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D E P ~ R T v E N T OF THE I N T E R I OR . 
COiv1MISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

Washington, Februar y 21, 1898. 

Honorable T. B. Needles , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory . 

My dear Mr . Needles: 

The Indian ppropriation Act, now pending , on page 58 , com-

mencing at line 22, oont Bins the fol lowing provision : 

"The roll of Creek freedmen made by J . W. Dunn , under auth 

ority of the United States , prior to arch 14th , 186? , is hereby 

confirmed, and said Commission is directed to enroll all persons 

now living whose names are found on said rolls, and all descendants 

born since the date of said roll to persons whose names are found 

thereon, with such other persons of African descent as may have 

been rightfully admitted by the lawful authorit es of the Creek 

Nat ion." 

It wi ll, therefore, be necessary for the Commds s ion to make 

a separate and distinct roll of Creek Fr eedmen . In order to ex

pedite matters, the clerks should take all the Creek cards , go 

over them very carefully, and pick out al l cards containing the 

names of freedmen. It might be well , also , to stamp such eards----

"Freedmen" to guard against their los s among other cards . sep-

arate index should be made of these freedmen. For the present 

this could be done by using one of the indexes I send you to- dey- , 

and when the new indexes are prepared, the names can be trm sfered . 

It will be necessary, however, to have a temporary index. 

Yours, very truly, 

Tams Bixby. 

Acting Chairman. 

(Endorsed) # 338, Commission to Five Tribes. luskogee , !eceived 
•eb. 28, 1898. Biaby, Tams, ashington 2/21/98 Directs the separa 
~ ot hers in'creek Nation . 
tinn o~ ~~ ~nmAn cards from ----------~--~--



EXECUTIVE OFFICE MUSKOGEE NATION. 

******** 

Okmulgee, I . T. JUly 19th , 1898. 

Tams Bixby 

Actg. Chairman 

Commission to the 5 Civilized Tribes. 

Sir:-

I am not ready yet to repmy to you concerning your request for 

Creek citizenship roll as I promised to do for the reason that 

the convention can not consider the same unless your commission 

furnish them in vriti ng for what re ason t hey require to enroll 

the Creek citizens. 

D. C. iiatson 
Privt. Sect'y. 

Yours truly, 

Isparhecher 
Prin.Chief , • N. 

(Endorsed) # 593, Commission to Five Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma . 
Received in field. Isparhecher, Okmulgee, 7/19/98. Rel. To Creek 

rolls, cannot deliver until reason is given for their surrender. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE MUSKOGEE NATION. 

Okmulgee, I . T. July 21st . 1898. 

Co:nmi ssion to the 

Five Civilized Tribes , 

Sirs :-

The convention has adopted a resolution re -

questing me to furnish you with the citizen~hip rolls of the 

Creek Nation, but be,ore I do so, I would respec tfully inf orm 

you that I will furnish you rolls of the several 47 towns one 

by one as the representatives of each town apply to me for t heir 

town roll in order that they may be present before you while 

taking census of each town and see that the right and lawful 

citizens are enrolled. Therefore I will awa it the members of 

each town to call foD their town roll each and I wi ll be ready 

to comply--

D.C • . • 
P.S. 

Respectfully, 

Isparhecher 
Prin. Cheif , M. N. 

( Endorsed) # 594 Commission to Five Tribes, Received in f~eld 
Iaparhecher, Okmulgee, 7/29/98. Rel . To turning rol l s over to 
Town Kings. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI OR, 

OFFICE OF U.S.INDIAN I NSPECTOR , 
For 

INDIAN TERRITORY, 

Musoogee, Ini.Ter., Deo. 23 ,1898 . 

Hon.Isparhecher, 

Sir· 
' 

Principal Chief Creek Nation, 
Okmul~ee, Ini .Ter. 

My attention has been called to seve ral warrants issue d by you 

iate iuri~ tbe pre sent month for pay of s er v ic es of "Li~hthorse

men" and other court officers, rrom Sep t ember 4 , to December 

4,1898. 

As the- Act of Collt!;ress approved J une 28 ,18 98, known to you as 

the Curtis Bill, abolishe d all tribal Courts in t he Creek Nation 

on October 1,1898, I have to respect f ully request that you advise 

me in reference ·to the · is suing of t he se arran t s villi ch appears to 

provtte for paymen t of salaries af t er su ch positi ons have been 

abolishei by the law above r ef erred to. 

An early reply is desirea. 

Very r e sp ectfully, 

J.Geo.Wri ght, 

U. S.Ind i an I nspec tor 

For I nd i an Terri tory . 



Hon.J .Geo. Vri~ht 
U.S.Ini.Inspectar 

Muso~ee ,I.T. 

Dear Sir; 

Okmulgee , I.T. Janua ry 4th ,l899 

On my return to t~ office from home where 

I went after adjour~nt far much needed rest from t he fatigue of 

attendance on tl~ u. s .courts in t heir i n ves tigations of tbe Creek 

Warrant fraud, and tbe duties devolving on me during the recent 

session of the national. council, I found your letter of the 23rd , 

December 1898., inq uirin~ of the issuance of certain Creek 

warrants by Ill9 for payment of Lighthorsemen for the t irre embraced 

in the 4th of September and tJ::e 4th of Dec.l898 . I n answer I 

respectfully state t hat v.hi le · I have heard muc h said about the 

abolisbmen t of t h e courts of the nation , I have never as yet been 

definitely officially i nforme d by the government that said courts 

were now at an e nd and must no longe r exerc ise t heir functions a s 

such, as I have expected. For t hat reason I have tho~ht it 

regular and proper to await such formal notice , and while awaiting 

such notice, I have i ssued nati onal warrants to. some of' the court 

and othe officials in fulfillment of appropriati ons made by t he 

national council of Octob er 189?. and vvh ich Vi e r e for their pay 

for t he official year ending De c.4,1898.; th is accounts for the 

appearance of t he warrants of wh ich I regard as en titled to respect 

as valid obligations of the nation. 

D.c.watson &'1 
D7liV <:l -n-

I am very Re spectf ully 

Isparhecher 

Pri n .Ch ief . M. N . 



Sapulpa Jan. 5 ,l899 

To the Hon. Dawes Comrnissiorers: 

Tie tbe un:1 ersig ne d citizens of the creek nation petition 

to you against :Mrs . Al abama Norman, :Mrs . Sammie owell and 

baby , Mrs . Rena eaver and baby as being pla ced on the Creek 

r olls through fraud and can prove that there parties bas never 

applie d for citiz enship a s being Creek citizens, and we do here 

by respectfully petition you to have this matter investigated by 

your Hon . body and the wi tresses that 1e c an prove tbe se facts 

by are N. G. Gregory , and wife , Sapul pa , x-Prosecut ing ttorney , 

Stand aitie of Red Fork , Ex- Prosecuting At torney , Taylor Turner , 

Ex- Judge , Dick Bruner of Tuskesee; • and Mrs. G. P . anger of 

Sapulpa , Hon . s . · . Bro vn , Sapulpa and e do certify that the fore 

@)ing facts can be proven beyond a resonable doubt t hat the na.ID3s 

Mrs . Norn:an , Mrs . Ponell , and Mrs. 'eaver bas never filed any papers 

before the council are your honable (S ic) body as being ci tizen 

of the Creek Nation ; and can prove by tm said vlitnesses that 

Mrs . Norman promised to pay a co unci 1 member t wenty five dollar s 

to enroll her and her daughters on the creEk rolls 

2068 

1:illie Aubrey 

Chas . T . Bailey 

James Sapulpa 

Elizabeth Sapulpa 

Reese Harvison 

Jim (his x mark) Crow 

Jennie Brown 

Moser Hardy 



Sanford Perryman 

Wai ttie Beaver

rr urke y Sam 

J".I.Younger 

c.W. Morgan 

Loda Fifer 

Jimmie Fi f e 

Joe Beaver 

~· . A. Sapulpa . 

-2-

--The Chie f knows of t he f r aud. 

2068 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE MUSK OG'EE NATION. · 

Mus ccgee , I . T . 

Jany .14 ,1899 . 

Hon.Tams Bixby, 

Sir: 

Asst.Chairman Dawes Commission , 

Mus ko gee , I • T • 

I desire respectfully to ask your of fi ci a l attention to 

statements recently made to me that Mrs . Norman , Sam Powell and 

Rena -: eaver had secure d admission and enrollment on the Creek · 

census rolls through f raud. It appe ars if. the statements are 

true, that these persons obtained from sorre authority possibly 

a town chief, recognition and enrollrrent a s Cre ek citizens , and -

have for quite a while past been so recognized . As is stat e d 

in complaints made to this office, t hese persons claims as Creek 

are based upon an unsupported a lleged r elationship supposed to 

subsist between themselves and certain otmrs in the nation 

whose rights are not questioned by any one . George P . Sanger of 

Sapulpa, this nation, alleges th e. sub starce of the things above 

stated, and furnishes the following name s of persons , who he writes , 

wi 11 be important witnesses in th~ case, namely - :NJr and Mrs . 

Noah Gregory, Mr. and Mrs.Geo.P.Sanger, all of Sapulpa t his nation 

and Thos .J . Adams of Okmulgee. !hen the mat t er af making up the 

citizenship rolls of the Creek Nation in the cours e of your of

ficial duties be reached, I ask that this matter be not over1ooked 

2068 
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and that that be dom, wh ich after a f ull and fair inve stigation 

shall seem to be fai r and just t o al l in interest . 

D. C • 1• at son , 

Priv. decy . 

Very respectfully , 

Isparhe cher 

Pri n . Chief . M. N. 

(Endorsed) Uni~ Agen0,1 o. 2068 Commission to F ive Trib es.Re c d . 
Jan.l8,1899 Isparhecher, Prin .Chief Creeks 1/14/99----Relative 
enrollment of Norman, Sam Powell and Rena eaver.----



·c Dermott , I . T . 

Jan. 26 , 1899 

Dawes Commission , 

uskogee , I . T . 

Gentlemen: 

I here I i th encl osed om Susan { ind for enroll.J:rent i n the Creek 

Roll who 1as b orn Sept . 22 , 18 98 and has not been enrolled • . 

Name-- Town 

Susan ind Broken Arrow 

Yours respectfully , 

George , ind . 

Father 

Geor ge find 
Curse tta 

Mothe r 

r .. Iary II ind 
Bro ken Arro If 

Belong s to Broke n Arrow , 6 man t .bs old • 

For further infortmtion 'v.rite rre a t McDurmott , I . T . 

George ind. 

P. S. If this accepted notify Ire a t once . 

P.o. 
cDer

mott . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency o . 2230 Recd. Jan . 30 , 1899 Geo rge ind , 
McDermott , I . T . Jan . 26 , 1899 .----Rel . to enrollment of a new born . --- -



633 
Ini,Tir';Di'v, 

The Secretary of the Interior, 

Sir; 

March 18 , 1899-. 

Unier your r ef erence of the 13th i nst., I have consi er

ei the question of your authority to approve l eases for grazi~ 

purposes made by indiviiuals, Claimi~ ci tizenship in the Creek 

Nation, of lanis in sai a nation, before sai lands are selected 

by the In.iians or set apart unier department al re~lat ions of Oc

tober 7, 1898, as the lands to be allotte to t hem, 

This matter arises upon the written appl ication of P. 

Porter & Co, for t he approval by J'OU of a lease to t hem for ~raz

in~ purposes ma ie by Frank Carolinar and Matil a , his wife , for 

themselves and ei~t minor chiluren, ran~in~ i n a~e from one month 

to ei~hteen years, of certain lands i n the Creek Nati on , 

It is represent.ed in this applic at i on by Porter &. Co , 

that Carolinar and his family are citiz ens of the Creek Nation ; 

that the lani embraced in such lease is not more t han the approx

imate share of the lants of the tribe to which Carol inar an ·his 

tamily are entitled; that Carolinar has obl~ ated himself in his 

own behalf ani in behalf of .his family to select the lands embraced 

61 
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in saii lease as their allotments, em.i at t~ time of makin~ 

such lease maie a written de claration un•er oath to that effect . 

The application is not verifiei, nor is it statei whether Caro

linar ani his family are in possession or the lands leased , or 

whether the lancis are at!;ricultural, t!;razin~ or mineral in charac

ter, or whether they are occupiei, claime• or desired for allot

ment by other citizens of the tribe, or whether other In ians 

have maie like leases thereof, and like declarations of intention 

to select the same as allotments. No showi~ is made by the 

Carolinars. 

Unier the said: act or June 28, 1898 (30 Stat., 495) , 

the duty of" G.eterminin& who are entitled to allo'bnents and of 

alloti~ the lanis or the tribe in severalty to its citizens or 

members, devolves primarily upon the Commission to the Five Civ

ilized Tribes, and t~ regulations before mentioned were adopte 

for the ~iiance of sai G. commission. 

Section 16 of saii act cont ains a general provision 

to the effect that no rents or royalties on any lan ds belong

in~ to any or the Five Civilizei Tribes in t.re Indian Territory 

shall be paii to the tribe or to any indiviiual thereof, a nd is 

followed by this provise; 

Providei, That where any citizen s hal.l be in possess ion 

o-r only such amount of at;ricultural or ~razin~ lands as would be 

his just ani reasonable share of the lands of· his na tion or tribe 

11 
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ani that to which his 1¥ife ana! minor children are entitled , he 
may continue to use the same or receive tbe rents thereon until 
allotment has been maie to him. 

Section 17 of saii act makes it unlawtul for any cit

izen of' any of said tribes to enclose or di rec_tly or indirectly 

hol4 possession of any greater amount of lands belon~ing to the 

tribe than th at which wouli be the approximate share of ·himself 

ani family 1 accord.i~ to the a1lotment.s provided for in s ai 

act, ani makes it a misdeameanor far any citizen to be in 

possession of a greater qu;.anti ty of: lands at tre. expira tion of 

nine months after the pas_sa~e of t ,he act, which reriod expires 

J4areh 28,1899. 

Section 23 of saii act declares voi all a gricultural 

or ~razi~ leases of lan•s belon~ing to any of· said tribes ma 

after January 1,1898, an i ieclares ~hat grazi~ leases of such 

lanis maie prior to that time shall tenninate April 1 11899, 

ani that a~ricultura]. leases mate prior to t .hat tiJJJe shall ter-

mi~ate January 1, 1900. This section thell contains the followi~ : 

But this sh~l not prevent individuals from leasi~ 
their allotments when made to tllem as .provide in this act , nor 
from occupyi~ or rentin! their proportionate shares of t be tribal 
lan~ until t ~ allotments herein proviied for are IDBde . 

·Referrin! to these sections, it is saii in the re~a

t ions above men.tionei; 

"l 
\ 



Construi~ the first proTiso in section 16 with t he lan
!U&~e found. in the latter part o~ section 23, it is cle ar t hat 
no member is authorized, prior to allotment, to r ent his s hare of 
t.t. lands and that ot his :family, as aforesai , unle ss he be in 
possession and occupyin~ t~ same as his hon:estea , or t he same be 
in ~oo4 f'ai th selecte• by him and in soirJe ay set a part to him a s 
the lani to be allottei to him. 

The only provision affirmatively authorizin~ t he leasi~ 

or rentin~ of' grazin~ and a~ricultural lands is that found in the 

first proviso to section 16, an it is limited to l an s in t h 

possess ion of' a citizen, not exceedi~ the just an r easonabl 

share to which he ani his family are entitlei, of' wh ich i t i s s aid ; 

•he may continue to use the same· or receive the rents t her eon un

til allotment has been ma e to him.• 

The latter portion of section 23 oes not purport to 

affirmatively authorize the leasi~ or · renti~ of any l a n s, but 

!1Yen its natural and oriinary si~ificance, is inten e to save 

from the ~eneral prohibition a~ainst leasing , containe in t hat 

section, the privile!e elsewhere ~iven .to in ' ivi ual citizens of 

rent~ their proportionate shares of the tribal lands until al

lotment. · Consiieri~ that the leas~ privile~e affirmatively 

acooriei to intiviiual citizens by section 16 is limited to lands 

of which they have possession, the langua~e in the latter part 

ot section 23 ices not seem to have been intende to authori ze 

the leasin~ of lanis by indiviiuals who are not, ani have not been, 



in possession thereof, am which have not been identif'iei in a.ny 

authorizei way as selected for allotment by such individual 

Iniians. 

I am of opinion that tbe laase of P.Porter & Co. 

shouli not be approved by you. 

Approvei March 16, 1899. 

(Si~ei) Thos.Ryan 

Very respectfully, 

Willis VanDeyanter 

Assistant Attorney Ge neral 



Col. Ben T. Duval, 

Ft.Smith,.Ark. 

Dear S ir:-

Unio,n Agency, 

Muscogee, I . T. 

March 20 , 1899 . 

Immediately upon receipt o:f your lett.er- , I called upon Mr. 

John Lieber and. he stated that be wrote you yesterday in refer-

ence to his interview with Inspector irig ht . I also called 

personally up0n Mr. "/right apd submitted him your letter to me . 

He stated substantially that he thought when the time of pay-

ment arrived all you had to do was to present your warrant for pay

DEnt, ala:> a certified · copy of the Creek Act allowing you your 

tee, and which was approved by the President , and a lso a copy 

of your contra ct with Ghie f Isparheche r , as be thought that these 

t.hree papers, perhaps with an affid a vit from your seli" that you 

had performed the .service, would secure payment of your warrants , 

and I ~ncur with h i m in opinion. I do n ot think any more could 

or would be re quired of you . He further said that he supposed 

that you would have to await your turn and tha t m knew of no way 

by which you could raise money on your warrants at this time , 

unless you could hypothecate t hem vl.ith so:rr.e person and se cure 

money on t.he same. I do not think tm re could be any doubt about 

their payment and I believe that any person who would g rant you 

money on your warrants would be pe rfectly safe in doing so . I 

Will write to Chief Isparhec.ter at o nee and tell him that under 

--Press Book no. 1-letter 304.--
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the circumstances I think m ought to issue your second warrant, 

or second partial paynen t a t thi s time . 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. ·fisdcm . 

U. S. Indian Agent . 

\ 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book no. 1-letter 304-Mus k ogee,Okla . 



Hon. Isparhecher, 

Pri n . Chie f Creek Nation, 

Okmulgee, I. T. 

Dear Sir: -

Union Agency, 

Muscogee, I . T . 

arch 20, 1899 . 

Col . Ben T . Duval bas writ ten to rre a le·tter in wh ic h he 

states that the Creek cases of citiz enship will come up before 

the u . s . Court at Washington,n . c . on the 27th instant, and that 

he is very much in need of money to pay for printing briefs and 

other expenses incurred by him and t ha t t here fore be earnestly 

requests me to write to you to is sue him a second warrant for one-

hal;f of tbe balance of t h3 fee due him ; that i s to say, t hat you 

issue him a second \'?arrant for $833 . 33 , and tha t be thinks .he can 

hypo thecate it and secure suf fie ie n t mane y to p r operly present 

the issues in behalf of the Creek Nation in citizenship cases . 

I trust you will find it convenient and in accordance with 

your view of right and justice to issue said warrant to .Col . 

Duval, as I an personally a ware tm t m needs the money. I 

have received assurance that if the Creek citizen c ases are 

properly presented before the Supreme Court , the Nation will 

defeat the applicants and g ain a victory. 

Very r espectfully, 

D. M. · Jisdom. 
U. S . Indi a n gent. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book no . 1-Muskogee , Okl a .Letter 30 5 . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washi~ton. 

J .Geort;e 'lr~ht 

u.s.Initan Inspector 
tor the Iniian Territory, 

Muscot;ee, Ini.Ter. 

Sir; 

March 20, 1899. 

The application of P.Porter & Co., for the approval 

by t~ Department of the lease to them for ~azi~ purposes rna e 

by Frank Carolinar et al. of certain lands in the Creek Nat ion, 

was referrei on the 13th instant to. the Honorable Assistant At-

torney General for the Interior Depart ent for his opinion as to 

the authority of the Secretary to approve such JeJ ases. 

The Department is now in receipt of his opinion, in 

which he holds "that the leasi~ privile~e affirmatively accor -

ei to in4ivi ual citizens by section 16 is limite• to lan s of 

which they have possession, the lan~uage of the latter part of 

section 23 toes not seem to have been inten e to authorize the 

leasi~ of l.B.nis by iniiviiuals who are not, and have not be n 

in possession thereof, ani which have not been i entifie in any 

authorized way as selectet far allotment by such indivi ual In

iians", anci expresses the opinion that said lease shoul not be 

e.pprovei. Said. opinion was approvei by the Dep artnent on the 18th 

instant, and a copy thereof is herewith inclosed for your informa

tion. 

Ini.Ter.Di~. 
701-1899. 

1 Inc1osure. 

Respectfully, 

Thro~h Commissioner ctr Inti an Affairs • 
61 

Thos.Ryan 

Actin~ Secretary. 
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(Eniorsei} Union ~ency Number 61. Received Mar 27 ,189S Office 
ot u.s. IniLrum Inspector for India n Territory. Washington , 
March 20,1899. Secretary.-------APPlication of P. Porter & Co . 
far ~razi~ lease Creek Nation , disapprove& . Encloses copy 
iecision of Asst. Attorney General on matter. 



Union gen cy , 

Muscog ee, I . T. March 21, 18 99 . 

Col . Ben T. Duval, 

Ft • Smith , Ark • 

Dear Sir :-

I have just had a conversation with • I • T • Hut ch i ng s , h o 

ha s just r e turned from - ashi ngto n where .he a r gue d Cheroke e 

citizenship cases before the upreme Cour t . Mr. Hut chings in-

forms me t ha t appellees in c ases brou g ht be f ore the Supr eme Court 

will be a llowed of co urse , amp l e time to file briefs in ans 11 er 

to those f iled by t re appellants , and as you r epresen t the appel

l e es in tbe Creek nation, I am satisf ie d t ha t you Will have 

longer time to f ile your brief t han t m 2 ?th of t h i s month , which 

you ind i c at e d to me i n a f ormer let t er . 

I wrote to Chie f Isparhech er, a s I pr omised you on yeste r d ay ; 

to issue you a second warr ant f or one - third of your pay on the 

fee a l l owed by tm Cre ek Council and I hope he wil l see fi t t o 

do so . 

I kno w t ha t you unde rstand the ma tter of f il ing bri efs i n 

the .:>upreme Court be tter th an I do , but I fe el a d e ep i n t ere s t 

in your success i n t h i s matter and you will pardon me f or mak i ng 

the a bove sugge sti ons , vmich I on t m li ne of f riends hip ' 

solicitu de , e tc . 

(Endorsed ) Union 

Very re s~ c tfully , 
D • r~ • ·. i s do m , 

U. · . Indi an gent . 
Agency Press Book no . 1-- l etter 307 . uskogee , Ok l a . 



Mr.J. )[ .Davis, 

ifalden,I.T. 

1 
Dear S ir:-

Union Agency·, 

1 us cog e e, I • T • 

March 23rd ,l899 . 

In reply to yours of late date , I will say t hat the re is no 

Insane Asylum in t.be Creek Nation. Too re i s however an Insane 

Asylum in the Cberokee Nation :r.ear Tahlequah , a nd if the Indian 

woman you ~_pee:k of is a Cherokee , J?3 rhaps you might make some 

arrangement with t.be Superintendent of the Asylum to recei. ve her 

and give be r proper a tten ti on; but if she is not a C.herokee 

Indian, she could not apply to t.be Cherokee authorities , because 

the Asylum is set apart for Cherokees only . 

So far as this agency is conc erne~ , we have no fund 

out of which we can take care of insane people. It so ha ppens , 

by providence or otbe,rWise, that every community must take care 

of its own insane and incompetent.s where the state .has not already 

provided for rue h people. 

The attention and coriiition of insane people in tte Territory 

has been presented to Congress more than once , .but. thus far 

Congress .has taken no action in the matter , 'but · I presume will 

do so probably at its next session- at least I hope so . 

Approved; 
J .Geo. Jri ght, 

U . S .Indian Inspector. 

Very r espe ctfully , 
D. M. Wisdom. 
U. s . I ndian Agent.-

(Endorsed)union agency book no. 1 letter 3~9 nff sk 
- ..... • !v!U agee' Okla • 



Un ion gency , 

us cog e e , I • T • 

1arch 28 , 189 9 . 

Col . Ben T. Duval , 

Ft . Smit h , rk . 

Dear Sir :-

Enclose d berewi th I send you Creek warrant //3274 for :;.;833 . 35 

bei ng seco nd payment t o you for servic es rendered as attorney 

f or the Cr eek Nation in cit i zenship cases . 

I am pleased to be abl e to send you th i s warrant and as the 

a ct a llowing the s ame ha s b een approved by the President of the 

u.s ., you ought t o have no diff i cul ty i n hypothecating it and 

r a i s i ng money or i n ne gotiati ng it :for nearly its fact value . I 

regard it a s absolutely g ood . 

At th is time r . Ze vely i s t aking a list of warrant s issued 

a nd due by the Cr§e k Nati on , ani I would adVise you to send th i s 

warrant a t onc e to lVTr .. h itlow, auditor a t Eufaula , I . T ., and 

have it audited and t hen have its number e·t c . sent to Mr . Ze ve ly , 

so t hat it c a n be li s t e d as part of the indebtedness of the Creek 

Nati on. It i s i mportant t hat it shou l d be listed or registered 

with Mr . Zevely and within a short time , I am sati.sfied all s,uch 

warrants ·:rill be paid in f'ull . 

Ve r y r e spectf ully , 
D. M. isdom , 
U. S . I ndi an Agent . 

p . s . My l ette r to Chie~ Isparheche r no doub t s e cure d the arrant , 
or its issuance . The address of Mr . Ze vely is- .T . g. zeve ly , Spe ci a l 
In~ec tor ,Musc ogee , I •• 

(End orsed ) Union Agen cy Press Book no . l - l e tter 38 7 . Muskogee , Ok1a . 



Claude IT . Ben nett , ' sq ., Mgr ., 

# 609--14th Str ., 

lashing t on , D. C. 

De a r S ir :-

Union Agency , 

usc ogee , I . T., Apr i l 4 , 1899 9 

Yours r e ceive d i n ·h i ch you state t hat one TI . R. Alle n of 

Geor g i a , \no i s a des cenden t o f a Cr eek Ind i a n , desires to find out 

be t her he rc a n co l lect a ny more y f r om t he g overnment on ac c ount 

of his member ship i n sai d t r ibe . 

You are respectfu lly i nfor me d that it ill be nece s sary for 

Mr . Allen to ha ve h is name and t hat of his f an ily enrolled upon the 

authenticate d roll o f t he Creek t r i be of Indi ans before he will 

be entitled to receive any mone y f r om t he Creek 1ation or any 

money f rom t.be government due i ndi v i dua l Indi ans of sai d tribe . I 

have no roll of t he Cr e ek tribe of I nd i ans in my possess i on a t 

this time , a s all of my ro l ls were destro yed b y fire on Feb . 23r d 

l ast , and t he r efore I am unabl e to r e fe r to t hem to see hethe r 

the naroo of Inr . Alle n is on s a id ro l l s or n ot . I f -r . Al l e n i s 

really a Cre ek I n di an by b lood and ha s n ot b e e n enro lled , he shoul d 

immediately a tten d to t ha t mat t er by commun ic at i ng ~th t he 

Dawes Commission , Iv uscogee , I . T ., and i t is due t o c andor to say 

that unless Mr . All en c an make ou t a cl a i m b ased both up on blood 

and residence , it will be diffic ult for h i m to se cu r e membership 

in said tribe of I ndians . 

--press book no . 2 lette r 481 .--
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Should there be any partie s in th i s se c t i on who desire to ob

-tain informat ion t hr ough you or in tiE various departments a t 

ashingto n , I will t ake g r eat pleasure in g iving them your address . 

espe c t fully , 

D. H. '7fisdom , 

u. s . I ndi an Agent . 

P.S. The Rolls of s orne of t m Tribes may b e found in Indian 

Office, ifa shing t on , D, C. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Pre s s Book No. 2 Lette r 48l.Musk ogee , Okl a . 



Union gency , 

Mus c ogee , I . T ., April 5th , 1899 . 

Marti n Smith , 

Senora , I . T . 

Dear S ir :-

Yours received i n which you a sk t he f ollo l i ng question : 

"How i s it that pauldiP.g &. Co . o'f C.he cot ab. can lease a pasture , 

whe n we are n ot allowed to do it?" You further state t h a t said 

Spauld i ng & Co . clai m all t .he ti mber and fence around t he pa s t ure 

and t hat you fenced the pasture about three years ago and bu ilt 
} 

the t ank and paid our own money for the same and rr . Spaulding 

claims it al l . You futhe r state that he ba s a lot of Texas negroes 

to t ake 160 acres of land in s a id pa stur e Fh ich is lmo m as the 

r.1artin Smi th pas ture , and is abou t four miles square . 

I of co urse , know nothirg about the right t h at Spauld i ng & 

Co . have to such pasture , timbe r , fences , etc . If you desire the 

matter to be i nvesti gated , you s hould make out a mor e specific 

statement , s worn to , and support i t by proof , and t h en i nvestiga

t i on will doubtless be ordered by t h i s agenc T to protect you if 

you need protection , as to any c l i m you ma· .have on sai d pasture , 

t i mber and fenc,e . 

Approved : 

J . Geo . Hright , 
U. S . Indian Inspector. 

Very r espectfully , 

D. H. '.i isdom, 
U. S . Indi an Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy Press Book I o . 2 . Letter 483 . Euskogee , Okla . 



Executive Office 

Hon . J . Geo . ' /right : 

u.s. lnd , Inspector . 

us kogee a ti on . 

okmulgee Ind . Ter . 
pril 6 , 1 899 . 

Mu sk oge e , I . T . , 

Sir :-

I am cur r ently i nformed that the Se cret ary of t he In

terior has r entere d (Sic) h i s deciss i on rel ative to the introd-

uction o f cattle in t o t he I nd i an Country . 

For the i nfor mation of my people you are re s p ec tfully 

a s ked to furn i sh thi s Of f ice a c opy of the l ate decission (S ic ) 

o f 3ecret a r y . 

In r epl y to your re que s t made to this Office through 

~:r . ells , wi 11 say tha t t his offic e at any time be re ady to 

appoi n t one e mber of t he v1u skoge e Nation to a c t as commis s i oner 

in lay ing and platti ng t he t ow n of Muskogee . 

Please advi c e t i s ofl' ice a t once when t h e appoi nt ment 

is ma de by the Secre t ary of t h e In t er ior . 

Ans wer the e nclo s e letter . 

Very respectf ully , 
Isparhe cher 
Prin . Chi ef , ~ . r., 

{Endorsed) Union 1 genc y # 628 Receive d pr il 10 , 1899 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspector f or Indi an Territor y . Okmul gee , I . T. 
april 6 , 18 99 . Ispar he cher , Pr i n . Chief , .r . /n , ants c opy of 
Secreta ry ' s ruling r el a tive t o i ntr oducti on of ca t t l e . 



Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Washington, April 6 ,18 99. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Int e ri or. 

Sir; 

Encloseci, herewith, is a r ep ort of March 28 ,18 99·, from 

Hon.T~s Bixby, Actin~ Chairman of the Dawe s Commission , transmit 

ti~ a ira~ht of propose cl ameneents to t be r ules and regulations 

of October 7,1898, prescribe d by t he Secretary of the Interior to 

~overn the selections and rent in~ of prospective a l lotments of lands 

in the Indian Territory. These ameniments re l a te, exc lusively , to 

the selection ani rentin~ of prospec t i ve allotments of lands in that 

part of the Iniian Territory occupie d by tbe Cher okee and Creek 

. Nations, ani are similar, i n their pr ovi sions, t o t~ amendments 

approved by the Acti~ Secre t a ry of t he Interior on Mar ch 18 , 1899 , 

to apply to the Choctaw and. Ch ickasaw Nati ons . 

In connection with this matter, there is enclosed ; herewith 

report of March 29, 1899, from Inspector r ight, transmi tti~ a 

letter of March 27,1899, to him, from t h e Principal Chief of the 

Creek Nation, who, in protesti~ a~ainst the method of p rovi i~ 

far t~ selectioB ot allotments, etc., states t ha t ca ttlemen f rom 

Texas are maki~ a ma.d. rush amo~ the people whom t h ey pers uade, in 
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Many cases, to permit them to select for them their prospective al

lotmn ts of land, upon t~ understand!~ that for a barely nominal 

sum of money, per acre, t.be solicitor shall have the use of the 

~rass on the lands so selected, and on which the Creek citizen de

clares he will thereafter locate. 

He further states that another class of impostors is abroad am

o~ the people of the Creek Nation , who , for a consi eration , 

a~rees to select for the citizens the lands that they are to take 

in their allotments, and to thus save them the xpense of ~o ing 

before the Dawes Commission to ~mke their selection , and that in 

both cases where lands have been selected by the cattlemen, an 

by the other class of persons mentioned , parties have been gi ven 

aescriptions of land that is in the occupancy of other citiz ns or 

the n4tion in ~ood faith, or has be en selected in ~oo faith by 

other citizens of the nation for their allotments . 

The views of this office on the question of making thes pr -

liminary allotments are fully expressed in reports , dated October 6 , 

l8g8, and February 13,1899,. anS. the facts stated in the letter of 

the Principal Chief of the Creek Nation show a condition of affairs 

that were foreseen by this office, and foreshadowed in its report 

of October 6~1898. 

With t he se remarks, Mr.Bixby'• report and its enclosure , and 

the report from Inspector Wri~ht, with the letter from the 

Principal Chief of the Creek Nation, are enclosei, herewith, 

for the con-

c. 
'f 
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siieration of the Department. 

It is thou~ht proper to aidt however, that the office 

thinks the very earnest appeal of the Principal Chief of t he 

Creek Nation iemanis very serious and careful consi deration by 

the r.p artm en t. 

(K.s.M.) 
P. 

Very respectfully, 
your obedient servant, 

A.C.Tonner, 
Actin~ Commis s i oner. 



DEPARTMENT OF TH E I NTERIOR 

Washington. 

J .Geor~e Wri~h~. 
u.s.Indian Inspector 

for the Indian TERRITORY 
MUsoogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir; 

4pril 7,1899. 

I am in receipt of your connnunication of the· 29th ul timo , en

closi~ a letter from the Principal Chief of the Creek or Muskoge 

Nation, date the 27th ultimo, protestin~ agains t the selection of 

lanis by citizens of the Creek Nation under the provisions of the 

Act of Co~ress approved June ffi 1 1898, (30 St a t.,495), and p rmit. - · 

tin~ them to rent their proportionate shares "to~ cattlemen or others" . 

You state that t~ Principal Chief has been repeateily inform 

that the Act of Con~ess referred to was no the law in the Creek 

Nation, and that the provisions of the Sffme would be carrie out 

until such time as an a~reement should be entere into between sai 

Nation and the United States government and ratified by Congress , 

or until some other law was enacted. You also report that 

"The proposei selections of land, however, by citizens, under 

the provisions of the present law, simply enable such persons to 

select ani hold their proportionate share of the lands, and therefor 

wouli not interfere with the ri~hts of such perso ns under any 

equitable a~reement which mi~ht be entered into and accepted by 

Con~ess." 

The Commissioner of Iniian Affairs transmitted your said report 

to~ether with the report of the Acti~ Chairman of the Commission 

to the Five Civilizei Tribes, enclosing a draft of proposei 

ameniments to the rules and re~lations of October 7,1898, rela

tive .to the selections by members of the Creek and Cherokee tribes 
16 
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thereunier. 

The Depar'bnen t has uniformly held, and the regulations of 

October 7,1898, expressly declare, amon~ other things, that 

"in or&.er to make such selection of lands by any member of any 
tribe effective an~ valiQ such member, or the head of each family, 
shall be requirea to appear in person at the office within his tribe 
ani to make application to one of the members of said commission, 
or to some one by said commission authorized to act for it in 
performi~ such duty, to have set apart to him the lands selectei 
by him for himself and his wife and minor children; and such app
lication shall be prepared by some ·member of said commission, 
or the person so authorizei , and tha applicant shall be r quire 
to therein make oath that he has, in person, actually been upon 
the land.s so selected by him , ani is fully infor1md as to t.be loca
tion of the same and the character of the soil; that the lan is 
suitable tor a home for himself and family; that he has in goo 
faith selected such lands, an will accept same in allotm nt to 
himself ani family; that no part ar same is lawfully held by any 
other member of the tribe; and thereafter he may occupy, control 
ancl rent the same for any period not excee i~ one year, by any 
one contract, until lands are in fact allotted to him under terms 
of sai act, ani will be protecte• therein by the Government from 
interference by all other persons whomsoever. Selections may b 
made for orphans, incompetents, and prisoners by ~uar i ans an 
relatives." 

It is presumed that tne tribal author·ities of' said Nations 

have been duly notified of the tenns and conditions of said rules 

ani re~ulations, and it is believed that the Commissioner to the 

Five Civilized Tribes, with your cooperation whenever necessary, 

Will be able to cause saii selections to be made as prescribe in 

said re~ula. t1 ons, so tba t the clan~ers pointe cut by the Princ ipal 

Chief will be obviateci. 

A copy oft~ report r:£ the- Commissiorer is herewith enclosed. 

Ia.Ter .. Div. 
975-1899. 

1 inclosure. 

Throu~ t.t. 

Respectfully, 

Commia sione r or Ini ian Affairs. 

E . A.Hit chcock. 

Secretary. 
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(Enlorsei} Union ~ency Number 96 Recei vecl Apr 11,.1899 Office 
of U.S.Intian Ins };ector far Indian Terri tory. Washi~ton April 
rz ,1899 Secretary.----Rela ti ve ~ complaint of 6hief Creek Nat ion 
about protesting a~ainst Citizens selectiQ?; l ands and renti~ to 
cattlemen.----
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
Washington. 

J. George ~right, 
U. s. I ndian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 
Muskcgee, I. T. 

B.pril 8 , 1899. 

TK 

The Department is in receipt of your communic a tion of the 

28th ultimo, tr ansmitting an Act (No. 1) of the recent sp ecial 

session of the Council of the O'reek (or Muskogee) Nation , en

titled "An Act t6 provide for support of Nati onal Boarding 

Schools, and for other purpo ses." 

You recommend that said Act receive favorable considerati on , 

but you call attention to the fact t hat the signatures t o tm Act 

are made by one party, and it "is 
' 

therefore, a copy and not the 

original Act." You also state that you have "re ce ived 21 cts 

of the Creek Council--a ll co pied in a similar manner , " and you 

request to be advised by te l egraph whether you shall forward them 

or return the same to the Creek aut hori tie s for si gnatures by tm 

proper officials. You have this day been directed to forward said 

Acts to the Department for executive action . 

In you r said communic at ion is also enc losed a copy of a let 

ter from the Principal Chief forwardin8 sai d Acts, wherein he 

states that the Council was called for the purpose of canvassing 

the votes cast at the recent election on the question of the 

adoption of the agreement concluded between the Cormnission 1D tha 

Five Civilized Tribes and a commis s ion on thepart oc said Creek 

Nation, and that "in consequence of the meagre information of the 



-2-

voting population on the terms of the agreement and the failure 
of the blank returns to re ach all of the different precints in 
time, some seven or eight precints failed to hold the election, 
and for that reason it was deemed more wise by the Council m t 
to count the votes cast, but that it has been decided to submit 
it tn another vote when all can participate ," 

and that an elec~ion h as been called to be held on the first day 

of May next, and tbat on the 9th of the same month the National 

Comncil would meet to count the votes . 

You also call attention to the provision in section 76 of 

said agreement, which provides that: 

"This agreement shall be binding on the United St ates whan 
ratified by Cobgress, and on the Creek (or Muskogee) Nation , 
party hereto, when ratif ied by the citizens thereof , by a major
ity of the whole number of votes cast by the legal voters of said 
tribe, in the following manner , to wit :. The Principal Chief sh all 
within ten days from the da te hereof make public proclamation 
that the agreement shal l be voted on at a special election to be 
held for that purpose, and shall a ppoint t he necessary of icers 
of each precinct to hold said election." 

And you re quest to be advised whether the elec tion above indica-

ted "would be legal." 

The provision in said section 76, which requires the Princi-

pal Chief to c all an election within ten days from the date of 

said agreement, viz: February lst, 189 9 , and directs him to 

"appoint the necessary of icers of each precinct to hold said 

election," seems to have been complied Vii th, but the other pro

visions in said section for the announcement of the result of 

said election have not been complied with. 

While it may not be illegal for the Chief to call such an 

election, yet inasmuch a s Congress has not ratified said agree 

ment, and may make certain amendments thereto which may need to 

be submitted for ratification or rejection by sa id Nat ion at an 

election to be held in the future, it would appear to be unnec-

1 essary and inexpedient to hold the election as above indicated. 
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If, ho~ever, the National authorities desire an expression 

of the will of the electors, I see no legal objection to 

holding an election which has already been called. 

The Department has decided to waive the irregularities in 

the signatures of the officers to said Acts under the particular 

circumstances set forth by you, but you are directed, as r ecom

mended by the Acting Commissioner, "to advise t he creek author

ities that hereafter the cts pr esented for ap proval must be 

actually signed b y the prope r officers themselves." It would b e 

well for you to repeat the instructions heretofore given by you, 

under the direction of the Department, relative to t he en 0 ross -

ing and signing of the cts by the proper author ities on said 

Nation, and that it will b·e expected that said requirements are 

fully complied with in the future . 

Respectfully, 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
973-1899. 

Through the 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Age ncy, # 103, received pr . 15 , 1899 , office 
of u. s. Ind. Inspector for I . T. lashington, pril 8 , 1899 . 
Secretary . Relative to Creek Acts and election . 
Copy to Isparheaher with letter 4/15. 



Union Agen cy , 

Mus cog e e , I • T. ; 

April 15th , 1899 . 

Hon. P. L. Soper, 

u. s . Attorney, 

V in it a , I • T • 

Dear Sir:-

Replyirg to your letter of tre 14th instant , and in accor-

dance with your request the rei n contaii:ed , I directed Mr . J . 

Fentress Wisdom, cle rk of this agency , to proceed to Smnmit 

and obtain and report to nE such informati on as he could obta in 

in re gard to the introduction of c attle mentione d in my previous 

letter. 

I enclose h:3rewith h is repor t , and it is t he best that can be 

done under the circumstanc es . If I can serve you further in 

this, I shall be glad t o do so. 

Perh~ s s o:rre of t re brands on t .he cattle rna y be secured by 

sending an officer to tre pastures indic ated in my letter , all 

of which are adjacent to Muscoge e , .and as suggested in the clerk ' s 

letter to me, they can be readily identified by their emaciated 

condition. 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. '/ isd om. , 

U. S . Indian Agent • 

Approved; 

J. Geo. V ri ght, 
u. s . Indian Inspector 

(Endorsed) Union Agenqr,Musk ogee,Ok la.Press book no .2-le tter 119 . 



Union Agency , 

[uscogee , I nd . Terry., 

April 15 th , 1899 . 

Honorable Dew M. ' is dam , 

U . • Indian Agent , 

Muscogee , Indi a n Territory . 

S ir:-

Referring to the letter from Honorab l e P . L . oJer , U. S . 

District Attorney , dated t he 14th i nstant , in r eference t o the 

unla 11full introdu ction of c attle into the Cr eek ation an d aski ng 

t hat he be supplied vi th more definite information as to the 

christian names of itherspoon, ashall and Casesy , t he brands 

of tbe cattle introduced and the number of cars and e t c. , I have 

to say t ha t i n complianc e i th your instructions , I visited 

S it , a ::mal l place about eight miles from uscoge e , and where 

the cattle were unloade d, and obtained the f ollowing informat ion ;

T.he christi an name of ashal l is Albert P .; and t he f irm 

name of Casey is J . s . Casey and Bro . Post Office address is 

Hillsboro, exas . 

one i ther sp pon. 

I was unable to learn the c hristi an name of 

The cattle were in numerous brands , none being dis tinct and 

so far a s I could see and le arn no special brand is used by any 

of the cattlemen men tiore d above . Trese c attl e are a ll bou ght 

in Texas and , of course, reta in wha t brands the i r former owners 

had placed upon prior to t e ir shipire nt to the Indian Terri tor y. 

I understand as soon as the cattle ha ve fatternd a particular 

brand will be placed upon each bead fJnd will be knovm as an India n 
Press book no. 2-letter l20(page 121) 
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Terri tory bran d . T.he cattle c an , however , be eas ily recogni zed 

by their thin and anacia ted c ondition ~ 

I learned further that Mr. Witherspoon bas leased and placed 

such cattle a s he has introduced into the Territory in the Bob 

Hawkin's, the Pete Stidham and the Andrew Peter ' s pasture s . 

Mr. Albert P . Rashall has pla ced his c attle in what is known 

as the M. L. Minter pasture , otherwise known as t he Henry Maye s 

ranch. 

J. s . Casey and Bro . ha ve their cattle in a pasture about 

eight ·(8) miles from Mus cog,ee and to the Eas t of Summit switch . 

I re gret to state that the Agent of the M. K. & T. R' y . 

would give me no information hatever about c attle received and 

unloaded at t hat station. I le f t the letter addressed to h i m 

on that subject by you , and requested that be give rra an answer 

to too sane. This .he decl ined to do, but stated tha t he would 

lay the sane before t he o ffi e,ials of t he M. K. & T. R' y for final 

action thereon. 

It was difficult to learn any informat ion in Summit a s it 

is a small p lace and e very one t here is more or le,ss dependent 

upon t he cattlemen for their living, and f or this r easo n are 

reluctant to give any information in re ference t o their business 

affairs, 

Before finishing this re port, I think it proper to add that 

while I was at Summit <a train load o1' t wenty cars of cattle were 

received and unloaded by one HonEr B. Spaulding , a ci tizen of 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. These cattle arter being unloaded 

were driven est to a place rmknown to me. Mr. Sp auldi ng was 

in Summit at tm time of t.he unloading of the cattle and rece:it ved 

press book--no. 2--letter 120-page 121. 
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them in person. 

Mr. Bud T . Kell , U. S . Indian Police, 'fas with me th3. entire 

time I was in Summit and can vouch for the informa t ion here in 

contained. 

Respe ctfully submitted , 

J . Fentress i sdom . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency-.aakogee,Oklahama- press book no . 2 --
letter 121 (page 122) 



Union Agency , 

Mus co gee , I . T . 

April 17th, 1899 . 

Mr. P . M. Avrit , 

Dale , o. T . 

Dear Sir :-

YolEs receive d. I .have no Creek roll in my p ossess ion . 

All the rolls of this office ~ ere de stroyed by fire on t he morning 

of the 23rd of February last , and therefore I cannot refer t o them 

to see hether the naroos of Chas . Chisholm and his t 10 children 

are on said rolls or not . If you ~ant infonna t i on on t his poin t 

you should write direct to the Dawes Commiss i on , Mus c ogee,. I . T . 

Very r espectfully , 

D. M. isdan , 

u. s . I ndi an gent. 

Approved; 

J . Geo • right , 

u. s . Indian Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency- Musko@ee , Oklahoma. Press book no . 2-- 
letter 132. 



Union Agency, 
Muscogee, I . T., June 9th , 1899 . 

Jacob Harrison, U.S.I. P . 

Wewoka, I.T. 
Dear Sir:-

I enclose you herew ith a l etter addressed to Bon . P . L. 

Soper, u.s. Distl!ict At t orney , Vinita , I . T., wbi ch ·ms been 

r eferred to t his of fic e for investigati on and report with the 

return of papers. 

You will not e the. letter st a tes that J . T. Brewer has 

about 100 head of cattl e i n the Creek Nation about six mi l es 

northe ast of Keokuk Falls , Oklaho a Territory , and that the res-

idence or cla im of Mr . Brewer is two miles north and one mile 

west of Keokuk Fall s i n the ac and Fox Agency . 

You are t herefo r e required to make an i mmediate investi-

gation of t h is ma t ter an d report fully to this off ice all facts 

in connection there wi ~. se c t i on 211? of the Re vised statutes 

of the United St ates decla res that--

"Every pe rson who drives or otherwise conveys any horses , 

mules, or cattle to range and reed on any land he longiqs to any 

Indian or Indi an tr i be without the consent of such tr i be , is 

liable to a penal t y of One dollar for each animal of such stock . " 

You a r e enj oine d t o exercise special diligence in order 

that no person or corpor ation shal l attempt or be able to evade 

the above sec t ion of t he Revised s t a tutes , by turning their cattle 

loose on the publ i c doma in. You will tak e particula r car e to 

ascertain whethe r cat t l e have been in t roduced from Texas or else -

where which are infected or li able to be come infected and cause 

injury to domestic cattle. You will r eturn the enclo sed letter 

with your repDrt. 
Very respe ct, ully, 

J . Bl air Shoe nfe l t , Ind . Agt . 
Approved: 

J.Geo. riiht, Ind. Insp . 
(Bndorsedt Union Agency, Press Book , # 3, Letter # 55, uscogee , 

I 



Union Agency, 
Muscogee , I . T., JUne 17th , 1899 . 

E. Schw1tzer , 
Wm. Evans , Et . al . 

Order. 
vs. 

George • Scott 

Complaint .having been filed before me on the lOth day 

of JUne by E. M. Schwi tzer , m. Evans and others , charging that 

George w. Scott had fenced up the public road le ading from Mus

cogee to veb bers Falls via Brusby Mountain , which gre a tly invon

venienced the public by reason of the increase of distance to 

travel between these points ; also that the new route wa s not as 

good as the old one on account of t he creek bottoms , particulars 

·~ich appear more fully in said complaint on file in this of f ice , 

and the same having been by me thoroughly investigated and be

ing well and sufficiently advised as to what orders should be 

made in the premises , it is therefore by me ordered that t he 

said George VI . Scott remove the obstruction to these roads and 

put them in the -same condition they were prior to his fencing them 

up, and that he do this within five days from the date o f service 

of copy or this order ; and a tailure or refusal to remove said 

fences within t he time specified, after notice hereof, the same 

will be removed by an Indian policeman without further notice . 

Approved : 

J. Geo. Wright 
u.s. Indian Inspector . 

J. Blair Shoenfelt 
u.s . Indian Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book# 3 , Letter # 157 , Muskogee , 



Union Agency , 

Mus c ogee , I .rr ., 

June 20th , 1899 . 

T. J . easel , 

McLain , I . T . 

Sir :-

In ans ;er to your co p l aint against i ile y .Gvans e t . al ., 

you are inf onllcd th t t his office is i n re ceipt of a co mmunic e 

tion from toom , i n ~;h ic h they say that t hey are l a :fully i nte r -

married citizens oft 1e Cr eek Nation and the heads of famil ies , 

and a s such heads of families ond interrr.arried citizens , claim 

to have and still ve under the law of the Creek l.at i on , a ri gh t 

to use their i n t eres ts in all Creek property for the purpose of 

supporting and roo.inta ini!€: t l~ir families ; that the cattle you 

complain of are held i n tbe Creek ~ati on and occas i onally drift 

into the Cherokee na t i on where there is no fence , and that a t 

times they are unable "."'it h t heir small force of men to pr event 

them from strayi ng into the Cherokee Na tion ; t hat they are 

not encroaching upon the rights of other citizens ; that the 

cattle in ques t i on are no.t ive catt l e and 1er e rai sed in the 

Indian Terri tory and princ i pal ly in the Cr eek i·ation . 
f 

You will inform t h is office if the above facts are true and 

any additional complaints made by you Ii ll have to be supported by 

artidavits , at ,,-hich time this office 7ill cause further invest i ga

tion to be made as to the alleged violation of the l a ;. 

Very r espe ctfully , 
jpproved : ;r . Blair 'hoenfelt . 

J . Geo . ··;right , U . ~ . Indian Inspector . 
( dorsed) Union Agency Press Book :To. 3 Let t er 192 . !.-=uskogee ,- Okla . 



D EPA R T MEN T 0 F THE I N T E,TI I 
o ... ' • IcE oF n DI.hN ' .L rRs . 

as hi ng ton , June 21 , 1899 . 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of t he I nt erior . 

Sir : 

• 

~nclosed , herewith , is a report of June 14 , 1899 , from 

Inspector ;right , t r ansmit t ing an a ct of the spe c i a l session of 

the national coun cil of the Creek a tion , approved by the Princi 

pal Chief on May 24 , 1899 , appro pr i at i ng $143 in favor of s . w. 
Brown. The act provides tha t t he rinci pa l Chief be , and he is 

authorized to is sue duplicate na tiona l arrant in favor of s . V. 

Brown to replace warrant stolen or lost , a s reported . ro further 

informat ion has been f urnished Inspe ctor .Jr i gh t wi th reference to 

the appropriation , but he rea ches the conclusion t h at the war

rant h ad been is sued to S . • Brown f or the amount whi ch he ha s 

reported has bee n lost or sto l en , and the a ppropri at ion i s for 

the purpos e of furnishin g h i m a du plicate warrant . 

In vie w of the fa ct t hat t h e nation issued a war rant which 

is now outstanding and may be pr esented a t any t i me , and a s the 

nation by the i s uance of such warr ant discharged its obligation , 

Inspector right recommends t hat the .a ct be dis approved . 
, 

In Inspector · r ight ' s r e comne ndation t he offi ce fully coh-

curs , and the act is therefore transmitted with the recommendation 

t hat it be submitted to the r esident with request that he d i sa -

pprove the same . 
Very re~pectfully , 

Your obedient servan t , 
l . • Janes , 

(K .s . M. )P . commissioner . 
(Endorsed» Union 1gency # 234 , Re ceived Jul . 5 , 1899 , Off ice of 
U.S . Ind. Insp . for I . T . 1 ash1ngton, June 30 , l 899 . Secretary . 

reek Act to Da y s . • . Brown for warrant lost , disapproved . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

Washington. 

United States Indian Inspector 

tor the Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

June 23, 1899. 

F. 

The Department is in receipt or your communicat ion of t he 

7th instant, forwarding a report from Special Inspe ctor J. w. 
Zevely, in which he states that several acts of the Creek Coun

cil make appropriations with the following proviso, namely: 

"Provided that said sums shall be pa id out under such rules and 

regulations as the Secretary of the Interior shall prescribe , " 

and that the tribal authorities of said Nat ion have issued war -

rants under a part of said appropriations in the s ame manner as 

heretofore, and he requests to be a dvised if the warrants so 

issues will be paid. 

The Indian Inspector makes certain recommendations, 

1. That the warrants be paid wh ich were issue s for t he 

pay or the services or teachers in the various schools up to t he 

present time under the appropriation entitled "An Act to provide 

tor support ot National boarding schools," if such warrants are 

found to be correct and justly due, and that the tribal author

ities ot the Creek Nation be advised'that no warrants hereafter 

shall be issued against this appropriation until endorsed or 
-approved by the Supervisor of Education for the Creek Nation." 

I 
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2. That the werrant s be recognized which were issued 

under the appropriation act entitled "An Act to provide f or 

expense of executive off ice, and f or othe r pur poses, tr and tha t 

the warrants hereafter issued f or t he expenses of the exe cutive 

office shall "first be approved by t he I ndia n Agent. 

3. That the warrants be pa id which have been issued 

under the appropriation act entitled ttAn Act to provide f or pay 

ot committee clerks and other purposes," and t hat hereaft er 

warrants drawn tor that purp ose shal l "be f ir s t approved by the 

Indian Agent before being is sued or c irculated . " 

4. It is suggested that t he warrants wh ich bave been re 

issued by t he Creek Treasurer ., af t e r having be en paid to him 

tor taxes due t he Nation , be paid, f or the r eason t hat it has 

been the custom for said Trea surer i n ac cept i ng such warrants 

not to stamp them "Canceled, " but to exchange or r eissue them 

in making change where warrant s ha ve been tendered the Treasurer 

should submit a sworn statement "that warrants had been so re 

issued by him in making chan e onl y , and t ha t no warrants had 

been otherwise issued by him except t ho s e f or Stuart , Lewis , 

Go_;don and Rutherford." It is furthe r sta ted that if payment 

be refused on warrants which have be en reissued by the Creek 

Treasurer for change only , there would remain but few war r ant s 

to be paid, since the custom of maki ng change in warrants appears 
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to have been uniform in the past . 

5. There is transmitted with said r eport a warrant dated 

October 15, 1898, numbered C2947 for $372.80, to which is at 

tached the name of the Principal Chi ef and "D. c. Vlatson , Priva te 

Secretar y ," ·and attention is called to the provision of the 

Creek law contained in section 2 , article V, Constitution , page 

17, Laws of 1893, whi ch provides that 

"No mone ys shall be dra wn from the National Treasur y 

except to carry out the appropriations made by the Nationa l 

Council, and when such appropriat ion is made the Principal Chie f 

shall issue a draft upon the Treasury to meet the same"; 

and also to section 12 , page 24 , as follo ws ; 

"He (Principal Chief) shall have the issuance of a ll 
the National Warrants , but no war rant shall be issued until an 
appropriation by the National Council has been made to cov r 
the sa.me." 

The Indi an Inspector ca l ls attention to the fact that the 

name of the Princ ipal Chief on said warrant appears to have 

been signed by his Pr ivate Secretary , and that there is no l a w 

authorizing such action, and he suggests t hat "as the Principa l 

Chief, Isparhecher, cannot sign his name," when warrant s now 

outst anding are called f or payment which do not bear the signa 

ture of the Principa l Chief "by x mark, and properly witnessed , 

that his presence be requir ed and he s i gn all warran t s by his 

mark, duly witnessed by others, befor payment is ma de in ord~ 

to protect t he Indian Agent in the settlement of his account in 

the Treasury Department." 
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The 9ommissioner of Indian Affairs, in forwarding said report 

atates that upon careful consideration of the recommendations 

and suggestions made by you, they appear to be sufficient to 

dispose of all questions that may arise in the payment of said 

warrants, and he therefore concurs in the recommendations a nd 

auggestions, "without any further comm nt . n 

The only question that might aeem to arise in the matter 

is, whether tle warrants which are recommended to be approved 

by the Indi an Agent , before being issued and circulated, ·should 

be approved by him or by the Inspe ctor, but inasmuch as both you 

and the Commissioner recommend that the y be approved by the 

Indian Agent , the Department will concur in said recommendation , 

ea well as the other suggestions made in our said report. 

Said warrant is returned here · ith, together ith ·a copy 

or the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
16'70,1?84-99. 
2 enclosures. 

Through the 

Respectfully, 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

Acting Secretary . 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 228 . Re ceived Jul . l , l899 . Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Washington ,June 23 , 1899. 
~Se retary---Instructions concerning Creek warrant Q. 



Union gency, 

Muscogee , Ind . Terry ., June 24th , 1899 . 

Mr. Eugene Newton , 

Muscogee , Ind . Terry . 

Sir:-

Complaint has been made to this office that you have in

closed by a wire fence the grounds and building owned and erected 

by the African Methodist Church , situated near Elk Creek , creek 

Nation, Indian Territory . 

It is stated that the Church has only rese r ved about an 

acre of land for its purposes, and that said church is open to 

all for the tree exercise of their religeous views . 

I know of no necessity for your taking this land and an

noying the good people of your community by such action. 

It is therefore ordered that within seven days from tre 

receipt of this notice that you take down the fence which you 

have erected around said grounds and building and ce ase to 

further trespass thereon. 

In order not to do you an injustice, I have decided to 

give you seven days from the date hereof to show cause why you 

have inclosed the said grounds and building , and should you 

make it clear to me tbat you have a good right to the land in 

question, then this order to be inoperative. 

If, however, you fail to show a good reason for inclosing 

the church, or fail to answer the complaint within the ~ ecified 

time, an Indian Policeman, acting under orders fr om this gency, 

will tear down aid fence without further notice. 
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You ill notify me of the action you propose to take in 

this matter. 

Approved: 

J.Geo. ·right. 

Very respectfully, 

J.Blair Shoenfelt 

U.S.Indian gent. 

u.s. Indian Inspector 

(Endorsed) union Agency Press Book # 3, Letter 244-3, Musko@Be 



Union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., 

June 30th , 18 99 . 

Hon . Isp arhe cher , 

Prin . Chief Creek Nati on , 

Okmulgee , I . T. 

Sir:-

In t he redistri bution of the I ndian Polic emen for t he f isc a l 

year begi nni ng J uly lst , 1899 , I have de cided to appoint t uo 

additional I nd i a n olice f or the Creek Nati on , one to be st a t i on

ed i n t he Vicinit y of Okmulgee and one a t Thurman . 

I \ould l i ke t o have your v i e\ s on t h i s mat t e r am al so 

have you r e commend some reliab le Creelc~ Indian to be appoi n te d 

India n Police a t t hos e poi nts . 

Very r espe c tfully , 

J . Bl a i r Shoenfelt , 

U. B. Ind i an Age nt . 

Approved : 

J . Geo • . ·right, 

U •• Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Pr ess Book No . 3 Letter 335 . 1.tuskogee,. Okl • 



Union ·ency , 

us cogee , I •• , July l st , l 89 9 . 

ose J i mison , 

Sir :-

U.s . Indian Police , 

uscogee , I.T . 

I f ~andy Younger ~ me ber of t he .c ommittee of a base ball 

picnic to be held at o . ·ood h i cket near Bro n ' s xerr on t he 

4th of t 1i s mont , shou ld request ou to attend s a id icn ic in 

order to keep peace on t a t d y , you are aut horize d to d o so , and 

you wi ll ende avor to me do m all dis turbmlces t ha t ma rise , 

and should !"1nythi l1-u oc cur hich you deem necessary to re or t to 

this office , you ill o so i mm.e di a tel • 

Mr . Younge r i D1or s me he Ti ll ay you your necessary expense s 

tor that d y . You ill not be required to go unless the said 

expenses re ~a id . 

Ver r e spectfully , 

J . Blair 3hoenfel t . 

U •• I ndian ent . 

Approved : 
J . Ge o • . right , 

U. ' . I ndian Inspe ctor . 

(Endorsed ) Union cncy Press Book :ro . 3 Letter 343 . Iusk ee~ k lc . 



Mose Jimison, 

Sir:-

US Indian Police, 

Mus cogee, I . T. 

Union .Agency , 

Muscogee, I . T., July 1st , 1899 . 

If Sandy Younger , a member of the committee of a base 

ball picnic to be held at Dog ' ood Thicket near Brown's Ferry 

on the 4th of this month , should request you to attend said 

picnic in order to keep peace on that day , you are authorized 

to do so, and you will endeavor to keep down all distrubances 

that may arise , and should anything occur which you deem nec 

essary to report to this office , you will do so i mmediately . 

Mr . Younger informs me he will pay you your necessary 

expenses for that day . You will not be required to €!P unJ.e, ss 

the said expenses are paid . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Blair Shoe nfel t 

Approved: 

J.Geo. ~ right 

u.s. Indian Inspector 

(EndorsedJ Union ~ genc,y Press Boo~# 3, Letter , # 343 , Muskogee 



Mose Jimison, 

Sir:-

US Indian olice, 

Mus cogee , I . T. 

Union Agency , 

Muscogee, I . T., July 1st , 1899 . 

If Sandy Yo unger, a member of the committee of a base 

ball picnic to be held at Dog ~ ood Thicket near Brown's Ferry 

on the 4th of this month , should request you to attend said 

picnic in order to keep peace on that day , you are a uthorized 

to do so, and you will endeavor to keep down all distrubances 

that may arise , and should anything occur which you deem nec 

essary to report to this office , you will do so i mmediately . 

Mr . Younger informs me he will pay you your ne cessary 

expenses for t hat day . You will not be required to f!P unle ss 

the said expenses are paid . 

Very res pectfully , 

J . Blair Shoe nfel t 

Approved: 

J .Geo. , right 

u.s . Ind ian Inspector 

{Endor sed) Union Lgenc.y Press Boo~# 3, Letter , # 343 , Muskogee 



(Copy) 

Refer in reply to the f ollowing : 
Land. 
46,209-1899. DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR, 

The Honorable 

Office of Indian Affairs , 

Washi ngton , 
October 10 , 1899 . 

The Secretar y .of the Interior . 

Sir: 

Enclosed , herewith , is a report of September 26 , 1899 , from 

Inspe ctor Wright , stating tha t he has seized two cars of wa lnut 

gun stocks ,. etc ., and f i ft y oak ties at Sapulpa , Indian Te r r i t or y , 

4,000 feet of mixed oak lumber and about 2 , 000 feet of mixed walnut 

lumber at Bristow, Indian Territory , both in the Creek Na t ion , and 

al so between si~ty and sevent y wal nut a nd t o oak logs and a pile 

of part ially sawed wa lnut logs nea r Cat oosa , in the Cherokee . t ion , 

Indi an Te r ritory, a s having been unlawfully cut in thoqe nations ; 

tha t these logs are mixed as to qualit y , some being good and other s 

fair, and yet others "cullsn; that t n er e is no l aw in ei ther of s a id 

nations now authorizing the cutting and selling of timber; t ha t 

the Cherokee Na tion had a l aw per mi tting ·the furnis hi ng of r a ilro ad 

Company which was repea l ed by the Ac t of December 1 , 1896 ; that t he 

Creek Nat ion some yea rs a go had a l a w authorizi ng the sa le by 

district judges of "down wa lnut t i mber", but this law is no longer 

of any effect because t he di str ic t judges have been depr ived of ~he 

3'11 
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power to exerci se the functions of t heir of f ice by s ec t ion 28 of 

the Cur t is Act , and t ha t this t i mbe r and lumber VJ e r e be i ng , or 

about to be , of fere d f or shi pment in vi ola t i on of t h e United St ate s 

Statut es p r ohi b i t i ng dep r eda t ions on t i mber on I ndi an re s ervat i ons . 

The I nspe ctor r e quests t o be i nformed he t her t h i s ti mber 

can be sold a s the p r opert y of t he tribes , re s pectively , and the 

proce eds placed to t heir credi t by t he u.s . I ndi an Agent , and i f 

not, wha t d i sposi t i on sha ll be made of t he s ame . 

There is no l aw known t o this of f ice under hich t he a ents 

of t his Depa r t me nt in t he f ield are a uthor i z ed t o d i spos e of t he 

product s of any of the reserva t i ons of t h e Five Civilized Tribes , 

but as the ti mb er r eferred to repre s ents pr oper t y of conside r able 

va lue, it woul d seem t o be a wa s t e to p ermit t he s ame t o go to de cay , 

and t he office i s disposed to r e commend that the Inspector be au

thorized to dire c t t h e Ind i an Agent to sell the timber to the 

hi ghest bi dder, t he pr oceeds to be a c counted f or for t he benef i t 

of the nat i on f r om hich the same a s taken . 

Very r e s pec t f ully , 
our obedient servant , 

A. c . Tonner , 
( K. S . if.) 

P. 
Ac t i ng Cnmmi ssi oner . 

( Endorsed) Union Agency No. 371 . Re ceived Oct . 
of u. s . Ind ian Ins pec t or for I ndian Terri t or y . 
Oct. 12 , 1899 . Secr e tary . Direct I ndian A ent 
ties, etc, at Sapulpa , Bris t o and Ca toosa , and 
credit of tribes. 

19 , 1899 . Of fice 
a s hin ' t on , D. C., 

t o sell l umber , 
p l a ce proce eds t o 



PAY R 0 L L. 

Payment of February and March , 1900 . 

In favor of Received by 

A. Grant Evans, D. 803 A. Grant Evans . 

o. A. Morton ~ D. 520 o. A. Morton . 

Alexander Mcintosh, D.511 Alexander Mcintosh . 

Tate Brady , D. ?00 • C. Trent o 

w. c. Trent , D. 685 

Isparhecher, D.506 

H. M. Harjo , D. 512 

B. H. Richards , D. 519 

Turner Hdw. Co ., D. 533 

Turner Hdw. Co ., D. 534 

Geo. A. Alexander , D. 536 

Austin Anderson, D.53? 

ash Adams , 

Sanger Beaver, D. 540 

Rowland Brown , D. 541 . 

Barney Bruner , D. 542 

Billy Barnett , D. 544 

S . VI . Brown, D. 546 

Little Bear , D. 54? 

James Deere , D. 550 

Joseph Bruner , D. 551 

Ochrum Em.artha , 

John Frances, D. 553, 

Thomas Frank, D. 554o 

Woxie Harjo , D. 556 

Joe Buck., D. 55? 
----Pleasant Porter-a-99----

• c. Trent . 

Isparhecher . 

Turner Hdw . Co . 

Turner Hdw. Co o 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

F . B. Severs . 

F o B. Severs o 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Sever s o 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

P . K. Morton o 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs. 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. SeversJ 

F . B. Severs . 

F. B. Severs. 

s 



Harjo , D. 558 

M. Hodge , D. 559 

G. W. Hill , D. 560 -

Tulsay Harjo , D. 562 

Tommie Key , D. 563 

Wi l son Knight ,. D. 5 64 

Timmi e Fife, D. 555 

J oe Mingo ~ D. 569 

Washington Riley, D. 5?1 

Billy Scott , D. 5?4 

Wi l ey Sukey , D.5?5 

Robert Salumber , D. 57 6 

Robi son Starr , D. 577 

Simmer , D. 578 

Noble Scott , D. 5?9 

John Wesle y , D. 581 

Bunny Mcintosh , D. 58~ 

Lee McNivins , D. 583 

Geo . Canard , D. 584 

v. A. Sapulpa , D. 585 

Ben Barnett , D. 587 

Dick Barnett , D. 588 

Monday Barnett , D. 589 

Jackson Barnett , D. 590 

Mrs . A. P . cKellop , D. 885 

J . F . Barnett , D. 591 

~. Berryhill , D. 592 

James Broadenax , D. 594 

----Pleasant Porter- a- 99----

- 2-

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

P . K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

Turner Hd\Y. Co . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

F . B. Severs. 

F . B. S~vers. 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs. 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

Mrs . A. P . McKel lop . 

F. B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. S~vers . 



Richard Berryhill, D. 593 

Tom Bruner, D. 595 

Liuty Bruner , D. 596 

John Buck, D. 597 

Carthony, D. 598 

Ottaway Cain, D. 599 

-Austin Chisso, D. 601 

Lasley Cloud, D. 602 

Alex Davis, D. 603 

Joe Davis, D. 604 

Lewis Deere, - D. 605 

Lawyer, Deere , D. &06 

Stephen Durant, D. 607 

P. R. Ewing, D. 608 

Tulmochus Fixico, D. 609 

Nokus Fixico, D. 610 

H. C. Fisher, D. 611 

Tobe Franklin, D. 614 

Peter Gano, D. 615 

Joseph Gibson, D. 617 

G. ~ . Grayson, D. 618 

Tackey Grayson, D. 620 

Dick Greenwood, D. 623 

Jesse Green, D. 624 

Johnson Harjo, D. 625 

Isphaney Harjo , D. 626 

Littif Harjo, D. 627 

Chofel1op Harjo, D. 628 

----Pleasant Porter-a-99----
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F . B. Severs . 

F. B. Severs . 

F • B. Severs o 

" " " 

" " " 
P . K. orton 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

tt tt n 

" " tt 

" " n 

l " tt 

n n tt 

P . K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs . 

F o B. evers . 

P . K. orto n . 

F . B. evers .. 

G. • Grayson . 

F . B. Severs . 

F. B. evers . 

tt " " 

P. K. Morton , 

F . B. Severs . 

F. B. Severs . 

tt " tt 



Bustin Hawkins, D. 629 

Wm. Hawkins, D. 630 

David Harry, D. 631 

James Haynes , D. 632 

Geo. Hicks, Do 634 

Artus llopa·ye; D. 635 

Chowe Jackson, D. 63'7 

John Jefferson, D. 639 

Mose Jamison, D. 640 

Green Jackson , D. 638 

Daniel Johnso n , D. 641 

Keeper Johnson, D. 643 

Johnson LeWis , D. 645 

P. A. Lewis D. 646 

Thomas Long D. 64? 

Gao. Lovett D. 64B 

Robt. Manuel D. 650 

Manuel Monday D. 652 

R. c. Monroe, D. 651 

T. w. Perryman, D. 655 

V~ . Perryman, D. 656 

Isom Peter, D. 55? 

Jacob Pierce, D. 658 

Pompey Phillips, Do 659 

Joe Primus, D. 660 

Charley Roberts, D. 662 

Mose Sanger, D. 663 

Snow Sells, D. 664 

Siah D. 665 
----Pleasant Porter-a-99----
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Turner Hdw. Coo 

" " tt 

F . B. Severs . 

IT tt II 

F. B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

F . B. Severs . 

IT U tt 

P . K . Morton. 

F . B. Severs . 

" n " 

F. B. Severs 

tt " tt 

n n " 

F. B. Severs . 

Harsha & Spaulding . 

F . B. Severs . 

R. C. Monroe . 

F . B. Severs . 

" " " 
F. B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs. 

" " "' 
Turner Hdw. Co . 

,, 1t 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

" " " 



Daniel Starr , D. 666 

R. Mo Stevens , D. 667 

H. C. Stidham , D. 668 

Jim Smith , D. 669 

Jeffrey Smith , 670 

wm. Sullivan , D. 6?2 

J. F . Spaniard, D. 6?3 

Tobe Tiger , D. 674 

John Tiger , 6?5 

Harley Thomas , D. 6?6 

A. P . McKellop , D. 684 

Sam Haynes D. 683 

Lydia Perryman , D. ?15 

Lydia Perryman , D. ?16 

J. H. Lynch, D. ?1? 

Mrs . A. P . McKellop , D. ?18 

Theodore Stidham , D. ?20 

A. G. • Sango , D. ?22 

J. R. King , D. ?23 

F. B. Severs , D. 725 

G. w. Grayson, D. ?26 

D. c. · ataon, D. 727 

G. w. Grayson, D. 732 

G. A. Alexander, D. ?33 

Phoenix Printing Co. D. 532 

Thomas Jo Adams, D. ?35 

Austin Anderson, D. 736 

Roland Brown, D. 7 37 

Billy Barnett, D. 738 

----P Porter-a-99----
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F . B. Seve rs 

Turner Hdw . Co . 

F . B. Se vers . 

n u tt 

F . B. Severs . 

P . K. Morton . 

F. B. Severs . 

F . · B. Severs . 

F . B. Severs . 

P . K. Morton 

F . B. Severs . 

n n n 

t t n tt 

n " tt 

" n " 

Harsha & Spaulding 

F . B. Severs . 

n n tt 

" n " 

tt tt tl 

G. w. Grays on . 

Tur ne r Hdw . Co . 

G. • Grayson . 

F Q B. SEVERS . 

M. R. Moore , Mngr o 

F . B. Severs 

F . B. Severs . 

F. B. Severs . 

P . K. Morton. 



Joseph Buck, D. 739 

Joseph Bruner, D. 741 

P. R. Ewing, D. ?46 

Thomas Frank, D. 74? 

N. G. Gregory, D. 748 

James Hill, D. 750 

Geo. • Hill, D~ 752 

Gabriel Jamison, D. 757 

John E. Jacobs, D. 758 

Geo. Kanard, D. 760 

Joseph Mingo, D. 764 

T. w. Perryman, D. 766 

Lewis McHenry , D. ?65 

Parchena D. 767 

Joe Smith, D~ 770 

James Smith, D. 771 

Simmer, D. 772 

iley Sukey, D. 773 

John resley, D. 776 

Bunnie Mcintosh, D. 779 

Lee McNevins, D. 780 

Amos Mcintosh, D. 782 

Mose Asbery, D. 784 

Wash Adams, D. 785 

James Barnett, D. 786 

Wilson Beaver, D. 788 

Pleasant Berryhill, D. 789 

John Bright, D. 790 

James Broadenax, D. 791 
----Pleasant Porter-a-99----
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F. B. Severs . 

n II tt 

F. B. Severs . 

" " " 
It " tt 

P . K. Morton , 

P . K. Morton . 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

P . K. Mor t on . 

F . B. Severs . 

tt tt ,, 

tt tt tt 

P . K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs . 

P . K. Morton . 

F. B. Severs . 

tt " tt 

" tt tt 

tt tt n 

" " tt 

P. K. Morton. 

F. B. Severs . 

F . B. Sever s . 

" tt " 

'" " " 
tt " " 

P. K. Morton. 

" " " 

" " " 



Barney Bruner, D. ?93 

Wiley Buckner , D. ?95 

J.T.Kanard, D. ?98 

P.R.Caesar, D. 800 

Lewis Childers; D. 801 

Alex Davis, D. 8 04 

Bob Daniels, D. 805 

J. P. Davidson, D. 806 

Lawyer Deere , D. 809 

L. c. Drew, D. 810 

N. E. Durant, D. 811 

Nokus Emarthla , D. 812 

Tulmuschus Fixico , D. 8 14 

Nokus Fixico , D. 815 

Tobe Franklin, D. 816 

vm. Francis . D . 81? 

Tobe Grayson, D. 821 

Bustin Hawkins, D. 823 

Wm ~ Hawkins , D. 824 

Holu tka Harjo , D. 826 

Waxie Harjo , D. 828 

Tokus Harjo , D. 829 

Thomas E. Holden, D. 832 

Mose Jamison, D. 834 

Una Johnson, D. 836 

Daniel Johnson, D. 83? 

Martin Jones, D. 838 

J. H. Lewis, D. 840 

P. A. Lewis, Do 841 

----Pleasant Porter-a-99----

-?-

F. B. Severs 

n " n 

P . K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs . 

" " n 

It " " 

P . K. Morton. 

J . T . Davi dson . 

F . B. Severs . 

P. K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs . 

P . K. Morton. 

F . B. Severs . 

F . B.. Severs o 

F . B. Severs . 

n " n 

" tt " 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

ft " tt 

F. B. Severs . 

F . B. Sever s . 

" " " 
" " " 

" " " 
" " " 
" It " 

P. K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs. 

" " " 

• 



Thos. Long, D. 842 

Alex Mike , D. 844 

Lewis McGilbra , D. 845 

J. C. Morrison , D. 84? 

Moosa Nahaki , D. 849 

Jim Noon, D. 850 

1. A. Palmer , D. 851 

Enos Perryman , D. 853 

Joe Primus , D. 8 55 

w. A. Rent ie, D. 8 56 

Dave Roberts , D. 858 

Isom Peter , D. 854 

A. G. • Sango , D. 859 

Mose Sawyer , D. 861 

Snow ~ells , D. 862 

R. M. Stevens , D. 863 

R. • Stewart , D. 864 

John Tiger , D. 868 

Geo. w. Tiger , D. 869 

James Yarber , D. 8?3 

A. P. McKellop, D. 8?6 

c. G. Moore, D. 804 

G. • Grayson, D. 8?? 

Samuel Checotah, D. 8?9 

L. E. Nero, D. 880 

J. H. Lynch, D. 881 

-8-

F . B. Sever s 

P . K. Morton . 

F. B. Severs 

t1 " " 

" t1 tt 

P. K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs 

P. K. Morton . 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

P . K. Morton . 

P . K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs o 

P . K. Morton . 

F . B. Severs . 

" tt ,,. 

Harsha & Spauld ing . 

P. K. Morton. 

F. B. Severs . 

F. B. Severs . 

u n n 

Turner Hdw. Co . 

C. G. Moore~ ( vashingt on) o 

G. f . Grayson . 

F . B. Severs . 

" tt ,, 

" " " 
W. L. Brinks, D. ?51 • L. Brinks . 

Geo. Island, D. 636 Turner Hdw. Co . 

J. L. Thomas, D. 689 J. L. Thomas . 

F. B. Severs , D. ~~~~~-~a-99 ____ F. B. Severs o 



J. H. Lynch, D. 890 

Lovely Mackey , D. 907 

J. H. Lynch, D. 908 

Turner Hdw. Co. D. 686 

J. E. Turner, D. 690 

Turner Hdw. Co. Do 902 

Roley Mcintosh, D. 509 

Thomas McWilliams, D. 570 

Dave Grayson, D. 797 

S. E. Brown, D. 796 

Lena Charles, D. 785 

D. VI . Hunter, D. 783 

Robert Salurnber, D. 860 

c. E. Foley,, D. 698 

A. R. ~uerry, Do 901 

J. Burdette, D. 697 

Turner Hdw. Co. D. 916 

Turner Hdw. Co. D. 917 

Do A. Lee, D. 839 

w. E. Gentry, D. 616 

w. E. Gentry, Do 819 

M. v. Perryman, D. 521 

Eliza Peters, 

c. s . Smith , D. 894 

c. s. Smith, D. 721 

c. s. Smith, Do 529 

c. s. Smi th, D. 900 

Phoenix Printing Co., D. 915 

----Pleasant Porter- a- 99----
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F. B. Severs . 

Lovely Mackey . 

J . H. Lynch. 

Turner Hdw. Co o 

Turner Hdwo Co . 

1t tt tt 

c. H. Tully . 

n u 1t 

Tur ner Hdw. Co . 

n n !t 

" n tt 

t t tt n 

C. H. Tully . 

" n n 

Maile d . 

W. F . Wells . 

C • ~ . Turner . 

C. • Turner . 

• A. Mayes . 

Maile do 

Mailed . 

• S . Harsha o 

C. • Turner . 

C. s . Smith. 

c. s . Smith. 

n n tt 

tt " tt 

M. R. Moore . 



George Taylor , D. 525 

D. w. Hunter , D. 8 32 

El i za Peters , D. 88 3 

s . E. Brown , D. 8 50 

Wi nnie Thompson , D. 834 

E. E. Hardridge , Do 521 

A. J . Kennedy , D. 701 

Loui sa Franilin , D. 856 

J . E. Ti ger, D. 749 

George Island , D. 833 

J ohnson i ng , D. 884 

Si ah Gray , ·D. 8 20 

s . J . Logan , D. ? 61 

Jas . McCombs , D. 651 

Rol ey Mcintos h , D. 731 

H. M. Harjo , D. 528 

Clara v. illi ams , D. 758 

Clara v. illiams , D. 809 

Thomas '· esle y , D. ?62 

John Iatson , D. 507 

A. J . Ch i l ders , D. 548 

J. H. Par ker , D ~ 840 

Chap l ey Yohola , Do 874 

Marie Austin , D. 8 52 

• A. Sapu~pa , D. 734 

Moty Tiger , D. 696 

Harry Blake , D. 755 

Miss K. Blake , D. 756 

Harry Blake , D. 807 
----P . Porter- a- 99----
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G. W. Taylor . 

Turner Hdw. Co o 

" " " 
t t n " 

" 
E. E. Hardridge . 

C. • Turne r . 

Richard rankl i n . 

J . E. Ti ge r . 

Turner Hdw . Co . 

J . Burdette . 

n " 

It " 

n n 

" n 

c. J . Shields . 

C. J . SHIELD • 

n n n 

" If If 

Mailed . 

Maile d o 

J . H. ar ke r. 

Maile d o 

~~ arie Aust i n . 

• A. Sapul pa . 

oty Tiger . 

ai l ed o 

ailed . 

ai l ed . 



Mi ss K. Blake , D. 808 

G. W. Tiger , D. 51? 

L. Lannigan , D. 855 

Frank Likowski , D. 694 

Geo . R. Hall , D. 844 

w. L. Brinks , D. 805 

D. C. 'ifatson , D~ 712 

Stella iadsworth D. 775 

Rufus Shoeboots , D. 922 

Lennie Brown, D. 798 

Lennie Br own, D. 8 35 

M. J . Berryhill, D~ 768 

M. J . Berryhill , D ~ 816 

J. N. Blackwell , D. 8 10 

J . N. Blackwell , D. 861 

M. Larne, D. 843 

M. Larne , D. ?60 

w.m . Withrow , D. 770 

J . T. Turpin , D ~ 845 

w. o. Evans , D ~ 853 

Louis Adams , D. 84? 

Sam Lacy , D. 814 

Sam Lacy , D. 815 

John R. Denny, D. ?64 

John R. Denny, D. 765 

John R. Denny , D. 812 

----Pleasant Porter- a- 99----

Mailedct 

G. ~ . Ti ger . 

Wm . H. S ims . 

c. w. Turner . 

Gear ge R . Hall. 

l . L . Brinks . 

Sa nt y Watson. 

Stella · ads worth . 

Lennie Bro vvn . 

" ft 

c. Ballard . 

n tt 

n n 

n n 

tt n 

n n 

" " 
n· n 

n· " 

" " 
tt " 

n " 

" n 

" " 



Lillora L. Morto n , D. 754 

Lillora Lo Morton, D. 8 06 

Spaulding & Coo D. 531 

-13-
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" 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , 
Porter's general letters o 

uskogee1 0klahoma--a-99--Pleasant 



Tulsa , I . T . Sept . l0th ,l900 . 

Hon.Ja.IIB s ilso n, ect' y of Agr. , 

Washington , D.c. 

Dear S ir: 

T~re is a d i sease amorg horses in t h i s section , that 

was brought here about 6 mont hs ago , and pronounced by som to 

be glali.ders, by others nasal gle et and sti 11 others say it is 

catarrhal fever . Tl:ere seems t o be no one that kno s what it 

really is. Parti es who own t hese diseased horses are s elling 

them and· bringing t~m i n cont act i th other horses and r ap idl y 

spreading t~ disea se . 

There are no ve t e rinary surgeons in this part of the 

country. Horses a re being s hipped out of here and people believe 

this will becone a very seri ous thi~ in t hi s part of too country 

unless there is a stop put to it of sone k i nd . There has been 

about 20 he a d af hor ses die i th t re disease a bout 5 miles e ast 

of here at Da wson. 

Is there an y provis i on made by tbe Department for 

sending a man to look after affairs of thi s k i ni or any or k 

published by the Department th a t bear s on disease s of this 

kind. There is no state veterinary he re i n the Terri tory and 

no ona that I know af here th at would have auth orit y to g et 

away w1 th these har se s , even if people knew f or su r e t hat 

it was glanders . 

If there is any relief for us i n t his co nd ition of 

affairs, we vould like to know it, an early re pl y wo uld greatly 

oblige 
Yours respectfUlly, 

Geo . Mowbray ,Jr. 

0 



Mr.Geo,Mowbray, Jr., 

Tulsa, Ind. Terr • 

Sir :-

Septemb er 15 , 1900 . 

Your letter of tha lOth inst., addressed to t.be 

Secretary , has been referred to this Bureau . You are 

info~ d that s teps have already been taken to ma ke 

an investigation of t ,he disease among horses in your 

locality. As soon as the report is r ·ecei ve d concern-

ing the outbreak you will be furth er i:nf"or rm d . 

Very respectfully , 

(S i gned ) D. E . Sal.mon , 

Chief of Bu r e au . 

I'\\ 



Mr .Albert Dean , 

Sir; 

Live Stock Agent in Charge , 

Kansas City , Kansas . 

Tulsa , I . T., Oct . 6 , 1900. 

Complying With your orders of t m 13th ult . J to i nvesti

gate a disease alleged to exist among horses in the vicinity 

of' Tulsa , I. T., and make a report of s arne for t .r ansmis si on 

to t .he Chief o:f tm Bureau of Ani mal Industry , I respectfully 

submit the fo llo · ng : 

Careful inquiry reveals t hat among the horses _of various 

parts of t.te Indian Terri tory, but mor e specially in the 

vicinity of Tulsa , great loss {approximately of ten head in 

t he vicinity of Dawson, four miles northeast of Tulsa , in t he 

Cherokee reservation) has been caused by a disease , the 

symptoms of some case s of wh ic h are hereaf t e r descri bed ~ 

Case No . 1. Examined Septemb er 28 , 1900, on t he farm 

of Mrs . A. C . Archer, six mi le s east of Dawson. Li ght brown 

cryptorchid . eight , if i n moderate flesh , about 1200 pounds . 

Aged about 14 years . 

Symptoms: Temperature , 103. Pulse , 54 . Respiration 

exceedingly labored. Sticky , whitish discharge , streaked with 

blood,_ from both nostrils. Extensive and deep ulcera tions on 

all visible mucous membrane of left, and ulcer size of quarter 

in right, nostril. Submaxillary lymphatic glands of size of 

walnuts and closely adheren~ to base of.tongue---the skin be ing 

loose over all . Chain of nodules of size of hickory- nuts along 

left subcutaneous thoracic vein. Deep i nguinal glands very 



- 2-
muc h tumefied . Lumpy s welling , sensitive to pressure , above 

hock of left hind leg . Suppurating nodules on internal and 

posterior aspects of back tendons of same leg , the discharge 

from some of which was whitish and thin , while from others it 

was a glue- like substance . Nodules , from tbe size of a pea 

to a wal nut , on various parts of head and body. Condition 

of animal very bad . Had been sick about thirty days . On 

date above - mentioned , horse was destroyed by bleeding , for 

purpose of examination. 

Autopsy : Lungs edematous and inflamed . Trachae and 

bronchial tubes normal . Liver appeared of normal size , but 

was infiltrated With yellow neoformations of the size of 

millet seed . Spleen showed fibr inous inflamnation on capsule. 

Kidneys of normal size , the right being supe~ficially inflamed 

and surrounded With considerable edematous area . Lymphatic 

glands very generally involved . Sub lumbar glands very much 

tumefied and containing numerous bright yellow faxi . Bronchial , 

mediastinal and prepectoral glands very much hypertophied . 

Mucous membrane of nasal fossae and connecting sinuses a con

tinuous mass of ulceration discharging a semi-transparent flu id , 

streaked with blood . (On account of rain during the operation , 

the autopsy was not as comple te as desirable) . 

The three succeeding cases are described as they appeared 

when examined at Dawson , I . T., immediately prior to being 

tested for glanders With •allein furnished by the Bureau of 

Ani mal Industry . 

Case No . 2 . Gray gelding . Ieight , about 1400 pounds . 

Aged about 13 years . 

Symptoms : Horse in moderate flesh , and apparently in 
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fairly thriving condition. Slight sticky, yello ish dis-

charge from ·both nostrils., to t.he rims of vvh ich t he discharge 

closely adhered . Yellow nodule, of the size of a coffee bean , 

high in mucous · m~brane of ri ght nostril . Submaxillary 

lymphatic glands tumefied. Chain of nodules of tbe size of 

hickory-nuts inside off (Sic) thigh. 

Case no . 3. Brawn gelding ~ 

pounds. .Aged 1.0 years . 

eight , about 1350 

Symptoms: Animal in fair flesh . Slight sticky disc ba rge 

from both nostrils. Schneiderian membrane of both nostrils 

highly colored and tumefied. ubmaxillary lymphatic glands 

enlarged ·to tbe size of alnuts . Cicatrices on Schneiderian 

membrane and on inside of one httnd leg . 

Case Noo4• Bay gelding . ·feight , about 1300 pounds . 

Aged a bout 8 years . 

Symptons : Animal in fair flesh, but showed effect of acute 

trouble. Nasal membrane highly colored , with but slight di s -

charge . Submaxillary lymphatic glands tumefied and indurated . 

Fibrocyst , of size of man's fist ; in prepectoral region , from 

which a discharge ·, of the color of' olive oil , issu ed from a 

lanced opening. Hard s welling, about .eight inches square ,, on 

right ·inferior part of chest. Two lumps, of half the size of 

a walnut , on right side. 

The a ccompanying table shows the test by use of mallein, 

1 c.c. of which was injected hypodermically at 8 : 30 P.M., 

October 5th. 

Tbe handling of the above cases was not such as to cause 

any marked constitutiona1 disturbance that would account for the 
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pronounced elevation of temperature , the conditi ons existing 

prior to. inocula tion having been as nearl y as possi bl e mai n

tained during t he perfo rmance of the t est. 

All t he a ttending circumstances of the spread of t he 

disease support t he theory of it s contagi ousness , and i n view 

of the symptoms as above de scribed , also the marked the r mic 

reaction .ob tai ned f r om use of malle i n , I pronounce the disease 

glanders. 

Very r espectfully, 

Leslie J . Alle n 

Insp. B. of A.J. 



To the Secretar y of Agricul t ure , 

Washi ngton , D. c . 

De ar Sir: 

Dawson , I . T. Oci. l 0 , 1900 . 

i l l you ple ase send me t he ru J..es and regulati ons 

prescribed by your Departmen t fo r t he suppr essi on of conta-

gious and i nfect i ous di seas e s among cat t le and horses . 

Al so i f horses are condemned and k i lled does the 

Department pay f or t h em. I have some hor ses that have some 

kind af dise ase . There has been a government veter i nary 

here - examin~ng them but he di d not say what t he di sease was . 

My hor ses are al l I have to make a l iving with and I wi l l 

be very thankful to you for any i nf orma ti on you ill g iv~ 

me. Also any f avors you can g ive me . 

Respec tful ly , 

J ohn McBride . 

(Endor sed ) Uni on Agen cy No.~262 Recei ve d Oct . 30 , 1900 Off ice 
of U. S.Indian Inspec t or f or I ndi an Terri tory. Wash ing t on , 
Oct. 25, 1900. Se cr e tary .----Sends corre spondence vVi th 
Agricul tur al Departmn t r el a tive to disease among horse s at Tulsa . ---



EXECUTIVE OFFICE , 
Muscogee Nati on , 

P . Porter, Pri nc i pal Chief . 

Octo ber 22 , 1900 . 

The National Council 

of t he Muskogee a t ion . 

GENTLEI 'lE : 

I herewi th t r ansmi t you list of Cr eek I ndi ans who have 

emi grate d from Texas , and who are now enrolled by t he Hi tchetee 

town. This roll has been handed me by members of council of the 

Hitc.hetee Town . ProVisions have been made in t he now pending 

agreemen t f or t hem t o r e ceive lands in the distribution now 

going on. 

The purpose of sending you t his lis t is t hat you may now 

pass a resolution f ormall y re cognizing them as memb rs of the 

Creek Tribe . I t is not ne cessar y for me to make any fur t he r 

r.emark, as t he Council has had the matter before t hem at tit s 

sittings her etofor e . 

Respectfully , 

P . Por t e r ,, 

Principal Chief . 

ROLL OF HITCH TEE TO ~ • 

Members of above town here tofore r es i dents of Texas , to be 

admitted to citizenship i n t he Creek Na t ion. 

1 Billie Jackson, 

2 .Amy Jackson, 

3 Cathie Jackson, 

1 Lizzie ilson 

2 Charley ~ilson 
---P.Porters general letter s .--a-9----



1 L~ttie Thompson, 

2 Charlotte Thompson 

3 Cinda Thompson 

4 · Nellie Thompson 

5 Philip Thomp son 

1 

2 

Jos eph Will s, 

Eliza -ills, 

3 Tom ills , 

1 Denni s Davis, 

2 

3 

1 

2. 

3 

4 

5 

2 

3 

4 

5 

1 

Hannah Davis 

Cinnie Davis, 

Joe Blunt, 

;renni e Bl unt 

Turner Hous t on , 

Georgi e Houston, 

Jes se Hous t on, 

Jeff Davis, 

Eli Davis, 

Emma Davis, 

Moty Davis 

Bettie Davis, 

- 2-

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

Alex Davis , 

Ti lley Davi s ,. 

Frank DaVis 

Johnson Davis 

Jim Davis 

6 ancy Davis 

7 J"onas DaVis 

8 Adam Davis . 

1 illi am vills , 

1 Sam Davis , 

2 .Amanda Davis . 

1 John Blunt (Dead) 

2 Lucy Jackson 

3 Puss Brown , n 

4 ~ arney Mi ngo n 

5 J ohn Davis n 

6 Sallie Davis n 

uarasartee Town 

1 Bi lly Thompson 

Read & eferred to House 

10/23/1900 
Amos Mcint osh 

Sp . H. of • 
A.P. McK.---Clk . 

of 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ,Muskogee , Okl a.homa .--Pleasant Porters 
general l etters.--a-9----

Kings 



E X E C U T I V E 0 F F I C • 

October 24 , 1900 . 

The National Council 

of the I·uskogee Nation . 

GENTLEMEN: 

I herevli th transrn i t you draf t of an act in relation to the 

employment of a competent citizen of the Nation as attorney to 

represent t he Nation before t he Dawes Commission during t he en

rollment of pe rsons clai ming t he rights of' c itizenship in t he 

Creek ation. 

Hereto.fore such persons have been appoint e'd under authority 

of law by the rincipal Chi ef and much diffi culty has been me t 

in giving them the necessary support , counc i l not having made 

any appropriation t herefor . 

The Nation should be represented before the Dawe s Commi ssion , 

inasmuch as t he Dawes Commission is empowered by la of Congress 

t o determine cases of· ci tiz.enship vrhe re appl ic ants present t hem

selves , and t here being no one to represent the Nation , the 

app l i cants having learned t he necessary proof re quired' by t he 

Commission to substantiate their claims to citizenship , some 

procuring such proof by perjury , and are adjudged citi zens by 

the Dawes Commission , when , if the Nation '1e re r epresented , no 

such occurrence would be possibleo Also it 1oul d be ne ce ssary 

to provide the means to assist such commission , and t he passage 

of t his bill , or something embracing t he same subject matter , is 

of the highest importance •. 

--Pl easant Por t ers general letters .--a-14----

c n. •. 
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I earnestly recommend t hat you give it your immediate 

consideration. 

Resp ectfully, 

P . Porter , 

Princi p al Chie:f . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--Pleasant Porters 
general letters.--a-14----



DEPAR'ThrENT OF 'JRE I NTER IOR 

ashi~ton , 

Octob er 25 , 1 900 . 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of gricult ure . 

Sir : 

I have the honor t o a cknowle dge the re ceipt of your 

communication dated the 2Jth i ns t ant (B. A. I . No . 4995) , transmit

ting for my information c op i es of letters received by the 

Department of Agriculture , c oncerning the prevalence of a 

disease among horses in t he vicin i ty of Tuls a , Indian Territory, 

pronounced to be gla nders . 

You state that t he Depart ment of Agricu lt ure "is 

unable to control such out bre aks and i s not informed as to 

whether the Interior Dep a rtment bas jur i sdiction . " 

In reply, you are a dvis ed that s ai d c op i es have thi s 

day been forwarded to the United States I nd ian I nspe c tor f or 

the Indian Terri tory for h is information . 

The Department is not aware of any l aw co nf erri ng . 

upon the Interior Department th e authority to e r adicate or 

control said diseases. 

Ind.Ter. Div. 
3522-1900. 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

Secre t ary . 



E C U T I V E 0 F F I C • 

ctober 31 , 1900 . 

The Committee 

on Claims, Gentlemen : 

The claim of Isparhe cher for 250 . 00 for money borrow d 

for the purpose of filing suits against the cattle men which Ta s 

paid by him, the interest on which , if paid to October 15th at 

the rate of ten per cent. would amount to 37. 50 , hich should 

be added to the claim, which ould make t he sum of 28 7 . 50 o 

_ espectfully , 

P . orter 

ri ncipal Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma--Pl easant orters 
general letters.--a-12----



,. . .. :. 

Commi t tee Room 

ov . l st , l900 

To the National Council 

Gentlemen :-

,·e your comrni ttee on cl.airns t J whom was referred the cl aJ.lTl 

of Isparhe cher of Two hundr ed and 50.100 dollars for i-nvestiga

tion; find that t hi s mone y wa s borrowed f r om the bank and 

$250.00 used to institute suits against various parties Jho were 

introducing and grazing cattle in the Creek Nation in violation 

of our laws. And that he has paid this note at the bank , d th 

his own money. Now as it is :rationa l business and not his own 

personal business , t he ation should pay him t he ~250 . 00 . 

Therefore we rec ommend the passage of the ac companying act 

Very respectrully , 

Jas . Byrd , 

Chairman 

J.G.s . 
Clk. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma .--Pleasant Porters 
genera1 letters.--a-13----



A ACT 

Appropriating 250 • . to re-imburse Isparhecher :for money 

borrowed for t he purpose of instituting suits 

i n U . • Court for t he recovery of 

tax on cattle , and subse-

quen tly paid . 

BE IT 71 Acr,.,n BY t he ·ational Council of the Musk ogee -ration : 

That t here be and is he reby appropriated the sum of T ~ ~undred 

F ifty ($ 250 . 00} Dollars , out of the g eneral fund of the ·,uskogee 

ation, in favor of Isparhecher , for t e ur:pose of re - i mbursing 

the sai d Isparhecher for money borro wed from t he Commercial 

Bank, of' ·usk ogee , I . T ., on pril 15 , 1899 , for t he purpose of 

i n sti tut i ng suits against the various cattle men ho had i ntr o -

du c ed cattl e i n the Cr eek Nation to recover the tax on said 

cattle , which sum of Two Hundred and i fty dollars las after

wards paid by s a i d Isparhecher . 

aid sum t o be pai d i n a c cordance With such rules and regu

lations as may be prescri bed by t he Se cretary of the Int e rior for 

t h e d i sbursement of Creek funds . 

A. P. cKel l op 
Clerk 

Lee .,.._cNevin s Clerk. 

ATTEST : 
•• Fears 

AD T I 

c c u 

Acting riva t e Secretary; 

ovembe r 5th ,. 1 00 . 

OS r c i n t osh 
'peaker , Iouse of /arri ors . 

D I i ovember ___ , l 00 . 

r_c . l . erryman 
resi dent , ous e of Ki ngs • 

• Porter 

Principal Chi ef . 

(Kndor s e ii } Union Agency , ~u skogee ,Okl ahoma .--a- 40----Pleasant 
Porter s general le t ters . 



D- 1432-' 00 
Act 1 o . 30 . 

T ;E T 0 I "IT~ I , 
United ' tates Indian Inspe ctor 

For 

I nd i an Terri tory , 

1 usc og e e , nd • • , e c • 8 , 1 0 0 • 

Honorable • Porter , 

Prin cipal Chi ef , 

·USkogee , I ndian erri tory , 

ir : 

You are respe ctfully advised that the act of the ational 

Council of the Creek ation , approved by yourself on ovember 

5 , 1900 , and entitle d -

"An act appropriating 250 to re - imburse Isp arhecher :for 

money borro ved for t he purpose of i nst ituting suits in t he 

United tates Court for t he r e covery of tax on cattle , and 

subseq_uently paid , n, 

- was submitted by t he onorable e cretar of the Interior to 

the President of t he n i ted 'tates for executive action on 

ovember 26 , 1900 , as duly approved on ovember 27 , 1900 , and 

has been placed on file in t he ffi ce of I ndian fairs , at 

' ashington . 

- - leasant Porter--a- 40----

Very respectfully , 

J . Geo . ri ght , 

U. -, . I nd i an Inspector , 

for Indian Terri tory . 

( 



D-1395-'00 
Act No . 28o 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

United tate s Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Terri tory, 

] uscogee , Ind . T., Dec.4, 1900 

Honorable P .Porter, 

Sir: 

Principal Chief, Creek ation , 

Muskogee, Indian Territory . 

You are r espectfully advised t hat the act of the ational 

Council of t he Creek Nation approved by yourself on November 5 , 

1900, making provisions for the new permit law , was submitted 

by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to the President of 

the United tates on November 21,1900 , was duly approved on 

November 22 , 1900, and has been placed on file in the Office of 

Indian Affairs at !ashington. 

Very respectfully, 

J . Ge o. lri ght 

u •• Indian ·Inspector, 

for Indian Terri t ory . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , 1 uskogee,Oklahoma.--Pleasant orters 
general letters.--q--



D EPART] T 0 F T H E I T E R I 0 R , 

Washington . 

United S tates Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

1uskog ee , I . T . 

Sir: 

February 12 , 1901 . 

F . 

The Department is in receipt of your communica t i on da te d 

January 31 , 1901, relative to the request of Mr . Le wis McGilboa 

dated July 9 , 1900, requesting t ha t t he Gover nment make some 

provision for i n s ane Indians in the InGl i an Territory, hi ch 

was referred to you for r e por t . 

You enclose the rewith a recommendation fr om t he Principal 

Chief of the Creek Na tion , sugges t ing that -

" ••• provision be mad e by the Government of the Un ited 
States, not only for t he p rop er ca re of per s ons of unsound mind 
citizens of the Creek Na tion - but for the care of s uc h per s ons 
in the other Na tions const ituting t h e F ive Civilized Trib es , by 

· agreement severa lly wi th the tri be s or nat i ons , by wh ich 
agreement e a c h of the t ribes would be r equir ed to c ontri but e 
proportionately , out of t he funds and l ands be longing to th em, 
to the buil d ing and ma i n t e nance of a sui tabl e asylum here such 
persons of the respe ctive nations could be cared for , as is 
done in the severa l states of the Union; 

Or, the distribution of t he l anded and other interests of 
the five nations being now in process, the distributive s ha r e of 
such persons to be ca red for might be p lace d i n t rust and the 
proceeds thereof used f or t heir rna i nt enance . " 

You recommend that you be directed to communica te with 

the executives of each of t h e Five Civili zed Tribes on the 

subject and a scertain f rom them t he number of ins an e persons 
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wit hi n their nat i ons, and if they would be will i ng t o bear the 

proport i onate s har e of t he ca r e of such unf ortunat e s , and 

s ubmi t t he informat i on obtained by you t o t he Depar t ment 

with recommendation t her e on . 

The Commi ssioner of Indi an Affa i r s t r ansmitted your 

sa i d communi ca tion on Fe.bruary 9 , 1901 , wi t ho ut any r ecommendat i on . 

The De pa rtment c oncurs i n your recommendat i on , and you 

ar e d i r ected t o proceed a ccord i ngl y . 

The l ett er of the Pri nc i pal Chi e f is her ewit h retur ned . 

I nd . Ter . Di v . 
566 - 1901. 
1 i nclosure . 

Resp ect f ully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secre ta r y . 

{Endorsed) Uni on Agen cy No. l 775 .Re ce ived Feb . l0 , 1901 . 0ff i ce of u.s . 
I nd i an Inspe ctor fo r Ind i n Territo ry . ~ashingt on , February 12 , 1901 
Secret ary---- Returns l e tter of Pr i n . Chief Por t er re1 . care of insan 
Ind ians. 



D 970, 

A 1 

A 2 

A 3 

4 

5 

A 9 

AlO 

All 

Al3 

Al4 

Al5 

Al6 

Al7 

Al8 

Al9 

A20 

A21 

A22 

A23 

.A25 

A26 

!2.7 

J.28 

Gen'1 Fund Creek Yarrants paid at February , 

1901, payment . 

N.B.Childers, $ 28 . 57 

Issue of s 

P.Porter 250 .00 

Moty Tiger, 150 .00 

H.C.Fisher, 150 . 00 

Alex Me Intos h , 200 . 00 

Jeffry Smith, · 3? . 50 

O.A.Morton, 125 . 00 

E.E.Hardridge, 125 .. 00 

W.A. Sapulpa, 125.00 

G. W.Tiger, 92 . 95 

Johnson Tiger 5? .05 

B.H.Richards, 92 . 95 

P.A.Lewis, 57.05 

Alex Posey, 92 CJ 95 

P.R.Ewing, 5? . 05 

J.S.Robison, 92.95 

Alex Posey, 5? .05 

Geo.H.Taylor, ??.44 

Jas.P.Davidson, 4?.56 

P.A.Lewis, ??.44 

Phoenix Ptg.Co., 145.00 · 

A.P.McKe1lop, 40.00 

W.S.Fears, 158.00 

Phoenix Ptg.Co., 25.60 

----Pleasant Porter-a-76----
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A29 P.Porter, $ 24.35 

A30 Turner Hdw. co., 30.00 

A31 Leoni Cwnmings, 35c.OO 

A32 J . E .Tiger, 61.97 

A33 A. P . McKellop , 38.03 

SEPT. 25 1900 

A34 W. S .Fears, 100.00 

DECEMBER 2 1900 

A35 John G. Smit h, 102.00 

A37 D.A. Lee, 144.00 

A38 J.H.Land, 21.00 

A39 Reuben Partridge, 54.00 

A40 John R. Goat, 149.00 

A4l Jas. Hill, 148 .oo 

A42 John Bright, 149.40 

A43 Robt . Fry, 147.20 

A44 Parchena, 148 . 00 

A45 David Harry, 146.40 

A46 Johnson King , 105.00 

A47 Robt.Sa1umba , 148.80 

A48 Eddie . Walker, 146.00 

A49 G. W. Grayson, 14B.OO 

A50 G. W. Grayson , 112.60 

A51 A. P . McKe11op , 149.20 

A52 Limbo Carr , 146.20 

A53 Hardy Manuel , 146 . 40 

A54 G. W. Hi11 , 144.00 

- - - - Pleasant Porter--a- 76----
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AM, David Dixon, $149 . 60 

A 58 Theo E.Stidham, 57 . 00 

A60 L.C.Drew, 149 o40 

A61 Mitchell Yargee, 145 .00 

A62 John ·A.Jacobs, 125 o00 

A63 Millie. Island, 105 . 00 

A64 E.B.Childers, 110 .00 

A65 Henry Harry, 133. 60 

A66 Lewis McHenry, 145 . 00 

A67 Commodore Mcintosh , 112 . 20 

A68 Joseph Bruner, 148·o40 

A69 Noah G.Gregor y, 144. 00 

A70 Para Bruner 150 . 40 

A71 Thos J . Adams , 140 . 80 

A72 Austin Anderson 132 . 40 

A73 Billie Barnett, 148 .00 

A74 Roland Brown, 141 . 40 

A75 Joe Buck, l44 o00 

A76 James K. Bird, 132 . 80 

A77 ChasoCochran, 148 . 00 

A78 Joe Davis, 113.00 

A79 Thos.Frank, 147 . 20 

ABO Timmie Fife, 142 . 80 

ABl Robt.Grayson, 145 . 60 

A82 wm.Hill, 47 o8 0 

AB3 Tope Hill, 69 .00 

A84 Gabriel Jamison, 152 .00 ' 

AB5 London Knight, 144 .00 

----Pleasant Porter-a-76----
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.A86 Wilson Knight, $145 .00 

JB7 Samuel J.Logan, 14'7.00 

.AB8 Roly Mcintosh, 143.00 

JB9 T.W.Perryman, 150.00 

A90 Wm.Penn, 123.80 

A91 Thomas Randel.l, 141.60 

A92 Wiley Sucke y, 151.60 

A94 Simmer, 148.00 -
A94 Joe Smith, 149.40 

A95 James Smith , 65.00 

A96 Tulmarsey Scott , 145.60 

A9'7 March Thompson, 147.00 

A98 John Wesley , 51 .00 

A99 S.J.Haynes, 2? .oo 
AlOO Bunny Mcintosh, 48 .• 80 

AlOl Chap ley Yarhola, 135.00 

Al02 Geo .Island, 147.20 

Al03 Dave Roberts, 149.00 

Al04 J .T .canard, 147 .oo 

Al05 Theo.E.Stidham, 69.00 

Al06 M.J.Sango, 124.20 

Al07 C .B.Perryma.n, 149.60 

ll08 Robt . w.stewart, 153.00 

Al09 John Myers, 147.00 

Alll Seber Thlocco, 150.40 

All2, Pleasant Berryhill, 140 .so 
All3 Jas.Broadenax, 141.60 

All4 Barney Bruner, 153.40 

All5 Thos.E.Ho1den, 146.40 

----P. orter--a-'76----



A86 Wilson Kni ght, 

A87 Samuel J.Logan , 

AB8 Roly Mcin t osh 

A89 T. W . Pe rryman, 

A90 Vm. . P enn , 

A91 Thomas Randall, 

A92 Wile y uckey , 

A94 Si mmer, -
A94 Joe mith , 

A95 J ames Smith , 

A96 Tul marsey . Scott , 

A97 Mar ch ~hompson , 

A98 John ~ !esley , 

A99 S . J . Haynes , 

AlOO Bunny Mcintosh , 

AlOl Chapley Yarhola , 

Al02 Geo . Island , 

Al03 Dave Roberts , 

Al04 J . T . Canard , 

Al05 Theo . E . Stidham , 

Al06 M. J . Sango , 

Al07 O. B. Perryman , 

Al08 Robt . V. Stewart , 

Al09 John Myers , 

Alll Se ber Thlocc o , 

All2, P l easant Berryhill , 

All3 J as . Br oadenax , 

A114 Bar ney Brune r, 

All5 Thos . E . Holden, 

----P1e as ant Porter-a-7 6----
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I 

145 . 00 

14'7 . oo 

143 . 00 

150 . 00 

123 ~80 

141 . 60 

151 . 60 

148 . 00 

149 . 40 

65 . 00 

145 . 60 

147 . 00 

51 ., 00 

27 . 00 

48 . 8 0 

135 ~ 00 

14'7 . 20 

149 . 00 

147 . 00 

69 . 00 

124 . 20 

149 . 60 

153 ~ 00 

14'7 . 00 

150 . 40 

140 . 80 

14l ~ 60 

153 . 40 

146 . 40 
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All6 alter Grey, 1 48 .oo 

All7 Amos Mcintosh, 144. 40 

All8 cTimpsey Asbury, 1 48 . 20 

All9 Moses Asbury, 141.40 

A120 Wash Adams, 142 . 8 0 

Al21 eTas. Barnett, 146 . 60 

Al22 lm.Barnett, 149 . 00 

Al23 · ilson Beaver, 1 46 oOO 

Al24 Jacob . Brown, 144 . 40 

Al25 Dickson Bro wn, 1 49 . 00 

Al26 Thomas Bruner, 148 . 00 

Al27 · ile y Buckner, 150. 20 

Al28 Louis Bruner, 148 . 00 

Al29 Sartie Cowe, 123.60 

A130 cToe Canard, l 4lo 20 

A131 P .R.Caesar, 149 .00 

Al32 Louis Childers, 151.00 

Al34 Geo.Clin ton, 14?. 60 

A135 Alex Davis, l40o60 

Al37 Bob Daniels, 149 .00 

Al38 Joseph Deacon, 116 .00 

Al39 Lawyer Deere, 146 . 40 

Al40 N .E .Durant, 149.00 

Al41 Harper Fields, 132 .00 

Al43 Tulmochus Fixico, 51.60 

Al44 Nocus Fixico, 146.00 

Al45 Tobe Franklin, 144.00 

Al46 Wm.Francis, 148.20 

Al48 Mitchell Francis, 36o8 0 

----Pleasant Porter--a-76----
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Al48 - W.E.Gentry, 97 .00 

Al49 Siah Gray, 146 .00 

Al50 Tobe Grayson , 146 . 00 

Al51 Barney Green, l50 o00 

Al53 Robt.Grayson, 146 . 40 

Al55 Wm. HaWk ins, 146 . 00 

Al56 Hotulke Harjo , 145 .8 0 

Al57 H.M.Harjo, 150 . 8 0 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Musk ogee ,Oklahoma.--a-76--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters . 



CUT IV F , '• 10 , 1 01 . 

onorable rouse o:r \:i 1 ·s ') ,arrio s , 

Gent l erJen : 

I here ith transmit to 0 an ct m ki n · propri ion 

in favor of c. • oore , ... ar .:arsh 11 , J . • l.)and rs ""ld c • 
Tully hich as ass d yo bodi e s at the last sess i on or 

the Council , b t on acco unt of t he ·i t ol d i ~ of t e a proval 

by t he u e rvi sor of ··c ools , • allard , of the i t n i n f or 

of c. I . Tully , t h e act _ai l ed to r e ceive t h pr o al of t e 

President , or t he matte r as he l up until t he .., upervi sor· and 

uuperintendent co ld satisf t e sel es of the ·ustness of ' i s 

claim. This as no been done , d t e same act sent back to 

you , "th t he r o er cha~ es i n date , f or r e- a pro r i t i o • 

es ec t f u l l , 

• orter 

r · nci a l Chi e""' . 

ead " eferre d t o t he • o • 

·a lOth , 1 901 

L. c • 
Clk . • • •• err an 

res . • of • 

• 

(Endorsed) Union 
general letters . 

enc , us.ooee , ~laho a .--a- 4 -- le asan t orters 



DE P A R T M E NT 0 F T H E I NT E R I 0 ·R , 

ashington . 

March 13 , 1901 . 

United States. Indian. Inspe. ctor 

for tie Indian Territory,. 

Muskoge e , I . T . 

Sir : 

Inclosed herevr.L t h you will find thr ee cer ti f i ed cop ies 

of the a ct of Congress ~proved March 1 , 1 901 (Public 112 ), 

entitled "An Act to r atif'y and conf i rm an agreement wit h the 

Muskogee or Cre ek tribe of I nd i ans , and f or ot he r purp os es . " 

The first paragraph of sai d a ct d eclares t hat "The princi

pal chief , a s soon as pra cticable after t he r a tif icat i on of 

this agre ement by Congress, shall cal l an extra sess i on of the 

Creek National Council and lay before it this agreement and the 

a ct of Congres s r a tifying it , and i f tbe agr eement. be r a tified 

by sai.d council as pr ovided in the c ons titution of said na tion 

he shall transmit to the Presi dent of the United St ates t h e 

act of council ra. tifying the a greement , and t .be Pre s ident of the 

United S t ates shall thereupon issue his proclama tion de cla ring 

the same duly ratified and that all the provisions of this 

agreement .have become l aw according to the terms thereof; Pro

vided that sai d r at ification by t!:e Creek National Council shall 

be made within nir.e ty days from tbe approval of this act by t he 

President of the United St ates ." 

li26 
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You wi ll transmit twa, of said cop ies to the Prin cipal 

Chi ef of the Creek Nati on and call his spec i a l attent ion to 

t he above provisi ono Add it i onaJL cop ies of said a ct will be 

f orwarded to you as soon as r e ceived f rom the printer . 

!nd . Ter . Div . 
991-1901. 
3 i nclosures . 

Respectfully , 

. A. Hitchcnck . 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed ) Union .Agency No . l926 Re cei ved ar . l3 , 190l Office 
of' U . S . Ind ian Inspector for I ndian Terri tory. ashingto n , 
March 13 , 1901 . secre t ary .----Encloses three certified copies 
Creek agreement .----



Hon.P.Porter, 

Prin .Ch i ef , 

Dear o ir:-

• • 

9krnulgee , I . T. 

ay 20 , 1901 . 

Je enclose here 7i th a draf t of a bill amendatory to the act 

providing for t wo a ttornies to represent the nat ion before the 

Dawes Comr issi on . You Will re adily see the necessity of having 

the Bill enacted i nt o a la • 

There are probably 150 cases pending efore the Da es Com

mission in which further testimony m st be taken before the cases 

are transmitted to t he ' e cretary of the I n terior for final. action . 

If the Agreement is ratifiea , those Creeks ho are no r e sid-

ing i n t he Cherokee ati on and the s o-called exas Cr eeks , a s ell 

as t hose ho have been r efused enrollment on ccount of their ab

sence fro the Creek atio , a the time of the passage of the 

Curtis ct ill doubtless make i mmediate ap lication to t he Dawes 

Comm~ssion f or enrollment . 

All s uch appl ic ants should be pos i t i vely i dentified before 

being permitted to enroll . 

ith no provi s ion for payment of office r ent and t he other 

necessary expenditur es menti oned i n t he bill the ttornies i ll be 

greatly hampered and Till be unabl e to r ender t he service neces

sary to t he proper protection of t he i nt er ests of· t he Creek 

people . 

e would therefore r espe ctfully ask t hat you submit t he acco -

panying bill to t he ational Council ith such rec ommendations 

--P.Porters general letters .--(o--
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with reference thereto as you may deem proper . 

Very r espectfully , 

A •• McKellop 

C . A. ee~ , 

Attorneys for Creek ation . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ,Muskogee , Oklahoma .--Pleasant Porters gen
eral letters.-- c~-

·' 



Exe cutive Off ic e , ay 24 , 1901 . 

The 1embers of t he 

House of i ngs 

Gen tleme:n: 

arri ors . 

I here 1i t h transmi t to you a draf t of an a ct pr ovidi ng 

for t he e xpens es incurred i n t he coll ecti on of t he axes of t he 

us kogee Nation . 

This a ct is not desi gne d t o affe c t i n t he change of t he 

:present method of collec ti ng trib al t axes , . . but t o ua r d aga i nst 

a :pas si ble f a ilure of the en f or cement of our t ax l a s on t he 

ground t hat no :pr ov i s i on has been made f or the expen se s con-

necte d it h t be colle c t i on of such t axes . The treat y , s ecti on 33 , 

:provides t ha t " o f unds bela i ng to said tribe shall hereaf t e r 

be used or paid out for any purp ose by any offic r of t he Unite d 

States it hout co ns ent of the tri be , expressl y giv en , through it s 

national council, except as he r e i n prov i ded for . n 

The ~nnit l a of t he Iuskogee ation , approved .. ovember 

5th,l901, pro ide s for the pr e s ent method of col l ecti ng t he t a es , 

but makes no :pro i sion for the payment of the expenses co nre cted 

ith t be collection of such taxes . 

In this connection I woul d r esp3 c t ful l y s at e at for t.he 

fiscal ye ar ending June 30th , l 8 9 , the ruliount derived by t he 

ati on a s be t een three and f o ur t housand do l l ars . his 1as t he 

last yea r prior to t .he i naugur ati on of the resent s ys t em. T e 

amount derived for t he fisc al e a r endi ng June 30 , 1900 , s be-

t een t enty- six and t .enty- s even th ou sand dollars , and t he tota l 

--Pleasa nt )orters general l e tters .--pr f t of an a ct rovi d i ng for 
expenses incurred i n t he c ol lect1on o -ne taxes of t e usk . Na . --

o\ 
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e:xpense connected -ri th the e ~pense thereof as bet Teen four d 

five thousand dollars , and t e amount der i ved for the present year , 

ending cTune 30 , 1901, ill e ceed that of the ye ar previ ous a nd 

tbe expense · 11 be less 1an for t he prece i ng year •• 

I am or t he op inion that the resent sys t em has been advan

t ageous to the a ti on , and s ould not be perm i t t ed to f ail on 

account of no rovisio having bee 

nected there ith . 

It i s of the utmost i portance 

at this session of t be council . 

ade for the eJq? ens e con-

at this a ct s hould be passed 

espectfully , 

P . orter , 

r:li.ncipal Chief . 

Read & referred to • of • 

5/24/1901 

T . l .Perryman 

Pres . H . of ... i ngs . 

L . ] c .---Clk . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , .f.iuskogee , Oklahoma . 
--Pleasant Porters general letters . --draft of an act providing for 

xpenses incurred in the collecti on of the ta es of t he ~sk . a .--



May 24, 1901. 

M E M 0 R I A Lo 

By the National Council of the Creek (Muskogee ) Nation of 

Indians now in session at their cap i tol, to the Congress of the 

United States at Washington. 

Whereas it is stipulated in an agreement, made be tween the 

United States and said Ind ians , that upon the ratification of 

said agreement the Senate of tbe United States would determine 

the amount due that part of their people that were loyal to the 

United States §PVernment in the late Civil ar of the Rebellion 

for losses sustained by them during said War, and 

Whereas as provided i n the treaty of 1866 between the United 

States and said Indians the agents of the United States named 

in said treaty did fully examine &11 the claims of sa ·d loyal 

Creeks, who enlis-ted in the Federal Army, loyal refugees and 

Freedmen as therein provided for property lost by them ,in said 

war and after careful investigation of all of said claims and 

the evidence thereon, scaled and cut down each claim more than 

one half the amount claimed and for that sum made their awards 

as provided in said treaty, which awards were duly approved 

by the Honorable Commissioner of_ Indian Affairs and the Secre

tary of the Interior as provided in said treaty, and 

Whereas, said Loyal Creek Claimants have waited patiently 

upon the pleasure of the Government for over thi:;r-ty years for 

the payment or said claims and now trusting to the good faith 

of the United States, Your Memorialists most humbly pray. 

That the President of the United States, as required by 

---Pleasant Porter--a-59---
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said last agreement Will without unnecessary delay grant and award 

to each loyal Creek claimant the amount awarded to him or her by 

t.be Agents of t.be United States and approved by the Honorable 

Commissioner of Indians Affairs and the Secretary of the Interior 

as provided in the treaty of· 1866, and award to the Creek 

(Muskogee) Nation one hundred thousand dollars out of s aid 

original awards to reimburse said nation for the amount paid on 

said Loyal Creek claims out of the money of said Nation . 

Your memorialists further pray that the Congress of the 

United States appropriate a sufficient amount of money out of 

the treasury of the United States t o pay the One hundred thousand 

dollars to said nation and the bala nce due said claimants f ·ound 

due them by the Agents of tbe United States as provided in 

the treaty of 1866. 

And Your Memorialists , the National Council of the Creek 

Nation, now assembled , do hereby rat ify the contract made by 

Ex-Isparhecher as tJ::Je Attorney in fact of said loyal Creek claim

ants with their attorney on the e.ighth day of March , 1900, for the 

prosecution and c ollection or said claims, and request that 

Con-gress direct that out af the appropriation made to pay said 

claims that ten per cent o:r said amount as stipulated in said 

co·ntract be paid to the attorney named in said contract and that 

the balance be paid to said claimants or their legal represen

tatives by an officer of the United States as directed by the 

Secretary of the Interior. 
Adopted May 24,1901 . 

A.P.McKellop Amos Mcintosh 
Clerk Speaker , House of ifarriors . 

Concurred in May 24 , 1901. 

\ f) 

Lee McNevins--Clerk T.W.Perryman-President House of Kings . 
Approved May 24 , 1901. 

P.Porter-Principal Chief, Muskogee No 
(Endorsed)Union Agen~,Muskogee ,Okl ahoma--a-59--Pleasant Porter 's 
general letters. 
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National Council , 

Gentlemen :-

Committe e Room. 

Okmulg e e , ]). • • 

ay 24 , 1 901 

de , your spe ci a l Commi t t ee , appo i-nt ed t o consider t he advisability 

of creating a co i ssi on or delegati on to ent er i nto a supple

mental agreement vdth t he commissi on to t he Five Civilized Tri bes , 

have carefull y c onsidered the subje c t and submi t herevdth a draf t 

of an ac t embodyi ng t .be vie ws of the Commi t t ee as to t he number 

of Commis s i one r s to be el ec ted and the amendments or modi fi c a-

tions , t ha t should i n t he ju dgment of your co mmittee be i ncluded 

in a upp l emental Agreemen t t hat may be made with t he United 

States and ·re r e c ommend t he adopti on of t he Bill here · th sub-

mitted 

D. M. Hodge 

Clk . 

A. P . oKellop 
Clko 

arch Thomp son 

Chairman 

Bead & Referred to House of i ngs 

5/24/ 1901 . 

.Amos Mcint osh 

Sp . H. of • 

(Endorsed) Union Age ncy , rus-ogee, Okl ahoma .--Pleas ant or ter s 
general letters .--a- 21--·- -



May 25 , 1901 . 

AN A C T 

Appropriating Twel ve Hundred Dollars to be used in de

fraying the expenses .and per diem of a commission to negotiate 

a su.pplemen tal a gr eanent between t .be United States and the 

.Creek Nation. 

Be it enacted by the Nati onal Council o:f the Muskogee 

Nation: 

That t he re b e and is mreby appropriated , out of any moneys , 

not otherwise appropriated, out of the general fund of the 

Musk ogee Nation $1200.00 which shall be used to pay the per 

diem of the members of the commission , appointed by act of Coun

ci~ of May 25, 1.901, at t .he rate of seven dollars per diem 

each, upon vouchers made by them to the Principal Chief , and 

the Prine ipal Ch i ef i s .hereby authorized to issue warrants to 

said commission f'or the time served in tbe performance of 

their duty, or so muc h thereof' as rna y be :necessary . 

Als o t he Cha i nnan of the Commission shall furnish vouchers 

for s uch nece s s a r y cont i ngent expenses incident to their work . 

A.P . McKellop 
Clerk . 

Lee McNevi ns 
Clerk. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Approved: July 31,1901. 

William McKinley. 
(No.l3150) 

Adopted May 25 , 190+ • 

.Amos Mcintosh 
Speakerr House of Warriors . 

Concurred in May 25 , 1901 . 

T . W. Perryman 
Pr esident , House of Kings . 

Approve d May 25 , 1901. 
P . Porter 

Principal Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ,Muskogee,Oklahoma o--a- 57-rPl~as~Q~~onters 
g letters. 



EXECUTIVE 0 F F I C E 

Muskogee Nation . 

Okmulgee , I oT ., May 25 , 1901 . 

I, F. Porter, Pri ncip~l Chief of the Muskogee Nati on , do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is an act of the National 

Council of said Nation passed at its extra session of May , 

1901, a nd approved by me in my official character on May 25th, 

1901, and I .hereby submit the same for tbe approval of the 

President of the United States under the provisions of an ac t 

of Congress of March 1 , 1901, and of the Creek National Council 

of May 25th, 1901, ent itled ".An ~ct to rati fy and con:firm an 

agreement with the Mus kogee, or Creek tribe of Indians , and for 

other purposes. " 

Inasmuch as the Muskogee Nation has no officer known as the 

"National Secretary ," I have signed my name to) this certificate 

and caused the same to b e attested by the Private Secretary . 

In :witness whereo.f I .have bereunt.o signed my name as Prin

cipal Chief of the Mus kogee Nati on t his 25th day of May , 1901 , 

and have caused the great seal of the Muskogee Nation to be 

affixed. 

P . Porter 

Pri ncipal Chief of tbe Muskogee Na o 

Attest: 

W. S .Fears 
Acting Private Secre tary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency-,Muskogee ,Oklahoma .--a- 5'7-- Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

D 2524-1901 
Indian Territory, 

Muskogee , Ind . T., 

August 12, 1901. 

Honorable P. Porter, 

Sir:-

Principal Chief, Creek Nation, 

Muskogee, Indian Terri tory . 

You are respectfully advised that an act of t he National 

Council of the Creek Nation, approved by yourself on May 25, 

1901, en tit led -

"AN ACT appropriating twelve hundred dollars to be used in 

defraying t.be e:xpenses and per diffil of a co mmission 

to n.egotiate a supplemental agreen:ent between the 

Uni'ted States and the Creek Nation. ," 

- was approved by th:l President of the United States on July 

31, 1901, and said act, bearing the approval of the President, 

is respectfully returned to you hereWith. 

Very respectfully, 

J .Geo o Vright, 

U.S.Indian Inspector 
far Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-57--Pleasant Porter's 
general letters. 



May 25,1901 

AN ACT 

Appointing a co mmission, and instructing the same , wlth 

authority to enter into a supplemental a greement between the 

Creek Nation and the United States . 

Be it enacted by t~ National Council of the Muskogee 

Nation: 

That there be and is hereby created a commission of two 

persons to represent the Creek Nation, with authority to enter 

into such supplemental agreement with t~ United States as is 

hereinafter au tharized. 

The commission created under the provisions of the fore 

going section shall be authorized to propose to and agree with 

the Commissioners of t he United States upon the follo ing 

subjects: 

That section six of tlle agreement entered into March s , 

1900, and rati tied by Congress March 1, 1901, and by the Creek 

National Council on May 25, 1901, providing that the Dawes 

Commission shall settle all questions of contest , should be 

changed so that either party feeling aggrieved would have the 

right to appeal to the United States court. 

Again, in section 10, which authorizes the Secretary of the 

Interior, through the Dawes Commission, to set apart lands for 

townsites, even where it Elllbraces allotmen t s already taken and 

certiricates issued therefareo This provision should be so 

modified as to pennit such allottee to retain his allotment, or 

the proceeds of it it taken for the townsite, or relinquish it 

---P.Porter-a-58---
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at its option. 

Again, in section 28 of the agreement, the date of the 

closing of the rolls for the enrolling of infants should be 

c.banged from the first day of July to the date of the ratifi

cation of the agreement, which i s May 25 , 1901. 

Again, provision should be made for the rehearing of such 

cases of citizenship llhere contest is made against them by the 

Creek Nation through their legally constituted representatives . 

Section 29, provi ding for the enrollment of certain classes 

of Creek Indians, those recently removed from the state of Tex

as, those residing in the Creek Nation , and those who , by 

reason of nonresidence at the date nf the. passage o,f the Curtis. 

Act, should be modified so that they can be enro lled and receive 

their distributive share of t.be lands and other property of the 

Creek Nation, as for t )he reaso·n that the agreement providing 

tor their enrollment also provides for the closing of the rolls 

at the date of the ratification of the treaty . The date for 

their enrolLment should be fixed at some reasonable date to be 

agreed upon in the herein authorized supplemental agreement . 

Again, the Secretary of the Treasurer during last Congress 

was authorized to capitalize the permanent annuities of the 

Creek Nation. Provision should be made in this supplemental 

agreement that such capitalization · should not b e done without 

the agreement to do so by t.he Creek Nation. 

The said commission shall be author ized to agree to such 

other ·changes as may seam to foster the best interests of the 

Creek Nation, and when they shall perfonn their duties as herein 

authorized, before it shall have any force or effect, it shall 

---Pleasant Porter--a-58---
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be laid before the Creek National Council at its annual session 

in October for its consideration and approval, and thereafter 

be laid before Congress for its approval. 

The said commission shall act under ins true tions of the 

Principal Chief. 

A. P. McKellop 
Clk. 

L. MeN • . 
Clk. 

(No. 13149) 

Concurred in 5/25/1901 

.Amos Mcintosh 
Sp . H. of • 

Adcpted after amended so to read 
five persons instead of Twa . 

. 5/25/1901 

T • W. Perryman 
Pres. H . of K . 

Approved May 25,1901 
P.Porter 
Principal Chief, M. N. 

EXECUTIVE MANSION, 
Approved: July 31,1901. 
Villiam McKinley 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-58--Pleasant Porters 
general letters. 



EXECUTIVE 0 F F I C E. 

Muskogee Nation, · 

Okmulgee , Indian Territory , 

May 25 , 1901 

I, P. Porter~ Principal Chief of the Musk ogee Nation , do 

hereby certify that the foregoing is an act of the National Coun

cil at said Nation passed at its extra session of May , 1901, 

and approved by me in my official character on May 25 , 1901 , and 

I hereby submit the same for the approval of the President of 

the .United States under the provisions of an act of Congress of 

March 1, l90l, and of the Creek National Council of May 25, 

1901, entitled an act ' to rati:fy and conf'irm an agreement with 

the Muskogee or Creek tribe of Indians, and for other purposes o 

Inasmuch as there is no such officer of the Muskogee Na

tion known as the "National Se cretary , n I have signed my name 

to this certificate and caused the same to be attested by the 

Private Secretary. 

In witness whereof', I have hereunto signed my name as Prin

cipal Chief of the Muskogee Nation this 25th day of May , 1901, 

and caused the great seal of the Muskogee Nation to be affixed. 

P.Porter 
Principal Chief of the M. Nation . 

Attest: 

W.S.Fears 
Private Secretary(Acting) 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-58--Pleasant Porter 's 
general letters. 

' 



DEP ARTMm'T OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

D' 2523-1901 Indian Territory, 

Muskcgee , Ind . T. August 12, 1901 . 

Honorable P. Porter, 

Principal Chie~, Creek Nati on , 

Muskeg ee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir:-

You are respectfully advised that the act of the National 

Council of the Creek Nation , approved by yourself on May 25 , 

1901, and entitled: 

"AN ACT appointing a commission and instructing the same 

with authority to enter into a supplEmental agree

ment between t . .he Creek Nation and the Uni ted States , " 

- was approved by the President of the United States on ~uly 

31, 1901, and said act, be ari:r:g tb3 approval of the President 

is res~ c ttully returned to. you .herewith . 

Ve~ respectfully , 

J . Geo . right , 

U. S . Ind ian Inspector 

for Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenqr,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-58--Ple asant Por ter's 
general letters. 



I.T.D. 
2671-1901 . 

D E P A T 

The United St a t es Ind i an Inspe ctor 

Sir : 

for the Indi an rrerr i t ory , 

Nu sk ogee , I . '1' . 

I T R I 0 • 

J uly 3 , 1 901 . 

.fleferring to t h e a c t of the r e ek I at i onal Council , approved 

by t he ri ncip al Chief on :a y 25 , l 01 , ra t ify i ng an agr eement be 

tween t h e United ~ t a tes and t he Cr eek Nation , and to the act of on

grass approved 1. arch 1 , 1 9 0 1 ( 3 1 s t at ., 861 ) , ra ti fy i ng said agr ee -

ment , t here a r e included herewi th f our copi es of t h e pro clamat i on 

of the r es i de nt , da ted June 25 , 190 1 , de claring "sai d agreement , 

except paragraph t hirty - s i x thereof , duly rati f i ed and that all the 

provisi ons ther eof , except s aid paragraph t hirty- s i x ~hic h fa i l e d 

of r a ti f ication by t he Cr eek na t i ona l counci l , be ca e law accord i ng 

to the terms t h ereof upon t he t wen t y- f ifth day of Way, nineteen 

hundred and on8" . 

You are advi sed tha t fo ur co p~es of said proc l amat i on have 

t his day bee n sent t o t he r i ncipa l hie f of t he Cre ek Na t ion . 

By d ir ec t ion of t he de cret ary o 
e spec tfull y , 

?dward .1 . awson . 
4 i n closures . Chi ef Cl erk . 

( ndors ed) Un ion . genc y l 2398 r eceived J ul . 1 2 , 1 9 l . ·ffi ce of 
U. J . Indi an Inspe c tor for I . ' . . ash i ngt o , J u l y 3 , 19 l . ve cretary . 
Sends co pi es of 1rocla1 a ti on of the re s i den t promul g at ing Cr eek 
ASreement . 

J; 
\ 
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Be it en ac ted by the. Nati onal Council of the Muskogee 

Nation: 

That t he e xpenses of collecting the taxes of the Muskogee 

Nation s hall be paid out of the funds arising therefrom under 

direction af t he Secretary of the Interior . 

A.P. McKellop 
Cl erk . 

Lee McNevi ns 
Clk . 

(No.13153-
recd.June 4,1901) 

Adopted May 24, 1901 . 

Amos Mcintosh 
Speaker H. of Varriors . 

Concurred in May 25 , 1901. 

T . W .Perryman 
Pres oH.- of Kings . 

Approved May 25 , 1901 . 

P.Porter , 
Principal Chief. 

EXECUTIVE. MANSION. 
July 27 , 190l o 

Approved : 

William McKi nley. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma .--a- 57--P.Porters gen . letter~ 



~ X E C U T I V E 0 F F I C E 
Musk~ee Nation. 

Okmulgee, I.T., May 25,1901. 

I. P. Porter, Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nation , do 

hereby certify that the forego·ing is an act of the National 

Council of said N~tion passed at its extra session of May , 1901, 

and approved by me in my official Character on May ·25th, 1901, 

and I .hereby submit the s,all2 for the approval of the President 

at the United States under the provisions of an act of Congress 

of' March 1, 1901, and of the Cree k National Council of May 

25th, 1901, entitled "An Act to, ratify and confirm an agreement 

With the Muskogee or Creek tribe of Indians, and for other 

purposes.tt 

Inasmuch as the Muskogee Nation has no officer known as 

the "National Secretary," I have signed my name to this certi

ticate and caused the same to be attested by the Private Secretary. 

In witness whereof I have hereunto signed my name as 

Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nation this 25th day of May, 

1901, and have caused the great seal of the Muskogee Nation to 

be atfixed. 

Attest: 
W.S.Fears 

act'g Private Secretary. 

P.Porter 

Principal Chief ·of the 
Muskogee Nation. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,MUskogee,Oklahoma.--a-5?--Pleasant Porters 
generaL letters. 



D E R T 1 I 

I. T. D. 
3191-1901. 
File 60-1899. 

T 0 F T li E I N T E R I 0 R, 

. ash i ngt on. 

The United St a tes Ind ian Inspector 

for the Indi an Territor y , 

Huskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

July 30 , 1901. 

On July l 5 , 1901 , replying t o de partment a l letter of 

July 3 , 1901 , conc er ning an a c t of the Na t i onal Counci l of 

the Cre ek Na tion r e l ative to the appointment of a commis s i on 

to enter i nt o a s upp l emental agreement, in the body of wh ich 

act it is s tat ed t ha t this commission shall be composed of 

two per sons , while it appeared t hat the act ~ as amended by 

the House of i ngs so as to read f ive persons , andthere was 

nothing to show that the other House concurred in this amend

ment , you transmit t ed a communicat i on fr om t he Principal . 

Chie f of said nation inclosing an affidavit of A . .. . HcKellop , 

clerk of t he House of , arr i ors of the National Council , in 

hi ch affidavit is embodied an excerpt of the minutes of the 

House of arriors , as f ollows : 

"On motion , report of Committee on elegation and 
Supplemental Agreement , r e commendi ng that there be t wo dele 
gates , and em odyi ng i nstr u cti ons to sam , hich was adop t d 
by the ouse of ... ings , after amendinp- s o as to read f i ve 
de legates i nstead of t w , was read and concurred in as amended . " 

You recommend , a s i t appears from this aff idavit tha t 

there wa s simply an err or i n engrossing the a ct , that the 

2&00 
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affidavit be attached to t he act and that it be considered as 

a part ther e of , showi ng that bot h branches of the Council 

agreed t o the amendment providi ng f or a commis s ion of f i ve 

persons instead of t wo . 

The Commissioner of Indian Affa i r s , reporting in the 

matter July 27 , 1901~ concurs in your recom.men at j_ on , and t he 

Department con curr ing , the a ff idavit has been atta ched to the 

act and the act s u mit ted to the President . In so concurring , 

however , the Depart ment r eserves op i nion relative to the 

merits of t he suggested amendments to the existing Creek 

gre ement . 

A1 copy of t he Colrrmissi one r's letter is i n closed . 

1 inclosure . 

(Endorsed ) Union 
Indi an Inspector 
retary----Cre ek 
amended a s shown 
President. 

Respe ctfully, 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secretary. 

Agency o . 2500.Re ce ived Aug . l , l90l . Office of u. s. 
f or Indian Terri t ory . ',','ashingt o n , July 30 , 190l . Sec 
ct rel . to Delegat i on and Suppl ementa l greement , 
by McKel lop ' s aff i dav i t , has been submit ted to 



D 2519-1901 

DEP~ OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Ind ian Inspector 

For 

Tndi an Terri tory , 

Muskog,ee , Ind . T., 

August 12 ,1901 . 

Honorable P. Parter, 

Principal Chief',Creek Nation , 

Muskogee,Indian Territory . 

Sir:-

You are respectfully advised that an act of the National 

Council of the Creek_ Nation , approved by yourself on May 25 , 

1901, providing :for t.he payment of expenses of collecting the . 

tribal taxes of your Nation , was approved by the President of 

the United States on July 27, 1901, and said act , bearing the 

~proval or the President is respectfully returned to you 

herewith. 

Very res:t:e ctfully, 

J.Geo. right , 

U. S.Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency~MUskogee,Oklahoma--a-57--Ple asant P~rters 
general letters. 

\ 
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Appr opr i ati ng s i x hundre d dollars , t o be used i n defrayi ng 

the e xpenses and per di em of a cornmis s i on appo i nt ed under act 

of the ationa l Counc i l of fuay 2 , 1901 , to negot i ate , or t o 

complete negotiati ons i th t.he av1es Commissi on as to upp l emental 

Agreem.en t . 

BE TEATDBY u 

That there be and is hereb ap r opr iated , out of the Ge neral 

Fund of the ·ius ogee a ti on , t e sum of s i x hundred dollars , or s o 

muc.l:l. t hereof as may be necessar y , t o be used i n defrayi ng the ex

pense s and per di em of t e commi ssi on appo i nted under ac t of 

the ati ona l council of iay 25 ~ 19 01 , to negotiate a suppl e en t a l 

agreement u t h the a es Commissi on , at the rate of seven dollars 

per da y e ach , u on ouc ers made by t hem t o t he ri ncipal h i ef , 

and t he ri ci pal Chi ef is he reby aut h orized t o i ssue 1arrants t o 

said commi ssi on for the t · e served in t.he per f ormance of the ir 

duty . 

Also t he Chai rman of t he Commi ssion s' all furn i sh vouchers 

f or such necessary conti ngen t expenses i n cident to their work . 

Th is a ppro r i a t i on is made nece s s ary f or t he reason t at the 

negotiati ons in r e f r ene e t o t he suppl emental agr ee ent have not 

yet been completed , and the appropriation hereto for e made f or thi s 

purpose has b een exhausted . 

A. P .1 c ellop--Clerk 

Lee MoNevins--Cl erk 

dopt ed October 12 , 1901 . 

Alex Davis -- peaker House of arr iors , 
pro tem. 

Concurred i n October 12 , 1901 . 

T •• Perryman--Pr es . House of i ngs 

Appr oved c tobe r 1 5 , 1901 . 

--P . Por t ers general letters .-- P . Porte r ,Pri n . h i ef . ! • • 

--

,r;P 



D T In' 
' 

United tates Indian I nspe c t or 

For 

Indi an Terri tory 

D-3222- 1901 us kogee , Ind . T., Dec . 30 , 1901 . 

Mr. Pleasant orter , 

Sir : 

Pri ncipal Chi ef Creek ation, 

uskogee ~ Indian erritory . 

I have to respectfully advise you that the act of the ationa1 

Council of t he reek or uskogee ation , approved b yourself on 

October 15 , 1901 , and entitled ,-

nAn act a propriating 9600 . 00 to be used in defraying the ex-

penses and per d i e of a commission a pointed under act of ational 

Council of ~ ~ 25 , 1 01 , to negotiate or to complete negotiations 

With t he Da 'les Co issi on as to supplemental agreement , tt 

was submitted by the Department to the resi dent for executive 

action on De cember 17 ,1901 , and as duly approved on ecember 19 , 

1901 . 

The act bearing the approval of the resident is respectfully 

returned he r em th . 

hile t he e:partn;ent r commended this act for approv al , t he 

Honorabl e ~ecret ry of the Interior instructed me , ho ·rever , that 

hereaft e r i n si milar cases i t will be required that a detailed 

statement be transmi tte d i th the act , sho g all i te of expendi-

tures upon uhich arrants f or t he original a r o riation ere made . 

- - P . Porters general l e t ters--
--ACTs .--

Ve r y respe ctfu lly , 
J . Geo . 'r i ght , u •• Ind. Insp . for 
I . T. 



EX CUT IV 0 I C • 

"'u skogee Jati on . 

kmu lg e e , I • T • , 

ctober 15 , 1901 . 

I . P . PORTER , Pri n cipa l Chi ef of t he 1uskogee a ti on , do he r eby 

certify t ba t t .he f oregoing i s an act of t h e a t i onal Council of 

said ati on , passed at its regu lar sess i on of Octobe r , 1901 , and 

approved by me i n my Of~icial charac ter on October 15 , 19 01 ~ and 

I here by submit t he same for the approval of the res i den t of the 

Unite d ' tates unde r tbe pr ovi s i ons of an Act of Congr ess of 

March 1 , 1901 , and of t he Creek National Counci l of ay 25 , 1901 , 

entitled "An Ac t to rati f y and conf irm a n agreemen t it h t he 

Musk ogee or Creek Tr i .be of Indi ans , rod f or othe r pur poses . " 

Inasmuch a s the usko gee ati on ha s no Officer known as the 

National ' ecre tary , I have s i gned my name t o t h i s certif ic ate , 

and cause d the s ame to be attested by t he r i vat e Secre t ar y . 

In it ne ss !hereof , I have he r eWlto signe d my name as ri nci 

pal Chief of t he usk ogee l ation t h is 15th day of Octob er , l 901 

\ 

and have caus ed the Gr e at eal of t he ius.kogee ation to be aff ixed . 

At test : 

. s . Fears 
Ac ting Private Secre t ary. 

P . Porter 

Pr inci pal Chi ef of t he 
~ usk oge e Nati on. 

ffi i TE HOUSE . 
Approved , December 19 , 1901 . 

T . Rooseve lt. 

--Pleasant Porters general l e tters .--ACT .--



DEPA RT 

I.T.D.5003-1901. 

NT 0 F T H 

ashington. 

United St ates I ndian Inspector 

for t he Indian Territory , 

usk ogee , I . T. 

ir: 

I NT R I 0 • 

November 14 ,1901 . 

T~ Department is in receipt of your communicat i on dated 

November 4 , 1901 , i nclosi ng a letter from the Princlpa1 Ch ief 

of the Creek at i on , addressed to you, dated Oc tober 23d last , 

wherein he states that .he desires to c a ll the attent i on of the 

Department , t hrough you ,, to the slow pr ogress th at is being 

made i n t he matter of the distribution of t h e Creek lands and 

the issuance of pa tents to t hose entitled to receive t hem, 

under the provi sions of the agreement ratified May 25 , 1901. 

You also transmit a r epor t of t.he U. S . I ndian ent re la

tive to t.he i ssuance of deeds to t own l ots and h i s a ction 

concerning the placing of allott ees in possession of the lands 

covered by t heir selecti ons . 

You state that you understand that t he Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tr ibes has made report to the Department in 

reference to section 23 of the Creek agre ement re qu iring the 

Se cretary of tbe I nterior to ftrrnish t h e Pri n cipal Chief ith 

blank deeds necessary for al l conveyances provided for in said 

agreement. 

You recommend that you be dire cted to adVi "'e the r incipal 
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Chief that in each i nstance where full payments of town lots 

have been made , he is immediately adv i sed of that fact , and 

that a c tion is being tru{en by the Indian gent as rap i dly 

as possible co n cerning the p lacing of allot tees in posses -

sion of t he lands covered by their selecti ons . You further 

recomme nd that you be advised to i nform the rincipal Chi ef 

with r eference to the i ssuance of deeds as early as prac t i 

cable , in order that be may duly inform the Creek Council 

whic h meets on ovember 20th . 

The Acting Commissioner of I ndian Af f airs forwarded 

your said report and i nclosures on November 1 2th , and also 

transmitted a newspaper published at uskogee , I . T., vvh ich 

contains a co py of the· letter addressed to the Acting Cha irman 

of the Dawes Commiss ion on ct ober 24 , 1901 , by the rin cipal 

Chief of t h e Creek ation . The Indian ffice expre sses the 

opinion t hat , since the Prin cipal Chief has g iven sai d 

correspondence to the press , no ot her reply should be made t o 

1 t except to advise him , through you , that i t i s not the policy 

of this Department "to enter into public or other contro versy 

with any person or officia l . " 

The Commis sion to the 1 ive Civilized Tribes has been fully 

advised wit h r e ference to the matter of the i ssuance of deeds 

for allotments , and it will not be necessary for you to 

further inf orm the r inci pa l Chief i th reference theret o . You 

are , however , au t horized to inform the Princlpal h ief 

rel ative to the i ssuance of de e ds for town lots vJhere p yments 

have been fully made , and also concerning t he action of the 

Indian gent i n placing allottees i n ossession o f the ir 

allotments , i n accordance wi th your recommendations . 

A copy of the report of the ctine; otnrtl issioner of I nd i an 
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Affairs is i n cl osed herewith, 

esp ec tfu lly , 

.A. IIi tchcock. 

' e cret ary . 

1 i n closure . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agen c o , 3044 e cei ved ov . 21,1901 Off i ce 
of U, .Indian I nspec t or , f or I ndi a n Territor y. ashing t on , 

ov ,l4 ,1901 , ecretary .---- el at ive to l e tte r of rin . Chi ef , 
Creek ati on ,concer n ing slow progr es s ma de i n al lot t ing l ands 
and issuing patents , etc ,----

l 
; 



A ACT 

Maki ng ap pr opriat i on i n favor of A •• McKellop and H. C. 

Ree d , Re presentatives of Cr eek ation before Da es Com. 

BE IT El ACT D BY TH i Krio L C 0 CIL 0 1 KOG 1 TI 

That t here be , and. is hereby , appropriated , out of the 

General Fund of the uskogee Na ti on , the sum of One thousand 

five hundred dollars , or so mu ch t hereof as may be ne cessary , 

in favor of A. . 1' c ellop and H . C . Reed , for their per diem 

and necessary expenses ,. hlld for i tne ss fees ; said amount to 

be paid as pr ovided under act of the -ati ona l Council of ovem-

ber , 1900 , and approwed by t he resi dent of the United tates 

De cember 3 ~ 19 00 , and approved by t he President De cember 3 ,1900 , 

and entitled nAn ct provid i ng for the appointment of t To 

attorneys to represent the '~"us:koge e ati on before the Da es Com-

mission . n 

Said amount to be paid in accordance ith such rules and 

regulations a s may be pr escribed by the ecretary of the Interior 

f or the disburseme t of Creek funds . 

A. P . ,rcKellop 
Cl erk 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk 

dopted ecember 5 ~ 1901 . 

Amos cin tosh 
upeaker , House of 1arriors . 

Concurred i n .De cember 5 ,1901 . 

T •• Per ryman 
Pre.siden t ouse of i ngs . 

ppr oved De cembe r 5 , 1901 . 

P . Porter , 
Pri ncipal Chi ef , us kogee Na. 

--Pl easant orters general 1etters .--ACT .--



NT !F TH I IOR , 

United 'tates Indian Inspector 

For 

D 3435- l902 Indi an erritory , 

uskogee , Ind . T., 

Jan. 30 , 1902 . 

Honorable P . Porter , 

Pri ncipal Chief , Creek ation, 

uskogee , Indian Territory . 

Si r :-

There is re spe c tfully returned here ith an act of the at ion

al Council of the Creek ation , approv ed by yourself on De cem-

ber 5 , 1901 , and en tit led 

AN AD making an appropriation in favor of . P . 

c ellop and H.c. eed , representativ.es of 

the Creek ation before Dawes Com. 

Thi s act as approved by the r esi dent on January 20 , 1902 , 

as shovm by his endorsement thereon . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Geo . ri ght , 

u •• Indian Inspector 
for Indian Territory . 

--Pl easan t Porters general letters .--ACT .--



I r CUTIV I 0 I C E 

Muskogee ati on . 

Okmulgee , Indian Territory 

December 7 , 1901 . 

I •• Porter , r i nci pal Chief of t he uskogee at ion , do , 

hereby certify tha t t he forego i ng is an a ct of t he ati onal 

Council of said ation , passed a t its regular sessi on of 

October , 1901, and a proved by me in my offic.i a1 character on 

December 5 , 1 01 , and. I do hereby submit the same for the ap

proval of the r esident of the United States under the pro

visions of an Act of Congress of arch 1 ,,1901 , and of t he 

Creek ati ona1 Council or ay 25,-1901, entitl ed tt·An Act to 

ratify and confirm an agreement \vi th t he ruskoge e or Creek 

tribe of Indians , and f or ot.he r purpos es . " 

Inasmuch as the 1usk ogee ati on has no ff i cer known as 

the "National ue cretary , " I have signed my name to t his 

certificate ~ and c aused the s~e t o be attes t ed by the rivate 

Secre t ary . 

In witness hereof I have hereunto si gne d my name as 

Principal Chief of the Mus kogee ati on this 7t h day of Dec-

ember,1 01. and have c aused the Great eal of t he Muskogee 

Nation t o be affixed . 

Attest : 

. s . Fears 

. Porter 
ri nci pal Chief of the 
uskoge e (Creek ) ati on . 

Acting Priva t e ecretary. 

IT IIOU • 
Approve d.J anuary 20 ,1902 . 

T. oos evel t . 
--Pleasant Porters general letters .--ACT~ .--



Refer in reply to the following : 

Land 
75964-1902. DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER IOR, 

Office of Indian Affairs , 

~ lashing ton , 
January 6, 1902 . 

'rhe Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

The re is transmitted herewith for executive action a reso-

lution of the National Council of the Muskogee Nation , approved 

by the Principal Chief December 3 , 1902 , and entitled -

~A Resolution providing f or the appointment of delegates 

to visit ·~ ashington", also the let ter o f Acting Ins pector Zevely 

dated December 22 , 1902 , relative thereto . 

The Said resolution provides: 

~That there shall be elected at t he present session of the 

"National Council, in the manner provided by law, f our competent 

"citizens of the Muskogee Nation to constitute a delegation to 

"represent the interests of said nation at iashington , D. C., 

"during the present session of Congress ; two of said delegates to 

"especially represent thoae int erested in the Loyal Creek claim 

"and the other two to have charge of t he resolutions passed by 

"the International convention held at Eufaula, I . T. on the 28th 

~day of November, 1902, and t o pre sent t he same to Congress and 

"the proper committees thereof and to the Secretar y of the 

"Interior and other proper officials of the Gover nment of the 

55<&5 
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~united States, and to use such means and efforts as may be proper 

"and necessary, in conjuncti on with similar dele gates or represen

"tatives of the other Nations of the Indian Territory, to carry in

to effect the purposes for which said Internationa l Convention as 

"convened . 

" Be it Furthe r Resolved, Tha t the Principal Chief sha ll be ex-

"Officio menber of s a id delegation . " 

The Acting Inspector s ays he has conferred fully it b t he 

Principal Chief concerning this act and t hat he is particularly 

anxious that the same be approved; that his nation has never 

attempted, like the other tribes, to send delegates to ~ashington 

unless they were duly authorized by the Department to proceed , 

that prominent members of his tribe feel that it is necessary 

that the nation be represented before Congress during this ses s ion; 

that the deepest inter est is felt by the Cre ek Indians in their 

future as citizens of the United States , and that this is partic 

ularly true since there has been so much discussi on concerning 

the admission of Oklahoma and Indian Territory as a State. 

The acting Inspector further says tha t he can see no ob 

jection .to the appr oval of this act ; that Principal Chief Porter 

has acted in entire harmony with the Department in all ma tters 

affecting th Creek Indians, and the orig inal and supplemental 

agreements were both r a tified by the Nationa l Council l ar gely 

through his influence and that he respectfully ur ges t he appr val 

or the act transmitted . 
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The of fice concurs in t his r ecommendat ion of the Act i ng 

Inspector for the r eason t bat Pri ncipal Chief Porter urges it, 

The resolution p~ovides that he is to be an ex-offic io member 

ot the delegation. He has a lway;s· been ready and will ing to sup

port the Department i n the admi nistrat i on of affairs in the Creek 

Nation. The mat t ers to whic h the delegation wishes to di rect 

the attention of t he Depar t ment and Congr ess are of i mpor t ance 

to the Creek People and the offi ce s ees no objection to thi s 

effort on their part to ca r e for thei r intere sts . It is therefore 

respectfully recommended tha t the resolut i on be approved . 

Very respectfully, 

w. A. Jones , 

Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 5545 . Received . J an . 20 , 1903 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector far Indian Territory . Washingto~,Jan. l3 , 1903 . 
Secretary.----Act of Creek Council providing for de egates to visit 
Washington, Approved by Pres ident Jan. 9 , 1903 . 
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Muskogee , I . T., Jan . 20, 1902 . 

Mr • VI . J • crump , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir :-

I enclose you her ewith letter in reference· 

t o Wesley Barnett , who is n ow in the Penitentiary, 

wh i ch explains itself . 

Respectfully , 

P. Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy Pross Book, general letters by 
Prin . Ch ie f , Letter 386 , Mu skogee , Okle. •. 

'6 \ 



D p H I T ' I 
' 

United tates Indi an I nspector 

or 

D 3390-1902 I ndian Territory , 

usk ogee , I nd . T., Jan . 25 ~1 02 . 

Honorable P .Porter ~ 

ir:-

Principal Chi ef , r eek ati on , 

·uskogee , Indi an err i t ory . 

I have to r e spectf ully advise you that the act of t he at i on

al Council of t he Cr eek ation , approved by yourself on ecem-

ber 5,1901, and enti tled "An act maki ng an appropriati on in 

favor of Harsha & paulding , n ras submit t ed by t he Department t o 

the resident for executive action n J anuary 15 , 1902 , and a s 

duly appr ove d Jan uary 1 6 ,,1 02 . 

The said act bea r ing the approval of t he res i dent is re 

spectfully enclos e d he re i th . 

Ver res ectfully , 

J . Geo . right ,, 

u •. Indi an I spe ctor 
for I ndi an Territofy. 

--P.Porters general letters .-- .--



DEP 'l' 
' 

United States Indi n Ins ector 

or 

D 3392-1902 I1dian Territor , 

usko ee , I nd . T. , Jan . 25 , 1902 

Hon .P.Porter, 

Pri ci al hi e f , ree at i on , 

us ogee , Indian erritory. 

ir :-

I have to res ec t ful l adv i se you tha t the act of t he a-

tional Council of t he ree ati on , a roved by ou~self on 

December 5 ,1901., and entitled " act eki ng an ap ro riation 

in favor of S aulding- u tchi nson ~·e • Co ., " as submitted by 

the Departme t to t he r esident f or e ecutive acti on on anuary 

13,1902, and as duly a roved on J anuar 16 , 1902 . 

The said a ct ea i t e approval of the res i dent i s re -

spectfully enclosed bere ith . 

e ry respectfully , 

J . Geo . · ri h t ~ 

U. . Indian I ns ec t or 
ror ndian erritory . 

--P.Porters general letters .-- CT o--



~skogee , Indian T., May 2 , 1902 . 

Honorable , 

The Attorne y General , 

· .. a shing t on, D. C. 

S 1 r : 

In t he eve nt that a c t i on Eigk t of the Indi an Appr o

priation Bill , hich rovide s for t e divi sion of t he \Jorthern 

District of t h e Indi an Territory , is adopt · d by ongress , and 

as c ontemplated i n sai d secti on , t he appointment of a United 

tates Attorney for that par t of sai d distr ict to be kno m as the 

e s t e rn Di stric t of the Indian 'o rri tor be comes necessar , I 

would r espectfully recommend for a po i n t ent 1 • James H. Huckle -

ber;ry who , as t he pr esent Ass i stant United '"' tates ttorney , has 

rendered serv i ce s h i ghly c r edi table to t he ublic service . 

~1r . Iuck l eberry i s a young man of splend i d legal ab i lity , 

who by h is gen tlemanly and bus i ne ss-lilce cond uc t of t .he public 

.business , has 1on both t .be r espect and admiration of tbe en tire 

Northe rn Dis tri c t . By his fair and i mparti treat ont of my 

people he 'as gai ned the ir conf iden cc and respect , and h is appoint 

ment ould be more than p l ec;.,s i ng to the Creek e ople . 

Ver r ospectfull , 

P . Porter , 

Pr incipal Cl i ef . 

(bdorsed ) Union Agency ress Boo , Gene r al Letters by ri n ci 1 
Chief • Lette r 8 . I~us cogee , la . 



Hon . Isparhe cher , 

c / o J.~ . A. f . Rob b . 

Dear Friend : 

fus kogee , Indian T., 

lfay 2 , 1902 . 

I ha ve l ooked t hro u5h our packages of can celled arrants 

a nd do not find the one fo r $2 5 . 00 ~hi ch was i ssued by you to 

your sel f and sold to r . ob b for cer t ai n ra ti onal e cpenses dur

i ng your administrati on . 

At the first counc il af t e r I Jas ele.c ted the 'arrant was 

hande d t o me by Jr ., Robb , and I asked for -n appropria tion for 

its payment , 1hich 'ou 1i ll r emember , and transmitted the V'arr n t 
I 

to t he Coun c il , but no appropriation \! s made , and in some vray 

t he unr r t as mis l a ced . Ho vever , the Yarron t 1:as cancelled , 

and will never come up agai nst you or the Nation . I underst nd 

t hat you a gr eed t o pay • obb in the event the ·council did not 

ap propri ate it . "lhen ·you have pa i d -_r . obb , if you desire it? 

I ill agai n at the next Council ask t hat an appropri tion be 

made to re i mburse you , for I have no doubt that you expended the 

mone y t or a ti onal pur poses . 

Yours truly , 

P . Porter , 

Pri n cipal Chi ef . 

( do rsed ) Union Agency Pr ess Book Genera l L~~ers by r i n c ipal 
Chie~ • Lette r 7 . Huskogee , kl a . 



Muskogee , Indi a n • , :fa 3 , 1 90 2·. 

·ash i ng t o n , D. C. 

Dea r i r : 

I have yours of -he 4 t ult i mo . anks for ;ou at t ention 

and t he i nfor mati on c ont ai ned i n our letter . 

I see i n t .he ne .s pa ers th a t some thi n is being done i n 

regard t o the uppl e en t al . ·r emen t . f it is not aski ng t oo 

much, I ould be l ad if ou auld inqui re i nt o t.be mat t er , and 

advise me of t he ossibi l it of its assage , and in :hat form . 

I trust ou may st: cceed i n se curi ng acti on on the os t 

Prope;r t y cla i • 

Yours ver truly , 

• orte r , 

r inci pal h i e f . 

sed ) Union Agency Pr ess Book , General Lette rs 
Letter 12. uskogee • kla. . 

r i n ci a l 



Kus o ee JI • . , a 6 , 1902 • 

• Freeland ,Tcin t os , 

Checotah , Indian 1 . 

Dear 3ir : 

I am in receipt of o rs of the 28 t h ultimo ; and am · ln t o 

kno that y explanation i n ref renee to t he to msi te mat ter 

is satisfactor y t o ou . 

In re ard to t he nut ter of tres ass u on your a l lotment b 

one • T . GaLlble , I . ill toda,. c 1 e mat t er to t .e avtcnt i on 

of the Indian ent , mose duty it is to ri t troubles of i s 

kind. I will ur ge u on him to t e sue steps a s Till compe l 

said Gamble to co i ne his sto c ,. to onl such 1 ds a s he has 

rented . Anot e r cour se you might pur sue is to sue lim for 

trespass and or dama es done to your l otment . 

( dorsed ) Union 
hiet , Letter 15. 

Yours truly , 

• orter , 

ri ncipal Chi ef . 

ency Press Book, General Letters by rincipal 
us o ee , kla . 



I ~skogee , I . T., ~ay 3 , 1902 . 

• Geo • D • . Iarvison , 

Morse , I . T. 

Dear Sir : 

I have recei vod ours of t he 30th ult ., und onl y rr i te 

to ackno ledge 1 ts r e ce i t , and to i nform you that I have no 

stallion now . 1·Ir . obb h as bousht Ball Blaycr , and is send i ng 

him out to your p lace . Le vri 11 probabl be there b- da af t e r 

tomorro • 

Yours t r u l - ,. 

P . Port~ r , 

Pri ncipal Chief . 

ed) Union Agency Press Book , Gener 
Lett 10 . ~skogee , Okla . 

Letters by t he Principal 



·uskogee , Indian T., rl ay 10 , 1902 . 

TO ALL . rHO ARE I TE T i 

K1 0 · t ha t t he bear e r of this , ··Iill i am Penn , I s an 

honest man in good s t anding rith h is ne i ghbors , and i s the o ·mer 

ot one gra y horse ,, br anded on t.he left shoulder , and one bay 

horse (geldings ) n t h vh ite spot i n h i s f a ce , branded T; t hat said 

horses e re s tolen f:rom 1 i m on or a bout the 28th day of April , 

1902 , from h i s home near etumka . 

I therefore e rnestly request t ha t all ssistance possible 

be ive n him in t be re covery of h i s horses and the c ap ture of 

the criminals . 

espe c tful ly , 

P . orter , 

r i n ci pal Chi ef . 

( dorsed) Union Agency Press Book , Genera l Lette r s by Prin cip al 
hit, Letter 44 . usk ogee , Okla . 

~ . 



Muskogee, Indian T., 

~ a y 23 ,_ 1902 . 

Hon. J. Blair Shoenr·el t, 

United State s Indian Agent., 

,:uskogee , Indian Terr i tory . 

Sir: 

I i nclos e letter: of . r . ,.. • T. ~o' lrond , \lith t he request that 

you c use the collection of t h e t axes due t 1e Creek nat i on f rom 

the obert H. Iall Tele ho·ne Company , and that t he same be pl aced 

in tl~ Treasury of the Unit e d o t atcs to the cre di t of t he Cr eek 

ation. 

Your s r e s· e ctf'u l l , 

P . ortc r , 

Prine i :p al Chi e f . 

orsed) Union Agency Press Book , Gener - Letters b 
--·-t• Lett~r 83 . ~uskogee , Okla . 

rinci al 

~\ 
\ 



Hon. · illi am • pri ·er , 

a shing t on , D. c. 
De ar J udge prin er : 

. .1uskogee , I ndi an m J.: . , 
June 7 , 1902 . 

I t i sh you aul d send me a cop of the report made on 

the Creek- Self- i gr at i on claim, the n ber of the document I ·do 

not r eme mber. "o.id 1'xecutive document embrace s t he names of· 

·all persons o ere enrolled as ree_ - elf - rmi ·rants . 

I trust no 1 endmen ts "f ill be reposed to t e Cre Agreement 

h ioh wi l l pre vent action be ing talcen b Congres s a t t h is 

session. r he a r eemen t as I l eft it Ti ll be more aocep table to 

my peopl e , and any mate r i al change made in i ts terms 'i l l render 

its acceptance and r tification by the Creek co uncil doubtful . 
, 

Yours truly , 

P . Porter . 

~~w.sed ) Union Agen cy Pr ess Book , General Let t e rs by rincipal 
Letter 101. Hus-ogee , 0 l a . 

\ 



.. usko ee , •• , J une 10 , 1 02 . 

Hon . Con charti ~ieee , 

By ,_essei ge r . 

Dear 0 ir : 

I am in r ce i t of our letter naking st t F~nt in rega ·d 

to · p i ce o 1 nd , e bracing about fourteen quarter sections , 

ar ound hie as built , and i n 11 ic h tl e stock of 

certain m of yo to n ere kept , and also noti ce fr om 

cert in ers , ood v i tt n , no tify i you to t a ke do .n s a id 

p .... sture c the h d ad r t con tract for the use of a quarter 

secti on d crib d i n t ir let t er , and ' ich is the sane s ou . 
wri te me ha b en i nclosed , .nd in lich so 1 0 head of ca ttle 

and 70 off e d of rses 1av be n g razed . 

In reply to our uesti on as to h t e t is c ould b la ·-

f ully done , I ave t s y t t t 1 ave no r i ght to do so nd 

said pasture , but the citizens 11 not be e itted to t do 

o ade selection of t ay aintain th past e b llot-

ting t a c , and ull o son has m de arran eNe ts 1it t e 

Da es Co 11issi on to s so on as possib l e br i ng thetl do . n and 1avo 
them sel ct their allot nt • ay no further attention to the 

notice sent you b , ood . it t en , but urge your to peopl · · o 

have not fil ed ,i thi n th t a~ture to as soon ns pos ible come 

do end sel ct ·t ir al lot nt.., t1 r i n , or s l ect the allot-

ments they is 1 an s nd it do . i th t o e th t co c in order 

t a't t a.es Commission rna i r f ilin s for • 

ll nd the difficulty and l cav the p ople th t have i nclosed 

s boo , General Lett rs , . - ort r , a e c Letter 112 . - -



- 2-

he pasture in full possessi on of their property as their selec

tions or final allotments . 

In the event an y pe rson may have filed on any of t hese allot

ments that have not helpe d to make the :i re fence and ha ve 

improvements i thin t 10 ·:i re f nee the ill be compelled t o 

hunt selecti ons of al lotments els e .h ere , for the pur pose of maki ng 

allotments is to g ive ach al l ottee l and so as to i nclude the ir 

homes and impr ovem ts . 

I am sorry to l earn t hc. t our .heal t h i s not c ood , but hope 

that you ·rill soon be 

the time .. hol d o r 

11 , a nd that I ··Ji ll s ee ou a t l e"st by 

nua l counc il . 

Any r onss oc curri iJb af f c t i llG the me 1be s of your to .rn i n 

regard t o tr · s asse s u on t h ir allot ment"' ri ll be e l od for you 

to report them to no a t on t i~e , and I -:ill c; iv the cane my 

prompt attent i on . 

Yotrrs r s o c tfully , 

orte r , 

Pri ne i al C ~ i c f . 

·-·-ors d) Unio .t gene~ r s s Book , Ge ne rt...J. Let t rs b Pri nci a l 
•-·•vt • Letter 112 . ·uskogoe , kla . 

1 I 



DE P R T ] E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

a shi t on . 

Jul y 5 , 1902. 

The Commission 

To t he Five Ci v i lized Trib es , 

uskog ee, Indian Terr i tor y o 

I nclos ed her ewith you will f i nd one (1 ) cer t i f i ed copy 

and f our (4 ) uncert i f i e d co pies of the supplemental agreement 

with the Cree k Nati on, ct of June 30 , 1902 ( ubli c No . 200) • 

. By dire c t i on of t he Secretar y . 

Respectfully , 

1 dward • Dawson . 

Ch i e f Clerk . 

5 i nclosures. 

(Endorsed ) ~ 11298 , Rec e ived Jul . 12 , l 02 . Commiss ion To i ve 
Trives, uac ~gee , I . T. Department , Da son , ~ ashing on , • c. 
J'uly 5 , 1 02. Bencl ose s co py of supp l ementa l agreement with t he 

Creek ation. 

• 



r. lSk ogee , I ndi an T.' 

July 5 , 1902 . 

• Hespeh irischman , 

Council Grove , ansas . 

Dear Sir : 

I inclose no t ice of de.~. alcation of our not e of ~190 , 

which I must ins i st that you pay , and see to it t ha t I am no t 

turther troubled about it . 

Yours trul , 

P . Porter . 

d) Union Agency Press Book , General Letters by Pl easant 
Letter 162. Muskogee»Okla. 

) 



State Dept • . ug . 8 , 1902. 

(C R E E K A G R E E E N T ) 

PROCLAMATI 0 N. 

mERE S the act of Congress entitled "An Act to ratify and 

confirm a supplemental agreement with ·~ the Greek tribe of Indians , 
and for other purposes,n approved on the thirtieth day of June , 

nineteen hundred and two , cont ains a provision as f ollows : 

That the f ollowing sup plemental agreement, submitted by 

cert ain commissioners of the Creek t ribe of Indians , a s her ein 

amended, is hereby ratified and co nf irmed on the part of the 

United St ates , a nd the same shall be of full force and effect if 

ratified by the Creek tribal council on or before the first day of 

September, nineteen hundred and t wo , •••••••• 

And ·hereas the princi pal chief of t he said tribe has trans 

mitted to e a n act of the Greek national council entitled "An Act 

to ratify and conf irm a supplemental agreement with the United 

States " approved the t wenty-sixth day of July , nineteen hundred 

and two, which contains a prpvision as follows : 

That the following supp lement al agreement by and between 

the United States and the Muskogee (or Creek) Tribe of Indians , 

in Indian Territory, ratified and confirme d on the part of the 

United S-ta tes by ct of Congress approved June 30 , 1902 (Public 

No. 200.), is hereby conf i rrned on the part of the Muskogee (or 

Creek) Nation, ••••••• 

And Whereas paragraph twenty-two provides as f ollows : 

The Principal Chief, as soon as pr ac ticable after the 

l3U5 
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ratification of t his agre eme nt by Congress , shall call an extra 

session o f the Cr eek Nat i on council and submit this agreement , 

as ratified by Congress , to such council for its considerat ion , 

and i f the agreement be ratified by the National council , a s pro

vided in the co ns ititution of the tribe , the pr incipal cmef shall 
(Si c ) 

transmit to t he Pr esident of the United States a certified copy 

of the ac t of the council ratifying the agreement , and thereupon 

the Presiden t shall i ssue his pro clamation maKing public announce

ment of such rat i f icati on , thenceforward all the provisi ons of this 

agreement shall have the force and effect of l aw o 

Now, Therefor e , I , THEODORE ROOSEVELT , President of the 

United s t a tes, do here by declare salbd agreement duly ratified andl 

that all t he prov i sions thereof b ecame law accord in g to the terms 

thereof upon t be t wenty - sixth day of July, nineteen hundred and two . 

IN JTNESS ~/HEREOF , I have hereunto set my hand and caused 

the seal of t he Unit ed State s to be aff ixed . 

Done at tbe city of lashing ton this 8th day of \Ugust , in 

the ye ar of our Lord one thousand nine hundred and two and of the 

Independence of the Un ited States the one hundred and twenty- sixth . 

By t he President: 
.ALVEY A • .hDEE 

Acting Secre tary of St ate . 

THEODORE ROOS EVELT . 

(Endorsed) # 13115, Received AUg . 1 6 , 1902. Commiss i on to Five 
Tribes. Departmen t, De Lacey . ''ias hi ngton , D. c. ug . 13 , 1902. 
Enclosing oopy of proc1 a 1ation rati fyin g Creek ~reement . 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
SHIIDTON . 

August 11:3 , 1902. 

Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes , 

Musk ogee, Indian Ter r i tory . 

Gentlemen: 

There i s herewith inclos ed , f or yo ur inf ormation , 

copy of proclamation o f the Pr esident declaring t he r ati f ic a

tion of the Creek gre e nent . 

By Direction of the Secreta ry . 

Respectfully , 

m. H. DeLacy. 

ct ing Chief Clerk . 

1 inclosure o 

U5 



D E P A R T Ia E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R . 
ASHINGTON. 

Commission t o the 

Five Civilized Tribes , 

Musk ogee, Indian Territory . 

Gentleme n : 

ugust 14 , 1902 . 

On t he 8th instant the President is sued h is proclamation , 

declari ng t ha t the agreement with the Creek tri be of Indian s , con

tained in t he a c t of Congress approved June 30 , 1902 , )Publ ic No . 

200), was duly r atifi ed by the Creek Nat i on , and t hat all prov 

isions of said treaty bec ame of f ull force and effect upon Jul y 26 , 

1902. 

Se c tion 16 of said agreement declares that 

"lands a l lo tted to citizens shall not in any manner Vvhat -

ever or at any time be encumbered , taken , or sold to secure or 

satisfy an y debt or obligation nor be alienated by the allottee 

or his heirs before the expir a tion of f i ve years from the dat e of 

the a pprov al of this suppl emental agreement , except with the ap

proval of the Se cret ary of the Interior •••••• " 

Sec t i on 17 of said supplemental agreement amends 

Section 37 of the agr eement ratified by the act of March 1 , 1901 , 

so as to r ead : 

"Creek citizens may rent their allotments , for strictly 

noD-mineral purposes , for a term not to exceed one year f or graz

i ng purpose s only and for a p er iod not to exceed f ive years for 

agrcultural ( Sic) purposes, but wit hout any s t ipulation or obliga-

tion to renew t he same. s uch l eases for a period longer than 

1~61 
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one year for grazing purpose s and for a period longer than fiv e 

years for agrciultural purposes , and leases for mineral purposes 

may also be made with the approval of the Se cretary of the Interior, 

and not otherwise. ny agr eement or lease of any kind of character 

~iolative of this p aragraph shall b e absolutely void and not sus 

ceptible of ratif ica tion i n any manner , and no rule of estoppel 

mall ever prevent the assertion of i ts invalidity ••••• " 

The Department desires that the Commission submit a draft 

of regulations deemed suitable and appropriate to carry into effect 

the provisions of s aid se ctions 16 and 1?, with any recommenda

tions which it may desire to make relative thereto . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan . 

CT ING SECRET RY . 

(Endorsed) # 13461 Re ceiveq ug . 21, 1902. Commission to Five 
Tribes. Department , yan . ,as hington , D. c. ug . 14 , 1902 . 
Desires Comm to submit draft of regulati ons suitable and appro 
priate to carry int o effect provisi ons of sections 16 & 1? of Creek 
Agreement also any recommendations . 



DE P R T M E N T OF . THE I N T E R I 0 R . 
ash~ngton . 

ugust 18 , 1902 . 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee, I . T. 

Gentlemen: 

The Department is in receipt of a repor t from the Acting 

Chairman, dated ugust 5 , 1902 , relative to the act ion taken to 

secure by all proper methods a fair and unprejudi ced expression 

by the members of t he Creek Council upon the ratification of the 

supplemental agreement , in accordance with directions of the 

Secretary dated July 14, 1902 . 

The Department desires to express its grea t gratification 

at the successful resu lt of the proceedings taken to thwart the 

schemes of parties having important busines s interests , to de 

feat the rati f ication of the agreement . I t has inclosed a copy 

of said report to the ecret ary of the ~~rreasury , and a copy to 

the ttorney General , and requested t ne Secretary of the Treasury 

to express the thanks of the De partment to dr . Dickey , t he agent 

ot the Secret ervice, who rendered very efficient aid in the 

matter, and also requested the ttorney General to express the 

thanks of the Department to the u. s . ttorney and ar~ al for 

their able services in breaking up the gaob ling reoo rts and the 

illegal sales of intoxic ating liquors, and has f urther requeste d 

that the violators of law be vigorously prosecuted by the of

ficers of the Department of Justi ce. 

The Department also desires to express its gr eat grat 

ification at the prompt and e ff icient services rendered by the 

1360'1 
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Acting Chairma n in securi ng a fair expression of t he choice of 

the memb ers of the Creek Council con cerning the ratification of 

said agre eme n t. 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan . 

cting secret ary . 

(Endorsed) # 13607, Re ce i ved ug . 25 , 1902 . Commission t o Five 
Tribes. Musk mgee, I . T. Department , Ryan , Washington , D. c. ug . 
18, 1902. Expresses gratific ation of the manner in which u.s. 
Attorney, ar s hal and cting Chairman Bixby thwart ed scheme to 
obstr uct r a ti f ic at ion of Creek greement . 



~ us~ogee , ~ T . u~ . 26 , 1902 • 

• • L . arrod , 

Okmulgee , I nd . T r . 

Dear J ir :-

Acknou l edgi ng r ce i pt f o favor of ugust 19th , in 

h ich you k i ndly i nvit e m t 0 at t nd nnd partie . pat i n t he 11 Camp 

eeting" . I assure you that it f auld gi me ,r a t leasur to 

accept , d i d ot t c pr ess of my _f ic i a l duties revont . 

In offe ri ng my r ~ar s , I i sh to te nder m i ndes t . i s e s 

"to you end all othe rs i n a tt dane ,, for an enjoyabl tim and 

b nefici · l r esult s . 

ery sine re l y , 

• art r 
" 

r i nc i pal C ief . 

d) Union Ag ncy Press Book , General l e t ·ters b 
tt r 239 . uskogee, k l aho a . 

rincipal 



vJ.USl'"oge e , • T. 

ug . 29 , 1902 

• c • c. ~cCarty , 

Div . upt . Ill . en . • . ' 
St . Louis , .. o . 

Dear ciir : 

I am in receipt f your s of t he ~7th inst . und in reply nave 

to say that my dau ght er i n going and r e turning fro Bel mon t ~chool 

at ashville has al lays got transpo t a tion over the Louis vi lle & 

ashVille and usually the have g iven he r ha lf r ate overt .t 

route . If ... our road can f avor us -~d. t h the same rates , 1ould 

be glad to send he r over your route . 

ery r us ectfully , 

• orte r • 

ed) Union ency Press Book , General letters b leas n t 
~~~·,ar · Letter 254 . :uskogee , vkla o a . 



I:uskogee , • • , ~ ep t . 1 , 1 02 . 

Hen . ~oty Ti er , 3eco d h ief . 
~ 

Okmul · ee , nd . r er. 

Dear i r : -

Dur ing this month · 11 1a vo a gr eat deal to do in the is-

suanc e of deeds and tl1e re arat i on of pa ers to la before the 

Council , beside s the message . Inasmuch as t ere are a great 

many of our people visiting this place , nd a they should have 

the a t t ention of the omaissi on and t ... e U . -· . n di n ent , I 

auld r espectfully re uest tha t ou come to . us koge e and during 

this mont h a t tend to t hat p r t of the ublic busi ness , so t hat e 

oen be pr epared for the coming Counc i l of ctober . 

ery r espe ctfu lly , 

• orter , 

r i cipal Chi ef . 

dorsed) Union ency ress Book , Gene r a l letters b 
h1ef'.Letter 258 . ~us ,agee , lahoma . 

rincipal 

I 

' . 



Refer in reply to the follo ting : 

Land. 
22,009-1902. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR , 

Office of Indian Affairs , 

\lashington , 
Sept • 3 , 1 9 0 2 • 

The Honorable 

The uecretar y of the Interior . 

Sir : 

Under date of November 20 , 1900 , the Department approved 

the recommendation of this of fice that the adoption of Jennie 

Deere by the aff iliated bands of Indians as a member of the 

Caddo tribe, be approved , provided she make a formal relinquish

ment , in writi ng , of all her rights of whatever character in and 

to the Absentee Shawnee tribe , except that of he r allotment of 

land. 

Under date of January 2? , 1902 , Chester Howe transmitted 

to this office the relinquishment of Jennie Deere , together vnth 

an affidavit made by her , of her Shawnee allotment No . 91. 

In her relinquishment Jennie Deere states that the relin

quishment is made of her own free will and accord f or the reason 

that she is the daughter of James H. Deere , a Caddo Indian , and 

that she has been adopted into said tribe and has been allotted 

160 acres of l a nd with the Caddos, where she wishes to live per

manently . 

April 14, 1902, Mr . Howe transmitted to this of fice Shawnee 

patent No . 91 issued t o Jenni e Deer e , ebruary 6, 1892 , for the 

northwest quarter of the northeast quarter of section 32 , town-

hip 10 north, range 4 east . 
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In the patent the name is spelled "Deer e" while she s i gns 

her name "Deer'' which is the way i t is spelled i n the corres 

pondence . 

Jennie Deere is No . 3250 on t he r oll of Cr eek citizens by 

blood approved by the Depa r tment on Ma r ch 13 , 1902 , her name 

appearing on the Cre ek rolls of 1890 and 1895 . 

There is no evidence t o ident i fy Jenni e Deere , the Shawnee 

patentee and the ~dopted Ca ddo ci t i zen wit h the Cr eek c it i zen . 

Before calling f or evidenc e upon this point it is deemed 

proper t o submit t he ca se f or the consid eTat i on a nd de cision of 

the Depa rtmen t a s t o whe the r i n ca s e he r i dent i f y i s established 

she should be a llowed t o reta in her allotment s i n three tr i bes . 

Very r e spe ctfully , 

Your obedi ent servant , 

A. c. Tonner , 
(J . F. A. ) Acting Commissione r . 

P. 

lMll 

\ 



DEPART MENT O F THE I NTER IO R 
' 

I.T.D. 5514-1902. 
fA SHINGTO . 

The Commission 

to the Five Civili zed Tr i bes , 

uskogee , Indian Terr i tory . 

Gentlemen:· 

September 13 , 1902 . 

VHR . 

There is inclosed herewith a copy of the Acting Com

missioner of Indian ffairs' l etter of September 3 , 1902 , in 

whi ch it is sta ted t hat Absentee Shawnee patent No . 91 , as is 

sued to Jennie Deere, February 6 , 1892 ; that on l ovember 20 , 

1900, the Department approved the recommenda t ion of the Indian 

Of fice that the adoption of this part by the affiliated bands 

of Indians i n Okl a homa , a s a Caddo , be approved , provi ded she 

relinquish her rights in the bsentee Shawnee t ri be , and that 

on the app roved Creek rol l , at No . 3250 , is the name of Jen

nie Deere. 

The Acting Commissioner sta tes that bile there is no 

evidence edentify ing the Shawnee patentee wi th the Creek cit i zen 

claimant , he submits the question as to whether in case he r i denti 

ty is established , s he should be a llowed to re ta in a llo •tllllents in 

three tribes. 

The Department desires to have you inquire i nto this 

matter as soon as practicable with a view to a scertaining if 

the party on the approved Creek roll , ! o . 3250 , is the same perr 
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son to whom t he Shawnee patent wa s issued , and who has been 

adopted into the Caddo tribe , and if so to submit your recom

mendation as to her rights in the Creek Nation . 

1 inclosure. 

Respect ful ly , 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endoraed)Union Agenc y No . 15411 . Re ceived Sep . 22 , 1902 . Depar t ment 
; Ryan, Was hi ngton , D. C., Sept . l3 , 1902 .---Asks i f Jennie Deer e on 
approved Cr e ek r oll #3250 i s the same person to whom absentee 
Shawnee patent #91 was is sued . If so , what are her rights in 
Creek Na tion. 



~uskogoe , I . T., .::>ep t 0 ,102 

• Leo E . Benne tt, 

U.s . Ivlarshall , Mus k oge e , I . m . 

ar ir: 

I am informed by a Creek l ette r 1ritten by J i mi th that it 

is known wh o as tbe mur de rer of Barne r Br une · 
' 

t a t some h i te 

people do n there have ol d . o co .1 i t t ed the murder . 

i s andy · •atson . 

Ii s naiJ.e 

I en cl ose t he ree ~ l e ttG' as it ::light be nece ssu.r i _ trac · n 

t lis up . J"i m ~ it i s a e ber o·"' t 1e I ouse of '" i ncs from 

ocont allahassee mo~n . 

espectful ly ours , 

• orter , 

r i nc i pal Chief . 

·-·~-....:sed ) Union Agen cy Pr es book , -ener 
t ter 272 . ~uskogee , 1 ho n . 

l e t o s b rincipal 



~usl~ ogee , I . • , uep t . 10 , 1902 . 

, • Samue l Checote , 

Co eta , I •• 

Dear ir :-

Pl e ase f i nd e n c1osed ~ arrant i n favor of .Ir s . n i e he cate 

tor 40 . 00 ; also arr t 'fl l 49 i n avor of Luc i 1e I yrd fo r 90 . 00 . 

Plea se delive r t hese t o t.he rope r persons and send ne receipt 

tor same and oblige . 

Yours t rul y , 

• orter , 

ri n . Chi e f . 

--&~sed) Union Agen cy Press Book , genera l letter b r i ncip a1 
Letter 274 . L. usk og ee , ~lahoma . 



~us ~oge e , I • • , Sep t . 23 , 1902 . 

s. Lillie O\"Ie Danie 1 s , 

Marlin , Texas . 

Deer adam ; 

Yours of the 1 5t h i ns t . i s at hand . I am sorry to have to 

in1'orm you that i"t~ .ill be i m oss i ble fo r you to establish our 

rights as a Cree( citizen at t h is late date . he rolls of Creek 

citizens have been cl osed for more than a year , and te t her you 

are of Creek e ..... trac t i on or not ,. ould mak no difference no z. 

The larxl of t he Cr e ek lill be distributed to those uho h ave been 

placed on t be roll s nd a rove d by t be ~ ecreta y of t he Interi or 

end hila the i-e may be ui t a number of Creeks by blood omitted 

on that roll , t.bere i s no Fa for t hem to t any portion of the 

Creek lands no '1 . I would ad i se you to t hink no more about i t 

and spend no mone y . If ou Jish to lease or rent land ,. you v ill 

have to t ake our c 1ance s i th other who are r enti ng and l easing 

of the Creek all ottee • 

espe ctfully , 

• orter , 

rin . h i ef . 

dorsad) Union Agency press bo ok , gener 1 l etters b 
1 . Letter 289 . "uskogee ~ klahoma . 

ri nci pal 



Muskogee , I . T., Sept . 29, 1902 . 

Mr • John Caddick , 

Deer Lodge , Mont . 

Dear Sir: 

I have received yours r equesting that I take 

some interest in having a bridle manufactured by you 

raffled off in this town . You might , if you like , for~arcl 

one of your work to me and I Till have it raffled off for 

you and send you the proceeds . 

Respect:rully, 

P . For ter , 

Prin . Chief . 



he tollowing importan t r e soluti on as assed by t he Cr eek \ 
Council end was last n i ght submitted to Col . J . Blair Shoenf elt 
w.ho retur.ne4 last night f rom ash i ng t on : 

A R I UTI 

Begarding the Administration of t h e roperty of I ncompet en t s , 

Convicts, rphans and eceas ed er sons . 

BB IT RESOLVED BY THE ATI C U ClL OF HE MU KOG ATI N: 

That the Principal Chi ef be and is hereby aut horized and 

directed to oonfer wi th the Uni ted t at e s Indian Agent regardi ng 

the administrati on of property of I ncompetents , convicts , or phans , 

and deceased persons , of t he Cr eek a t i on , and agr ee upon some 

manner of cari ng f or such e s tates , subj ect t o ~he 1aw governi ng 

appointment o.f guardi ans and cur at ors . 

BE IT FURTRER RE OL J That the Town Chiefs shall be re-

quired to furni sh t he rincipal Chief a list of such n ed per 

sons of their r e spe ctive to ~ ns , and al s o re c ommend to him 

suitable persons who may be appoint ed guardi ans over the orphans 

and incompetents of t heir to ·ms . 

Lee c evins 

Clerk . 

A.P. cKellop 

Clerk . 

Adop t ed October 22 , 1902 . 

T •• erryman 

r esi dent Hous e of i ngs . 

·concurred i n ctober 22 , 1902 • 

.Amos cl nt osh 

peaker Hous e of -'arri ors . 

Appr o d Octobe r 22 , 1902. 

P. orter 

Princip al Chi e f 'US k . a t i on . 

( dorsed) Union Agency, Muskoge e , Oklahoma .~-Ple as an t orters 
ceneral le ters.--a-24----



AN ACT 

October 2 3, 1902. 

Making appropriation in favor of Alfred .F. Goat for services 
rendered as railr oad tie agent. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATI ON: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of t he 

general funds of the Muskogee Nati on , the sum of One Hundred and 

Fifty ($150) Dollars, in favor of Alfred F . Goate , for services 

rendered as railroad-tie agent. Said sum to be paid under such 

rules and regulations as may be prescrib ed by the Secre tary of 

the Interior for the disbursement of the Creek funds . 

• 
Lee McNevins, 

Clerk. 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

Adop ted October 23 , 1902 • 

T •• Perryman 
President House of Ki ng s . 

Concurred in October 23 , 1902 • 

.Amos Mcintosh 
Speaker House of arriors o 

Approved October 23 ,1902 . 
P . Porter , 
Principal Chie f , Muskogee 
Nati on . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-104--Pleasant Por ter's 
8 neral letters. 



Muskogee,I.T., Nov.l,l902 

Hon.J.Blair Schoenfelt, 

U.S.Indian Agent,Muskogee,I.T. 

Sir: 

I transmit you herewith a letter from Samuel Johnson making 

complaint against stock men who either have rented or are about to 

rent some portions or the public domains unallotted , for the pur-

pose ot grazing cattle • I trust you can do some thing in protec-

tion ot Mr. Johnson by instructing, or having th.e Revenue Collector 

instructed to see that concessi ons are made to citizens owning 

\ t 

stock who have not sufficient range upon mich to graze their cattle , 

at the same rates of rent per acre as is charged to non- citizens 

for cattle grazing. 

I take this oc.casion to say that I regard it as unwise to 

rent any portion or the public domain unallotted for the coming 

season in as much as all the· allotments ill be completed before 

the grazing season or mxt year begins and the residue of tb.e lands , 

under the Treaty, is to be used for the purpose of evening up 

allotments to those whose allotments are less than tre maximum 

valua t1 on per she. re. Should they be again r 3nted for grazing 

purposes, the all.ot tees who choose lands in preference to money 

11111 not. be able to get possession of their lands and will be kept 

out ot the use of it for anotre r season, which muld be a manifest 

1njus tice to them. 

I ask or you to give this matter your earnest considerat ion. 

Respectfully, 

P . Porter--Prin . Chief. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters, by Principal 
Chiet.Letter 319. usko ee Oklahoma. 



Hon.J .George /right~ 

U.S.Indian Inspector, 

Muskogee ,Ind. Ter. 

Dear Sir: 

Musl( og.e e , I • T • , Nov • 6 , 19 0 2 • 

I enclose herewith, for transnission to the Department 

tor the approval of the President , an Act passed at the October 

Session of the National Council appropriating One Hundred and 

Fifty ($150) Dollars in favor or Alfred F. Goats , for services 

rendered as railroad tie agent. It was found on investigati. on 

by the Finance Committee of tbe N?-tional Council that said ser

vices were actually rendered tbe Creek Nation , and the passage 

ot the accompanying Act recommended. . 

Respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 336. Muskogee , Oklahoma. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHINGTON . 

6425-1902. 
Ind. Ter.Div. 

The Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes, 

Sirs: 

November 6 , 1902. 

The Department has considered the mat t er of 

the application of Martha Smith for the enrollment of herself and 

her three children, Rosana , Joe and Lena Eastman , as citizens of the 

Creek Nation. 

Upon the testimony submitted you found that Martha smith•s 

name is not upon the rolls of 1890 or 18~5 , but that the name of 

Keber Grayson, sbown by the testimony to be her father , is found 

upon the Dunn roll of Creek f r eedmen; that said Martha smith was 

adjudged entitled to citizenship as a freedman , by name of Biddie 

Johnson, by you under the act of June 10, 1896 (29 stat ., 321) ; 

that Rosana, Joe and Lena Eastman were born subsequently to the 

making of the 1895 Creek roll and to the time of Martha smith's ap

plication for recognition as a creek citizen; and that no applica

tion for the enrollment of said Martha Smith, Rosana , Jo e and Lena 

Eastman, had been made to your commission prior to May 25, 1901. 

Atter reciting these fin~ings you quote from section 28 of 

the Creek agreement ratified by act of March 1, 1901 (31 stat ., 

861), and accepted by the Creek National Council ay 2 5, 1901, a 

provision as follows: "No person, except as herein provided, shall 

be added to the roll of citizenship of said tribe after the date 

21325 
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of this agreement, and no person whomsoever shall be added to aaid 

roll after t he rati fi cation of this agreement , " and upon the auth

ority of that provision h~ld that these parties can not be enrol

led. 

The Commiss ioner of Indian Affairs , in transmitting the 

record in the fas e, dissents f rom the view of your commission and 

holds that t hese parties should be enrolled because coming within 

the exceptions mentioned in said section 28 of the agreement of 

1901 • 

I mmediate ly following the paragraph you quote are provisions 

as follo ws: 

" 11 cit i zens woo were living on the first day of April , 

eighteen htindred and ninety- nine , entitled to be enrolled under 

section t wenty-one of tbe ct of Congress approv.ed June twenty 

eighth, ei ghteen hundred and ninety- eight , entitled t An ct for the 

protection of t he people of the Indian Territory , and for other 

purposes,t shall be p l a ced upon t he rolls to be made by said com-
, 

mission under sa i d Act of Congress , and if any such citizen has 

died since tha t t i me, or may hereafter die , before re ceiving his 

allotment of lands and di s t ributi ve s hare of al l the funds of the 

~~1be , the lands and money t o which he would be entitled , if 

living, shall descend to h is hei rs according to the laws of de 

scent and distribution of the Cre9K Nation, and be allo t ted an d 

distributed to tbem accor dingly. 

All children born to ci t1 zens so entitled to enr ollment , up 

to and including the first day of July, nineteen hundred, and then 

living, shall be placed on the rolls made by siad commi ssion ; and 

if any such child die after said date, the lands and moneys t o whi ch 
21325 
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it would be entitled, if living , shall descend to its heirs accord

ing to the laws of descent and distribution of the Creek Nation 
' 

and be allotted and distril::uted to them accordingly . 

Martha Smith had been adjudged by your commission a citizen 

ot the Creek Nation and was living on the first day of April , 1899 . 

She was also entitled to be enrolled under section 21 of the act of 

ongresa of June 28 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495) , because a descendant of 

a person whose name is found on the roll made by J . w. Dunn . This 

being true the command is imperative upon the commission to place 

her name upon the roll made by you. The fact that the clerical 

work of writing her name upon the roll had not been performed be

fore said agreement was ratified could not affect her right . The 

writing of her name on your final rolls would not be adding it to 

the roll but would be simply transcribing it from your records to 

the final record o.f names . In fact , it may be true , so far as 

soown by this record, that she has been enrolled under the na:rre 

ot Biddie Johnson, in which name she was adjudged to be a citizen of 

the Creek Nation. While the dates of the births of her children 

are not given, the in:ference is from the findings of fact that they 

were born prior to July 1, 1900, and were then living. This being 

true, they come within that provision of said section 28 of the 

agreement of 1901 which says: "All children born to citizens so 

entitled to enrollmsnt up to and including the first day of July , 

nineteen hundred, and tben living shall be placed on the rolls made 

by said comnission," and should be enrolled. 

These parties all come within not only the spirit but the 

strict letter of the law relating to the enrollment of creek freed-

men. The mother is able to trace her right not only to her father , 
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shown to be a Creek freedman by the Dunn roll made prior to March 

14, 1867, but also to a solemn and final adjudication in her favor 

by your commission . She had been declared a citizen of the creek 

Nation before the birth of her children . Those children were born 

Creek citizens. A eensus of the creek nation taken by you in ac 

cordance with the authority given by the act of June 28 1898 , J 

would have included their names . 

After a careful consideration of this matter the Department 

can not agree with you that the provisions in the agreement of 

1901, referred to by you , prevent the enrollment of these parties , 

and your decision so holding is set aside . 

By the testimony submitted in behalf of Rosana it is shown 

that Jacob Eastman , now deceased , who was the f ather of these child -

ren, was a Chickasaw citizen. No question was asked as to the time 

of his death or as to the place of residence of the family at that 

time, or at the times of the births of the children. It appears 

that at the date of the hearing the mother and two children were 

living in the creek country but that Rosana was then in the Chickaaaw 

country. The onl, reference t o the latter 's residence is found in 

the following ~uotation from the testimony of the mother : 

Q. Is your child Rosana now livin8? A.-Yes sir. 

Q. With you? A.- No sir; she is with my sister; I left her with 

her when I came down here . 

'· Where is Rosana? A.- In the Chickasaw Nation. 

This may mean either that the child. had been left in the 

Chickasaw country only tempor arily or it may mean that she was 

permanently there as a men:ber of the family of her aW1!t, If the 

lat~er is the case it may be she had been enrolled as a Chickasaw. 

21~25 
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So far as t he record shows you made no inquiry or examination 

to ascertain whether Eastman and his family or any member thereof 

had been enrolled as Chickasaws or whether an application for such 

enrollment had been made. The se people should not , of course , be 

upon both the Creek and Chickasaw rolls although they are clearly 

entitled to have their names appear upon one or the other . 

The matter is returned for further cons i deration by your 

conmission and such action as may be appropriate in conformity with 

the view herein. expressed. 

very respectfully , 

F. L. Campbell 

ACTI NG SECRETARY. 

(Endor·sed) II 21325 commission to Five Tribes . Muskogee , Oklahoma . 
Received Nov. 13 i902. Department, campbell , washington . D. c . 
November 6 1902: Remands case of Martha Smith , applicant for 
enrollment'or herself and children as Creek citizens , for further 
consideration. 



Mr. T. Al~en Brouse 

Supt.Euchee Boarding School, 

Sapulpa ,I . T. 

Dear Sir: 

Muskogee,I. T., Nov. 6, 1902 

Please acknowledge receipt of the enclosed school warrants 

issued by me in payment of indebtedness incurred by the Euchee 

Boarding School, for uarter ending September 30 , 1902 , as follows : 

1368 T.Allen Prouse, Supt . to use for school purposes , 200 . 00 

1307 H.c .Hal.l & Co., Supplies , 854.86 

1308 W.d.Robbins, Supplies , 2 . 50 

1309 R.M.Ste.rr, Supplies , 23.15 

1310 

1311 

1312 

1313 

1314 

1315 

1316 

131'7 

1318 

1319 

1320 

1321 

1322 

1323 

Pryor &. Son, 

Sapulpa Meat Market , 

Thomas Wills, 

J;c.Menitee, 

S~ulpa Democrat, 

Charles Whittaker, 

Booth &. King, 

Supplies ., 

Supplies , 

Supplies , 

Supplies , 

Supplies , 

Supplie-s , 

Supplies , 

Harrison Butterine Co .,Supplies , 

Tooka Ross, 

Lulu S.Prouse, 

Soma Sarda, 

N.R.Blakely, 

Annie L.Jam.es, 

Helen Phipps, 

Matron , 

Matron , 

L.aundress, 

Laborer, 

Teacher , 

Teacher, 

11.60 

205 . 02 

9 . 00 

29 o4? 

3 . 25 

25 . 00 

11.66 

11.66 

10.00 

8 . 08 

18.66 

20 . 66 

\ 

13241 J. M. Riley, T'e aoher, 25 . 66 

--P.Porter press book.ltr.323.--
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1325 T. Allen Prouse , , Supplies , $ 21.66 

Please deliver these warrants to the proper parties , t~ing 

their receipts therefor. 

Respectfully , 

P .Porter , 

PTin.Chief . 

(IDdorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters, by Principal 
Chier.Letter 323.MuStogee,Oklahoma. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
OFFI CE OF IND IAN AFF A 1R S, 

Washington , November 8 , 1902. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report made October 

30, by the Commiss ion to theFive Civilized Tribes , acknowledging 

the receipt of Department letter of August 14 , 1902 (ITD- 4906) , 

which requested the Commission to prepare and forward a draft of 

regulations intended to carry into effect the provisions of sections 

15 and 17 of the agreement with the Creek Indians , approved June 30 , 

1902 (32 Stat., 500) 

The Commission states that it believes , in the matt er of the 

alienation of Creek lands, a liberal yet safe policy sho uld be pur

sued, and that while the regulations which have been recommended for 

adoption may be somewhat stringent , it is not believed that legiti 

mate purchases and sales wiil be restricted thereby. 

The office has carefully examined the draft of the proposed 

regulations, and desires at the outset to state that it seriously 

doubts the wisdom of placing this matter under the direction of 

the Commission to the Five Civil i zed Tribes. 

The recent reports maae by .the Commission which show the 

status of its work, seem to indicate that within a short time the 

work of the Commission will be almost completed. The final al

lotments have been made in the Seminole Na tion, and it may be said 

that the work in that nation is at an end, while in the Creek Nation 

the rolls are completed--or almost so -, whe allotments are almost 

24173 
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all made and many deeds have been written and signed by the prin

cipal ohier, while the Commission has already recommended the en

rollment of several thousand applicants, in the other nations. 

The office can see no reason why the great bulk of the 

Commission's work shall not have been entirely ended in a year 

or eighteen months from this date. If that be the case , then the 

Commission's clerical force will be materially reduced and it is 

not likely that the Commission in its present form will be contin

ued for longer than two years, and if thi• work is placed under 

the jurisdiction of the Commission, it will be necessary , upon 

its f!P ing out of existence, to transfer its recar ds to the Indian 

Agent's office, so that he may take up the work where left off 

by the Commission. 

This will, of itself , to some extent , ne cessarily tend to 

confusion, and it should aloo be remembered that the Agent has 

been intimately connected with the Indians and with the Indians' 

business ever since the establishment of the Indian Terri tory . 

Th•;y know the agent and go t ,o him for instructions and advic:e; 

they have confidence in him and he knows them and their business. 

He ia in posit ion, because ha has a police force and has the 

power, to place allottees in possession of their allotments, and 

also to remove from allotments any pers:> ns who may be there in 

violation of the rights of the Indians. 

The Conmiss:h.on cannot do t .hose things, as its power vd.ll 

have ceased upon the approval or disapproval of an application to 

lease or convey, so that it seems to the office that it would be 

eminently proper and right to sutmit this whole matter to the 

asent at the Union Agency. And for a further reason it is believed 

'\hat the Commission 1s at the present time burdened with as much 
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10rk as it should have. Its ut most energies should now be exer t ed 

to the end that the ro l ls be closed and the lands allotted. 

I have had prepared and here ith submit a set of re@llations 

which it is r espe ctfully recommended be approved . 

Very respectfully , 

Your obedient servant , 

• A. Jones , 

Commissioner . 

3 inclosures. 

(Endorsed) # 241 73 , Commission to ive Tribes , Received Dec . 13, 
1902. Muskogee, Oklahoma . Department , Ryan, Washington , D. c ., 
December s, 1902. The Department has approved a draft of regu
la tiona to car r y into effect the provisions of the creek agree
ment and copi e s of same will be forwarded as soon as printed. 
bcl6sing let t ers of the Commi ssion of Indim Affairs . 

C'\' 



D E P A H T M E N T OF THE 

I.T.D. 7020-1902. 
WASHIIDTON . 

The Commission 

To the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

I N T E R I 0 R. 
WHR . 

November 14 , 1902. 

The Depar~ment is in receipt of your letter of October 20 , 

1902, submitting an affidavit of con test by Dora thy Sorrell, as 

natural guardian of Julia Sorrell, vs . Sarah Vance~ Lucy Hawkins 

and Vinita Hawkins, heirs of Sunday Hawkins , deceased , citizens 

of the Creek Nation , and recommending that Rule 10 of the Rules 

of Practice, which provides that--

"When the contest is against the heirs of the deceased 

applicant, the service shall be upon the executor or administrator 

ot the estate, " 

be amended to read as follows : 

"When the contest is against the heirs of a deceased appli 

cant the service shall b:e upon the executor or administrator of 

the estate; but where no administrator of the estate has been ap

pointed, and it is shown to the satisfaction of the Commission that 

proper application has been made to the court from the appointment 

of an administrator, and such application has been refused by . the 

court, then service may be had on the heirs generally, by publica

tion, as is provided for in Rules 14 and 15, and by posting a copy 

ot the notice in the Land Office, and in a conspicuous place on 

the land at ~east two weeks prior to the date set for hearing • • 

\" 
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Jroot of service by publication on the heirs of a deceased appli

cant, shall be a copy of the advertisement with the affidavit 

of the publisher attached thereto, showing that the same was suc

cessively inserted the required number of times, and the date there

of, and the affidavit of the person who posted the copy of the 

notice on the land, showing that such copy was posted as herein pro

vided." 

You state that unless some provision be made for obtaining 

servioe on heirs generally, you will be without authority to 

determine whether service has been had on the legal heirs. 

Reporting in the matter November 12, 1902, the Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs states that he sees no necessity for said Rule 10; 

that Rule 9 provides that a copy of the notice and summons shall be 

served upon each of the contestants (contesteea), and Rule 11 pro -

vide• that--

"lf the person to be personally served is an infant under 

sixteen years of age, or a person of unsound mind, service shall 

be made by delivering a copy to the guardian of such infant or per

son ot unsound mind, if there be one; if there be none, then by 

delivering a copy to the person having the infant or person of un

sound mind in charge, and also to the person who made application 

tor such person;" 

that there seems to be no reason, after abrogating Rule 10, why 

Rules 9 and 11 may not be complied with, and upon compliance there-

with jurisdiction be vested in your · Commission. 

The Department concurs in the views of the Commissioner 

except that it considers that Rule 11 should be amlnded by strik-

ing out the words "under sixteen years of age." 

21199 
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You are t herefore advised that rule 10 is hereby abrogated 

and Rple 11 is ame nded to Rule 10 , as follows : 

"If t he pe rson to be personally served is an infa nt , or a 

person of unsound mind , service shall be made by delivering a copy 

to the guardi an o f such infant .or person of unsound mind , if there 

be one; if ther e be none , then hy delivering a copy to the person 

haTing the infant or person of unsound mind in charge and also to 

the person who made application for such person. " 

Rules 12 t o 29, inClusive , are hereby amende d to Rules 11 

to 28, inclusive. Rule 31 is changed to Rule 29 . 

A copy o f t he Commissioner ' s letter and the pa pers received 

with your letter are inclosed . 

Respectf ully , 

Thos . Ryan . 

Acting s ecretary . 

3 inclosures. 

(Endorsed) # 22199 Commi ssion to Five Tribes , Muskogee , Oklahoma . 
Receivad Nov. 22 l 902. Department, 'Ryan .lashington, D. c., 
November 14, l90Z. Returning affidavit of contest by. norath~ 
Sorrell vs Sarah vance Lucy Hawkins and Vinia Hawk1ns , he1rs 

' • ' . h l f of Sunday Hawkins, and advi sing of c ertain changes 1n t e Rues o 
Practice. 



Muskogee , I. T., No,, . 17 , 1902 

Messrs. Blair & Th~gpen , 

Wagoner, I. T. 

Gentlemen:-

Yours of the 12th inst . making inquiry as to 

where you can get money on certain court scr i pt for t he 

sum of t21 . 40 , audited by Wm. 1'/hitlovr , eb . 2, 1899 , is 

at hand. In order to secure payment of the nbove script 

you '\70Uld have to present it to t he Counc '1 requesting 

that an appropriation be made for its payment , and then 

should the Council make the ap propriation , a \' arrant dll 

be issued from the Executive Office for its p y.ment , which 

would be paid by the United States provided the act ar 

appropriation be opppoved by the President or the United 

States. 

Respectfully , 

P . Porter, 

Pr in • Chief • 

P. Porter Press Book, Letter 328 
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I.T.D. 

1094-1332, 
5897-1902. 

5127-1902. 
2419-1900. 

D E P A R T M E NT 0 F T HE I N T E R I 0 R. 

Washington. 

The Commission to t.he Five 
Civilized rrri bes, 

Muscogee, Indian Territory, 

Sirs: 

November 20, 1902 . 

The Department has considered the record in the matter 

of the application far enrollment as Creek citizens of Lillian 

and Pearl Lerblance, someti mes written Lerblanche . 

By your decision of April 6 , 1901 , you held that Lillian 

should be enrolled as an adopted citizen of the Creek Nation 

but that Pearl is not a citizen by birth or adoption and that 

her application should be denied. The Commissioner of InCFian 

.A:t'fairs dissented fran that decision holding that Pear1 should 

also be enrolled. The matter was returned to you for furtmr 

consideration and report especially in respect to the usages am 

customs of the tribe as to recognizing as citizens the children 

of a male member of said tribe and his wife , a member of another 

of the Five Civilized· Tribes. 

From the testimony taken at the original hearing it appears 

that the father of these children, who died in October, 1898, 

was a recognized citizen of the Creek Nation having lived there 

as such member from 1855 to the time of his death, and that 

the mother waa a recognized citizen of the Cherokee Nation; and 

that the guardian of said children had elected to have them en-

r lled as members of the Creek Nation . The mother removed to 

22676 
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the Creek Nation and shortly thereafte r as , on February 15, 1894, 

married to E. H. Lerblance. The family continued to reside in 

the Creek Nation and both these children were born there and 

have lived all their lives there. The elder , Lillian , as born 

August 15, 1895, known as the 1895 omitted roll . Pear l was 

born March 11, 1898, subse quently to the making of any roll of 

the Creek Nation and , consequently , has never been enrolled as 

a citizen thereof. She died November 1 , 1900 . The mother 

testified April 17, 1899 , that neither of these children 

had ever been p~aced upon any Cherokee roll , but in her testi

mony of December 17, 1900 , she states that the names of her 

children appear on the Cherokee roll but that she had never drawn 

anything from the Cherokee Nation for them. 

A number of witnesses were examined as to th usages and 

customs of the Creek Nation in regard to the recognition of 

children situated like these , the father being a member of the 

Creek Nation and the mother being a member of a different nation. 

Each of these witnesses testified to a long r e sidence in the Creek 

Nation and to a knowledge of the Creek laws and customs , and 

each of them stated positively that the custom was to recognize 

the children of such a union as members of the nation where the 

family resided in t.Q, Creek country. Tbe Creek Nation has not 

objected to the enrollment of these children and in the record 

ot the testimony taken before you is an entry as fol lows: "Mr . 

A. P. McKellop, tn, duly appointed attorney for the Creek 

Nation, eppeared before the Commission am made no objection to 

the earollmen t of Lillian and Pearl Lerblance." 

Upon 'this evidence and the record as tben made up, you 

22676 
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allowed t he applic ation of J,i l lian be cause her name appears 

on a roll of the Cr eek Nati on but refused that of Pearl on the 

ground t hat s he ha d never been thus formally recognized by the 

author 1 tie s of t be nation . 

Subsequen tly the attorneys for t:pplicants filed affi

davits of various persons each of whom claimed a long residence 

in the Creek Nat ion , most of them being citi zens thereof by 

blood, and an intimate knowledge of the laws , usages and customs 

of the Creeks. Each of these persons states that it is the 

rule to recognize as citizens by blood the child!ren of a marri

age between a Creek citizen and a member of another of the Five 

CiVilized Tr ibes proVided the family resided in the Creek Nation . 

With your report (}>f September 3, 1902 , you transmit ted a 

copy of the t esti mony taken by you in connection With another 

case as to t he us ages and customs of the Creek Nation . This 

testimony is that of full- blood Indians who , with une or two 

exceptions, tes t i f i ed through an interpreter. Each of them 

stated that it i s t he custom of the Creeks to follow the mother 

in the matter of citi zenship . The extracts from the testimony 

ot these several witnesses , copied into your re:p ort , show that 

some of them were evi dentl y speak i ng of the rule which obtains 

in assigning members of the Creek Nation t o the various towns in 

the nation. The attenti on of others was specifi cally directed 

to the ~le as to the s tatus of the children of a Creek man the 

mother being a member of anothe r t ribe . All these latter state 

that the children woul d follow the mother r atmr than the father 

in the matter of citizenship. 

The case thus presents t wo diametrically opposite 

propositions, each supported by sub s tanti al l y t he s~e number 

82676 
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ot witne s se s. You say that the witnesses directly examined i n 

this ca se are without exception interested parties in that ttthey 

are closel y connected with families , one or more member.s of 

which have intermarried with Cherokee women , or are the parents 

ot chi l dren whose names have been placed upon the pay rolls of 

both Nat ions" and that one of them hastt made claim to citizenship 

in both Nations by reason of dual blood . n You also say that 

the aff i davi ts subsequently filed are not entitled to any greater 

considerati on than the testimony thus referred to , because the 

affian t s are directly interested in the matter or are ncommi tted 

to the idea of dual citizenship . " The Department is not in

clined to give· favorable consideration to the .propos i tion that 

these persons , most of whom have for many years actively 

participated in the man'agement of the affairs of the Creek 

Na tion and now hold or have held responsible official positions 

in the Cr eek government , have allowed a remote interest in the 

matte r to control their testimony. It is rather inclined to set 

down t he differences in the statements to ari honest difference 

of op inion . This difference may be accounted for in large 

part at l east upon the theory that advance in civilization, the 

adoption of a written constitution and the enactment of le. ws defin 

ing t he domestic relations , entailed a modification of the 

tribal usage s and customs . The custom of tracing descent through 

the mother, t o the exclusion of the father , which seems to have 

prevailed under the old regi me , finds no place , based upon 

necessity, i n the new system where marriage and divorce are 

r egulated by wri t t en laws . 

Tbe old rul es have been modified even as to the assignment . 

226 
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of ch~ldren to the different towns . All the witnesses here 

say that the child is to be enumerated in the town to which the 

mother belongs. This was undoubtedly the old rule but section 

292, Laws of t h e Muskogee Nation , 1893 , provide s : 

In all enumerations of the Mus kogee people , the wife 

and children shal l be counted in the tovm herein the husband 

is and children shall be counted in the town he rein the 

husband is counted ; provided , however , that nothing in this 

section shall be constr ued so as to deprive any town of its 

rightful members . 

This is a decided change and i nd i cate s the tendency to 

depart from the ancient customs of allo'Wipg the status of the 

mother to cont rol that of the child. 

The fact that the elder child , Lillian, was p laced upon 

the roll of citi zens and permitted to share in a ~istributions 

of the funds of the tribe , supports the testimony in behalf 

of the applicants for enrollment as to the us age anl custom 

now prevailing. The plac i ng of her name upon t.OO roll was not 

an act of adoption but was the recognition of her citizenship by 

birth. Her name is found on what is known as the "omitted roll 

ot 1895,~ made under the Creek act of De cember 4, 1895 , which 

provides: 

. That all children tbat ~ere born between the dates of J"une 

8 and September 24, 1895, and also all citizens who were omit ted 

from the census rolls last taken are hereby entitled to. parti

cipate in the present per capita payment . 

T.be making of this roll and the appearance of Lillianta 

2 676 
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nsme thereon is exp la.i ned by t.be 1i tness, Ellis B. · Childers , 

who was treasurer of the Nation when that payment was made , as 

follows: 

This Lillian Lerblance was marked down as new born in 

making up the roll of '95; on the main roll their names were 

omitted; some of them have always been on that roll ; these 

names were omitted; then by an act of tbe Council they made 

the children born up to a certain date , they had the right to 

be on this roll, so Lillian Lerblance came in on that . She was 

marked on the roll as new born ; I recollect, knowing the family 

as well as I did. 

If her name was wrongly on this roll you were not bound by 

reason of its appearance there to recognize her as a citizen; 

to have been entirely consistent you should have refused to enroll 

her upon the same grounds that were given for the refusal to 

recognize her sister. 

As indic ating the tendence of the Creek poli cy, a provision 

of the act of May 17, 1895, is significant . 

as follows: 

That provision is 

All persons of Creek blood and all adopted citizens of 

any bloo d who reside in the Mus kogee Nation , and whose citizenship 

is not questioned , are hereby declared entitled to participate 

in the coming per capi ta payment. 

~ter a careful consideration of the testimony in this case, 

and the laws of the Creek Nation bearing upon the matter , the 

Department is of opinion that these children should be recognized 

as citizens by blood of the Creek Nation and that their names 

should be placed upon the rolls as such, and it is so ordered. 

22676 



-?-

Very respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Se cretary . 

(Endorsed) No ~ 22676 Commission to Five Tribes Received Nov. 
2B, 1902 Depar tme nt , Hitchcock , ashington , D. C., November 20 , 
1902.----In the matter of the application ·ror enrollment of Li l 
lian and Pearl Ler blance as Creek citizens , the Department directs 
that these names be placed upon tbe Creek roll .----
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AFFIR T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
CE OF lRDnN AFFAIRS. 

Washington, Nov . 25, 1902. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of t he Interior. 

Sir: 

The office is in receipt of Department letter of November 

19, 1902 (ITD-7169),re)urning for ~urther consideration a draft 

of regula ti. ons intended to carry into effect the provisions ar 

sections 16 and 17 of the Creek agreement approved JUne 30, 1902 , 

which was transmitted with office report of October 30 last . 

The Department states that it agrees with this office 

that the law should be administered through the Indian Agen~ 

rather than through the Commission; that upon examination of the 

draft of regulations above mentioned, it was thought best to re

turn the same for further consideration . In said letter it is 

stated that the Department believes it would be well to re-arrange 

the paragraphs so that those of general import shall appear first 

followed by those relating specifically to deeds and instruments 

of incumbrance and then by those relating to 1e a ses. 

Attention is also invited to the fact that the regulations 

provide that leases shall be made in. triplicate, and it is stated 

that if it is the desire of this office to retain one copy, they 

should be made in quadruplicate .. The office is directed to con-

aider Whether in paragraph four there should be a provision that the 

tmprovements placed upon the land during the term of the lease, 

shall, at the expiration thereof, become the property of the les

sor also whether there should be any provision inhibiting or re-

~lating the granting of sub-leases; and whether the lessee should 
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be required to give security for the faithful p~rformance of his 

obligations. 

The office is also directed to consider whether some 

speiafic provision should be made relative to mortgages or other 

incumbrances prescribing the kind of proof which shall be r e

quired as to the necessity for making such instrument. 

The office has carefully re-considered the regulations 

and the Department's suggestions , and incloses herewith a sub

stitute draft which it considers a ppropriate for the purpose . 

In regulation 4 provision has been made requiring lessees 

to give bond in such sum as m~y be fixed by the Secretary gJ.aran

teeing the faithful performance of the stipul ations of their 

lease. The office does not believe that any provision should be 

made relative to subleasing unless the Department shall consider 

that it is its duty to at all times control the actions of the 

occupants of the land in so far as they relate to the land. 

In undeveloped agricultural countries lands are usually 

leased more or 1 ess in large quanti ties to persons of considerable 

means who in turn sublease them to persons who as a general thing 

are unable to give bond for the faithful p3rformance of the stipu

lations of their lease. The lessee is usu ally required o 81ve 

a good and sufficient bond, and he usually subleases to some 

person whose circumstances are not such as to enable him to furnish 

a similar bond, and the original lessee therefore generally takes 

a chattel mortgage on the growing crop , or the crop to be grown, 

as security for the performance of the conditio ns of the lease by 

the sublease. In some instanees the original lessee also requires 

that the subleassee give him as further security a chattel mort-

gas- on his personal property, such as horses, cattle and farming 

S!Al?~ 
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implexoonts, and unless the Department shall be of the opinion 

that it is its duty to retain control of the land during the 

period for which it is leased, original lessees should , the of

f'iee believes, be parmi tted to sublease without restriction. 

It this is done the lease should provide that all improvements 

placed on the land by the original lessee , or any person holding 

under him as a sublessee, shall , at the expiration of the lease , 

become the property of the allottes , unless otherwise specific

ally stipulated. 

The office does not believe the regulations should con

tain any provision relative to mortgages , and in its opinion the 

citizens of theCreek Nation should not , unless it be in excep

tional cases, be permitted to mortgage their lands . If an allot

tee has an allotment, includ~ng his homestead , of 160 acres , ron 

it becomes necessary for him to raise money to improve his home

stead or any part of his allotment, in the opinion of this office 

it 'WOUld b-e better to permit him to sell part of his alienable 

land at a reasonable price, than to allow him to incumber all of 

it. It the allottees are permitted to incumber their lands , it 

is not probable that they will be able to secure more than forty 

or fifty per cent of the reasonable value of the land , and exper

ience has shown that in many cases--possibly a majority-- the mort

gage even UJ.ally obtains title to the land for his original invest-

ment and accrued interest. 

It will be seen at once, therefore, that under such cir-

cumstances as those above mentioned the morgagee (Sic' would , if ,., 
he eventually acquired title to the land, secure it for much less 

than its actual value at the time the mortgage was made. The 

14178 
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The office has not , therefore , inserted any provision in the 

regulations r el ative to mortgages , either permitting them being 

made with the approval of the Department or declaring that they 

will not be approved , and holding these views the office has 

omitted from the regulations the word "incumbrance . " All sub-

headings have b e en also omitted . 

It is respectfully recommended that the draft of regula

tions herewi th submit. ted be approved if it meets with the Depart

ment's views, and that if approved the office be authorzed (Sic) 

to have printed f or public distribution 10 , 000 copies thereof. 

CAW 
D 

inclosures. 

241'13 

Very respectfully , 

W. A. Jones , 

commissioner . 



December 3 , 1902 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE :MUSKOGEE NATI ON: 

That there shall be elected by t he pr esent sessi on of 

Council in the manner provided by l aw f our competent citizens 

of the Muskogee Nation t o consti t ute a delegati on to represent 

the interests of the Muskogee Nation at Washington , D. c . during 

the next regular session of Congr ess which will convene De c.5 , 

1902; two or said delegates t o spe cially represent the claimants 

of the Loyal Creek Claim, and the ot her two t o have charge of 

the resolutions passed by t he I nternational Convention which me t 

at Eufaula, I.T., on the 28th day of Nov . 1902 and to present the 

same to Congress and t he pr ope r Committees thereof and to the 

Secretary of the Interior and ot he r proper officials of the 

Government of the United St a t e s and t o use such means and efforts 

as may be proper and neces sary in conjunction with similar de l e

gates or representatives of th e other Nations or Indian Territory 

to carry into effect the aims and purpos es for which International 

Convention was convened. Adopt ed, 12/ 3/1902 , after adding the 

words "The Principal Chief shal l be ex-off i cio member of the 

said delegations. 

A.P.Mc ellop 
Clerk. 

Amos Mcintosh 
Sp . H. of • 

Concurred in 12/3/02 

Lee McNevins T. oPerryman 
Clk. Pre s . H. of Ki ngs . 

Approved Dec. 3rd,l902 
P.Porter, Principal Chie f Musk . Na. 

(Indorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-96--Ple asant Por ter's 

seneral letters. 



De cember 3 ,1902 

BE IT ENACT~D BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION :-

That the Delegation ap pointed to visit the city of 

washington D. c., under provisions . of the Act of the National 

Council of Dec.3d,l902 be and is hereby authorized and directed 

to attend to all the general interests of the Muskogee Nation 

under instructions of the Princi pal Chi ef . 

Be it further enacted :-That the Delegation shall be 

paid the sum of seven dollars per diem each for their services and 

two hundred dollars each for traveling expenses and fifty dollars 

each for necessary incidental expenses . 

Be it further enacted :- That the sum of Four Thousand 

Dollars, or so much thereof as IDtlY be ne cessary , be and is hereby 

appropriated out of the general funds of the Muskogee Nation to carry 

out the purposes of t his Act., the said sum to be paid out upon 

vouchers duly made out and p:re.sented to the Principal Chief , said 

sum of Four Thousand Dollars to be paid under rules and regulations 

prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior for t he disbursement 

of Creek Funds. 

A.P.McKellop 
Clk. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk. 

Adopted , De c.3d,l902. 
Amos Mcintosh , 

Sp . H. of W. 

Concurred in Dec q3d , l902 
March Thompson , 

Pres . H. of Kings Pro-tem 

Approve d Dec . 3d ,l902 
P.Porter, 
Principal Chief ,Muskogee Nation . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee ,Oklahoma.--a-98--Pleasant Porter's 
seneral letters. 



A L u I I 0 .,. 

Providing for appointment of d legates to vis i t , ash1· t on . 

IT ' 'OLVE r c 0 " T . i . J G .!!i..!. · • r 1 I l: : 

hat there shall be elected at the r e sent session of the 

ational Counc il , in t he manner provided by lm , four compe t ent 

o tizens of the us o- e at i on t o constitute a del e at ion to 

~resent the i nterests of said rat i on at ashington , D •• , duri ng 

he present session of ongre s ; t o of sai d delee;atos toe speci

ally represent those i nt erested in t he Loyal r k cl ai m and t he 

ot.ber t o to ave charge of t~ resolutions ssed by the Inter

on the 28 th day of national Conventio he 1 d at ;' uf ula , . . ' 
ovember , l902 , and to present the s to Congress and the ro er 

~ttees thereof and to the ' ecr -ar of the nterior and other 

proper officials of the ov nt of the Uni ed d tates , and t o 

s such means and efforts as ma be pro er and necessary , in 

OODjunction ith similar delegates or r epresentat i ves of the other 

a ions of the Indian erritory , to carry into effect the purposes 

tor hich said I nternational onventi on was convened . 

BE IT FURTHER OL D Tha ·l- t e r1· nc 1· al Chief shal l be ex-, lJ 

otticio member of said delegation . 

P. cKellop 
Clerk. 

c evins 
Clerk 

dopted ecem.ber 3 ,1902 . 

os cintosh , 
peaker House of arriors . 

Concurred in December 3 , 1902 <» 
T . f . erryman 

resi den t House of Ci ngs . 
Approved December 3 , 1902 . 

P . Porter , 
Principal h i ef Jlusk ogee, at i on • 

.a,,v.sed) Union Agency, uskogee , Oklahoma o--Pleasant orters gcner
rs.--b--

( I 



AN A C T 

December 3 , 1902 . 

Providing instructions, per diem and expenses of delegates to 

Washington . 

B1 IT ENACTED BY THE NATI OJAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That the delega tes appointed to visit the City of 

ashington, D. c., under provisions of the Act of the National 

Council of December 3rd, 1902, be and are hereby authorized and 

directed to attend to all general interests of the Musk ogee Na

tion, under instructions of the Principal Chief . 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED , That t he delegation shall be 

paid the sum of Seven {$?.00) Dollars per diem, each , for their 

services and Two Hundred { 200) Dollars, each , for traveling 

elpenses and Fifty {$50.00) Dollars , each , for necessary inciden

tal expenses. 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED, That the sum of Two Thousand 

( 2,000) Dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary , be and 

1a hereby appropriated, out of the general funds of the Musk ogee 

Nation, to carry out the purpose s of this Act , the said sum to be 

Paid out upon vouchers duly made out and presented to the Princi-

pal Chiet. Said sum of Two Thousand ( 2,000) Dollars to be 

paid under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the 

eoretary ot the Interior for the disbursement of Creek funds . 

P.Moltellop 
Clerk. 

Adopted De cember 3, l902 o 

Amos 1oJ cint o sh 
Speaker House of ·arriors . 

Conc urred in December 3 , 1902 . 
T. W. Perryman 
President House of Kings . 

Approved Dec.3 1902-P. Por ter
Principal ch!ef,]uskogee atio~. 



OFFI CE . 

)IUskogee Nation 

P . Porter , Princip al Chi ef . 

lanulge , I .. • ec . 3 , 1902 . 

the Ron. National Council . 

I have approved your r e soluti on of today :provi di ng for 

ates to /a shing ton , and have the honor to submit , herewith , 

your confirmation, t he f ollovrin named gentlemen to compos e 

Governor Is:parhecher 

• ~ .Hodge 

John • Goat e 

A. • c ·ellop . 

es ectfully submitted , 

• orter , 

ri n . Chief . 

opted Dec . 3 , 1902 . by unanimous vote of both houses . 

J;proved Dec . 3rd , l902 
P . Porter , rin . Ch i e f . 

oNevins--Clerk. 

'~ 



Muskogee,I.T., Dec.6,1902 

11r. Henry .Ans~ey, 

South McAlester,I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

I think it would be good policy to send immedi ately a cert i

fied copy ot tbe resolution asked by t he rep r esentati ves of the 

J1'Y8 Civilized Nations at Eufaula. on Nov. 28 t h , to Sen. Q.uay with 

the request that they be pre sen t ed to t he Senate so that the vie 'Is 

of t.be Indian Nation be considered wh i le the Senate has before 

1 t the so called Omnibus Bill granting statehood to New Mexico , 

.Arizona end Oklahoma. I suggest this s i mpl y as Chairman of 

~e Convention and would request tha t you secure the approval 

ot the clitteren t Chiefs of too Nations of tm course suggested , 

but it would be best not to delay the f'orwarding of the certified 

oopy at this time so that it would be bef ore .the Senate on "the 

l th, when the statehood measure is to be taken up • 

Respectful l y , 

P . Porter , 

Prin.Chi ef- Creek Nation . 

~·•r .. d} Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
-..-..... Letter 339. Muskogee, Oklahoma.. 



lon.'f.H.Bu:ttington, 

T1n1 ta,I. T. 

Dear Sir:-

Muskogee , I . T., Dec . 6 , 1902 

I have re~ested Mr. Henry Ansley , Secretary of the conven-

10D of ~he F1Te Civilized Tribes at Eufaula on Nov. 18th, . to 

torwari to Sen. Q.uay a certified copy o-r the resolutions passed 

a-t that conYention with request that he present it to the Senate 

u a Resolution from our Nations touching too question of state

.bo tor the Territories of Oklahoma, Arizona and New Mexico , 

w.b.i h omes up before t!:e Senate on Dec . lOth. The re.ascn I 

"h1Dk it should be done is that the measure providing for state

hood. for these three Territories involves our Territory , which , 

\J' the uniform voice of' the Indi.an people owning too Terri tory , is 

o:ppoaed to including their country wi. thin the boundaries of any 

t te or territory now or hereafter to be organized. 

'lrusting this ld.ll meet wit h your approval , I am, 

Very re~ectfully , 

P .Porter , 

Prin. Chief--Creek Nation . 

ed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
• t'kr 340. Muskogee,Oklahoma. 



Musk ogee , I . T., Dec.9,1902 . 

Hon.Henry Ansley, 

South McAlester,I.T . 

Dear Sir:-

In forwarding the certi f i ed c opy of the Eufaula Resoluti on 

ot the Represent a tives at the Indian Nati ons , I t hink you have 

done about all t he t ean be pr ofi t abl y done at present . However , 

1 t would be well enough t o proce ed with the pamphlet for use 

hereafter. I am not of the op i nion that immedia te a ction will 

be taken on too ata tehood question as is fe a red . In the event 

tba Senate doe s t ake a ction t here Will be changes made hich 

Will carry it b a ck to the House, and the pamphlet Will be useful 

in such event. I an glad you sent the Reso l ut i on to D. C. McCur-

tain because he will g ive it his i iDirediate attenti on and 

represent all of the Nations i n the matter . 

I see the Cherokee Nation ba s appoint ed a delegation and 

so have the Creeks and I believe unitedl y t hey will b.e a ble to 

prevent any action by Congress until a f' air hearing can be given . 

Re spe e t:f'u lly, 

P.Porter , 

Pri n . Chi e f, 
Creek Nation. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Pri ncipal 
Chief. Letter 344. Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE . 

Muskogee ation 

P . Porter ,Pri ncipal Chief . 

uskogee ,I •• , De c . ll , l 902 . 

Hon. J . George 1ri gh t , 

u . s . Indi an Insp ector, 

uskogee . Ind . er . 

Dear bir: 

I enclose here ith , f or t r ansmis si on to the Depart ment f or 

the approval of t he r esident , ct of the at i onal Co c i l provid-

ing for t he app oi t ment of de l .egates to vis i t ashington. he 

Creek people fel t that t e resent legislati on in ongress effect

ing their i teres t s made it necessary for them to be represented 

at the seat of Government . T e · sh to be heard up on all 

questions touching t eir Ja ded and mon i ed int erests . This wi nter , 

the claim known a s t he Loyal Creek ClBim i s t o be ad judicated, 

under terms of the Agree n~ of ·ay , 25 , 1901 , and as a ma j ority 

of the Creek citizens ar e i n t er ested in the payment of this claim, 

which has been pending s i nce the ter mintation of the Ci vil ar , 

1 t becomes doubly necessary that t he ati on have a delegation i n 

ashington to urge t e s ettleme t of th i s l ong del ayed clai m. 

I therefore e arne stly r e ues t t at ou re commend t he approval 

o:r this Act . 

espectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prine ipc.tl C ie f . 
(Endorsed) Union Agency , sk ogee , klahoma . 

--Pleasant Porters general lett rs .--G.--
b 



Mr. Charles Gibson, 

Eut aula, I . T. 

Dear Sir:-

Muskogee, I . T., Dec.l6,1902 

Your favor of the 13th ins t . is at hand and in reply will 

state that I tully agree With you in reference to the creation 

ot an Inspector's ofti ce. The Act was passed rithout much 

inquiry into tbe matter and it was so late in the council at the 

time it passed that it was not possible to return it to the Council 

tor correction, and for that reason I approved t he Act and for ard

ed it to t~ Department for t.be purpose of shoWing the Govemment 

t.ba t the Creek people are conscious of the necessity of some 

supervision and record of contracts to protect the interests of 

t~ Creek citizens. I doubt -yery much whether the Governmem t 

111ll approve the Act, although it will have good effect for the 

reasons above stated , but should the Government approve the Act , 

rules governing the Inspe ctar wi 11 .have to be formulated and 

under such rules sufficient force under the Inspector ma.y be pro

vided to do the work contanplated in the Act. 

I em always glad to hear from you and will be pleased to 

have you write me at any time in regard to matters tnat you may 

think of interest to t~ people . 

Re spec ttully, 

P . Porter, 

Principal Chief. 

(:Indorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 348. Muskogee ,Oklahoma . 



Musk ogee , I . T., Dec . 27 , 1902 . 

Mr. D. M. Hodge , 

Tulsa , I . T. 

Dear Sir : 

I am in receipt of yours of t m 25th ins t an t , and am glad to 

bear from you . 

The appropriation to defray t he e:xpenses of the del egates 

to Washington has been ·forwarded t o tre President r or his ~pproval , 

but has not yet returned. So soon as it is returned , I wi ll 

notify the members of t he de l egati on . I v.ould like to me et with 

Governor L. C. Perryman and oo nsult With him about the mat t er of 

appointing a not her !2rson i n t h e place vac ated by reason of the 

death at our esteemed friend Governor I sparhe che r . I t Wi ll be 

difficult for me to take tilm 1n go to ash i ng to n at all th i s 

winter , as events ar e taking it necessary f or me to be at home , 

and you might speak W1. t h Mr. L. C. Perryman and fi nd whether he 

would a ccept the appoi ntment in the place of Governor Isparhecher 

on this committee , and if h e e::xpre s s e s a will ingne ss to -accept , 

I would be pleased for you and him to meet me at th is place , as 

soon as practical. , for purposes of oo nsult a tion . 

Yours truly , 

P . Porte r , 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency press rook , general letters by Prine ip al 
Chief . Letter 355. Muskogee , Oklahoma . 



Muskogee , I . T., Dec . 29 , 1902 . 

Mr. B.W.Peel, 

Bentonville,Ark . 

My Dear Sir: 

Your le t t e r of t~ 2'1th instant is at hand and I hasten to 

reply becau s e I wish you to bear from me before you leave for 

Washing ton. Your information respecting the Loyal Creek claim, 

while not entirel y satisfactory , is encouraging . I would think 

that the t a ce of tb:l claim would be the only just compromise , 

inasmuch as t he claimants have waited oome thirt,y odd years 

. tor payment. Any otner compromise would be an injustice and 

should not be made . I am glad the you think it will be paid , 

by some compromise at least , this year , because I feel that if 

it is not pei d now , the claimants ill not get anything . So 

soon as I can make arrangements , I will sent the. delegates repre 

senting the Loyal Creek claim to ashingto n to assist you in the 

matter. 

The r eport of too death of our esteemed friend am old Chief , 

Isparhecher, i s t ru e . It is a cal amity that he should not be 

pemi tte d to · live . to assist in securing the payment of tbe Loyal 

Creek c.lai.m, but I think justice will be done . It is possible 

that I may be c al le d t o Washington at an earl y date and if so I 

Wish to see you t he re. 

Yours truly, 

P . Porter . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency pr e s s book , gene r al letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 357. Muskogee ,Okl ah oma. 



Land . 
75 ' 768-1902 . 

The Honorable 

Depa.rtment of t he Interior , 

OFFICE OF I DIAN .AFFAI R3 , 

lash ington , 
Dec . 30 , 1902 . 

The uecre tary of the Interior . 

S ir: 

Refe rring to office r eport of e ven date , transmi tting a 

resoluti on of the Cr eek Council , appro ved by t re Pri n ci pal 

Chief De cember 3 , 1902, ent i tled " A eso l uti on prov idi ng f or 

rent of Council Bui lding t o t h e Unit ed tates Gove rnment , " 

t he re is e nclos ed , herewith , a report f rom Acting Inspector 

Zevely, dated De cember 19 , 1902 , forward i ng f or executive a c tion 

an act o f the national council of t he Creek Nati on approved by 

the Principal Chief De cembe r 3 , 1902 , en titled : " An Act appro

priating ~1200.00 for repair of Council Build ing . " The Act 

is a s follo ls : 

"Be it ~"nacted By The rati on Council Of The. ]1Ius k og ee 

Nati on : Tha t t here be and is hereby appropriated , out of t he 

general funds of the Musk ogee a ti on , t he s~ of Twelve Hundred 

( ~~1200) Dolla r s , or so much thereof as may be necessary , to be 

used under directi on of t he committee appoint ed t o c ontra c t fo r 

the rent of t he Capitol buildi ng to t h e United States Govern-

ment , for altering, rep a iri ng and p rocuri ng furn it ur e f or s a id 

building, in preparing the same for use by t he United t a tes 

Goverillient." 

The Principal Chief in his communicati on of De cember 11 , 

1902, which is among the papers , sta tes that t he buildi ng will 
DSla 
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be leased to the U . s . government a nd that t .he expenditure of 

· 1200 will be necessa;r-y in order to provide the building for 

court purpos e s . 

Acti ng Inspector Zeve l y recommends the approval of the 

act. 

Ina smuch as it would seem from t he papers transmitted by 

the · cting Inspector t hat the nat i on has r ented t he buildi ng to 

t he government f or cour t purpos e s , i t i s r e spectfully recom

IOOnde d t hat t he act be l a id bef ore the Presi dent f or executive 

action with r equest t hat he approve it . 

Very r e pectfully , 

', • . Jones , 

C omt11 is si one r . 

(G. A •• } 

P. 

{Endor sed ) Union gency r o . 5512 ece ive d J an .l6 , l90l Offic e 
of u. ". Indian I nspe c tor for Indian Territory • . shington , 
Jan.lO 1903. ecretary .---- ct of Creek Council appr opriating 

1200 for rep a ir of Council BuiJ:.ding , appr oved by Pr esident , 
Jan.6,1903 .----



Muskogee , I . T., Jan . 10 , 1903 . 

Hon . J . Blair Sohoente~t , 

U. S . Indian Agent , Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir :-

I understand that from the collection of revenues made by 

Inspector Mr. Guy P. Cobb , there is no available in cash some 

nineteen thousand dollars; and that ttere is to the credit of 

t~ Creek Nation on account of dues under treaty stipulations , 

some sixty- one thousand dollars , which amounts together would be 

something near eighty thousam dollars • . The outstanding indebt

edness of the Creek Nation is in excess of this amount , and if 

only sixty- one thousand were paid it will be very disappointing 

to holders o:t' Creek warren ts , and I would suggest that at least 

fifteen thousand of this nine teen thous end dollars be added t o 

the amount to be paid on warren ts in order that the indebtedness 

o:t the Nation may be reduced so that the dis count on arrants 

may be likeWise reduced . 

I would respeotf'u.ll.y request that you make this suggestion 

to tbe Department and ask their permission to pay out at least 

fitteen thousand dollars or the money collected by the Revenue 

Inspe c tor . The balance at four thousand dollars would probably 

be available :tor use :tor other dEIIlands of the Nation . In the 

event the delegation appropriation is approved, a part of it could 

be used to defray t~ir e:xpensea . 

Respectfully , 
P . Porter , 

Prin . Chie:f . 

(Endorsed) Union .48ency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chief . Letter 387 . Kuskogee , Oklahoma . 
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Muskogee , I . T. Jan . 10,1903 

Hon. J. Blair Shoentelt. 

U.S.Indian Agent, Musko.gee , I . T . 

Sir:-

The enclose d petition is forwarded to me , t .ogether W1 th 

letter to you in reference to the matter of' permitting the graz

ing ot cattle on unallotted lands , w1 th the protest of quite a 

number at citizens. I wish to say that for the coming season , 

in my judglmnt, it would be best not to lease any unallotted 

land tor grazing, and land that has already been leased for the 

coming year, the leases should not thereafter be renewed ror t .he 

reason that the lend w1 11 becoioo individual property of allot tees 

in a very short time by being selected to make up the difference 

1n the value of tb3ir allotments to the maximum share of each 

Creek citizen. 

Resp ec tf'ully, 

P . Porter , 

Prin.Chief. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 384. Muskogee ,Oklahoma. 



Muskogee,I.T., Jan . 19,1903 

Hon. s. w. Peel, 

v ashington, D.c. 

Dear Sir:-

I ~ in receipt of your two letters in which you give the 

results attained in securing payment of the loyal Creek claims , 

and while the compromise, which you state has been made , is much 

less that the just dte s to these people , yet it is my judgment 

that under all the circumstances it ould be best to accept it 

and secure it at this session of Congress . I feel assured that 

you have done the best tbat possibly could be done in the matter 

and Will try to make the matter sat i sfactory to too individual 

clatmants. It is scarcely necessary for me to say that the chang-

es 1n the personnel o'f the ena te , as wel l as the extinguishment 

or tile tribal government, and the passing of the time within 

which t.be Senate agreed to act , would render t~ securing ~ the 

claim, at any compromise, precarious . And the loyal Creeks , 

at the dissolution of tribal governnent , could not be so readily 

dealt w1 th as they become individual citizens of the United States , 

and the only safe course is to havee the claim settled at some 

basis and the time or payment agreed upon, that is payment of two

thirds ot the original award, is no doubt the best possible 

settlement that could be secured. 

When the Senate has made the award, there still remains 

another bridge to cress, that is securing the appropriation at 

--P.Porter press book.ltr.392.--
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this session or Congress, wh ich should be. done by all means , as 

delay, you know, in paying a debt a t t be time agr eed up on , makes 

its collection much more d ifficu lt, and after a year or two 

passes the Goverllllent will probably think it is a mistake anyhow 

and would not pay it .• Would be pleased to bear from you as 

of' ten as convenient. 

Respectfully , 

P . POrter . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book , general let t ers by Principal 
Chief. Letter 392. MuskQgee,Oklahoma. 



Muskogee , I . T., Jan .l9 ,1903 

Hon. David M. Hodge, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: -

On Friday last I received a letter from Hon . s . W. Peel in 

which he informed :roo that the ena te had c ompromised on the 

settlement of the loyal Creek claim. Sinc e then he has informed 

me that the report will be made today in tb3 Senate by Mr . Jones , 

and then be printed and copies forwarded to me . I wish you to 

act in harmony with Mr . Peel, and I believe that the compromise , 

under all the circumstances. is the best that could possibly be 

made, and no objections should be raised to its being ac ted upon . 

It is possible that after securing this amount ,, unless they 

are estopped from ever thereafter asking for any more under the 

law enacted, we may be able to secure t .he balance , but even if 

this is not possible , it would be best to secure this settle ment 

because changing conditions here cools the sympathy of the Govern

ment towards tbe Indian people and if some settlement is not secured 

now, it is extremely improbable that any settlement ever would be 

secured. 

I wish you would immediately call upon the ecretary af the 

Interior and the Commissioner of Indian affairs and ask that they 

act upon the Act appointing delegates and the appropriation for 

their expenses. There is a necessity for their being there, 

being only two others besides yourself, and to pay your own 

expenses it is necessary the. t the appropriation be approv.ed , and 

--P.Porter press book. ltr 393.--
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no more of the money than i s necessary will be used under my 

circumstances. 

No doubt you have mnde plain t he position of the Creek people , 

as well as the other Nati ons, on the question of statehood now 

pendi.Dg. The reso,lutions passed at tm Eufaula Convention fairly 

represents the wishes of th e Indian people , and I trust you will 

diligently keep the ma tter before the Committee having ch arge 

ot this matter. 

Respectfully , 

P .Porter , 

Pr in . Chief'. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general let t er s by Principal 
Chief. Letter 393. Muskogee ,Okla homa . 



Muskogee , I . T., Jan . 2~ ,1903 

Mr. s. '/.Brown, 

Sapulpa, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

I am in receipt of your letter of the 19th inst . in which 

you indicate a Willingness to be appointed in the place of Ispar-
c.. 

herher as Delegate to represent the Loyal Creeks . I have deter-

mined that before appointing any person, it would be best for me 

to be sure the Act au thor izing the appoint ment and forwarded to 

the President for approval has been approved . Again , I could only 

~point such person as the Loyal Cr eeks in convention ould recom-

mend to me. As soon as I learn that the Act has been approved 

by the President I will consider the matter of appointing ::o me one 

to take his place. It seems probable that it ill be too late 

to appoint any one as t he session of Congress will be over in a 

little over a month. 

I learned from Mr. Peel that t.be committee on Indi an Af-

fairs of the Senate had agreed to comp~omise the award to the Loyal 

Creeks and they have rep or ted to, the Sen ate the compromise , agree-

1ng to pay to the loyal Creeks 1,236,830.41. It will re q1 ire an 

appropriation but the award will be final I think it is the best 

to accept the compromise a.s it is probably t hat e will neve r 

get so favorable a settlement again . 

I will be pleased to hear from you at any time . 

Respectfully, 

P.Porter, 
Prin.,Chief. 

(Bndorsed) Union Agency press book,general letters by Prin~pal 
Chiet. Letter 399. Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



TERMS OF COURT . ') d-" 

Wisdom V. Tomer , 
lvuskosee-- Wewoka--
Ist Mon . i n Sept . 1st ]1on. in No v . Attorneys- at - Law , 4th It " Jan. l st " after Muskogee , Ind . Ter . lst Tues . in pr. 

Miami-- Wagoner--
ISt"Mon . after 
1st Tues . in Oct . 
3d Mon. in Jan . 

2d Mon . in Nov . 
lst Mon . in Mar . 

D. M. iSdom 
Robt . Toomer . Tahlequah--

lst on . after 2d 
Tues . in Oct . 
4th ~ on . in Apr . 

Vinita- -
1st Mon. in Dec . 
2d Mon . in May . 

January 26th 1903 . 

Hon . Commissioner of Indian f f airs . 

Wa shing ton , • c. 
Sir : 

I have the honor to sta te tha t I am in r ecei pt of 

your communica t ion of Jan . lOth 1903 . Finances l , 5954-1902 , 

in regard to the applic a tion of Mari6n E. Tarvin , t o be p aid 

certain mo ney due him and his two sons , Ple~sant F . and Beau-

regard c. Tarvin as "Emigration Creeks , " 

You s tate in your said letter tha t the manner of pa y-

ment of such claims , and t he evidence re quired ar e still under 

consideration b y your of f ice . \/hen such ma tters have been de-

termined , I would be pleas ed to have further informa tion f rom 

your office in t he manner of collec t i ng s a id claims , and I will 

ask you to consider my first letter as an applica tion , whether 

formal or not , on the part of Tarvin and sons t o be paid what 

may be due them on the proof thereaft er to be filed . I know 

Mr. Tarvin personally , and believe his claim to be a meritor

ious one , Awa i ting f urther advise , 

I am your Obedient Servant . 
D. M. Wisdom . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 9192 Received Mar . 29 , 1904 . Office 
ot U. S. Indian Inspe c tor for Indian Territory . Vashington , Mar . 26 , 
1904 . Commissioner . Enclosed letters from 1ary, E. Terr ell and D. 

•Wisdom, relative to self- emigrant creek roll . 



Mrs. Melissa iley, 

Okmulgee,I.T. 

Dear Madam:-

Muskogee , I . T., Jan . 2?,1903 

Yours of Jan . 23rd asking information as regards John Morgan 

and family who have again entered upon your premises after being 

removed by the poliae , he alleges by my permission, and in answer 

I have this to say . The young man came here and stated to me 

that he and family had been e~elled from their home built by 

themselves and his mother was sick and the family out of doors , 

and the house from which they had been expelled was built by them 

and was vacant. In reply to his statements , I said to him that 

it the house was vacant and they were out in the weather and no 

person to stop them from taking shelter , that I would do so . This 

gave him no permission to resist taking possession by the proper 

owners of the premises . I wuld have no such authority urd er any 

circumstances and you may be authorized to say to the parties in 

possession of your allotment there is no aut.horit y from me to retain 

possession and Mr. Mor gan should give you immediate possession . 

Respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 402. Muskogee ,Oklahoma . 
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Hon. E. A. Hi tc.hco,ck, 

Sir:-

Secretary of the Interior, 

ii a.shingto n , D. C • 

Mu$kogee , I . T., March 16 , 1903 . 

I am informed through letter by Mr. Peel , attorney of the 

Loyal Creeks, and als o D. N. Hodge , Creek Delegate and repre

sentative of the Loyal Creeks , that your Department holds , or is 

inclined to hold, that no payment can be made of the Loyal Creek 

Claim until they have signified their willingness to accept the 

$600,000 appropriated in the Indian Appropriation Bill for the 

fiscal year ending J une ::0 , 1904 . 

Some days since, I issu ed a call for a convention of the Town 

Chiefs of the Creek people, together with the loyal creeks , to 

inf"orm them what had been done by Congress with this ·claim. Since 

then it occurs to m t .hat it would be appropriate forr me to 

request that your Department address roo a letter on the subject 

ot this appropriation and the views of the Department thereon. 

The people are very en xi ow to have a settlement of this claim 

and no time would it b e of more benefit to them than the present 

time in as much as 95%. of them have now received their allotments , 

and this payment would, in a great measure , enable them to enclose 

their allotments and put permanent improvements upon them. At 

least e. large percent of them "WOUld be enabled to do so . 

It it is true that t.be Department holds that their acceptance 

is necessary before payment is made, I would suggest that their 

·-P. orter press book.ltr.409.--



-2-

acceptance be secured in the form or a general convention , wh ich 

would fairly represent them, and their individual acceptance 

could thereafter be obtained when p;~.yment is being made . 

The oall convention referred to is to meet on tbe 26th day 

of March , and for this reason a reply prior to tha. t time would 

be highly ·appreciated. 

Believe me, Sir, to be , 

Very respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chi ef--Creek ation . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Ch1et. Letter 409. ~usk ogee, Oklahoma. . 



~arch 27. , 1903 . 

Resolved, that the town chiefs, Kings , larriors and Loyal 

Creeks whose names are hereto attached , representing · the Loyal 

Creeks or t~ Creek Nation , in convention assembled at· Okmulgee , 

in the Creek Nation , Indian Territory, on March 27 , 1903 , by 

these presents accept and agree to tm terms of the act of Con

gress spproved March 3 ,1903 , and entitled -

"An act making appropriation for the current and contingent 

expenses or the Indian Department , and for fulfilling treaty 

stipulations with tm various tribes af Indians for the fiscal 

year ending June ::0 , 1904, anl for other purposes . " 

- and accept all of the terms and conditions imposed by said act 

respecting the appropriation of 600 , 000 . 00 for payment of claimS 

ot Loyal Creeks . 

Resolution expressing the hope that bile accepting the 

$6oo ,ooo.oo, in accordance with tbe terms and conditions under 

which it was appropriated , under more favorable circumstances 

'the Government would see the equity of paying the full amount 

originally allo ed by the Senate of too United States upon the 

Loyal Creek Claim. 

Resolution expressing the confidence of the Loyal Creeks 

and the Creek Nation at large, in the integrity of the Honorable 

Secretary or the Interior, and tendering him their thanks . 

(~arsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Pri ncipal 
Chiet. Letter 414. Muskogee ,Oklahoma . 



Muskogee ,I . T., May 5 , 1903 

Honorable Secretary of Interior, 

Washington, D.c. 

Sir: 

I em in receipt ar a copy of your communication of April 27 , 

1903, through the United States Indian Inspector , in relation to the 

p~ent of the Loyal Creek Claim appropriation under provisions 

in th3 Indian Appropriation Act of March 3 , 1903 , together ·i th 

an opinion of the Attorney-General t hereon , stating that the appro

priation or $600,000 is conditional : the main condition of which 

is that it is necessary for the Creek Council , or tbe National 

Council of the Creek Nation to accept the appr opri a tion,. with all 

the provisions embraced in tbe Act of Appropriation before any 

payment can be made, eithe r to t.be Loyal Creek claimants or their 

attorneys. 

In the letter referred to , tbe Unit ed States Indian Inspector 

is requested to "confer with the Principal Chief of the Creek Nation 

and ask him to make a written report ±let.ber it is not advisable 

to await the action of the National Council at its regular session 

upon the acceptance of the terms of said Act rather than incur 

t.be additional e:xpense ar 8D extra session. " 

The appropriation made to pay the loyal creek claim was made 

immediately available in the Act 1 tself . · The reason for this was 

to enable the claimants to receive whatever their proportionate 

share in the award at the present moment , that is upon delivery 

ot and being placed in possession of their allotment deeds so 

--P.Porter press book.ltr.416 .--
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that they may apply it to tm improveme nt of their lands . The 

momy being paid immediately would, in a great majority of cases, 

protect them against ruinous leases , be cause they ould have the 

money then w.l.th which to fence and improve their own lands . 

And again, tm rate of interest that our citizens have to pay 

for the use of money is not less than 10% , and should this payment 

be deferred to the next Council , it would probably be January , l904 , 

before the payment could be made , which ~uld be in mid- Winter 

and subject them to great inconvenience . 

It is my opinion that the Council i 11 accept i thout much 

delay, the a ward made on behalf of the Loyal Creek Claimants , 

which, . if accepted no , would be a g ain to om' people in inte r est 

saved by the use af their o n money of the sum. of 20 .ooo o Othe r 

considerations added would almost double its va lue to our people 

were it paid i mmedi ately . The expense to the Nation will not 

exceed 'i?5,000. 

I have therefore determined to call the Council , and ha ve 

fixed the day of its convening for ey 19 , 1903 , and in order to 

complete this settlement, I regard it as a necessary e:x;pense of 

the Creek Government. and therefore feel fully authorized under 

the Constitution and Treaty to assume the responsibility of 

calling t~ Council. 

The United States Indian Inspe ctor was requested by me to 

telegraph you that I had is sued the call of tbe Creek Council for 

the 19th 1nst., and a lette r e:xplanatory would follow. 

Respectfully , 
P . Porter--Pri ncipal Chief . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency press book , general letters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 417. Muskogee,Oklahoma. 



ay 22 ,1903 . 

RESOLVED by t he ati onal Coun ci l of t he Muskogee at i on : 

That the Principal Chief be and he i s here by earnest l y requested 

to ask the Hon. e cretary of t he I nteri or t o locate his agents 

whp are to be ent rusted wi th t he ad jucat i on of t he ri ghts and 

paying or Claimants of t he s o cal l ed Loyal Cr eek Clai m a t Okmul gee , . 
the same bei ng more convenient and a ccessabl e to a large ma jority 

ot said Claimants . 

Clerk. 

A.P. oKellop 
Clerk. 

dopt,ed ] a y 22nd . , 1903 . 

Roley .rcintosh 

Pres . H. of Ki ngs . 

Concurred in May 22 ,.1903 • 

.Amos Mcint osh 

peaker of H. of arri ors . 

Approved fay 23 , 1903 . 

P . Por t e r , 

Pri n . Chi ef . 

--P.Porters ~neral letters.--a-17----



VJ.ay 22nd . , 1903 . 

BE IT R OLVED by t he Jati onal Coun c i l of t he 1tuskogee 

Cr eek Nation , as follo ws : That 

REAS t he Congre s s of the Uni t ed t ates in an Act en t i t led 

"An act maki ng appropriat i ons for t he current and cont i ngent 

expenses of t he Indi an Departme nt and f or fulfilli ng treaty 

st i pul ations ~i th various t ribes for the f iscal year endi ng .June 

thirtieth , nineteen hundr ed and fo ur , and f or ot he r purpos e s , " 

appr oved arch 3 , l903 , made provi s i ons f or pay i ng t he s o- called 

Loyal CFe ek claims , and appropriated the sum of ix Hundr ed 

Thousand Doll a r s for that pur pose , and sai d appropr i a tion be i ng 

made on t he condit i on t hat the sum s o appropriated should be 

accepted as payment in full of all sai d claims . 

NO I , TRERLF , be it resolved t hat t he sai d s um of Si x 

Hundred Thousand Dollars , appropriated a s afores aid , is hereby 

accepted in ful l p ayment and sat i sfact i on of all claims and 

demands gro i ng out of said Loya l Cr eek clai ms , and t hat t he 

payment t here of a s dire c t ed by s ai d act shall be a f i nal rel ease 

of the Gove r nment from all such cl a i m or claims . 

Lee cNevins 
Cl er k . 

A. P . McKel lop 
Clerk . 

Adopt e d ay 22n d ., 1903 . 

ol ey cintosh 

Pre s . H. of Ki ngs . 

Concur r ed in ~ay 23rd ., l 903 . 

Amo s 1 clntosh 
Speaker House of arr i ors 

pro- tem. 

Approved ay 23 , 1903 
. Porter---Pr in . Chi ef . 

- --P . Porters general l et ters .--a- 17----



Honorable Dawes Commission , 

Muskogee ,I.T . 

Sir:-

usk6gee , I . T . , July 9 , 1903 

This office has no authenticated roll of the Creek citizens , 

and it is now very necessary that I should have an authenticated 

roll. The only authenticated roll now obtainable would be the 

roll made out by the Da es Commission of such persons as they have 

adjudged to be Creek citizens and made a llotn:e nts to them as such . 

In t~ delivery of deeds , it is very difficult , for this office , 

in many instances, to identify the allottee , a lthough the certifi

cate W1 th other inquiries serve for euch iden ti fie a tion in mos t 

cases. 

The Dawes Commission has promised that such a roll shall be 

furnished this office so soon as completed. Another matter that 

makes it ot extreme necessity to have a complete roll of Creek 

citizens is the coming gemral election. ithout an authenticated 

rol~, the right to vote and hold a1rf'ice in the Council in many 

instances is brought into question , and in the event the election 

is close' to detennine 'Who is e lee ted to the arfice of' rinc ipal 

Chief and Se cond Chief' will be difficult. 

For these am other reasons, I would respect~ully request t ha t 

your Commission devise son:e wey by which such a roll of the Creek 

people by Towns may be made out and turned over to thiS office. 

Respectfully , 
P .Porter--Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 423. Muskogee , Oklahoma . 



Ron. E. A; Hitchcock , 

Sir:-

Secretary of the Interior , 

Washington, D. C. 

Mu~kogee , I . T ., July 9 , 1903 

In my telegr am of recent date , I inf ormed you that at present 

I could not Visit ashington as per your request , wh ich I ould 

like to have done o The correspondence in the Douglas matter 

caused so much misunderstami~ that my visit ould have only 

added more cause for rumor • And again , the business of the of-

fice needs my presence for quite a h ile . 

The matter which I would like to receive the immediate atten-

tion of your Dep ariment 1 s that of making the Loyal Creek payment 

as ear~y as practicable . 

The cause of complaint by the people f or tresspass upon 

their allotments by grazing of cattle on them , is being attended 

to by the U. ; Agent now ith much vigor , and greatly to the re

lief of the Creek people . 

The matter of greatest importance to the Creek people now; is 

. a period fixed for the closing of t he rolls , and espe cially on 

account ot so many case s where claims are made fo.r infants to be 

enrolled, claiming they were born immedi ately prior to the date 

ot closing the roll by treaty, which was May 25 , 1901, and dying 

shortly atter ards. Most of these cases I have found to be ithout 

foundation 1n tact, but the dis co very t .te. t they are not within 

t~ period in which they could be enrolled or that the evidence 

ia 1nautt1oient, only encourages the manufacturing of evidence 

'to h ve them enrolled. I do not think it would be an injustice 
-- r ess book.ltr.4~.--
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to arbitrarily :t'ix a period for closing the roll forever . This 

will have to be done before hay constitutes the residue of land 

is applicable to evening up the difference in tre valuation of 

allotments. So soon as the rolls are closed , doubtless the Dawes 

Commission will state the account to each citizen that has receiv

ed his allotn:ent or 160 acres a t so many do.llars appraisement , 

snd if under the maximum valuation on 1040 , it will be so stated 

and t~ allottee will be g iven the :privilege of taking land at 

its appraised value to balance the account , and if he prefers 

money, he Will have to hold tll3 account until all the assets of 

the Creek estate constituting money shall have been a ggregated 

and then paid . 

In t~ matter of the sale of portions of their lands by the 

allottees hile it is undersirable in most cases , yet in many 

instances it ould be for the best interest of the allottee himself , 

that is in too case of very old poor persons , all the mmbers 

ot their family having allotments , and also or deceased persons 

for the purpose of distribution to their heirs , the requirements 

by rule ot the Department might be amended so as to authorize 

the Agent , or person in charge of making recommendations to your 

o:t'tice for approval , to suggest an appropriate price per acre 

where the price appears to be inadequate . 

In t~ matter of leasing lmd , hile there are many cases 

ot illegal leasing that have been adjusted , there still rema in 

cases that are di.:rficult of equitable disposition , but in such 

cases, tim and experience ill no doubt bring them within the 

control at t~ la , and allottees ill receive the protection 

promised in our agreement . 

--P .Parter press book.ltr.425 .--
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Should any other matter of importance r&la ting to Cr eek af

fairs come to your notice, I will be glad to give such supp~t t o 

the Department as may be with i n my po er . 

Very respe ctfully, 

P . Port er , 

Pri n . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, genera l letters by Pri ncipal 
Chiet. Letter 425. MUskogee,Oklahomao 



United States Indian Agent, 

Union Agency • 

Sir: 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory , 

J'Uly 10, 1903 . 

Mr. Joe C. Smith a tanner living east of Henryet ta infer ms 

me that the Indian Police are now driVing one hundred and forty 

head of his cattle out of the Nation. He presents a letter 

shoWing that he is a fanner of good reput.ation and promises that 

in the :ru ture he will see that his c a ttl.e are kept upon inclosed · 

lands. My desire in making the complaint was to see that the 

law was complied with am I believe that t his will be an exan ple 

not orUy to Mr. Smith, but to the neighborhood and he has my per

mission to return his c at tle and keep them as required by .1a w and 

upon further complaint no leniency to be shown . 

He informs me tha.t be did not · introduce the cattle but 

bought and raised them since he has been here. 

Very truly, 

P . Porter , 

Prin.Chief. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, genera l J.e tters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 426. Muskogee,Oklahoma. 



Muskogee, I . T., J uly 17, 1903 

Hen. J. George right, 

U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territo r y , 

Muskogee,I.T. 

Sir:-

By reference to the act of appropriat i on for the curre c t 

and contingent expenses of t he Indi an d epar t n2nt, you are no doub t 

cogizant of the proVision appropria t i ng Six Hundred Thousand 

Dollars tor the payment o f t he Loyal Cr eek Claims . One of the 

provisions of the appropri a tion ~as that the Indi ans should a ccept 

the appropriation "as ful l payiOOnt and sat isfact i on of al l claims 

and demands growing out of s a JLd Loyal Creek Cla i m - - " 

Instructions were given t hat prior t o t he payment the Creek Council 

should express by resolution, or a ct, signif ying i ts ac ceptance 

ot this provision, and t hereby gi ve a fu ll r elease of the Govern

ment from all liability on account of sai d Claim. 

Another provision of tm appropr i a t ion was that i t sb.ould be 

immediately available. Th is provis i on was made s o as t o enable 

the claimants to have i mmedi ate use of their mone y in improvi ng 

their allotmnts, or their proportiona t e share of the Cr eek lands . 

In order that this might be carri ed out wi thout de l ay , t oo cla i m

ants being ~ery desirous of r e ceivi ng t be ir proporti ona t e interes t 

in the claim, I called an extraordinary s e s s ion of t he Council 

and submitted the matter of accept~ce of the claim as fUll pay

ment to the Council and the council did, by resolution , accept in 

behalf ot the Loyal Creeks the Six Hundred Tho us and Dollars as full 

Par.ment and satisfaction and release or the Governme nt for all 
--P.Porter press book.ltr.429.--
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liability on account of said claim. ~his action was taken on 

May 22,.1903, and a certified copy of such resolution was forwarded 

to the Department with the hope that w1 thin a reasonable time 

the claimants would be paid. 

The resolution of accap tanoe was approved by the President , 

and I was in:f'oriOOd by t!e Assistant Secretary of the Interior , 

Han. Thomas Ryan , that the United States Indian Agent for the 

Indian Territory , the Ron. J . Blair Shoenfelt , was designated as 

pay-master of said claim. I was thereafter advised that rules 

and regulations governing the matter of payroont would be fer ward-

ed without de lay and that the payment would be made . Very 

nearly two months have elap•ed since the acceptance by the Creek 

Council w.as made , and yet no payment has been begun . The claim-

ants, heirs of claimants and their legaJL representatives , who 

reasonably expected to have received their money before now , are 

exhibiting great anxiety about it and the country is rife With 

~ors as to the possibility of ever being paid . Our general 

election is to be held on September 1st and this delay in payment 

is haVing a very decided effect in breeding dissatisfaction among 

the people. 

Instructions from tbe Department with th3 rules under which 

is to be paid , and the beginning of payment will have a quieting 

intluenoe. The claiJDB.nts are , from every view of the case , entitled 

to immediate action in th3 matter. You are in a position to 

understand tully why it is urgent that imaediate payment should be 

made. 

--P .Porter press book.ltr.429.--
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I wish to e:x;press the hope that you will call at ten ti on of 

the Department to this matter in such terms as :rill secure imme-

diate action. Trusting you Will forward this communication to 

the Department with such additional recommendations as you may 

see proper, I am, 

Very re~ectfully, 

P . Porter , 

Principal Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chie:r. Letter 429. Muskogee ,Oklahoma. 



D E P A T •r I N T 0 F T H 
I.T.D. 6914-1903. \ ashingto n . 

United ' t a tes I nd ia n Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory , 

Mu ck agee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir : 

FHE 
I J T:EniOR 

Oc t ober 3, 190 3 . 

e ptember 2, 1 903 , ou submitted a communication from 

li' . A. P • . urphy , a ttorney for t.he Creek ation , dated Augus t 

24, 1903 , ddresse d to the Secretary of the Interior , 

i nclosing a n ewspaper clippi ng containi~ a purported i n t er -

view with t~ United tate s Indian ent , Union gency , 

rel a tive t o Creek Free dmen ; so a lette r f rom r11r . Shoenfe l t 

i n r ega rd t o t.he matter , i n h ich he s tates t hat he did not 

g ive out t he statement cre dited to him ; t ha t he had been 

misquote d ; t t the arti cJ.e i n the Kansas Ci t y .Journal did 

him an injustice, and t t the a t t a ck on h i m by . Mur phy 

re sulting f 'ro m t .lle a lleged intervie f a s uncalled for ; tha t 

cit i zens of t he Creek ation, regardless of t mi r race , 

receive t he same considerati on from him as do others , although 

he has be en c ompelled to crit i ci se negroes as ell a s ot her s 

for improper a cti ons , and t hat m has used ever possible 

effort to protect th e pr operty r ig hts of c itizens of the 

Creek ation agai ns t t he devices of s chemer s . 

A co mmunicatio n f rom Cha ing Folsom, of .Sep t ember 2 , 

1903 , to the Agent , is found .i th t he papers . IT . Folsom 

, .. 
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states that the intervievi contained in tm nn spaper clipping 

referred to r. as 7r i tten by him ; that through transmission or 

negligence on h is part the mistake vas made in mak i ng it 

appear tba t t m gen t criticised t 1e negro race in general; 

that h i s reoollectio n is that the Agent criticised t he clas s 

of non- ci t i zen negroes ho c am e d · ly into h is office . 

The Commissioner of Indian ffair s , reporting i n t he 

matter September 23 , 1903 , states t hat he is of the opinion 

that t he mat t er is not af sufficient co nsequence to merit 

any serious con ideration ; "t.ba t t m officers of the I nd ian 

Terri tor y , including the attorney for t m Cre el<: I ation , 

have 10rk of e no .G'h magnitude to r eq ire ind ividually t heir 

entire ti me and attent ion without co mpla i n it¥S af each ot her 

having g iv en out i nter ie s r eal or other i se , espe c i ally 

when the same are af little if any importance . " He r e comme nds 

t.ba.t you be advised t ha t t m Agen t ' s explanation i s satisfactory. 

Hhile c oncurri generally in th3 vie ws of tl-:e commissioner , 

the Department has no desire to criticise the action of the 

a ttorrn y fo r the Ja tion . 

and that is suffi cient . 

Th3 gent ' s explanation is satisfact ory , 

You are directed to advise "' . urphy 

and the Agent in accordance m r e lith . 
, 

A copy of t h e Co 's sioner ' s · letter is i nclosed . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 
1 inclosure . Acting ' ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . 7558 ecei ved Oct . l2 , 1903 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tor • . ashington , Oct . 3 , 1903 . 
Secretary.----Re l . to letter of A. P • . rurphy , Atty . for Creek at i on , 
co~erning interviev of I ndian ent rel . to Creek freedmen ; 
states expl anation of Agent is sati s ac tory . hould ad ise 
parties .----



Muskogee,I.T., Sept., 10,1903 

Hon. J.Blair Shoenfelt , 

U.S.Indian Agent , Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

From letter of Hon . Tmms BiXby , of date September 9th,l903., 

addressed to Hon . J . Geor ge . right , U. s . Indian Inspector , brought 

to my notice by J . B. O' Neill , Examiner of applicat ions for sale 

of Creek allotments, it appears t hat t he Dawes Commis s ion has been 

notified that the Gre ek Nation i l l cont e st the rights of Ezekiel 

Moore, Jackson Smith , achel Tur ner end Gabe Moore , to enrollment 

as Creek citizens. 

hile I am not sure of it , I p re sume t ha t Mr. Mur·phy served 

notice on the Dawe s Commission to that effect . All deeds that 

have been issued, signed end subsequently delivered to Creek allot

tees, were for such persons as have been duly enrolled by the 

Dawes Commission, the only lawful authority t ,o determine questions 

ot citizensh ip that I know of. If since that time . tie rights 

ot any person to enrollment have been uestioned , it is within 

the sole province of the Dawes Commission to deter.mine whether 

such questions, after the delivery of the deed , can be lawfully 

made. However, I presume this will be subject· to appeal to the 

Secretary of the Interior. 

There is no roll in my offi ce of 1895 termed the "'Doubtful"' 

roll of Creek Citizens. In fact, there is no authenticated roll 

in the of'f'ice of the Principal Chief' hatever, nor has there been 

since the roll of' the Creek Nation was made by tbe Dawes Commis-

a1on under an Act of Congress. It is my understanding that the 

--P.Porter press book.ltr.438.--



-2-

Dawes Commission has the lawful authority to pass upon all claims 

ot citizenship of the Creek Nation made by any person whatever . If 

there be such a "Doubtful"' roll in the office of t he Dawes Com-

mission, that would be of service to Mr. O' Neill in listing allot

ments far sale, I would be glad if the Commission furnish such 

roll, it it can be of service in protecting the pr operty rights 

ot the Creek Nation. Upon what information the rights of the 

persons have been questioned , is unknown to rre and I have no 

knowledge at it but would suggest before passing upon it that 

time be g1 ven for ~ to communicate wit h Mr. Murphy , Attorney 

for the Creek Nation, on tbe subject . 

Respectfully , 

P .Porter , 

Pri n . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Prinaipal 
Chief. Letter 436. Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



De cember 5 ,1903 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE - I .AL C r C L OF THE 1vill • G I O 1 : 

That there shall be e lected at t he present session of t he Council 

three citizens as Delegates to represent the us kogee or Cree k 

Nation at 'las ington , D. C. during the next session of Congr ess 

which Will convene on Dec. 5 , 1903 . 

The said Delegates shall act under such ·instructions as the 

Council may, by eso l ut i on , provide , and under such further 

instructions as t he rincipal Chief may deem advis abl e for the 

interests of t he l."uskogee ~ati on . 

The said Delegates shall remai n at ashi ngton during the 

session of Congr ess or during such time as the interests of the 

Nation may demand . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee , klahoma.-Pleasant orters 
general letters.--a-27----



Okmulgee, I.T. 

Deo.l2th,l903 

To the Honorable National Council 

Gentlemen: 

Your Committee on Judiciary beg l eave to submit the attached 

Resolution and r espectfully re commend your adoption of the same . 

J.H.Lynch 
Clerk. 

Very r espectfully, 

David Anderson , 

Chairman. 

BE IT RESOL ~D: By the ational Council of t he uskogee ation : 

That the Principal Chief and the ational Attorney are hereby 

requested to make a complete l ist of all persons who ere admit

ted or enrolled as citizens of t he Creek ation by t he Creek 

Commission on citizenship , t he Dawes Commission , or by t he 

United States Court on appeal, hose n es do not regularly 

appear upon t he Au t hent ic ated census rolls of 1890 and 1895 

and the omitted census rolls of 1895 , i ncluding t he children of 

such persons, and submi t the s ame to t he Honor ables Charl es J . 

Bonapart and Clinton R. oodruff, pe cial Agents of the United 

States Government together w.ith the evidence upon which they 

were admitted or enrolled as citizens of t he Muskogee ation , 

with a view to securing from the ecretary of t he Interior or 

by act of the Congress of t he United States a r eopening of 

---Pleasant Porters general letters.~-t--
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of such oases for further investi gation. 

Adopted Dec.l4,1903 

Alex Davis 

Sp . H. of • 

M.C. 
Clk. 

Concurred in with t he following amendments - That after 

the words "Dawes Commission , add t he words , 't.And the National 

Council~ -

Dec. 14,1903 

James Smi th, 

President H. Kings 

Sam Grayson 

M.c. 
clerk. 

Clerk 

Amendment concurred in Dec.l4 ,1903. 

Alex Davis 

Spk. H. of I . 

(IDdorsed)Pleasant Porters general letters.--t--Muskogee , Oklahoma , 
'Union Agency. 



I'XICUTIVE OFFIC 

skogee ation 

P. Porter , Pri ncipa l Chi f . 

TO THE HO ORA BT.E H U' 

Gentlemen : 

I G D . 

kmul c , nd . T rr ., 

e c . 14 , 1 0 • 

I 

I he r e ~ it transmit to you a copy and draft of a 

Memorial and R so l ut i on of t he ational Counc il of the ~skoge 

Nation t o Congress t ouchin t he mat t r of s par t stat hood 

tor the I ndi an T r r i t or y and ex ressing th illin n ss to 

make a cons t i t tion t countr 

owned and occup i ed b 

tt ct . arch 4 , 1906 . 

nd eutabl i sh a tate mbraci 

t e i v Civi lized ~ribes to o into 

You ill giv t h i s 

it imme diat 1 to Congr 

our en ors nt so that I can transmit 

ss . I am , 

ry s ctfully yours , 

•· ort r , 

rin . Chief . 

- easant orters gen ral l e tt r s . - - k--



December 15,1903 

TO THE SENATE AND HOUSE OF RE RES 'NTATIVE 
OF THE UNITED STATES IN GONG iSS ASSEl\ffiLED . 

e, your memorialist s , the National Council of the Muskogee 

or Creek Nation i n re gular sessi on assembled , realizing that t he 

Indians of the Five Civi lized Tribes , namel y , the Creeks , Cho c

taws, Chickasaws, Cherokees and Seminoles , must soon discontinue 

their tribal relations and assume the responsibilitie s of t he 

United States Citizensh ip ; and knowing that the I ndians of t he 

Five Tribes would be more fully protected in their property 

holding, and t herefore be t ter s atisfied with their new surround

ings if permitted to have a hand in shap i ng t he policy of the 

Government under which they will live in the near future ; and 

knowing t hat the Indians wo uld have more i nf luence in t he or gan iza

tion of a state formed out of Indian Terri tory alone , hereby 

adopt the recommendati ons of the Chief xecutive of the Five Civili -

zed Tribes issued in c onventi on at ufaula , Indian Territory , 

May 21,1903. 

This conven t i on was the outcome of a meeting he ld by the 

Indians of the Five Tribes at the same place on November 28 , 1902 , 

when they protested against any legisl~ti on by Congr ess wher eby 

Indian Territory may be organized i nto a Terri tori al Government 

or be annexed to Okl ahoma , prior to arch 4 , 1906 , t h e date fixed 

in the late agreements \nth t he said Five tribes for the dissolu-

tion of their Tribal Governments . The desire of the Indians is 

that a state be formed of I ndian Terr i tory upon t he dissol ution 

ot their Tribal Governme nts in order t hat t hey may incorporate 

in the Constitutions a revision prohibiting the sale of i ntoxicating 

----P.Porter-a-101----
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liquors in the new state . 

A prohibition clause could not be embodied in a constitution 

of a State formed by t he union of Oklahoma and Indian Terri tory , 

because Oklahoma is now a Sal oon Territory . 

It is well known t hat the political , civil and re ligious 

conditions of t h e I ndians in the Territory of Oklahoma are seriousl y 

affected by t he liquor traffic , which is no where more arrogant 

than in Oklahoma ~ The ex tensi on of the liquor business over In-

dian Terri t ory is earnestly desired by t he wholesale liquor 

dealers of t he United States . The daily pape rs of the iddle 

lest have published the statement that the liquor de alers have 

already pooled t heir interests and arranged to mai ntai n a strong 

lobby in Wa shington unt il the Indian Terri tory is made a part 

of Oklahoma . The Creek pe ople maintain a high standard of 

morality and r elig ion , which will , beyond any doubt , be seriously 

lowered if not totally des troyed, if they be exposed to the 

baneful influences of fre e sal oons . 

This consideration alone shou ld receive the careful attention of 

Congress . 

Congress has at all t imes prohibited the introduction or sale 

of intoxicants in this country as will be shown by t he a c ts of 

Congress quoted below; and we believe there was no time when the 

Indians needed protecti on mor e from t hat evil than they will 

when they become cit izens of an i ndependent State and shall no 

longer be under the control of Congr es s and the Department of the 

Interior . 

•No ardent spirits shall be introduce d, under any pretense , 

into the Indian Country. '' 

Section 2139 , u . s . s t a t . »The United Sta te s agr ees t o mai ntai n 
----P. Porter- a- 101----
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strict laws in said Nation against the Introduction, sale , barter , 

or giving away, of liquors or intoxicants of any kind matsoever o" 

Creek agreemen.t of March l,l90lo 

The United States has guaranteed us against absorption by 

other States or Territories without our consent , and has also 

assured us of Separate Statehood for Indian Terri tory . "The 

United States do solemnly agree and bind themselves that no 

portion of either of the tracts of Country defined in the first 

and second articles of this agreement shall ever be embraced or 

included within or annexed to any Territory or State without 

the full and free cons ent of the legislative authority of the 

Tribe owning the same . "Creek Treaty Aug . 4 ,1856 o The last act 

of Congress, which also was the entering wedge for the descrip

tion of the Indian Governments of the Territory , in defining the 

objects for which the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

(Dawes Commission}, was created r eads as follows : " i th a view 

to such an adjustment , up on the basis of justice and equity, as 

may, with the consent of such Nations or Tribes of Indi ans , so 

far as may be necessary , be requisite and suitable , to enable 

the ultimate creation of a State or State of the Union which shall 

embrace the lands within the Indian Territory . " Act of Congress 

ot 1893. 

The Five Tribes do not base their appeal for a Separate 

State alone on the pledges of t he United States Government . 

The area, population , mineral resources and fertile soil 

ot their country, are in t hemselves suffi cient to entitle them to 

separate Statehood. 

In area the Indian Territory is: Twenty- nine times as 

larse as Rhode Island, Sixteen times as large as De l aware , Six 

--P.Porter-a-101----
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times as large as Connetticut, Four time s a s large as New J ersey, 

almost four times as large as Massachusetts, Three time s as 

large as New Hampshire, Three times as large Vermont, Three 

times as large as Maryland. 

Indian Territory has 6000 s quare miles mor e than ·est Vi rgini a , 

1500 square miles more than ~ aine , 1200 mor e than South Carolina , 

is practically the size of Indiana and i s four fifths the size 

ot either Ohio, Kentucky, Virg i n i a or Tennessee . 

According to the census of 1900, the popula t ion of the Indian 

Territory was 392,060 which exceeded the populat i on of seven 

states and five Territories, namely : 

Nine times that of Nevada , 

Six times that of Alaska , 

Four times that of yomi ng , 

Three times that of Arizona , 

Twice that of Hawaii, 

Twice that of Delaware, 

TWice that of Idaho, 

Twice that of New Mexico, 

148,000 more than on tana, 

113,000 more than District 

115,000 more than Utah, 

of Col umbi a, 

72,000 more than North Dakota. 

Since the last census, emi grat ion to t he Indian Ter ritory 

has been enormous and it is s afe to say t hat th e pr esen t popula

tion exceeds that of either Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode I s l and , 

South Dakota, Washington, Colorado, Florida or New Hampshire . 

In natural resources the Ind ian Terri t ory is not s urpassed 

by any state in the Union. 
----P.Porter-a-101----
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developed in each of the five Nations , but on account of the hold
f.> 

ing of the lands in comm\n , have not been operated . 

The same condition obtains with reference to lead, zinc, tin, 

and other minerals. The coal and a~halt deposits of the Indian 

Terri tory are superior to those of any state in the South West . 

The coal industry is but in its infancy , and yet the annual report 

of the United States Mine Inspector for the year ending June 30 , 

1903, will show that during the year more than 3 , 000 , 000 tons of 

coal were mined in the Choctaw Nat ion alone . In each of the other 

Nations are extensive fields of coal which are being rapidly 

developed and operated G 

The Indian Territory has the most productive soil , four 

fifths of which may be profitably farmed . Citizens of the five 

Tribes have been prominent in the up building of the Indian Terri-

tory, and are today foremost in all enterprises for its permanent 

developement. Proof of' this is , that of the Board of seven 

Commissioners, selec ~ed to co-operate with the Interior Department 

in management of t he Indian Territory Exhibit at the Louisiana 

Purchase Exposition, five are citizens of the Five Civilized 

Tribes. 

The citizens of the Five Tribes are qualified to organ ize a 

State Government, and, in asking that they be permitted so to do , 

are not ignoring t he non-citizens of Indian Territory, but , on 

the contrary, are soliciting their advice and co-operation ana 

are assured of their hearty support . 

Therefore , 
'II'ITTSKOGEE NATION · BE IT RESOLVED BY TilE NATI ONAL COUNCIL OF THE mu • 

Sec. 1. That we most earnestly and respectfully request 

that the Congress of the United States fulfill the sacred pledges 

----P.Porter-a-101----
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made to the Indians of the Five Tribes and permit them, together 

with the non-citizens of Indian Territory to organize a State 

embracing the lands now occupied by the Five Civilized Tribes 

to become effective a t the expiration of the several Tribal 

Governments on March 4 , 1906 . 

Sec. 2. That we emphatically protest against any legisla-

tion by Congress providing for the annexation of the Indian Terri

tory to Oklahoma, either in whole or in part , or for a Territorial 

form of Government for Indian Territory either now or hereafter . 

Sec. 3. That the Private ecretary of the Prin . Chief is 

hereby instructed to furnish certified copies of this memorial to 

the Chairman of the Committee of the Five Civilized Tribes , who 

is directed to forward copies to the President and Secretary of the 

Interior with the request that the latter transmit the same to 

Congress. 

Sec. 4. These Resolutions to take effect and be in force 

from and after passage and appr oval . 

Mildrea Childers, 
Clk. 

Sam.Grayson 
Clk. 

Adopted Dec ol5 , 1903 

Alex Davis , 

Sp . H. of • 

Concurred in 
James Smith , 
Presdt . H. Ki ngs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee,Oklahoma .--a-101--Pleasant Porter'_s 
seneral letters. 



December 15, 1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That four Delegates be appointed to visit the City of 

Washington, D. c. during the present session of Congress vested 

With tull power to make final settlement between the Muskogee 

Nation and the Government of the United States of all claims and 

liabilities growing out of treaty stipulations, including all 

moneys ot the Muskogee Nation which have been paid out Without 

the consent and appropriation of the National Council as provided 

in Section 33 of the Creek agreement approved March 1 , 1901. 

BE IT FUBTHER ENACTED: 

That the Prin. Chief is hereby required to accompany 

the said Delegation as an Ex Officio member of the same . 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED : 

That the said Delegation shall use every effort 

to secure from the United St tes Government the reimbursement 

to the Muskogee Nation of the 100,000.00 of the proceeds of the 

sale of lands under the treaty of 1866 which was paid to the 

Loyal Creeks, t.be money expended for the suppression of small pox 

in 1898; the various sums of money expended in payment of salary 

and expenses of the Revenue Inspector and the Supervisor of 

Schools for the Muskogee Nation and the Supt . of Schools for the 

Indian Territory, which said sums of money were paid out of 

the Muskogee National Funds contrary to Treaty Stipulations; also 

all other unsettled accounts wh ich may be due the Muskogee 

Nation t~om the United States Government. 

----P.Porter--a-54----
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BE IT FUBTHER ENACTED: 

That the said Delegation shall also perform such 

other duties as the National Council may impose by Act or 

Resolution. 

Acopted after ame nded so as to substitute the following : 

Instead of that part of t he bill providing for four 

delegates, that t here shall be 3 delegates and one interpreter, 

the said interpreter to have the same authority in. all respects 

as member of said delegation. 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk 

Mildred Childers 

Adopted De c. 15, 1903o 
his 

James x Smith 
mark 

Pres . House of Kings. 

Concurred in Dec . 15,1903. 

li tness: Theo G. Stidham 
S . J" oHaynes 

Alex Davis 
Sp . House of Warriors. 

Approved Dec . 17, 1903. 

P.Porter , 
Prin . Chi ef . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee , Oklahoma .--a-:-54--Ple as ant Porters 
general letters. 



December 16, 1903 0 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That the election tor Delegates to Washington , D. c. be held 

at 10;00 A.M. Deco 17. 

Mildred Childers 
Clerk. 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk. 

Adopted Dec . 16, 1903. 

Alex Davis 
Sp . House of Warriors . 

Concurred in Dec . 16,1903. 

~ames (his x mark) Smith 
Pres . House of Kings . 

Witnesses: s . ~ .Haynes 
Theo G. Stidham 

Approved Dec. 17, 1903. 

P .Porter 
Prino Chief. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NAT! ONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That the election for Delegates to Washington, D. Co be 

held at 10:00 A.M. Dec. 17. 

Mildred Childers 
Clerk 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk. 

Adopted Dec . 16,1903. 

Alex Davis 
Sp . House of Warriors. 

Concurred in Decol6, 1903. 

~ames (his x mark ) Smi t ,h . 

Witnesses: S.J.Haynes 
Theo G. Stidham 

Approved Dec.l7,1903. 
P.Porter-Prin.Chief. 

(la4orsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Okla. 
•'6--P P rters general letters. --~-----------------------------~ 



uskogee ,I . T., Jan. 5 ,1904 . 

Hon. J .Blair Shoenfelt , 

U.S.Indian Agent, Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

I notice in the daily press all section lines in the Creek 

Nation are to be opened for use as public highways as provided in 

the Supplemental Treaty; that you have established a road depart

ment and the funds of the Creek Nation are to be used for this 

purpose. 

I would thank you to advise me to what extent and for \7hat 

particular use, if any. the monies of the Nation are to be used , 

by what and whose authority as ell as how and in what manner to 

be taken and paid . 

Appreciating a prompt reply , I am , 

Respectfully , 

P .Porter , 

Principal Chief . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency press book , general letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 450 . Muskogee ,Oklahoma . 
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Muskogee , I . T., J"an.l8 ,1904 

T.be press seems to misunderstand the position taken by the 

Creek authorities in t he matter of opening public highways along 

section lines in the Cr eek country . There never has been any 

objections on the part of the Creek people to the opening of public 

highways along section lines in their country , but they do object 

to the use ot their tunds for such purpose as is now being done 

by the Government. The provision for roads along section lines 

was proposed by the Creek delegates themselves and inserted in the 

Supplemental Treaty , Article 10 , ilich reads a s follows : 

"Public highways or roads 3 rods in idth, being one and one

halt rods on each side of the section line , may be established 

along all section lines Without compensation being paid therefor ; 

and all allottees, purchasers, and others shall take the title to 

such lmds subject to this provision . And t.be public good , the 

actual value of th;, land taken elsevbere than along section lines 

to be deter.mined under the direction of the Secretary of the 

Interior while the tribal government continues , and to be paid by 

the Creek Nation during that time; and if buildings or other 

improvements are damaged in consequeme of the establishment of 

such public highways or roads , whetmr along section lines 

elsewhere, such damages during the continuance of the tribal 

government, shall be determined and paid in t he same manner . n 

Each allottee took his a llotment subject to this provision and 

eTery person making improvements obstructing these highways after 

the passage ot the Supplemental Treaty, did so in violation of 

--P.Porter press book.ltr 452.--
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the law. It appeared at the time that some of the section lines 

would injure or damage the p3 rmanent improvements of a few of our 

citizens, that is by passing through their house s and orchards 

This, the Creek delegates thought should be paid for by the 

Creek Nation. The c ases were so fe that it vas thought it ould 

not be a matter of any great expense , but they expected to pay 

for it, when complaint as made by the citizens and damages 

assessed, from appropriation made by the Creek Council to such 

allotteeo The provision ~or payrrent here roads ere made else-

where than on section line·s , was added in order to make reparation 

tor dBDJ.ages done here roads had to be constructed diverging from 

the section lines on account of natural obstructions , such as 

hills, mountains and rivers , and such damages ere expected to 

be assessed by the Creeks and payment made by appropriation of the 

Creek Council to tbe allottee . 

So far as the reservation of three rods for the width of the 

roads is concerned, that is one and ore half rods off each allottee 

land bordering on said section lines , that is dedicated ani belongs 

to the public and no damages can be done to any person by removing 

obstructions that may be in the course of the road , but no expense 

ot this kind was contemplated should be chargeable to the Creek 

Nation. 

1 th this explanation I trust that the matter 1.11 not become 

a matter of controversy by the press . 

(Indorsed) Union Agenc.y press book, general letters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 452. uskogee , Oklahona . 



DE T \~ i-JT F rl'F 1 I:NT ·'Rl 01 , 

Unit e d 0 t ates Indian 0ervice , 

~arch 19th , 1904 . 

Hon.Commissi one r Indian Affairs , 

'. ashing t on , D. C. 

Sir: 

I have t l-e honor to ackn owle dge r e cei pt o f office letter , 

Acc-ounts , 17159-1904 , ·: arch 17th , making i nquiry concerning the 

Original Roll o f Self- emi grant Creek Indi ans prepared by forme r 

Agent . L. en , of Iuskogee . 

This roll , tcge th er m th ot er :feP ers bearing on t he sub

ject, ms le ft by rre in t he drawers of the desk cil ich I had 

used rhile engaged upon the wor k . Tbe ori gi. nal roll as en-

clos ed in a large buff en vel ope , Jh ic h .as l abe lled to i ndi cate 

what 1 t contained . I arranged t ese papers and documen ts of 

various k ind s i n as c ompact an d secure manner as possible and 

called t he a ttcn tion of Chi ef Clerk i sdom t hereto , sho ing 

him mere and ho ; they ·rere l ef t . Seve r a l Applica ti ons wh ich 

I had found ·to be correct , were completed and left , for uant 

ot room else 1.he re , i n a drawe r i n a long sta nding desk in t he 

room occupied by ;I . C. B. Doug lass , t o hich a ttention as a l s o 

cal!ed. 

Very · espe ctfully , 

D • . • . r.an chc s ter 

3pecia l Indian Lgent . 



ooounts , 
19402- 1904 . 
1 en olos ure . 

De par t ren t of the Interior , 

l!I CE CF I J) I A F UR ;J , 

Mr. J . Geor ge rig ht , 

Sir : 

U . . I nd i an In~ e c tor , 

] usk oge e , Ind . • 

. ash i ng ton , [arch 24 , 1904 . 

In co nne c t i on ·nth office letter of 17th i nstant , 1he rein 

you wer e i nformed tha t Spe cia l gent , anc test er had been request 

ed to f ur n i sh any infor mat ion he mi ght have as to the v.here -

a bout s of c e rt a i n doc uments pert ning to t.te sel f - emi gran t 

Creek i nves ti gati on, I nov enclos e • ·anc .tester ' s rep l y , whi ch 

may be of s ome serv ice to you i n locati ng t be documen ts i n ques -

tion . 

ery r espe ctfully , 

.c . Tonne r 

cting Commis si one r . 

(K) 

(Endor s ed) Uni on ency No . 9177 eceived ~ar . 28 , 1904 ffic e of 
U. S . Indian I ns pe c tor , Indi an Terri tory . ~. ashington , l\ar . 24 , 
1904. Commis sioner .--- -~nclos es l et t er from pe ci al e n t 
Man c~ s t er , r el at i ve to vzh ereabou ts of certai n pape r s con cerning 
se - emig r an t Creek r oll .----



May 10, 1904 . 

Commi ss i on t o Fi ve Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

(!l!en t l emen:-

The map of the Creek Nation made after survey, 

which we have had in use in the office , has become so 

dilap idated that it is prnctic lly of no vnlue to us , 

and 1 s we need one for the use or the orfice continuounly, 

I make a~plicntion to your Commission to furnish us wit h 

another one on canvas if there aro any to be had . 

(Endorsed) Union 

Principal Chi ef . 

Re s:p ec tfully, 

P . Porter , 

Princ2.pa l Chief . 

en cy pr·ess book , Gener 1 letters by 

Letter 356 , Muskogee , Oklahoma) 



Commission to Five CiVil ized Tribes , 

Muskogee ,I. T. 

Dear Sirs;-

May 24 , 1904 

It bas been called to my attention t .hat the office of the -

Chiet of the Creek Nat ion has no roll of the tribe . If your of-

tice is without one, I am well a ware of t .he arduous work and labor 

it Will require to have you comply With this request , but t~ very 

great importan ce of tte work we wi sh to undertake on behalf of 

the young an d unpr otec ted will more than compensate any one for the 

labor experxled. e e specially desire this roll i th a view 

ot determining who are minors without guardians , or where tbey 

may have gua r di ans b ut not w.ch a one as is intended by the law 

and who are ne gl e cti ng or v~asting the estate ., I do not know if 

1 t is w1 thin tb e pr ovince of your Honorable Commissi on to furn i sh 

this roll,. howe ve r it may be , I will thank you most kindl y :for any 

aid or information you may be able to furnish me . 

Very respectfully , 

M. I . Mott , 

National Attorney 
Cree k Nation. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency pre ss book , general letters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 489. Musk ogee, Okl alloma . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INrERIOR, 

Washingt<D.n. 

I.T.D.5638-1904. 

Commi ssi om r ot Indian Affairs . 

Sir: 

July 18 , 1904 . 

July 9, 1904, the Acting Commissioner transmitted the 

record in the Creek lanl contest , No . 700 , entitled Cuffey Mc

Intosh, contestan t , vs . Louis Ballard and Lucy Smith as sole 

heirs ot Mary Ballard, deceased , contestees , involving the NE/4 of 

Sec.ll, T.l8 N., R. lB E . of Indian Meridian, containing 160 

acres. 

April 22,1904, the Commission ta the Five Civilized 

Tribes decided tbe controversy favorable to t.be contestees. 

On appeal to your office , the Acting Commissioner , 

on June 2, 1904, affirne d tbe Commission' s decision. The matter 

is now before the Department on appeal :trom the Actill8 Commis

sioner• s decision. 

The DepartmEnt has carefully examined the record , and 

your decision, in so tar as it awards the land to the con testees , 

is hereby confirmed, for the reason that it appears that at the 

time Mary Ballard filed on said lard the contestant was not in 

possession ot the improvements thereon. 

The papers in t.be case are returned .berewi th.. 

Creek -... '100 

Z041. 

Respectfully, 

Thos.Ryen 

Acting Secretary. 

t 



Ron. J.Blair Shoenfelt , 

United States Indian Agent , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir:-

Hon. Lahtah Micco {Thomas Culler) a member of council fr om 

TU~kabatchee makes the following represent at ion on behalf o:f him

salt and John, Dave and Anna Culler , ma.nbers af his family , in 

reterence to treir allotimn t s situated in ·sections 12 and 13 , 

Township 8 North and Range 8 • 

That one Jese Self , a ci tizen of the Unit ed States leased for 

graZing purposes for one year. only the allotments of the above , 

which was a t that ti.me enclosed by a Wire fence . That said lea se 

expired last year, and tbat Self persistently claims p ossession 

and has cut hay off t ~ ground this year , and that lately t he wire 

has been removed. 

That Self claims the use af the land for five years which 

Culler denies and says he has gi-ven no lease on the land . 

1ill you kindly look into this matter and notify Thomas Culler 

at Yeager, I.T. and Jess elf at Hol®env.ille , I . T . of your action . 

espectfully, 

P . Porter , 

Principal Chief , . N. 

(Endorsed) Union .Agency press book, general letters by Princ i pal 
Chiet. Letter 518. Muskogee , Okl.ahoma. 



EXECUTIVE FFIC , 

Muskogee a tion . 

P.PORTER , Pri ncipal C i ef . 

uskogee , Indian Territory , 

Oc t . , 1904. 

Mr. J"ohn dams , 

Dear ir :-

The be are r , J .c . J ohnson , has been appointed by the Court 

admi n i s t rato r of the ~astate of · onday __£ , deceased . You Y"i l l 

p l ease de l ive r to hi Greek deed for onday d on his presenting 

cer tif ic a t e as i ssued by t he a-wes ommission . 

espe ctfully , 

. For ter , 

r i ncipal Chi ef , •• 

--P .Porters general letter s -- xecu t ive office--



October 20 , 1904 

!HERE' AS ,. The . 1 1 h r1nc·pa i ef i n hi s annual message of 

October 4th, 1904 to t he Creek ati onal Counci l expressed the 

belief that it is t he · i sh of t he Cr eek people in th quest i on of 

State-hood for the I ndi an err i tory that such a tate government 

should be form d of t he I nd i n ~erritory alone ·ithout any al

liance with t he Terri tor of klahoma ; and 

~~~REA , at a conference of the chief executives of the 

Five Civili zed Tri b s h l d at ufaula ay 21 ,.1903 reso l utions 

were unanimously ado pted favoring the format i on of a tate em

bracing t he c ountr y no occupied by tbe Five Civilized Tribes , 

IT .;,., L 1D, That 1 t is the sense of the 

Creek ati onal Counc i l t hat i f the United J tates Government shal l 

attempt to carry out i t s r emises of tate- hood for the Indian 

Territory a t the n ext sess i on of ongress the same be establishe d 

so as to embr ace only t he Terri tor nou occupi ed and oV,med b 

the so-called Fi ve Civi l i zed Tribes of t he Indian erritory . 

G. .Grayson 
actg. Clk 

D.C .• Tiger 

Olk Pro t ern 

~dopted Oct . 20th , 1904 

James 'mi th , 

r esdt. H. i ngs 

concurred i n Oct . 20 t h , l904 

Alex Davi s 

p . H •. of arriors . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency. us kogee , Okl ahoma .--Pl easant orters 
S neral letter s .--j--

" j v 



To the National Council of t.be 

1 us kogee rati on . 

Gentlemen: 

Judici ary Co!JJrr.Li t tee Room 

Okmulgee , I . T . 

Oct . 2? , 1904 

Your committee to whom was r eferr ed that part of t he Chiefs 

message in r egardi ng to an establishment of ci t i zenship court 

beg le ave to submit en closed pre amble and an act for your cons i dera

tion and adop t ion . 

ihig r urr ay , 

Cl erk pro- tem. 

Very r espectfully , 

Bunnie cln to sh 

Chairman pro- tem . 

I 

--Pleasant Porters general letters .--a- 20----



Oc tober 28 , 1904 

AN ACT 

APPROPRI ATING $ 6000.00 FOR THE SUPPORT OF THE CREEK 
COMMISSION . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSCOGEE NATION: 

That the members of t he Creek Commission created under act of 

the National Council t ,o negotiate a final settlement of Creek 

Affairs w:i. th t .be United States , shall be paid a pe r diem of 

seven ($7.00) dol l ars for each day oc cup ied in the discharge of 

their officia l duties , and ten (10 ) cents for each mile neces

sarily traveled while in tm discharge of duty as commissioner . 

When in sessi on t hey shall be allowed at reasonable pay such 

sutficient cle ri cal for ce for keeping the records of its pro

ceedings, and shall r e nt and provide itself with a room in which 

to hold its bus ine s s sessions if the same shall be necessary . 

BE IT ENAC TED FURTHER , That t bere be and is hereby appro

priated, t he sum of ·six thousand ($6000 . 00) dollars or so much 

thereof as ma y b e ne cessary to pay t he per diem, mileage and 

other necessary e xpenses of t.he Creek Commission pr ovided for 

by law, which sums shal l be p ai d out upon vouchers rendered and 

requisitions made upon the principal ch i ef , all to be paid out 

according to rules e stablished by t he Secretary of the r"nterior 

regulating the disbursement of Cr e ek funds . 

Adop ted Oct. 28 , 1904 

R. F • .Bruner 
Pr sd't.H. Ki ngs , Pro tern 

Sam Grayson Concurred in Oct . 28 , 1904 
Clk. Alex Davi s - Spk. H. of w. 

Mildred Childers.--Clk. 
--(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma .--a - 79--Pleasant Porter 's 
general letters. 



October 31 ,1904 

WHEREAS: Art . lOth of the Creek upplemental Agree.ment provides 

that the damages to citizens in consequence of the establishment 

ot public highways or roads shall be determined under the 

direction of the Secretary· of the Interior , and 

WHEREAS: The allotment of the lands of t he Creek ation and 

enclosing of allotments b t he allottees make it necessary t ha t 

public ro ads be opened on yhe section lines . 

THEREFORE : Be it Resolved by t .he Nati anal Council of the Muska-

gee Nation : That the Secre tary of the Interior is .hereby re 

quested to provide at as early a day as convenient for the 

appraisement and award of damages which may be caused to the 

improvements of citizens in consequence of the opening of public 

highways or roads as provided for in said Art . lOth of the Creek 

Suppl~ental Agreement • . 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk. 

Mildred Childers 
Clerk. 

Adopted Oc t 31 ,1904 

.James Smith 

Pres . H. o~ Kings 

Concurred in Nov .l, l904 

Alex DaVis 

Spko H. of Y. 

Approved Nov.l,l904 

P. Porter----Prin .Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ,Muskogee , Okla. Pleasant Porters general 
letters.--s--



ov. 7 , 1904. 

Hon. J. Blair Shoenfelt , 

U.S.Indian Agent ~ Muskogee ~ I .T . 

Sir: -

lash Adams request s ne to state to you that he will be down 

to pay the roya lty on t imber cut on public domain . It seems that 

a case has been bro-qght in court regarding this charging him with 

cutting timber on publ ic domain . He did not do so · th any pur- · 

pose of defrauding t m Nati on but is now finding tha t it is regarded 

as tresspass and r eports to t.he c ourt , and depends upon your office 

urging his prosecution . I ould r espectfully request that you 

notify tb:t Prosecuting Attorney t hat ibe mat ter can be arranged 

without any suit. 1 t hdraw the s ui.t am I wi 11 see to it that 

he pays the royalty necessary. 

Respe ctfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin. Chief . 

/ 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book , general lett rs by Prinai Pal 
Ch1et. Letter 523. Muskogee, Oklahoma . 



9 and 10 Tur re r Bloc k . 

Hon.Tams Bixby , 

J"ohn • Thomas . 
Gr an t i'QRLl ulJ . 

r.us kog ee , Ind . Ter . 
ov em ber 17 , 1904 . 

Chairman Comm.issi on t o t be Five Civilized Tribes , 

Mus k ogee , lilli an Terri tory . 

Sir: 

e wr ite to thank you far your special courtesy in 

fur nishing t o our Mr. 1 or em.an , the infarma t i on we were so mu ch 

in need of i n t ~ matte r of tte children of Ell a Berry a freedman 

citizen of t he Cr eek Nati on , and also for sending to Tahlequah 

for certain evi den ce i n the mat t er of a contest a gai nst Delilah 

Falling, r e cently tri ed before the Contest Division at Tahlequah . 

\ e a re war e t t i t is not customary to furnish such 

in:far n:a ti on on applic ation of a tto m eys and t herefore your cour

tesy is t he more keenly appr eci ate d by us , far by our ki ndly 

action i n til is rna tter you have saved us cons iderabl e t rouble 

and expense . 

i n ce r ely yours , etc 

Thomas & oreman , 

By John R. Thomas . 

{Endorsed) Union Agen cy o.843 Re l.----Thanki ng W~ . Bi~by of 
the Five Civiliz ed ribes for i nfarnmt ion not usually g1ven , 
regarding t~ matter of t he chi l d r en of ll a Berry a freedman 
cit 1 zen of t ,b, Cr eek Na ti on. ----

... ../) 



Hon. M. L. Mott, 

National Hotel, 

· ashington , D.c . 

Dear Sir:-

Nov . 23 ,1904 

Yesterday bro~ht your letter giving account of your interview 

with Secretary Hitchcock . In your interviews with the Secretary, 

call attention to each .particular Act that you have in your pos

session, and discuss with him t he reasons why the Creek people 

think it necessary to have the matters agreed upon and not arbi-

trarily legisla. ted upon. The whole rna tter can be attended to so 

tar as Agreement i s concerned ,. by tm Secretary directing the 

Dawes Commission to meet with tbe Creek Commissi on at this place . 

It would not take more than two w eekB at the outside , and then the 

~eenents made by too Conunissions can be forwarded to him and by 

him referred to Congress with ruch endorsement as .be may fee l able 

to make , and Congress can take action on t..OO same without having 

any delegation visit rashington , if the matter of expense is the 

pr:i.ncipal difficulty in t~ way . 

It is not the desire to spend money but a desire to have a 

thorough understanding on all matters i th too Government that are 

now being made subj.ect to change by decision of court or new is

suance or orders from the Department . All the settlEJIJ.ents made 

With the Fiv~ Civilized Tribes took shape under Secretary Hit ch

oock's administration, and our people have co nf idence in him, that 

--P.Porter press book.ltr.l24.--
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he wishes t hem well , and while .he is still in office , are ve·ry 

desirous t .ba. t any matters subject to misunderstanding may be 

thoroughly made intelligible . 

You Will remember that the Council passed an Act , t.be purpose 

o-r which was to make agreemen t so tha. t children born up to the 

termination of' tribal Government , March 4 ,1906 , hall. receive 

allotment s of 160 acres each . If this should seem impracticable , 

it migh t b e well , it being th3 wish of the Creek people , to limit 

the p eri od of time to March 1 , 1905·, or a little later if possible 

in order that the work be finis.bed . 

I think 1 t ould be advisable for you to remain in ashington 

until you have pretty thoroughly understood. what is possible to do . 

Be sure and have the matter of my issuing warrants for your pay 

attende d to so tba t I may be· relieved from the injunction of the 

Court. 

Respe ctfully, 

P . Porter , 

Prin.Ghief M. N. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency pr ess bo ok , generaL letter by Pri ncipal 
Chiet. Letter 525. Muskogee , Oklahoma . 



Messrs . Bushing & Proctor , 
Eut aula , I . T . 

Dear Sirs :-

ecember 8 , 1904 

Replying to yours of tbe ?th i n which you ask that the deed 

tor the heirs of Jackey be sent to you to be used as evi dence 

in Court for the purpose of establishing the heirship of your 

clients, hose na es you do not mention , ould say t hat as 

previously ad Vi sed , th i s deed is no ~ on hands ready for deli very 

but the provides (in effect) that deeds must be delivered to 

allottees, and in c ase of deceased persons ,, to their he irs , 

the accept ance of which serves as the relinquishment , etc . In 

the delivery of deeds to he irs this office requires that aff i da

vits be furnished tending to establ ish who are the heirs , and in 

cases ·here there i s a doubt a s t o wh o are the heirs , or differ

ent persons co nt ending , deeds are not delivered until the court 

has determined ho are the heirs and a copy of the f inding of 

said court filed in this offi ce . 

You make applicat i on for these deeds that you may use them 

in evidence to establis h your c lients ' he irsh i p to Jackey , and 

your opponents may make t he same request . It seems to me that 

the first re quisite necessary is for you to establish the fact 

that your clients are he i rs of Jackey , and can not understand 

how or in what way tbe deeds ould assist you any more than 

any other property be long ing to t he estate of ackey. 

or tbe question for this office to grant your re quest . 

It is out 

Respectfully, 
P .Porter ,---Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency pr ess book , general letters by rincipal 
Chiet. Letter 5?1. Mus koge e , Oklahoma . 



Ron. M. L. ott, 

Sir:-

National Attorney, Creek Nation, 

ashington, D. c . 

December 9 ,1904 

I am just in receipt of your communication of the 6th inst . 

I all pleased with the full manner in :hich you have reported upon 

the situation of . Creek affairs in ashington. 

I wish you to especially present definite and legal objec

tions to the scheme to interfere 1i th too a llot tee ' s deeds made 

out and delivered under provisions of solemn agreement between the 

United States and the Creek Government . No further restrictions 

or encumbrances ot.ber than those already imposed by treaty should 

be placed upon the i nd ividua l allotment& of Creek citizens through 

legi.sla tion. The greater number of adult Creek citizens are 

tully competent to take care of their ovm allotrrents r ith out 

Government interference , and as the policy of the Government was 

tQ make them. ci tiz.ens, tbe sooner they are clothed with the rights , 

priVileges and responsibilities of .A.merican citizens, the better 

it will be for them. The treaty limits placed upon the full 

control and management of their lmded estate is amply sufficient . 

An effort is being made by the Creek people to meet the chang

ing conditions with all the courage ani energy of any people subject 

to new conditions as they are now. It is unjust , ungenerous as 

well as false for Govermoont af'ficials to charge them 11th 

--P.Porter press book. ltr.529.--
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incompetency, laziness ani criminal! ty when they are making the 

supreme effort of their lives to maintain themselves and meet 

the situation. The charges come to us through the newspapers , 

end while it is enough for the venal portion of the press to do 

this, Government officials should not . 

Regarding the matter of handling the residue of our land , 
insist upon the full performance of the terms of the treaty. No 

question should be raised as to the capacity of our commission 

appointed by us as they are fully instructe d by the Council t hrough 

the Chief. It is known upon our acceptance of the distribution of 

our landed estate and the dissolution of tribal government in 

1906,. that by amending tm laws respecting the Indian people , the 

Indians of the Five Nations were declared to be citizens of the 

United States . Now , after they have received their individual 

share of t.beir land and the tine limit placed upon them as re-
' 

gards the sale, nothing should be done compulsory , looking towards 

the compulsory sale of any portion of their land , and to enact a 

law Violating the sacredness of individual ti t~e to lBnds would 

be the greatest injustice ~aginable and the heighth of perfidy on 

the part of the United States . 

I would suggest that you pursue the course that you ha*e been 

instructe·d by law and resolutions in your hands until you succeed , 

appearing before any Department of the Government , as you are 

authorized by law to do , until you succeed or until nothing further 

can be done before the holiday adjournment , at 'i hich time I would 

suggest that you return home as it is hardly probable that any 

legislation respecting Indian affairs will be perfected until after 

the holidays. Use your own judgment · as to what time to return 

--P.Porter press book. ltr 529.--
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There is much for you to do here , so whatever can be done , 

tr1 and complete it before the holidays . 

It anything further about which I have written you occurs to 

me, I will write again. 

Re~e ctfully, 

P.Porter , 

Prin .Chief o 

1 letters by Principal 
(~dorsed) Union Agency press book, genera 
Chief. Letter 529. Muskogee , Oklahoma . 



L811d. 
87682-1904. 

The Honorable, 

Dep ar1ment o f the Interi or, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF.AIRS 
' 

lashing ton . 
Jan . l8 ,1905 . 

T~ Secre t ary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have t he honor to invite your attention to letter of the 

Indian Inspector f'or Indian Territory of De cember 12th, transmit 

ting resolution of tbe National Council of too Creek or Muskogee 

Nation, approved by the Pri n ci pal Chief November 1 , 1904, request

ing tis Secretary of t.he Interior to provide at as early a date 

a.s convenient f or t he apprai sen:ent and award of damages hich may 

be caused to the i mprove.m:rents of citizens in consequence of the 

opening of publ ic roads or hi@lways as provided by Article 10 of 

t~ supplemental a grean en t wi th too Creek Nation . 

In this connec t ion the Inspec tor reports that the matter of 

t~ appraisement and payn:en t of damages by reason of the opening 

of public highways in the Creek and Cherokee Nations .has been 

pls.ced in too band s of t re I nd ian Agent at Union Agency , and he 

raters to Depar-tment letter of NovEmber zo , 1903 (I . T. D. 8 134-

1903), wherein he was di rected to in st ruct the Agent i n r eferen ce 

to these matters. 

A copy at tile resolution transmit t ed was r eferred t o t he 

Agent by the Insp ectcr and he encloses a oo rmnunica tion f rom t he 

Agent in reference therero, in which report is made as t o the 

10957 

0 
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action t ak en under the ins t ruc t i ons of the Department , from whi ch 

be says it ap p e ars that in c ases vbere ai ver of damages has no t 

been :filed, t oo a ctual damage has been appraised and the owner s 

of the lam noti fied that upon presentation of proper proof they 

would receive t oo money due t.OOm, and that in four cases payments 

have been ma de. 

Mr. ~ri ght further says while the Principal Chief certifies 

the resolution en closed for tbe approval of the President , he 

d~ s not believe acti on thereon is necessary . He trerefore 

transmits it f or tre information of tbe Department , suggesting 

the. t if d eemed ad vi sable he be instructed to notify the Principal 

Chief of t he a c t i on whic h .bas reretofore been tqken in reference 

to tre se ma t te rs . 

From t he repor t of the Agent and Inspector it is evident 

that everything necessary to be done is being done for too order

ly and expeditious transaction of the business intended to be 

covered by t h e reso lution . · I trerefore concur in too recommenda

tion of the Insp ec tor that tbe Principal Chief be notified as 

to what is now b ei ng done in the matter . 

Very respectfully , 

C. F . Larrabee 

Acting Commissioner . 

EBH-H 
· d D 31 1904 . Office of (Endorsed) Union Agency No ol0957 Re cel ve ec •. ' to Jan 23 1905 

U.S.Ind1an Inspector, -ror Indian Terri t ~y .wa~~ifngnthat • pr~visi~n 
Secretary .----Resolution of Creek Counc l reqes on account of 
be made for apprai sanen t and p~yrrent obf d8Jlll~oved . should advise 
opening pub lie r o ads, n l'J t requ rr e d to 9 app ' 
Prin.Chief of action h er e to fore taken .----



DEP AR'IMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

Washi~ton . 

I.T.D. 1134-1905. February 2 , 1905 . 

Direct. 

United States Indian Inspector 

far the Indian Terri tory , Mus kogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

In accordance With the rec(l]liOOniation of too Acting com

missioner of Indian Affairs , in his letter of February 1 , 1905 , 

there is inclosed herev.d.th, far immediate report and re com

manda t1 on, a draft of a proposed mnendmen t to H. R. 1 ?474 , the 

Indian appropriation bill for tbe year ending June 30 , 1906 , 

submitte d to the Department by too C.hairman of the Comrni ttee on 

IIXlian Aff airs , United States Senate . 

is as follows : 

The proposed amendment 

"That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 

and directed to pay, out of any money in t m Treasury belong

ing to t ~ Creek Nation, to C. • Turner , of Muskogee , Indian 

Terri tar y, Creek arrant No . 26'71 drawn on t be Creek Treasurer 

on March 12, 1898 for om thousand dollars a.nd now unpaid, 

which said warrant was drawn under an appropriation act of 

the Creek Council, was presented to t be Creek Treasurer for 

payment and is yet unpaid. " 

The Acting Commissioner states that a careful sea rch in 

his office fails to disclose any infor ma tion on t~ Creek war

rant No.26?l, drawn by the Treasurer of tbe Creek Na tion March 

12 1898 in favcr of c. w. Turner, for t.l:e amount mentioned in 
' ' 

10988 



the propos e d an en dne:nt . • 

Report direct. 

letter is inclosed o 

2 inclosures. 

-2-

A copy of t~ Acting Commissioner ' s 

Respe ctfully, 

Thos .Ryan 

Acti ng Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .l0988 Received Feb . 6 , 1905 Offic e of 
U.S.Indien Inspector far- Indian Terri tory . Washington , Feb . 2, 
1905.Secretary.---- ncloses for immediate report d! r aft of pro
posed amendmen t to Indian Appropriation Bill directing Secretary 
to pay Creek warrant No o26?1, in favor of c . w. Turner , dated 
Mar.l2,1898, and still unpaid .----



Mu:r 3, 1905. 

Commission to the Jive Civilized Tribes , 
Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Gentlenen:-

Herevri th enclosed I hand you l etter from Ot tawa 

Cain and Bunnie McCosar . Some days ago I advised Cain and 

McCosar to pr ocure the nanes of the babies of their t own 

who were not enrolled , and t o as s i st their people in having 

them enrolled. This letter t h: s day re ceived is referred 

to you for such action us is possible and pr oper . 

Respe ctfully) 

P . orter , 

r i n . Chi a_. 

(Endorsed} Uni on gency pr·ess bo o·c. General Lett ers by 

Principa l Chi ef . Letter 66 7, Mu skogee . 



May 26 , 1905 . 

Hon.J.Blair Shoenfelt, 

MUskogee, I. T . 

Dear Sir: 

We the undersigned citizens of the Creek Nation ask 

that you appoint a not~ r Indian Police in LeWis Hardage ' s pJa ce . 

Last year he was ordered to stop and confiscate all fishermens 

tools, but did not take action ; not only this , but has failed to 

do his duty in otoor matters as Indian Police . More whoJe sale 

fishing is going now , netting of a ll sorts; not only speculating , 

but destroying fish . If you see fit we ask and reconn:nend that 

you ~point David Bruner of Holdenville , I . T. 

Respectfully , 

John A. Jacobs 
T. M. Miller , 

ack Cosar , 
Villie Pornoskey , 
Amos Eddis , 
Atowa Cain , 
Brennie McLesson , 
Caber Smith. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No . 28 Received May 27 , 1905 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent,Mus co gee. Ind . Ter. John A. Jacobs , et ~ ' Holdenville ' 
I.T.----Ask that another Indian Policeman be appolnted inDLe~d 
Hardage's place, as they state he is not doil¥5 his duty . aV1 
Bruner.----



Cheesie Mci n tosh , 
Attorney a t Law. 

SUPT.CREEK SCHOOLS . 

Hon.Dana H. Kelsey , 

U.s . Indian Agent , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Dear S ir:-

Checotah , Oc tober 20 , 1905 . 

The undersigned , Freeland Mcintosh, respectfully makes 

applica t ion to you to be appointed a member of the Indian Police 

forc e . Your applicant respectfully represents that he is 25 

ye ars of age and a Citizen by blood of the Creek Nation; t hat he 

re s i des with his father , Cheesie Mcintosh , at Checotah , I . T., 

and has so there resided for the last four years ; that he can , 

if appoint ed , report at once for duty and can be reached at any 

time by mail , telephone or telegraph ; that he believes himself 

fully qua li fied , intellectually, physically and morally to fil l 

the posi tion whic h he seeks . 

Very respectfully , 

Freeland Mcintosh. 



Cheesie Mcintosh, 

Attorney at Law, 

SUP!' .CREEK SCHOOLS . 

Hon.D.H.Kel sey, 

U.S . Indian Agent . 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

Checo tah , I . T. 

Oct . 21 , 1905 . 

I hereby apply for appointmnt on the Indian Police force . 

My name is Freeland A. Mcintosh. I am twenty five years 

old. 

I am 1/4 Indian blood . I am the son or Cheesie Mcintosh. ! 

do not use whiskey, nor tobacco nor do I gamble . I am located 

at Checot ah , at wich (Sic) place I can be reached by daily mail , 

telephone or telegraph. 

Hoping for early and favorable consideration of my applica-

tion, I am , 

Very respectfully , 

Freeland A. Mcintosh . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .71 Received Oct. 23 ,1905 Office of 
U.S.Indian Agent Muscogee,Ind.Ter .Oct. 21 ,1905 Freeland A. Mcintosh , 
Checotah,I.T.---~Makes application for appointment as Indian 
Policeman.----



DEP ARTMBNT OF THE INTERIOR , 

vashington. 
I.T.D.15766-1905. November 29 1905 ' . 

The President. 

I have the honor to transmit herewith for executive action , 

under t he provisions of the act of March 4 , 1901 (31 stat .,261) , 

an act of the National Council of the Creek Nation, approved 

by the Principal Chief November 2, 1905 , making an appropria

tion of $3,000 to pay the per diem expens es of itnesses who are 

called upon to give testimony in reference to fraudulent enroll-

men ts. The United States Indian In~ector , located in the In-

dian Territory, referring to the fact that a similar act appropria

ting $5.000 was disapproved by you February 1 , 1905 , upon the 

recomme ndation of the Department , submits this act "for such 

action as is deemed proper . " 

The Indian Office in letter of November 23 , 1905 , suggests 

tha. t the recolllillendation to you in this case should be in harmony 

w1 th the action upon the bill disapproved by you February 1,1905. 

The Principal Chief of the nation earnestly urges the ap-

proval of the bill. He states that tbe Council of the . nation 

passed this act believing that in the interest of justice and 

righ~ the expenditure provided for should be incurred and would 

be of great benefit t o the Creek Nation . 

Since t he action upon the bill which was disapproved in 

1905, Congress i n the act of March 3, 1905 {33 stat .,l048}(1071}, 

authorized the enrollment of Creek children born subsequent to 

May 25,1901, and prior to March 4, 1905 , and living on said lat-

ter date. 
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False swearing as to the date of the birth and death of 

children has been frequent in similar cases . 

The Choctaw, Chickas aw , and Cherokee nations have employed 

attorneys and gone to considerable expense otoo rwise to protect 

their i n terests in citizenship cases pending Defore the Commis

sion to the Five Civilized Tribes . 

It is only proper that the Creek Nation should be allow-

ed a fair opportunity to show fraud in any case . 

I have therefore to recommend that tbe bill receive your 

approval. 

Very re spe ctfully , 

E. A. Hi tchco ck , 

4 inclosures. Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy No.l292? Rec~ived De c . ? , l905 Office of 
U. S.Indian Inspector for Indian Terr1tory . ashl~ton , Dec . 4 , ~905 . 
Secre t ary.----Advis i ng that Act of the Cree~ Nat1onal Counc11, 
making appropriation of $3, 000 to pay per diem expenses of wit
nesses in too matter of fraudule nt enrollments , was approved by 
the President on Nov . 29 , 1905 .----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

W ASH ING T 0 N. 
I.T.D. 7038-1906. May 5 , 1906 . 

The United Stat es Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory , Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

In reply to your letter of February 26 1906 
' ' 

suggest ing 

that you be authorized to advise the Principal Chief of the 

Creek Nation of the advisabilit y of procuring an addit ional 

appropriat ion for the payment of per diem and mileage of witnesses 

and other necessary expenses incurred in investi gating alleged 

fraudulent enrollment , you are inf ormed that on the 30th ultimo 

the Commis s ioner to the Five Civilized Tribes was instructed , as 

it is understood the Principal Chief has called a meeting of the 

Creek National Council , to suggest to the Principal Chief the 

need of an act making an appropriation , with suitable safeguards 

regarding its expenditure, for the purpose of se cu~ing test i mony 

in citizenship cases . 

You are authorized to advise the Principa l Chief in ac-

cordance with your recommendation. 

A copy of Indian Off ice letter of Apri l 25 , 1906 (land 

22206-06), submit t ing your report, is inclosed , 

Respectfully , 

Through the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs. 

1 inclosure. 

Thos . Ryan , 

First Ass istant Secre tary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l4070.Received May 10 , 1906 . 0ffice of 
U. s. Indian Inspector f or Indian Terri tory. Wa shington,May 6,1906 . 
Secretary.-----Authori zes tha t Prin . Chief of Creek Nat ion be ad
vised of the advisabilit y of procuring add i tional appropriation for 
the payment of per diem and mileage of witnesses and other necessary 
espenses incurred in investigating alleged fraudulent enrollment. 



PIO 1 'R TELEPHOI'lli AND T=:LEGRAPH CO 1PANY 
E .D.Ni ms , Presiden t 
Jno . M. Noble , Vice res . & GenlMgr . 
E . E . \ estervelt . 3e c ' y & Treas . 
Arthur ~hor ton , Auditor 
Henry ~ .Asp , General Solicitor . 

Oklahoma C'ity Oklahoma 
July 30 , 1906 . 

J. Geo . 7right , 'sq., u. s . Indian Inspector , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Dear Sir: 

Replying to your favor of July 9 , "Telephone Ho . l78" ad

dre ssed to Mrs • . ,, . A. Hummer , Holdenv i lle , Indian Terri tory , 

reque sting t.be approximate date t.be exchange at that place was 

construc ted by Mr . F . D. Hummer in the name of the Southern 

Ark ansas Val ley Telephone Company , will say that this permit was 

granted about J uly 31 , 1901 - see letter "land 40652-1901" of 

l . A • .Tones to E . D. Nims , Roff , Indian Terri tory . T .he exc hange 

was completed about one year a f ter this date . 

The original permi t was , if I remanber correctly, granted 

to the Arkansas Valley Telephone Company which we later assigned 

to Mr . Hummer. Probably you rill find in the .records that the 

original p:nm i t was made to the Arkansas Valley Telephone Company . 

EDN- RAR 
(Endorsed ) 
U. S .Indian 

Yours very truly , 

E .D.Nims . 
President . 

Union Agency No . 57594 Recei w:ed.. ~u1. .3l1 1~06 
Insp.for I . T . Oklahoma City, O. T . July 3o , l906 

ffice of 
E. D. Nims, 

Pres.Pioneer T. & T . co .----Relative exchange at town of Holden

ville, I . T .----



DE P R T :N; E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R . 
W SHINGTON . 

I.T . D. 14794-1906 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for Indi an Terr itory , 

Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

September 1 , 1906. 

Vi th his report of ugust 15 , 1906, the Indian h.gent , 

who was al so at that time cti ng Inspector , for warded an oi l 

and gas l ease d ated June 27 , 1906 , f ar the term of ten years , 

between T. H. ·artin , guardian of Herbert Sells and s tella s ells , 

minors, hei rs to an undivided one- half interest , and Beacon 

Oil Company , a corporation , purc haser of an undivided one-half 

interest in the allotment of Birdie Sells , a de ceased Creek 

citizen, as le s sors , and Beacon Oil Company , of uskogee , I nd. 

T., lessee, cov eri ng the NE/ 4 of ection 9 , T. 17 , N., R. 12 E., 

Creek Nation , Indian Territory , 160 acres. 

The only evid ence f urnished as to the he ir s of said 

Birdie Sell s i s a certified copy of a portion of the reJX)r t 

of t he robate Comm i ssi on er in the matter of the petiti on to 

make sa id le ase, i n wh ic h he finds --

"Tha t s a i d minors are t he owners of an undi vided ha l f 

int er es t in t he northe as t quarter {NE 1/ 4) of. Se ction 9 , Town

ship 17, rTor t h , Range 1'2 East of t he Indian meridian ; that sa id 

land wa s allotted t o t he hei rs o f Birdie Sel ls , who die d t;ay 2p, 
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1899; that upon her death the said land descended in equal parts 

to the father and mother of said Birdie Sells, de cea sed; that 

said father has since· died ; and his undivided half interest in 

said lands descended to the ward s herein , Stela {Sic) and -erbert 

Sells; that Silla Sells, the mothe r of said Birdie Sells , convey

ed her interest therein to R. A. Josey ; that sai:d R •• Josey , sub 

sequently conveyed an undivide d one-quarter interest in said land 

to 0. ( . Lancaster , and that said Josey and Lancaster h a ve con-

veyed their undivided half interest in s a id land to the Beacon Oil 

Company." 

Said Prob ate Commiss i oner recommended tha t the lease be 

approved, and h is repor t was c onfirmed by the court on July 11 , 

1906. 

In his opinion dated June 14 , 1904, the cting Attorn ey 

General states: 

"I am convinced that the act of June 7 , 1897 , by p ro-

viding that the laws of Arkansas in f orce in the Terr itory should 

apply to all persons therein, operated to extend the Arkansas l aw 

of distr ibution to the individual estates of Indians dying after 

January 1, 1898." 

section 2522 of the 1 aws of Ark ans a s provides that--

"~n any person shall die, having title to any rea l es

tate of inheritance, *** it ·shall descend and be dist r ibuted, in 

parcenary, to his kindred , ma le and fema le, subject to the payment 

of his debts and the widow's dower, in the following manner: 

15235 
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First . To Children , or their des cendant s 
' in equal 

parts. 

Se cond . If there be no children, then to the father 
' t hen t o the other" t , e c . 

It appears that Birdie Sell s died on ~ay 26 , 1899 , 

and under t he law above quoted , he r said land descended to her 

fa th er , instead of to her father and mother i n equal part s , as 

stated in the robate Commissioner 1 s report . " t t he death of 

the father , wh ich is not given, the l and ~ ould descend to h is 

children , subje ct to the widow' s dowe r of one- t hird . 

From t 1e evidence submitted the Department is of op

inion that Stell a Sells and Herbert Sells are each entitled 

to an undivided one-th ird i nterest in t he tract of land describ-

ed. 

The lease above described has been this day appr oved by 

the Department , for t he reas on that it is alleged that opera tions 

on adjoin~ pro perty wi 11 drain the land covered by the lease . 

You are re quested to make a further investiga tion as to 

the heirs of Birdie Se lis, deceased , and to submit the ma tter to 

the court, in order th at the i ntere st s of Herbert sells and s tel-
6 

la Sells, the minor he irs, may be properly guarded , re_or ti ng to 

the Depart ent . 
Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan . 
CTDTG s::CTIE T~~ Y. 

(Endorsed) Union ~~ ency j 15235 Recei ved 0ep tember 14 , 1 06 . 
Office of u. s . ndian Inspector for Ind i an Territ ory . _i/ashingotn (Sic 
Sept. 1, 1 906 . ec. dvises approva l of oil & gas lease between T. 
H. artin, Guardi an Herb er t ~ s tella ells mi nor s and ~ea con Ofl 
co. ~urchaser s of part al l otmen t Birdle s~1ls~ ~ecaased~1 ndqr ; c~1 ls for further investlgation & Rep ort rel at1ve ne1rs of Blr 1e s e s . 

r 



DE T1. T OF JUSTICE . 

~ F I C F U I I •r D S T T E S 

EST N I~ TRI T OF II I ~ TERRITORY. 

rus Gr.,E . 

T T 0 R N E Y. 

1us kogee , Indi an Terr itory , ~ovember 2 , 1906 . 

Hon . J .• George r i ght , 

Sir: 

U •• 'I ndi a n Ins~ctor , 

, usk o gee , I • T. 

The cas e of I . G. Crump against yourself , Indian ..t.gent 

else y and othersi s set f or t r i al mn the 19th of De cember . t 

wili be ne ces sary in t his tr i a l t o have certi f ied c opies of all 

rul e s a nd regulations a nd instruct i ons f rom the Interior Depar t 

en t at ashingt on rel ative to the collec t ion of the Creek tribal 

t ax . The printed regulations can not pro J.e r l y be introduced in 

eviden ce f or the reason t 11 at they do not seem to ha ve been pub -

lished by aut ori ty of l aw . I think the Secre tary of the I ter

i or s houl d certify to 11 original rules and regulat i ons and 

ins truc t i on s in regard to t he collection of t is tax and have 

t he s ame in yo ur hands a t the t i me entioned . The law prov ides 

the manner i n wh i ch documents o r this character shall be cer -

ti f i ed to by the head of a depart ent . 

ill you k i nd l y info rm .rr. elsey of the ti ~ e o~ the 

trial of t is case , und see th· t all defendants are presen t upon 

t he date men t i oned . 

Yours respe ct ~ully , 

• • 1ellette 

59691 urii T..::D J'r T..!:S _ 'I'TOR r:.. • 
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Union Ag ency # 59691 ecei ved Nov . 3 , 1906 . of ice 

u.s . Indian Ins pector f or Indian Territory . :uskogee , I.T . 

ov . 2 , 1906. • . •"- I.e11ette . Stati ng tha t t he c s e of . • G. 

Crwnp against J . G • . /ri gh t , e t a1 , has been set f or Dec . 19 , 1906 . 



George E. Butte, 

Attorney and Counselor at Law , 

uskogee, l nd. Ter . 

Hon. J. George 'ri ght , 

January 5 , 1907. 

Uni~ed St a tes Inspector for Indian Te r ri tory , 

l usko~ee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir: 

Referring to the let ter of the Act ing s ecretary of the 

Interior, Hon. Thoma s Ryan , dated September lst , 1906 , I . T. D. 

14794, 1906 , in wh ich the Honorab le a cting Secretary requests you 

to make a f urther investigat ion as to the heirs of Bir die s ells , 

deceased , and to submit the ma tter to the Courts in order that 

the intere sts of Herbert Sel ls and Stella Sells , the minor he irs 

who are joined as partie s les sor in an oil and gas mining lea se 

to the Beacon Oil Compa ny maybe properly guarded , and re ques t 

ing you to report to t h e Departmen , I have the honor to state th~ 

the question of the interest of s ai d minors i n the said l and is 

discuss ed in the r e port of t he Probate Commissio ner , before whom 

the testimony was taken in the matter of t he said leas e and the 

findings of the Probate Co nissioner were duly approved by the 

Court, as is shown by the o~dar signed the 11th day of July, 

1906, by the Hon. Vill i am R. Lawrence , Judge of the United 3 t ates 

Court for the ·/estern District of the Ind ian Terri tory at Musk

ogee, the finding of the Court "being gi$ f ollov1s : 

"And the court having examined the said lease and the 
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petition filed therewith, and it appearing that the said lease 

has been executed in all respects in conformity with the rules 

and regulations prescribed by the Se cretary of the Interior ani 
' 

it further appearing that the said minors are the owners of an 

undivided one-half interest in said lands, and that the said 

Beacon Oil Company is the owner of an undivided one- half interest 

in said land, and that said Beacon Oil Company has offered said 

guardian a bonus of .;r500 . 00 for a lease of said mino·r 's interest 
' 

to be paid upon the a pproval of said lease by the Secretary of the 

Interior, 

IT IS THEREFORE DERED, That the said lease and all the 

acts and doings of the said g uardian in connection with the execu 

tion thereof; b e and t he same are hereby approved , r 0 tified and 

confirmed." 

The United States Courts in the Creek Nat ion have held 

that the allotment of any Creek citizen who died prior to the 

Act of Congress of :May 27 ,1902, ( Ind i an ppropriation ct) de 

scended to the heirs of such allottee under the terms of the or

iginal Creek agreement or treaty, whic h provides as follows : 

" All ci t izens who we re living on the 1st day of Apr il , 

1899 entitled to be enrolled und er section 21 of the act of 
' 

Congress approve d June 28th , 1898 , entitled "An ac t for the protect

ion of the ,people of t ll3 I ndian Terri to ry , and for other purposes," 

shall be placed upon the rolls to be made by said Commiss ion under 

said Act of Congress, and if any such citizen has died since that 

time, or may hereafter die, before receiving his a llotment of lands 
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and distributi ve share of a~l the f unds of the tribe, the lands 

and money to which he would be entitled, if living, shall des 

cend to his heirs according to the laws of descent and distribu

tion of the Creek Na tion, and be allotted and distributed to them 

according ly." 

The Creek l aw provid es that in a case similar to the case 

under discussion the property descends to the nearest living re 

lative , and inasmuch as the father and mother were re l ated in 

eq~al degrees to Birdie Sells , an infant , deceased , thb father 

and mother each took an undivided one - hal f interest in the al-

lotment of land of the said Birdie Sells , deceased . Upon the 

death of the fa t her his ore - half undivided interest descended 

his children, Herbert Sells and Stella Sells . The undivided 

half interest of the mother , Silla Sells , was lawfully sold by 

warranty deed to till Beacon Oil Company. 

Such has b een the practically uniform holding of the 

United State s courts in the Creek Iation as to the descent of 

Creek allotments where the allottee died prior to the Act of 

May 2?, 1902, which expressly repealed the Creek law and sub

stituted the Arkansas law of descent Bl!ld distribution . 

If the allotment of Birdie Sells descended to her heirs 

under the Arkansas JJs.w of descent (.Mansfield's Di gest of 1884, 

Chapter 49), 1 t is very generally held by our courts that such 

allotment, being a new a cquisit ion in t he hands of Birdie Sells, 
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the interstate , who left no descendants , would to the father 

for his l ifetime and then in sec cession to the mother for her 

life time and then in remainder to the collatera l kin of the 

dece ased, to wit : He rbert S~lls and ~tella Sells , but a s stated 

above, t he courst (Sic) of the descent depends upon the date of 

the de a t h of the allottee . If the allottee died prior to May 2? , 

1902, the alloiment would descend to the heirs of the de ceased 

according to the Creek law . In the allottee died subseque~t to 

said d a te, at which time the Creek law was repealed and the rk

ansas 1 aw preseJ:i bed as the 1 aw under wh ich Creek allotments 

should descend , the la nd in the case in question would follow 

the course ab o ve indi c ated . 

S uch , brief l y , has been the practica lly uniform hold

ing of our court, provided that the claimants of an interest in 

' the estate of the i nterests are duly enrolled a nd recognized cit

izens of the Creek tribe , and of this latt er c ond ition there is 

no question in the present case , for father and mother, brother 

and s ister, of Bi rdie Sells , deceased , a r e a ll enrolled as Creek 

citizens. (Sic ) 

Respectfully yours , 

GEORGE C. BUTTE . 
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D PART T OF TH INl' OR , 

ash ing ton . 

SPEC IAL . 

I • T • D. 218 4- 19 0 7 • February 6 , 1907 . 

The United S tates Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory , Mus kogee , I nd . T . 

S ir : 

The Depar U:nent is in receipt af your lette r of January 

3 , 1907 , r elative to tbe manner of making pay-rent of eJq)ens es 

incurred in tbe investigation af fraudulent enrol l ments 

in tie Creek Nation under the Ac t of t he Creek Council J 

appropriating '~~>8 , 000 for such purpose . 

Reporting ebruary 2 , 1907 (La nd 1929 - 1907 ) , the I ndi an 

Office co n c urs in your r e co mmen dat i on t hat departmental 

i nstructions of December 2 7 , 1906 , be mod i f ied s o as to allow 

payment s t o witnesses in t he Creek ati on to be made in accor

dance with t he practice pursued in tbe Cherokee Nati on , i . e ., 

that a pay roll be pr epared and approved by t he a tional 

Attorne y and a l s o approved by t re Commiss i oner to t.l::e Five 

Civilized Tribe s and your self , a nd then transmitted to the 

United tat es Indian Agent fo r payment , and that one c op y of 

eac h voucher t aken by the ationa l a ttorney be a ttached to the 

pay roll. You state t hat t h i s pro cedure would be i n accordance 

With th3 instructions of the Department of De cember 27 , 1906 , 

except th a t the witnesses would receipt the pay roll instead of 

t~ vouc hers , and warrants vroul d not be drawn in each individual 

1 6782 
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case, and thus save l abor and a void delays . 

The Department a l::o concurs in sai d recommendati ons and 

tbe instruc t ions of December 27 , 1906 ,. are hereby modi f ied 

a ccordi ngly . Copy of Indian Office letter inclosed . 

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hi tchco c k . 

'e cretary o 

1 inclosure. 

Throug h t he Commissioner of I ndian Affairs . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency 1 6782 Re ceived Feb . ll , l907 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspe c tor for Indi a n Terri tory. fashington , D. C. Feb . 6 , 
l907.Se cre tary.----Modi f ied instructions of Dec . 27 ,1906 , relative 
III8D.ner of payment of expens.e s incurred i n investigati on of 
fraudulent enrollment.s i n Creek Ja tion , I . T. under a ct of Creek 
Council appropriating •s ,ooo .--·--

I 



United St ates Ind i an gent . 

Dear u ir: 

Kiefer , I . T. 
3/ 5/ 1907 . 

The re is two telephone li nes one telegraph line and 

two pi~e lines run across my farm . I ha ve re ceived pay f or 

one tele phone l ine and ake thi s en quiry (Sic) to know if all 

of them ar e under a chart er and your offi ce r espons ible for 

damages. 

Re s pe ctly (Sic) 

Sam Vowe l l , 

( Endor s ed ) Union 1 gency # 62336 ece i ved arch 9 , 1 907. Off ice 
of U. S>. I ndian Inspe ctor for Ind i an Territory . I1ar ch 5 , Sam 
Vowell, Kiefer, I. T. an t s damages for pipe lines and telephone 
lines over h i s allot ment. 



D R T M 
United 

N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
t a tes Indian Inspector 

for 
INDIAN TERRITORY. 

Wetumka, Ind. T. 
3 /13/190 ? . 

Hon. J.G. Wright , 

Sir:-

u.s . Indian Inspector 

uskogee , I . T. 

Quite a number of men who want pasture have solic i ted 

me to meet them in Fort Vorth , Texas , next week a t t he cattle 

men's Convention , St a ting tha t they want pas ture and if I would 

be the re they felt sure they would be able to lea se pasture for 

this season from me . t hers have urged me to come down as t hey 

wished to see me about the tarms and conditi ons up here and 

others want t o make applicat ion to intDoduce cattle. 11 the cat

tlemen of the South and . est annually meet at that time, to ge t 

cat tle , arra nge for pasture , etc . Last year it met at Dallas , 

Texas , I attended it and found I c ould accomplish much that I 

coa ld not elsewhere or in any other way . If my going down t here 

meets your approv a l ple ase le t me know by reyurn ma il as I want 

to st art on ne xt Sunday. .-lrite me a t Ol<mulgee , I . T. % The Bos-

arth Hotel. 

Very Respectfully , 

(Endorsed) 
U.s. Indian 

Eugene T. J ohnson 
Grazing Fee Collector. 

Union ~.geacy # 62439 Heceived ~ar . 14 , 1 907 . Office of 
Inspector for Indian Terri tory. de t umka , I. T • , 

Desires to mee t the cattle men at March 13, 1907 . ~ . T. Johnson. 
lbrt ~orth , Texas , next week . 

' 
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Boswell , I . T . 

Hon . J . G. r i ght , 

· Unit ed States Indian Inspe ctor , 

Mus kogee , I . T . 

De a r S ir : 

pril 21 , 1907 . 

1 

I will write to you a short words t oday and every t h i nk ( ic ) 

is al l wrigh t e (S ic) i n our country . I ~t> ld (Sic) like to know 

every t h i nks ( ic ) all about Ind i un (Si c) busines s a t 'iash ing

ton . Some I nd iun (Sic ) Represuntives ( ic ) a t h ite house at 

fashing ton on bus i ness about old time Tr eady (Sic ) try to t ake 

a b ~ck on h is law, when come back from ash i ng ton to Indian 

Terri tory and tell a ll abou t to Indi un Sic} every t hink (S ic ) t ake 

all a ba ck on his coun try and ges t ( ic) l i ke it wa s befoure (S ic} 

Wild co untry. Ple ase l et me know whute (S i c} i ts (Sic) right 

and true . I h ope to .hear from you as soon as a p ossibil e (S ic ) 

as you can. I am a full blood Choctaw Ind iun (S ic) but I am 

not much ab le to wr ite English language and so I will close 

at my writing & 

P.s . 

I hope to .he a r from you a t once . 

ram 

Yours espe ctfully, 

Ishum Oshter 

Box 167 . 

understand some Indian Agenst a allortment (Sic) 

this is a Crazey (Sic) Snake he wold (Sic) not t ake h is 
a allotment she wand (S ic) take all a ba ck on h is l aw and I 

63402 
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wold (S ic) like to know she will t ake chance to ge t all to 

all a back . Answer. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 63402 Re ceived Apr . 24 , 1907 Office of 

U. .Indian Inspector fo r I ndi an Te rri tory . Bos well,I. T. , Apr. 

21,1907 Ishu.m Osh ter Box 167----Rela tiv e to Indian Affairs a t 

ashington .----
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I nsuran ce Company 

1e st~rn Department , Ch icago 

Hon . J . Geo r ge ~ right 

U •• Ind . In spe ctor 

us kog e e , I • T • 

ear S ir : 

'ufaul a , I . T . ~ay 4th , 1907 

Some of our fullblood Indians are continually ask i ng 

what has been , or is to be done about t he ir cla i m for pay for 

self- e mi grant as they call it . They say pe r sons 1hose claims 

were made out by your of f ic e a t t hi s p lace at t he same time 

t he i rs rere , have long si nce been paid by the department h ile 

t he i rs r ema i n unsettled . 

They i sh to know rhat t hey may expect of t h is mat t er , 

and I write to ask t hat you writ e me so I may g ive t h m the desir

ed i n f orma t i on \7hen they next ask me . 

Re spe c tfu lly , 

G •• Grayson . 

( ndorsed ) Uni on Agency No . 6369 l Re ceived Ma y 6, 1907 Of fic e of 
U.S .Indian I nsp e ctor f or I ndi an Terri tor y . ufaul a , I . T. May 4 , 
1907 G. / . Grayson- - --Asks when t .he full b l oods may expe ct pay f or 
sel f em i gr an t cla i m----



Tbe Honorable 

House of ings and arri or s . 

Gentlemen : 

A representative of the a es Commission is here for the 

pu ose of securing additional evidence in cases merein applica

tions have been made for enrollment . 

I am in:formed by said representative t at the evidence in 

t.hese cases , now before the Commission, is not sufficient . 

he se applications embrace members of ever t oun in the 

Creek ati on . The Commission earnestly requests that each ing 

and arrior call at t he upreme Court oom and furn ish such infor

mation as they may have in order that these cases may be cleared 

up . 

I urge upon each member the importance of givi ng this matter 

their at t ention . 

P . orter 

rinc ip al Chief . 

--P. Porters general letters--Executive Office--
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