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41432- 1893. OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Washington~ November 28, 1893. 

Ron . Henry L. Dawes, 

Hon. Meridith H. Kidd, 

Ron. Archibald s. McKennon. 

Gentlemen: 

The President, by and with t~ a.dvice and consent of the 

Senate , has appointed you commissioners to enter into negotiations 

with tm Five Civilized Tribes in the Indian Terri tory, for cer­

tain purposes, set forth in Section 16 of t~ Act of March 3, 

1893, (27 Stats.645}, hich provides as follows:-

The President shall nominate and, by and with the advice and 

consent of the Senate, shall appoint three commissioners to enter 

into negotiat-ions With the Cherokee Nation, the Choctaw Nation , 

the Chickasaw Nation, the Muscogee (or Creek} Nation; the 

Seminole Nation, far the purpose of the extinguishment of the 

natioml or tribal title to any lands within that Territory no 

held by any and all of such nations or tribes, e i tber by cession 

of the same or some part thereof to t~ United States , or by the 

allotment and division of the same in severalty among the In­

dians of such na. tions or tribes, respectively, as may be entitled 

to tba same , or by such other method as may be agreed upon be­

tween t~ several nations and tribes aforesaid , or each of them, 

with the United States , With a view to ruch ~ adjus'bnent, 

upon the basis of justice and equity, as may , with t~ consent 

of such nations or tribes of Indians , so far as may be necessary, 

be requisite and suitable to enable the ultimate creation of a 

State or states of t~ Union which shall embrace the lands within 
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the said Indian Territory. 

The commissioners so appointed shall receive a salary, 

to be paid during such time as they may be actually employed , 

under direction of t~ President, in t~ duties enjoined by this 

act, at the rate of five thousand dollars per annum, and shall 

also be paid their reasonable and proper expenses incurred in 

tbe prosecution of the objects of this act , upon accounts therefor 

to be rendered to and allowed by th3 Secretary of the Interior 

from time to time. That such commissioners shall have power 

to employ a secretary, a stenographer , and such interpreter or 

interpreters as may be found necessary to the performance of their 

duties, and by order to fix their compensation, whieh shall be 

paid, upon t he approval. of the Secretary of the Interior , from 

time to time, with their reasonable and necessary expenses, upon 

accounts to be rende red as aforesaid ; and may also employ, in 

like manner and with the like approval , a surveyor or other 

assistant or agent, which they shall certify in writing to be 

necessary to the performance of any pa rt of tl:eir duties . 

Such commissioners shall, under such regulations and 

d1 rections as shall be prescribed by tl:e President , through t he 

Secretary of the Interior, enter upon negotiation with the sever­

al nations of Indiens, as aforesaid, in the Indian Territory , and 

shall endeavor to procure, first, such allot~nts or land in 

severalty to the Indians belonging to each such nation, tribe, 

or bend, respectively, as may be agreed upon as just and proper 

to provide for each such Indian, a sufficient quantity or land 

tar his or her needs, in such equal distribution and apportionment 

as may be found just and suited to tb! circumstances ; for which 
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purpose, after the terms of such an agreement shall have been 

arrived at, the said commissioners shall cause the land o~ any 

such nation, or tribe, or band to be surveyed and t~ proper 

allo'bnent to be designated; and, secondly, to procure the ces­

sion, for such price and upon such ter.ms as shall be agreed upon, 

o~ any lands not fo -~~~-~~----necessary to be so allotted or 

divided, to t~ United States; and to make proper agreements 

for tbe investment or holding, by the United States, of such 

moneys as may be paid or a gr e ed to be paid to ruch nation, or 

tribes, or bands, or to any of the Indians the reof for the 

extinguishment of their therein. But said commissioners shall, 

however, have po er to negotiate any and all such agreements as, 

in view of all the circumstances affecting the subject, shall be 

found requisite and sui table to such an arrangefll8ll t of the rights 

and interests and affairs of such nations, tribes, bands, or 

Indians, or any of them, to enable the ultimate creation of a 

Territory of the United States with a view to the admission of 

the same as a state in the Union. 

The canmissiomrs shall at any time, or from time to 

time, report to tre Secretary of the Interior their transactions 

and the pr~ress of their negotiations, and shall at any time, 

or from time to time, if separate agreenents shall be made by 

them with any nation, tribe, or band, in pursuance ot the authority 

hereby conferred, report too same to the Secretary of t.he Interior 

tor submission to Congress for its consideration and ratification. 

Far the purposes aforesa;id there is .hereby appropriated, 

out ot any moneys in tb! Treasury of the United States, the 

50. 



4 
-4-

sum ot fifty thousand dollars to be immediately available. 

Neither t~ provisions of this section nor the negotiations 

or agreements vbich may be had or made t~reunder shall be held 

in any way to wei ve or impair any right o:r sovereignty which 

the Government of the United States has over or respecting said 

Indian Territory or the people thereof , or 8Ily other right of 

t~ Governn:ent relating to said Territory, its lmds, or the 

people thereof. -- See copy of the Act herewith . 

The primary object of your appointment is, as stated 

in t~ act : to secure by agreements to be arrived at through 

proper ne got.ia ti ons , the e:xtinguis.bm.en t of the national or 

tribal title of the Five Civilized Tribes to lands owned and 

occupied by them in the Indian Terri tory, w1 th a view to such 

an arrangement of lam titles and t~ abolition or such modifica­

tion of tribal autonomy in the Indian Terri tory , as will leave 

t~ Goverllm!n t of t~ United States, with the consent of the 

Indians, to take steps looking to the ultimate creation of a 

State or States of tbe Union , to embrace the lands now within 

the boundaries of the said Territory, which it has in various 

treaties given its obligation shall not be included within the 

jurisdiction of any State or Territory without the consent of 

t~ Indian nations to which they have been gran ted . One of the 

instrumentalities to be employed to attain this object shall 

be through the allotnBnt in severalty o:r the lands occupied by 

the Cherokee, Creek, Seminole , Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations ot 

Indians, commonly knom as the Five Civilized Tribes , it it 

shall be practicable for you to agree wi tb the said nations 

upon a plan tor the allo'tment or their lands. 

50. 
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no directions in the act as to the quantity ot land which shall 

be given to each allottee, leaving the question to be agreed 

upon 'W1 th any of the na.tions upon such an equitable allotment 

as may seem proper. In t ~ event there is an agree2n t on the 

part ot tbe Indians to take their lands in alloizJ:ent, secure, 

if practicable, an agreen:ent the. t allotments shall be taken 

in such manner as to leave two sections in each township for 

school purposes. 

5 

In the treaty c:£ 1866 the Cherokees (14 Stats.799), 

Article XX, it is pr·ovided that whenever the Cherokee National 

Council shall request it, the Secretary of the Interior shall 

cause the country reserved for t~ Cherokees to be surveyed and 

allotted among them at the expense of til! United States . It 

would seem from this provision of treaty that it was the inten­

tion of t~ contracting parties that the en tire country occupied 

by the Cherokees should be divided equally among the citizens ot 

the Nation. In t~ treaty of 1866 wi til the Choctaw and Chickasa 

Nations (Ibid.769}, a plan of allotments is provided for by which 

each Indian would have a right to one-quarter section of land , or 

160 acres, the land selected to be inalienable for the period of 

twenty-one years, and patents to be issued by the United States 

countersigned by t.Q, chief of the Nation. Citizens ot the Na­

tion by intermarriage or adoption to have the same right of 

selection as citizens of Indian blood. No treaty provision is 

found touching the subject or the allotment of' land in severalty 

to the Creeks and Seminoles. On receipt of' a letter ot November 

2, 1891, f'rom the Agent at the Union Agency, Muscogee, Indian 
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Territory, transmitting copy of a bill introduced in the Creek 

Council, at that time in session, ~ich proposed to gi~e to each 

citizen of t~ Creek Nation the right to sele;ct and hold a home­

stead, not exceeding 200 acres in extent for every member of his 

family, the Department suggested to the Creeks that a law be 

adopted which, after making request to Congress for the extention 

of the United States surveys over the Nation , should provide, 

first, for reserving certain sections of lmd in each township 

to be devoted to school purposes and e:xclusi vely for the benefit 

oft~ Creek school fund; second , for the per capita division 

of a11 tQ, land remaining among t~ citizens of the Creek Nation , 

without distinction, or for an· allotzoon t to each individual 

member of the Nation~ and for the sale to tre United States of 

such surplus, if any, as reiiJB.ined; third, for giving individual 

patents to the Creek homesteaders or allottees, said patents to 

contain a stipulation against alienation for a reasonable term 

of years. 

For the purpose of patenting the land selecting by the 

allottees or homesteaders~ it was suggested that it would seem 

to be necessary as well as advisable that the Creeks should pro­

vide for a cession of all their country to th! United States , 

in trust, as title evidence by a patent from the United States 

is the most desirable title one can have in this country. 

The Cherokee Nation embraces 5,031,351 acres of land 

which, if allotted tn severalty to all persons entitled to 

receive allotments, including the Cherokee freedmen, would g1 ve 

to each a tract ar 170 acres. 

However, by tn, agreellll!tn t of April 8, 1867, between 

50. 
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the Delawares in t~ Cherokee Nation and said Cherokee Nation, 

which was approved by the President April 11, 1867, said Delawares 

would be entitled to receive only 160 acres or land it not other­

wise provided for in your agreement, which -.::>uld increase the 

per capita al.lotiiB nt to each ot~ r citizen of too Nation . Except 

1n . the case of the Delawares, each citizen of the Cherokee Nation 

has a right to receive an equal allotment with each otb9r citizen 

of the Nat ion, t~ ir rights there in bei I\g equal. 

The terri tory owned and occupied by the Choctaws and 

Chickasaws belongs to the two nations in common, the Choctaws 

owning a three-fourths undivided interest and tbe Chickasaws the 

remaining one-fourth undivided interest. The political division 

between the two nations does not divide the interest of the nations 

in the land. This terri tory contains 11,338,935 acres. The 

Choctaws' portion of this is 8,504,201.25 acres. The total 

poplllation of the Choctaw Nation is 14,397, of which 4,401 are 

col ored persons who have been adopted by an Act of the Nation , 

under which t.be y have a right to rece:li. ve 40 acres of lam, which 

would require 176,040 acres, leaving 8,328,161.25 acres out of 

which allo'tments are to be given to 9,996 citizens of the Choctaw 

Nation who are entitled to equal rights in the land. If this 

land is divided equally among tha Choctaws it would give each 

member of the Nation an allotment of 833.15 acres. It is thought, 

however, t.ba t tb!t Indian~ might be induced to take a less quanti t:y 

of land in allotment and to cede the remainder for a proper 

consideration tot~ United States. The quantity of each allot­

ment is a matter to be agreed upon between the commission and the 

Choctaw Indians. 
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The freedmen in the Chickasaw Nation have no rights of 

citizenship whatever in that Nation and would not be entitled 

under existing conditions to any share in the lmds of that Nation 

to be allotted. Their status will be discussed in anot~r part 

ot these instructions. 

The 2,834,733.75 acres, being tbe undivided interest of 

the Choctaw and Chickasaw domain owned by tre Chickasaws, or such 

portion thereof as you may agree upon, is subject to allotment 

only to citizens oft~ Chickasaw Nation, including those who have 

become such by intermarriage or adoption. If you agree on a 

per capita distribution of this land among tbe Chickasaws, each 

member of the Nation would be entitled to receive a little over 

818 acres of land. 

The area of the Creek Nation is 3,040,495 acres, which 

it divided per capita among the 14,632 citizens of t~ Nation , as 

appears from the eleventh census, would give to each citizen a 

little over 207 acres of lend. The Creeks do not provide in 

any of their laws tor t~ adoption of non-citizens intermarried 

With members of the tribe, and the only persons in the Nation , 

unless there be some who have been adopted by Act of council 

who would be entitled to receive an interest in the allotment of 

lands, would be citizens of the Nation by blood and the free 

persons who have been adopted into t .he Nation under the treaty 

of 1866. 

The Seminole Nation comprises 375,000 acres, which, if 

allotted in severalty to all the citizens t~reo:r, 2561 in num-

ber would give each a per capita allotnent of 146 acres. The 

estimates above set forth are based upon tbe statement as to 

population contained in Census Bulletin No.25 of the Eleventh 
50. 
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Census . There is nothing to show that tie white citizens of the 

several nations in the Indian Terri tory are included in the census 

ot Indians . The colored citizens in t~ various nations are 

enumerated separately. If t~ white citizens of the Nation a re 

not included in t~ enumeration as Indians , the estimates above 

may be varied by the addition to the stated populat ion of t he 

number of white citizens . This , of course, would decre a se t he 

pe r capita allotments in the different tribes. The Office has 

no means of judging of tre number of white i nt er marrie d citizens 

or white adop ted citizens in t he Nati on . 

Should you find it i mpossible to rea ch any agreement with 

all of the Five Civilized Tribes or any of t hem , wh ich would pro­

vide for the allo 1men t of lands in severalty to t he members t here­

of , and the cession of such surplus , if any, as may remain , to 

the United States for a consideration, Congress authorizes you 

to negotiate any agreements as in view of all the circumstance s 

affecting the subject you shall find requisite and su itable to 

such an arrangement at t~ rights and interests of the nation s , 

tribes , or bands of Indians affected , or any of the m, as auld 

enable Congress to ultimately create a Territory of t he Uni t e d 

States with a view to the admission of the sama as a State i n the 

Union . In other words , it is contemplated that in your negotia­

tions you shall first endeavor to secure the allot:nent of t he lands 

in several ty to the members of the Five Civilized Tribes and t he 

cessi on ot any surplus remaining to the United States . You will 

t hen direct your negotiations •o as to receive from t he se tribes 

their consent to t he abr ogation ot the treaty stipulations wherein 

the United States have agreed that t he lams of the se Indian ahall 

50 . 
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not be brought Within the jurisdiction of any State or Territory 

ot the United States. 

1_0 

While most of the citizens of the Five Civili zed Tr i bes 

are far advanced in civilization and perfectly competent to have 

control of their own affairs without restriction, there are 

doubtless many, especially among the full-bloods, who have not 

that knowledge of affairs and business t hat would enable t hem 

to so manage their allotments and business as to g ive t bem the 

fullest benefits therefrom. It is important, therefore , in t he 

opinion of this Department, that any agreement t ha t you may reach 

with any o-r t~ Five Civilized Tribes p roviding for givi ng allot­

IJSnts in severalty to the citizens thereof, shall cont ai n a sti pula­

tion under whicll their allotments or a portion t hereof, a s may 

be agreed upon, shall be held inalienable for a term of years 

to be fixed in the agreement, which may be i ncrease d or dimished 

at any time in any case in the discretion of tm President. 

CHEROKEES. The Cherokee Indians have a title to tie ir l ands 

which has been held by the courts to be a "base, quali f ied, or 

determinable fee Wi tbout t~ right of reversion w t only a possi­

bility of reversion in the United States." (u.s.v.Reese,5th 

Dillon,504). 

This title was acquired by the Cherokees from t he Uni­

ted States under grants contained in the treaties between them 

and this GovemDnt ot May 6, 1828, (7 Stats.,311), Februa ry 

14,1833, (Ibid.414), and December 29, 1835, (Ibid.478), and their 

title is evidenced by a patent, issued December 31,1838, the 

habendum of which is as follows:-

Therefore, in exeout ion of the agreements and stipula­

tions contained in the said several treaties, the United s tates 
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have given and granted and by these presents do. give and grant 

unto the said Cherokee Nation t~ two tracts of land so surveyed 

and hereinbefore described, containing in the whole 13,374,135.14 

acres, to have and to hold the same together with all the rights, 

privileges and appurtenances thereunto belonging to the said 

Cherokee Nation forever; subject, however, to t~ right of the 

United States to penn it other tribes of red men to get salt on 

the salt plain on the western prairie referred to in t~ second 

article of the treaty of the twenty-eighth of December, one 

thousand eight hundred and the limits prescribed for the outlet 

agreed to be granted by said United States in and by the articles 

hereinbefore recited, to the extent and in the manner in which 

the said rights are so reserved of tbe twenty-eighth of May, 

eigh~een hundred and thirty, which condition is that the lands 

hereby granted shall revert to the United States if the said 

Cherokees be cane extinct or abandon the same." 

CHOCTAWS. The land occupied by the Choctaws and Chickasaws 

was granted with other lands under Article 11. ot the treaty 

with the Choctaws of September 27, 1830, (7 Stats.333), "in fee 

simple to them and their descendants to inure to them while they 

shall exist as a nation and live on it.• 

The Choctaw title is evidenced by a patent from t~ United 

States, dated March 23, 1842, the habendum of which is as follows: 

"Now know ye that the United States ot America, in considera­

tion ot t~ premises and in execution of the agreement and stipula­

tions in the aforesaid treaty, have given and granted and by 

these presents do give and grant unto the Choctaw Nation the 
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aforesaid 'tract of' country west of the Mississippi ,' to have 

and to holml the sam with all the rights, privileges,. immunities, 

and appurtenances of whatever nature thereunto belonging, as 

intended to be conveyed by the aforesaid article 'in fee simpl 

to them and their descendants to inure to them while they shall 

exist as a nation and live on it,' liable to no transfer or 

alienation except to the United States or with their consent." 

CHICKASAWS. The Chickasaws hold their interest in the Choc­

taw country under a convention and agreement entered into between 

the Choctaws and Chickasaws January 17, 1837, subject to the 

approval of the President and the Senate of the United States , 

which was so approved by the Senate February 25, and by the Presi­

dent March 24, 1837, (11 Stats.573). 

By this con~ention it was agreed by the Choctaws that the 

Chickasaws should have the privilese of' farming a district within 

the limits of the Choctaw country, to be held on the same terms 

that the Choctaws held it. It was contemplated by this conven­

tion that politically the Choctaws and Chickasaws should be one 

nation, except that the Chickasaws should not participate in 

the Choctaw annuities, and the Choctaws should not interfere 

With the control and management of the residue of the Chickasaw 

tunds after the consideration paid by the Chickasaws to the Choc­

taws was deducted. 

By treaty ot 1855, between the Choctaws and Chickasaws and 

the United States, (11 Stats.611), the political connection be­

tween the Choctaws and Chickasaws was dissolved, and each nation 

was penni tted or authorized to establish separate governments 

50. 
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for themse 1 ve s. In this treaty the rights of the two nations in 

t.t. territory occupied by them was fixed, as set forth in another 

part of these instructions , the Choctaws being recognized as 

having a three-fourths undivided interest and the Chickasaws a 

one-fourth undivided interest. The title of the Chickasaws, 

therefore, to t~ ir proportion of the terri tory occupied by 

thea jointly With t~ Choctaws, when it shall be ascertained, is 

t~ same as that oft~ Choctaws in theirs ; that is, they own 

it "in fee simple, to them and their descendants, to inure to 

them while they shall exist as a nation 8lld live on it . "" 

CREEKS. The Creeks hold their land under a grant contained 

in Articles 11, 111 and lV of the treaty of February 14 , 1833, 

(7 Stats.417), and their title is evidenced by a patent under 

date of August 11,1852, the habendum of which is as follo ws :-

"Now know ye that the United States of America, in considera­

tion of tb3 premises and in conformity with tbe above-recited 

provisions of the treaty aforesaid, have given and granted, Creek 

tribe of Indians, the tract of country above described, to have 

and to hold the same unto the said tribe of Indians so long 

as they shall exist as a nation and continue to occupy the country 

conveyed to them." 

The effect of t~ grants is to vest in the Creek Nation , in 

fee simple, the country granted so long as the Nation shall exist 

and shall occupy t~ same. 

SEMINOLES. By the said fourth article of the treaty above 

referred to w1 th tO, Creeks, it was provided that "It is also 

understood and agreed that the Seminole Indians of Florida, whose 

50. 
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removal to this country is provided for by their treaty with the 

United States, dated May 9, 1832, (Article I , 7 Stats .369), shall 

also have a permanent am comfortable home on the lands hereby 

set apart as the country of the Greek Nation; and they (the 

Seminoles) will hereafter be considered a constituent part of 

said Nation , but are to be located by themselves , which locat ion 

will be selected for them by th!!. Commissioners who have signed 

these articles of agreement or convention."' 

It having been found necessary to readjust the relations 

existing between the Creeks and Seminoles under the treaty of 1833, 

another treaty was en tared into with them August 7 , 1856, (11 Stats 

699), by which the Creeks ceded and conveyed to tbe Seminoles a 

tract of country included within the following boundary : 

ttBeginning on the Canadian River a few miles east of the 

ninety-seventh parallel of West Longitude, where Ack-hi-appo or 

Pond Creek empties into the same; thence due north to the North 

Fork o-r the Canadian; t~nce up said North Fork of the Canadian 

to th!t south line of the Cherokee country; thence with that 

line west on th!t one hundredth parallel of est Longitude; thence 

south along said paralle 1 of longitude to the Can ad ian river , 

and the nee down and with that river to tn, place of beginning. " 

The tit~ of the Seminoles to this country was the same as 

that fornerly held by the Creeks. 

By Article lll o~ the treaty ot March 21,1866, (14 Stats . 

756), between t.Q, United States and the Seminole Nation, the 

Seminoles ceded to the United States al.l of t.Q, country conveyed 

to them by t.~ Creeks under t~ treaty ot 1856 1 and the United 

States having by treaty ot June 14,1866, (14 Stats.786), acquired 
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a part of the Creek country a grant therefrom of two hundred 

thousand acres was made to th!. Seminoles for a permanent home in 

the folloWing language, (Article 111) :--

"The United States having obtained by grant of the Creek 

Nation the westerly half of their lands, hereby grant to the 

Seminole Nation the portion thereof hereafter described, which 

shall constitute t~ national domain of the Seminole Indians . " 

Then follows the description:--

5 

"Beginning on the Canadian River ~ere the line divides 

the Creek lands according to the tenns of their sale to the 

United States by their treaty of February 6, 1866, following said 

line due north to where said line crosses the North Fork of the 

Canadian River; thence up said North Fork of the Canadian River 

to a distance suff'ic ient to mke two hundred thousand acres by 

running due south to the Canadian River; thence down said Cana­

dian River to the place of beginning ." 

The Chickasaws and Seminoles have never received any patents 

for t~ir lands, but as has been seen the Chickasaw title is the 

same as t ba. t of the Choctaws , and as the Seminoles were re quired 

in the article granting thEm the reservation now occupied by 

them to pay to the United States 50 cents per acre for their lands , 

they would doubtless be held to .have in those lands the same title 

that is enjoyed by til! other Five Civilized Tribes in the lands 

occupied by tb!m. 

By the treaty ot 1866 with the Cherokees, (Ibid.799), and 

en agree:mant which was ratified by Congress March 3, 1893, (27 

Stats.644), the terri tory originally granted to the Cherokees 
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and conveyed by the patent, as above stated, has been dimished by 

cessions to the United States until the entire possessions of 

that nation in the Indian Territory at present are but a little 

over five millions of acres of land; and cessions have been made 

to the United States by the Creeks and Seminoles from the original 

territory granted to the Creeks in 1833, in the treaties or 1866, 

as above stated . 

In view of the fact that the United States has by the 

various treaties and other acts of conveyance parted with the 

legal title to the lands in the Indian Territory , the saiLe now 

vesting in the several Five Civilized Tribes , it will be necessary 

for you, should you reach any agreement wi1h any of the said 

tribes for the allotment of lands in severalty, to secure from 

the said tribes such a retrocession to the United States or their 

said legal title as will enable the United States to give such 

patents to t~ allottees as you :rmy agree shall be given for the 

lands allotted to them• If it shall be impracticable for you 

to obtain this cession for that purpose to the United States, it 

will be necessary for the agreement or agreements to contain 

such a provision as will operate to give the lawful consent of 

the United States for the several tribes to patent the lend to 

their citizens. This would be undeairable , however , and to be 

resorted to only in case no other arrangement can be made . I 

think, however, that should you reach an agreement for allotments 

the Indian nations will realize the annoyance, trouble, and 

difficulty it would entail upon them, as well as expense, to 

establish land offices for themselves and maintain a system of 

land entries, registries, etc., and would be perfectly willing 

50. 



-17-

that the United States should ta~ the legal title in trust to 

be transferred to the allottees by proper evidence or patent•. 

You Will observe that the third paragraph of the section 

under which you were appointed requires that you shall endeavor 

to procure first an allo"bnent of lands in severalty, etc . to 

the Indians and concludes with directions that after the terms 

of such an agreeimtnt shall have been arrived at they , the said 

commissioners, shall cause the land of any such nation or tribe 

.17 

or band to be surveyed am the proper allotment to be designated . tt 

Then it proceeds with the second requirement, as follows : "And 

secondly, to procure the cession for such price and upon such terms 

as shall be agreed upon, of any lands not found necessary to be 

divided or allotted, to the United States." 

It is not believed to have been the intention or Congress 

to require the ammmissioners to atop their negotiations a s soon 

as they have agreed upon a plan of allo'bnent with any Indian 

tribe in tO, Indian Terri tory for the purpose of haVing the land 

surveyed and the allotments designated, and then to proceed to 

negotiate for the purchase of the surplus or unallotted lands of 

the nation. This requirement of the Act is construed to mar 

that after the agreement With any nation, both as to the allotment 

and the purchase of the surplus if any by the United States shall 

have been reached between the commissioners and the Indian nations , 

the survey end allotments shall be proceeded with; that is, 

after the agreement is completed in all its stipulations so far 

as your canmission and the Indian tribe are concerned. 

In view of the large area of the lands within the several 

nations in the Indian Territory, Congress has provided no ade-

50. 
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quate appropriation for the survey or allo1m.ent ot the lands. It 

will be necessary, therefore, before you take any steps looking 

to surveying and allotting these lands, after reaching an agree­

ment with the several tribes, tor you to report your agreement 

to this Departue nt, With an estimate of the amount or money which 

will be required to make the surveys and have the allotments . 
designated, so that Congress may be asked to provide by proper 

appropriation the funds required. In the meantime, it is not 

thought that Congress intended that pending the delay necessary 

to consider the question and provide the money for the surveys, 

your canmission should be idle but that you should proceed with 

your negotiations with other of the tribes not treat ed With. 

When you come to negotiate for the allotment of lands in 

severalty to the Indians within the Choctaw am Chickasaw country 

your agreement must be reached with the two nations jointly, 

as each nation has an undivided interest in the country. No 

agreement w.i. th the Choctaws would! be vaJLid to give the Unite d 

States the legal title in any of the lmds occupied by the Choc­

taw and Chickasaw nations unless the same is also agreed to by 

the Chickasaws. Of course there may be items in your agreement 

respecting this territory that will involve rights that c~ only 

be o'f interest to the Chickasaws, but when it comes to a question 

of the allotment of the lmds or the cession of any surplus both 

nations must agree with you upon the terms of the same. 

With respect to the freedmen in the Choctaw Nation, you have 

already been advised in these instructions that under the terms 

o't the act of that Nation adopting them, which was passed under 

the provisions of an Act of Congress of May 17, 1882, (22 Stats., 

72), ~e said freedmen were g1 ven a right to receive only forty 
50. 
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acres of land, and they Will not be entitled to receive more un­

less in your agreement with the Choctaws and Chickasaws provision 

is made for increasing their per capita allotment. 

The Chickasaw freedmen have not been adopted by that nation 

and have no right whatever in any of the lands or property there­

of. It would not be improper, therefore, in your negotiations 

with the Chickasaws to endeavor to secure the consent of that 

nation to the insertion of s~e provision in the agreement by 

which they may receive ~ allotment of land. 

highly desirable. 

Indeed this is 

In 1873 the Chickasaw Council passed an act to adopt the 

negroes of the Chickasaw Nation but it was not concurred in by 

the Choctaws, and as at that time it was necessary for both 

nations to act in conjunction on the matter of the freedmen, the 

act failed to accomplish any gpod for the fr dmen in the Chick-

asaw Nation. Said act proposed to adopt them but to give t hem 

no benefits from the principal and interest of in vested funds, 

nor of any share in the common domain except forty acres of land 

provided for in the treaty of 1866, (14 Stats.769), nor any 

privileges or rights not guaranteed by said treaty. Said act 

was to have full force and effect only after its approval by the 

proper authorities of this government. It was transmitted to 

Congress by the Secretary of the Interior, February 10,1873, with 

recommendation that such legislation should be had by Congress 

as would extend the time in all respects for the execution of the 

provisions of the third article of the treaty of 1866 for the 

term. of two years from July, 1873, but no action was taken by 

Congress on the matter. Subsequently, in 1876 and again in 

50. 
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1879, the Chickasaw Council provided for the election ot oommis-

sioners to confer with commissioners from the Choctaw Nation to 

consider and agree upon same plan for the disposition ot the 

freedmen by their removal from the Nation, but nothing ever Calle 

of these commissions, and since the passage of the Act of May 

17, 1882, (supra), authorizing the nations to act independently 

on this subject, the Chickasaws have refused to adopt their 

freedmen but the Choctaws have adopted theirs, as has been stated. 

For your information on this subject, I enclose herewith 

a copy of House Executive Document No.207, 42d Congress, 2d Ses-

sion. 

In addition to your compensation at the rate of 5000 per 

annum each, during such time as you may be actually employed 

under the direction of the Pres:ident in the duties enjoined by 

law, as provided in the seoond paragraph of the sa:1d section 16, 

under which you were appointed, you· will be entitled to rec~ve 

your reasonable and proper e:xp enses incurred in the prosecution 

of the objects for which you were appointed, upon ~ccounts therefor 

to be rendered to and allowed by the Secretary of· the Interior 

from time to time. 

You are given power by the ~w to employ a secretary and 

stenographer and such interpreter or interpreters as you may find 

necessary to the perfonnanoe of your duty, and to fix their 

compensation, to be paid upon the approval of the Secretary of 

the Interior from time to time, and to pay their reaso nable expen­

ses upon accounts to be rendered to and allowed by the Secretary 

ot the Inilrior. 

You are also C!!lllpowered to C!!lllploy in like manner and with 

50. 
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like approval of the Secretary of the Interior, a surveyor or 

other assistant or agent which you must certify in writing to be 

necessary to the performance of any part of your duties. 

The Secretary of the Interior bas designated Hon. Henry L. 

Dawes as Chairman of the commission, and Hon. Archibald s . McKennon 

as disbursing officer , who is required to give a bond in the 

penal sum of $5000. Mr. McKennon will be specifically instructed 

With respect to the rendering of his accounts in another communi-

cation. 

Should anything arise in the progress of the work to which 

you have been assigned not covered by these instructions , you will 

report for specific instructions from the President , from ime 

to time ar at any time , report to the Secretary of the Interior 

your transactions and progress of your negotiations, and from 

time to time and at any time if separate agreements shall be 

made by you with any nat ion, tribe or band in pursuance of the 

authority conferred upon you by law, report the same to the Secre­

tary of tbe Interior for submission to Congress for its considera­

tion and action, as required in t~ fourth paragraph of said 

section ~6 of the Act ot 1893. 

I do not 'think that it is necessary for me to call your atten­

tion to the importance ot the llk>rk upon lllhich you are about to 

enter. , Success in your negotiations will zan the total aboli­

tion of the tribal autonomy ot the Five Ci'Yilized Tribes and the 

wiping out or quasi-independent gpver~nts within our territorial 

limits. It mans, also, ultimately, the organization of m-other 

Territory in the United States and the admission of another State 

or States into the Union, with equal rights w1 th those now compos-

ing it. 
50. 



22 

-22-

A great many things in connection With these negotiations 

must, of necessity, be left to your Wisdom and discretion. The 

President imposes great confidence in you and much good is expect­

ed to come out of your labors in the Territory. 

There is enclosed herewith, (besides the Executive Document 

relating to t~ Chickasaw freedmen mentioned on page 22), a memor­

andum prepared in 1ilis office some two years ago, am to which 

some additions have since been made, which it is thought may be 

of use to you on account of the citations and other data it con­

tains. It bears the heading "Status of the Five Civilized Tribes 

in Relation to the Establishment ot a Territorial For.m of Gover n­

ment over them, and their Right to Representation in Congress 

by a Delegate in the House of Representatives, so far as the 

same is Expressed in their Treaties." 

There is also enclosed a volume containing a r evision o:f' 

Indian treaties which is transmitted for your convenience i n 

referring to the treaties w.ith the Indian tribes to be nego t iated 

With by you. You Will please return t~ book to this Office when 

no longer required by you. 

Approved: 

Hoke Smith 

Secretary. 

Very re~ectfully, 

D.M.Browning 

Commi ss ione r. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INI'ERIOR, 

December 5, 1893. 
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.Approved: 

Grover Cle veland. 

Murchison, {C) 

EXECuriVE MANSION, 

Dec.6th,l893 • 
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Muscogee, Indian Territory , May 18, 1895. 

Mr . Simon Sterne , 

Delmonico Building, 56 Beaver St • 

.New York City . 

y dear Sir:-

A~ requested, I take pleasure in furnishing 

1. 

you with the names of the members of the Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes. 

24 

Honorabl e Henry L. Dawes, Chairman, of s achusetts. 

Genl • .Frank C. Armstrong, of .Vashington, D . c . 

Captain Archibald . McKennon, of Arkansas. 

Colonel Thomas B. Cabaniss; of Georgia . 

Judge Alexander B. Montgomery, of Kentucky. 

All en R. Boyd, Secretary, of the Indian Territory • . 

Letter-book copy L. S . 

Very t ruly yours, 

Al len .... Boyd 

Secretary. 

('Copied by .BEW, March 30 , 1934.) 
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Mu scogee , I ndian Territory, May 29 , 1895 . 
I 

~~ . T. J. Brown, 

Eli, Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir : -

The Commiss ion direct me to thank you for your note 

of May 17th . and to express their gratification at the sen-

timent s in reference to t heir work here , entertained by you . 

It would not be proper for the Commission to set 

o~ fo ot itself the petition that you suggest, but they are 

of tpe opinion that if you would yourself in y our own lan­

guage and just as you feel upon the subject , express yourself 

to your government , and then get all the names of your citi-

z ens who agree with you , and forward it to your chief or to 

your council, it would have an excellent effect and tend to 

unite our people in some active effort to bring about a j ust 

division of your property among all your peo le who ar e by t he 

t erms of your treaty entitled each one to enjoy an equal pa rt 

of it . 

The Commission , therefor e, a dvises you to put in 

s i mple words on paper , in your own language , your wish directed 
' 

to your -ch i ef and council , and to c ircula te as ext ensively 

as y ou can . 

They wil l be happy a t all times to explain to you 
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the matter and to answer any questions, or remove any aif­

ficulties that may arise in your mi d or the minds of your 

fellow-citizens . 

I t would be an excellent thing for you to discuss 

this among y ourselves , for it is for tou that this change 

is urged by the government of the United States . ~hat 

government bas no desire and no intention of aski ng or ob­

taining by an means , any part of your property . It is 

for your interests and your alone , that they are earnestly 

urging upon you a change in the present condition of affairs 

in which a few of your people enjoy a monopoly and profits 

by appropriation of the larger portion of all that belongs to 

the nation collectively. 

Truly yours, 

Letter-book copy L. S . 

Henry L. Dawes 

Chairman . 

(Copied by BBW, March 30, L934.) 



18. 

J~iuscogee, Indian Terri tory, June 11 , 1895. 

Mr. '1'. G. Brown, 

Eli, Indian Territory. 

My Dear Sir:-

Your letter ha been received and noted by tbe 

Commission with pleasure. 

We are sure that upon reflection you will appreciate 

that it would be better should you prepare the etition your­

selves, have it in your own language and expressing your own 

wishes. It would be of far greater force than should the 

Commission undertake to draw up a paper and circulate it 

among your people who t would naturally enough hesitate to 

sign it. 

We think your idea of a petition an excellent one 

and hope you will carry it out. 

I am, Very truly yours, 

Henry L. Dawes, 

Chairman. 

Letter-book copy L. s. 
(Copied by BEW, March 31, 1.934.) 
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l4:uako·gee, Indian Terri tory, Ma'! 29, 1895. 

Messrs T. C. Brown, 

G. 1L Simmons, 

S. C. Vf.hittaker, Committee, 

Marlow, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen:-

48 
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The Commission to the Five Tri 'bes are in receipt of 

your letter of May 11th, i nviting them to a cel ebra t ion 

of the 4th of July intended t o be held at your plac e . 

I am instructed by the Commission to return you 

their thanks for your very kind invitation, and t o express 

to you their sincere regrets that they c annot join with 

you in celebra ting the anniversary of our na tional independence. 

They congratul ate you upon the disposition man i fested by your 

citiz ens to bear in mind the importance and true si gni fi ca nc e 

of that day, and they have no doubt that the celebra tion so 

conducted by you a s it will be, in an orderly manner and in 

a way becoming its important relation to every citizen of the 

United States, wi l l be productive cbf much good to you. 1ere 

it consistent with our engagements and our duties for us to 

participate in it and share with you in its pleasures and its 

benefits, they would be accordingly glad to be present, but 

they think themselves constrained by their duties here to 
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respectfully decline. 

They trust you will understand that it is from no 

lack of appreciation of your invitat~on , or of the propriety 

of your engaging in this celebration which you cont emplate. 

I am, with highest respect, . 

Letter-book copy L. s. 

Very truly yours, 

Henry L . Dawes, 

Chairman. 

G76 

l~umbers of other letter s addressed to various parties in 

different parts of Indian Territory, courteously refusing in­

vitations to tribal celebrations, are recorded, apparently 

showing the policy of the Commissioners not to attend these 

gatherings.) 

(Copied by HE · , March 31, 1934.) 
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Muscogee, Indian Territory , June 6, 1895. 

To the Honorable, 

Sir:-

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs , 

Washington. 

I have the honor to request that t50 00 . be placed 

to my credit with the assistant trea surer of the United 

States at St . Louis, Mo., fo r the purpose of payi ng salaries 

and expenses of t he Commission to the Five Ci v i l i z ed Tribes , 

authorized by Act of Congress of March 3, 1893, amended arch 

2, 1895 . I have to repo rt on hand , at date , with the 

Assistant Treasurer at St . Louis , 1,437.90. 

Respectfully, 

A~hi bald • McKennon 

Comr. & Special Disbg . Agent. 

Letter-book copy L. s. 
(Copied by BEW, March 31, 1934.) 
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Muscogee, Indian Territory, June 11, 1895. 

Messrs. Davis & Lindsey, 

Nagoner, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen:-

Tbe Commission desire me to express to you their 

appreciation of the cordial invitation you extend to us to 

be present at Tanglewood Farm, near Wagoner, upon the 4th of 

July. 

It would give them great pleasure to accept, but 

much to thier regret they find that this is impossible. 

They extend to you tb~ very cordial wishes that 

your celebration wil l prove a success in every parti ular, 

and begN to assure you of their high consideration. 

I am, ~itb sincere regards, 

Very truly yours, 

Chairman. 

Letter-book copy typewritten letter unsigned. · 

(Copied by BEW, March 31, 1934.) 
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Muscogee, Indian Territory. June 11, 1895. 

My dear Mrs. Holdeman:-

I was very glad indeed to receive your letter of 

June 8th. setting forth the situation here so plainl y and 

clearly. I wish more of the Indians, men and women , would 

talk with us in the same spirit. The greatest difficulty 

the Conmission has to meet is· the fact that so few of the 
- . 

Indians ~re willing to discuss the matter at all or even to 

inquire why the Commission are here . They will not even ad-

mit that a dark cloud is over them , or listen to the Commission 

in any way. If many people wer e ready to talk over the matter 

in the spirit which you show, both sides would understand each 

other better. and something might be done , I am sure. l 

wish I might talk with you and hope you will give me the 

opportunity every time you can do so. It is so much easier 

to talk than to write . But I wi~l say what I can in a letter 

to try and meet some of your inquiries. 

First of all let me say you are right in thinking 
\ 

the Commission is not here to take away the Indians' land . 

T~at is farthest from their thoughts. On the contrary they 

wish to secure to the Indian the use and value of his own 

land. And you are also right in saying that his "enemies are 

on the inside as well as the outside". This is the point 

which so few are willing to concede, but which is nevertheles s 

that which makes the problem so difficult. 
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You ask i~ the United States Government ca nnot put 

out its own citizens and make them stay out . Suppose for a 

moment the Government could and would do this . That would not 

put out the enemies on the inside. The men Tiho are monopoliz­

ing the national domain so that Indians who have no farms 

cannot share with the rest. (I quote from your letter) , 

" ~/hi te men who have married Indian women who have rthouaands 

of acres of land under fence" , so that the full-bloods and 

more .ignorant, are "crowded into the mountains;" 

these and all the other "inside enemies" as you so well call 

them, the "galvanized or diluted Indians" would still remain , 

and the full - bloods would be as badly off as ever. It is 

because the United States Government has discovered how the 

real Indian is being crowded out of his rights that the 

President bas sent this commission here to consult with your 

own people as to bow the Indian can best be put in possession 

of his own under the new and complicated condition of a ffairs , 

but when they went to the President last year with the r e­

sults of their observations, these very monopoliets sent a gents 

to Washington who declared there was no such monopo ly and no 

such infringement of the Indians rights. And the people, 

full-bloods and half-breeds alike, continue to elect t hose 

very men to their offices, and to uphold them in every way, 

and to insist that no change is necessary or desira ble . 

How can the United State• Government protect the Indians of 

the Five Tribes f 1om their inside enemies when they do not 

want to be protected? As to his others or outside enemies · 

aa you call them, the white man . If the government should 
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put out every white man in the Territory tomorrow what would 

be the result? The railroads would go, the mines woula go, 

most of your shops would go your schools and your colleges 

would go, all the markets for your produce would disappear. 

Do you think the Indians themselves would allow that? But 

you say, let those remain who we are willing to have here. 

Very well . Let us see what wo uld happen t hen. All t he whit e 

men who are here, come under that head, for they are h ere 

upder your own laws and permits, except a few in the Chero ke e 

and Chickasaw nations, and a very few in t he ot er nations. 

It is by permission of the Indian, and under the Indian l aw, 

and to the great profit of the Indian, that the white man is 

here. Do you think the Indian nations would be willing to 

have him. turned out , or be satisfied that you should be "a 

people by yourselves?" 

You are now governed by your own kind" and "your 

own peoplen and you yourself have set forilh the resu l t. 1 

know that the Cherokees are very anxious to get rid of cer-

·tain intrudera . But the Cherokee Nation was not anxious to 

get rid of the cattlemen who leased the Strip. It is not 

anxious now to get rid of the white man who pays it money . 

It is only unprofitable white men they wish to ge t rid of . 

It does no t seem as if it is the the presence of t Je white 

man that troubles the I ndian . 

I do not myself think the United States could put 

out all the white men among you without bloodshed which you 
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would not desire any more than the rest of the country. The 

Indian nations have encouraged the white man to come here 

for twenty years, notwithstanding the protests of many of 

their people . I do not think it wou l d be possible now to 

suddenly dam up the ford. But I am sure that if it could be 

done the Indians themselve s would be the first to cry out 

against the result. 

Thus you are , as you say, in great darkness , with 

enemies inside and enemies outside, and the poor and ignorant 

people are crowded to the wall on every side . Just what the 

President has sent the Commission here for, is to talk over 

these difficulties an d see how the matter can be adjust ed , 

and put the poor full-blood back into possessi on of as many 

of his rights as possible. But nobldy is wi lli ng to think 

of it or talk it over with them at all. Isn't it po ssible 

for some of you who see the great difficulty and danger to 

persuade your leaders to consul t over the inevitable change , 

and shape it in such fashion as shall be to the best inter ests 

of the Indians themselves? 

I am sorry to have written such a long letter. 

I aope you will forgive me, and believe me most interested in 

the Indian. Please believe also that the Commission wish for 

nothing but the very best good of the Indian himself . 

Hoping I may some time see you, and again thanking 

35 
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you for giving me so much of your attention, I have the 

honor to be, dear Madam, 

Very sincerely yours, 

Letter-book copy typewritten letter unsigned. 

(Copied by BEW, March 31, 1934.) 
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~uscogee, Indian Territory, June 18, 1895. 

Captain A. s . McKennon , 

Clarksville, Arkansas. 

My dear Captain McKennon:-

I have checked the statement and find it t allies 

with our records, and return herewith blank filled out as 

directed. 

enator awes bas be en under the weather, and de ­

cided not to delay longer i n getting home, and so left for 

the East, with Miss Dawes, yesterday (Monday ) morn i ng. 

Judge ~ ontgomery and Colonel Cabaniss returned 

yesterday morning from their trip through t he Chickasaw 

Nation, and the General returned this morning . 

I inclose copies of letters received from Chief 

Harris and Chief Perryman . 

Very truly yours, 

Allen Richards Boyd, 

Secretary. 

(For Harris letter see 25 - A) 

Letter- book copy L . s . 

(Copied by BEW, March 31 , 1934 . ) 



02 
35. 

38 

oouth McAlester, Indian Terry. July 11,1895 

General Frank c. Armstrong, 

1759 P . Street, ashington. 

Dear General:-

Your letter was received on the day of my a r rival 

in South cAlester. It would have been more promptly acknowl­

edged but for the delay incident to moving, unpacking, and 

getting the paper of which you wished a copy. 1 enclose copy 

herewith as requested. 

The meeting at Hartshorne was a great success . The 

resolutions adopted and the speeches made were all strongl y 

in favor of treating with the Commission, The attendance was 

large and included some of the leading men of t h e nation. 1 

believe Captain McKennon bas written fully of who were there 

and the proceedings. I was present as a spectator. Allen , 

a full-bl.ood Choctaw, seemed to score quite a poi nt in re­

ferring to McAlester's and Grady's absorption of all the 

desirable land in this part of th·e country. He said among 

other things that no Choctaw Indians would spend a night 

in South McAlester without waking up in the morning strongly 

in favor of allotment that he might share in all these bene­

fits which were now being divided between McAlester, Kelly 

and Lester, three white men; he marvelled at the remarkable 

proficiency of the negroes who were Choctaw citizens and 

the white men who married Choctaw women in raising children, 
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and declared that if the present rate of producing white and 

black Cho ctaw" citizens cont inued, there would be so many of 

them in a f ew years, to t ake up land , that nothing would be 

left for the genuine Indian. Therefore , much as he regretted 

the necessity h wa s for allotment now while there was some-

thing to allot. I go into detail because his remarks repre-

sent the prevailing sentiment among those who were resent 

at the meeting . 

Captain McKennon spoke briefly and pleasantly, 

carefully avoiding any discussion. He made plain that the 

propositions submitted last year had been disposed of , and 

that there was nothing from the Commission now before t h e 

Indians ; that it was desired that proposi tions this time 

should come from them , and tha t the Commission simply stood 

ready to aid and advise . 

The convention seems to have made a strong impression . 

It is considered the beginning of the end , and it is believed 

that many who have here to fore only in private professed a 

desire for allotment will follow the leader a nd come aut 

publicly in urging such action. 

'lith cordial regards, 

Very truly yours , 

Allen R. Boyd. 

Letter-book copy L. S. 
(Copied by HEW, March 31, 1934) 



South c lester, I . T. July 18 , 1895 . 

r. • A. Poe , 

Tulsa , Indian Territory . 

· My dear Sir; _ 

Your ver y kind l etter is a t hand and I r eme ber 

you well and am very glad t o hear from you . 

Our Commi s sion has made no proposition to any tribe 

or nation regarding town- sites. uch has been said to us in 

connection with that subject in the publi c prints of the 

Territory , and it seems that everybody kno1s more ·about it than 

we do. e have no proposition of that character to submit . 

It is my desire t o avoid publicity in the ne spaper s 

and I wr ite this for your private infor mat ion and not for 

IU blication. 

I will be glad t o mee t you a g in , a~d think I will 
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visit Tulsa before a grea t whi le, when I will talk matters over . 

I am , incerely yours, 

• cKennon 

Copy of Letter Press copy signed in off ice of up t. of 

Five Civilized Tribes, uskogee, Oklahoma . Copi ed by 

RLW 5/2/34 



South cAlester , I . • July 18 , 1895 

Colonel J . H. lilkins , 

toka , Indian Territory. 

y deer friend: - , 

I returned from kansas this aft ernoon and find 

your letter of the 13th inst . re l at ive to the barbecue some 

distance in t he countr,w from your town . 

I do not think it proper that I should suggest 

any date for the barbecue. Let t he pe ople a r range that to 

suit themselves . When they assemble , if t hey desire me to 

be present , I shall be pleased to come and t o ive them any 

information they may wish so far as I may be able . The 

Commission is anxious t o help the people in every manner 

so far as they can , and I will be glad t o do them any kindness 

that is in my power . 

I cannot at present say how many of the Commission 

will be in the erritory at that time . 

I hope you and your family are well . 

Very truly yours friend , 

• • a Kennon 

Copy of Letter Press Copy signed , in office ~Sup t . of Five 

Divilized Tribes , Musko~e . Copied by RL 5/2/34 
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South 1cAl e s t e r , I. T. July 23, 1895 . 

General Frank C. Armstrong, 

1?59 P . Street, lash i ngt on. 

Dear Gene r al: 

Yours of the 18t h inst . addr essed t o me at Clarkesvil l e 

came today. 

I heartily concur in the plans adopted at the meet~g 

of yourself, Senator Dawes and Judge ~ ~ontgomery . I am sure 

that nothing can be done in the Terr i tory at }resent , except 

to a dvise wi t h a nd encourage suc h I ndians as may seek information . 

I went t o agoner and Vinita last Friday and Saturday, 

simply to see t he si tua t ion and talk wi th a few individuals \no 

had especially invited me. The petition circulated in the 

Cherokee Nation is being generally signed . I t only asks that 

the l and monopoly be abolished sa t hat the people can get homes . 

Th is will be p resented t o the Cherok ee Counci l by a strong 

delegation of r eal I ndians, and i f full relief is not granted 

they will present the matter t o, congr e s s in ec ember . They are 

very det ermi ned and I think t he Cherokee b osses will fee l the 

force of t h is movement. 

I vias r eg_uested to f ix a date for a meet ing of' Chao­

taws, after the election, some miles rut from At oka , at whi ch 

they desire to consider the matter of a llotment, a nd desire my 

presence. I decl1ned to fix any date, but s ta ted that if when 

they wer e assembl ed they desired to see me, I would be glad 

to be present and give them any information within my power. 

Many Choctaw citizens are boldly t alking allotment now who 
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heretofore would not express themBelves. I think this 

sentiment is gro ing and ill result in some f vorab1e action 

by the Choctaw government . 

No permanent arran, ~ements have been made for our 

s tay at this place. ~ e ill be free to go anywhere our ' ork 

may call us . 

I am in r eceipt of additiona l exceptions t o my 
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cash accounts from ovember 30, /blurred/ t o · arch 31, /blurred/ . 

The lette r of t ransmitta l is dated July 11th, d is signed 

by G. F . Gannerlin, Acting Auditor. 

fter prepar ing exceptions hich I submitted to you , 

I procured several i t emlzed accounts properl y sicned hich ere 

covered b y the exceptions and fo arded t hem to the uditor, 

but they seem not to have r eached him or else must have been 

wholly overlooked in makin t his list of except i ons. 

I sent i temized accounts ropc r ly i ned by J . F . 

Robinson ~ Co . sub- voucher 4 , and J. Ga rdiner erohandise Co ., 

sub-voucher 5, voucher 7, l st quarter 1895 . St ill these 

exceptions a re cont inued . 

Sub-voucher 19 and 23 , vou cher 10 , sar~e quarter , 

for newspapers distributed mong the Indians , and sub-voucher 13 , 

subscript ion to the CHOCT~. HEALD, sub-voucher 14 , subscription 

to the CHIEFT~~I Publishing Comp ny , and sub- voucher 15 , s ub-

subsorip tion t o t t e SOU'ffi C LES ,c; C.t I'r vou che r 8, /b lurred/ 

quarter / blurred/ . They r efer &e to s ection ?3 re ulat ions 

1894. If Secret ry bmith c n consoier.t iousl y do ~ o and s till 

· ive written authority to the Commission u t orizing it t o e 

such advertisements in t he ne · spapers of the Territory and 

subsorib& for such p~_ ers published therein as i t may deem 
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necess ry, datin the same about J nuary 8 , 1894 this 111 

authorize and cover these expenses, :hich were made in g ood 

f ith nd were , I think , effective. If he cannot do thi s 

I ~uppose I ill lose the /bl urred/ . If you ill see hirr I 
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ill be ob liged. I obta ined fro h m his approval of our 

travelling expenses to 'ashlngton and our expenses ~b ile there , 

covering r• Jaoo ay's tr ve lling expenses to ussellville, 

Ark nsas. This I for arded to AUditor Bl ckburn but no 

notice is t ken of it and exceptions of t hose matters are 

continued. My tr elli g exp nses to the Territory nd 

·ajor Kid/blurred/ t o his h ome are suspended f or 1ant of de­

part ent approval, but I ould think t he approval l ready 

obtained ·;ould cover this . Our r oom rent a ou th cAlester 

from November 13, 1894 to J anu ry 1 , '96 is still suspended 

because , they say, t he department ill have to det ermine hether 

our headquarters were in fact at ashington ar o. cAl ester 

before t his matter can be in ell lgent ly treat ed. 

Sub-voucher 29, voucher 1 2 , l. nd. quarte r 1895 ; tor 

this I sent an i temized account properly signed by l. P. Duran t 

or hich no notice is t ken , and exception continued . 

These matters dis couraee me much , a nd if you 111 be 

kind enough to ive t ~ is your r onal attent ion and get 

matte s straight ned as far as pos ~ ible, and h ve tham notify 

me specif ically as t o matte s rem ining suspended, I ill be 

greatly oblifed. If , ho ever, it is inconveni ent for you to 

do so or to see Secretary Smith , I hope you 111 not l et this 

1orry you in the least. 

I am, General , Very truly yours . 



South McAlester , I . T., July 24 , 1895 . 

Honorable Henry L. Dawes, 

Pittsfield , assachusetts. 

y dear Senator: -

I have not writ t en you re gularly be caus e I have been 

running around an d have h ad l i t t le t o wr ite which woul d int erest 

you, since the meeting at Har t shorne of whi ch I gave you an 

account. 

The Cher ok ee citizens are cir cu l a ting a petition t o 

their Council to abolish t he land monopoly and restore the i r 

domain to the citizens for home stea ds . It s ets out very cl early 

the condition of the common pe ople much a s e ha ve her e tofore 

s t ated it and which wa s so roundl y denied by the bos s es . The 

petition will be pr e s ented to t heir na ti onal counci l by a 

strong committee of real Indian s , and in ca se they do not get 

the full relief they a sk for they will want t his commi t tee to 

go to ashington and p r es ent th i s pe ti t ion t o Congre ss . This 

will place their bosses in a perplexing a t t i t ude and will gi ve 

them much trouble. I do not know how the matter will result . 

The petition is being signed by t he people generally and it i s 

thought that a large ma jority will a f f ix t heir names to i t . 

I was among them las t Friday and Sa turday a nd h ad a pleasant 

time conferring with some of their leading Indian cit izens 

who seemed very much determined and dee ply in earnest . Th is 

move , I am sure , ~ ill result in good to OQr work . 
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I ~as requested to fix a date for a n allotment 

meeting of Choctaw Indians some time after the election , 

seve ral miles out from toka , which I declined to do , suggest­

ing that they fix the tDne and hold the meeting a ccording to 

their own wishes , and if desired I would be present and give 

them all the information within my power . 

Since the meeting at Hartshorne Choctaw citizens 

are boldly advocating allotment ¥ho had not dared to do so 

before . I think the ay is opening for some good work by 

our Commission this Fall . 

Colonel abaniss rites me that he will come ou t 

the first week in ugust . his is not really necessary , 

but he can be obtalning information vhich wi 11 serve him 'l ell 

in the future . 

ith kindest re gards , to yourself and family , I~. 

Very truly yours. 

rc hibald s . oKennon 

Copy of Le tter Press Copy in office o~ Supt . of Five 

Civilized Trihes , Muskogee , Oklahoma . Copied b RL 5/2/34 
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South c ester, I. T. July 25 , 1895. 

Honorable Thomas B. Cabaniss , 

Forsyth, Georgia. 

My dear Colonel: 

Your vory kind letter of July l?th , came a f e days 

ago. Am ,lad to hear from you a nd to kno~ t hat you ill be 

with us again soon . • Boyd and I are both pl eased t h at we 

will have you ith us ithin a couple of eeks. e can 

accomplish nothin ve r y definite for a month or so, a nd really 

your presence is not absolute ly required. You ill, of course, 

be obta ining some information, t hough, d e ill be del i ghted 

to have you ith us . 

I spent l ast ~ riday and Saturday in goner and 

Vinita . The petition circulated in t he Cherokee Nation is being 

signed very generally by the people . It d m ds that l and 

monopolies be abolished a nd the lands r estored to the people 

for homes . Intelligent Indians t here t ell me that t o-thir s 

of the Indian popul at ion are ithout ho es. The petit i on 

will be presented to the Council by a strong de~gat ion of real 

Indiens and if relief be denied they ill go to ashington and 

present their pe tition to Congress.. They are ver y de·termined 

and this will grea tly disturb the Cherokee bosses . 

I was r equested to fix a da te for a me ting of 

Choctaw Indians , after the e leotion,.several mil es out from 

Atoka . I declined to do this but sta ted that if they a ssembled 

and !shed me to be · pr esent I ould be glad to a tt nd nd to 

give them all the information !thin my po er. They are seeking 

information now as to t he r 1 object of /blank/ visit to ttds 

? 
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Territory; and s ince the meeting at art shorne, Indians 

are openly advocating allotment who did n ot dare to do so 

before. /blurred I think the sentiment is grov1ng very 

rapidly and will result in some effective measures at an 

early date. 

Vith very kindest regards from 

myself, I am, 

Very truly yo r s , 

. s . cKennon 

• Boyd and 

• oyd sugges ts t ha t were you in the Territory no you 

would not refer to this as a dry country nd compl a in of the 

want of rain . e have been here eigh t een days and ten of 

these it has rai ned hard . 

Copy or Letter Press Copy signed , in office ofSupt . of Five 

Civilized Tribes , u:akogee. Copied by RL 5/2/34 
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South c lester , I . . , ctober 15 , JB 5 • 

Honorable Henry L. Dawe s , Chairman, 

Commission t o t he Five Civilized Tribes , 

ittsfield , asschusetts . 

My dear Sir: -

I have your wire of even date , and send you by 

the American Express the quart erly accounts for the first I 

quart er of the year 1896 . 

Please receipt the s a l ry voucher in your favor 

and a pprove those vou~hers on back that are marked with 

blue pencil . I shall "Be oblige.d if you will then forward 

all to the Commissioner of Indian Affa irs with the accompanying 

letter which s~ould be dated not later than the 19th., 

if possible . 

The Commission are now installed at Fort mi th . 

Genl . rmstrong a~d Jud ge ontgomery are stopping at Hot e l 

ain , and Colonel Cabaniss and myself at theCentral . I 

have made arran ements f~ you at the Central . 

Very truly yours , 

rohibald S . cKennon 
Comr . & Spec i al Disbursing Agen t . 

Copy of Letter Press Copy in offi~e o~ Supt . or Five 
, Civilized Tribes , Muskogee . Copied by RL 5/2/34 



Fort Smith , rkansas ~ October 31, 1895. 

To the Honorable , 

The Clerk of the United States Court , 

aris , Texas . 

Dear Sir:-

The Commission to the Five Tribes have requested me 

to ask of you for their use a s tatement of how many per sons 

have been convic,ted and sent enced to death for crimes committed 

in the Indian Terri tory since the establishment of your ccurt , 

how many each year , and how many , if any , are now under 

sent ence of death , a nd how many are under indictment for 

capita l offen ses. 

If you can furnish tbe Commission wi th this 

informa tion a t any earl y time you will greatly obli ge them . 

r uly yours , 

Henry L. Dawes , 

Chairman. 

Copy of Letter Press Copy , s i gned, in orf ice af Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes , uskogee. Copied by RL 5/~34 

Same letter to Clerk of United tat es Court a t Fo rt Smi th. 
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Fort Smith , rkansas. October 31, 1895 . 

Honorabl e D. • isdom, 

Dear Sir: -

United States Indian gent , 

Muscogee , India n Territory . 

The Five Tribes Commission are desirous of obtaining 

information upon cer t a in matters connec ted with the financial 

condition of t he Five Tribes , and request me to ask you if you 

would ob ta in for them and forward to us here as early as you 

c~ , information upon the fo~lowing point s . 

First . ~mat is the present indebtednes s of each of these nations? 

mat are their bonds selling at in the market ? 

What sources of revenue do they e ch have outside of the money 

which has been paid to them by the United States in purchase 

of l and and in settlement of other claims? 

Can you tell us ~hat amount has been appropriated for each of 

these nati ons by the United States in payment for land a nd claims 

during the l ast ten years , and how has it been distributed in 

each case? 

I do n ot know what you will be a ble t o g ive us 

informa tion upon all of these po i nts . I ~ ill be very glad if 

you can give it for the use of the Commi s sion upon as many ~ them 

as you can and upon a ll if pos sible . 

I am, Very truly yours , 

Henry L. awes 

Cha irman . 
Copy of Lett er Press Copy , signed , in off ice 
ot Supt . of Five Civilized Tribes , us kogee . Copied by 
RL 5/2/ 34 
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Fort Smi t h , Arkans s , October 31, 1895 . 

To t he Honor able 

Sir:-

The Commissioner of Indian ffairs , 

ashington. 

The Five Tribes Commission find it nec.es sary t o 

make inquirie s of· you in reference to certain :points touching 

the cond i t i on of t hese nations . 

Can you obta in for their use from the Department , 

informa tion upon t he fol l owing :points1 

How much ha s been a:pp~o:priated by Congress for :payment to 

ea ch of t hese nations during the last ten years , and what has 

it been for i n eac h nation , and how has the money thus appro­

priat ed been distr i but ed ; that is :per capi ta or otherwise . 

If you have any knowledge or can obtai~ any of the 

:present i ndebtedness of each of these tribes , you would confer 

a f avor by communicating that· also. 

An early an swer wi l l be of great service to the 

Commis s ion in the preparation of its report . 

I am , Very trul y yours , 

Henry L. Dawes 

Chairman. 

Copy of Letter Pr ess Copy , .. s i gn ed, in orf ice of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tri bes , uskogee , Okl ahoma . Copied by RLW 5/2/34 
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For t Smith , Arkansas , ovember 2 , 1895 . 

To the ~ditor of the GLOBE-D~ OCR T, 

St . Louis , issouri . 

Dear Sir: 

In your aper of yesterday morning you s ta te tha t 

there have been 257 murders in t he Indian Territory s ince 

the adjournment or congress . 

This Co~missi on have been pai nfully impr es sed 

with the increase of crDne in the Ter ritory and a re desirous 

of obtaining all the authentic information in their power 

upon that subject t o lay before the ~xecutive at a shingtcn . 

They are startled , however , by your statement and are 

desirous , before using it , to as certa in ho authentic your 

information may be upon that subject and i~ ~h at manner 

it was obtained . 

If you will do the Commi s sion the favor to communicate 

this fact to them and also any other information in your 

possession bearing up on the s ame line of facts you will confer 

a great favor . n earl y repl y ill oblige , 

Yours truly , 

Henr y L. Dawes , 

Chairman. 

Copy of Letter Press Copy , sign~d , in of"fi ce or Sup t . of Five 
Civilized Tribes , Muskogee . Copied by RLv 5/2/34 
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Fort Smi th , Arkansas , November 2 , 1895-

0 . M. Marrs Esq . 

Vinita , Indian Territory . 

My dear Sir :-

Yours of the first instant just received . It 1ould 

ce r tainly be very desi rable to have the informati on which 

might be given by pr ivate citizens as ment ioned by you , but 

I do not see how e could a rrange to have the government pay • 

their expenses t o · ashington . I t a lked t o octor Trott ab cu t 

this and thou~ht it m~ght r ssibly be done but from a confer-

nee with older members of the Commi s sion who have experience 

and knowledge of su ch matters , it seems that such a mat ter 

is impracticable . 

I rill be very grea tly obliged if you will get a 

statement of the large land holdings in the herokee Nat i on , 

giving names and number of a cres in each case , and send to e . 

Our departure from the Territory signifies nothing 

so far as the work of the vommis sion is concerned. e are 

just as convenient to our work here and see a gr eat many more 

Indians and have be tt er opportunit i es of informing ours elve s 

as to conditions in the Indian erritory than we had 1her e e 

were located in the err itory . 

Very truiliy yours , 

• S . cKennon . 

Copy or Letter Press Copy , signed , in office o~ Supt . of Five 
C vilized Tribes , Muskogee , Okla . Copied by RL 5/ 2/34 



Fort Smith , rkansas , November 4 , J8 95 

Honorable Hoke Smith , 

Sir:-

Se cretary of the Interior, 

ashington, D. C. 
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The ommission has bee n fo some lit t le t ·e in :pr~ 

paration of its report of the result of its l abors up to this 

time, which has cons tituted until with in a fe~ days , of a ccn­

stant and persistent denial on the part of the nat ions of any 

dispos ition to treat with the Commission on any conditions 

wha tever. They ha ve been preparing to p resent to you the evi ­

dence of this denia l and their conclusions as to h t a c tion it 

was incumb ent upon ongress to take under the pre sent condit ion 

of affairs , but wi thin a day or t ro certain occurren ces have 

taken place which put somewha t a ne aspect upon affairs , and 

they are so signifi cant that the Comrni s s i on think it best before 

proceeding i th their report, to l ay these new c onditions before 

you, and seek instructions in reference to them. 

ecently the Choctaw Na tion which has hitherto refused 

to entertain any propositions fr om the Commis s ion , dopte d 

r esolutions , of wh ich we enclose you a cop,v , inviting the 

Commission to present to them propositions , and instructing 

their committee to report the same to their Council for further 

consideration . The Commission had a conference with this 

Committee, and submitted to them in ~riting propositions a copy 

of which is enclosed ; and at the same time submitted a copy 
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of these propositions to the Chief of the Cherokees wi th 

a request that he l ey them before the Council of that nation . 

-1e are in receip t this morning , also , of a l etter from the Chi~f 

of the Chickasaws , i nforming us of the appointment by tha t nation 

of a commission t o join such a commissfon as may be appointed by 

the Choctaws , to confer with this Commission . 

The C.h ief of the Cherokee Nation repli es that he is 

going out of office , but that he will submit our proposition 

t o his suc cessor with the re ~uest that he lay it before the 

Council which meets in a day or two . 

I also take the liberty of enclosing a slip from the 

ST . LOUIS RE UBLIC whi ch indicates some a ction about to be taken. 

by the Cherokee ation in the premises . 

The embarr assment that the Commis sion l ab or under ~ 

this new phase of the case , is whether it is pol icy for them to 

proceed with their repor t as i f these occurrences had not taken 

place , presenting a s it would necessarily, a pe sistent refusal 

of these nations to treat with the ~ommission at a ll , and 

r ecommending , as it must , measures for the consideration of 

Congress , or wait until s omething further may be developed in 

reference to these new i nd icat i ons of some change coming on 

among t he Choc taws and Chickasaws and possibly t he Cherokees 

also . It seems to the Commis s ion that it would be unfortunate 

to conclude such a r eport whi le any reasonable expectation of 

a more f a vorable result might be an ticipated . Howe ver slight 

may be the grounds for any hope of favorable action being t aken , 

based upon these indi~ations , sti11 Congress and the public 
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would say that the Commis s ion had clos ed the door of nego t iaticn 

too soon , and had re commended stringent a c t ion on the par t 

o~ Congress a t the very time that there were indications 

that it pos s i bly mi ght not be n ecessary . On the other hand , 

they are awa r e that the Honorable Se cretary will need their 

report t the earl i est date , and that it might be ne cessary 

for hi s use tha t we report to him before anything could possibly 

come from any of thes e mani festations of a disposition to treat 

with us . ~hat the Commission desires from the Honor able 

Secretary is n indication whether it would be his desir e that 

we close up a t once with what has been done , without r egard 

to these r ecent oc currences , or lhether we postpone further 

the fina l conclusion of our repor t until something definite 

ot some character may result from what i s held out by these 

proceedings . 

The Commiss i on would desir as early as is co nvenient , 

some inti a tion fr om t he e cretary upon this po i n t . 

espeatfully , 

Henr y L. Dawes , 

Chairman . 

Copy of Letter Pres s Copy , s i gned , in office at Supt . of 
Fi ve Civilized Tribes , Mus kogee, Okl a . Copied b,y RL 5/ 2/34 
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Fort Smith , rkansas , November 6 , 1895. 

Honorable P . S . osely, 

Dear Sir: -

Principal Chief of the Chickasaw Nation , 

Tishomingo , Ind ian Territory. 

The Commission to the Five Tribes be g leave to 

acknowledge the receipt of yours of the lst . instant informing 

them that the Chickasaw Nation had elected four commissioners 

to confer with the like commissi oners fr om the hoctaws , a nd 

also with our Commission . 

They are much gra t ified at this a ction on the part 

of your government and anxiously await an opportunit y of a 

conference with the joint commission thus appointed . They have 

not been informed ~hat a ction the Chocta~s have taken upon 

proposals sent to them at their re~uest to be laid before treir 

Council. 

I enclose a certified copy of those propositions for 

your o n use and for that of your commission wh ich has been 

appointed by your nation. It is very desirable that early 

and speedy action be taken upon this subject by both of the 

nations, because the Congress of the United States will meet 

on the first onday in December and will look to the Commission 

tor a report of hat has been done by it and what prospect 

there is of any a ction in the premises . The Commission wculd 
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regret to be compelled to report to Congress that nothing 

has been done in reference to the matters con t a ined in these 

proposals. I therefore beg to suggest that you communicate 

with the Choc taw authorities upon the importan ce of speedy 

action. 

You will consider the enclosed proposi t ions a s 

made to your n~tion as ell as to the Cho ctaw Nation, and 

will do the Commission the f a vor to communicate t his to 

your commission. 

The Commi s sion al so desires a certified copy of' 

the resolution of your Council appoint ing this commission . 

You will oblige them by furnishing them such co py , and the 

date of its passage . 

The Commission desire to be informe d a t the earliest 

poss ible date of the a ction of the joint co mmi ssion of your 

t wo nations in the premises . 

I am, Truly yours , 

Henry L. awes 

Chairman. 

Copy of Letter Press Copy, s i ned, in office of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes , MuSko gee. Copied by RL 5/2/34 
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Fort ~mith , Ar kans as , November 21 ,1895 . 

General Frank C. rmstr ong , 
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r ember of the Commiss ion t o t he Five Civilized ribes, 

Fort mith , Arkansas . 

Sir~-

By direction of this Commission you will proc eed 

to lashingt on , D. c . for the pur pos e of conferring with 

the Honorable Secr etary of the I nterior , and submi tting 

to him in person the r eport of this Commis s ion , of da t e , 

November 18th, 1896. 

especttully , 

Henry L. awes , 

Chairman. 

Copy of Letter Press Copy , signed, in office ar Sup t . of 
Five Civilized TribJes , iusko gee . Copiedby L 5/ 2/ 34 



D E P A R T M .E N T OF THE I N T E R I OR. 
COMMISSION TO THE F I VE CI VILIZED TRIBES , 

Washington , Februar y 18 , 1898. 

Honorable T. B. Needl es , 

Musk ogee , Indian Terr i t ory . 

Dear Mr . Needles : 

I am in re cei pt of your f avor of the 15 t h , instant , and 

note what you sa y concern ing the card question . 

6 

It i s ver y important , as you say , to ha ve the cards 

pri nted in such manner as to allo the recording thereon of every 

particle of i nf ormation which wi l l enable t he Commission f i nally 

to prepare correct r olls of citizenship of the various tribes . 

We h ave had thi s matter under considera t i on f or some da ys , and 

with a view to deter mi ning exactly what k i nd of card would best 

suit our purpose , wired Ayle sworth a few days ago f or a sample 

of the Creek car d t o be used as a basi s i n the prepar a tion of 

new ones . 

For your i nf ormation, I enclo e sample of card which it is 

thought will enab le us to t ake al l the data needed . fe will be 

glad to hear from you pr omp t l y , wi th suggestions as t o any pro ­

. posed changes you t hi nk nece s sa r y . 

In taking t he census of the f ive tr i bes, it wi ll be nec­

essary to make eight disti nc t r olls , as fo l lows : Cherokee , Chero­

kee Freedman , Seminoles , Choctaw , Choctaw Freedmen, Chiclcasaw· Freed­

man , Chickasaw ,' and Creek Freedmen . I n order t o gu ard ag ainst 

the mixing of cards , it has been thought wise to us e a different 

col ored card for each roll . This will require eight dis ti nct 

colors in addition to the manilla card now used f or the Creeks 

and the white card for doubttuls . 

sample of the eardboard . 
341 

The card we send you is a 
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In addition to having the cards selected and printed by 

the sovernment printing-off ice, it has been our intention to have 

the card boxes made here, and ship t e cards direct to the ter­

ritory in such boxes. e will also ge t the necessary irraexes 

here, which will have to be made to order . 

From personal experience in the printing business , I do 

not t hink it is possible to have such a job as the one in ques ­

tion properly axecut.ed without someone being on the ground to 

superintend the work. The whole business can be done here by 

the government much cheaper than in the Territory , and this fact 

should be taken into account considering the amount of work we 

are required to do under an appropriation which is not any too 

large. 

The sample sent you ¥ ill be about one - quarter of an inch 

smaller after trimming. The spaces fo r "father" and "mother" 

can be made a little larger by making nremarks" smaller . 

If you think well of the foregoi ng suggestions , please 

examine carefully t .1 e proposed card, and let us know of any 

changes you may think necessary . 

The Indian ppropriation Act is still in the hands of 

the Committee on Indian Aff airs in the House, but I understand 

it will be reported back to the House in a few days, _ concurring 

in certain senate amendments, and non-concurring in others, and 

asking that conferees be appointed to arrange the differences. 

341 
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The Curtis Bill is still in the House Indian Committee , 

and we ha ve no information when it will be reported to the 

House. 

Captain McKennon will not leave · ashington for the present. 

Yours very truly , 

Tams Bi xby 

Enc.--1. 

(Endorsed) # 341, Commission t o Five Tribes , uskogee, Oklahoma 
Received Feb . 28, 1898. Bixby, Tams ashington , 2/18798/ Rel . to 

Census card. 



COMMISSIONERS: 
HENRY L.DAWES. 
TAMS BIXBY. 

DEPARIMENT OF TEE INTERIOR, 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes . 

ARCH !BALD S. McKENNON. 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES. 

ALLIOON L. AYIESY.ORTH, Secretary. 

Dr. F. B. Fite, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Dear Sir:-

MUskogee , Indian Territory 
October 15, 1898 . 

Referring to the matter of an office for this Commission 

about which SOIOO conversation has already been he.d w1 th you , I 

Will state that t~ Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes will 

pay you a rental of Sixty Dollars ( 60) per m·onth far the two 

story frane building, situate on the 9pen lot west of t~ place 

now occupied by Mr. J. E. Turner, ani fariiBrly t~ property 

at Henry Kendall College, upon t~ following c andi tiona: 

PUS SESSION. 

The Commission to !eve the sole and exclusive use of said 

buildil18, W1 th the groums surrounding same, including outbuildings 

in t~ rear. Possession to be given November 1st, 1898. No 

other buildings to be erected on the grounds adjoining on the 

Soutb, formerly occupied by the Presbyterian Church, without 

the consent o~ the Commission. 

28. 
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V.AULT • 

You to detach ani remove the small building now attached to 

and connected with the main building in the rear, and there erect 

a fire-proot vault, accessible by a door leadi 1\g from the main 

room of said building. T~ vault to be ten by fourteen by 

twelve teet, ins ide measure100n t, supplied with such shelving as 

the Commission may require, and with a su bstantiaJ. fire-proof 

door, with combination lock. 

One window to be placed in the rear of said building on the 

west side of t~ vault hereinbefore referred to, and om addition­

al window to be placed in the south wa.}.l. of said large room. All 

windows in the sa:ld building to be put in proper comition, so 

they w:l.ll close tightly and open and shut freely. The screens 

now on said windows to be removed, and in too spring, when re­

quired,. to be replaced by wire screens with frames. 

ELECTRIC WIRIID • 

You to run electric wires into all rooms and supply such 

incandescent lamps as the Commission may require. 

WALlS. 

The large room to be repa.pered throughout and wood-work to 

be painted anew. Plastering, where damaged, to be repaired, 

and papering repaired where detective. 

CHANGES IN DOORS • 

A. door-way, supplied with ordinary swing door, to be cut 

28. 
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between 'the large room on t~ southeast corner of said building• 

end the small room immediately adjoining on t~ north, end all 

doors and locks to be put in good repair., and such otmr reason­

able repairs as may be desired. 

Accepted. 

F.B.Fite 

By Order of the_ Commission, 

Tams Bixby, -

Acting Chairman. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.2B.Relative----to renting the build­
ing of Dr.F. B. Fite, tor office purposes.----



DEPARTJ...IENT OF THE INTERI OR , 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Pi ttsfield, Mas s . 1 0ct. 2 ? , 1898 

Sir:-

In r eply to your letter of the 22nd , whi le Acting Secretary , 

calling for information concer ning the administration of the Act of 

June 28, 1898 (the Curtis Bill), and for any suggestions as t o amend­

ments of the same promotive of the best interests of t he Indians and 

of the United States , I respectfully submit the fol lowing observation s9 

The act has been in force for so short a time , and its thre e 

maine provisions - forcible entry and detainer , allotment , a nd town 

sites--having, as yet , been put in operation very slightly if at aJLl , 

no opportunity has been given to form an opinion of much value as to 

its administration. I can say, however , after a pretty careful 

observanc e among the several Tribes of its enactment that its exist-

enoe as a law of the United States i s having a very salutary effect . 

The best and most progressive element among the citizen Indians look 

upon it as the permanent future policy of the government , and is 

making up its mind to ad just its own relat i ons to the requirements of 

this law. It is very desirable t o strengthen this belief . 

There is , neverthe less , a great opposition to i t among the 

non-progressive element which is opposed t o any change no matter 

what . They base their opposition largely upon wha t t hey claim to be 

its imperfections, and through retained lawyers are proclaiming t ha 

it is so defective that Congress will be compelled to repeal it at its 

next session . For that purpose they ar e organizing a plan for send-

ing a delegation to ashington , such as was there last winter , to effe ct 

its entire repeal. Now any amendments proposed by the Department to 

these three features or the act materially changing them would be dis­

heartening to those who stand by it in the Territory , and who are now 
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looking upon it as the permanent policy of the government. At the 

same time this fact would be seized upon by opposition as a confession 

by the government of its worthlessness and impossibility of enforce­

ment. This would greatly strengthen them in their attempt to 

effect its repeal next winter . 

These considerations lead me to the conclusion that , while 

there are admitted defects in these three features of the a c t , I 

should deprecate any material amendments coming from the Department 

to either of these three fe a tures of the act . These defects 

are not serious and are working no present harm . 

As to other parts of the act , those requiring administra­

tion by the Interior Department , such as the collection and disburse­

ment of their revunus and the like , it may be otherwise. I have ob­

served tha t the Department has found some embarrasment in carrying 

out these :provisions which will require some amendments . It will .not 
. 

be necessary fo r me to point out the amendments needed in this parti -

e lar, for the Department knows what is needed better than any one 

else. I think that these would be all that it would be wise for the 

Department to initiate for the present . I f they could be safely en­

trusted, under the rules, to a pla ce in the I ndian Appropriation Bill 

all the better, for then any attempt to overthrow the a ct must be by 

an independent Bill for which its pr omoters alone would be responsible . 

Truly yours (signed) Henry L. Dawes 
Chairman 

The honorable Thos . R. Ryan, 
Assistant Searet ary of the Interior, 

Washington D C 

(Copy of oopy attached to Commission to Five Tribes file No. 1303 
in office ot Supt . Five Tribes, Muskogee , Oklahoma . 
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Depar1lnen t of the Interior 

UNIT~D T TES GEOLOGICAL SUR Y 

Se ction of Indi an Terri. tory Surveys 

Denison , Tex., 

De c . 23 , 1898 

Hon . Tams Bixby , 

Ac ting Cba irman of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Mus c qs e e , I • T • 

Dear Sir :-

Your tele gram of this date receive d . 

I have just .rrit ten Mr .. Dan a , co nveying the i nforrnat ion con -

t ained in your tele gram co ncerning him. I have also written to 

tbe DBn vtlose naiffi s are oont a i ned in tie list g i ven below, re­

questing t hem to inf orm you immediately whether they wi 11 accept 

a position wl. th t te Comrnis sion far t te ~ o r k ind i c ate d. Upon 

receipt of tl':ei r replies you i 11 be enabled to make your sele,ctions 

and to notif y them when to rep ort . 

• • S tumph 

Mar k irkpa trick 

T •• Cothran 

R. H. Pratt 

• o. Beall 

·l. J . Cook 

M. P . Lyon 

R. A. Parker 
1791. 

DR FrS • 
Den i son , Tex • 

Fredonia , an . 

Gr een v1ood; S . C. 

Care Y. M. C. ., s t . ­
Charles St . , New Orleans La . 

326 I ndiana S t ., Chicago I ±l 

Denison, Tex. 

Denison , Tex. 

Denison, Tex . 

Calvert , Tex. 
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In addi t i on to these , t.be following names are suggested , 

gelieving tba t they wi 11 be competent to make the diagrams 

necessary, a nd · hile they are not expe.rie need draf tsmen , may 

prove e ffi cie nt in otrer c ap acities . 

J . s .Giboon 

Rees Evans 

F. T. Marr 

Denison , Tex . 

Comord Depot , Va. 

1318 Cor cor an S t ., 
~ lashing ton , D. C .. 

I shal l send you tha blank pl ats as soon as poss i ble , prob -

ably today • If you hive in your possessi on t he co pies of the 

tovmsh ip plats f ro m ~ich tha se diagrams are to be made , al l t hat 

wil l be n eeded i ll be a fevl draf ting implements and i nk , wh ich 

I suggest you aut horize rr . Dana to purchase and ship to you f rom 

s t. Lou i s , suf f ie ie nt f or t m needs of the nu er of men you 

\Vi l l re quire . T.he imp lemen ts I ba ve are well wo rn and muld. hard-

ly pay to send you • T.he cost , however , i ll be small , i nasmuc h 

as li ttle rill b e neede d f or 'the class of work you are to do . 

If I can serve you in any ot rer way in co n m ction Wi th this 

matter, please co mmunicate wi th me . 

Yours respectfully , 

C. H. itch . 

(~ndorsed) Union Agency No.l791 Re cd . De c. 24 , 1898 c. H. Fitch , 
Denison , Te x o De c. 23,1898---- e l ativ e to dra f tsmen f or the 
Commission.----



olfe City , Texas 

ec . 31 , 1898. 

Hon. Tams Bi xby , 

Chairman Dawes Commission. 

•us co gee 

My dear :Sir: 

I here ith beg to place in your hands my applica tion 

for a position v ith your Commission on a llotment or to wnsite 

wor1 . 

I fully intended calling upon you at uscogee a week 

before leaving So uth ·cAlister for t his place, bu t vas called 

away by telegram.Upon my ay here I called on Mr . c. H. Fitch a t 

Dennison who stated that he had entio ed my name to you in con­

nection with f uture work . I had charge of a party under ~ r . 

Fitch during the u.s. Governrnen t s urveys and upon oo mpletion 

of the field work l ast June I was de t ailed upon Forest Res erv­

ation Surveys in ontana and Ar i zona, the notes and plats in con­

nection with this work I completed on the 3d of t h is mon th and 

am awaiting any further work the Department ay have . I am en­

closing a letter fr om Governor BwDwn of the Seminole Na tion and 

as I am well acquainted with the Brown Brothers and also anum-

ber of the Seminole people as had charge of tha t portion of 

the Choctaw ailroad which runs through the eminoJe Nat ion and 

was located there some time I would therefore possibly be in 

a better position to agreeably fix their lines and any di sagree ­

ment that might arise among allottees than a stranser. This no 

doubt would be of some assist an ce to you. 
1859 
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During one of the furloughs while awaiting passing of 

appropriation bills I laid. off the Townsite of dewoka . The 

surveys and plats were made in strict conf ormity to such rul­

ings of the Interi or Department as at that time governed the 

laying off of to wnsites and as I have surveyed and platted a 

number of townsites in Oklahoma whi ch required filing with the 

Interior Department and which have all passed and were a pproved . 

I am confident that the plat of ~e woka will p ass . should the 

Department decide to make the survey of Townsites through 

the Territory, it will no doubt be found necessary to make rul­

ings governing the survey of same somewhat different to meet 

existing conditions . 

I certainly hop e that you v, ill considerr this application 

My home is in South ~ c lister and my ~amily live there and i f I 

could he located at South ilc 1 ester I should much prefer i t . I 

am at the present time locating a Railroad f r om olf e City via 

Bonham to Denison and shall be here some few days . The par ti eE 

who are furnshing (Sic) the capital for thi$ project will be 

here about the 6th of January and may possibly desire that I 

enter into an engagement with them for some months . I would 

much prefer to e in your st ff and i f you can hold out any 

offer of a position even if I should have to wait some little 

time I will not enter into any permanent engagement . Hoping 

you will pardon the length of this e pistle. 

I am sir 
Very respectfully yours . 

1. A. Lindsay. 

(endorsed) # 1859 Received Jan. 2, 1898. Commission ive mribes 
w. A. Lindsay, /olfe City , Texas. pplies for position of allot -
ting Agent . 

72 



Office of 

JOHN F . BR0 1N.N & SON. 

Dealers in 

G E N E R A L M E R C H A N D I S E. 

Sasakwa , I . T. 12/22/1898 

Hon. Tams Bixby 

Actg . Chairman Dawes Commission . 

Musco gee , I . T. 

Dear Si r ; 

Thi s will i n t r oduce to you :rv:tr . r. A. Li ndsay who d esi res 

to engage with you for any work in his l i ne that you may ha ve 

to offer a t the proper time . He i s a Civil Engineer of ex­

peri ence and has done mu ch s urveying in the f i eld f or the u.s . 

Government; he also pl atted the towns ite of Maokw , a map of 

which you ha ve seen. 

1859 

Any favor s sh own h i m will be du ly appreci a t ed . 

Yours ver y r espe c tfully , 

John F . Brown . 
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COMMISSIONERS: 
HENRY L.DAWES. 
TAMS BIXBY. 
ARCH I BALD. S. McKENNON • 
THOMAS B. NEEDLES. 

DEPAR'IMENT OF THE INrERI 0 R, 
Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes . 

Allison L.AYLESWORTH , Secretary 

I, William A. Smiley, do solemnly swear t.ha t I will 

support and defend the Constitution of the United States against 

all enemies done stic and foreign; t.ha t I will bear true faith 

and allegiance to the sar.re; tm t I take this obligation freely 

and without any mental reservation; that I will faithfully 

discharge tbe duties of Stenographer to tbe Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes by correctly recording and truthfully 

transcribing, to tb:t best of my ability, all such matters and 

things as may co :roo to be my duty. 

illiam A. Smiley 

Subscribed and sworn to before me a. t Muskogee in Indian 
Terri tory on this the seventh day of January,. A. D. 1899. 

52. 

Tams Bixby 
--commiss loner 
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, ashington , D. C. 

Jan . 23 , 1899 

Mr. Bixby : 

Dear S ir : 

Having learned tm charac te r o f the ork in 1hich you 

and your corps a r e now engage d , through Mr . - a llace , a hard and 

energetic Vvb rker it h I. r . Fitch ,· have taken the privi l ege to 

fo r ward an applic ation . I have just reached t he age of 21 and 

find my self' d i s content tore in in a limited position · here 

one can advance so slmr as to r ender little encouragement . I have 

resided in ash . D. C. for tm last 15 years being ell ac qua i nted . 

I have enclosed one of my fathers cards thinking some one if 

not yourself may perhaps be a c quaint ed ith him , as I under s tand 

a. number of tm employees are from 'ash . In r egard to re sponding , 

if offered an opportunity , would assure you of an early arriva l . 

Hoping you will co nside r my applic ation , 

I r ermin , 

espect lly 

l . A . Lee 

1343 ~. d . Avenue • 

ashington , D.C 

P. S. fill expect to commence anywhere you co nsider suitable . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . 2233 Hecd. Jan . 30 , 189 9 . A. Lee . · ashington 
D. C. Jan . 23, 1899----Appll es for position.----



DEPA RT 

Hon. Tams .Bixby, 

N T 0 F THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

· as hi r:g ton • 

February 6 , 1899 

76 

Member to Commis sion to i ve Civilized Tribes , 

us cog ee , I . T . 

ir :-

I am in receipt of your letter of the 25th ultimo , through 

the Com issi orer of Indian Affa i rs , re questing the det il of 

top,ographer Van H. 1 anning , of ·the United tat es Geological 

Sur vey, to take charge of the surveyors in the execution of the 

a llotme nt survey pr opos ed to be made of the l ands of the ive 

Civilized Tribes , under tm direction of your Commission . 

T.he Commissioner of Indian ffa irs , in transmitti ng said 

1e tter reco:rmre nds that it be referre d t o the irector of t he 

United State s Geologi.' c a l ' urvey for n y remrks or sugges tions 

t hat be may make" with r e spect to this request . Said reference 

has been made , and upon the re ceipt of the report of the Dir e ctor 

of the Geolog ical Survey, you will be further advised in the 

premises. 

Respectfully , 

I nd.. Ty . Div. 
317-1899. 

C . • is e , 

.:::>e cretary . 

(End orsed) Union gency o. 2312 ecd. ~,eb . 9 ,1899 Depa r tment Feb . 
6,1899 ashing ton, .c.---- el. to det iling Van T • anning to 
take charge of 0urvey corps.----



D T , ..!. N T OF TH I I n T = R I o R. 

C .:I .. I Ju I I FIVE c, ILI~ 4' IBZS • 

• 

!~.!;~ Y L . .U.t • E , 
T .:s BI ..BY , 
B.RC: IBAL ' • 

ALLI ON L. AYL S RTH , 0ecretary . 

~ l i kchi , I nd i an Territory , 

pr il 26th , 1899 . 

Han . ma s Bi x y , 

ha i rman Dawes Commiss i on , 

1 uskcg ee , Ind . Ter . 

Dear ... a jo r : - -

.e re ce i ved your ver welcone and ne wsy let ter , and are 

gl ad to kno that you are st i l l a live , a nd th t you hav e not yet 

taken to hard dr i nk , a nd that thi ng are p rogressing so satisfac-

t oril at head~uarters • 

. e a l s o received a co py of your re port to the 3ecretary 

of the Interi or , ~ i th ~Jh ich both the vapt . nd myself were well 

ple ased . :e do not th i nk it could be i proved upon . 

v1 e ar c: gett i ng a l ong here as ,.,e l l as expected , fo rty mi les 

f r o 1 Tailroad and mail bu t .three times a week . .:e hav e enro lled 

about 16 I ndi ans and about 15 co lored. The colored people 

h ve ab out run out , but we \ ill hav e more than enough ndians to 

oc cupy our time unti l the end of t h i s appointment. 

le are living wel l , plenty of wil d turkey and f ish, good 

s ulphur water , and a ll are enj oy i ng good health . qe have h d t \ o 

tSYS ' steady r a in , but our tents ha ve kept us comfor tab l e . 
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s I expe c t ed , the he l p is not ~hat could be desir ed . 

Creagan i s a stuffed sausage of the cheapest character . I n fact 

he is t he poorest man we have ever had on the f orce . Even the 

Capta in kicks on h im , and i f the Capta in kicks on a man he is 

certa inly not o . 1 . bbott does very good work while we can 

keep him a t i t , but he shirks it on every occasion . f course 

ve will heve to get along 1i th them . Green is a very good sten-

ographer , but writes a poor hand . f course you know hat Smiley 

is . e is o . l in all respects . 

·. e have noth i ng new to JJri te you here . ;e are expe cting 

Smith back s oon . ~ e will be ke pt constantly busy here until the 

end of our appoint ent on t e 4th of ne x t month , ~hen v.:e will 

drag through the mud and sand to Good l and . 

~ith k i ndest regards from all of us to Jr . yle s~orth , 

Hopk i ns and all the f or ce . lease re member us kindly to !, rs . 

Bi xby , and tell her if she was here , we could supply her ith 

r oast ild turkey every day . 

Ther e are but very f e 1 w' ite appli cants or inter- married 

appli cants for en rollment , but the f ul l bloods are numerous . 

J end J o s i e dov n . ~> e will take care of him and teach him 

someth i ng of Indi an lif e . 

Very truly yours , 

T . B. eedles , 
CO\ ISSIONER. 

(Ender s ed) Union gen cy /1 ? 3 Letter from CollDili ss i oner Needl e s 
at " l ichi amp . 

'~8 



lewoka, Indian Terri tory. 

I T. J. Farrar do solemnly s wear that I will truly 

and fai thtully :r:e rform t ~ duties ot Appraiser and Clerk in the 

appraisement of lands, under the emploYJrent of the Commission 

tot~ Five CiVilized Tribes, so help me God. 

T. J. Farrar 

Subscribed and sworn to before n:e, this 17th day of May 1899. 

C.L.Long 

Notary Public. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.52----Relative----Employee's Oaths----

·~9 



Muskogee, Indian Terri tory 

June 6th, 1899. 

I, William Perryman, do solemnly swear that I will 

truly and fa! thfully perform t m duties of Interpreter under 

t~ sployment of t~ Commission to t~ Five Civilized Tribes, 

so help me God. 

William Per~ 

Subscribed and sworn to before me this 6th day of June,l899. 

Tams BixbJ'. 

Commis s !one r. 

52. 
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May 13 , 1901 

RUU:S OF THE COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

---------------------------------~---

1. 

The following rules are adopted for t~ governnent and 

proceedings of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , sub­

ject to the instruction of the Secretary of the Interior . 

(a) The powers and duties of the Commission devolve upon it 

as a body, and only a quorum of its members , acting by a majority 
' 

vote ot said quorum, has authority to do or authorize the tran-

saction of business. 

(b) A quorum shall consist of a majority of the whole number 

of Commissioners authorized by law. 
3 . 

(a) The Chairman of the Commission shall be designat-

ed by t~ Secretary- or the Interior • 
. 

(b) .An Acting Chairman she.J.l be designated by the 

Secretary of t~ Interior, to act in case of the absence or 

disability ot tte Chairman , and in case of the disability or 

absence from the office of the Commission or both the Chairman 

and the Acting Chairman the Commissioner present who is the sen-

ior by appointm!nt shall be the Commissioner in charge. All 

the duties attaching to the position of Chairman shall devolve 

upon the Commissioners in the order and under the conditions 

herein named. 

(c) At least one Commissioner should always be present 

at the principal ofti ce at the Commis sian but should all the 

Commissioners necessarily be absent, the Secretary shall, by 

81 
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virtue or his office, be next in authority, and he shall see that 

the orders of the Commission are executed. 

(d) Whenever a Commissioner in charge shall absent 

82 

himsell' from the central office, it shall be his duty to acquaint 

the Commissioners of his intended absence, and to secure, if 

possible, the presence at the office of a Commissioner, as provid­

ed in paragraph c of this rule. 

-4-

It shall be the duty of tbe Chairman, or, in his ab­

sence, of the Acting Chairman, as defined in rule three, to 

preside over the meetings o! the Commission, and, a. s the execu­

tive of:f'i cer of the body, he shall see generally that the business 

of the Commission is properly and expeditiously transacted in 

accordance W1 th the orders,. rules and instructions of the Commis­

sion. 

-5-

(a) Unless otherwise ordered, the Commission shall 

meet at ten o'clock A. M., every Tuesday, and in any event it 

shall meet the first Tuesday of each month, and a special meeting 

shall be called at any time desired by the Commissioner in 

charge, or upon the written ·request of a Commissioner. 

{b) If in an emergency it be impracticable to convene 

t.be Commission, the votes ot the Commissioners may be obtained 

by mail or telegrap!t. In such case the proposition to be passed 

upon shall be submi tted as tully as circumstances shall pennit. 

A reasona bla time shall be allowed to hear from all the Commis­

sioners, but 1.1' after a lapse of such time a reply be had from a 

34. 
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quorum, but not from all tb;, Commissiomrs, the majority vote 

so recorded shall prevail, and a full statement of' all such pro­

ceedings shell be laid before the Commission at its next succeed­

ing meeting. 

-6-

Full and correct minutes of the proceedings of all sessions 

of the Commission shall b e k"ept by the Secretary, th3 same to 

be submitted to the Commission at its next succeeding meeting for 

its approval, and when tm minutes are approved they shall be 

sigmd by- tb!!J commissioner presiding, and atte s t e d by the Secre­

tary. 

-7-

(a) All official communications should be a ddressed to the 

Commission to tie Five CiVilized Tribes, and not to any indivi­

dual DBmber ar off'i cial of t ~ Commission. 

(b) All communications addressed to a Commissioner 

in his official. capacity, shall, if he is absent, be considered 

as if addressed to the Commission and shall be treated in such 

manner, unless they be found upon examination to be of' a personal 

character, in which case they shBl.l be .<llly forwarded to him. If' 

a Commissioner personally receive a communication intended for 

the Commission ~ shall prcmptly deliver or fo rwa.rd the sane to 

the Commission for appropriate action. 

(c) All letters, instructions, decisions, and com-

83 

munioatio·ns of every nature received from tm Secretary of the 

Interior, or Commissioner of Indian Affairs, or conununications 

trom the otf'i cials or representatives ot any of' the Five CiTilized 

34. 
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Tribes, shall be submit ted to the Commission at its next meeting 

following the receipt thereof', and if' an early meeting is imprac­

ticable, it shall be the duty of' the Secretary to innnediately 

forward to each Commissioner a copy of t~ letter, instructions, 

decision or other communication so received. 

(d) The annual, monthly , and other reports of similar 

importance, to the Department shall be submitted to the Commis­

sion for adoption before being transmitted, and it shall be the 

duty of' t~ Secretary to furnish each Commissioner i th a copy 

thereof. 

(e) Letters and communications of every character 

conveying information af t~ opinion of the Commission on points 

of law, or construction of law or treaty provisions affecting 

the work of the Commission, (not previously determined by the 

Connnission}, shall be submitted to, and approved of by the Commis -

sion before being finally trans:nitted. All letters involving 

only stateiiBnts of fact, and such orders and communications as 

relate only to the routine of' the Commission, may, in the abse nce 

of all t~ Commissio:r:ers, be sigmd by the Secretary in the name 

of the Chairman or Acting Chairman. 

(f) In cases of emergency and if all the Commissioners 

be absent, the ecretary, as provided in clause (e )of this rule, 

shall act on ~plications tor leave of absence, due care being 

taken that no leave be granted in excess of too limit provided 

by the Commission, or to the embarrassment of the public service. 

(g)Requisitions for supplies already on hand, and also 

tor purchases or other expenditures not exceeding $500.00 in 

amount at any one time, may be approved by t~ Commissioner in 

charge or, 1n the absence at all at the Comm1ssion3rs, by the 
34. 
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Secretary, acting as provided in clause e of this rule , provided 

that the Secretary shall n(J)t approve of new expenditures in 

excess of 25.00 for any one purpose . 

-8-

The Special Disbursing Agent , detailed from the office of 

the Secretary of the Interior, to disburse the funds of the 

Commission and to act as custodian of all public. prope.rty , shall 

keep a clear and concise record of the transactions of h is office , 

so that a statement of the condition of too fund s and Govern-

ment property c an be made by him whenever he shall be called 

"Q.pon to do so. 

-9-

All office officials and employees shall be entitled to 

thirty days annual leave of absence from duty , and a n additional 

thirty days leave of absence in case of actual sickness . 

-10-

T.be office hours of the Commission shall be from 8 : 30 A. M., 

to 12:00 M., and ' from 1:00 P . M., to 5:00 P. M., and the time 

which any office oft1cial or employee is absent from duty without 

leave during said office hours shall be deducted from tbe thirty 

days annual leave to which he or she lll8Y be entitle d . 

-11-

Employees shall not be ISrmitted to attend to personal 

business or social affairs during office hours , an.d shall not be 

diverted from t~ duties to which they have been regularly assign­

e4 except upon instructions issued to them by the Commission 

tbt-ougb its exe.cuti ve of'fi cer. 

5 
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No change shall be made in t~ number , pay or pe r sonnel of 

the employees of the Commission receiving compensation at a great­

er rate t han $50. 00 per month , without the consent of the Commis­

sion provi ded that in case s of emergency a Commissioner in charge 

of a division of work shall have power to employ addi tional 

assistance to a reasonable exten t , to be paid per diem , and such 

action shall be reported to t h e Commission at its succeeding 

meeting ; an d in the absence of . all the Commissioners the Secre­

tary may, i n cases of emergency , employ additional ·assistance , 

no engagement to be for a longer period than one week and the 

total of e xpenditures of this character by the Secretary shall 

not e xceed in amount $25. 00 for any one eek , and he shall rep ort 

all su ch ac t i ons to the Commission at its succeedi ng meeting. 

-~3-

rt shal l be the duty of the Chairman , or in his absence , of the 

Acting Chai rman or Commissioner in charge , to formulate and submit 

plans and es timates for the prosecution of tbe work of the Commis­

sion, and no plans shall be entered upon or new expenditures incur­

red, except as s pecially provided fo r, until the same have been 

considered and appr oved by t be Commiss i on; and reports off the 

progress of all 10r k shall be made t o t he Commis sion. 

-14-

The Secretary of the Commi ssion shal l be gener a lly t he custo-

dian of its correspondence and the medium through which it s orders 

are issued. He shall be the custodian of the records of t he 

Commission, e xcept as the same may be entrusted to the chiefs of 

s •• 
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(-15- ) 

The pr esiding Commissioner , as defined in rule three , shall 

assign and detail the employees of the Commission as he may deem 

for the best interest of the work of the Commission , except where 

otherwi se provided , and he shall have the di~osition and assign­

ment of t he rooms of the central office , except as the Commission 

may otherWise provide . But the Commission shall select out of 

the ro oms at its di~osal at said office , an appropriate room 

for its occupancy , the holding of its sessions , and the transac­

tion of its business . 

Department of the Interior , 

Washington , D. c., July 10, 1901 . 

Approved : 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 34.----RelativeRules ot tbe Commission 
to t he Fi ve Civilized Tribes Adopted May 13th, l901 , for its 
Government and Proceedings .----
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32742 

The Honorable 

Depa rtment or t.be I nteri or , 

OFFICE F I NDIA FAIRS , 

' ashing t on , 
June 22 , 1901. 

The ecretary of tm I nt erior . 

S ir: 

Referring to De p artment letter of ovember 28 , 1900 , 

approving the application of J . A.Harris , of agoner , I . T., 

for permission to enter i nt o a contract f or the purchase of 

stone from certain lands in the Cre ek Nation descri bed in 

the application under and in accordance it h t he provisi ons 

of the act of June 6 , 1900 (31 tats ., 660} , t here is en­

close d he reWith a report dated June 1 5 , 1901, f rom In sp ector 

fr ight, returning said appl ic at i on . 

The Inspector states t hat although t.IT . Harri s was ad ise d 

of the approval of h is applic ation by the Department and 

instructed to e n ter i nto a contract i th tbe U. S . I nd ian Agen t 

f or the Union Agency in accordance lith t he provisions of the 

law and the r egu l ati ons promulgated t hereunder , no action has 

been taken by him and he reco mmends that the approval of the 

application b e reconsidered and t hat t he app lic at i on be disappro -

ved. 

The office concurs in Inspector · ri ght ' s rec omme ndation . 

Very re sp ec tfully , 
Your obedient se rvant , 

l . A.Jones . 

G.A.W.(L1 e) Commissioner . 

2344 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 2344 Re ceived Jul.l,l901 Office 

at u.s.Indian In~ectar for tbe, Indian Territory. ashington , 

June 25,. 190l.Secretary.----Dis approves stone applic at ion 

of J.A.Har ris.----

89 



. D E P A R T M E NT 0 F T H ' I NT .c.; R I 0 R . 

·:ashington. 

May 31 ,1902 . 

The Commission to tm 

Five Civilized Tribes , 

Mus k ogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Gentlemen : 

Changes in t m ~ r sonnel of your Commission ' s employees , . 

under section 20 of the ct of Congress a p prov ed June 28 , 18 98 

(30 Stats . , 495) are hereby approved as follows , under t he 

provisions of tm same section : 

Reinstatanent : 

90 

Samuel • Foster of Kan sas , Cle·rk at · 100 per month . Reported 

April 15. 

Pro mo ti ons : 

~illiam H. Angell of Mi nnesota , Clerk at 110 to wl25 

per month . Reported ay 16. 

~d ard c. Funk of Distr ict of Columbia , Clerk at $45 

to 60 per month , inste ad af 75 as requested by the Commission . 

Reported pril 15. 

Miss Gertrude Hanna of Illinois , tenographe r at 75 to 

$85 per month . Reported .ay 16 . 

I ra s . Niles of Illinois , Steno gr aphe r at ·75 to 4 100 

pe r month. Reported May 16o 

Robert • Streit of Indian Terri tory , tenographer a t 

$75 to $100 per month . Reported May 16. 

9209 . 
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Reduc tian s : 

Guy L. v. Emerson of Missouri , Clerk at $150 to Law Clerk 

at ~125 per month. Reported May 15 . 

John Sharron of Missouri. , Appraiser at $100 to Storekeeper 

at $60 per month. Reported May 15 . 

Re si gnat ion: 

William T . Maxey of Indian Territory , Surveyor ' s 

Assistant at ~30 per month , effect May 19 . Rep or ted May 22 Q 

Very respect f ully , 

Thos. Ryan 

Acting Secre tary . 

Through tbe Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No.9209 Received J"un . 7 , 1902 Department , 
Ryan, lashington,D.C.May 31 , 1902 .----Approves re i nstatemen t Saml . 
W. Foster , ••• promotions , Angell , Funk , Hanna , Niles and Stre it . 
Reducti ons • ••• Eroo rson, Sharro,n . Resignation •••• Maxey . ----

91. 



D EPARTM NT OF TH 
ashir:gton . 

T~ Commiss ion t o the 

Five C i vi liz e d . Tri be s , 

Mus kogee, Indi a n Terri tory . 

Gen t lemen : 

I T R I 0 R . 

June 4 , 1902 . 

Changes i n the personnel of your Commission' s employees , 

under Section 00 of tbe Act of Congress ap proved June 28 , 1898 

( 30 S tats ., 495 ) are .hereby approved as follows , under t he 

pr ovisi ons ef the same se c t i on : 

P r omot ion : 

Cha r l es E . '· ebster of th3 District of Columbia , Clerk 45 

92 

per mont h to 60 pe r mont h . Reported in letter of May 15 , 1902 . 

Appointme n t : 

J;!;dward B. i l l e r of Illino i s , Stenograpbe r '1100 per month . 

Repor ted in l et ter of May 19 , 1902 . 

Ver y respec tfully, 

Thos . R an 

Ac ting Se cretar y . 

Through the Commissione r at I ndi an ffairs . 

{Endarsed ) Uni on Agency No . 9270 Re ceive d J~n . 9 , 1902 Department , 
Ryan · ashing ton , D. C. June 4 , 1902- --- Approvl ng prommt i on Chas . E . 
Webs t er, Appo iniment , dward B. Mi l l ero - -- -



D I!: p R T M · N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I R • 

. lashing ton . 

June 5 , 1902 . 

Tbe Co1nmission to t he 

Five Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Gentlemen : 

Cha nge s in t he personnel of your Commission' s employees , 

u nde r se c tion 20 of t he .Act of Congress approved June 28 , l 89B 

( 30 Stats ,; 495) are mreby approved as fol l ows , under t he -' 

provisi ons of the same Se ction : 

Promotion : 

David Shelb y of ississi pp i, Clerk at 12 0 to 1 25 per 

month. Rep o:rt May 16 • 

Re signa ti on : 

Clarence B. Douglas of I ndi an Terri tory ; Draughtsman a t 

oi~lOO pe r mont h , effect May 2 3 . Repo rte d ay Z7 . 

Very r espectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Ac ting ecret~ry. 

Thr ough tte commissione r of I nd ian Aff a irs . 

93 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency o . 9371 ecd . Jun .lO, l9 02 Department yan , 
Washing t on , D. C. June 5t.b ,.l 90 2 .----Approves promotion 'hel by , 
res i gnat i on- Dougla s .----



The West ern Union Tele gr aph Comp any 

13 KS NU n 27 Colle ct Govt 

Receive d at 1032 A.M. 6/5/.1902 

Dated S tLoui s 1 0 . 6/5 

To Hon.Tams Bixby Muskogee , I . T . 

I leave for ashington one oclock tomorrow wish you to mee t me 

there as soon a s po ssible 

E . A .Hit ohco ck Secy . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agen c1f No . 9198 Re e d • .Tun.6,1902 Hitchcock , E •• , 
st.Louis,Mo., .Tune 4 1 1902 .----Leave for , as.hington tomorrow; wish 
you to neet me tl:ere as so on as possible.----
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DEP T.l· Jr F 
' 

FI V I VILIZ D T I B S. 

uskogee , Ind . Ter o, June 26 , 1 0 2. 

The Honorabl e 

The Se cretary of the I nterior . 

Sir : 

The Commissi on to the Five Civilized Tr i bes ha s t he 

honor to repor t for a pprova l , un der section 20 , ct of J ume 28 , 

1898, t he appointment of ••••• JOHN B ~DT ••. ••• of inn esota •••• 

as •••••• surveyor ' s assistant ••• • •• at a sal ar y of • ••• t hi rty ••• 

dollars per month , t o t ake effect when • •• h e s hall f ile t he 

oath of office and enter on duty ,. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Very respectf ully , 

T . B. eedles . 
COlv ' R IN CH GE . 

THROUGH CXH .U I ' "'"" ill • h .,., I • 
( This f orm to be used for appoint ents under '' 50 per month) 

(Endorsed) # 11241 , e c ei~e d Jul . 5 , 1902 . Comm. Five Tr i bes 
Muskogee , I •• Subject--Repor t s , for epart nt approval , appoint -

ment of John Brandt of i nne sota, as surveyor ' s assist ant a t 
130 per mon th. Depar t ment of Interior f f ice of ecreta ry . 
July 5 , 1902 . Res pe ctfully returned to Pive Tribes Com. in ro m­
pliance wi th it s r equest o f 26th inst a nt in whi ch it is stated 

that this paper i s a duplicat i on. 
of the Dep t . 

dward • Dawson . Chi ef Clerk 
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D E P A R T H E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R . 

·• ash i ng t on . 

June 28 , 1902 . 

Commission to Fi"le Ci v i lized Tr ibes , 

Muskogee, I .T. 

Gentlemen: 

cTune 26 , 1 902 , ·the cting Commi ss i oner of Ind i an Af fa i rs 

transmit ted t he Commiss ion's repor t of wor k perfor med under 

its direction durin g May , 1 90 2, and s t ated t ha t the s am e shows 

substantial pro gr ess , and r e commen ds tha t you be adv i sed of the 

approval ther eof . 

You are inf or med that t he Depar t men t concurs i n the 

Acting Commissio ner ' s co nclus i ons . copy of hi s l e tt er is in-

closed. 

Re spectfully , 

E . A. Hi t chcock . 

s e cr e tary . 

1 inclosure. 

(Endorsed) 11024, Rec e ive ~ Jul . 7 , 1902 . Commi ss i on t o i ve 
Tribes. Uusko ge e , I . T. ~ a shlngt on , .n • . c., Department, Hitch­
cock Juen 28 1902 . ppr oving Comm1 s s1on ' s report f or the mon th 

' ' of I ay , 1902 . 



DEPART MENT 
OFFICE 0 ? ll I J 

OF THE 
FF IRS . 

ashington , 

The Honorable, 

I N TER I 0 R . 

June 26 , 1902. 

The Se cretary o f the Int er ior . 

Sir:-

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report made on 

June 14, 1 902 by the Commission to the Five Ci vilized Tribes, 

showing the work performed under the direction o f the Commission 

during the mo nth of May , 19 2 , and the sta tus of certain of t he 

Commission ' s work to date , There are 40 Hississsi ppi Cho ctaw 

c ases p ending in this office , 15 Cherokee citizenship casea and 

8 Creek l and contest cases . 

9? 

The r epor t shows substan tial progress, and it is respect ­

tully reco~_ended that the Commissi on be adv ised of its ap-

proval. 

Very respectfully , 

Your obedient servant , 

. c. To er. 
ACT I NG CO .1MISSIO NER . 

11024 



THE WESTERN. UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

(59) August 20 , 1902. 

Number 55 Ks Sent by Bz Rec 'd By An Check 71 Paid Govt 

RECEIVED at 445 PM August 20 , 1902 o 

Dated Po ashington D. c. 9/20 

To Tams Bixby Acting Chairman Musk~ee I . T. 

Telegram received have cont'erred with the Department of Justice 

tbe result being that Depairtment in cooperation with this depart­

ment will deal summarily about any government ofticial attempt­

ing to in any way interfere directly or indirectly in the matter 

ot the pending agreement e xcept for the pre servation ot p ublic 

order in accordance with specific departmental instructions and 

you will give notice accordingly . 

E. A. Hitchcock, Secy . 

(Emorsed) Union Agency No.l5408 Reed. Sep . 22,1902 Department, 
Hitchcock, Washington, D. C.,Sept.20,1902.----The Department will 
deal summarily w 1 th an yone attempting to inter:rere in the m tter of 
the ending agreement.----

----------------~--------

" 



DEP ART E l T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

I GrON. 

ugust 23 , 1 902 . 

Commission to the F ive Ci vi lized Tr i b es , 

uskogee, Indi an Terr i tory • 
. 

Gentlemen: 

The Department i s in re ceipt of a communic ation fr om 

t he acting e cret ar y of the Tre asury , acknowledging rece i pt 

of departmental le tter , advi s i ng that uoper at i ve Henr y c. 

Dickey, of the Secret Service Divi sion , has been order ed by 

wire to report t o the Commi s s i on of the Fi ve Ci vi lized Tr i bes 

at 1rus kogee, Indi an Terr i tory , as reque s ted . " 

Respectf ul l y , 

Thos . Ryan . 
Acting s ecr e t ary . 

(Endorsedi # 138 05 , eceived ug . 26 , 1 902 . Commis s ion to Fi ve 
Tribes. uskogee , I . T. Department , yan , v'/a shing t on , D. c. 

ug. 23 , 1 909. Advises that Henry C. Dickey has been or dered 
to report to commis si on. 

99 



DE A T ~-~ !!. - T 0 ' H E I .:. 

ITD 5431-1902. 

Commissi on to the ive C1· n · l l'zed Tr1· 'oes ,. 

1lusk og , I ndi an erri tDry . 

Gent lfilmen : 

_, 
-' I 0 R. 

ep t embe r 2 , 190 2. 

The De:pan·t meh t is in receipt of your mo11.thly r port 

date d Augus t 11 , 1 902 , sho ing t ~ work for the month ended 

July 31 ,1902 . 

1.00 

ai d r eport was for warded by the c ti ng ommis sioner of 

Indi an AfftiirS the Z9 t h u l t i mo , nd m r ecomme nd. s that it be 

approv e d. He fur t he r states that t mre are l 54 co..-r1solidate d 

Mississi i Choctaw cases and 5 reek l and contes t cases endi ng 

in t he Indian Offi c e . 

The Dep a rtment concurs in t he r e commendat ion of the 

Acti ng Commi ssione r ; s a i d r eport is a proved , cilld a copy of 

the r epo rt of' the Acti ng Commi ssi oner is inclosed herewith . 

e spe ctfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

c tin_g Seer tary • 

• 



Land 
51152-1902. 

The Honorable 

Dep~ ri1n en t of t he I nt e rior ,. 

OJ?FIC CF IND N ,FAI 
ashing ton , 

ug us t :::9 , 1902 . 

The e cre t a ry of t he Int e ri or . 

;:>ir: 

I ha ve the honar t o transm it he re r.ii.th t he mont h ly 

r eport of t he ommissi on to t h :b., i ve Ci vilize d ribes , s h o 'l­

ing t he pr og r es s af t re Yor k under i t ' s supe rvi s ion du r ing 

the month of J uly , 1902 • 

Th is r e po r t ~ as for ' arded from i ne tte , Cana d , on 

August 25 , 1 902 by Commissione r Br e c k i nr i d go , with h i s r e -

port of t ha t dat e . 

The r epo rt shows ~·ood. pr og r ss , and it i s respe ct-

fully r e co mme nd e d that i t be ap prov ed . 

Th re a r e 1 54 co ns olid ated hs si ssipp i hocta 

cases an d five r eek l a ni co nt e s t case s pendi ng i n this of'-

fice. .n.ll othe r ci tiz e nsh ip c as es have been f or v a r ded to 

t he Departmen t . 

V ry r e s pe ctf ully ; 

Your obe di en t scrv t , 

A •. c . 1 

cti n_g Commi ss i one r . 

:101. 

(Endor sed ) Union Agenc o . l4768 ecd . Se • 11 , 1902 e a rtment , 
Ryan, -· ashington , Sept . 2 , 1902 .---- ck no l ed s r ...: port of o 1 is s ion 
for Jul y 1902 and a rov s .----
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

A S H I N G T 0 N 
ITD 4906-1902. September 18 , 1902 . 

Commission to the Five Civili zed Tribes , 
Muskogee , Indi an Territory . 

Gentlemen : 

Referring to departmental letter of August 14 , 1902 , 

in whi ch you were requested to submit draft of r egulat ions 

deemed sui table and appropria t e to carry i nto effect the pro ­

visions of sections 16 and 17 of the Act of Congress approv ed 

June 30, 1902 , r at i fying the supplementa l agreement with the 

Creek Nation , you are also reque s ted to submit at the same time , 

if you have not already submitted said draft , regul a tions rel­

ative to t he dis position of lands under section 72 of the Act of 

Congress approved Jul y 1 , 1902 (Public 241 )--agre ement i th 

the Cherokee Na tion . 

Early a ction is desired in the se mat ters . 

Respect f ully , 

Thos . Ryan, 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed)Commission to Five Tribes .1 o . l5702 .Received Sept . 25 , 1902 . 
Department R an Wa s hingt on , D. C., Sept . l8 , 1902 .---Reque sts the 
Commission ' to submit a draft of t he regul at ions de emed suitable to 
carry into effects the provisions of sections 16 & 17 of the Act 
ratifying the agreement wit h the Cr eek Nation , and at the s ame 
time, draft of the regulat ions relative to the disposition of 
Cherokee l ands . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

ITD 6030-1902. Washi~ton. 

Commission to the Five CiTi lized Tribes , 

:Musk~ee, Indian Terri tory . 

Gentlemn: 

October 3 , 1902 . 

Referring to depar tmental letter of even date (lTD 

6016 am 6017)' the re is inclosed mrewi th a lette r from the 

President of the New England National Bank , Kansas City, Mis­

souri, to be considered in connection thereWith . 

Respe ct:t'ully , 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secretary . 

1.03 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

lashing ton . 

.104 

ITD 6239-1902. October 14, 1902. 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee, Indian Terri tory . 

Gentlemen: 

The Department is in receipt of a communication from 

the Acting Commissio:m r of Indian Affairs , dated October 10 , 1902 , 

reoommenii ng that authority be granted for the settlement of an 

indebtedness amounting to 3696 . 12 , incurred by your Commission 

during the month of August , 1902 , in the employment of irregular 

labor, as shown by t}?.e r eport of irregular employees therew:i th 

inclosed, payment to be .tmde from fund applicable . 

An examination of said report shows that there were eight 

law clerks employed, namely: James T. atson , Robert • Wilson , 

Thomas w. Leahy, L. G. Disney , Olie L. Johnson , and Frank P . 

Tisharner~ for twenty- six days ; James A. Cotmr, :f'"or twenty­

f'ive days; and Edgar Kirkland , for t wen ty-tw::> and one - half days . 

It also appears that all of said law clerks were c.arried on 

the 1rreeg.1lar roll for the month of July. 

A further examination of said r epo rt for Augus t shows that 

t.tere were t wenty-one stenograp~rs employed, all of whom were 

carried on the roll or July; and that ore was employed for two 

days, anot~r for twenty-rom- days, one for twenty-five days, 

three f'or twenty .... five and cne-.half days , and the remainder for 

twenty-six days • 

18821. 
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T.be report also contains the names of six other clerks who 

were also carrie d on t~ roll for July . 

The Depar1m.ent desires to have a full report from your 

Commission as to the necessity for carrying these names on the 

irregular ro 11. It is not understo cxl that the Commission is 

authorized to employ law clerks , stenographers and otrer clerks 

who may be r equired for a considerable length or time , except in 

an emergency; nor does any good reason appear why the names 

ot the law cle:rtcs who were employed for the month of July , if 

needed for Augus t, were not reported to the Department for appoint-

ment. 1n tbe regul ar way . hile the Department is an:x::ious to 

au tb.orize the employill!nt of all t~ force ll' cessary to carry on 

tb!t work of the Connnission , ~t , especially in vie w of the report-

ed deficiency at 40 , 000 , it must insist upon careful and 

economical expenditure of t~ public momy in the emplo~nt of 

the force of tbe Commission . 

You are requested to make an immediate report in the matter 

snd the irregular roll transmitted by tile Disbursing Agent will 

be held to await your report . 

There is n othing upon the; face of said report to sho that 

said employees ere authorized by the Commission. It is thought 

that the approval of the Commission or the Acting Chairman of the 

Commission should be endo rsed upon e ach r eport . 

You will also r ep ort the number and names of the irregular 

clerks tba t were carried on t~ roll for September and h are 

lB821. 



-3-

oarrled as irregular employees at the present time . 

Respectfully , 

Thos. Ryan , 

Acti~ Secretary·. 

lllt) 

(EDlorsed) Union Agency No.l8821 Reed . Oct . 20 , 1902 Departnent , 
Ryan• Washington, D. C. October 14, 1902.----Requesting an i mme di­
ate report in t!), matter of t .he irregular employees carried on 
tbe :roll for months of July and August , and names and . number of 
irregular cle Iks on t~ September roll .----

.. 



D E P A R T ME N T 0 F T H E I NT E R I 0 R . 

ITD 5972-1902. 
ashington . 

October 31 , 1902 . 

Commission to t~ Five Ci"Vilized Tribes , 
Muskogee, Indian Terri tory. 

Gentlemen: 

On September 20 , 1902, you transmitted an itemized estimate 

ot the exp en.ses of your commission for the fisc a1 year ending 

June Z(), 1904, ruooun ti~ to $222 ,815 . 

In said letter you stated: 

"It is estimated that the appropriation for the fiscal year 

ending June 30 , 1903, will be entirely exhausted before the end 

.l f 7 

ot the year, and that a deficiency of 40 , 000 will exist . In 

order to complete the ork outlined for the fiscal. jlear ending 

June 30,1903, the deficiency of 40 , 000 re quired for the fiscal. 

year end.ing June zo , 1903 , will be eJq>ended by tile close of the 

year, and the e stim ted appropriation of 222 , 815 is the estima ted 

aaonnt necessary to carry on the work of the commission for the 

fiscal ~ar ending June 30 , 1904. " 

The Depar1m.ent desires that you transmit a statement of 

the 1 tems included in said deficiency or $40,000, so that the same 

oan be forwarded to tbe Treasury Department for transmisa on to 

Congress before tile beginning of the next session. Early 

20731. 
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action by you is desired . 

Respe ctfu1ly , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary·. 

(Endor sed} Union Agency No . 20731 Reed . Nov. 6 , 1902 Depart:n:ent , 
Hitchcock , Washi~ton , D. c., October 31 , 1902 . --- -Department 
desire s a statement of the items inc luded in the deficiency of 
$40,000 i n the appropriation for the ~ar ending June 30 , 1903 . - ---



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHINGTON . 

November 19, 1902. 

Mr. Clifton R. Breckinridge , 

Commission er to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

Leave of absence for four (4} days , reported in your 

letter of the 14th instant, to enable to go home to vote , is 

hereby granted. 

Through the 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Very respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan. 
ACTING SECRETARY. 

(Endorsed) # 22198, Received Nov . 22 , 1902. Commission to Five 
Tribes, Muskogee , I .T. De partment, Ryan, ashington , D. c. 
Nov. 19, 1902 . Granting leave of absence . 
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.100 B. SANBORN . 
J,RD P. SANBORN. 

LA .. ' OFFIC S OF 
John B. and E. P. Sanborn , 

Rooms 66 to 69 , 

CTATED. 

Hon. Tams BiXby, 

Dear Sir :-

National German Ameri can Bank Building , 
Cor . Fourth and Robert Sts . 

St . Pau l , Mi nn . 
January 9th , 1903. 

Your letter and t l~ Ninth nnual Report of the Commis­

sion to the F ive Civilized Tribes ha s been r e ceived , for whi ch 

please accept my thanks . I am g r eatly interested in observing 

the steady advancement of t he Five Tribes and of the population 

of the Indian Terri tory , and of the Indian Terri tory i tself .. The 

pr ogr ess made since 1865 and ' 66 , when I was last in the Territory 

i s truly wonderful . The progress seems to be in all directions , 

i n wealth , population , civilization and manner of life generally . 

May this progress continue until the ci.vili zation of the Indians 

i s at least e qual to t hat . of' their white neighbors in Arkansas ,. 

Kansas and Texas . 

Sincerely yours , 

J ohn B. Sa nborn . 

(Endor sed } Union Agency No . 804. Rela ti'we---Letter of John B. Sanborn , 
commending the advancement of t~ :F ive Ci viliz.ed Tribes .----



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE ill N T E R I 0 R. CMR 

WASHINGTON·. 

ITD "2502-1901. 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Musk ogee, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

February 13, 1903. 

On account of the vacancy occurring by reason of the death 

or Chairman Henr y L. Dawes , and by virtue of paragraph A of section 

3 of the rules adopted for the government and proceedings of your 

commission, approved by the Secretary on JUly 10 , 1901 , Commissioner 

Tams Bixby is hereby designated as Chairman of the Commission to 

the Five Civi lized Tribes . 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

SECRETARY. 

(Endorsed} # 4585 Commi ss i on to Fi ve Tr i be s , MUakoge e, Oklahoma. 
Department, Hitchc~ck , as hington , D. c. Feb. 13 , 1 903 . Designating 
Commissioner Tams Bi xby as Chairman of the commissi on to the Fi ve 
Civilized Tribew. Recei ved Feb . 20 , 1903. 



James s . snerman , 
Charles Curtis , an s . 
li'r ank M. Eddy , Minn . 

Dhn F . Lacey , Iowa. 

J . C . 1'-Je edham, Cal . 
J ohn . Little , Ark . 
J ohn H. Stephens , Tex . 

C01,.diTTE 
House of 

ON I NDI AFF I RS 

C. D.She l den , Mich . 
T. F .Marshall , N. Dak . 

illiarn T . Zenor , Ind~ 
J . J . F itzgerald , N. Y. 
J . Dol\gherty , 1o • 

epresentatives u.s . 

• E. Br own , is . 
C.H. Burke , S . Dak . 
S. R. organ , Ohio • 
M. A. Moody , Oreg . 

J . cAndrews , Ill . 
M •• mi th , Ark . 

ash ing ton , D. C. 

pr il 21 , 1903 . 

H. ' • Devendorf , Clerk . 

Hon . Tam s Bixby , 

Chairman Commission to ive Civilized Tribes , 

-ruscogee , I . T . 

1 y Dear Mr . Bixby : --

Penn it to thank you for your k i nd favor of 

recent date informing 1Jle that you ba ve car ed for Gil loren . I 

appre ci ate your courteous attention in t h is ma tter and can 

assure you of my lasting gr ati tude for it . 

it h pe rsonal regard , I am , 

i nc erel y yours , 

J •• Sher man . 

Hon . Tams Bixb y , 

Dawes Commission , 

uskogee , Indian Terri t ory . 

Dear Mr. Bixby,-

Mr.. :illiam Gilloren wri tes me that he has abou t con-

eluded his rork in the field , and very muc h desires to secure a 

position in the office of t~ commission a t uskogee . I would 

be very much pleas d if his desire could be complied Tith , and 

would appreciate it v e ry much if you could see your ifay clear 

812 . 
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to give Mr. Gilloren something to do on t he r egular rolls . 

Thanking you fo r your courteous att en tion, I am 

Sincerely your s , 

J .s . herman . 

tl3 

(Endor sed) Union Agency o . 812 elative--Le tter to Tams Bi xby 
from J.s . sherman , asking for employment for illimn Gilloren , 
in the offic e of t~ commission a t uskogee .----



DEPAR'IM ~T OF JUSTICE 

OFFICE CF UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 
Northern District Of I ndian Ter;i tory , 

VINITA . 

Hon. Tams Bixby ,, 

'Yashington , D. c. 

My Dear Mr . Bixby : 

ll4 

March 25 , 1904 . 

As a cit iz.en of the Indian Terri tory , and one i nterest­

ed in the outcome of the Dawes Cornmi ssi .on as such citizen , I 

feel that I mus t rite you to say t .bat your resigna. tion as 

Chairman of the Dawes Commissi on would be dep lorable , to say the 

le a st. 

Tbe re is no man alive more em i nently :li"i t ted to close 

up t he work than your sel :f . You need not :for a moment doubt the 

loyalty and steadfastness of your friends who lmow you a nd ho 

ar e fam ili a r with your work ; t hey are .it h you to a man . The 

Terri tory may be f i lled with co mpl a i ners, and necessarily , in the 

trans ac tion of your business , men have been d i sappointed , and as 

far t ~ welfare of the Indian , no man can truthfully s ay that you 

have not had it always in view . 

I wan t to assu r e you t hat i f t here i s anything I c a n do 

far you now or a ny other ti me , I am yo ur fri end and you can 

command me . Tbe motives of many men and their at t a cks up on 

g OTernment officials may be al l right from their narrow standpoint, 

but of t he i ntegrity of the ~n assailed ,. t~re can be no question , 

8 24. 
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as the most searching i nv esti gat i on has fa il ed t o br i ng to l i ght 

any prominent e xampl e . 

I p r esume , of course , you have s e en t .he Muskogee Ti mes 

and the Phoenix , and I hearti~y endorse your edi t orial i n t he 

Times, which , if' you have not seen , I wi ll cut out and send you . 

Even the ve ry news papers that have been at tack i ng you ar e no 

oomi~ around and saying that t ~ y depend and rely upon you . 

You c annot afford to re sign under the circumstan ces , 

and t~ hardsh ip that 1ould ensue i f you d i d would be great t o 

this co untry , and I sinc erely hope t hat you Will bat tle it out . 

ssuring you of my steadfas t friendship and highes t 

regard f or you as a man and as a citizen a ni that you may cal l 

upon me a t any time ·for anything I may do , I am , 

Very sincer . ly yours , 

P . L. oper . 

(Endorse d ) Union agency no . 824 oRe l ative----To resigna t i on of 

Tams Bixby as Chairman of the Da es Commi ssion , saying it 

would be deplorabl e , to say the leas t .----



De partment of the Interior , 

0011/ThHS u I 01 TO THE F I VE CIVILIZED T RI B.~S . 

Mus kogee , Ind. i an Terr 1 tor y , 
Sep tember 3 , 1904. 

ll.r . li'r ed T. 1lar r, 

Clerk in Charge , Ch icka s aw Land Office , 

Tishomingo , Indian Te rritory , 

Dear S ir: 

Rep l ying to yours of the f irs t i nstant rel at ive to :Mr . 

116 

McDavitt I have to adVise you t ha t af t er conf erri ng rTi th t he 

Chairman of tbe Commission , I find that r • • He avitt as discharg­

ed fro m tbe service of the Commis s i on under date of ugust 20 , 

1904. I enclose he r evri th form of oath \'lh ich is now being r e uir-

ed fro m persons 1 ea vi ng t ro service ; i ndl y secure 1a- . 1v1.cDavi t ts 

signature to t he same and r e turn to t his offic e and c heck Will 

then be for arded him up to the time of his suspension . 

Ki nd ly sign the insp3 c tion certificate enclos e d here with , 

also put yo ur se 1 upon the enclosed o th of' D •• Turner . 

Very r e 'pectfully ,. 

ees . ?vans . 

Spe cia l isbursing gent . 

(endorse d )Union Agency No . 3562 eceived _ ep~6 , l?04 Commissi?n to 
the Five Ci"Wilized Tri bes , ~. uskogee , Ind:tan Jerr1tory . Regard 1ng 
discha r ge fro m t he service , of the Commission o f Mr . McDavitt----



DEP AR'Th T OF THE INI'ERI OR , 

CO MMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

Rees Evans , 

Spec ia1 Disbursing Agent , 

Dear Sir : 

Muskogee , · Indian Territory, 

September 26 , 1904 . 

Your attenti on i s irw it ed to t he fo llo i ng rule adopted by 

the Commission at a session rel d June 29 , 1903 : 

"Hereafter no leaves of absence · th pay · 11 be granted 

t o employes of the Commission for a longer time t han has been 

earned for t he year at a rate of t wo blld a half days per month . " 

In construing this rule you will .ba ve the same apply to 

applications far both annua l and si c k l eave , and in reporting the 

number at' days for wh ich an applicant is entitled to le av e you 

Will compute the same from the beginning of the calenda r year up 

to and inclusive of the end of" the month in hich the appl ication 

is made , at a r ate of t ~ and a ha lf days for each month . 

Very respectfully , 

(signe d ) Tarns Bixby , 

Cha irman . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . 3989 Received S~p . 29 , 19?4 Commission 
to the five Civilized Trib es , usk ogee , Indlan Terrl tory . ----Rel . 
to rule adopted by t he Commission.----



COMMISSIO NERS : 
T.AMS BIXBC. 
THOMAS B. NEED.LES . 
C.R.BRECKINRIDGE . 

8 

Department of ihe Interior , 

Wm.O. BEALL , 
Secretary . 

CO V1IS S ION TO THE FI V CIVI L I ZED TRIBES • 

Address only the 
commission to t he F ive Civilized Tribes . 

Muskogee , Indian Territory , 
October 25 ,.1904. 

Commissioner in Charge , 

Chickasaw Land Off~ce , 

Tish omingo , Indian Terri tory • 

Dear Sir: 

Enclosed, please find list of Attorne ys and Agents admi t -

ted to practice before t he Commiss ion . 

rected to Oc tober 25 th . 

Respectfully , 

Tams Bixby , 

The sere has been cor-

Cha i rman . 

(Endorsed) Union gency no . 4468 . Relative----list of Attorneys 
and Agents admitted to practi ce before the Commission .----
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ATTORNEYS & AGENTS . 

Admitted to practice before the Commission 

October 25 , 1904. 

Allen, Clay. 
Allen, Harry K. 
Allen, Joseph N. 
Andrews, Leonidas c. 
Apple, Samuel A. 

Arnote, J .s . 
Arnote, Andrew J . 

Andrews , Guy L. 
Ayers, Fred H . 

Bache, Fred • 
Bagg, Charles , 

Bailey, Frank M. 
Bailey, MelVin G. 
Bailey, De Roos . 

Banks, inston T. 
Baugh, Joel L. (Agent ) 
Beadle, Samuel A. 

Beavers, VIm . • 
Bell, Lucien, 

Benge ,George • 
Bingham, illiam H. 
Blanton, Jarres T . 
Bleakmore, Willard R . 
Bledsoe, Samuel T . 
Bledsoe, Isaac P . (Agent ) 
Blue, Richa rd • 
Bolger, Perry C. 
Bonds, Archibald . 
Boudinot, Frank J . 
Bowmen, William F . 
Boyd, E . Allen. 
Bozarth, Mark L. 
Bolan, Jame s Vl . 

Bourland, Vrl1 . F . 
Bradley, Horace. 
Brennan, Franc is R . 
Brewster, Alpheus c. 

Bringham, William A. 
Brook, Eck . -E. 
Brook, VIal ter N. 

Brown, Louis T. (Agent) 
Brown, Henry H. 
Brown, Thomas Sebastian Ernest, 

.Brown, Ancel D. 
Brewer, Philip D. 
Brunson, David D. 
Buokl.e y, John L. 

oi468. 

Muskogee , Indian Territo ry . 
Gallatin , Missouri . 
Muskogee, Ind. ian Terri t ory. 
Ada , " " 
Tishomingo , n " 
South McAlester, Indian Territory 
Ant lers , Indian Territory . 

vilburton , tt n· 

At oka , " " 

Mobile , Alabama . 
Atoka , Indian Territory . 
Chickasha , " u 

Muskogee , " "' 
Muskogee., " n 
· ewoka , " tt 

Ft .Gibson , " " 
Jackson , Mississippi 

Chickasha , Indian Territory . 
Vini t a , " " 
Tahlequah , "' u: 
Tishomingo , " u 
Pauls Valley , n. " 
Ardmore , '" 111 

Ar dmore , n "' 
Choteau, n "' 
Columbus , Kansas . 
Poteau, Indian Territory. 
Chelsea , u tt 

Tahle,quah , n· " 
Ardmore ,. n· n 

Tishomingo , " " 
Okmulgee , n n 

Ada , u n 

Tishomingo , '" n 

ewoka , "' " 
Bixby , " " 
Pryorcreek,. " "' 
Coweta ~ " " 
Muskogee , " " 
Muskogee , " u 

Vinita, " " 
rdmor e , " u· 

Ardmore , "' "' 
Lehigh, " " 
S. McAlester, " " 
Coalgate, " " 
Enterprise, Mississippi . 



Buell, J. Garfield . 
Burris, George • 
Butler,. Sam H. 
Butte, Geo . Chas . 
Bulger , J air.Le s · J • 
Bond, Reford , 

Calkins, Edward , 
Calloway , Alfred M. 
Campbell , Joe G. 
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Campbell., Neb . 
Cannon , Hal M. 
Carrington , ~alter H. 
Cassidy, illiam J . 
Carr, Henry M. 
Chambers, James H. 
Chase , · il son A. 
Chenaul~, Waller . 
Clark, EdWin o. 
Clarke, Morris G. 
Clayton, Junius P . 
Clover, Sutton s . (Agent) 
Cobb, Madison I . 
Coffee, Rus N. 
Cole , Thomas J . 
Coleman, Wm . · are , 
Cook, I saac L. 
Cotner, George (Agent} 
Cotner, J ames A. 
Cox, Jeffe rson D. 
Cole, Preslie B. 
Cook, Chas . Alston, 
Crafton, Anthony , 

Crenshaw, Charles R. 
Cruce, william I . 
Crump, ~illiam Jackson. 
Crump, George C. 
Currie, illiam G. 

Curtis, WilliamL. 
Couch1 R. H. 
Crostnwaite, Frank B. 

Davenport, Luda P . 
Davenport, Jame s s . 
Davis, Josiah G. 
Davis, Harry G. 
Davis, Preston s . 
Davis, Wm . o. 
Dean, Thomas R. 
De Graffenried, Robert P. 
Degroot, John L. 
Denison, George B. 
Doty, Lemuel H. 
Dubois, Tous H. 
4468. 

Muskogee , Indian Territory. 
Tishomingo , " " 
Ardmore " n " 
Muskogee , " " 
Columbus , Kansas . 
Chickasha, Indian Territory . 

Tulsa , Indian Territory. 
CJ.a remere , Indian Terri tory . 
Atoka , . n n 

Pryorcreek , " " 
Ardmore , n " 

S. McAlester , " " 
Tishomingo , n n 

Pauls Valley " " 
Atoka , " " 
Nowata , " " 
Tishomingo , " " 
hi tef.ie ldl , " " 
Okmu~ee , " " 
Wagoner, n tt 

Vinita , ' " 
Hot Springs , Arkansas . 
Pauls Valley , · Indian Territory . 
Vaxaha.ehie , Texas . " " 
Atoka , Indian Territory . 

Atoka, Indian Terr itory . . 
Muskogee , Ind.ian Terri tory. 
Tishomingo , " " 

1agoner , " '' 
Pauls· Valley " tt 

Muska gee , •t " 

Muskogee , . 11 n 
Sherman , Texas~ " 
Ardmore , Indian Territory . 
Muskogee , · " " 
ewoka , •t " 

Ada " '' 
Sallisaw tt tt 

les tville , n " 
l ashington , D. C ~ 

Antlers , Indian Territory. 
Vinita , " " 
Muskogee , " 
Muskogee , " " 
Vinita , " " 
Gainesville , Texas . 
s . McAlester , Indian Territory• 
Muskogee , Indian Terri tory. 
Tahlequah , " " 
Vinita , " " 
Meridian, Mississippi. 
s . McAlester, Indian Territory. 



Duval, Ben T . 
Dolman, Lewis s . 

Easton, Eugene, 
Eddleman, Alixis , 
Elting, Cornelius H. 
Eppstein, Louis B. 
Etheridge, Allen G. 
Eubanks, Ira N. 
Edwards, cT o seph A. 

Fant, Leon B. 
Farmer, Winfield s . 
Faucett, Lemuel s . 
Fears, Walter T. 
Feohhetmer, Charles M. 
Ferguson, A. H. 
Fitzpatrick, George , 
Fogle, George Preston . 
Forrest, Edwin , J . 
Fort, Brooks. 
Foremen, Grant , 
J'oftune, George M. 
Foster, Townsend N. 
Foulds, John F. 
Foy, Malcom P. 
Fowler, Hem-y J . 
Fooshee, Geo. A. 
Franklin, Buck c. 
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Gallaspy, William H. 
Galloway, Clifford L. 
Gardner, Robert H. 
Garrett, Marion L. 
Gibson, Nathan A. 
Gibson, Jo Somervell (Agent) 
Gi'Yens, James M. 
Gierke, w.m. F. A. 
Gordon, James H. 
Gordon, Robert Lee. 
Gower, .c. 
Grace, George A. 

Graham, James Clinton, 
Green, Willi~ A. 
Greer, William H.C.(Agent) 
Gresham, Jatms E. 
Gubser, Nicholas J. 
Guess, HeDry A. 
GraTes, Orlin H. 

"68· 

Okmulgee , Indian Territory. 
Tishomingo , " " 

Antlers , Indian Territory 
Ardmire , ft " Caddo , tt " Denison , Texas . 
Atoka , Indian Territory. 
S. McAlester , n " McGee, " " 

agoner , Indian Territory , 
Atolta , " " 
HoM.envill e , " " 
Eufaula. , " " 
Chickasha , " " 
s . McAlester , " " 
s . McAlester , " " 
Vinit a , " " 
Muskogee , " " 
s . McAlest er , " " 
Muskogee , " tt 

s . McAlester , " " 
S. Mc.AJe ster , " " 
Musk ogee , n " 
Decatur , Mississipp i . 
Poteau , Indian Territory. 

Coalgate , " " 
Springer , " " 

Hickory, Mississipp i . 
Sherman , Texas . 

i21. 

Tishomingo , Indian Territory . 
Tishomingo , Indi an Territory . 
Muskogee • I ndian Terri tory . 
Tishomingo , " " 
Muskogee , " " 

Beggs , " " 
S . Mc.AJ.e s ter , " " 
Muskogee, " " 
Antlers , " " 
s . McAlester , " " 
Ardmore , " " 
Muska gee , " " 
Sherman , Texas 
s . McAJe.ster , Indian Territory. 
Tulsa, Indian Territory. 
s . McAlester , " • 
Pryorcreek, " " 



Hart, J ames , 
Hagler, John s . 
Halsell, Robert E . 
Hall, J ares • 

Haye s , Samue 1 • 
Harley, J ack G. 

Harnage , Jesse L. 
Harrison , William M. 
Haskell, Norman R. 
Harrison , i llian H. 
Hasta in, Eddy, 
Hastings . w. w. 
Hatchett , Jesse M. 
He a rd, Snelt on , 
Hedrick, Frank R . 
Hefiin, H. Bruce . 
Heidelberg , Daniel • 
Herbert, Calvin L. 

Hicks, Yirgil . 
Hill, E. P . 
Hill, J esse H. 
Hill, J ohn c. 
Holcomb, Joe l R . 
Holding , Benjamin F . 

Homer, Sol omon J . 
Horton, Lorenzo D. 
Horton, illiam J . 
Huckle berry , J ames H. Sr. 
Humphrey, Thomas C . 

Humphrey , lal ter D. 
Humphre ys , Jaroos M. 
Hunt, William T . 

Hutch ings , filliam T . 
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IrVin, i lliam s . (Agent) 
I saac, Sandy w. 

J a ckson, Wayman Crow. 
Jenkins , Thomas A. 

Johnson, Brown S . 
Johnson, J . E . 
Jones, Jos . J . 

Jone s , J •• 
Jones, Corne l i us J . 

Julien, Charl ey c. 

KeithhJohn Henry 
Ximba , Harr y G. 
King, J ames A. 

4468. 
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Muskogee , Indian Terri tcr y . 
Bqwie , Texas . 
Laure l , Mississi ppi . 

Poteau , Indian Terri tory . 
Chickasha , I . T . 

S . McAlester, I . T . 
Tahlequah , I . T . 
Muskogee , I . T . 
Muskogee , I . T . 
Poteau , I . T . 
Tishomingo , I . T . 
Tahl.equah , I . T . 
Durant , I • T. 

Tis homing o , I . T . 
Madi.ll , I . T . 

Shennan , Texas . 
Shubuta , Mississippi . 

Ardmore , I . T . 
Atoka , I . T . 
S . McAlester , I . T . 
Muskogee , I . T . 
Meridian , Mis sissippi . 
Pervis Mississipp i 

Chickasha , Indian Territory. 
Caddo , I . T. 

Durant , I . T . 
S . McAlester , I . T . 

Sallisaw, I . T . 
S . McAlester , I . T . 
Vini ta , I . T • 
.A,toka , I . T . 

agoner , I . T . 
Muskogee , I . T . 

No a ta , Indi an Terri tory . 
MuSkogee , Indian Territory . 

Muskogee , Indian Territory. 
Muskogee,I . T . 

Durant , I . T . 
Poteau , I . T. 
Sap ulpa , I . T . 
Atoka , I . T. 
GreenvilJe , is sis sippi . 
Bartl esvil::E , Indian Terri tory. 

Coffeyville , Kansas . 
lashi ng ton , D. C. 

TahJe quah , Indian Terri tory. 



Kistler, Ernest L. 
King, Isaac M. 
Kornegay, Wade H. 

Langley, J.Howard , 
Lawson ,Eugene B. 
Ledbetter, Walter A. 
Leslie, Samuel F . 
Lester, Richard M. 
Lester, Preston s . 
Lewis, Fielding. 

Ledbetter, Hugh A. 
Lee, Robert E . 
Leeds, Cl arence L. 
Lindl~, Madison M. 
Linebaugh, D. Haden, 
Linebaugh, J"ohn H. 

Linton, William E. 
Lieber, John G. 
London,J"obn 
Long,James A. 
Losey, Thomas B. 
Louis, Stephen R. 

Lowe, Cornelius G. 
Lowe, Sedley , s . 
Lowery, Jesse C . 
Lucas, I . M. 
Luckett, S. D. 

Marsh, Andrew J . 
Marrs , Franklin L. 
.Martin,Ben J"r. 
Martindale~ Dorrance • 
Mathers, James H. 
lla.ytubby, Joseph s . 
Maxey, Napoleon B. 
Mellette, illiam M. 
Merrick, Edward . 
Mel ton,Alger, 
Moore, illiam H. 
Moore,Edward H. 
Mood,Asbury F. 
MOrris,Eugene E. 
Morris, John • 
Mosley,Arthur G. 
Moul ton,Framk L . 
Muldrow,H.L. 
Mullen,Jos~. h s . 
Murchison,Kenneth s . 
Murray, illian H. 
'468. 
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HoldenviLle , Indian Terri tory . 
Ada , I .T. 
Vinita , I .T. 

Pryorcreek, Indian Terr itory. 
Nowata , I .T. 
Ardmore,I .T. 
Olanu]gee , I . T. 
Tishomingo , I .T. 
S .McAJe ster , I . T. 
s . cAlester , I . T. 
Ardmore , I . T. 

rdmore , I .T. 
Sapulpa , I . T. 
s . cAlester , I . T. 
Atoka , I . T. 
Atoka, I . T. 
Muskogee , I . T. 
Muskogee , I . T. 
Poteau , I . T. 

etumka, I .T. 
Atoka , I . T. 
C la rem ore , I • T • 
Muskogee, I . T. 
Sterrett , I . T. 
Muskogee ,I . T . 
Tishomingo , I . T. 
ashingt on ,D. C. 

Ardmore , Indian Territory . 
Sapulpa I .T. 
Muskogee, I . T • 
S.NcAlester , I . T. 
Ardmore , I . T. 
Tishomingo , I .T. 
uskogee~ I . T. 

Muskogee, I . T. 
usk ogee, I .T. 

Chickasha, I . T. 
. McAlester ,I .T. 
Okmu]g ee , I . T . 
Cl remore , I . T. 

Ryan , I . T. 
Tishomingo , I .T. 
Denison , Texas 
Muskogee.Indian Territory . 
Tishomingo , I .T •. 
Ardmore ,I. T. 
Tahlequah,I.T. 
Tis .bomingo ,I .T. 



McClure, John A. 
McCulloch, George E. 

llcCurta in,D. C. 
KcDougal,Daniel A. 
McGarr, .Arthur F . 
Kcintosh,Cheesie , 
McKeel,John F . 
MoKennon,A.s . 
McMillan, Robinson , 
McMillan, John ~alter , 
MoMurtry,Ho race c. 
McP.herren, Charles E. 
MoRea,A.S. 

Belson, Thos. o. 
Neale,Archie D. 
Needles, Homer , (Agent) 
Newman, Ed ard A. 
Ne WIDB.Jl , He nr y 0 • 
Norman, Thomas . 
Norwood,Andrew H. 
Nioolds, Edward Fontain , 

O'Bryan, Julien B. 
O'Reilly, Ellis , I . 
Osborn Roy T. 
Owen, T ~om as H. 
Owen,chas . 
Osborn,stephen J . 

Parks , samuel F . 
Paschal, Ridge , 
Payne, ~m .R . 
Person,Harry L. 
Phillips, Chas.A. 
Pierce, Francis A. 
Pitohford,John H. 
Pixley ,James 1. 
Pool, J.o. 
Porter,George M. 
Potter,Clement c. 
Potter,William D. 
Potter, Clem B. 
Potts, Theodore F. 
Pursel., Carl 
Pyeatt, Alvin F . 
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Chickasha , Indian Territory. 
Vini ta,. I . T. 
S .McAlaster , I . T. 
Sapulpa , I . T . 

Eufaula I . T. 
Checotah, I . T. 
Ada , I .T. 
S.McAlester ,I . T. 
Pauls Valley , I .T. 
S.McAlester ,I .T. 
Pauls Valley , I . T. 

Caddo , I .T. 
Muskogee , I . T. 

Ft . Towson , Indian Territory. 
Chetopa ,Kansas . 
Muskogee _I . T. 
Ardmore , I . T. 
Tishomingo , I .T. 
Ardmore , I . T. 
Vini ta , I .T. 
Caddo, I . T. 

Tishomin, o ,I . T. 
Eufaula, I . T. 
Coffeyville, Kansas 
Muskogee, I . T. 
Nowata , I . T. 
Coffeyville, Kansas . 

Vinita , Indian Territory . 
Tahlequah, I . T. 
Muskogee ,I . T. 
Denison , Texas 
Durant , I .T. 
Ardmore , I . T . 
Tahle quah , I . T. 
Tulsa , I . T. 
Nocona ,Texas 
Eufaula, I . T. 
Gainesville ,Texas 
Ardm.o re , I . T. 
Gainesvilla ,Texas 
{ago ner , I • T • 
Muskogee , I . T. 
Pauls Valley, I . T. 



Querry, Archibald,R. 

Ralls, Joseph G. 
R8IIlpendahl, Wm . 
Rappolee,John L. 
Rasmus,William F. 
Reed, Guy s . 
Reed, Henry c. 
Redmon,John G. V. 
Redwine~Wilburn N. 
Rennie,Albert, 
Rice Francis E . 
Ric'-rdson, D. A. 

Riddle, Seymour,. 
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Rider ,Geo rge E . 
Ridley,Henry M. 
Riley,Chilion, 
Rosers,William E. 
Rosenwinkel,Gus tav (Agent) 
Ross,Joshua (Agent) 
Rosser,Malcolm E . 
Root, ~illiam P. 
Rushing , Francis '1 . 
Rogers ,charles D. 

S~go, Alexander G. W.(Agent ) 
Scarborough,Daniel G. 
Scruggs,Frank. 
Seavers, Villiam F . 
Sharp,John F. 
Slough , El.Ioo r D. 
Smith,Edgar, 

Sprinkle,Thos.Vinson. 
Spain,Ellis M. 

Spriggs,C.aude P. 
Sprowle, alter T. 
Stanfield.! Wade S . 
Stanford, li . E .P . 
Starr,Jonn c. 
Stephens,Charles D. 
Stewart ,William P. 
Stone ,J OS .C. 
Stuart,Chas.B. 
Sullivan ,William J. 
Swett ,Arthur • 

4468. 

Tulsa ,Indian Territory . 

Atoka, I . T. 
Muskogee ,I . T. 
Caddo , I . T. 
Tahlequab. , IT . 
Tahlequah , I . T. 
Lee, I . T. 
Tishomingo , I . T. 
S .McAlester , I . T. 
PauJs Valley , I . T. 

Lindsay, I . T. 
S .McAlester , I . T . 
V ini ta, I • T • 
Madill , I . T. 
Atoka , I . T. 
Tishomingo , I . T. 
S .McAlester , I . T. 
S .McAlester , I . T. 

Mus kogee ,I . T. 
Poteau, I . T. 

Sapulpa , I . T. 
Eu1"aula,I. T . 
Olanulgee ,I . T. 

Muskogee JIIndian Territory . 
Natch itoches , La . 
Muskogee , I . T. 
Muskogee, I . T. 
Purce].l ,I.T. 
Madl.ll , I . T. 
Vinita , I . T. 
s . cAlester ,I.T. 
Atoka. , I . T. 
Fort Towson , I . T. 

Durant , I . T. 
Vinita ,I.T. 
Okmu]g ee , I . T. 
Vini ta ,I . T. 

Tishomingo , I . T. 
Antlers, I . T. 

Okrnulgee ,I . T. 
S.McAlester , I . T. 

Muskogee , I . T. 
Tahlequah , I . T. 



Taylor, Thoma s D. 
Templaton,~ames A. 
Terrall,Samuel H.Jr. 
Thigpen,Joseph H. 
Thomas;John R. 
Thomas,Clarence L. 
Thompson,Joseph B. 
Thompson,William P. 
Thompson,James c. 
Threadgill,Colin M. 
Tillotson,James A. 
To~ert, Sidney R. 
Toomer, Robert,. 
Treadwell,s . c . 
Trotter , Alex l . 
Twine , illiam H. 
Trotter,R.M. {Agent } 
Twitchell, Vm. E . 

Utterback, wm.E. 

Van, ~illiam H. (Agent } 
Van Hoy, Wm .c. 
Van Leuven ,Be r t, 
Vaughan,Robe r t M. 
VaughanjThoma s J . 
Veasey, ames A. 
Vemon,Don o. 
Von Jleise ,C.harle s, 

Walker, ~dward A. 
Walker, illiam I. 
Walround ,z.T. 
val ters ,George W. 

Wamer ,Charle s E . 
Watkins,John, 
atts,Thomas J. 

Watts,Jesse • 
West,Alonzo,T. 
/est,Pr a ton C. 

West, Robert H. 
elbarne,Robert D. 

Wheeler, Charles, 
/hite ,Eugene E. 

White ,Myron, 
hite,W1111am Henry, 
hitenead,James E. 

4468. 
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S . McAlester , Indian Te r rito r,r. 
Shennan,Texas . 
Shubuta , Mi ssissi pp i 
· agoner, I . T . 
Muskogee ,. I . T . 
Muskogee . I . T . 
Pauls Val ley , I . T . 
Tahlequah , I . T . 
Ardmore , I . T . 
Coalgate , I . T. 
Nowata , I . T. 
Ada, I . T . 
Muacogee , I . T . 
Tishomingo. , I . T . 
Shubuta ,Mississi ppi . 
Muskogee ~ I . T . 
est Point, Mississi pp i 

Lenapah, I . T . 

Durant , Indian Terri tory. 

Lenapah , Indian Terri tory. 
Bartlesville, I . T . 
Tahlequah , Indian Terr i tory 
Hillsborough , Texas 
Durant , I . T. 

Tahlequa h , I . T . 
Lebanon ,Missour i 

Tis:dlomingo , I . T . 

Ardmore , Indmn Territory . 
Marie t t a , I • T • 

MuS<: ogee, I . T. 
San Saba , Texas 
Ft . Smith , Arkansas 
Muacogee~ Indian Territory 
Sall i saw , I . T . 
Sall i saw, I . T. 

Leh i gh , I . T. 
Muskogee, I . T . 

Ardmore, I . T. 
C.hicka sha , I • T. 
Mu skogee , I . T. 
Sulphur,I.T. 
Muskogee,I.T. 
Jashing ton, D.C. 

S . McAl es ter,Indi an Terri t ory. 



Wiggins ,she nna n T. 
Wilkins,Thomas B. 
Wilkinson,vallace , 
Wilkins ,John H. 
Williams~Haley B. 
Williams,Robert L. 
ils on, Dennis) H. 
inc .be ster, Thomas P . 
inn, Ulysses G. 

Wisdom,Dew M. 
Wolfe ,Nick , 

olfenberger, i lliam s . 
Wood, w. w. 
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Wood,Jame s R. 
lorrall,Philip J . (Agent) 

Wright, Th omas L . 
Williams, Chas. B. 

Yantis" J ames A. 
Young,Jno.T. 

Zeve1y ,J a s. • 

4468. 

Ardmo re , Indi an Terr itory . 
Du r ant , I . T . 
S .Me Al e s t er , I . T . 
s . ~cAles ter , I . T . 
Cr ai g , Mi s sou ri . 
Dur ant , I . T . 
Vi n i ta , I . T . 
Ft . Smit h , r kansas 

da , I ndian Te rrito ry . 
Muskcgee , I . T . 

Tish omingp , I . T . 
Muskogee , I . T . 
Okmulgee , I . T . 
Coalgat e , I . T . 
Claremo re , I . T. 
Ti shomingo , I . T . 

S . McAlester , I . T . 

s . cAlester~ I . T . 
Ti shomi ngo , I . T . 

] uskogee , Indi an Ter r i to ry . 



FIFTY- EIGHTH CONGRESS , 
Third Session. 

-------------------
COWRESS OF TH:E UNI TED STATES . 

In the House of Representatives . 

January 2? , 1905 . 

RESOLVES , That -tre Secre t a ry of t~ Interior be , 

and he i s ooreby reques ted , if not i n compatible with 

public interests, to inf arm t.he House of Representa­

tives whetmr or not any member of tle Commissfon to 

t.be Five CiVilized Tribe s in tm Indian Terri tory , 

commonly known as the Dawes Commission , or any clerk 

or employee in the Indian ervice i n the Indian Terr itory , 

who are required to make oath th a t trey ha ve no finan­

cial i nterest with any perso n or corporation deal.ing 

in Indian lands, as required by Act of Congress 

appr aved April twenty-first, nine teen hundred and 

four, have r efused to make said oath and ha.ve not 

drawn their salary because of such refusal, am 

the name or names of any sue h officer, or employee, 

am metre r he has knowledge of or is in eny way 

advised that any s:1ch officer or employee has been 

or is now engaged in dealing in Indian lands 

through c crparations or otherwise. 

Attest: 

10958 

(signed) S.McDowell, 

Clerk. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No . l0958 Received Dec . 31 , 1904 
Of'f'iee at U . s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territary . v ashington , 
.Tan.28,1905.Secretary.----Enc1oses copy of resolution of House 
of' Representatives requesting informati on as to whet her any em­
ploye in Indian SerVice in Ind . Ter., has refused to take oath 
t.ba t he is not interested in Ind. ian lands directed to report 
the re on • ----



D p TV TT F TH INr ~' 
Offi c e of F i rst Assist ant 

ash i ng to n . 

My Dea r Mr . Bixb y :-

arch 14 ,1905 . 

Dixon H. Bynum, age t Tenty- eight years , a young l awyer 

With some pr a ctic e and g ood ability , i s very an:xious to ge t 

employment a s a l aw cle rk in your serv ic e . He is a son of 

30 

Congressman Bynum with hom I served i n Cong r ess and I feel some 

1 nt ere s t i n t he Ill9. t t e r • If you need h is s e r vices I am conf i dent 

you Wi 11 find him uaeful . 

Let :rre know he th er there is any c hance far him . 

Ver y truly yours , 

Thos . Ryan 

I dont want you to t ake h im unle ss the s ervice actua lly needs h i m. 

Hon . Tams Bi xb y , 
Mus kogee ,I.T. 

yan . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy o o803 Re . Di xon H. Bynum----young 

lawyer,and son of Congressman Bynum , seeking employm n t ti. th 

Mr . Bixby----



D E P A R 

DIRECT. 

l T !F TH I N T 
. ashi ng ton . 

.13:l 

I R • 

I . T . D. ?366-l 06 . September 18 , 1906 . 

The United States n di an Inspector 

for ndi an Terri t ry , \ uskogee , Ind T r • e • 

Sir: 

On .ay 3 , 190 6 , you were directed to make a report 

upon a c opy of a let te r from the Conmissioner of Indian f ­

f airs , dated ~pril 30 , l 06 , submitting quotations from a 

"conf idential personal letter" co ncerning alleged collusion 

betwe en a certa in e plo yee of the Dawes Comrni ss i on and .! • ' . 

Vright , of this city . 

The Department has not r eceived sa id re~ort . You are 

re que s ted to for ard i t a t once , or a copy of your report , 

if one has alre ady been for ar ded , 

Respectfully , 

Jesse 1 • /ilson 
i Ssistant Secret ary . 

(Endorsed ) Union gency # 15329 Receiv~d ~ ep . ?~ ' 1 906 . 
Of fiee of u.s . ndian Ins pe c tor for Ind1 an Terrl t ory . . 
vashi ng t on , D. c. ep t . 18 , 1 9 6 . 3~creta ry • . Call~ ~or lm-
me~ate REPORT on letter f Commis s1 oner I nd1an fra 1rs of 
April 30 , 1 906 , r eferred by D~ p t . ay 3 , l 06 , rel a t i~e ~ 1-
leged collus i on be t een certa1n e mp loye of a es comm1ss 1on 
and ·· . \l . ~ ri ght , of ,/ash i ngto n , D. c. 



D E P R T 

Education 
11998/1907 
11313 " 
16069 " 
20505 tt 

U. s. Indian Inspector 

Sir : 

for Indian Terri t ory , 

uSkogee , I . T. 

1 arch 4 , 1 9 0 7 • 

There is e nclosed herewith a letter addressed to Hr . 

1_32 

Frederick H. Umholtz , advisi ng hi m that his official bond under 

his appointment of February l , 1907 , as Supervisor for the Chic ­

kasaw Nation i n the Indian Terr itory , has been received and ap ­

proved . 

The Department has been requested to accept the res ­

ignation of ·,Ir . George Beck to take eff ect with the day pre ­

ceding that on which r . Umholtz enters on duty . 

Please advise t hi s ffice of the date of termination 

of service of Lr. Bee and t he entrance on duty of r . umholtz . 

Very respectfully , 

c. F. Larrabe e , 
CT rrrG C OJ , I SSI O :JER . 

(ENDORSED) Union gency # 1 6962 Received. 1~Jarch 7, 1 907 . ffi ce 
ot u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territor y. ~a shington , 
D.c. arch 4, 190?. commissioner . el at ive appo i ntment of =red'k 
H. Umholtz , and resigna tion of •. r . Beck. 



APPRAISERS IN CHARGE CF CAMPS , SALARY $110.00 per Month. 

Brunner, J a cob 

Foreman, Grant 

Irish, George H. 

Kessler, Henry c. 

Needles, Homer 

Wi'lliams, w.s . 

Fleming, Ros coe 

Foster, s . w. 

Mueller, M. J • 

Nichols t L. G. 

Price, M. v. 

Raft~ Ray M. 

Stanley, T. o. 

Winters, M. s. 

STATE 

Ne w York 

I l linois 

Mi nnesota 

Wyoming 

Illinois 

Ohio 

Indian Terri tory 

Kansas 

Mi nnesota 

Texas 

Mis sour i 

Ohio 

Missouri 

Arkansas 

RE:MARKS 

Cong . Sherman of New York 
urges retention #9707 . 

7/ 9 Ordered to contest 
Dep t . Gen' l . oftice . 

Excellent man. 

Excellent man. 

Assigned to tre Creek land 
office 7/6/1901 . 

President desires this 
man retained . 

Assigned to camp #5 . 
July 9 ~ 1901. 

A bro . of Senator Foster 
of ashington State . Reten­
tion urged. 

Bishop Whipple desires man 
retained #9996 . 

Assigred to Camp #5 . 
July 9 , 1901. 

Rep . Bento,n of Mo . urges 
retention #9905 . 
A poor clerk and poor 
appr a i ser . 

De sires t o continue in 
service.Possesses c ler ical 
ability. see 10049 . 

As si gm d t o survey camp #5 
as surveyor.w. D. Christi a n 
on l eave. 

Cong.Little of Ark .desires 
this man r etaine d #98 97. 



(Appraisers in Charge of Camps) 

Allen, Andrew 

.134 
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Inlian Terri tory Assigned to Camp 5 as 1st 
teamster.July 5,1901. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .53 Relative----List of employees engag­
ed in appraisement of lands and estimating timber.----
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Th iOR.ANDUM. 

hile I belie vc that the enactment of all of the se c tions 

of the bill , as ind · t d lCa e i n my 1 tte r , would racilita te the work 

of t~ Com Iissi on, t h f 11 · o ow1ng se c tions are mos t es senti a l to 

the comp letion of t~ work : 

e c t i on 1 : Closing ci t izenship r olls . 1m. effort has 

been made to attach this provis i on to t he Indian 

bill in t he enate . 

ppropri at i on 

ecti on 3 : Advanci ng Che ro k e r e dm injunc t i on 

suit on court do c ket . 

ec tion 4 . Amends ~nid and Anada r ko ct . 

Se cti on 9 . Pr ovidi ng that Court shall designate home -

stead fro m allot ments of deceased Creeks , where issue born since 

Kay 25 , 1901 . 

ection 10 . hat patents to de ceased al lottees shal l 

issue in name of such deceased al lottee . 

ecti on 12 .• Issuance of deeds in eminol e a tion , and 

designation of home steads . 

ecti on 13 . urplus l and in em i nole Nati on to be al-

lotted to ne borns . 

Se ction 11. rovidi ng t .bat · 50 0 , 000 set apart as s chool 

tuDd in Seminole ~a ti on be r turned to gene ral fund ; for p r 

capita payment of ' 200 , and prov iding for use of sufficient princi­

pal to equalize loss in i nterest on i estcd funds . 

Section 15. Appointment of pub lic administra tor in 

Seminole Nation. 

Section 17 . , + n ds to em inole Nation law au t hori zi ng 

of townsit es by pr 1vate parties; makes such p latti ng 
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in any nation unla ful except by consent or ecretary of Int erior. 

ection 18 . Conveyance of lands r eserved f rom allot-

ment provide d f or. 

ecti on 19 . ecretary of Int eri or to a ct in place 

of any chief or governor f iling or refusing . 

Sec t i on 2 0. Co issi on to se cure and record all deeds 

to town lots i n Choc taw and Chickasaw Nati ons , and all other 

deeds; de eds t o be approv ed by e ere tary of Interior and t o conve y 

title. 

Sec t i on 21 . Unlawful for any recorder to record any 

unapprove d deed , or deed to land not alienable . 

Sec t i on 27 . Trib indebtednesses to be pa i d under 

dire ction o~ Secre t ary . 

Sec t i on 28 . On dissolut ion of tri b g o vernments , u. 

s. to purchase tr i b a l public property ; appraisement . 

ec t i on 29 . Res i due of lands in a ll trib es to be sold 

and money us ed in equalizing al lotments as far as nee ssar y . 

Sec t i on 20 . Dis tri bu t ion of tribal funds . 

(Endorse d) Union gen cy o . 862 . Re l ative-- nrollment of . Indians­
re. sections of t he bill, mos t essential to t.hc comple t 1on of the 
work.----
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