forwarding a complaint from the 

221 
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Princip;tl Chie.f of tm. Choctaw Nation agains t certain 

persons a lleged to be leaders in a str i ke , and whose con­

duct caused a suspension of the coal mini ng industries 

in said Nation, and thereby shut off the revenues for the 

support of the schools in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Na ti ons 1 

provided for under the agreen:ent s .et out in section 29 of 

t~ Act of Congr·es~ approved June 28 ,, ~898 . 

It is also stated in said report that the correspondence 

and affidavits accompanying the same show that as a result 

-of the agitation of sai.d strikers there are , in Atoka County 

in said Nation ," 7 30 persons who have abandoned work in the 

mines "and who have not so tght any other employment in the 

nat ion"; th at said persons are a 11 non- citizens , and that 

their oonduct and presence are detrin:em.ltal ·to the welfare 

of the Indians. It is further stated tba t if it were 

not for tbe conduct. of' tbe 64 persons mentiomd , the removal 

of whom is requested by the Principal Chief of said Nation, 

many of sa:td 730 miners who are idle v.o uld re iurn to work . 

Reference is also made to section 2149 of t.be Revised Stat-

utes, whi ch reads: 

"The Commissioner or· Ind:ian Affairs is ruthorized and 
required W1 th the approval of t~ Secretary of the Interior , 
to remove from any tribal reservation any person being 
therein without, authority of law , or 'Whose presen ce within 
t~ limits of t .te reservat ion :roo. y , in t .be judgment of the 
Commissioner, be detrimental to tm peace and wel fare of 
the Intaiians; an:I may employ for the purpose such force as 
may be mcessary to enable the agent to e ffect the remov~ 
of ~ch person." 

The Acting Commissioner states : 

a 
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" While from tbe p~pers rubmi tted it ·ould seem that the 
demonstrations against law and order on the part of the 
strikers bring them within the sco:r:e of said Section in 
vie w ?f the very meagre information afforded by the kent 
of th1:s Department , Mr . Zevely , .I am unwilling to pass 
judgroont, as seems to be incumbe .nt upon me under the sta­
tute, anl reoo~nd the forcible remo-wal of tte strikers 
complai md against , until t .!e whole matter shall have 
been carefully and fairly investjgated by an of ficer of 
t.OO Departlme nt • " 

He further states that upon a proper investigation of 

the matter, if it should be deemed best to remove t he 

striker s , the Indian Office would , w.i th tte approval of" 

the Secretary of the Interior , instruct the Indian Agent to 

remove said six ty-four strikers with the force at his com­

mand if it be sufficient , and if not , ould direct h im to 

employ additional police force , to be paid out of t he appro-

priation "to carry out certain provisions of an act· for 

the protection of the people of the Indian Terri tory , " 

{30 Stats.,770). 

The Acting Commissioner calls attention to the small 

police force under the command of the Indian Agent at the 

Union Agency , consisting of only t.h.ree officers and t wenty­

five privates for the whole territory under his jurisdiction, 

and further states : 

"However, in view of the gravity of the undertaking , I 
am not prepared to recommend any steps looking to tbe forc i­
ble removal of the strikers until the Department shall have 
been fully informed as to all phases of the situation , includ­
ing t~ cause and extent of t he strike , too conduct of the 
strikers, etc ., through an officer of tre Departmen t speci­
a lly instructed to i nvestigate and report upon the same . " 

In said departmental letter of April ~th last , addressed 

to you, to which reference has hereinbefore been made , it 

was stated: 

" Whether a person is in an Indian country ' without 
authority' of law, or W1ether his ' presence Within tbe limits 
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of the res~rvation ,' is ' detrimental to tre peace and welfare 
of t~ Ind~ans ,' must be determined primar ily by the enlight­
ened JUdgment of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . But 
if so found , with the approval of the Secretary of the ' 
Interior , the offending person or pe rsons may be summarily 
removed from any t ribal reservation . " 

Said opinion was approved by the Department . The Views 

therein expressed are sustained by the opinion of the Honorable 

Attorney General , dated De cember 12. ~ 1879 , where in it is stated : 

"that it is quite plain that in executing such treaties 
the United States are not bound to regard simply the Cherokee 
law and its construction by tbe council of the Nation, but 
that any Departm nt required to remove alleged intruders must 
determine for itself , under the general law of the land , the 
existence and extent of the -exigency upon which such requisi-
tion is founded . " 16 Opinions Atty . General , page 404 , 405 . 

Without. passing upon the rneri ts of the complaint as 

presented, it is sufficient to say that the Department concurs 

in the recommendations of the Acting Commissioner , and will 

designate IT . J . W. Zevely , Special Inspector , to make the 

i nvestigation indicated . 

It does not appear in the papers pre sen ted whether any 

effort has been made to cause the prosecution o~ any of the 

alleged strikers before the United States Courts in the Indian 

Territory. 

Chapter 20 of the Statutes of Arkansas , Edition 1884, 

Mansf ield's Digest , bas been extended over the Territory, 

and section 567 t he reof provides : 

"In cases of crirre s and misdemeanors committed in this 
state the punis .l'lnen t of which has not been provided for by 
statute {b), tbe court having the jurisdictio:t;L ~hereof shall 
proceed t 0 punish the offender under the prov1s~ ons of the 
common or statute law of England put in f'orce in t his state 
by this act; but the punisb.Ioo~ t in such cases sh:Ul only 
be fine and imprisonment, and 1n such cases t~ fine shall 
not exceed ore hundred dollars and tre i mprisonment shall 
not exceed three months •" 

There v.ould seem. to be oonrerred upon the court jurisdic-

tion to protect the peace o f tte community and the property 

elf 

i 
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of non- citizens and COJ:l)oratiom doirg business therein , if 

the s aiLe be properly invoked , but in any event the Depart­

ment de sires a full investigation of the whole matter and 

a c omplete report thereof by Mr . Zevely , through you , With 

suc h recommendations as seem best to you before final 

action is taken in the premises . 

Mr . Zevely has already been directed to make an investiga­

tion in the Choctaw Nation relative to the va.lidi ty of 

warrants issued by said Nation, and be can make the investi­

gati on herein directed as soon as the other is completed . 

All of the papers referred to in said report of May 17th, 

ani those far warded to you on the 13th instant , together 

w:ith a copy of the letter of tt.e Acting Commissiorer dated 

May l?th last , are enclosed hereWith. 

In addition to t.he suggestions of t ~ Acting Commis si one r , 

t he I n spe,ctor will report specifically vbat action has been 

t ak elil , if any , in t.te United States Court with reference 

to t.te conduct of said strikers , and any other facts that 

may f urnish light upon the controversy , in order that tie 

Depar t ment may have a f'ull and complete knowledge of every 

phase of the IIl9. tt·er • 

.An opportunity should be given to all parties in interest 

to be .beard in too premises , Bnd your attention is invited 

to a l etter from the President of the United Mine orkers 

of America dated Indi anapoli s , Indiana , May 18th last , , 

-
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requesti ng pennission for tbe representative of said 

organization to appear and explain their "position in the 

matter. " 

Respectfully , 

Ind.Ter. Di v . 
1787,1796-99. 
11 enc~osures . 

Through tre 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

E . A. Ritchco ck . 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 226 Re ceived Jul . l , l899 Office 
of U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. Washington, 
June 24, 1899 . Secretary.----Has directed .Special Inspector 
Zevely to investigate strike trouble·s ; r etm-ns papers .----

• I' 



U n i t e d St ate s of' A.Ire ri c a , 

Indian Terri tory , Choctaw Na t i on , 

Cen t r al District t hereof . 

6/26/99 

Thomas Arch ibald h avi ng been first du l y s worn , on h is 

oa t h says : 

. 7 

T.ha t he i s engaged in operating a coal mi ne abo ut thre e 

mile s we st of t m to wn of McAlester , Choc taw Nati on , Indian Te r r i ­

tory. That sai d mine is o:perated under the name of t he Ar ch i bald 

Coa l a nd Uning Company . 

That the amount of coal :produc ed and mined from sa id 

mi ne and sh i ppe d t berefro m, during the peri od f ro m April 30 t h 

to A y 3l s t,l899 , was as f ollows , to - wit :--

Durine "ay , l 899------ - 440 Tons s c reened coa l - -----440 Tons 

That t he a b o ve and for ego i ng amount is the to tal output of sai d 

mi ne f ar t h e f€ ri od me ntioned , and that the tat a 1 and fu 11 amoun t 

af royal t y d ue thereo n , is t m sum of Forty- four . do1lars--(?44 . 00) o 

Subscri bed and sworn to before me this 26th day of 

June ,1899 . 

Hampton uc ke r 
o t ary Publi c for the 

Centra l Dis trict I nd i an Ter r i tory . 

(Endorsed ) Un i on Agency ~~'o . 25 Re ce i ved J un . 28 , 1899 Offi c e of U. s . 
I n di an gent,],us cog ee , Ind . Ter. s orn s tat emen t a ccomp nyi ng re · t ­
t an ce of Archiba ld Coal and ~ in i ng Co . }: cAles t er , I . T . f or mon t h of 
.my 18 99 amount ?44 .00----



Dr. Groom, 

Ward, I.T. 

Dear Sir :-

Union Agency , 

Muscogee, I . T., June 26th , 1899. 

Your letter in which you state that you are prac t icing 

medicine under Dr . Burgevin, who is your pr eceptor , has been 

received, and you inquir e if tha t will excuse you fr om taking 

an examination. 

You are advi sed that if you are a medical student and not 

practicing medici ne on your own ac count, but simpl y assisting 

your preceptor, who you say is a citizen , you would not come 

within the l aw governing the practicing of medi cine in the Choc­

taw Nation . If, however , you are writ i ng pres cr i pt ions and at ­

tending pati ent s on your own a cco unt and collecting money for 

such services, then you are doing so in vio l ation o f the law a nd 

will be requir ed to secure a permit . 

Approved: 

.T.Geo. Wrif11t. 

Very respectfully , 

J .Blair Shoenfelt , 

u.s . Indian ent . 

U.S. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book # 3, Letter # 262, MUskogee. 



--Mr. R. s . Adcock, 
A 

Guertie , I . T. 

Sir:-

Union Agency, 

Muscogee , I . T., June 26th , 1899 . 

Your lette r of the 23rd instant is before me , in which 

you say that you hold physician certificates , one from the 

State of Arkansas and one from the State of Texas , a nd you 

inquire if your certifica tes are sufficient to authorixe you 

to practice medicine in the Choctaw Nation . 

You are informed that it will be necessary for you to 

present your certif icates to the medi cal examining board , with 

reference as to your moral character y four or more responsible 

citizens of said nation , of good s tanding to whom you are known , 

and i f the certifica tes you refer to are satisfactory to said 

medical examining board , they will grant you a certificate upon 

which the Principal Chief of said nation will no doubt authorize 

the judge of the county court to grant you a per mit to practice 

medicine. 

Should they deem your certificates insufficient , you 

will be required to present yourself for examination as required 

by mw, and failure to do so on your part will put you in con­

tempt of this agency and subject YWU to removal from within its 

limits. 

Approved : 

J.Geo. Wright 

Very respectfully , 

J.Blair Sheenfelt, 
u.s . Indian gent . 

u.s. Indian Inspector . 

(Rndorsed) Union Agency Press Book # 3 , Letter # 253 , Muskogee . 



Un i on enc ' , 

:Lus c oge e , I . T., 

J une 26th , 1899 . 

Guerti e , I •• 

Sir :-

Your let t er of t he 23rd i ns t n t is before me , in ,; ic h you 

say t ha t you ho l d ph sician certificates , one from t he State of 

Arl~ans c.. S and one from the .S t te Of r~e:X:'"'S , and you i nqu ire if 

your c erti icatcs are suffi cien t to aut11orize ou to prac tice 

medicin e i n the~ octal Na ti on . 

You are i nf orme d tha t it J ill b e necess.r• for you to r esent 

your certi fic ates to the medic cl examining or. rd ·:.i th re fere!lce 
' 

as to your moral character fou r or more res~)o~1sib e citi zens 

of said na t i on , of go o'1 standing to 1hom · ou are kno n , and if 

t he certi f icates you refer t o are s""tis :'cctory to sai d oe dic a l 

examining bo rd , they .. ' ill fsTant ~-ou a certi f icate u on ~1ich t~1e 

Pr incipal Chi ef of sai d nat i on iill no doubt c..uthori ze the judge 

of the county court to grant ·ou a permit to practice medicine . 

~ho uld t hey deem your c erti ficat es insufficient , you will be 

required to p r esent yoursel f for examinat i on as re quired by l a . , 

and failtiTe to do so on your par t li ll put 'OU in conte mpt of 

this agency Dlld subje ct yo u to r emoval fr om "t ' thin i ts limi ts . 

Very res )8 ctfully , 

Approved : J . Bl a i r uhoenfelt , 
J . Geo • ::r i uht , 

U. s . Indi an I n spector . U . 0 . I ndian ent . 

(Endorsed ) Union .Agency r e ss Book .o . 3 Let t e r 2 3 . :us!\:ocee , L-~\:la . 



Unj_on gen e , 

r., us c oge e , I • T • , 

June 2 '7 th , 1899 . 

Fr ank .... i t tle , 

rrc Al es ter , • T . 

S ir:-

Your Jet t er of the 23rd i ns t an t has be en r e ceived in hi ch 

you state t at the people of .-c l es ter e xpe c t to 1ave a '""o th of 

July ce l ebra t i on for th p urpos e of ha ing all of the pe op le to 

un ite and enjoy t hemselves and a ve a free barbe c ue . You a sk 

t h t you be permitted tn have refr eshment s t ands , such as ice 

c r eam nd lunc e s , on t hat day , and t ha t _ I permit the st nd n ri vi -

l eges free o f c h arge • 

I am sorry t o i nf orm you that th is offic e ha s no au t o ri t 

to g r an t ou a permit suc h as you r e uest , and I h ve therefore 

r eferred your letter to t e ri n ci pal Ch i ef of t he Choc ta r Yat i on , 

wit the re ques t t ha t if possible to pe rm it ou to ha ve r efresh-

me nt stands sue as ou desire , f or t _ t day , and it might be 

ne l l for ou to vrr ite direc t to t.be rin cipal Ch i ef ak i ng t he 

s me r e u e st , and if he should see f it to al lo · ou to mai n t in 

re f r e s hmen t stands .it -out t k i g out licens e to do so , it ould 

be en t i r e l y satisfe ctory to me . 

Very r espe ct · lly , 
J . Blair S oenfelt , 

Approved : UoS . I d i an en t . 
J . Geo . ,, ri :o t , 

U. • Indian In spe ctor . 

(Endor sed } Uni on Agency ress Boo o . 3 Lett 
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Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., J une 30th , l 8 9 . 

G. B. Rob i son , 

S ti gler , I . T . 

Sir:-

Your le tter of the 27th i nstan t ha s been rece i vod i n ·which 

you state that t he ',iood.men of the ~Jorld of your place inte nd 

giving a p icn ic on t he 4t h of J uly and are sell i ng pr ivileges to 

have sta nds ; t ha t t he sheriff is demandi ng a li cense of Five 

Dollars for each stand and you ask to be advised uhethe r part i es 

holding trader ' s license will be required to p y for stand 

privileges . 

You a r e i nfor med that this offi ce could no t undertake to 

advise you and t he mat t ers r eferr ed to i n your letter , i nasmuch 

as t he agreement entered i n to by the Government of t he United 

States , ith t h e Cho c taw and Chic'·asaw tribes of Indians , provides 

that the t r i bal g o ernment of sa i d na ti ons shall co n ti nue i n 

for ce for the p eriod of eigi1t ye ars from dar ch 18 98 , and the la ws 

of said nati ons are there f ore ·i n full for ce and effect , and before 

non-c iti zens are perm itted to i ntroduce or e~ose good s , ·1ares 

or merc handise for sale .; i thin sai d nation , t hey shall be re quired 

t o ob t a i n a permit from t he Prin ci pa l Chi ef of t he n ation up on 

SUCh t erms and c onaitions as are r equired by t he l alS Of said nation . 

Very r espectfully , 
J . Bl air hoenfelt . 

Approved : U. S . I ndi an Agent . 
J . Geo · • .~ right , 

u . s . I ndian Insp ector. 

(Ender sed ) Union Agency Press Book No . 3 Letter 330 . :uskogee, kla • 



1270-1899. 
Ind. Ter.Div. 

The President , 

Sir: 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

ASHINGTON. July 1 , 1899 . 

I have the honor to herewith submit f'or Executi ve consider­

ation and action, under t he agreement set forth in section 29 of the 

act of Congress of June 28 , 1898 ( 30 Stat ., 495) , what is termed "Bill 

No. 16, Choctaw Nation , " entitled "An Act appropriating money for the 

payment of Stuart, Lewis and Gordon . " Act ing Indi an Inspector J . • 

Sevely , in his report of May 10 , 1899 , and Acting Commissioner Toner 

of the Indian Bureau, in his letter of May 17 , 1899 , recommend the ap ­

proval of this act of the Choctaw Nation . 

The services for which payment is intended to be made under 

this appropriation have been rendered and are bei rendered , under a 

contract heretofore entered into between the Choctaw Nation and Messrs 

Stuart , Lewis and Gor don . These services are not of a character which 

comes within the prohibitive provisions of section 2103 of the Revise d 

Statutes, and therefore i t was competent for the Indian Nation to make 

the contract, without the approval of the Commissioner of Indian Af f airs 

or the Secretary of the Interior. The contract having been competently 

made and the right to compensat ion for the services rendered thereunder 

being a subsisting obligation agai nst the Choctaw Nation , and this ap ­

propriation being made to enable the Choctaw Nation to discharge this 

obligation, I respectfully r eco mrne nd that the act of the Choctaw Nation 

receive Executive ap proval. 

Ind. Ter. Di v. 
1270-1899. 
1465- tt 

1 Inclosure. 
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Very Respe ctfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock . 
Se cretary . 



Union ency, 

Mus cogee ,I •• , July 3rd , l 899 . 

J . G. Clayton , 

Albion , I . T. 

De a r Sir :-

Your lette r of re cent date has been received , in lhich you 

i nquire if a C octa 1 citizen , ho has p icked out h is allotment , 

will be allowed to sell the ti be r from the same for i mprovements 

and i f a non- citizen can cu t the timber fo r you and take his pay 

i n lumber . 

You are dvise d that you ill be permitte d to cut timber on 

your allotment for the purpose of improving your homestead , such 

as building fences and bu ild i ngs for your own use , and in e ~er­

cising this privilege you are c autioned agai nst cutting or removing 

any timber from lands in excess of your j ust and reasonable share 

of the lands of the Choctaw at ion and to t h t to 1hich your ife 

and minor children are entitled rhen t !~ land s are finally 

allotted. You will not consider this Jetter as givi ng author ity 

to any one else to cut timber on our al lotment and receive his 

pay in such ti ber ; neither can you sell any ti ber of any kind 

from your al l otment , as all timbe r cut therefrom must be used 

on your homestead to i mprove the same as above indicated . 

Approved : 
J . Geo . right , 

u . s . Indi an Inspector . 

Very respectfully , 
J . BJa ir hoenfel t , 

U. S . Indian ent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No . 3 Lette r 355 . uskoge kla . 



Union Agency , 
Muscogee , I . T., July 3rd , 1899 . 

Hon . Green cCurt ain , 

Prin . Chief Choctaw Na tion , 

Sans Bois , I . T. 

Sir :-

Replying to t hat portion of your lett er o f the 29th ul­

timo , in wbi ch you state tha t Dr . s . . Johnson fs certif icate 

was withheld on a ccount of the medical board limiting the cer­

tific a te to two years , and that you found no authority in the 

law for issuing limited certificates , I desire to say that you 

are fully justified in r efusing t o grant limi ted certificat es 

to physicians to prac t ice medi cine in the Chocta ~ Nation . 

The l aw does not authorize the gr ant ing of limi ted cer­

tificates , but pr ov ides : 

"That if any applicant shall sta nd a satisfactory exam­

ination or shall hold a diploma such as may be satisfactory to 

said board, they shall grant said applicant a certi f icate upon 

which the Principal Chief s hall authorize the judges of the 

co unty courts to grant permit to such applic ant to prac t ice 

medicine . " 

It might be well to inform the medical board that limited 

certificates will not b e recognized , and suggest to them that 

they conform t o the requirements of the law . 

Very respectfully, 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 
Approved : U. S . Indi an · gent 

J . Geo. Wright 
u.s . Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy Pr ess Book # 3 , Letter # 353 , Muskogee . 



Union gene y , 

,'Iuscogee , I . T., July 3rd , l 8 99 . 

Hon . Green rccur tain 
' 

ri n . Ch i ef Chocta ~ation , 

" ans Bois ; I • T ; 

bir:-

e:pl i n-· to th at porti on of our lette r of t he 29 t h ultimo , 

i n ~hich you state that Dr . s . • Johnso n ' s certific ate as 

vrit hhe l d on a ccount of t he medical board limit i ng t he certificate 

to t wo re a rs , and that ou found no au t h orit y in t be law f or 

issuing lLmi t ed certi f i cates , I desire to s a t 1at you are fu lly 

justi fied i n r e fusi ng to g rant l i mi t ed certif ic a t e s to physici ans 

to pr a ctice me d icine in t he Chaetal ati on. 

The la r does not authorize the g r anti ng of l i mited certifi-

cates , but provides : 

"That i f any a pplicant shall stand a sat is factory ex mina­

tion or shall hold a diploma such a s may be sati sfactory to sa i d 

board , t hey shall grant s a i d applic an t a certi fic a te upon 1h ich 

the Pri n cipa l Chi ef shal l authorize t he judges of t e county ' 

courts to g r ant a penn it t o su e app lic a nt to practice ned icine . " 

It mig t b e well t o inform the medic bo ard that limited 

certif ic a tes fill no t be r e cognized , d sug e st to them t a t 

they co nform to t .be r e uir ements of t he la v. . 

Approved : 
J. Geo • right , U. 

Very r espectfUlly , 
J . Blair hoe nfel t , 

.s . I ndi an Agent . 
.Indian I ns e ctor. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book o . 3 Letter 353 .Muskogee~ Okla . 



Union ,enc y , 

Bus cogee , I . • , July 6th , 1899 . 

Mr. • Guerr ier, 

Atty for sa e oal & ·i n i Co ., 

outh cAl ester , . T . 

Sir :-

Your lett r of the ~ th i ns t ant rece i ve in ich ou ask a 

rec ons i deration of an order issued dropp i ng Alfred . cc a from 

t he list of United tates I ndi an olic emen . You a l oo state 

that 1r . cC ny has been on du t in t he ne i - bor ood of T ebs and 

i n t hat loc alit for mo re th 1 ye ars in t he mi dst of a mi ni 

camp .fhere the duties a re arduous and the responsib i lities c r eat . 

Repl ying to your letter I desire to inform ·ou that 1x . 
cCay ' s name as no t dropped from tbe list ·or cause of i e fi ­

cien cy , but sin ly i n or der that the force mi ght be more un i forml 

distrib uted . 

I did not know t ha t .rr. rv;ccay -ras stationed at -:rebs , and 

if your Company desires to have h i m r e t ained , shall be le a sed 

to re appoin t 1im for the to :n of ebs and vicinit • If this 

lill be agr e eable to • cCa I ill have h is c ission made o t 

as above indic ated . 

Very r espectfully , 
J . Bl air hoenfelt , 

Approved: U. • I nd i an e nt . 
J . Geo . right , 

u. ' . I ndian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book o . 3 Letter 415 • . 'uskogee ~ la. 
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Uni on Age ncy, 

Muscogee~ I . T ., July 6th , l 8 99 . 

Hon . Green . ccur t a i n , 

Sir :-

Prin . Chief Chaeta 1 ra tion , 

Sans Bo i s , I . T . 

I am i n receipt of yours of June 30 t h , in hich you encl ose 

lette r f r om Bovrn & Crai g , attorneys at out .h .c lester , ho \ ite 

in behal f of r . • G. ellogg , a graduate of t e e r i cun 3chool 

of Osteop a t hy , of i rks ville , o ., ho made app licat ion for a 

permit t o ractice his profession . . .. essrs Bro ·m · Cr ... i g state t ~1at 

after l ook i ng int o t he C ac ta La.s , t hey could not f i nd t ha t r . 

Kellogg ' s pr acti ce ,as covered by any exi sti ng l a s ; that he is 

not a doctor of edic i n e , s he admi nisters no drugs and simply 

trea t s or ganic d i se ase s by externa l t r ea t ment . The a lso state 

Dr . Kellogg i s i l ling to compl y i t the 1 n rs of t he Choc t 

Nation when he i s advised That to do . 

Dr . ellogg being an os t e opathist , could not v ry ell .e 

exami ned by a 1edic a l Board c ompri sed of opathists ; furt l~ r-

more , t here s eems to be no Chaeta 7 La covering hi s professi on , 

and I rould suggest that he secure e it to r actice s 

profess i on , t he same as ot 1er occu at i ons , s sugg s t ec 

ith t 1e st i ulati on that 1e admi nister no d ugs o an sort . 

he le tter o f Jessr s Bro n c, rai 

ap roved : 
J' . Ge o. ri 

er 
is r etur ned here .ith . 

r spect 11 , 
J . lair 'hoenfelt , 

•• I.dian cent . 

(Endor sed ) Uni on Age ncy r ess Book o . 3 Le tter 414 . ~: sk ogee , kl a . 



DEP ABT!viENT OF THE INr ER I OR . 
W SHINGTON . July 7 , 1899 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory . 

Sir: 

Enclosed he r ewith you will find Bill No . 16 , Choctaw Nation , 

entitled, "An Act appropriating money f or the payment of s tuart , 

Lewis and Gordon. " 

Said bill was submitted to the President for executive action 

on the ls t instant , and returned a pproved by him on t he 3rd instant , 

which, together wi t h said departmental letter , is enclosed for proper 

disposition by your office . 

Ind. Ter. Di v . 
1270-99. 
2 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

s ecretary . 

(Indorsed} Union Agency # 260 , received Jul . ~1 , 1899 , office of U. s . 
Indian Insp ector for Indian Territory . ash1ngton , July 7 , 1899 . 
Secretary. Choct aw Act to pay s tuart , Lewis & Gordon approved . 



J . c . Dani e l , 

Ru s s e llvi l le , I . T . 

Union Agency , 

Muscoge e , I . T ., 

J uly 8 th , l 899 . 

I am i n re ce i p t of your let t ,er of J une 30 t h , in wh ich you 

state that you are a non- citizen , and bought and p~id f or a g r a ss 

pa s ture f or the purpose of cutti ng t he hay f or s ale ; t ha t you 

bought th i s pa sture f rom a citizen , a nd you rant to kn ow if you 

can sell t h:l bay. 

I n reply thereto you a r e a dvi sed tha t a citizen of the Choc -

t aw Nati on i s n ot requir ed to pay a roya lty of 50 ¢:per ton on 

hay cut up on lan d in his a ctual pos sessi on and o ccupied b y h i m a s 

a horoos tead , not t o exce ed 160 a c r e s , a nd the l aw pennits citi zens 

to rent su ch horre stead to non- citi zens , and s a id n on- citi z e ns 

might cut and sell my t here f ro m wi t hout p ay i ng a r oyalty to t he 

Choctaw Nation ; prov i ded always , that s a i d c itizen i s a n ac tua l 

occup ant of said homestead a t the t iire of renting t he same t o the 

non- citizen , and tha t s uch ncn - ci tiz en ha s pai d t he r en ts agr eed 

upon . All Hay c ut on l :ands i n t he Choc taw Nat i on o t .OO r t han 

above me nt iore d , ould be sub ject to a r oya lty of 50 ¢ pe r ton 

pa yable to said nation. 

Very respectfully , 

Approved ; 
J . Geo . right . 

J . Bl air Sh oenfelt . 
U. s . I ndian Agen t . 

U. s . Indian Insp e ctar . 

{Endorsed} Union Agency press book no . 3--letter 458 , Musko@Be , Okla; 



Land. 
31,522-1899. 

The Honorable 

Department of the Interior , 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Washington, July 12 , 1899. 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

Enclosed, hereWith , is a letter of July 1, 1899 , from 

Hon.Green McCurtain , Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation , 

transmitting copy of the correspordence between himself' 

and Inspector Wright relative to the matter of the royal­

ties prescribed by the laws of the Choctaw Nation to be 

collected on hay cut in that Nation for sale or barter. 

The correspondence shows that Inspector ~ight has taken 

the position that the first proViso of section 16 of tm 

Curtis Act applies to the Choctaw Nation and exempts 

citizens of that nation occupying not exceeding tbe pro 

rata share of themselves, their w:i. ves and minor children, 

from paying royalties prescribed by the laws of the nation 

on hay cut from such pro rata shares , because it is held 

by the Inspector that said proviso is not in conflict 

with any provision of tbe Choctaw and Chickasaw agreement . 

This position is contested by the Principal Chief for the 

reasons stated in his repo.rt, the principal one of -which 

is that the pro rata shar (Sic) of individuals is so arge 

that it practically suspends the operations of the royalty 

272 
~--

?.. I 



-2-

law on the question, end deprives the nations of this 

source of revenue. 

The office, however, is of the opinion that Inspector 

Wright's premises are wrong, and that therefore his 

conclusion is wrong. In the first place, that part of 

section 16 which undertakes to deal with the question 

of the occupancy right of citizens prior to the allotment 

of lands is in direct conflict with the agreenent ith 

the Choctaws and Chickasaws, which, among other things, 

proVides: "it is furt her agreed in view of "the modifica­

tion ot legislative authority and judicial jurisdiction 

herein provided and the necessity for the continuance of 

the tribal governments so modified in order to carry out 

the requirements of this agreement, that tbe same shall 

continue for the period of eight years from the fourth 

day of March, eighteen hundred and ninety-eight". This 

provision of the agreenent clearly continues in force all 

laws of the Choctaw Nation existing at too time of' its 

conclusion, and such other laws as mi ght be passed by 

t~ legislative au thori ties and approved in accordance 

with the requirements of the agreement after the date thereof. 

The Attorney General has held tha t it is within t~ 

power or the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations , in the absence 

ot any treaty or statutory provision to the oontrary, to 

regulate the occupancy of their citizens of the public 

domain of those nations, (18 Opinions,34). This opinion 

was rendered on July 14, 1884, and in it existing treaties 

am laws were examined and the conclusion reached that 

there was nothing in any of t~m which interfered w1 th that 

• 
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right. 

There is nothing in the agreement between t~ Choctaws 

am Chickas aws w.b.ich changes this po er in them so long 

as the tribal governnen t shall continue in accordance i th 

its provisions. · T~ only modifi cations of tb9 gove~nt, 

contaimd in the agreenent are legislative where in t!:e 

acts of the legislature or council of the nations , respective­

ly~ must be submitted to t~ President for his approval , 

excepting only appropriations for regular and necessary 

expenses of t~ governments of the respective tribes , 

e.m judicial wherein the United States Courts are given 

exclusive jurisdiction aver certain classes of cases 

arising wi. thin the nations affected . 

If, as was held by tre Attorney General , om of the 

functions of the gover!lliEnts of t~ Choctaw and Chickasaw 

nation=~ was the power to regulate the occupancy by the 

individual citizens of the public domain of the tribes , 

respectively, and if , as seems to be quite clear , that 

power has not been affected by the agreement , and the 

government, with the mod if ica t1 ons contained in t .be agree­

ment, is guaranteed to exist for eight years from the 

4th of March, 1898, tbe n any pro Vi s1 on in t.Q, Curtis Act 

interfering with that regulation of occupancy by its 

citizens of the public domain by the Choctaw and Chickasaw 

nations V«)Uld be i n conflict with t~ agreement as inter­

fering with and limiting beyond the agree~ nt the government­

al authority of the tribes, and consequently without force. 

The Ins~ctor .has not submitted any report, through this 
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of:f'1ce, on this question, and conseque.ntly it is 

recommended that tbe enclosed copy of this report be 

transmitted to him for a report of his views in the 

· light of the position of this office on the subject . 

Very respectfully, 
Your. obedient servant,, 

W. A. Jones , 

C onrrnis si one r . 

(K.S.M.) 

P. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No1 ~272 Received Jul .l9 ,1899 
Office of U. S . Indian Inspector far Indian Terri tory. 
Washington , July 15, 1899. Secretary.----Requests 
report and recommendation concerning royalty on hay , 
Choo taw Nation . 



Union Agency , 

1~s cogee , I . ~ ., ugust l s t,l899 . 

Hon . Green 1~~cCurtai n , 

Pri n . Chief Chaeta ~ iati on , 

Sans Bo i s , I .r~, . 

Sir:-

YotiT l etter of the 28 t h ult i mo , i n vhich you enclose a r eport 

of J .L. lard , s eriff of toka County , Choc taw 'Ja t i on , agai nst a 

number of parties rho , it is alleged are holding cattle i n your 

nation in violat i on of t he lavT , has been recei ved . 

You also i nquire if there is any vay i n 1hich t here c an be a 

speedy execution of the l~r re lat ive to the hol d i n0 of cattle by 

non-citizens and des ire to be informe d . 

You are advised that t he aff i davit s and sworn ;tate:ments 

for 1arded to you by t he va_ i ous official s of the different count-

ies in t he Oho cta v ati on , have been referred to J . H. ilki ns , 

U. u . Attorne y at out h 1ic lester , Indian Terri t ory , by J . Geor ge 

.fright, U. S . I nd i an Inspector for t he Indian Territory, and t hat 

this office is i n re ceipt of a letter addre ssed to J:r . right 

from t he United tates ttorney at uouth :cAlester ,in hich he 

states : 

nyour letter of t he 27th i nstant ith r eference to persons 

reported for unla~ully holding ca t t le in t he Ohoc ta ration , 

received, and co ntents carefully not ed , a~d repl ying I des ire to 

say t ha t i mmediately upon rece i t of your f i rst letter of t he 19th 

instant in re t;ard to t his same matter , I 'lilrote a l etter to t ... 1e 

sheriff and also to the county Judge of .. ade count y , c octa\ 
---Agent press book / 4.----
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. 

Nation , calling upon t hem to furnish me certai n informati on , 

which I considered im ortant , before taldng steps i n the premises . 

The i nformat i on I desired and co ns ider essentia l , was : 

' Did t hese parti e s sh i or other i se conve any of t he ir 

cattle or horse s i n to the I ndian Territory , if so , to 

g ive me as nearly as could be ascertained the nmn e r and 

name s of persons ;ho knew t he fact s .' 

To these letters , I have had as et , no re pl • And s i nc e re-

ce i vi g your last lette r I have carefull gone thr ough all t he 

papers , co p l i nt s d affida its and this i nfor mation c annot be 

obtained from t he pap er s i n m possessi on . I am ver muc h in 

doubt whether section 211? applie s i n t hese cases he r e t he horses 

or cattle have not been sh i pped or otherwi s e conveyed i nto the 

I nd i an Territory , and 7hen I r e cei ve r e orts or proper i nfor a -

tion from t he offi cials of ' lade County , ·as above i ndi ca te d , show­

i ng t hat t he parties charged h ve driv en or i n a ny way co ve yed 

said s t o ck into t he Choc taw Jati on , ste s Till at once be taken 

by me to enforce t he law. 

I n reference to t hese persons r·rho are non- citizens , towit : 

J . Iv~ . Ozrnant , r. . B. Allen , . B. i ller and om •lliott , o i ng and 

controll i ng pasture s contrary to l aw , t he reme y cert ai nly is 

not with us . ection 17 of the Curt is Bi ll , as rou r.i.ll observe , 

i t h r e feren ce to excessive ho l ding s of l and i n t he Indian Terri ­

tory 
1 

certainly ap li es only t o· ci t iZ ens , and if non-c i "tizens are 

mai ntaini g pastures of their olml , in my judgment , they can only 

be dealt with by the Chae ta~ authori t i es and not by our courts . 

In my opinion these Cho ctaw officials ~ave taken t he proper s tep s 

in charging t h ese peopl e it h being intruders and aski n their 

r emoval. " 
----Agent press book 4 .----
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You N"ill observe that .IT . ',Jilk i ns expresses himself as being 

in doubt hether section 211? applies to the cases heretofore 

referred to him. You will understand that section 211? applies 

to stock driven or conveyed to range and feed on l ands be longing 

to any Indian or Indi an tr i be .i thout the consent of said tribe , 

and it ould seem to me that the act of the general council of 

the ChoctaYI Nati on regulating the introducti on of fore i gn cattle 1 

provides an adequate remedy against citi zens as ~ell as non- citizens 

and declares : 

'ection 1 . e it enacted by t he General Council of the 

Chocta·· ration Assembled . That from and after the passage of this 

Act and its approval by t he Pri ncipal Chief , and by t he r esident 

of the United ' tates , it shall' be unla .rful for any person or 

persons to i n tro duce into t Choc ta f -at ion fro a.ny state or 

surround i ng ations any cattl e of any k i nd except during the 

months of Jovember and De ce ber , and t hen only to be kep t in 

feed-pens and legal enc losures and not to be turned l oose on t he 

public range . 

ection 2 . Be it further enacted , That any one guilty of 

a violation of this law shall be indicted by the Grand Jury and on 

conviction t hereof , shall he fined in the sum of i ve dollars 

( ' 5.00) per head for each head of cattl e intro duced , and the fine 

so imposed , upon failure by t he defendant t o pay the same ~i thin 

ten days , shall be co l l e c ted by t he ~eri ff by public sale of 

said cattle. 

Section 3. Be it further enacted , That t he public sale 

herein mentioned s1all be made by t he heriff on t hirty days 

public notice , said notice to be given by ostin~ notices in 

three public places in the county wherei n said sal e is to take 

- - ·· .. ---Union Agency press book- agents ff4.----
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place, and said sale shall be by public aucti on . 

3ection 4 . Be it furthe r en actGd , Tha t any non-c itizen 

introducing cat tle a s herein p·rohibi t ed , shall be by t he District 

Attorney he r ein t he cat tle are allowe d to r un &t l a r ge on t he 

range , reported to t he Un i ted States I di an Agen t, and lils.o to 

the neares t Uni ted tates Commissi one r 1i thi n nho se juri sd ic t i on 

the offense i s committed , t o be pros e cuted under t he l aws of t he 

United tates . 

Secti on 5 . Be it fur t her enacted , That any viola t i on of 

the provi s i ons of secti on l of thi s a ct shall be held to be a 

trespass upon t he Public Domain of t he Chae ta 'l Nat i on and pun­

ished as such , tind th i s act shall take effect and be in force from 

and after t he approval here i n provided . 

In hlmos t ever instance wher e non-citiz ens have been com­

plained against~ upon i nvest i ga t i on it ha s been d i s covered t hat 

the non- citizen had rented pas t ures from ind i vi dual ci t i zens ana 

claimed by such citi zens a s be i ng l ands in his possess i on and 

vrhich did not exceed hi s propor ti ona t e share of the tri bal lands 

to which hi msel f , wi fe and minor chi l dren are ent i t l ed pr i or t o 

fi nal allotme nt , and i n many i nstances the penni t taxes of these 

non-citizens have been pai d by ci t i zens and i n t hi s ay have 

screened t he large ca t tle o vne r s and a i ded and assi sted them i n 

violating t he laws of thei r own country . It mi ght be -,ell as 

you su5ge s~ , for you to cause suits t o be insti tu t ed agai ns t your 

citizens 1ho are violating tribal l ans , and b so do i ng would 

enable you to determi ne who of your mm peopl e re i olating t he 

laws of your nation and assisting non-c itizens doing l i ke Ti s e . s 

you are doubtless a1are , it i s almost ii pos s ible to enforce t he 

--Union Agency press book , agent - / 4.----
----------------------------------------------~ 
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laws against non-citizens o are being shielded in their unlauful 

acts by your own citizens . 

eferring now to our letter of the 26th ultimo , in h i ch 

you s tate that one ur . ell y admit s having i n troduced cattle 

since t e passage of t he la prohibiting t he int roducti on of cat t le 

i nto the nati on e cep t in t he mont hs of ovember d ecember 

of each year , and has expressed a desire and willingness to pay 

t he penalty of One dollar per head , and you desire to be advised 

as to ab.o are the roper ut hori ties t o c ollect the penalti es so 

i ncurred by .rr . elly and hether t he ayme nt of a t ax l icense 

will g ive ~ . Telly pe iss i on t o ho l d t he cattl e in t he nation . 

You re inf ormed t hat t he ne do llar per head referr ed to in 

secti on 2117 of the evised tatu e s , i s a penalty for violat i ng 

t he la and does not g ive ~r . '"ell any right to ho l d his cat tle 

in t he nation ; and af t er h is arres t and co nvicti on for violating 

s ai d se ct i on , it becomes the dut y of t he nited States I ndian 

Agent to remove he cattle from t he limits of t he eservati on . 

· In re~erence to t he pe nal t prescribed by secti on 2117 above 

refe r r ed to , your attent i on is directed to section 2124 of t he 

evised Statutes of t e United tates , hich provides : 
-

ttAll penal ti es ich s all a ccrue under t h is t itle s1all be 

sued for and re cover ed i n an action in t 1e nat e of an action -of 

debt , i n t he name of t e United tates before any court having 

jurisdiction of the s ame i n an tate or Territory in hich t e 

defendru1t shall be arrested or found ; t e one hal f to t he use 

of t he i nfor mer and t he ot her half to t e use of t he nited tates , 

except when t he prosecution shall be fi rst i nstituted on behalf 

of the United tates , in rhic case the 'Thole s hal l be to t ei r 

use . " 

- - - -Union Agency ress book , agent , 4 .----
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You Wi l l ob&erve t l~ t one half t he enalty goes to t he i nfor ­

mer and the ot her half to t he use of t he nited , tate s , e xcep t 

whe n t he pr osecut i on s 1 11 be f irs t i nsti tuted on behalf of t he 

United States , i n ~ - l ic h case t he ol e shall accr ue to t he Unite d 

::itate s , and i f ~au wi l l r eport :r. relly as ho l d i ng cattle i n 

violat i on of se c t i on 2117 and demand hi s r e oval , i mmedi a te s t eps 

will be take n to carry out our r e ques t , and I ill at once no tif y 

t he United tates District ttorney at Sout -cAle ster to cause 

t he arrest of th£ said Kel ly . 

Thi s of fi c e desires to aid and ass i st the C octa rat i on i n 

t he enforcement of their la.s to the fu l l ext ent of i t s juris-

diction , a nd i orde r to be successful t h i s office should have t he 

hearty co- operati on of the c i tizens of the ation and I fee l 

certa i n t ha t s aul d you take such ac t i on as int · ated in rour 

lette r and i gorous ly prosecute the citizens of our na t i on i n 

your tr ibal courts .ho are a i di ng and ass i sting non- citizens i n 

yiolating your laws , that it i s the int e nt i on of t e Choctaw 

r ation as .el.l as the Uni t ed ~· tates Government t o s.ee that t e l avrs 

are stringently e nforced . 

e r y r espectfully , 

J oBlai r oenfelt , 

U. . I nd i an ~.gent . 

Approved : 
J . Geo . r i ght , 

U. I;:) . Indi an Inspector . 

(.Endor s ed ) Uni on ency , l ... uskogee , lahoma . Pr ess book , agen t u4.-
1scellaneous l etters . 



Hon . J . H. ,' ilk i ns , 

U. S . Dist . Attorney , 

South 1cAlester , I . T . 

Sir :-

Union Agency , 

uscogee ,I . T., August 2nd , l 899 . 

I am just in receipt of a telegram from B. J . pring , United 

St ates Indian Policeman , t hat he had executed the order issued 

from this office dated the 21st ulti mo, di recting him to remove 

one Dr . mhorne from t he limits of t he Indian Territory , and should 

he return i n defiance of the order , after havi ng once been re­

moved , he will be subject to a penalty of ;1000 as provided in 

section 2148 of t he evi sed Stat ute s of the ni ted tates , h i ch 

s ays : 

3 o l 

"If any person rho has been r emoved from t he Indian coun try 

shall t he r eafter at any tirne return or be found w.i. thin t he Indian 

count:ry , he shall be liable to a penal ty of ne thousand dol lars . n 

I have this day notified Hr . pring ,Uni t ed tate s Indian 

Polic eman , to arr est him should he return and to d.e liver him to 

a Deputy I;Iar shal with a view to prosecutin him under t he above 

sect ion of t he Revised tatutes . Please inform me if ou Tiill 

notify your ·arshals to recei ve him if turned over by t he poli ce­

man and 't'Ihe t her you will prose cute him under said secti on above 

refe rred to should he return . 

Thi s is a case of impor tance , i nasmuch as a great many others 

are waiting to s ee Nhat acti on ui l l be taken in this case and 

this office t herefore desi res t o have him vi gor ousl y prosecuted , 

---Union Agency p res s book , agent ~· 4 . --
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s i nce he has defied t he la1 and authority of tl1e United tates . 

The Principal Chi ef of t he Choc taw ation state s that t h is_ 

man Thorne was ve r y troubl esome and offensive and t hat his conduct 

in defying t he l a1s of t he l ati on and boasting o f it , was on t he 

order of an agi tator and i t seemed t o be his i nate and per s istent 

disposition t o creat e troubla , and he t her eupon demanded his 

removal, hich demand has been complied i th , and this office , 

through it s poli ceman , ha s r emove d h i m acros s t he li ne i n to 

Arkans as . 

Approved : 

J" . Geo . ',fr i ght , 

Very respe ctfully , 

J . Bl Hir Shoenfelt , 

U. ' . Indi an Agent . 

u •• Indi an I nspe ctor . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency , ·· uskogee , Oklahoma . Pres s book , Agen t ;~4 . 
Miscellaneous lette rs . 



Copy 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTER IOR, 

October 12 , 1899 . 

The Honorable , 

The Attorney General , 

Sir: 

I have the honor to inclose a copy of a communi cat ion 

of Oc t ober 9 , 1899 , fr om the Acting Commi ss ioner of Indian Af ­

fairs, r eporting to the Department in regard to a letter fr om 

Mr . A. s . McKennon , one of the Commissioners to the F ive Civilized 

Tribes, in wh ich it is stated that the Commission has been i nform-

ed t ha t certain claim agents have ob t a i ned f rom persons residing 

in Mis s i ssippi , claiming to be "Mississipp i Choctaws" , leases of 

land i n the Choctaw and Chickasaw nat i ons , wh ich they , by the 

terms of s uch le ases , designate as their al l otments , a nd under 

such l e a ses white men , or non- cit izens , have ent ered upon and 

t aken possession of large bodies of l a nd in these na t ions; tha t 

such pe rsons are arbitrarily withholding these l a nds from Chocta 

and Chickasaw citizens , who hav e t he right to ent er upon a nd occ u­

py t hem, and who desire , in c ompliance with section 29 of the 

Act of J une 28 , 1898 ( 30 Stat ., 495) , to select such l ands f or 

homesteads and allotments ; that this leasing and occupat ion 

is a d isregar d of the right s of these Indians , a nd obstructs the 

progre ss of all otme nt by the Commission . 

In Mr . McKennon ' s letter is quoted a letter from ·: • 

Davis A. Homer , re ce i ved by the Commission t hrough Indian Agent 

3'13 
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Shoenfel t , in regard to this matter , in whi ch .lfr . Homer st t es : 

"Information in thi s matter ill . be ve ry material ith 
us, as it appears that non-ni tizens living near Ryan , Ind . Ter ., 
claiming to have contrac ts for lease from sever al heads of fami ­
ly in t he State of Missisiippi , yet non- residents nor has ever 
resided in eit her Choct aw or Chickasaw nations . And thereby cre­
ating much i nterference with the enrolled Choct aws by blood as 
rega rd to i mprovement s , ete . " 

The said Act of June 28 , 1899 , provides th t the Com­

mission to t he Five Civi lized Tribes: 

"shall have authorit y to determine the identit y of Chocta In­
dians claiming rights in the Chaeta l ands under article four ­
teen of the treat y be t ween the Un ited States and the Chaeta a ­
tion, concl uded Septembe r twenty- seventh , eighteen hundred and 
thirty, and to that end they may administer oaths, examine it­
nesses, and perform all other acts ne cessary t hereto and make 
report to the Secretar y of the Interior . " 

The Department held in letter of August 10 , 1899 , to 

the Acting Chairman of s aid Commiss ion , that the ris s is s i p i Choc ­

taws who r emained in Miss i ss i ppi under Article 14 of the Tre t 

of 1830, and who remove to the Chocta Na tion no , would be en ­

titled to enrollment as citizens of s aid nation and to pa rticipat e 

in t he distribution of the property of the nation , th the ex-

ception of annuities . A copy of said letter is inclosed . 

As to the paragraph of said letter next to the last, 

it may be said tha t the Depa rtment intended to express no opinion 

furt her than that said Commiss i on havin made a schedule of Uss­

issippi Choctaws, including a number residing in ississip i , it 

was prima facie evidence tha t such per sons ere 1ississipp i Choc­

taws, and tha t those in ~ississippi mi ght become entitled to ci ti ­

zenship &c . upon joining t he irbrethren in the Indian Territory. 

91 
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Attention is called to the instructions of the Depart ­

ment to said Commission , approved August s, 1899, inclosed . 

There can be no question that those Indians who con­

tinued to reside in Mississippi have no ri ght to make the leases 

compl ained of , and that the lessees are t resp assers upon the lands 

of said nations. 

The Acting Commissioner concludes t hat there are two 

ways of dealing wit h the matter . One to have the lessees removed 

from the nat ions as i nt ruders . The other to prosecute them under 

section 2118 of the Revised Statutes; that "to attempt to have 

these trespa sser s and intruders removed would cause a grea t dea l 

of trouble for Agent Shoenfelt , and that if he were succes s f ul in 

accomplishing their removal , that in itself would not be suffi -

cient punishment , and therefore recommends t ha t the Department 

cause them to .be prosecuted under the section of the Revised Stat ­

utes above indica ted . As a further step for the protect ion of 

the Indians and their lands it would seem that , if these attorne s 

who have thus advised the [issis sipp i Choctaws , a r e residents 

of those nat ions , the ir presence i n said nations i s detrimenta l 

to the best int erests of the Indians , a nd that t he • should be 

removed under s ection 2149 of the Revised Statutes . " 

The Department ~ however , concludes that the best remedy 

is to be f ound in the Act of June 28 , 1898 , section 17 of h ich stete s 

"That it s hall be unl awful f or any citizen of an one 
of said tribes t o inclose or in any manner , by himself or through 
another, directly or indirect l y , to hold possession of an r reater 
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am~unt of lands or other proper t belong i ng to any s uch nat i on or 
t~1be than t ha t hich would be his ap pro xi mate s bare of t he lands 
belong ing to such nat ion or tribe and that of h is wire and his 
minor children as per allotment herein p rovided; and a ny person 
found in such pos ses s ion of l and s or ot he r propert y in exce ss of 
his sha re and t ha t of h is family , as a f oresaid or havi ng the same 
in any manner i n closed , at the e xp i rat ion of nine months after 
the passage of this Act, s hall be guil ty of a mis demeanor . " 

It i s cl ea r that the l anguage , "That i t sha ll be unla . -

ful for any citi zen" had referen ce a s well t o t hos e cl i ming t o be 

citizens as t o those admi t ted t o be s uch . 

Section 18 pr escr i bes the manner of procedure a ga i nst 

parties violating any of the provisions of s e c t ion 17 , and di re cts 

that. 

rrThe United St at e s d istr ic t a t t orne ys i n sai d Terr i t ory 
are re quir ed t o see t hat the provisions of sa i d s ection are 
strictly enf orced . " 

The Departmen t request s , there f ore that the Di stri ct 

Attorney be directed t o t ake steps i n this matt er i n a ccor dance 

with said sec t ion 18 , unles s in your opinion there exi st reasons 

which would not justify su ch a c t ion . 

Ind . Ter .Div. 
896 -1898 . 
2901 - 99 . 

2 Inclosures . 

Respe ctfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Act i ng Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Ageney No. 373 . Rece ived Oct . 19 , 1899 . Off ice 
of u. s . Indian Inspector for Indian Inspector for Indian Terri t ory . 
vashington oct . 12, 1899, Secretary. Tr ansmits copy of let t er to 

Attorney G~neral rel . to pr secuting holder s of l arge t racts of 
land in Choctaw N. under Choctaws in Mississippi. 



COPY 
51060 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR , 

L.R.S. 
rTASHINGTON , Oc t ober 25 , 1899 

Commissioner 

Of Indi an Affairs . 

Sir : 

On the 21st i nst ant t he Department transmitted to you the 

opinion of the Assistant Attorney Genera l dated t he 18t h i nstant 

in the contest between t he Kansas and Indian Territory Coal 

Mining Company and the Sans Bois Coal Company , and quoted f rom 

your letter of transmittal in hich it wa S" stated : 

~he leases have not been examined further than to ascerta in 
that they will have to be re - executed on account of t he def ect 
in the bond Which , it will be noted , re f ers to t he regula tions 
applicable onl to the Cherokee and Creek ations instead of the 
regulations applyi ng to t he Chocta and Chickasaw Nations . 
When the Department shall have determined t he ma tter of the 
contest and returned tbe leases with its decision to t h is of fice 
the leases and bond wi ll be returned to Inpsector right ith 
instructions as to corrections t o be made , after the y shall have 
been thoroughly examined in this office to ascert a in hether 
there be any f urt her defects in t hem . " 

In said depa rtme ntal letter of t he 21st instant it wa s 

stated: "Said lea ses a nd t he pa pers accomp anyi ng t he same are 

herewith returned to your office for f urt her consider a tion in 

accordance with the views expre s sed b the Assist ant Attorne y 

General." 

Before returning said lea ses to Inspector right , it is 

deemed advisable to further consider whether , in an y event , 

said company ought to be permitted to take such a large amount 

3~9 
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ot land -nearly 26 ,000 - under said leas·es, and you will 

make recomme ndat ion to the Depa rtment what , in your judgement, 

would be a rea onab le amount of land which may be leased to t he 

Sans Bois Coa l Company. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1785-1899 . 

1882- " 
3029- " 

. Ill 

r • 

Res pectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secr eta r y . 
T. R. 



COPY. 
EXECUTIVE OFFI CE , CHOCTA NATION 

Gr e e n McCur t ain , Pr i nc ipal Chi ef , 

Tushkahoma , I . T. Oct., 27th , 1899 . 

To the Honorable Secretary of the Interior , 

~ashington , n.c. 
Sir:-

As Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation , I feel it my duty 

to apprise you of the great dissatisfact i on which exists among 

the Choc taw p3 ople on account of' the transfer of the management. 

of our s choo ls from the Choctaw people to officers appointed by 

the Int er ior Deparwent , and t~ Choctaw :people have been utterly 

unable to see upon what ground tbe Depart:n.ent has taken this 

action and how the same can be in any way justified. 

Far nany years tbe qw stion of negotiating an agreeiiBnt or 

treaty wit h tm United States gover!lD'ent was agitated among the 

Choctaw people, and I was amo~ tm first to advise my people to 

negotiate a t reaty and used aJLl my ~f'forts to bring about that 

result. I wrot e letters , made ~eec.hes , subjected myself to 

criticism and to cal umny in order to bring; about. a peaceful and 

honorable set t lement or agreement with tm United States govern­

ment. , This agr eement was DB de on the 23rd day of April , 1897 , 

and was ratified both by the Congr ess of the United States and by 

a majority of t he Cho ctaw people. Under the terms of this agree -

ment, tm govemre nt of t m Choctaw people is to continue for a 

period of eight ye ars from t he 4th day of March , 1898 ~d it 

seem to JE that it would b e v.e ll he r e to note the language of 

this port ion of the a greene nt. It is a s follows : 

"It is further agreed, in view of t he modification ?f le g i s ­
lative authority and judicial jurisdiction here i n prov1ded , and 
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the neoes~ity of the continuance o'f the tribal government so 
modified 1n order to carry out the requirements of this agreezoont, 
that t.be same shall continue for the ~ ri o d of eig ht years from 
the 4th day of March, 1898. This stipulation is made in the be-
lief that the tribal g overnment so modified ill prove so satis­
factory that there ill be no need or desire for further change 
until the lands now occupied by the Five Civilized Tribes sh all 
in the opinion of Congress be prepared for admission as a state 
to the Union." 

It is clear from inspection of this proVision, that tb:t-

United States g overilDBnt solemnly pledged itself that tbe Choctaw 

Indians should re:zmi n in p ossession of al.l tm fu n ctiom o f gov­

ermnent for a period of ei ght ye a rs, e xcept insofar a s t my were . 
modified by the agreement. Nowhere in the agree~nt can can (S ic) 

a single line be found looking to tbe s u rrender of its school s ys­

tem ani tm ma.nagemnt of its s chools by the Choc t aw Tribe. The 

Choctaws have ha d a school system a nd a good one, one in e ve ry 

way acceptable to tmm, f ar many, many years, and t he re is noth­

ing a bout vtlich they are more jealous than the ri ght to direct 

and control t.he education of their own children. "" It is true that 
.5 
on page 17 of the agreement heretofore referred to, it is provid­

ed that tre revenues from coal and asphalt shall be used for the 

education of children of Indian blood of the members of said 

tribes, and it is further provided that all royalties from coal 

and asphalt mines shal.l be paid into t~ Treasury of tb3 United 

States and shall be drawn therefrom under such rules and regula­

tions as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior. 

No one who was a party to the agreement ever had a suspicion that 

this language would justify the Secretary of the Interior in 

wresting from. the Choctaw people the control and management o~ 

their schools. our understanding of this provision was t ha t it 

gave the Secretary of the Interior the power simply to determine 

the method by which the money should be drawn from the Treasury 

by 4uly authorized and constituted authorities of the Choctaw 



-3-

Nation, but that it was never intended to give him the power 

to prescribe such rules and regulations as would be tantamount 

to a surrender of their schools to tie United States government 

by the Choctaw Ieople. I cannot see that t.OOre is any warrant, 

either in reason or in law, for the course which has been taken, 

and I shall be glad if you wi 11 in die ate to ne the theory upon 

which the Depar1ment is proceeding. 

The Choctaw pe:ople, after mooh persuasion and after full 

assurame of good faith on t .he part of the United States g overn­

ment, negotiated, signed and ratified the a green:ent r e ferred to. 

They are willing to live up to t~ very letter of that agree­

mnt,, but they expect tbe United States government to do the same 

thing. They feel that i n this IIB tter the agreement has been de-

parted from and the Choctaw government is no longer in possession 

ot one of its most cherished i nstitutions. The only modifica-

tions in the government of the Choctaw people were in regard to 

their legislative ru thari ty and the jurisdiction of their courts. 

The legislative ruthority was modified only to the extent t hat 

all bills passed should be submitted to and a pproved by tbe Pres­

ident, and the jurisdiction of the courts was modified only as 

to certain crimes and certain civil matters . These are the 

only changes proposed and a greed to with reference to the 

powers of government to be thereafter exercised py the Choctaw 

people. 

It is impossible for me, or for any Choctaw who as a party 

to that agreement or who is faniliar with its histor y , to s ee 

any justification for taking away from the Choctaw Tribe of In­

dians the right to control and manage their own school system. 

I therefore respectfully submit 'that you at lea t give DE the 

reason for this departure from the terms of that solemn 

3 11 
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agreement, so that I may submit the same to my people and take 

such action in the future for their protection as the circums­

tances of the case may justify. 

Very respectfully, 

Green McCurtain 

Prin.Chief, Choctaw Nation. 



F. 

D EPARTMENT OF TH E IN T E R I 0 R, 

ASHING'II'ON . 
Oct ober 30 , 1899. 

United St a tes Indi an Inspector 

for t he Indian Territory, 

Muscogee , Indian Terr itory. 

Sir: 

Herewith you will find a copy of a letter from the Honorable 

the Attorney General , stating that a copy of depa rtmental letter 

of the 24th instant relat ive to the meeting of striking miners 

at Lehigh, in the Indian Territory , together With necessary 

instruct i ons to the officers of the Department of Justice con-

cerning the preservat ion of public peace and the pr evention of 

destruction of private prope rty , has been for a rded to the 

United St ates Judge at South McAlester , Indian Territory . 

Respect fu lly, 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
3121-1899, 

1 enclosure . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 400 . 
u. s. Indi an Inspector for Indian 
1899. Secre tary----Sends copy of 
about s t i rke. {S i c) 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

Received Nov . 5, 1899 ~ Office of 
Territory . Washington , Oct . 30 , 
let t er from Attorney Genera l 



Refer in reply to the following : 

Land 

51060-1899 
DEPARTMENT OF THE INr ERI OR , 

Office of Indian Affa irs· 
' 

Washi ngt on, Oct . 31 , 1899. 

The Ins pector, 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

There is enclosed ' herewith a copy of Department letter of 

October 25 , 1899 , in wh ich it is sta ted : 

3 i 

"Before returning · s aid leases to Inspector llri ght , 1 t is 
deemed advisable to further consider whet her , in an y event , s a id 
company ought to be permitted to t ake such a l a r ge amount of l and ­
nearly 26 ,000 acres - under sa id lea ses , and you will make recom­
mendation to .the Department wha t , in your judgement , ould be a 
reasonable am,ount of land which may be le·ased to the Sans Bois 
Coo 1 Company , n· 

This offi ce is unable , under t he circumst ances , to make an 

intelligent recommendation in the matter , and sha ll therefore be 

pleased to have your advice ,. a nd t ha t of agent Shoenfelt , with 

whom you are r equested to confer , before making any recommenda -

tion relative thereto . 

Your early report , with your views and those of Agent Sheen ­

felt, fully stated , is desired . 

Very respectfully , 

A. C. Tonner , 

Assi stant . Commissioner . 
G.A. W (B) 

{Endorsed} Union Agency No.399.Received Nov.4,1899 . 0f f ice of u.s . 
Indi an Inspect or for Indian Territory . Washin ton , D. C. Oct . 3l , l899 . 
Commissioner. wants r ecommendation as to advisabilit y of grantin 
so many leases to Sans Boi s Co. 



BI LL NO. 49 . 

CHOC TA N T I 0 N • 

.AN ACT 

Acc ep t i ng t he Agreement su bmit ted by t he 
pe cia l Commi ssi oner . 

Be it e na cted by the Gener a l Counci l of t he Choctaw Na t i on , 

assembled : Tha t t he gr eement made and entere d i nto by E . R. 

Cheadle , spe c i a l commi ssi oner on the pa rt of t he Choct aws jo i nt l y 

Ci vi l iz ed Tribes , a t South McAlester , Indi an Terr i t or y , on the 

5th day of Septembe r , 1.899 , where i n the t i me fo r enro llrnen t of 

new- born nd inter - marr i ed cit i zens of the Chocta nd Chi ck e 

Nat ions a l so the Freedmen of t he t o Nat i ons and their desc nd -

ants , a s f ixed and l i mi ted , 9e and ·t he s ame is he r e by a ccepted 

by the Genera l Coun cil of the Choctaw Na t i on , and this Act s ha ll 

take eff e ct and be i n for ce from and aft er it s p ss ge . 

Pa ssed t he House Oc t ober 31 , 1899 , 

Thomas • Hunt er , 
Speaker of the House of Repr esentat ives . 

assed the Senate Oct ober 31 , 1899 , 

H. P . va r d , 
r es i dent of the Sen te . 

(COPY ) F . 

Approved , October 31 , 1899 , 

Gr een cCurta i n , 
Prin ci p 1 Chi ef of 
the Choc taw Nat i on . 

(Endorsed) Union figenc r No . 663 . ~e c e iv ~d l~r . 24 , 1 9~0 . 0ffice of U. S . 
Indi an Insp ec t or for Indian Ter r 1tor y . ash1n t on , r ch 17 , 1900 , 
Secretar y- ---As to closing r ol ls of ci t i zens hi p in Choct a and 
Chickasa w Nati ons . 



Land 
52678-99 
2 Incls. 

The Honorable 

Department o~ the Interior 

OFFICE: OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

."lashington , Nov . 8 , 1899 . 

T~ Se cretary of the Interior , 

Sir: 

Th i s office is in rece1pt , by Departne nt reference of 

Octobe r 20 , 1899 , for consideration , report and recommenda­

tion, o f a letter dated October 14 , 1899 , from K. H. Hutches , 

of Brooken , Indian Terri tory, who asks to be informed as 

to the effect the new law of the Choctaw Nation , governing 

the prac tice of n:e dicine , will have upon druggists , and 

state s that he has been advised by Agent Shoenfelt and the 

Governor of the Choctaw Nation that he would not be per­

mitted to longer compound simple prescriptions for his 

customers ; that he has calls far prescriptions , and while 

he does not profess to be a physician it is almost im­

possib le to avoid compounding to a certain extent , and 

that .be might as well confine himse l f to the patent medi­

cine trade as to attempt to carry on his business 'Without 

the pr a c ti ce that he has heretofore pursued . 

As t he office had no information relative tot~ subject 

other tnan that contained in Mr . Hutches ' letter , said letter 

was un cer date of October t:n , 1899 , referred to Agent 

Shoenfelt for report . The office is now in receipt of 

a report f r om Agent Shoenfelt , dated November 1 , 1899 , 

approved by I nspector ~right , in whi ch it i s stated that 

411 

3)G, 
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Mr.Hutohes was reported by the authorities of the Choctaw 

Nation a s being engaged in the practice of Il2d ici~ i n 

violation of Se~tion 4 of the act passed by the General 

Council of said nation regulating the pract ice of' medi­

cine; that he (Shoenfel.t) notified Mr . Hut.cms of said 

law and r equested him to comply with the same or qui t the 

practice of medicine ; that shortly thereafter he received 

a letter from the principal ehief of the Choctaw Nation , 
in which i t was st ated that Mr .Hutches was writing and 

compounding prescriptions , thus infringing upon the rights 

and business of physicians , who had complied with the law; 

that at the same time he (Shoenfelt ) received a letter 

from Mr.Hutches in which he stated that he did not profess 

to be a physician , but t hat he had calls for prescriptions 

that it was impossible to avoid compounding to a certain 

extent, and that unless he was allo ed to compound simple 

prescriptions his business would be ruined . 

The office understands that there is a difference be­

tween compounding a prescription ani preparing one to be 

canpounded . It also underst ands that the office of a 

pharmacist is to compound the prescriptions brought to him 

by his cus t omers ; that a druggist is o~e wh o deals in 

drugs and one ho has , by implication , no authority when 

the law levi es a license tax on physic i ans to usurp t he 

functions of a physician . If a customer calls on a druggis t 

and tells h i m of his symptons and asks for medic ine , any 

compound prepared by that druggist on hi s own prescription 

would subject hi m t o the charge of prac t ic ing lll3d ic ine , 

although in an emergency such druggist mi ght i n t he i n t er es t s 

ot humanity be justif ied in doi ng s o. 
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The office dee s not understand that a druggist is presumed 

to know the full physiologial effect a combination of drugs 

will have on the human system, but that it is his duty 

to have a sufficient knowledge of drugs to enable him to 

properly and safely compound any prescription brought to 

him to be filled. 

The office is, therefore , of the opinion that when 

Mr.Hutches compounds a prescript ion, of which he is the 

maker, he is engaged in the practice of medicine , and , 

therefore , recommends that he be required to cease such 

practice unless he shall take t he examination required of 

physicians and pay the license t ax imposed upon them. 

From the copy of Agent Shoenfelt ' s report enclosed it 

will be ob,served that Inspector right. requests t hat for 

his information the decision of the Department and reply 

to Mr.Hutches be made through his of fice . 

G.A.W.(G) 

411 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant , 

. A. Jore s , 

CoiiDilissioner . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Washington. 

Uni t e d States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory , 

Mus co gee , Indian Terri tar:- y . 

Sir: 

November 10 , 1899 . 

The Depar"bnent is in receipt of a report from the Commis­

sioner of Indian Affairs dated t~ 8th instant , pursuant to 

departmenta1 reference of the roth ultimo for a report 

upon a letter dated the 14th ultimo from R. H. Hutches , of 

Brooken ~ Indian Territor y , desiring informa tion concerning 

the effec t of the law of t.he Choctaw Nation concerning t~ 

pra ctice of nedicine upon druggists , and stating t hat he had 

be en advised by t he United S t ates India n Agent for t he 

Union Agency , and also by the Principal Chief of the Choc­

taw Nation , that he would not be permitted to comp ound 

s impl e prescript ions for h is customers , and tha t if he 

is pr evented from so doi:Qg it Will be necessary for him 

to c on f i ne himself to the trade in patent medicines and 

his business Wi 11 t he reby be rna terially injured . 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs referred said letter 

to t he United States Indian Agent for report , and a copy 

ot his said report , approved by you , is forwarded by the 

Commis sioner . 

The Commissioner draws the distinction "between compound-

i ng a prescription and preparing one to be compounded , " and 

411 
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he states t hat "The office is , therefore , of t he opinion 
that vlb en Mr .Hutches compounds a prescript.i on , of which he 
1s the maker , he is engaged in the practice o'f xmdicine , 
and, the r efore , recommends that he be required to cease 
such practice unless he shall take the examination required 
ot physicians and pay the license tax imposed upon them. " 

The recommendations of the Commissioner are approved 

by the Dep artrre nt , and a copy thereof is enclosed herewith 

for your information. 

ingly. 

Ind.Ter. Di v . 
3022,325'1'-1899 . 
1 enclosure . 

You will advise ~IT . Hutches accord-

Respectfully , 

Webster Davis . 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No . 411 Received Nov . l7 , 1899 
Office of u . s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. 
Washing t on , November 10 , 1899 ~ Se cretary .--~-Re1ative 
to compounding prescriptions 1n Choctaw Nat1on.----

3)..0 
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McKinley r epublic an Club 

Talihina , I . T . ~ov . ll , l899 . 

ORGANIZED. l 894 . 

At a special mee ti ng of t he UcKi n ley ep ublic an Club he ld 

i n Talih ina I . T . Novem"b e r 11 ,.1900 ,. t he fo llowi ng consensus of 

opinion 1 ere unanimousl y indorsed . 

It being the undivi ded desire of t he 150 members o t h i s club 

tha t t he Choctaw L and Offi c e be loc ated at Talihina Ind .. Ty . I t is 

tbe op i n ion of the members of t h is club , a s 1e ll as t he Citize ns 

at l arge t hat Talih i na bei ng th e mor e centr ~lly loc ated , and 

provided wi th better Rail Road facilities , hote l adv ntages and 

being i n closer touch with the ma jorit y .o f t h e Full Bl ood I nd ians 

of the Sout hern port i on of the Choctaw Nat io n I nd . Ty . In brief 

Talihina is loc ated at . a more a ccess ible po i nt to a gre ater num­

ber o f citi zens t an any ot er po int on t he ·risco R . R. -------­

Be it ti1e refore Re solved-------------

That t h e Secretary of t h is club be and is 1~ reby i nstructed 

to communic a t e t hese fac t s t o t .he Da es Co illl is s i on , rr ith t he 

re quest that be fore loc ati ng said Land Office else he re ,. t hat t he 

c laims of Talih ina be g iven due consideration . 
D. G. Pearce 

S i gned 
President . 

D. Thomas 
-----------------

oecretary. 

To tbe Hon. Dawes Commission . 
,..· skoge e 7 'In'd. 'T,y. . . . 

(Endo rsed) Union Agen cy Iro.6900 CoDli.i l:SSion to F1ve Tr1 bes. ecd . :rov. 
23,189 9.Republican Club , Talihina , I . T . 11/17/99----Enc1.reso1u­
tions aski ng t r~t land office be establish ed at that point.----



D E P A R T r1 E N T 0 F T H E 
Townsite Commission , Choctaw 

Indian Territory . 

I N T E R I 0 R. 
ation , 

South McAlester , Ind . Ty , ov . 14th , 1899 

The Hon . Sec . of the Interior , 

ashington, D. c., 

Sir : 

Some time prior to the mov ing of the office of this Commis­

sion to South McAlester the town had been agitat i ng the question 

of incorporation , under the laws of the State of Arkansas , but up 

to the day we moved here , the incorporation had been delayed to 

await our coming . 

On t he day we moved here the incorporation was granted by 

the court , being hurried forward by the petitioners , on account of 

a ruling made by you in reference to the limits of rdmore , in the 

Chickasaw Nation ; the ruling (so reported) being to the effect that 

the limits of the town would be governed by the court in granting 

the incorporation . 

Officially , I know nothing of such a ruling , but I presume 

that it has heen made , as it is generally reported , and there is 

no contradiction of the reports . 

As I understand it , this place hurried forward its incor­

poration with a view to establishing the limits of the town and 

thereby governing thB action of this Commission in the premises . 

The incorporation lines take in about seven and one t hird 

squar e miles of country , which I estimate to be more than twice as 

much as the town actually covers . 

The Atoka greement provides that this Commission "shall 

l ay out town-sites , to be restricted as far as possible to their 

present limits ; "and at the time of the ratification of this 

Agreement by the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations--on the 24th day 
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of August , 1899-- there were no incorporated towns in the Choctaw 

Nation . Al l towns that are now incorporated in this nation , did 

· so under the authority of the 14th section of t he curtis Act , whi ch 

was a s sented to by the . two nations , when the greement was ratified 

with t he express understanding that the bmndaries of the towns 

were to be governed by the terms of the greement , wh ich were plain 

and easi ly understood . 

I n making this Agreement the two nations consented to the 

s ale of such lands as fell wi th in the limits of the towns , at the 

time of its ratification , and these limits could not extend be yond 

what was then the "present limits" ; or in other words beyond where 

improvements--other than t ill age , fencing and temporary houses--

were then located . ny other lands embodied in towns , without the 

Na tion' s consent , would be a violation of the express terms of the 

Agreement , and the t wo executives of the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nat ­

ions, wou l d not be authorized to g ive titles to the same . 

I t is contended by the court granting incorporation to this 

pl ace, that under the Arkansas laws he has f ull power to fix the 

boundari es of towns , and if be does it before this Commission has 

laid off t he towns , that we have no power to change such boundaries . 

This may be his powers under the Ark.ansas laws , if he were incor­

porating a town in the State of Arkansas , but under the toka Agree­

ment this part of the law is not applicable . Under section 14 of 

the Curtis Act, 4th paragraph , we find this language :-"For the pur ­

poses of t his s ection al l the laws of said state of Arkansas , as 

herein r eferr ed to , SO F R AS PLICABLE , are hereby put in force 

in said Ter ritor y" . Now , that part giving the courts power to fix 

the boundaries of towns--i f such power exists--is not appl icable 

to this na tion or t o t he Chickasaw nat i on , for the reas on that i t 
' 
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was adopted together with the toka Agreement , and with the lang-

uage of t he Agreement that was before the Indians , so plain that there 

was no mi taking (Sic) it or its terms . The towns were to be con­

fined to their present limits , and this Commission was given power 

to es tab lish these limits , under plainly expressed terms. 

The boundaries establ ished for this place are unjust , un­

re as onable and very much to the detriment of the nation . There are 

one or two parts of this proposed inclosure , comprising aB mueh as 

a se ct i on of l and each , on wh ich there is not a house located , be ­

s ides the houses of the Ind ian citizens ho occupy these portions 

as far ms , and V'bo intend to take allotments on them. several cit­

i ze ns of the nation who have farms around the town , are included 

in the lines of incorporation , and without their consent and against 

thei r protests . 

If you were to hold , or if you do hold , that the courts have 

power to est ablish these boundaries , and that such boundaries can­

not be changed by this Commission , it will be a very dangerous pre ­

cedent , as most of the towns in the nation , or in t he t wo nations , 

think that they are the metropol is of the country , and as such , en­

titl ed to large tracts of land . In fact many of them have already 

incorporated large bodies , far in excess of what they need and to 

what the terms of the Atoka Agreeroont would entitle them , and ot:ters 

will do the same thin g , when opportunity has been afforded them. 

The to wns of Lehigh and Coa l gate , in the Choctaw ation ,--both un­

settled mining towns - -have incorporated four or five square miles , 

e ach ; when one square mile ould , perhaps , include e i ther of them, 

excepting a few sca t tering houses. There is no demand f or lots at 

s uch pl aces , because there is no cert ainty of the permanency of the 

towns, and if so l d at all , the lats would bring a very low price . 
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In my opinion there is some underlying intent in all this 

great clamor for large toWn-sites; it may be to force as much Ind­

ian lands on the market as possible, and thereby cheapen the sales , 

and secure it at a nominal price . Real estate dealers at the better 

towns, would be enabled to pur chase at low pr ices, and hold until 

they could sell at greatly advanced prices, ~king large prof its 

on the s ame . ~hile on the other hand , if the towns are confined 

to their l imits , the v:acant lots for sale will bring good prices, 

which will not be monopol ize~ by monied men for that purpose . Men 

have a perfect right to buy land and speculate on it , but should 

not be permitted to for ce Indian lands on the market for that pur­

pose and thereby injure the nation . They are. wards of the Govern­

ment, have made a treaty in good faith and shoul d be protected in 

the carrying out of the same . 

The court not only claims the right to fix the bourn arie s 

of the town, but holds that he can fix the width and locatrion of 

all streets and allies, size of lots etc ., and would if he could , 

I presume, claim the right to fix the appraisements on lots and 

sell the vacant prop.erty . If he can fix the boundaries , there 

would appear to be the same authority for loc at ing streets and alleys 

and fixing the size of lots. The precedent w0uld indeed be a dan­

gerous one and one which the Choctaw Nation cannot well afford to 

see made, if it can be avo ided. 

As the nation 's representative I respec tfully r equest that 

this commission be instructed to fix the boundaries of this town in 

accordance with the terms of tbe toka greement , and regardless of 

any limits that may be or may have been prescribed by the court in 

granting a prayer for incorporat ion; and regardless of any street 

lines or alley line s that may have been prescribed by the court, 
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except as they conform to what should be the :proper lines of the 

same. 

Respectfully submitted, 

B • S • Smi s e r , 

Com. on the part of the Choctaw -ation . 



November 15, 1899 

Honorable Green McCurta in, 

Principal . ehief , Choctaw Nation , 
Tushkahomma, Indian Terri tcr y . 

Sir: 

I am in receipt of your co,nmunication dated the 27th ultimo, . 

received by the Department on the 13th instant, inwhich you 

state that you feel it your· duty to apprise me "of tre great 

dissatisfaction which exists among the Cho~taw people on 

account or the trans- (Sic} of the mana gene nt of our schools 

from the Choctaw IS ople to of'f :ic ers appointed by the Interior 

Depar1ment~ , ani the Choctaw p3 ople have been utterly unable 

to see upon what groum tm Dep arimen t had taken this a. ction and 

how the same can be in any ay jm tifie d . " 

You refer to the agreenent made by said na tion ith t .he 

Commission to too Five Civilized Tribes on the 23rd dey of 

April, 1897, which, as amended , is contained in sec'tion 29 of 

t~ act of Co~ress approved Jum 28 , 1898 (30 Stat . , 495) , and 

which, as amended , was ratif:ied by the Chocta Nation . You call 

attention to tre f ac t that under tm tenns of said agreement 
Q 

the triba]. gove:rn100nt was to continue far a period of ight (Sic) 

years from the fourth day of March , 1898 except as modified 

t~rein, am you state that "The Choctaws have had a school 

system and a good one , one in every way accept able to tm m, 

tor many, many years, and toore is nothi~ abcut which they are 

more jealous than tm r1 ght to direct and control t n, education 

of their own children." 

You also call attention ~o the provision in said agreel:JlSnt 

.. 
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relative to the appr opriation of the revenues from mineral 

lea ses whic h are to be used for t~ edma tion of children of 

Indian blocd of the members of said tribes , which revenues are 

to be pa id into the Treasm-y of t!a. United States and to be drawn 

therefrom "under such rules and regulations as shall be pre ­

scribed by tbe Secretary of the Interior. " You further state 

tha t "No one who was a party to the agreermnt ever had a suspicion 

that this language vo uld justify the Secretary of t.be Interior 

in wres ting from t .he Choctaw people t ,he oontrol ani management 

of their schoolsn; that yotr understanding of' said proVision 

was th at it gave the Secretary of th3: Interior t he power simply 

to determine the method by which the money should be drawn from 

the Tre asury by duly authorized and constituted authorities of 

the Choctaw Nation , and that it was not intended to author ize 

the Secretary to prescribe rules and regulations wh ich would be 

equiva l ent to a surrender or· t.be tribal schools to the United 

States goverlJl:IBnt by t~ Choctaw Nation , and you express the 

opinion t hat there is no warrant , either in reason or law , for 

the course t hat has been takelill , and you desire that tm Department 

indicate to you the theory upon the Depar"tment is proceeding . 

It is a matter of sone rurprise to the Depa.r"tment that any 

"great dissa tisfaction" is prevalent. so~ the. Choctaw people 

on account at tbe action of the DepartiJB nt with relation to the 

schools in t~ Choc taw Nation . The De~rtment bad supposed 

t.ba t t~ supervision o"f tbe schools by the Superintendent of 

Schools in Indian Terri tory and t.te Supervisor far tm Choctaw 

Nation wa s e ntir el.y to t.l'B au thori ties of said nation. In a 

rep art from tJ~, Super intenden t of Schools in Indian Territory 

dated August 19th l ast, 1 t is stated : 
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"The schools of the Choctaw Nation have mretofore been 
controlled by a board or education consisti :f f1 · 
TiZ' the principal chief ' a superintendent ~ ad ;~ members , 
three di s t rict trustees . This mti.on ha e uca on, and 
t~ entire control and managanent. of its :c~~~~~tt~ :::r;~~~~~d 
States government , and th .::; p.xinoipal chief h i 
Indian, i nt erested in t~ welfare of his ~ opl~ , ~e!m;rogr~s~~ve 
be relie ved C?f the responsibility of directing the edm~onal 
affairs of h1s nation. T~ three dis.tric t trustees ho have 

eac.t:,. here.tofore controlled one - third of t~ schools ' of th 
nation, a r e. intelligent Indlians , and are loyally supportin: our 
efforts to 1mprove the educational crk of that Nation. " 

With r eference to your statement ooooemir:g the school system 

of tn, Ch octaw Nation it may be ranarked that while , as you 

sta te, it is "in every way acceptable" to t J:e au thorities of 

said nati on , yet re-ports from the officials of the Unit.ed 

States carefUlly made with reference to the working of the 

same, s ho mny defects tmre in , and that rmny of the te achers 

were wholly incompetent , arrl that the schools have not been 

conducted for t.l:'e best interests of tie nation, or the children 

attending the same . 

Said agreene·nt re~ires that "The revenues from coal and 
asphalt, or so much as shall be necessary , shall be used for 
the educa ti on of tm children o-r Indian blood of the members 
of said t ribes . X X X X 

All coa l and asphalt mines in the - to na. tions , whether now 
developed , or t .o be hereafter developed , shall be operated , 
ani the r oyalties , therefrom paid into ti:e Treasury of the 
United St ates , and shall be drawn trerefrom under such rules 
and reg ula t iom as shall be prescribed by tte Secretary of the 
Interior. X X X X X X All leases unier this agree~nt shall include the 
coal ar asp hal ttml , or other mineral , as t re case may be X X • " 

This l as t provision iS different from that in tre original 

agreemen t i n that it makes all minerals subject to lease 

under t he pr ovisi ons of said agreerrent , ani all the revenues 

derived fro m mineral leases in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations 

must be "us ed for the education of too children of Indian 

blood o-r th e nembers of said tribes , " to the amount tm t shall 

seem "necessary" to too Secretary of tre Interior • 
Before 
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the Secretary could determine tbe necessity in said nations 

tor the use of said funds , it be c ame his duty to ascertain the 

condition of tha school s , tm efficiency of tra teacmrs and 

t~ manner in which the funds appropriated by t.he nations had 

been use d in the al.pport thereof . 

The reason for t.te appoint nent of a Superintendent of Schools 

in Indian Terri tory and a Supervisor for the Choctaw Nation , 

is found not only from the obligation resting upon tbe Secre­

tary to see that said funds are properly used for t.l:e purpose 

expressly directed in the statute , but also from the general 

duty imposed upo-n the Secretar y of t.OO Int,erior by law to 

supervise the "public business" rela tirg to t he _ Indians . It 

Will hardly be necessary to call your attention to tm pro­

vision of the Constitution of tbe United States , a rtic·le 1 , 

section 8, paragraph 3 , hich declares t l::a t Congress shall 

have tm powe r "to ~gulate commerce wi th foreign nations and 

among t~ severalL States , ani with the Indian tribes , " not to 

the several proVisions of the statutes of t h e United States 

relative to the govemnent and protection of the Indians , nor 

to the oblig ations of the United States to too Choctaw Nation 

under the several trea't~iee made wi t .h said nation. 

Reference mi ght be ade to the decisions of the United States 

Supreme Court, defining the status of the Indian tribes , 

notably in the case of the Cherokee Nation v . Tbe Kansas 

Railway Company, . where in Mr.Jus tie:e Harlan , speaking for 

the court ·said: 

"From the beginning of the government t.l:ey(t~ Indians ) 
have been treated as ' wards of fue nation', in a state of 
pulilage ' 'dependent political communities,' holding such 
relation~ to the general gover~ nt that tbey and the~ country , 
as declared by Chief Justice Marshall in Ch~rokBe ~at1on v . 
Georgia, 5 Pet.,l7, ' are considered by fore1g~ (S1c) 
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nations, as well as by ourselves , as being so com 1 t 1 the soTereignt y and dominion oft~ United Statesp ~hety under 
attempt to a c quire their. lams , or farm a politic~ C:nne~i'ion 
with tmm, 'R:>Uld be cons~dered by all as an invasion f 
territory and an act of hostility'. " 0 our 

Under t .be general provisions above referred to of the 

United St ates laws , as well as Ull(ie r the special provision in 

said agreenent set out in section 29 , the Department considered 

that the r e was ample authority for the Se cretary of the Interior 

to appoint su ch agents as should be deemed best by him to determine 

the necessi ty for the disbursements from any particular fund 

collected from said royalties for the benefit of tbe respective 

tribes. 

The purp os.e or· the Depar1ment was not to take any action that 

was detrimental to the tribal authorities , but , on t .he ot.her 

han!, to aid md assist by a just supervision over t~ dis ­

bursement s of said revenues in the establishment of good 

schools wit h competent teachers , to the end that every child 

of Indian blood sha.11. be able to receive a good. education in 

the schools of the respective nations . 

While 1 t i s true that there is no specific direction in 

. said agreement or in any statute requiring the Secretary to 

appoint an y Supervisor or Superintendent of Schools , yet it is 

believed that said authority may be inf'erred from tre p.ecessi ty 

that a rises for such supervisors or agents in carrying on the 

schools, an d i n tbe determination of the necessity for the 

disbursement of said funds for the support of t~ sane • Nor is 

1 t necessar y to have express statutory authority for the action 

Of the Depar1ment i n appointing said officers , for such appoint­

aents are cle arly within the scope of his authority and must 

be held to be l egal. In the case of the United States v . 

McDeniel (7 Peters ,l-14 ), Mr . Jua:tice McLean speaking for the 
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supreme Court, said : 

"A practical knowledge or the action of any one of tbe great 
departne nt s of t~ go verl'llOO nt , must con vine e every person that 
t.ba ~ad of a depar'bnent , in the distribution of its duties and 
responsibiliti es, i s often compelled to exerc i se his di scretion 
He is limited in the exercise of his ·powers by tbe Law; but it • 
does not follow that he must show statutory provision for every-
thing he doo s . No governnent could be administered on such 
principles. To attempt to regulate , by law , t~ minute movements 
of eve ry par t of t~ complicated machinery of governmnt would 
evince a most unpardonable ignorance on tbe subject . Whilst the 
great outli nes of its movermnts rray be marked out , and limita­
tions imposed on the exercise of its powers , there are numberless 
things which must be done , that can neither be anticipated nor 
detimd, and which are essential to the pro:I;er a ction of the 
government • " 

It is believed that the action of the school of fie ials of the 

United States Will secure enlarged facilities for tm education 

of t~ child ren of the me:nbers of the Choctaw Nation, and that 

the schools in said nation ill be great ly i mproved under their 

supervision. It is to be hoped that said of fie ials will 

rece1 ve t he cor dial. su·pport af the tribal. authorities and the 

mEDbers of said nation, to too end that the children tberein 

entitled to a ttend said schools may receive an education hich 

will better f' i t them for the duties of citizenship hen said 

tribal gove r n.n:E nt s.ba:ll cease under the ·provisions of said 

agreenent. 

A copy of your communication will be referred to the 

Superintendent of School s in Indian Territory for his considera-

tion, report a nd recommendation. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
3307-1899. 

Res:r;e ctful l y , 

(Sigm d ) E. A.Hitchcock 

Secretary . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R , 
ashington . 

The United States Indian Inspector 

For the I ndian Terri tory , 

Muscogee , Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

November 16 , 1899 . 

Inclosed hereWith you will find a copy of a communication 

from Hon.Gr een McCurtain , Principal Chief of th3 Choctaw Nation, 

dated Tushkahoma , I . T., October 2? , 1899 , complaining of tbe 

action of t he Depariznent relative to the control and supervision 

of the schoo l s in said nation under the pro visions of the Act 

of Congress approved June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495 }, and , also , 

a copy of t he reply of the Department thereto under date of the 

15th instant. 

Said co mmunication of the Principal Ch ief i s referred , 

through t he Commissioner of Indian Affairs and your office , to 

the Superint en dent of Schools in the Indian Terri tory, for his 

consideration , r eport and recommendation , and to be returned in 

the same manner, together with any sugges tion or recommendation 

you may desire t o s ubmit , to too Department . 

Ind. Ter. Di v • 
3307-1899. 
2 Inclosures. 

Respectfully , 

Webster Davis 
Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 421 Received Nov. 24 , 1899 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washing to~ , Nov . 16 , · 
1899. Secretary.----Sends copies of correspondence WJ. th Priz;t . Chief' 
Choctaw Nation ab out t h ei r schools for report of Supt . BenedJ.ct .-- - -



DE PARTMENT O F 'l1 H ~ IN 
'vi SHIN TON. T .c; R I 0 R. 

November 28 , 1899 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 

Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

Enclosed herewith you will find a c ommunication from r . 

B. S, Smiser, Commissioner on the part of the Choctaw Nation , dated 

the 14th ifist ant , stating that the to wn of South tic l es ter va s in­

corporated by the United States oo urt on t he day t he commiss ion 

moved to said town: 

Mr. Smiser states tnat "The incorporation lines take in about 

seven and one third square mi le s of c ountry , which I estima te t o be 

more than t wice as much as the town actually cover s . " He f ur ther 
states in said letter, that "It is con t ended t he court gra nting in­
corporation to this pl ace , th at under the Arkans as 1a ws he has f ull 
power to fix the boundaries of towns , and if he does it bef ore t h is 
Commission has laid off t he to wns , tha t we have no power to change 
such boundaries. " 

He furthe r states that "The boundaries establis hed fo r this 
place are unjust, unreasonable and very much to t he detriment of the 
nation. There are one or two parts of this proposed inclosure , oo m­
prising as much as a section of land e ach , on which t here is not a 
house located, besides tbe houses of the Indian citizens who occupy 
these portions as fa rms , and who intend to take allot ments on t hem. 
Several citizens of the nation who have farms around the town , are 
included in the lines of incorporation , and without their consent 
and against their protests." 

He further stat es that· "The court not only claims the right 

to f'i:x the boundaries of the town , but holds that he can fix the 

Width and location of all streets and allies (alleys} , size of lots 

etc, and would if he could, I presume , cla im the right to fix the 

appraisements on lots and sell the vacant pro per t y . " 

The Department is not in po sses s ion of the judgement of the 

court fixing the corporate limits of the town , and before final ac ­

tion is t ak en thereon it is deaired that you report fully upon the 
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allegations made by JIJr . Smiser in his said communication , and esp-

e ially whether there has been any official ruling by the court 

relative to its jurisdiction to determine the limi t s of the town , 

the location of the streets , and any other matter that in your 

judgment the Departrmnt ought to be advised relative to the action 

of said court in t he premises . In transmitting said report you will 

make such recommendations as in your judgment you shall deem proper . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
3341-1899. 
1 enclosure. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed} Union gency # 428 , received De Q. ? , 1899 , office of u.s. 
Indian Inspector fo r I . T. Nashington , Nov . 28 , 1899 . s ecretary . 
Refers letter of Townsite Commissioner Smiser relative to incorpor-
ated town of South McAlester . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F ' T H E I N T ~ R I o R. 
OFFICE 0F I NDI.aN 1 FFAIRS . 

'/ashington. December 1, 1899. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

There is enclosed, herewith , a report dated November 16 , 

1899 1 from Inspector I./right, transmitting Bill No . 8 , an act of 

the recent regular session of the seneral council of the Choctaw 

Nation, approved by the Principal Chief October 19 , 1899 . The 

Act is entitled: 

"An Act creating the office of Delegate to att end the City 

of Washington, D. c., and prescribing his duties . " 

By Section one of said ct the office of Delegate to dashing­

ton is created and the Principal Chief is authorized and directed 

to appoint, with the advice and consent of the s enate , some compe­

tent person as Delegate to 11/ashington who shall represent the Choc­

taw Nation be~ore the Departments or before any Committee of congress , 

relative to the affairs of the Choctaw Nation and keep the Prine ip3. .L 

Chief thoroughly advised as to all matters comi~g under his super-

- Vision and he is also r eq ui red to make annual report in writing or· 

all his actions to the general council of said nation . 

Section two provides that said Delegate shall be a Choctaw 

by blood; that his term of office shall be for the period of two 

Years unless sooner removed for good cause, and he shall bJe required 

to remain constantly in iV ashington, D. c., unless otherwise directed 

by the Principal Chief. 

Section three provides that the salary of said Delegate shall 

be 12500 per annum and $1,000 per annum for expenses, payable quarter ­

lJ, and that he shall be required to present his itemized account 

his annual report to the general council. 
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Section four provides that the uditor shall issue his war­

rent upon the National Treasurer for said s a lary, and the Na tional 

Treasurer shall pay the same . 

In Insp ector /right's report it is stated that he addressed 

a communication to the rincipal Chief asking for some inform ti on 

in reference to the necessity for this Delegate in view of the fact 

that the Choctaws had entered into an agreement with the governmen t 

concerning their affairs, to which the said Principal Chief replied , 

in part, as follows : 

"I have your letter of the 7th instant relative to the cts 
of Council now in your hands . I note what you have to say in regard 
to the Delegate Bi ll , that in view of the fact that the Choctaws 
have entered into an agreement with the government concerning their 
affairs, it is not clear to me (you) as to the necessity for this 
delegate. In reply, allow me to say that the fact that we have an 
agreement with the government is just exactly what has g i ven rise 
to tbe necessity for our having a delegate at ashington . our re­
lations are such now as to demand that we have a man present our 
affairs to the Department. Here tofore, our business with the u. s . 
Government was limited and could ell be attended to by correspond­
ence and an occasional visit to vashington , but under the present 
condition, all or nearly all our affairs are under the supervision 
of the U. s. Government and our interests are as much at ~ashington 
at home. (Sic) ~hile we have an agreenent with the u. s . Govennment , 
we cannot afford to st nd idly by and depend upon it alone for our 
rights--indeed it would seem that owing to the many constructions 
placed upon it and the curtis Bill , a closer vigilance is required . 
To deny us a delegate would be to silence us on onr own interests. 
Many questions affecting out( Sic) interests have arisen at ,vashing­
ton and had we remained passive and silent on them, depending on the 
speechless agreement to present our interests and arguments , our 
interests would have been sorely neglected. any other questions 
will arise in the future, of equal import, and experience has taught 
us that we must guard our own interests as much so as we ca n to in­
sure our receiving justice. All we ask is that t he Agreement (Sec. 
29 of the Act of Congress approved June 28 , 1898 ) be carried aut; 
but we have no assurance of that being done unless we have p roper 
representation at Vashington. The duties of the . delegate to be ap­
pointed under the ct of Council referred to are cle arly set forth 
in said Act and I think if you will consider the matter from our 
standpoint ~f interest you will consider the matter from our stand­
point of interest you will readily see the necessity for such a 
representation at Vashington." 

Inspector right says that the rincipal Chie:f further stated 

that the nomination or selection of the delegate had not yet been 

decided upon and that it would not be done until after the Act had 

been approved. It would seem that if the Choctaw Nat ion dasires 
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a representative at v ashington to loom after the interests of said 

nation and keep the authorities advised relative to Choctaw matters , 

it should be permitted to do so , and if the Department can be as ­

sured that the person appointed will be one who is already familiar 

with matters of interest to the Choctaw Nation and is , to some ex­

tent, at least, famili ar with departmental affairs and rulings re ­

lative thereto, the Act should be approved , as it is thought that 

the locating here of a trustworthy and reliable representative of 

said nation will be of great service to this office and the Depart­

ment, as well as to the Choctaw Nation . 

It is therefore recommended in the event the Department is 

advised, as above indicated, that this Act be forwarded to t he Pres ­

ident for executive action with the request that it be approved . 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

• A. Jones , 

(G.A. W. )P: commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 495 received Jan . 5, 1900 , Office of u.s. 
Indian Inspector for I. T. v ashington , Dec . 26 , 1899 o Secretary , 
Choctaw Act authorizing delegate to Washington APPROVED . 



D P Tl.IENT OF THE INTERIOR . 

OFFICE F INDiii. FF ' IRS . 
~f.c-..SH GTO J. De cember 1 , 1899 . 

The Honorable 

The e cretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

There is enclosed , he rewith , a report dated ovember 16 , 

1899, from Inspector jright , t ransmitting Bill No . 38 , an act of 

the regular session of t he genera l council of the Choctaw n at ion , 

approved by the Principal Chief on Oc tober 30 , 1899 , and entitled 

"An Act appropriating money for the removal of intruders" . 

This ct appr opri ates the sum of $350 for the purpose of 

removing intruders from the Choc taw a tion . i'H th reference to 

this appropriation Inspector 1 ~right says that it is made in order 

to defray the e xpenses of United St ates Indian police in remov­

ing parties re quested to be removed by the Cho ctaw authorities , 

and as there is no avai l ab le appropria tion for the payment of · the 

expense of these r emovals , he recommends the a pnroval of the l ct , 

in wh ich said r e commendat ion this office concurs . 

Ve r y respectfully , 
· Your obedient servant , 

·1. • Jones . 
(G.A.. i .) P . commi ss i oner . 



Dec. 1, 1899 

I I ' D I 1i IN I I N 

HERE 'fO p v~ (.; TI t' ~J II I cr c r_:: v l'.t l.. I c ~ , 

Dawes Commission of 2 i ve ivfilized Tri bes pen Off ice - -

Over ne Thou s a nd ed •. ~e n ~·xp ected to ~·.:ake ... pp l ication Befor e 
Oillitli ssi on ' s 11 ork 1,nds . 

The g rea t number of ·ndians seen on t he streets of .~erid i an 

yesterday created no li ttle i nterest among ci t i zens \vho . ie r e 

not aware o f t he ob ject of' the i r vi it . The vis i tors .J ere not 

idle si ght - seers . The y came to receive their rights from this 

government , pr ovi di ng thei r cl aims are proven ~ 

Th e Da es Commi ss i on to the five civilized tribes arr i ved 

in • eri dian '"' unda y and opened an office in the government 

buildi ng est e r day . 

he pur pos e of the commi ss i on i s to examine app l i cants 

for i denti f ica tion as I. i ss i s sipp i Choctaws to ci tizen<"h ip i n 

the Chocta 'J Jation . 

!hile t h is ha s but sli ght signifi cance to the averabe ~hite 

citizen , to the Red ·!an o the aoo ve tribe i t means dollars , 

thousands of them , as e a ch one provin g h i s t i t l e will r e ce ive 

from Uncle Sam a pro p erty cla i m valued at s ome t hi ng lik e thi r t y 

thousand amolion s . 

To observe one of these s ob er - looki n ndians stand i ng on 

the street corner ha l f cl a d and shiv eri ng , i t w uld not str i k e 

you tha t he is more tha n ap t t o fail heir t t he snug little 

ortune above quo t ed , nevertheless it is true and it i s onl y 

o f about ninety days when t h e cl a i r: s will be d istri-
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The par ty compr i s i ng the commi ss ion no vv at work in the 

city con s i s ts o f l . 0 . Be all , ch ief clerk ; G. 1 . v. ~nerson , 

examiner ; I· is s yra Young , ;·rs . '' · • Bro m and obt . L. s treet , 

who are t h e official stenographers . 

a ch applican t before the cor i ss i on has to appear in 

person a nd e examined under oath , .r . J . P . 1al ker , of thi s 

city , ha vi ng been appoint ed notary pub lic before whom affidavits 

are made . 

Duri g the meeti g in t h is cit y it is estimated that 

something like one thous and t o hundred a ~;:pli cants \1 • 11 a _ p ear 

before the co mm i ss i on , wh ich is in session dai l y from 9 unti l 

5 o' clock . Those ho have busine s s wi th the corruni ssion will 

observe the s e hours . 

)Endorsed) Union ~.gency , 33 . r o t ices to .. i sissipp i hoctaws 

tor enrollment . 

' I 



D E P A R T r.r E N T 0 F T H E I I T 
~ .rtSHINGTON . 

R I 0 R. 

December 6 189 9 
' 0 

i'he President , 

sir : 

I have t he honor to submit herewith for exe cutive a ction , 

under the provisions of section 29 of the act of Congress approved 

June 28 , 1898 { 30 Stat ., 495) , "Bill No . 6 . Choctaw lat i on . n 

Act for t he r eli ef of I\Ir s . Jane F . McCurtain . " 

Said a ct was approved by the Principa l Chief of the Cho c­

taw Nation , c t o ber 19 , 189 • It a ppro priates the sum of rr l , 070 . 40 

to reimburs e J1Ir s . Jane F . McCurtain for mon e y exp ended by her a s 

interest incur red on debts while s he wa s Superintendent of Jones 

Academy . 

The United t a tes Indian Inspecto r for t he I ndi an Terri -

tory recomme nds that said act be a pproved . His recommend a tion .is 

concurred in by the Commissioner of I ndian .. ff a irs . I ha ve , there ­

fore , to recomme nd that said act be approved . 

The lette r of the Uni t ed Stat e s Indi an Inspector , together 

With a copy of t he r eport of the Commissioner of Indi an ffa irs , 

is enclos e d here with . 

Ind . Ter . Div . 
3508- 1899 . 

Res pe c tful1y , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 
Se cretary . 

3 enclosures . 
(Indorsed) Union ngen c y # 447 , receiv e d Dec . 18 , 1899 . office of 
U. S . Ind . Insp . for I . T. . ash i ngton , De c . 9 , 1899 . s ecretary , 
eturns Choctaw Act for relief of .rs . ·IcCurtain , ap pr oved . 



The President , 

Sir: 

D E P A R T ~ E N T 0 F I N T E R I 0 R. 

'ilA.SHI JTGTO I . 
De cember 6 , 1899 . 

I have the honor to submit he re i th for executive action 
' 

under the provisions of se c t ion 29 of the act of congress approved 

June 28, 1898 ( 30 St at ., 495) , "Bill No . 17 . Cho ct aw Tation . An 

Act fixing the salary of t he Trus te e under t he toka Agreemen t . " 

Said act was approved by the Principal Chief of the Cho c­

taw Nation October 25 , 1899 . 

Section l o f said a ct fixes the salary of the Mineral 

Trustee for the Choct aw Na tion appointed under the provisions of 

the agreement set out i n section 29 of said a ct of June 28 , 1898 , 

at $4,000.00 per annum, payab le quarter ly out of the Na tional Tre­

asury upon the warrant of the Nat ional ." uditor . 

Section 2 declares that sa id Trustee shall not be allawed 

any continge nt fund , or neces sary travel ing expen se , or any other 

expenses incidental to the discharge of hi s dut i es , out of the 

National Tre asury of t he Choctaw Nation , and that said sum of 

$4 ,000.00 shall be in full of a ll demands payab l e out of the tre ­

asury of the Choctaw nation . 

The United s t ates Indian Inspe ctor for the Indian Terri ­

tory refers to the fact that he was advised by the Depar t ent , 

"That a salary of 2,500.00 together wi th ne ces sary traveling ex­

penses, if passed by the Choct aw council , would meet with the 

approval of the Department," and he calls attention to the fa ct 

he was inforroo d that it was represented to the council of 
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the Choct aw Nat i on that an a llowance of $2 , 500 and necessary 

traveling expenses would pro ba bl y exceed in the aggregat e '1( 4 , 000 , 

and that a ma j or i ty of the Choctaw ouncil desired that the com­

pensation of t he Mi neral Trustee should be fixed at a gros s sum 

including a ll traveling expenses . He recommends t ha t said act be 

given a f avor ab l e considerat ion , and h is r e cornrnendat ion is con-

curred in by the Commissioner of Indian . f fairs . I ha ve , t here -

fore, to r eco mmend tha t s a id act be approved . 

The l etter of t he Un i ted St ate s I ndia n Inspector , t o-

gether with a copy of t he repor t of t he Commis sioner of Indi an 

Aff airs, i s enc l osed herewith . 

Resp ect f ully , 

E . o Hitch cock . 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
3506-1899 0 

3 enclosures. 
fEndorsed) Union ~gen cy r. 450 , r eceived De c . 
U. s. Indi an Inspector f or I ndi an Territor y. 

s e ere t ar y . 

18 , 1899 , ff ice of 
~ash ing ton , Dec . 9 , 

1899. Se cre tary . Returns Cho ctaw ~ ct f i x ing sal ary of Mini ng 
Trustee, appr oved . 



The President, 

Sir: 

DEPART ME NT OF T ffi INTERIOR • 
~vASHIIJGTON . 

De cember 6 , 189~. 

I hav e t he honor to submi t herewith for executive t · ac 1on~ , 

under the p rovisions of sec t ion 29 of the act of Congress apnroved 

June 28, 1898 { 30 Stat. , 495) , "Bill No . 38 , Choctaw Nati. on . n 

Act appropri a ti ng money for the removal of intruders . " 

Said act wa s approve d by the Princip a l Chief of the Choc-

taw Nation October 30 , 1899 . Said act appropriates the sum of 

1350.00 for t he purpos e of removing intruders from the Choctaw 

Nation. 

The United S t ates Indi an Inspector for t he Indian Ter -

ritory states that sa id approp:- iat i on wa s made in order to defray 

the expenses of Unit ed Stat es Indi an Police in removing pa r ties 

requested to b e remov ed by the Cho c taw authOJTities and who may 

be removed by t h e direction of the Department , and he recommends 

that said act be ap r oved . His recommendation is concurred in 

by the Commissio ne r of Indian .n.ffairs . I have , therefore , to 

recommend tha t s aid a ct be approved. 

The lett e r o f the Uni t ed States Indian Inspector , ro ge ­

ther with a cop y of the report of the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs, is encl. osed herew i th . 
Respectfu lly 

E. A. Hitch cock . 

Ind. Ter. Div. Secretary . 
3507-1899. 
3 enclosures • 
(Endorsed) Union Agency # 446 , r e c e ived Dec . l8 , 1899 . Office of 
Ul. B. lndi an I nspe c t or for I ndi a n Ter r i to ry • . , a s h ington , Dec • 9 , 

899 . Se cretary. Returns c ~ octaw 1 ct maki ng appropr i ation f or 
rerno al o f intruders, appr oved . 



DEPARTMEITT F THE INrERI R . 
J SRI GTOl • 

De ce mber 6 , 1899 . 

The President, 

Sir: 

I have the h onor to submit here with for execut i ve a ction , 

under the provisions of section 29 of t he act of congress approved 

June 28, 1898 ( 30 Stat ., 495) , "Bill o . 41 . Choctaw Na tion . n 

act appropriating money to defray t h e expenses of three commission-

ers." 

Said a c t was approved by the Principal Chief of the Choc~ 

taw Nation October 30 , 1899 . It appropriates the sum of ~300 . 00 

to defray t he expe·nsss of a commission of three Choctaws by blood 

who were a ppointed by the Pri n ci pa l Chief to confer with a like 

Chickasaw commission. 

Said act is recormr.ended for: approval by the United St a tes 

Indian Inspec tor for the Indian Territor y , whose recommendation . 
is concurred in by the ·commissione r of Indian · ffairs . I have , 

therefore, to re co mrr..e nd that said a ct b e ap oroved . 

The letter of said Inspector , together wit h a cop y of the 

report of the Commiss i oner of Indian ff a irs , is enclosed herewith . 

lUI Ter.Div. 
3512-1899 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 
s ecretary . 

3 enclosures. . 
t"' do:rsed) Union ·· ~ency # 442, re c eiv~d Dec . _18 , ~899 . ff1ce of 
u. B. Indian Insp ector for Indian TerTltory . dash1ngton , De c . 9 , 
l899. Secreta ry returns Choctaw ct to pay expenses of three 
COlDDl.issione rs, ap proved . 



D E P A 

The Presiden t , 

Sir: 

T 1 E N T 0 F T R E I N T E R I 0 R. 
~J \SHI 'JGTON . 

De cemb er 6 , 1899 . 

I ha ve the honor to submit he re with for executive acti on , 

under the provisions of section 29 §f the act of Congress approved 

June 28, 1898 ( 3 0 Stat ., 495) , "Bill No . 52 , Choctaw Nat i on . An 

Act to defray the expenses of the Board of Health . n 

Said a c t was approved by the r i nicpal Chief of the Choc ­

taw Nation October 31 , 1899 . This act appropriates the sum of 

$10,000 to defray the expenses of the oard of Health in taking 

such means and measures as may be necessary to prevent the spread 

of, and to st amp out , the disease of smallpox now existing with­

in the limits of the Choc taw Na tion , and provides that the Board 

of Heal t h sh all a t all times be under the supervision of the Prin-

cipal Chief. 

The Un i ted St at es Indian Inspector recommends tha t said 

act be appro ved , and his recommen dat ion is concurred in by t he 

Commissioner of Indi an Affa irs . I have , therefore , to recommend 

that said a c t be a pproved. 

The le t t er of said Inspector , together with a copy of the 

report of t he Commi s si oner , is en closed herewith . 

Ind.Ter. Div. 
3511- 899. 

Respectfully , 

E . A . Hitchcock . 
Se cretary . 

I enclosures. 
(Endorsed) Union ~gency #448 , re ce ived Dec . 18 , 1899 . Offi ce of 
U.s. Indian Inspec tor , f or I . T. Vashi ng ton , De c . 9 , 1899 . 
Returns Choctaw Act to defray expenses of Board of Hea lth , approved . 



D E P A R T ~ · E N T 0 F T H E I N T .r; R I 0 R • 
Off i ce of I ndian ffairs . 

'lASH I UTOr' . De cember 7 , 1899 . 

J. George Wri ght, Es q., 

Sir: 

u. s . I ndian Inspe c t or , 

Muscogee , I . T. 

Herewi t h i s enc losed a letter from Wilkinson and Kennedy , 

attorneys at l aw , of Sou th McAlester , I . T., dated November 28 , 1899 . 

They state that Ind. ian Agent J ~ Blair Shoenfel t entered an opinion 

in the mat t er o f cla i m against one G. c. Cochran "for royalty on 

certain goods e xposed for sale by him i n the Choctaw Nation ad-

versley to th e con ten ti on of the said Cochran and his attorneys , n 

and that they desire t o appeal from the decision of the said _gent , 

and ask to be i nforme d as to the method of procedure . Their letter 

is referred to you f or appropriate action . 

Very respectfully , 

\V. • Jones . 

W. C. V. ( L ' E) Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy # 435 , re ceived De c . 11 , 1899 , Office of 
U. s. I ndian Inspector f or I . T. ' ashington , Dec . 7 , 18~9 . 
Commissioner· Refers letter of Wilki nson & Kennedy relat1ve to 
appeal of G.' c. Cochran from agen t s dec ision concerning merchants 
tax in Choctaw £ation . ' 



111c1nson & Kennedy, 
Lawyers. 

ott1ce in East - ilkinson Bldg. 

SOUTH 1c LESTER , I D. TER., Nov . 28~h,l89 9 . 

commissioner of Indi an Affairs , 

Washington, D. c. 

Sir,-On the l?th inst. Ron. J . Blair Shoenfelt , u. s. 
Indian Agent, a t Muscogee, Ind . Ter . rendered an opinion in the 

matter of a cla im against one G. c. Cochran for royalty on cer­

tain goods exposed for sale by him within the Choctaw Nation ad-

versely to the contention of the said Cochran and his attorneys . 

We desire to appe al to you for a review of his decision . We are 

not advised as to what is cus tomary in your department concerning 

matters of this kind--as to whether we should file a formal peti -

tion for an a ppeal with the agent , or apply to you for an order 

directing the agent to send all papers in the case to your depart ­

ment. If consistent with the rules of your department , will you 

kindly direct the agent at Muscogee to forward all papers concern­

ing this matter to your office . ~ e should like to file at the 

proper time a brief and argument in the case with you . 

435 

very respectfully , 

Wilkinson & Kennedy . 



DEP ARTMENT OF THE INTERI 
~ ASHINGTON . 

0 R. 

The President, 

Sir: 

December 16 , 1899 . 

I have the honor to submit herewith for executive action , 

under the provisions of section 29 of the act of congress approved 

.Tune 28, 1898 ( 30 Stat ., 495) , "Bill No . 13. Choctaw Nation . An 

Act authorizing the appointment of a commission to negotiate wtth 

a like commission from the Chickasaw Nation . 

Said act was approved by the Princi pa l Chief of the Choc­

taw Nation October 25 , 1899 . 

Section 1 of said act authorizes the Principal Chief of 

said nation to appoint a co mmission of three competent persons , 

Choctaws by blood , to meet a commission from the Chickasaw Nation , 

tor the purpose of mak i~g a final and satisfactory settlement re ­

lativ~ to the payment of al l royalties that may be due from either 

ot said nations to the othe r , and to arrive at and p,erfect an agre­

ement to secure to said Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations their joint 

co-operation against the land claims of the Ussouri , Kansas aml 

Texas Railway Company within said nations . 

Section 2 of said act requires sai'd ,~ commiss ion to make a 

written report to the Principal Chief of the actions of the joint 

commissions r elative to the royalties , to be by him submitted to 

the next succeeding session of the General council for final act iob. 

thereon. 

Section 3 authorizes the Princi pal Chief to adopt such mea­

sures as in his judgment may be necessary to carry into effect the 

recoDDnendat1ons and agreements of said cormni ss ion in regard to said 

clailll8 or said railway company. 
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Sec tion 4 provides that if the Chickasaw Nat ion should re­

fuse to appoint a commis sion , as provided in section one of said 

act, the commi ssion on the part of the Choctaw Nation hall act in­

dependently of s aid· nat i on in t b3 matter of said railway company's 

claim, and authorizes the Principa l Chief to act upon the recom­

mendations of said commission without the co-opera tion of the Chi ck-

asaw Nation. 

Section 5 prescribes the compensation which each of said 

commissioners shall receive , viz : fiv e dollars per day and ten cents 

per mile whi l e in actual service , and also requires each commissioner 

to verify h i s a c count and submit the same to the Principa l Chief , 

upon whose certificate the National uditor shall issue his warrant 

on the National Treasurer who shall pay the same . 

The Uni ted States India n Inspector for the Indian Territory 

recommend s t he approval of said act , and h is recommendation is con­

curred in by the Comro.issioner of Indian a f f airs . I have , therefore , 

to recoiiliOO nd that said act be a pproved . 

The letter of the Unit,ed States Indian Inspector , together 

with a copy of the report of the Commissioner of Indian ffairs , 

will be found wi th Bill No . 41 (Ind . Ter . Div. 3512) . 

Ind.Ter. Di v. 
3532,3512-1899 . 
3 enclosures. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency 
Indian Inspe c t or for I . 
Choctaw Act au thori zing 
APIR OVED. 

Re spe c tfully , 
E. A. Hitchcock . 

Se cretary . 

# 498 received Jan. 5 , 1900 . Office of u.s . 
T. Washington , Dec . 26 , 1899 . Se~retary . 
commission to meet Chickasaw comm1ssion 



DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR , 
United States Indian Service . 

Union Age ncy , 
Muskogee , I . T., Dec . 22 , 1899 . 

Hon.Green McCurtain , 

Sir:-

Prin. Chief Choctaw Nati on , 

Sans Bois , I . T . 

Enclos ed hereWi t h i s a let t er from Hale & Rosser , attorneys 

at law a t Cameron , I . T., written in behal f of I . P . Allen of Carters­

ville relative to hold:ing cattle in the Choc taw Nation . 

You wi ll note that tmy state they have advised Mr . llen to 

settle and make tm b e st settlEment he could. They further 

state tha t Mr.Allen ha s been in t~ Indian Terri tory about fif -

teen ye ar s, and eve r si n ce be has been in this country he has 

been de a ling in cattle buying from and selling to both Choctaws 

and whites, that if be has ever brought any cattle i nto the Terri­

tory they are not aware o f it , but that at any rate they are sure 

he has b ro ught in v e ry fe w. This let t er is referred ta you f or 

your information and de c isi on i n t lle matter . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Blair Shoenfel t . 

U. S . I ndian Agent . 

Approved 
J .Geo • r i ght 

U. S .Indi an Inspe c tor. 



Refer i n repl 

Land. 
61,287-1899 . 

The Honor able 

(Copy ) 
to t he f ollo wine : 

DEPART .ffiNT OF THE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indian Affa irs , 
a s h i ngton , 

De cember 29 , 1899 . 

The Se cret ary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have t he honor to tran$mit , her with , n Act of the 

Choct aw Nat i ona l Council passed at it s regular 1899 session, ap ­

proved by t he rincipa l Chief · October 31 , 189 , entitled : 

" n Act appropriat i ng money for repairs and i mpr ovements at 

the Arms t r ong Orphan Academy" . 

Sec t i on one pr ovi des f or an appr opr i ation of Al , OOO for the 

purpo se of makin additions and repa i rs at Armstr on Academ neces -

sary to the comfort and c onvenience of the pupi l s . 

Sec t i on t wo directs that theN tional Auditor shell issue 

his arrant for s a id amount in favor of the Superinte ndent of s id 

Academy , and that t he Na tional Tr easurer shall pay the s me . 

Inspe c t or Wright in hi s report states that the Pr incip~l 

Chief says "r elat ive to the Act of t he Counci 1 appropr i at i ng 

1,000 for r epa i rs and i mprovemen t s a t the rmstron Academy will 

say tha t i t is the i ntenti on of the appropri ating a ct t hat this 

money come fro m the school fund held b y the United States overn­

ment and belong i ng to the Cho ctawsn . He also states that r . 

John D. Benedic t , Superintendent of Schools i n t he Indi an Territory , 

MO 
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sye.s that "I find the Council i n tended to y t hat ap ropriation 

out of their school fund , the interest upon which mounts to 

$2,473 and does not come wi thin the provisions of the Curt i s Act . 

Superinten9-ent T . I . Hunter , of Ar ms trong Academy , des ires to pur -

chase about 40 iron bedstead s , repair f loors and ceilings i n the 

Academy buildings, and prov i de a pla ce -- where the pup ils can bathe . 

As all of these repa i-r s and i mprovements are needed I would recom-

mend that the appropriat i on bill be appr oved" . 

Inspector Ylright report s that the r epair s appear t o be 

necessary, and recommends tha t the a ct be approv ed . 

The school s of the Choctaw Na t ion are st il l under th e con-

trol of the nationa l author ities . They desir e to make what appe r 

to be nece ssar y repair s and additions to the school f urniture , a nd , 

in my opinioh, should be permitted to do so . 

I therefore r espect fully recommend th t th bi ll be submi t -

ted for executive ac t ion with r e commendation t hat it be roved . 

Very respect f ully , 
Your obed i ent servant , 

cw.c.v.) 

P. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 540 .Bece ived J an . l6 , 1900 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector f or Indian Territory . 1ashingt on , Jan . ~O , l900 . 
Secretary---Choctaw ct to make repa irs of Armstron · ~adem 
APPROVED . 

--------



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 
iASHINGTON 

December 30 , 1899 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terr itory, 

Muscogee , Indian Terr itory . 

Sir: 

Bill No. 65 , Choctaw at ion , entitled "An ct ppropriat­

ing money to defray the expense of taking testimony in the :.K. 

&. T.Ry. law claim, n was approved by the President De cember 28 , 1899 , 

and it is enclosed herewith f or appropri ate d isposition by your 

off ice. The letter of t ransmit tal to the Pres ident and copy of the 

report of the Commis si oner of Ind i an ·ffa irs are also enclosed . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
37?3-1899. 
3 enclosures 

Respectfully , 

Tho . • Ryan . 

cting s ecretE}ry. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency /f: 512 received Jan . 8 , 1900 Office of U. S . 
Indian Inspector for IMDI- T~ T RY . ~ashington . Dec . 30 , 1899 . 
Secretary, Choctaw 1~ct to pay expenses of taking test i mony in • 
K. & T. Ry l and cla i m, PRO VED . 

3 s -



DE p AO~Fic~ OFNI~I~FAF~ ~~. INTER I 0 R. 

Vashington, December 20 , 1899 . 

The Honor able 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

There is transmitted herein an act of the Choctaw National 

Council passed at its regular 1899 session being bill No . 65 , en­

titled, 

"An Act appropriating money to defray the expense of taking 

testimony in the J . K. & T. R'y law (land)claim. " 

The first section of the act appropriates the sum of Cl , OOO 

for the purpose of defraying tbe expenses necessary and incident to 

the case of the Ivi~ssouri, Kansas and Texas Railway land claim, 

The second section provide~ the method of paying this sum 

or money. 

Indian Inspector J . George /right recommends that the act 

receive favorable consideration, basing his action on the sta tement 

made to him by the Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation , which is 

as follows: 

Will say that the Choctaw Council deemed it necessary that 
some action be taken by the Choctaws and ChickaEaws relative to these 
claims which the M. K. &T . R' y is attempting to enforce and to that end 
a commission was sent to the Chickasaw Legislature to confer with 
the authorities of that nation and endeavor to secure the appoint­
ment of a commission from the Chickasaw Nation to meet a like com-
mission from this nation on t suJt>.ject of a proper defence in this 
case, or rather, f ormulate plans for a proper defence . Inasmuch 
as this land cla~ is one of urgency and will have to be attended 
to before the convening of the next regular session of Council or 
ot any special session not caLled, it was thought necessary by the 
Council to make an appropriation for the expense of taking testi- . 
mony in this case in advance of the agreement of the proposed commls­
sions. Of course should the matter not be contested by the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Na tions , the fund appropriated will not be distributed , 
as it is not available for any other pur pose than that for which it 
•as appropriated. 

Mr. Wright reports, 

On ovember 16, 1899, the acts of both the Choctaw and Chick-
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asaw Nat ions providing for the appointment of a commission to mee t 
like commissions of each nation concerning the Mis sour i Kansas and 
Texas Railway l and clai m were forwarded to the Departme~t with the 
recommenda tion tha t they be appr oved by the President of the United 
states. 

On December 1, 1899 , this office reported on Choctaw Bill 

No. 13, which had for its object the creation of a commission to 

meet and confer with a like commission of the Chickasaw ation re­

lat1 ve to the land claims of tbe Missouri, Kansas and Texas Railway 

Company and other matters , and en Decemb er 5 , 1899 , it re ported on 

Chickasaw bill No. 19, which had for its object t he creation of a 

like commission. This bill carried with it an appropriation of $4 

per day, together with ac tual e xpenses , as compensation for each 

member of the commission. The ap proval of both bills was recom-

mended. 

On December 5 , 1899 , this office reported on Choctaw bill 

No. 41, which appropriated 300 to defray t he ex pens es of t he Choc­

taw Commissioners and recommended its a pprova l . 

The object of the bi ll under consideration a ppears to be t o 

appropriate money t o pay the expenses of taking te s timony and other 

court expenses in l and cas es wh ich rna y arise between the nat1ons and 

the Missouri, Kansas and Texas R ailw~y Company . As the na tion has 

charge of this rna tter and des ires to make a defence , (Sic) it appears 

that it should be permitted to do s o. Therefore it is respectfully 

recommended that the bill be approved . 

Very respectfully, 
Your obed ient servant , 

'{ . A. J ones. 

Commissiioner. 

w.c.v. (L'e) 

7 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE , CHOCTA { NAT IO N 

Green McCurtain, Princi pal Chief . 

Hon.J .Blair Shoe nfel t , 

U.S.Indian Agent , 

Muskogee , Ind . Ty . 

Sir:-

Sans Bois , I . T. 

Jan .9th ,l900 . 

I am in receipt of your letter of' the 22nd inst ., transmit­

ting letter of Hale & Rosser , at torneys at law, relative to I . P . 

Allen's halting cattle in t.l'::e Choctaw Nation . 

I notice that Messrs. Hale & Rosser take the position that 

t~ Choctaw Nation's having a.cquies·ced to Mr. Allen ' s violat ion 

of the law for a considerable time - fifteen years , as stated by 

them.- should operate as a limi t at ion and bar prose cution . This 

propos it ion is put in the f orm of a question with an apology for 

its absurdity i mme di ately preceding - we are aware of the fac t 

that statutes of limitation do not run aga i nst a government . This 

attempt at hedging in their argument renders t he ir proposition 

rediculous, too much so to merit an swer . 

Messrs. Hale & Rosser seem to l ay great stress on the fact 

that, as stated by them, Mr. Allen's case does not come under 

t~ provision of Section 2117 of t--.he Revised Statute s of the 

United States because the cattle were not introduced by Mr . Allen . 

There is some difference of opinion on this point, that is, as 

io the liability of a person under se ction 2117 of the Rev . stats of 

8377. 
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the United S tates where such person has not introduced any cattle 

but owns and holds more than ten head of cattle in the nation , 

1 e, non-citizens . hether i t be a fact or not th~t said sect i on 

does not apply , it by no means leaves the Choctaw Nation without 

remedy agai ns t such violations • There is h Choctaw statute 

limiting non-citize ns to ten head of cattle - Durant' s Code , p . 

251, section 3 , paragraph 1. 

"Be it enacted , etc ., No non-c itizen shall be allowed to 

own, control, or hold any stock , of any k i nd , i thin the limits 

of the Choctaw Nati on , except they may be under permit according 

to the laws o1' said nation , and then only so much as may be 

necessary for their own use and family consumption , not to exceed 

ten he ad of c a tt 1e in aJ.l ; team ne cessary for the cult ivation 

of the land. they may have rent e d , or to carry on their particular 

business for which they may have permits ; and such other s tock 

as may be kept in an enclosure . " 

From the foregoing it is seen that non-citizens are no t al­

lowed to hold cattle in this nation to a number exceeding ten 

head. Should any non-citizen violate this statute and refuse to 

make amends for such viola t ion , it then be co nes the duty of the 

Principal Chief to r eport such offending party to t he u . s . Indian 

Agent and ask for the removal of t he party offending. It is clear 

that there is no escape from t~ plain meaning of t he law in 

such cases. 

It is not seen how this case differs from many otters where 

compliance with tre law has been enforced, and t.he repre sentat ion 

or Hale & Rosser, that it would en t ail great loss to Mr. Al Jfrn to 

8377. 
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be forced to a compliance wit h t he l aw at th i s time, i s not con­

sidered such a defense a s would entit l e Mr •. All en to concessions 

not made to ot hers. 

Very respectfu l l y, 

Green McCur t ai n . 

Prin . Chief , Choc taw Nat i on . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy No.8377. Received Jan . l2 , 1900 Office of 
U.S.Indian Agent,Muscogee , Ind . Ter. Green McCurtai n .P. C. C. N. Sans 
Bois,I.T.----Rel. to let t e r f r om Hale & Rosser in behalf of I . 
P.Allen. Notify Gov.Mc. t hat Allen has been notified that he will 
be reqUired to comply with Choc taw Law.----



D E P A R T 1 E N T 0 F T H ~ I N T E R I 0 • 
·ashington . c. 

J anuary 17 , 1900 . 

The United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory , ~uscogee , I.T. 

Sir: 

In an opin~on rendered on October 18 , 1899 , approved the 

same day, the Assistant Attorne y General Advised the Department , 

in the case of the Kansas & Indian Territory Coal Company vs . 

the Sans Bois Coal Company , "that ne i ther of t hese Companies is , 

as a matter of law, entitled to a preference right to a lea se of 

these land s , and that , in i nstance s of such riva l applications , 

J 

the Secretary of the Inter ior must , in the exercise of a sound dis -

cretion, dete rmi ne to which application a lease wil l be gi ven . 

The Kansas & Indian Territory Coal Company havi ng the only improve -

ments on these lands , and having made a prior applicat i on for a lease 

seems to me to 'be i n position to reasonably argue t :ta t its 

application be fi r st consi dered . ry 

On November 6 , 1899 , the Depart ment referred to the Assistant 

Attorney General t he applicat ion of George Hayden , Es q ., Attorne 

tor the Sans Bois Company , for an opinion whether said Company 

nhas not, by fair interpret at ion , legal l y earned it s ri ght to the 

leases asked for." 

There was also refe r re d a communicat ion from said Hayden 

stating ·that said question should r efer onl to the t ent y-s even 

leases, and not to the lease involved in the contest bet een 

189 
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said Company and the Kansas &, Indian Terri tory Coa l Company . 

On December 14 , 1899 , the Assistant Attorne y Genera l rendered an 

opinion, which was approved by t he Depart ment on the s ame d y , 

in which he held "tha t the appl i cant is not in position to d emand , 

as a mat te r of right , the approval of the leases in question . n 

A copy of sa i d op inion , dated December 14 , 1899 , is inclosed 

herewith, and also the lease covering the land in confl i ct . 

Said lease i s disapprove d , and you · 11 so advi se the sai d 

Companies. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1882, 3365, 
3687--1899, 
2 enclosures. 

Re spectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock , 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 589 . Re ceived Jan . 25 , 1900 . Office 
of u. s . I ndi an Ins pe ctor for Indian Territory • . a shingt on , J n . 
17 1900 s ecretary . Disapproves lease No . 3 of Sans Boi~. Coal Co . , 
co~t e sted by Kans.& Ind . T r . Coal Minip:g Co. 

---------



D E p A R UNT II~TEEDN T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 
STATES INDIAN SERVICE . 

OFFICE OF SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS FOR INDIAN TERRITORY. 
Muscogee, Ind . Ter . February 15, 19oo: 

Honorable J. Geo. Wright, 

u. S. Indian Inspector , 

Musco gee , ai • T. 

Dear Sir: 

Concerning the condition of the Freedmen in the Choctaw 

Nation, I beg leave to submit that I visited the Choctaw council , 

while in session at Tushkahoma , last October, and endeavored to 

get the Council to make some provisions for the education of 

their freedmen, but they refused to make · any such provision . I 

called their attention to the fact that the Government control­

led a fund known as the Choctaw School Fund , upon which the an­

nual interest amounts to $2473 . 63 , and asked that this annual 

interest, or a portion of it , be appropriated for the education 

of their freedmen. Their officials took the position , however , 

that this annual interest fund belonged to the Choctaw citizens , 

and that the Council could not legally appropriate it for the 

benefit of the freedmen without a vote of the Choctaw citizen s , 

upoti that proposition. 

At present, we have no control of any school funds belong­

ing to either the Choctaw or ChiCkasaw Nation , except the moneys 

arising from royalties upon coal and asphalt , and the curtis Act 

prohibits us from using this fund for the education of any , ex­

cept Choctaws and Chickasaws by blood. some of the members of 

the Choctaw Board of Education assured me , last August , that they 

would open schools for their freedmen, but as their council re­

tuaed to make any appropriation therefor, the Board were left 

DS 
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powerless in t he premises . I am fully convinced that the officials 

of these natio ns have no desire nor inclination to assist their 

freedmen, and t ha t t he latter will be left without any educ ational 

privileges, unless t he Government comes to their reLief in oome 

manner. If t he Go vernment cannot be' induced to appropr iate money 

directly from t he Feder al Treasury for this purpose , it seems to 

me that it woul d b e advisable to set aside a portion of the permit 

· taxes, levied, co l lected and absorbed by these tribal governments , 

for the education of the children of these unfortunate freedmen . 

There are now about one thousand colored ch ildr en , of 

school age, in e ach of these nations , who are totally deprived of 

any school privileges . · The Indians are so strongly prejudiced 

against them that it would not be advisable to admit t he t- egroes 

to the neighborhood s chools alre ady estcblished for the Indians . 

The Negroes are anxious to attend school and many of them wou1d 

be apt students, if any provision could be made for them. I hop e 

the Government may b e induced to come to their relief . 

MLH 

Respect~ully submitted , 

John D. Benedict . 

Superintendent of Schools in 
Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed) Union Age ncy# 5853 , re ceived Apr . 23 , 1900. Office of 
U. s. Indian Ins pe ctor for I . T. J ohn D. Benedict , Supt . of Schools 
in I. T. Feb. 15 1900 . Relative to School Privileges of the 
Choctaw Freedmen.' 



D EPARTMENT OF THE I N T E R I 0 R , 

ashington. 

T~ Unit ed States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terr i tory , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

March 20 , 1900 . 

On March 18 , 1901 , the Commissiorer of Indian Affairs 

submitted your report of March 9 , 1901 , in regard to the 

co~mplaint transmitted by Preslie B. Cole in reference to t.be 

alleged payrrent to certain lot claimants in South McAlester 

of money by check signed by J . A. Sterrett and B •• Smiser , 

Townsite C.ormnissioners , r e ferre d to you Februa r y 16 , 1901 . 

It appears that th3 payments VIere made in order to 

prevent protests against the. approval of the plat of the town . 

The c hainnan of th3 Commission reports that the property 

of Laura B. Cole , B. F . Dunn and James Fogarty was thrown into a 

·street by orde r of the United States court ; that the court 

did not open the streets , and that. it was desired by th:3 town 

and the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Rai lroad Company that tm 

street be opened , but the Commission refused to do this unless 

tb!t owners of' the property which would be damaged by such change 

were compens ated by the town and the r a ilroad company ; tbat a 

certain amount of morey was deposited for the purpose , tbe 

Com.mis s ion agreeing to a ward the dam ages ; that t ~ Commission 

1161 
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gave no money, handled no c ~ cks, and had nothing to do with 

the purchase of the lots e xcept to award the damages . 

You state t hat the a c t i ons of the Commission in this 

matter wer~ perfe ctly proper and in a ccor dance ith your 

instructions , and re·commend that no further ac t i on be taken . 

·The Commissiomr states that it would doubtless have 

been better had some person not connected in any manner with 

the surveyi.ng of the town d~termined the amount ~f damages and 

made the paym.en ts· therefore ; that , however , the members of 

the 'Townsite Cornmis s i on acted· in the i n terests of order and 

speedy prosecution of the ork. He concurs in your recommenda-

t~on. 

The Department considers the explanation satisfactory, and 

you will advise Mr . Cole mat no further acti on will be t a ken in 

regard to the matter . . 

It is the wi sh of tre Department , however , that the 

officer·s connecte d with too to-rmsi te v10rk in t.te Indian Terri tory 

should confine t heir acts in co nne c tion with the town property 

to the duti es le gitimate l y imposed upon them . 

A co py of t he Commtss i oner ' s letter is inclosed . 

Ind .Ter. Div. 
1080-1901. 
1 inclosure. 

Re spe c tfully , 

Tho s . Ryan 

Acting Secretary ~ 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .1969 Re ceived Mar . 25 ,190l Office 
of U.S.Indian Insp e ctor for I ndi an Terri tory . "'ashing t~ n , 
March 20 1901. Secretar y. ----Action of Choctaw Towns1te 
Commissi~n rela t iv e to complaint of Preslie B. Cole approved .----



DEPARTiviENT OF THE INTER IOR 
' 

Uni ted States Indian Service 
' 

T. J. Sexton, 

air:-

Sheriff Skul l yville . Co ., 

Bokoshe , I . T . 

Un ion Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., J'une 4 , 1900 . 

Re ferr i ng to your aff idav it dated May 26t h r elative to the 

refusal of J . N. Nic hols , George Nichols , George Muse , Dr . A. L. 

Brewster and Lum Smith to pay their pe rmit tax due the Choct ai'l 

Nat ion, I enclose herewith notices to be served on these part ies , 

wh ich you w.il l deliver to them . You will note t hat I have given 

them ten days from date of s ervice of the notice on them, within 

which to pa :r said t a x , a nd you wi 11 i nform this off ice at the 

expiration of sa i d time whet he r :·or no t the part ies have compl ied 

wi th t he or der given them . You will also notify thi s office of t he 

dates of service of sa id notices . 

encls. 

BO 

Very resptfully , 

J . El ir 3hoenfelt , 

U. s . Indian Agent . 



Land 
27708-1900 

Th:l Honora ble 

Depar tment of the I~terior , 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Washington , 
June 14 , 1900 ; 

T.be Secr e tary of tm Interior . 

Sir: 

I have t he honor to transmit hereWith a report made by 

U.S.Indi an I n s pec tor J . George Wright , on June 8 , 1900 , trans­

mitting a le t t e r re ceive d by him from E . N. Wright of Atoka , 

Indian Territory ,. asking certain questions . He states that he 

has been nomi nated as one of the candidates for the offi~e of 

Principal Chie f i n the Choctaw Nation and desires to be advised 

as to tm following questions , stating that a desion in ad­

vance of the ele ction will possibly save trouble wh ich is liable 

to arise un less the g_1estions are decided beforehand , viz : 

1st. .A:re too so - called Clayton citizens , who have been 
adopted by t h e u . s .courts, but not recognized by tbe Cho ctaw 
laws, entitled t o cast their votes in t.he coming election? 

2nd. Are the color ed Chickasaw freedmen , who were enrolled 
as adopte d citizens , in 1883 or ' 84 , and until last year have 
always enjoyed t he right of franchise , voting on t he a greement as 
though they were Choctaw freedmen , etc., but who have , during the 
last year, been e nroll ed as Chi ckasaw freedmen , entitled to cast 
their vote in t m co mi~ eJecti on? 

3rd. Are t hos e persons who were denied by the Choctaw Nation 
but were enrolled by the Dawes Commission , entitled to the right 
of franchise ? 

Insp ec tar Wr ight 1m de no recoii11ll3 ndati on but transmitted the 

letter With a reque s t that he be advised as to the views of the 

Department in the premi ses. 
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Section 1, article 5, of tm Choctaw co ns ti tution pr ovide s 

that the supreme executive power of the Cho c taw Nati on shal l be 

vested in one principal ch i e f, assisted by three subordinate 

district chiefs. 

Section 2 provides that t he principal c hief shal l be elected 

by the qualified elec t ors on the first ednesday i n Augus t, eigh­

teen hundred and sixty, a nd e very two years thereafter . 

Section 3 prov ide s that the returns of every election for 

principal chief s hall be made out , sealed up , and transmitted to 

the supreme judges of e a ch distr ict , to be forwarded by him to 

the national secretary who s hall deliver them to the speaker of 

the house of repre s enta t ives during the f irst week of its organi­

zation, who s hall proceed to open and count the votes in the pres­

ence of both h ouses of t he general council , and t he pers on having 

the highest numb e r of vot e s shall be declared principal chief by 

the speaker. 

The Choctaw laws (see pa ge 1 91 et . seq ., of Durant ' s Compi l a­

tion of the Choctaw Laws, of 18 94 ) provide for ele c tion machinery 

and for t~ method of making r e ru m s of electi ons. 

Section 6 of said ch apter (page 193 ) provides that , 

Whenever any person of fer s to vote , and the judges have any 
doubts as to his qualifications, t hey are here by aut hor ize~ t o . 
examine t~ party under oath tb satisf y the mse l ves as to h1s q_ual l.­
ficati ons, and may call upon any other parti es to answe r q_ues t­
ions as regards such person's q_ualificati ons . 

It thus appears th a t tm Choc taw constitution and :J.aws make 

811lple provision for tbe election of pr i ncipal chief of t re Cho ctaw 

Nation, and in my opinion the Dep artment sh ould not a t t empt to 
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determine befor e an election as to whether or · not any particular 

person or c~a ss of persons is entitled to tte right of franchise 

in the Choctaw Nation. If questions of this character should 

properly come before tre Department , it would be necessary to 

determim trom; but until trey are before the Department , I doubt 

the propriety of' attempting to rmke a decision in advance of a 

case which my never be pre sen ted to the Dep ar tmerrt . 

I respectfully recommend that Inspector ·ri ght be advised as 

above indica ted. 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

W. A. Jones , 

Commissioner . 

w.c.v.(L'e) 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 867 Received Jul . 5 , 1900 Office 

of U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. iashington, D. c ., 
June 28, 1900, Secretar y.----Rel . to righ t of certain persons 
in Choctaw Nation to vote .----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R , 

lashington. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for t~ Indian Terri tory , 

Muscog ee, I ndian Terri tory. 

June 22, 1900 . 

The Departmen t is in receipt of your communication of the 

15th instant, i n wh ich reference is made to departmental letter 

of April 18th last, e ncl osing a communication from Mr . George w. 

Doyle, of Bonanza, Arkansas , complaining of the action of a col­

ored man who cla i lm d to repres:ent the Five Civilized Tribes and 

collected money f r om t he members thereof . 

You report that Lavan , the man complained of , was arrested 

upon the char ge of obtaini ng money under false pretenses , tried , 

conVicted and s entenced to serve a term in jail for the offense 

of petit larceny, an d t hat said Lavan is now serving h is term of 

sentence in tbe United States jail at Fort Smith , Arkansas . 

This prompt a c t i on ought to ha-ve the effect of preventing 

similar offenses i n f u tur e , and it is greatly to be desired t ha t 

the criminal laws shall be r i g i dl y and impartially enforced 

against all offen ders. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
2033-1900. 

855 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Ac ting ecretary . 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No .855 Received Jun.29,1900 Office 
ot u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . ashington , D.c., 
June 22, 1900, Se cretary.----Rel.to prosecution of Geor ge Lavan 
tor petit larceny in tbe Choctaw Nation .----



office of 
* * * * * 

T. J. SEKTON 
Sheriff Skullyville County , 
Choctaw, Nation . 

Hon. Green McCurt a i n , 

Principal Chief c. N. 

Sans Bois I . T. 

Dear Sir:-

Bokshe , I . T . J une 29 t h , 1900 . 

Reply i ng to your favor of 26th ult . beg leave to refer 

you to the followi ng persons , that have repeatedly refused t o 

-pay the Choctaw permit t ax : 

Lum Smi t h , Spi r o , Ind . Ter . 
J. N. Nichols , Shady Poi nt , Ind . Ter . 
M. L . Li ncomf'e l t , Shady 1'oint , Ind . Ter . 
Dr• A . L. Br ewster , Bokoohe , Ind . Te r . 

These par t ies a long with others have been given 10 days notice 

by Hori . J. Blair Shonefelt t o pay t her (Sic) permit Tax or steps 

will be t a ken to r emove them from the limits of the Choctaw 

Nation. All notices have bee n duly s erved and part ies have pa id ex­

cept names above, who have repeatedl y refused t o pay permits . 

IYl 

Your s very respect f ul ly , 

Thompson J . Sexton . 
Sher i ff . 



~ .. 

EXECUTIVE OFF ICE, CHOCTA NATION 

Green McCurta~n, Pr incipa l Chief 

Sans Bois , I . T., July 6th , 1900 • 

Hon. J. Blair Shoe nfelt , 

Sir:-

u. ~ . Indian Agent , 
Muskogee , I . T. 

In a l etter wr it t en you on the 26t h of June I enclos ed a 

letter from Sheriff Sexton wherein he complai ned tha t t he Depart ment 

had not removed any one from Skullyville Count y f or non-pa}~ent of 

the Choctaw permit tax . On that same date t his office ordered the 

sheriff of Skullyville County to make a report nami ng the part i es 

who having bad notice f rom the Indian Agent to comply wi th the 

Choctaw permit l aw still r efused to do so I would , then , call }OUr 

attention to the fact a nd ask the ir i mmediate remova l . 

I am just in r eceip t of a le tter f rom T. J . Sexton enclos ­

ing report of t he parties ho a f t er receivi ng notice f rom your offi ct 

to comp ly with t ne .Permi t law, still re f used t o do so . Therefore , 

I r espectfully ask that you take such st eps as you deem proper unde r 

the circumstances . 

..... - ..... ~-

Very r espectfully, 

Green McCur ta in 

Principal Chie f , Choct a at ion . 



D E P R T M E N T 
OF THE 

IN T E R I 0 R . 

~a shington . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory , 

Musco~ee, Indian Territory . 

July 10, 1900 . 

The Department is in receipt of a communication from the 

Chairman of, t he Choctaw To nsite Commission addressed to you on 

the 12th ultimo, transmi tti ng therewith a letter from 1r . F. s . 

Genung, Chairman of the Citizens' Committee , relati ve to the pro ­

visions of the Indian ppropri a tion ct approved May 31 , 1900 , in 

relation to parks. 

The Chairman r equests to be advised whether the provisions 

in said bill modify the previous instru ctions given said commission . 

You forward said communicat ion with the following indorsement : 

"Respectfully referred to Han. Sec'y of Interior with request that 

"I be advised in reference to park s in towns in Choctaw and Chick­

"asaw Nations." 

The Department has advised you relative t0 the mat t er in a 

letter of even date herewith , in wh ich your attention is invited 

to the fact that the Department on July 6th directed the commission­

er of Indian 4 ffairs to prepare a draft of i ns truct ions for t he pur ­

pose of carrying out t he provisions of the townsite law f ound in 

the act of Congress a pproved June 28 , 1898 (30 s t at ., 495) , as 

amended by the Indian Appropriation ct for the fis cal year ending 

June 30, 1901 {Public No. 131). 

818 
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A copy of t he repor t of the Commissioner of Indian ffairs , 

dated June 25th, r orwar ding said letter of the Chairman of the 

Townsite 6ommission, is i nclosed herewith , together with said letter 

from the townsite co mmission and inclosure . 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Ind.Ter.Di v. Acting Secretary . 
2092-1900 
3 inclosures. 
(Endorsed) Union gency # 898 Received Jul . 17 , 1900 Office of u. s. 
Indian Inspector for I . T. -vashington , July 10 , 1900 . Secretar y. 
Returns letter of F . s . Genung rel . to par ks in So . McAlester. 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

':'Ta s hi ngt on . 
August 2 , 1900 . 

United St ates I ndian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the I ndi an Territory, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. 

F. 

The Department is in re ceipt of your communica tion of the 25th 

ultimo, i nclosing a communi ca tion dated the 21st ul t i mo from the 

United St a tes I ndian Agent forwarding a letter f rom the Pr i nci pa l 

Chief of t he Choctaw Nat ion , wit h sundr y other papers , compla i ni ng 

that Lum Smi th , J . N. Ni chols , M. L. Lincomfelt , an d Dr . A. L. 

Brewster, have refused and failed to pay their permit t axes in 

the Choctaw Nat i on after having been notif i ed to do so by sa id 

Indian Agent. 

You r eport tha t the Princi pa l Chief r eque st s t he removal of 

said partie s from the Choctaw Nat i on , and tha t the Agent approves 

said request , and you recommend that author i t y be given t o remove 

sa id partie s under the provis i ons of sect ion 2149 of the Revi sed 

statute s of t he Un i ted St ates . 

The Act i ng Commi ss i oner of Indian Af f airs on the f ir st in­

stant forwa ntted rour sa i d report , and concurred i n sa id recom­

mtttdation. He also inclosed a telegr am dir ect i ng tha t the United 

State s Indian Agent remove said par ties , wh ich he recommends 

that the Depa rtment approve . 

The Depa rtment Cli>ncurs i n t he r ecornmenda t i ons ·made , and has 

t7l 
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this day approved the telegram transmit ted by the Acting commis ­

sioner, and returned the same to his off ice for appropriate 

action. 

The papers transmit ted with your sa id communication of 

July 25th, together with a copy of the report of the Acting 

Commissioner, are inclosed herewith . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
2544-1900. 
7 inclosures . 

Respect f ully, 

Thos . Ryan 
Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.97l.Received Aug . 6 , 1900. Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . 'rlashington , Aug . 2 , 1900 . 
Secretary----Approved Recommendat ion f~D removal of Lum Smith , J . N. 
Nichols, M. L. Lincomfelt and Dr . A. L. Brews ter from Choctaw Nat ion . 



August 3 , 1900 . 

Honorable Commissione r of Ind i an Aff a irs , 

fashington , D. C. 

Dear S ir: 

I have the honor to submit he r e-v it h fiv e cop i e s of co n t ract 

with Prof. Sam M. or l ey , a s Supe r int endent of Arms t r ong Orphan 

Academy, Choctaw Na t i on , f or t .he en s u ing s cholas tic year . 

Mr . Ior l e y ha s been principa l t eacher of t h i s s ch ool f or 

sever a l ye ars past and ha s done good 1o r k . He i s a t pr esent 

temporarily emp loyed in the Cens us Bureau a t · a shington , D. c., 

end will call a t your of fice t o confe r with you pers ona l l y concern­

i~g t h is c on t r a ct . 

Respectfully for warded ,. 
August 3 , 1900 . 

J • Ge o • ~. ri gh t , 

U. S .Indi an I nspector 
~ or I n di an Territory . 

Respectf ully s ubmit ted , 

Superi n tendent of Sch ool s in 

Indi an Territory . 

(Endorse d ) Union Agen cy Pr ess Book No . 4-Lette r 210 . Muskogee, Okla. 



DEPA Tfu l ~T OF THE I NTERIOR 
' 

Offic e of u.s . Indian Inspector , 

For 

I ndian Territory , 

7158-'00 
App. 20 
Pp. 177. 

kus co ge e , Ind . T., Augus t 4 , 1900 . . 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of t he I nterior . 

Sir: 

I ha ve t he honor to submit herewit h an .application for a 

lease to mi ne r a l lands i n t l~ Chae ta Nation , Indian Te rritory , 

covering 480 acres , for coal mining purposes , by t he 1cAle s ter 

and Galve s ton Coal i ning Company , of Galveston , Texas . The 

applicant s s t ate : 

1st. That they have made no other applicati ons for mine ral 

le ases in t he Indian Territory, nor are t hey interested in any 

othe r co a l or asphalt leases in the Indi an Terr itory . 

2nd. Tha t they do not i nt end to sell or transfe r t his 

lease, but to operate same t hemse lves . 

3rd. That they have no national contract , and have expended 

no money in i mproving t he tract applied fo r . 

4th. Tha t t hey wi ll within one month after formal le ase 

is approved beg i n a c t i ve opera tions , and have ~50 , 000 on hand f or 

that purpose . Tha t t hey expe c t to produce t he first year not 

less than 3000 tons , t he se cond year not less than 4000 tons , and 

the third year not l ess t han 7000 t ons of coal . That t he re is 

--press book no . 4.-letter 221.--
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underlying t he tract applied for 2 , 132 , 000 tons of c oal , there 

being t wo ve i ns each 50 inches in thickness , and that t he tract 

underlaid with coal covers about 309 acres . 

5th . That none of t he parties name d in t he applica tion 

have had any exper ie nce in co al mining , axcept Lr . ill i am Carnbron1 
one of t he parties i ntereste d , ~ho , it is stated , has had exten­

sive experience in the coal business , and pos sesses a t horough 

knowledge of the conditions exi sti ng at the locat ion sought to 

be leas ed, and t at he rill have general charge of the mining 

opera ti ons, i n conjuncti on wi th a co al mining expe rt . 

The i ning Trustees of t he Choctar and Chickasa ff a tions , to 

whom t h is applicat i on vras r eferred , state that t he company is 

composed of practical busi ness me n ith amp l e means to operate 

a coal mi ne, and t hey believe it iould be to t he bes t interests 

of t he nat i on to ant them a lease , and they so recommend . 

The Depa rtment has hereto fore hes itated to grant leases to 
• 

:parties not engage d in t he coal business , but in vi e of tre fact 

that t h is c ompany makes applicat i on for only a small tract , and 

appe ar to have ample me ans to operate the same , I uould respe ct­

fully r e commend t hat t h is applic ation r e ceive favorable considera­

tion. 

Very r espe ctfully , 

Your obedient servant , 

J . Geo • . :right , 

U. S . Indian Inspector , for 

t he I ndi an Territor • 

· (Endorsed) Uni on Agency Press Book Fo . 4 . Letter 221 . 'uskogee , Okl a . 



DEP RTI ~~ T OF THE Il.JT~RI R , 

Off ic e of u. s . Ind i an Inspector , 

For 

Indi an Territory , 

Muscogee , Ind . T., 

6924-7 227-D974- 1900 . 
ug . 6 , 1900 . 

The Honor abl e , 

Sir: 

The Se cr e t ary of t he Interior , 

·a shington , D. C. 

Referring to Departmental letter "Ind . Ter . Di v . 2485- 1900" 

date d t he 31st ultimo , whe r e i n I VTas advi sed t at the _ .. ining 

Trustees f or t he Choctaw and Chickasar Nat i ons have no authori ty 

to e nter i n to a lease for t he mining of cement plaste r , and also 

it is stated by t he Commissioner of Indian Affairs i n his r eport 

to t he Department i n regard to t he mat t er that he is "unabJe to 

fi nd any stat ute which \ ould aut hor ize an individual Indian to 

..3 I 

enter i nt o such a lease , " I have t he honor to r eport t ha t complai nt 

was ma de t o t h i s offic e re cently by Arthur Br ady , A Choctaw 

minor, 15 years of age , by his r:e xt best f riend , Peter Ivey , 

against one 1. H. Schr e i ne r , Manager of t he .1cAlester Vitri fie d 

Brick & Tile Company , f or trespassing upon Brady' s premises . 

oaid complai n t 1 s for Yarded by me to the _i ning mrustees 

for i nves tigat i on and report , and I am now in receip t of t he ir 

report i n r egard to the matter whi ch I enclose here ·ith for our 

i nformation ru1d considerat i on , and i n t h is co nne c t i on r espe ct­

t ully reque st t o be advis ed 1bether , i n vie1 of all the statements 
--press book no. 4.letter 228 .--
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made in regard to t he mat t er by t he 1i ning Trustee s, said Schreiner 

would be varrant ed in maki ng such a con tract wit h a prope r guard­

ian of said mi nor as is i ndicated i n t he report of t he trustees . 

Very r espectfully , 

Your obedie nt servant, 

U. S . Indi an Inspector 

For Indi an Territory . 

(Indorsed) Union Agen cy Press Book o. 4. Letter 22B •.. ~uskogee , Okla . 



Honorable Comrn i ssiore r of Indian Affairs , 
!ashingt on , D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Augus t 6 , 1900 . 

I have the nonor to a cknovi le dge the receipt of you r letter 

of August 2, 1900 , (Education , J . I . D. } thr ough the U. S . Ind ian 

Inspector, and for ans 7er thereto I submi t t he f o llo i ng : 

The Matter to whic h yo~ r efer appJ- ies onl to the Chae ta 

Nation. A year ago when vs appointed the teachers and other 

employes of t ha t nati on , it -1as understood that t hey mould serve 

for a te nn of nine mont hs , begi nn ing September 1s t 18 9 , and th a t 

all positions ould be de cl ared vacant on the 31st day of ay 1900 . 

During the mon t h of J"une Supervisor McArthur as busily engaged 

in conducti ng t he teachers ' normal s chool and he neglected to 

submit any r eport aski ng for tm relief of l ast ye ar ' s teache rs . I 

t l~refore re comme nd t hat all of t he teachers and otber employes of 

t~ Chaeta Nati on be repor ted as r eli eved on the 31st Q.ay of 

May 1900, e x cept the matron , c o ok and laundryman in tre hee lock 

Female Orphan cademy and the 1. r mstrong :Male Or phan Ac demy . At 

the close of t he s ch oo l year , ay 31st , 1900 , it ms found neces­

sary to ke ep a go od many of t oo orphan chil r en at these t , .o aca­

demies duri ng summe r inasmuch a s t hey had no ot 1er homes , e 

therefore decided to r e t a i n tbe matron ,. cook and laundr n in 

each of these t iO orphan academi es duri ng t he summer. Some of 

t~ neighborhood schools rere closed pr evi ous t o May 31st for Ja ck 

--press book no. 4.letter 245. --
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ot attendance . 

New lists of appointme nts for the ensuing year r,r i ll be prepared 

and submitted for your approv al as r hp idly as possible . 

I have the honor to submit here lith an estimate of the 

salaries of t eachers and otmr employes for the t erm of ni ne months , 

beginning ~ep tember 1st , 1900 , as follous : 

Jones .~ale Academy 

Principal 7eacher---- --- --- --------------------- ~ 900 . 00 

Tltree Assi stant Teachers------ ----- - - ------------ l 620 . 00 

I4atron------------------------------------- - -----

As sis tan t .1atron---- -----------------------------

Se amstress---------------------------------------

Assistant Seams tress-----------------------------

E . 
ng~neer---------------------------- -------------

Cook------------------------------------ ---------

Laundress----------------------------------------

450 . 00 

360 . 00 

450 . 00 

360 . 00 

450 . 00 

450 . 00 

360 . 00 

Janitor-------------------------------- - --------- 315 . 00 
Total :----------- ~· 5715 . 00 

Tushkaboma Female Academy : 

Principal Teache r ------------------------- ------- c:; 900 . oo 

Tbree Assistant Teac l~rs------------------------- 16 20 . 00 

Matron-------------------------------------------

Assistant , atron--------------------------------

Seamstress---------------------------------------

Assistant Seamstress-----------------------------

E . ---------------ng~neer-------------------------

C k ----------------------00 -----------------------

450.00 

360 . 00 

450 . 00 

360 . 00 

450 . 00 

450 . 00 
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Armstro~ ]"ale Orphan Academ y : 

Principal Te a che r--------------------------------- 900 o00 

Two Ass is tan t Teachers--------- ------------------- 1080.00 

Matron-------------------- ------------------------ 600 . 00 

Assistant I.atron---------------------------------- 360 . 00 

Seamstress---------------------------------------- 450 •00 

Cook---------------------- 500 . 00 ------------------------
Laundryman------------------------ 480 . 00 ----------------
Janitor------------------------------ 315 oo . ------------- . 

Total---------- 4685 00 'j, • 

··-:heelock Female Orphan Academy : 

Principal Teacl~r--------------------- ------ ------ ~ 900. 00 

Two Assistant Teachers---------------------------- 1080 . 00 

A1atron---------- ---------------------------------- 600 .oo 

Seamstress---------------------------------------- 450 . 00 

Cook--------------------------------- ------------- 500 . 00 

Laundryman---------------------------------- ------ 480 . 00 

Janitor------------------------------------------- ,315 . 00 
Total-----.--------..,.,.....,..,..,...,.._...,...,..--

$.4325 . 00 

Inasmuch as Spe ncer Academy Tias burned on t he 23r d day of June , 

it ha.s been thou ght advis able to i nc rease the enrollrrent to some 

extent in the academies; this makes it necessary for us to pro-

Vide for a fe' additional employes. I a l so r e commend t at t he 

sum of ,.,2000.00 be set aside for necessary repairs and improvere nts, 

in and about these academies . I also esti ma te that e shal l be 

able to establish and maintain 120 neighborhood schools in t he 

Chootaw Nation for a term of nine mont hs , at a cost of about ?37
8

0° •
00 

-press book no. 4 letter 245 .--
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Summary : 

Salary of emplo yes at Jones Academy------------ - - -

Salary of employes at Tushkahoma Academy----------

Salary of employes at Armst rong Academy-----------

Salary of Employes a t ITheelock Academy------------

Estima te cost of repairs and improvements---------

5715 . 00 

5715 . 00 

4685 . 00 

4325 . 00 

2000 . 00 

Cost of maintaining 120 nei ghborhood schools------ 3?800 . 00 
$66240 . 00 

Respectfully for larded , 

J . G. right . 

U. S . Indian Inspector 
For I ndian Territory. 

Aug . ? , 1900 . 

Respectfully submitted , 

Supe rintendent of Schools 
i n Indian Territory . 

(Indorsed) Union Agen cy. No.4 Press Book- Letter 245 . ]us kog ee Okla . 



DEP RTME1""T OF THE IlljT 1 RI OR 
' 

Off ic e of U. S . Indi an Inspe ctor , 

For 

Indian Terr i to r y , 

Nus cogee , Ind . T., 

ugust ? , 1900 . 

The Commi ssioner of Ind i an Affairs , 

a shingt on , D. c. 

Sir: 

Here ri t h i nclosed i s a letter from r.:r . John D. Benedi ct , 

Superintenden t of Schools in the Indian Te rritory , of even date 

here it h , addressed to you in reference to the provisions for the 

education of C.hoc ta chi ldren residi ng in t he Chickasa -; fa tion . 

He s ugge s t s t hat they be allo.Ted to attend t he school or 

schools of t heir choice ; that t eachers of such pup i ls be re ­

quired to ma ke uarterl y reports of such at tendance , sho ·ri ng the 

names nd ages of such Choc taw ch ildren , and t he number of aays ' 

attendance of each child ; that t hese reports should be sent by 

the te ache rs t o the Supervisor of Schools for t e C 1ickasarl Na­

tion , and t ha t he be re qu ir ed to sat i sfy hiuself t hat t e pupils 

named i n s a i d repor ts a re Choctaws by blood , and t ha t t he Super­

Visor be prepar ed t o certify to t be corre c t amount due the teacher 

upon e ach quarterly r eport , and that upon t he approval t hereof 

by t he Superi nt enden t o f -. chools for t he Indian Terri tor y ,. the 

United States Indi an gen t f or Un i on gen cy be authori zed to issue 

checks to t he te a chers for t he amount s found due upon such quarte r -

ly reports. He als o rec ommends t hat t he Supervisor of Schools 

Chic lmsaVI Nat i on be i nstructed t o vis it and i nspect such 

press book no . 4 lette r 2?3.--



- 2-

hools, and t ha t such te achers before ent eri ng upon t he ir duties 

be approved by hi m. 

I concur i n the recommendati ons of uper i nte ndent Benedict , 

and respectfully for\ ard his letter here\li th . 

• F • • (E) 

1 Inclosure 

Very respe ctfully , 

J . Geo . \iright , 

U.S . Indi an Inspector , 

for Indian Territory • 

Book No. 4 Letter 2'7 3 . 1.!uskogee , kla .-­
. .-..M.II.orsed ) Union Agency Press 



Office of U. S . Indian Inspector , 

For 

Indi n Te rritory , 

·,~us c ogee , Ind . T ., AUgust 8 , 1900 . 

The C ornmis s i one r 

of I nd i an Affairs . 

Sir: 

I enclos e here . it h a co mmuni cat ion from Superintendent of 

Schools Benedict , d ate d the 8 th insta nt , r eporting the destruc ­

tion by f i re of one of t be l:x:>a rdi ng schools in t he Choctaw Na­

tion, wi th refe rence to t.h ich he states that be has ma de personal 

inves t igati on of t he matter , and encloses s orn statements to the 

effect t hat the f ire v1as purely accident • 

He furt her st tes th 4t , unless the Choc taw authorities see 

fit to do other·ri se , he doos not deem it advisable to attemp t 

to r e build t h i s school for t re present , but states there is consi­

derable stoc k on hand , wh ich he sugges ts be transferred to other 

boardi ng c ademi es , ; i th the excepti on of the hogs and other rt icles 

of personal property ' hich should be so l d. 

I approve the recommend at i on of Superintendent Bene dict , and 

respec tfull y s uggest that the enclosed papers be returned , to be 

submit te d to the Choc t 1 aut hor i ties , or their council at the 

next meeti ng , tha t they may be advised of the c a use of this loss . 

I ha ve al s o sugge ste d to Supe rintenden t Bened ict tha t t he 

horses and c a ttle remaining be transfe rred to other a cadem ies , and 

I r e spectfully ask that author i ty be g r an ted f or t he s le of the 

--press bo ok no. 4 l etter 279 .--
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s and other articles rema.ini ng , the proceeds fro m ruch sale to 

be taken up and a ccounted f or by the Unit ed 0 t a t es Indian Agent , 

Union Agency . 

J.a. · .(Mc) 

Ve r y r e spectfully , 

U. S . Indi an Inspe ctor , f or 

t he Indi an Territor y . 

L tt r 2?9 • .Iuskogee , Okl a . 
gency Pres s Book No . 4 e e 



D.uP TME JT OF TH-r.t INr:: IOR , 

Ofrice of U. S . Indian Inspector , 

or 

Indian Terri tory , 

1 ..... us c og e e , Ind • 'r • , Aug us t 14 , 1 goo • 
7393-'00 

The Commissione r 

of I nd i an Affairs . 

Sir: 

There i s e n closed here\ i th a cornmunic at ion from .~r . John D. 

Benedict, Superin tendent of Schools i n the Indian Territory , trans-

mitting corrected agreement ith • damuel s . . 1orley as superin-

tenden t of the .Arrns tro ng Ac ademy , i n the Choc ta ation . 

In your Off ic e l etter to h i m dated August 8 , 1900 , "Cl . l 20607 , " 

his attention i s calle d to t.he fact that in t.he former con tract 

submitted he had not follo -ed tbe regulati ons , hich re quire that 

the vouche rs in duplic ate should be duly certi fied to by t e 

United tates I ndian Agent . 

I am advis ed by t.he Superint endent t-~at dur ing t he past year 

vouchers have not been c erti fied to by t.he United States Indiun 

Agent , but by t he Supervi sor for the Choc taw -atl)ion , and approved 

by the Superintenden t of School s for t~ Ind i an .lerritory , and I 

respectfully sugges t t 1a t t h3 re lations be changed to that 

etfect and t hat tbe contract be made a ccord i ngly . 

The Supervisor i s t he only officer :ho c an consisten tly m ke 

the required c ertific ate , inasmuch s be is t he only one h o visits 

hese various schools in t he Chae ta 1 l~ation , and sees t ha t t e 

•-?~ass book no . 4 letter 301 .--
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requirements of t m co ntra c t a re c omplie d m. t h . The United 

s tates Indian Agent , never vi siting any of t hese s ch ool s , c n 

only issue a c e r ti f ic a te based up on t he rep or ts of t he supe r vi s or 

and superin tenden t . e'er t hese r easons he should not be require d 

to certify t o t he corre c t n e ss of t hese c lai ms ·;hen he ha s no t hi ng 

to do lit h t he s ch ool s , or the schools are di rectly under the 

supervision of t e agen t , and .he r e he i s t . .herefore , in su c h cases , 

in a position to make t he required cert i f i cate . 

I have , t here f ore , direc t e d 1.1r . Benedict t o l eave t his space 

blank, and r e spec tfully suggest t -=-. t there be i nserted t here i n 

the ··ords, " Certif i ed to by the Chae t a \ Supervisor , and cpproved 

by t he Superin te ndent of Sc hool s for t~- India n Terri tory . '1 

If, ho ve ve r , it should be deemed more desir a ble to have it 

certified to b y t be Un i ted 3 tate s Indian Agent , I ould suggest 

that t he v or ds , " Ce r tified to by the United State s Indian ~i.gen t 

for the Union Agency , tt be i nserte d . 

J .G . .. . O"c). 

Very r e spectfully , 

J . Geo • . r i g ht , 

U. S . Indi an Inspector , 

for the Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy r ess Book _ o o 4 Le tte r 30l . Mu skogee , Ckla . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 
IASH ING'IO H. 

The Unllted States Indian Inspector 

for :the Indian Territory , 

Muscogee, I . T. 

Sir: 

UGUSTl5 , 1900. 

The Department is in receipt of your le t te r of t he 2nd i ns t ­

ant, transmitti ng a communic a tion f rom Mr . Ir a D. Ogl e sby , Ge ne r a l t­

torney for the Coal Companies of Arkans as and the Indian Terr itory, in 

which he says: 

"Th~ Coal C ompani~s whi ?h ! _r epr esen t wi sh to employ and bri ng 
to the Terr1 t ory to work 1n the1r m1ne s v1exic an coal mi ners . I am 
requested by our Gener al Manager t o ascer t ai n if ther e are any restri c­
tions upon bringing this l ab or t o t he, Terr i t ory , and if m t , i f t here 
are any regul ations to b e compl ied wi th in order to have them trans­
ferred to the Territory" , 

and you ask to be inf or med f ully in regar d thereto . 

You are advised tha t a co nt r ac t for the emp l oyment of al i en 

labor, as contemp lated by these companies ap ) ar ent l y fa l l s within the 

inhibition of Chapter 164 of t he United St ates Statutes at Large , pas ­

sed February 2 6th, 1885 (23 St a t ., 332) , Se ctions l and 2 of whi ch are 

as follows: 

"Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Repre s ent atives of 
the United States of America in Congress as sembled, Tha t from and af ter 
the passage of this act it shall be unlawful for any person , comp any , 
partnership, or corpor a tion , in any anner wha t soever ,. to prep ~y t he 
transportation, or in any way assist or encour age t he 1 ~port e t1?n or 
migration of any alien or aliens , any forei gner or fore1gners ~ 1nto 
the United St ates i ts Territories or the District of Columb1a , under 
contract or agree~ent, parol or s p~cial , express_or i mp li~d , ma de p~e ­
Vious to the importat ion or migration of s u ch allen or ~l1e~s , f orel g­
ner or foreigners, to perform l abor or _seryice of any k~nd 1n . the un­
ited States, its Territorie s , or the D1str1ct of Columb1a . 

Sec . 2. That all contracts or agreements , express . or implied , 
Paro~ or special, wh ich may hereaft er be made by and be~ween any per­
son, company, partnership , or corporation , and any_forelgner_or for­
eigners, alien or aliens , to perform l abor or serv1ce or h~ v1 ng ref~r­
ence to the performance of l abor or service by any person 1n t he Unl t -
ed States, its Territories, or the District o.r Columbia pr~vious to the 
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migration or importation o~ the person or persons whose labor or 
setvice is contracted for 1nto the United States , shal l be utter ly 
void and of no effect . " 

Following sections l and 2 above quoted , the act i mposes penalties for 

the violation of the same . 

You are also advised t hat by Chapter 220 , Uni ted s t ate s 

statutes at Large ( 24 Stat ., 414) , t he TreasurJ Department is c harged 

with the duty of executing the prov isi ons of said act of February 26 , 

1885, to all of which you should invite the attention of t he attorney 

for said companies . 

The communication of r . Oglesby is herewith returned . 

Ind. Ter. D i v. 
2529-1900. 
1 Inclosure. 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

cting Secret ary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 1019 Received ug . 20 , 1900 . vffice of 
u. s. Indian Inspe c tor for I . T. ash i n gton , J. ug . ~5 , 19~ 0 , Secre ­
tary. Reply rel. t o int roduct ion of ~ exic an coal m1ners 1nto Cho c-
taw Nation. 



D E P A R rr M E NT 0 F T H E I NT E R I 0 R . 

Vash irg to n . 

The United States Indian Inspect~· 

for the Indian Terri mr y , 

Mus.c cgee , I . T . 

Sir· 
' 

Aug ust 16 , 1900 . 

The: Department is in receipt of your communication of the 

17th of July, 1900, transmitti~ two letters from Mr . B. S . Smiser , 

Townsite Commissi oner in the Choctaw Nation , in regard to parks 

and townsites in tm Choctaw Nation . On t he 13th instant you 

were instruc ted in regard to said parks . 

In his letter of July 30th ,- after quoting from a letter from 

Mr.McCurtain, Governor of t~ Choctaw Nation , Mr . Smiser states 

that: 

"W~n I rear fro m Go:vemor McCurtain further on this subject 
I will notify you of' h i s position; and until such ti~ I will not 
be auitl.arized to take: any steps toward carry ing out the regula­
tions of the Honorable Secretary , as outlined to IW when down 
here on the 21st." 

You will inform Mr.,Smi,ser t.ba. t he is apparently l aboring 

under a misapprehension as to his pos ition as townsite commis­

sione·r; {that it is not the first tine the Department has 

obser-ved a tendenc y on his part to question t ~ right of the 

Department in townsite :n:at ters;) that he must recognize tha t 

it is the instructions o:f tbe. Department he is to carry out, 

as an employee of tm United States·, paid out of Govermoont 

funds, and not the views of Govemor McCurta in, though t he 

DeP3,rtment has no desire to in:liimate t bat he is not at 

1028 
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liberty to consult tre Governor whenever re sees pro~r . While 

ta, Depar tm en t has treated and wi 11 continue to treat with 

de:t'eren ce t m views of the Governor , i t wi 11 insist that Mr . Smi ser 

, must recognize its authority without qual i fication . 

It is hoped , wi thout questi oning his good fai. th , that this 

will be a sufficient warning to Mr . Smiser to see that the 

orders of tte Department are pro~rly executed . 

The a c t of June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495 }, and the a ct of 

May 31, 1900 (Public No . l31} , bo,th gi. ve t~ pepar tment ample 

BUtharity i n the matter . 

Ind. Ter. Di v . 
2630-1900. 
No inclosu re s . 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Acting Secretary . 

{Endarsed} Union Agency No . l028 Re ceived Aug . 2l , l~OO Office 
of U s Indian I nspector for Indian Terr itory. VashuJgton , 
Augu;t •16 1900 secretary.----Instruct Commissioner Smiser 

t • . 
relative to his duties as to,wnsi te co mmiss loner .-- --



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

iash i n t on . 

August 18 , 1900 . 

United States Indi an Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Terri tory , 

Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

F. 

The Depa rtment is in receipt of a letter of the 15th instant 

from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs , re f erring to depar tment ­

al letter of J uly 12 , 1900 , approving his recommendat ion that 

F. s. Genung , of South McAlester , Indian Terr itor y, be a llowed a 

tract of l and in sa id town 300 x 375 feet a s one lot ~ an d permit ­

ted to purchase it at f i fty per cent , of it s appr a ised va l ue , 

and that one Si ttel be all owed his inclosure , provided it di d not 

contain a l arger area , and that he be permitted to purcha se it 

on the same t erms ; also to depa rtmental letter of August ll , 1900 , 

allowi ng M. M. Winningham to purcha se , shoul d there be no val id 

objection , a tract in the town of Sout h McAlester 244 x 310 feet 

as one lot at fif t y per cent . of t he apprai sed value t he reof; 

also to de pa r tment a l letter of t he same date , allo i ng A. A. 

Billings ley o f said town to purcha se , shou l d ther e be no vs lid 

objection, a tract 260x340 feet as one lot and a t f ift y per cent . 

of it s appr a i sed va lue . 

The Commissioner tr ansmits two reports from you dated August 

4, and one dated August 7 , 1900 , relat ive to allowfnf ~~rftffy 
1 rge areas as one o 

in South McAle st e r t o purchase a 

1088 
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per cent . of t he appr a i sed value the r eof . 

In re ga r d t o your r eport of August 4 the Comm i ssi oner states 

that you inc l osed a report from the Cha i rman of the Chocta 

townsite Commiss i on , dated August 3 , in whi ch it is recommended 

t hat the Commiss ion be di rected t o set aside a nd schedule t o 

Rev . J . T . Riley an entire blo ck 260 x 350 feet ; t ba t sa id report 

is a l so signed by Commi ssi oner Smi ser who dissents f ro m the re ­

commendation of the Chairman . 

The Commiss i oner st a tes t hat .rour ot her report of August 4 , 

i s in r e ga r d to the re quest of Dr . E. N. Allen, of South McAles ­

ter , tha t the Choctaw Commiss i on be dir ected to pl a t the area 

inclose d by him , whi ch is 300 x 320 fe etJ as one lot , and t hat he 

be permitted t o purchase the s ame at f ifty percent . of its 

appraised va lue . 

The Commi ssi oner quotes as follows from the 29th section 

of the ' act of June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495) : 
' "The owner of the improvements on e ach lot sha l l have the 

right to buy one residence and one business lot at f ift y per 
cent um of the appr aised value of such i mproved property and 
t he ~ma inder of such impr oved propertyat sixty- t o and one half 
per centum of the sa i d market value , " &.c ., 

and states t ha t i t will be seen t hat under the agreement ith the 

Choctaw and Chic ka saw Nat i ons the owner of the improvement s is 

given the ri ght t o purchase but two lots , one residence and one 

business , at f i f t y per cent . of their appra i sed value , and bhe 

further ri ght to pur chase al l ot her lots on which he has peTmanent 

.· 
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improvements at sixty- two and one ha l f per cent . of t hei r 

appraised v a l ue . 

The Commi ss i oner states t hat the dif ference is the law 

as to the Cr eek and Cherokee Nat i ons and the Choctaw and Chi cka saw 

Nations was not over looked at the time the recommendation was mad e 

in the Genung case , but as the l and cla i med by tha t part y is 

situated i n t he outskirts of South McAlester , and as it appear ed 

that he ha d been to considerable expense in improvi ng t he place , 

his offic e t hought t hat a l i beral construction of t he law s hould 

obtain. 

He ca l ls attent i on to departme nt a l letter of July 1 , 1899 , 

in determi ning wha t t he size of lots i n t he to wn of Ca le (now 

Sterrett), Choctaw Nat i on , sho uld be , i n vhich it a s sta ted : 

"The Act i ng Commissioner suggest , agreei ng with t he of fic ers 
of the nati ons, that the lots be fixed at 25 x 150 f eet f or 
business lot s and 100 x 150 fe et f or residence lots or as nea rly 
that size a s possible , ' having regard t o a ll int ere s ts of the 
par.ties resid i ng in the town a nd t he t due re ga rd s hall be ha d 
to the conveni ence of the parties i n t he est ablishment of alleys 
and streets."' 

The Commi ss i oner states that t he genera l and or di nary 

acceptation of the term "lot " , when used a s relating to town 

property, is under s tood to mean a subdivisi on of a block ; t hat 

nowhere in t he 29 t h se c t i on of the act of June 28 , 1898 , is it 

provided t hat the owner of permanent i mprovements shall have the 

right to purcha se a w.hole bl ock at f ift per cent . of its ap -

praised value. 
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He concludes as follows : "After more mature l y considering 

"this subject, I am of opinion that the of f i ce erred in making 

"The recommendat i on i n t he Genung ca se , which was doubtless the 

"basts of t he Department ' s action in that case . " 

He recommends that the instructions given you in the Genung 

case be revoked , and that you be directed to so advise the Choc -

taw Townsit e Commiss i on ; and , fur t her , that you be directed t o 

instruct t he Choctaw and Chickasa Townsite Commis s i ons , the 

townsite surveyor s :Tecently appoint ed by the Gove[mment ' and the 

Supervi s i ng Engineer , that t be size of both business and re'sidence 

lots be e stablished in accordan ce with the i nstruct ions conta ined 

in departmen t al letter of ~uly , 1899 , and sold in accordance 

with the provis i ons of sec t i on 29 of the a ct of June 28 , 1898 . 

The Depar t ment after ver y careful reconsiderat ion of the mat ­

ter concurs i n the Commi ss i oner ' s views , and you will so advise 

all parties i n i nterest a ccordingl y . 

The Commi ssi oner has been directed to return to the Depart -

ment depar tment al l etters in the Hinningham and Billingsley 

cases. 

A copy of the Commiss i oner ' s lett er of August 15 is in­

closed. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
2?24-1900. 
1 inclosure. 

Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan 
Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. l 038 .Rece ived Aug . 24 , 1900 ~ 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector f or I ndi an Ins pe ct or for Indian Terr1tory. Jashing­
ton,Aug.l8,1900.Secre tary---R evoke~ ~ct ion i n Genung case at South 
McAlester a nd direct s a ct ion in s1 m1lar cases. 

' 
----------



D~PA! TI i T OF THE I Nr •' IO , 
Office of u. s . Indian Insp ector 

For 

Indian Terri tory , 

7530-'00 
1~s cogee , I nd . T., illgust 22 , 1900 . 

The Honorable , 

The Secretar y of t he I n t e r i or • 

Sir: 

I have t h e honor to transmit here 7ith a c ommun icat i on da ted 
' 

t he 20th i nstant , fro m tbe Chairman of t he Choc t a 1 To nsi te Com-

mission , e n closing a letter from Dr . A. Griff i th , re siden t of 

t he S chool Board of S outh ] cAle s t er , r e ques ti ng t h a t f our t r cts 

of land , comprisi P..g a t lea st one block e a ch be s et a s i de f or 

s chool p urpos es , under that pa r t of s ec t i on 1 5 of t he a ct of 

Congress approved June ffi , 18 98 , mak i n g pr ovisi on for t he survey 

or parks and other public g r o und s . The Cha irman of t he Comrnis-

s i on recomme nds t hat such r eque s t be g rant ed , bu t t e membe r on 

t he part of the Chocta w Nati on d issents fro m such recommenda tion . 

Re cent instructions have been g iv en b y t.he Dep ar tm en t to the 

e ffect t ha t i n tbe Choctaw and C i ckasaw a ti on s ce r t a in grounds 

may be set aside for par k purposes , under t i.1 e provisions of t e 

I ndi an Appropriation Bill (Public r o . 131) , s a rre to be paid for 

as pr ovided by t he a ct of June 28 , 1898 . In t ese i ns t ruct i on s , 

however , n o thi ng has been said relative to lan ds to b e s e t a side 

f o r any purposes ot he r than parl~ , an d i n v i e oft e f act tha t 

the Indi an App ropri tion Act above r e f erred to make s no me n 'ion 

--press book no . 4 . letter 330 .--
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of the setti ng a side of l oods f or s chool or othe r publi c purposes , 

it would not a ppe a r t ha t the Dep artmen t could. aut ho riz e t he s et­

ti ng apart of l and s f or t he purp o se suggested by t he Pres i dent 

of the Sout h 1cAleste r ' chool Board , and the en closures are 

respectfully submi t t ed f or the considerati on of the Department . 

Very r e spe c tfully , 

Your obed ient servant , 

J . Geo . " right , 

U. S . Indi an Inspe c tor , f or 

the I ndian Terri tory . 

4 1 tter 330 . 1uskogee , Okla. 
(Endorsed) Un i on Agen cy Press Book No . e 



Augus t 22 , 1900 . 

Hon.J.George . ri h t , 

u. s .In d i an Inspedtor , 

Musk ogee , ndi an Terr i tory . 

Dear ' ir: 

I desire t o su bmi t the foll o ri ng spec i al report concerning 

t he educ ti on 1 outlook in t e Choc ta1 Iation . 

About t en days ago Supervi sor Ballard nd I !ere no tified by 

the Honorable Gr een .. cCurt a i n , rincip 1 Chief of the Choctmr 

Nation and e x - of f icio r e s i dent of the Chocta~ Board of ~ducation , 

that on the fi f t eenth day of t h i s month the Choct "Vl Boc. rd of 

Educ at ion muld ho l d meeting at Red Oak for the purpo se of 

considering school ma ttors f or the comi ng year . Governor Lc-

Curtain re que s t ed us t o b e present at the meetin • On the evening 

of the fourtee n th 0uperv i sor Ballard and I ent to Re d Oak . , e 

round Governor McCur t a i n t here \ i t h all the members of his Board 

and also the ne l y elected Chief of t he Choc tavr t i on , the speak-

er of t heir Lo\"er House and a number of other prominent Choc ta :s . 

On t lw morn ing of t he fifteenth day they seemed to a ve no 

special place of meeti ng and I i nvited ti1e Governor to ho l d his 

meeting in my room a t t he ho tel . . arly t hat morning the Gover-

nor a nd r~:r. J . 7 • ve ri dge , t he Choc t r Superintendent of ~due t ion , 

came to my room a nd sai d t h t the desi r ed a statement f rom me 

concerning our p l an of ark f or the coming year . I told them 

that I ha d been i nfor me d that t he ir Boar d h d h d some correspon-

ence ith t he Honor·b l e ue cr etary of t he Interior sevor-l non ths 

press book no . 4 le t t e r 3 9 .--



- 2-

ago looking tov.rard a joint control be t \,een them d us over their 

ohools, but tha t after some correspondence it appe are d t ha t they 

and the Ionorable Secreta ry couJd not r each an agreement and t hat 

inasmuch as the time .·as appro a ching for making a rrangement s for 

the ne xt year 's schools , I ha d been i ns t ru e t ed to go ahe ad a nd 

manage their schoo l s a s we did l ast e ar . I al s o st a t ed to t h em 

that I n as anxious to 1or k in harmony ith t hem i f p o ss ible . 

Governor £ cCurt i n v i ng t hen ca lled t he members of h i s Board 

together i n my room, I l eft t he room, al l m·i ng t hem to have a 

consulta tion among themselves . Af t er they had d i s cussed mat t ers 

a hile the r c lled me into t he r oom agai n and asked me c oncerni ng 

my plans of Ti ork for tho coBi ng year . ':rhey also nsked :he t hc r 

the superin t endent s and t eachers had been appointed for thei r 

a cademies · nd \ ho t he y '\Jere . I gnve them all the informati on 

which I hcd and to l d t hem I t houc ht the superintendent s and tea­

chers of the various a c a demi c s ~ ere practically agreed upon and 

gave them the names of as many as t hey c al J.B d for . The made no 

objection s to any of these employes e .cept t "t they stated th" t 

among t heir f ull - b l ood people t he r e ·ere some c onplai nts agai nst 

the managemen t of the Female Or phan Academy . Some or · them state d 

that it had been r e ort ed tha t t he Superinten den t of t h is academy 

as careless in t he mat t er of a llowi ng t he g i r l s t o l eave the 

school unaccompanie d by an of the empl oyes . uome of t he members 

admitted thPt in t he ir o n op i n i on the cha r ge s e r e not true , but 

t.bey t hought it Zlould be ·!ell to invest igat e t' m. I c alJ.B d upon 

the Board to submit a s t a teiiEnt of the charges in nri ti ng en d I 

agreed ith them that at some suitable time in t ho near f uture , 

I ould meet them in the vici n ity of .heeloc _ r ph 

-Jress book no . 4 letter 359 .--

c demy and 
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we would invest i gate these ch rges together . This was entirely 

satisfactor r to t hem and they made no comp l a int against any of 

the other employes • I a lso told themtha t a great number of 

Chaeta ~s would be employed in t te ac ademies during the comin.g 

year than mre employed l a st year . This statement seemed to 

please them and they heart i ly en dorsed the Choctaws \7hom we had 

agreed to employ . 

I told them "that I was very anxious to work in harmony with 

them and to secure t heir co - operation in the work of building up 

their schools . Some of t hem expressed t he opinion that i nasmu ch 

as they- 1,. ere subject to the orders of t he Choc tu 1 author ities while 

I ~as subje ct to the orders of the Hono rable Secretary of t he 

Interior, tha t therefore it -ras di ff icult to agree up on any 

definite p l an by 1hic h we uould all v.ork together . They stated , 

ho 1ever , that t hey desired to submit a report to the Choctaw 

Council at tbe opening of its next session , ct ober firs t , and they 

invited me to meet vli th them , in the pr esence of t he Council , 

and consider school mat t ers further . 

They made some complaint be c ause of t he fact t ha t l ust year I 

selected the pupils mo a ttended the a cademi es , instead of allowing 

their county judges to se l ec t them as provided by the Choc ta·w l r • 

I informed them t ha t I was compelled to select pupils Ja st ear 

because t heir Council bad instructe d tl~ Choctaws not to co- operate 

with us and in many instances the county judge s refused to send 

any pupils to the a cademies . I finally agr eed , however , t ha t the 

academy pupils should be selected for the coming year by their 

county judges in accordan ce ·a t h t he Choc ta 1 l a f . 
I made t h is 

Concession to them, with the distinct unders t andinG, that they 

press book no . 4 letter 359 .--
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would urge t heir county judges to a ct promp tly and fairly in the 

matter . All of the members of the Board agreed to write to 

their v ari ous county judges a t once , urging prompt a ction in the 

matter . Al l of the members of t he Board and other Choctaws pre -

sent a t t he meeting e xpre ssed t hemsel ves very emphatically in 

favor of co nt i nui ng their boa rding schools . Instead of discon-

tinuing the a cademi es wh ich t.te y noT have , sever members of t he 

Board s tate d that they would prefer to build additiona l aca demies . 

One of the mat ters hich t hey Wish to consider nt h me a t 

thei_r ne x t meeting at Council , is ho,Y re c an best reach the full-

blood elemen t in - ~Jarsely settled ne i ghborhoods . Some members of 

their Board sta t ed that they vrould be in f avor of bringing the 

full- blood ch i l dre n t cg ethe r in such ne i ghborhood s and having 

them boarded at t he Na tion ' s expe nse b·Y Choc ta,., farmers ho uere 

prepa r e d t o provid e for them at reasonable pr i ces . 

I f r ankly tol d t he members of the Board that I invited the ir 

honest cr i tici sm and t ha t I would be ple ased to have them vrri te 

me a t an y time co n cE?rn ing school matters . After a sessi on of 

about f i ve hours , the meeting ias ad journed vJi t h t he best of 

feeling pr e v a i ling . No harsh ·ords were spoken during t he meeting , 

but all matters were discussed freely and candidly by us . 

The members of t he Choc ta Board naturally fe lt sore a t 

having lost control of' their schools , but I have r eas on to believe 

from th3ir a ctions at t his mee ti ng t hat t hey Till no t antagonize 

our work any longer , and I hope tha t I shall be a ble to prevent 

any outbre ak a t t he ne x t session of thei r Counc il in Octobe r . 

I trie d t o i mpr ess upon t hem the g r eat necess i ty of properly 

educating t heir children i n v i ew of the ne 'I conditions and environ-

nts hich mu s t in the natural course of events be soon forced 
~---~~ess book n o . 4 lette r 359 . --~~----------------------------------~ 
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pon them; that vhen. t be ir tribal relations ,..Je r e b roken up , as 

they doubtless soon vrould be , every Choct aw iould be thrown more 

upon his own r esources than heretofore ; that therefore it .. as 

highly imp or t an t to prepare their young peop le for the change wh ich 

1s bound to come. 

dorsed) Union Agency Pre s s Book 

espectfully submitted , 

~John D. Benedict 

Supe rintendent of Schools 
i n Indi an Territory . 

4 Letter 359 . :Muskogee ,Okla . 
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Land. 
40,684-1900. 

The Honor able 

Department of t.he Interior ' 

OFFICE CF INDIAN AFFAIR 
' 

as.hing ton, August 25 , 1900. 

Th3 e cretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

Re ferri ~ to Department letter ar· July 10 , 1900 , and t o 

office report of July 3 , 1900 , there is e nclosed .hereWith a ' , 
report fro m I nspe ctor ~right , dated August 15 , 1900 , transmitting 

far tre Depari2nent ' s consideration , an indenture of lease , dated 

August 14,1900 , f'ar coal miningprivile ges inthe Choctaw 

Nation, I ndian Terri tory , entered into in quadruplicate by the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw mining tru~tees vdth li lli am Busby, of 

Parsons, Kansas , together with a 'bond in t he penal sum of 

J5o,ooo, dated August 14, 1900 , conditioned to be in full for ce 

and effect f or t ~ period of thirty years from the date thereof , 

With the U. S . Fidelity and Guaranty Company , a corpor ati on or ­

ganized and existing under the laws of too State of Maryland, 

as surety. 

The land c overed by the 1 ease is described as follows : 

The north half and north half of south half of section4 ; 

northeast quarter and north ha].f of southe as t quar ter of secti on 

, township 5 north, ran ge 14 east , and south half of south half 

and north half of ooutheast quarter of section 33 , township 6 

north, range 14 east, containing 960 acres . 

The lease d 1:o ni have been c arefully examined and it is 

110? 
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thought by this office that t~ y are in proper shape and that 

each bears the amount of revenue stamps required by law. The 

Inspector states t .ha t the advanced royalty of $100 required by 

t~ regulations o:f the Department has been deposited by Mr . Busby , 

8lld he recoi!lirends that tre lease be approved . 

The office concurs in Inspector right 's recommendation . 

Very respectfully , 
Your o bedie rrt servant , 

A. C. Tonner , 

Acting Commi ssi one r . 

(G.A. W.) 

P. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . llO? Received Se p . l4 , 19?0 Office 
of U .s.Indian InsJE ctor f or Indian Terri tory. W~sh1ngton , 
Sept .6,1900. Secretary.----Advises ap p roval of coa l lease of 
Wm.Busby.----



DEPART£ 1 T F T Il\ITE R , 

Office of U. S . I ndian I nspe ctor, 

I nd i an Terri t ory , 
7621-'00 

~ us c ogee , Ind . T., August 2 7 , 1900. 

The Honora ble, 

The Secre t ary of t h e Interior . 

Sir: 

I ha ve t he onor t o transmit here~ ith a commm1icat i on , dated 

the 25th i n stant, fro m u- . John D. Bene dict , Superintendent of 

Schools in the Indi an Terr i t or y , herein he quotes a communic a­

tion from the Pr i n cipal Chi ef of the Choc taw Nat i on , relative to 

the control of t .he school s of s ai d rat i on . 

Mr . Benedict sta t es that he is very anxi ous to se cure t he 

support of the Choc t aw author i ties , for the r eas on tha t i t il l 

better enable l i m t o r eac h t he full- bl ood element , uho are sadly 

in need of educ a t i on , and he desi r e s to kno vhat authority the 

Department will g i v e him i n t he matter of making an agreement vith 

the Chocta v Council or Board of Educa t i on concerning t he fu ture 

mane.gemen t of t e ir s chools . 

I would r e spe c t ful l y s uggest , in t h is conn ect i on , that I 

be direc ted to a ttend t he next General Counci l of t he Choct 

Nation i ith 'uperint end ent Bened ic t , and submi t to such Counc i l 

a draft of the ame nded school re~ulati ons as pr epared by t he 

Department, a copy of h ic h w s i nformally furn is he d me during my 

recent visit to ias b i ng t on , and hich copy is encl osed here ·;ith , 

--press book no. 4 lette r 38 2 .--

• 
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, end that I be au th or iz ed to s t a te t o sa i d Counci l tha t i f such 

regulations a re agr e e abl e to them t he Department rill pr omulgate 

the sane, but th t no changes except such as cont empl ated by t h is 

draft of regu la t i ons vd.ll be made in t he cont rol of their schoo l s . 

I respectfully r eque s.t t o be advised con cerning t h is rra tter 

as early a s p ossible. 

D.H.K. (Me ) 
enclosure. 

Very r e spectfully , 

J . Geo . right , 

U. S . I ndian Inspector , fo r 
the Indi an Territory . 

(Bndorsed) Union Agency Pr e s s Book No. 4 Letter 382 . Muskogee ,: lla. 



DEP AR'UIEt T OF THE rrr.r:.. IOR 
' 

Offic e of J . 3 . Indian Inspector , 

For 

Indian Territory , 

·Ius cogee , Ind . T . 

Augus t 27 , 1900 . 

The Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs . 

Sir: 

) I ~ 

I enclose here rith a comraunication fro m Mr . John D. Bmedict , 

Superintenden t of Schools in the Indian Terri tory , he re i n he 

states, in r e ply to Office letter n.r!i . 39657- 1900 , n dated August 

16, 1900, from wh ic h i t appears that Mrs . IT . _. Crov by , cla i ming 

to be a Choc tav7 I nd i an, had appl ied for pe r mission to place her 

child in t h e Ch il.occo school , and he i s advi sed that if she is 

an Indian, arrangements ' i ll be made to p l a ce her child in that 

school. 

The Superint enden t states t ha t he has been of the opinion 

that membe r s of t he Fiv e Civilized r ri bes 1:ere prohibited from 

attending an y of t he Government non- reservation schools , but asks , 

if such informat ion i s i nc orre c t , to be advi sed ho man children 

trom the Five Tribes could be admitted a t Chilocco and l askel l . 

In this co nnection , I -rould respe c tfully state that it has 

been my under s t an di ng t ha t I ndian children belonging to the Five 

Civilized Tribes were not a ccept ed at any of' the Government non­

reserva tion school·s,. and I .ha ve been informed t at several Cherokee 

hildren in attendance at Carlisle some years ago were returned 

•Jress book no. 4 letter 399.--
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to their home s. 

I re s pectfully ask t o be advised as t o vhe the r or no t chi ld­

ren from the F ive Tribe s Till be accepted a t such schools . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Geo . ' ri gh t , 

U. S . Indi an Inspe ctor , 
for the Indian Terry. 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy Pr ess Book o. 4 Letter 3? .--



DEP RTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
Office of Indi an ffairs 

Vashington , s e~t. 1 1900 
11' ' • 

J. George Wright, 

U. S . Indian Inspe c tor , 

uscogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

I am in receipt by your reference of a co mmunication fr om 

the Superintendent of 'chools in Inman Terr itory , in wh i ch he s ta tes 

that he has been of the opinion t hat members of t he Fi ve Ci vilized 

Tribes were pro hibited from a ttending any of t he Government non r e­

servation schools , and he ask s if such op inion is incorrect :to be 

advised how many children of the F i ve Civilized Tr i bes coul d be admit -

ted at Chilocco and Haskell . 

In reply you are advised tha t the opinion of t he Superintend-

ent that members of the Five Civilized Tribes are pro hibited from at ­

tending schools supported out of the Government a ppropriation is corr­

ect. It has been assumed t ha t t hese tribe s f u rnish t he ir own school 

facilities, and therefore it wa s not jus tice to t he ot her I ndians to 

utilize their funds for the education of t he se peop le . 

The letter referred to , of Iug . 16 , 1900 , E., 39657 , must 

not have been sufficiently plain , or i t s tru e meaning no t unders tood . 

It a p) ears from that communication th at 1 ~r s . N. L. C:vowby claimed to 

be a Choct aw Indian , but that she was de nied all rights , privileges 

and bene f its of t he Choctaw school funds , t hat being an I ndi an she 

was not entitled t o the p riv ileges of the whi te schools , t ha t he r 

rights not being recognized by the Choctaws debarred her from t hose 

schools, hence the pro pos ition was submitted to this Of f ice , i f by 

reason of t he fact that she was an Indian , could her children m t be 

admitted to the regular Government schools? 

• 
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fOU understand, the re are large numbers of unattached Indians who 

have no tribal ~unds of their own or tribal status who are educated 

in the Government schools. The fact that they are Indians entitles 

them to this privilege , excep t in cer t ain schools supported out of 

tribal funds. 

The reason this letter was referred to t he Superintendent was 

in order to ascertain t he truth or fa lsity o f t he allegations ma de 

by Mrs. Crowby, that is, that while sh e was a Choctaw Indian , yet she 

was debarred from her ri ght s and privil eges in the Choctaw schools . 

It such was the case, and as above stated , it seemed hard that t hese 

children should not have some place in whi ch they c ould be educa ted . 

Therefore, the st atement was made that if s he is an Indian the matt­

er of making arrangements to pl ace her children in a nonreservat ion 

school would be given consider ation . 

J.H.D. 
RCB 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 
Indian Inspector for I . T . 
Relative to Indians of the 
government non-res ervation 

Very respectfully, 

A. c. Tonner 

1079 Received Sep . 4 , 
as hi ngton , Sept . l , 

F i ve Civilized Tribes 
schools . 

Acting Commissioner . 

1 00 Office of u. s . 
1900 . commissioner . 
attending regular 



DE PART MENT OF THE 
VAS INGTON . 

I N T E R I 0 R. 

United S tates Indian Inspector 

tor t he Indi an Territory , 

Musco gee , I . T. 

Sir: 

September 8, 1900. 

The Departme nt is in receipt of your communication of the 27th 

ultimo, transmit ting t herewith a letter dated the 25th ultimo from 

the Super'intendent of Schools in Indian Territory , relative to a 

statement of the Principa 1 Cbi ef of the Choctaw I at ion concerning the 

con tro 1 of the schoo ls of said nation . 

The Superintendent st ates th a t he is desirous of obta ining the 

support of the authorities of the Choctaw ation in the management 

of said schools, because it wi ll better enab le him to reach t he f ull ­

bloods who are sadly in need of education , and desiring to know what 

authority the Department will g ive him, if any , in the mat ter of making 

an agreement with the Choctaw Council , or Board o f Education , concern­

ing the future management o f their schools . 

You suggest tha t you be directed to att end the next Council of 

the Choctaw r ation, with said Super in tendent , and submit to s a id 

Council a draft of amended school regulations as pr ep~ed by the De­

part~nt, a copy of which was informally furn i shed you d uring your 

recent visit to •,· ashing ton , and tha t you e authorized t o state t o 

said Council tha t i f such regulations are agreeable to them t he De­

Partment will promul gate the s arne , and tha t no changes ' except such a s 

contemplated by s ai d draft of regula tions , 

or their schools. 

ill be made in the control 

Of I n dian l ffairs on the 5th inst~ nt tr an­
The Acting Comrni ssi on er 
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smitted your sai d co mmun ic a t i on , and stat es : nthe Commis s:i. oner of 

Indian Af f airs i s oppo sed to the du a l control of the Schools , be-

lieving tha t t he r egul ations whicn ere prepared and su mi tted to 

the Department and appro v ed (?v arch 4 , 18 9) are ample to cover al l 

contingencies." 

The atten tion of the Dep artment is called to a provision in the 

regulations t r ans mi tted by you , that "all schools shall be establish­

ed, mainta i ned a nd c onducted according to the laws of said nat ion a s 

far as may be do ne cons is ten t ly with the provisions o f t h e agreement 

aforesaid," and the c ting Commissioner states t ha t said prov ision seems 

to es t ablish c ompl etel y · a dual responsibility , be cause it is not knm·n 

to t he I ndi a n Offi ce what l aws said nation may pass for the conduce of 

s chools. 

This objec t i on would seem to have little force , f rom the fa ct 

tkat by the pr ov ision of th e agreement between said nati ons and the 
United St ates s e t out in se c t i on 29 of the a ct of Congress ap Droved 

) 

June 28 , 1 898 ( 30 S t at ., 4L5) , it i s declared : 

" •••• t ha t no act , or cla:na.nce, or 11esolution of the counc~l of 
either t h e Choc t aw or Chickasaw tribes , in any manner affecting the 
land of t he t r i b e or of the individua ls , after al-lotment , or t he 
moneys or other p; operty of the tri be or c it i zens ther~ of ( except app­
ropriations for t he r egul ar and necessary expens~s . of the. government 
of t he respec t i ve t ribe s ) * ' *shall be of any val1d1ty unt ll a ry proved 
by the Presiden t of t he U~it e d States . " · 

This provis ion wou l d r equi r e th a t the a ct s of the Choctaw at ion 

rela tive to s c hools should have t h e approval of the Preside t , but 

it ak · g appr opr iati o ns for the 
would not pr event s aid na tion f rom m 1n 

~S. and ne c es sary exp e~s e s of i ts schoo ls wit hout the approval 
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ot the Preside nt. 

The Acting Commissdoner suggests that you and the 'uperintend­

ent of Schools be directed to meet the Choctav Council in a friendly 

spirit and en de a vor to present to them the ne cessity for adopting 

the first system of regulati ons approved by the Department as being 

best for t heir children; that whatever suggestions the tribal autho-

· rities may desi re to make should be submitted to the Department for 

its appr~al before any positive action is taken thereon . 

The recommendat i ons of the Act ing Commissioner are concurred in , 

and you are a uthorized to meet said Council , with the Super iDtendent 

of schools, as certain their views in the pr emises , and make report 

to the De partment , with your views and those of the Superintendent 

thereon, in t he usua l manner. 

I 

A copy of the report of the Acting Commissioner of Indian ffairs 

is inclosed he rewith , together with the letter of the superintendent 

of Schools i n Ind i an Territory . 

Respectfully , 

Ind.Ter .Di v. 
2975-1900. 
2 inclosures. 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

s ecret ary . 

. 15 1900 . Office of 
(Endorsed) Union Agency # 1120 recelved sep . e ' t . 8 , 1900 . sec. 
a. S. Indian Ins p ec tor for I . T. _W~s~ington , t S PCounci l f or con­
Rela tive t o I nspe c tor and Supt . v1s1t1ng Choc: aw 
terence cona~rning their schools . 
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Dep ar t rmn t of the Interior 

'vashing ton . 

Honorable Green McCurtain , 

Principal Chief of the Choctaw Nation , 
Sans Bo i s , I ndian Terri tory. 

Sir: 

September 11 , 1900 • 

I am i n receipt of your communi cat i on of tre 7th i nstan t 

enclosi ng t here with yom- reply m a letter a ddressed to you 
' 

by the United States Indian In~ e c tor fb r the Indian Terri tory 

on the ffith u l timo , inquiring whethe,r you will execute paten ts 

fer town lot s purchased in the Choctaw Nation upon hich full 

payments have been nade , 

In your reply you state th at you will , "at any tilm , upon 

due not ice, execute proper patents to to\~ lots in any town in 

t~ Choctaw- Chickasaw country , vbich has been laid out and 

platted, and t he plat thereof approved by the Secre tary of the 

Interior, as provided by t he terms of the agreement between tbe 

United S t a t es and tm Choctaws and Chickasaws , concluded at 

Atoka, Indi an Terri tory ,. pril 23 , 1897 , and such lots valued 

as requir e d t herein , and the whole of the purchase more y paid 

into the United States Treasury , as re qu ir ed by t hat agreement . " 

You a re advised t ha t tt.e Unite d St ates Indian Inspector 

Will be i n structed to present to you t he forms of patent which 

have been d i rect e d to be prepared for your signature for town 

lots which have been surveyed under t he direction of the 

De t t ut in Sect ion 29 
partmen t, as required by the agreemen se o 

ot the ac t of Cong r ess approved Jure ffi , 1898 (30 Stats .,
495

}, 

1122 

J.{l 
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which a gr e e ment was du ly r at i fied by t~ Choctaw and Chi cka s aw 

Nations on August 24 , 1898 , and also under t m. provis:i. ons of 

the act of Congress approved May 31 , 1900 (31 Stats ., 221- 237 , 

Sec.5). 

I trust you will fin d it entirely agr eeable to sig n s aid 

patents when aJ pr esented . 

Ind. Ter. Di v . 
3019-1900 

(Me) 

Respectfully , 

E . A. HITCHCO CK, 

ecretar y . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agen cy No . ll22 Re cei ye d Sep t 17 ~ 19 00 Office 
of U S I ndi an Inspector f or Indian Terr1 tory. ashuJgton, 
Sept: il,l900 . Secretary. ---- nci.oses c opy of letter to Pri n . 
Chief McCurtai n , reJa tive to execution of' town 1ot pat ents . ----

'I 



D 1001-'00 
D 966-'00 

The Honor able 

T1r I T F TIE Ir:TERIOR , 
Office of U. S . Indian Inspe ctor , 

For 

I ndi an Terri tory , 

1.-usc oge e , Ind . T. 

ep tembe r 1 2 , 1900 

The Secretary of t he I nterior . 

Sir: 

I have t he honor to r eturn hereH ith a communication from Hr . 

I I 

Henry ood , Gen eral Manager of t he Choctavr Okla oma and GuJf a il­

road Comp any , dated Jul y 16 last and addressed to the Depar t ment , 

herein he asks for prot ection against o_ne James Bosto n and others , 

who are ende avoring to cause t he coal miners i n t he Indian ,.,err i -
1 

tory to s tri ke . 

This l et t e r 'as referred by tl~ Department to Spe ci al 'Inspect-

or Zeveley for r eport , and by him referred to me . 
\ 

The s ame ·as by me referred t o I\Ir . L . !. Bryan , Un i ted State s 

1'"1ne Inspector , rho , by reason of h i s f requent v i sits to the vari ­

our mines and da ily contac t ith t he iners , i s best qualified to 

ascertain the fac ts i n such mat t ers . 

Under date of' J ul r aJ , 1900 , :rrr . Br yan adv i ses me that fo r 

more than a year pas t t he l eaders of t he Unit ed , ine .. orkers have 

been actively en gage d i n endeavori ng to persuade the men t o sus-

pend ork· , that t.l:l:l y a e been e spe ci all y a c t i ve dur i g t he past 

month , although thei r ctions · d boon on t he scmo l i ne as dur i ng 

--press book no . 4 l etter 460 .--
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the pa st f o urteen mont hs , and tha t they , s well as t he miners 

themselve s , have endeavored to keep iith in t he pa l e of ha t t hey 

believe t o be the l a\ nd t he ir rights , and that their methods 

have no t been such a s 7oul d , in his opinion , arrant the courts 

in issuing any legal proc ess gai nst them,--ei ther here or if in 

the S t a t es . 

The .:i ning Trustees of t he Chaeta·. and Chickasail N t i ons 
' 

who were a lso re quested to submit . r eport on this mat ter , state 

that t he question as t o -..;hether .:.r . Boston md his associ ate s 

simply ur ge and persuade or use threats , is a diff icult one to 

dete rmine ; that t hese parti es use all means in t .heir po er to 

keep up t be str i ke , and th t they requested the Osage coru. Com-

pany to get together sever of their miners in order that they 

might t alk to them , but the miners Viere un ·;illing to discuss the 

matte r , and the Company had not i fied them t at they ould abandon 

t l~ c ompla i nt . 

T.he r rus t ees state , ho 1ever , that these men do g r eat damage 

to t he coal int erests by cont inual agitati on , arii they recommend 

thet they b e e j e c t ed from the ation by t he Indian Police . 

In co nnec tion w:i th t re same matte r , I a ls:> have t he honor 

to r e turn here ith a letter fran Mr . R. H. 1cDo·ell , General 

~an ager o f co 1 Companies , St . Louis , I. o ., dated J uly 2 7 , 1900 , 

end a ddr essed to t h e Departmen t , ,her ei n he requests that t he 

Departmen t t ake such action as y be necessary to prevent ano ther 

strike of c oal mi ners , and a lso complainirg of the ctions of one 

Jame s Boston , i c h letter vras referred to :roo for repor t an d 

recornme ndati on . 

--press book no . 4 l etter 460 .--
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This let ter ,,£s also referr '"" d to the United states Iine 

Inspector, .1o , under date of ugust 29 , 1900 , reports that at 

the present ·:ri ti ng t hese peop l e v:e re not doing anything tha t 

could be construed as a Violation of the la , and that i t '\ as the 

most peaceable strike h:l had ever seen , although they 78 r e : atch­

ing trains and discouragi :ng me n -ho we re bei ng imported from 

going to ork . 

The Inspector furt.ber r eports t a t during t he yem: ended 

June 30, 1900, t e pro due tion of coal exceeded that of the previous 

year by nearly 300 , 000 tons , not wit hstood i ng the fact t hat t he 

strike had been on during almos t the entire ~reru· . 

I have also recently t ~lked lith several i nterested mi ne 

operator s on t his subject , 7'.ao con1'irm the above reports , and a J.so 

state that t hey are havi ng no trouble of ny kind , further t.b.an 

that l.lessrs . Boston Eand Britton , ho represent the Unit ed I:ine 

Workers, make per i odica l visits to tho vicinity of the mines , and 

ende avor to pe r s uade t he men to qu it , and otrnrs being im orted 

from going to nork , but t hat their ac tions are not ffich as v10uld 

arrant prosecution . 

~lhile t hese p r tie s vi si t nd remai n f or some time rri t h in 

the limits of t he Choctaw Na tion wit hout a perm it , as re quired 

by the tribal las , yet I believe , under t he cir cumstance s , that t o 

errest and remove them :ro uld not be good policy at the present 

time , a s it ~ould tend to fur t her agit ate the mat ter and bri ng 

them into greater p romine n ce among their sympathi zers ; and I 

rth as a ·t present ' no notice is t aken of er believe th'"'t if , 

e cept to see t ~at t hey do no t use threats or 

urage acts h a c. t i on b tr the Department of vi ole nee , no f .rt er ,) 

ess book n o. 4 letter 460 .--
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necessary or advi sable at this time . 

I trere f or e respectfully recommend t hat no act ion be t aken 

at present look i ng to t he removal of these par ties ; but t he ir 

actions a re now and · i 11 co nti nue to be close l y ,a tched , o.nd should 

oiroumstances ·wa r rant that some acti on should be t aken by the 

Depa rtment, full report 1: ill be submitted with referen ce thereto . 

Very r esp ectfu lly , 

Your obedient servant , 

J . Geo . ~ ri ght , 

U. S . Indi an Inspector , 
for the Indi an Te rritory . 

Letter 460.Muskogee ,Okla . sed) Union Agency Press Book No. 4 
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.S055-1900 

DEPARTHENT OF TIE INTERIOR • 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF IRS . 

WASHINGTON. Oct . 24 1900 ' . 

;. George Wright, 

Sir: 

U. s. I nd ian I ns pe c t or , 

Musco gee , I . T. 

I am in r eceipt of your communication of the 26th ult . transmit ­

ting letter fro m t he superintendent of Scho ols in Indian Territory , 

and in reply ther e t o you are advised tha t the copies of the Rules 

for the India n School Service requested have been forwarded . 

The regula t i on s f ormulated by the Superintendent for the govern-

ment of the Choc·t aw cademies , and also inclosed in your letter , seem 

to be proper, and t here is no objection to their enforcement o 

I am somewhat cur i ous to understand how the Super i nt endent pro -

poses to enf orce ~hi s rule : 

"Gossiping a nd cour t ing is strictly prohibit ed i n al l boarding 
schools." 

Feeling satisfied that this regulati on is a good one , I am yet unab l e 

to see how the s am e can b e carri ed out . 

very respectful ly , 

J. H. D. 
RCB 

N. • Jones 
Commi ssi oner . 

(Endorsed) Uni on gen cy # 1248 Re ceived Oct . 27 , 1900 . ffi ce of 
U. s. Indian I ns e ctor f or I . T. ' ash i n t on , Oct . 24, l 900 . . 
Commissioner. R~les f or I ndi an School s ervi ce have been ocor arded . 

No objection t o enf orcemen t of regulat i ons for Choctaw r cademies . 



Bon. ~m· McKinley . Pres . 

Washington, D. C. 

Honored S ir~ 

654 So . 8th ' t ., 3 J an ose , Cal 

Nov . 8 , 1900 

165 

. , 

Allow me to express to y h ou my earty congratulations 

on your triumphant reelec tion . 

But it is not for that that I write to you, r 

have just rece ived a letter from the Rev, Peter J . Hudson , 

a Choctaw Presbyterian i ni ster , residing at Tushkahoma near 

the Choctaw capitol , stating that the Choct aw Council at its 

recent ses s i on appropri ated $500 for the expense of an inter­

preter to b e employed in a i di ng to cornple te the revision of 

the J:ew Tes tament in the Choctaw language ~ I write to express 

to y ou the hope that you will interpose no objection to the 

appro pr i at i on . I do thi s , with the unders ta nd :in g tha t no 

act of t he council has the for ce of law without your a pproval . 

Mr. Hudson informs me t ha t i n the Council no obj ect ion 

was made t o thi s appropria t i on , but that it was earnestly ad ­

vocated by some of their most intelligent men. 

As to myself . From 185]. to 186 1 I was a mis s ionary 

to the Choctaws, part of the time under the Presbyter i an 

Board of Foreign Missions , and part of the time under the 

American Board . 

In 1851, I remai ne d ti l l in June . 
Finding that 

I must be disloyal, or lose my l ife , or leave , 1 left. On 

C O
YY11710 n de r at F o rt Smi th took 

m¥ way out, the confede ra te ~~ 

t us on par ol e as 
me with others b efo r e the mayor, and pu 
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prisoners of war. This prevented me from · 6SOlng as chapl ain 

in the ar.my, as I otherwise would have done . 

The next winter I came to California , & lived here 

21 years. During my first residence in the Nation , I learned 

the Choctaw language , not by any means perfec t ly but so that 

1 could preach in it & be understood . By that and other things , 

being qmlif ied to do a work for them such as no other living 

white man could do . I went back to them in 1883 , and r emained 

with them till the fall of 1896 . Then , my throat ha ving given 

out, I felt compelled to return to alif ornia . 

Six years a go , to my s urpr ise , I l earned t hat the 

Choctaw New Testament wa s out of print I had s upposed i t 

was stereotype d . It greatly needed revision• This work de ­

volved upon me. I have gratuitously given a l arge share of my 

time to it for five years . I have it now in shape for the 

help of an interpreter to make it as nea rly right in Choctaw 

as we can. In illustra tion of this need of an inte rpreter ' s 

help, it is said that the preeminent scholar , the late rof . 

Mao Muller of Oxford , Eng ., a Gerrmn by birth , rever a llowed 

without a careful examina ­a manuscript of his to go to pres s , 

tion by one to whom Eng lish was the native language . How 

the language is one much more should such be the case , where 

and so diff icult as is the 
so utterly different in structure 

Choctaw. It is for this that the appro priat i on is made . 

As to t he need , my knowledge of the Choc taws , and 

...,. them lead me t o the convict ion t hat the . 
~ e:xpe r ienoe among 

Will be needed by them for a 
stamen t in thei·r language 
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hundred ye a r s to come . I would be g lad to think otherwise . 

The grounds for this conviction I will not trouble you with , 

unless you desire them. . 

But will not the .c.,ng lish supplant the Choctaw? Not 

rapidly. Th e day schools accomplish a lmost nothing in this 

respect. The only effective schools are the boarding schools , 

and they are not half so effective as one might imagine . 

And these do not reach more t ha n a fifth of the Choctaw speak­

ing popul at i on of school a ge; probably not more tha n a tenth. 

But will not the Tes tament in Choctaw tend to hinder 

the introduct ion of English~ On the contra r y , I believe it 

woul d hasten it. To i l lustrate what 1 mean . If the Choctaw 

speaking p o pulation of 4 0 years ago were divided into two 

olasses, t ho se who could read Chocta w, and those who could not , 

among which c lass woul:d Eng lish natura Lly make the most advance? 

Of course, among those who could rea d their own l anguage • 

They woul d have a stimulus to des ire more knowledge than the 

books in thei r ovJn languag e could afford , and so would be led 

to desire b nglish educatio n for their children. 

the hope that you will i n ter­
s o a l low me to re peat 

pose no object ion to that appr opr i a tion becoming a law . I 

t g ood of the Choctaw people . 
believe it wo uld be for the hi ghes 

With highest respec t , 

Yours obedient servant, 

J ohn Edwards 

mo. 1343 

A. L. s. 8 pp. 
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DEP ~THENT 1!, THE INTERIOR . 
Off1ce of Ind i an f :a i rs . 

Jash i ngton . 
November 15 1900 ' . 

The Honorable 

The Se cret~ry of the Interior . 

Sir: 

rrhere is enclosed , herewith , a report , dated Novemb er 12, l90 l 

from Inspector iifr i ght , t ransmitting a commun i ca tion , dated ovember 2 , 

1900 , addressed to him by Mr . B. s . Smiser , a member of the chaetal 

Townsite Commis s io n , in which the position is taken t hat fruit trees 

are not permanent improvements within the mea n ing of the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw agreeme nt , as set out in section 29 of the ct of congress 

approved June 28 , 1898 , (30 S tats ., 495) . 

Mr . Smis er invites attention to the case of zambry Giddens , 

of Sterrett , Indi an Terri tory, and st~tes that t he Department hold 

that Mr . Giddens ' orchard was not pe rmanent i mpr ovements within the 

meaning of said agree ment , and that the ground upon which said orchard 

was located shoul d be divided into lo ts an d sold as vacant prop3 rty . 

Mr. Smiser furt her states that said instruction was complied with by 

the commission, h a s since been followed , and in his opinion is in 

strict conformity wi th said agreement. 

Mr . Smiser then quotes from the agreement relative to perman-

ent substantial an d valuable improvements , quotes from the printed 

instructions to the Choctaw and Chickasaw Townsite Commissions , and 

lives the definition o f the words "t i llage' and "husbandry" , and 

tatea that "husb andr y" is one 
Of "tillage" , and then f the synonyms 

lives the definition o f the word "synonym" • 
secti ons l and 2 of the 

Mr . Smiser then in vi tes attent i on to 
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Choctaw Laws, edit ion of 1894 , pages 2r. ? 
u and 268 , which are as fol -

lows: 

. "Sec. 1. Be it enacted by the General Council of the Choctaw 
Nat1o~ as sembl ed : That it shall not be lawful for any non- citizen 
of thls nation, wh ether under a traders ' permit 0 th ·t .. i d d b · . r any o er p erm1 
~o re~ e or o us1ness 1n the nation , to enclose for his own use ~nd 
beneflt any more lan~s than sufficient to build a tenement or busin­
ess hous~ upon , and lf. a merchant , to build a bus i ness house not to 
e:xce ed, 1n a w wn or Vlllage , more than two town lots of usual size . 

Sec •. 2 Non-ci tizens who own houses and buildings for the pur­
pose of ren t 1ng them , and are renting them , shall within sixty days 
from the passage of this act , d ispose of same , or be de alt v ith in 
the sa e manner as provided for in the sale of non- citi zens' i mprove ­
ments in the l aw of ctober 30 , 188? , in reference thereto" . 

He then quotes from a letter of Chief Gilbert ~· . ukes , to 

him, dated ctober 31 , 1900 , as follows : 

"In answer to your letter of the 30th inst ., will say that I 
hold that trees of any kind , including fruit trees , are excluded 
under the Atoka greement , from be ing classed as permanent and sub ­
stantial i mprovement , (such as would hold a lot ) . Trees , especially 
fruit trees, a e the natural results of cultivation , and I cannot see 
how the Interior De )artment could , if it wished , view it in any other 
light, and uphold t he intelligence and di gnity of the U. s . Govern­
ment". 

Mr . "mi ser concludes by taking the position t h-:t the ruling 

heretofore made by the epartment be not changed , and states that to 

class o r chards and ot her trees , blackberry bushes , etc ., as permanent 

improvements \ i 11 lead to a great deal of trouble • 

The Giddens case mentioned by 7 . miser \as not pass ed upon 

by the Department . By Department reference of June 14 , 1899 , the 

of fice received a communicat i on , dated June 8 , 1899 , from~. • Giddens , 

i terrett , wh l'ch consisted of five acres , relative to his orchard n 

and which he desired to have the Choctaw TOR nsite ommission instruct-

ed to appraise to him as 1 provod lots. Under date of July 21 , 1899 , 

this office after discus s i ng the ma tter , advised the 
' 

hoctaw To IIlsite 

the opinion that the l and referred 
ommission th a t the office was of 
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to should be platted and sold as unimproved lots for the reason t a t 

trees came within the description 'tillage" . The Commission , however , 

was requested to consider the matte;r and report its views to this office 

!his ihe commis s ion did n ot do , ans (Sic ) it appears that the l and was 

divided into lo ts and sold as unimproved property . The Inspector in 

ransmitting r . miser ' s communicat i on invites attent ion to his com-

munication of ctober 11 , 1900 , rela tive to the same sub ject , in 

which he reco mmended that fruit trees be considered as ·permanent im-

proveme n ts. 

The Inspector ' s report of October 11 , 1900 , was transmitted 

with of fice re port of cto ber 19 , 190 , in wh ich the views of this 

office are fully set forth , and to which t he attention of t he Depart -

ment is invited. 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

• 

(G.A •• } P. 

• Jones • 
Commissioner . 

(Indorsed) Union gency # 14?0 received Dec . 1? , 1900 Office of 

u.s. Indian Inspec tor f or I . T. 
ashing ton , Dec . 3 , 1900 , s ecre -

Nov 2 re l . to . ' 
te.ry. 
conai dering fruit trees ' etc • ' as permanent impro vement9 ' end calls 

attention to former i nstruct ions in regard t o the natter. 

Returns to nsi te Comwis s ioner Smiser ' s lette 



fer in reply 
the 1 o llow i ng : 

The Honorable 

( opy) 

D.c.~~ .. ~ Tl'. 1'£ T . 0 ~ r 1£ Irr:: . 0 
fr lee of Indi an 'ffa i rs ' 

' 

I ashington , hoveJ.. ber l? ' 1900 • 

he uecretary of the Interi or . 

Sir : 

I have t he honor to acknowledge the receipt of Depar tment 

letter of 1ng or consideration , im-rov er11ber 12 , 1900 , trans 1· tt · f 

mediate re port and recornr enda tion , to gether ~ i t the return of the 

communic a tion , a re port made on November 5 , 1900 , direct to the 

Secretary, by Tams Bixby , fict i ng hairman of the o iccion to 

the i ive Civilized rrribes , re l ating to the mat t er of the ommis ­

sion's pro posed vi sit to is s is s i pp i for the purpose of identi y-

1ng ississippi .,hocta·.~ s . 

On July 30 , l 00 , this o f ice in a re')ort to the apart ­

ment r ecommended thnt the Co1 ,::.iss i on be directed to visit J.Jissis -

,he epartnent on ugust l , 
sippi for t he purpose _entioned . 

1900, concurre d i n that reco · endetion , and the commission was so 

n ctober 15 , 1 9~0 , this office in a re,ort to the 
instructed . 

0 
ission ' s proposed visit to .~ississ i p -

apartment treated of the 
p1 , and sugges ted certain changes in the notice relative to the 

matter of the charact er of the evidence ' wh ich not i ce had been 

issued to the commiss i on . 
on ctober 1

9
, 190 - , the epartment in a letter addressed 

as unnecessary for the conmiscion 
o the Corrunission held that i t 

d t
h t it recall its apuointment 

visit ~is s i ssipp i, and directe 



- 2-

and Give not ice that persons who desir ed to cl aim 

11ississippi ,hoc ta'i s mi ght do so 1· n vrr i ti ng , and 

such evi dence as mi ght be deemed pro per . 

The nCting •hairman i n the communl· cat 1· 0 n under considerat-

on insists t hat i t is ne cessary and proper that the commission 

fulfill its appoint J en t in L. ississippi , and seems to be of the 

opinion t hat the hoc taw Indians s ti 11 rema ining in I ~ississipp i 

who are entitled to i dentification are a ll full bloods, and as 

uch inco p etent to . B..L{e a ~ritten a )p lication , and that therefore , 

if for no other reason , it is the duty of the Commi s sion to go am­

ongst them and personally interrogate and also cross-examine the 

wi tne sse s ~ho a re introduced , believ i ng that by this method mu ch 

fraud c an be pre vente d and the J.: ames of' many de erving persons be 

placed upon the rolls , Vv hich ncmes ~auld otherwis e be ami tted . The 

cting Chai rman further s tates that it i s not well to cance l engage -

ments V"h ich ha ve once been rB de . 

eferr i n g to that part of the publshed notice which the 
(Sib) 

commis s ion i ssued t o parties ~hich re qu i res that all applicants 

h 11 t f hocta\"s who gave notice of s a produce proof of descen rom • 

their int en t i on to ta Ke advantage of' the 14 th . .u-ticle of the treat .. 

of Danci ng Raboi t reek , the cting hairman says that that ID ra ­

graph mi ght be eliminated , but that it \1 ould be i mpossible to do 

o now be c buse it would tend 
p e the ml· nd s of t he a PP 1 i cants • t o con.~. us • 

This office i s o f the 
opinion t hat the ;ullest opportunity 

hould Who cl a i m the r i gh t to enrollment 
be given to al l persons 

d mlr i bes t o submit evidence 
a members o f one of the ~ i v e Ci vili ze 

uch claim and it has expressed its opinion in regard to the 
' 

ter under consi deration i n i ts letters hereto f ore referred to . 
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can only add no v th at according to the re ~ort made oy t he net ­

tle pro posed visit to 1 ississipp l· ~· 1·11 b .. e nugatory , 

ov ided the rule \hi ch t he commis s ion proposed to follow is a d-

hered to , tha t- · s the enr all en t only of those persons who can 

prove that they are des cendants of Choctaw Indians who signified 

heir inte n t i on in the manner pr ovided by l aw t o remain and take 

advanta ge o f the 14th ar ticle of' the treaty o f an cing Rabb it 

Creek, and it be lieves tha t the proposed v i sit woul d be useless 

if the co i ss i on applied the sa .e rule 1.i'1 i ch i t ap pli ed \!hen it 

visited · issi ssipp i before , thbt is , to enroll a ll t hose Choctaws 

:round in t i ssissi ppi Jho are ful l bloods and refus ed enrollment 

to those who are of mixed hoc ta J and li1hi t e b lood . 

The o ffice believes in a llo~ ·ng the comm i ss i on a l ar ge 

and in fac t al ost f ull di s cretion a s to i ts ove ents , fee ling 

that 1 t is conver sant \Vi th the fa cts and condition s preva iling , 

S!l.d that it should be better a ble to deterrJine where and Vlhen it 

hould make its appointments than any other person or body can be . 

very respe ctf ully , 

Your obedient servant , 

l'l, . C. Tonner , 
.L CTI!~G co: .. rssrm.!... • 

,,0 
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( Copy 

T . i T F TI ~ II r 
uH GTOU . 

Commission to the 

Five Civili zed Tr ibes , 

I R. 

December 3 1 gee ' ... . 

~uskogee , · nd ian Terr i tory . 

entlemen : 

Your communic at ion of ovember , l u , relat i ve to the 

appointme n t by your or:L. .is ion in t l e Sta te of '"ississippi f or 

h aring t he applications of ·:li ssissipp i Chocta ;s for iden ti f ication 

recommends that t h e Commi ss ion proceed to Mississipp i in accord-

ance wi th i t s advertised appoint .1ent , \ias referred on the 12th 

ultimo t o tl e Commissioner of Indi an ffa i rs f'or considerat ion , 

report a nd r e c omTiendat ion . 

Th e .Act i ng Commissioner re turned sai d communicat ion \Ji th 

his repor t on the l?th ultimo and he states that the Indian ff ice 

is of t h e op i n i on that t e visit to :.;i s s i ssipp i w<Duld be useless , 

if the s a e test be apnli ed wn ich was adopted by the Co nis s ion 

in i t s f or i er visit t o said state , namely , " to enroll a ll t ho se 

hoc taws f ound in ;Jississi pp i who are fu ll bloods , and refuse en­

rollment t o those who are of mixed Chocta 'J and wh ite blood · ~ · 

He furt her states that t he co · ission should be a llo wed 

" 1 f ull dl·scre t l·on , s to its movements , ' 
arge and in fa ct a l most 

tor the r eason t hat t e i ssion is eonversant i th t · e facts 
0 

.. d that l·t should be be tter ale t o 
d conditi s prevail ing , -

termine wh ere and \ hen i t should ma e its appo intmen" 
than any 

' 
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other person or b o dy can be . 

The De partment concurs i n your sugge st i on that it i s 

advisab le f or t he Commi ss i on "to vis i t I.iiss i ss i pp i for the lmr­

pose of g i v i ng fur t er opportunity to bona fide .Ussissipp i 

Choctaws t o b e ident i f ied as such , " but i t is considered impor t -· 

ant that t he Prin ci pa l 'hief of the Choctaw Na t i on and the Gov­

ernor o f t he Chi okasa ~ at i on should be not i f i ed by the commis ­

sion of t h e t i me when and the place · here it will hear appl ications 

from those cla imi ng to be Ji s s is s i ppi Chocta ws , under the pro vis i ­

ons of t he 1 4 th article of the tEeaty of 1830 , in order that each 

of said na ti ons may , if it so desires , have a representative at 

the hearing s of t he Com:m i ss i on , so that there may be no allega tions 

in the f utur e that no op~ortunity was given to the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw l' a tions to show that any applicant wa s no t entitled to 

be enroll ed b y your Commi s sion. 

The Comm i ss ion will also advise each I ndian applicant iden­

tified by you~ Commiss i on that he can a cquir e no ri ghts by virtue 

of the action of t he Commission until its report sha l l have been 

receive d and appro ved by the Secre tary of the I nterior ' and that 

such applic ant mu s t make a bona f ide settle me nt Vl t th in the Choctaw 

and Chicka s aw country and make proof of such fa c t before your . 

C . d b tn· e pro vl· sl· ons of the Indian ~ ppropri -onmussion, as requ i re :.-

(31 t a t ., 221 ) . special ~ains 
ation . ct a ppr ov ed ay 31 , 1 900 

should b e t aken t o i mpr ess upon the minds of the appli cants ' 

many of whom doub tles s a r e 

t, so that t h e y wil l not 

. t the r equ ire lents o! siad 1gnoran , 

r e cei ve the i mpress i on that by being 

ic) 
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ent1fied by your Commiss i on they will t hen have a right to be 

nrolled as members of the Choctaw and Chickasaw ·at i ons and be 

entitled to a share of the 1 ands of said nat i ons wi thout mck ing 

ettlement therein . 

A cop y of t he .ct.Cting Commissioner's re ?ort isinclos ed 

herein. 

Ind. Ter . Di v ., 
3'17'7-1900 
1 inclosure . 

Respectf ully , 

Si gned , E. • d tchcock , 
Secretary . 

(Indorsed) 
ississippi 

l Corr.espeondence in- re Union gen cy # 70 Departmenta ) 
hoctaws ( 'nrollment) . ( ,,Si c 



DEPARTt1ENT OF THE I NTER I OR . 
vash i n gton . 

December 6 , 1900 . 

!he President . 

Sir: 

I have t h e honor to submit herewith for executive action , 

under the provisio ns of section 29 of the act of Congress approved 

June 28, 1898 ( 3 S t a t ., 495) , an act of the Choctaw Nat ion entitled 

"An Act appropri ating money to revise and print the New Testament in 

the Choctaw Language . " 

Said act a ppr opriates the sum of 4P 500 . 00 "towards paying the 

expenses of revi s i ng and printing t he New Testament in the Choctaw 

Language and that the sum of Five hundred dollars shall be used only 

for the purposes he re i n set forth . " The act also a uthorizes the 

Principal Chief to appoint an i n terpret er for said work , and upon his 

certificate t he Nat i onal uditor is required to issue his warrant on 

the National Treasurer for the amount . 

The United States Indian Inspector for the I ndian Terri tory 

!ecommends the approva l of said act , and the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs concurs in s a i d r ec ornmendati on . 

There a pp e ar i ng to be no legal or other object ion to said 

aot, I have to r e co mme nd that the same be ap proved . 

The letter of the d COpy of the report of the nspe ctor an a 

Commissioner of Indian Affair are enclosed herewi th . 

Respectfully , 

F . 1 . campbell 
Ind.Ter.Div. Acting 'ecret ary . 
3982-1900 . 
3 enclosures . . 18 l900 Office of u. 
(Indorsed) Union g ency # 14 78 rece1 ved Dec . il 1900 se cretary . 
• Indian Inspector f or I . T. , ashingt?n , C~~~ t aw Language , 

CHOCTA Act for printi ng re w Te st ament ln 
APPROVED Dec . 7. 



F. 
D E P ART . T O F TI E I E R I 0 R. 

ashi ngt on . 

De cember 6 , l900 . 

he Presid ent . 

Sir: 

I hav e the h onor to s ubmi t herewith for executive 

action, und.er t he provisi ons of sect i on 29 of the act of 

Congress appr ov ed J une 28 , 1898 ( 30 Stat ., 495 ) , an a ct of the 

Choctaw Nation ent i tled "An Act amending an Act entitled ' An Act 

crea ting a commiss i on t o accompany and a ssi st the Dawes 

Commis s ion i n maki ng a roll of the Choctaw cit i zens . " 

The f ir st sec t ion of s a id a ct declare s that the forme r 

ac~ of t he Genera l Council of t he Choctaw Nat i on "approved 

Karch 24, 1899 , " be amended so as t o require the Chaeta; cit i ­

zenship commi ssion to open and ma i nta i n an off ice a t South 

JlcAlester, Indian Te rri tory , the same being the mos t centra l 

and acces s i ble point i n sa id nat ion , at hi ch pl a ce sha l l be kept 

"he Choctaw c itizenshi p records , and tha t sa i d off i ce s ha l l a t 

all times be open to i n spect ion by all ci t i zens of said n t i on . 

The se c ond section requires the records to be pl ced 

in charge o f the cust od i an to be ppoi nt ed by t he Pr i nci pa l 

hiet, who s ah ll a l so be ex- off icio clerk of the c ommi ssi on a t 

a alary p rovi ded in s a i d f ormer act , and a l so declares that the 

ottice of clerk of t he ci t i zens h i p commi s si on provi ded in s a i d 

lf.fl 
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:rormer act is abolished . 

Section 3 repea ls a ll laws or parts of laws i n co n­

flict wit h t he pr av isi on s there of . 

The Unit e d St a t es Indi an Inspe ct or f or the Indi an 

Territory i n f or war d i ng s aid act state s that said f ormer 

act approve d by t he Prin cipal Chi ef on Ma r ch 24 , 1899 , pro­

Tided for a eommission t o a ccompany the Commi ssi on t o the Fi ve 

Civilized Tri bes i n making a ro l l of Choct aw ci t i zens , and it 

was approved b y t he Pr esi dent on April 13, 1899 , af ter re cei ving 

the favorab l e endors ement of t he Act i ng Cha i rman of the Com­

mission to t he F i v e Civilized Tribes . He re commends t hat sa id 

act be a pprov e d and the Commiss i oner of Indi an Affa irs concurs 

in his recomm.enda ti on . 

There appear i ng to be no lega l or other objecti on t o 

aid act I ha ve to recommend that the same be approved . 

The lett e r of the Inspector and copy of the Commi s -

aioner 's rep or t a re enclosed herewi th . 

Ind.Ter . Di v. 
3978-1900. 
3 enclosures. 

Respe ctfully, 

F . 1 . Campbeil 
Acting Secretary. 

. d Dec 18 1900 Off i ce of u.s . Indorsed) Union Agen cy No . l4~ 9 . Recelve . • ' D • 11 1900 s ecre -
Indian Inspect or f or I ndi an Terri tory . Wa s hlngton , ;~ • es ' commi ssi on , 
tary---Choct aw ct r e l . to Commiss ion to accompany 
APPROVED Dec. 7~1900 . 

----------



I .ARTI\ ENT 
CO J1II S3 ION T 0 T 

Ron. Tams i xby , 

F?FI•VETHCIV LI N T ' R I 0 R. 
I I I 7 D TRIB s • 

uskoge e , Ind . Ter ., 

De cemb er 12 , l9u0 

epot otel , 

Denison , Texa , . 

Dear Sir:-

Herewith you will find two copies of a letter of 

December 3 , from the Department , with referen ce to the appo int -

ment of t he Commission at at t iesbur g , LTississi ppi ; a lso two 

copies o f a report of the ornrniss i oner of Indian ffairs of 

November 17, re erred to there in • 

) L J 

. r. 1..t.a ckbusch informs me the t you desire copies .of thes e 

letters. 

Yours Very trul y , 

G. 1 . v. Emers on . 

3 encl. 



D E P .H. R T >l 1 T 0 F THE I T .!!; R I 0 R. 
S I lGT N 

OYE IC OF I NDIA .hFF IR • 

Dec . 19 , 1900 . 

he Honorable 

The ecretary of the Interior . 

ir: 

There is enclosed herewith a re port f rom Inspector •~fright , 

dated December o, 1 900 , submitti ng for xecutive action an act of 

the National Council of the Choctaw Nation , approved by the rin­

oipal Chief October 2 6 , 1900 , en titled , "An ct appropriating mon­

ey to defray the expenses of t wo b lin d ch ildren . " 

The act appropriates t he sum of ~ 790 or so much ther eof as 

may be necessary "out of the sch ool f und now in t he Tr easury of t he 

United States to the credi t of the Cho ctaw 1·a t ion to def r ay t he 

expenses of two bli n d children of Choctaw bl ood and of school age 

at the International School for t he Blind , a t Fort Gibson , I. T., " 

and provides "!that t he uperinte nde n t of .S chools for t he Choctaw 

Nation is authorized to i ~ sue certif ic ates for said children i f 

tound to be of Choctaw blood . 

L:tf further p ro vi des that the National udi tor shall issue 

•arrant upon the recomnendation of the uuperintendent of Schools 

in favor of Laura • 
o -l and , Principal of said International 

chool, and that the saroo shal l be presented to the Interior De­

partment for pa yrnent . 

Inspector Wright referred the a ct to Supt . Benedict , 
who , 
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in a report da ted ovember 16 , 1900 , which is enclos ed herewith 
' 

states that he th i nks the better plan would be to consider the 

bill as a recommendation of the Choctaw Counci l and acting upon 

that the necess a r y arrangements can be made for t he educ a tion of 

the two blind ch ildren. 

Inspec tor ·yright invites attent ion to Department letter of 

April 8, 189 9, submitting to the President with recommenda tion 

that it be di sapproved an act of the Choctaw council mck ing pro ­

visions for the carrying out of a contract ~ith the Pri nci pa l of 

the Orphan Aca demy at Atoka , I . T., a nd a l so to t he r egulations 

prescribed by the Department Ivizrch 4 , 1899 , r e l at ive t o educa tion 

) 'I 

in the Indian Territory and t he disbursement of the r eve nues de ­

rived fro m royal ties on oo a l a nd a s phalt , recommends t he caisapprov­

al of the act, and concurs in Sup t . Ben edict's sugges tion t hat t he 

same be. cons ide r ed as a recommenda tion of t he Choctaw coum il and 

that proper steps be · taken for the educa tion of the t wo b lind child-

ren. 

In connec t i on with this matter , t he attention of t he Depart­

ment is invited t o offi ce repor t of even da te herewith transmit ­

ting an act of t he Choct aw council entitled , "All Act to apnropriate 

money to reimburse Frank B. Yat es , Supt . of Deaf ute Institute , 

Little d that t he same action be t aken 
Rock, Ark.," and re commen s 

by the ac t tha t i s tak en by it relative 
Department r e l at i ve to th i s 



- 3-

to the act above , nt i oned . 

Very respe ctful l y, 
Your obedient servant , 

• • Jones • 

Commissioner . 

G.A. ·v. (L'e) 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 1621 re ceived Jan. 14 , 1901 f f i ce of 
U. s. Andian Inspector for • T. ashington , Jan. 5 , 1901 , Sec­
retary. Choctaw Act to defray expenses of t wo bl i nd children 
(at Ft.Gibson), DIS PROVED . 



DEPARTdENT OF THE INTERIOR . 

·~' .JHI iGTO N. 

The Superintendent o f Schools 

in the IndianTerritory , 

lvuscogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

De cember 22 , 1900 . 

The Department is in receipt of your communic at i ons to the 

Department and to the Commissioner of Indian Affa irs , dated November 

lOth and 20th and De cember 3rd and 4th , 1900 , in regard to complain t s 

by J. E. Arnold and others that the Choctaw aut horities have denied 

their children the ri ght to s chool privileges of the nation because 

they are what is known as "court citizens , " par ties claiming to have 

been admit~ed to citizenship by order of a United States Court . 

Mr. arnold asks the Department i f it is not poss i ble , his 

children being one fourth Chi pp ewa Indians , to hav e them educated 

at some Government school outside of the Choctaw at i on . 

The United 3 tates Indian Inspe ctor f or the I ndian Terr itory , 

on December 3 , 1900 , tr ansmi tted several of your letters , and stat ed 

that attached to your letter of r ovemb er lOt h is an art i cle whi ch ap ­

peared in the publ ic press , purporting to be a copy of a communica­

tion from the Principa l Chief of the Choctaw atton addressed to the 

various county judges in said nation , se tting forth that parties 

"admitted to Ci t izensh i p" by the cour ts were not re cogn ized as citi­

zens of that nation, and have no right t o assert the rights or bene­

fits of Choctaw citizenship, and he dire~ts t he judges to refuse 

certifica tes to any such per ons who ray appl y to enter the schools , 
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and to r e voke any certi f ica t es which ma y have be en i ssued t o such 

people. 

)/4 

The Insp ector r e ports tha t the Choc taw l aws prov i de that t he 

county judge of ec· h county sha ll se l ect from t he ne i ghbor ho od schooits 

in his county a c erta l n number of children t o be sent to the board i ng 

schools, and t o f urni sh t he parents of such ch i ldren with certifi ca ­

tes of such selection, which children , upon present ation of such 

certific ates, a r e accepted i n the various boar di ng school s by t he 

superintend en t s ; tha t although the Choct aw boar di ng schools are under 

the control of t he Department , s uperin t endents are dir ected to ac cept 

children only upon t he presentat ion of cer t ifi ca t e s from the county jud-

ges; that seve r l county judges have can cell ed s choo l cer ti f ic a tes 

of "court citi zens" and the children ha ve been withdrawn fr om the 

schools; tha t cert a i n choc t aw c i ti zens ha ve r e cently brought suit con­

testing the right of ci t i zenship of many of these "court citi zens , " 

and until such sui t s ar e det ermi ned he cons iders t ha t i t would be be t ­

ter that such children be not accepted a t t he various board i ng schools ; 

that should be acc ept ed not wi t hs tand i ng t he protes ts of the Cho ctaw 

authorities it mi ght lead t o c ompl ica t i ons . 

The ommi ss i oner of I ndian f f air s , wi t hou t entering i nto any 

discuss ion as to t he r i gh ts of these nc·CDamrt ci ti zens t' t o s chool pr i vi ­

leges in t he Cho ctaw ·ati on , reported , on December 11 , 1900 , t ha t , 

under th e repea ted r ulings o:t' t he Depa rtment , c hi l dren of pa r ent s v ho 

h v ive c1· v1· 11·zed Tribes are debarre d fro m a ll t he are members o f t e .L' 

t he Government s cho ol s s upported and maintain­
rights and privileges in 

ed out of funds appropr i ted f r such pur pos e . 
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The r ights of the par ties complaining have not been finally 

settled, so far as this Department is concerned , or , rather , the 

judgment s of the courts , if such exist in their cases have not been 

officially b rought to the attention of the Department by the submis ­

sion of . t he ro l l of citizens of said nation , provided for by the act 

of June 28, 1898 ( 30 Stat ., 495 ) . Only wh en t ha t roll has been appr ­

oved will t he Department knov defi nitely Who are citizens . It has 

uniformly refused to pass upon t h e question of the right of any one 

to citizenship until his case is regularly supmitted by the Commis-

sian to t he Fi ve Civiliz ed Tribes . 

As to the par ties claiming citizenship in said Na tion , so 

long as the question of their ri ghts is in dispute the Department , 

without recogniz i ng such claim , would not be justifi ed in providing 

school fa cili t i es for thear children , as is done f or certa in other 

Indians outside of the nations of the Five Civilized Tr ibes . 

If they adhere to their cla im to Choctaw citizenship , and 

if, in their judgment , the nat i onal authorities or anyone else are 

preventing them fr om exercising any lega l rights , their remedy , under 

pre sent condi t ions, wo uld seem to be elsewhere than in this Depar t -

ment. 

The Indian Ins pe c t or has been instructed to advise l..lr . 

and Mr. Vernon in accordance herewi th . 

Ind.Ter. Div. 
4091-1900. 

Respectfully , 

Tho" . Ryan . 

c t ing s ecre tar y . 

rnold 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency # 1549 r eceived Jan . 3 , 1901 . Office of 

U.s. Indian Inspector for I . T. ashing ton , Dec . 27 , 1900 , Secre ­

tary. Transmits l etter for Supt . of Schools f or I . T., rel. to lett ­

er of J. G. Ral l s about rights of Cho ctaw "Court" citizens . 
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