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Honorable H. L. Dawes, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington , 

November 8 , 1895 . 

Chairman, Commission Five Civilized Tri bes , 

Fort Smith, Arkansas . 

Sir: 

I am in receipt of your ccmmunication of t~ 31s t ~timo , 

in which you ask for informat i on upon the fo,llowi ng points , viz : 

"How much has been appropriated by Congress for payment 

to each of these nations during t~ last ten years , am what has 

it been for in each nation; and how has t~ money thus appro­

priated been distributed, - t hat is , per capita , or otherwise"? 

"If you have any knowledge , or can obtain any , of the 

present indebtedness of each of t hese t ribes, you would confer 

a favor by communicating that also. " 

In reply to the first interrogatory, I have to state that 

all moneys accruing to the five tribe s, unless ot herwise directed 

by Congress, are semi-annually placed to the credit of the 

re~ective treasurers of the said tri be s , wi th t he Assis t ant 

Treasurer u. s. at St.Louis, Mo.; and, so f ar as th is Offi ce is 

advised, it is understood that the said moneys are e xpended f or 

the suppar t of the Na tiona! Government, schools and asylums of 

each Nation. 

In reply to t.he second quest_1on, if this Office has any 

knowledge, or can obtain any, of too present indebtedness of each 

of these tribes, I have to state that with the exception of the 

Creek Nation, it 1s not known that the said tribes are indebted 
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to the United States . 

The indebtedness of the Creek Nation, which has not 

been adjusted, will be found in an act to reimburse the Creek 

Orphan Fund, ~proved August 7, 1882, (22 Stats . 301- 302) in 

which will be round a proviso instructing t.OO Secretary of the 

Interior to charge the sum of $69,956.68 of the Creek Orphan 

Fund, used for general purposes of tbe Creek Nation , against 

the general fund of said Nation, said sum to be retained by the 

Secretary ih such instalments as not to seriously embarrass the 

object of the annual appropriations for the support and neces­

sities of the Creek Nation; and it is further declared that 

"nothing in this act contained shal l be construed to prevent 

the United States from asserti ng its rig ht to be reimbursed by 

the Creek Nation in EllY :ruture settlen:ent s therewith, the further 

sam ot $106,799.68, e~ended by the United States out of the 

Creek Orphan Fund tor tbe support of the loyal Creek refugee s . " 

Annual deductions have not been made from the appropriation 

fer t~ Creek Nation, fer the reason tbat .it was .held by this 

office and tbe au tb.ori ties of the Nat ion that it would seriously 

embarrass t ~ ob je ot at the annual appropriations for the support 

and necessities at the Nation. It was further held by the 

au thori ties of t.Q, Creek Nation , that in any 1'u ttn"e settlement 

between tb!t United States and said Nation, credit should be 

given tilt Nation for arrearages of ennui tie s accruing under 

treaties of 1826, 1833, end 1856., for 11hops and tools, iron 

am steel, wag>nmaker, assistance in agr1cul t re and education, 

aggregating about $29,000, reported to Congreas in annual 

3. 
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estimates but not appropriated by Congress. 

I submit .hereWith a statement of the annual an d speci fi c 

~propriations made for each of the f i ve tribes , for t en years 

endill8 June 00, 1895, with footnotes on ea ch showing t he disposi­

tion made or said appropriations. 

Very r espectfully, 

D. M. Bro ning. 

Connniss ione r. 

(Endorsed) Union Agen~ No.3 Relative----D. M. Bro wning , Comr . 
ot Indian Affairs. November 8,1895, asking amount appropriated by 
Congress to the nations during the l as t t en years , and how 
spent and distributed per capita and otherwise .----



cTune , 15 , 1896 . 

On the 15th day of June , 1896 , Hoke Smith , the then 

Secretary of Interior , issued the f ollo ving l ette r of instructions 

and regulations : "Department of the Interior , .Jashi ngton , D. C. 

June 15 , 1896 . 

To the Commissio er o f the General 
Land Off ice and The Commissioner of 

Indi an ffairs :--

Gentlemen : 

You are directed to be g ovenned in the matter of Indian 

allotments by the f ollowing regula tions . .!henever an al l otment 

is allowed under t he fourth s ecti on of the act of ~ eb . 28 , 1887 , 

(24 Stat . 388) a s amended by the act of ·eb . 28 , 1891 (26 s tat 

794) the action of the off i ce of ndian ' ffairs on said allot -

ments shall be conflusi ve , so faf as the General Land ffice is 

concerned, as to hether t he ndi an was a settle r upon said land 

and 1he t her he was entitled , as an Indi an , to make an allotment . 

uhere an application is made to enter a tract covered by an al -

lotment and the a ppl icat ion claims set tle ent prior to the allot ­

tee , a hearing may be ordered by the General Land Of ice . Then­

ever an allegation is ma de that t h e a llottee made the allotmen t 

for the benefit of another , such charge shall be hear d by the 

General Land Office , In all c ases where an allegation i s made 

that the land embraced in an allotment i s not of the character 

contemp lated by the Allotment .il.Ct , such c har ge shall b e heard 

by the general Land Office . 

{Si gned) Hoke Smith , 

uecretary of Interior 

139 
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The act of Fe b . 8th , 1887 ( 24 s t at . 388) as amended 

Feb . 28 , 1691 , ( 26 St a t . 794 ) r eferred t o abo ve , reads as fo l ­

lows : 

"Be it en acted by t he senate and 1ouse o f Represen ta ti ves , as ­

s embled of t e Un i ted St ates of erica , in Congress assembled , 

That Section l , of the ct ent itl ed " n act to provi de f or t h e 

a l lotment of l and in sever a lty t o Indi ans on the various reserv­

ations and to exte nd the pr ot ecti on of the laws of the Un ited 

States and t e Terri t ories over the l ndians , and for other 

pur poses " , Approved l.' ebruary 8th , 1887 , Be , and t he same is he re­

by , amended so as to read as f ol l ows : 

Sec . l . That in all c ases vhere any tribe or band of 

Indi a ns has been , or shall he re af t er be , lo ctlted upon any reser ­

va ti on cre a t ed for their use , either by a treaty stipulation 

or y v irtue of an a ct of ongress , or Executive order , setting 

a par ·t t he s a e f or t he i r us e , t he President of the United 

St a tes be , and he hereby i s , authorize d , ·Hhenever in h is opinion 

any reserv a tion , or any pa rt t hereof , of such Indi a ns is advanta­

g i ous fo r agricultura l or gr az i ng purposes , to cause said reserv­

ation , or any part t hereof , to be surveyed , or resurveyed , i f 

necess ar y , and to a l l o t to ea ch Ind ian loca t ed thereon , one- eigh th 

of a section of l and :Prov i ded , Tha t i n case there is not suffi ­

cient land in any of s ai d r e servbtions t o allot l ands to each 

individual in quantity as ab ove provide d the l and in such reserv ­

a tion or reserv ati ons s ha ll e allotted to ea ch i ndividual pr o 

rata , as ne a r as may be , a ccor di to the l egLl subdivisions : 

Provi ded furthe r , That here the tr ea t y or act of Congr ess· set ­

ting apart such reserv arion provides or the allotment of l and 

in sever a lty t o certa in clas s es in q uantity in exce ss of that 

13i 
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herein provided , t he President , in mak ing allotments upon such 

reserva ti ons , shall allot t he l and to each individual Ind ian 

of said classes belongi ng thereon in quantity as specif i ed in 

such trea ty or ac t , and to other Indians belong i ng thereon in 

quantity as herein provided : Provided f urther , that where 

existing agreements or laws pro vide f or allotment s in accordance 

with s a i d act of February 8t h , 1887 , or i n quant ity substantially 

as t herein pr ovided , allo t ments may e made in quant i ty as spec i­

fied in this a ct , wi th t e consent of the Indians , expressed in 

such manner as the resident , in h is· d isc ression , {S ip-) may re ­

quire : nd provided f urther , That when the lands allotted , or 

any lega l subdivisions thereo f , are only valuable for graz ing 

purposes , such l and shall be a llotted in double quantities . 

Sec . 2 . That where a llotments have been ma de in whole 

or in part , upon any reserv ation under t he prov i s i ons of said 

act of February 8 th l 8L7 , and t he Q!l ant i ty o f land in ru ch res ­

ervation is suff icient to gi ve each member of t he tri be 80 a cres , 

such a llotment sha ll e r evised and equalized under t he provis ­

ion s of this act : Provided , That no a llo tment heretofore ap proved 

by the ~ecret ary of the Interior sha ll be reduced i n qqantity . 

'e c . ~ . That whenever i t shall b e made to appear to the 

Secretary of the Inter ior That by reason o f age or other di s ab ­

ility , any allottee under t he provisions of sa i d act , or any 

other act or treaty cannot personally and ' ith benefit to him­

self occupy or i mprove his allotment or a ny part thereof the 

same may be leased upon such terms , regul atio ns and con ditions 

as shall be preseribed by the Secretary for a term not exceedi ng 

three years for farming or graz i ng , or ten ye ars for ~lning 

139 
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purposes : Provided , That where by Ind i ans who have bought and 

paid for the same and Vlh ich l ands are occupied are not needed· 

for farming or agricultural pur pos es , and are not desired for 

individua l .a llotments , the same may be lea sed by authority of 

Counc i l speaking fo r such Indi ans , for a per i od not to exceed 

five years f or gr azing or 10 year s for mi ning purposes in such 

quantity a nd upon such ter~ and conditio ns as the agent in 

charge of such reserve tion ·ay recoDliiend , subjec t to the a p­

proval of the e creta ry of the I nterior . 

' ec . 4 . That wh ere an nd i an en titled to allot ent under 

existing laws shal l make a set t ement upon any surveyed or unsur ­

veyed lands of t he United States not o the r wise appropriated , he 

or she shall be entitled , upon application to the local land 

offic e , for the district in which the lands are loca ted , w have 

the s ame allotted to h i m or her and to h is or her c hildren , in 

quantity and manner a s provided i n the f orego ing section of this 

amending act for Ind. ians r esidi ng upon reservuti ons : and when 

such settl ement is ma de ~pon unsurv eyed l ands the grant to such 

Indian shall be adjust ed upon t he survey o f the lands ro as to 

conform the re~o; and pa tents shall be i ssued to them for such 

lands in the · anner and wi th the restri c tio.ns ovided in the 

act to wh i ch thi s is an amendment . nd t he fees to which the 

officers of such loc a l l and off ice would ha \ e been entit~d 

had such lands been en tered under t he genera l l a for the 

disposit ions of the puo l ic lands shall b e pai d t o them from 

any monies in the treasury of the Un ited u t a tes not otherwise 

appropr i ated , upon the statement o f account in their beha l f for 

such fee by the Commissioner of the General land off ice , and a 
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a certifica tion of s u ch ac count to the Secretar y of the Treasury 

by the Secr e t ary of the Interior . 

Sec. 5 . Th a t f or the purpose of determining the des cent of l and 

to the heirs of any de ce ased Indian under the p rovisions of the 

fif t h sec tion of said act , whenever mal e and fema le Ind ian shall 

have cohabited to ge ther as husban d and wi fe according to the 

custom and manner o f Indian life , the i s s ue of such cohabitatio n 

shall b e , for t he pur pos e aforesaid ; taken and deembe {Sic) to be 

the legitimate issue of the Indians so li vi ng- together , and every 

Indian child , otherwise illegitimate , shall for such purpose be 

taken~ and deemed to b e the le gitimate is sue of the f a ther of such 

child ; Provided , '.I'hat the prov i sions of this act shall not be 

held or constnued as to app ly to the l ands commonly called and 

known an the "Cherokee utletn : And provided fur ther , Tha t no 

allotment of land shall be ma de or annuities of monies pa id to 

any of the Sac and Fox of the i ssouri Indian who wer e not enrolled 

as members of' s aid trib e on Ja nuary lst , 1 890 ; But t h is cannot be 

held to impair or otherwise aff ect the ri &1ts or equities of any 

person \hose claim t o membersh i p in said tribe is now pend i ng and 

being investigat ed . " 

(Endorsed) Union gency ff 1 3 9 Received - - ·n a ct t o provide fo r 
the allotment of land in sever alty to I n dians on the various res ­
ervations , and to extend the prot ec tion of t he laws of the United 
States over the Ind~ans , and for other purposes • 
.Act of :·'ebruary 28 , 188? , providing f or a llotrn.ent of land to 
Indians. 



D E P 

J . George wright , 

Sir : 

Indian Inspector , 

ashington , D. c. 

F Tl n I n T R I 0 R. 

a sh i ngton , August 17 , 1898 . 

Ha ving b een designat ed f or assignment t o d~ty i n the 

Indian Territory under the provisi ons of Se ction 27 of t he ' ct 

of June 28 , 1898 , known as the Curtis Bill , and ~ a c t ion l of 

the Indian 1 ppro priati on Bi ll o f July l , l89 8'r-'~' > *.****, you 

\·.i ll on comp letion of your present duties in this ci ty , proceed 

to ruuscogee , Indian Territor y , and there la c te and es t ablish 

your headquarters t o perfor m any . duties requi red of the Secre t ary 

of the Interior by la rel atin to aff airs in that Terr i tOFY · 

If , in the discharge of t hese duties , you find it nec ­

essary to go to othe r pl a ces-- either in the Ter r itory or el s e­

where , you are authorized to do so a t a ny and a ll t i mes . • ***** 

Very respectfully , 

c. N. Bliss , s ecr etary. 

2 



DE P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R , 

Wa shington. 

Oct ob er 8 , 1898 . 

Mr. J . George /rig ht , 

Sir : 

U. S . Indi an Inspect€.F for I n dian Ty •, 
Washington, D. c . 

I am in receipt of your communicati on of t~ oth ins tant , 
r eferring to Department al letter of Augus t l ?th , last , directing 
you to locate at Musc cgee , I . T. , in a ccor dance wi th the provisions 
of section 2? of an Act of Cong r ess entitled ".An Act for the pro­
te c tion of: t~ people of t h e I ndian Terri tory , and for other 
purposes , " ~proved June 28 , 1898 , 30 St atutes 495 , to perform 
any duties required of tre Secre t a ry of the Interior , by law, 
relating to affa irs in t hat Terri t ory. You were also directed 
to 

"conrer with the Indian Agent a t Uni on Age nc y , advise him as 
to his duties , and g enerally s upe rvi se and inspect his adminis­
tration of t~ affairs a t h is agen cy , and see tbat the law is 
efficiently en forced and t hat all revenues are carefully collect­
ed and properly accounted for , and al l disbursements of moneys 
carefully made , and keep the Depart men t fully informed , by spe ­
cial report , from day to day , of all matters hich ought. to be 
brought to its attention, with s uch recommendati ons as may be 
deemed advisable . " 

In order , t herefore , t ha t your posit i on and authority 

may be c1early comprehended and more defi n itely defined , you 

are hereby authorized and direc ted to t ake ful l charge of the 

affairs of Union Agency , in tbe I n ·an Territor y , and said 

Indian Agent will be required to receive an d a cco unt ror , under 

his offic ial bond , all moneys from wh atever s ource co l le c ted , 

and report t~ same direct l y to the Indian I nspector for the 

Indian Terri tory and all disbursement of mone ys by sa i d Indian 
~ 

Agent shall be under the direction , authority, and i th t he ap­

proval of said Indian Inspector . All communications fr om t he 

General public to the Department , relative to matters in t he 

Indian Terri tory , in your charge , should be dire cted to t he In­

dian Inspector, and all inquiries concerning too right of citi-

820 
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zen ship • allot 1m nt 1 or the sele~ cti on of lands and the renting 

thereof 1 prior to a.llotnent, by any person claiming membership or 

citizenship in any one of the Five Civilized Tribes , will be re­

ferred by you to the Commission to the F ive Civilized Tribes , 

for consideration and appropriate action . 

You wi 11 transmit to tm Department all communicat ions 1 re­

lating to affairs in t.i:):) Indian Territory, under your charge , 

which require its considerat~on. , through t.he Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs, except in special cases when, in your judgment , 

they should be made directly to the Secretary of the I nteri or, 

and directions to you from the Department will be made through 

the same channel. 

You are au thor ized to employ such clerical assistance a s 

may be necessary i .n the discharge of your duties , as herein 

required, and to direct one of t!:e, clerks so employed by you to 

perform any duties that may be required during your absence from 

your office in said Terri tory. 

Instructions have been issued by the Department with 

reference to mining leases in the Choctaw and Chiclmsaw Nations , 

and also directions to tbe Commission to tbe Five Civilized Tribes , 

relative to the selection and renting of prospective allotments 

under the provisions of said Act of Congress , and the same will 

be furnished you for your infonnation and distri but ion, when 

required. It is the purpose of the De partment to prepare gen-

eral instructions, under the provisions of said act of Congress , 

which Will be applicable to the Cherokee Nation, which has made 

no agreement, and also the Creek Nation , until said act is mod-

880 

I I 



-3-

1fied by the ratification of said agreement, set out in Section 

30 of said Act, said instructions Will give specific direction 

concerning the affairs of said Nations including the management 

of the public schools thereof, as required in said Act. Upon 

the completion of your duties in this City , you will return to 

your office in the Indian Territory, and give due notice by the 

publication of the matters herein contained. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
No .557-1898. 

Re spe c t:f.'u lly, 

(Signed) Cornelius N. Bliss . 

Se cretary. 
E. M. D. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.820 Re ceived Jun.?,l900 Office of 
U. S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Departmental 
Instructions of Oct. 8,1898, to U. S.Indien Inspector .• 



Tulsa , Ind . Ter . 

De c. 30 , 1898. 

Hon. Dawes Commissi on. 

:uskogee, I . • 

Gentlemen: 

Unders t anding that your onor able Cownission is aga in 

tre ating with the Creeks a nd Cherokees, I desire to call your 

attention to the ab sence of any road law in the I ndian Ter-

ritory and to r espectf ully a sk you to insert in any agreements 

you may ma e with th e Creeks and Cherokee s an a rticle relating 

to public h ighways. 

The great importance of the s ubject I believe wi. 11 be 

manif est to every one. 

Ver y respectf ully , 

Francis • Br ennan . 

(Endorsed) ¥ 1851, Received Dec. 31, 1898 . Oommiss i on to Five 
Tribes. Muskogee, I . T. Fr ancis · · Brennan , Tulsa , I . T. 12/30 / 
96. Calls attention to the ne ces sity of i ncluding a prov i sion 
in Cherokee .Agreement with r efer e nce t o pub l ic high ways o 

12-



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washi~ton. 

January 6, 1899 • 

.Amenima nt to 

RULES AND REGULATIOW 

GoTerni~ 

JIINERAL LEASES t THE COLLECTION AND DISBURSE.MENI' OF REVENUES , 

AND TEE SUPERVISION OF SCHOOLS IN THE INDIAN TERRI-

TORY, APPROVED NOVEMBER 4, 1898. 

---. ·o· ·--­• • • • 

In pursuance or the ieoision of the D partment of ven 

iate herewith in tb!J matter of t.he royal.ty require of le ssees of 

coal lanis in the Iniian Terri tory, su.bpara~raph (a) or para!r ph 

three ot "Rules ani Re~ulations Governin~ Mineral Leases , the Col­

lection ani Disbursement of Revenues, and the Supervision ot 

Schools in the In ian Territory, under the General Provisions of 

the Act of Con!ress Approved Jun 28, 1898, (30 Statutes , 495)," 

is hereby smended , to take effect from January 1, 1899, so as to 

reai; 

(a) On coal, ten cents per ton of two thousan pound~ 

soreenei over meshes one inch square. 

(Si~i) Thos.Ryan 

Actin~ Secretary. 

51 
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DEPARTMENT OF 1HE INT EH I OH 7 3 9 

Washing ton Janu 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

y 19 , 1899. 

Sir: 

I am in rer e 9t of your let t er of the 13th nstant , in­

closing a letter from J. GeorFe ri ht, U. S. In an Inspector 

for the Indian Territory , in whach he states tha "I t is r e ­

quent y ne~ ssary fo me (him) o v sit o nts i n the Cherokee 

and Creek Nati onswhi rh rannot be rearhed by railroad fr om Mus­

coge e , my present headquar ters , and it has f equentl been 

found d iffi cult to secure suitable t ansportation to make nee-
. 

easary tri ps," and he requests ~u ority to expend the sum of 

not to e ceed $450 . 00 or so muc t nere of as may be necess r y , 

in th Oil :en ma.rke _ urc!.: as e , at west obtainab e rates , of 

t wo driv n~ horses , t o sets of harness , one bug y , t wo h rse 

blankets, lap robes and whip , to be del 've ed at uscogee , I.T ., 

for use in connection w t __ his offic i a l dut e n the Indian 

1erritory. You recommend that author y b e g anted as re ested 

by him; pa ment therefor t o be made from the appropr ation 

"Protection of the Peo le of the Indian Te r to " Yo r 

ecommendation s a proven Rn uthor ty s he reb ranted for 

said ex enditur . 

Re spectfully 

C. N. Bliss , Se r e t ary 

Ind. Ter. Div. 98-1899 

Endorsement: Addressed to Commissioner grantin~ author ' ty for 
purchase of horses, etr.. $450.00. 

C py GBD 3/?7/~4 



DEPART1ENT OF THE I NTERI R , 

ashing to n . 

J anu ary 30 , 1899 . 

The Commissioner 
of I ndian Affairs . 

Sir : 

The letter of 1 r . J . George right , u. s . I ndian Inspector , 

dated t.l:e 21st ultimo , was r eferr ed to yo ur o:f fice on the 4th 

instant for cons id era ti. on , report and re co niati on . 

I am. how in r e cei pt of you r r ep ort, without date , in wh i c h 

you state , "re spectfully retur ned to tte Honor able Secretary of 

the Interior with tm r e commendati on t hat the request of Inspect-

or ri ght be gran ted . " I ns pe ctar , ri ght; asks that s:r:s ci a l 

aut harity be g ranted to h i m t o se ttle t he following indebtedne ss : 

"Street car fare in San, Francis co ,. while at t ending to 

purcmse af Indian Supp l ies under Dep artment o r ders d at ed June 

21st, (1898 ), ~6 . 50 . " 

He also states that excepti on is t aken t o his traveling to 

Mus cogee, r . T., via ansas City, o . instead of the more direct 

route by the· w~y of t . Louis , I; o ., from u ashington , D. C. , under 

orders of August 1? , 1898 . His e:x;p l anation is that he proceeded 

by t ~ way of Ch icago , Ill . and an sas Cit y , o . , and rema i ned 

at e a ch of said p l aces a po rti on of a day :for tm pur pose of 

securing certain information concerning affairs and conditions 

in the I ndian Territor y and also f or t te purpore of secu ri ng 

prices on office furniture . His sa :id a c tion in tra veling by t he 

route above specified is m reby appr oved . 

He al.sp states that exception is t ake n to a n expenditure of 

.60 far street car fare in ashington , while he re under orders , 



- 2-

from August 10 , to August 1? , 1898 , t~ san:e not having been 

specifically authorized , and that excepti on is also taken to 

an expenditure of 2 . 00 for t m same pur pose f rom ep tember 20 

to 30 , 1898 . He states that t tese expenditures 1ere mces-

sarily incurred wh ile attending to official duties . 

He further reques t s t hat h is a c t i on in going fro m San 

Francisco to ·ashington under deparimental orders and remain i ng 

in ChicagD from Saturday unti l Mond ay , ugust 8 , 1898 , lso in 

coming from t he Indian Terri tory to <fashington , by direction of 

the De partment ,. via ChicaeJ) , fro m 'aturday un til Monday the 19th 

of Sep tember , 18 98 , be approved . 

His said re ques t is granted , and the e::xpenditure s r eferred 

to in is said letter are hereby al lo ed . 

Inspector · r ight ' s letter is here :·th inclosed . 

e spec tfu lly ,. 

IND . Ty . Div . 1221- 1898 . I n clos . 

(12) . 

Thos . yan , 

Acting ecretary . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Wa.shi~ton. 

February 20, 1899. 

llr.J. Geor~e Wri~ht, 

U .s.Indian Inspector 
tor the Iniian Terri t~ y, 

MUsco~ee, Ind. Ter. 

Sir; 

Referri~ to yo~ telegam received by the Departiii!nt 

on tbs 18th instant, su~~esti~ that a bond. be required of t.h 

Choctaw, Oklahoma & Gulf Railroad Company in tiwJ sum or 75,000 

r $100,000, t.be Presiient ot said Compeny has been advised that 

a bona in the penal sum at $75,000 1'11).1 be sufficient, and the 

American Surety Company, or New York, lfi.ll be satisfactory as 

surety thereon. He was also advise to send the bond to you 

to be forwarcle to the Department in the re~ular ay, throu~ 

the Commissioner ot Indian Affairs. 

Int.Ter.DiTo 
4rll-426-l8g9. 

Throu~ Commissioner 

Respectfully, 

ot Iniian Mta.1rs • 

Thos Ryan 
Acti~ Secretary. 

(En arsei) Union A!enoy No. 6 Received Feb 27,1899 Office of u.s. 
Iniian Inspector for Intian Terri tory. Washint;ton, Feb.20,1899. 
Secretary.----Boni or $75,000 for Choctaw Railway Co. sufficient. 

I~ 



DEPART~ffiNT OF THE INTERIOR . 
Vashington. 

February 24th 1899 . 

J. Ge~ge Vright, 

u. s. I ndian Inspector , 

Muscogee, Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

Referring to your telegram of yesterday, and the answer 

thereto in which it was stated that import ant instruct i ons 

would be ma iled to you, you are advi sed that I have this day 

mailed you copies of Departmental instructions , dated July 21st , 

July 23rd and July 26th 1898,-also 200 copies of the several 

rules and regulations relative to mining leases; 200 copies 

of the Act of Congress approved J une 28th 1898. one copy of 

each of the regulations concerning mineral leases has been 

changed, as per the reduction in royalty on coal from 15 cents 

to 10 cents per ton , and you wil l cause this change to be made 

in the others. 

It is deemed by the Department of gre a t importance that 

you should be on the ground there to p erform the duties assign­

ed to you, and to enable parties in the Territory desiring in­

formation, or to transact business , under the provisions of the 

Act of Congress approved June 28th 1898 (30 St ats., 495) , to 

have access to a representative of 

Ind. Ter . Div. 
456-1899 · ith inclosures 
Through the Commissioner of Indian 

the Department on the grounds . 
Respe ctfully, 

Ethan A. Hitchcock. 
s ecretary. 

ffairs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 9. Received Mar . 3, 1899. Office of 
u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian gency. ashington , Feb . 25 ,1899 . 
Secretary. Have mailed copy of Departmental instructions. Inspe c­
tor should remain on the ground . 

,, 



Hon . Ethan A. Hitchcock 

Se~retary of t he Interior 

vv ash 1 ng ton D. C • 

Sir: 

Mus~ogee, I . T. , Feb. 25, 1899 

In ~omp1ian~ e wi th instrurtions ~ on A'ned ·n te1egr~m to 

Indian Ins!_)e~ tor J . Georp-P v~right, dated the ?~rn jnqtAnt, 

th a vil3 to s,.ertl3.in ' nP' 

whethPr or not the ~ off'~i a s in rhar~e of the Indian Ins uec-

tor ' s and Inni n Agent ' s offir es used proper diligen~ e in hP ir 

eff orts ton otert and save the re,.ords and pro ne t r · n sq' d .. 

')AJ 
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off ' ~ e s b8 onging to the government , ~11 of 1 h ,.h we r e destroyed 

by the fire whi~h destroyed a l mo s the ent1rP business por on 

0f Mns,.oPee on th morning of t e 23rd in .. t~nt. 

The fire s e ems firs t0 hR VP bee d ' s"o, ~ re at abou t 5 A. M. , 

in the blo~k in whi"h the Indian off i,. es were O"at ed, the 

b1 i1dino; n wh i~h i ori ·_na ed being a sm9l frame in re r eg 

of the "English b1o~k " and in a northwesterl dire~tion fr om 

the Indian offi~es. Ins pe e- to Wright , and I, fere at t he same 

hotel ; we got our be long nps out and then Mr. ~~ ri€'ht and M . 

nasmus went immerliately to the offi,. e s but WPr r 11nq ble o effec 

'ln Pl"ltrance on P~ r o ,Int of the heAt And sm ke; I foll woed them 

i n a very few minutes , but w ~oulii not enter at qll. 

The offi ~ ers And em'!'loyes were on the ground as promptly 

as :po f' sible , but nothing ~ o11 ld be donP. 

I be~ leave therefore to submit as the result of my ·nvest -

gat ion that the loss t o the governme ~ t s not in any sense 
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ra~eable to negligenre or lqr.k of effort on behalf 0f those in 

custo~y of th0 Pove nment's prop rt:. 

I submit herewith AS pqr of th s re 0rt the ~ f ' davits of 

J • Ge o • Wright , Dew M • v~ i s do m , J • F. W s do m , B'. H . Kelsey , 

• F. 'e lls and B. P. nR. mus. 

I als herewith enrlose r u of "IDhe M sro ee Phoe n x 11 of 

Feb . F~rd , r ontain'n an a ile rr- Jnt of he fi e , fo vour 

inforiTlation. 

L. S. 

C p ed GBD 
4/2/34 

Very resper-tfully 

( S i ned ) J. '· . ze, e 1' 



Musrofee , Ind . Ter . 
Feb . ?fi, 1699 

.l 

~m . F. Wells , states u on oath that he is one of the rl e rks 

in the offi ~ e of the U. s . Ind an Ins oe ~tor J. Geo . Wright at 

Mus~oeee , I . T.: that about six o '~ o ~ k on the morning of he 

23rd instant he 8~ awakene~ by Rn R arm of f 're given . by a 

lor0motive ¥rh istle in t he rqilroa ~ yards herP, and mmPdiately 

got up , dre ssefl and stAr t ed untown and arr ve~ Rt the s0ene 

of t be ~ onflagrRtion a s soon a Q he ~ 0,1ld. , and whPn he arrivPd 

the flames were burstin 01 of the windows of th e building in 

wh1rh the offires of the Indi a Insper t o · an APent were located, 

and of ~curse it wqs t hen imp ssible for "ny human to have 

reached the offi ~ es whi~h were on th~ serond floor . All t he 

records , stati0ner y and su plies wer entir~ l ans ~omp l ete ly 

destroyed by fire, exre pt what few papers and he ~ as book 

hirh wPr in t he small iron S8fP t n t hP Ind ' An A u P t's offi ~ • 

(S gned) Wm. F . WP l s 

Subsrribed and s otn o before me h ' s Feb. ?5, 899 

D. S . 

Copied GBD 
4 / ~ / 34 

(S gned J. W. ZAvPly 

Spec ~l Insne~tor 
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I, J . ~P~tress ~ is d om, do soJPmnly s pqr t h t on the morn ing 

of ~ e bruary ?3, 1899 , I was qrou~ P fl f r om m s eep by t he a rm 

of fire, and aft e hurrien dre ss in , I hqste ned to the s r ene 

of said fire, whi~h I found to be n he bu s i ne ss se r t ' on of · 

Musko~ee, Indi an Territor , to he nort of the bui i ne in 

hi~h the IndiAn Inspe~tor ~na In Rn A .ent ' s off i~ e s were 

lo~at e d and in that imme d1 q e i~tn ty : thR t a s rona bitte~ 

(" ') } d ; nn •· qs b ow 1ng f rom he nor bwest ; th t I a empterif to 

e nt, e r m .r b ' ldinp; b y t he only s t air vRu ean ' np uu t o the offices, u 

Whi (' h hP s ')11 t h and f r ont, bu t unabl t o do 
so 

was on I=IS on 
"' 

'l('l~nunt of t he dens e sm oke ~ om i ng thro ll.Q'h our b i di ng and down 

the stairway fr m the bur ni n bu i ~ ings i n he rear, and I 

beli e ve our bui d ne wa on · re : n the rea at that ime . 

a ll the r e cords, sta ione ry , sup ies ~nd ~ ouerty of thP 

offi~es of t he India n Insue r or an the I ndiA Aaent, . ere 

nnsta r s n, whR is known qs he "Eng . sh bu i d n ." The ~a 

buildinf' , t oge t Ler wit h the ~ontPnts of h~=> tw o f f i~es men i ned 

a bove, v·e r e entire ly destroyPd, ~x r ept R fe w ""quers and the 

agen~, r a sh b ook rhirh • er ~ n a small iron safP i n the n .ian 

~-.. P"en ' s ffir> e . 

In qddit on to he ro uP t s hown t.o b . n hand by the agent ~ 

r Aturn of ro oe y f r thA a1q rter Pn~ jng De ~ emb ~ ~1 , 898 , 

there had been pur~ haSP S ann ile li"re r e t1 t fr ffi 

F. c. HubbA.rd Stat· ne.ry $1 . 20 

F. c. Hubbard Sta ti onA.r., (n ot pa i d for ) ? . 50 

D. J . .E.ddleman St "~ ionary 5 . 0 

s . G. Adqms R bbe r t am s 8 . '::> 

s . G. A~'~ams R lbbPJ' stam s (Deliverer'! bu 
not l') Ajd , ab o11 t) 5 .5 



C Rren~e w. Turner Coal and Rrti~les of ~urni ure 
for use in Insne~tnr ~nd agent ' s f ·~p q o t $ 5 . 0 

se~retqry of In t er or Art rle s of Stat "onar 
furnished s n~ e Der. 3 , 898 

J . W. SandPrs ond ~ab ine , (neliver e hut not paid 

for, ) VAlue unknown and ' hi~ wa as destroyPd 
by sqid fire 

Owinu to the dens e smoke n he bui ding ~t the time I 

arrived, t WA a h sira im poss bil fo r me to s~ e any thing 

from either the s - id Ins ne ~tor ' s or Age nt' off "~ e. 

(Signed) J . F ntres s W om 

C e k to U. S . Indi 

Sworn and subsrib ed befor me h s 5th day of F bruary , 1 

D. S . 

Copi ed GBD 
4 / ? / 34 

( S 1 neil ) J . · . Z e 

S _e~i~l In _e ~ or f 
.u nartment 

t e I teriar 

0 
'"' 



B. P. R~smus , bein~ duly sworn , upon h"s nqth, de ~ ses and 

says : Thqt he W~S employed by s . e ~ 1~ Ins pe ~ tor Zeve , of t he 

I nterior Department , to ad n the t bu ~t · on of the outstandin 

inde b tedness of the Ch~ rokee Nation. ThA he ~P nn the morn i ng 

of the 23rd day of februPry, 1899, a guest of the Depot Ho tel 

at Muskogee, IndiRn lerr'tory : tha be t Pen tho ho1 s off ve 

~nd six of the mDDning of hat d~y all he build'ne s northwes 

of sa i d hotel were said to be on ire, nd a strong wind WRS 

prevq ling from h~t dire r t on . After fRthering my pe rsona 

efforts with a l ossible expe ' tion I , ith Ind i~n Ins ~ ~t or 

J . Geo . \ ri t, repRire immen ' qtel ~r t.o thP "Engl ish B ork" on 

he se r on f oor of wh rh were 1 ~ at e th8 ff i~ s of the 

Ind An Insne~ rand of the Ind ' an A~ent, De · sn om : th'i 

hen we arr ived t the build ng we mAde ~n effort t o enter it 

by the ordina ' entr~nre, but ror eeded only a ew s e _s when 

we wer dr ' ven bA r k by the he qt qn sm ke, and fo1nd utter y 

imn ssible to g~in arress o theoffires from thAt quarte : t ~ a 
"" 

we then mAde A fur r'e r effo t to r irnb on the or~ on he 

01 tside of sqid build'nq anr to en er the se r ond story ~o the 

p rpose of etting out · hq r e ro rds we r ouln from t ~ Pse nff ir Ps; 

tha. ~ we ero entire y unable to 'ive an·thin , notwiths ta..., dins 

he s r ene Bf the fir P as soon as 't w~s t Al uoss1b le 

t o eet hPre , and m de the be + ffor s we auld , f e r our 

(S .o;ned B. P. Hasmus 

Snbs r ribed and sw onn to befo e . e his ~th da of FebruA y 1R99 

D. S . 

Co pied GBD 
1 / 2 / 34 

(S ned) J . W. Zevely 

p~ ' al I nsnertor for the Ind ian Dep . 
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DPW M. Wi s d om, U. S. Ind ian Ae ent , Un ion ~en ry , sta es 1non 

oath th~ t nn thP morn i n of the 23 d ns tant he was a~ _ kened b 

n alA~m of f i re;tha he w s t en n bed s irk, having been sick 

and unRb e t o w rk for t o hr e e as , b go t u , d r· e sse d 

a nd s t rt d down own i n the ire r ti o~ of th f e ~hi r h npe red 

t o be i n th e v r n i tv of his o_f i r e bu t qd o turn b8r k to his 
<.1 

bn~P qfter o ng Art wqy o ~ n own b e ~ a 9P, of h s nbysi r al 

r onn it 1 n. ThP we a ther wa s n tens l v r ol~ , qn~ R 
tJ 

ier e win 

WRS b ow i ng f r om the n r h- we s , ann s hi s ' seRse was grippe 

he did not r ns der th t he OURh t to or c 0 1lld rema · n out in be 

WPA.trJ. e l on e r wi .rt,.abs lute l y rjsk TIP' hi s · fe : that he been 

quite nnwe l s nr e the fir e , wb ~h romplet y es oyed hi s 

offi r P an~ tha of he I n i n Ins e rt ogF>ther wi th Rll con-

t e nts except t h A. i n the sma 1 iron s Af P , and i s o unAble o 

h n~h he hR been u a fe w hour s each da 

sinr e the f i r P o rcurr~d : t h he s nab l e t o g e qn. de Ails 

of he f r e , except hath h fr om he S R r 

(S gne d) De • v' i s d om 

Subs rr i bed an~ s wnrn t o be ore me t is F b . 5 , 1899 

D. S . 

Copied GBD 
4 / 2 / 34 

( S gned J • . L Zevel y 

S ~P, ~i a I ns ~ or 



I, Dqna H. Ke lseJ , ~o solemnly swear that I am a rlerk 
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n 

th~ offire of J . George ~ri~tt, U. S . Ind n InsnP r t or , f r the 

Indian Territ or , a t Musro~ee , • T.; th~t s d offi r es w~re 

~onnert e d with t h of f ir es ' or ~"' U i ed by i he Uni t ed States Ind i an 

Age nt, at Uni ~n Avency, and t ha t qll rooms orrupiea b both the 

Insper nr and t he In Li an Ag nt wer ~ s i tuate n what a knov·n 

as the " Eng lish bJ. ork" in he t wn of 1'uskogee, I . T . : that 

abou dayli h t (I do not kno the hour of he mornin of Feb . 

~3, 18.9, I wa ~ awake n e d by n ~ m of f e : I immediat e ly 

arose and h1 ried o t he s r ene f the r e , · h r h ha , · seems, 

been ra in f or some ime befor e I .., g,wa e of he situat ' on , 

mv 
~} 

oom be'n s P- vera l bl or ks wa 9.nd hq inP" no win ows openin 

on t he s t'le next t he f ire . ~l en I arrired J=tt the build'ng 

n wh i r h the RforesR . of if" eS were s ituatP t he same was a mass 

of f lam s wi t h in , a ncl the int e a e he w lreRdy break ' ng the 

large ind ows: AS t i_ e of f ir es were n n the SPf" ) n f or · t wa!=t 

from t he t me I Par hed t he plq r> e abso ute y imnoss i ble for an 

one tc?in t he m or 
" 

he building , an the ~"' Onsequen es we r P that 

Jl r ~ords, fil es , nd ro e~ t ( ex r ept a fp w r.ash nq~ers in 

the gent ' s small s At·e ) whi r>h were wi th · n these offi r Ps were 

entir ly de stroyed . 

(Si ne anA. H. Ke s y 

Subsr>ribed qnd sworn t o be for e me n t is P5th y of Feb . 899 

D. S. 

C o n 1 e d G l:3D 
~ /?/34 

( S i gned) J . ~~ . Zev e y 

S e r>i 1 Ins p et or f or t he In er ior 
Denartme n 



J. Geo. Wri h being 0111 sworn, dep os s A.nd sq 748 
That. he o c> "11 e s the p s i t on f U. S • In 11.n Ins e c- or for 

the Ind an Territory , and is stationed at Musr>o~ee , I . T. ; that 

on the morn1ng of t he 23rd o ~ eb u rr , 1899, wh i e the gues t 

of t e Depot hotel at ~usr>o ee , where he l · ved tern orar ly , 

between the h ours of f ive n s x o ''"' Or' Jr , 1n he morn · ng f ha 

da~r, he WAS awaken b , he ('r . f f r e , nd nfo me th t the 

build nu or the own was on fir . 

Tha ter , t he n ~ s ,.h e s onA Pffer. s a p 

r' OuJn finn n h s r om a ~ d r 1ovinp same f rom the bui d n s 

ra i ASp ssible, he, o ethe with one B. P . asmus , who 

A~ n he emplo r of S eri ~ Ins ne c-tor zeve y of th Inte i r 

De rtment, pror'eeded immedi t el ~ o th e bui ld · ng n wh · ~h his 

offic> e as Indian Ins pe r tor, and those O r>(' p · ed b t he I nd · an 

Auent Dew M. vw s o om, w r e Or' ate . th t on t be Arri rql at said ' 

build ng h m de an eff o 
I 

t o en er b~r th d. i n~ry en ance 

and proc>eeded nearly to the s e r on floor , where h SA.id off · ces 

were lor'ated , but before r e ,. ing he op of e st~irs , he was 

forred bArk by the dens e smoke nd he the bu · di n~ hen bein 

on fire, ~nd th t h found i utter mpossibl e 

to nr re~=~,.h t he off ires o,.,. n i A by hims · lf or he I n ian Aeent . 

Tbqt ~fter e in~ f orr e ~rom . A uil ine he the n e eavo ed 

to r 1mb onto the n rrh on th o ts de of s build ing an t o 

fnter the serond story fr m the win ow, b t as t nabl to do so , 

ronse quently nonA of t he c>ont ents of sq offi r'es ere saved . 

Th~t he nror>eeded t t he sc>ene of the f r~ AS s on as nossible 

to ~et there and madA a l ossible eff orts o re a r h t h off es 
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named in orn P.r to s~ve the ~overnment nro per t y there i n . 

(S1 ~ne d) J. Geo . right 

Subs~ribed an~ s worn to before me t h i s ? 7th dRy of ebruary , 899 

D. S. 

Cop jPd GBD 
4 / 2/ 34 

( S i~ne~ ) J. W. Ze v J y 

S ne ~ i~l Ins e ~ t or f or the Inter i or Dept . 



Mr. W. H. Bell, 

Maryville, Mo . 

Dear Sir: 

UNION AGENCYI 

Muscogee, I.T., Feb . 28th, 1899 . 

You are informed, in reply to your letter, that the Indian 

Territory is not yet opened to wh ite settlement , and therefore 

it will be impossible for you to buy 160 acres, or any other 

amount of land, either from t he Government or from the Indians 

themselves. 

I cannot tell you positively when the 1 ands wi 11 be al­

lotted and you will understand when lands are allotted , they 

are set apart to Indians and not to white men. 11 you can 

do at this time is to rent l and in theTerritory for one year 

only, at about the same price you pay for similar land in the 

states. 

Very respectf ully, 

D. M. isdom. 

u.s . Indian gent . 

Approved: 

J. Geo. Vr18}lt. 

u.s. Indian I nape:otor 

(Endorsed} Union Agency , Muskogee, Ok lahoma , Press Book # 1, 
Letter # 51. 

'3o 



DEP ARTMENr OF T·HE INTERIOR . 
Wa sh i ngton. 

February 28th 1899 . 

J. George Wright, 

u. s . I n di an Inspe c tor , 

Mus cogee, I ndi an Terri tory . 

Sir: 

The Department is in re ceipt of your communication of the 

13th ult., inclosing a warran t is sue d by the Principal Chief of 

the Creek Nation #300 2 , for $ 25 . 00, payable to Barney Green for 

salary as prosecuting a t t orne y , for the 4th quarter 1897 - 8 , and 

also submi t .ting a nother war rant , issued by the same party , #3003 , 

for $68.75, payable t o S~pson Yahola, for salary as Priva te 

Lighthorseman, for the same period . You refer to a letter dated 

December 23rd 1898, addres sed by you to the Principal Chief , re ­

l a tive to said wa r rants, t o which you have received no reply . 

You also call attention t o the report that other warrants , of 

like kind, ha ve been is sued f or the same purpose and that the par­

ties helding the s an:e de s i re you to inform them "whether or not 

they will be e ventually paid , as under the provisions of the Act 

of Congress approved June 28th 1898 , all warrants issued sice (Sic . ) 

July 1st 1898, are to be pai d by an officer of the United s tates" . 

You reque s t "to be ad vised if these warrants are not illegal 

and should not be pa id", and you re co rmnend that you "be directed 

to notify the exe cutives of t he Creek and Cheroke e Nations that 

hereafter no warrant s must be issued , for any purpose whatever , 

unless endorsed by the Indi an Ins pe cto r ". 

The Commissioner in transmiting (Si c.) your s aid letter re -

commends that you "be instructed to advise the. Cr eek authorities 

that any warran t iss ued in payme nt of salary of a court official 

in the Creek Nation f or s ervices rendered af ter that date, would 

14 
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be absolutely null and void" . 

Since under the provisions of section 28 of said ct the 

tribal courts in the Creek and Cherokee Nations are abolished after 

October 1, 1898, it is quite clear that any warrants issued after 

said date are without authority of law and consequently null and 

void the recommendation of the Commissioner to this extent is con-

curred in. 

The question of authority for the issuance of warrants by the 

Creek and Cherokee Nat ions and the manner in which they should be 

paid by said nations , as well as others should any be deemed valid , 

has been referred to the Comptroller of the Treasury for decision . 

On the 18th instant you re quested the return of the warrants 

above mentioned . Inclosed herewith you will find copies of the 

report of the Commissioner or Indian ffairs d ated January 23rd 

and February 25th respectively , together with the warrants above 

referred to . 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
508-1899 & 197-'99 
4 Inclosures. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock 

Secretary . 

Through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 14, recieved Mar . 6 , 1899 , office of 
u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Vashington , Feb . 28 , 
1899. Secretary. Relative to issue of warrants by Cherokee and 
Creek Nati ons. Returns two or Creek. 



DEPARTMENI' OF 'lRE IN'l?'ER IOR. 
OFF ICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS. 

Washington. February 25, 1899. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

Referring to office letter of January 23, 1899, tran smi tt i ng 

a report of January 13, 1899, from Inspector Wright r el a tive to 

certain warrants issued by the authorities of the creek Nation i n 

payment for the services of court officials after October 1, 1899, 

there is transmitted, herewith, a report of· February 18, 1899, fr om 

Inspector Wright who requests that the t wo Creek warrants which 

accompanied his said report of January 13, above r efer r e d t o, b e 

returned to him, so that they may be restored to t he partie s f rom 

whom he borrowed the. same. 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

. A. c. Tonner. 

Acting Commis s ioner. 

(K.S. M.} 
P. 

14t 



COPY--G. R. C. 

DE P.a RT If 
,j ! T F THE I N T I • 

.J:SHINGTON, D. C. arch 2 , 1899 . 

The Commissioner . 

of Indian ~rfa irs , 

Sir: 

The apartment is in re ce i p t by your reference of a 

communication from ·x . J . George 1ri ght , u.s. Indian Ins pector 

for the Indian ·rerritory , in wh ich he ask that speci f ic aut1or-

i ty be granted for ce r ta i n expenditures disa llo wed by t l~ e Comp-

troller of t he Tr ea sury , giving h i s re a so ns t herefor . sa id com-

munic ation bears the fo lloTi ing endors e e t : 

"De part ent of the Interior 
" fice o f l ndi a n i f fa irs 

" 
"Respe c tfully submitted to t he Yo nor ­

ab le Ce cretar y of the Int erior with 
the reco l. y.1endat i on th C:J t the request o f 
Inspe ctor .1right be granted . 

( i g ne d) .L . c. onner • 
.nc tg . ommissioner . n 

It a ppears f rom t he papers subnitted that ns pe ctor ,right 

requested the Co p tro ll er of the ~re asury on ~eptenber 22 , 1898 

to revise h i s accounts from July 1 , 18 7 t o June 30 , 18 8 , in 

which rev i s ion the Comptroll er conf ir .1ed the a ction of the ..tiUdi tor 

in disallowing ite s f or expenses fo r porter ' s f ees a nd par lor 

car fare , charged t here in, f or the reasons set out in t ~ 
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copy of said decision submitted by the nspector , an d in addition 

thereto the Co ptroller disallowed t h e f ol l owi ng amounts : 

1 8 9 7. 
ug . 28 , Se a t in parlor car t o 3 i ou x i ty ••••••••..••.•• 50 

ct. 7 and 9 . ~eat in parlor ca r r o agenc y 

ct. ( 6 
hJ ' 

c t . 2 6 ' 

to Billings a nd re turn ...................... . . • 5J 

Di fference bet een through and lo cal 

r a tes ... rom ro genc y to , ashingt on .... ..... 4 . 20 

deat in parlo r car r o\ to Billing s •..••• •. .• . 25 

~ov . 3 . to 13 3 treet c a r fare s i n , ashin~to n 10 

days a t 25 cents •••.•••••••..• •. .••••.• •.•.. • 2 . 50 

l 8 9n8 . 
Jan. 9 , .eat in par lor ca r ' r Agency t o "'3 illings . • • . . • 25 

eb . 8 & • ~ransfer to hotel from depot and 

Feb . 26 

return i n hicago ............................ 2 . 00 

~ treet cLr in .&sh i n ton l days 

a t 2 5 cen ~ ..... s ................................. . 

r a nsfer and baggage in .lashi ng ton . ••• .• ••••• 

4 . 75 

. 75 

l.pril l to 18 , 
~treet car f are in Hot Spri ngs , ~ rk . 

l days at 20 cent . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2. 00 

June 0 , utreet c · f are in San Fr ancisco 

5 days a t 20 cents ........................... 1 . 00 
Tota l . ........................ . 'n' 18 . ?a 

In h i s said letter , \ ith re f erence t o the item o f ~ 4 . 20 , 

being t he d i fference in rates fo r 1 nilr oa d f ar e from Cro .d.genc y 

to ~ashingt on, disallo Jed by the Co ptroller , the Inspe c tor 

states that "it be carue nece sary to g o t o )illinE:,s , and t o stop 
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in St . Paul , and a lso in Chicago , in order to ob tain i nformat ion 

in connect i on with the i nvest i gat i on , and I t h erefore request that 

specific authority be granted for such action- - \hich it wa s sup­

posed by the Inspector was r'ully covered in the authoL> i ty te make 

the investi gGt i on . " He al so asks that authority be granted f or 

the amount charged f or street car fa e in , ashington for ten d ays 

a t 25 cents per days--~ 2 . 50~- and the items charged Februa ry e & 9 

1898 , trans fe r to hote l from depot and return in Chicago , ~2 . 0 0 , 

and the I nspector states that "as this was from sa turday Ul:rltil 

Monday , I respe ctfully ask that the SB e be authorized , trensfer 

in any event from depot to hotel and return to de not while wa it -

i ng t r a i ns wa s ne cess a ry • " e also as l(S that he be allorv ed auth-

ority f or the fo llowing expenditures : 

tt Feb . 28 , Street car fares i n ,!ashington , l · a t 25¢ ,;4 . 75 

April 1 8 , s tree t car fa res in ~ot Spring , _L _rk . 

10 days .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 . 00 

Jm1e 30 , 1898 , Street car fares in Jan Francisco , 

5 days . • • • • . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 . 00 

In a ccordan ce with your said recommendat i on , authority 

is hereby gr anted b y t he Inspector for t he expenditures as re ­

quested , a nd t he papers submitted by him are herewith r e turned 

to your office , action to be duly taken thereon 'by you . 

E. • Hitchcock . 

ecretary . 
Ind . Ter. Di v . MD . 
466 - 1899 . 
Incls. 
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Union Agency , 

Muscogee, I . T., March 2, 1899. 

Dr. Nathan Hughes, 

Guthrie, o. T. 

Dear Sir:-

If you sell a proprietary medicine in the Indian Territory , 

you sho~ld pay tax for the pr ivile ge as an or~ary peddler. 

When you visit any particular town and sell , there is usually a 

small tax levied by the authorities . Unless your medicine should 

prove to be worthless, and yourself a fake , I do not think you 

should have any trouble in selling it in theTerritory o 

Very respectfully, 

D. ~ . vVi sdom. 

u.s . Indian gent . 

Approved: 

J. Gee. Wright. 

u.s. Indian Inspector 

(Endorsed} Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma , Press Book # 1, 
Letter # 75. 



DEPART:MENT OF THE I NrER IOR , 
Office of Indian ffairs , 

ashington, Iar ch 7 , 1899 . 

To u. S. Indian Agents 

and School· Superintendents . 

Section 8 of the Indian Appropriation ct approved 

Marcb 1, 1899, reads as follo ws : 

Sec. 8. That here af ter all Indians , when they shall 
affiYe at the age of eighteen years , shall have the 
right to receive and receipt for all annunity money 
t bB t may be due or become due to them, if not other ­
wise i~apacitated under the regula tion s of the Ind­
ian Office . 

All Disbursing Officers mak i ng annuity payments to Ind -

ians will govern themselves accordingly . 

Please acknowledge recei pt of this letter . 

Very respectfully , 

• A. Jones . 

Commissioner . 

GRC 

(Endorsed) ~nion agency # 26, received ~ar . 11 , 1899 , ffice 
of u. s. Ind. Inspector for I. To ashington , March 7 , 189 9 , 
Commissioner. Indians over 18 years to receive and receipt for 
moneys . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

Mr. J. George Wright 
U. S. Indian Insoector for 

the Indian Territory 
Mus~ogee, I. T. 

Sir: -

Washing ton 
March 13th , 1 899 . 

1 

The Department is i n ecei t o y our communicati on of 

the 24th ultimo, in which reference is made to de a tmental 

tele r~=~m of the 23rd ult mo, a v sing y ou i n re p y po your s 

of the same date , relative to the destru~t i on o Y,b offices 

750 

b fir e , that "mportan ns tru~ti ons here tofore g ven will be 

mailed to you, " and in connec ti ·1n therewith you s uggest "the 

advisability of r emoving the he ad ~uarters of this (your) offic e 

and the Indian Aeent toFt , Smith Arkansas , which adjo ns and 

a portion of the r.ity is within the limits of t h res Territory . 

The fact t hat a ortion of Ft . Smith is i n the Ind ian Terr i tory 

would , it is believe d , r emove any possible obstacl e s that m ght 

arise in connection with the 27th Article of the Curtis B 11 , 

whir h provides for t he lo ~a inn of an Ind i an I ns e r tor i n the 

Indian Terr itory ." 

The Acting Commissi oner of I ndian Aff8irs i n transmitting 

your report r.on~urs in s a i d recommen ation , and ~u t e s the 

provisions of Se~tion 2160 of the Re vised Statutes of t he 

United States as follows: 

"Every Indian shall r eside and kee his agency w thin or 

near the territory of t he tr be for whi ch he may be ag ent, add 

at such pla~e as the president may designate , and shal l not 



75] 
depart from the limits of his auen~ without ermiss on ." 

The statements m de in your letter relative to the desira­

b lity of the change have been ~ refullv considered by the 

Department, and it is believe d that under he rovis ' ons f 

Se~tion '7 the Act of Con r ess a proved J ne ?8, 1898 (30 

Stat. ,495), which rea~s s lows:---

"That the S e ~ret .if of the In e ior is a1 ho ized to locate 

one Ind ian Inspec o n t _e In ian Territory, ho may , under 

his authority an d recti on, pe r form an 

the Se~retary of the I nterior b law, rel 

therPtn."---

ut e s re q red of 

n t 8-ffa irs 

The offire of the Indian Ins ector f r the I nd qn err tory 

o ht not to be , and cannot l egally be , o~ ated at Ft . Smith, 

Arkansas . It is bel' e ved that in the n ear future , the mprove-

ments at usc ee rerently destroye d by fir e will be r ep ar.ed 

by be te and more substan~ti 1 buildings , and while much 

inconven enr.e rna be orcasioned n t he men ime , n he long 

r n it will be f~r bett r to have the offires of the Age n ani 

Insne~tor s we 1 s he Sunerinten ent of Schools i n Ind an 

~errito~ · lo~ ted at Muscogee. 

With reference to instrurti ns dP sired by you , the De art­

ment has al eady mR le d to you the most im ortant instruc tions 

and in case there shall be ne fo copie s of t he s , not a r eady 

sent to you, they w 11 be for warded imme iRtely • 

Ind. Ter. D v. 
628-1899 

No. 4 

Endorsement: ~/13/1899 
at Ft. Smith, Ark . 

.l:\espectfully 

Tho. R. H n A r. ng Secret ry 

Offi~e of inspector r.annot be 

Co ie d GBD 3/ 27 / 34 

cated 



DEP ARTIVrENr OF THE INTER l OR . 
FFICE OF IN ,J N AFFAIRS . 

Vas hington , ar ch 16 , 1899 . 

J . George right , 
u. s . Indian Inspe ctor , 

Muscogee , Indian Ter r itory. 

Herewi th a ppended , you will f ind the inf ormat i on desi red 

by your letter of the 9th ins tan t , i n regard to t he annual in-

come of the Cherokee a nd Creek Nations , Vi z : 

CHEROKEE N TI ON : 

Interest on As yl um Fund , -- - - ----- -- - -- 3 , 207 . 36 

" National Fund ,-------- - -- - - 71 , 427 . 16 

" 
II 

" Scho ol Fund , ------------ - - 43 , 522 o40 

" Or phan Fun d , -- - - -- - ----- - - 18 , 733 . 96 
T o t a 1 ------- -- - -- - - $136 , 890 . 88 

CREEK N TI N: 

Fulf illing treaties wi t h Cre eks , - - ' - 49 , 968 . 40 

Int e re s t on Creek Ge nera l Fund , 
T o t a 1- - - -

73 , 678 . 14 
- - $123 , 646 . 54 

Ve r y r espec t fully , 

• C • Tonne r . 

As s i st ant Commis s i oner . 

J . B . C . (G) 
(Endorsed) Union Agency # 49 , r e ce ived [gr . 20 , l89 9 o Office of u. 
s . Indian Inspe c t or . for I . T. ashington , .ar ch 16 , 1899 . Commi s ­
sioner . Tabular Statement of moneys due Cheroke es and creeks . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
Washington. March 18, 1899. 

J. George Wright , 

u. s. Indian Inspector for 
the Indian Territory , 

Muscogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

Inclosed herewith you will find a copy of t he opinion of 

the Assist ant Attorney Gener a l for this Department on the QUes­

tion referred t ,o him on December 8 th l ast "whether the s e cretary 

of the Interior is aut,horized to consider any ap plicat i ons that 

may be tendered by persons claiming to be citi zens of e i ther c:£' 

the Five Civilized Tribes , whose a pplic ations ar e rejected by 

said Commission because not found on any tribal roll, or for any 

o tber reason whatever." 

Said opinion was approved by the Depar t me nt on t he 17t h 

instant. 

Ind. Ter. Di v. 
691-1899. 
1 Inclousre. 

Through the Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs . 

Respectfully , 

Tho s. R . Ryan. 

Acting Secretary. 

('Endorsed) Union Agency # 57, received Mar . 24, 1899, Office of 

u. s. Ind . Inspector for I. T. ' ashington , 3/18/99 Secret ar y . 

Enc~sed opinion of Asst . Sec . Gen. relative to rejected appli­

cations for citizenship. 



DEPARTMENT O.r THE INrERI R. 
Office of the hSst. Attorney Gen . 

~ . J.a.QS- Washington. 
Ind . Ter . Di v. 

******~~*~**~**~********** 
) 

Citizenship in the : 
Five Civilized Tribes . ) . . 

) 
************¥******~**~** * 

The Honorable , 

The Secretary of the Interior , 

Si r : 

Har ch 17 , :l$9 9 • 

With your letter of December 8, 1898, you transmitted 

letters of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes and of 
\ 

the Commissioner of Indian ffairs relating to the question of 

citizenship in such tribes and the extent of the authority of 

said commission and the Secretary of the Interior in the prem-

ises . fter referring to the letters submitted and the acts of 

Congress touching the question, your letter proceeds: 

I have to ask that you will con sider the acts refer r ed to 
herein , the corresponden ce inclosed herewith, and advise the 
Department whether the Secretary of the In erior is aut hor i zed 
to consider any applications that may be tendered by pers ons 
claiming to be citizens of either of the Five Civlized Tr ibes , 
whose applications ar rejected by said Commission be cause not 
found on any tribal roll , or for any other reason whatever . I 
desire to be further advised whether the Commis s i on to the Five 
Civilized Tribes is authorized to receive the and file any app­
lication from any person claiming membership in either of the 
said Five Civilized Tribes whose name is not found b y the s a id 
Commission on the rolls of the prospect i ve tribe of wh i ch the 
person claims membership , and also wh ether under the provisions 
of said acts , or under his supervisory authority, the Secretary 
at the Interior may instruct the Commission to the F ive Civilized 
Tribes to receive and act upon any application tendered to s ai d 
Commission by any person or persons claiming membership under 
ii~er of said Tribes and allow an appeal from the action of said 
Commission by the party or parties interested , aversely affected 
thereby. 

To comply with these requests it will be necessary to examine 

the statutes prescribing the duties of the Commission to the Five 

Ci •• lized Tribes respecting claims to citizenship . 
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Prior to the creation of this Cornnission the respective 

tribes controlled the question of citizenship , subject to the 

conditions of the various tre atie s between the United s tates 

and such tribes. 

The ComL1ission to the F ive Civi lized Tribes wa s cre ated 

by the act of March 3, 1893 (27 Stat ., 612 , 645) , "to enter into 

negotiations with" the indians "for the pur pose of the exting-

uishment of the nationa l or tribal title to any lands"within tre 

Indian Territory held by them, which extinguishment was to be 

accomplished either by cession of t he l and s to the United s t ates 

or by the alllotment and divisi on of the same in sever alty among 

the indians entitled thereto, or by such other rrethod as might be 

agreed upon, to be c arried on under regulations and directio ns 

to be pr e scribed by the resident, through the Secret ar y ·of t h e 

Interior, and the commissioners were to report their transactions 

and the progress of their negotiations to the ecretary of t he 

Interior. 

The act of June 10, 1896 (29 St a t.,32l, 339) , provides a s 

follows: 

That said commission is further authorized and directed to 
proceed a t once to hear and determine t h e applica tion of all per ­
sons who may apply to t hemfor citizenship in any o -f' s aid nations , 
and after such hearing they shall determine the right of such 
applicant to be so admitted and enrolled: Provided , however , That 
such application shall be made to such Commissioners within three 
months after the passage of this act. The s aid commission sha~l 
decide all such applications within ninety days after the same 
shall be made. That in determining all such ap plic at io ns said com­
mission shall respect all laws of the sever a l na tions or tribes , 
not inconsistent with the laws of t he United States, and al l 
treaties with either of said nations or tribes, and shall give dw 
force and effect to the rolls, usages, and customs of each of salli 
nations or tribes : nd provided , further That t he rolls of citi­
zenship of the several tribes . as now existing are hereby confirmed, 
and any person who shall claim to be entitled to be added to sa id 
rolls as a citizen of either of said tribes and whose right thereto 
has either been denied or not acted upon , or any citizen who may 
within three months from and after the passage of this act desire 
such citizenship, may apply to the legally constituted court or 
committee designated by the several tribes for such citizens hip, 
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and such court or committee shall determine such app l icat i on 
within thirty days from the date thereof. 

In the performance of such du t ies said commission shall 
have power and authority to administer oaths, to issue pro cess 
for and compel the attendance of witness e s , and to send fo r 
persons and papers, and all de po s i t ion s and affidavits and other 
evidence in any form whatsoever here tofore taken where the wit ­
nesses giving said testimony are dead or now r esiding be yond 
the l i mits of said Territory, and to use eve ry fair and reason­
able means within their reach for t h e purpo se of determining the 
rights of p Arsons claiming such citi zenshi p , or to protect any of 
said nations from fr aud or wrong , and the ro lls s o prepared by 
them shall be here aft er held a nd co nsider ed to be the true and 
correct rolls of perso ns entitled to t he ri ghts of citizenship 
in said several tribes : Provided~ Th a t i f the tribe, or any 
person , be aggrieved wi th the dec1s ion of the t r ib a l author ities 
or t he commission provided f or in th is a ct, it or he may appeal 
from such decision to the Unite d St ates d i stri c t court : Provided , 
however , That the appe a l shall be taken withi n sixty days , and 
the judgment of the court sh all b e final . 

That the said co mmission , af ter t he expiration of six months , 
shall c ause a complete roll of ci t i zenship of each of said nations 
to be ma de up from t heir rec ords, and add thereto the mames of 
uitize ns whose right ma y be conferred under this act , and said 
rolls shall be , and ar e hereby , made ro l l s of citizenship of said 
nations or tribes , subjEct , howe ver , to the determination of t he 
United St a tes Courts , as pr ovided here in . 

The commission is hereby r equi re d to file the lists of memb er s 
as they finally a pprove them with t he Commissioner of Ind i an Af ­
fairs to remain there ror use as t he f i nal judgmen t of the duly 
constituted authorities . 

By the act of June 7 , 1897 {30 St at . , 62 , 84) , it was provided : 

That the words "rolls of citi zenship," as used in the a c t of 
June tenth , eighteen hundred and n i nety- six , mn~ing appropriations 
for current and conting ent expense s of t he Indi an De partment and 
fulfilling treaty sti pula tio ns wi t h var i ous Indi an tribes for the 
fiscal year ending .June t h irtie th , ei gh teen hundr ed and ninety­
seven , shall be construe4 to mean t he last authenticated rol l s 
or e a ch tribe wh ich have been ap proved by t he counc i l of the 
na tion , a nd t he de s ce ndan t s of those a ppe ar i ng on such rolls , and 
such additional names and t heir de s ce ndants as have been subsequen­
tly added , either by the council of s uch nat i on , the duly author­
ized courts thereo f , or the commission under the act of June tenth , 
eighteen hundred and ninety- s ix . ~nd al l other names appearing 
upon such rolls shall be open t o i nves t i ga tion by such c ommission 
for a period of six mon ths after the passage of this act . nd 
any name a pp e aring on such rolls and not c~Df irme d by the act of 
June t enth , eighteen hundred a nd n i nety- s i x , as herein construed , 
may be s tr i cken t herefrom by such commi ss ion where the party af ­
fected shall h ave ten days pr evious not ice t ha t said commi ssion 
will investiga te and determine t h e ri ght of such p arty to remain 
upon such roll as a citi zen of such na tion : r o vided , also , That 
any one whose name shall be stricken f r om t he r o ll b y such com­
mission shall have the right of appe al , as pro vi ded in the act of 
~une tenth , eighteen hundred and ninety-six . 
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The act of June 28 , 1898 (30 t at ., 495 , 503) , f urther 

defined the duties of this commission as follows: 

Sec. 21. That in makin6 rolls of citizenship of t he s ev­
eral tribes, as required by law, the Commission to t he Five 
Civilized Tribes is authorized and directed to t ak e t he r oll of 
Cherokee citizens of eighteen hundred and eighty (not i ncluding 
freedmen) as the only roll intended to be c onfir med by t h is and 
preceding acts of Congress, a nd to en roll all person s now l i vi ng 
whose names are found on said roll , and all descendan t s born 
since the date of said roll to p ersons whose name s ar e f ound there ­
on; and all persons who have been en rolled by t he trib a l autho ­
rities who have heretofore made permanent set t lement in the cher­
okee Nation whose parents , by re ason of t h eir Cheroke e blood , 
have been lawfully admitted to citizenship by t he t r i bal author ­
ities, and who were minors when their parents were so admi tted : 
and they shall investigate the right of all other persons whose 
names are found on any other rolls and omit all such as may have 
been placed thereon by fraud or without autho rity of l aw , enrol­
ling only such as may have l awful righ t t hereto , and their descen­
dants born since such rolls were made , with such i n t ermarried 
white persons as may b e entitled t o c i ti ze ns h i p under Cherokee 
laws. 

* * * * * * * * * ¥ * * * * 
Said commission is a~t horize d a nd dire cte d to ~ake corr ect 

rolls of the citizens by blood of . all the other tr i be s , elimina­
ting from the tribal rolls such names as may have been placed 
thereon by fraud or without au thority o f th e l aw , enrolling such 
.only a s may have lawful right t heret o , and t hei r de s cendants born 
since such rolls were made , with such intermarried white persons 
as may be entitled to Choctaw and Ch ickas aw ci t izenship under the 
treaties a nd the laws of said tribe s o 

* * * • * · * * * * * * * * > 

The several tribes may , by agreement , determine the right of 
persons who far any reason may claim citizenship in t wo or mor e 
t .ribes, and to allotment of lands and distribution of mone ys be­
longing to each tribe; but if no such agreement be ma de , t hen 
such claimant shall he entitled to such righ ts in one tribe only, 
and may elect in which tribe he will t ake such right ; but if he 
fail or refuse to make such selection in due time , he sha ll be 
enrolled in the tribe with whom he ha s resided , and t here be gi ven 
such allotment and distributions , and not elsewhere . 

No person shall be enrolled who has not heretofore removed 
to and in good f a ith settled in the nation in which he cl a i ms 
citizenship: Provided , however , That nothing cont a ine d in t his 
act shall be so construed as to militate aga inst any rights or 
privileges which the ississippi Choct aws may ha ve un der t he laws 
of or the treaties with the United States . 

Said commission shall make such rolls descri ptive of t h e 
persons thereon, so tha t they may be thereby iden tified , and it 
is authorized to take a census of each of s aid t ribes , or to adopt 
any other means by them deemed necessary to enable them w make 
such rolls. They shall have access to all rolls and records of 
the several tribes, and the United States court in Indian Territory 

5'1 
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shall have jurisdiction to compel the officers of the tribal 
governments and custodians of such rolls and records to deliver 
same to said commission, and on their refusal or failure to do so 
to punish them as for contempt; as also to require all citizens 
of said tribes, and per s ons who should be so enrolled , to ~pear 
before said co mmiss ion for enrollment, at such times and pla ces 
as may be fixed by said commission , and to enforce obedience of 
all others concerned, so far as the same m~y be necessary , to 
enable said commission to moke rolls as herein required , and to 
punish any one who may in any manner or by any means obstrue t 
said 'WOrk . 

The rolls so made , when approved by the Se cretary of the in­
terior, shall be final , and the persons whos e names are found 
thereon, with t heir de scendants thereafter born to them, with such 
persons as may intermarry according to tribal laws o 

In Indian Appropriation ct , approve d Julyl , 1898 (30 Stat .~ 

571, 591), contains the rollowing provision : 

That said commission shall continue to exercise all author ­
ity heretofo~e conferred on it by law . 

Appeals shall be allowed rrom the United States courts in 
the Indian Territory direct to the Supreme Court of the United 
States to either party , in all .citizenship cases , and in all cases 
between either of the Five Civilized Tribes and the United States 
involving the co nstitutionality or validity of any legislation af­
fecting citizenship, or the allotment of lands , in the Indian Terr­
itory, under the rules and regulations governing appeals in said 
court in other cases: Provided, That appeals in cases decided 
prior to this Act must be perfected in one hundred and twenty days 
from its passage ; and in cases decided subsequent thereto., within 
sixty days from final judgment; but in no case shall the work of 
the commission to the Five Civilized Tribes be enjoined or suspend­
ed by any proceeding in, or order of , any court , or o f any Judge , 
until after final judgment in the Supreme Co urt of the United Sta tes . 
In case of appeals, as aforesaid , it shall b e the duty of theSup­
reme Court to advance such cases on the docke t and dispose of the 
same as early as possible. 

The Indian ppropriation act , approved arch l , 1899, 
(Public No . 104) , also pro vides: 

That said commission shall continue to exercise al l authority 
heretofore conferred upon it by law . 

The act of June 10, 1896, supra , contained no provision that 
the rolls of citizens made by the commission should be subjec t to 
the approval of the Se cretary of the Interior. It provided tha t 
appeals might be taken to the United States Diatrict C~urt from 

the commission's decision upon any application for citizenship . 

This necessarily excluded any other mode of securing a review of 

the commission's a ction, and in the absence of an appeal to the 

court their decision was final. The rolls of citizens prepared 
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by the commission were by that act "made rolls of citizenship 

of said nations or tribes, subject, however , to the determination 

of the United States courts." The act further provided : 

The commission is hereby required tD file the lists of mem­
bers as they finally approve them with the Commissioner of In~­
ian Affairs to remain there for use as the final judgment of the 
duly consti tuted authorities. 

There can be no question as to the effect of this act . It 

made the commission's determination as to the names to be enrolled 

a finality, except where an appeal should be taken to the court , and 

there the court 's decision was declared final . No other tribunal 

or officer had any authority to revise or change the rolls as pre -

pared by the commission. 

The act of June 7, 1897 , supra , made no change in this po int. 

It defined the words "rolls of citizenship , " used in the act of 

1896 , provided that all names appearing upon the rolls and not 

included in the definition given , should be open to investigation 

by the commdssion for a period of six months after the date of said 

act, and that any name on said rolls not confirmed by the ac t of 

1896 might be stricken off, the par ty having a right of appeal to 

the United Stat.es Court under the act of 1895 . 

The act of June 28, 1898, s~p£a, prescribes the manner in 

whi ch the commission is to make rolls of citizenship of t he sev­

eral tribes, and that all names found to have been placed upon tre~ 

tribal rolls b , fraud or without authority of. law , shall O'e elimi ­

nated, and then declares: 

The rolls so made , when approved by the Secretary of t he I n­
terior, shall be final , and the persons whose names are found there ­
on, with their descendants tb~after born to them, with such per­
sons as may intermarry according to tribal laws , shall a lone con­
stitute the several tribes which they represent . 

By the act of 1896, applications for citizenship were requir­

ed to be made to the commission within three months after the pas-

sage of that act , and to be passed upon by the commission mthin 
&f 
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ninety days after made . Provision~as also made for application s 

to the court or _ committee of the several tribes, which were to 

be presented within three months and passed upon within thirty 

days. After the expiration of six months, the commission was to 

make rolls of citizenship, adding the names of citizens whose 

right might be conrerred under that act . After the expirat ion 

of the time fixed, no new a pp lic ation for citizenship could be 

received, and the action of the commi ss ion upon those made with­

in the time fixed was final , in the absence of an appeal to the 

court. The act of 1897 did not provide for new applications for 

citizenship. It defined the words "rolls of citizenship , " used 

in the act of 1896 , and directed that all names ap ~ earing upon the 

rolls, not coming within th at definition , should be open to inve s ­

tigation by the commission for a period of six months after the 

passage of said act . Neither did the act of 1898 make any pr ovi­

sion for new applications for citizenshipo The commission was au­

thorized and directed to enroll the persons indicated and to in­

vestigate the right of all other pe rsons whose names are found 

upon any tribal roll, and to omit a ll such as may have been pl aces 

there by fraud or without authority of law. They were not autho­

rized to add any name not found .upon some roll of the tribe, ex­

cept those of descendants of persons rightfully upon some roll and 

persons intermarried with members of the tribes and therefore law­

fully entitled to enrollment . 

The rolls so made b y the co mmiss i on are to be fin al "when ap ­

proved by the Secretary of t he Interior . 11 This ap proval being re ­

~uired to give t he quality of finality to the rolls , it follo ws 

necessarily that the Secret · ry of the Interior is clothed with 

some legal discretion and authority in granting or withholding his 

approval, and that he has a poHer of supervision and revi ew ove r 

J 
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the action or the commission in prep aring the rolls . This p~er 

of supervision and r eview extends to everything done by t he com-

mission in the way of placing names upon or withho l ding n ames from 

the rolls which depends for its final s anction and effect upon the 

approval of the rolls by the Se cretary of the Interior , but it doe s 

not include or authorize a re - examination of a de ci s ion of the com-

mission from which an appeal to the court was provided for , and 

which therefore became final in t he absence of such an appeal, nor 

does it include or authorize a re-examina tion of a · decisio~ of the 

court upon such an appealo It does, however, enable the Secretary 

to see that any individual entitled to enrollment under any such 

final decision is pla~ed upon the roll , and tha t any name pla ced 

thereon in disregard of any such final decision i s stricken t herefrom. 

In those cases which are appealed to the Supreme Court unde r 

the act of July 1 , 1898 , supra , t he de cision of the Supreme Court , 

or such decision as may be rendered by the District Court in pur -

suance thereof , becomes the final decision, notwithst anding the 

provision in the act of 1896 giving final i ty to the original de ­

cision of the District 0 urt o 

ln the course of this opinion all the questions presented by 

your letter are believed to be answered o 

The papers submitted are herewith returned . 

Approved , arch 1? , 1899 : 

Thos . R. Ryan . 
Acting Secretary . 

Very respectfully , 

fillis VanDeventer 

ssistant ttorney General . 



Union Agency , 

Mus cog e e , I . T • 

March 20 , 1899 . 

Mr. J". c. Drew, 

Blackburn, Mo. 

Dear Sir:-

In reply to yours of late date , you are informed that there 

is no Government 1 and that can be bought or sold in the Indian 

Terri tory. The land belongs to the Indians ani every foot of it 

wil l be allotted to them, and after final allotrrent has been made 

and the Indians have re ce ived the patents therefor , it is probable 

that you might buy an allotment ·and that t here will be some ar­

rangement made by which you can purchase it . 

Tbe Curtis Act was a bill passed on the 28th of June , 1898 , 

and is entitled "An Act for the protecti on of the people of Indian 

Terri tory and otm r purposes ." If you will ~ite to your Congres-

sman, I suppose you can get a copy of it . 

You cannot lease land from an Indian for a term of years , 

but you os.n rent lmd for one year ani on just about the same 

tenns that you can rent similar land in the state of Mis souri . 

On much of their land tile Indians have very v a]llable improverrents , 

good dwelling houses , barns , fences , etc . 

Very respectfully , 
Approved; 

J. Geo. frigh t, 
u. s . Indian Inspector. 

Do M. isdom, 

U. • Ind 1 an Agent • 
(Endorsed) Union Agenoy-Muskogee,Oklahama . Press book no . 1---­
le tter 291. 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washi~ton. 

J" .Geor~e Wri~ht~ 
u.s.Iniian Inspector 

Sir;-

tor the Iniian Territory, 
14usco~ee, Inaie.n Terri tory. 

March 2 2, 1899. 

The Depar1men t is in receipt of e. copy at the Departm.ent 
letter or the 9th instan-t to you. s.tati~ "t.b:a t you will fini a 

copy or the iecision of the Department of the 6th instant, reducin~ 

the rate ot royalty on coe.1 in tJ)!!J; Incl ian Terri tory, .n• the amen -

ments to the re~lations of the Department of October 7 and Novem­

ber 4, 1898, prescribei unier the provisions of the Act of Con~ress 

~provei June 28, 1898, (30 Stat., 495)." You request that you 

"be furnishei with copy of decision therein referred to,, with return 

ot letter." Inclosed herewith you will fin copi s or orders of 

the Department anenii~ the said ret;Ulations of October 7 and No­

Tember 4, 1898, as reque stei by you. 

Ini.Ter.DiT. 
718-1890. 

3 inclosures. 
Thro~h the Commissioner 
of Intian .Affairs. 

Respe cttully, 

Thos. Ryan 

Actin! Secret~y. 

(Eniorsei) Union ~ency NUmber 59 Receivei Mar 27,1899 Office of 
U.S.Iniian Inspector for Iniian Terri tory. Washi~ton, March 
22,1899. Secretary.----Encloses copies of regulations coverin~ 
reauction ot royalty on coal.----



DEPARTMENT OF THE IlfrERIOR. 
·vashington. 

J. George Wright, 

u. s. Indian Inspector 
f~ the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, Ind. Ter . 

Sir: 

TK 

March 25th , 1899 . 

I am directed by the Secretary to inclose herewith for 

your information a copy of departmental letter of the 2~th 

inst ant , addressed to Ron. Tams Bixby Acting Chairman of the 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , rel ative to the em-

ployment of counsel to investigate citi zenship cases . 

Ind. Ter . Div. 
693-1899. 

1 Inclosure. 

Through the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, 

Respectfully, 

Ed\Vard M. Dawson 

Chief Clerk . 

(Endorsed) Union ~ gency # 74. ece i ved ar . 31 , 1899, Off ice 
of u. s. Indian Inspector for I ndi an Territory . Washington . 
March 25, 1899. Secretary. Transmits Copy of a letter written 
Tams Bixby , acting Chairman Dawe s Commi ssion, as to employment 
of Counsel to investiga te Citizenship Cases. 



Prof. B.S.Perkins, 

Mountain ,I.T. 

Dear Sir :-

Union Agency, 

Muscogee , I . T., 

March 27 , 1899 . 

Tbe SuperVisor of Schools has arriv ed at Muscogee and 

opened an office m re; his name is J. n. Bene diet ' and to whom 

any communication in reference to schools should be addressed . 

Approved; 

J .Geo. -iright, 

U . s .Indian Inspector. 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. isdom, 

U.s . Indian Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc,r press book no. 1. letter 370 Musko@Be , Okla. 



DE.J?A.ttTMENT OF THE INTERIOH 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

J . ~eorge ~right , 
U. S . Ind an Inspe t .or 

Mus r ogee , Indi n Territor 

Sir : 

Washin t n 
Rrr 3 , 1899 

You are her by vis hat the authority g anted or you 

to ex en $450.00 tn the o ~en rna ket purchas e of two drivin 

horses , one bu~gy , two horse bl~nkets, lap cobes nd whip , to 

be eJ ivered at i sr ee, I . T. ACI been mo if ed to ermi t 

you to urchase he horses to be de ive ·e in KAn as C ty, 

75~ 

issouri, and t he bu~ y nd q n ss be el'vered inCh ' ~ go, 

Illinois , and shi ed to usr ~ee , I . T. , 1nde ~overnment 

trans ortRti n rontr rt. 

~ Uth r ty h S lso be en f ~nted for y o to settle an 'ndebt-

edne s s amo ntin t PO . OO , ncurre bv ou for serv res of a 

ste'l"'1 prapher in nves R ~ on rel ' t Ye to ro 1 le Rses , and 

atranscript of the pro eedin s,,as request ed Rnd for t he re sons 

st ted n your le e nd th ac r unt herew i th enclosed or a. -

ment and f le w th your reo nts. 

In erA.nting th s a thori t' , the no b e Se~ret r y cal s t -

ten t ion the roviso of serti on 9 of t he ·egulat ons overn n 

mineral leases and othe r matters in t he Chorta ~A an Ch ckasaw 

N~tions , preecribed by the Department on 0 tober 7, 18 8 , whi h 

dec l ares: 

" That should there aris a rontroversy be t wee n t wo or 



more corporations , the respect1ve r phts of earh sha l be deter-

mined after an invest! a ti on by t e Ins e n or oPated . n the 

Indian Territory, subject to the a e l o t he Comm ssioner 

of I ndian Affairs, and from him to the Secretary of the Inte -

ior, and where conflinting rl a ims arise the art es t h~ e to 

should be re quired to y t e c sts thereof ~n ar0or anne with 

the rul e s p · a rtire r e a tive to t he tax tion o _ costs ' n case 

before the United S a as Distric Land offi r' ers . n 

A copy of said ru s of prar ne was enr osed with said 

authority, which s he rew t enr'losed for your gu dan e n 

sur'h matte rs . 

Ve y e s ne tfully 

(Signed) A. C. Tonne 

A0t n C mm ' ssi ner 

Endors ement : ash . M r . 3l , 1899 C mmiss·oner . Auth0rity to 

purnhase team of horses, etc . has been modified so a s t o pe rmit 

purchase of horses in K ns s C t , and the bu 

in Chir g o. 

No. 81 
L. S . 

Copj_e GBD 
3/ ?8 /34 

etr . e live eft 



Gen. L . H. Colby , 

Be atri .ce , Neb . 

Dear Sir :-

Uni on Agenc y , 

Mus c ogee , I . T . 

iJ.Ia rch 31 , 1899 . 

Your lette r received and I was glad t o hear f.rom you , and 

de1 ighted that you returned safely f r om t he Cuban var . Capt . 

McCal l om and Col . Govan were ol d Confederate friends of mine and 

I r e call them very d istinctly and kindly . 

I send you a t your r equest, a co p y of the Curtis Bill and 

other rules and r egu l ati ons of the Department . 

I will be p le a sed to see you in t re Terri tory a t any t ime 

and renew our very agreeable a c quaint ance . 

Very respectfully , 

D. M. · isdom , 

U. S . Ind • .Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union agency press book no . 1 - letter 433 . Muskoge e , Okl a o 



Inclosures 

DEPARTKENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS,. 

Washin~tan, 
April 3,1899. 

T.t. Honorable 

T~ Se eretary o t t~ Inter iar. 

Sir; 

I have the honor to mbmit b3rel'li th a communication from 

tha United States Indi en In~ ector tar Indian Terri tory · trans­

mitt!~ a rep art from t.I8 Superintendent of' Schools in Indian 

Territory with reference to t.l:e result or his observatiom re~ard­

i~ the oondit.ion cC Indian school:s in. tfe Choo taw, Creek , and 

Cherokee Nations, wherein he requests til at he. be informed sp eciti­

cally com.erni~ the authority or the Government, or. himself , 

in rete renee to tQ, :ma.na~sen.t cC tbe sch oo:Ls in t.he Five Civil-

ized Tribes. .. .. 
I 

In Section 1 o:r Additions and Arrendments to the Rules and 

Re~.tions to GOYern IUs ce1.laneous Matters in Indian Territory, 

which additions and amendments have received the approval o.f the 

Secretary or the: Interior, it is pro"'ided tba t 1 t shall be the uty 

ot t.bt Super in ten dent at Schools in Indian Terri tory "to visit, 

inspect, and or~mize or reor~anize the schools and orphan asy-

l'ams located anon! t~ Five Civilized Tribes." T~ report 

of' the Su~rintmdmt d ScbooJJ3 in Indian Territory indicates a 

most deplorabla condition ot affairs as exiati~ in the control 

10& 
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ani man~ent ar the sclaoole and orphan asylums of these sever­

al na tiom, an a in the opinion ar this at tlc:e illlliB ell. ate steps 

shoull be taken toward the eradication at the avila iescrl.bei ::..in 

ee:ld report. Hav.l~ in View this 8ld, I have the honor to re­

spectfully :reooJIIDin• tJ». t this ott1oe be ~uthoriz.ed to apply th 

Re!;Ula t1 om Concemi~ Education in the Indian· Terri tory, hie h 

have receive• t~ •pro:val or t!wt Secretary of the Interior, to 

'tbl various schools and orphen aeylums at' the Cherokee , Chiokasa , 

Choctaw, and Creek Nations 1n tbe Indian Terri tory. 

A printea copy at. 'the Re~1at1ons Comemi~ Education in 

the Iniian Terri tory, above referred t,o, is herewith inclose • 

Very respectt'ully, 

Commissioner. 

L.ll.J" • 

.A. TRUE COPY: 

Chief, Education ~vieio~. 
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Union gency , 

Muscogee , I . T., 

April 4th , 1899 . 

Ron . George H. mall , 

U. S . Asst . Treas ., 

St . Louis , ·o . 

Sir :-

I have the honor to transmit herewith St . Louis Exc hange 

for ~982 . 41 , tbe same to be p laced to my cred it as U. s . Indian 

Agent . 

I also send you herewith my af'ficial c he ck #1 38963 , payable 

to your order for ~18 , '78'7 . 21 , the same being ~ deposit' of 

royal ties collected by me for the nations ntllle d below; 

Choctaw Na tion 

Chickasaw Nation 

Cherokee Nation 

Creek Nation 

13 , 866 . 58 

4 , 622 . 24 

59 . 88 

238 . 51 .,> 18 , '78 '7.21 

This last named amount is to be placed to the credit of the 

Treasurer of the U.s ., for the nations and in the amounts named . 

Approved ; 
J . aeo; ·right 

U. S . Indian Inspector. 

Very respe ctf'ully , 
Dew M. is-dom. 

P . s . Please send liE the usual certific ates of deposit o 

{Endorsed) Union Agency press book no . 1 letter 449 . Muskogee , Okl • 



Union gen cy , 

Mus cogee , I . T ., 

Apr il 5th , 1899 . 

1,1r. I . J . McGe he e , 

Cottonvi l l e , la . 

Dear Sir:-

Your s re ceive d in which you state tha t you have read a 

letter of mine in th e "Glob e - De moc rat" in regard to the public 

l ands i n t 1~ Indi Terri tory . I do not remember t he letter , but 

I pr esume you misunde r stood it : t here are no publ ic lands i n t he 

I nd i an Territory . 

11 the lands in said Territory be long to I n dia ns and every 

f oot of it wi 11 be taken in lotments b Indians . A wh ite man 

coming i nto t h is Territory from t he tates can only rent land : at 

t his particular time he cru1not bu y any land .hateve r . If t here­

for e you expe c t to come to this count r y to h omeste ad a p l a ce , ou 

Wi l l fi nd our s el f mi staken , ~or there is no Land Office open 

here you co uld take land . 

Very respectfully , 

D. I · . , isdom. 

U • • Indian gent • 
Appr oved : 

J . Geo . : ·r i ght, 
U. S . India n Inspec tor. 

(Endor s e d} Uni on Agen cy Press Book No . 2 Letter 484 . Iuskogee , Okl a . 

t, l 
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Union gency , 

Muscogee,I.T. 

pril 5th , l899 . 

Mr.H.J.McGehee, 

Cottonville , Ala . 

Dear Sir :-

Yours received in which you state that you have read a 

letter of mine in the "Globe- Democrat" in regard t o the public 

lands in t~ Indian Territory . I do not remenber the Jetter , but 

I presUill3 you misunderstood it : the r e a re no public lm ds in the 

Indian Territory. 

All tm lands in said erri tory be lo L\g to Indians and every 

foot o~ it will be taken in allotments by Indians . A white man 

coming into t his Terri tory f'rom the tates can only rent land : 

at this particular ti:rre h3 c annat buy any land ·hatever . If 

therefore you expect to come to t his cou11:try to homestead a place , 

you will find yourself mis taken, for there is no Land Office open 

where you could t ake land . 

Very respe ctfu.lly, 

D. M. isdom. 

u . S . Indi n Agent . 

Approved ; 
J .Geo. lri ght , 

U.s . Indian Ins :t;e c tor. 

(Endorsed } Union Agency press book no . 1 letter 484 . uskogee ,Okla. 



Enclosure "B" . 

1 , J . Geo . fright , being duly sworn , depose and say : 

Tha t vmile a cting in h is official cap acity and under 

authority from tm I n terior Depart1mnt he rented a warehouse in 

San Francisco , Cal . ~ ·and that he pai d for rent of s id bu ilding 

the sum of One Hundred and Fifty ( ~ 150 . 00 ) dollars , and t.hat the 

receipt taken t m r efore by an error rea d "Re ceived from t he Com-

missioner af I ndi Aff irs wh ile it should have read "Received 

from J . Geo • . ri ght , " t h e error being c aused by t he fact that 

the form of recei pt s had previously been printed am the name 

"Commissioner of Inii an Affairs " was pr i nted , and a t the time 

af' this ~yrren t was b y an oversight not correc ted . 

Th at such pay11E n t as made by d.1e ck on the sub- treasury at 

San Francisco , and number af' che ck stated on r eceipt, signed 

by J . Geo • • ri gtl t , . D. O. & u •• I ndian Ins pec tor , and t ha t 

not knowing ese nt address of rty to whom such amount was 

paid it is i mpossible f or him to obt a in corrected recei pt s . 

J . Geo . right 

Subscribed and s orn to me t h is 6th day of_.;..;A._p_r~i=l ____ l899 . 

J •• Zevely , 

:J cial. Ins pe ctor . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . l2 1 ash ington, J an. 30 , 1899 . ecretary---­
Addressed to Comm1 r : Relativ e to excepti ons taken to accounts 
of In~ectar .----
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
Washington . 

J. George Wright, 
U.S.Indian Inspector 

April 12 ~ 1899. 

for the Indian Territory, 
Muscogee, Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

I am in receipt of your communication of the 25th ultimo, 

submitting a report from John D. Benedict , Superi ntendent of 

Schools in the Indian Territory , dated the 24th ultimo, concern­

ing the conditions of Indian schools in the Choctaw, Creek and 

Cherokee Nations , and stating that he "has a plan in mind ,. but 

do not deem it advisable to announce it throughout t he Territory 

until I know the extent of the government's authority over the 

school affairs of the severa l Nations or Tribes . " 

Mr.Benedict further quotes from section 1 of the amendments 

to the rules and regulations prescribed by the ecretary of the 

Interior on November 4, 1898 under the title of "Education, which 

declares that -

"There shall be appointed by the ecretary of t he Interior a 
capable, competent, and discreet person , to be designated as "Su­
perintendent of Schools in Indian Territory ," whose duty it shall 
be to visit, inspect, and organize or reorganize t he schools and 
orphan asylums located among the Five Civilized Tribes . He shall 
administer the educational work of these schools and orphan asylums , 
prepare courses of study, and report to the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs what, in his judgment, are the defects in them in system, 
in administration, or. in the means for the most effective advance­
ment of the pupils therein, and what changes are needed to remedy 
such defects as may exist, and to perform such other duties as 
may be imposed upon him by the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 
subject to the approval of the Secretary of the Interior. He shall 
also assign the several supervisors to their respective duties." 
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The Superintendent rarther states; "I desire to know a$ soon 

as possible whether or not the ~venumnt is now prepared to take 

entire control or tre schools at the Five Civilized Tribes. If not, 

then I au very desirous of the ~oTemnent defini~ its specific au -

th.ority OYer the school affairs at each of these tribes." He fur-

ther calls attention to, the :ract that each or said tribes has i ts 

complement ~ school officia.l.s re~ularly appointed or elected, ac­

oorii~ to t~ laws af said tribes; that said officials receive 

stated salaries, and under their local laws they have entire control 

ot their schools; that very tew of the,m "pretend to know anythilll; 

about school mana~ement or supervision," and he clesire s to know "what 

it any, authority Will t~se officials be ~rmitted to exercise over 

their schools, and what authority the ~overmnen t ill assume to ex-

ercise.• 

The Superintendent then proceeds to point out the principal 

ietects in the administration of tbe school affairs in said tribes, 

as follows; 

•1st. Incompetency of school ot:tlcials. 
•2nd. Favoritism in the matter o:t appointin~ teachers* * * 
•3rt. Bribery. In some instances, teachers have obtained 

their positions by payin! various sums of money either directly or 
indirectly to school officers. 

•4th. Carelessness or indifference in the expenditure of school 
tunas.• 

He turther ieclares tba t "One at the mast deplorable f'acts not ice a­

ble is the almost total lack at any attempt toward industrial or 

manual train!~. The Superintendents and teachers, as well a the 

pupils, seem to be averse to any and every kind of manual labor," 

ani the Superin'tenient concludes W1 th the statement that he "mi~ht 
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note SDJ' ot~r weak points ani needed improvements, but these will. 

suttice to show "tnat there is an immense amount of work to. be done 

here, ani I believe the tilllt is ripe for do 1~ it, i:r we onl.Y have 

the authority;" and U, also says that i ·f '\he Department Will define 

the authority of the ~~e~nt over the school affairs of said Jla­

t1o!l8 be Will take pleasure in submi ttl~ so~ plans a! work for th 

approval ot' the r.pe.rtment. 

In your said comm.unicat ion, attention is call.ed to the provision 

1n the &!reement between the Commission to the Five Civilize Tribes 

en4 the Se.minole Nation, which was ratified by the Act or Co~ress 

epprovet July 1, 1898, (31 Stat~, 567), by which $500,000. ot th 

tunts belo~in~ to said Nation ere require to be set apart as a 

permanent school tuncl. tor :tile education of the children of the mem­

ber=s of said tribe to draw 1111er st at fll, per annum, and directi~ 

how the interest shall be applie "by the Secretary of the Interior" 

~ter the exti~ishment ot the tribal !Ovemment at. said Nation; 

ani you SU~!est that unier said proTision, so lo~ as the tribal 

~onrmnent at tb.e Seminole Nation continues, it has the authority to 

supervise the affairs within its terri tory, and the interest of said 

fund is to be controlled by the Secretary of the Interior after the 

extin~iahment ot the tribal ~ver~JD~~Jnt of the Seminole Nation. 

You further call attention to the conelusion of the Department 

heretofore reachei after a conference with the tribal officials, 

that the schools in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, supporte by 

the reveuues from coal and a~halt royalties, ~are to be entirely 

uncler the control at the Secretary or the Interior; and you also 



a-tate that the proTisions ot section 19 at tJ1e Act or Co~ress ap­

proTet lune as, 1898, (30 Stat., 495), were considerei in a confer­

ence by the Secretary of the Interior and others, at which you were 

present, ant "it was considered that the above section provi e 

authority for tne Secretary of the Interior to assume char~e of th 

schools in t~ se na. tioM, ani the Honorable Secretary of the Interior 

so deoi et. 11 You further state that it it be ecid.e "that the De-

partmen t has authority to assume full char~e or tlle schools in the 

Creek and. Cherokee Nations," you ur~ently recommend tha t the same be 

ione. 

The Commissioner or Indian Affairs, in transmitti~ said commu­

nications, recommends that the, Indian Oftice-

"be authorize to apply the Re~lations Concerni~ Educa tion 
in the Inclian Territory, which have receivet the approval or t he s e­
retary ot the Interior, to be various schools and orphan asylums o-r 
the Cherokee, Chickasaw, Choctaw and Creek Nations in t~ Indian Ter­
ri torr.• 

On the titth instant, the Acti~ Secretary directed you by wire 

to "Instruct the Superintenient ot Schools to prooe i under reiUla­

tions ot llarch.- fourth, ani transmit his reeolli:Ilendations -ror super-

visors.• When sai re@;Ulations were prescribed it was an exercise 

ar authority which the Depar1men t then detemine that it. had au-

t.hcrity under the law to do. Said • ction 1 above quoted clearly 

tetiMs 'the uties ot the •suptr1ntendent ot Schools in t.he Ind.ian 

Territory," so :tar as therein prescribe • 

T.t:.. poTiaions at said section 19 require that the payment or 

aoDaJ'B tue the Creek and CherokBe Nations shall be made under the 

tirect1 a ot the Secretary ot tn, Interior, en it is believed that 



that section authorizes the Secretary of the Interior to see that 

the moneys pai out un er his direction shal.l be properly disbursed , 

ani for the best interests of the Indians. Moreover in t.be recent 

act of the Creek Council maki~ an appropriation tor the schools ot 

said Nation it is proviied ~That the various sums herein ppropriat­

e tor school purposes shall be paid out unier such rule• an re~u­

lations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe therefor," 

ani the Department has heretofore held, as stated by you that th 

requirement in section 29 ot said Act of June ffi, 1898, that "th 

revenues trom coal and asphalt, or !Ja much the reef as may be n d s­

sary, shall be used for the eiucation of the children of Indian 

blood of the members of said tribes," authorizes the Secretary ot 

the Interior to deter ine the manner in which those revenues shall 

be disburse • 

With reference to tbe defects pointed out by the Superintendent 

ot Indian Schools, it is to be re~retted that the school officials 

are incompetent, and that favoritism exists in the matter of appoint­

in~ teachers. 

1th re~ard to the crime of bribery hich is alle~ed to exist, 

it may be observe• that teacbers llho resort to that ID!ans of obtain­

i~ posit ions are c1early unworthy ar t~ trust reposed in them, and 

that since the passat;e of sai Act of June m, 1898, persons found 

SUilty at bribery can be punished by the United States Courts, and 

it 1s believecl that a f w conVictions of" persons t!;Uilty of the crime 

will have the effect of preventi~ the occurrence thereof in the fu­

ture, ani it should not be for~otten that parties offeri~ bribes or 
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poei't1oDB are equally ~ilty w1 th those accepti~ them. 
Sa1 rules ani ri~lations are applicable to the Cherokee 1 

Creek, Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, and you will advise the Super-

1ntenflent ~ Indian Schools to submit his plan of work for the ap­

proval of the Department at the earliest practicable moment. 

It is desirable that all officers of the ~vernment should co-

operate so far as possible to secure a fair and impartial enforce­

ment ot the law in order that the civilization in sald Territory 

may be improvea.. 

A copy of sa14 report at Commissioner ot Indian Affairs is 

enclosed hereWith. 

Int.Ter.Div. 
tgl-9g. 

1 enclosure. 

Thro~h the 

Respectfully, 

Commissioner or Indian Affairs. 

E.A.Ritchcock 

Secre tary. 

(Eniorsei) Union ~ency Number lOD Received Apr 15,1899 Office 
ot u.s.Intian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washin~ton, 
April 12,1899. Secretary.------school regulations shall apply 
to Creek, Cherokee, Choctaw & Chickasaw Nations.------
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D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

ashington . 

April 18, 1899. 

;r. George right, 
u. s. Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee , I. T. 

Sir: 

I em in receipt of your report dated April 7 , relative to 

the request from r. A. Batman, Secreta r y of the Midland Gin Co ., 

tor permission to purchase timber to build a house i n hich to 

put machinery for ginnin purposes, and requesting to be advised 

of the amount of timber that said company may be allowed to use 

and the royalty to be paid thereon . 

In your said report you find "that the timber is desired 

for the purpose ot erecting a gin house , as represented, and 

that the same is necessary.n You also refer to the department a l 

letter of March 18, 1899, to you , in which you ere advised that 

the Department had instructed Mr . Johnson Keel , of Oconee, I . T., 

relative to the cutting of oak timber for local improvements , 

such as building fences, houses on his farm , and als o his 

neighbors' terms, 

"that under the proper construction of said agreement 
section 29 of the Act of June, 1899), members of the Chick­
asaw and Choctaw tribes are permitted to cut or use from their 
own elatma sufficient timber to make improvements thereon . The 
inhibition in said Agree~ent end the Rules and .e ulations 

thereunder is against the cut tin of timber for sale.'' 

You state that said construction of the law and regulations 

has been t~llowed by you in the numerous answers made to con-
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stant. inquiries made of you, and you further state that , 

~while it might appear unreasonable to not · grant this re­
quest, in view of the complications that would undoubtedly 
arise in granting requests of a similar nature, I ( you) r e ­
spectfully reco.mrnend that the same :qot be gr anted, unle ss it be 
considered by the Department that timber can be cut and so d s ­
posed of for building purposes gene r ally i n the towns within the 
limits of the Indian Territory." · 

You also request that reply to Mr. Batman be forwarded t hrou h 

your office. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affairs , in forwarding your sa id 

report, refers to a former r eport of the Office of Indian Af­

fairs, dated the lOth instant , tr ansmitting a report tram you , 

dated the 22nd ultimo, relative to the matter of cutt ing timber 

in the Chickasaw Nation for the purpose of cord wood to be used 

by a gin oompany in running it s engines , in which it was sug­

gested by the Indian Office, ~that the publi c ne cessity of per­

mitting the company to purchase cord ood from the Chickasaw 

domain was such as, in its op ini on, authorized the Department 

to permit the same."" It is further stated in the report of the 

Commissioner that, 

~he timber now desi r ed, however, is f or an entirely dif ­
ferent purpose, and would not, i n the op inion of this office , 
come under any of the suggestions contained in the report of 
April 10, above referred to, and would be in violation of the 
law prohibiting the cutting or the destruction of timber on 
lands occupied by Indians - Section 5388 of the Revised Statut es , 
as amended by the Act of ~une 4, 1888, (26 Stats.,l66 }. " 

The Commissioner recommends, therefore, that you be advi sed 

that said company "will not be permitted to purchase timber for 

the purpose of erecting buildings in connection wi th it s plant . " 

'11 



In view of the danger of t he prece dent set i n this case , 

should permission be ran.ted a s reques ted, your r e commendation 

end that of the Commissioner are concurred i n by the Department . 

Of course, you will underst and that the re commendat i on of the 

Commissioner must be t aken i n conne ction wi th the previous pa r -

agraph which refers to "the cutting or the dest r uct i on of timber 

on lands occupied by Indi ans" i n violation of said se ct i on 5388 

ot the Revised Statutes. Under t he r uling of the Department 

in the case referred to by t he Commi ssi oner, it will not be con­

sidered a violation of sa id section here the Indians have cut 

the timber for the purpos e of clearing the land for cultivation 

in good f aith to dispose of the same , but the inhibition under 

the law and the regulati on s , as s tated in said departmental let­

ter quoted by you, "is a a ins t the cutting of timber for sale , ' 

and not tor the purpose of clea r ing the land in good faith f or ­

cultivation. 

Respectful l y, 

Ind. Ter.Div. 
1097-99 

Through the 

Thos. R. Rran 

Actin Secret r y . 

Commissioner of Indian Aff air s . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No.l31. 
U. S.Indian Inspector f or Ind ian 
- Secretary---Relative to timber 
lend Gin Co. 

Rece i ved Apr. 24, 1899 . Office of 
Territory . fashin ton , Apri l 18 , 1899 . 
fo r erection of building for ~id -



Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF.AIR S , 

Washington, 

May 1, 1899. 

TO .ALL DISBURSING OFFICERS OF THE INDIAN SERVIC E : 

By direction 

of the Department, it is hereby ordered that from and after 

April 1, 1899, no further ~ymEil ts to notaries public, who are 

employed in any posit ion in the Indian Service, Will be 

allowed for administeri I¥S oaths to any official papers per­

taining to your office, nor wi 11 such not.aries public 

be permitted to charge any Indian a fee for the administra­

tion of an oath to any official paper in which such Indian 

may be an interested party. Such notaries public, will, 

however, be required to administer any and all. oaths; as 

above referred to, whenever t~ same may be ne·cessary • 

GB 

Please acknowledge the receipt of this circula.r. 

Very respectfully, 

A.C.Tonner, 

Acting Commissiom r. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 164 Received May 5, 1899 Office 

of u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tary. Washington, D.c. 

May 1, 1899. CommissioiEr.----Ceroul.ar (Sic) as to notaries 

public administering oaths.----



KANSAS AND TE S COAL COMPANY. 
Finaneial and 1 ccounting Department . 

· ~ . P . Heath , Secy & Treas . 
LaClede Building , 

St . Louis . 

Mr . J . George ~~ ri ght, 

u •• Indian Inspector , 

uscogee , I . T. 

Dear oir :-

~ay 2 , 1899 . 

Our company is operating certain coal le ases in the 

Creek Nation and desires to file forma l application for new leases 

in both the Cherokee and Creek at i ons similar to the applica­

tions filed with you for t h e Choctaw ation and ina smuch as I am 

unable to learn if any inspectors for the Creek and Cherokee 

Nations have been appointed for t his purpose by the Interior De­

partment I write to a sk i f you will kindly advise how we shall 

proceed in this matter . e had about concluded to file formal 

applications direct with the Interior Department at ~1ashington , 

but it has occurred to me tha t perhap s you can advise us more 

properly in this matter. Thanking you in advance for the court­

esy of an early reply , I remain . 

Yours truly , 

I . P . Heath . 
s ecretary. 

(Bndorsed) Union Agency # 916 Received ay 3 , 1899 . Off ice of u.s. 
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(Endorsed Con't1 # 916 Indian Inspector for Ind ian Territory . 

St . Louis, ~re., May 2 , 1899 . v·. P . Heath, Secy ., Kansa s & Texas 

Coal Co. ¥ ants information as to mineral applications , Cherokee 

and Creek Nations. 



Union Agen cy, 

Hus cogee , I . T., 

ay 4th , 1899 . 

Messrs Bolles & Rogers , 

ifl42 Kinzie Str ., 

Ch icago , Ill . 

Gentlemen: -

Yours r e cei ved in regard to hides . You perhaps do not 

understand t he cond i t i ons at t h i s agen cy , J i ch has supervision over 

the Five Civilized Tribes and there fo re cover s a large amount of 

territory . The hides in t his agency are bought by licensed 

traders , and t he y a re not unde r the superv i sion of this a ger,y at 

a l l . It oul d be i mpossibl e for me to g ive you a list of hides , 

but they amount i n the aggr egate t o a very large number. There 

is a reliable hide deal e r in t h i s place by t he name of Joseph 

Sondheimer , to whom you might rrite for f u l l part iculars . 

The only hide I know of be i ng taken in t he las t fe \ weeks , 

is my own , and I ha ve been s ki nned by t he Depar t ment , a. new agent 

having been a ppointed to succeed me ; I wei gh 250 l bso , and the 

hide is a large and likely one , and when p r operl y sal ted do 

and cured , ought to brihg a good price i n t he market . In c ase 

I re ceive no bid for the s ame from loc al deal ers , a proposal of 

purchase from you V1i 11 be. duly cons i de red. Perhaps , ho eve r, I may 

be abl e to sell it to s ome Rep ublican off ici al who i s ac tively en­

gaged at this time in"skinning Democrats ~ t3ne of whom I am which. " 

Very respectfully , 
D . ~, • fisdom, 

U. s . Indian 
(Endorsed)Union agency press book no . 2- letter 

gent . 
285 .r. uskogee , Okl a . 



ITH BROTHE RS , 
deuers in 

~ERAL MERCHANDISE 

J . R. '.1ITH , 
J . A. SM:ITH , 

Notary ublic , 

De Que en , Ark ., May 10 , 1899 

Hon . D. M. isdon; 

I mn 1 i v ing on an Indian ' s farm and he has a large 

amount of 1 and he ants improved . I have improved some for him 

and he ants me to improv e as much as 100 a cres more , on the 

land he has taken for h is al lotment or i n t ends to take . No 'l \lhat 

I want to kno i s bas he a right to sell the ti mbe r on the land 

which he wants me to cle ar , to pay for the i mpro ving of it , and 

if he has .hat ould be the royalty on such as this , as most 

or the timber on the land is only fit for ti es , such as pole 

ties and a few split ti es , als o if be can sell said timber to me 

would I have to g ive bond for t he royalty . 

Remember it is just str ictly the land he wants to 

cle ar up and put in c ul ti va ti on . 

Please address me a t De ueen Arkan~as , a s I am .here 

at work and ill be for several weeks . ,. I am , 

Respectfully yours , 

. G. Corder . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency l o . l008 eceived May 1 2 , 1899 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory . E . G. Corder De ·- ueen , Ark . 
May 10 , 1899 .---- elati ve to selling timber from prospe ctive a l ­
lotment for the pur pose of cle ari ng s a~m . ----



1299-1899 
Ind. Ter .Div. 

**~ ~··~**** ~******** '*** 
Mineral Leas e·s , * 

* 
Indian Ter r itory! 

* 

The Honorable , 

The Secretary of the Interior , 

Sir: 

·d . C. P . 

May 11, 1899. 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communicat i on 

of the 2nd instant, reciting the prov i sions of the act of June 28 , 

1898 (30 Stat., 495), in relation to mineral le ase s in the Indian 

Territory, and saying: 

I have to request t hat you will give your opinion whether 
under said act of June 28, 1898, the Secret ary of the Interior can 
legally make a le ase for more than one mine or claim of si x hundred 
and forty acres of land to the same person or corporation: and 
also whether under the law the Secretary ay legally lease any lands 
in the Cherokee Nation in such Terri tory cont a ining oil, coal , as ­
phalt or other minerals, until "the one hundred and fifty-seven 
thousand six hundred acre purch ased by the Delaware tribe of Ind­
ians from the Cherokee Nat ion," referred to in said section 25 , 
shall have been segregated from the other lands in said Nation . 

The act of June 28, 1898, supra (Sec .ll), directs the al­

lotment of lands in severalty to the members of the various tribes 

and has a provision as follows: "but all oil, coal, asphalt and 

mineral deposits in the lands of any tribe are reserved to such 

tribe and no allotment of such lands shall c arry the title to such 

oil, coal, asphalt or mineral deposits." Se ction 13 of s a id Act, 

which contains the provisions as to mineral leases, reads as fo l­

lows: 
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That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby authorized 
and directed from time to time to provide rules and regulations 
in regard to the leasing of oil, coal, asphalt, and other minerals 
in said Territory, and all such lea se s shall be made by the Sec­
retary of the Interior; and any lease for any such minerals other­
wise made shall be absolutely void. No lease shall be made or 
renewed for a longer period than fifteen years, nor cover the min­
eral in more than six hundred and f orty acres of land, whi ch shall 
conform as ne arly as possible to the surveys. Lessees shall pay 
on each oil, co al, aspha l t , or other mineral claim at the rate of 
one hundred dollars per annum, in advance , for the first and second 
years; t wo hundred dollars per annum , _ in advance , f or t he t hird 
and fourth years, and five hundred dollars, in advance , for each 
succeeding year thereafter, as advanced royalty on the mine or 
claim on which they are made. All such payments shall be a credit 
on royalty when each sa id mine is devel oped and operated and its 
production is in excess of such guaranteed annual advanced payments ; 
and all lessees must pay said annual advanced payments on each 
claim, whether developed or undeveloped; and should any lesse·e neg­
lect or refuse to pay such advanced annual royalty for the period 
of sixty days after t he same becomes due and payable on any lease , 
the lease on which detault is made shall become null and void , and 
the royalties pa id in advance shall then bec@me and be the money 
and property of the tribe. Vhere an y oil , coal, aspha lt, or other 
mineral is hereafter opened on land allotted , sold , or reserved , 
the v alue of the use of the ne cessary surface for prospecting or 
min~ng, and the damage done to the other land and improvements, shall be 
ascertained under the direc t ion of t he Secretary of the Interior and 
paid to the allottee or owner of the land, by the lessee or party 
operating the same, before operations begin: Provided , That noth-
ing herein contained shall impair the rights of any holder or owner 
of a leasehold interest in any oil, co al rights, asphalt , or min-
eral which have been assented to by act of Congress , but all such 
interest shall continue unimpaired hereby , and shall be assured to 
such holders or owners by leases from the Secretary of the Interior 
tor the term not exceeding fifteen years , but subject to payment 
of advance royalties as herein provided, when such leases are not 
operated, to the rate of roya1 ty on coal mined , and the rules and 
regula tions to be prescribed by the s ecretary of the In t erior, am 
preference shall be g iven to such parties in renewals of such 
leases: And provided further, That when , under the customs and 
laws heretofore existing and prevai ~ing in the Indian Territory, 
leases have been made of different groups or parcels of oil , coal , 
asphalt, or other mineral deposits, and possession has been taken 
thereunder and improvements made for the development of such oil , 
coal, asphalt, or other mineral deposits, by les s ees or their assigns , 
which have resulted in the production of oil, coal , asphalt , or 
other mineral in commercial quantities by such lessees or their as­
signs, then such parties in possession shall be given preference 
in the making of new leases, in compli ance with the directions of 
the Secretary of the Interior; and in making new leases due consid­
eration shall be made for the improvements of such lessees, and in 
all cases of the leasing or renewal of leases of oil, coal, asphalt , 
and other mineral depo s its preference shall be given to parties in 
possession who have made improvements. The rate of ro yalty to be 
paid by all lessees shall be fixed by the Secretary of the Interior . 

There is no expr ess limitation as to t he number of leases 

ich may be made to any person or comp any. The only limitation is 



-3-

as to the acreage to be covered by any one lease , and that is , that 

it shall not exceed six hundred and forty acres . It may be said 

that if one party may secure a number of leases, each covering six 

hundred and forty acres , it was useless to insert this limitation ; 

that the only object of inserting it was to limit the quant ity af 

land any one lessee might control; and that , therefore , by implica­

t ion, if not by direct provision, the law prohib its the grant ing of 

more than one lease of six hundred and forty acres to any one per-

son or corporation. careful consideration of the act does not 

sustain this conclusioh. The insertion of the limitation may be 

accounted for upon other reaso nable grounds . It was evidently the 

intention to make the mineral lands producti.ve and to insure a re­

venue therefrom; hence the provision requiring a substantial year ­

ly payment from each lessee without regard to the develo pment of 

his claim. This provision would be of little effec~, however , if 

there were no limitation upon the quantity of land which might be 

included in one lease. In that event applicants might undertake to 

secure the control of l ar ge bodies of land to the exclusion of 

others and without any intention of immedi ately developing the min­

eral, and thus materially retard the development of the minera l re­

sources of the Territory. The limitation upon t he amount of land 

which may be embraced in one le ase and the royalt ies exacted on 

each lease constitute a surficient check upon such an undert aking 

and make sure a reasonable revenue for the tribe. Thi s of itself 

may very properly have been considered a sufficient re& on for the 

limitation. 

Furthermore, there is a clear recognition of the authority 

to grant more than one l ease to the same party. It is provided 

that parties already holding leases under the laws and customs 

.. ~totore existing, of different groups of minera l deposits upon 
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which improvements have been made by such lessees or their assigns , 

shall be given the preference in the making of new leases. It is 
• 

also provided that in all cases of leasing or renewal of leases 

preference shall be given to parties in possession who have made 

improvements. From the papers submitted it appears that there was 

for.merly no limitation as to the number of leases that might be 

given to one person or as to the quantity of land that might be 

covered by one lease. 

Slight evidence of an intention to authorize the granting 

of more than one lease to one person is also found in the provision 

that "and all lessees mus t pay said annual advanced payments on each 

claim xxxxxx and should any lessee neglect or refuse to pay such 

advanced annual royalty xxxxxxx on any lease , the lease on which 

default is made shall beco~e null and void." It thus seems to be 

contemplated that the same lessee may have more than one lease and 

that he may make default in the payment of the · advance royalty on 

one lease and not' incur a default as to others. 

This statute is much like the mining laws of the united 

St ates which restrict the amount of mining ground wh ich may be in­

cluded in any one claim, but place no limita tion upon the number 

of claims which may be located and held by the same person. 

After a careful consideration of this act I am of opinion 

that it contains no limitation in respect to the number of leases 

which may be glven to one person or corporation, tha t matter be i 

left to the sound discretion of the Secretary of the Interior , who 

may either grant or refuse to grant more tijan one lease to the same 

person, as to him may seem best. 

A dispute had arisen as to the extent of the rights of tbe 

Delaware Indians who had settled in the Cherokee country, and by 
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section 25 of t he act of June 28 , 1898 , the Del aware s were authorized 

to bring a s it in the Court of Claims to determine their rights in 

and to the l ands and funds of the Cherokee Nation . I t was provided 

also t hat be f ore any allotments should be made in the cherokee r at­

ion there shoul d be segregated , in separate a l lotments or otherwise , 

the quantit y of lands claimed by the Delaware Indians . It is now 

asserted in behal f of these Delawares that the granting of mineral 

leases in the Cherokee country pr ior to such segregation might in­

juriously affe c t their interests , and protest is made against the 

granting of any mineral leases in the Cherokee country nuntil the 

Delaware int er ests in l ands are selected and segregated from that 

of the Cherokee Nation and until the suit now pending in the Court 

of Claims is fully determined as to the rights of said . Delaware 

Indians." 

The act contains no express inhibition against the making 

ot miner al l eases in the Cherokee Nation pending the segregation of 

lands cl ai med by the DelawaLres , as it does in respect to the mac ing 

of allotme nts, and the inference to be deducted from this fact is , 

that it was not i ntended that action as to mineral le ases should 

be suspended pending such segrega ti on . Looking to the letter of 

the law, nothing is found t hat would prevent action at this time 

upln applications for mi neral leases in the Cherokee Nation , and 

I am of opinion t hat "under the 1 aw the e cretary may legally lease 

any lands in the Cherokee Nat ion" of the character contempla ted by 

said act. 

If it shall be necessary or proper to protect the Delawares 

trom any possible injury, t hat can be done by ke eping a separate 

account as to the proce eds fro m an y t r act in any l ease when it shall 

have been set a part to~ them, or by inserting in each l ease a pro-
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vision that it shall terminate as to all tracts set apart fo~ the 

Delawares when so segregated. 

The papers submitted are herew ith returned . 

Very respectfully , 

ssistant Attorney General . 

Approved: 
May 11, 1899. 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed} Union gency # 188, received Jun.l, 1899, Offic e of 
u. s. Indian Inspector for I . T. ·iashington, lay 22, 1899 . Sec­
retary lew regulations concerning minera l leases , creek & Cher­
okee. 



Henry H. Gi tt , 

# 1305 E . S treet , I' • .l . 

· ashington , D. C. 

Dear Sir:-

1~scogee , I . T . May 16th , l 89 9 

Enc losed here ith you ill find Powe r of Attorney duly 

executed to you by Slater and illiam Cowart , whi ch e xplain s itself . 

I have this day for vrarded to Hon . John V. ir i ght , -lashington 

D. c . check on the Hanover Nati onal Bank , New York, for ~.1885 . 50 and 

payable to your order , whi ch he ba s been directed to deliver to 

you when you turn over to him Treasury .farr ant for 3771 . 00 in 

:ravor or said Cowarts . I hope you Ifill be able to settle the 

matter now ithout further difficulty . 

Very r es:r:e ctfully , 

D. M. · isdom. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book No . 2 . Letter 382- tiusk ogee , Okla . 



Cosar Fixicochee, · 

Thurman , I • T • 

Dear Sir:-

Uni on Agency, 

Muscogee ,I . T., May 19th,l899 . 

Your le,tter of the 15th instant has been r e ceived . I have 

no advice from the Interior Depar t ment in reference to your letter 

or application to have the Old Treaty sustai ned . Should such 

letter be received by my successor , 1~. J . Bl a ir hoenfelt , ho 

1111 take charge of this office on June 1st , he will doubtl ess 

communicate "ith you . Hereafter address all your letters to Nr . 

Shoenfelt , u . s .Indif:ln. Agent , .~uscogee , I . T. I am going out of' t h is 

office on June 1st and will no longe r be U. S . Indian Agent . 

I feel a deep solicitude for your elfare and in the f uture 

if' I can serve you in any 'V a y, I Will al r~ays be gl ad to do so . 

Approved; 

J .Geo. fright, 

Very respectfully , 

D.M. isdom, 

U. S . Indian Age nt . 

U.S .Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ; m.2 press book-letter 399 . ~uskogee , Okla . 



Land 
24524-99 Department of the Interior, 

T be Honora. ble 

OFFICE OF INDIAN .AFFAffiS , 

Washington , 
May 29 , 1899. 

The Secretary of t he Interior. 

Sir: 

Referring to office report of April 24 , 1899, transmitting 

a report of April 10, 1899, from Inspector ~right , rela tive 

to the matter of the expediency of putting into operation 

in the Cherokee and Creek Nations the provisions of Section 

thirteen of the Curtis Act and the regulations prescr ibed 

by the Secretary of the Interior on November 4 , 1898, under 

said section, and to Deparment letter of May 22 , 1899, to 

Inspector Wright, in which the determination is reached 

that applications. will be received from parties who have 

occupied lB nds in said Nations under laws and customs 

e:xis ting there in prior to the Cur tis Act , a r.d improved 

the same and produced minerals in merchantable quantities , 

the office has received, by referenc·e from Inspector 

Wright, a letter of April 25, 1899·, from the Principal 

Chief' of the Cherokee Nation protesting against t he 

leasing of any lands for mineral purposes wi thin that 

Nation under the Curtis Act. 

The reasons given by the Principal Chief appear to be 

of a twofold character. First, that it is tbe desire 

of' the Cherokee people that "VIhen allotments are made the' 

allottee shall receive t.be wh ole title to his allotment, 

112 
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including the minerals in the land; and second, that the 

parties who have heretofore had licenses or contracts for 

mineral purposes in the Nation have not expended money for 

improvements sufficient to warrant the Departnant in making 

the leases to t~m. 

As to the first objection, the status of the lands in 

the Cherokee Nation is not changed by the fact that tbe In­

dians themselves want to have all the title in their allot-

ments are completed and provision is made by law for tbe 

granting of title to the allottee. Under the Curtis Act 

the allottee gets no title except the use and occupancy and 

the right to lease t~ land, the mineraLs found in or under 

the lands allotted, under the presen t law, will re:rmin the 

property of the Nation. Therefore , this objection can be 

obviated by following the instructions of t~ Department and 

inserting in each lease a provis ion for its termination 

on the completion of allotments to the Indians and tbe 

patenting of the same. 

As to the second objection, the question of whether or 

not a certain ~plicant has made improvements sufficient 

to warrant the Departrmrrt in recog,nizing his right to a 

lease at this ti~, is one of fact which may and must be 

determined by t~ DepartiiBnt in each particular case, in 

accordance with the directions g iven in its letter of 

May 22, 1899, to the Inspector for the Indian Terri tor yo 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

A.C.Tonner, 

Acting Commissioner. 
K.s.JI.(G} 



Union Agency , 

Huscogee , I . rr . May 3l s t , l 899 . 

Hon . George H. Small , 

Asst. Treas. u.s ., 
S t.Louis, .., 10 . 

Dear S ir:-

I have the honor to t ransmit re r e ~ ith , S t . Lou i s 1 Xchange 

payable to your order for 11 , 8 90. 35 , rh ich ple ase pla ce to my 

credit a s u. ' . Indian Agen t and subject t o my che ck only i n t ha t 

ca:pa ci ty. 

Also plea se fi nd my official che ck for # 170688 , payable to 

your order , for ;rll,B90 . 35 , which I wi sh depos i ted to t h e credit 

of the United States, t he s arne being a de:posi t of royalties col­

lected by me for the n ati ons named below: 

Ghoc t aw and Ch ick"' s aw Natio ns $10,213 . 88 

Creek Nati on ----------------

Cherokee ·Ja tion -------------

1 , 427 . 8 7 

248 . 60 

I also enclose here Ji th my offici a l che ck / 170689 ,. payabl e to 

yo ur order, for '1?26451. 76 rh ich p lease pla ce t o t he c red i t of t he 

United States, tbe same be i ng a dep osit of t he unexpended balance 

of publ ic funds to my of'fici a l credit o n May 31 st , 1899 . 

Please send .me the usual certi.f ic a tes of deposit for these 

checks. 

Very respectfully, 
Dev1. • i sdom, 

U. S .India n Agent. 
Approved: 

J .Geo. /right, 
U.s .Indian Inspe ctar. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agen cy Press Book No. 2 Letter 480 usk ogee . Okla . 



E X E C U T I V E M .A N S I 0 N, 
Washington, May 3 1, 1899. 

My dear Sir: 

To facilitate the handling and proper c are of documents sent to 

the Executive Mansion for the President's signature , such as commis­

sions and warrants, it is de si r able that whenever feasible they be 

transmitted unfolded and unrolled. 

While this is now done in some cases, the Preside nt has directed 

that the matter he brought to the att ention of the members of the Cab-

inet, in order to secure a uniform practice throughout the Executive 

Departm3nts. 

It is suggested that this can be accomplished by the use of port -

folios of sufficient size to contain the largest documents . 

Ron. E. A. Hitchcock, 

Very respectfully your s , 

Geo . B. Cortelyou 

Act i ng Secretary to 
the President. 

Secretary of the Interior. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER I OR , 
June 2 , 1899. 

Official co py for the info rmation and guidance of' 
THE CO MMI SSI ON R OF INDI AN AFF IRS. 

Edward M. Dawson , 
Clitief Clerk. 

OFFICE INDIAN AFFAIRS , 
.Tune 6 , 1899, 

Official copy for information of Inspector Wright • 

• c. Tonner . 
Acting Commissmoner. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency# 194, ~eceived .Tun~ 9, 1899, office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Terrl~ory . ash1ngton, .Tune 6 , 1899 . com­
missioner. sends copy of President's letter as to manner of submit-
ting document s. 



1Jrs .A .V . ~ohnson , 

#1505 E. 7th Str . 

Union ency , 

Muscogee ,I . T., ,1ay 3l st , l 899 . 

Austin , Texas . 

Madam ;-

Your letter asking information as to ho the colored s chools 

will be conducted in the Indi an Territory the ensuing year, ha s 

been received . You a lso ask ·hen the examinat i on for teachers 

will be held , what salary wi l l be paid etc . 

For full particulars on t hese points , I ~ould advise you to 

write direct to Mr . J . D. Benediot , upt . of Schools for Indian 

Territory, Muscogee , I . T., as the matte r is not ~Ti thin the juri s ­

diction of this office . 

Very respectfully , 

D •• lisdom . 

U. S . I ndian Agent . 

Approved; 
J . Geo • . ri ght , 

U. S . I ndian Inspector . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency Press Book No. 2- Letter 464 . Muskogee,Okla . 



Union Agency , 

Muscogee, Ind.Terry. June 1st., 1898. 

I, J. Blair Shoenfelt , United s tates Indian gent , Union gency , 

Indian Territory, do hereby acknowledge to have received from 

Dew M. Wisdom, Late U. S. Indian Agent , Union gency , I ndi an Ter­

ritory, check book containing unused checks humbered ?0690 t o 

171050, both numbers inclusive. 

Very respectfully , 

J . Blair Sho enf elt . 
U. • Indi an lige nt . 

uscogee , I ndian Terri t ory , June l s t, l 899 

The Honorable, 

The Asst . Tre asurer of the United St a tes , 

Saint Louis, o. 

Sir:-

I have the honor to sta te th at I have this da y t ur ned 

over to J. Blair Shoenfelt , my successor as Uni ted s t a tes 

In41an Agent, Union Agency , Indian Territory , check book con­

taining unused checks numbered from 1?0690 to 1?1050 , both 

number• inclusive, and hand you herewith his receipt for sa id 

book and unused checks. 

Dew M. i sdom. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Pres s Book # 3 , Letter # 246 . Muskogee . 



Un i on Agenc y , 

Mus cogee , I . T., J une 2nd , l 89 9 . 

J . , . Ellis , 

Capt . U. S . I ndian Pol ice , 

Sout h 1·.~.cAle ster, I . T . 

Dear Sir :-

Referring to you r l etter of May 29 th , i n 1hic h you stated you 

had stored about 700 ro und c eda r post s and a bout 2000 s plit ce dar 

posts , pr opert y c ut of f o:f the public d omain o:r the Cr eek a nd 

Choctaw Nations , I have to re quest t ha t ou inform me rha t pe r ­

cent be long s to t he Cr e e k Nat i on and qhat pe rcent to the Cho c t[lW 

Na. tion , i n order to kn ovi how muc h to c r edi t each of sai d n at i on s 

when the posts a re s old . 

Approved : 

J . Geo . ·fright , 

Ve ry re spe c t ful l y , 

J . Bl a ir hoe n f el t , 

U. S . I nd i an gen t . 

U. S . Indian I nspe ctor . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book ·o . 2 Letter 488 r. uskog e e , Ok l a . 



STATE OF NE HAMPSHIRE . 

House of epresentatives . 

Speaker, Frank D. Currie r , Canaan . 
Clerk, Henry E . Bro ck , Conway • 
.hss i stant Clerk , alliam H. Topp i ng , Manc hester . 
Sergeant-at- Arms , Charles E. Buz zell ,Laconia . 

Lebanon ,,N. H. June 5th , l 899 . 

Mr . J . George Vrigh t , 

Indian Inspector . 

My de ar Sir : 

I am directed by t he Honor ab le first Ass i stant Se cr e-

tary of the In~erior t o rep ort to you for duty as an Inspe ctor 

of Revenue and Spe cial Disbursi ng Agent , at Muskogee ,I . T. 

I have some personal business t hat I should like to 

adjust and beg le ave to inquire how much t ime I may take for · 

this purpose . 

At pre sent the nature of my fJUt ie.s in t he department 

have not been made known to me . 

Very r espectfully 

Frank C . Churchi ll . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . l262 Received J un . S , l 899 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspe ctor for I ndian Terri tor y, . rank C. Churchill , 
Lebanon N. H. June 5 , 1899 .---- an t s time to ad just some pe r sonal 
business be f ore entering on duty .----



MODERN WOODMEN 
of .America 

Fraternal 
and Beneficial Society 

Secretary o~ the Interior, 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir:-

Rock Fa1ls, Illinois 

June 6th,l899. 

We are desirous of entering Indie.n Territory to do 

business with om- s.ociety in the near future. We are a 

fraternal beneficiary society pure an.d simple, without a 

reserve fund, accident insurance features &c. and we should 

like to know what the requirements are for a dmission, and 

if you have any blanks, will you please mail us a set and 

give us at ch o'ther infcrmation as you are able to g ive 

us concerning the requirements for admission as you are 

able, and greatly oblige, 

208 

Yours truly, 

H.L.Sheldon. 



union Agency , 

Muscogee , I . T., JUne 7th,l899 . 

E. R. Mortin , 

Montague, Texas. 

Dear Sir:-

Replying to yours of the 3rd instant, I have to inform you 

that homesteads cannot be taken in the Indian Territory, as they 

were in Oklahoma Territory, as all the land will be allotted to 

the Indians. You can rent land for one year only from an Indian. 

Yery respectfully, 

J . Blair Shoenfelt , 

u.s . Indian Agent . 

Approved: 

J. Gee • Wr 1gb. t 

u.s. Indian Inspector. 

{Endorsed} Union gency , Muskogee, Oklahoma, Press Book # 3 , 
Letter # 32. 



DEPAR~lliNT OF THE INTERIOR. 
Washington . 

June 7, 1899 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 
Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of the 

29th ultimo, in response to departmental letter of the 15th of 

April last, in which you were directed to forward to t he Depar t-

ment recommendation of the names of three district collectors 

of each Nation , in addition to the super vising inspector f or 

each Nat ion, also to recommend to the Department t he di f feren t 

districts into which said Nations should be subdivided . Accom-

panying your said communication is a copy of the map of the 

Creek and Cherokee Nations with the boundaries of the siX dis-

tricts marked thereon , numbered from 1 to 6 inclusive . 

The names of the persons recommended by you f or i ns pectors 

are as follows: 

Horace B. Gray, of Tahlequah , district No . 1, Cheroke e Nati on; 

Baseom P . Rasmus , of Tahle quah , I . T., district No . 2 , Cherokee 

Nation ; 

'Nm. s. Irvin , of Nowata , I . T., district No . 3 , Cher okee Nat i on ; 

m. A. Porter , of Muscogee, distri ct No . 4 , Creek Nat ion; 

Almerine E. McKellop , of Sapulpa , I . T., distr ict No . 5 , Creek 

Nation; 

James Alexander , of Holdenville , I . T., district No . 6 , creek 

Nation. 

You recommend that said persons be appointed a s designa ted 

and that each receive a salary of $50.00 per month, together with 

necessary traveling expenses when away from their homes , including 

forage for teams when traveling over the country attending tore-

aoa 
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u. s. Indian Inspector. June ?, 1899. 

quired duties and using their own horses . 

You :further state that Messrs. Gray and Rasmus are both now 

residents of Tahlequah, and are both highly recommended, and that 

Mr . Rasmus desires to locate permanently in the district ass i gned 

to him. 

You further state tha t you ha ve not been advi s ed wha t s a laries 

have been designated r-or t he Sllp~rv-ls!ng inspe c tors , but that you 

had recommended in a preYious communication on t his subject that 

they be allowed 1, 200 per annum, which should be in addition t o 

their actual and necessary traveli ng expe nses . 

In one or your communica tions it was r ecommended that the 

inspectors receive 1,500 per annum, but in t he e s timate given 

by you for the officers neces s ary to colle c t the r evenue , th e 

salary was recommended a t 1,200, and t hat is the amount that t he 

Department has fixed for e ach of t he superYising i nspe c tors. 

You recommend that the super:vising i nspec tor for the Creek 

Nation have his headquarters at Muscogee, a nd that the one for 

the Cherokee Nation be loca ted a t Sallisaw , or at such other 

point in that Na tion as may be found most des irable . 

You further state that it is impoFt an t t hat t hese inspe c tors 

be assigned to duty as roon as possible, a nd you ask to be advised 

in reference thereto at an early date . 

Your said recommenda tions are a pproved b y t he Department , and 

you will designate the supe rvising inspector ror t he creek Na tion , 

and direct him to make h is he adqua rters a t Musco gee, and you will 

also designate the other inspector to supervise t he ins pec t ors for 

the Cherokee Nation, and for the present make his headquarters a t 

Sallisaw . 
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Your attention is called to the fact that under your recommendation 

said inspectors are paid a monthly salary, and if it shall be found 

that the duties of supervising the collection of the revenue can 

be performed by a less number of officers than those recommended by 

you, a reduction should be made, and of course the services of those 

least efficient should be dispensed wi th. 

Respectfully, 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
1503-99 

Through the Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

Acting Secretary o 

(Endorsed( Union gency # 203, received Jun . 15 , 1899, office or 

u. s . Indian Inspector for Indian Territ~y . Vashington , June 7 , 

1899. Secretary . District revenue inspectors appointedo 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Washington. 

United States Indian InsJectcr 
For the Indian Terri tory, 

Muscogee, Indian Terri tory. 

Sir. 

June 9, 1899. 

Herewith you 11111 find Enclosed a conmunic a tion from 

H.L.Sheldon, of Rock Falls, Illinois, dated the 6th 

instant, making inquir:itJ s relative to the requirement.s 

for the transaction of business by th3 "Modern Woodmen 

of America" in the Indian Terri tory. Said communi oa-

tion is referred to you for consideration a11d appropri-

ate action. 

Ind • Ter • DiT • 
1654-99. 

1 enclosure. 

Through the Commissioner 

ResJ;e o tfully, 

Tho.R.Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

ot Indian Affairs. 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc1 No.208 Received Jun.l7, 1899 Office 
ot U.s .Indian In spec tor far Indian Terri tory. Washington, 
June 9, 1899. Secretar1.----Encloses letter of H.L.Sheldon 
relative to "Modern Woodmen of America". 



DEPARTMENT OF 'IHE lliTERIOR . 

Mr. J. George Wright, 

Indian Inspector, 

Washington. 

Muscogee , Indian Territory . 

Sir : 

J~e 20 , 1899 • 

The appointments of the Revenue Inspectors , HORACE B. GRAY, 

BASCOM P . RASMUS, WILLIAM S . IRVIN , VILLIM~ A. PORTER , ALMERINE 

E. McKELLOP and JAMES H. ALEXANDER , returned by you for the cor-

rection of' clerical error in the title have been duly received . 

The corrections have been made so that in each case the title 

reads "Revenue Inspector", and the commissions are herewith trans -

mitted to you to be delivered to the appointees . 

Very respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan. 

First Assist ant uec . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, # 216, received Jun . 23, 1899 . Office 
of u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ~ashington, 
June 20, 1899. secretary , Transmits Corrected Commissions of 
Revenue Inspectors. 

,~ 



July 11, 1899. 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Sir• 
' 

The Department is in receipt of your letter of July 7 1 

1899, transmitting the r~ort of the United States Indian In­

spector for the Indian Territory and other papers in regard to 

the matter of the refusal of attorneys practicing within one 

Creek Nation to pay the tax of twenty-five dollars prescribed 

by the laws of that Nation. 

Among the p~ers is a communication from Messrs.Hutchings 

and West, attorneys-at-law, Muscogee, Indian Territory, address­

ed to the Indian Agent, and one from a committee repre senting 

the bar association of that town. 

The Creek law in regard to this matter is set forth on ·page 

86 of the Compilation of the Laws of the Muskogee or Creek 

Nation, and provides as follows: 

"Section 246. All persons who are not citizens by blood 
of the Muskogee Nation or Seminole Nation, or ho have not 
been adopted by the Muskogee Nation, and whose names do not 
appear upon the authentic ted citizenship rolls of t he Muskogee 
Nation, who shall desire to engage in business in the Musko­
gee Nation, shall, before doing so, obtain from the United 
States Government license for that purpose; and all persons 
so licensed shall pay to the National Tax Collector, for the 
benefit of the Muskogee Nation, the annual tax hereinafter 
fixed, the same to be paid quarterly, in advance, on t he first 
day of each quarter, beginning January, April, July and 
October of e·ach year. 

All legitimate business houses of whatsoever capacity 
or character, engaged in the sale of all manner of dry goods, 
proTisions, nardware, lumber, drugs or any other article or 
articles known or designated as merchandise shall pay 
annual tax of one-half ·of 1 per cent of the first cost of 
all goods on merchandise introduced into the Nation for trade, 

lfl 

1 o I 
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to be ascertained by personal inspection by the Tax Collector 
of the original invoices of purchase . 

The rate of taxation on all other classes of business shall 
be as follows: 

* * * * * * * * * 
On each lawyer --------------- ~25 .00 
* * * * * * * * * 
Section 247. If any person engaged in any of the classes 

of business enumerated above refuse to pay the tax, he shall be 
reported to the United States Indian Agen t by the Tax collector 
for the enforcement of this law." 

Both in your communication and in that of the Inspector the 

several contentions of these parties are disposed of seriatim 

and very conclusively. 

In an opinion of the Assistant Attorney General of October 

12,1893, it was held that the rights of non-citizen lawyers to 

reside within the limits of the Creek Nation rested upon the 

permission of the Creeks and the United States , and it wa s 

stated that 

"The right, on the part of the Indians, to give such per­
mission implies the right to couple the permission with reasona­
ble conditions, * * * *• The Creek Nation , through its National 
Council, has seen oper to impose a tax , which is not complain­
ed of as unreasonable- upon non-citizen lawyers residing within 
the limits of their country, the effect of which is that , if 
the tax is paid, permission is thereby given tbe taxpayer to 
remain, otherwise the permission is Withdrawn . n 

No law has been passed by Congress since that time that 

would justify any other conclusion, though the parties con­

tend that the authority conferred upon the Department by 

sections 13 and 16 of the Act or June 28, 1898, (30 Stat .,495}, 

•negatives the power of the Department to control or collect 

any other taxes, rents or royalties than those mentioned." 
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The Department has not so recognized it and on July 21, 

1898, it informed you that the Indian Agent at the Union 

Agency should be instructed to collect the revenues due, as 

provided for in section 16 of said Act of June a3, 1898, and 

on July as, 1898, you advised the Agent by telegram as follows : 

"Secretary directs that instructions contained in my letter 
ot July 23rd are to be understood as covering import taxes, 
per capita assessments or other charges upon cattle imposed 
by the laws of the respective tribes upon the basis of such 
laws until otherwise ordered." 

The Inspector states that these instructions have always 

been understood to warrant the collection of all taxes of 

whatever nature imposed by the Creek laws, which were not 

modified by said Act. 

As the Department holds that the permit la s of the Creek 

Nation are valid and t·hat Congress has not repealed t hese 

laws, said attorneys are subject to the penalty for a failure 

to observe the law. 

You state also that you are in receipt of a telegraphic 

report from Inspector ri ght of July 6, 1899, asking that 

he be authorized to "direct Agent to remove traders in 

Chickasaw and Physicians in Choctaw Nation refu_sing to pay 

tribal tax," and stating that nearly all the traders and 

physicians have complied with departmental instructions,. 

except some agitators who ignore repeated notices and advise 

others not to pay. 

You are authorized to give the necessary instructions to 

the United States Indian Agent and the Inspector so that all 

l ) 
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lawyers refusing to pay the tax imposed by the laws of the 

Nation in which they are located, after having received due 

notice of such instructions as you may give , and all traders 

in the Chickasaw Nation , and all physicians in tha Choctaw 

Nation, who refuse after due notice to pay the tribal tax 

mentioned by the Inspector, may be removed. 

The papers received with your letter of July 7 are here­

with returned. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1916-99. 

6 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

Acting Secretary. 



Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFF AffiS , 

Washington. 

J.Gearge Wright, Esq., 

u.s. Indian Inspector, 

Muscogee, I.T. 

Sir: 

JUly 1.5' 1899. 

On receipt of your report of July 1, 1899 , re~ative to the 

permit tax imposed on t he lawyers wit h in the Creek Nation , and 

other persons, not citi ze ns, re si d i ng and doi ng business in that 

and other nations, in t he I ndian Territory, the offi ce on 

July 7, 1899, submitted the mat ter t o the Department With it s 

views and conclusions on the question , in h i ch i t was held 

that the permit laws of t he India n na ti ons in t he Indi an Terri­

tory having been held valid by t he Attorney General and this 

Department, and Congress having by no statute modi f i ed any 

of these laws, and the nations themselves not having repeal ed 

them, they are now in farce and t he par ties liv ing in the 

Indian Terri tory subject to pe rmit taxes, are l i a ble tbe r e f ore . 

I am now in receipt of a letter of June 11, 1899, f ro m the 

Department, returning the papers transmitted with your r eport, 

and concurring in the views submitted by this of fice , i n which 

the office is authorized to give the necessary i ns t r uctions t o 

ltl 



-2-

the u.s.Indian Agent and the Inspector so that all lawyers 

refusing to pay the tax imposed by the laws of tbe nation in 

which they are located, after having received due notice of 

such instructions as shall be given, and all traders in the 

Chickasaw Nation and all physicians in the Choctaw Nation , 

who refuse, after due notice, to pay the tribal tax mentioned 

by the Inspector may be removed. 

Pursuant to Departmental authority, instructions are hereby 

given you, and through you the Indian Agent, in a ccordance ith 

the direction of the Department, that is, to notify tre 

lawyers and traders and physicians described , t.ha t they must 

pay the tribal tax, or suffer removal from the nation in hich 

t~ y may be respectively located. 

A copy of office report of 3uly 7, 1899, and a copy or 
Department letter above mentioned, are herewith enclosed for 

your full information in the premises. 

(K.S.M.) 

P. 

Very respectfully, 

. s .Jones 

Commissioner. 

I o (, 



The Honorable 

Department of' the In-terior, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAffi S , 

Washirgton. 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

cTuly 7, 1899. 

Enclosed, herewith, is a report of cTuly 1, 1899, from 

Inspector Wright, submitting the question as to the collection 

or taxes or permit fees imposed by the laws of tbe Creek a nd 

other nations in the Indian Terri tory upon lawyers, traders, 

etc. Inspector Wright quotes the law of the Creek Nation 

which imposes on lawyers a fee of 25., and states t ha t t he 

attorneys of Mus oogee and other places protest a gainst t he 

collection of' this fee, basing t heir contention on several 

grounds, the first of which is that lawyers are not trader s 

within the neaning of the law which t~ Dep ar"bnent of too 

Interior has undertaken to enforce. It wi 11 be observed 

t.ba t this ground has no application whatever to the ques-

tion, inasmuch as the la.w does not tax lawyers as traders, 

but taxes trem as bel.onging to "other classes of busi ness". 

The second contention is that by the Act of May 2., 1890, 

(26 Stats. ,84), Congress put in force in t.he Indian Terri tory 

sections 406 to 430 of Mansfield's D~est of the laws of 

Arkansas which prescribe an exclusive method by which lawyers 

. can be deprived of their right to practice in the United 

States courts in the Indian Terri tory. 

The third contention is that t~ lawyers are officers of 
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the United States courts. 

The fourth contention is that by providing for the incorpora­

tion of towns in the Indian Terri tory Congress has segregated 

the lands w.ithin the towns from the several Indian tribes, and 

thus taken the residents of tm incorporated towns from under 

the operation of the licensed traders law, and placed them 

exclusively under the jurisdiction, dominion and control of 

the United States government and municipalities established 

in the incorporated towns . 

The fifth contention is that the authority conferred upon 

the Interior Depar'tment in sections, 13 and 16 of too Act of 

June ffi, 1898, conclusively negatives too power of the Depart­

ment to control or collect any other taxes , rents or royalties 

tban those mentioned . Section 13 , as the Departmen t is aware , 

relate.s exclusively to royalties ar i sing from mineral le ases 

made by the Secretary under its provisions , and as sta ted by 

the Inspector, the Department has cons trued section 16 to 

apply to all revenues of wha tever character payable to the 

tribes under their existing laws . 

The sixth contention of the se attorneys is that the penalty 

for not, having a license to trade having been repealed by the 

Act of July 30, 1882, the requirement for a license fell with 

the repeal of the penalty for its enforcement . Inspector 

Vright quotes, in answer to t his contention, section 520 , 

page 95, of the regulations of tbe Indian Office, 1894, which 

seems to meet the conditions exactly. 
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The other contention of the attorneys is that while the 

Interior Department has the right to determine who are practic­

ing attorneys residing in the Creek Nation and for how many 

years they have so resided and practiced law in that nation the 

question of the liability of said attorneys for permit tax 

imposed by the laws of the nation "as a condition of pursu-

ing their profession is a question of law which must be deter­

mined by the courts". 

As hereinabove stated, the first contention of the attorneys 

of Muscogee does not apply to the conditions, inasmuch as 

these parties 'are not held to be traders, and are not taxed as 

traders, but as lawyers. 

As to contention two, what the attorneys say is true enough , 

in so far as their right to ~pear and practice in the courts 

for the United States in the Indian Territory is co ncerned , but 

it does not go to the question un der consideration, which is 

involved in this matter of tax. There is no endeavor on the 

part of the Creek law to impose a condition on any one for a 

recognition of the ri ght to practice his profession in the 

courts, but only to prescribe a tax for the privilege of 

residing i~ the Creek Nation, and this tax is fixed according 

to the business in which the persons seeking the right to 

reside in the nation is engaged. The framers of the Creek 

law by some ~ thod not known to the office, and which is im­

material, ascertained that if licensed traders or any person 

trading in that nation should be taxable at one per cent of 

the cost price of their goods it would be proper, comparing the 
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profits arising from the practice of t he profession of law 

with the profits arising from the sale of goods, t hat all 

attorneys should be taxed at $25 per annum. If a lawyer 

is not permitted to reside in t he Creek Nati on h is right to 

practice law is not interfered with in any degree . A person 

who is a lawyer and a member of the bar of one State doe s not 

by that mere fact have the right to pr actice l aw i n anothe r 

State , and he is required to comply with certain formalities 

to acquire that right, as , for instance, an a ttorne y of the 

bar of the District of Columbia is not en titled to pr act ice 

law in the courts of Maryland until he has been admitted to 

the bar of that State. Forme rly this might have been done by 

the mere motion of a reputable attorney of that bar , but now 

by the statutes of the State of Maryland it is necessary f or 

him to pass an examination for admission . This would not be 

held to be in any manner an interference with his rtght as a 

lawyer to practice his profession , and the second contention , 

therefore, is without f orce. 

The third contention that t he lawyers are officers of the 

courts was dealt with fully in office report of September 20 , 

1893, on which the Assistant Attorney General for this Depart­

ment rendered his opinion, dated October 12, 1893, which was 

transmitted to this office with t he approval of the Department 

in letter dated October 16, 1893. 

The fourth contention deals with a question which t he 

Department, in its letter of March 4, 1899, has already 

rendered its opinion upon, viz., that the incorporation of 
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towns in these nations changed the status of the land and 

relieved persons within the corporate limits of liabilities 

to permit tax under the treaties between t he Indians and the 

United States and t he statutes of t he respective nations. 

Aside from what the Department has already said on that 

question, the office is at a loss to know how the incorpora­

tion ot a town within the exterior limits of a nation can 

change the liabilities of the · inhabitants of such town living 

within such nation . It would be almost as reasonable to say 

that the Congress of the United States can pass a law t axing 

the inhabitants of ashington who live in rented houses , but 

cannot tax t h e inhabitants of the city who have purchased 

and own their houses. This contention seems to t he office 

to have grown out of the misapprehension of the parties 

as to the situation. They seem to think that the status of 

the particular tract of land on which the party resides is t he 

important element in this question . This is not true . The 

permit laws of the Creek Nation have always been held by t h is 

Department to be valid . There has been no act ion by Congress 

which would repeal those l aws, and the nation itse1f has not 

repealed them. Here is a law in force within a prescribed 

territory. It is immaterial as to the status of the tract 

on which the person subject to this law resides in that 

territory. So long as such person is within the territory he 

is liable to the exactions of the law. 

As to the fifth contention, as stated above , section 13 applies 

only to a peculiar c1ass ar royalties arising under contracts 

contemplated to be made by the Secretary of tbe Interior, and 
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the Department has already in letters of July 21 and 28, 1898, 

considered section 16 to apply to all classes of revenues 

collectible under t~ laws of the nations in the Indian Terri­

tory. 

The sixth contention of these at torneys is without force 

because while Congress has repealed the penalty of 500 for 

trading without a license from the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs in accordance ith the statutes, it has not repealed 

and does not relieve the person trading in the Indian Terri tory 

from the permit laws of the several nations, and those laws 

are in force in full effect and all persons coming within their 

provisions are liable for the tax assessed , or must suffer 

removal as an intruder in the Indian country under section 

2147 and section 2149 of the Revised Statutes . This conten­

tion, however, does not apply to this case , as the parties 

who are defending themselves in the papers submitted with Inspe . ... 

otor •right's report are not traders , but are professional 

men, and taxed in a separate special class. 

The seventh and last contention submitted by these attor­

neys is really to the effect that whe t her or not lawyers are 

liable to pay a permit tax is a question of law for determina-

tion by the courts. hile this may be true, still the 

Department has the duty imposed upon it to execute the statutes 

ot the United States as construed by it, and if any one should 

feel aggrieved at the action of this Department the courts are 

open to them, by injunction, or otherwise, to contest the law. 

171 
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I am firmly of tre opinion fuat these attorneys in the 

Creek Nation and t~ non-citizens trading in tbat nation, or 

in Sly other of the nations of the Indian Terri tory; are 

liable for the tax impcsed upon them res:tectively, according 

to the local law, and I recommend that the Department author­

ize this office to instruct the u.s.Indian Agent to collect 

from all lawyers the permit tax prescribed by the statutes 

of the nation in which they rm..y be located, in accordance 

with such statutes, and to remove from the Ind:i.B.n Terri tory 

all such as refuse to pay the same. 

In connection with this rratter the of:fice .has received a 

telegraphic report from Ins~ctor right, dated at Muscogee , 

July 6, 1899, as follo s: 

"Reconnm nd I be ru thorized to direct Agent to remove 
traders in ChickBsaw and physicians in Choctaw Nation refus-
ing to pay tribal tax. See De par tne nt letters March 
fourth am thirteenth on subject.. Nearly all have complied 
except sone few agitators who ignore repeated not ices and 
advise others not to pay. Am conVinced removal of several 
irresponsible parties can be easily accanplismd and Will 
have desired effect. Tribal au thor itie s make repeated re-
quest for their ran oval. Answer". 

From the statements in this telegran I an of t.ble· opinion 

that the continued residence of tm pers:>ll3 described therein 

in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nati ons w:> uld be de trimental to 

the peace and welfare of tm Indians, and therefore recommend 

tba t the Depar 1men t grant au thor it y for ne to remove a11 

such as are described by Inspector ¥righ~. 

Very respectfully, 
Your ooedient servant, 

W.A. Jones, 
·cmnmissione r. 



The Honorable, 

Union Agency , 
Muscogee , I . T. July 3rd , 1899. 

The Asst . Treasurer of the United States , . 

Saint Louis, Mo . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith my official check 

No. 170727, payable to your order for 181.95, the same being 

the unexpended balances of Public funds to my off icial credit 

at the close of the fiscal year ending June 30, 1899 . Please 

place the proceeds of this check to the credit of the Tr easurer 

of the United States . 

I also send you with this letter St. Louis exchange for 

5,080.29, payable to your order for d~posit to my off icial 

creiit as United States Indian Agent and subject to my check 

only in that capacity. 

There is also inclosed my official check Bo. 170728, pay­

able to your order for 5,080.29, the same being royalties coll­

ected by me for the Nations named below: 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nationa 

Cherokee Nation 

Creek Nation 

$3;504. 02 

1 , 527 . 24 

49 . 03. 

I would be pleased to haYe you place the proceeds of t h is 

last memtioned check to the credi t of the Treasurer o f the un-
ited States for the lations named . 

Please forward me the usual certificates of deposit . 

Very respectfully, 
Approved: J.Blair Shoenfelt, U. S. Ind . · gt. 

J.Geo.Wright, u.s. Ind. Insp . 

(~ndorsed) Union gency Press Book # 3 , Letter # 373, Muskogee . 

I ( 



Union Agency , 

Muscog ee , I . T., 

July 11th , 1899 . 

Mr. A. A. Doherty , 

Aus tin , I . T . 

Sir :-

I am in receipt of your letter d ated July 8 th, i n which you 

state that th3 Kansas , Oklaho:rra , Centra l Wld out h estern R. R. 

Co ., are building their road through your farm and des troyi ng 

your land , und you ask to be adVised L'lh a t steps you should t a ke 

to procure damages. 

ssuming that the R. R. Co . above r eferre d to .bave a cquire d 

the requisite authority fro m the Honora ble ec r e t .ary of the Inte r ­

ior to construct said r ailroad, you are i nfo ed t hat se c t i on 

3 of tbe act of Congress of March 2nd , l 89 9 , i n part provides ; 

"Before any railroad sha ll be constructed through any l and , 

claim or i mprovement mld by ir.divi dua l occupant s or al lottees 

in pursuance o'f any treaties or Jaws of t he Unit e d S t at es , compe n­

sation shall be made to such occupant or a llottee f or all pr operty 

to be taken or damage do~ by re a son of the c onstruction of such 

rai lroa d. " 

And further declares t ha t in case of f a ilure to make an a mic abl e 

settlement with such occupant or allottee , such compensat i on 

shall be determined by three disintere s te d r efer ee s to be ap ­

pointed by the Secretary of the Interior and should the r e f erees 

be unable to agree any tvJO of them are authorized to make t he a -

ward, and either party being dissatisfied with too finding of the 
--press book no . 3 . le tter 499 . 
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referees with the court to abide the jud gment thereof , and the 

R. R.Co. may then enter upon the J?rop3rty sought to be condemned 

am proceed with the cons true ti on of said rail\ ay. 

It ~uld therefore seem that tbe above a ct of Co~ress pro­

vides a plain r eroody and you should have no difficulty in 

establishing your rights , · nd it might be ell for you to notify 

the R. R.Co., against whom you co mplain, tha t you desire to have 

referees appointed to appra ise and estimate the va lue of the Jand 

which they propose to take and occupy for their right of ey , and 

in cas e of failure on the part of said .R. co. to grant your 

request, it wo uld be well for you to consult a co mpetent l aw er 

who could advise you hov. to pr ooeed further in t he matter . 

This office has no jurisdiction over the matter further tha n 

to advise you as a Cherokee citi zen , as to the la ; gov e rning 

the rights of ~y by . R. os . through Indian eservations . 

Approved ; 

J .Geo. ,ri ght, 

U • S • Ind ian Ins p e c tor • 

Very respectfully , 

J . Blair hoenfel t 

U. s . I nd i an gent • 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book no . 3-lett~r 499 page 500- --­

uskosee,Oklahoma. 



Un i on enc y , 

r~ usc a gee , Ind . Te r ry , July 12 , 18 99 

The Honor able, 

The Asst . Tr eas . of' the United tates , 

Sain t Louis , i ssour i . 

Sir : 

I have t he honor to state that under date of t h e 5 th i nstant , 

the Honorable Commissioner of Indi an Affairs caused t o issue a 

requisition i n my f avor for 50 , 000 . 00 , t he same to be. p laced 

to my of'ficia l credi.t wi th you . 

Kindly a dv ise me by rire ilhen t he same has been p l ace d to 

my c~edit . 

Approve d J . Geo . , ri ght 

U. S . Indian I nspec t or . 

Very re spec tf'ully , 

J . Blair hoenfel t 

u •• Indian Agent . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Okla homa . Pr ess Book ·,4 ,. IY iscel­
laneous lette rs from Agent . 



Musk ogee , I . T. 

July 22 , ].8·9~ 

Hon . Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

Washington , D. C • 

Si r : 

Your letter {"A''l899) of July 17 re ferring to my cash account 

for the 2nd fraction of the 4th quarte r , 1899 , has been received . 

I offer the following explanations t o t he exteptions : 

Voucher 2 . Traveling expenses . Telegram to Commissioner May 

Explanation: At the time of sending the telegr am I m d no 

book of instructio ns , and knew no better than to pay f or the 

message and charge it in my a ccount, 

Voucher 1 . Per diem~ 7 days . 

Explanation: The pe riod covered by t hese includes ay 18 ., 19 , 

22 , 23 , 24 , 25 & 26 . 

On May 23 , I visited Eufaula (see voucher 2- traveling expenses ). 

May 22 , I vi sited Col . Orphans Home (vouc her 2 } . 

The other 5 days I went in company it h Supt . Benedi c t , to v isi i 

5 different boarding schools . 

he paid the living bi 11. 

I had not r ece ived any funds ; hence 

Voucrer 3 . Per diem 14 days . 

This tim3 , includes ray 31 and June l t o 13 i nclusive . on 

May 31 e.nd June l , I called on school Supt . Creek Nation and 

contr actors to arrange to make trip to inspect boarding schools , 

repairs meded . 

33. 
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From June 2 to June 21 inclus ive I visited six boarding 

"schools (see voucmr 4, traveling expenses) . 

Vouc her 5. Per diem 9 days. 

The following days are included i n this period . 

June 14. 

June 15. 

June 16. 

eported to contra ctors of "Inspection trip . " 

Visited Harrel Institute . 

Inspected ufaula (vouche r 6 ) High Se hool. 

June 22 . Inspected neighborhood school~ . (vouche r 6 . ) 

J ·une 2 6 , 27 & 28 , visit ed neighborhood schools in vicinity 

of Eufaula . (see voucher 6.) 

June 29 & 30 , held Teachers xamina tion a t Harrell I nstitu te . 

Voucher 7. Pe r diem 10 days . 

Expl anation : These 10 days include t he time fro m Apr . 28 to 

May 15 inclusive (not included in other vouchers) . Duri ng t h is 

time I was a t ruscogee acquaintir:g myself with too school situation 

in th:l Creek Nation; had not yet made mscogee my he a dqua rters . 

My f emily did not oome to 1us cogee till the 16th of Ma y . 

My living expenses were as great as they would be .any where 

in too field. Since my f amily i s here I consider uscogee my 

headquarters and have kept my pe r diem a ccount a c cordingly. 

I trust the foregoir.g e:xplanations are satisfactory. 

Very respectfully , 

Calvin Ballard . 

Supv . & Spl . D •• 
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37816- 1900 

Depar1ment at the Interior, 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFF .AIRS , 

Washi:r:gton , August 4 , 1900 . 

J . George ·vrtght , Esq., 

U. S . Indian In~ectar· 

far Indian Terri tor y , 

Mus ccgee , I . T . 

Sir : 

T~ office is in receipt of your telegram of Augus t 3 , 1900 , 

in which you requested to be :tmrnish3 d wit h t.l:e addresses of tre · 

officials of t~ mw railroa ds xoontio·ned in Depariment letter 

o~ July 26 , 1900 . 

In reply , you are advised t m t tbe addresses of' the officials 

of s a1 d mw roads with whom t .his of fice. corre sponds are as follows : 

J . H. Atterbury , Esq., Secretary St ,Louis , Oklahoma and 
Southern Railroad Company , Litchfield , Illinois . · 

H. B. Dexter , Esq., President Sha wnee, Oklahoma and Mis sour i 
Coal and Railway Company, Shawnee , Oklahoma . 

J . M. Bayless , Esq., President Arkansas and Oklahoma Railroad 
Company, Eent on ville , Arkansas . 

S8Dl H. West , Esq., GeneraL Attorney Arkansas 8lld Choctaw 
Rai.lrcad Company, S t . Louis , Missouri . 

Charla s C. Godmm , Esq., President Arkansas We stern Railroad 
Company , Waldron, Al:kansas . 

George H~den , Esq., President Fort Smith and estern Rail­
road Company , Ishpeming , Michigan . 

Very respectfully·, 

A. C. Tonner 

Acting Commissiore r . 
G. A. W.(L' e) 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 976 Received Aug . 7 , 1900 Office of 
U. S . Indian Inspector for Imian Terri tory. Wash ington, August 
4 , 1900 , Cormnis si one r .----Addresses of offi c ie.l.s of ne. w 
r ailroads in Ind . Ter . 



D E P .n. R T !'Z E N T 0 F THE I N T E R I 0 R • 

OFFICE F U. S . INDI 11 ~ I NSP:!IiJ'IDR . 
~·' OR 

INDIA \T TERRI'!'ORY . 

Musco ge e , Ind . T., 

Se p t . 23 , 1 89 9 . 

The Honorable 

Sir : 

Comptroller of the Trea sur y , 

·/ashing ton , D. c. 

Referring t o state ~nt of differences (Sett . 241 62) of 

the Auditor of the Inter.ior Department in t h e settlement of my 

cash ac count as Indian Inspector and Spe ci a l Di sbursing ~'~-gen t 

under bond dated pr il 27 , 1896 , wh erein c erta in disallo \vances 

of your office , a s shown by your certif icate o f d i fferences upon 

revision , da ted Oc tober 31 , 1898 , are still suspended , a l though 

specific authority o f the Ho norab l e J ecre tary of the Interior ha s 

been obtained , and \~herein I am ad vised th a t the considerat ion 

of these items i s beyond the jurisdiction o f the Honor able .nud-

i tor , but thc.l t appe a l ma y be made to you , I now have the honor 

to respectfully appea l f rom the ruling of the ·udi tor for the 

Int erior Department in suspending items amounting t o ~p26 . 55 , as 

per itemized st at ement herewith . 

I also enclose herewith a co py of my explanat i ons to 

these suspensions in reply to stutement of dif ferences (Sett . 

19737) of the ~uditor . 

As ground for this a ppeal, I res pe c tfully b · t su m1 cop ies 

\ y \ 
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ot the authDDity gr anted by the Honorab l e Secre ta r y of the I nte r -

ior covering t he s e expenditure s , and i nasmuch as a l l ~ere in-

curred in t ra ve ling e xpenses vhile on of f ic i a l bus i ness in con-

nection with t he I n di an Service , under orders of the Depart ent , 

I respectfully a s k that the s e be all owed , t he expens es being 

necessary to compl y with orders from t he Honorable Secre ta r y of 

t he Inter i or and expenditure aut hor i zed by him a s s ho wn by co pies 

of letters f rom hi m submi t ted here with . 

Very respec tfully , 

J . Geo . ·!ri ght . 
U. S . I I HbP ru ·ro R. 

\ 'Y 

(Endorsed) Union .Lgency # 21 Answers t o .JJxception s J . Geo . ~~ r ight . 
I ndian I nspector '"" epternber 22 , 1899 . ( xpense:s - - Compens a ti on ) . 
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EXPLANATIOIS to exceptions an d disallowances taken in the off ice 

Vou. 5. 

Vou. l . 

of t he Auditor for the Interior De par t ment , and t he 
Comptroller of the Treasury , in t e settle ent of 

the cash ace ount of J . George Jr i gh t , U . • Indian 

Ihspector , and Special i sbursi ng Agent , fr om 

June? , 18 6 , to June 30 , 189 , unde r bond dated 

pri l 2? , 1 896 . 

Disallo 'Jed by Comp t ro ller on revision , as pe r his 

certi f i cate da ted c t ober 31 , 18 8 , appea l ~ rom 

AUdi tor ' s decisi on no t a llowing after authority of 

Secre ta ry of Interior be i ng furnished , he rewith en ~ 

closed . 16 . 45 

Lst uarter , 1899 . 

treet ca r fare . 
here rith enclosed . 

ppeal to omptroll er 

Street c ar f c re - ashington . ppe a l to 

Comptroller here i th enc lo sed . 

Street car f are - Chicago . 1ppea l to Comp-

6 . 50 

1 . 60 

troller herewith enclosed . 2 . 00 
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Vous . 
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3rd ~uart e r , 1899 . 

Tr aveling exnenses . 

dated , s UB pend e d 

n account of conflicting 

er t i f ic ate of Ins :pe ctor herewith 

~8 . 27 

inclosed showi ng error i n da t es caused b y destruction 

of sub- vouchers ; request all o an ce of this item. 

Di ff eren ce i n R. R. fare , Juscogee to fashington , 

suspended . 6 . 70 

Ans : Authorit y o f the Department t o proceed 

to p l a ces in t he ndian Ter r i tory , or elsewhere , 

da ted riug . 17 , 1898 , hereto attached ; trip to 

Ka ns as Ci ty made under this au t h0ri ty on off icial 

busines s comnected wi th Indian Terri tory matters . 

Afte r l eaving Kansa s Ci t y the mos t direct route to 

Ua sh i ng t on i s via Chicago . ,J ould therefore respect­

f ully r e ques t removal of th~s suspens ion . 

Bus fare , Kansas City , de pot t b hote l and return . lo GO 

Ans : Ne ces s ar y t o go to hotel during s tay in 

Kansa s Ci t y in or der to transa c t off icia l bus i ness 

in t he ci ty , under authority abo ve referred to . 

&&&&~&&&:L ( x..:., 

I certify , on honor , t ha t t he a bove and f orego i ng explana­

tions are true and correct , and would res pectfully request t he 

removal of the suspensi ons . 

Mu cogee , I . T., uep t . 23 , 1899 . 
J . G. ;J r i ght . u.s .rrm. • Insp . 



Mus co gee , Indi an Terri tory . 

Sept ember 23 , 1999 . 

I certify , on honor , that trave l ing expenses shown under 

dates of Decer®er lo and 16 , 18 8 , by voucher No . 8 , 3rd quarter , 

1899 , were a ctually incurred on ecember 17 and 18 , 18 8 , the 

da tes h a ving been erronious l y given in sa id voucher . 

I further certify that t h is error was caused by t he des -

truction of all sub - vouchers covering this expense by f ire , as 

shown by cer t i f icate attached to s a id voucher . The voucher for 

t he team was duplicated af ter the orig i nal was destro yed , and the 

same error made . 

Inasmuch as I was actuaJ. l y enroute to de oka , and return , 

December 13 to 16 , 1898 , and as I i mmed i ately fo llowed the trip 

by one to Ft . Smith , as shown by voucher 8 , and as both trips 
, 

were actually made on offici a l business , I would res pectf ully r e ­

quest that the allowan ce ( is) of 8 . 27 on a ccount of conflicting 

dates be removed . 

J . G. eo • . 1righ t . 

U. • Indian I spe c tor . 

21 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Washington . 

December 12, 1899. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

For the Irdi an Terri tory, 

Muscogee, Indian Terri tory. 

The Department is in receipt of your communication 

of the 1st instant, in which reference to made to (Sic) the 

applications for leasing mineral lands in t~ Creek and Cherokee 

nations, which have not been acted upon by the Department , and 

you state that a bout a year ago you Ylere au thor ized by the 

DeJE.r1Dent to penni t citizens of said nations to mine coal upon 

lands in their possession far their own use without requiring 

them to pay any royalty, and also to ~ rmi t them to supply t be 

local towns in the vicinity ar their residerees by paying a 

royalty of ten cents per ton, the rate of royalty prescribed in 

formal leases, and t hat said parties were not required to enter 

into formal leases for a term of years where trey had furnished 

evidence that they were citizens of the nation and were in actual 

possession and occupying too lands on which they desired to mine 

cce.l. You also report that om John Bullette, a Delaware 

Indian, who had previously procured a lease f'rom the Cherokee 

Nation to mine mal in a certain locality had submitted an 

applica t1 on for a renewal of said lease for a term of fifteen 

years under the provisions of section 13 of the Act of Congress 

spproTed June 28, 1898 (30 Stat .,495}; that the tribal authorities 
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protested against the issuance of a formal lease, but stated to 

you that they had no objection to permitting Bullette to mine 

coal on the tract which be had hitherto used for the purpose of 

supplying the local demnds of a railroad company in that 

section of country. You state that you have given said Bullette 

permission to procure coal, under a temporary permit , without 

entering into a formal lease, said permit to be subjec t to cancel-

lation at any time. You further report that one v. s . Edwards , 

a citizen of the .Cherokee Nation, has made a similar request to 

supply a railroad in the process of construction in his locality; 

that said request TIE t the approval of the Pr incipal Chief of the 

Cherokee Nation, upon the condition that neither Edwards nor 

Bullette should interfere i th tm claims or improvezoon ts of 

any citizen residing in that vicinity . You also state t ha t 

certain communications from Messrs. John F . French , J . s . Davenport , 

and Pevehouse and King , protesting against the issuance of 

leases to the Horsepen Coal Company have reference to said 

applications of Mr .Edwards , who had requested that the five leases 

applied for should "be made in the name af the Horsepen Coal 

Company". You request that your a ction in the matter be 

approved and that you be au tilorized to penni t t.te said John 

Bullette Sid w. s . Edwards to procur-e coal am furnish the railroads 

With their local dEID.ands, without en:tering into formal leases , 

such permits to be of a temporary ch ~ racter and subject to 

cancellation at any tine • .:ou 1' t ·:er request th at said 

letters of protest . be returmd to you , far further consideration , 

1.n order to protect the rights of tre protestants in t~ 

premises. 

The Commissioner or Indian .A:ffairs on the ?th instant 

'1 
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forwarded yo ur said connnunication and t~ inclosures with tre re-

com.u:nend a ti on that your action be approved , and that a royal. ty of 

ten cents per ton be paid by the parties mining coal under said 

permits. 

Your reco mmendation , concurred in by t~ Commissioner 

of I n di an Affairs , is approved , and you are authorized to i s sue 

said permits upon the conditions st ated , namely ; that they rray be 

revoked at any time in . the discretion of the Secretary, and that 

each pa rty sha~l pay a royalty of ten cents r:er ton as prescribed 

in t he general regulations . 

Said papers are returned here ·with as requested by you , 

and a c opy of the report of the Commissioner of Indian Affairs is 

al.so inclosed . 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
3606-1899 . 

20 Incs. 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hit chco ck . 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agen c y No . 462 Re ce i ved De c .19 , 1899 Office 
at U. S.Indi an Inspe c tor for Indian Te rritory . ashington , Dec . 
12, 1899 . aecretary.----Relative to coo1 p3rmits in t.be Cherokee 
Nati on.----



To the Honorable Co mmis si on to tbe 

Five Civilized Tr ibes , 

1 uscogee , I . T. 

Dear Gi r a : 

Ardmor e Ind . Te r . 

De c . 13/ 99 

Havi ng r e ceived yo ur letter of t he 15th of last month , I 

discovered the fact t hat I omitted some questions of some i mport -

ance and you nill please excuse ,e for troubli ng rou again in 

regard to t he s ame . The quest ions are as f ollo s • 

• 1. as a non¥ citizen d1o occup y ' s a lease , t he rieht of 

re nting the s ame to ano t her non- citizen and co llect t he rents 

t 1ereof? 

A. l . i~o • 

• 2 . Can a ci t i zen en ter on land not cla i med by any one , make 

rental con tr c ts ~ ith non citizens af t er Jan 1/l 00 and collect 

rent s thereof? 

A. 2 . Yes , i f co t r a c ts are made for proper prop or t i onate share , 

in triplic ate , and for arded to th is com..11 is s i on d thereafter 

approved by t he ecy • 

• 3 . Has an y citizen t he r ight to ent er upon land on hi ch the 

original le asor has f a iled t o ap pear to ke contracts for 1900? 

. e ha ve a class of people here \ho thr eade n (Si c} to burn 

up and destro y e vo r y th i ng , t k i fl oor s out of houses , tck i ng 

Wire off of fenc es a d auling of f the rails an d selling them if 

they are compelled to give up their l ease s . They claim that 

heir l a: yers a dv1s e d them , t ha t the y have a ri gh t t o do thi s , 
'15'11 . 



- 2-

is there no remedy to stop t his ? 

Thanki ng you kindly i n advan ce for an earl y answer and for 

pas t favors . I r emai n-

As a gene r al pro pos i ti on-~. The or i g i nal lessor must 

be Biven ample time to appe ar and r e cla i m his property . 

espe ctfu lly , your humble Servant , 

c. F . Ebisch . 

dmo re , I . T. 

No . 75'11 
{Endor sed } C o~ · issi on to ive Tribes , r e ceived e c . l4 , 18 9 .Ebi sch , 
c. F . Ardmore , I . T. 12/13/ - - --Can non- citizen sub- rent and col ­
lect r ental . Can c i ti zen se tt l e on l and not cl i med , and r ent 
same :fter Jan . 1 \li t h non- cit iz ens where ori gi na l l e ssor ha s 
t ai l ed to appear , has any citi zen r ig ht t o ent er?----



7-001. 
Tweltth Census 

ot the 
United State s . 

D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Census Offic e , 

vashington, D. C., 
December 13 , 1899 . 

WFW 

T~ Honorable: 

T~ Secretary of t~ Interior . 

Sir: 

In reply t o your letter of the 12th instant , addressed 

to t he Dir e cto r of ihe Census , and by him referred to n:e , I 

have t he honor to inform you tila t William H. Darrough , of 

Wyandotte, Crawfcrd County , has been appointed Sup3 rvisor 

of Census i n I nd ian Territai:'y and Will locate at Muskogee . The 

Terri tor y ha s been di vided by our geographer into 169 enumera­

tion dis t ric t s end for each of these an enumerator will be 

appointed on cons ul tation i th the Supervisor . Each enumerator 

will b e cha r ged w.1 t h reporting the number of residents in his 

district, distingui shing Indians , whites and negroes , and , in 

genera l, the Twelfth Census Will treat the Indian Territory as 

it does adjacen t parts of t -OO Uni ted States . 

Very respectfully , 

Fred . H. ine s , 

Assistant Director . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen c.y No.473 Received Dec. 26 ,1899 Office 
of U.S .Indian Inspe ctcr for Ind ian Terri t ory. lashington , 
Dec.l9,1899, Secre t ary.----Tr ansmit s ro py of l etter from Asst . 
Director of Census.----

I I 



Copy of Le t t ers sen t 
parties , De c. 23 , 1899 
Rel ates to estimating 
Pi ne timber . 

Apprai se r i n Charge , 

Dear ir : 

Ant lers , Ind. Ter. De c . 23 , 1899 . 

I n t he to vms or th of this l ocali ty there is said to be 

pine t i mber of c ommercial value , and a car eful estimate of all 

such t i mbe r must be ma de , to compl y with the rules adopt ed for 

gr ading an appr ai s i ng t he lands and ti mber . 

I n or der to do t h is in a systematic and uniform manner , t he 

follo i ng meth od s ~ill be f o l l o ed . 

The appra isers r i ll determine t he l ocation of such t imber 

by for ty acre trac ts . 

Acter f i nding t he pr ope r limits of each forty a cre t ract 

havi ng such timbe r upon it , they 'li ll separa te , each one t aki ng 

a forty acre tract or l ess , s they may fin d conv enient for doing 

the work r apidly and c orrectly , and each · one ~ill count t he trees 

on t he portion assigne d him and 1ill i nc lude all p ine trees t hat 

have a diameter of eight (8 ) i nc hes , four t ee n (1 4) feet bove t he 

s t ump or l a r ger . 

They ill es timate the mean di ame t e r of a ll trees counted by 

t hem , taki ng one half of t he s um of the top and obbom diameters , 

and wi l l estimat e t he lengt h of t he mar ketable l ogs in each tree 

by even nwnbers of fee t , begi nni ng lit h fourtee n (14 ) feet and 

addi ng to that length t o feet i n suc ce ssion unt il t he entire 

l ength of t he l og in e ach tree is e xpr e s se d in one l og of an even 

e :>o . 
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number of f e e t i n l ength and t he mean diameter of t he nhole log 

will be g i ven , the shortest log to be fourteen feet i n length , 

a s f ollo ·1s for example : 

Description. I . '' • 1 / 4 of rr. E . 1/4 Se c.- - - - T . - - --8 . R.---- · . 

No of trees Length ~ean Di - ro . Feet Remarks . . Fee t eter . 
• . . . Inc e s • . . 

n:u. 111 . 4 . g . . . . 
111 . 16 24 • . . 
IHJ..~ 1 . 28 . 10 . . 

. . . . 
&c . &.c . 

Af t e r t he trees or logs on a forty acre tra ct a re co unte d , 

each appraiser 1ill compute the numbe r of feet estimate d b y h i m, 

and a l l t be em6rand co nnected \ · th tbe e st i ma t e mus t be t ur ned 

over to the clerk of t e c pt . 

The lan ds 7ill be gra ded according to sche dule and t he t ot a l 

amount of ti mber estima t e d on e a ch tra ct vTill be noted in t he 

r emar ks . 

Tbe clerk will r eport reekly a s i ndic t e d i n form .r72 . 

(End orsed ) Union Agency r:-o . 8 050. "Copios"----Letters of Hon • 
• D. Kenyon t o f i eld parties .---- (reg ... rding the a 1) raising of lan ds 

and timb e r).----



D E PA R T M ENT O F TH E I NT E R I OR , 

Was hi ngton. 

United States Indian Inspector 

For the Indian Terri tory , 

Mus cogee , Ind. Te r . 

Sir: 

Decembe r 23 , 1899 . 

The Dep ar12nen t is in receipt of your c ommun i cati on of t be 

4th instant, sub mitti ng fo r oo nside rat ion a n d approval "together 

With such modi f ica ti ons or changes as may be deemed desira ble a 

'notice to noncitizen renter s ' now . in the I ndian Terri t ory and 

oo cupying lands belonging to citizens of the respective nations 

under form er lease s , whic h unde r t h e pr ovis i ons af t he act of 

Congress approved J ure 28 , 1898 become vo i d on Janua ry 1 , 1900. 

You state fuat t h e objec t of t his not ice is to acquai nt all i n-

terested parties with t he pr ovisions "of t h is a c t givi ng t he m due 

notice th at tre y will b e r e qu ired to v a ca t e such lands on 

January 1,1900 in order th at t m s ame may be al l ot ted to citizens 

of the resp ec ti ve na. ti ons." 

T~ Com.mis siore r of I nd ian Affair s forwarde d your s a id 

communication on the 9th instant, and st at es , " the office is of 

the opinion that proper not ice sho uld b e g iven non-citizen 

renters in the Indian Te r ri tory that t h e y wi l l be required to 

vacate the land now occupied by t hem on ar be f ore January 1 , 1900, 

and as it seems that tre form enclos e d herewit h Will ser ve t h e 

purpose the matter is respectfully submitte d fo r such acti on as 

the Department may deem proper in t he prem is e s." 

I~ 
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The notice transmitted is as follows: 

"Notice to Non-Citizen Renters. 
Notice is hereby given to the parties i n possession of 

lands in the Indian Territory holding possession of the same 
under an agreement with any member of any of the respective 
tribes that section 23 of t he act of Congress approved June 28 , 
1898, reads as follows : 

That all leases of agricultural or grazing land belong­
ing to any tribe made after the first day of January,eighteen 
hundred and ninety-eight, by the tribe or any member t hereof 
shall be absolutely void, and all such grazi~ leases made ­
prior to said date shall terminate on the firs t day of April , 
eighteen hundred and ninety-nine, and all such agricultural 
·1e ases shall terminate on January first , nineteen hundred; 
but this shall not prevent individuals from leasing t he ir 
allotments when made to them as provided in this Act , nor 
from occupying or renting their proportionate shares of the 
tribal lands until the allotments herein provided for are 
made. 

Referring to that part of tm above section which p ro­
vides that individuals may lease their allotments when made to 
them or may occupy or rent t heir proportionate shares of the tri bal 
lands until tbe allotrren ts provided for are made , it is considered 
by the Department that such rent of proportionate shares of 
individuals (Sic) citizens applies only to citizens in actual 
possession of lands or their pro rata share or wh o have a certi­
ficate of p ossessi on from the Commission to the ive Civilized 
Tribes. 

All persons are therefCllr'e hereby respectfully 
notified that they will be expected and required to relinquish 
possession of said lands on January 1, 1900, at which time all 
lands not al.ready selected and occupied by citizens will be 
considered vacant and subject to allotment or selection by 
maabers · of any tribe for allotment. 

All persons being non-citizens in possession of such 
lands shall make preparation to vacate the same by January .J... ' 1900 . 

Any desired 1nrormation concerning the further leasing 
of lands in the Indian Terri tory can be procured by communicating 
With the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes and any other 
desired information on the subject should be addressed to the 
u.s.Indian Inspector for the Indian Terri tory . 

{Signed) J . Geo . Wright 

U.S.Indian Inspector for Ind . Ty . 

Your -at tent ion is called to the fact that no reference 

is made to section 3 of said act of Jum 28, 1898, and especially 

to t~ proviso thereto, which reads as follo ' S: 
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Section 3. That said c our ts are hereby g i ven jurisdiction 
in their respective districts to try c as e s aga i nst t hose who may 
claim to hold as memb ers of a tribe and whose membership is de ­
nied by the tribe, but who c on t inue to hold said lands and tene­
ments notwithstanding the objection of the tribe ; and if it be 
found upon trial that the same are held unlawfully against the 
tribe by those claiming to be members t here of, and t be membership 
and right are disallowed by the commission to the Fi ve Tribes , 
or the United States court, and the judgment has become final , 
then said court shall cause the par ties charged vl.i. th unlawfully 
holding said posse ssions to be removed from the same and cause 
the lands and temments to be restored to the person or persons 
or nation or tribe of Indians entitled to the possess ion of the 
s~e: Provided always, That any person .being a noncitizen in 
possesslon of lands,=nolding the possess i on thereof under an 
agreement, lease, o r improvement contract with either of said na­
tions or tribes, or any citizen thereof , executed prior to Janu­
ary f irst, eighteen hundred and ninety- eight , may , as to the 
lands not exceeding ·in amount one hundred and sixty acres , in de ­
fense of any action f or the possession of said lands show that he 
is and has been in peaceable possession of such lands , and that 
he has vtlile i n such possession made lasting and valuable im­
provements t he reon, and that he has not enjoyed the possession · 
thereof a sufficient length of time to compensat e him for such 
improvements. Thereupon the court or jury trying said cause 
shall determine the fair and reasonabl e value of such improvements 
and the fair and reasonable rental value of such lands for the 
time the same shall have been occupied by such person , and if 
the improvements .exceed in value the amount of rents with which 
such persons should be charged the court , in its judgment , shall 
specify such time as Will , in the opinion of the court , compen­
sate such p erson for the balance due , and award him possession 
for such time unless the amount be paid by claimant Within such 
reasonable time as t he court shall. specify. If the finding be 
that the amount of rents exceed the value of the i mprovements, 
judgment shall be rendered against the defendant for such sum , 
for which execution may issue. 

The Depariment has uniformly ruled that this secti-on must 
be administered by t.be courts, and not by th3 Department . 

Your further attention is invited to that portion of said 

notice in the third paragraph, wh ic h states: "It is considered 

by t.OO Departmen.t tilat such rent of' proportionate shares o·f indi­

viduals citizens applies only to citizens in a ctual possession 

of lands or their pro rata share or who have a certificate of 

possession from the Commission to the Five Ci'Vi ilized Tribes ." 



-4-

The language quoted contains no limitation as to tre amount "of 

lands" in actual possession of a citizen of said nation , and the 

Departaent is of the opinion that the notice should be amended 

by striking out the word "or" after the word "lands" and insert­

ing the word "of" in lieu t hereof, and at the end of the para­

graph on the first page insert . " This notice is not intended to 

infringe upon any rights that parties may have under the proviso 

to section 3 of said act or June 28, 1898". 

Herewith you will find inclosed the form of notice, as 

amended, and also a copy of the report of the Commissioner . 

Ind. Ter. Div . 
3609-1899• 

2 Inclosureso 

Respe ctfully, 

Tho . R. Rye.n 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 484 Received Dec . 30,1899 Office 
ot U .s.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. V ashington , 
Deo.23, 1899. Secretary.----Relat ive ~o notice to renters to 
vacate Ja.n.l, 1900. 



l''ebruary 28, 1900 

99. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

COMMISSION TO THE FIVE CIVILIZED TRIBES . 

N 0 T I C E . 

It has ccme to the attention of this Commission that the 

corners established by the United States Geological Survey in 

this Terri tory, are being defaced, changed, removed or destroyed. 

Attention is called to Section 1 of an Act of Congress, approved 

June 10, 1896, which contains the following provision with refer­

ence to the survey of lands in the Indian Terri tory. 

"That hereafter it shall be unlawful for any person to 

destroy, deface, change or remove to mother place, any 

wection corner, quarter section corner, or meander post, 

on any goTe:mD'Bnt, line of survey, or to cut down any witness 

tree, or any tree blazed to mark t.be line of a government 

survey, or to deface, change or remove any monument or bench-

mark of any government survey. That any person who shall 

offend against any of the pr ov is ions of this paragraph shall 

be deemed guilty of a misdemeanor, and upon conviction thereof 

in any court, shall be fined not exceeding two hundred -and 

fifty dollars, or be imprisoned not more than one hundred 

days. All fines accruing under this paragraph shall be 

paid into the treasury, and the informer in each case of 

conviction shall be paid the sum at twenty-five dollars." 

(2V Stats., 343). 

29. 
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JJ.l viola tiona of til is Statute will be vigorously prosecuted. 

TAMS BIXBY, Acting Chairman. 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. February 28, 1900. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.29 Relative----Notices- Removal of 
Land marks.----

\ \ 



Hon. Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

ashington, D. C. 

Sir: 

April 2 7 , 1900 . 

In response to t~ letter (H . G. Jr sett . 27655) from t he 

Auditor, pertaining to my cash account , I beg l e~ve to submit t he 

following explanations: 

Se cond Quarter 1900 . 

Voucher 3. Per diem and salary. 

On Nov. 2 , I visited the Public schools of Mus c ogee ; was 

away from office (Supt . Benedicts office) on offi.cia l business 

and think I am en titled t.o per diem for tbe day------2 . 00 . 

Third Quarter 1900. 

Vouc~r 1. Sal a:ry and pe r diem . 

On Jan. 1, 2 , 3 , 4 , 5, 6 , 8 and 9, I was away f rom the office 

every day deliYeri~ books to the Pos t office and express office , 

to be sent to the neighborhood schools . At the beginning of 

the yea:r I had just rec 'd t he new books f or the neighborhood 

schools and for the ei ght days I packed and mailed the books 

per diem--------16.90 

on Jan. 12, I visited the Checotah school , returning to 

Muscogee on evening train--------2 .00 

On Jan. 22, I spent the day at the Catholic school in Mus coge e 

and charged per diem-------2.00 

On Jan. 28, I was away from office arranging With the city 

Sup~. and Principal of Dunbar school for a general meeting of 

33. 

-
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Colored Teachers of the Creek Nation . Charged per diem----2 . oo 

Vouc~ r 3. · Third Quarter 1900. 

Salary and per diem. 

On February 23 and 24 I was at Eufaula High school and 

the National Colored School at Eufaula t returning to Muscogee 

evening of 24th.---------4.00 

Explanations. 

Respectfully submitted , 

Calvin Ballard. 

School Supv. & spl • . D. A. 

I f 

a5. ------~-----------------------------------------------------------



I N S T R U C T I 0 N S T 0 T 0 W N S UAKING 

T HE I R 0 IN S U R V E Y S " 

- -0- -

The act of Congress approved May 31, 1900; provides : 

"The Secretary of the Interior, where in his judgment 

the public interests will be thereby subserved , may permit the 

authorities of any town in any of sai d nations , at the expense 

of the town t to survey , l ay out and plat t he site thereof , subject 

to his approval and supervision , as in other i nstan ces . tt 

To 1ns desiring to so proceed will be guided by t he f ollowing 

instructions : 

L I L I T s . The surveying and p l atting of all tovms 

will extend to t he exterior limits as previo usly established under 

rules and regul ati ons of t he Secretary of t.be Interior , and approv-

ed by him . '1100 distances along t he limit a round the town from 

corner to cor ner must all "be given on the plat , and all section or 

subdivision corners , \'Jhe ther on exterior limits or not , must be 

marked on t he p l at , "Stake , n "Post , " or nstone , n as the case may 

be, and located by a ctua l measurements from block or lot corners , 

or street lines produced . 

S E C T I 0 N Se c t i on lines and quarter section lines 

mus t be fully sho ·m Within the limits 

of the town, but ma y be broken v;he re they .ould otber nise cover fig-

E S . 

ures. At section cor ners the numbers of the four sections will be 

given, and at center of section t be section number . 

S T R ~ E T s . The streets withi n the tovm should be laid out as 

---press book no. 4 letter 260 .--
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existing at present so far a s pos sible , aDd should be un i f orm in 

Width throughout, except .here materi al damage Hill be don e to 

improvements, but in c a s e s vrhere t he y are irregular in v i d th ,. 

report thereof should be made an d i ns tru ct i ons requested for fi na l 

determination before pr oceedi ng 'lith t he p3 r mane nt surve y . 

B L 0 C K s . Blocks may be i n g enera l three hund r ed by t h re e 

hundred feet, or if the to m pre f e r s , they may be t hr ee hun dre d 

feet ~1 de by four hundre d or f ive hundred f eet long . These 

dimensions need not be ri g i dl y fo l lo e d . The Gove rnment has n o 

desire to be a rbitrary i n t he s e ma t te r s , and Hh3 r e ne ce s s a ry t o 

protect i mproveme n t s exis t ing c o~dit i ons should be f olloTied . In 

other .ords , the bloc k s may be .ider or narrowe r ,-shorter or l onger . 

Alleys should gener 11 ~ be t F.enty fe e t li d e , and unless t here is 

a special reason to t he con trary , ever y block shou ld have an al ley • 

.Any block, ho ;ever , Jh ic h tre tovm has sp3 cial l y arranged t o buy 

for school, park or ot te r p ub l ic pur poses , may be left a s one lot , 

without any division wha t eve r . The s urvey or must s e t eve ry bl ock 

corner and every lot corner , a nd must measure the size of eve ry 

fractional block , if an y ,. around the tovm l i mits . 

Stakes should n ot b e smalle r than 2" x 2" x 18" , and pre ­

ferably of oak or Bois d ' Arc . 

L 0 T s . The lots in a n y block Tiay be of un i f orm Wid t h , or may 

be measured in accordance with pr esen t partition fenc es , a s t h e 

to n, whe re incor pora ted , may desire . . he re t he fen ces are 

nothing but barbed : ire , or are r eady t o f all dovrn , i t will gen­

erally be advisable to squ are them up and ma ke a r e specta ble 

--»ress book no . 4 letter 260 .--
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looking plat. : here the present d ivision lines are n ot f ollowed 

each lot corner must be staked thr oughout t h e improved portion 

of the town. In the principal busi ness di strict , l ot s may be 

25 or 50 feet fide , or i n accor dance wit h pre sen t holdi ngs . 

Business lots else ille r e should be 5 0 f eet i n ~idth . Residence 

lots may have 50 or 100 f eet fro nt , a s found most desi r e.b Je . 

THE The ma p should be made on mount ed h i te drawi ng 

paper or tough manilla paper , on s cale of 100 or 

200 feet to an inch, a ccording t o t he s i ze of the tovm , , i t h six 

i nc hes margin all around . The length and i d t h of every b l ock 

must be given outside t m block l i ne s , and all t he distan ces t hat 

go to make up t he leng t h and ri d th must be mar ked i nside t he b lock 

lines . 'very lot must have i ts fid t h and length desi gn t e d : i n 

other ords , a long the four s i des of every l ot mu s t be ritten 

its four dimensions , even if t he l ot s be of uni form size . 

there are any an gles m ich a r e not r i g ht angles they must be given, 

and if the s am.e ang le occurs s everal t i mes it must be given i n 

degrees and minutes each time . If bl oc ks are a t ri g ht ng l es to 

railroads, a note to t hat effect should be ov e r t he c ertific a te 

on the map , even though the not e ma y seem to t he surveyor to be 

unnecessary. All distances must be i n feet . All f i g ure s must -
be pla inly le gible, and no ha ir line s 1i l l be a llowed , eithe r in 

figures or dra ring . The map , i ncluding t he tit le , certi f ic a t e , 

etc., must be finis hed i n India ink, e xcept as to bui ldi ngs and 

fences, which should be correctly sho m in red or bl ue ink . Un-

lee specially authorized to do so , the surveyor ill not trace 

the map , but ·here the surveyor can sho\ hir~ elf competent to 

execute a satisfactory traciDg t here ill be no ob jection to his 
--press book no. 4 le~ter 260 .--
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doing so . The traci ng , if made , wi ll not show t he buil d i ngs 

and fences , but t he ori gi na l in tbat c ase wi ll be handed i n vrith 

the tracing. 

If the land embreced i n the to~nsite i s a forty , eighty , or 

one hundred an d six t y acre trac t , the c erti fie ate Will contain 

the proper de s cription, t hus: nrnd . Ter . Embr acing the S . E . 

1/4 Section 15 , Townshi p 26 1 ort h , Rang e 10 Eas t , and t hat - -

- -. " Otherwi se a small map of t.be toYJnsite will be added on a 

scale o f one inch or two inc hes to t he mile , but vri thout having 

the scale des i g 1a ted . The to1 nsi te lands 1.: ill be hatched in 

block , a nd t abu lar description ith a cre age -ill follow . The 

small p l at , descrip tion and acreage must correspond v it h the 

main p lat . If a cemetery selecti on is ma de , the small pJa t must 

s how it and t he a creage include i t . 

North s hould al\: ays be to t he to p of the map , and no arro-::-.-s 

or north poin t s shou ld be used . 

No bor ders should be drawn around t 11e map . 

The sout h and eas t li nes of every block , half block and fr a c-

tional block sh ou l d be heavy lined . In general , if either t he 

east or \':'est end of t he map has irregular i ties in boundary , the 

title should be on t ha t end . Tbe fo l l ow i ng form ~ ill be used for 

the t i tle end of t he· p l at , and ple nt y of ro om should be left for 

signatures . 

(Endor s ed) Union Agency Pr ess Book No . 4 Le tter 260 1.::uskogee , Okla. 



DEP AR TME Nl' OF THE INTERIOR • 
ashingto n. 

The United States Indian Inspector 

tor the Indian Territory, 

Mu s cogee, I . T. 

Sir: 

June 4 , 1900 . 

There are inclosed six copies of the Act of Congress of May 

31, 1900, "An Act Making appropriations for the current and conting­

ent expenses of the Indian Department" , etc., (Pub . No . 131) . Your 

particular attention is c alled to th at portion on pages 18, 19 and 

20, in regard to townsites in the Indian Territory . 

You will transmit a c opy of sa i d act to the several townsite 

commissio ns, and ca ll the attent ion of the commissions in the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nations to that portion whdch reads : 

"Nothing he rein contained sh all have the e f fect of avoiding 
any work heretofore done in pursuance of the said ct of JUne t wenty­
eighth, eighteen hundred and ninety- ei ght , in the way of surveying , 
laying out, or platting of to wn sites, a ppraising or disposing of 
town lots in any of said Nations, but the same , if n ot heretofore car­
ried to a state of completion , ma y be co mpleted according to the pro­
visions hereof;" 

and direct them not to enter upon , or proceed with , the work of sur­

veying the exterior limits of any townsite, as directed by depart­

mental instructions to ' the Commissioner of Indian Affairs of ~arch 9, 

1900, not undertaken prior to the date of said act. (May 31 , ) 

You will please •ubmit to the Department, as soon as practi­

cable, your views as to the steps advisable to carry out the provis ­

ions of the law in regard to townsites, a nd g ive a list of the towns 

in the different nations in t he order and manner in whi ch , in your 

judgment, they should be surveyed, should the au t horities of a ny 

town not desire to take advantage of tha t portion of the law which is 

as follows: 



-2-

"The Secre tary of the Interior , where in his judgmen t the 
public interests wi ll be the r eby subserved , may permit the author­
ities of any town in any of said nations , at the exp:; nse of the town , 
to survey, l a y out, and plat the site thereof , subject to his supe r ­
vision and appr oval , as in other instances . n 

You wi l l also ascertain , without delay , t he cond ition of the 

work of surveying the townsite of South Hc.Ales t er , and report in re ­

gard thereto, g i vi ng the time which you may estimate will be required 

to finish t he work . There seems to be a long delay in the matter , and 

the Departme nt wi shes to b e specifically informed in order that it may 

tix a time, the shortest pos s ible , within which the pl at must be sub-

mitted. 

Ind. Ter. Div. 
6 inelosures . 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 
Acting s ecret ary . 

(Indorsed) Union Age nc y # 832 received Jun . ilil , l900 Office of U. So 
Indi an Inspector for I . T. Washington , D. C. , June 4 , l90v , Se cre ­
t ary. Transmits s ix copies of the Indian ppro pr iation Bill , with 
certa in i nstruct i ons rel a tive to townsites . 



DEPAR TMENI' OF THE INI'ERI OR , 

Office ot U. s . Indian Inspector , 

for 

Indian Terri tory , 

Muscogee , Ind. T. 

June 12 , 1 900 . 

The Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs: 

Sir : 

I respectfully t ransm it he re ith a vouch e r show.i. ng the pay­

ment of $ 22 . 50 to • H. Ne , f or special c are and shoeing of two 

Government horses for use in connection wi t h my duties as u. s . 

Indian Inspector for the Indian Terri tory . This indebtedness 

was incurred in order to properly care for these horses , a s it is 

absol utely necessar y that they be properly shod at al l times , 

and as this climate is dry , it is necessary t hat speci al car e 

should be given tmir feet . Also , durir:g the recent ep i demic 

among horses in this country , it \7as necessary to give them speciaJ 

treatn:ent , as shown by the voucher . 

I therefore have the honor to respectfully request that 

authority be g ranted f or the settJBment of this indebtedness , and 

that the voucher be ap proved and re1llrned for file with my 

quarterl y accounts; and as the present quarter and fisc a l year 

closes with this mcnth , I woold res~ctfully re quest that the 

voucher be returned so that it may accompany my accounts for the 

quarter ending June 30 , 1900; 
Very respectfully , 

J . Geo . /right , 
U. S . Indian Inspector , for 

the Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed ) union Agenc,y - Muskogee , Okla . press book no . 4- letter 5 . 



The Honorab le, 

D E P · R T 
OFFICE 

ME N T OF 
F U. S. INDI 

THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
N I NSPECTOR . 

for 
INDI TERRITORY. 

Muscogee , Ind . T., JUly 9 , 1900 . 

The Secret ary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to respectfully invite attention to the 

provisions of the ct of Congress appro ved June 28 , 1898 (30 

Stats., 495), the third paragr aph of Section 15 , relating to 

townsites, as follows: 

"The owner of the improvements upon any town lot , other 

than fencing, till age , or temporary buildings , may deposit in 

the United States Treasury , Saint Louis , issouri , one - half of 

such appraised value; ten per centum within two months and fif­

teen per centum more wi thin six months after notice of appraise­

ment, and the remainder in three equal annual installments there ­

after , depositing wi th t he ecretary of the Interior one receipt 

tor each payment, and one wi t h the authorities of the tribe , and 

such deposit shall b e deemed a tender to t he tribe of the pur-

chase money for such lot . " 

The provisions of the agreement with the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Nations , as set out in Section 29 of said ct , re ­

lative to the manner of payment of the purchase money for town 

lots, as found on page 1 5 of the pamphlet print of said AC~ , are 

as follows: 

"The owner of the improvements on each lot shall ha ve the 

right to buy one residence and one business lot at fif ty per 

centum ot the appraised value of such improved property, and t he 

4.-18. 
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remainder of such improved property at sixty- two and one-half 

per centum of the said market value within sixty days from date 

of notice served on him that such lot is for sale , and if he 

purchases the same he shall, within ten days fr om his purchase , 

pay into the Treasury of the United states one-fourth of the 

purchase price , and the balance in three equal annual installments , 

ant when the entire sum is paid shall be entitled to a IB tent for 

the same." 

In the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations , under the Agreement 

above quoted, which provides that payments shall be made into the 

"United States Treasury" , the purchasers of lots were instructed 

to make their payments to the U. S. Indian Agent at Union Agency , 

he in turn to deposit such payments to the credit of the Treasur­

er of the United States . 

It is noted , however , that the original instructions of the 

Musco~e Townsite Commission , issued by the Indian Office under 

date of ~pril 21 , 1899, contemplate the making of the PEWIDents 

for lots in the town of Muscogee direct to the Assistant u . s . 

Treasurer at St . Louis, Mo ., and for your information I would 

enclose herewith a copy of the notice prepared and furnished the 

Commission for use in notifying the owners of improvements of 

the appraisement of their lots and the nanner in which 1D re- mit . 

In view of the fact that the law as above quoted provides 

that s uch payments shall be made to the "United s tates Treasury , 

Saint Louis, Missouri", and that experience in the collec tions 

for lots in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Na tions developes that a 

great many remittances are incorrect, and inasmuch as the u . s . 

Indian agent at this place deposits his funds w1 th the Assistant 

Treasurer at s t. Louis, and in order that these payments may be 
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made with as little i n conven ience for all concerned as possible , 

I ha ve to respectfully suggest and r ecommend that t he instruct­

ions of the Musco gee , and also the lagoner , Townsite commissions 

be changed so tha t the remittances wi ll be made to the U. S. 

Indian gent a t this pl a ce for deposit with the ssistant u.s. 
Treasurer a t t . Louis, as required by law , or rat,her that such 

payments be made "in the United States Treasury at Saint Louis , 

Missouri" thro ugh the U. S. Indian gent ~or Union Agency o 

This plan will greatly facilitate the keeping of the re­

cords of p~ents for twen lots in these two towns , and save the 

annoyance of over-payments and underpayments which it is certain 

will occur if paDties are a llowed to remit direct to the. ssistant 

Treasurer, and especia lly when the only way of ascertaining t ile 

correct amount wi 11 be by compa ring with the record books as 

turned over by the townsite commissions. 

The l aw requires that one receipt for such payments be de ­

posited w1 th the Secretary of the Inte r·ior and one with the au th­

orities of the tribe , and it is s ubmi tted that this will not 

require that such receipt be a certificate of deposit of the ssi ­

stant Treasurer but that the Indian Agent could issue triplicate 

receipts for each separ ate payment , making his deposit with the 

Assistant Tre asurer i n the usual manner , and then the purchaser 

could make such disposition of the gent's receipts as the law 

and the regul at ions of the Depar t men t requires . 

I would respectfu lly urge early action in reference to this 

matter, and would suggest, if my suggestions meet with the ap ­

proval of the Department, that the form of notice be changed ac-

cordingly, and that I be advised with reference thereto by wire , 
# 4-ls-19-20 
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as the Muscogee Commission is ready to commence the preparation 

of these notices. 

D.H.K. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

J".Geo. Hright 
u.s. Indian Inspector , f or 
the Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed)# 4, Office of Indian Inspector, Mus kogee, Okl ahoma 
Press Book # 4, Letter # 18-21. 

'( \ 



DEPARTMENr OF THE INTERIOR . 
vashington. 

United Statea Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory , 

Musco gee, Indi a n Terr i t ory . 

Sir: 

.Jul y 10, 1900. 

I am in receip t of your communication of t he 26th ul t i mo , 

calling attention to t he prov i sions of the act of Congre ss approv­

ed June 28, 1898 (30 St at ., 495) , ap plicable to townsites in the 

Creek and Ch erokee Nations , whe r e i n it is pr o vided th a t --

"Said Commission shall cause to b e surveyed and laid out 
townsites where towns wi th a pr esent pppulation of two hundred or 
more are located, conformi ng to the existing survey as far as may 
be, witb proper and ne cessary streets , alle ys and pu blic groun ds , 
including parks and ceme teries , giving to each town such t err itory 
as may be r equired f or its present needs and reas onable prospe c t ive 
growth." 

Attention is also called to the provision i n the Indian 

Appropriation Act ror t he f i s cal year ending .June 30 , 1901 , appro ved 

14ay 31, 1900 (Public 131), which de clares : 

"That the Secretary of t he Inte r i or is hereby authorized , 
under rules and regul a tions t o be pres cribed by him, to survey , 
lay out and plat into town lo ts , streets , al le ys and parks the sites 
of such towns and villages in t he Choct aw , Chi ckasaw , creek and Cher­
okee Nations as may at tha t time have a populat ion of two hundred 
or more." 

You request to be advis ed whether cemeteri es wit hin the 

Creek and Cherokee Nat:i ons s hall b e i n cl uded i n the area s e t a part 

for the towns, and, if not, what a r ea may be set as i de f or such pur ­

poses outside of the limi t s of ruch townsites . You also r eque s t to 

be instructed whether t he townsi t e co mmi ss i ons fo r the Choct aw and 

Chickasaw Nations shall be directed to s e t apart such tr ac ts as 

may be deemed necess ary, and also whether or n0t in the f u ture pla t ­

ting of the towns by surve yors parks may be e s tablishe d i n s i de of 

limits of the townsites. 
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The Commissioner of Indian Affair s in forward ing your said 

communication invites the attention of the Department to the report 

o~· the Indian Office dated June 25th, relative to t he establishment 

of parks in townsi tes in the Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, where in 

he extressed an opinion t hat it would b e a violation of the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw agreeill3nt to set asid e land for park purposes in town­

sites . in either of said nati ons. He further expresses the opinion 

that it was not the intention of the law · to r equire that ce meteries 

must be located within the limits of townsites, and that if "in the 

judgment of the commission and the Department" it be for the best 

interests of the inhabitants of any town that ceme teries should be 

located outside of the exteri or limits of such town , the same may 

be done. 

He also expresses the opinion that the commission, whenever 

practicable, should select land for cemetery purposes t hat has been 

heretofore used for such purposes, and that in the Creek and Chero­

kee Nations the Departmen~ has authority to direct the setting apart 

of a sufficient area of land for .cemetery p~rposes "as may be r equir­

ed for the present needs and reasonable prospec tive growth" of such 

town. 

The provision of section 15 of said act of June 28 , 1898 , 

which is applicable to the Chickasaw , Choct aw , Creek and Cherokee 

Rations, except as modified by the agreement set out in sect ~on 29 

ot said act of Congress, declares that--

•said commission shall cause to be sur veyed and laid out 
town s1 tes where towns wi tb. a present wpulation of two huni red or 
more are located, conforming to the existing survey so far as may 
be, with proper and re cessary streets, alleys, and public grounds , 
including parks and ceme teries, giving to each town such territory 
a &J be required for its present needs and reasonable prospec t ive 
growth." 

In the agreensnt in said section 29 it is declared: 
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"It said agreeiOO nt as amended be so r a tified , the provisions 
ot this Act shall then only apply to said tribes "Where the same do 
not conflict with the provisio ns of said agreement . " 

It is also provided in said agreement that --

•Each of said commissions shall lay out tovm sites, to be 
restricted as far as possible to their present limits , where towns 
are now located in the n ation f o r which said commission is appoint­
ed." 

hile it is true that the commission is not expressly autho ­

rized to s e t aside pa r ks under the te rms of said agreement , yet it 

is not bel ieved that it would b e a violation of the agreement if the 

provisions of said section 15 , as modifi ed by said Indian ppropri ­

ation Act , relative to the reservation for par ks , be extende d to the 

Choctaw and Chic kasaw Nations . 11oreover , the prov ision in said 

Indian Appr opri ation ct e~pressly declares : 

"That the Secretary of the Interior is hereby author ized , 
under rules and regulations to be prescribed by him, to survey , lay 
out, and pl at into town lots , streets , alleys , and parks the sites 
ot such towns and villages in the Choct aw, Ch ickasaw , Cre ek and 
Cher okee Nations as may at that time have a population of t wo hund­
red or more, in such manner as will best subserve the then present 
needs and reasonable prospective growth of such to wns . " 

On the 6th inst ant t he Department considered your report 

dated the 26th ultimo relative to the execution of the prov isions 

ot said act of Congress approved r.ay 31 , 1900 , relative to the 

surveying of townsites in the Indian Territory , forwarded by the 

Commissioner of Indian Affa irs , and direc t ed the Commissioner to 

prepare a draft of i nstructions "for the purpose of carrying said 

plan into execution" and to su omit the same to the Department for 

its consideration at the earlie st practic ab le moment . Vhen said 

regulations are received and approved you will be furthe r advised 

in the premises. 
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A copy of t he report of the Commissioner is inclosed here-

with . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
2253-1100. 
1 inclosure. 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 

ctl.ng Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union· Agency # 895 received Jul . 16 , 1900 Office of 
U. s. Indian Inspector for I . T. ashington, July 10 , 1900. 
Secretary . Relative to townsite matters in Creek and Cherokee 
Mations . (Parks and Cemeteries) 



1G3'1-1900. 
Ind. Ter .Div. 

DEP~NT OF THE INrERIOR, 

Office of the Assistant Attar my General, 

Washington, 

Five Ci'Yil:iz.ed Tribes: 
Permit Ta:x. 

T~ Secretary of the Intericr, 

Sir; 

July 13' 1900. 

w.c.P. 
s.v.P. 

I an in receipt by your reference, with request for an 

opinion upon the legal matters presented therein, of a letter 

from the Indian Ins:J;actor assigned to tm Indian Territary, 

setting forth that certain parties doi~ l:usine ss in tONns 

in the Indian Terri tory have refused to pay the permit tax 

or license fee :Unposed by the laws of the several na tiom, 

this refusal being based upon t te claim that they have pur­

chased t cwn lots and by such purchase have acquired the right 

to reside within the limits of the nation in which ruch lots 

are situated, and upon too further cJLaim that section 14 of 

the act r4 June 28, 1898, oonf'ers or recognizes such a right 

of residence w1 thin t m limits of in<lorpar a ted cities and 

towns in the Terri tory. 

The question is not directly as to tte right of these people, 

not citizens, to occupy 'tile property they have brught., but 

is as to their right to carry on a l:usiness in one of those 

natiom Without first obtainirg a pemit therefor as required 

by the laws or the nation. Tte right of these nations or 

tribes to prescribe regulations requiring those not citizens 

engaging in bus 1D3 ss within t te nation, to pay a penni t tax 

or license fee has been recognized by this Depar1ment end 

austa.ine d by t bt courts. In t m case of' Maxey v. Wright, 

decided January 6, 1900 (54 S.W.Rep.,B07), t.t:e Court of Appeals 

lf1 
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ot Indian Terri t or y uphel d\ the right or- 'ilit Creek Nation to 

reC~Jire the J;B yiiB nt of such a tax or fee and the power of this 

De}8rtmen" to t ake charge c£ too nntter, e ollect the mcne.y 

aid turn it over t o t.he IniiRns or in case of refusal of any 

one to pay the same , t o enfor ce tm penalty of: ranoval , pre­

scribed by laws o f the nation. 

It seems th a t many perEOm engaged in business in tmse 

natiom e SJB cia lly in tb:3 Choctaw m d Chickasaw Nations 

have become purchasers of town lots at sales made under the 

provisions of til e a c t of Jum 28 , 18 98 (30 Stat. , 495) , and 

now refuse to !BY the tax or fee imposed by the l aws of the 

nations upon non-c itizens carrying on business there. Their 

pcsi tion is not clearly set forth in tm papers su l:mi tted 

but it seems to be that a lot so purchased is no longer the 

property of t~ t r ibe and that tre owner may conduct on such 

lot any b1 sine ss til at he my see fit to engage in . The pur-

c~se of a town lot does not make the purchaser a citizen 

ot t bt m t 1 on with i n whose bound aries su ch town may be loc a­

ted, nor does it re ces s arily operat e to confer upon him a 

license to follow a pur s u i t in disregard of t~ laws or too 

nation requiring · a non-citizen t o se cure a permit before 

engaging in such business . I n t be case of Ma.:xey v. Wright , 

supra, tl'a court declared it unnecess a r y t o then de c id e as 

to tba effect of tie l aw of June 28 , 18 98 , authori zing the 

sale at lands in cities m d tCN~ ns upon t his question , saying: 

ll'or does the t act th a t Congress by th e provi~i ons of t he 
Curtis Bill h a s provided for t he cre a ti on of" cities and towns 
1n thia na t1on and the e xtingu ishDEn t ct t he Iniia.n title t o 
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the lands embraced within the limits of such municipal 
corporations a1ter tre case because this proVision of that 
bill has not yet been carried into effect . Tbe Indian 
title to such lands still remains in them and it is yet 
their country. What effect too provision of this statute 
relating to cities and tcwns, wh en fully consummated, may 
have, we do not now decide • 

Important changes have been made both a s t.o the conduct 

of the internal affairs of t~se natiom and as to thair 

relations with the outside orld. Too se changes are 

largely the result of the law of Jure 28, 1898, supra,V:lhich, 

snorg other things, provides a plan by which lands in cities 

and towns my be oold to others than citizens of the nation_. 

As said before, a pur chase of' such lan:l s does not ~ however , 

give the purchaser any spe ci a1 privilege or benefit in tbe 

matter or engaging in business in sue h na ti ono Such a 

purchaser bought the property with a knowledge of t.he pro­

visions af the tribal law and t~ conlition.s imposed thereby 

upon Sly om wishi~ to engage in busim ss in such nation 

and that .00 oould remain within the boundaries of such 

nation and occupy t re property thus purchased only in con­

formity to and compliam e vr.ith tbe laws of that nation. 

T~ contention that the purchase of a town lot in one 

or these natiors exonerates a non-citizen , wishing to engage 

in trade or business, from c anpliance wi. th the laws of such 

nation and gives him a license to engage in business therein 

1n defiance of wch laws, cannot be sustained. A non-

citizen ms, in this respect, the same status after such 

purchase as he had before and must afterwards , as before, 

meet tte re<DJ.1rsents of law if he desires to engage in 
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buaine ss there. He is also subject to the same penalty 

tor refusal to comply with the law after such purchase as 

he was before. If t.tere is any hardship in too matter 

it does not grow out of conditions arising subsequently to 

his purchase as trere has been no change in too laws of any 

ot seid nations in this respect since provision was made 

tar the sale af town lots. He voluntarily placed himself 

in t~ position he occupies and must bear the imident 

responsibilities. Too question as to the powers and duties 

ot this Department in tm premises is necessarily present-

ed. Re1ati'Vie to that question too court in the case of 

Maxey v.Wright, supra, used tm follCRling language: 

On t~ whole case we therefore hold that a lawyer who is 
a white mn, and not a citizen af the Creek Nation is, pur­
Slant to their statute, required to IRY for the privilege 
ot rema:lnir:g and practicing his profession in that nation the 
sum o-r $25; that if he ref'u se the IE- ye nt tooreof, ~ becomes 
by virtue of' the treaty an intruder 8llld that in such a case 
the g:,vermr:e nt of the United States may ranove him from the 
nation: and that this duty devolves upon the Interior Depart-
ment. Whether the Interior De par tm en t or its Indian agents 
can be controlled by the oourts by the writs of mandamus 
and injuct ion is not material in this case, because as we 
hol4, an attorney who refuses to IRY the anount required by 
the statute by its very teriiB becoDB s all intruier, hom the 
United States promises by the terms of' t.te treaty to remove, 
and t~refare in such cases tre officers and agents of the 
In\.eri.or Depar1Dlen t vould be acting c J.aarly and properly 
W1 thin the scope of their powers. 

At another place the COU[' t said: 

We are of tm opinion, however, that the Indian Agent, 
llhen directed by the Secretary of the Interior ImY collect 
this money for the Creeks. • • In this case the Indian 
agent was acting ins trict accordence w1 th t.te di.rectiom 
and regulations of the Secretary of the Interior, in a 
matter clearly relating to intercourse with the Indians. And 
wh• it is remembered that up to the time that t~ United 
States courts were establ.is ted in the Indian Terri tory the 
only rsedy rar the collection or this tax was by 
r•oval, and that the Indian Natiom had no power to collect 
it except tb.rough-., t.t. intervention of the Interior Department, 
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1 t was deemed wise to t eke charge of the matter , a nC! collect 
this money, and turn it over to t m Indians it had the 
power to do so, unrer the ruperintending control of the 
Indiam, a:td tne intercourse of mite men with them g ran t ed 
by var.l. ous acts of Congress ; and in our opinion that power 
has not been taken away by aiy subsequent act of Congress 
or treaty stipulatio n. 

The powers and duties of this DepartmEnt in the premises 

are a:> fairly set forth and. defined by this language as to 

justify its adoption by the Department as a· correct state-

ment thereof. The s tatene rrt s are as applicable now as 

when that decision was rendered , andl are as true of al~ 

the nations as of the Creek . 

Section fourte en of the act o1: June 28 , 1898, authorizes 

tbe incorporation of cities and towns in the Indian Terri­

tory, making the provisions of Mansfield's Digest of the 

Statutes of Arkansas applicable , and further provides, as 

follows: 

All elections shall be conducted under the proVisions of 
chapter tifty-six of said digest entitled ' Ele,ctions,' so 
tar as the sEID.e may be ap plic able ; and all inhabitants of 
such c:L ties and towns, without regard to race, shall be 
subject to all laws and ordinances of' ru c.b city or town 
gOYeml!2nts, and shall have equal rights • privileges and 
protection therein. Such city or town gavem.ment,s shall 
in no case have any authority to impose upon or levy any 
tax against any lands in said cities or towns until after 
title is secured from the tribe; but all other property , 
including a11 improvemeril!ts on tCM~n lots , which for the 
purposes of t his act shall be deemed and considered per­
sonal property, together w1 th all occupations and privileges, 
shall be subject to taxation. And tie councils of such 
cities and towns, for the SJ.pport of the same and for school 
end other public purposes , my provide by ordinance for the 
assessmnt., levy, and collection annually of" a tax upon 
such property, not to exceed in t-OO aggregate tv.o per centum 
ot the assessed value trereof', in manne~ provided in C'hapter 
one hundred and twenty-nine of said digest, entitled "Revenue," 
and tor such purposes rmy also impose a tax upon oc oupations 
and pri vil.eges. 

T~se are provisions for establ.ishirg and maintaining 

municipal govemments Enacted to meet the changed conditions 
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in the Territory, and vilile they reccgnize t.l:e right or 
pera:> ns not c1 tizens of tile tribe or nation to reside in 

such towns, to participate in such governn:ents, to enjoy 

the benefits and protection thereof, and also their liability 

to contribute by payment of taxes to the expenses of such 

gove mimtn t, they do not relieve such persons frcm obser-

vance of and compliance With the laws of the na. tion. The 

payment of a license fee imposed by a municipal govern­

ment upon a certain occupation would not relieve one of 

the obligation to pay a like fee imposed by the State govern-

ment. While the relations between these municipal governments 

and the Indian Nation are perhaps not precisely the saim as 

those ordinarily existing between a city and the state, yet, 

t~y are so similar that the sane rule obtains. As said 

before , t~ qu es ti on is not as to t.te right of non-e it izens 

to reside in these towns but is as to their right to carry 

on a business in the nation in violation of the laws thereof. 

The provisions of said section fourteen do not in my opinion 

operate to relieve inhabitants of ci tie,s or towns in t-OO se 

nations, fran the payment of the permit tax or fee prescribed 

by the laws of the nation in which such city or town may be 

located. 

The papers submitted are herewith returned. 

Approved: Thcs .Ryan, 

Acting Secretary. 

J"uly l3 , 1900. 

Very re ~ ec tfully, 

illis Van Devan ter, 

Assistant Attorney-General~ 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.271 Received Jul.20,1899 Office of 
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u.s.In41an Inspector for Indian Territory. Washington, 
JulJ 15, 1899. CommiBsioner.----Non-citizen lawyers, 
aerohants, etc. must p~ tribal tax or suffer removal.----

\ 1 



DE P A R T M E NT 0 E T H E I N T E R I 0 R , 

Washing ton. 

July 26 , 1900. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for t ~ Ind. ian Terri tor y, 

Musc~ee, Indian Terri tory. 

Tb:t Depar-tment is in recei pt of your co mmunication of the 

17th instant marked nspe c ial", rererring to your communication 

at the lOth instant , c oncerni~ the decision of Judge Tovmsend , 

at t~ Southern District of t~ Indian Terri tory, regarding town­

sites, and incl.ooing fuereWith a copy af a communication from 

Mr. C.L.Herbert, of Ardmore, Indian Terri tory , in reference to 

tQ) matter, who appeared as counsel for plaintiffs in the case 

before Judge Townsend, t,tu.ough t he courtesy of the United States 

Attorney. 

You also forward a letter from United States Attorney - . B. 

Johnson, dated the 9th instant, in which b3 states that in com­

pliance with your request, as directed in departmental telegram 

at the lOth instant, the case decided by Jud ge Townsend would 

be appealed, but that a hear irg cou ld not be had before October , 

and an opinion would not be rendered until April, 1901. Mr . 

Johnson suggests that in t be n:e an time par ties building said 

tOWll can be removed from the Terri tory, and also reco mme nds that 

t"- Depar1ment notify the railroad company t hat they cannot 
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build a depot at any of these points , and that t .ha railroad 

company would n ot attemp t to bui l d depots where towns are being 

unlawfully built i f i t was advised that such action would be 

against the desi re of the Dep ar"bnent. 

You also t ran smit a le t ter from tre United States Attorney 

dated t~ 13th instant , inclosing a copy of t te contract or lease 

used, whio h is,. in f'a ct, a s al.a condi tiom d only upon t h3 loca­

tion of the railroad depot , tre tine of the lease being made to 

suit the purch aser and th3 prices fixed :ranging from 250 to 

$750 for busine s s lots . 

You state that you ,are not inclined to recommend the action 

suggested b y th3 Un i ted States Attorney to remove persons at­

tempting t o l ay out said towns , "especially far doing what tbe 

oourt holds the y have a right to do . " 

You furth er suggest that , if it, be proposed to establish a 

depot or stat ion a t t te proposed town by the railroa d company , 

it might be pr ope rly held that stations can only be establishe d 

at such points a s are se t apart by t.te Department , as provided 

for in the act of Cong r ess approved lw ay 31 ,. 1900 (Public 131) , 

and such tracts so s e t apar t as townsi tes v.ould not be subject 

to allotment a ni t here f or e c ould not be sold or leased by any 

prospective allottee. You further s tate that you und!erstan:l. 

that t.~ plats ot "suc h s t ations as are or shall be established 

"in contarmity W1 tb l aw on t !:e l ire' of an y r ailroad which shall 

"be oo ns tructed or be i n process af cons truction in or tbrough 

"eit.ber of said nati ons prior to t .be a llotmant of lands therein , n 
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have been filed in t~ Department, and you recommend that tbe 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes be requested by tele­

graph to recommend t h3 setting aside of 160 acres for townsite 

purposes, and not subject to allotment , at such stations as they 

may deem advisable , and that in order to do so copies of the 

plats on :rile in the Dep ar bnen t showing t loc ati on of stations 

eutha.r iZed by law be furnished said Commission , as you are ad­

Tised by t~ Acting Chairman tha t it n ow has none but that a s 

soon as the s 8100 were rece i ved the Commiss io n c ould t hen proc eed 

at once to submit its recommendations before beg inning allo tment 

You further desire to be advised if the character of con-

tracts or leases above referred to does not properly come under 

t~ proVisions of section 2103 of too United States Revised 

Statutes, and you request to be instructed in too premises , and 

that you be directed to notify all interested parties t hat new 

towns otherwise e stablism d will not be r e cognized by t ,he 

Department • 

The Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs forwarde d your 

said report and inclosures on too 24th instant , and after quoting 

therefrom in extenso and also from too letter from Mr . Herbert , 

he states that -

"The following named railroad companies have recently 
obtained rights of ay tbrough certain portions of the 
Indian Terri tory un der too Act of Congress approved March 
2, 1899, {30 Stats ., 990) and have filed maps of defi­
nite location, towit, t~ Shawnee , Oklahoma. and Missouri 
Coal am Re.i.lway Company, the Arkansas and Oklahoma 
Railway Company and tm Arkansas 1 estern Rai lway Company. 
The St.Louis, Oklahoma and Southern Railway Company 
recently obtained rights of way under t~ Act approved 

964 
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March 30, 1896, (29 Stats., 80} and has filed maps o~ 
detini te location. The Arkansas and Choctaw Rai 1 way 
Company has also recently obtained rights of way unaer 
the Act of Congress approved J anuary 28 , 1899 , (30 
Stats., 806), and has filed maps of definite location 
and t~ Ft .Smith and Western Railway Collipany has ob­
tained rights of way under the Act o f Congress approved 
March 3, 1899, (30 Stats., 1368} and has filed maps 
ot definite location . 

"None of too above ne nt ioned roads, however , have 
tiled maps showing tm location af station grounds . 
Section eight of the re gulati ons of April 18, 1899 , 
conceming t~ right of way for railroads etc ., is in 
part as follows : 

"G:tounds desirable f ar station purposes may o·e in­
eluded in map of loc at ion of tie road , but separate 

. plats of such ground s must be filed and approved . " 

The Acting Connnissioner further states that it has been 

the practice of t .re Department not to require the :railroad com­

panies to file maps showing their station ·grounds at the time 

of the filing of their maps of definite location , but that 

owing to t re change in t~ to nsi te law i n said act of May 31, 

1900, which authorizes too Commission to too Rive Civilized 

Tribes prior to any allotDl3n t "to set as ide and reserve from 

allotll'J9 nt any lands "in the Choctaw, Chickasaw , Creek , or 

Cherokee na ti om , not exceeding one hundred and sixty acres 

"in SlY one tract, a t such s tati ons as are or shall be establi­

"shed in oo n:rormi ty With law on the line of any railroad which 

"shall be constructed or be in process of construction in or 

"t!rough e itber of said nations prior to the allotl1l9nt of 

"the lams therein, and this irrespective of: the population 

"of' such townsite at tle t~," it would be well to request 

the several railroad companies which have not heretofore 
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tiled maps o'f t he ir sta tion grounds t o do so a t an earl y 

date, and a1so to r e quest said companies in the selec tion 

of such sta tion g r ou nd s not to establish a station at any 

place where a proope ctive allottee has laid out, or attemp­

ted to lay out a townsite. 

The Acting Commis s t oner comment s upon the opini on of the 

court in the ca se· of the United States and others versus 

I.O.LeWis and oth ers , and refers to section 2118 of' the Re­

vised Statutes of the United S t at e s , and recommends t h at if 

the Department s hall c ons i der that s ai d parti e s should be 

prosecuted uncB.er the proVisi ons of said sect i on the United 

States District Atto rney far the Soutmrn District of t he 

Indian Terri tory shoul d be requeste d , thr ou gh the Department 

at Justice, to c ommence :proceedi n gs against said parties in 

accordance with t he provisi ons of sai.d secti on . He a lso 

recommends "that t.te Post Offic e DepartJmnt be a<l.vised of 

"the establishnBnt of the town of adi ll ; t h at s aid t own 

"was establishe d i n violati on of law and t ha t said Department 

"be requested not to e s t ablish a pos toffi ce a t s a id town , 

"should the re si den t s trereof so pe t it ion. " 

The Depar'bnent concurs in t he r e commendation of t.OO Acting 

Commissiomr relative t o sai d rai lroad companies , and you 

are directed to re ques t said companies mentioned in the 

Acting Commissioner's r ep ort to file t he maps of t heir 

station g rounds at an ear ly d at e , and you are instructed a lso 

to request said companie s not to e s t abl ish a stat i on at any 
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place where a prospective allottee has laid out , or attempted 

to lay out, a townsite prior to too setting apar t of tbe 

land 1:b. conformity to said provision of' the a ct of May 31 , 1900 , 

by the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes . 

T~ Department also concurs in the recommendation of the 

Acting Commissioner relative to the prosecution of sai d parties 

under the provisions o f s ec tion 2118 of the Revi sed Statutes . 

It is not, however , deemed advisable to make any recommenda­

tion to the Post Office Departme nt relative to the establishment 

of a postoffice at the town of Madill , because there may be 

good reasons why t~ Post Off ic e Department should establish a 

postoffice at that place , irrespe ctive of the action of the allot­

tee in attempting to lay out said townsite . 

i th reference to t be necessity for the approval of' 

rental contrac ts under sec tion 2 103 , your attention is invited 

to t~ ruling of the Department heretofore made , based upon the 

opinion of the Assistant Attorney General dated Apr il 4 , 1900 , 

that the Secretary of tbe I nterior is not authorized or required 

to approve rental contracts :mde by DEmbers of t.be Five Civilized 

Tribes of their prospective allotments . 

Ind. Te r. Di v • 
2452-1900. 

Respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No .9·64 Received Aug . 3 ,1900 Office 
ot u.s.Indian Inspector for Indi an Terri tory. Nash ington , July 
2611900,Secretary.----Request R. R.companies building in I . T . to 
tile maps of station grounds , and not establish a station on land 
where prospective allottee has laid out, or attempts to l ay out , 
townsite. Also prosecute under Sec 2118 R.s .u.s., etc. 



DE PAR NT OF THE I NTEIU OR 

Office of U. S . Indian Inspector , 

F ar 

Indian Terri tory, 

Musc ogee,. Ind . T., 

August 6 ,. 1900 . 

The Honor able 

The Secretary of t h e Int.e rior . 

Sir: 

Referrin g to recent authority from tile Department to submit. 

the name of a sui table r::e rson t o a ct as clerk for the Revenue 

Inspectors for the Creek and Cherokee Nati on s , at One Thousand 

Dollars _per annum and t wo dollars per d i em Then a way from the 

Muscogee office on official rosiness , I have t he honor to repcr t 

that t.he naiiB of a sui table pe r son for such position will be sub­

mitted within a fe Y days . 

As authority is g r an t e d to employ a policeman when needed 

at not exceedi ng 0'? 2 . 00 pe r day a nd necessary traveling expenses 

in lieu of the pr esent district inspe ctors , and a s t h is ill mat er­

ially increase the duties of t he r evenue i nspe c tors , I have the 

honor to reco mmend t .ba t the c ompensati on a t pr esent allo Ted Messrs . 

Frank c. Churchill and Guy • Cobb , Revenue Inspector s f or t he 

Cherokee an d Creek Nations , r e spectively , b e increased f rom $15 00 

per annum a.nd ;~2 .00 per diem (the amount at present al lo ed ) to 

$ 2000 per annum, and .;;-: 2 . 00 per diem 1h ile on duty in the f i eld and 

away trom the Mus cogee office . 

The present r e venue inspe ctor s bave p roven themselves men of 

bility, and t heir services during t he past year have rende red them 
as book no . 4 .le tter 239 .--
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very valuable. Furthermore , t hey are and ill now be required 

to be absent almost continually in t.he field , a nd subject to ad­

ditional discomforts. I t mrefore respectfully ask t ha t t he 

increase in compen s~tion herei n sugge st~d be ap proved by t he 

Department to date from August 1 , 1900 , a nd tha t t h e neces sary 

additional funds be placed to t l~ cre dit of the r e venue inspector s . 

Of the six district revenue inspectors he r e to fo r e e mployed 

(three in the Creek and t hree i n the Cherokee Nation ) a t 50 per 

month and necessary traveling expen ses , t o have been relieved 

in the Creek Nation and one in tbe C.he rokee Nation . It rm y be 

necessary to retain one of tmse I'll3n in e a ch nation , b ut t h e s e ­

cond one no - employed in the Cherokee Nation rill be r elie ved 

Within a short time , as soon as the h y shipp i ng season is ove r , 

both men now bei ng require d to give this rna tter t he ir undi vided 

attention , in order to see tha t t m ro ya lt y of t \ ent y ce nt s pe r 

ton, dtE t~ nation, is paid on all .bay shippe d . 

Very respec t fully , 

Your o 1::ledi en t servant , 

J . Geo . ~ right, 

u •• Indian Insp ector , for 

t he Indi an Terri tory . 

( ndorsed) Union Agency Press Book J.ro . 4. Letter 239 . I~1us koge e , Okl a . 



Edw i n C. Madden , 
Thi rd Asst.P . M. Genera1 

POST OFFICE DEP ARTME NT , 

Of'f' i ce of t}l,. Third Ass is tan t Pos t m ster General , 

Washington, D. C. 

1.137, Vol.55. Augus t 7 , 1900 . 

Hon . Thomas Ryan , 

Ac ting Secre t ary of t .te. I nteri or . 

Sir: 

By direction af t .he Pos t master Gener a l , I have tbe honor to 

acknowledge t he receipt of your letter of t.te 31st ultimo , 

transmitting cop y of a communicat i on from t~ u . S . Indi.an 

Inspe c tor fo r t be I n di an Terri tory , under date of July 14 , togeth­

er With a copy of t he r eport of t m Acting Commi ssioner of 

I ndian Affairs , da ted J uly 28 . 

The request of t .te I ndi an I nspec t or , t o b e permitted to 

have h i s of ficial ma il r egistered f r e e , c annat be G::omplied with, 

i nasmuch as the law limit s the pr ivi lege of free regis t ration 

to rna tter ma.ile d by the Exec utive De partments and offic es and 

bur eaus thereof at tre City of a sh i ngt on , excep t matter r e l a ting 

t o the Census or to t he official busi ness of the Post o:rfi ce 

Depar'bnent . 

His request to be pe Im i tted to use , without charge , t he 

necessary bax or boxes f or t h e ma il of h is of f ice and tbe other 

offices under his supervision , will be ans wered by the Firs t 

.lssistant Postmaster General . 

03 

Yours r esp ectfully, 

E . B.Kellogg , 

Ac ting Third Assistan t Pos t master 

Ge neral . 
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(Emorsed) Union .Agency No .l003 Received Aug .l4 ,1900 Office 
ot U.S.Indian Inspector :for Indian Terri tory. Washington, 
August 9, 1900. Secretary.----Postoffice Department decline 
to allow Inspector privilege of free registry. Encloses letter 
from P.O.Dept.----



TI.E: T T OF THE Ir """RI R 1 

Offic e of U.s . I ndi an Inspector , 

F or 

I nd i an Terri tory . 

:~.usc ogee , Ind . T., 

August 7 , 1900 . 
7006-7092-921-1900 . 

The Honorable, 

The Se cretary of t e Int eri or , 

/a shing ton , D. C. 

Sir: 

Refe rri ng t o Depa r t menta l let ter of J uly 26 th , 1900 , (I nd . Ter . 

Div.2261, 2315-1900 ), i n reference to t own i p plats of t h e In­

dian Territor y re quested b y upervisin <- 1 ng i ne er Hi nck ley , to be 

furn isood by th3 Gen eral Land Of f ice , v\li1ere i n I as advi s e d t ha t 

the supervi s i ng en gire er sh ould b e re que s t e d to furnish the Gen­

eral Lan d Office a specif ic list of tmm sh ips in wh ich townsite s 

are loc ated , t o t .be end the;. t cop ies of s ue to rnships as may no t 

be ot s e rvice to h im may be reta i ned i n the files of t he Genera l 

Land Of'fice, unle ss the s ane co u l d b e pr ocur e d from tbe Commiss i on 

to the Five Civil i zed Tr i bes , I ha ve t he honor t o state tha ti 

aa advi sed by t he said Comm i s s i on that t hey ar e unable to furn ish 

these plats , having n eed for al l they have on hand . 

I am a lso advi s ed by t he upe rvis i ng Engi ne er that he ill 

need t o co mp lete se ts but can g e t a long ith one s e t , if nece s -

ary. 

I there f ore r espec tfully re qu est t ha t I be fu r nished , for t he 

at Supe rvi s i n g ,ngi neer Hi n ckl e y , a complete set of to vnship 

is covering t he t e rri tory occu p i ed by t he Ch oc t au , Chic ka sa ~ , 
'" ._~w. 4-let ter 254.--
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., •• I, Cherokee , and Seminole Nation s . 

Very respe c tf'u lly , 

Your ohedien t servant , 

U. S . Indian Inspector , 

for Indian Terri tory. 

orsecl) Union Agency ress Book No . 4 Letter 254 .Muskogee~ Okla . 



DEPARTMENr OF THE INrERIOR . 

Office of Indian Affa irs, 

~ashington, ugust 15 , 1900. 

The Honorable · 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to invite your attention to the fact that 

the U.S. Indian Agent, Union Agency , I . T., has been very much em­

barrased during the past year wheneve r I~ . J . Geo . Wright , u. s . 
Indian Inspector f ·or the Indian Terri tory , has been absent from his 

office for the r eason that the office at such times has been left in 

charge or the chief clerk . It appears to me that the dignity of the 
. 

office of u. s. Indian Agent is somewhat lowered by the fact that he 

ia made subservient to the ch ief clerk of the Inspector's of f ice , and 

in order that further embarr assment in this direct ion may be avoided , 

I have the honor to recommend that an order be issued to the effect 

that whenever Inspe ctor Wright is absent from his office and it is 

essential that the duties of the office should devolve upon any other 

person, that the U. s . Indian Agent at the Union Agency shall be con­

sidered as in charge of the said offi ce. 

Very respectfully , 

w. A. IJones 

cormniss ioner . 

(L,) A. C. T. 
( ndorsed) Union Agency # 1041 received Aug. 25 , 1900 Office of 
U. • Indian Inspector for I. T. Vashington , ug. 20 , 1900. 

e retary.--Relative to duties of Inspectors office devolvirg upon 
481 t during Inspector's absence . 

I 

\ 
(\\,;J 



POST OFFICE DEPARTMENT , 

Office of' the Third Assistant Postrm.ster General , 
J. 
A.L.s. 
I 137 1 Vol.55 

Washington, D. c ., Aug . 20 , 1900. 

Hon.Thos RY'fn, 

Acting Secretary of t m Interior • 

Sir: 

At the request of tm Acting First Assistant Postmaster 

General I have the honor to communi cate to you , for transmission 

to the u.s.Indian Inspecto r re ferred to , the decisi on upon the 

request, un«Jer date or July 14th , from t he U. S . Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory, as transmitted by you , that he be 

permitted to use, without charge , t.te necessary post office 

box or boxes for the mail of h is office and the other offices 

under his superVision. 

The Acting First Assistant Postmaster General says : 

"This Office cannot assign a box: to the use of any individ­
ual, family, firm, corpor ation or public official , other than 
t~ agents of t a, Post Of fice Department, unti l rent thereon 
shall have been pa. id in advance for one quarter or too unexpired 
portion of a quarter. (See Se c.4061, R. S .) The Department 
cannot au thor ize the violation of an Act of Congress nor can it 
establish a precedent 'Which would cause much an noyance to the 
Depar-tment and dissat isfa ction to the publi c." 

Yours respectfully , 

E . B. Kellogg 

Ill 

Acting Third Assistant Postmaster General . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .l049 Re ceived Aug . 2B , 1900 Office of 
U.S.IndiSl In~ector for Indian Terri tory. Wa shington , Aug . 
23 11900. Secretary.----Letter from Postmaster General--Cannot 
fUrnish PO.box W1. thout charge.----



DEPART MEN T O F TH E I 

Washing ton. 

United Stat.es Indian Inspector 

far the Indian Terri tory , 

Mus cogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

T E R I 0 R. 

August 31 , 1900 . 

On August 22 , 1900, ca lling attent i on t o dep ar t nen tal 

letter of July 26 , 1900, in r efe r ence t .o new to ·wns being built 

along the line of r ailr oads i n the I ndi a n Te r r i tory, you s t ated 

that you have been informed that the plat s of the st a t i on g r ounds 

along the line of the St . Louis , Oklahoma and Sout h ern Ra i lroa d 

"11:1.11 be ready about the 27th i n s t ant , " an d you have requeste d 

t he company to immediate ly t hereaf t er f orwar d same t o you , 

to be t ransmitted to the Depa r1m en t . 

You state that tre Acting Cha irman of t he Commis s i on to 

the Five Civilized Tribe s ha s i nfarrm d you t hat tte Commi ssion 

could attend to the setting apar t of 160 a cre s a t e a ch of the 

stations, and submitting such selectio ns to t m Department , be ­

tween September 1st and lOth ; th a t subsequent to t he l a t te r 

date the entire tiroo of tm Cormnission was t aken up by other 

matters. 

Youreco~ndtbat in vievr of the complicated co ndition 

ot at:f'e.irs a long the road, and as people are constantly go i ng 

in and locating in the Vicinity mere station g rounds are pro­

poaed ~ be established, and erecting buildings t h ereon , a s 
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soon as the plats are submitted to you , you be authorized to 

refer them to tre Commission to tre Five Civilized Tribes , 

requesting that it "designate and recommend 150 acres at 

each station to be set a side far a townsite , as provided for 

by recent legislation ,'' and that the same be submitted to the 

Department far consideration at the earliest practicable date . 

Tha Acting Commi ssioner of Indian Affairs calls attention 

in his letter of August 29 , 1900 , transmit.ting your report , to 

departmental letter of August 25 , 1900 (copy inclosed) , trans ­

mitting to the Commission to tm Five Civilized Tribes twenty 

incomplete plats of station grounds informally filed by the 

St.Louis, Oklahoma and Southern Railroad Company in accordance 

with deparimental instructions to you . 

Tb! a cting Chairman of said Commission was advised by wire 

August 29th, at St . Paul , Minnesota , that these plats had been 

sent to the Commission. 

While til:3 maps sent t~ Commission are deerred sufficient.,. 

should the company file with you any map in regard to said 

stations you are authorized to transmit them to the · Commission 

to aid it, 1f nacessar:yr, in making its reconnnendations as re ­

quired by the act of' May 31 , 1900 (Public No.l31} . 

A copy of t~ Acting Commissioner's letter is inclosed . 

You wi 11 a 1so f' ind ~ rewi th for your inf ormation a copy of 

4epartmen tal. 1e tter of August 25 ,.1900, to t~ Attorre y Genera l , 
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in regard to individuals. surveying and laying out townsites. 

Ind. Ter, Div. 
2892-1900. 
3 inclosures. 

Re spe c tfu lly , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Se cretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l091 Received Sep . 7 ,1900 Off i ce 
et u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Vashington , 
Aug .31,1900. Secretary .----Relat ive to Dawes Com.miss ion 
recommending t ownsites along neVT Frisco road ; enclosing co·py 
ot letter to Atty.Genl.asking suspension of suits against Lewis , 
et al.----



DEPlillTIVlENT OF THE INr RIOR . 
"t ASHI TGTON. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Ter r it ory , 

Muscogee, I ndian Terr i tory . 

Sir: 

September , 4 , 1 900 . 

ith your let ter of ugust 22 , 190 0 , you transmitted a com­

munication of ugu s t 1 6 , 1900 , by the Principal Chief of the Choc­

taw Nation and t he Governor of the Chickasaw Nat i on , protesting 

against the action of t he Department in i ts efforts to carry out 

the provisions of t he ac t of 1[ay 31 , 190 )Publi c 131) , in regard 

to townsite matt ers in s a id na tions , wh ich ac t they undertake at 

considerable length to s hcm is "illega l and void . " 

You state t hat it is your underst anding , i f the Department 

persists in enforcing the law , the execut ives of these nations 

will bring action in the United t ates courts in the nature of 

injunction proceedings. 

The Acting Commiss i oner of Indian ffai rs in his report of 

August 29, 1900, accompanying your letter , invites attent ion to 

departmental l e tters o f August 2 , 16 , and 23 , 1900 , to you , wherein 

the position of t he Departmen t is defined as to t he matt er of de ­

tailing townsite commi ss i oner s t o fix the exterior boundaries of 

towns in said nati ons, and he st ates th a t it is apparently unne ces­

sary for his of fice to mak e any reco .1enda t i on in the premises ; that 

the townsite co mmiss i oners must of course obey t he instruction s of 

the department. 

He quotes f rom your i ns t r uc t i on s to Superivsing Engineer Hin­

ckley of August 2, 190~, and r eco mmends that you be ad vi sed that 

JOur action 1nth1s co nection is app roved . 

UOI 

\ 'b \ 
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The Department concurs in said reco~nendation , and said in­

structions are accordingly approved . 

The Department has given due consideration to t he joint commu­

nication of the executives of said nations , concerning the invalid­

ity of the townsite provis i on in said act of 1ay 31, 1900 , and is 

clearly of the opinion t h at no good reason is shown why the provis ­

ions of said act sho uld not be executed . It is manifestly the duty 

of this Department to enforce the legisl a tive will as expressed in 

an act of Congress, unless duly restrained by judicial author ity . 

The Department does no t concede that the provision af s aid 

act of May 31, 1900, is, as stated by you to Governor Johnston , "A 

technical viola tion of the agreement" contained in section 29 of the 

act of Congress approved June 28 , 1898 {30 Stat ., 495 ) . It is the 

province of the Legislative Department ro make the law and of the 

Executive Department to enforce it in ac cordance with the legislat­

ive will. 

\ 

You will please advise the rincipal Chief of the Choctaw ation 

and the Governor of the Chickasaw Nat ion of the views of the Depart-

ment as above expressed . 

A copy of the Acting Commissioner ' s let t er is inclosed . 

Respec t:trully , 
E. A. Hitchcock . 

Ind.Ter.Div. Secretary. 
2926-1900. 
l inclosure. 
(Bndorsed) Union Agency # 1105, received Sep. 14, 1900. Office of 

• • Indian Inspector for I. T. aahi ngton , Sept . 4, 1900 . sec­
retary. Has considered joint letter of Choctaw executives and knows 

ot no reason why Indian a ppropriation Act should not be carried out . 



DEPARTvlENT OF lliE INrERIOR . 
ASHIIDTON . 

October 4 , 1900 . 

Jr. J. George ~ right, 

Indian Inspector, 

Muscogee, Ind i an Territory. 

Sir: 

In compli ance with your request of the 25th ultimo , and on the 

recommendation of the Commissioner of Indian ffair s , you are hereby 

authorized to grant l eave of absence with pay to officials and em-

ployees connected wi th your office , including to wnsite commiss ion­

ers and surveyers, if they are entitled thereto , not exceeding seven 

('1) days, for the purp9se of going to their homes to vote . 

You will make i mmediate report in each case and submit it for 

approval. 

Very respectfully , 

Tho . R. Ryan . 

First ssis tant s ecret ary . 
Through the Commissioner of I ndian f f airs . 

(Indorsed) Union gency # 1177 received Oct. 11, 1900 Of f ice of 
U. s. Indian Insp ector for I . T. 1ashington, c t . 8 , 19 0 , Com­
missioner. Transmits authority from Depar tment t o grant leaves 
ot absence to off icials and e mp loyes t o go ho e to vote . 



Lend 
Author 1 t y-67 687 

Department af the Interior , 

OFFICE OF INDI .AN AFF .AIRS , 

ashing ton, October 18 , 1900 . 

J .George Wri ght , Esq ., 

U.s .Indian Inspector , 

Musc~ee, Indian Terri tory. 

Sir: -

You are hereby advised that the Act ing Secretary of the 

Interior, on October 15 1 1900, granted authority for tM Kansa s , 

Eastern Oklahoma & Texas Railroad Company to locate and survey 

a main line of railro ad and branch lines through t be Indian 

Terri tory and through Indi amJ lands in Oklahoma Terri t .or y , an 

estimated length of' 550 miles, the ma in lim to commence at 

or near the city of Coffeyvill e , Kansas , and to run in a south­

westerly diredtion throug h the Cherokee Nation and tbe Osage 

Indian Reservation, am through or into the Counties of Pawnee , 

Payne 1 Lincoln, Pottawatomie and Cleveland , in Oklahoma Terri­

tory, and through or into tre Chickasaw Nation and the Kiowa 

and Comanche Indi an Reservation , and thence i nto the State of 

Texas , at a point a t or near the city of Henrietta ; tbe branch 

line runni~ east to c omrre nc e at son:e point on the main line 

either in Lincoln or Pottawatomie County , Oklahoma , and to 

extend t~nce easterly to the east l ire of Oklahoma Terri tory ; 

thence through tbe eminole , Creek and Cherokee Nations to a 

\ 

point on the west line of Arkans a s or issouri north of the city 

of' Fort Smith in the State o:f Arkansas; t~ branch line extending 

nat to co~noe at some po int on the main lim of the road in 

or Pottawatomie County, Oklahoma, and to extend in a 
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west cr northwe sterl y direc t i on through tbe Counties o f Lincoln , 

Pottawatomie, Lo gan, Nob l e , Garfi eld , Grant and woodward, said 

authority be i ng gr anted under the pr ov i sions o f the Act of 

Congress of March 2 , 1899 ( 30 Stats .,990 ). 

Said au t hority as granted , ho ever , with the express 

proviso th at if" the l ine of loc ated road shall l i e withi n 10 

miles on eithe r si de of a railroad that has heretofore been 

construct ed, or is i n a c tual course of construction, the maps 

of defin ite loc ati on i l l not be approved until the Company shall 

have made t oo pr ope r sho · ing to the satisfaction of t.te Secre ­

tary of the I nter ior that public interests wi ll be promoted 

thereby. 

Very :respectfully , 

A. C. Tonner , 

Acting Commissioner . 

O.M.M.(H) 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l220 Re ceived Oc t 22 ,1900 Office of 

U.B.Indian Inspector fo r I ndian Terri tory . Washington , Oct . lS , 

1900. Commissione r.----Department has g r anted authority for Kan­

sas, Eastern Okla . & Texas R. R. to sur vey and loc ate line through 

Chickasaw Nation.----

I 
') 



DEPARTMENT OF 171HE n .t!.RIOR. 
1; a shin :rton . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory . 

Muscogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

Octo ber 18 , 1900 . 

The DeiB rtment is in receipt of your communication of the 

6th instant , s t ating that your attention has been called to the fa ct 

by the Department that sometimes communicat i ons from Townsite Commis­

a i ons and others have not been forwarded through y ur office as re ­

quired by departmenta l regulati ons , and s ugges ting that all coMnuni ­

cations to the severa l of f icials under your supervision be forwarded 

through your off ice . You state that said communications were addres -

ed "through the u. s . Indian Inspector" and do ubtless were inadvert-

ently mailed direct . 

You state that as these communications frequently are in connect-

ion with matters ·on wh ich you ha ve reported it is desirable that you 

be advised of the instru c t i on s issued. 

The Acting Dommissi oner o f Indian ffairs in forwarding your 

said communication states th at "It may be pos s ible that cornrnunic at ion s 

have in some inst an ce s gone from this (Indian) offi ce directly to of ­

ricers under the supe rivision of Inspector 'right , but i f s o , ru ch 

direct transmission has be en caused by i nadvertence . " He calls atten-

tion also to the fact th at your suggestions "are directed to t he De -

partmen t . " 

In reply , you are inf ormed th a t the Department de si res and ex­

pecta the regulatio ns prescribed relative to correspondence to be 

omplied with , and doubtless it ~11 only be nece ssary for you to 

1 the attention of the officers under your supervision to said 
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inatructions. The townsite co mm-i ss ions have heretofore been directed 

to report directly to you , and you were adv i sed to forward their 

reports whenever deemed necess ary by you. 

With reference to the stat ement of the . cting Commissioner that 

your suggestions are directed t o the Department , it is only ne cessary 

to say that such action on your part was correct , and your communica-

tiona should be transmitted through the Commiss i oner of Ind i an ffairs 

as heretofore directed , in order that the Department may have the ben­

efit of any suggesti ons or re port he may make relati ve to act ion there-

on. 

Respec tfully , 

.c; . • Hitchcock . 

Ind .Ter.Div. Secretary . 
3448-1900 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 1231 re ceived Oct . 22 , 1900 . ffice of u. 
s. Indian Inspector for I . T. :ashing ton , ct . 18 , 1900 . s ecretary . 
Relative to all co iilllUnicat io ns being sent through Inspector , and I n­
spector's correspondence be i ng directed to Department thro ugh Indian 
Office. 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
c. 

\ ash i ngton , 

The United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muscogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

October 25, 1900 . 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of the 

19th instant, refe r ring to departmental letter of June 12th last , 

directing you ~to advise the Depart ment of the title in full of 

the case, its purpose , etc ., " whenever t he United St a te s Attorneys 

in the Indian Terri tory have been called upon to re:gnesent the 

officers in the Indian Territory, under the dir ect i on of the 

Attorney General dated ~une 6th last . 

You report that since s a i d date you have requested t he United 

States Attorney for the Southern Distric t of the Indian Territory 

to appear in the interest of the Government in one ca se, viz: ­

United States et al vs . I . o. Lewis , et al , now pendi ng in the 

Court of ppeals in Indi an Te rritor y , in which it as sought to 

enjoin defendants from selling I ndian Lands for purp os e of townsi te s . 

You also state that , at your r eque st , the United St at es 

Attorney for the Northern District of the Indian Ter r itory has 

e.ppearedin the interest of t he Government in the f ollowin ca ses : 

N. B. Moore vs . Dwight ·1 . Tut tle , Benjamin [ars ha 11 nd John 
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J. .... 

Suit in equity to restra i n defendants from advertising f or 
sale, or selling, or at tempting to sell , or conveying or in any 
manner int erfering ith certa in lots in the town of Muscogee , the 
property of plaintiff . 

rincipal Chief orter filed pet ition on behalf of the Creek 
Nation to make s a id Nat ion party p lai nt i ff . 

U~ited States vs . Neal H. Li pscomb , et a l . 

Suit to recover penalty for viola t ion of se ction 2117 • s . 
u. s ., introduci ng cattle into the Cherokee Nation . 

Fred L. Kelly vs . J . Geor ge right , et al . 

Suit in equit y to restrain defendants from interfering ith , 
aeizing , or undertaking to coll ect in any manner the royalty 
demanded by the Interio r Department on hay shi pped by plaintiff 
out of the Cherokee Nation . 

s . w. Kelly vs . Chas . Howell a nd Frank c. Churchill • 

. Suit to replivin ten tons of hay seized by United States 
Indian Agent at Bluejacket , account royalty not pa i d as prov i ded 
by Cherokee law. This case heard before United Sta tes Commissioner 
Don Carlos . 

United States vs . H. s . Dees . 

Suit to recover penalty for violation of Se ction 2117, R. s . u . s . 

Fred L. Kelly vs . Mi ssouri , Kansas and Texa s Railroad Company. 

Petition for madamus to compel railroad company to receive 
hipments of hay before payment of royalty • 

• c. Rogers vs . Fr ank c. Churchill , et a l . 

In j unction to restr ain defendants from collecting Cherokee 
tribal tax on mercantile bu si nes s of plainti f f and closi ng his 
tore on account of refusal t o pay . 

Your said report was forwa rded by the Commissioner of Indian 
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Affairs on the 24th i nstant . In s aid departmenta l letter of 

June 12th you were in formed that "the \ cting Attorney Genera l 

states tha t t he request ill be complied . ith , and desires that 

whenever said attorne ~s a re called upon by s a id officers to t ake 

action under t he authority given by the Depa rtment of Justice , 

the Attorney Genera l shall be a dvised , through the Se cretary of 

the Interior 'of the title in full of. the cause , i t s purpo se , et c ., 

in order that the proper entries may be made upon the do cket s 

maintained in this ( his) Department ' " • You ere instructed t o 

advise the Dep artment i n ccordance ith sa i d ~e quest of t he Acting 

Attorney General . 

Hereafter you wil l make t he report ca lled f or in duplic te , 

and it should show, in additi on to the matter called for by the 

Acting Attorney General , the date when the suit wa s ·commenced and 

what action, if any , had been t aken at the da te of your r eport . 

The Department of Justice Will then be enabled to keep its do ckets 

so that they will show the exact condi t ion of the lit igat ion in 

which the District ttorneys have been r eque s ted t o appe ar . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
3551-1900. 

Respect f ully, 

E . A. Hi tchcock . 

Secreta ry . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l26l.Received Oc t . 30 , 19 00 . 0ff ice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector f or India n Territory . ~ ashington , Oct . 25 , 1900 . 
Secretary----Relative to report of cases appe a red in by u.s . Attor­
neya, and requests ot her informa t ion in f uture . 

----------



Refer in reply to t he following : 

Land 
56648-1900 

The Honorable 

Depar tment of the Interior 

Office of Indi an Affa i r s, 

ashington , -ovember 17 , 1900 . 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

Referring to Department letter of November 15 , 1900 , au thor ­

izing Inspector iri ght to enter into contra cts wit h L . F . Pa r ke r of 

St . Louis , Missouri , for the s urve yi ng , layi ng out , an d pl att i ng of 

the followi ng towns in the Creek Nation , to - wit : Begr-s , ~ounds , 

Alabama, '.'etumka , linchell , Henrie tt e and Ya ger; and towns i n the 

Chickasaw Ja tion as f ollows :- Fr anci s , Scullin , Br ya nt , Helen , 

.'oodville and Gray , I ha ve t he honor to i nclose a r eport f rom 

Inspector right da ted November 1 7 , 1900 , transmit t i ng a contr e ct 

entered into in triplicate ov ember 16 , 1900 , bet .e en t he 3ecretary 

of the Interior, t hrou h his authorized repre sent a tive Insp ec or 

J. George .. right and .r . Parker , by the provisi ons of vm ich Ir . 

Parker agrees to survey , lay out and p l a t into lot s , bl ocks s tre t s 

and alleys the townsit es abov e named , the limits of which have been 

approved by the Depart ment and the l ands segregated f r om allotments 

in accordance with the provisions of the ct of Congres s app rov ed 

May 31, 1900 (31 Stats ., 221) . 

The contra cts also provides fo r the survey ing , l ay ing out and 

platting of the towns of Okmulgee and Holdenville in the Creek Na­

'tion and Ada, .Hoff, Ravis and vlad ill in t he Chickasa Nation a s soon 

lMI 
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as the exterior limit s of sa i d towns sha l l be est ab lished by t he 

Department provid i ng the s am e is done pr i or to Ma y 31 , 1901 • 
. 

The contract ~rovides f or f ull compensa tion for services and ma t e-

rial furnished by Mr. Pa r ker the s um of $ 75 . 00 for each of 

said towns which shall b e i n full payment , and furthe r provide s 

that no part of s a i d s um shall be paid i n any i nstance unt i l the 

plat prepa red by h i m, or unde r his super v i s ion , shal l have been 

approved by the Depa r t ment. 

The contra ct a l so p rovi des t ha t t he l ay i ng out and p l att i ng of 

all of s a id towns shall b e compl e te d by J une 30 , 19 01 , unless the 

limits of some of sa id towns s hal l not have be en establishe d prior 

to May 31, 1901, i n whic h eve nt t he towns of which t he limits have 

not been so establi she d are .exempted from t he operation of the 

agreement. 

The Inspect or stat e s tha t Holdenville is an old town ; that the 

railway station is loc a ted wi th in the l imits of t he same , and that 

the limits of the town should be e st ablishe d . He recommends that as 

Mr. arker proposes to complete t he work at as early a da t e as possi. 

ble• he be authori ze d to establish t he limit s of towns along t he 

line of the St. Louis, Oklahoma & Sout hern Ra i lway in t he Creek and 

Chickasaw Nations of which the l imits have not ye t be en established 

and submit t he same to the Department for e ar l y consi deration . 

Okmulgee and Holdenvill e i n t he Cr eek Na t i on and Ada , Roff and 

Ravia in the Chickasaw Na tion, a r e old towns and t he l i mits of the 

old town in each in s t ance have not yet been esta blis hed . The Dawes 

:maias1on in each ins tance, excep t the t own of Hol denville , recom-
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mended the setting .aside of 160 a cres of land adjoining the old town 

eo that · the station grounds would be included wi t hin the limits of 

the townsite. 

There is ·also i nc los ed a schedule rrarked "A" i n whic h i s given 

the legal description of the lands recently segregated from allot ­

ment and set aside for t ownsite pur poses by the Department . 

The office recommends the approval of thecontract and concurs 

in the Inspector' s recommendation that he b . uthorized to have the 

exterior limits af the t own s i tes along the line of s aid railroad 

at which the exterior limits have nott ye t been established , estab­

lished at an early date and submitt ed for the con sideration of the 

Department • 

G.A. • (H) 

Very re spectfu lly , 
Your obedient servant , 

A. c. Tonner , 

Acting Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l345 .Received Nov . 24 , 1900 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Te rri tory .~ashington ,Nov. l? , l900 . 
Secretary---Contract wit h L . F .Parker for surveying Frisco towns 
approved; authorizes establishment ext'erior limits of others along 
that line • 



November a3 , 1900. 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

Muskogee, Indian Terri tory. 

Gentlemen: 

The Department is in receipt of your communication 

of the 20th instant a clmowle dg ing "receipt of eleven Depart­

mental letters under date of October 26th ," advising the 

Commission of the Depar t men t's approval of its recommenda­

tion as to the location of certain towns mentioned therein 

on t~ line of the st. Louis, Oklahoma and outhern Railway , 

and directing that notation t hereof be made upon the plats 

of the Commission . 

You call t~ at tention of the Department to the 

tact "that the Commission's recommendation is concurred in 

not only by the Indian Office but by the United States 

Indian Inspectcr loc ated in Indian Terri tory," and you state 

that you are at a loss to understan d by what manner the con­

'Currence of said Inspector could have been g iven to t hese 

reports; that it would seem th at through some error sai d 

recommendation was mailed through or delivered to tbe United 

States Indian Inspector . You state "that if such a course 

was followed it was wholly unintentional on the part of tbe 



-2-

CoDDD.ission" and you do not "understand that this is a mat­

ter over which t he United States Indian Inspector has any 

juris die tion." 

In r epl y , you are inferred that under date of Sep­

tember 13th t .te United States Indian Inspector for the Indian 

Terri tory made a general r eport , s t ati ~ that during the week 

previous he " a ccompanied Mr. Tams Bixby of the Commission to 

the Five Civili zed Tribes across country through the Creek 

aDd Chic ka s aw Nations from Sap ulpa on the line of tie St . Louis 

and San Francis co Railroad to Denis on~ Texas , along the line of 

the St.Louis, Oklahoma and Southern Rai lro ad now being con­

structed, such trip being for tbe purpose of setting aside 

not exce eding 1 60 acres at each proposed station for a townsite , 

as provide d by r ecent legislation. " He also states that he 

made the tri p " for the purpose of ascerta ining conditions at 

the va.r i au s po ints . " This general report contains statements 

rel a tive to t be towns recommended to be established by your 

Commission . T~ r eport was sent i n too usual manner through 

the Commis s ioner of Indian Affairs, and in t.he separate re ­

port upon each t ovm made by the Commissioner he states therein 

tie a ction recommended by the Indian Inspector. 

h ile i t i s true that und~r tbe act of Congress 

approve d May 31, 1900 {31 Stat., 221- 236 ), "The ecretary of 

the Interior i s hereby authorized at any time before allotment 

to set a side and reser ve f r om allotnent any land s in the 
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Choctaw, Chickasaw , Creek or Cherokee Nations not exceeding 

one hundred and sixty a cres in any one tract , " upon the 

recommendation of the Commission to the i ve Civilized Tribes , 

yet there does not seem to be any objection to the Departmen t ' s 

receivi ng any informati on th at it may deem pertinent , and 

inasmuch as the United tates Indian Inspector has been directed 

to superVise the survey i ng and platting of towns under said 

act t here as manifestly no impropriety in his making a report 

upon tQ, general condition relative to t.he same ithout any 

s~cial directions from t~ Department so to do . 

It does not appear that the reports of your Commis­

sion were transmitted through the United tates Indian Inspector , 

but they were received in t~ office of the commissioner 

ot Indian Affairs at the s time as tm r eport of the In-

dian In~ ector , and hence mnt i on as made by tlle Commissioner 

of Indian Affairs and th Department of the views of' tb9 

Inspector. 

Ind . Ter . Div . 
3887-3498-1900. 

Respectfully , 

Acting ecretary . 

(Enaarsed 1 Union Agency No .1414 eceived Dec 7 , 1 900 O~fice 
ot U.S.Indian Inspe ctcr fo r Indian Territory . ashington , 
NoY.30, 1900. Secretary .---- ends copy of letter to Dawes 
Commission conceming In~ector' s r port relative ne 
Frisco townso----

\ (. 
I 
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ecember 4 , 1900 

~. George .i~ight , 

United St a tes Indi an Inspe ctor 

usco gee , ._ gency . 

Indi an erri tory . 

ir : 

The exp l anations submitted by you , under date of 

ovember 28 , 190 to exc ept ions t a ken in t he examina tion of your 

cash account as United t a tes I ndia n nsp e ctor for t he Ind ian 

Territory for the l s t quarter , l 01 , have been examined and r e ­

ferred to the Ionorab1e udi tor for t he nterior Departmen t , 

with the informat ion that they are deemed su f 1. ic ient to remo ve 

the 811Bpens1ons to said ac c ount , 

Re s p ectfull;9' , 

• • onner • 
.. ssi stan t Co i ssi oner . 

\ 



T R E s u y E I T 1 IJ T 

Of fice of AUDJT O TH INTERI OR DEPARTr~:EITT . 

• G. 
cHi r GTOJ , D. o December 4 , 190 • 

tt . 31086 

• J. George ,right , 

U. S . Ind i an Insp ec tor , 

' are o f ornmi ss i oner oi' Indian .n.ffairs . 

1r: 

Your c a sh a ccount s as pecia l isours i n 0 gent , under 

bond dated ~pril 2 7 , 18 6 , f ro m J une 7 , 1896 , to pr il 29 , 1 00 , 

have been re ad jus t ed i n conne c t i on i th explanat i ons filed , and 

deposits ma de by you , and be i ng found bal anc ed , ·;ve r e so cer ti -

tied to the ecretar y of the r easury . 

Your a ccounts for the above service now stand , therefore , 

ba lanced a nd clos ed . 

Respe ctfu l ly , 

• Youngb l ood . 

udi t or . 
S . l . F . 

Thro ugh the ff ice of ndian J. ffa i rs . 

( ndarsed) Union gen cy a 1411 Re ce ived De c . 7 , 1 90C . Office of 
•• Indian Ins ne c'tor f or Indi an Terr itory . .,·ash i ngton , De c . 4 , 
00 . Co · 1ss1oner . E«p1anations to pe ctor ' s except i ons 

deemed sur f 1c 1 en t . 



D P R T 1 E N T 0 F T li E I N T R I 0 R. 
United States Indian Servi ce. 

Supervising Engineer, Ind i an Terr i tor y ownsite s, 
So uth McAles t er, 

Ind. Ter . De cember 9 , 1900 . 

urv JQr General, 

ashington, D. c. 

Sir: 

In sub-dividing t o es tabl i sh the exter ior l i mits of to wns ites 

1a the Indian Territory , I f i nd t h at t h ere is a c onf lict of op i n i on 

a.ong the local authoriti es. I would , ther efore , like to h ave you 

advise me which is the pr oper way to sub- di vide t he lots lying along 

the west side of a to wnsh i p . 

Should they be divided into halves and quarters of equal 

area, or should the e ast half of t hese frac t i onal lo t s be made f ull 

and of even area, and the fra c t i ons be t hrown wholly on t he west tier? 

Your very e ar l y reply wi ll obl ige , and any ri n t ed i nstruct ­

ions which you may hav e on t his sub ject ill be gr a tefully recei ved 

by, 

P. S. In addition t o advis i ng me 
sub-division, you mi ght also say 
able, or whether work done by t he 
at headquarters. 

H.V.H. 

espect f ully , 

H. v. Hinck ley 
uper vi sing Engineer . 

~. us ko gee , I • T. 

as to wh ich i s t he pr oper method of 
hat of the other methods is allow­
othe r ethod would b e t urned down 

( 



DEPART E N T T H E I N T , R I 0 R. 
ASHINGTON . 

United States Indian Inspector 

ir: 

for the Indian Terr i tory, 

Muskogee , I. T. 

DJ:CEMB 20 ' 1900. 

On the 19th instant the Commi ssioner of the General Land 

Office referred to the Depart ent a cownunication from ir . H. v. 
Hinckley, townsite supervisi ng engineer , address ed to the "Survey­

or General, ashington, D. c ., " in regard to subdividing "lots 

lying along the west side of a township , , and enclosed a circular 

of his office of October 16 , 1896 , on restorat ion of lost or obli­

terated corners, apparently considering that this may be of some 

service to the superi vsor . 

Neither the Land Office nor the epartment understands the 

Supervisor's inquiry. 

Surveyors Genera l are located in certa in States and Territ or ­

ies, none in this city. 

The Superivsor ' s letter and said circular are enclo sed . You 

Will inform htm that he should not communi cate with the off icers of 

this Department or any other branch of the Government except through 

your office, and your attention is invited to the enclosed circular 

ot December 9, 1899. 

Ind. Ter .DiY. 
nclosures 

'185-liOO. 

Respectfully , 
Thos . yan . 
~ c ting ' ecre tary . 

( doraed) Union Agency # 1519 received De c. 26 , 1900 Office of 
• s. Indian Inspector f or I. T. Dept of t he In teriot De cember 20 , 
00. 'ro the matter of a communicat ion a ddressed to the 1 SUve;vor 
neral ash1ngton , D. C." by • v. li ckley , Sup . nginaers . 



D E P A T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

HI JGTOI • 

De cember 22 , 1900 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir : 

for the Indian Terr itory , 

Muskogee, Indian Territory . 

The Department is in receipt of a communication fr om t he 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs dated De cember 18 , 1900 , t r a ns mitt­

ing therewith a letter from the Commissi oner and Special Disbursing 

agent for the Choctaw ation dated December 11 , 1900 , wherein he 

states that on December 8th , same year, he rec eived a communi cat i on 

from you as follows : 

"Until further ad vi sed , you are hereby instructed t o con­

tinue the payment of t h e s al ary an d expense s of the surveying par ­

ties under the supe rvision of t he upervising 'ngineer , IT . Hinck­

ley, in accordance with instruc tions heretofore given , whether such 

parties remain in the Choctaw ation or not , except when they are 

in he Chickasaw Nation, when they will be pa id by the Chairman of 

the Chickasaw Townsite Commission . 

It is contemplated to move four of these parties from the 

hoctaw Nat ion to the Cherokee and Creek Nations at once , and this 

ommunication is sent you in nrder that there may be no del ay in 

payment of their s a lary and expenses ." 

The Disbursing ..1.'1-gent states that he regards said instructi -
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ons sufficient to warrant him in payin g "Supervising En ginee r Hi n ck ­

leys forces while working in the Cherok ee Nat i on and the c reek Jat ­

ion." 

The Commission er states tha t on July 24, 1900, the Depart­

ment ad vi sed you that "The expenses i n curre d in surveying and piliat­

ting said towns will until further order s b e pa id by t he disburs ­

ing officer of each of the townsite commi s sions for said nation s"; 

that his office is unable to find any departmental i n structionw 

which would seem to extend the aut hority of said Disbursing gent , 

and that it is doubtful if he is at present authorized to pay the 

expenses of the townsite commissions no w at work in the Cherokee 

and Creek Rat,ona. He re commends tha t said dis bursing agent "be ad­

vised by wire that he is authorized t o pay Su pervising ng ineer 

Hinckley's 'fownsite forces while at work in the Creek and Ch e r okee 

Nations ," and also that you be so advised by letter . 

Said disbursing agent was apponted under the agreement set 

out in section 29 of the act of Congres s approved June 28 , 1898 

(30 Stat., 495) , for t he Choctaw ration , and it is rot consider ed 

advisable that he should be directed or auth orized to p ay t he ex­

penses of said "forces" while employed in the Cherokee 1 at i on and 

Creek ation. The officers of the Townsi te Commission a t .Iu s kogee 

have been indefinitely furloughed , and no townsite commissi ons have 

been appointed as yet for the Creek and herokee ~ations . Under t he 

OODdit1ona now existing the Depar tment considers i t advisabl e that 

he United States Indian Agent for the Union Agency shall pay the 

%plnaes of laying off t ~e towns in the Creek and Cherokee Nat i ons 
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under the provisions of said act of E ay 31 , 1900 , except of course 

the salary and personal expenses of t he Supervising Engineer . on 

the 20th instant you were advised by wire in accordance with the 

view above expressed. 

It does not a ppear that the let ter of t he Special Disburs­

ing Agent came through your offi ce . You will call his attention to 

the tact tha t he has been here to fore instructed t o mak e his reports 

to you, and you are also advised tha t any change in the instructions 

heretofore given to t he disbursing agents should not be made by ycm 

unless expressly directe d by the epartrne nt . 

espectf ully , 

Thos . Ryan . 

I 

Ac ting Secretary. 

Ind.Ter.Di"V. 
4201-1900. 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 1536 received Dec . 31 , 1900 . Df f ice of 
U.S. Indian Inspector for I . T. /ashington , Dec . 22 , 1900 . Se c­
retary. Not deemd advisable that Choctaw Commission pay townsite 
expenses, Creek and Cherokee at i on s ; Indian gent should do so . 



I676-'00 
6867-'00 

The Honorable, 

DEPARTiviEr T OF TH . , I NTER IOR , 

Office of U. S . Indian Inspector , 

For 

Indian Territor y , 

.M\lscog ee,, Ind . T., July 16 , 1900 . 

The Secretary of too Interior . 

Sir : 

Replying to Department letter of the 6th instant , requesting 

me po report whether Superv1 sing Engineer Ho rard V. Hi nckl ey has 

severed his connection w.ith a ll business enterprises in the Indian 

Territory, e.nd 1he ther be has devote d all his time and attention 

to the duties or his office since his appo i ntment thereto , I ha ve 

the honor to report that from all information at h and • Hinck -

ley has severed his co nne cti on wlth al l business enterprises in 

the Indian Territory , and in substantia t ion of this , I have a 

letter from him, dated the 12th instant , in hich be state s ; 

~Answering yours or lOth; ' ith the exception of Muscogee later 

orks, on which I may need to ~end 2 or 3 evenings next li nter , 

or after ratification of Creek Treaty , to save a '· 2000. 00 fee 

already earned, I ha ve seve r ed all connections with business enter-

prises in the Territory. I refused l ast week a job in o. T. 

With a $3000.00 fee attached t o it. 

~r have devoted my whole time &nd attenti on since (and 

including) June 4 to the duties of the office . n 

--Preas Book No.4-letter 75. 
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Since Mr. Hinckley's appointment on June 4, 1900, he has. 

4eToted his whole time to the duties of the office. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant , 

.. 
U. S . Inditin Inspector , for 

the Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press Book l o. 4-letter 75.Muskogee , Okla . 



First Quarter 1900 

Voucher 3. Supv. salary & per diem. ~163 . 40. You state 

that I paid myself $3.00 per diem for Aug . 1st instead of p2 . 00 • 

...:.:~ lanation: Referring to voucher 3 , you will find that 

I paid myself for per diem 18 da . (1? da . Cb1 2 . 00 and 1 3 . 00 ) $3? . 00 

I also show on s ame voucher the days for which I am entitled 

to per diem. These days include July 31 , $3 .00 and 1? da . in 

.A.ug. ~ 2.oo. 
Possibly per diem for July 31 should have been included in 

voucher 1, but I had to leave early on onday July 31 and I made 

out voucoo r 1 on July 29 and failed to include July 31 . 

Voucher 4. Traveling expenses . 

On returning from Bacone University and Ft.Gibson on Aug . l? (sub . 

vouch3 r 12} Mr. New was not at his barn . His hired man ho was 

authorized, signed recei p t. I attach herem th receipt signed by 

Mr. New. 

Voucher 7. Traveling expenses . 

J. E. Tiger, interpreter for 2 days ~ 2 . 50--- 5 .oo 

John c. West , Policeman , R. R. fare from Aus cogee , I . T. to 

Eufaula and return ~3.05 and breakfast and dinner ~ . 50---- 3 . 55 

I enclose affidavits as requir ed by Indian Office . 



iB reply t o the f ollowi ng : 

d. 
-1901. DE.PART:t>l1E Nr OF THE I -IT F. IOR 

Off ic e of Indian Affa irs, 

i7ashingt on , 

' 

J nuary 11, 1901. 

'!he HoD.orable 

The Seer etar y of the I nteri or . 

Sir: 

There is enclosed , herewith , report da te d De cember 31 , 1900 , 

from I nspector right , ack owle dgi ng re ceipt by Dep t ment refer -

e ce of December 24 far co ns i derat ion , report and recommend tion , 

of a communicati on dated December 20, 1900 , from .. ~r . J .s . Standley , 

Delega te repre senting the Choctaw Nat i on , i n wh ich he gives the 

•arious reasons wh y i n hi s op i n ion the offices of the Department 

u the India Terri tory s!:Dould be moved from Muscogee to South 

McAlester. 

The Inspector st at es, ithout en t ering ito a discussion of 

the various reaso ns a s signed by ~r . Standl ey why this i n his judg­

t Should be d ane , that the u.s . I d~~n ·Agencc (Sic) has been lo ­

cated at Muscogee f or a lon g t i me; that ne off ices for the agent 

aa well as for t he I nspe ct or , have re cent l y been erected , and th t 

e does not know of y su i table offi ~ es i n t he to of South MeAl -

ster tha t could be secured . I nspector '7right also states t ha t t he re 

1a much more detail ed work to be per f ormed i n t he Creek and Cherokee 

atio s by the I nsp ector aDd the I nd i a ge~t than there is i n t he 

hoctaw a d Chickasaw Nations , d that he does not thi k that 

'' 
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he.-ge i n the location of the off ices s hould be considered at t h is 

time. 

The office con curs i n the I nspec t or ' s sugge s t ion tha t the 
of 

office of the I ndi an Agent and'the I nspector be not removed from 

u cogee at the present time . 

( G. A. • ) 

P. 

Very respect f ul ly , 
Your obed i ent sery nt , 

• • Jones , 
Commi s sioner . 

( darsed) Union gency No . 1776 .Re ceived Feb . 10 , 1901 . 0ffice of u.s . 
I11dian Inspe ctor for I ndia Territory . · u~.shington , Fe bruary 11 , 1901 . 
Secretary----Gover nment off ices · 11 rema i n at Muskoee e . 



Me K I N N I S & R I G G 

REaL ~ ~TaTE , FAR ND CHATTEL LO A.NS . 

&::>HA '/NEE . OKL • Jan . 20 , 1901 

To the Ron. Se cretary of t he Interior , 

v/ ashington , D. C. 

Dear Sir:-I have just returned from a tr ip through the Indian Terry . 

and find a spirit on the pary (Sic) of certa in i ndividuals tore­

tard the progress and devellopment (Sic) of towns by hold i ng the 

property at fabelous pri ces. I desi re to know if the department 

has commisioned (Sic) any one or recognized by tre aty or otherwise 

to sell possession to the unimproved pr0perty with in the limits of 

Town-sites designa ted and set apart by the government? If not can 

any one settle upon and i mprove vacant lots wi thout being amenable 

to the law · as an intruder? I also desire to know if any l a nd has 

been set apart for Town- si te purposes at the st a tion of Jetumka , 

Creek Nation Indian Territory and what tra ct? 1 lso what does "righ t 

of occupancy " or "occupancy right" mean? 

Yours truly , 

Geo . • ·. cKi nnis . 

\Endorsed) Union gency # 1 661 received Jan . 22 , 1901 off ice of u.s . 
Indian Inspe ctor f or I . T. hawnee . • T. Jan . 20 , 1 0 1 . : cKi nnis , 
Geo. E. ~sks if t he dept . hc s commis sioned any one to sell unimprov-
ed townsi tes in the nd . Ty? If one can oo ttle upon uni proved t own 
lots? ..... r land has been set apart for to .nsite at .tetumka , Creek :at i on , 
and asKs for a definition of "ri g t of oc cupancy" or "occupan cy dght "? 



DEPAR 'l,MENT 
OFFICE OF INDI N 

OF T 
FIR . 

I I T 

·, ASHI GTO • 

I R. 

January 24 , 1901. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Inter ior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to t ransmi t herewith a report made on J an -

uary 11, 1901, by J . Geor ge 'ri ght , U. • Indian nspe ctor for the 

Indian Territory , showing the progress of the t owns i te work in the 

Indian Territory du r i ng the month of December l 00 . 

The report s ho r;s that the townsite work is we ll in hand and 

that rapid progress is ei ng made in the estab lishment of the exter ­

ior limits of towns as we ll as in t he 1 atter of surveyi ng and pl a t -

ting those tons where the exterior limits have been surveye d. 

It is r espectfully recommended that the Inspe ctor be advised 

that his report is approv ed. 

Very r espe ctf ully , 

Your obed i ent servant , 

· • A. Jones , 

.c. v.(~' e) Commissi oner . 

(lndorset) Union Agency /J 1?31 received Feb . 12 , l 01 . office of u. 
• Indian Inspector for I . T. ashington , ebruary l , 1901 . secretary . 
pproves towns 1 te report for ecember 1900 . 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
OFFI OE 0 F I I Fl!,_a·IRS . 

-. ASHIIID'I10N . 
February 1 6 , 1 901 . 

The Honorable 

The Secretar y o f t he Interior . 

Sir: 

I have t he honor to transmit herew i th a report made on Feb . 

14, 1901, by J. George r i ght , U. s . Indian Inspector for the Ind­

dian Territory, stating that i n connection wi th the mining applica -

tiona, leases, and oper ations in t he Indian Terr i t ory i t is t~equen-

t1y desirable and ne cessary tha t the U. s . i ne Inspector for · the 

Indian Territor y , r . L. Y. Bryan , visit h is of r ice f or a conference 

\ 

and that it is a l so frequently desirable t ha t r1. r . Bryan a ccompany him 

in making persona l investiga tio ns of mi ning oper ations and inspe c t ing 

tracts for which ap plic at i ons for leases are be i ng considered and 

he also st ate s t ha t Jr . Bryan has had many years ' experience and his 

advice is in many instances valuable . 

He therefor e requests that r . Bryan be authoriz ed t o report 

tor such purposes when desired . 

In the opinion of this office the I nspe ctor should have and 

is entitled to assis tance and advi ce of a n experienced Mi ne Inspector 

when he deems such ass is tance and advice ne cessary . It is therefore 

respectfully recommended t hat his recommenda tion be approved . 

Very respectful ly , 
Y~ur ob ed i ent servant , 

• • Jones • 
• C • V. ( L' e ) 0 mmi s s 1o ne r • 

( ndorsed) Union Agency # 1848 rece i ved 1 ar . 14 , 1901 off i ce of 
U. s . Indian Ins-pector for I . T. fashington , Feb. 27 , 1901. See­
r ary. u~hor1zea Mine In~ctor to report to I nspe ctor for Ter-

1tory in connection with le ase mat ters . 



D E P .A T E.. N T Q 1 T I T I R. 

' AS llG 0 • 
February 25 , 1901 • 

• J . • Zevely , 

Specia l Inspec tor . 

anadarko , k l ahomB Terr itory . 

Sir: 

As soon as you have complet ed your duti es in rizona ou 

will proceed to .:usk ogee , Ind i an Ter r i tory , and assist the United 

~tat e s At torney for either of the districts in said Terr i tory , in 

the prose cuti on o f any cases pending in the co urts thereof for the 

viola tion o f a ny of th e provi s i ons of the act of ongress approved 

June 28 , 1898 ( 30 tat . , 495 , or any other st· tutes of the Uni ted 

St a t e s Indian Inspector for the I ndi an Terri tory . Said Tnspector 

will advise you Ni th reference to the ma tt e r upon your arrival a t 

uskogee . ....e will be informed of the substance of this letter to 

you by t h e Depart ant . 

espectfully , 

( Sigf'le d) • • i tchcock o 

Ind . Ter . Di v . Secretary. 

( dcr s ed ) Union .~~ency ; 1846 r eceived . ar . 4 , 1901 off ice of U. 
s. Indi an I ns pe c tor for I . T. rlas hington , Feb . 25 , 1901 . Secretary . 

Copy of ins t r ue t i ons to I ns pe e tor Zevely to return to ,luskogee after 
finishing in ar i zona . 



DEP R'It: 1 -I T OF T · I \lT RI R , 
Unit e d t ate s Indian Ins oo ctar 

"" 
for 

I nd ian Ter ri tor y , 

\l!us c ogee , Ind . T ., March 1 , 1 901 . 

Circular to Empl oye s : 

Fr om Iarch 1 , 1901 , t m of fi c e hours of c ler ks i n t he 

Insp ector ' s and ot m r c onnecti ng offices i ll be f r om 8 : 30 A . M. 

to 5 P . M., Wit h one ho ur a t noo n . 

It is desi r ed t .hat all r ecords to be place d in t he v ault 

each n i ght b e s o depos it ed by 5 P •• pr omp tly , and that orl( be 

suspended at t l t hour hen possible i n order that offices may 

be cle ane d by j an i tar • 

All clerks Will be e xpe c t e d to b e on du t y d . ing the hours 

above n:e n tioned . 

D. H.K. 

Employes will sign b elow : 

1 . Dana H. C.el.sey . 
2 . Arth ur L . Dahl . 
3 . N •• N'cintosh . 
4 . Lyman K. Lane . 
5 . J . Fen t r es s i s dom . 
6 . C. J . Ohnhaus c 
7 . R. B. 1 i s en be r g , 
B. n . ·r. Muir . 
9 . Henry Vol d . 

10. John D. Benedic t . 
11. Harry Tv axey . 

J . Ge o . right. , 

United S tates Indian Inspe c tor for 
t he Indian Terri tory . 

l 2 o Guy • Cob b . 
1 3 . Alic e • obertson . 
1 4 . e a r l M. , i daluman • 
15 . Blanch Oppenhe i mer . 
16 . ~· ar ian B. a wye r , 
1 7 . Fran k c. Churchill . 
18 . Gear ge Bixby . 
1 9 . N. T . a ll . 
20 . H. V. Hi n ck l e • 
21 . D. A. Cobb . 



DEPART ME T 0 F T H · I N T E R I 0 R, 

• SHINGT ON . 

U•ited States Indi an Inspector 

far t he I ndian Terri tory, 

:il.luskogee , I . T. 

Sir : 

Ma rch 14 , 1901. 

}!, • 

I nclosed herewith you will fi nd a ct of Congress approved 

March 3, 1901, entitled " n Act making appropriat ions for the 

current and conti gent expenses of the I ndi an Dep artme nt and 

f or f ulfilling treaty stipula tions with va rious Indi an tribes 

tor the fiscal year endi ng June t hirtieth , i neteen hundred and 

two, a.d for other purposes , n Public 13? . 

Your attention is specia lly invite d to the followi ng 

provisions of s a i d a ct : page l? , under head of "Genera l Inci ­

dental Exp enses of the I dian Service , " fift h par agraph ~king 

a appropriation of 18, 000 . 00 for genera l i ncide tal expenses 

et the I ndian Service i s aid Territ or , i n cludi ng i ncidental 

expe aes of rour office , and for p y of employes . 

\ 
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Your attention is further ca l led to the t hir d paragraph 

on page 20, maki ng an appropriat i on of ~p l50 , 000 . 00 to pay a ll 

expenses incident to the s urvey , platting and appraisement of 

townsites in t he Choc taw, Chicka saw, Creek and Cherokee Nations , 
' 

Indian Territor y , under existing law. Your attention is spe­

cially ca lled t o t he proviso in s ai d paragraph rn ich declares , 

"That here aft e r the Secreta r y of the Interior may, henever the 

chief execut ive af the Choctaw or Chickasaw Na tion fails or 

refuses t o appoint a townsite commissione r for any ton , or to 

f'ill any vacanc caused y t he ne lect or refusal of the 

town-site commis s i oner appoi nted by the chie f execut i ve of the 

Choct aw or Chic ka saw Na tion to qualify or act , in his di s cret i on , 

appoint a commissioner to f ill the va cancy thus created . " 

You will call t he attention of the chie f executive of 
. 

said nati ons to sai d pr ovision and report to the Dep tment what 

action, if an y , should be t aken under s a i d provision at the 

present t 1me. 

Your attent i on is f urther cal l ed to the fourth paragraph 

on page 22, relative to the submis si on of t h e act s, ordinances , 

ar resolutions of t h e Cree k or Cher okee t r ibes , except resolu­

ions tor adjour nment, to the re sident . You Will also cal l 
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the attention of the Principal Chiefs of the Creek and Cherokee 

Nations to the provisions of s a i d paragraph . 

Your attention is also ca lled to section 3 of i d a ct 

authorizing the Secretar y of the Interior to gr ant ri ht of way 

in the nature of an easement for t he construct ion , operation 

and maintenance of telephone and telegraph l i nes , and of f ic es 

tor general telephone and telegr aph usiness through any Indian 

reservation, etc., a nd ou are r eques ted to r .eport what re gula ­

tiona in your judgrent should be i ssued in order t o carry out 

the provisions of sai d section . 

An early report upon the matt ers herein referred t o is 

desired. 

The Depart.ment .ha s he r et'of ore sent you ten copi es of 

aid act and you will for a r d one copy to each of the c hief 

executives of said t ribes. 

Ind . Ter .Di'v • 
g91-1cao1. 
1 inclosure. 

Respectfully, 

• A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency No. l936 . Re ceived Mar . l9,190l . Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territor y . Va shington , ·1archl4 , 1901 , 
Secretary----Calls attention to Ind . pprn . Act for 1902 , andre-
que t1 report Wit h suggestion as to regulat i ons ne ces ar y to ca rr y 
lame into effect. 



The Secretar y of ··va r . 

Sir : 

'\]"T OF THE INTER I O , 

ash i n gton , 

Mar ch 25 , 1901 . 

F . 

I am i n rece i p t of your communica ti on dated March 20 , 

1901 , re f e r ring to p rev i ou s corr e s pondenc e conc ern i ng the 

recent disturban ces i n t he Indian Te rri t ory , and inc.l osing a 

copy o f a communicat i on f ro m the Command i ng of icer of the 

United St a tes t r oops at Muskoge e , I ndi a n Terri t ory , dat ed 

Ma~ch 10 , 1901 , i n wh ich he r eports the final d i spost i on of 

the ca sea wh ich called f or the pr e se n ce of troops i n s upport 

of the civil a ut hor ities , and a l s o the suggest i o of the 

Genera l Commanding t he De pa rtment of the Mi ssour 1 ~ , h i ch 

includes the Ind i a n Terri tory , and invi ting my spe cia l 

attention to sai d s u gges t i on " t hat apparently the troops may 

now be returne d to t heir s tat i on , Fort Reno , where they are 

much neede d f or t he p roper prote c t i on of p ubl c pr operty • 11 

You s tate t t the Dep a rtment oul d be glad to have 

my~iews at as e arly a dat e as pra ct ic abl e conc er n ing the 

propriety of w1 t hd r a wi ng the tr oop s fr om ] uscoge e and returning 

them to t heir mi li t a r y duties at Fort Reno . 

In r ep l y , I have t he honor to s tate that on March 6 , 

1901 , the United St a t es I ndian Inspec tor for the Ind i an 

' 
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rri tory reported t o the Depa rtment t hat he had bee n r ecent l y 

informed by the office r i n command of said troop s that his 

present orders we r e to r emain in the Indi an Territ'ory for an 

indefinite period , as requeste d by the Inspect or , and s a id 

officer desired , i f p os s i ble , some i nt imat i on of the probable 

length of time t he pr es ence of s a i d troop would be requir ed . 

He reports t ha t the United St a te s J~ a rsha l , ho was present at 

said interview, deemed it advisable tha t s a id military forc e be 

kept in the Indian Territory for at lea t six mont hs , in 

which opini on th e In~e c t or concurs . He f urthe r report s 

that , 

~In vie of t he fact , however , tha t this military force is 
now stationed he re and it is consi de red advisa ble by al l 
concerned that t hey should remain for so me months a t least , 
I woul d respectfully state that , i n my judgment , it would be 
desirable that at least one troop of cavalr be permanent ly 
l o ated in t he Territory , either at this poin t or at Fort 
Gibson during t he t ransit i on peri od now taking plac e and until 
a l l lands a re allotted as i n the enrollment of t he Indians 
and the all otment of these lands t here ·11 be some opposi t ion 
and I believe that tbe pr esence of t h is militar force will 
produce a good ef f e ct throughout t he Terri tor y . " 

He furt e r s tates t a t thi s op in i on is concurred i n 

by the United St ates Mar s ha l for the Northern District , hich 

eab~ace the Cherokee and Creek at i ons , and al ~ o by members 

or the Commiss i on to the ~ive Civ ilized Tribes . 

The Commissioner of Indian Affa ir ~ i n for arding 

aid report of t he Uni t ed ~ta t es Indi an Ins pe ctor , recomme nd s 
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tha t if t he Department deems s uch a c t ion proper "the Secretary 

of ar be re ques t e d to d i rect t hat a t r oop of cavalr y be 

stat i oned i n the I nd ian Ter r i tor y f or at l e as t s i x months . n 

The De partment i s ob l i ged to re~y i n a grea t me a s ure 

upon the vie ws of it s of ficers i n the I ndi a n Terri t ory , re l ati ve 

to the necessi ty of keep i n g a milit ar y f or c e t he re i n , an d f rom 

the above s t a t ement s i t seems t o be t he unan i mous opini on of 

the members of the Commission t o t he Five Civi lized Tr i bes , 

who are specially c harge d wi th t he duty of mak i ng r olls o f 

said nat i ons and allo t t i ng t he l a nds therei n to the members 

thereof , that troop s s houl d r ema i n f or a p eri od of at least 

ix months , wh ich op i n i on is co n curred in by t he Uni ted States 

Attorne y f ar the orther n Di s tr ic t s , · ho r epr e s ents the Depart -

ment of Justice , and by the Un i ted Sta t es Ind i an I nspec t or 

who is sta tion ed in t h e Indian Terri tor y under the provisions 

or section 2? of t he" Cur t i s Act " to"pe r f orm any u t i s 

required of the ecreta ry o f the Int e r i or relat i ng to aff airs 

therein" under hi s a uthori t y and direc t ion . 

I have , t here f or e , t o reque st t hat t he compa ny of 

troops will be d irec ted to rema i n in 0a i d Terri tory f or a 

period of s i x months , and i f in the me a ntime i t s hal l b e f ound 

t ha t t he ir pr esence is unne ce s sa fU rther ac t i on can e taken 

1:n the pr emises . 

Ind . Ter . Di -v . 
1150-1901 . 

Re sp e c tfu l l y , 

...:.. • • Hitch cock , 
ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Un i on .\.gency o . l 987 . e ceived .ar . 30 , 190l . Off ic e o u.s . 
Indi a n Inspector for Indian Terr i to r y . a sh i ngt on , .. a rch 25 , 1 901 . 
eoretary-----~nclos e s cop i e s corre spondenc e nth fa r Dep t ., r e l . 
emoving troop from Ter . 



D E P A R T E N T OF TEE I T T 
A ' IIIDT r . 

I R. 

pri l 26 , 1901 • 

• s. Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terr itory, 

1 uskoe;ee, Ind. Ter . 

ir: 

I am directed by the ecretary to enclose herewith , for your 

Dformation, a cop of depart ental let ter of 1. pril 24 , 1901 , to the ' 

ommission to the Five Civilized Tri bes , instructing s a id commission 

relative to the cancellation of prelimi nary al lotments in cas es where 

lands have been segregated for townsite pur poses . 

IDd .Ter.Di v. 
17-1901. 

l inclosure • 

(Indorsed) Union .H.gency # 
indian Inspector for I . T . 

closes copy of letter to 
elect ions. 

e spe c tful ly , 

~dward .. . Dawson. 
Chief Clerk . 

2099 received pr . 30 , 1901 off ice of U •• 
ashington , pril 26 , 1901 . Secretary . 

Dawe s Commissi on rel . c ance lli ng allotment 



DEPART M T F T H I I 

· ash ing ton . 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

tor too Indian Terri tory , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

T I 0 R , 

ay 20 , 1901. 

The Department is in recei pt of your communication dated 

May 9 , 1901, referring to depart ent letter dated April 29 , 

1901 , in reply to your co mmuni cat i on of April 1 6, 1901 , concern­

ing the collection of tribal t axes by the United t ates I ndian 

Agent , Union Agency , in t he Creek and Che rokee Na tions , and 

referring to the recent act of Congress en ti tled ttAn Act to 

amend section six , chap t er 119 , United States tatutes At 

Large , No . 24 , " approved arch 3 , 1901 (31 St at .• ,l44? ) , whi ch 

confers United States citizenship upon "ever y I ndian in I ndian 

Territory, * * * \tithout in any manner i mpairi ng or otherwise 

aftecting the right of any such Indian to tribal or other 

property . " 

You requested tba t the order gi ven by the I nd ian Off ice 

on August 22 , 1899 , pursuant to de artmental directi on dated 

Jaauary 31 , 1899 , to deposit in the ub - Treasury at t . Louis , 

Missouri , at the end of each week all moneys recei ved by him 

on account of tribal r evenues , be modified so f ar as it rel ates 
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to pemit taxes receive d by said Agent in t he Creek and Cherokee 

!lations, and that said Agent, be authorized and directed to 

retain said fund as cash on hand "until the matter is decided in 

the courts as to whether or not the collection of sue h taxes , 

since the Indians have been made citizens of the United States , 

was legal, in order that the Agent might return the same to the 

parties from whom it was co l lec ted should it be decided that 

such collection was without author ity of law. " 

You were advised by the Department in said letter of April 

29, 1901, that -

"The rna tter reported upon by you has been care fully 

considered by the Department , and it does not per ceive that any 

good reason exists for modifying its instructions to the 

Comm.issione r of India n Affairs dated January 31, 1899, direc t­

ing that the moneys be transmi tted by the Indian Agent at the 

end of each week to t he Assistant Treasurer of the United States 

at St.Louis." 

The acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs f orwarded your 

said communicat ion on May 1 5 , 1901 , and renews the recommenda­

tion made by him on April 23rd last . 

The matters s tated in your said communicat ion of May 9th 

have been carefully and thoroughly considered , and tbe Depar tme nt 

finds no good reason for changing its views as expressed in said 

letter of April 29, 1901, and must decline to reconsider or 

aodity said instructions. 



-3-

You w1.11 therefore direct the United St ates Indian Agent 

for the Union Agency to deposit t he money c~llected by him with 

the .A.ssistant Treasurer of tbe United St ates as heretofore 

instructed by the Department o 

A copy of the letter of transmittal of the cting Commis­

sioner is inclosed herewith . 

Ind • Ter .. Di v • 
1911-1901. 
1 inclosure • 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.2202 Received May 27 , 1901 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector fo~ Indian Terri tory ~ash ington , ay 20 , 
1901. Secretary.----Agent will be d i rected to deposit Creek and 
Cherokee moneys collected by him with Assistant Treasurer.----



D PART EN T OF TH 

i a shingto n . 

United States Indian I nsp e c t ar-

I T R I 0 R, 

May 22 , 1901 . 

For the Indi an Terri t or y , usk ogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

The department is i n r eceipt of your co mmuni cat i on d ate d 

April 24th, 1901 enclo s i ng t h erew i th a l e tter dated Ap r il 

22nd from the Superint en den t of chools in t he I nd i an Terri tory 

requesting that au th ority be gi. ve n him to expend a sum not 

exceeding tm hundred dolla r s for a su i t able d rivi ng t e am , 

and additi onal aut hori ty t o expend t Ten t y dollar s per month f or 

teed and care of sai d team . You report t hat on a ccoun t of the 

statements of the upe r int endent and si nce be is r e qu ir ed to 

make long dr ives i t ould seem to b e more a dvi sable that he have 

a team at his di sp os a l at all t i mes f or th i s pur pose . You 

further report t hat t h e upe r int en den t ha s i nf orre d you "tha t he 

personally owns a suit abl e veh ic le wh ic h be c an us e uit hout 

8l.pense to the gov ernmnt at t hi s ti:rm " and you recommend t hat 

t~ authority asked f ar b y hi m b e gr an t e d a t a n e ar ly date . 

The Acting Commissi oner of I nd i an Affairs for warded your s ai d 

cammunication ani enclosure on May 20 t h , 1901 and recomme nd s 

that authority be granted as r eque s ted "payrll3 nt t her e f or to 

be made from the appropri ations ' Indi oneys , Pr oc eeds of 

Labor, Choctaw , Chickas aw , Ch:l rokee and Creek'". On pr i l 30th 

last the department ackno ledged t he re cei pt of a corumunic at ion 

from the Acting Commissioner dated April 26t h , 1901 reco mme nding 

hat authority be g ranted for tm United t ates I ndian ent 
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•" ~.be Uni on Agency , I ndi an Territory to expend t he sum of 

wenty doll ars p3r mont h , or so muc h thereof as may be nece s ­

sary, tor tbe purpose of f'e ed and care of t o hor ses required 

t or t he Agent ' s us e i n t he di s c harge of h is official duties a t 

said agency for t he r easons stated in t he gen t ' s letter of 

April 5 t h , 1901 i n closed thereWith . In said communicati on of 

t~ Agent he stated that in c onne cti on with the ork of sup ­

pr essing the sp r ead o:r ana1.l pox i n t he Indian Terri tory it 

became necessa r y for t he Board of Health in the Choctaw ation to 

purchase t wo h or ses , t hat vJl en sai d- board finished its labors 

in the Nation th e hor ses were turned o er to him and that he has 

taken tmm up and i 11 a cc aunt for t m m on h is return of 

property for t he third quarter of 1901 . The commissione r was 

i nforme d that t r co n:iati on of the Acting Commissioner was 

concurred i n by t he department , and that .he should nadVi se the 

agent t het it may be ne ce ssary hereafter to direct t ha t said 

horses be turned over to the uperintendent of .3chools f or the 

Indian Ter ritory far h is use i n connection With · h is official 

duties . " The ne cessi ty has appar ently arri ved and you ill there-

tore direct th e Unit ed .tates I nd i an Agent for the I ndian 

Territory to turn over said hor ses to the uperintende:n t of 

aobools for h i s use in connection i th h is officia l , duties and 

take proper r e ceip t s t herefor . 

The authority i s grant ed to the uperintendent of chools 

to expend a sum not t o exceed t wenty doll ars per mon~h f or 

te d and care of said hor ses , payment therefor to be made f rom 
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the eppropriations "Indian voneys , Proceeds of Labor , Chocta , 

Chickasaw Chero kee and Creek . " 

A copy of the letter of t he Acting Commissioner is 

enclosed hereWi. t h . 

lnd .Ter . Div. 
1967-1901. 
1 inclosure. 

espe ctfully , 

Thos . yan 

cting eoretary. 

(Endorsed) Union ency o . 2234 eceived 3une 1 , 1901 ff ice 
of u.s.lndian Insp~ c tar for I ndi an Ter r itory. ashington, 
May 29, 1901, Comm1ssioner .---- el . to appropriation , from 

Indian Mone ys, r oceeds of Labor , Choctaw , Chickasaw, 
Cherokee and Creek ., being used by uperintendent of ~chools , 

tor a sui t able driving te am and feed in and care of same . ----, 
not to exceed t wo hundred dollars f or team , and t enty dollars 
per month for c r e of team , additi onal .--- -



D E P A R T N T OF T I N T E I 0. :a . 
I ASHIIJGT • 

DFF I CE F I J I ~ ~ Fni S. 

June l , 1901 • 

• J . George , right , 

U. • Indi an Inspector , · 

11hlskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

Owing to a ruling ju t ma de by t h e Civil ervice ommis ­

sion , in which it i s held th at the employment o t he so - ca lied 

irregular clerks in your office and that of the gent at Union 

~ncy , I . T., is in violation of the ivil Servi ce rul es , and 

therefore ille gal , it ill e necessary to relieve t he employes 

in question and f ill t heir places at the earliest pr acticable 

date either by t he transfer of persons who are already in the c l a­

a itied service or by appoint ents from the Civil ervice reg is ­

ter . It is re ali zed th at such a reorganizat i on of t he clerica l 

toroe will cau se c ons i derable e mbarrass ent to yourself and the 

asent , a nd t e di ff icu l t y of secur i ng p roperly qualified and suit ­

a le persons under Ci vil Se r v ice ru l es to take the pl ace of t he 

present "irregular " clerks is fully ppreci ated , but since the con-

ention of the Commission t hat the employme nt of the latter i s con­

&rJ to the letter and s pirit of the r ul es i s unde riab l y correct , 

re is absolutely nothing to do but comp ly wi th i ts requ i r ements 

the pr emises . 

11 of t he cl eric l !JOsi t i ons i n the t 10 off ices ~T ill t here-

authorized as "regu l r , " coii1IOOncing \ith the first of July , 

e ne positions will be f i l l e d as rap i dl y as poss ib le unde r 
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Civil Service rules . In vie\ of this action , it is thought possible 

that you may ·dsh to revise your e stir ate of the positions and sal ar ­

ies for the next f iscal ear , .and y recommendation to the Secretary 

will be held in abeyance until you can be heard from further on the 

subject. ~ lease Gi ve this our ~mme diate consideration , as the sea-

son is now appro a c ing hen the question of hat emplo es are to be 

authorized for the next year must be settledo 

In this conne ction , you are informed that I am not willing 

to recommend an increase in the salary of the chief clerk in your 

office from ~1500 to ~18~0 per annum , in accordance ith your es­

timate of the 16th ul t i mo . It may also be well to stute that in 

making the changes above referred to every effort will be made to 

avoid crippling the service any more than oessary , and to that end 

the irregular clerks~ ill be employed in the regular positions under 

temporary or emergen cy appointments , which are permiss i ble under the 

rules, until their places can be f illed wi th regular appointees . If 

you know of any cl erks any here in the service whom you would like to 

have transferred to your office and that of the agent , a recommenda-

tion to that end i 11 be ven due co sideration . If no such recom-

mendation is received within a reasonable time , steps will be t Lken 

to make the appointmen ts from the eligible register of the Uivil 

Service Commies ion. 
Very respectfully , 

~ . • cT ones • 
Commi ssioner . 

Union ~gency if 2246 received Jun . 5 , 1 01 . ffi ce of u.s . 
41AD Inspector for I. T. ashingLon , June l, 1901 , Commissioner . 

to relieve Irregular Clerks in off ices of Inspector and u.s . 
--··•• Agent, and fill their pl a ces ~ ith Civil s ervice employe s . 



D E R T T T I N T R I 0 R. 
HI NGTO T. 

June 1 , 1901 . 

United States India n Inspe c tor 

for t h e Indian Terr itory , 

Muskog ee , I . • 

Sir : 

On pr i1 16 , l 01 , you repor t e d to the Department con­

cerning t he effe ct of t he r ecent ac t mak .i ng Indians i n the Indian 

Territory ci t i zens of t he United tates , that pend i ng a settle-

ment of the question in t he cour ts you had , in pursuanc e of y 

~erbal ins truc t i on s gi ve n you at t . Louis , "dir ect ed that no 

further demands be made for the payment of tr i ba l taxes in t he 

Creek and Chero kee at i ons e i t her by the Re venue Inspe ctor s or 

the United t a tes Indian gent , but t o a ccept such payments as 

are tendered , and to hold t e s ame sub j e c t t o t he a ct ion of the 

court . " 

On April 29th l ast you were advi sed , among ot he r things , 

t o "dire c t t he I nd i a n gent to depo s i t the mo ney recei ved by h i m 

tor t he benef it of s ai d nat i ons a s h ere tofo r e direct ed by the De -

partment . iith refe r ence to t he colle ct ion of taxe s in sa id nat -

iona , which you s tate has been s uspended , t h e Department vill fur ­

t her ins truct you when duly advised of the action of t he Cr eek and 

h rokee atltons upon t he r ecent a gre eme nts ." 
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The Department has heen advis ed that the Cherokee Nation 

has rejected the agreement ma de wi th said nation as amended and rat ­

ified in the ac t of Congress approved arch 1 , 1901 (31 Stat ., 848 }; 

that the agreement made i th the reek Nat ion as amende d by the act 

of Congress approved :arch 1 , 1 01 { 31 tat . , 861) , has been duly 

ratified by the Creek Nation a l ouncil . 

There appears now t o be no good reason why the revenues 

of the Cherokee at ion should not be collected under the rules and 

regulations heretofore prescribed b y the Department , and also 

those of the ree k r ation except so far as modified by said agree ­

ment • 

jQu ha ve this day been advis ed by telegram to cause the 

revenues of said natlons to e colle cted as heretofore . 

The act of t he Creek at i on al ouncil ratifying the agree ­

ment as amended in s a id act of ongress of ·ar ch 1 , 19 l , has not 

yet been received by the apartment . It should be prompt ly .fo r ­

warded in the usual manner for depart ental a ction , ith such recom­

men4ations as you deem advisable concerning any ch anges ma de by said 

agreement relative to the status of s aid nat ion and the duty of the 

Department in the enforce ent of the provisions of la v co ncerning 

th affairs of said nation . 

The Depart aent also desires a report from you concerning the 

a 1on, if any , taken by the ~at ional Counci l r el ati ve to mak ing an 



- 3-

appropriation f or the sal ary and expenses of t he ins pector of 

revenue for the Creek Nati on . 

Respec tfully , 

E. • Hitchcock . 

Ind.Ter . Div . Secret ar y . 
154:3-1901. 

(Endorsed) Union J;~ency # 2258 r eceived Jun . 8 , 1901 off ice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for I . T. las h i ng ton , June 1 , 1901 . Secr etary. 
taxes in Creek and Cherokee Nati ons should be col l ec t e d as he r eto­
tore. Asks that Creek a ct r a tifyi ng agreement be for ~ arded . 



D EP A RTM 'NT OF T HE I T I R I 0 R, 

ash i ngton . 

J une 28 , 1901. 

Kr.J .George '/right, 

Sir. 

Indian I nspe ctor , 

MUskogee, Indi an Territory . 

Mr.Luke . Bryan has sent me h is resi gnation as Mine 

In~ector for the Terri tory , stating that his private inter­

ests dema nd h i s attention . I r egret this, as Mr . Bryans 

services ha ve been entirely satisfactory , and I desire to 

retain him Wher e he is . Before a cting on his re signation, 

I have to r equest you t o ask Mr. Bryan if he cannot see his 

way to Wi thdraw his resignat~on . 

Also, noting your requ est of January 21st , to be given 

an opportunity to advise tbe Department co ncerning applicant s 

for t he pl ace , in case of a change , I would say t ha t the 

recen t applicants are 

illiam Camer on of Krebs , I ndian Territory , 

G.H. Wi t te of Potean , ( ic ) I ndian Terri tory , 

J ohn R. Murphy , wri ting from la Mines, I nd ian Territory, 

Michael Torry of Grand Juncti·on , Colorado . 

Very respectfully , 

. A. Ri t chcock . 

' ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Uni on Agency No . 2358 Re ceived.Jul. 2 , 1901 Office 
ot u . s .Indian I nspector for Indian Territory. 1ashington, June 22 , 
l~Ol.Se cre tary.----Asks that Inspector see Mr . L • . • Bryan with a 
Yiaw to havi ng him withdraw his re si gnation.----



DEll T :J!Nr F T • I rT • 

ooounts , 
33574- 1901 

:ur. J . George , right , 

u. • Indi an nspe ct r , 

rruskoge e , • T. 

ir: 

d H .. lGT • July 10 , 1901 . 

' ·i th reference to t he le t ters from yourself and the gent at 

Union gency , dated June 20 , l 01 , I have to advise you t hat 

no steps iill he t ak en to appo i t the t 10 cl erks at ~ 1 , 000 per 

annum, who are to be ·e mpl oyed in conne ct ion wi t h the townsite work , 

from the Civil ervice register , but au t horit y is hereby grant ed 

tar their e mp loyment a s irregula rs , t o e repor t ed from onth t o 

month , as as done during the l a st f i s ca l year . As t he transfe r of 

iss Oppenheimer and ~:r . cin tosh , now car r i ed as cle r ks , to two 

of the positions authori zed under t he designat ion of stenographer, 

ia recommended , only two stenogr apher s will be appointed f rom the 

Civil Service egister . I am expec t i ng cer tif icat i ons fo r these 

place every day , and V1 hen they ar e f urn ished no t e 111 be 

lost in making the selections and g etting t he appoin te e s on duty , 

Please instruct the age nt to sub it a report show i ng t e re l ief of 

iss Oppenheimer and r • . cintosh a s clerks and their entrance upon 

d ty as stenographers , for approva l o 

It ill not be possible t secure t he non-co pe ti t ive e~am­

ination of ·r . Lyman • Lane for t e position of prin ci pa l bookkeep­

• but I have r ecommended to the department that a special examine­

ion tor said position be held , and a l though such exa ination ill 

• Lane ill take and pa s s i t I believe l e will 
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stand a good chance of receiving ·the appo i ntment . I have a lso 

asked for authority for t he temporary appointment of Mr . Lane fait 

three months, or such a part thereof as may be requi red to f ill 

the position by a regular appointment . The agent should submit 

his nomination as a tempor ary employe , commenc i ng July 1 , 1901 , 

on form 5- 246 , for a pproval . If the recently appo inted bookkeepers 

have entered upon duty , a report to tha t effect should also be 

forwarded . 

In regard to the question raised in your letter , as to whe ­

ther the employes in your office can properly be cons idered a s 

being in t he classfied service , you are infor ed that they are 

undoubtedly so , not ithstandi g the fa ct that t here is no s peci f ic 

provision to that effect in the ct making appropr d.ation for 

their salaries . 

Very respectfully , 

• • Jones . 
Commissioner. 

)Endorsed) Union Agency # 241? received July 14 , 1901 . Offi ce 
ot the u.s . Indian nspector for I . T. ·v'ashington , JUly 10 , 19 1 . 
ommissioner . ··ay employ t wo irreg . to ns i te clerks , rela tive 

to examination for bookkeeper L. B. Lane . 



D E P A R T E N T 
FF I C.c. OF II:D I 

OF T I I 
FF I R • 

T I • 

11. SI-II ~GT N. J uly 25 , 1901 . 

Mr . J. George righ t , 

U. s . ndi an I n spe ctor , 

Juskoge e , I . T . 

ir: 

eferring to t he posi t i on of bookkeeper at Un i on gency , 

I. T. hel d b :r . Lyma n K. ane ·under a temporary anpo i n t -

ment , you a r e i nformed that the iv i l s ervice Comrnission ha~ 

expressed a di s i ncl i nat i on to e i ther give .~ . Lane a non- com-

peti tive examinat i on on the l i nes indic a ed by this office 

fo r t he purpose o f establishing a register of eligibles . It 

has t herefo re been dec i ded that tle best t hin to do in the 

circums t a1ces i s to change the t i tle of the pos i tion to book-

keeper and Qaa·hier a d re ue st the resident to except it from 

the requirements of e.arni nat i on and cert i f i cat i on by the Ci vil 

Service Commi ss i on . To t his end it i s suggested tha t you 

submit a formal r eques t for such action to t his offi ce and , 

after conf erring i th t he agent , make a f u l l and complet e 

statement of the dut i es and respons i b ilit i es of the posi tion , 

as well s t he r easons why it 01ght to be pl aced in the ex-

oep ted class. 

Ver y respectfully , 
,; . A . J ones , OIIL.-:'l.iss i oner 

(Indorsed ) Union Agency ~ 2463 e c~ived J ul 20 , 1 01 . f fi ce 
ot Indian Inspe>Ctor for d i an Ter ri t ory ' jashi ng t on J uly 25 , 
1901. Commis s i oner . e l at ive t o pos i t i on he l d by • ane 
being put in exce pt ed class . 



DEPART ENT OF TH .Li: I T ~ R I 0 R, 

I. T. D. 
3077- 1901. 
File 561-1898 . 

.!ashington . 

The united States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Terri tory, 

"uskogee , I . T. 

Sir : 

July 26 , l 90l o 

The Department is in receipt of your letter of July 13 , 

1901, concerning the matter of recognizing the right of ay 

of the kansa s & Choc ta a il ay Company through the Indian 

Territory in the prepar at ion of townsite p lats of the towns 

through which s id p ropo sed r ai l ay runs . 

In reporting upon the matter on July 20 , 1901 , the Com­

missioner of Indian Affa ir s s tate s that , in reply to our 

letter of January 25th , he advised you that 'there are no 

approved plats of s tation grounds on f ile in th i s of fice , 

but that the map of def inite locat i on of the ent i re l ine of 

railroad is on file and t hat a blue print copy t hereof has 

been made agreeably to ourrequest wh ich is this day trans ­

m.itted under separate cove r , " that on June 13 , 1901 , you 

tated that the maps of definit e loca tion of certain roads 

had been furnished you , among them that of t he Ar kansas & 

hootaw Railway Company . 

The Commissioner also re fe rs to his letter of June 8 , l Ol , 
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informing you that maps of the approved rights of way of 

railroads in the Indian Terri tory had been forwarded to the 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes; that it a s t hen 

thought that you could s e cure al l the informat i on ou desired 

from the blue prints furn ished the Commission . 

He recommend ed tha t you be directed to ins truct the 

townsite surveyor ~ to correctly show the right of way of the 

Arkansas & Choctaw Ra i l way Company throu h the to ns of 

Ardmore a nd Durant . In this the Department concurs . 

As to .~.).r dmor e , your at tent ion i s called to depa r tmental 

letter of ~uly 23 , 1901 , and as to Dur ant , to departmental 

letter of JUly 22 , 1901. 

Respe ctfully, 

Thos . F..ayn , 

Acting ~eoretary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency o . 2494 . neceived Aug . 5 , 190l . Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector far Indi an Territory . a shington , July 26 , 1901 . 
Secretary.----Direets t hat """ rkansas and Choctaw ' Y• be sho n on rd 
more and Durant plats . 



DEPART l N T 0 F T H ~ I N T ~ R I 0 R, 

I . T. D. 
34:27- 1901 . 

a shington . 

The United 3tates Indian Inspe ctor , 

tor the Indian Territory, 

uskogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

Au ust 9 , 1901 . 

The Department is in receipt of a communication from 

the cting ttorney Genera l , dated August 6 , 1901 , ackno ledg­

ing receipt of departmental letter of July 31 , 1901 , trans ­

mitting a copy of your CQ~munication of july 17th. 

The cting Attorney General s tates 

"that t he united :>ta t es mar.,hal nd hi s deputies ill 
assist in the removal of intruders upon the Ind ia n land s , so 
tar as they are required or author ized to do so b~' process of 

ourt , but this Depar t ment cannot r equire the marshal or his 
deputies to perform mere police duty . Howev er , if found 
practicable and you shall so des ire , the pr oper district 
attorney 11 be d irect ed to institute legal proceeding s in 
order that the marshal may have process directing him to 
remOYe intruders . This Department rill assist you in this 
m.atter so far as it c n do so la fully . " 

You will ta ke notice of the s ta tement made y the ~ ct ing 

Attorney General and be overne d accordinr l • 

Re pe ctfully , 

Thos . yan . 
Act ing oe cretary . 

( dor e4) Union gency No . 2552 . r.ece1ved .Aug . l6 , 190l . Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashi ngton , Aug . 9 , 1901 , 

• retary--- - ·'(.uotes stat ement of t torney General relo to u.s Mershal 
and deputies assi s ting in removal of Intruders , etc . 



1nance 
,4565/1901 
4:7833/1901 
5'7950-55256/1901 

epartmen t 

0 IC E 

I inolos . 

The U .s.Indi an Inspector 

for the I n dian Terri tor , 

of the I nt e rior , 

I DI ~. AI S 
' 

~· sh ington , ctobe r 22 ,1901 . 

us cogee, I ndi Terri tor • 

Sir : 

LICITATI that authority be granted for the Superin-

ten dent of chools in I ndian. Terri tory to expend the sum of 

340.00 for horses , bu y , set of harness , l ap- robe and 

buggy zh ip , and a sum not exceeding {;24 . 00 per month for feed 

of team . 

I transmit here i th a letter from t he Honorable wecretary 

of the I nterior addressed to you , in hic h he states that 

upon further cons iderati on of t e matter it is deemed i nadvis-

able at ti1e present time to authorize the expend i ture requested 

and that it is considered best for the uperintendent of 

Schools to hir e t he transport ati on it is necessary for him 

to have in the dis charge of his offici · duties . 

Very respectfully , 

:.A. J ones . 

( ) Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union ency o . 2900 eceived Oct . 26 , 190l Office 
f u •• Indian I nspector , for I ndi an Terri tory . ~washi ton , Oct . 

22 1 1901. Comr.1issioner.----Transmits letter of 3e cretary declini ng 
o grant authority for Jupt . of chool s to purc hase team and 

buggy, and stating it is deemed best for him to hi re trans ­
portation.----



Lit t l e Rock , Ar k . Nov . 4 , 1901 . 

Hon . ;r . Geo . :,. ri ght , 

Dear Sir : 

u. s . I nd ian Inspe ct or , 

~Jmskogee , I . T . 

Referring t o the matter of t he work which • J" . Scott , 

President of t he Denison Northe r n Railroad Company pret ends .to 

have done on his pretended survey on our line .of road , I enclose 

you here i.t h a le t ter from ~ . J . Beard , Principa l As s istant Zngin­

eer of the ' .. estern Oklahoma Ra ilroad Co . , ho had cha r ge of the .ur­

vey of our line and who now has charge as engineer on the ground of 

the construction of the road . This let t er of ]tr . Bea rd ' s gives e ll 

the informat ion we have on the sub j ect . 

It appears t hat R. F . Th§mpson is a drayman living a t Ki o ·a . 

Mr . Beard does not know the present address of J i m Hatfi eld , who 

assisted Thompson . You can also get the testimony if you des i re 

ot Mr . R. B. Zggleston , our res i dent engineer , wh o I th i nk is lo -

ated near Kiowa ; also that of w. H. Wood , Div i s i on .;ng i neer , and 

E. J . Beard , Pri n cipa l ·Assi stant Zngi neer ; also that of fien Talley, 

aub- contractor for Mr . Corr i gan . This work , it appears was done 

on that portion of the l i ne embra ced in r • Thomps on 's contract 

With corrigan . Jack O' Grady , f or eman of 1rr . Tal ley , also appears 

' have heard the conversati on ith Thomps on . I ill sta te f or your 

1nfGr.mat1on that this pretended work wa s done on that part of our 



- 2 -

line covered by t he Denison Nor the r n maps hi ch ere made up from 

informat i on stolen f rom our survey . The I nd ian Off i ce and the 

Department are e nt ire l familiar i t h the history of this stolen 

urvey . Sometime l a s t fall ~ . J . Scott and "R . L. Mc .. illie an 

engineer at Denison , Texas , and ho cl aimed to be chi ef engineer 

ot the Deni son ! or ther n , went over our location and stole the 

numbers from ou r s takes , and then had all the data they could ee t 

from our survey r an on to maps and filed in a shingt on , h ich is 

the only pretense of a survey ever made by the Denison Northern 

between the points ne r Lehi gh and Hartshorne . 

These fa cts ·ere clearly s ho n in the contest before t he 

Department and are fully under stood at ashington . 

opy to b . J . Bea rd , 
in . Asst . wngineer , 

Hartshorne , Ind . Ter . 

Very respectfully, 

J . '1 . ~ cLoud , 

General Solicit On~ . 



D E P A R T 1: N T OF T I N T R I 0 R. 
OFFICE OF T: S I ST .. r~T TT R EY -GEiillR L , 

lashingt on , Decemb er 2~ , 1 901 . 

I.T.D. 
5447-~9Ql. 

The Secretary 

of the Interior , 

Sir: 

By your reference , I am in r ece i p t of a copy of a letter , ad­

dressed to you by t he Commis s i oner of Indian ffa irs , under date of 

December 9, 1901, transmitting , wi t h f a vor hle re commenda tion , a 

communicat ion received from the Un i ted St a t es Indian Inspe ctor f or 

the Indian Territory , where i n t he l atter re commends the appointment 

of separate to wnsi t e eo issi oners t o make appra isement of lots in 

the townsites of ariet t a and Chickasha , situated i n the Chickasaw 

Nation, plats of which have been app r oved by the De partment . 

You invite my a t tention to se ct i on s 1 and 29 of t he a ct of 

Congress appr oved Jun e 28 , 18 8 ( 30 t at ., 500 , fi05 ) , and to cer ­

tain provisions co nt a ined in a c ts ap~roved ~y 31 , 1900 ( 31 s t a t ., 

221, 237), and larch 3 , 1901 ( 31 Stat ., 10 8 , 1075) , and r equest 

to be advised as t o t he numb er of comu is s i oners requisite to con -

stitute each sep arate townsi t e commiss i on for towns in t he Cho c t aw 

and Chickasaw nations , and whe the r , i n appoint i ng such commis s i ons , 

the provisions of law referred t o requi r e tha t any of the members 

thereof be appointed by the resident . 

Section 15 of the act approved June 28, 1898 , supra , cont a i ns 

the following provision : 

That there shall be a commission in each town f or each one of the 

Chickasaw, Choctaw, Creek , a nd Cherokee t r ibes , t o consi s t of one 

mber to be appointed by the executive of t he tribe , who sha ll no t 

interested in town property other than his hor e ; one per s on to be 



DEPART l: N T OF T ' I N T E R I 0 R. 
OFFICE OF T_ J: ~s I.:3T rrT TT R TEY -GEl ..!..R L ' 

/ashington , December 2P, 1901 . 

I . T . D. 
5447-~9Gl. 

The Secretary 

of the In ter ior , 

Sir: 

By your reference , I am in receipt of a copy of a letter , ad­

dr e s sed t o you by the Commis s ioner of Indian ffa irs , under date of 

December 9 , 1901 , tr ansmitting , with fa vorab le recommendat ion , a 

communication received from the United States Indian Inspe ctor for 

t he Indi an Territory , where i n the latter recommends the appoin t ment 

of separate towns i te · eo nissioner s to make appraisement of lots in 

the townsites of :ariet ta and Chickasha , situated i n the Chickasaw 

Nation, plats of which have been app roved by the Depar t ment . 

You invite my attention to sect i ons l and 29 of the a ct of 

Congress appr oved June 28 , 18 8 ( 30 t at ., 500 , ~05 ) , and t o cer -

ta in provisions cont a i ned i n acts ap~roved 1?Y 31 , 1900 ( 31 stat ., 

221, 237 ) , and March 3 , 1901 (31 Stat . , 10 8 , 1075) , and request 

to be ad vi sed as t o t he number of co mr. is s i oner s requisi t e to con-

stitu te each separate townsite commission f or towns in the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw nations , and whethe r , in appointing such commis s i ons , 

the provisions of law referred t o require that any of t he members 

thereof be appointed by the President . 

Sec t i on 15 of the act approved J une 28, 1898 , supra , contai ns 

the f o llowing provision : 

That there shal l be a commission in each town for each one of the 

Chickasaw , Choctaw , creek , and Cherokee t r ibes , t o consi st of one 

aber to be appointed by the executive of t he tribe , who shall no t 

interested in town property other than h is home ; one per s on to be 
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appointed by the ecretary of the Interior , and one member to be 

selected b y the town . nd if t he executive of the tribe or t he to vm 

f ail to selec t members as aforesaid , they may be selected and a p­

pointed by the e cretary of the In t erior . 

By sec t i on 29 of the same act , t he agre ement theretof ore con­

cluded with the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes was amended and r a ti ­

fi ed, and i t was provided that , upon the ratification of t he ame nd­

ed agreement by said tr ibe s , the provisions of th a t act should then 

only appl y t o those t ~ o tribes , in so far as the same did not con­

flict with the provisions of such agreement . The agreem ~nt , as 

amended, was subsequent~y duly ratified by the two tribes mentioned , 

and t he pr ovisi on therein contained rela ting to the appo i ntment of 

townsite commiss i ons is as follo ws : 

It i s further agreed that there shall be appo inted a commis­

sion for each o f the two nations . Each commiss ion shall consi s t 

of one member , to e appo inted by the executive of the tribe for 

which sa id commi ss i on is to act , who shall not be i nterested in town 

pro pe rty oth er than his home , and one to be appointed by the pres ­

ident of t he United States . 

The act of J..1ay 31, 1900 , supra , authorized the Secretary o f 

the Interior, i n his discretion , to a ppoint a townsite commis s ion , 

consisting of three members, for each of the Creek and Che r okee 

Nations, a t least one of whom should be a c itizen of t he trib e and 

appointed u pon nomination of the pr i nc i pa l chief , each of whi ch 

commissions was to apprai se and sell f or the bene f it of the two 

ea, respectively , the tow n lo ts in the nat i on for wh ich it was 
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appointed, and that a c t provided that -

whenever in h is judgment the public interests will be thereby sub­

served, t he Secretary of the Interior may appoint in the Choctaw , 

Chickasaw , Cr eek , or Cherokee nat ion a separate to\msite commis­

sion for any t own, in Which event as t o that town such local com­

mission may exer c ise the same autho rity and perform the same duties 

which would oth erwise devolve upon the c ommi ss ion for that nat i on . 

Every such local commission shall be appoi nt ed in the manner provi ­

ded in the act approved June twenty - e i ght h , eighteen hundred and 

nin ety-eight. 

By t he subsequent ac t of March 3 , l Ol , supra , it was pro ­

vided that--

hereafter t he Secr etary of t he Interior may , whenever the chief 

executive of t he Choctaw or Chickasaw Na tion fails or refuses to 

appoint a to wns i te commi ss ioner for any t own.;. or to f ill any ~~racancy 

caused by t he negl e c t or refusal of the townsite commission er ap­

pointed by the c hief executive of the Choctaw or Chickasaw nat i on 

to quali f y or a c t , i n his discretion , appoint a commissioner to 

fill t he va c anc y thus created . 

In det ermi ning the ques t ions involved in your reference , it 

must be noted that sect i on 15 of t he act of 1898 , supra , provided 

for the appo i ntment of local town s ite commissions only , and that 

while t he l anguage of that section in express terms embraced all 

of t he Ind ian tr i bes hereinbefore ent ioned , yet by conditions 

incor pora t ed in sec tion 29 of the same act , and by the subse quent 

r atif ic a tion of the amended agreement there i n set f orth , the pro ­

visions, of t he forme r sec t ion wer e rendered inapplic able , in so 

tar as t he s ame affected t he Cho c taw and Chi ckasaw nations , such 
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agreement ha ving made provision fo r t he appointment of a tribal 

townsite co mmi ssion , for each o f said nat i ons , wh ose juri sd iction 

in towns i t e matters was to be co - extensive v i th the na tion for 

which it ,,as appointed . It will be furthe r no t ed th t prior to 

t he pa s sage of t h e ac t o f .a y 31 , 1900 , s~pra , t here was no pro ­

vision of la~ author i z i ng t he appo i ntment of trib a l towns i te com­

missions for t he Creek and Cherokee na tions . By tha t act provis ­

ion was made f or t he appointment of such tribal commiss ions , and , 

in or der t hat this provision mi ght not be he l d to thereafter pre ­

clude the a ppointment of loc a l cornmi ss i ons in the Creek and Chero ­

kee nations , au thor i ty f or h ich t he reto f ore existed , and , i n order 

also to pr ovide for the appoin t men t of such loc a l commiss i ons 

in the Cho ctaw and Chickasa nations , for which there was then no 

provision in force , the ongress ev identl y enacted the further 

provision herein~efore quoted found in t ha t act , whereby t he e c­

retary of the nteri or was author ized , when in his judgment the 

public inte res ts would be thereby subserved , to appoint local or 

separate towns i te co mmi ssions in any of said nations ttin t he man­

ner of provision in the act approved June t wenty- eighth , eighteen 

hundr ed and nine ty~e ight" . The only provision , re l at i ng to the 

appointmen t of loc a l townsite commissio ns , con tained in the act 

appro ved June 28, 1898 , is the provi sion· hereinbefor e quoted , found 

in section 15 , which specif i ed tha t each co ission shall cons ist 

of t h ree member s and definite l y pre scribes the manner of their 

appointment • The provision contai ned in section 29 authorizing 

t he a ppointmen t of c ommi ss ion s consist i ng of two L ember s , one of 

whom hould be ap poi n t ed by t he Pr es ident, re l a t es exc lusive l y t o 

I 

J 
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the appointment of ribal towns ite col ission s ~or t he Choctaw 

and Chickasaw nations , and, ~hen all the legislation to which 

reference ha s hereinbefor e been ade is considered , it is evident 

that the clause ab ove referred to contained in t he act of 1 90~ , ~­

pra , requiring all separate or local townsite commissions in any 

of the tour nations specified to be appointed in t he manner pro­

vided for in the a ct of 1898 , did not relate or have r eference to 

the provision found in section 29 of tha t act . .. lhile t he l anguage 

employed in the act of 1900 expressly empowers t he oecretary of t he 

Interior to appoint the local commissions refer ed to , yet in view 

of the qualifying clause which follows t he l anguage t hus used , 

spe cifying the manner of their appointme nt , I am of opinion that 

the power of appointment can only be exercised in accor dance with 

the pro vi sion contained in section 15 of t he act of 1898 , supra , 

defining the manner in 1h i ·ch local townsite co ' iss ions should be 

appointed . This construction of the act in que s t i on har monizes 

with the provision subsequent ly incor porated in t he act of I arch 3 , 

1901, hereinbefore quoted . 

For the r easons stated , therefore , I am of op inion tha t loc.a l 

or separate townsite commissions f or to ns in the Choct aw and Ch~ck­

aaaw nations should consist of three members , none of whom are r e ­

quired t o be appointed by t he President . You are advised accord­

ingly . 
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Herewith are the papers . · 

Very respectfully , 

Approved, December 20 , 1901 . 

E . A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary. 

v ill is Van Dev $!1 ter 

ssis t ant ttorney General . 

'Endorsed) Union · gency # 3232 received Dec . 51, 1901. Secretary . 

Washington, Dec. 21 , 1901. Encloses opinion of sst . Attorney 

General holding that townsite commission ers must be appoin ted 

under section 15 of act of June 28 , 1898 . 



D E P A R T L ~ N T 0 F T H E I N T 1 R I 0 R, 

ashi ngton . 
I . T .D. 5573- 1901 . December 30 , 1901 . 

United St a t e s I nd i a n I n spe ctor 

for t he Ind i an Ter ri tory , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

The Depa rtment has received a letter from Mr . Char le s 

Payhe , ichita , Kansa s , dat ed Dec ember 18 , 1901 , referring t o 

department a l let ter of October 7 , 1901 , i n which he was advi sed 

that t he Fi ve Ci vilized Tr i be s of I nd i ans had stringent game 

laws which woul d prohibit the sh i pp i ng of game , an cal ling 

his attention to t e provisi on s of s e ct i on 2137 of the Pevised 

St a t ute s of the United St tes . 

In his said communicat i on of December 18 he inclosed a 

clipp ing from a newspaper in which it was stated that certa in 

parties had r eceived a permi t f rom the U. • Indian Agent 

to hunt i n " t he a ms chi and Cosharte mounta ins" i n t he Indian 

Territory . Mr . ayne compla i ns that per mits have been given 

to certa in parti es , whil e he has been ref us ed a pe rmit to hunt 

or secure game i n the India n Ter r i tory . 

Sa i d s ection 2137 reads as f ollo s : 

"Ever. pe r son , other t han an India n , ho , li thin th limits 
ot any t ribe i th whom the Un i t ed States has existing trea t i es , 

1111 
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hunts or traps , or take s a nd de s t r oys any p elt r i es or ~me , 
except for sub s istence i n the Indian country, s hall forfeit a ll 
the traps, gun s and ammun i t i on in his p ossessioP , used or pr o­
cured to be used f or that pur pos e , and l l pelt ties so t aken ; 
and shall be l ia ble in addi tion to a penal ty of f i ve hundred 
dollars." 

The Department ha s re plie d to nume rou s r equests f or p ermits 

to hunt in the Ind ian Terri t ory , that in v i ew of the provisi ons 

of said section no permits wo uld be i s sued . You wi ll t here~ or 

instruct t he u. S . I nd i an Agent not to is sue any permit to any 

one to hunt i n the Indi a n Territ or y . 

Re spe ct f ull y , . 

E. A. Hit chcock. 

Secretar y . 

( ndorsed) Union ' gency No . 3262 . eceived . Jan . 6 , 1902 . 0ff ice of U •• 
Indian Inspector fo r Ind i an Te rritory. Washi ngton , Dec . 30 , 1901 , 
oecretary----Directed to i nstruct U. • Ind . Agent not to is sue 
any permits to htmt in I ndi an Territory. 



DEPART ii E 

FFIC 

Sir : 

T OF TH 

:' n lb. 

I J T R I R . 

' 
· ash i ngton , • • 

January 2 , 1902 . 

I am in r eceipt of your estimate of fund s required 

for t he service in t he Field Service , Ind . Ty ., during the 

Second quart er , 1 .:-•, 2 . 

I have t h i s day caused a requisition to issue fo r the 

sum of 2 , 250 . 0 0 f or use duri the econd qu rter , 1902 , to 

be placed to your credit vith the ssistant Treasurer of the 

u.s., Chic ago , Ill . 

f rom t e appro pr iat i ons and f'or the obje cts designated in the 

tabular s taten:e nt herewith , - - for the proper care and dis position 

of wh ich s um you will be held to a c count under your bond . 

The U. s . Indian I ns pe ctor 
uscogee , I . T. 

~· 

very respe ctfully , 

• C. Tonner . 
ASS IST T T C ~ . . :ISSI N j • 

(Endo~sed) Union gency # 3263 e ceived Jan. 6 , 1902 . ffi ce 
ot U. S . Indian In ~ €:fetor f or Indi a n Terri t ory . ~ ashington , 
.Jan . 2 , 1902 , Comrni s s io er . I a s i ssued r equi s i t i on for ,2 , 2 0 . 00 
tor 2nd~ ., 1902 . 



D ~ART~! .'JT OF TIL.: LrT.e,R I OR , 

Off ice of the As s is t ant Attor~e y Gen er a l , 

Ind . Te r . Di v. 
5521.1901. 

The Secretary 

:a sh i ngton , 

of t he I n t e rior , 

Sir: 

j an uary 2 , 1902 . 

I am i n receip t o f you r commun i cat i on of the 18t h u lt i mo , 

inclosin g a l e t t er from t he I nd i a n Land and Tr ust Company , 

ruskogee , Indian Terr i tory , to H. G. Lamson , Girard , Kansa s , 

dated December 6 , 19 01 , Ti th request f or my " op i n i on hether the 

proposition co ntained in t he l ett e r of s a i d t r ust company i s in 

violat ion of lavr, a nd hat a c t i on shoul d be taken by the Depar t -

ment i th referen ce t hereto " . 

The body of the le t ter referred t o re a d s a s f ol l ows : 

, Your l e t t er of e cemb er 5 , re c e ived ;· · e send you i th 
this our f older , a n d c i r cul ar l etter giving much info rmat i on 
about our 1 nd s . 

The l arge s t b od r of f i ne l a n d that ve have is l ocated 
about 60 mi l es sout h of Coffeevill e , Kans . The t o ~n of Cat oos a , 
whic h is on the 1''ri s co . R., is i n the Cherokee at i on , a nd 
only two and half mi l es f rom the Cr eek iJa tion h er e ou r l a nd s 
begin , you will f i nd i n t ha t l oc a lit y a s good corn a nd wheat l and 
as you can f i nd on the best r a wford Co ., l a n d in ~hic h co unty 
I am acquainted . 

I f you want p r a i r i e land or pa r t p r a i r i e and pa r t t i mbe r ., 
we ad,ise you to go t o Catoosa where you ill f i nd our agents ' 
there to show you the l an d , if y o wan t he av. timb e r l a nd co me 
here to our office a t Ivus kogee . rice for be s t t i mbe r land 
and p r a iri e l a nd is ·:~ 15 an acre , av e r age price about C\ 1 2 . 50 . 

You invite attent ion t o the legisla tion ( 25 S t a t .,.873 ; 

26 Stat.,465 proh ibiting the use of t he ma ils in e xe cut i ng any 
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scheme or artifice to defraud . 

The statements made in s a id letter are vague a s to t he 

purpose and plans of t he wr it er s . The fo .l der and circular 

referred to '~ re not for arded with the letter , but a copy of a 

folder or pamphlet , apparent l y issued by said company , has been 

received from another source . One paratraph thereo f reads as 

follows : 

On Februar y 27 , this yea r , Congress ratified a treaty 
wi th the Cre e k I ndi ans , allowing each Indian to select for him­
self 160 acres of land fr om the lands of the tribe to hich he 
gets a fee simpl e title . The I ndian is al so made a ful l-fledged ( i c 
American citizen , ith al l the rights and privilege s accorded 
any white citizen of the Uni ted btates . He is a llowed to sell 
120 acres of each 160 to any one he ple ases . The other 40 acres 
he is compelled to keep as a homestead for 21 yea rs . He is 
allowed to lease his homestead for an - length of time he desires . 

The agreement referred to , hich ' s ratified by the act 

of Congress approved .arch 1 , 1901 , (31 t a t ., 861) , does not 

authorize t he Indian to sell hi s land , but , on the other hand , 

contains a provi si on ( se ct i on 7 , par graph 1) as follo s : 

Lands allotted to ci t i zens hereunde r s hall not in any 
manner whatsoever , or at any time , be i ncumbered , taken , or sold 
to aecur e or satisfy any debt or o ligat ion contracted or i ncur ­
red prior to the date o f the deed to the al lot tee t erefor and 
such lands shall not be a lienable by the allottee or his heirs 
at any time before t he expi rat i on of f ive -ears f rom the ratifi­
cation of this agreement , except ith the approval of the 
Secretary of t he Interior . 

There is no provision in the agre ement making the Indians 

o1t1zena of the United States . The statement that the r are 

citizena is based upon the ac t approved March 3 , 1901(31 Stat . 
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1447). The fact that the i n ividuals , among whom the lands of 

the tribe are t o be d ivi ded , are ci t izens of t he United St ate s 

does not change or des troy the provision of t.he agreement under 

whi ch the division is to be made , tha t t hey are to t ake the ir 

i ndividual share s subject to t he cond i t i on that the land t hus 

received may not be a li enat ed withi n the prescr i bed period except 

with tbe approva l of the , ecretary of the Int erior . A condition 

of this natur e is usual i n c ases of the part i t ion of l a nds of the 

Indian tribes among the i ndiv i dual member s of t'he tr i be . The 

validity of suc h a condition , where t he i nd ividuals be caus e of 

the part iti on of their lands be come ci t i zens of t he United 

States, has been upheld by the courts and this Depa rtment . 

In Beck v. Fl ournoy Li ve tock and Real- j(s t a te Co ., 65 Fed . 

Rep.,30, this precise question ~a s pr esented to and pas s ed upon 

by the United States Circui t Court of Appea ls , ~ighth Circuit . 

Certa i n linnebago Indians had bee n gi ven portions of the t r i bal 

lands and patents therefor had been issued wi th an i nhi bit i on 

against alienation . After ard s t he s e Indians ere , by the act 

of February 8 , 1887 ( 24 Stat ., 388) , de clared cit iz ens of the 

United States. Certain of t he Indians had a ttempted to oust t he 

lesaee from tre lands thus a t t empt ed to be leased s uit a s 

brought to restra in h i m from interfering with the posses sion of 

the lessee . It wa s ur ged that t he act conferr i ng citizenship , 
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at t he same time and of ne cess i ty r emoved the restri c t i on up on 

alienation of t he ir land , but the court den ied the correctness 

of this con t ention , and he ld the lease s absolut e l y voi d . I n t he 

cours e of t he d e cision the c our t used language hi ch i s pe culiar l y 

a ppropriate i n the pr esent matter . I t wa~ sa id : 

Citi zenship does not ca rr . wi t h it t he ri ght on the 
part of t he c itizen to d i s pose of land hich he may o n in any 

ay that he see s f i t wit hout referen ce t o the chara cter of the 
title by hi ch i t is held . The ri ght to sel l proper t is not 
dependent upon ci t izenshi p ; neither does it detra ct in the 
slight es t degr ee f rom t he d i gnit y or value of ci t izenshi p that 
a pe r s on i s not p ossessed of an estate , or , if pos ses sed of an 
estate . t hat he is depriv ed , f or the time be i ng , of the right to 
ali enate it. 

To t he same effe ct a re t he decisi on s i n Smythe v . ~Ienry 

(41 Fed.Bep ., 765) ; Unit d States v . Flournoy Live -Stoc k and eal 

sta te Co. ( 69Fed . ~ep ., 886 ) , Pi l gr i m v . Be ck (69 ed . ep ., 895} ; 

Uni t e d t ates v . ~lournor et c . Co . (?l Fed . Rep ., 576 }; ~els v . 

os s ( 64 Fe d . ep ., 417} ; I n re Coombs (1 27 La s s ., 278) , and United 

t a tes v. Loga n , (105 Fed . Bep ., 240 • These are f ol lo ed in 

my op inion of J uly 5 , 1 00 , approved by thi s Depa rtment (30 L.D. 

114), upon a question ar i sing under the general allotm nt act of 

1887. 

For a f urt re r d iscuss i on as to the effect of a prov ision 

against a li enati on i n conveyances made upon the partition of 

Indian l ands ref er en ce i s made to my op i n i ons of Oct ober 18 , 1899 

( 29 L.D., 239 ) , and Jan r y 29 , 1901 (30 L. D., 457 ) , and a uthorities 

t herein cit ed . 
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In this case the status of t he Ind ividual as to cit izenshi p 

does not control or affe ct the character of the t it le he i s to 

receive. Under the te rms of s a i d agreement he ill take a 

complete title to his s hare of the tribal lands , i th the onditi on 

attached tha t such l a nds shall hot be alienable before the 

expiration of f ive years f rom the ate of s a i d agreement , except 

with the app rov a l of the Secretar y of the Interior , and i th the 

further condition, under another provision of sai d agreement , 

that the p ortion of hi s allotment amount i ng to fort y acres 

selected as a homes tead s hal l e i na lienable for t enty-one years . 

The sta t ements apparent l 1 put orth by this compan , as to 

ti1e power of the Ind i n t o sel l and convey his ·. land , ar unauth-

orized by the f a cts and are mi slead i ng . But ··hether the msils 

have been used f or the d i stributi on of circulars conta i ning these 

statements, and .hether in n ca se the facts developed disclose 

a violation of the la~ r e specting the us e of the ma ils , are 

questions which should more app ropria tely be addressed to the 

Post Office Department . 

I .o uld suggest that further investigation be made to 

ascertain the fa ct s . The company holds itself out as bei ng 

incorporated and having an office at l:uskogee , Ind i an Terri tory . 

It ought not to be di f ficul t to obt i n such i nformat i on as to 

its purpose, plans , a nd manner of conduct i n its business as 
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will justif you in calling the matter to the attention of t he 

Post Office Department ment or i n taking other appropr i at e action . 

The papers submitted are herewith returned . 

Very respectfully, 

~illis Van Devanter , 

Assistant Attorney- Gene r a l . 

Approved, Januar r 2 , 1902 . 

E. A. Hitchco ck, 

ecretary . 

(End orsed) Union gency Jo . 3354 . Received . Jan . l8 , 1902 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian erritory. ·ashingtom , Jan . ll, l902 . 
Secretary----Calls for r ep ort r el . to operations of I nd ia n Land & 
'.frust Co., of Muskogee . 



Relating to hay royalty at Coffeyville , Kans . 

De partment of the Interior , 

U.s. I NDIAN I NSPECTION SERVIC E , 

Coffeyville ,Kans . ____ ~J~an~·~2~·~l~9~0~2~·~------------

Mr.Guy P.Cobb, 

ReTenue Inspector, 

Muskogee, I . T . 

Dear Sir: I arrived a t Coffeyville this morning , and 

find the Mo.Pac.R, R. here Will not ship hay until re leased by 

our local collector , Mr . Cha:s , Carpenter . 

This is i n line With our agreement in August 1900 , 

and I presure that tbe ot he r stations between Chetopa and 

Caney, and i nclusive are als o stand ing by that agreement , 

also, but I Will i nvestigate l ater . 

The "Katy" is giving the itr.ouble . Tbey have no su ch 

rule, aiXl formerly shipped little hay , o ut now certa in 

shippers have gone to them , and to the Santa Fe , and are 

avoiding the royalty. Mr. T. B. Fogg , of the Mo . Pac. says 

that it is rorking a hardship on h is road and t hat we should 

require tbe ''K.aty"-and"Santa Fe" to hold until the r oyalty" 

is paid. This I believe Mr . Frank B. Drew , Gen 'l frei ght 

agent, a t Parsons , Kansas , would do for tbe t'Kat y" and trey 

are t~ ch i ef offenders , if you V'IOUld ask him . 

B. A.Ja rboe, non-citizen , , has b een doing a big 

business, shipp ing several hundreci tons of ha y from here to 

Kansas City, via the M. K.& T. The ha y is hauled some 

miles from t he southeast of this place in the Territory , where he 

has an immense r anch and hundreds of cattle. You will 

dl 
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remember we visit ed him and his ranch t.be morning a fter we 

"camped out" i n August of 1900 when e were rounding up 

cattlemen. 

Mr.J"arboe lives he r e but i s i n Kansas City today . 

'/ill see h im a s soon as he returns . Think he has considerable 

hay yet in the Terri tory . I send this via Chetopa , hoping 

tha t you will get it dire c tly rumd ·ill send me orders to 

Coffeyville to call on Poli cemen if necessary . 

Yours truly , 

alliam . Irvi n . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 431 RE UE I PECTOR Coffeyville , 
Kansas, J"an.2,1902. m. S . Irvin , Dist . Re v . Inspr .----Rel ative 
to shipment of hay i thout payment of royalty .----
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73410-1901 Department of the Interior , 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN .AFF .AI HJ , 

ashington , January 3,1902. 

J.George ,fri ght, sq., 

Sir: 

Unit ed States Indian Inspector , 

Musco gee , Ind . Ter . 

-This office is in receipt of a letter dated December 18 , 

1901, from . C. Adarns , jsq ., of t his city , setting forth t hat 

he received information from Colonel Jackson , a Delaware 

Indian, who r eside s several miles south of Caney , Kansas , in 

the Cherokee Nati on , to the effect that soJ.J:e Indians from t he 

1 ichi ta country have introduced a drug composed of mesca l 

and "loko weed" among the De l awares , Osage s and hawnees and 

that while but a f'e :r of the Delawares have become addicted to 

the use of this drug , it is fear e d that its use will become 

general. unle ss steps are taken to suppress it . 

The Indians, it seems , have been told that the use of the 

drug, - the e ffe ct of hich is said to be stupefying , - is 

not a violation of the liquor law. Th is office , ho eve r , is 

of the opinion that its sale or intro duction to Indians is 

clearly in viola t ion of said law and you are therefore requested 

to take such measure s as may be pr actic able to suppre ss t he 

use of the same among the Indians under your juri sdiction. 

Recently certa in Chinamen were convicted of selling opium 

to Indians in Nevada under the Act of January 30 ,189 ? (29 tats . 

3272 
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506} and as me scal i s thought to be simi l ar to op ium in its 

effect there would seem to be no good reason why the sellers 

and introducers of mescal should not b e made to suffer the 

penalty of t he law for their vn·o ngdo ing . 

Very respectfully , 

. A. J"one s , 

Commissioner . 

0 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . 32?2 eceived J"an . ? , l 902 Office 
of U.S.In dian I nspe c tor , for Indian Terri tory . ' ashing ton , J"an . 
3,1902. Commissioner .----Directed to take steps to stop use 
of a drug composed of escal and loco reed among t he Indians .----



DE P A T 0 F H...; I T R I 0 R . 

,~ ashing ton . 

I. T . D. J anua r y 9 , 1 902 . 
133-lgoz . 
File 522-1898 . 

To the United t ate s I ndi an Inspe ct or 

for t he I nd i a n erri t ory , 

~~usk ee , I . • 

Sir: 

The Depar tment is in rece ipt of your com.munica t i on , dated 

December 23 , 1901 , t ransmit t 1ng an appl ica ti on of the enef i ck 

Construction Company, of rayettevi lle , _r kans as , for permi s s i on 

to enter i nto contr a ct f or the pur chase of timbe r to be used 

in the construction of ra i lroad l i nes , said timber to e procured 

from lands s ecifica lly de scr i bed i n the s chedule atta ched . 

Said company r equests permis s ion to enter into a ontract 

with t lle United St ate s Indi an gent at Iuskogee , I nd i an Terri tory , 

for the purchase of not to exceed 4 75 , 000 oak ra i lroad cross ties , 

2 1 ?60 switch ti es , 2 , 500 , 0 fee t , board measure , of oak or p i ne 

timber for bridges , and 9 , 000 lineal feet of timber for p i l i ng . 

The price propos ed to be a i d i s 1 0 cents each for rai lroad 

cross ties; 15 cents ea ch for s i t ch t i es ; ' 1 2 . 00 per thousand 

lineal feet f or p iling ; and 1 . 00 pe r thou sand fee t , board 

measure , for timber f or bri dges . 

The applicant states t hat t he timber n 11 be taken f r om the 

publi domain so fa r as possi ble a nd that no t i m er ill e taken 

from the lands of I ndi ans , or l and cl a i med i n good fa i t h 
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by them as their p rospective a llotments , wi thout f i r st se cur ing 

their consent . 

uaid timber wi l l be use d i n t h e co ns t r uct ion of the Ozark 

and Cherokee Central , and t he Shawnee , Oklahoma and Mi s~our i 

Coal and a il \my Companies ' lines , through the Creek and Cherokee 

ations l and s in t he India n Terri t o r y . 

You repor t that t he pr i ces stated are in ac cor dance ith 

those which have heretofore been approved y the Depa rtment , and 

yo u recommend that sa i d app lica tion be granted . 

The Commissione r of Indi a n f f a irs f orwa r ded your s a i d 

report on J a nuary 6 , 1902 , and co n cur r ed i n your recommendation . 

~ o le ga l or ot her ob j ect i on appeari ng t he r eto , s a i d 

applicat ion is approv ed a nd returned her e ' th f or appropriat e 

act i on , together ' th a copy of the le t ter of the Commi s sioner 

of Indi an _ffairs . 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan , 

c t i ng Secre tary . 

2 inclosures . 

(Endorsed) Union gency o . 3333 .Recei ved . Jan . l 6 , 1902 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indi an Terri tory . e shin gto~ , Jan . 9 , 1902 , 
Secretary. Timber applica tion of enef ick Constru ct ion Co . approved . 



Refer in reply to the following: 

Land. 
4550-1902. 

The Honorable 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indian Affa irs, 

Washington , January 23 , 1902 . 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report ma de 

January 21, 1902, by Inspector Wright . He states that in com­

pliance with Departmental instructions he presents the matter 

ot employment of counsel or attorneys by the various nations 

ot Indians in the Indian Territory, and asks whether contracts 

for such employment are subject to Departmental approval under 

the provisions of section 2103 of the Revised Statutes . 

The said section is as follows: 

"No agreement shall be made by any person with any tribe 

~or Indians , or individua l Indians not citizens of the United 

"States, for the payment or delivery of any money or other thing 

"of value, in present or in prospective , or far the granting or 

"procuring any privilege to him, or an y other person in · consider­

"ation of services f or said Indians relative to their lands , 

"or to any cla ims growing out of, or in reference to , annuities , 

"installments , or other moneys, claims , demands, or thin , un­

"der laws or treaties with the United States , or of· icia l acts 

"ot any officers therof, or in any way connected with or due 

•trom the United States, unle ss such contract or agreement be 

•executed and approved as follows: 
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~irat. Such agreement shall be in writing, and a dupli-

~cate of it delivered to each party. 

•second . It shall be executed before a judge of a court 

•ot record, and bear the approval of the Secretary of the Inter­

"ior and the Commissioner of Indian Affairs indorsed upon it. 

WThird. It shall contain the names of all parties in 

"interest, their residence a nd occupation; and if made with a 

"tribe, by their tribal authorities, the scope of authority and 

"the reason for exercising that authority, shall be given 

~specifically. 

"Fourth. It shall state the t ime when and place where 

"made, the particular purpose for which made, the specia l thing 

"or things to be done under it, and, if f or the collection of 

"money, the basis of the cla im, the source from which i~ is 

"to be collected, the disposition to be made of it when col­

"lected, the amount or rate per centum of the fee in a ll cases; 

"and if any contingent matter or condition constitutes a part 

"of the contract or agreement, it shall be specifically set forth . 

~Fifth. It shall have a fixed limited time to run, 

"which shall be distinctly stated. 

"Sixth. The judge before whom such contract or agree­

"ment is executed shall certify officially the time when and 

Wplace where such contract or agreement was executed, and that 

"it was in his presence, and who are the interested parties 

"thereto, as stated to him at the time; the parties present 
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wmaking the same; the source and extent of authority claimed at 

"the time by the contracting parties to make the contract or 

wagreement, and whether made in person or by agent or atto~ney 

wot either party or parties. 

"All contract s or agreement s made in violation of this 

~section shall be null and void, and all money or other thing 

"of value paid to any person by any India n or tribe , or any one 

"else, far or on his or their behalf, on account of such ser­

"vices, in exce ss of the amount approved by the Commissioner 

wand ~cretary for such services , may be recovered by suit in 

"the name of the United St ates in any cour t of t ·he United St ate s , 

"regardless of the amount in controversy; and one-half thereof 

"shall be pa id in.to the Trea sur y for the use of the India n 

"or tribe by or for whom it ·was so paid . " 

The lnspector quotes from the act of June 28 , 1898 

(30 Stats.,495), the agreement with the Creek tribe of India ns 

(31 Stats.,86l) and the act of March 3 , 1901 (31 St ats ., l051 ) . 

The quotations are as follows: 

wit is further agreed that no act , ordinance, or res­
olution or the council of either th~ Choctaw or Chicka saw 
tribes, in any manner affecting-the land of the tribe, or 
of the individuals, after allotment , or: the mone ys or other 
property of the tribe or citizens thereof (except appropri­
ations far the regular and necessary expenses of the gov­
ernment of the respective tribes ,) or the ri ghts of any 
person to· employ any kind of labor, or the right s of any 
persons who have taken or may take the oath of allegiance 
to the United St a tes, shall be of any valid i ty until ap­
pro~ed by the President of the Un ited States . " 

( 30 Stat s., 495). 
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WNo act, ordinance , or resolut i on of the nat ional 
council of the Creek Na tion i n any manner affecting the 
lands of the tribes, or of indivi duals after allotment , or 
the moneys or ot her prope r t y of the tr i be , or of the cit i­
zens thereof, excep t appropriati ons f or the necessar y i n­
cidental and salaried e xpense s of the Creek government as 
herein limited, shall be of any va l id i ty unt i l approved by 
the President of the United Stat es . 

(31 St a t s ., 861. } 

"That no act, ordinance , or resolution of the Creek 
or Cherokee tribes, except resolutions for adjournment shall 
be or any validi t y until approved by the Pre s i dent of t he 
"United St ates . " 

(31 St ats ., 10 8 . } 

The In~cior i nvites attention t o t he fa ct tha t a 

recent act of Congre s s made all Indi ans in t he Ind i an Territory 

citizens of the United States . The tribal goYernments still 

continue i~ the Indian Ter rit ory and the Ind i a ns there are 

members of those tri be s, and sect ion 2103 provide s that 

"no a greement s hall be made by any person wi th any tribe 

ot Indians li 1E I unless s uch contract or agre ement be 

executed or approved as f ol l ows: 1E 1[ " 

then follows the method of submit t i ng the a greement to the 

Department and directi ons f or the a ction wh ich should be taken 

thereon. There is not hing in an y of the a ct s of Congress 

quoted b y the Inspec t or so f ar a s this office can ascer tain , 

which repeals or modifies section 2103 so f ar as it a ppl i es 

to Indian tribes. The mere fa ct that the I ndia ns in t hem 

Indian Territory are citizens of the United St a t es in no manner 

affect• their tribal relations -- they are still member s of 

the Indian tribes am are subject .to all the l aws and r egula-
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tiona directly a ffe cting Indian tribes . 

It is theref ore respectfully recommended tha t the 

Inspector be advised t hat contracts made by Indian tribes in 

the Indian Territo ry far the employment of attorneys , must , 

in order to be va lid, be submitted to and rece i ve approva l by 

the Secretary as provided in said section . 

WCV 
"1l 

Inclosure. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant , 

W. A. J"ONES . 

Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 3540 . Received . Feb 1? , 1902 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector, for Indian Territary . Washington , J"an . 25 , 1902. 
Secretary.----Acts of the councils of nations in Indian Territory 
authorizing t he employment of attorneys must be submit t ed f or appr ov­
al; also the contra ct between the attor~ey and the executive of the 
Nation; except Seminole Na tion. 



CHICAGO , INDIANAPOLIS & LOUISVILI.:i!: RAIL .lAY CO . 

MONON ROUTE 

Louisville Ky . Station , _---~J~an~·-2~7~, ~1~9~0_2 __ __ 

Secty 
Department Interior 

Washington D. C. 

1y Dear Sir : 

ould you kindly advise if it is 

a violation of' l an to get Indians from the Indian Ty . 

I want sever al for a short time during summer and 

I know several of them personally. They said the. y could 

l eave their homes and go ·'i th me , but I much pr efer your 

advice in the mat ter . I will grant them transportation to 

and from the reservation or Ty , pay t hem a sal ar y and board 

t hem , and accord t hem g ood treatment and prop erly care f or 

them ; as I am not familar with t he law on t h i s s ub ject , would 

e steem i t a great favor to receive your adv ice . 

Awa iting your early reply , I am , 

Very truly , 

J . . Shallcross 

% C. I & L. R •• 

14 & Rewan . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 3490 Received Feb . 3 , 1902 Office 
of U. S . Indian Inspector , for Indian Territory. lashington , 
Jan . 29 , 1902 . ecretary .-- -- efers for appropri ate action 
letter of J . S . Shallcross , C/ O C. I . & Lo R. R.,Louisville , Ky ., 
asking i f he can secure several Indians during next summer by 
granting them transport ation, paying t hem salary etc .----



D E P A R T M E NT 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

I. T. D. 
485,998-1902. 
File ~437-1901. 

~shington. 

The United St a te s Indian Inspector 

for t he I ndia n Ter ritory, 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

February 12 , 1902 . 

Referring t o your letter of January 14 , 1902 , trans ­

mitting therewit h a communication dated J anuar y 11 , same year , 

from Mr . N. A. Gi bson , attorney f or t he Oza rk a nd Cherokee 

Central Bailway Company , relative to t ~e act s of March 25 , 

1896, and Ma rch 2 , 1899 , in the matter of procuring rights 

of way of railroads thr ough the Indian Territory. Mr . Gibson 

statea that he is c onvi nced that there is urgent necessity 

tor the passage of an act providi ng for condemnation proceedings 

in the India n Territ or y , anG requests you to re commend to the 

Department that a bill be introduced in Congress to provide 

some adequate me t hod f or co ndemnation . 

The matter was r eferred to the Assistant Attorney General 

tor the Interior Depar t ment on J anuary 25 , 1902 , and on 

February lOth he advised the Se cretary t hat ~without now 

considering whether exis t i ng l egi s l at ion is def icient in the 
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respects indicated by Mr . Gibson, I beg to say that a general 

right ot way bill (H.R.No.l0065) is now pending before Congress , 

and if enacted into law will without question mee t the 

suggestions of Mr. Gibson and of your reference." 

The passage of said bill was recommended by the Secretary 

in a letter addressed to Representative Curtis of the Com­

mittee on Indian Affair s , House of Representatives , on the 

8th instant. 

You will advise Mr. Gibson of the action of the Department • 

. Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan, 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.3544.Received.Feb.l8,1902.0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspec t or for Indian Territory.Washington, Feb.l2,1902. 
Secretary----Relative to matter of procuring rights of way of 
railroads through Ind.Ter. States a bill is now pending in Congress; 
directed to advise Mr. Gibson, Atty. for Ozark & Cherokee. 

0 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I R. 

I.T. D.l33& 
1602-1902 . 

lash i ng t on. 

United States I ndi an Inspec t or 

far the I ndi an Terri tory , 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Sir: 

March 14 , 1902 . 

On February 25 , 1 90 2 , you tran smitte d a co ntract en t ered 

into Janua ry 23 , 1 90 2 , by a rrl be t een t he u . s . I ndian gent 

at Union Agency and t he enef i ck Constructi on Compa ny , for t he 

purcha s e of r ailroa d cross ti es , s witch t i es , oak or p ine 

timber for bridges , a nd t i mb er f or p i l i ng , t o be used i n t he 

construction of t oo Ozark and Cherokee Cen tral r ai lr oad and 

the Shawnee , Okl a homa and ~ issour i Coal a nd Railway Comp any ' s 

line of r ailroad , s u c h timbe r to be procured f rom 1 ands in 

the Creek and Cherokee ati ons sp ecif i cal l y de s cri bed i n sai d 

cont ract and in t he applic a tion of t he constructi on company 

approved by too Departmen t J anuary 9 , 1902 . The price s 

nan:ed in t he co ntract f or t re v ari ous k i nds of t i mber agr ee 

W1 th those in said applic ati on . 

You also transmitted a bond gua r an teeing t he f ai thful 

performance of the obligations of t m co ntra ct , i n t he sum 

of '20,000, with the Uni ted t a t es Fidelity a nd Guaranty 

Company of Maryl and a s surety. There were a l so i n closed 

copy of t~ articl es of incor por ation of t.be Kene f i ck 

'} 
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Construction Company and said appl i cation . 

You r e commend the approval of tm contract and bond , i n 

wh ich recoiTillendat i on the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

concurs in h is l etter of March 11 , a copy of which is 

inclosed. 

Said cont r act and bond have been this day approved . 

copies of t he cont ract and the approved application are 

herewi th returned far appropriate disposition . 

espe ctfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acti ng Secr e tary . 

5 inclosures . 

Three 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency No . 3?34 Received Mar . 21 , 1902 Office of 
U.S.Indi an Inspec tor for Indian Terri tory . ·rashing ton , March 
l 4 ,1902. Secretary .----Approves timber contract of Kenefick 
Construction Co .----



D E P A R T M E N T OF TH 
'/ASHINGTON. 

I N T E B I 0 R. 

I.T.D. 3401-1902 

United States Indi an I nspe ctor 

Sir: 

for the Indi an Territ or y, 

Muskogee , Indi an Terr i tor y . 

June 2 , 1902 . 

The Department is in receipt of a communicat i on from the 

Acting Commissi oner, da t ed ay 29 , 190 2 {Land---- ) , i n hi ch its 

attention is called to s e c t ion 3, of t he a c t of arch 3 , 1901 

(31 Stat., 1083), authori zi ng the grant ing of r i ght s of ay ~or 

telephone and telegraph lines t hrough I ndi an l ands, and prescrib­

ing the linit of compens ation to b e pa id fo r ever y ten miles, to 

the tribes in their triba l capaci ty . 

The acting Commissi oner state s t ha t s a i d s ec t i on provide s an 

annual tax not exceedi ng 5 for each t en miles of line constructed 

and maintained under t he pr ovisi on of s a id sec t i on , and recommends 

that "the r a te of taxat i on be f ixed at a n early da t e i n order that 

the companies and ind ividu als now operating telephone li nes in t he 

Indian Territory may be required to pay t he annual t ax due for t he 

tiscal year ending .Tune 30, 1902."· 

A copy of the r egulations is enclos ed here wi th , and you are 

requested to make ·immedia t e report as to wha t annua l t ax s hould be 

paid by said companies and corpora tions under s a id regula tions. 
1 Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan. 
1 enclosures cting Secre t a r y . 
(Bndarsed) Union ~gency # 4199 received .Tun.lO,l902. 0f f ic e of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for I.T. ashington, June 2, 1902. Secretar y . 
Calla tor report relative to annual tax telephone and telegraph 

companies should pay the tribes for every ten miles of line. 
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17066-1902 Depa r tmen t of the Int e rior , 

OFFICE OF INDI AN AFF AIR3 , 

· ash i ng t on , 

Mar ch 29 , 1902 . 

J . George ~ ri ght , Es q., 

u . s . Indian I nspector , 

Muskogee , Indi an Terri tory . 

Sir : 

The office is in receipt of a l et t er dated 'ash ington , 

D.c., Marc h 2 2, 1902 , from one Philip B. Hopkins , rho is un­

derstood to be an employe of tbe Commi ssion to the Five Civil­

ized Tribes , s e tti ng f orth that , by reference t o page 68 of 

the last r eport of t he Commis s ioner of I nternal Revenue , he 

found th a t specia l t axes were pai d by dealers in Indian 

Terri tory duri ng t .he f i scal year ended Junr.. 30 , 1 901 , as 

f ollows : 111 r e t a il liquor dealers ; 94 retail de alers in 

ma l t liquors ; and 9 wholesale deal ers in mal t liquors . 

The writer s tat es t hat "consideri ng the l aws i n force in 

Indian Territory agai ns t t he i nt r odu ct i on , sal e , barter or 

giving away of liquor s or other int oxi cants , a nd t he fact 

that in all l a te agreement s with t lw t ribes t he United St ate s 

special ly agr ees to ma int ain suc h l aws , i t may be questioned 

whether the government i s not placed i n an incongruous att i -

tude by the coll ection of t he specia l t axe s above referred to . n 

The matter is referre d to you , with r eques t for i nves­

tigati on and report . 
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It may be r emar ked i nciden t al l y that in t he case of 

Unite d St a t e s v.Ellis (51 Fed . Rep . 818 ) , the court , in c harg­

ing t he jury , sai d tha t " t he fact that the United Sta tes may 

have lic ensed t hi s traff ic (in liquors ) in t here (Choc taw 

Nation) has nothing to do with your or my enforcement of thi s 

sta tute , (Sec . 2139 , R. s .) . That comes under the r evenue 

law. There i s no provision of the revenue law pr ohib i ting 

the issu ing of l i censes for the sale of miskey in that coun­

try , but t he fact that that may have been done cannot lega lize 

the introdu ction of it into t hat country . It has nothing to 

do with t hi s stat ute , (Sec . 2139 , R. s . ) . It is no t connected 

Wit h it i n any way , and tbe construction of the r evenue 

l aw by t he r evenue department of t he government is not to be 

t a ken a s a c onstru ction of this statute . It does not look 

to this st a t u t e men it i ssues l ic ense , a nd its construction 

of it ha s no bind i ng force upon t his cour t, even as being ad­

visory , be cause i t i s not a statute t hat that department of 

the gove rnme nt i s called upon to administer . " 

Very respectfull y , 

.t . A. Jones 

Commi ss ioner . 

E . B. F . (G) 

(Endorsed) Un i on Agency No . 3814 Re ce i ved Apr . 3 , 1902 Off i ce of 
u . s . Indi an Inspector for I ndi an Terri t ory . v ashington , Mar . 
29.1902 . Commissione r .---- Rel at i ve to I nt er nal evenue being 
collected from li quor de ale rs i n Ind . Ter ., dire cted to 
investigate and r ep ort .-- --



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
VASHINGTON . 

I.T.D. 3190-1902. May 21 , 1902. 

Commissioner of 

Indian ffairs. 

su: 

March 19, 1902, it appearing that the St . Louis , Oklahoma and 

Southern Railway Company had failed to make amicable settlement 

with individual occupants along its line of road in the Indian 

Territory, for damages assessed under the act of March 30 , 1896 

(29 Stat., 80), aggregating 16,712.28, you were requested t o con­

sider the question looking to the appointment of referees as pro­

vided in secti on 3L of said act , and to demand payment within 

twenty days of the company , allowing it, however , to s how cause hy 

payment within twenty days of the company allowing it , however, t o 

show cause why payment should not be made , and why , if it refused 

to comply with your demand, referees should not be appointed. 

May 19, 1902 (Land 16699) , the cting Commissi oner reported , 

showing that the conpany 's general attorney as advised March 25 , 

1902, in the ma tter, and that no response had been received. He 

recommended that referees be appointed under the provisions of said 

section 3 of the act of arch 30 , 1896. 

The Department concurs in the recommendation and prope r steps 

will be taken to have r eferees appointed. 
Respectfully, 

Thos. Ryan , 

Acting Secret ary . 



Land. 
3036'1-1902. 

DEP AR'IMENT OF THE INTERI 0~ , 

The Honorable , 

Office of India n Affairs , 

ashington . 

The Secretar y of the Interior . 

Sir: 

ay 27 , 1902 . 

I have the honor t o transmit mrewith a communication from 

the Commission to tbe F ive Civilized Tribe s , dated ·ay 1 9 , 1902 

in which it is stated that the approved right of way map of 

the Chicago, Roc k Island and Pacific Railw.ay in T 5 N., R ? 1, 

sho s on t~ S/2 of se c tion 3 a rig ht of way 400 f ee t and i n 

section 15 a righ t of way 500 feet , and in t m southeas t corner 

of section 21 , a right of way 400 :feet , and 

right of way 500 feet . 

/4 of se ction 33 , 

The Commission invites at tention to the act of Congres s 

approved March 2 , 188? ( 24 S t ats.,446 ) i n reference to t he 

width of right of way of t he road referred to , and state s that 

the said act apparently al l ows 300 feet as a maximum width for a 

right of way , and t.be Commission desires to know if' there is 

any ~ecial leg islation granting an addi tional right of way as 

shown by the approved map filed with t hat office , or whethe r 

such additional right of way bas otherwise been lega lly acquired . 

Sections 3 and 15 •eferred to, are shown upon t.he map ap ­

proved February 19,1892, and sect i ons 21 and 23 up on the map 

15 • 
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approved March 3 ,18 93. Both approvals are ma de s ub je ct to t he 

"Conditions, limitat i ons an d requirei!l3 n tsn exp r e ssed i n acts of 

Congre ss appr oved •arch 2 , 188? , (24 St a ts ., 446 ), and J une 27 , 

1890 (26 St ats .,l81). 

Section 2 of the act of 1 arch 2 , 188? , de f i ning t he ·width 

of right of way, limits t he same to a maximum wi dth of 300 feet. 

It would appe ar t hat thi s is the l imita tion referred t o i n s ai d 

approvals, and that the refore t he company is ent i t led to t ake 

but a maximum width of right of \la y of 300 f eet . 

It is r e comme nded t ha t t he Commission be advis ed i n a ccor -

dance he r e 'l i th . 

Very r e spe ctful l y , 

Your obe die nt s ervant , 

. C. TO R, 

Ac t i ng Commission er . 

(Endorsed ) u nion Agency No . 9156 ecei ved Jun . 6 , 1902 epartDE nt , 
Ryan1 ash ing t on , D. C. ~ay 29 , 1902.-- -- ·nc., f or t he i nformat i on of 
the ~ornmission , t he r eport of t he Commissioner of Indi an ffa irs 
rela tive t o the ri dt h of t he righ t of w y of t he Chi cago , Rock Island 
and Pa ci f ic Rai lw.ay t hrough the Indi an Terr itor y .----



DEP ARTMENT OF 'I'HE INT 
.rash i ng to n . 

I.T.D.3352-1902. 

I 0 R • 

~ ay 29 , 1902 . 

The Commission 

to the Five CiVilized Tribes , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory. 

Gentlemen: 

The Depar tm.en t is in receipt of a c anmuni cat ion from the 

Acting Chairman, dat ed ifay 19 , 1902 , relative to the Width of 

the righ t of way of the Chi~agp , Rock Island & Pacific Rai l way 

in the Indian Terri tory . 

The Acting Chairman states that the approved map of said 

right of way in Townsh ip 5 North , Ran ge 7 11est ,. shows in the 

S/2 of section 3 , a width of four hundred feet ; in section 

15, a Width of five hundred feet ; the S/ corner of sec t ion 21 , 

a right of m y of f our hundred feet , and in the S· /4 of section 

33 , a right of way of five hundred fee t . 

The Acting Cha irman further c ll s attention to t he Act of 

Congress ~proved larch 2 , 1887 ( 24 St ats ., 446 ), def ining t he 

right of way for said RailYia y, and states that sa id Ac t appar­

ently allows three hundred feet as a maximum wi dth for a right 

of way, and the Commission desires to be advi sed if there is any 

special. legislation granting the additi onal right of ay, or 

whether such additional right of v ay has other vise been legally 

acquired. 

The Acting Commissioner o f Indian Affairs forwarded said 

9156. 
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communica.tion on May 27 , 1902 , and states that sections 3 and 

15, as shown upon the map approved February 19 , 1892 , and sec­

tions 21 and 33 upon the map approved March 3 , 1893 , are 

approved subject to the ncondi ti ons , lim.i t at ions and require ­

ments " e xpressed in Acts of Congress approved March 2 , 1887 

(24 Stats., 446), and June 27 ,le 9G (26 Stats .,lBl }; that under 

section 2 of sai d Ac t of March 2 , 1887, t he maximum width of t he 

right of lay i s three hundred feet ,. and that this is the limi ta­

tion evidently r eferred to in said approval , and therefore the 

Company is en t i t led to t ake but a maximum width of r i ght of way of 

three hundred f eet. 

The Ac t i ng Commis sioner recommends that your Commission be 

advise d i n accordan ce herewith. 

The ·Depar tment approves said recanmendat.ion and has directed 

the Commissi one r of Indi an Affairs to inclose a copy of said 

report for your infor mation . 

Respe c tfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Se cretary . 



Hon. Thos. Ryan, 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE , 
District of Kansas, 

Deputy Collector 's Office, 

Oklahoma City, O. T. 
June 7th , ' 02 . 

Ass't Sec'y Interior, 
ashington, D. c • • 

Dear Sir: 

Some time ago, while riding through a part of the Ind i an Ter -

ritory, in comp any with r . wm . Higg ins, noting and .commenting upon 

• the immense amount of alnut timber that is being prepared for 

shipment, he remarked that you had written h im about such t i mber 

cutting; but he explained a disinclination to communicate , and· I 

take the liberty to e ddre s s this to you and stat e , that in the 

performance of my official duties I have traveled all over Okla-

homa and the I ndian Territory for t he last five years , and saw a 

tew years ago r egular lmnber camps in the Creek count ry north of 
c 

the Frisco R. R., where walnut timber of large size and deminsions 

was cut exclusively. At t he present time, parties are engaged in 

cutting young walnut timber along the line of the Fr isco R. R., 

south of Sapulpa and' a great many logs of from t welve, and not ex­

ceeding sixteen inches in diameter, are lyi ng ne ar the sta tions 

ready for shipment. 

In Oklahoma Terriro~y, north and south of the Canadi an and 
' 

ashita rivers, Sugar and other creeks, and t he canyons adjacent 

thereto, logs from t wo to three feet in diameter are being cut and 

· shipped out of the country, not by the car load, but by the t rain 

load. This timber is obtained f rom the homesteaders by returning 

the equivalent of value in t he · ay o f fence wire , lumber, etc ., in 

the way of improvements on the claims. Adjoining these homesteads 
U27 
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are Indian Allottments that have valuable walnut timber , dead and 

down, which in some instances has been disposed of , and I doubt 

very much if proper, or I may say , any compensation has been re­

ceived for it. But no matter what t he arrangements, the country is 

being denuded of the walnut timber now standing and down , amounting 

to hundreds of thousands of feet . 

This communication is not all intended to reflect or throw 

discredit upon any of your departments' of ficers , who , no doubt, 

have called your attention to this matter; but ho , in a great 

measure, have to depend upon the st a tements of parties that have 

possibly an interest in concealing the facts which I give for the 

reason first stated in this letter. Farmers and others living adj a-

oen~ to the Indian l~nds, perhaps actuated by personal interest, 

will not give the just amount of walnut being illegally cut and the 

very large amount still remaining on said Indian Allottments, hop­

ing to make the same available for their own interests whenever the 

' proper opportunity presents itself. 

Thanking you to consider this confidential, I am, sir , 

Chas. Howard 
Deputy Collector. 

(Endorse&) Union Agency# 4227 received Junl7,1902.0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for I.T. ashington, Juae 13, 1902. s ecretary . 
Refers for appropri a te action letter of Cha • Howard , De puty Col­
lector, of Oklahoma City, o .T., relative to walnut timber being cut 
in Indian Territory for shipment. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASH I NGTON . 

June 10 , 1902. 

Mr. J. George Wright, 

Indi an Inspector, 

Muskogee, Indian Ter r itory. · 

Sir: 

Inclosed is a copy of Department letter of the 21st ultimo 

jo the Commissioner of Indian Affairs , stating that steps will 

be taken to have referees appointed to assess damages to individ-

ual occupants along the line of St . Louis , Oklaho. a and Southern 

Railway in the Indian Territory . Section 3 pf the Act of arch 30 , 

1896 (29 Stat.,SO) provides that the appraisement of damages shall 

be made by "three disinterested referees, to be appointed one( who 

shall act as Chairman) by the President, one by the Chief of the 

Nation to which said occupant belongs , XXXX and one by the said 

railway company." XXXX Each of said referees shall receive the 

sum of four dollars per day f or each day they are engaged in the 

trial of any case submitted to them under this act, with mileage 

at five cents per mile." 

In his letter of the 19th ultimo, the cti ng Co~uissianer of 

Indian Affairs states that the damages are cl aimed by occupants of 

the Cree k , S~minole and Chickasaw lations ; so under the law a 

referee must be ap pointed by the chiefs of said Nat ions, though 

only one referee need be appointed by the President, and only one 

the railway company, each of the latter to serve with the Indian 
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referees in turn in each Nation . 

Yo~ will please recommend to this Department a properly qua­

lified man, resident of the Territory , for appointment by the Pres ­

ident, and request t he three Chiefs t o appoint their referees, and 

also request the railway Company to make its appoin t ment . /hen 

you report who have been appointed , the appointment by the President 

will be made. 

Very respecyfully, 

Thos . Ryan. 

Act ing Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # ~211 received Jun. 16, 1902. ~ffice of 
~ 

U.S.Indian Inspector for I.T. ashington, June 10, 1902. Secre-

tary. Should recommend man to be appo i nted referee to as s ess dam­

ages by reason of constr uction of St . Louis , Okla . & outhern Ry ., 

through the Creek, Chickasaw and Semi nola(Sic) Nati ons ; also direct 

Chiefs to appoint referee on the par t of the tribe, and ask railroad 

Co. to make appointment. 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R . 

W A SH I N G T 0 N. 
I.T.D.4187-1902. July 12,1902. 

UNITED STATES INDIAN llJSPECTOR 

For the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir. 

There is inclosed rereWi th a copy of the letter of the 

Acting Commissioner o~ Indian Affa irs of July 10, 1902 , in 

which he recommends that the Indian Off ice be directed to t ake 

the necessary steps to require certain telephone companies 

and individuals to come Within the provisions of section 3 of 

the act of March 3 , 1901 (31 Stet., 1058- 1083) , and he re ­

quests that you be directed to advise the Indian Office what 

companies or individuals now own or are operating lines in 

the Indian Territory other than certain cases mentioned by 

him, recognized by the Department under the provisions of 

said act. 

You are requested to investigate the matter and f urnish 

the desired information. 

1 inclosure. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock, 
Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union ~gency No .4440 . Re ceived.Jul.l9,1902 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory.Washington July 12 , 1902 . 
Seoretary.----Directs Inspect or to inve ctigate and report ~elative 
to companies or individuals owning or operating telephone lines 
in the Indian Territory. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N E E R I 0 R. 
OFFICE F INDIAN AFF IRS . 

~/ASHINGTON . 

August 2 , 1902. 

Mr. J. Geo. v·iright, 

U. s. Indian Inspe ctor 

for the Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

It is observed from the reports of irregular employees submitted by 

the u.s. Indian Agent , Union Agency, for agency and townsite work , · 

that while large sums of money were expended during the f iscal ye ar 

1902 in the employment of irregular labor, no Indian labor wl atever 

was employed for any purpose except in connection w.ith the payment 

made to the destitute Cherokee Indians, and whi ch involved a compar­

atively small amount. 

The law requires that in the empl~yment of cler ical , me chanical and 

other help on reservations and about agencies, pr eferen ce shall at 

all times, as far as practicable, be given to Indians . (Act ,far . 3 , 

18?5, sec. 5, 18 Stat., 448 ; ct 1~ ar. 1, 1883, sec. 6 , 22 St at ., 451) 

At other agencies Indians are employed in various capacities, as 

clerks, laborers, axemen, chainmen, etc., and I have to reques t tha t 

you submit a full report to this office as to the practic ability of 

employi ng Indi~ l abor on t he townsite work under your direction and 

as well at the Union .Agency, ·., i th a statement of your views in the 

matter. 

Very respectf ully, 
• C. Tonner, RCting Comrniss io ne: 

(BndoBsed) Union Agency # 4585 received Aug . 3, ili902 . Offi ce of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for I .T. Nashi ngton , ug.2, 1902. Commissioner . 
Directed to submit a report relative to practicability of employ-
ing Indian labor in different kinds of work in the Territory. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF TH I N T E R I 0 R. 
OFFICE OF INDI FF.aiRS . 

ASHi rGTON , ug . 4 , 190 2 . 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir : 

Referring to se ction 7 of the ct of ay 27 , 1902 , 

Publi c No . 125 , as follows : 

"The adult heirs of any deceased Indian to whom a trust 

or other patent co ntai ning res t rictions upon a lienation has been 

or shall be issued fDr lands allotted to him may sell and convey 

the lands inherited from such decedent , but in case of minor 

heirs their interes ts shall be sold only by a guardian duly ap­

pointed by the proper court upon the order of such court , made 

upon petition filed by the guardian , but all such conveyances 

shall be subject to t he approval of the Secret ary of the Interior , 

and When so approved shall convey a full title to the purchaser , 

the same as if a final patent without restriction upon the alien-

ation had been issued to the allottee . 11 allotted ~and so 

patented to a white allottee shall thereupon be subject to taxa-

tion under the laws of the t a te or Territory wh ere the s ame is 

situate : Provided , That the sale heredn provided for shall not 

apply to the homestead during the life of the f a ther , mother or 

the minority of any child or childre n." 

the office begs to be advised whether , in t he opinion of the De­

partment , t h e above quoted section applies to the Five Civilized 

Tribes in the Indian Territory , and respe ctf ully state s that 

this r equest for advice is made because a number of letters have 

be n received in the office from persons resident in t heTe rritory 
13092 
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asking to be supplied w1 th rules and regulations and blank 

forms of deeds prepared under said above section . 

The matter is respe c tfully submitted with request that 

the office be adv ise d a s to whether it shall send r ules and reg­

ulat1 ons and blank deed f orms to parties living in the Indian 

Terri tory and who apparently desire them f or use there , or whether 

it shall notify the m that it is no t be lieved that t he statue under 

consideration is or will be applicable to that country. 

Very respectfully , 

Your obe di ent servant , 

A. C. Tonner , 
CTING CO , ·~USS IO ER . 

1 inclosure. 

(Endorsed) # 13092 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHIIDTON. 

(3255-
I.T.D,3688-1902. 

(4778- August 7, 1902 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

May 10, 1902, you transmitted a contract entered into (in quad­

ruplicate}, between the United States Indian Agent at Union Agency , 

I. T., and the St . Louis & San Francisco Railroad Company , dated 

April 15, 1902, covering the procurement of about 750,000 cubic 

yards of stone from the lands therein described , in the Cherokee 

and Chickasaw Nations, to be used for ballast purposes along the 

line of said Company i n the Indian Territory, also a bond entered 

into be said Company as principal, and the Mississippi Valley Trust 

Company of St . Louis• Mo., as surety, in the sum of 5,000.00, bear­

ing same date as the contract, and recommended their approval. 

By Departmental letter of May 26, 1902, you were advised that 

the Department "does not feel warranted in ignoring the express 

mandate of the statute, and ac t ion on sai d contract and bond ~11 

be suspended for a reasonable time, and you will advise the San 
' 

Francisco Railroad Company that the provisions of said Section 2" 

requiring the surety company to appoint some person as its attorney 

in the Jurisdiction of the Court for the judicial district wherein 

the suretyship is to be undertaken, who shall be a citizen of the 
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of the state or territory wherein said court is held, upon whom may 

be served all lawful process upon said Company, and who shall be 

authorized to enter any a ppearance upon its behalf, "must be complied 

with , and it must show evidence thereon on the part of the sure ty 

company before said. con tract and bond can be approved ." 

June 2 , 1902, reporting in the matter you transmitted a com­

munica tion from the General Solicitor of said Railroad Company , 

dated June 2 , 1902 , calling attention to the fact that said bond 

was executed in the city of s t . Louis , Mo., both by the principal 

and surety; tha t it was his understanding that the suretyshi p was 

undertaken in the c ity of St . Louis , Mo., within the meaning of 

said Section 2 (Act of August 13 , 1894 (28 stat ., 279) ; t r~t said 

surety company had not undertaken to do business in the I ndian Ter­

ri tory, and had:Jnot·,·uildentaken any suretyship in that Terri tory , 

but a corporation organized under the laws of the State of 1\ issouri , 

but the same !tate under whose laws said Railroad Company was organ­

ized,. You recommen ded , if the contention of the General Solicitor 

be correct, t hat said contract and bond receive early approval . 

On June 13, 1902 , you were directed to advise the General Sol­

icitor of said Railroad Company that ~his r equeet cannot be comp­

lied with until the evidence required by said departmental letter 

ot May 26, 1902, be furnished by the Company ." 

Reporting in the matter July 25, 1902 , you transmit a certified 

copy of the appointment of an attorney in the Indian Territory for 

said surety company, the Mississippi Valley Trust Company, upon whom 

may be served all lawful process , and who is authorized to enter 
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an appearance in its behalf in any suit that may be instituted 

against it by t he Government, and recommend that said certified 

copy be attached to the bond and the contract approved and you be 

advised of said approval as early as practicable . 

The Acting Commissioner of Indian Affairs forwarded your said 

report of ~uly 25, 1902, under date of ugust 5 , 1902 , and inas­

much as said certif i ed copy of appointment appears to be regular 

and in conformity to the demands of the Department, approves your 

recommendation that the same be attached to the bond and said con-

tract be approved. 

Said certificate of appointment appearing to be in proper form , 

and there appearing no further objections to the approval of said 

contract and bond, the same have this day been approved , and three 

copies of said contract returned herewith for appropriate disposi-

tion. 

A copy of the Acting Commissioner's report of ugust 5 , 1902 , 

is also inclosed. 

4 inclosures. 

Respec tfully, 

Thos.Ryan. 
Acti ng Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 4625 received ug. 12, 190 2. offi ce of 
u.s. Indian Inspector for I·T· ashington , ug. 7, 1902. Secretary . 
Approves stone contract of s. L. & S.F.R.R.Co., the surety company 
having appointed an attorneyLin Ind. Ter. 



The Commissioner o f ug. 11, 1902 . 

Indian _-\.ffairs , 

Sir: 

The Department is in rece ipt of your communication of 

the 4th instant aski ng to be advised whether section 7 of the 

ac t of ay 27 , 1902 , ( ublic No . 125) , author izing the sale o f 

i nherited lands by heirs of dece ased Indians to whom a trust or 

other patent contai n i ng restrict:i. ons upon alienatlidn has been 

or shall be is su·ed for lands allotted to him. " applies to the 

Five Civilized Tribes i n Indian Territory. 

It ha s been the policy of the Government to regulate 

the af airs of t hese tribes by legis l at i on especially applica­

b l e to them and not so t o other Indians . These tri bes were s pe­

ci f i cal l y excluded fro m the operati on of t he general allotnent 

a ct of February 8 , 1887 {24 St at ., 388 ), and they have not been 

brought within 1 ts terms by any subse quent legis l ation . The 

act of June 2 8 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495) , provided a comprehensive 

s cheme for the divis i on of the t ribal property of these nations 

and f or the breaking up of the tr i bal organizations . Coincident 

the r ewith agr eements were arranged with the Choctaws and Ch ick­

asaws and the Cr eeks and sinee then ~ith the Seminoles , each of 

which contained s pecif ic provi s i ons as to the divisi on of their 

tribal lands a nd t he ~ond itions which should attach to the i nd i -

vidual ownership . Under these circumstances i t would not be 

held that general le gisla tion like that under co nsideration was 

intended to a pply to them unle ss the l anguage used clearly am 

unequivocally i ndic a t es such an i ntention . The language of tfuis 

provision does not evinc e s uch an i nten tion and the history of t he 

dealings betwe en the United t ate s and s aid t ribes negatives i t . 
13092 
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After the passage of s a id act of ay 27, congress approv ed agree ­

ments, original or supplemental , with the Cherokees , the creeks 

and the Choctaws and Chickasaws , each of which contaiBs provisions 

for the division of the tribal lands and as to the ri ght of 

alienation by the individual . These agreements have been acc epted 

by the respective tribes or are now under consideration. The 

proposi. tion that Congress intended this pro vision o f the act of 

May 27, which is in conflict with the provisions of these various 

agreements, to app l y to said tribes can not be entertained . 

i thout adverting to other reasons arising from the' l ang-

uage of said section, or from the circumstances connected with 

the dealings between the government and these tribes , for the 

conclusion reached, it is sufficiept to say that this Department 

holds that the p rovisions of said section do not apply to the 

Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Territory . 

13892 

Very Respec t fully, 

Thos . Ryan . 
ACT ING SECRET RY . 



D B P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

\rash i ng t 0 n. 

The Commission 

to the •ive Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, Indian Terri tory . 

Gentlemen: 

ugust 12, 1902. 

Inclosed you wil l fi nd a copy of a communic ation f rom 

the a cting Commissioner of Ind ian ffairs , dated ugust 4 , 1902 , 

in which reference is made to section 7 of the ct of Congress 

Approved May 27 , 1902 (Pub . 125) , relative to the alie nation of 

lands by the adult heirs of deceased Indians . 

ugust 5, 1902 , said letter was referred to the ssistant 

Attorney General with request that he prep are an answer t hereto . 

Press copy of the letter prepared in acc ordance with said request 

is also herewith inclosed for your information . 

Respectfully , 

Thos. Ryan . 
CTING SECRET · RY . 

2 inclosures. 

(Endorsed) # 13092, Received ug. 25 , 1902 . Depar t ent , ya n, 
Washi ng ton, D.C., Aug. 12, l 9C2 . Commission t o Five Tribes , fus ­
mogee, I.T. Enc. letter from Ind. off ice ref . to aliena tion of 
lands by heirs o f dead Indians and co py of opinion of Et t orney 
General on same. 



D E p A R T I. E N T 0 I 

SHI G 

I .T . D. 5265- 1902 . 

T 
N. 

United St~tes Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory , 

I l T I 0 R. 

' ugust 26 , 1902 . 

Mus ogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Si r : 

The Departmen t is in r e ceipt of your letter dated the 

15th instant , forwarded by t h e cting Commissione r on the 23rd 

i nstant , r equesti ng to be a dvised whether the b ill for the s a le 

of 40- acre tracts of land to corporat ions for -manuf actur i ng 

purposes and t he bi ll for t he pre s ervation of the game in the 

Indian Terri tory , v ere enacted into l aws by ong:ness at its last 

session . 

The Depar t e t ha s o i nformation that said bi+ls be - · 

came l aws . here has been forwarded to your address the J t a tutes 

at Large containing all t he lavs public and pr ivate passed by 

Congress at it s l ast session , and you are r eferred to tha t fo r 

any additional information it ma y co ntain . 

~ copy of t he report o the ACting Commiss i oner i s in-

cl osed . 

l enclosure . 

Respect f ully , 

Thos . R an . 
cting l.,)e cre tar y . 

(Bndar ed) liJn ion gency J 4700 rece ived Sep . 2 , 1902 . ~.- ffice of 
U.s. Indian Inspector f or Ind ian Terri tory . .Jn shington, n.ugust 26 . 
l 02 . Secretary . Relat ive t o 10 a cre trac t s of l and for manufa c-
u 1ng purposes and prenervc tion of g e in the I T t t h . • s es e knows 

no such laws being pas sed by Congress ; send statutes at 1 rge • . 



Accounts 
52534-1902 . 

DEPARTMENT OF TI I NT_, OR . 

Offi ce Of I ndian Affairs , 

1 ash i ng to n . 

0ep t ember 4 , 1902 . 

Mr. J . George .righ t, 

u. s . Indian Inspector , 

uskogee, I ncli an Terri tory. 

Sir :-

I en close herewi th a co mmission is sued by t he Ac ting Se cre ­

tary of t~ Interior under date of t he 26 t h ultimo , for the ap -

pointme n t of Henry \ eber of issouri , as a To \'nsi te draftsman in 

the Indian Territory , a t a salary of '1 25 per mont h , to take 

effect whe n he shall file t he oath of offic e and en t er on duty , 

whic h date you will please r ep ort for the informati on of t hi s 

office. 

Very re spectfully, 

A. C. Tonne r 

cti ng Cornmis s ioner . 

(Endorsed ) Union gency No . 4722 eceived ep . 8 , 1902 a shi ngton , 
uept.4,1902.Com.missio~r .------ n clos es com.'Ti ission for ppo i ntment 
ot Henry eber of 1Ussouri, as a draftsman a t '1 25 pe r mont h .----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F THE I N T E R I 0 R . CMR . 
'vASHlliG TON . 

ITD 6307-1902. 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

MuSkogee, Indian Territory . 

Gentlemen: 

October 25 , 1902. 

Referring to departmental letter of October 1 6 , 1902 

(ltd 6307-1900), requesting your office to r epo rt "what lands 

should be segregated" by this Department, under the Act of JUly 1 , 

1902 (32 Stat., 641}, section 58 , you are informed that said 

section 58 provides, among other things, that the lands to b e 

segregated by the Secretary of the Interior shall include "all 

lands which at the time of the final ratification of this agree­

ment shall be covered by then existing coal or asphalt leases , " 

and you are instructed to call upon the United States Indian In­

spector, at Muskogee, to furnish you a proper description of all 

the lands covered by said coal and asphalt leases . 

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

s eeretary. 

(Endorsed) # 20430, Commission to Five Tribes. Muskogee, Oklahoma 
Received Nov. 3, 1902. Department, Hitchcock, Washington , D. c., 
October 25, 1902. The Commission is instructed to call upon the 
United States Indian Inspector for proper description of lands 
covered by coal and asphalt leases. 



D E P A R T ~ E N T 0 F T H I NT.c;R I • 

I TD. 681 2-1902 
'ashington . 

November 11 , 1902 . 

Uni ted States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Terri tory, Musk ogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

Jul y 12 , 1902 , you were directed to ascerta in and repor t 

what companies or ind ividuals now ovm or opera te t elephone 

l ines i n Indian Terri tory , other than those named in Ind i an 

Off i ce letter of July 10 , 1902 . 

On Octobe r 27 , 1902 , the Acting Inspector r epor te d t hat it 

had been an extremely difficult ma tter to obtain reliable 

informat i on concerning these telephone lines ; th a t the 

i nf ormat i on cont a ined in his report has been procur ed from 

the different officers un der the supe rvi si on of your office , 

and it is believed to be ite a ccurate , "but t.he only wa y 

that abs olutely definite information co nc erning all lines , 

the points connected and too number o f mi les covered , c an be 

procured , is to authoriz e some one to make the necessary trips 

throughout the Territory , vi siting each of tbe towns ,, g oing 

over th3 lines , etc ., wh ich ould r equire several weeks of 

constant 10rk and co nsiderable expense . " 

Forwardin the Acting Inspector ' s r eport on November 4 , 

1902 , the commissioner of India n Affairs states t hat it sho~s 

the names or certain companies and indivi dual s operat ing 

telephone l ines in the Indian Territory , authority f or ·1hich 

has not been granted under section 3 of the act of arch 3 , 1902 ; 

5157 
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that the informat ion furn i she d b y s a id r ep ort is sufficient 

for the pre sent , and he reco mmends that the rep ort be ap­

proved and that the Indian Office b e d ir e cte d to communica te 

w1 th the companies an d ind ividuals named t he rein , to the 

end t hat they s hall be re qu ired to operat e t he ir telep hone 

lines under section 3 o f t he act of r.arc h 3 , 1901 (31 S t a t ., 

1083}. He a lso sugges ts t · t you s hould c ause to be 

published in certa i n papers of t he i des t cir cula tion i n the 

Indian Territory a notice t o t he e ffec t · tha t al l c ompan i e s 

and indi vidu ls OJB rat ing t elephone 1 i ne s i n t h e I nd i an 

Territory wi ll be r equired to f ile applic at i ons nd o ther 1i s e 

comply with dep artmen tal r egulati ons under section 3 of sai d 

act . 

The Depar·tmen t approves t h e r ec omme ndat i on and suggest i on 

of the Commissioner , and you wil l ca us e such notice t o be 

published in accordance t here with. 

espectfully , 

Thos . yan 

Acti ng Secretary . 

(Endorse_d ) Union gency o . 515? Received lov ol8 , 1902 Off ice 
of U. S .Indian I n spector , f or I ndi an Territory . ,; shing t on , 

Nov.ll,l902 . 3ecretary.---- pproves r ep or t on t elephone lines 
in Ind . Ter ; should publish notice sta tine a ll co mpan i e s mus t 
comply 1 th t he la .----



D E P A R T ME N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. EAF . 
WASHINGTON. 

ITD.6916-l902. 

Commission to the Fi ve Ci vi lized Tribes , 

MUskogee, I.T. 

Gentlemen: 

November 12 , 1902 . 

November 6 , 1902 , the Commissioner of Indian Affairs 

forwarded your letter of October 28 , 1902 , requesting to be 

furnished maps ot s tation grounds , approved by the Department , 

along the lines of t he following named railroods in Indian 

Territory, viz: For t Smith and Vestern ; Missouri , Kansas and 

Oklahoma Railroad; Kiowa, Chickasha and Fort Smith Railroad , 

and thl Eastern Oklahoma Railroad . He reports that the Indian 

Office has directed the preparation of the maps reques ted , 

except the Kiowa, Chickasha and Fort Smith Railroad , and that 

no station grounds along said railroad have been acquir ed o 

He sta~es that blue-print cop i es of the other maps desired will 

be forwarded as soon as t hey are prepared . A c opy. of tbe Com­

missioner's report is inclosed fo r your information. 

Respectf ully , 

1 inclosure. 

Tho s . Ryan . 
Acting Secret ary . 

(Endorsed) 1 22090! Commdssion to Five Tribes. MUskogee, Oklahoma. 
Received Nov. 21, 902. Department, Tyan, ashington, D. c., 
Bovember 12, 1902. The maps of station grounds al ong cer ta i n 
linea or railroad will be furnished excep t along t he Kiowa , Chick­
aha and Fort Smith Railroad, no grounds having been acquir ed by 
thia road. 



D E P A R T ME N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R , 

Washington. 
ITD 7933-1902. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir : 

for the Indian Terri tory, 

Muskogee , Indian Territory. 

December 30, 1902. 

December 4, 1902, the Acting Inspector called attention 

to section 10 of the act of June 30, 1902 )32 Stat .,500), and 

section 37 of the act of July 1, 1902 (32 Stat ., 716), relative 

to public highways or roads in the Creek and Cherokee Nations . 

He recommends ce~tain legislation by Congress in regard 

to such highways in these nations and in the Choctaw and Chick ­

asaw Nation, which will receive due consideration. He states 

that while Congress has provided that section line roads may 

be established and damages, etc . determined in the Creek and 

Cherokee Nations by the Secretary af the Interior, there is 

apparently no way that the law can be enforced; that he believes 

that the courts will . consider that they have no jurisdiction 

in these matters; that it devolves upon the Department to carry 

out the provisions of this ~aw , and if it has authority to 

remare tences and improvements that obstruct the highways, 

attar the allottees have been properly compensated therefor, 

the machinery to carry out thi~ work is lacking; that the only 
. -

ugge tion he can make, as the law stands, is ~or the Depart-
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ment to instruc t t hat public notice be i ssued by the United 

States Indian Agent that section line roads must be opened 

throughout the Creek and Cherokee Nations as soon as possible , 

or it will be necessary f or the Department to t a ke steps to 

enforce the law; t hat he bel i eves that this will result in a 

large number of t he cases s et tling themselves . 

Reporting i n t he matter December 19 , 1902 , the Commis ­

sioner of Indian Af f air s states , in regard to this feature of 

the matter, ~ hat i t would seem that some rules and~ re gulations 

are necessary to define what r oads will be for the public good 

and to what extent it is necessary to have them opened , also 

to define the method of determing the a ctual value of the l a nd 

and the da mages to i mprovements where roads are est ablished 

elsewhere than on s ent i onal lines and the time and manner of 

payment therefor; t hat the privilege of removing such improve­

ments as it may be neces sary in establishing such road , be 

given to the owner or allottee , and that due notice of the 

time within which such privilege shal l be exercised be given 

such owner or allottee. He r e commends that this work be 

carried on primarily by t he United States Indian Agent and if , 

in his judgment, the work c an bes t be s ubser ved by appointing 

a superintendent of roads a nd highways in e a ch nation , he sees 

no objection to such appointments being made by the Department 

and their canpensation de termined thereby, t o be paid out of 

whate~er funds it is neces sary to appropri ate f or carrying on 

5451 
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the work. 

The Department concurs in the recommendations of the 

Acting Inspector as to the issuance of the notice, and you are 

authorized to have the Indian Agent prepare such notice and 

submit the same through your office for the c onsiderat ion of 

the Department. You will also consider the suggestions made 

by the Commissioner, above stated , and report in regard thereto . 

The letter of Iilliam H. Br ay is returned , and a copy 

ot the Commissioner's letter is also inclosed. 

2 inclosures. 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan , 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 545l .Received . Jan. 6,1903 . 0ff1ce of In­
dian Inspector(u.s.) for Indian Territory. asbington ,Dec . 30 , 1902 . 
Seeretary.----Indian Agent should prepare public notice relative 
to opening roads and submit for approval ; report should be made 
rel. to rules and regulations to be prescribed governing opening 
c~ roada,etc. 



Refer in reply to the f ollowing : 

Land. 
7690-1903. 

The Honorable 

DEPAR~ffiNT OF THE INTER IOR, 

Office of Indi an Affa irs, 

~a shingt on, 

February 9 , ,1903 . 

The Secret ary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

There is transmitted, herewith , a report of Acting· Inspect­

or J.W. Zevely, dated Janua ry 30 , 1903 , f orwarding f or depart­

menta l approva l, a publ ic notice relative to the ma tter of the 

extablishment of roads in the Cr eek and Cherokee Nat ions in 

accordance wi th existing legislat ion governing the se matters, 

which notice wa s nre pared by the .Acting tnspector under the 

instructions of the Department in its letter of December 30 , 

1902, -- I.T.D. 7933-1902 . 

The Acting Inspe ctor re commends its approval and that authori 

ty be granted to publ is h the same in at least two newspapers 

having a general circulat ion throughout the Creek and eherokee 

nations, one to be published i n the Creek Nation and one in the 

Cherokee Nation, and aga in calls a ttention to the fa ct, re ferred 

to in his letter of December 4 , 1902, that nothing can be done 

in regard to carrying on the work of opening such roads which 

involves expense until Congress ma kes an appro~riation therefor . 

The notice submitted by the Actin Inspe ct or seems to be in 

proper form and to be as f orcible a s t he law will permit , and 

5'1i5 
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its publication will no doubt hasten the openi ng of road s in 

the manner set out i n section 10 of the supplement al a greement 

of the Creek Nation . 

The off ice therefore recommends tha t sa id notice be approved 

by the Department and that the Acting Ins pe ctor be authorized 

to publish the ~ arne in a ccordance with his suggestions in re -

1a tion thereto. 

Very respect f ully , 

A. C. Tonner, 

Acting Commissioner . 

(Endarsed) Union Agenc y No . 5?95 .Re ceived Feb . 2l , l903 . 0f fic e of 
u.s. India n Inspector f or Indian Territory . Wa shin on , Feb . l2 , l903 . 
Secretary---App roves public not ice relat ive to opening section 
line roads in Creek and Cherokee Nation , to be issue d by I ndi a n 
Agent am published in two newspapers . 



Refer in reply to the follo wing : 

Land. 
40,649-1903. 

The Honroable, 

DEP.ARTM:EN T OF TEE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indi an Aff a irs, 

Wa shington, 

July 2 , 1903. 

The Secretary of the Int erior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submi t herewi th for your considerat i on 
'' 

letter of the U. S. Indian. Inspector for I nd i an Terr i tor y of the 

30th ult. relative to opening of road s on sec t ion l ines i n the 

Creek and Cherokee nations . 

Mr. Wright invites at t ention to the fact tha t on J une 8th he 

was advised by the Department, I.T.D. 4840" 1903 , tha t i n com­

pliance with the recommenda tion of the Acting I nspe ctor and u.s . 
Indian Agent authority wa s g r anted to g ive Public not ice t o the 

effect tha t no action would be t aken wi th re feren ce t o the open-

ing of roads on section lines in t he Creek and Che r okee nat i ons 

until December 15, 1903, the s ame beinp a modi f icat i on of the 

notice approved by the Departi!l3nt Februa r y 12 , 1903 , wh ich pro­

vided that roads would be opened on sec t ion l i ne s without delay . 

In the telegram f rom the Agent a nd Acting Inspe ctor dated 

June 2., 1903, it was st ated t ha t in their op inion to caus e the 

roads to be opened a t tha t time would result in material dama ge . . 

to groWing crops, and for that rea son they recommended tha t a c­

tion be deterred until December 15th. 

After a recent investigation of this subject Mr. Wri ~ht is 
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of the opinion tha t such noti c e should not be iven , and as he ha s 

not yet directed the Agent to ve t he notice he asks tha the 

natter be reconsidered a nd that the authorit y gr a nted postponing 

a ction until De cember 15th be revoked . 

Public notice with reference to these roads w s P- iven prior 

to the time crops were planted says the Inspector , a nd as inter­

ested par t i es were f ully cogn i zant of the l aw re q_uirin roads to 

be opened on se ction lines in pla cinp their crops thereon the y 

did so a t their own risk , and that to defer a c tion until December 

15th will only delay and co mpl ica te mgtters and ca use constant 

annoyance until that time . He says furthe r many roads across 

pastures and lands not in cultiva tion a re being f enced and no 

provisions made for road s along se ct ion lines causinr const ant 

friction and annoyance and many compla ints to the Indi a n gent 

and himsel f . He believes that by leaving the f orm of notice 

approved by the Department February 12 , 1903 , in full force a nd 

ettect the Agent can use discretion in the tter where upon 

investi ~ tion it is found that no i mmediate a ct ion sh ould be 

t aken until cro ps are ~ thered , a nd this matter of loc a tion 

and cha nge of r oads can oe gradually ad justed satisfactorily 

to all concerned , wherea s should publi c notice be given nothing 

whatever will be done until December 15th and part i es fencin 

existin roads ill ma ke no effort t o est bl i sh othe r roa ds on 

section l ines until tha t time . For t hese rea so ns Mr . ~ ri ht 

believes the a uthority referred to should be revoked . 

This office realizes tha t the road s in existence in the 

Indi an Territory that are not on section l i nes a re there merely 

by sufferance of the allottee s or the persons who have selected 
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the l a nds fo r thei r al l otments and tha t necessar i ly unt i l a final 

order is made there Will be a continual fencing up of these roads , 

t he reby cuttin f off all means of travel through l a r ee a rea s of the 

Indi an Territory . It cannot be possible tllit a ll section lines 

where road s s hould be esta blished are under cultivation and plante 

with valuable crops. Certainly a large number of them must be 

in gr a ss ar without any impl"ovements whatever . The openin of 

roads in su ch pl a ces and under such circumstances should not be 

def erred unt il De cember 15th , and I presume that in a ~reat many 

instances where there are cr ops on section lines the crops were 

placed t here by the parties With full knowledge of the fact that 

it was t heir duty to exclude the l a nd on each side of the sec­

tion line to t he wi dth of the roads provided for from their area 

of cultiva tion and planted their crops in defiance of their ell 

known dut y to the public , but I presume that there would be very 

few instan ces wher e it would be absolutely necessary in the es-

t a blishment of r oads to destroy crops , and certainly there would 

be no excuse f or the Agent to arbitrar i ly exercise his authority 

even in suc h ca s es except in the fact of absolute necessity . 

I am t heref ore of opi nion that this letter of recommenda tion of 

the Inspector s hould be approved and concur thereWith . 

Ve r y respectfully , 
w. A. Jones , 

Commissioner. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No.6830.Recei ved Jul . l4 , 1903 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector f or I ndian Terri t ory. Wa shington , July 6 , 1903 . 
Secretary---Aut hori ty eranted t o give n oti ce that no action 
will be t a ken to open roads unt il De cember 15th , revoked . 



D E P A R T ME N T 0 F T HE I N T E R I 0 R , 

:a shi:ngton . 

I.T.D. 518-1903. 

Commission to t h3 Fi ve Civil ized Tri bes , 

Musko~e, Indian Territory. 

Gentlemen: 

January 24 , 1 903 . 

Th3 Department is in r e ceip t of youx report of January 

5, 1903, in re gard t o t oo cl assi f ic ati on of lands in the 

Cherokee, Choc t aw an d Chickasaw Nations , cal ling attention t o 

the statement cont a i ned in your report of November , 1902 , that 

should it be found t ha t the c las sif ic at i on in the C.herol€ e 

Nation is substant:ially corre ct i t will not be c onsidered advi s ­

able to make a gerera l inv estigation a s to t he classi ficat i on of 

the lands in other Na tions, a s such cour se would involve a 

great e:x;pense and might delay the wo:dc of allo tmen t indefinit.ely. 

You say that a re-examination of 968 complaint s f i l ed in the 

Cb:trokee Nation has resulte d in a chang e of only 1 2 . 8% of t he 

total number of complaints received; t hat this indic a tes 

that the classification of lands ooretofore made is subs t a n­

tially correct; t.ha t it is impossible to mete out exact j us­

tice in a work of the magnitude in hand; tha t during t he 

progress of the classification of t.he lands of the Cho c taw and 

Chickasaw Nations impactors whose duty it was to ve ri f y cla ssi­

fications, generally oversee the work of the appr ai se rs and 

instruct them upon treir duties, were constantly in t .he field, 

end moreover, representatives on the part of the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Nations, whose compensation was paid by the goveril!Il.ent, 
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cooperated with the appraisers in the field , traveling from 

party to party during tbe entire time, and whenever complaints 

were made by them an immediate examination was ordered and 

corrections made hen found necessary; that in view of these 

and other considerations the Commission has deemed it advisable 

to make no changes in too classification of lands in the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nations . 

Reporting in the matter January 19 , 1903 , the commissioner 

states that 

"A percel!lltage of 12 . 8 is not , under ordinary circumstances , 

a negligible quantity;" 

that out of 968 cases 12 . 8% means over 100 cases; that it 

is regretted that you give no information as to tbe sum involved 

in these changes; tm t toore 'lias a representative of the 

C~rokee Nation present with each appraising party engaged in 

that Nation, so that t te question of a representative having 

been present during the time the classi fie ati ons mre made in 

the Choctaw and Chiclca saw Na ti ans bas no point in connection 

With the consideration of this question; that without further 

information than is contaimd in you· repor t .be does not feel 

justified in recommending that you be authorized to disregard 

complaints with reference to class.ifications in the Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nations. 

The Depar"b:nent does not feel warranted in directing you 

to disregard all complaints as to the appraisement s in the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations, ·but, as you inform too Depart­

men that representatives on the part of the Choo tav1 and Chicka­

saw Nations cooperated with tre appraisers in the field, and 
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as the lOth section of the Choc taw and Chicka s a agreement 

(32 Stat., 500}, provides t .hat , in making apprai s ements, the 

Choctaw and Chi ckasaw tribes shall each .have a repr esentative 

to be appointed by t~ respective executives to cooperate nth 

your Commission, investig a tion should be made only in cases 

where the comp laint s prima facie show g ross error in the 

ap prai semen t s • There appears no reason why any one should not 

be heard in a matter materially affecting his interests , and 

no good reason. why your Commissi on should not be able to prompt­

ly dispose of c omplaints of a trivial c haracter or those 

deemed insufficient in any particular . 

A copy of the Commissio:rer ' s letter is inclosed . 

Respectfully , 

Tho s . Ryan 

Ac ting ecretary . 

(Endorsed} Union gen cy No.2645 Commission to five Tri bes Received 
Jan. 31, 1903 Dep artment , yan , ashington , D. c., Jan . 24 , 1903. 
----Relative to report of tm Commission as to Classificat ion 
or lm ds in the Cherokee , Choctaw and Chickasaw Nat ions. The 
Department does not feel warranted in directing t he commission 
to disregard all compla ints, as to appraisements in the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw~tions.----
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I N 

January 27, 1903 

PRA C T I CE 

CHOCTA , CHI <X.ASA l AND CHEROKEE 

ALLOTMENT CONTEST CASES 

BEFCRE THE 

COMMISSION TO THE F.rVE CI VI LIZED TRIBES , 

THE 

CO MMISSI ONER OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

AND THE 

SECRETARY OF THE INrERIOR . 

--------000--------

'_? \ 



RULES 0 F 

INITIATION OF OONrESTS . 

Rule 1. Contests nay be ini'tia ted by or on behalf of an 

adverse claimant against any party by- or for whom a selection 

of land has be en rrede in the Choctaw, Chickasaw or Cherokee Na­

tions, for any sufficient cause a ffectirg the right of possession 

ot the land in controversy, by selecting the same land , and by 

tiling a complaint with t~ Commission to t.be Five Civilized 

Tribes at the land office ·in tm Nation in which the land lies . 

Rule 2. When the allot tee is deceased the con test shall 

be brought against the he irs of such deceased allottee , and the 

complaint shall state the names of all th:l hB irs. If the heirs, 

or any at them, . are non-residents of Indian Terri tory , or unknown 

tie complaint shall set forth the fact and be corroborated with 

respect thereto by tre affidavit of one or more persons • . 

Rule 3. The ccmplaint mus t conform to too following 

requirements: 

(a) It must be written ~ partly written and partly printed 

(b) It must describe the land involved. 

(c) It must s tate the land off iee wre re ' the date whe n, ~nd 

tar whom, the contestant selected said lend. 

(d) It must make party contestee the perscn who, by him-

self or through another, origi.na.lly selected the land in contro­

versy and state t .he date at s mil selection and by whom made . 

(e) If the contestee is an infant or a person of unsound 

mind tm complaint shall so state am shall also state the name 
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ot the guardian of such infant or person of unsound mind , if' there 

be one, and if' tmre be none the complaint shall state the name 

of' the person haVing the infant o;r person of unsound mind in 

charge. 

(t) It must set forth the f'a.cts which constitute the 

grounds of contest. 

(g)' It must be duly verified. 

NariCE OF CONT EST . 

Rule 4. At least thirty days notice shall be given of' all 

hearings before the Commis sian, unless by writ ten consent an 

earlier day shal l be agreed upon . 

Rule 5. Notice of contest and summons must be made upon 

the blanks prepared and supplied by t-OO Commission , and must 

gi'Ye a description of the land involved, state the time and 

place of the hearing , and,· e xce:pt in cases of' notice by :publica­

tion, have a copy ar the complaint attached • 

.§. ! B. v l c !· 

Rule 6. Personal service shall be made in all cases 

where the party to be served is a r esident of Indian Territory , 

except as provided in Rule 9 and shall consist in t he delivery 

ot a copy of' the notice and summons to each of the contestees. 

Rule 7. It the perso n to be perso nally served is an in­

rant or a person ot unsound mind, service shall be made by deliv­

ering a copy or the notice and summons to the guardian ot . 

such infant or person or unsound mind, if there be one . If ther 

be none, then by deliTering a copy to the person having the infant 
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or person of unso und mind in charge , and also to tre :pers on who 

made the sele cti on far such infant or person . 

Rule s . 

or person. 

Persoml serVice may be executed by any officer 

Rule 9 . Notic e may be given by publication only wren it is 

shown by affi davi t pre sen ted on behalf o:f the contestant,, and by 

such ot~r evidence as the Commission rmy require that due dili­

gence ha s b een used, and that personal service c.annot be made , 

or that t m person to be served is a non- resident of Indian 

Territory, or that the mirs of a deceased allottee against whom 

the cont e st is brought are unknown . The affidavit must also 

state the present post office address of the person intended to 

be serve d, if it i s known tr:> too affiant , ani must sho wha t 

effort has been made to obtain personal service . 

NOTICE BY PUBLICATION . 

Rule 10. Not ice by publication shall re made by advertis-

ing a t le as t onc e a eek for four successive · eeks in soim news­

paper published i n ta, nation where the land in contest lies . 

The first inse rtion shall be at least thirty days prior to the 

day fixed for t he ~ ari ng. 

Rule 11. .he re notic e is giTen b y publication , a copy of 

the notice shall, a t l east t h irty days before the day fixed for 

t.be hearing, be mailed , b y r egistered let t er to each person to 

be notified a t t h e last a ddress, if a ny, given by him, as shown 

by t.be records of t.be Commission, and to him at his present 

address name d in tre a f f i davit for pub l ic ation re<p ired b y rule 

9, 1t such present a ddress 1s s t a t ed in such affi davit and is 
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ditteren t from his record address. If' there be no such record 

address, and if no present address is named in the affidavit for 

public at ion, then a copy of the netic e shall be s o mailed to 

him at t~ post office rearest to the land . A copy of the no tic e 

shall also be posted in too land off'ic e where the con test is 

pending for a period of' at least thirty days before the day fixed 

tor the rearing, and s .till another copy thereof shall be posted 

in a conspicuous place on tm land for at least two eeks prior 

to the day t ixed for the hearing . 

PROOF OF S ERVICE QF NOTICE OF CO NrEST AND SUNMONS . , 
Rule 12. Proof of personal service of' notice of contest 

and summons shall be the writ ten acknowledgenen t of the person 

served or the affidavit of the person who served the notice, 

attac~ d thereto, stating the time , pla.ce and manner or service . 

Rule 13. ilbere service is by publication , too proof of' 

service shall be a copy of tbe advertisemnt , i th tbe affidavit 

ott~ publisher ar foreman attached thereto , showing tha t the 

same was successively inserted the re quisite number of times , 

and the date t hereof . Proof of service by mail and b y posting 

a copy ot tn, notice on the land shall be the affidavit of the 

person who mailed the notice, with the post office receipt for 

the registered letter attached thereto, and the affida vit of the 

person who posted the notice on the land. 

D I S M I S S A L s. ----------
Rule 14. Cases will be called for trial on the day and at 

the hour fixed for the hearing, and if' the contestant makes no 

6309 



-5-

appearance, the c ase will be dismi ssed for want of prosecution , 

in which event wr i t ten notice of such action , by personal ser­

Tice or registe r ed l etter, shall be given by the Commission to 

the partie s in interest or their attorneys . 

C 0 N T I N U A N C E s . ---- --- -----
Rule 15 .• A postponenen t of a hearing to a day to be fixed 

by the Commission may , for a valid reason , be al lowed on the 

day of trial; and when tbe continuance is asked for on account 

of the a bsence of material witnesses , the party aski ng for the 

continuance s hall file an affidavit showing: 

(a) That one or more of the wi tnesses in his behalf , is 

absent wi thou t his procurement or consent . 

(b) The name and residence of each absent witnes s . 

(c) The fac ts to which they would testify if present . 

(d) The mater ial! ty of the evidence . 

{e) The exerci se of proper diligence to procure the at tend-

ance of the absent witnesses . 

(f) That aff i ant believes said witnesses can be had at 

the time to which it i s sought to have the trial postponed . 

Rule 16. No continua nce shall be granted on account of 

tbe absen ce o f witnesses w .hen the opposing party shall admit tha t 

the witnesses would , if pr esent, testify to the statements set 

out in the motion for a c onti nuanc e . 

T R I A L s . ------
Rule 17 . Upon the tria l of a contes t the Commission Will 

in all oases when deemed necessary, perso nally dire c t the exami-

6309 . 
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nation ot witnesses in order to draw from them all facts within 

their knowledge requisite to a corre ct conclusion of any point 

co.nnected with the case. 

Rule 18. Due opportunity will be allowed opposing parties , 

or their counsel,. to confront and cross-examine the witnesses 

introduced by either party. 

Rule 19• Upon the day originally set for hearing and upon 

any day to 11ilich the tr~al may be continued, the testimony of 

all the witnesses present shall be taken and reduced to writing . 

When test~mony is taken i n shorthand, the stenographer • s notes 

must be written out and the written testimo'ny then and there 

subscribed by the witness and attested by the officer before 

whom the same is taken, unless the par ties , or their counsel , 

shall, by stipulation in writing , agree that the transcript of 

the stenographer's notes , duly verified, shall be considered the 

testimony ot the witnesses with the same force and effect as if 

it had been signed by the witnesses. 

REINSTATEMENT , REHEAR! ID AND REVIEW • 

Rule 20. Motions for reinstatement, after dismissal as 

provided in rule 14, and for rehearing or review, must be filed 

Within twenty days from service of not ice of the final order or 

decision in case of perso nal service of said notice and within 

thirty days in case of service of said notice by registered 

letter, said motion first having been served on the opposite 

arty or his attorney, either personally or by registered letter . 

The party on whom t.be motion is served . ill b& allowed the sa~ 

length at time after service of motion in which to file a reply, 



-7-

service thereof first having been had on the opposite par ty, 

or his attorney, either personally or by registered letter. 

Rule 21. Motions for rehearing or revie w, must be 

accompanied by an affi davit of the party or his attorney t o 

the effect that the motion is made in good faith a nd not for 

the purpose of delay . 

Rule 22. In case of failure to file a motion to 

reinstate, or for rehearing or review ithin the time pre­

scribed by rule 20 the case will be regularly closed. 

PROOF OF SERVICE OF MOTIONS , REPLIES , ETC . 

Rule 23 . Proof of personal service of motions ,. re­

plies, etc., shall be the same as that ·required by rule 12 . 

Proof ot service of motions , replies , etc., by r egistered let­

ter shall be the affidavit of the person who mailed the letter ~ 

with the post-office receipt t herefor attached , and said 

atfidavi t shall state that the letter for which the receipt 

was given contained a copy of the original motion, etc., as 

the case may be. And in all cases of service by registered 

letter, the time allowed for filing motions, replies , etc .• , 

shall begin to run tram the date of the postoffice receipt for 

said letter. 

WITNESSES . 

Rule 24. All costs incident to the attendance of 

W1. tnesses in proceedings in allotment c en test cases , shall b·e 

paid by the respective parties to the contest by whose request 

tbey have been subpoenaed. 

6309 
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APPEALS TO THE INDIAN OFFICE .AND THE DEPARTMENT • 

Rule 25. Appeals from the final action or decision of 

the Commission lie in every case to the Commissioner ot 

Indian Affairs, and from his decision to the Secretary of the 

Interior, and twenty days will be allowed for appe al and 

argument from the date of the receipt of the notice of the 

decision in case of personal notice · and thirty days in case 

of service by registered letter. 

All appeals must be served on the opposite party 

Within the time allowed for ~peal, and appellee shall have 

ten days for reply and to serve the same. hen an appeal is 

considered defective the party will be notified of the defect 

and if not amended ithin ten days from notice the appeal 

may be dismissed by tbe officer to whom the appeal is taken. 

All notices will be served upon the attorney of record. 

MOTIONS FOR REHEARIIDS AND REVIEWS . 

Rule 26. Motions for rehearing, or for review of de-

cisions of the Indian Office, or of the Departm~t, must be 

tiled within twenty days from service of the notice of the 

decision, whether made perso nally or by registered letter. 

Such motions must bear evidence of service upon the opposite 

party, either personally or by reg1 tered letter. 

DEP A.RTMENT OF THE INTER! ORo 

Washington, D. c. January 27, 1903. 

jpPROVED: 

Thos. Ryan 
Acting Secretary. 
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(Endorsed} Union Agency No . 6309 Commission to ~ive Tribes , 
received Feb . 3 ,1903 Department , Ryan , Washington , D. c., ~anuary 
27t 1903.----Transmitting Rules of Practice i n Choctaw, Chickasaw 
and Cherokee Allotment contest eases . A copy of the re - draft 
wubmitted by the Commissioner is enclosed for consideration. 

\ 



DEPA RTM 'NT OF TH 1' I T"'R I OR - . ~ ' 
ITD 830-1903. .;ashi ng t on . January 30 p 1903. 

United S t a tes Indian I nspe ctor 

for the Im ian Terri tory , Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

The Department i s in receipt ar the cting Inspector ' s 

tele g r am dated January 2 9 , 1903 , as follows : 

. hile in ash ington a. t your request I prepared 

substitute for bi ll pr aviding for recording instruments 

in Indian Terri tory and gave sane to Senator ,uar l es . 

This is very important mat ter and since my return here 

numer ous inquiries being made r elative thereto sugges t 

that mat t e r be giv en at t ention as it may escape Sena tor 

uarles notic e . 

Too r ecords of the Indian Territory Division do not 

show t hat any bill prepared by you for recording instruments 

in Indian Territory, was transmitted to .3enator (.uarles 

by this Dep ar tmcnt . Indeed it is understood by your tele -

gram that you .har:ded t he same to the .Jenator. 

You are fur t her inforned t hat the matter bus been 

under considera ti on by the t ~ houses and the Congressional 

Record of January 15th sho\7S t hat t he ~enate d i sagreed to 

the Hous e amendment and asked f or a conference . The Depart -

ment 1as not since bee n advised of t he passage of the bill . 

· e spe c tfully , 

Thos . iiyan 
Acti ng Se cretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy r,. o 5700 ')~ cei ved ..!e b.5 ,l903 . 0ffice of 
UoS.Indie.n Inspector , far Indian 'l'erri tory- ·;/ashington,.Tan.30,1903. 

seoY. Re l ative to bill providing for recording instruments in I.T 



Refer in reply to the following : 

Land 
7980-1903. DEPART1 T OF THE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indi an Affa irs, 

e shington , 

February , 9 , 1903 . 

The Honorable 

The Se cretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report da ted 

J anuar y 31, 1903 , from the Actin u. s . Indian Inspector f or 

Indian Territor , upon a communica tion , da ted J anua r y 4 , 

1903, from Mr . N. D. McGinley of Guthrie , Oklahoma , ad ­

dressed to Hon . D. T. Fl ynn , a nd by him referred to the de ­

partment , in the matter of the a c t ion of A ent Shoenfelt , 

through his p olicemen , i n seizinF certa in guns , ammuni-

tion, etc . belon ing to Mr . McGinley and others, which communi ­

cation was referred by the Department to the Intepector on 

February 10, 1903. 

The Acting Inspe ctor encloses a copy of a letter da ted 

February 5, 1902, f rom Agent Shoenfelt , addressed to t his 

office, reporting the capture a nd conf iscation of the guns , etc ., 

and also encloses a co py af office letter da ted Februa r y 12 , 1902, 

to the agent, approving his a ction in refusin _ to return the 

captured property . 

5802 
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The Acting Inspector recommends tha t as the agent reported 

the matter to the office and the office approved the a gent ' s 

action, the owners of the cap tured property be adv ised tha t their 

guns can not be returned . He states that he thinks t ha t such 

action will have a beneficial result as the part ies a re men 

of prominence and the f a ct that t he ir guns were seized a nd the y 

were compelled to stop huntin was enerally known throughou t 

the Territory; tha t on the other hand, if the guns were re t urned 

upon the owners' firs t request t .o t he Department , it would in 

effect fail to sus ta in t he Agent in his action , and othe r p3rsons 

mi ght be led to believe that the y were privile ged to hunt a s 

they pleased and that i f their uns were seized by t he A ent , 

all they would have to d o would be to appeal to the Department. 

He expres ses the opinion that the guns belonging to Mr . 
' 

McGinley a nd h~s friends should be returned, but not a t the 

present time . He makes the f urther recommendation that au t hor­

ity be granted the agent to returh the property a t his discretion , 

and then of the Agent's own volition (Si c) and not upon the 

request of the owners . 

The office respectfully concurs in the recommend at ions of 

the Acting Inspector, if the gr anting of authorit y to the 

Agent for the return of the forfe ited propert y at any time, 

present or future , would not be in contra vention of law. The 

guna etc., having been seized under the provisions of section 

2137, Revised Statutes, which provides tha t "Ever y per son, ot he r 

than an Indian, who x x x hunts x x x in the Indian country , 

shall forfeit all traps, puns and ammunition in his possession , 

5802 
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used or procured to be used fo that purpose, and al l peltries 

so taken; and shall be liable in addition to a penalty of five 

hundred dollars", it is a question whether it is wlthin the 

jurisdiction of the Department to remit the forfeiture by ordering 

the return of the captured property. 

Very respect f ully, 

A. c. Tonner , 

Commissioner. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.5802 .Re ceived Feb.24,1903.0ffice of 
u. s. Indian Inspector f or Indian Territory. Wa shin ton,Feb.l6,1903 
Secretary----Rela tive to a ction of Indian Agent in seizing guns , 
etc., from N.D. McGinle y , a nd pa rty, f ound hunting in Ind.Ter., 
authorizes same to be returned . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R. 

fashing ton. 
February 18, 1903. 

Mr. ~. w. Zevely, Inspector, 

Muskogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

Referrin g to your report of the 11th inst ant, wh ich, 

with its exhibits, has been very carefully examined , there 

is enclosed to you a letter of dismis sal addressed to Mr . 

HOWARD V. HINCKLEY, which you will please deliver to him 

in person, and advise the Department tha t you ha ve done so. 

Very respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .580l.Received Feb .24, 1903 . 0ffice of 
u. s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. VJashin pton , Feb.l8,1903 
Secretary---Encloses letter a ddressed to H.V.Hinckley, removing 
him trom position of Supervisin? Engineer; directed to del iver 
same in person. 



DEP T.!VIE T F THE I NT ...!. RI OR, 
United St ates I ndi an Service . 
Off i ce o f evenue Inspe ctor . 
Iuskogee , I nd. Ter., 

pr i 1 7 , l 9 0 3 • 

The Honor able, 

The ecretary of t he Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the ho nor t o t ender here wi t h my resignation as Reve-

nue Inspec tor in t he I nd i an Ter ri tory , t o t ak e effec t l ay 1 , 

1903 , or at t he ple asur e of the Se cr e t ary of the I nterior . 

The causes le a ding up t o my res i gna tion a re t wofo l d : 

First; I h a ve f or the pa st six mont hs f elt th at i t i s an 

i mpo ss ib ili ty for one :rm n t o cover t he revenue work i n t he Cr eek , 

Cherokee and Ch ickas aw ations , in a satis f actory manner . 

Second . I de s i re to t ake an acti ve part in t he management 

of the Triba l Development Company , recently or gan ized f or the 

purpose of securi ng l ands f or a large number of f ull - blood I n­

dians in the Choc taw and Ch .ck as aw a tions , and procuri ng such 

I ndians s uitable t enants f or their land after allotment . 

In t endering my resigna tion , I ould r espectf ul l y suggest 

tor your cons iderati on the advisi abi l ity of dividing the work 

heretofor e cov er ed by the Revenue I nspe co::t and giving such work 

to t wo men instead of one. The oo lle ct i ons for the pre s ent 

tiacal ye ar in the Creek a tion will exce ed those of any ye ar 

s ince the work wa s taken in han d by the Fe deral Gov ernment , and 

there i s considerab le work t o b e do ne i n the Cherokee at i on. 
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If one man were gi. ven the Creek and Che r ok e e Nat i ons , his whole 

time could be occupied advantageously . 

~he work in the Chic kasaw at ion is i n be tter shape than it 

has been a t any t i me . Collections f rom cat t l e tax for the month 

of March ha ve exceeded $10 , 000 . 00 and in my op i n ion there is suf-

f icient work in th at nat ion to fu lly occupy one man ' s time . 

Ve r y Respectfully , 
Your obedient Servant , 

Guy P . COBB 

Through the Commi ssioner of I ndian ffairs , 

Through the Uni ted St ates Indian I nspe ctor 

f or the I ndian Terr itory . 

Revenue Inspector . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 62?4 Re ceived Apr . 27 , 1903 . Office 
of U. S . I ndi an Inspe c tor f or Indian Territ ory . Jashi ngton , pri l 23 , 
1903 . Commiss i oner . Encl oses let t er f rom Se cretar y ca ll ing f or 
report in mat ter of having t wo Revenue In s pectors ins te ad of one . 



Land . 
29 , 411.-19 0 3 De rtzrten t o f the Interior ,. 

OFFIC · OF I IDIAN AFF I R 
' 

· ashi ngton , 

Hay 20 , 1903. 

Tie Honor a ble , 

Th:l 3e cret r y of t re Interior . 

Sir : 

I have the honor t o transmi t herem th a l etter of the 

Acti~ Inspector for the Indian Terri t ar y af the ZO th ult . ,, 

r ela. tiv e to t te placing of al lo ttees i n possessi on of the ir 

la nds in t ~ Cherolre e , Chaeta and Chickasaw nations . 

Mr . Ze ve l y calls attention to the provisions of Section 

21 of tm ere rokD e gree nt ( 32 tat . 716) , ani says on 

J u ly 5 , 1901 , by epartmenta l letter I . T . D. 26 78- 1903 , the ma t -

t er af t ~ acti on to be taken under ~ simila r provision 

applying to too Cr eek N tion vas oons i dored , and the Inspe c­

tor ' s office uas instruct ed th a t the Indian Agent should 

prooeed to pla ce Creek citjzens in posse ssion of' t heir 

allotrm n ts , nd tha t t matter of carrying out t provisions 

of this law should bo left in tm gent and Inspector ; t ha t 

section 23 , of t~ Supp lemental' reanen t i th the Choc t w 

and Chickasa i nati ons , and r atif ied by t a ct of Con , ess 

approved July 1 , 1902 ( 32 utat . 641 ) also provides for the 

placing of allottees in possessi on of their lands in those 

nati ons ; that the allotmen ts are no being made in t he 

Choctaw , Chic kasaw and Che rokee nations , and in order that the 
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Agent may proceed to pla ce the Indian citizens in possession 

of their land 7ben sa requested , he recomme.n ds that the same 

instructiom be given by t tn Department to apply to t he t hre.e 

nations referred to as ,ere given in co nne c ti on it h t .l':e Creek 

Nation on July 5, 1 901. 

Since the I nspe ctor seems to believe it is pecessary tha t 

authority b e giv.en by tm Depar t ment ta authorize t be .Agent 

to place allot t ees i n possession of their allotments , I concur 

in his reco mmendati on tha t such author it y b e g i v en . 

Very r espectfully , 

Acting CornmiS s iorer . 

EBH-Col. 

(Em or sed} Union Agen cy o . 6453 Re ceived Ma y 29 , l903 . 0ffice 
of U.S .Indian Inspector ,, for I ndi an Territor y . ~'las.h ington , 
:May 23 , 1903. ecreta:ry .----Instructed to advise Ind ian Agent 
to place allot tees in posse ssi on of' t l'ei r l and in Choctaw , 
Chicka saw a nd Chero kee Na tions in ac cordan ce with l aws of 
those nations .----



Refer in reply to the follow in 

Land. 
30,723-1903. 

The Honorable, 

DEP 1\ RTh1ENT OF THE INT ERIOR , 

Office of Indian ffairs , 

fla shing ton , 

May 21 , 1903 . 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit herewit h report of the Actin 

Inspector f or the Indi an Terri tory of the 9th inst ., f orward i ng 

papers in connec tion i th a contra ct entered into under da te of 

May 7, 1903, by and between the United States Indian Agent a t 

Union A ency and the ~ansa s & Arkansas Vnlley Ra ilway co ., cover ­

ing the purchase of not to exceed 500 , 000 cubic yards of ravel 

to be taken rom the l and s described in the a pplica tion and con-

tra ct has been made in a ccordance ith authorit conta ined in De -

partmental letter of April 16 , 1903 ,. I. T.D. 3828- 1903 . 

The Price to be pa i d f or this gravel is two cents per cubic 

yard, in a ccordance w1 th the terms of the application . Such gra v­

el is to be used in the con s truction , maintenance and repair of 

railroads forming a continuous line into and through the Indi an 

Territory. 

The Acting Inspe ctor a lso tra nsmi ts a bond given by t he Na ­

tional Surety co. of New York City , a s surety in beha l f of the 

Kansas & Arkansa s Va lle y Ra ilway Co., in th e sum of 5 , 000 . 00 

conditioned on the faithful perforrnanc e of the terms of the con­

tract, the bond bein da ted May 7, 1903. 

6474 
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Mr. Zevely calls attention to the f a ct that a ccompanying 

the papers is a certified copy of a resolution adopted b the 

Board of Directors of the Kansas & Arkansa s Vall·ey Railway Co., 

showing the aut horit y of the officers si gning f or such company 

· to execute both the contract and the bond . 

For the more convenient reference of the Department the Act­

ing Inspector also returns the Approved Appl icat ion in this ca se, 

'together with a copy of the charter of the railroad a nd laws of 

Arkansas, under which the company wa s incorporated. 

Mr . Zevely says the contra ct and bond appe r to be properly 

executed, and he therefore recommends that they be approved . 

In addition to the papers specially men ti one d. by the Acting 

Inspector, there are attached :- financial exhibit of the National 

Surety Co . of New Yor~ , properly certified ; certifica te of the 

appointment of Paul H. Bowman a s Resident Assistant Se cretar y of 

the National Surety Co ., a t St ., Louis, Mo.; certif icate of the 

appointment of J. E. McKeighan, as Resident Vice President of the 

National Surety Co .,. at St . Louis, Mo., this certificate a lso con­

tainin copy of by-laws of ·the National Surety Co., providing f or 

the appointment af Resident Vice-Presidents and Resident Assistant 

Secretaries to represent and act for and on behalf of the company; 

also affidavit, acknowledgment and justifica tion by uarantee of 

the National Surety Co . signed by Pa ul H. Bowman and properly a ck­

nowledged. 

There is also submitted corresponden ce, both by lett er and 

telegram, with reference to the authority of Mr . J. H. Koogler to 

64'14r 
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act tor am a ccept servic·e in behalf of the National Surety co . 

tor the Northern District of the Indi an Territory. 

The papers appear to be in proper form . The interests of 

the Cherokee Nation a nd of the United Stares are amply protected , 

and I therefore concur in the recommendation of the Acting In­

spector tha t the contra ct and bond be approved . 

Very respectfully, 

Acting Commissioner . 

EBH-Col. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 64?1.Received .Jun. 1 , l 9 03 ~ 0ffi ce of 
u. s. Indian Ins pe ctor fo r Indian Terr i tory . Washington , May 25 , 1903 
Secretary----Approves contra c t by and between the India n Agent 
and the Kansas and Arkansa s Va lley Railway Co . covering t he pur ­
chase of g r avel. 



D E P A T J: J.i T 0 F T H I I i T E R I R • 

. ia shington . 
ITD 5010- 1903 . .!HR • 

.Ju:oo 15, 1 903 . 

United St ates India n In~ector 

for t m I ndi an Te r ri t ary , 

usk ogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir : 

May 27 , 1903 , the cti ng Inspec tor reported r elat ive to a 

commun i cati on fro m essrs . Brook & Brook , of 1\tiuskogee , I . T., 

ask i ng t o be advised ~ hy n appea l f rom th9 d eci s i on of t he U. 

S . Indi an Agen t , Union Agency , i n t possession c ase of Pember-

ton vs • . cGau ghe y , "awarding t he pr is es , or , land in contest 

to the compl ai nant , " s not been f orv1a rded . 

The Acting In~ ector states t hat t here ar e probably 1500 

to 2000 pos sessi on cases pending i n t he· Agen t ' s o ffice , and t hat 

t~ y a re t aken up a c cordi i¥5 to tl'.eir turn ; that it i s the pur -

pose of t he ent to far 11ard t he papers in t he case mentioned by 

essr s . Br ook & Br ook as so on as pos sib l e . He recommends that 

s a id a t torneys be advised t h3 app e al will be considered in due 

time . 

You will advise sai d attorneys in a c cordance ith the Act­

i ng Insp ector ' s r e co rn.rre ndati on concurr ed in by the Indian Office 

in report of t he matte r .June 9 , 1 903 , cop y i n closed . 

1 IncJ.osure. 

1701 

Respe c tfu lly , 

Mel ville . • 1. il ler 
Ac t i ng Se cretary . 
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(Endorsed} Union Agency No. 6?09 Received June 22 , 1903 Office 
ot U.S.Indian Inspector, for I ndian Terri tory . ,Jasni ng t on, 
June 15, 1903. Secre t a r y .----Dire cts that Messrs . Brook & 
Brook, of Muskogee, in case of Pembert on vs . McGaughey wi ll be 
taken up in due t i ilE. 
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ashing ton . 
I • T . D. 5238- ·1903 0 June 29 , 1903 . 

United S tates Indian In ::p ector 

f or the Indian Terri tory , 

Musko ~e , I nd i an Territory . 

Sir; 

Jure 24 , 1903 , the Commis s ioner af I ndian Affa irs su b­

mitted your lette r of June 11 , 1903 , r e lative to t he du ties 

pe rfo:rmed i n co nnection ·i.i th r eve nue i n e ct i on -v or for t he 

month of ~ a y , 1 903, in t he Creek , Che ro ke e and Chick as a 'l 

Nations , and ro commen::l ed it s approval . cop y of h is letter 

is inclose d . 

In regard t o our suggestion t hat the v a nancy (S ic) caused 

by the r esi g nation of Inspe ctor Cobb be f i lled , yo u are ad­

vised t ha t Stephen H. Taylor as appointed June 11 , 1903 , 

and his co mmissi on was sent to the I ndian Off ice . 

Your r epor t is ac cepted . 

espec tfully , 

H_. . Mi lle r 

1 inclosure. Acting 'ecre t ary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 6774 eceiv ed Jul . 6 , 1903 Office of 
U. S .Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Territory . a.shington , June 29 , 190 3 . 
Se oy.----Approves r ep ort rel. to duti es pe rforme d b y Rev . I nspe ctor . 
Stephen H. Taylor appointed Revenue Insp ector .----



DEPAR'ThJE JT OF JUSTIC I ' 
tl ash ing to n , D. C • 

Sep t ember 9 , 1903 . 

The Attorm y General . 

S ir: 

In accor dan ce with your ins true ti ons of the 8 t h ultimo ,. 

directing rre to proceed t o the Indian Territory for t he purpose 

of assisting t he United S tates Attorney and 1arsha l i n an i nvesti-

gation , V1i th a viev.J of gat he ri ng evidence upon wh ich to bri ng 

prosecutions for t h e i llegal intro ducti on and sale of liquor 

in th3 le s tem Distri c t , I bave the honor to make t he followi ng 

report: 

T!:e Department will doubtle s s reman ber t he aut horit y g iven 

Marshal Bennett to incur an extraordinary e:xpe nse , not exceeding 

'',2500.00, t .o enable him, attende d by the United St a tes Commis ­

siore r, deputie s and possemen , to vis i t certa i n local i t ie s in 

his district ilh ich have been a source af trouble and complaint 

for s one t iire past . 

United States Attorney Th ellette rras it h t he party for a 

portion of t he time . 

I procee ded t o the Indi~n erritory am joined t he p rty . 

I would stat e t hat rr ithout t he knowledge gai ned on t h is 

trip, I could not comprehe nd t he vicious viola tions of and utter 

disregard for t he 1a wa s far as t h e introduction and sale of 

liquor are comerned . 

T~ ma jority of t he so c all ed drug store s are in fact 

sal.oons . In to~ns wi til a p opulation only sufficient to ma inta in 

one bona fide drug store, you Wi. 11 find as men y as t .h.r ce or four . 
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I would say th - t t h er e is no l a ~ in tm Indian Terri tory regu­

lating eithe r t be pr a c t i ce of medicine or the compunding (S i c) 

or s elling of drug s , conseque nt l y t he pr oprietors of some of 

t hese drug s t or es are no t gr aduates of schools of ch emistry and 

keep only afe rpatent medici nes , simpl y for appearance , although 

t his Violati on has been carried on so boldly , no precaution 

of t h i s nature ould seem to ha. ve been ne cessary . 

I ha ve to say that t he to rns of Hemryetta , .'e l ee t ka , Holden ­

v ille , Cr ow de r City, Canadian , I nd i anola , ~ etumka. , kemah , 

Cas tle , Fen t ress , Paden , Beggs and Boynton ere visited r esul t ­

i ng in a rrests i n each of t he abo ve named towns of f r om one to 

t welve :r;e r sons • 

Alt ho h consider bl e whiskey and alcoholic beverages , 

und er various labels , r:e re :found and des t royed in a number of 

place s in t he above rrentioned to ns , and being suff ici ent evi den­

ce to warran t a rrest and insure conviction , as t he Arkansas 

code co nfe r s upon a Uni t ed ..:>tates Commis s i one r in t h e Indi an 

Territory , t m a uthori t y and po ers of a justice of t he peace , 

W1 t nesses were s ubpoe naed and examined under oath before 

Commis si ore r Le ekle y and thei r eviden ce t aken by a s t enog r ap her . 

I ha ve to say t hat many of the it nesscs exam i ned we re 

re:pre s en t a ti ve cit iz ens of thei r to wns and re l u c tantly t est i -

fied . As t he public opinion i s not i n sympat hy i th t he 

enfor cement of th i s l a , i n many i ns t ances i t .as i ndee d diff i ­

cult to :procure the e viden ce so ht fo r . 

Upon t~ e vidence s e cured, m.r r ants e re issued and the 

de:t'endan t s held f or the g r and jury at usk og ee October next , 



- 3-

a:rxl with a fe 1 exceptions , preliminary hearing ras wa ived 

and defendants put under a 2 , 000 . 00 bond . 

everal of tm pe r sons a pprehended on this trip have been 

previously arrested for t he s ame of fe nse , an d are on bond for 

their appearance before court , t hus showing an absolute lack 

of fear f or and disregard o f t r}3 l aw • 

. uite a few engage d in t h is unlavful bus i ness c losed 

their places and lef t the co untry before our rrival , but I 

have since b een i nfor me d by t.he ~arshal t hat he has succeeded 

in accompli shing t m ir arrest . 

I .have to state thct the evidence procured is clear and 

conclusive, and t ba t in tm event t ha t indictments are found , 

every case r.ithout excepti on wi ll doubt less result in convic-

tion . In f a ct , I am of the opini on ·~hat fe Twi ll stand 

trial . 

In too tom of Holdenville where a United t a tes Comm.is-

sioner and office deputy marsh are loc ated , a por t ion of the 

tire , t here ere t v.'elve arrests wh ich do not i nclude too arres t 

of severa l , which have si nce been ma de , rho had le f t the to m . 

In too buildi ng whe re t .he office of t.he United ~ tates 

Commissione r is loc ated , t mre as operated a gambling house 

and sal oon . 

As I have seen i ndic ati ons th at some of the deputies rere 

not free from suspicion and ha vi i:\';) he a rd indirectl y t hat the so 

called drusgists and "j o i nt'' lreepers \ e re re cei vl.ng protection 

at their hams , I endeavored to Jear n t.te true situati on it h 

t~ following re su 1 t . 

I Will explain that tre deputies as a rule a ve c e rta i n· a n.d 
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par ticular rren to a ct as t heir poss emen . l!.o Vidence suff icient ~as 

secured to establish the f a ct t hat three o:r t hese pos semen are 

guilty of rece i v i ng money for protecti on f rom arrest , and it is 

the ·:arshal' s i nt ention to p rosecut e t hem . 

AI thou g h no d ir e c t eviden c e wo.s secured aga inst Dep uty 

Tolbert , loc ated a t eleetka , p ossemen work i ng for him .are 

guilty of t he pr c tice above r ferred to , and as t he condit i ons 

could n ot exist at 1 e l eetka s found , wit hout his kno rledge , and 

feeling norally s re that the l a has b een violated at t ha t 

place i th h is knowl edge ' the r arsh al shari :ng i n t h is belief ' 

I r e commend t ha t t h is deputy b e dropped from t he force . 

I Iould a lso state that as t e circumstan ces rarr anted , 

a t le as t , r e bulce , the Jar shal wrot e office deput Milam at 

Holden ville , 1ho had noti f ied t m peopl e of Cr o der Cit y , t ha t 

the .arsha l ms on h is wc..y t here , ask i ng for an explanation , 

but inste ad , deputy ~.iilam lef t h i s re s i n tion to be deli ered 

to Marshal Bennett and lef t t country, wh ich 'lould at l e as t 

indicate tha t he is n ot altogeth. er free f rom s us p ici on , t he sale 

of liquor in his town havi ng been c arried on without fear or 

l imi t . 

The Deparime nt i ll r e alize tte dUff iculty in se curi ng evi­

dence to s.Qo ·1 t .ha t money has been p i d t he deputies for p r otection , 

but I bel ' eve t hat , s ev i d ence of th i s character s obtained 

incriminating t he possemen referred to , t ha t hen t he defen ­

dant s are made to realize t hat t hey will receive adequate puni sh-

mnt , t ooy too tv:i.ll g ive t es timony to prov e t h is f ct . 

I w.i 11 say t hat rr.t th ore or t 110 except i ons , t .he se so c lle d 

druggists , ho a re mn of rooe.ns and standi ng , 7hen i nd ic ted 

have en tared a plea of guilty and a fine has b een imposed . 
'• 
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Thi s , W1 th the f ac t that t he his key pe ddl e r i s sent to t he 

penitentiary, i s respons i b l e f or t he i mpr e s s i on , h ich s eems t o 

be gener 1 , and c har ges re ceive d by the Depar t men t , t ha t t he 

Govemm9nt pr osec tes and pun i s h e s t he "peddl er , " a ma n of n o 

influence or i nt erests in t he country , and n ot t he man o eight 

and standi ng i n h i s communi ty . 

I will fur t h er s t ate t h a t t he f eeling is g e ne ral thr oug h t he 

country "e v i s i te , t hat i n t he e ven t of the dru ggis t being 

indicted , up on h i s e nt e ri ng a p l ea of gui l t y , a fine al one wi l l 

fo llo and on one occa s i on t he U. . Att or ne was a ske d " wha t 

Wi 11 my fi ne be . " 

In the to n of Okemah co ns i d e rable troub l e was enco un t ered 

in draVIi ng evid enc e from a itness , th o sta ted that he di d n ot 

volunteer inf ormation b e l i evi ll!; th a t ve e re not i n e a rnest 

and t hat no b e nefit ' ou ld r e sult f r om our i n vesti gati on . Th i s 

man beillb an open advocate of temperanc e , I s t a t e t h i s s o t ha t 

t~ Department ma y u nderstand t he lack of conf ide n ce so me of 

the citiz ens ha ve in t he Governme nt a s f a r a s t h e enfor ceme nt 

of the liquor l a i s conc erne d . 

As t he epa r ent ha s been a dvi se d , the ma jori t y of cr ime 

in t~ Indian Te r r i tory i s t he r esul t of l i quor , and i n t h is 

class of cases i nv olve s a n enormous exp ens e annually , t ogeth er 

w1 th the f act t hat justic e detJ.ands t hat t he npedd l er" and the 

man of me ans a nd s t anding r e ceive t he s trea t ment . 

I urged t he nece ssity of vi gorous p ro se cu t ion a nd a de quate 

puni~ent of the d ru e ist s apprehen de d . Both t he Un ited 

States Attorney and l~rsh ha ve arri ved t t h is opini on , and 

they have fully decided to i nsist on a pen itenti ary sen t ence 
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in every c a se . 

I t a l ked wi th Judge aymond rh o was acqua i nted vri th t he 

conditions as we found them , and I believe that the i n vest i ga­

tion just conc luded ill ave a lasting and beneficial effect . 

As so much depends upon t he su ccessful t ermination of the 

cases insti tuted , althou gh I kno~ of no precedent and can see 

no ob jection to such a step , I recommend t ha t as arshal Bennett 

is so familiar with t.b.e v,i tnesses , -testimony and conditions , 

he be appointed a ~ecial ass istant to United States At torney 

rrellette SO t hat he may go before the grand jury '<Then the Wit ­

nesses are examined , and enclose herewith a letter to me from 

Marshal Bennett on the subject . 

If it i s the intention of the officers of the Government in 

the Indian Terri tory to enforce this lar , it is absolutely nece s ­

sary th a t the defendants in the cases inst ituted on this trip , 

r esul t i n conviction , should they stand tri al , and receive ade ­

quate punishment , and it is to insure complete success that I 

make t be above recomme ndation • 

Of course t here i ll al a ys be wh iskey pe ddled through the 

count ry , but th i s can be he ld in c heck by the deputies who earn 

large fees i n t hese cases and have no trouble in getting testi­

mony, but the business man of a tow.n whose profits are enormous 

and influence g reat is not so easily handled . And as I have 

before stated , t ha t i n tbe past t h is class of offender Jhen 

apprehended has only been fined , which amounts prac tical l y to a 

small license , and as the suc cessful terminat i on of these cases 

means ei t.OOr a grea t de al or nothing , I rould suggest that the 

Department g rant a ny reaso nable request in order to assist the 

otticials 1Jl e very way. 
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This is the f ir s t time , in ny knowledge , that the mat t er has 

received such thoro h a ttcn t i on , and if suc cessfully carried to 

an end , will result in pract ically breaking up this violation 

of the law. 

The towns vi sited are l ocate d on the St . Louis and Jan Fran-

cisco and F t . smit h and . estern roads . s r hiskey has been shipp-

ed to some of t hese towns by barre l keg boxes under label , it 

cannot be troo th t t he contents we re not known by t he r ailroa d 

or express co . officials. 

I rould state t t t , altho-q:;h I am not in f a vor of p lac ing 

an officer on salary as a rule , under t he pr esent fee system , 

the deputy at best makes only a bare living , and the tempta-

tion bei .'lg so great to malre extra money , if the prope r men could 

be found , and I believe they can , and Harsh · Bennett coul d have 

two or three deputies on a sala ry , tbe i nterests of t he Governmen t 

would be better served . 

hile I recognize t he f ct t ha t deputies are not supposed to 

do police or dete cti ve duty , in t he Indian Territory here the 

Government has sole jurisdiction and in countries bordering on 

Indian r eservati ons , I believe tha t the deputy marshal should 

see t ha t t he laws , espec i ally as re gards the sale of liquor , a re 

enforced . 

In conclusi on I ha ve to say t hat al l the paraphernalia f ound 

in the gambling houses as seized and destroyed . 

Very respectfully , 

... . J • . • Bre .ster , 

..::ipe c i a l gent . 
(Endorsed } Union Aeenc y .~. o . 7863 
Received Nov . 9 , 1903 . 0ffice of u. · . Indian Inspector , for I . T . ash i ng­
ton , ov . 1903. decy.~nclos e s copy of r eport of Special t . of Dept . 
ot Justice rel . to illegal sale of liquor in I . T., directed to cooper­
ate in matter of prosecuting suc h persons . - ---



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R . 
SHINGTON. 

ITD . 6592- 1<303 . September 10 , 1<303 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territ ory , Nuskogee , I . T. 

Sir : 

August 1<3 , 1<30 3 , you reported that r . Stephen H. Taylor , 

recen tly appointed Revenue Inspector , is seriously ill with 

"typhoid- malarial fever ," and has not been ab le during the 

greater part of August to perform the official duties of his 

office , but tha t the physici ans advised at the d ate of your 

letter that he was somewhat improved and would regain h is hea lth 

in a short time. 

You state th at so f ar as possible t he wor k of h is of f ice is 

receiving your personal at t ention; a nd that as soon as 1~ . Ta ylor 

is able to return to duty , formal request for sick le ave of ab ­

sence will be made , a nd the dates of such absence wi 11 be report-

ed to the De:r:artment . 

Yorwarding your rep ort September 2 , the Commi ssi oner of Indian 

Affairs recommends that your action in this matter be approved . 

A copy of his letter is inclosed. 

Concurring in smd recommendation , your action is approved . 

Respectfully , 
Thos . Rpan . 

J. inc l osure cting Secrrtary. 
(Endorsed) Union gency # 7378. Received Sept . 22 , 1 903 . Off ice 
of U. S. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . ~ ashington, Sept . l 6 , 
1903. Secretary. Approves report rela ti ve to duties of Rev . 
Inspector ' s office , and stating Mr . Taylor was 111 . 



DE. P A R T -~~ ~ T 0 F T H I "J T · R I • 

ash ington. 
I.T.D. 6840-1903 . 

2542-1903 . 0eptember 23, 1903 . 

United State s Indian I nsp ector 

o ir: 

for t he Indian Te r r i tory , 

Mus kogee , Indian erri tory • 

ep tember 18 , 1 903 , t he Commis sio re r of Indiun .Affai rs 

transmitte d your r epor t of Se p t ember 1 , 1 90 3 , relative to 

your demand upon 1 essrs . Hut chings , .. es t and arker , 

a t t orn eys f or t he t . Louis , klahoma and outhern Railroad 

Company , for i mmediate reply to c ert · n letters of the 

Commissi oner of Indi an Affairs i n the mat t e r of the set tle -

Imn t .i th i ndivi dual occu:r;e. nt s ong tte line of s id r ail-

roa d t~oug ' t he Indian Terri tory , in accordance tith the 

r ep arts of I ndian Insp ector :Beede and pe c i a l en t Taggar t , 

in wh ich ou inclos ed a co mmu n icatio n from said attorneys 

in wh ic h t hey state , as to tre r ep orts of sa i d of ficers , 

that t ley are "'d ised in a ge reral 'lB..Y a s to 1ha t tbei r con­

clusions · ere , but , hav i r:g ne cr seen tmir rep orts , nor 

oo :pies t here of , t h3 y efer to nit hhold t ei r unq ua lif ie d 

approval of sai d r epo rt s until fully advised . 

T~ co:n.missi oner st t es t hat the exp l anat i on de by 

said attorneys is hardly s ati sfactory, a~ :r. Hutching s took 

part in effec ti ng settlerrents as shown i n said r eports and 
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must have been fam iliar ·lith every feature of it . He , Ho ever , 

recommends, as t he reports are in duplicate , t hat ore co py be 

sent to said attorneys thr'o h yo ur office. 

You will find duplicates af said r eports inc losed (three 

copies), which you will allo said attorneys to inspect and 

in due t in:e r eturn the m to tbe Department . 

A co py af the Commissi oner ' s letter is inclosed . 

In tl"e letter of !· arch 6 , 1903 , the Acting Commissione r 

of India n Affairs stated that as i t appeared that th3 pers ons 

naired on t he schedules had a ccepted the amounts set opposite 

t heir names in full satisfact ion of their claims agai nst t h e 

company , he reco m nded that t he schedules be approved and 

also the r eport of t 1~ In~ ector and Speci al gent , such 

approval, ho ever , to be without prejudice to any cla imant 

not narred on tm said schedule and ith tm unde rstanding 

t hi t t re company wi 11 effect s ett1emen t i th t he sever· 

individuals naned on th3 s chedule s to whom p3.yment of damage s 

has not yet been made, and submit to the Department a ll 

receipts f or settle ments so made , and i th t te further under­

standing t ha t "sa id company nor its ass i s ri 11 a vai 1 

itself af' the provisi ons of the tatutes of limitat ion , 

as the sane may now be of effe c t in Indian Terri tory or 

hereafter extended thereto , to a void too payn:ent or pro per 

adjudication by t oo cour-ts of s aid Territory of any exi sting 

unsettled claims agains t sai d company of any Indian occupant 

named on former s chedules of damages assessed by Special u.s . 
Indian Agent Taggar t and approved by the Department , and 
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t ha t t~ said co mpa ny a ives all right of bar me n t of cla i ms 

wh ich said bar rre n t of cla i ns mi ght acc r ue by r eason of l apse 

of tixm, and th a t s aid c ompany b e r e q uir ed to a f f irma tive l y 

cons ent to tm c ondi ti o rn so impos ed ; also tha t t he company 

vd 11 agree t o y t l-:e co mpens a t i on a nd all cos ts i n cid en t to 

the a ppo i nt men t af r efer ees t o apprai se t he d amages i n 

accordan ce Wi t h t he pr ovisi ons of sai d a ct of Mar ch 3 0 , 18 96 . ' ' 

4 i nclosur es . 

Resp ec tfull y , 

T.hos . Ryan 

cti ng Se cretary . 

(EIXl or sed ) Union Agency o . 7463 Re ceive d Oct . 1 ,. 1 90 3 . Off ice 
of U. S .Indi a n I nspec t or for Indian Terr i t ory . ash ington , dep t . 
23 , 1903 . Se cr etar y .----Re l . t o sett lement of dama ge s by S t . 
L. Okl a . & outhern R. R. Co ., ith occu pa n ts of l and ; en closes cop­
ies o'f r epor ts of In~e c tor Be ede and pe ci a l .Agent Taggar t ; shoul d 
cal l up on Hutchings e s t & Par ker for fur the r answer o----



DEPARIMENT fF THE INTERIOR 
' 

COI . .U.USSI ON TO TIIE F IV CIVILIZ D TRIBE • 

JLLIS ON L. AYLES OR TH , 
SECRETA Y. 

ADDRESS ONLY THE 
..,.~SION TO THE FIVE CI VILIZE TRIBE Tishomingo , Indian Terry . 

October 26 , 1903 . 

Com.missio~r in Charge , 

us kcgee , Indian Terri tory . 

Dear Sir : 

I am in recei pt of yours of the 23rd , i n reply to 

mine of t~ 17th, r elative to informati on in cont e st cases and 

the issu ance of certificates of allotment. 

I was in error in my letter of the 17th, in stating 

that all la:td descrihed in "H" pplic at i ons a s i olved in 

contest , far t.te reason that e pennitted no "H" Application s 

to be made except here complaints e re filed . I s .bould have 

made an exception of the early cases , where "H" applications 

were filed and parties ere allowed to leave the office without 

making complaints , under the statement that they 1 uld have their 

attorneys prepare the complaints and return the same to the office . 

I will have the de scription of the lani in such cases 

sent you at t~ earliest date prac t icable . 

In your letter , you invite attention to the resolution 

adopted by the Connnission on ep tember 16 , relative to the 

1ssU8DCe ar a llotmen t certificates and f ollow the quotation 

W1. th this s ta temen t : 
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"Anticipating that your office has , i~ a ccor dance 

W1 th t h!J above re so lution, long · s inoe begun the preparation of 

allotment certifica tes and certific ates of homestead allot ­

ments, it is the desire at' this offic-e to have these records 

in ruch shape t hat such certif ica tes may be prop3 rly c hecked , 

as provided in th3 resolution. " 

You are advis ed that t h i s office has not attempted t o 

comply with t~ above r eso lution. At the mee t ing of the Com-

mission following t m passage of such reso lution, I c alled 

attention to the f a ct .that t~ c arry i ng out of such r esoluti on 

was in direct violation of dire c t i on of the e cre tary of the 

Interior. Tbe Chairman said ~ did not remember any such 

direction, when t ~ telegram of t he ecre tary to tbe Commissi on , 

under date of Augus t 21st, was sent for . 

An exanination af t he telegram sho ed that we were 

directed not to i ssue certifi.cates af al lo tn:ent to any indigent 

full blood Indians in t~ Choctaw arrl Chickasaw Nat ions until 

investigatio!J. could be had of t h e charges of Mansfield, McMurray 

&. Cornish. 

After some discussion, Cha irman Bixby was asked t o 

take the matter up w.i. th the Department and ascertain whether the 

order given by the Secre taey was to co ntinue , am. in t.he mean­

time, nothing was to, be done in tn, matter of issuanc e of certifi­

cates at the Choctaw and Chickasaw Land Offices . 

Both the tele gr am and the discussion relative t o the 

resolution must have escaped your mind ten you dictated your 

29640 
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JEW 
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Respe ctfu lly, 

l . E . s t anley 

Comrnis si omr i n Cha r ge . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. 29640 e ce i ved Oct . 2 ? , 1903 Off ice of 
U.S .Indian. Ins~ctor for I ndi an Territ ory . Chickasaw Land Off i ce , 
Tishomingo, I.T., Oct. 26 ,1903 .---- tates he wi ll have de s cript i on 
of· land involve d i n c ert ain c ont ests for warde d a s oo on a s possible . 
States l and of f ic e ha s never a t t empted to c ompl y wi th c er t a i n 
resolution arxl g iv e s r easo n f or s tatemen t .----



Rete~ in reply to the followi ng : 

Land. 
69919-1903. 

The HonoDable, 

DEPARTMENT OF T HE INTERIOR , 

Office of Indian Affairs , 

Ia shing ton . 

November 5 , 1903 . 

The Secre t ar y of the Inter ior . 

Sir: 

There is inclosed herewith a report f rom Inspe ctor right 

dated October 24 , 1903 , relative to a communica tion f rom L. D. 

Thurston of Independence , Kans a s , dated September 11 , 1903 , in 

which he stated tha t it was pretty clearly demonstrat ed t ba t 

every officer co nnected with Indian aff airs and located in the 

Indian Territ ory "is a gr a fter" , hich communica tion wa s re-

ferre to the inspector by the Department September 22nd l ast . 
al l 

Mr. Thurston s a i d in his letter that ' blanket oil and ga s 

leases covering the Osage country demonstrate that a ll officers 

in the Indi an Terri tory were grafters a nd that the 10% roya lty is 

less than has ever been pa i d to land owners in any oil f ields , 

from Pennsylvania to Kansas . He expressed the opinion tha t the 

interests of the Indi ans are not protected . The inspector s ays 

that upon rec e i pt of thi s commuhication and under dat e of Sept ­

ember 26th he addressed a let ter to Mr . Thurston requestinp him 

to furnish such informat ion a s he had with reference to povernment 

officia ls being interest ed in oil leases; tha t Mr . Thurs ton w s 

advised that the r ate of roy l t y had been f i xed by the Dep rt­

ment and not by any official in the Indi ·n Terri tory; th,..t he 

was furnished with a copy of the regula t iona of the Department 

, .. 
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governing oil leases; tha t under dat e of September 30th • 

Thurston a dvised him th t t he Da es Commiss i on bad represen­

t ative at Independence, Kan s s, offe ring 5 t housand Rcres 

of l a nd f or s a le a t f rom 1 . 25 to ~ 5 . 00 per a cre; that on 

October 2nd he aga in rote Mr . Thur s ton ~ sking h i m t o furnish 

him the name of such repre sent ative of the Da es Commi ss i on , 

and to give him f urther information with re f erence to the matters 

mentioned by him i n the Osage Nat ion , stating , however, t ha t 

such nation wa s not within the India n Territory or under t he 

juriadiction of his off ice, and su esting that he wr i te the 

u. s . Indian Agent a t Pa husky , Okla homa , concernin tha t sub­

ject . Not having received a reply to the l as t communica tion , 

on October lOth the inspe ct or visited Mr . Thurston t Indepen­

dence and conferred it h him concernin g his stat ement th t a 

representa tive of the Dawes Commission ·a s t ths t pl a ce f or 

the purpose of disposin of oil leases . He s ays t!rt r . 

Thurston introduced him t o rrs . Sl at en , ho he cl i med had 

represented herself ~ s represent a tive of t he commission nd 

says that he conf erred f ull .r t h r s . Slaten concerninF the 

mat~er, and he inclo ~e s a copy of a letter h ic h she wro t e i n 

his presence , stating tha t she is a r ep r esenta t iv e of t'illiam 

Ball , a Cherokee ci t izen residi n a t Ramona , a nd ho s he s ays 

is manager for severa l ci t izens of the Cherokee Nation who ba ve 

oil leases . he claims tha t she was a ttemptin to dispose of 

such lea ses f or • Hall, and s t ates that she ha s performed 

work for parties rho m d business with the Dawes Commissi on ; 

~hat she did not know of y menber .of the Dawes Commissi on 
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or of an r r overnment off icial be i n intere s ted in oil leAs es 

and tha t she was not the a en t or represent ative of the Commis ­

sion or of any government of f icer . She f urt her says t ha t 

Mr . Hall informed her tha t 0enat or Ja tson of Pennsylvania had 

been inf ormed by the Secret ary of t he Inter i or tha t ther e v:ould 

be nothing to keep hi m ~rom approving lea ses made on the appr ov­

ed orms , with go 8d title . Amon the pape rs is a commun i ca tion 

from Mr . ~ . H. umi th of the Vulcan Oil a nd Ga s Company hich 

the inspector sta tes wa s wri t ten in his pr es ence . r . Smit h 

says tha t h i s comp r n had some negot i a t ions wi t h 1rs . l a ten 

and t ha t the compa n:r unders t ood tho.t she a s the r epre s entct iv e 

of ·,!illi m Ha ll , a n i nt ermarri ed cit izen o t he Cher okee at i on 

who wa s procurin oil le a ses f rom ot he r citizen s . He a lso 

sa s that he Ci d not kno t h . t rs . "" l a ten r epresented ny mem­

ber of he Commiss ion or n .,. pov ernmen t of f icer and that he 

had no kno led eo t he Commiss ion or e.n r f OV er nment o ice r 

being interested in Indi a n Territo r y oil lea s es . The i nsp ct or 

says that he subse uent l y conferred f ully wi th Mrs . Sl a ten and 

Mr . Thurston , and that Thurst on in the pre sence of Mrs . Sl aten 

inaisted that she had st ated that she wa s representa tive of 

the Commission , that Mrs . Sl aten deni ed having made such r epre­

sentation , but s a id she had previously done some work f or 

attorneys and others who bad business before the Commission . 

Mr . Thurst on , the inspector says , expres sed hi mself a s s atis f i ed 

that Mrs . Slaten was no~ a representat ive of the Commission , 

but inai ted that she had so cla imed and that ... he hnd a lso 

informed others to that 9ffect . The inspector considers 

that there has been a misunderstand! concernin repre s enta -
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tions made by this woman and her connecti on with t he Commis-

sion, and say s he cautioned her in t he pr esence of others 

about making such misrepresentati ons i n her zea l to disp ose 

( 
r '­

.1 

of oil lea ses, a nd told her t ha t s he mus t not r epr es ent t ha t 

such lea ses would be approved or favorabl y co ns i dered b t he 

Department as no le a se s woul d be cons i der ed unt i l pr e s ented to 

his office to be f ar a rded f or Depa r tmenta l cons i dera t ion . 

He says tha t he has conferred wi t h di f fe r ent members of the 

Commission concerning the ma t ter; t ha t all empha ti ca lly state 

that they have no i nt ere s t i n an way , di re c t l y or i ndir ect l y , 

in oil lea ses in the I ndian Te r ri t ory , and that no one ha d any 

authority to stat e tha t he was a ct i ng a s the i r r ep r esentativ e . 

The inspector be lieve s that the i mpr e ssi on undoubtedly pr evail­

ed in the minds of so me pe opl e , f rom the st at ements of Mrs . 

Slaten , tha t s he was repr esent a t ive of t he Commis si on , but 

as she vigorously denie d in the ir pr e sence t hat she ba d s o 

represented herse l f , he r ecommends t ha t no f urt her a c t ion be 

taken in t h e premises. 

Ina smuch a s it a ppe a r s t ha t this mma n has , i n her 

probably over zea lous desire to d is pose of oil lea ses, err o­

neously r~presented herself t o be a r epr esentative of t he 

Commission , a nd consi de rin that she ha s emph t ica l l deni ed 

having made such represen t ations , a nd in vi ew o the fa ct t hat 

the inspector ha s advised re r tha t s he mus t not make su ch 
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representat ions in the f ut ur e , the off ic e co ncur s i n the 

inspector's recommend a t ion that no f ur ther a ct ion be t ak en 

concerning this subject . 

Very respect f u l l y , 

GAW/LKS Commissioner. 

(Endorsed} Union Agenc y No.?932 .Re ce ived .Nov.l?,l903 . 0ffi ce of 
u.s . India n Inspector f or I nd i an Te rri t or y . Wa shi ngt on , Nov.l2 ,1903 . 
Secretary---Approves r ~ ort on lett er of L.D. Thurston , of I ndep en 
dence Kansa s. 



The Honora ble , 

De par tne n t of t he Interi or , 

OFFI C l OF INDIAN AFFAIR · , 

ashing t on , 
De c . 4 , l903 . 

The Secretary of t h e Interi or . 

Sir: 

There is i n closed f or our consideration letter of the 

Indian Insp ector f or Indian Terri tory of the 17th ultimo , 

transmitti ng a c o mmunica tion f rom Hon . ~ . B • .Johnson , u.s . 

Distr ict Attor ney for t m ' outhern istrict , India n Terri tory , 

da ted I"ovember 13 , 1903 , to h ic h i s attached a clipping from 

the public p r ess in the . matter of a recent deci s i on of the 

Jud ge of t he Uni ted States Court f or the outhern District , 

to t he effe c t th a t muni cipa l corporations in the Indian Terri ­

tory may condemn tri bal lands f or public i mprov ements , which 

clipp i ng t he I nspe ctor sent IVrr . J obnson wi th t he r equest t ha t 

he be f urnis .bed a copy of t m op inion of the court i f it was 

written. It wi ll b e not e d , s ays Nif. . · r i gh t , t hat, t he Dis t r ic t 

Attorney advi se s him that no ~ritten op inion 1as handed down , 

but it was he ld by mos t of t he l awyers in t he Choctaw and 

Chic ka saw Nati ons t hat the Unit e d t a t es court ha s the ri ght to 

co ndemn lands f or publi c p ur poses and t h at the attorne s for 

tb9 t wo Na t i ons, ~e ssrs . an sfield , Me ur r ay and Corn i sh , being 

of the same op inion , n o ob je c tion has be en made to t he court 

exercisi ng t ha t r i ght :1hen t ha question is raised . He sta t es 

such proceedings had been ha d bo th a t r dmor e and South 1ll cAlester , 
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which resulted in t he condemnati on of t he ne cessary amou n t of 

l and for reservoir , wat er sheds and mains , and in neither of 

these c ases so f ar as he i s inf ormed was any written opinion 

handed down . 

Mr • . right submits this matter f or the i nforma tion of t he 

Department , invi ting a t t enti on to t he las t p r oviso of Section 

11 of the act of June 28 , 1898 (30 s tats . 495 ) , a s fol l ows : 

ttThat al l to ns and citi es he reto f ore i nc orpor ated 

or incorpor ated under the provi s i ons of this a c t , a re 

hereby authorize d to secure by condemnati on or othe r i s e 

all t he l ands ~ c tually necessary for pub lic i mprovements , 

regardle s s of tri bal l i nes , nd when the saiD':3 canno t be 

secured o therwi se than by co 1n emnat ion, then ~~e same may 

be a cqu ir e d as p r ovided in ections 907 and 912 i nclusive , 

of Mansfield ' s Di ge st of tbe tatutes of Arkansas . " 

.1r . ,;right says should the Department desire any furt her 

action t aken in r eferen ce to th i s matter he asks to be advised .• 

This office has kno m of the condemnation pr ocee dings 

at outh c lester and Ardmore as ment i oned by the u. ' . Di s ­

trict Attorney and ha s r e cognized t m right of t h e aut h orit ies 

of t h ose toons or ot her ton s in I ndian Territory to condemn 

under t he . l au tri b lands f or publ~c pur poses , t he "public 

purposes"" being unders tood to mea n rater arks and such ente r ­

prises , but cert a i n l y not extendi ng to addi t ions to t o :msi tes 

far division into lots and b locks and sale to the pub lic . 

I am , t herefor e , of the opin ion t hat no furth e r instructions 
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are necessary to the Inspe ctor relat ive to this matter . 

Ve~ r e C'pectfully , 

: . A. Jone s , 

Commis sioner . 

EBH :LKS . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No. 8169 eceived Dec . 2l , l903 Office of 
U. S. Indian Inspector , for Indian Terri tory . uashing ton , De c . l 5 , 
1903 . ecre t ary .---- el . to decisi on of J udge of u •• court , 0outh­
ern District , as tori ts of municipal corporations to condemn 
l and for publ ic rur pos es .----



DEPAR TL~ J T 0 T H I Y T .ti: l I 0 
' 

FRE 
. ashing to n . 

I . T . D. 1 4--1904 . January 8 , 1904 . 

United States Indian In~ectar 

for Indi an Terri tor y , :us kogee , I • T . 

Sir : 

De ce nber 30 , 1903 , t he Corru::J. issi oner of Indian Affai rs recom­

mended tl t you be directed to notify tre authorities of the 

Creek , Choct aw , C i ckasa and Chero kB e uti ons that copies of 

acts sent to the De pa.rinent , far the p rov !l of the re id Jn t , 

should be the ori · na 1 t e written cop ies , and t ha t they sh uld be 

bound tQB eth.er in such a . ay as to r ender i t i mpossible to r emove 

any of t he s~ets u ithout t ho fac t of t heirre v al bei ng appar ­

ent . He states t ! t t he ordinary fo n of tt a ch i ng .i th ribbon 

and se ce rtified copies i n t lle epartment :ould app ear to be 

; 

the be t farm or b ind i papers conreoted ith such a ct s t o ether , 

a rd he sug ests t ha t it b e re quired t ha t they be submitted in 

that manner here f t e r . 

Too DeparUn. en t co urs i n s a id reco mmendation , and you ill 

prcx: eed a c cor dine;ly . 

i n c losed . 

1 inc losure . 

A cop y of t ommissione r ' s letter is 

e '"'pe c tfu~ly , 
Thos . yen . 

ctin .., ecretary . 

( ndorsed ) Union e;ency _.o . 8395 ecei ved J n .l8 , 1904 ff ice of 
u . s . Indian In~cctar far I ndian Territory • . a shi ton , J . 8 , 1 904 . 
ecretary .----ohould oVise m t orities of Creek , ClLrokee Choc -

taw and Chickas : ations t ; ·- · acts submitted for approval 
should be t he original t y:pewri t ~.~ n co p ies and bound toge t her 0 
t t no sheets can be r emoved v:i thout b eing apparent .----



JILLIA BUSBY , 
South cAle ster , I . T . 

February 2 4 , 1904 . 

My dear Mr. Bixby.-

I see • Curt is has in t rod uc ed a bi l l t o cl ose up 

Indian affair s , coal lands and everyt.hing . This i s all r ight I 

guess, and I understand it is s a tis factory to you. 

I note the amen dment in favor of the coa l men , h ich 

is very agreeable , and I hope you ill do all you c an for the 

passage of it , as e co operators put the improvements on the 

property , and have developed it , and sho uld in all fairness be 

permitte d to buy the property at t~ appraised valuation . 

Hon . Tans Bixby 
The Raleigh Hotel . 

lash ing ton D. C. 

Ve ry truly yours , 

lm . Busby . 

(Endorse d ) Union Agency o . 473 Relative - ---To bill being 
introduced by • Curtis to clo se up I ndi a n a f air s , coal lands 
and everything. ar . m . Bus~y sta t es that t he amendment in favor 
ot the coal ~n , is very agreeable and asks • Bixb y to do 
all he can for t~ passa ge of same o----



D E P A R T M E N. T F THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

Office of the assistant ttorney-Gener a l . 

9975-1903 
Ind. T er • D i v. 

lashington . E. F. B. 
s.v.P • 

• C. P. 

February 29 , 1904. 

of the Interior . 

Sir : 

A communication from the ~ issouri , an s 'texas 

Railway Company givin ~ notice to the Departm~nt that i t claims 

title to every alternate sec tion of land , or parts t hereof , 

designated by odd nmnbers , to the extent of t en sect i ons per 

mile on each side of i t s line of railroa d through the Indi an 

Territory , within t enty miles o its line of road , has been 

referred to me for an opinion as to the legality of the compa 7 

ny's claim and the duty of the Department in t he premises . 

The claim o~ said company is predicated upon the act 

of July 25 , 1866, 14 tat ., 236 , mak ing a gr ant to s a id road 

of every alterna te section of land , or parts t hereof , desig-

nated by odd n~bers , to the extent of ten sections per mile 

on each . 8~ de of said ro a d , to e selected within twenty miles 

of the line of said road . The ninth section of the a ct under 

which the company claims l ands on each side of its ·road through 

the Indian Territor y is as fo llows a 

That the same grants of lands through sa id In-

dian Territory ar e hereby made as provided in 

the first section of this act, whenever the 

Indian title shall be extinguished b y treaty 

\ 
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or otherwi se , not t o exceed the ratio per mi l e 

granted i n the first section of this a ct : Pro-

vided , That sai d lands become a part of the 

publi c l a nd s of the United 3t ates o 

As no par t of the lands in the Indian Territory have 

become a part of the publi c lands of the United States , the 

conditions upon wh ich the grant as to said l~nds might become 

operati ve h ave never been fulfilled and I ha ve to advise that 

the claim of t he co pany to any of said lands should not be 

recognized . 

&pproved, February 29, 1904 . 
E. A. Hitchcock , 

ec r e tary . 

Very respect f ully , 

Frank L. Campbell , 
sst . tty . Genera l . 

(endorsed) Union agency # 8991 eceived . ar . 11 , 1904. Of f ice 
of u.s . Indian Inspector f or I ndian Terr i t ory . -:vashi ngton , 
March 3 , 1904 . Secre tar y . Tr a nsmits co py of opi n ion of sst . 
Atty . General , da ted ~ eb . 1904 , relat i ve to c l aim of 11 K & T 
Rail ay Co ., t o every a lternate se ction of land along its line 
through Indiam Terr i t or y . 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R 
' OFFICE OF INDIAN F I RS , 

vashing t on, 

March 1 , 1904 . 

The Honorable 

The Secret ar y of the I nteri or . 

Sir: 

I ha ve the honor to invi te your attention to let ­

ter of the I ndi an Inspe c tor for Indian Territory , of the l th 

instant, submit t i ng a repor t wi th refer ence to the to nsite 

ork in Indian 'Jl erri t ory f or the month of January , 1904 . 

Ow i ng t o l a ck of f unds the furlough of t he f orce , 

commencing Dec ember l s t l ast by d i rection of the Department , 

has been continued during the entire month . The work was 

there fore almos t en t i r ely s u spende d , none o f the to~nsite com­

missio s or surve yors be i ng on dut y. 

In the Creek ation t he nspe ctor 's offi ce has been 

engaged during the ont h i n a djusti ng a n ber of unfini s hed 

matters of the Creek Commiss ion , ge tt in g t he work i n shape f or 

hearings of contes t s when f unds are a vailable . number of 

these cases have been ad j us ted and ill be ready t o e final l y 

disposed of by the submission of supplement a l schedules . 

The work in the engi eerine of fi ce pr oce eded and a 

number of plats were co mpleted duri ng t he month, namely , Ruby , 

Bennett , Spavinaw and ~ atova , in t h e Cherokee a tion , - off in the 

Chickasaw Nation and cCurtain the Choctu J Nation. 
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These pl ats h av e been t r ansmitted b y the I nspe ct or 

for the approval of t he Department . 

Very r espe ct f ul l y , 

A. C. Tonner , 

cting Commiss i oner . 

(E.B.H.) P. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 8994 Re ceived ar . ll , 1904 . ffic e 
of u.s. Indi an I nspe cto r fo r Indian Territory . ash i ngt on, 
March 4 , 1904. ecretar y. 
Received report reiliative to t ownsi te ork dur i ng January. 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
IASHI NGTO T . 

ITD. 2150-1904 . March 15 , 1904. 

he u.s. Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory, ]uskogee 

Sir : 

Your attention is invited to Sena te Document o. 189 , 

58th Congress, 2d Session , being a me s sage from the President 

of the United States , t ransmitting a letter from the s ecretary 

of the Interior lith accompanying report of Special Inspectors 

Charles J. Bonaparte and linton oger • oodruff , in the ma tter 

of alleged a buses and i rre lar i t ies in t he pub l i c service 

in the Indian Territory, and incl osing r emorandum of the work 

of the Commission to the Five ivilized Tribes . 

You are directed to instruct the employees o f your 

of fice that if they are co nected ith any person , firm or 

corporation engaged in buying or sell i g town lots or l ands , 

or the leasing of lands in the ndian Territory for s pe cul a tion , 

they must cease such connection if they continue in the public 

service . You will also ta ~ e notice of such direc t ion a s ap-

plying to yourself. 

It is the intention of the Department that every one 

of its employees, whether conr.ected i th the o ission to the 

ive Civilized Tribes , the Inspector's office or the gent 's 

office, or engaged in any specia~ work for the Department , shall 

be wholly free from any charge of speculating in town lots or 

in the buying and selling of Indian lands, or the leasing of 

80,0 
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any lands of the Five Civilized Tribes . copy of sa id 

docwnen t is inclosed. 

Respectfully , 

E. A. itchcock . 

1 Inclosure. secretary . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency # 90?0 Received ar . 21 , 1904 . 
Office of U. • Ind!Jan Inspector for Indian Territory . 
ashington, Mar. 15, 1904 . Se cretary . Transmits copy of s enate 

document 189, relati ve to report of Bonaparte and oodruff ; 
should advise employes if they are connected wi th any c ompany 
dealing in town lots or leasing of lands f or specul tion , they 
must cease such c onnection if tbey continue in se r vice o 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

Wa shington . 
I.T.D. 1908-1904. 

2432 - " March 24 , 1904 . 

United Stat es Indi a n Inspe ct or 

for the Indi an Territory ! Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

March 15, 1904 , you rere advised r elat ive to certa i n ·mone ys 

collected by U. S . Indian Agent , Union Agency , for stone t a ken 

from l ands embraced in the a llotment of Boudinot Re am , made Ma y 

18, 1903, under a contra ct with the Chaeta , Okla homa & Gul f Ra il­

road Compa ny, approved by the Department September 25 , 1903 , a t 

which time the Dep artment wa s not a are t hat the l a nd had been 

a llotted. The Dep artment ba d on July 13 , 1903 , approved the 

application of the r a ilroad company , excepting , as recommended 

by the India n Office, as to the SE/4 of the SE/4 of Se ct ion 14 , 

T.4 s ., R. 6 E ., as this t ract was embra ced i n an llotment . 

Your attention is ca lled a lso to dep artmenta l letter of 

August 17 , 1903 , r ela tive to the appli ca tion of Dennis B.Hussey . 

You were advi sed in s a id lett er of M rc h 15 , 1904 , th t upon 

the issuance of a llotment cer t ific ~ t e to a Cho ct e or Chic ka sa · 

citizen, he had the right , so f a r as the t i mber a nd stone on the 

land are concerned, to dea l dire ct with any one in r e gE r d to the 

matter , and you were directed , when cer t ifica te of allotment ha d 

been issued to Ream, to advi se the Indi an gent to t ake steps with 

a Tiew to ha~ing the contra ct wit h t he r a ilroad compa ny cancelled . 

On March 19, 1904 , the Commissioner of India n Affai rs resub ­

mitted tho matter , insistin that the contract s hould not be can-
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celled . 

The Commi s sioner i s in err or rela t ive to t he l a nd de scr i .bed 

on the f irst page of his l e tt er . , hile not accepting the pos iti on 

of the Commi s s i oner a s entire ly correc t , a s Ream and t he r a i lroa d 

compa ny entere d i n to a contr a ct September 9 , 1903 , by h ic h it 

wa s a greed- rrt ha t s hould t here be a modif i ca ti on of t he rul es 

of the Interior Depa rtmen t so as t o permit payment di re ct to the 

party of the f i rst pa rt (Ream) by the pa rty of t he s econd pa rt 

(the r a ilroa d c ompany ) , t hen on c;. nd f r om the da te of s u ch mod.i f i­

cation t he party of t he f i rst par t a rees that the par t y of t he 

second par t may cont i nue t o procure an d t a ke such rock and stone 

f rom the a l lotme nt of the party of the f i r s t pa r D a s may be de ­

sired b y t he part of the se cond pa r t a t t he price and r ate n e d 

in t he s a i d co ntra ct it h t he Secret ar y of the I nteri or; t he 

amount du e or s id r ock a nd stone t o be pa i d dir e ct o them -

t he fir tie s of t he f ir st par t" , t he i nstruc t ion s to you ,. so fa r s 

they rel a t e t o the cancella t i on of s ai d cont r a ct of Septembe r 25 , 

1903 , a r e r escined , and you a r e uthor i zed t o dv ise t he A ent 

to cease to co l lect royalty under the ter ms of s a id contr act on 

the l ands allotted to Ream, after allotment ce rti f i c·a ite is i s sued 

to him, a nd to a dvi se the r ai lroa d company t hat no obj ec t i on ap ­

pea rs to its payi ng such royalty to the allottee . 

A copy of t he Commi s s i one r ' s letter i s inclosed . 

Respec tfully , 
Thos . Rya n . 

i inclosure . Act in Secret ary . 
(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 9206 . ecei v ed . ~ r . 3l , l904 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indi an Inspector f or I ndi an Terri tor y . ash i ngton ,Ma r . 24 , 1904 .Secr e­
t ary---Rescind s i nst r uc t i ons t ha t ent should t ~ ke s t eps t o c ance l 
atone contra ct on a llotment of Boudinot Ream after is suance of cer ­
tifica te; contra ct shou ld continue i n for ce but r oya lt be pa i d di­
rect to a llottee . 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R, 
ASHINGTON. 

lTD 3424- 1904. 
3432 " 

The u. s. Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory , uskogee . 

Sir : 

pril 2? , 1904 . 

There is inclo sed here i th a copy of the Indi an ap­

propriation act approved pril 21, l 04 ( ub . No . 125 ) , and 

your attention is invited to the f ollowi ng par agraph on page 

29 , ViZ: -

''For the maintenance , strengthening , and enl arging 

of the tribal schools of t he Cherokee , Creek , Choctaw , Chick­

sasw , and Seminole Nat ions, and making provision for the at­

tendance of children of non-citizens the r ein , and the est ab lish­

ment of new schools under the control of t he tribal school 

boards and the Department of the Interior , the sum of one hund­

red thousand dollars , or so much thereof as may be necessary , 

to be placed in the hands of the Se cretary of the Interior and 

disbursed by him under such rules and regulations as he may 

prescribe . " 

You are requested to call the attention of the up er­

intendent of chools in Indian Territory to said provision , an d 

request him t v submit a draft of regulations , thro gh you , to 

be transmitted to the Department through the Indian Office , with 
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such recommendation s as you may deem best to make in the 

premises. 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan . 
cting Se cretary . 

l .inclosure. 

(Endorsed) Union agency # 9442 Received ~ay 3 , 1904. ffi ce 
of u. s . Indian Inspector f or Indian Terri t or y . ·vashington , 
April 2?, 1904. ecretary . Transmits copy of Indian ppro­
priation ct a pproved pr il 21, 1904 ; s houl d r equest Supt . of 
Schools to submit draft of regulatio ns to car ry out provisions 
relative to schools in Indian Territory . 



DEPAR'IMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Office of the, Assistant Attorney-GeJill.eral . 

3424 ) 
3432 ) 1904. 
Ind.Ter.Div. 

The Secretary 

of t i:e Int eri or , 

Sir: 

Washington, May o, 1904. 

By ;tetter of April 23, 1904, you invite att.ention to the 

provision in tb:t Indian appropriation act , approved April 21 , 

relative to ti:e removal of restrictions on the alienation of 

lands allotted to members of the Five Civ.'ilized Tribes of Indians, 

and to the provision respecting aJLlotments in tm Cherokee 

Nation. You also refer to paragraph 4 of the act of July 1 , 

1898 (30 stat., 567), ratifying an agreement with the Seminole 

Nation; to paragraph 6 defining the rord "select , " and sections 

15, 16 and 71 of the act of July 1 , 1902 (32 stat., 641) ,. ratify­

ing an agreanen t with the Choctaw and Chickasaw tribes, and to 

sections 6, 13, 14, 15, 69 and 72 of the act of .Tul.y 1, 1902 

{32 stat., 716), ratifying an agreement with tbe CherokeeNation . 

You then ask my opinion as follows: 

I desire your opinion upon said provisi_ons in the Indian 

approprt ation act, and e sp,ec ia.lly wish to be advised whether they 

they operate as a repeal of the limitations contained in the acts 

relative to t~ al.ienation of lands by the Seminoles , Choctaws , 

Chickasaws and Cherokees. 

I desire to be further advised whether under the first 

naDBd provision of the Indian appropriation act the Secretary of 

the Interior has any authority to authorize the sale of any land 

I Ill 
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belonging to minors, members of either of the FiveCivilized 

Tribes; also, Ybether under said second proviso leases hereto­

fore duly DlB.de under said acts confirming agreements i th said 

nations, by mEill bers of the Seminole, Choctaw and Chickasaw Nat i ons , 

are legal and bindi~ without the approval of the u . s . Indian 

Agent at the Union Agency and tbe Secretary of the Interior under 

rules and regulations to be prescribed under said provision of 

the Indian appropriation act . Many mineral leases have been 

made under tbe regulations issued May 4, 1903 , and amendments 

t~reto, with members of the Cherokee Nation, and have been held 

awaiting action upon the Indian appropriation act validating the 

action or the Dawes Commission "with respect to allotments in 

the Cherokee Nation." Your opinion is desired whether said 

leases may now be approved if found to comply with the require­

ments of said regulations. 

The first provision of said appropriation act referred to 

says; 

And all the restrictions upon the alienation of lands of all al­

lottees of either of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians who 

are not of Indian blood, except minors ,. are, except as to home ­

steads, hereby removed, and all restrictions upon the alienation 

of 81.1 other allottees of said tribes, except minors , and except 

as to homesteads, may, with the approval of the Secretary of the 

Interior, be removed under such rules and regulations as the 

Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, upon application to the 

United States Indian Agent at the Union Agency in charge of the 

Five CiTilized Tribes, it said agent is satisfied upon a full 

investigation o:r each individual case that such removal of re-

strictions is for the best interest of said allottee. The finding 
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of the United States Indian Agent. and the approval of the Secre­

tary of the Interior shall be in writing s.nd shall be recorded 

in the same manner as patents for lams are recorded . 

The second provision reads as follo s: 

That no proceedings ~retofore had i th respect to allot­

manta in the Cherokee Nation shall be held invalid on the ground 

that they were had before t~re was au thor ity to begin t~ wo rk 

of allotment in said nation: Provided , That nothing herein _ 

shall be construed as validating any filings heretofore made on 

lands secrega ted for the Delaware Indians . 

The provision of the agreenen t with the Seminole Nation 

says: "All contracts for sale , disposition , or incumbran ce of 

a part of any allotment made prior to. date of patent shall be 

void." That agreen2n t provides th a t when the tribal government 

shall cease to exist the principal chief, last elected, shall 

execute and deliver to each al.lot tee a deed for the land so al­

lotted to him and that the Secretary of tbe Interior shall ap ­

prove such deed, which approval shall operate as a relinquishment 

of the right, title and interest. of the United tates in and to 

the land. Each allottee is to designate one tract of 40 acres 

which shall by the terms of tm deed be made inalienable and non­

taxable as a homestead in perpetuity. 

In tm agreement wi tb t ~ Choctaw and Chickasaw Nation 

ratified by the act of July 1, 1902 (32 Stat ., 641), the ord 

"select" is declared to mean t~ formal application at the land 

office far particular tracts of land. Sections 15 and 16 of 

said aot provide: 

l.5. Lands allotted to me-.bers and freedmen shall not be 
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affected or encumbered by any deed, debt, or obl~gation of any 

character contracted prior to the tine at which said land may be 

alienated under this Act , nor shall said lands be sold except 

as herein provided. 

16. All l8.Dds allotted 1n too members of said tribes , ex-

cept such land as is set aside to each f or a homestead as herein 

provided, shall be alienable after issuance of patent as follows: 

One-fourth in ~oreage in one year , one-fourth in acreage in three 

years, and the balance in five years; in each case from date of 

patent: Provided, That. such land shall not be alienable by the 

allottee or his heirs at any time before the e:x:pira tion of the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw tribal gove:rnJ:OO nt s for less than. its ap­

praised Talue. 

Section 71 of that act reads as follows: 

After the expiration of nine months after the date of the 

original selection of an allotment , by or for any citizen or freed­

men of the Choctaw or Chickasaw tribes , as provided in this 

agreement, no contest Shall be instituted against such selection . 

Section 6 of tbe act of July 1, 1902 (32 stat ., 716) , 

defines tte word "select" in the same way as it is defined in the 

Choctaw-Chickasaw agreement . 

Sections 13, 14 and 15 of the Cherokee act read as follows: 

Seo.l3. Each member of said trib-e shall, at the time of the 

selection of his allotment. , designate as a homestead out of said 

allotDBnt lam equa1. in value to forty acres of tbe average al­

lotable lands in tbe Cherokee Nation , as nearly as may be , hich 

shall be inalienable during the lifetime of the allottee , not 

exceeding twenty-one years from the date of the certificate of 
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allotment. Separate certificate shall issue for said homestead. 

During the time said homestead is held by the allottee the same 

shall be non-taxable and shall not be liable for any debt con­

tracted by the owner thereof while so held by him. 

Sec.l4. La~ds allotted to citizens shall not in any manner what-

ever or at any time be encumbered, taken, or sold to secure or 

satisfy any debt or obligation, or be alienated by the allot tee 

or his heirs, before the expiration of f'i ve years from t he date 

of the ratification of this Act. 

All lands allotted to the members of said tribe, ex-
. 

cept such land as is set aside to each for a homestead as herein 

provided, shall be alienable in five years after issuance of 

patent. 

Section 69 provides that no contest shall be instituted 

against any Cherokee allotmnt after the expiration of nine months 

from the date of the original selection; and section 72 provides 

that Cherokee citizens may rent their allotments, wb;,n selected, 

tor a tenn not exceeding one year for grazing purposes or five 

years for agricultural purposes; that leases for longer periods 

for such purposes and far mineral purposes may be made with the 

approval of the Secretary of the Interior; and t.ha. t any lease 

violative of said section shall be absolutely void and non-sus-

ceptible of ratification in any manner. 

The first provision of the Indian appropriation act declares 

that all restrictions upon alienation by allottees not of Indian 

blood, except minors and except as to homesteads, are "hereby 

removed." This language is explicit and unambiguous. It leaves 

no roo. tor construction. It operates to the extent indicated 

as a repeal of the provisions of former acts, placing limitation 
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upon the power of alienation. It does not purport to change the 

then existing laws respecting alienation of homesteads of the al­

lottee not of Indian blood and it does not purport to affect in 

any manner allottees not of Indian blood , ho are minors . 

The second clause of this proVision g ives the Secretary of 

the Interior authority to , in effect, extend , in his discretion , 

the first clause to allot tees of Indian blood . He has , howe ver , 

no authority to change or disregard provisions in then existing 

laws respecting alienation of homesteads or by minors . To the 

extent thus indicat ed the a ct in question removes r estrictions 

imposed by former laws . 

As intimated above, the provision of t he appropri a tion act 

under consideration does not purport t o change existing l aw a s 

to the sale of land allotted to minors of said tribes . As to 

such lands the laws relative to the various tribes r emain exactly 

as prior to the passage of this appropri ation act . hatever 

authority the ecre tary of the Interior had re ~ecti ng the sale 

of such lands he still has . 

The third question submitted is: "whether , under said se aond 

prosivo, leases heretofore duly made under said acts confirming 

agreements with said nations , by members of the Seminole , Choctaw 

and Chickasaw Nations are legal and binding without the approval 

of the United States Indian Agent at the Union Agency and the Secre­

tary or the Interior under rules and regulations to be prescribed 

under said provision of the Indian appropriation ac t . " 

The matter referred to as "the second proviso , " is, pre­

sumably, the extract first herein quoted from the Indian appro-

pria tion act. The paragraph in which it appears has two provisos , 

:the second or which is found this provision removing restric-
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leases as such. 

-7-

That provision makes no reference to 

The matters of alienation of lands by Indian allottees and 

of leasing, are treated of and provided for in the various agree­

ments and acts as entirely separate and distinct matters . It 

It is true a lease of land is in a certain sense an alienation . 

transfers to and vests in the lessee certain rights of posses-

sion and use of the land but does not convey to him the title . 

The alienation from which it as intended by tm Indian ap pro­

priation act to remove re s trictions , was t ha t ch ar acter of pro­

ceedings which would i nvolve the sale and transf er of the title . 

The provisions of the various a gr een:ent s and la s rel ative to and 

governing the leasing of allotted lands e re not intended to be 

and are not affected by t his proVision of the Indian appropria­

tion act. A lease that was before not legal or binding ithout 

the approveJ. of too Indian a gent and the Secretary of the Interior 

is now equally ineffective i thout such approval . In other 

.wards, this is not a confirmatory provision and does not purport 

to cure defects in existing instruments or in fact to in any 

manner affect leases. The rules and re~lations to be pre scribed 

under this provision of the appropriation act are ith respect 

to the removal of the restrictions upon alienation by allottees 

or said tribes of Indian blood, except minors, and except as to 

homesteads and it is not contemplated by the act that such rules 

and regulations should have any effect upon the manner of execu­

tion or approval of leases of allotted land. 

In the last question you ask, substantially, whether leases 

heretofore made under regulations or the Department , by members 



-8-

ot the Cherokee Nation , may now be approved . The Commission to 

the Five Civilized Tribes permitted selections of allotments by 

members or the Cherokee Nation prior to the time when such selec-

tions were authorized to be made . The second provision of the 

appropriation act referred to and quoted above , declares that 

no proceedings With respect to such allotments shall be held 

invalid on the ground that they were had before there was 

authority to begin the work of allotment in said nation. This 

provision removed from such allotments the one element of 

invalidity. It declares , i n effect , t hat they shall be cons id-

ered as having been properly made in point of time . If in 

other respects valid , they are to be treated as proper allot­

ments, and leases of such allotments , if in conformity to the 

law and regulations , may now be app roved exactly as if t here ha d 

been authority for the making of such allotments at the time 

of their allo ~ce . 

The papers submitted are herewith returned . 

Approved;May 6, 1904. 

E.A.HITCHCOCK , 

Secretary. 

Very respectfully , 

Frank L. Campbell , 

Ass is tan t Attorney- General . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No .95ll Re ceived May 14, 1904 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspector , for Indian Territory. ashington , May 9 , 
l904.Secretary.----Encloses copy of Asst . Atty. General relative 
to alienation and leasing ot lands of Five Civil ized Tribes , 
Agent should now receive Cherokee leases .----



D E P A R T [ E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

WASHINGTON . 
I.T.D. 3704-1904. May 7, 1904 . 

United Sta~es Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territ ory , Muske ee , I.T. 

Sir: 

There is inclosed he rewith a letter of April 20 , 1904 , from 

Amos Sharp, rie, Tennessee , i n which he state s that he has a son 

in the Indian Territory who is i nsane , and requests to be advised 

if there is any provision f or the care of insane persons in the 

Indian Territory. 

Your. attention is called to the a ct of April 28 , 1904 (Pub­

lic No. 219), which provides: 

"That the Secretar y of the Int er ior is he reby authorized to 

make proper arrangement s for the care and support of insane per­

sons in the Indian Territory and f or that purpose the sum of 

twenty-fiv e thousand dollars, or so much thereof as may be 

necessary, is hereby appropriated out of any money in the Treasury 

not otherwise appropriated: Provided, howeve r, That insane 

Indians in said Territory s hall be cared for at the Asylum at 

Canton, Lincoln County, South Dakot a . " 

It is requested tha t you take this xm.tter up ith Ar. Sharp , 

and report in due time with recommendation . 

Reporting in the matter May 4, 1904, the Indi an Office states 

that it Mr . Sharp 's son is not a n Indian, the India n Off ic e appar ­

ently has no jurisdiction in the matter . 

Respe ctfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock, 

IGll 
,.,ecretary. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 9512 . Received .May 14 , 1904 . 0ffi ce of u.s . 
Indi a n I nspe c t or far Indian Territory. Washington , May ? , 1904 . 
Secre tary.~--Encl oses for report letter of Amos Sharp , of Erie , Tenn 
stating he ha s a son in Ind .Ter ., who is insane and asking if there 
is any provisi on for such persons ; calls attention to act of Apr~23 , 
1904, appropriating $25 , 000 for care of insane . 



Land. 
31,666-1904. 
35,676-1904. 
35,677-1904. 

The Honorable 

Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFF .AIRS , 

Washington, 
June 6 , 1904. 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit , herewith , the communication 

at E.D.Nims, President of the P ioneer Telephone and Telegraph 

Company, dated at Muscogee , Indian Territory, (1) May 26 , 

1904; (2} May 23, 1904, transmitting for departmental appro­

val, maps showing the definite loc ation ot telephone lines con­

structed by t~ Artcansas Valley Telephone Company and lines 

proposed to be constructed by t~ Pior:eer Telephone an 

Telegraph Company. 

It is shovn that the P ior:eer Te~ephone am Telegraph Com­

pany is th9 successor of all t ele phone lires , telephone exchang­

es and property of t~ Aikansas Valley Telephone Company hich 

had been granted pennission to locate and construct tele-

phooo lims in Indian Territory , a1oo all telephone lines , 

telephom exchanges and property of the Lo~ Distance Te le­

phone Company, at Shawnee, Oklah om , and all the telephone 

lines and property at tm North Almri can Telephone and Tele­

graph Company of Muskcgee , I . T., which had constructed tele­

phone lines in Indian Terri tary under departmental approval . 

It is shown t hat the P i or:eer Telep hone and Telegraph Com­

pany has a tully paid up capital of 715,000; that it has no 

9747 
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:tloating or b ended i nde btedness of any kind hatever ; that tre 

stockholders are prac tically the same as those who formerly 

owned stock of the Arkansas Valley Telephom Company and the 

Long Distance Telephone Company togetoor with rome eastern 

stockholders wh o purchased an interest at the t iim these three 

properties were mrged into one company, and thl t the Pioneer 

Telephone am Telegraph Company i s organ ized under the l a ws of 

the Terri tcry of Oklahoma with an authorized capital of' 

$3,000,000 w.1th $800,000 subscribed , of hich 715 , 000 has been 

fully paid. 

In his oo mm.uni cation of May 23, 1904, (35 , 677-1904) Mr . 

•1aa states t ha t t re P ioneer Tel.ephore and Te~egraph Company has 

filed an applica ti on and appointed an agent at South McAleste r , 

Indian Terri tor y , Enabl i ng them to do business in the Indian 

Territory; t m t tre formal application will be filed with t he 

Dep artment i n a shor t time requesting too approval of the trans­

fer at tm penn it heretofore granted to the Ark ansas Valley 

Telephone Comp any, t he Long Distan ce Telephone Company and the 

North .American Te lephone and Telegraph Company to the first 

named company. He s t ates t.ba t in t he meantirre he would greatly 

appreciate it if t oo Depar1men t would g r ant the company permission 

to construct tre l ine s shown upon the maps of locati on herewi th and 

not heretof ore constructed, in order that t he company may complete 

the s eme before t~ comi~ crop s eason . It i s stated tha t the 

inhabitants along tm new line of ra ilroad f r om At oka , Choctaw 

Nation, to Ada , Ch i dc asaw Nat i on, a dis tanc e of 68 .54 mi les , are 

Tery anxious to get telephone communica ti on, and i f the company 

receives depar~en tal approval it will construc t the l ine immedi­

ately. 

~747 
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The maps relating to the proposed new line -- four in 

number--show the located line as follows :· (~) from Atoka 

along the ri ght of way of the Texas and Oklahoma Railway, to 

Coe.lgate, all i n the Choctaw Nation, I . T., a distance of' 16 . 38 

miles; (2) From Coalgate westerly along tm north side of the 

Texas and Okla.hon::a. Railway m t .he east lim of the Chickasaw 

Nation , all in tb9 Choctaw Nation , a distance of 16 . 90 miles; 

(3) From the east lim of tm Chickasaw Nation westerly along 

the north side of the Texas and Oklahoma Railway to Ada , 

Chickasaw Nation , I.T ., a distance of 18 . 28 miles ; (4) From Ada 

northwes terly along tm north side of the Texas and Oklahoma 

Railway t:> the north line of section 22 , township 6 north , 

range 5 e ast , Chickasaw Nation , a dis tame of 1.6.98 miles , 

making a total of 68.54 , miles . 

The o.ther ma:ps transmitted rereWi th show t.be definite loca­

tions of the several. telephone lire s constructed by the Arkansas 

Valley Telephone Company, maps of the definite location of 

which have not heretofore been approved. Tbe total distance 

of these lines is 98 .70 miles . There has heretofore been ap -

:proved to this company maps showing lines 113.25 miles in length. 

It is shown in tre communication dated May 23 , 1904 (35 , 6?6-

? "'; 
I 

1904) that there has been constructed by the Arkansas Valley 

Telephone company :further lines extending from Mill Creek, Chicka­

saw NatioD, I.T., to the Red River , a distance of 50 . 39 miles . 

Tehe line extending from Scullin to Sulphur, in the Chicka­

saw Nation, a distance of 9.50 miles , has been relocated ~d 

maps showing the changed location are also transmitted for 

departmental approval. 

From an examination or the maps submitted by this company, 

9747 
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it W)Ul4 appear that the oompany has constructed 270 .86 miles 

ot telephone line in Indian Terri tory, and proposes to construct 

an a4d1t1onal 68.54 miles. 

The recards of this office show that t .00 company has paid 

damages on 166.58 miles of line, leaVing 105.28 miles of construc­

ted lines upon whicn no damages have been paid . Damages have 

also been assessed against the company for telephom exchanges 

in the total sum or $45 .90, which remain unpaid . The taxes for 

the f1sca1 year ended June 30,1903, .have not been paid nor has 

the company t'iled w.l th this office tm required affidavi t showing 

the total length at its completed line and tm date of the comple­

tion or each section or ten miles or fraction thereof, although 

1 t has been called upon at numerous times to pay these taxes 

and to transmit t~ affidavit referred to. 

The maps bereWi th showing the line extending from Atoka 

westerly, a distance of 68.54 miles , are submitted by the Pion­

·eer Telephone ·and Te legraph Company for approva l. This company 

has not yet filed the proofs and showings required by department­

al regulations and the office has no informs. tion as to 'Whether 

or not t~ company is authorized to operate in Indian Terri tory 

other than t~t contained in Mr.Nims' letter of May 23 ,1904 . 

In view of the foregoing, it is deemed prudent to recom­

mend the. t the u. s .Indian Inspector far Indian Terri tory be di­

rected to notify Mr.Nims that the maps submitted by t he Pioneer 

Telaphom am Telegraph Company cannot be approved until after 

the company shall have complied W1 th departmental regulations 

and that the Department will not penni t . any further operations 

by this company or its predecessors until after the damages due 

V747 



am remaining unpaid on its constructed 1 ires shall have been 

paid, which said damages it is reoommended be assessed at the 

uniforDl rate ot $3.30 per mile upon all lines now constructed 

and for which damage s have not heretofore been pa id; also that 

the Inspector b e directed to notify Mr . Nims that no further maps 

will be approved to tm Arkansas Valley Telephone Company , the Long 

Distance Telephone Company , or their successor , the Pioneer 

Telephone and telegraph Company until all taxes at the rate of 

$5 tor each ten mi le s of line shall have been paid ; also that 

the Department expects that prompt payment will be made of the 

tax for the fiscal.. year ending June ZO , 1904. 

Very respectfully , 

A. C . Tonner 

Acting Commissioner . 

(C.F.H.) P. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 9747 Received Jun .l7 , 1904 Offic of 
U.S.Indian Insp ector for Indian Terri tory. ashington, June 9, 
1904.Secretary.----Rela tive to operations of Arkansas Valley 
Telephone Company and Pioneer Telephore and Telegraph Company; 
directed to allow E. D. Nims 20 days in hich to comply with regula­
tions ar the Departmal t.----



DEPART MENT OF THE INTERIOR , 
ashington. 

I.T.D. 5014-1904. June 23, 1904. 

United States Indian Inspector 

fer the Indian Terri t ary , 

Muskogee , Ind .Ter . 

Sir : 

LLB 

The Depar'bnent is in receipt of a communication from 

Acting Attorney-General J . C. McReynolds , inclosing co py of a 

letter addressed to the clerks of the court in t.be several dis-

tricts of tbJ Indian Terri tar y , as follows : 

Sir : 
In view of the provis:l. ons of tbe Indian appropriation 

act of April 21 , 1904 (Public No . l25 , page 17) , t!a Department 

suggests the advisability of aclmi tting to record all deeds to 

Indian lands wh ich do not plainly appear to be null and void 

far want ot capacity in the gran tor to co nvey . Any doubt 

should be resolved in favor of th3 grantor's cap acity. 

This instruction is sent for your information . 

Re spec tfu lly, 

M •• Mil ler 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No ~ 9801 Received Jun.28,1904 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector, ~or Indian Territary. lashington June 23 , 
1904.Secretary .----Relative to copy of letter from Assistant 
Attorney General, regarding recording of deeds to Indian l ands .----



Refer in reply to, the f ollowi ng : 

Land. 
39594-1904. 

DEP ARTl\illNT OF THE INTERI OR , 

OFFICE OF I1TDIAN AFFAIRS , 

I.ASHINGTON , June 27, 1904 . 

J. George ri ght , ~sq ., 

U. s . Indian Insp e ct or Indi an Terri t ory , 

Muskogee, I . T. 

Sir: 

Having reference t o your report da ted March 22 , 1904 , concern ­

ing the non-compliance Wi th Department regulat i ons by certain 

telephone compa nie s operat in i n the Ind i a n Territory , you a r e ad ­

vis ed that this of fic e April 13 , 1904 , submit t ed f or the op in i on of 

the Se cretary of t h e Inter i or , the que s t i on "whet he r or not: a com­

pany constructing its l i ne of t el ephone prior to t he pa s sa ge of the 

Aot of March 3 , 1901 , is l i able for damages assessed unde r t he 

provisions of Section 3 of s a i d Act of March 3 , l90l . n 

The offiee is now in receipt of Department al letter dat ed June 

14, 1904, enc+osing a co py of the opini on of t he Assistant Attorney 

General dated June 10 , 1904 , and approved the same da t e by the 

Secretary of the I n t erior , i n wh ich it is hel d t hat l i nes const ruct­

ed prior to said act of 1901 , upon whic h t he ri ht of way damages 

had been f i xed and pa id under a uthorit y of t he Indian gov ernment 

are not subject to be a gain assessed the refor under sa id a ct . A 

press copy of the said opinion is enclosed herewith f or your f ur-

ther information. 

You are requested to c ommunioa te w1 th the proper of f icers of 

the Muskogee National Telephone Company, the Tishomingo & Interna­

tional Telephone Company, and the officers of any other company 
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o1aiming to have constructed its l i nes of telephone pr ior t o Ma rch 

3, 1901, a dvising t hem of the opinion of the Department with re ­

spect to t he payment of dama es on any such lines and r e quest each 

of said compani es to file an aff idavit of its president or other 

principal off ice r , showing the date of the completion of their 

telephone line s , the number of miles of constructed lines , and 

such other neces sa r y information as will supply the office the nec­

essary data upon Whi ch to determine their liability f or damages . 

You Will also notify all of such companies that the y are lia­

ble tor the annual charge designated by the Secretary of the In­

terior unde r the prov isions of Sect i on 3 of the ct of March 3 , 

1901, at t he r ate of .,~ 5 per a rmum for each ten miles of line 

owned ani ope r ated by them in the Indian Territory from .1arch 3 , 

1901, the da t e of the enactment of the above mentioned law, to and 

including J une 30 , 1904 , with respe ct to those portions of their 

lines constructed prior to Mar ch 3 , 1901 , and ith respe ct to 

lines co nstructed since that date , from the date of the completion 

of t he same, t o June 30 , 1904 , at sa id rat e of . 5 per annum for 

each ten mile s . You will advise these companies th t this tax 

must be paid wi t hout further delay. 

Concerning the Chic ka s aw Telephone Company , f or which r . 

H. c. Potter, February 11, 1904, i n a communi cation addressed to 

you, tendered in payment , under prot est , a d r aft i n the sum of 

677.60, to co~er t he d amage s on the t el ephone lines of said com­

pany, you are adv i sed t hat t he sa i d dr aft had been held in thi s 

office pending the rece i pt of t he decision of t he Department with 

9816 
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respect to the question i nvolved as hereinabove me ntioned , a nd 

that this office has taken the matter up with Mr . Potter. You 

need not there f ore include this company in the i nstructi ons with 

respect to other delinquent co mpanies . 

An early repor t in this matter is desired in order t ha t some 

positive action may be t aken, if found necessar y , afte r t he exp ira ­

tion or the fiscal year ending June 30 , 1904 . 

Very respectfully , 

A. c. Tonner , 

CFH-H Acting Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union A ency No. 9816 .Received J ul . 1 , 1904 . 0ff ice of 
u. s. Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Territor y • . a s hin ton , June 2? , 1904 . 
Commissioner.----Relative to telephone companies constr uct i n line s 
of telephone prior to passa ge of Act of March 3 , 1901 , bei ng liabl e 
for damages assessed under said act . 



D EP ART 3 N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

ITD 1716 , 4705, 5260-' 04 . 
la s hington . 

United St a tes India n I nsp ect or 

f or t he I ndi an Terri tory , 

J u+y 1 , 1904 . 

Musko ee , India n Terri t or y . 

Sir : 

Jun e 16 , 1904 , you reported on co~~unic a tion of z evel y & 

Givens , Mus ko ,ee , I . T . , dat ed J une 4 , 19 04 , relat ive t o delay 

in action up on the co a l and aspha l t lea se f r om Hugh Hen r y , a s 

guardia n of nnie [a y Henry , to t he i tehead Coa l .Unin Com­

pany , i n wh ich t hey refer t o depa rtme nt al l e tt er of May 18 , 1904 , 

advising t hat the lease "i's being hel d up . until t he r e ce i pt of 

a bond from the lessee , as is re quired by t he re gulat i ons . n 

You report t hat t he bond was , as stat ed by t he at tor ne ys , 

filed tinder date of Ma rch 29 , 1904 , but t ha t t here is no record 

in your office , or in t he off ic e of t he u. s . I ndian Agent , of 

any information havin ever been r ece i ved that the le a s e had been 

approved or acted upon t he Department , ther ef ore the bond was 

held by the Agent awaiting advice of t he approv al of the leas e ; 

that on June 7 , 1904 , the attorneys havin advised the Agent t hat 

they were in receipt of inf ormation from t he Depar t ment that t he 

lease had been a pproved , the bond , at t heir reques t , wa s f or wa rd­

ed , and you sug est that inasmuch as it appears that a dvice as 

t o the a ct i on upon this lease ha s gone astray , t ha t sai d a t t orne ys 

be advised t hat the bond was being held by the A ent awaiting such 

advioe . 
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Rep orting in the matter June 24 , 1904 , the Acting Commis­

si oner o f Indian Affairs stated the Agent ' s report of Juen 7 , 

1904, transmitting the said bond , was forwarded to the Department 

wi t h his office report of June 18, 1904; that as stated therein 

the records of his off ice do not show tbat the lease referred 

to has been approved by the Department but that it has informal 

i nformat i on that said lease has been approved , and sees no objec-

tion to the attorneys being advised as suggested by the Inspector . 

The bond referred to was received with the Acting Commission­

er's report of June 18 , 904, and by departmental letter of June 

22 , 1904 , approved and returned t o t he India n Of fice . With 

said departmental letter of June 22, 1904 , wa s transmitted a co py 

of departmental letter of April 1 , 1904 , approving s a i d lea se 

from Hugh Henry, as guardi an of Annie May Henry , to t he hits­

head Coal Mining Company , in accordance with t he Acting Commis-

sioner ' s request . 

essrs . Zevely & Givens have been advi sed by depar t ment a l 

letter of even da te in accordance with your s ug estion an d f ur-

nished with a copy of your report o 

Respectfully , 

~ . A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No . 984B.Received Jul . 9 , 1904 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territor y . ashington , D. C., July 1 , 1904 . 
Secretary.----Relative to a report on letter of essrs . Zevely & 
Gi~ena concernin delay in action upon a coal lea se of Annie . ay 
Henry and Whitehead Col ining Co . ;repor approved and a t tor n eys 
advised . 



DEF.ARTM&NT OF THE INI'ERIOR , 

Wash ington. 
I.T.D. 5866-1904. J uly 23, 1904 . 

U.s. Indian Inspect cr 

for the Indi an Ter r1 tor y . 

Sir: 

T~ Departmen t i s in rece i pt of your communication dated 

July 11, 1904, a cknowledging depar'tmen tal letter dated June 

27, 1904 (I.T.D. 5198-5168-1904 ), inclosing a copy of the rules 

and regulations g ov e ming the Msbursenent o-r $100 , 000 appro­

priated by the a c t of Apri l 21, 1904 {33 stat ., 189} , transmit­

ting to the Dep ar1me n t a communication from the School Super­

visor dated July 8, an d a l so the Superintendent of Schools dated 

same day. You ask t rot said departmental letter be modifiea and 

that the sala ries of the tribal school authorities be increased 

as originally recommende d by you, and also renew your rec amman­

dation for t.b:t i nc rease of compensati on to the SuperviSors and 

an allowance of a cle ric to e ach at a salary of $800 , and an 

additional clerk fer t he Superintendent, that same would make an 

aggregate increa se of 7,450 per annum. 

The Acting Commissiore r of I ndian Affairs forwarded your 

report on July 19, 1904, a m r e coiDIOOms in view of all the 

o iroumatan ces tba t no c hBnge be ma de except that t m Superinten­

dent at Schools for the Indi an Terri tor y b e al l owed to employ 

an addi tiona! ole rk a t a comp ensa ti on not to e x ceed · 00 per 

annwa, pEfTable from said tund of 1oo,ooo. 
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T.be matter has been carefully considered and it has 

been deemed advisable to allow the Creek , Choctaw , and Chicka­

saw Tri bel. Superintendents each $200 additional , instead of 

the $300 r e commended by you ; t.ha. t the Seminole School Superin­

tendent be allowed 100 as recommended by you ; that each of the 

three e mb er s of the Cherokee BOB.rd of Education be allowed 

$100, instead of ~150 recommended in your report ; that the 

tour United States Supervisors be allo ed an additional compen­

s a tion ot $200, instead of 500 which you r e commended . 

It is not deemed adVisable to al low any of said appropr ia­

tion to be used for clerical hire for tbe four School Sup ervi ­

sars, b u t i t is believed t.bat too United States Superintendent 

ot Schools should be allo ed tbe additioml sum of $600 for 

clerk hir e in his office ; said sums above mentioned Will be 

payable out of s a1 d appropriation of 100 , 000 , and the Commis­

sioner of Indian Affairs has been so advised . 

Respectfully , 

Thos. Ryan 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endarwed ) Union Agency No . 9995 Received Jul . 30 , 1904 Office of 
U.S .In dian In~ ec tor , for Indian Terri tory . ~ ashington~July 23 
l904r . Se cretary . ~--Authority granted for increase of 200 eacft 
i n sala r ies of Creek , Choctaw and Chickasaw Tribal Superinten­
dent• s & $100 i n salary of each n:emher of Cherokee Board of 
• cation; also for additional clerical force in office of Supt . 
ot Schools . Als o increase of 100 to Seminole Tribal Supt . ----

3 



DEP ART:MENT OF THE INTERIOR , 
ITD 6124-1904. Washington. July 30 , 1904. 

The u.s.Indian In~ector 

for Indian Territory , Muskogee . 

Sir: 

The Departmen t is in receipt of your report dated July 

16,1904, transmitting two communications from the Superintendent 

of Schools in Indian Territory, requesting further instructions 

with reference to the rules and regulations prescribed under 

the Act of April 21 , 1904 , governing the disbursement of the 

$100,000 appropriated by said Act "for the maintenance , strength­

ening and enlarging of too tribal schools . " 

Concerning the Superintendent' s i nquiry as to how he shall 

proceed to carry out Section 6 of the regulations , providing 

that the salaries am positions shall be fixed by the Secretary 

of the Interior, on his r ecommendation , you recommend that the 

Superintendent be authorized to employ t eachers at not to ex­

ceed $50.00 per month , and to assign them to duty , immediately 

thereafter r eporting their names nd salaries to be paid to the 

Department for approval . 

In this recommendation the Department concurs . 

The Superintendent asks if schools can be established in 

exclusively white neighborhoods in those cases where Indians 

have rented their lands to white tenants and moved to other local-

1iies. You suggest , in this connection , that if it is pract1-

oable, under the r egulations , s chools be established in local-

1i1es where most needed by both Indians and whites , and that if 

10038 



- 2-

no Indian children a t tend , t he whole expense of teaching be 

paid from this appropriat i on , and , otherwise , the expense be 

apportioned between the whites and Indians·. 

It is believed that the regulations are suffi c i ent to cover 

such oases as t hose just mentioned , and the Department , there­

fore, appro ves your suggesti on. 

In regard to ut i lizing a portion of said appropriation for 

the establishment of schools for freedmen in the Choctaw and 

Chickasaw nations , where said freedmen are not entitled to any 

part of t he tribal school fund , and also to those freedmen child­

ren at localit ies where there are no Indians whatever , the Act­

ing Commis sioner of Indian Affairs , transmitting your report 

July 28 , 1904, states that in his opinion a portion of the fund 

oan be so us ed . 

This a l so meets the Department ' s approval . 

You will advise the Superintendent of the action herein 

taken. 

A copy of t.he Acting Con'lmissioner·' s letter is inclosed . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

1 inclosure. Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Uni on Agency No.l0038 Re ceived Aug . 6 , 1904 Office of 
U.S .Indian I nspector, for Indian Territory. ashington , July 30 , 
l904.Seoretary .----Approves report concerning regulations governing 
disbu~sement of $100, 000 school fund , as to fixing salaries and 
establishi ng schools .----



EdUJation 
52136-1904. 

Dep ar1men t of the Interior, 

omcE OF I NDIAN .AFFAIRS , 

Washing m n , 
August 5 ,1904 . 

United States Indim Inspector, 
Musk ~ee, Indian Terri tory • 

Sir: 

The canmunication of Supt . Benedict forwardi ~ a c cmmunication 

tram W.N.Stannard, o~ Ottawa , Indian Territory, relative to the 

need or schools for Indi ans of t .m ua:paw reservati on , with spe ­

cial reference tD the appropriation af 100,000 r e cently made by 

Congress, is received. Su:pt . Benedict wishes 1n refer the mat ter 

ot your right to use any :part of this money in the Quapaw reser­

vation for decision. 

This matter was sutmitted 1n too Department for d irection , 

it beir:g the opinion of this office that no :proportion of the 

100,000 is available to too schools af t m Q.uapaw reservation . 

The Department st tes t hat tm appr opriati on r eferred to 

was made by the act of April 21,1904, (33 stats 189 ) in the 

following language: 

"For the maintenance, strengthening and enlarging of the 

tribal schools of tb3 Cherokee, Creek , Choctaw, Chickasaw and 

Seainole Nations, and mak i~ provision for t .te at tendance of chil­

dren or non-citizens th erein, and t .00 establishment of new schools 

Under the oo ntrol ot t .00 tri ba.l school boards and the Depar tment 

ott~ Intertor, the sum ot $100,000, or so much thereof as may 

b oessary, to be placed in t .00 hands of t i'B Secretary of t he 

Interior and d1 sbursed by him under such rules and regulations 
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as he may prescribe.," 

The plain reading therefore of the act leaves no room for 

doubt that said appropriation is only applicable · to the schools 

in the Nations named there in , and does not apply to too schools 

in the Q,uap aw agency • 

J.H.D. 

WRH. 

The communication of Mr. Stannard is herewith returned . 

Ver·y respectfully, 

A. C. Tonner 

Acting Commissioner. 

{Endorsed) Union Agen cy No- . 10044 Received Aug . S , 1904 Office of 
U.S.Ind1811 Inspector, tor Indi a n Terri tory . Washington , Aug . 5 , 
190-'• Commissi oner .----Relative to le t ter of 'l . N. Stannard , concern­
ing schools at Quapaw Agency ; holds none of tre recent appro­
priation by Congress can be used a t such Agency .----

( 



DEP ART.ME:NT OF THE INTERIOR , 

ashington . 
I.T.D.7128,7715-1904. Sep t ember 10 , 1904 . 

Mr .J.Geo.Wright, 

Sir: 

U.S.Indian Inspector, 

Muskogee , I . T. 

By departmental letter and telegram of t.he ?th instant you 

were authorized to prepare a contract ith the authorities of 

an institution now known as Oak Lawn Retreat , Jacksonville , Ill., 

soon to be incorporated , for the care of insane persons in the 

Indian Territory at the rate of 225 each per year , said con­

tract to be submitted to the Department for its approval . 

These instructions to you were based upon your report of 

September 3 , 1904, relative to the matter , hich was exceedingly 

favorable to the institution named above . The only doubt felt 

by the Department however was that the pr i ce named is not suf­

ficient to cover the expense of compe tent med ical attendance 

and nursing, in addition to the cost likely to be incurred for 

the living expenses connected with the care of insane persons . 

It has not as yet be en made to appear t hat in view of all 

the circumstances the instructions given you were not f or the 

best. The Department is , ho eve r , in receipt of a letter rela-

tive to the Oak Lawn Sanitarium from Dr . Geo . C. McFarl and , 

formerly superintendent of t hat institution. That Dr . McFarl and 

ia not without standing as a medical man is evident from the 

letter or Thomas lorthington , United States attorney , which was 

10188 
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submitted to you as an argument in favor of the Oak Lawn Sani­

tarium. 

Referring to Dr .McFarland and his father , Dr . Andrew McFar­

land, arid to the Oak Lawn Sani t arium , Mr . forthing ton states : 

"Both of whom have had charge of said institution in the past , 

and who have probably a nat ional reput a tion in t heir profess i on . " 

Inasmuc h as the manager of Oak Lawn Sanitarium thus relies 

upon the connection of Dr . McFarland with that institution as an 

argument in favor of it, it seems fitting that Dr . McFarland ' s 

opinion, given over his own hand adverse to tha t institution, 

should also be given careful consideration . 

ter is as follows : 

Dr . McFarland ' s let-

Jacksonville , Illinois , Sep t . 9 , 1904. 
Hon.sec'y Hitchcock , 

ashingt on , n . c . 

Dear Sir: 
Do not approve .the contract for the care of the .insane 

until you send t he Inspector to go over tbe situation , as it is 

not conducted along humane lines and is not under the supervi-

sian of the State Board of Charities . I have severed my connec -

tion, and as my name was used I hope you Will consider this be ­

tore the contract is closed . 
Yours , 

Geo . c .McFarland , 
Late superintendent , 
lOll South East St. 

It is e xceedingly important t ha t no mistake be made in the 

selection of an asylum tor the care of the insane of the Indian 

Territory, whose welfare is under the immediate supervision of 

the Department. Any failure in this matter upon the par t of the 

Department, whether due to the represen t ation of its Agen ts or 

otherWise, will eventually result in idespread and adverse criti­

cism and work irreparable injury to helpless persons. 
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You are therefore directed to cause further investigation to 

be made in r egard to tbe Oak Lawn San itarium along the lines of 

Dr.MoFarland's letter , visiting tbe institution again if nee-

essary. In this connection it is noted that the recormnendations 

submitted in ~avor of it come in no instance from any medical 

or charitable society or association . Such indorsements should 

not be lacking • In conducting your investigation you Wi 11 , of 

course, obtain all the infqrmation pos sible both for and against 

the institution, ascertaining part icularly what its standing is 

among medical :roon and associations in Jacksonville and Within the 

radius from whence it draws its patronage . 

Inasmuch as this further investigation has been found nec ­

essary you will also ascertain w 1:e ther or not '1 225 per annum for 

each patient is an adequate sum, and if you find otherwise you 

Will report what in your opinion is the minimum sum which will 

be sufficient to defray the expenses incident to this matter. 

In submitting the contract which you were directed to pre­

pare you will transmit therewith your report and the evidence 

upon which the same is founded . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .l023S Received Sept.l2,1904 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector, for Indian Terri tory . rv'ashington,D.C. , Sept . 
l0,1904.Secretary.----Directed to further investigate Oak Lawn 
Sanitarium of Jacksonville, Ill., and · make report thereon be­
tare making contract.----



Refer in reply to the following : 

Land. 
67 , 709 -19 04 . 
68389-1904. 

The Honorable , 

DEPART lENT OF TH.c.; INTH'RIOR , 

Office of Indi an Affairs , 

aohington , 
October 8 , 1904 . 

The Secretary of the Inte rior . 

Sir: 

I am in receipt of Depart ment letter of oeptember 29 , 1904-­

I.T.D. 8257, 8265 - - transmitti ng f or consi derat i on and recommen­

dat ion , a communication f rom Han . illiam M. Stewart , dated Septembe 

24 , 1904, relative to the appointment of uardians for minor 

children of ci t izens of the Fiv e Civilized Tribes , in Indi an Te rri ­

tory; also a c opy of the nind i an Citizenn , of . eptember 15 , 1904 , 

containing the mes sage of Governor Johnston , of the Chickasa Na tion , 

in which he makes re fe rence to the subject under co nsiderat ion , and 

a letter from o enator Stewart , dated September 21 , 1904 , pertain inp 

to the sale and leasing of l and s in Indian Terri t or y . 

In the Communication last ment i oned Senator Stewart suppests 

that if possible , under xistine- l a , the Depar tment ado t the lan 

providin for the dispo ition of lands r e erred to "follov' i n the 

principles of the homestead law' . He al so sur ,ests that t he lands 

be sold on the deferred payment plan . 

Senator Stewar t's letter of September 21 , 1904 , relates prin­

cipally to the le as inf and s ale of l ands . The Depa rtment ha no 

jurisdiction of the sale of any lands excep t t hose a llotted to 

member• of the Creek Tribe of Indians , but under the provisions 

ot the Aot of Ppril 21 , 1904 , (33 St ats ., 189) , the restrictions 

upon the alienation of the lands allotted to members of the Five 
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Civilized Tribes, incl uding Creek Allottees , rna be r emoved by 

the Department upon proper shoWing made by the appli cant. 

ith r ef erence to the s a le of Cre ek lands , I have the honor 

to i nvite your attention to office report of october 5 , 1904 , 

return i ng a proposed amendment to section 1 of the re gulations 

of July 10, 1903 , and an amended form of pet i t ion , both rela ting 

to t he s.ale of Creek allotted lands , and t o say that if section 

1 is changed to read as proposed by said amendment , and the pro­

posed f orm of pe t i tion is adopted , I believe that safegua rds suffi ­

cient to properly protect the interests of Creek allottees ill 

then ha v e been thrown a round the sale of their lands . As you are 

doubtl es s aware , under existing law the Department has no authorit y 

in t he matter of leasing Cre ek and Cherokee lands for agricultural 

or gr a zi ng purposes except where an agr icultura l le a se is for more 

tha n fiv e years , and a grazing lease is for more than one yea r , a nd 

that in the Choctaw and Ch1ckasaw Na tions the Department has no 

dut y to pe r form in the premises . 

Sena tor t ewart i n his letter of September 24 last states that 

a ga ng of grafters "many of them styling themselves Trust Companies'' 

is obtaining p os session of t he property of minors in the Chicka s a 

Nation t hrough the appointment of gua rdi ans by the Unit ed States 

Courts; t hat the parents are unable to give bonds and consequently 

the custody of t he i r ch i ld r en is bein t ake n from them ; t hat the se 

trus t co mpanie s and r afters when they get the custody of children 

are ~strippin them of the i r lands under var ious dev ices" ; t hat ' I 

made a l ittle talk last 11\~ to the ci t i zens of Tishomingo , dur ­

ing which I wa s i nterrupt ed by one , Guy Cobb , ho I understand was 

10117 
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"once in the India n s ervice , he i nqui red of me if there was 

"any law by which an a ctua l settler could get t i tle to Indi an 

"lands in the Chickas aw Nation . He then went on to state that 

"he had lea s ed one hundred and t enty thousand acres of land 

"and that t here are others who had done likewise . On inqui r y 

"I ascerta ined that these leases a re practically Without con­

"sideration , in mos t instance being 50 . 08 per annum for an 

"allo t ment, In this manner the tie up the l and and prevent 

"any bona f i de per son ho desires to fa rm f rom obt a ininf title 

"unles s he buys hi s y out through this gang of profes s ional 

"renters . I t a s a l so suggested by the specula tor s present 

"that it was ne cessar y for all the children to have uardians 

"appointed in order that they mi ght lea se their land and ob-

"tain s ame revenue from it . ne entlemen (Sic) called on me this 

morning a nd stated t hat he wanted the expenses of obta ining uard­

"ianshi ps re duced , the cost now bein about 40 . 00 . He st a ted 

"that it ou ht to be nominal sum so that t hey could et them 

"more r ap idly" . 

He expre sses the hope tha t pr oce edin s concernin _ t he a ppoint­

ment of gua rdians ill be suspended until the meeting of Congress , 

and says that t he j udges , as a rule , appear "t o be obvious to the 

f act that the r afters a r e r obbQng the Indians and demoralizing he 

country" ; tha t i f nothin can be done whi ch ·will enable the India ns 

to s ell their surplus l and s to a ctua l settlers for their own benefit , 

payments to b e extended t hrou h a suff icient numb r of ye -rs to 
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enable them to use the money on their homesteads, there is no 

hope tor tte Indian Territory; that tbe grafte rs and speculators 

do not pretend to conceal. the fact that they are in India n Terri­

tory "to get everything in sight, no matter how , " and that it 

will ma. terially check t~ 1r present schemes if the governmen t will 

suspend the appointrmnt of guard! ans until Co:Qgress c an enact 

suitable legislation. 

Governor Johns ton in his ne ssage to t.OO Council of the 

Chickasaw Nation, briefly stated, takes the position that guard­

ians ought not to be appointed for minor children ~ the Chickasaw 

Nation at this time; that un:ler tre law a parent is the natural 

guardian of his child, and t .hat "the court has no power to appoint 

a guard! an for a minor cll ild ?lb. ere the n!l tural guardian is living, 

except vb.ere it is made to a t:firmative1y appear that the parent is 

mentally or morally unfit for t~ discharge of his duties as natur­

al guardian or is squandering the estate of the child." 

There is also enclosed a communication from gent Shoen:felt, 

dated September 00,1904, concerning the matter of the appointment 

of guardians for minor ch ildren • Agent Shoe nf el t forwarded with 

his report a copy of s communication addressed 1n him on Septem­

ber 2 last, by Hon.Green McCurtain, Principal Chief of t.be 

Choctaw Nation, rela. tive to the subject under consideration. 

Principal chief McCurtain takes the position that too appointment 

of guardians at this tim "would be very ill-advised and would 

result not only in widespread dissatisfaction and discontent 

ong our people , but in positive harm to their property and pro-

perty interests . " He considers that tb3 parent, the natural 

guardian o:t' the child, should have th3 custody of tm person and 
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estate of t~ child. 

Under the Act of Congress approved April 28 ,1904, it appears 

that full and complete, if not exclusive jurisdiction, in the mat­

ter of the appointment of guardians , is conferred upon the United 

States courts for Indian Territory , ani that tre tribal courts 

oft~ Choctaw, Chickasaw and Seminole Nations are without juris-

diction in the matter. It has been stated to this office, inform-

ally, however, that the United States courts of too Choctaw and 

Chid.<:asaw Nations have intimated that too tribal courts have 

concurrent jurisdiction in the matter of the appointment of guard­

ians, but· that the question has not been passed upon b y the court 

of either district. 

With reference to this it is observed that the law declares 

that all af the laws af Arkansas put in force in Indian Territory 

prior to the approval of the Act of April 28 ,1904 , are continued 

and extended in their ope rations to embrace the estates of all 

persons in Indian Terri tory whetrer Indians , freedrr.en or otherwise 

"and full and complete juris diction is ~reby conferred upon the 

district courts in said Terri tory in the settlerrent of all estates 

of decedents, tre guardianship of minors and incompetents, whether 

Indiam, freedmen ar otiherw1se.tt It seems to this office, there ­

tore, that the tribal courts have been shorn of their jurisdic­

tion With reference to the appointiiBn.t of gtardians in the Choc ­

taw, Chickll.saw and Seminole Indians, and George A. Mansfield , 

Efq., one of the Attorneys for tll3 Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations , 

has informally advised this office th3.t tre tribal authoriti es 

Will see, even though it should be detennined that tm tribal 

oourts have concurrent jurisdiction in the appointnent or guardians , 

that tbey take no action whatever in the premises should the 
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Departlllen t conc lud e an d de cide t mt t he interests of the Indi ans 

will be best su bserve d by t m sus pensi on of the appointnm1 t of 

guardians until af ter Cong r ess shall have convened . 

Section 3465 of' Man sfield's Digest of the Statutes of Ark­

ansas is as follows : 

"In all cases not otherwise provided for by law , the father 

while li'Y ing , an d , after his death , or when there shall be no 

lawful f ather, t oon t m moth e r , if living , s h all be the natural 

guardian of t heir children , and have the custody and care of 

their pe rsons, education and estates ; 

not derived from the pers on acting as 

and , hen such e state is 

guard ian , such parent shall 

give s e curity and account a s othe r guardians . " 

Secti on 3471 of said l aw declare s tha t : 

T~ lawful s urv i ving pa rent of any minor may , by last i ll , 

appoint a. guardian or the person of such minor , who sh all g ive 

bond an d se curit y , and be in all thir:gs upon the same footing a s 

guardian s appointed by t~ court or chosen by tm minor s . '' 

Section 3469 pro vides that : 

"The co urt IllB Y also appoint a guardian or cura tor of the 

person or es t ate of any minor whose fatiler may be impri soned in 

the penitentia ry of thiS sta te; and such guardian or cura t or 

shall have t re s ame p owe r and control ov er the person or esta te 

of such minor a s i:t' such f athe r as dead ." 

Section 3470 provides t hat: 

"The mother of w.ch minor sh al l n ot, by such appointment , 

lae depri'Yed at her ri ghts under this chap t er , and t he au ~hor i t y 

ot such guardian or cur a t<ll" to ac t a. s su ch shal l not eon ti nue 

atter the discharge at tm f at he r from his imprisonment, unless 
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he consent thereto." 

It appears that under the l aws of Arkansas too father, if 

living, has the right to be appointed guardian of his minor child, 

and that if he be dead, incompetent, in prison or is squandering 

the estate of such minor the mother may be appointed guardian under 

tb3 provisions of section 3466 not quoted herein. It seems that 

the court has no au thor ity to appoint any person other than a 

pe rent a guardian for a minor child, unless the parents are dead 

ar have been adjudged incompetent or unfit to discharge the duties 

of guardian. 

The e.cti on of tm Dep9.r11nen t and this office in too matter 

of taking steps toward causing tha appointn:ent of guardians for 

minor children in Indian Terri tory was occasioned by reason of a 

desire b:> put such children, through their legal representative, 

in legal possession of tile lands allotted to them • 

.After turther considering the subject your attention is 

inTited to tm fact that section 70 of too supplemental agreement 

W1. th t~ Choctaws and Chickasaws provides that allotments may 

be selected and hom steads designated for minors "by the father 

or mother, _if mEmbers, or by a guardian or curator or administra­

tor having charge of tooir estate in too order named," and that 

section 23 of said agreEment declares that a llotn:ent certificates 

issued by the commission shall be exclusive evidence of the right 

of t~ ·allottee to tm tract described therein; and that the United 

States Indian Agent of the Union Agency shall upon application or 

tba allot tee p~ace him in possession of his allotnen t and remove 

therefrom "all persons ob jectiom bl.e to ruch allottee ani the acts 

o:r tbe Indian Agent bereumer shall not be controlled by any 
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wri t or process of any oour t." 

Section 65 of the Choctaw end Chickasaw supplemental agree­

ment declares tha t: 

•The accep tame of patents for minors , pr isoners, con­

victs, and incompetents by persons authorized to select thei r 

allotments for them shall be sufficient to bind such minors , 

prisoners, convicts, and incompetents as to the conveyance of all 

other lands of the tribes." 

From t he papers before too af fi ce it appears that the proceed­

ings relative to the appointimnt of guardiB.Ils for minors in the 

Indian Terri tory Choctaw and Chickasaw Nations especially -­

should be suspended until such time as CoJl?;ress shall have had 

opportunity to enact additional legislation relative to the subject , 

and I respectfully suggest that the Department of Justice be re­

quested to suggest to the United tates courts for the southern 

and central d istricts of Indian Territory that no action be t aken 

by said courts looking to the appointment of guardians for minor 

children living within their respective judicial districts until 

such time as Congress shall have conv emd and had opportunity to 

enact suitable le gislation applicable to the subject or said 

courts shall have been advised that the request of the Department 

ot Justice is Withdrawn. If the Department of Justice Will make 

tbe request suggested it is mare than probable that tha United 

States courts will comply thereWi. th and that the trouble complained 

ot Will, to a great extent at least, be removed. 

Considering the conditions in tbe Choctaw and Chickasaw Na­

tions as they seem to exist, it is believed by this office that 

the United States Indian Agent in the matter of placing minor 
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Choctaw and Chi ckasaw all ottees , if not minor Cherokee allo ttees 

also, in possession of their allotments should not recognize 

guardians appointed by the courts if th3 parents of the minors 

are liv ing , but should place the ~ather, if living , as agent and 

natural guardian of the minor, in possession of the allotment and 

the mother, if the father is dead , as it ill be seen by reference 

to sections 65 and 70 of the Choctaw- Chickasaw supplemental agree­

ment that the father or mother , if citizens , in the order named , 

are empowered to select allotments for their minor children and 

are authorized to accept patents issued for such allotments and 

are by law, to this extent , at least , made the agent of the chi ld 

as well as being the natural guardian . 

If this recoilll'Ienda tion is appr oved by the Department the 

asent should also be instructed not to recognize a le ase contract 

made by a guardian of a Chaeta or Chickasaw minor if the parent 

or parents o~ such minor are living . I respectfully recommend that 

I be authorized to instruct Agent Shoenfelt , in so far a s Choctaw 

and Chickasa minors and their allotments are concerned , as above 

indicated . The course suggested herein is not applicable to the 

Creek Nation as the United States court for the western judicial 

district has held that parents have no right to lease the allot­

ments or their minor children without first being appointed their 

legal guardian or guardians . 

A copy or office letter of August 1, last , r eferred to 

by Agent Shoenrelt , is enclosed . 

a. • • 
P. 

Very re spect:f'Ully , 

. A.Jones 

Commis s1 oner . 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No .l0517 Received Novo4,1904 Office of 
U.S.Indian In~ector, far Indian Territory . · q~hington , Oct .2o, 
1904.Secretary.----Encloses copies of report of Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs and opinion of Assistant Attorney General w.ith 
reference to conditions in Indian Territory examined by Senator 
Stewart.----
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IT ·IS HEREBY 0 RDERED THAT from and af t er this date no 

aertiticate of allot ment be issued for lands awarded to contest­

ants in allotment contest cases in the Choctaw, Chickasaw and 

Cherokee Nations, where there is an outstanding certificate of 

allotment descr i bi ng the tract of land involved in the contest 

proceedings. 

Muskogee, I ndian Ter ritory , 

Qctob er 11 , 1904 . 

4125 

mams Bixby , 

CHAIRMAN . 

T . B. Needles , 

COMMISS IONER. 

c. R. Breckinridge , 

COMMISSIONER . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INr .I:!;Rl OR 1 

~ash ing ton. 

Nov .18 1 1904 . 

The Indian Ins~ ctor of Indian Terri t .ory, 

Muskogee, I . T. 

Sir: 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your communication of 

the 11th inst. and in reply to say that a copy of the Indian Laws 

and Treaties recently compiled by Mr •. Kappler, is forwarded to 

your address by registered mail , for your official use and for 

transmission to your successor in office . 

Very respectfully , 

Thos .Ryan 

Acting Se cretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l0602 Re ceived Nov.2 2,1904 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspec tor ~or Indian Territory . ashington ,Nov . l8 , 1904. 
Seoretary.----Copy of Indian laws and treaties compiled by Mr . 
Kappler has been forwarded.----

\ 



DEP AR'IMENT OF THE INrERI OR , 

I.T.D.3682-1904. 
3840-1904. 

Washington , December 7, 1904. 

L.R.s. 

Mr.Charles O.Shepard, 

c/o UnitedStates Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory, Muskogee,I.T. 

Sir: 

You have this day been appointed and commissioned as a spe­

cial inspector under the provisions of the Indian Appropriation 

Act of' April 21, 1904 {33 Stat., 204) , to assist in placing al­

loitees in the Indian Terri tory in possession of their al lot­

ments, and also to investigate the applic ations by allottees 

of the Five Civilized Tribe s , who ~re of Indian blood , for re­

mo~al of restrictions upon alienation . 

Your salary is fixed at $1,800.00 pe r annum and actual 

necessary traveling expenses , including sleeping-ca r fare, and a 

per diem of 2 in lieu o:f subsistence when on duty in the field , 

payable from the appropriation of $ 30,000 in the Act of Congress 

approved April 21, 1904 (33 stat., 205) , "For t.be purpose of 

placing allottees in the Indian Territory in possessi on of their 

allotments." 

You are directed to report to t.be United States Indian Agent 

for the Union Agency for ~ecific instructions relative to your 

duties and you will be governed accordingly . 

There is enclosed herewith a copy of the regulations govern-

1D6 the application by said allottees. 

Respectfully , 

E .A.Hitchco ck, Secreta ry. 

10110 
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(Endorsed} Union Agency No.l0690 Received De c.lO,l904 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspector, for Indian Territory. ashington, Dec.7,1904. 
secretary .----Enclos es letter to Chas .• o.shepard, ad vi sing him 
ot his appointment a~ Special Indian Inspector and directing him 
to report to Indian Agent f or instructions .• ----



OF TH · INr E OR , 
ash ington . 

ITD-75~8-04 . ecember 20 , 1904 0 

The Uni t e d ' t ates I ndian Inspe ctor , 

Muskogee , I nd . Ter . 

o ir:-

Your r eport of ugust 3 , 1904 , r elative to cert a in 

telephone and t e l egr ap h companies in t~ Indian Ter ri tory 

wh ich have f a il ed to c ompl y with t he r egulati ons of t he apart­

ment UIXler t~ act of arch 3 ,. 1901 , 'las forwarded b y the 

Commissioner of I ndian Affali' s ith his report of ...;ept ember 

14, 1904. Letters of eyen date , instructi ng you f urth r 

oonceming tbe companies referred to in your report have been 

p repa r e d t hi s day . T..be eparimemt considers it necessary 

t ha t al l i ts business ith t.he telep hone and tel gr aph companies 

in t ie Indian Ter ritory, o rati ng under such act, be trans-

acted th r ough yo ur offic • hen furth e r ac tion is r equi d 

respecting ny company r co at i on will be mOO.c by the I ndian 

Office . You wi 11 then be ad vi sed i n t he matter. I t is de sired 

\ 

you deal di re c tly i th t hese companies, c ling upon t hen to comply 

With t~ r equirsnents oft~ epar.im t nd mak i proper i nve sti-

ga tion wher e necessa ry . T s e companies s u ld be ad vi sed t h t 

exch!lllge should be made peyable to t he order of t Commissioner 

at Indian Affa i rs but should be transmi tted thr ugh your office . 

You Will r epo rt to the Department , ri th your recanrnendations , 

thr wgh t 

'Visi ng t 

I ndian Offi c e . A c opy of letter of e ven da t , 

Conunis siomr of Indian Affairs hereof i s enclosed . 
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I't is als o de s i re d t t you f ollo r the rule pr e s cribed t h r ein 

re quiring r ep ort b y separate le tte r in each case . 

Secti on t hr ee of t ~ a c t of ·~arch 3 , 1 01 , su p r a , 

in pa rt as f oll o s :-

o vides 

"Congr e s s reby e xpressl y reserves the right t o regul ate 

tbs tolls , or charges , for t he transmissi on of mess ages ov e r 

any lines constru c t d unde r t m ov isi ons of t his ac t . 

I n o r der to de t ermine 1he t.her reco ndat i ons sh ould be made 

to Congress relative to t he ne cessi ty of some a c t i on in a cco rdance 

Wi t h t.he au t horit y conferred b the pro isi on of la quo t e d 

above it is r e quested t hat you in esti gate care f ully t he t t e r 

ot telephone r a t es charged in t~ Indian Terri tory and t ha t you 

report vhe t~ r , i n your op i nion , t he r a t es ch r te d are r easonabl e 

and hat a cti on , if any , sho ul d be taken c once rn i!'g the m, fu r n i sh­

i ng with yo ur r eport to the Depar 1ment t ~ i nfo ation up on 

whic h your r e canrnendat i ons may be ba s ed . Thi s i nv es t i gat i on i s 

particula r l y de s i r ed i n c cs s vbere t here has been an apparen t 

consolid ati o n , ar me r ging , of compan i e s . 

esp e ctfully, 

Tho s . yan 

cting Se cr etary. 

(Endor sed) Union Agen cy o . lOBOO e cei ed J an 3 , 1905 . Off ice of 
U. s . I ndian I nspector for I ndi. an e r r i t ory • . a sh ing to n , Dec . 20 , 
190'• Secre tary.---- atter of paymen t of damages and t axes by 
'telephone c ompanies place d in char ge of I nspe c tor ; sh ould 
ascerta i n i t r ates cha r ge d re r easo na ble , e t c .----



DIRBCT. 

I.T.D. 13034 
& 12644-1904 . 

DEPAR'.IMENT OF TEE INTERIOR , 

V ashington 

.January 5 , 1905 . 

Unit ed S t ates Indian Inspector 

for Indian Terri tory , Muskogee , Ind . Tar . 

Sir: 

De cember 20 , 1904, you transm.i tted a bond in tm sum of 

$2,000 dated Decem er 3, 1904, executed by Saint Vincent ' s 

Institution for the Insane , a co Ill oration organized and exist­

ing umer the laws of the State af Missour 1 , a:s principal , and 

The Uni ted States Fidelity and Guaranty Company , Bal timore , Md ., 

as surety, in favor of the United States of .AI1:Erica , conditioned 

tar the fa i thful p;~rfarm.ance by said institution af tm stip-

ula tions assu~d in a certain contract , dated De cember 3 , 1904, 

between t~ Secretary of tm Interior and said institution, 

providing for tre care and support of insane persons in Indian 

Terri tor y . Said contract was executed by tm Secretary of the 

Interior De cEI!lber 16 , 1904, of which action you were advised by 

lette r of th3 same date . 

You are inforimd that I have this day approved said bond , 

and t~ same will be retained in the Department as provided in 

s a i d contrac t . 

Respectfully , 

E . A. Hi t chcock . 

.) \ 

ecretary . 
(E!darse d ) Union Agency No.l0830 
Received J'a n.9,1905 Off ic e at U. S . Ind . Inspe c tor for I . T. ashington , 
Jan.5,1905.Secretary.----Approves bond of St. Vincent ' s Institution 
tor I ns ane , i n co nne ction w1 th contract for care of insane .----



DEP ARTME:NT OF THE INrERI OR , 

Washington. 
I.T.D. 12564-1904. January 14 , 1905. 

United States Indian Inspector 

tor Indian Territory , Musk ogee , I . T . 

Sir:. 

The Departmen t is in receipt of your report dated December 

a, 1904, relati ve to legislation required for winding up the 

attairs of t~ Fi ve Civilized Tribes , and making certain recom­

mendations therein , which was forwarded by the Acting Commission­

er of Indian Affairs on December 13 , 1904. 

You are advised that the matter of additional legislation 

has been carefully considered by the Department , and toore are 

inclosed here ith f6r your infonnation a copy of a bill trans­

mitted to tb:l Chairmen of too Committees on Indian Affairs of 

the Senate and House of Representatives on January 9 , 1905 , "To 

create in the Department of the Inter ior a Superintendent of 

Indian Territory Affairs , to define his duties , and for other 

purposes," also a copy of a bill "To provide for the final dispo­

sition of the affairs of the Five Civilized Tribes in the Indian 

Terri tory, and for other purposes , " which was transmitted to the 

Chairmen of said Committees on January 11 , 1905 . 

2 inclosures. 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l0872 Received Office of u •• Ind . Inspector 
tor Ind.Terry.Washington, Jan.l4,1905. Secretary.Rel . to legislation 
looking to 111nding up ot affairs of Five Civilized Tribes; enclose~ 
copies or two billa reo anmended to Chairmen of Indian Committees or 
Bouse and senate . 



DEPARTMENT 

I.T.D. 1676-1905: 

OF THE INTER IOR , 
Wash ington. 

Februa ry 23, 1905. 

United States I ndian In~ector 

for Indian Terri tory ,Muskogee ,I . T. 

Sir: 

Referri ng t o your letter of February B, 1905 , transmitting 

the claim of Dr .Har kins for services rendered during the small 

pox epidemic of 1899-1900 i n the Indian Territory , you are ad­

vised t ha t the Department has acted in accordance with your 

suggestion t hat the matter be again brought to the attention 

of Congress, and has r e co nded that t he fol lowing provision 

be inserted in t he Indian app ropriation a ct , viz : 

"Ten thousand dollars ,. or so much t hereof as may be 

necessary, to be i mmedi ately a vai].able , in t he payment of i nde b­

tedness already incurred , necessarily exp en ded in suppressing the 

spread of small pox i n t he Indian Territory, during the fis cal 

year ended June 30,1900, all accounts to be first carefully 

examined and approved by tbe Secretary of t he Interior as just 

and reasonable before bei ng paid. " 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 
Acting ecretary . 

\ 

(Endorsed) Union .Agency No.lll20 Re ceived Mar.2,1905 Office of u.s . 
Indian In~ector for I nd. Terry. ashington ,Feb . 23 ,1905 . Secretary.---­
Advises has r e commended an appropriation of ~10,000 to pay small 
pox claims.----



DIRECT. 
DEP AR'IMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

Washington . 
I.T.D. 1774-1905 . February 27 , 1905 . 

United States Indian In~ector 

far Indian Terri tory , Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir : 

The Department is in receipt of your communication of Feb­

ruary 13, 1905, relative to certain insane persons , not Indians , 

transported under your supervision from the Indian Terri tory 

to the St. Vincent ' s Institution far the Insane , in St . Louis 

County , Missouri, said persons to be there supported and 

cared for from an ap~ropria tion made by too act of April 28 , 

1904 {33 stat ., 539) . 

T~re ere 23 of these persons , hose names are as follows ; 

Emma Englehardt , 
George Ingle , 
Rebecca Harris , 
Marsh J . Reynolds , 
Ida E . Eppler , 
H. Standifer , 
Henry High , 
Lew1 s Justice , 
Elna. Nelson , 
Annie Lee Perkins , 
Thomas G. Alexander , 
Bessie L . Carter , 

Robert Whinery, 
R. S . Ayers , 
D. A. McDonald , 
Henry Williams , 
John orthen , 
Tille Bachelor , 
Mattie Garland , 
Nancy R. Bolles , 
Sam Patch , 
Bettie McLare , 
illiam I . Moore . 

You report that judicial inquiries have been made in each 

instanoe end that all of said persons have been duly adjudged 

insane by the United tates Courts. You report further that 

these cases have been accumulating sinoe the matter was first 

taken up ; that there is no question but vbat the persons named 

above should be accorded the benefits of the appropriation cited , 

and the. t proper action has been taken as contemplated by the 

inatruotions of the Department ; also t hat each and every one of 

1110& 
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said persons was of tbe very poorest class of people ; that their 

condition in many instances was almost indescribable ; that they 

have been p r ac ti cally without medical attendance and sufficient 

food, and t hat too y had only clothing sufficient to say that they 

were clothed at all . You also report that in all cases where 

possible, pr oof was secured in advance by affidavt ts before the 

matters we re presented to the United States Attorneys , and that in 

those cases where only t he order of t he court is submitted , there 

were no persons , either relatives or friends , sufficiently inter-

es t ed t o furnish any data o In cases of tbe latter kind , the per-

sons were s,imply found to be insane and ,ere taken in charge by 

the officers of the Government . You believe the action t aken 

by your office in every case has been correc t and proper , and 

therefore recomnend that the same be approved . 

The Department has examined the papers subni tted (Sic) by 

you in conne c tion with each of these persons , and finds , so f ar 

as s aid papers disclose , that appropriate action has been taken in 

each case. Your action in the matter is accordingly approved . 

Respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secret ary . 

(Endorse d ) Union Agency No .11126 Received Mar 2 , 1905 Office of U.s . 
Ind ia n Inspector , for Indian Terri tory . asbington ,Feb.27 , 1905 
Secre t ary .----Approves report concerning transporting 23 i nsane 
persons to St. Vincent ' s Institution.----



Land . 
14809- 1905 . 

T~ Honorable , 

De:ra rUne nt of the Inter i or , 

OFFICE OF INDIAN FFAIR ~ , 

Vash ing t on , 
Marc h 7 , 1 905 . 

The Se ere tary ~ t !:e Int e ri or . 

Sir : 

I have tie honor to invite your attention to letter of the 

Indian Insp ect or f ar Indian Territory of ebru ry 18 , refer r i ng 

to Depa rtmenta l l et t er of January 21 , 1905 ( I . T. D. 594- 1905 ) , 

enclosing a clipping from t m Muskogee Phoenix , issue of Jan­

uary 1 , 1905 , r eferring to an oi l lease granted by the Mi ssouri , 

Kansas an d Texas Railroad Company , covering its ri ght of way 

through Kan sas and Indian Terri tory, and directing tOO. the 

make inve s t i ga ti on with referEnce to the al l eged lease , and 

repor t in du p licate . 

Mr . V'ri ght now transmits a letter of e bru ary 18 , from 

Mr. Clifford L. J a ckso n , gener al atmrney of t he Mi ssouri , Kan­

sas ani Texas Rai l way Company for the Indian Terri tory , wi th 

whic h be encloses a cop y of t !:e co nt r a c t made by his roa d wi th 

Messrs . B. P . McDonald and Company of For t Scot t , Kans as , wh ic h 

cont r act Mr . Jacka:>n state s re s been assi gne d by Messrs . McDonal d 

Elld Company to J . B. howalter . Mr . Jackson fur ther says t he 

Supr eme Court of the Unit ed States has 1d that t h e Missouri , 

Kansas and Texas Rail way Compa ny h as a fee f or its ri ght o f way 

1n the Indian Territory. 

0 
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The Inspector returns the clipping and says the copy of 

the oontract 1s self-explanatory. After too matter of the 

leglllity of this contract is considered by tm Department he 

asks to be advised as to any further action it is desired he 

should take in reference thereto . 

The right of way of t!a issour i , Kansas and Texas Rail­

way was acquired under tl:e Act af Congress , approved July 25 , 

1866 (14 Stats ., 236) , entitled , 

An Act granting lams in tbe State of Kansas 

to aid in too construction of the Kansas and Neosho 

Valley Railroad , and its extension to Re d Riv e r , 

and several treaties with tre C.l::erokee , Creek and Choctaw and 

Chickasaw trib es of Indians of 1866 (14 Stats ., ?99-?69-?85). 

Section 6 of the Act of July 25 , 1866 , is as follo s : 

T.ba.t the ri ght of Wf!'J thro~h the public lams 

be, and the same is hereby , granted to said Kansas 

and Neosho Valley Railroad Company , its successors 

and assigns , fort~ construction af a railroad as 

proposed; and the right is hereby given to said 

corporation to take rrom t ,he public lands adjacent 

to the lire of said road mterial. for t.l::e construe-

tion thereof. Said way is gran ted to said rail-

roe.d to the extent of one hundred feet in width on 

each side of said road where it may pass through 

the public doDE.in; also necessary grounds for sta­

tion buildings, work shops , depots , IIE.chire shops , 

sw1. tches, side tracks , t\.U"n tables, and water s ta­

tions. 

T.be Kansas and Neosho Valley Railroo.d mentioned in the 
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Aot referred to is now known as the Missouri , Kansas and Texas 

Rail way Company. 

The line from fybark , Oklahorm. , to Tulsa, known as the 

Missouri , Kansas and Oklahoma Ra ilway was constructed under Act 

of Congress cL March 2, 1899 (30 stats ., 990 ) , and as subse­

quently sold to the Missouri, Kansas and Texas Rai l way Company 

unier t~ Act of Congress of April 21 , 1904 (32 stats . , 240} . 

Article 11 of the treaty between the United States and the 

Cherokee Indians , dated July 19 , 1866 (14 stats ., 799-801}, pro­

vides: 

T~ Crerokee Nation hereby grant a right of 

way not exceeding two hundred feet wide , except 

at stations, switches , ater stations , or crossi~s 

of' rive rs , vbe re more llliY be indispensable to the 

tull en joynEn t of' the franchise re rein granted , 

and then only two hundred additional :feet shall 

be taken, and only for such length as rm.y be ab­

solutely necessary , through all their lands , to 

any company or corporation hich shall be duly 

authorized by Congress to construct a railroad 

from any point north to any point south, and from 

any point east to any point rest of , and whic h rmy 

pass thr- ough , t~ Cherokee Nation . 

Article 5 ar tm treaty between the United States and 

the Creek Nation of June 14 , 1866 ( 14 Stats ., 785) , provides : 

The Creek Nati on hereby grant a right of way tin-ough 

their lams , to t!e Choctaw and Chickasaw country , 

to any oompe.ny which shall be duly authorized by 

Co~ress, and shall , with tre express consent and 
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approbation of t.be Secretary of tre Interior , undertake 

to cons trw t a railroad from any point north 

ot to any point in or south of the Creek country, 

and like wise from any point on their eastern to 

t~ i r western or southern boundary. 

Artie J.a 6 of th3 treaty between too United States and 

t~ Choctaw and Chickasaw Indians of April a3 , l866 (14 Stats ., 

769-771), provides : 

The Choctaws and Chickasaws hereby grant a right of 

way through their lands to any company or compan-

i e s Ybich shall be duly authorized by Congress , 

or by the legislatures of said Nati ons , respect-

i ve1y, md which shall , with too express consent 

and approbation of the Secre tary or the Interior , 

undertake to oonstruct a railroad thro~h the 

Choctaw and Chickasaw Na ti ore from the north to 

the south t hereof , and from tile e as t to too west 

s ide thereof , in accordance with t m provisions of 

tie eighteenth article of tm treaty of June t wenty­

second , ore thousand eight hundred and fifty- five . 

Secti on 1 of t~ Act of Corgress approved arch 2 , 1899 

( 30 s t a t s • , 9 9 0 ) , pr ov ides , 

That a right of way for a railway , telegraph 

and telephone lim through 8Ily _Indian reservation 

in my State or Terri tory, or throue#l any lands 

hel d by an Indian tribe ar nation in Indian Terri­

tor y , ••• is hereby granted to any railroad 

company organized urxler tte laws of the United 

St ates , ar of any State or Terr11nry, which shall 

c omply w1 th t 1'8 pr o vi s1 ons of th 1 s Act and such 
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1aws and regulations as may be prescribed thereunder. 

Mr. Jackson in his letter says the United States Supreme 

Court has held that the Missouri , Kansas and Texas Railw,ay 

Company has a fee simple title t .o its right of way through 

Indian Terri tar y , but unfortunately does not ci te the case 

w~ re such a decision was rend ere d . An examination of the 

reports of tra Suprene Court has been made in this Office , and 

no decision of the character mentioned by him has been dis-

cov ered . In tm absence of knowledge of such a de cision it 

will be assuned for the purpose of a decision in this matter 

thi t Mr. Jackson is mistaken •. 

I .t has been generally ~ ld by the courts of this country 

t~t a railroad company can only acquire a right of way, the 

fee remaining in tm :former owner . It can take nothing from 

t~ soil except for t m purpose of cons true tion . 

to this effect have been rendered as follo s : 

Decisions 

16 N. Y. 1; 38 Iowa 316 ; 59 Penn . 290; 50 Mo . 496; 2 

Gray 574; 20 Barb 644 ; 34 N. H. 282 ; 16 Ill . 198 . 

It has also been held that a deed which in tenns conveyed 

a "right of way" Will be oold to pass an easement only. 

Cincinnati, etc. R. R. Co . v. Geisel 119 Ind . 

77; Brown v . Young 61 Iowa 625; Blakeley v . Chicago 

etc., R. R. Co . 46 Neb . 272 . 

In some cases it bas been beld that the company only 

aoquired an easement evan though the deed purports to convey 

a fee , as witness Choteau v. Mo . Pac . R. R. Co . 122 o . 375 . 

In general a railroad right of way acquired by grant may be 

put to any use which is essential or advantageous to tra 

proper operation of the road , but it can not be used for other 
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tba.n railroad purposes cr inanymanmr in c ons i stentwi th the 

terms of tre grant. 

Ill.Cent. R. R. Co . v. Chiea , 141 Ill . 509 ; 

Calcasieu Lumber Co . v. Harris ?? Tex.l8 ; rysar 

v. Lake Er ie, etc . R. R. Co . 143 Im . 6. 

Many ot he:r ci tation.s could be g iven Wl.ich are in con­

tlic t 1 th t re attitude of the railway company in this case , 

but it is deemed t m t such s have been re rein set out are 

sufficient to indicate tre attitude of tre aourts on the cases 

involved. Too DepartmEnt on Navanber , 1903 (32 Land Decis-

ions 304) under l aw ' t m phraseology of which is not identical 

with too l aws und er vbich trese r a ilroad lines were constructed , 

but mere tm variance is not of such ch a racter as to e s tablish 

a different rule , held that the Kansas and Arkansas Vallay Rail­

road Company acquired nothi rut an easement un:ler tm Acts of 

Congress ot June 1 , 1886 (24 Stats ., 73) , February 24 , 1891 (26 

Stats., ?83), and Jum 6 , 1894 (28 tats., 86) . The r ailroad 

com:pe.nie s are not chartered i th tbe intention that they should 

acqUire anything more then an easement in ti:e lmds occupied by 

tbem. It is not intended fua t they should engage in any other 

businass 'tilan tm t of transportation . In fact , the laws o:f 

most of t.be St ates Jrohibit their engaging in other lines of 

busim ss. It is unnecessary to dis cuss the many reasons which 

are t~ basis of this attitude of the various St ates , as they 

are self-evident. Under the laws authorizing ti:e construction 

at these li:te s of r a ilroads, the c ompany acquired no right to 

anr oil that may underlie tie right of way , and the company in 

granting a lease tbr the production of oil on its ri ght of way 
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violated the terms under which it occupies tile lands in Indian 

Territory and the right s of the Indians • Unless it is restr-

e.ined from c arrying to completion this contract , it will greatly 

injure t he al l ottees along its line , and I therefore recollllOOnd 

t ha t t~ matter be brought to tm attention of the Indian In­

s pector for Indian Territory , and t.bat he be inStructed to take 

i mmediate steps in case ar an attempt bei~ made to bore wells 

upon t he right of way or g rounds occupied. under this contract 

between the rai lxoad company and McDonald and Company, now in 

t he hands of Showalter , to c ause the Unit,ed St ates District t ­

torney to s~ out en injunction and prosecute the case to a fin-

ality. 

Very respectfully , 

C. F . Larrabee , 

EBH- wmv Acting Commissioner . 

(En dorsed) Union Agency No .~3JO Received Mar . 31 , 1905 Office 
o"t u . s . Indian In~ector for Indian Territory . ashington , Mar . 28 , 
1905.Secr etary.----Rel _ to oil lease executed by M. K. & T. Ry . 
co., coveri~ its right of way in Im . Ter ; should request u . s . 
Attorney t o take action in c.ourt ; encloses copy of opinion of 
Asst. Attorney- General relative to validity of same.----



DEPARTMENT OF THE INrER IOR, 

United States Indian Service , 

UNION AGENCY. 

MuSkogee , Ind. Ter ., March 18 , 1905 . 

The Honorable , 

Sir : 

The Secretary of tm Interior , 

lashing ton , D. C. 

In the oourse of our investi gation of the affairs of 

Union Agency , the matter of the management of that part of 

the work under wh a t is knov.n as the "Revenue Inspector's divi­

sion" has been bro~ht to our attention , and , upon careful 

inquiry , we deem it adVisable to make a special report on the 

subject . 

This division ha s the collection of stock and grazi ng taxes , 

as follows : 

Chickasaw Na tion , ca ttle , hor ses and mules 25¢ each ; 
sheep 5 e a ch . (2 hor ses , 2 cows and 2 ca lves 
exempt . 

Choctaw Na tion , cattle only , 20¢ each . (No exemption} 
Creek Nation , grazing t a x of 15¢ per acre on the 
public domain . 
Cherokee Nation , graz i ng tax of 15¢ per acre on the 
public domain and 1 . 00 per head on unaut horized 
stock . 

To conduct this work there are employed : A revenue in­
spector at a sal.e.ry of ..,2 , 000 . 00 per year , 2 . 00 per diem in 

l ieu of subsistence and traveling expenses ; a ste nographer at 

tl , ooo . oo per year ; nine district r evenue inspe ctors at 75 . 00 

per month each and traveling eJq> en ses; in addition to Indian 

police , detailed :from time to tine , to assi st in ejecting stock . 

usa 
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The revenue inspector and stenogr apher have an office in 

t he Agency building at Muskogee and spend practically all their 

t ime there , receiVi ng reports of tre distri ct inspectors in 

the f i eld , sending out instructions , circulars , blanks , etc . 

Heretofore tm district i nspe ctor s have heen detailed as 

f ol l O\VS ! Chick asaw Nation, four men ; Choctaw Nation , t hree 

men ; Creek Nation, one ; Cherokee Nation , one ; Total , nine . 

Within the past week the number i n the Chickasaw has been re ­

duced to three . 

The receipts from the se taxes and cost of making collect-

i ons on a ccount of same , far periods indicated ,. are as follows : 

CHOC TA ~ NATION . 

Receipts , May 1st , 1904 , to March 1st , 1905 •••• • • 24 , 050 . 50 
Cost of collecting this amount , ....... ... ........ 7 , 250 . 1? 

Net pr oceeds , •••••••••• $16 ,806 . 33 

CHICKASA~ NATION. 
Recei pts far fis cal year , 1904 , ••• • •••••••••••••• $ 23 , 225 . 53 
Cost ot collecting this amount , ••••••• •••• • • •• • •• 8 , 293 . 22 

Net proceeds , • • ••• • ••• • 14 , 932 . 31 

Receipts from July 1st , 1904 , to March 1st , 1905 . 15 , 187 . ?0 
Cost of oolle cting t his amount ,.. . ............... 6 , 927 . 23 

Net proceeds , •••••••••• $ 8 , 260 . 47 

CREEK NATION 

Receipts for fiscal year , 1904, ••••••••••••••••• • $11 , 361 .85 
Cost ofcollecting same , ••••••••••••••••• • • • •••••• 1 , 176 , 14 

Net proceeds , •••••••••• $10 , 185 .71 

Re ceipts , July 1 , 1904 , to March l s t , 1905 , ••••• • 2 , 370 , 75 
Cost of co lle cti ng this amount ,.......... . .. . • • • • 619 . 18 

Net proceeds , •••••••••• $ 1 , 751 . 57 

CHEROKEE NATION. 

Receipts for fiscal year , 1904 , (hay royalty) •••• $ 1 , 676 . 81 
Receipts far fiscal year , 1904 , (cattle tax ) •••• • -n----=--"':'4~1-,:5-=-•...,5-:-0-

Total , ••••••••••• • • • ••• $ 2 , 092 . 31 
Cost at collect i ng this amount , •••••••• • ••••••••• 1 , 221 . 98 
Receipts (Cattl e tax) July 1 , 1904 to 870 . 33 

March 1st , 1905 , •••••••••• 2 , 755 . 20 
Cost at collecting this amount , •••••••••• • • • •• • •• 2 , 270 . 91 

Net proceeds ,..... . .... 484 . 29 
ll.S&O 
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{The revenue inspector states that the principal e:x;pense 

1n the Che ro kee Nati on was incurred in ejecting trespassing 

cattle .} 

It will be s e en , therefore , that the eost of collecting 

these t axe s fo·r twenty months pest , amounting to a total of 

$81,043 . 8 4, has been $ 27 , ?58 . 83 or 34 per cent . In the Choc­

taw and Chickasaw Nations , for the same p3riod (too figures on 

all months not obtainable) the collectinns have been 62 , 463. 73 , 

a t a co s t of 22 , 470 . 62 or 36 per cent . 

The revenue inspector reports taxes for 1904 uncollected 

on 5,88 1 head of horses and cattle in the Chickasaw Nation and 

5,286 he ad in tm Choctaw Nation. (Data furnished by the revenue 

inspector on all matters r e ferred to herein accompanying this 

r eport.) 

It h8. s appeared to us that the cost of this se rVio e is 

ex.cessi ve and should be i nnnedi a tel y curtailed, not alone for the 

reason t hat ttlere seems to be too many persons employed to do 

this work, but that so much supervision is unnecessary . 

, e are co nf i dent this rosiness can be handled just as satis­

f actorily as at present if under the illllOOdiate direction of the 

u . s .Indian I nspe c tor far Indian Territory, dispensing: with the 

services of t he Chief revenw inspector . As the Chief revenue 

inspectort s salary and traveling expenses average $2850 . 00 per 

year, t his amount would be entirely saved . fe further are of 

t~ op i n i on that instead of nim district revenue inspectors , at 

s a lari es of 75 . 00 per month each and traveling expenses , aver­

ag ing $108.70 e ach , six men would do the work , if properly super -

Yiaed. Thi s would result in a saving of ~ ·6 , 613 . 20 per year or 
... f"' - ' 

a total at .g ,463. 20 annually . 
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We lt>uld, therefore , recormrend that the. positions of the 

revenue inspector and of three district revenue inspectors be 

abolished, to take effect April 1st , 1905 . 

{P) 

Very respectfully , 

.Jas . E . Jenkins 

Insrector 

Cyrus Beede 

Inspector . 

· I respectfully coreur in the above suggestions and recom-

mendations. It would be necessary to .have a competent ~ 

c~erk in my office at $100 per mo . in lieu of present stenographe r . 

J . Geo . right , 

U. S . Indien Inspector 

for Indi. an Terri t ory. 

(End orsed) Union Agency No . ll320 Received Apr,3,1905 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector f'or Indian Territory. Vashington , Mar , 31 , 
l905.Commissioner .----Returns report of Inspe ctors Jenkins and 
.Bee"-e, the reconnne ndati on that office af Revenue Inspector and 
three distric t Inspectors be abolished being concurred in by 
Departm.en t; should report names and dates persons hose services 
are discontinued.----



April 1 , 1905 . 

List of applicants for appointment on Police force of Union 

Agency, Indi8Il Territory f ran April 1 , 1905 . 

Nicholas M. Woolridge, Ardmore , I . T., recomnanded by Colonel 

Wm .M.Cravens--(Said to have once been a drinki ng man). 

Robert Patterson, Krebbs , I . T., Re commended highly for Mo rrison's 

place, by A1t McCay and Richard est . 

Clem Rogers, Claremore , Recommended by Chie t Rogers . 

Forbis Manning , Caddo , I . T. Refers to Captain Chas . Leflore , 

LimestOne Gap; S . J .Homer, Caddo ; Alf cCay, cAlester , 

and o the r prominent men . 

Claude s . he lton , Vinita , I . T. Recommend ed by Captain est . 

James A. Nonna.n , Muskoge , I . T. (States recommended by Congress­

man Curtis .) 

Andrew J . MilJ.t,r, Tahlequah , I . T. 

J.W.Conser, Heavener, I . T. (Refers to Gov. McCurtain George 

Scott, • • Folsom , and any others asked for.) 

Slack Brown, oodville, I . T. (Desires ill Kaney ' s place . Does 

not write ell .) 

M. T. Campbell, Chickasha , I . T. (Pe tition signed by R. ~nd , 

E . s . Burney, and ot~rs . ). 

Houstin est, (Cherokee freedman) Ro land , I . T. (Numerously 

signed petition.) 

Andrew J. Alberty, Stilwell , I . T. (Numerously signed petition. ) 

C:Jl"UB B. ard , Bokoshe , I. T. (Numerously signed petition) 

Robert B. Bean, Tahlequah, I. T. 

c. A. Vann, santown, I. T. 

J•es L. al~r, Dewey , I.T. (NUmerously signed peti t1on .) 

(Indian Police-no number). 
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Da~d M. Lee, Muldrow, I . T . (Refers to Leo . E . Bennett , D. M. 

Wisdom, F . B. Fite, w. H. Darrough , P •. L. Sope r , and 

Jemes Huc.kle berry . Numerously signed petition . ) 

Adam Wilkins, Howe, I . T . (Will submit petition if necessary} 

~o F. Webb, Ardmore, I . T . (Recommended by B. H. Colbert . ) 

J. w. White, Hartshorna , I . T. (Signed petition , also two 

letters of recommendation from Chief of Choctaw Nation . ) 

Isriael Gardner, Lenton , I . T. 

w. L. Parker, Cornish , I . T . (Can furnish endorsements . } 

J. c. McCurtain , Enville , I . T . 

William E . Tucker , Stringtown, I . T. (Can furnish references . 

Letter at recommendati on by Chief of Choctaw Nation. ) 

Stephen Coop r, Hartshorne , I . T . (Numerously signed petition) 

R. B. Stana , Stilwell , I . T. 

Joe D. McCoy , Emet , I . T . (Refers to Gov . Johnston . ) 

David Bruner, HoldenVille , I . T . (Recommended by John A. Jacobs 

and ot.t.rs for appointment in LeWis Hardage ' plac , mom 

they desire r moved . ) 

R. :u:. haley, Brush Hill , I. T. (Recommended by Cheesie Mcintosh . 

LiTes off of railroad . } 

R. L. Pierce, .Antlers , I . T . (Submits 1 tters ef reco mme nda­

tion of John G. Farrand Paul C. Harris .) 

Lorn D. Dukes, Talihina , I. T. {Refers to Green McCurtain. ) 

Tta H. Proctor, Holdenville , I . T. {NUmerously signed petition. 

ill furnish letters of r eference if desired.) 

George w. Stidham, Checotah , I . T. {Recommended by M. L. Mott , 

P. Porter , and others .) 

(Indian Police- no number} . 
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Robert o. Sumter, Atoka , I . T. (Deputy sheriff Atoka Co . Can 

furnish references. Has assisted policemen expel cattle .) 
I 

Eas1man Kaney, Isom Springs , I . T. 

L. F. Parker, Vinita , I . T. Requests policeman be appointed to 

assist Principal Chief , etc . 

R. c. Krebbs, Nebo , I . T. 

Anderson Lowery, MUskogee , I . T. (Recommended by N. A. Gibson 

and others.) 

o. M. Krebbs, Durant , I . T. ( illing to go anywhere .) 

William P. Chandler , Tahlequ h , I . T. (Recommended by John H. 

Pitchford, and ot~rs . ) 

ill T. alker , Indianola, I . T. (Can furnish references .) 

Thos. B. Downing , Tahlequah , I . T. (Wants to be located at 

Pryor Creek . Refers to Ex- Chief Mayes , and others promin­

ent.) 

Georg uin ton, Bunch , I . T ~ (Numerously signed petition. ) 

Samuel Foreman, Tahlequah, I. T. (Refers to Major Breclcenridg 

and Chie r Rogers .) 

Ruol F. Taylor, Durant , I . T. (Recommended by • D. Lester .) 

(Forwards petition.) 

Edward T. Newcomb , Nowata , I . T. {Delaware. Has served in u. s . 

Arllly ,-Hlavalry )-

Edward A. Trent, Valeda, Kansas . 

~ R. Boone, Muskogee , I . T. {Endorsed by E. H. Hubbard and 

Chiet Porter.) 

BdWin T. Dwight, Boswell , I. T. {Recommended by T. w. Hunter. ) 

(Indian Police-no number). 
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R. L. Turnbull, Boswell , I . T. (Recommended by T. w. Hunter and 

H.L. Sanguin.) 

w. s . Gardner, Bokchito , I. T. (Petition to s~port his ~plica­

tion.) 

Peter J. Wilson , Coalgate , I . T. (Application and petition, 

refers to Gov. Johnston . ) 

w.m.Burns, Fort Smith, Arkansas . (Application . ) 

Rural Bee, Tishomingo , I . T. {Letter of reoommendation from 

Gov. Johns ton . ) 

Robert Turnull , Tishomingo , I . T. {Letter of recommendation 

tr(D Gov . Johnston .) 

Daniel P . illiems , Bennington, I . T. (Application) 

Frank B. Anderson , P. o. Box 51 , Blue , I . T. {Application and 

numerously signed petition.) 

Solomon L. Owens, apanucka , I . T. (Application. ) 

Samuel Sanders , Proctor , I . T. (Application.) 

Isaac Impson, Ada, I . T. (Application , and recommendation by 

various Chickasaw citizens .) 

John F. Fulsom, Fort Gibson , I . T. (Recommendation of J . • 

Hold n.) 

Ward Folsom, Dixie, I . T. (Recommended by B. H. Colbert) 

(Application.) 

' Lee Silmon, Krebbs , I. T. (Application). 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .-----(no number) --Indian Police----List 
ot applicants tor appointment on Police Force ot Union Agency, 
Indian Territory, tram April 1 , 1905.-~--
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Authy. - 93700 

Enclosures . 

DEP AR'IMENT OF 'mE INTER! CE , 

Of fic e of Indian Affairs , 

· ashing ton . 
Aprril ?', 1905 • 

u.s.Indian Inspector f ar Indian Territory , 

Muscogee , Indian Te rri tory . 

Sir: 

Refe rri ng to your oommunication of March 13\th , 1905 , re com­

mending t hat t he Su~rintende:nt of Schools in Indian Territory 

be des.i gnat ed to make all payrrents in connection with the schools 

in India n Ter ri tory instead of too U . S . Ind ian Agent , you are ad­

vised th at your c ommunication i th accompanying papers was sub­

mitted to the Depar1ment w1 th tte recoiilil:Bndati on 

That .John D. Benedict , Supe ri ntement of Schoo ls in Indian 

Territory, be desi gnated as a Special Disbursing gent and be 

required to gi ve bond in the sum of '75 , 000 far tre faithrul per-

farmance of his duties as such Supe rint.en:lent of Schools in In-

dian Terri tor y and Spe cial Di sbursing Agent ; the. t tm United 

States Ini ian Agent a t Union Agency be au thor ized and directed 

to transfe r t o ruch Superintendent all property carried on his 

property returns belongi ng to such s chools in Indian Territory ; 

and a lso th a t all di sbursemants now n:mde by the u . S . Indian 

Agent, Union Agency, I ndian Terri t ory , in connection with the 

schools in Imian Territcry shall .hereaf t er be made by too Sup­

erintendent or Schools i n Indian Territ ory and that such Superin­

tendent be authori ze d to employ two sui table clerks , e a ch a t a 

sal.ary at 'tf l,OOO per annum, 1o perform t te ne cessary clerical 

work in connection w1 t h such du t ies payable from the appropria­

tion at $150,000 for tie s trengthening , main t enance , etc. of the 

11364 
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Schools in Ind 1a n Territory ; That the United States Indian 

Agent far Union Agency be a dvi.s ed t~ t all school. warren ts here ­

after drawn by tribal authorities of tm . severfll nations shall 

be submitted to th3 Supe ri nten dent af Schools for paym:tnt and not 

to said Ini ian Agent ; that the United States Indian Inspector be 

directed to notify the tribal officers accordingly t.hat the 

Su~rintendent of Schools in Indian Territory Will perform all. 

t~ duties appertaini~ to tbe paymnt of any and all indebted­

mss h3rea f ter to be incurred arising out of school matters 

among t~ Five Civilized Tribes in Indian Terri tory , which has· 

~retofare bee n perfom.ed by the said United States Indian Agent , 

under the same rules and reeMlations applicable to him ; that 

the foregoing order go into effect and be operative from and 

after t he first of July , 1905 , provided the said Superintendent 

or Schools .has made end filed tle bond , as required in said order . 

Under date o~ April 5th, 1905 , the above recommendations 

were approved , to take effect July 1st , 1906. 

John D. Benediet , in a separate communication , was designated 

as a special disbursing agent and required to file a $75,000 

bom on July lst , 1905 , full instructions concerning which ill 

be forwarded to you in another communication . 

TlVO copies of this communication are herewith enclosed, 

which you wJ.ll deliver respectively to t~ Superintendent of 

Schools in Indian Territory and to the United States Indian Agent . 

Acknowledge recei pt of this letter. 

J.H.D.(P) 

Very respectfully , 

c . F . Larrabee , 

Acting Commissioner . 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No .ll364 Received Apr .10,1905 Office 
at · U .s.Indian , Inspector, f or Indian. Territory .v ashington, 
Apr.7,1905.Commissioner.----John D.Benedict, Supt.of Sc'hools, 
de signa ted disbursing agent to pay all expenses in connection 
with schools, to t a ke effect July 1 , 1905 , instead of Indian 
Agent.----



April 10, 1905 

ROBERT OWEN' S STATEMENT--

l\1E~ OR.ANDUM : FOR R VING RESTRI CTIONS . 

First; it is to the i n t eres t of t he l an d h olding cla s s . 

The pr esent r e strict i ons wh i ch vary in each t r i be ope rate 

to prevent competition . 

It prevents farme rs buying dire ct and limit s the buying 

to a small number wh o ar expert in the rules and regulat ions 

of the Interior Dep artment and ha ve t ime to ait the proce s se s 

necessary to acquire t i t .l e . 

Cutting off compe·ti tion b rings t he smal l es t pos s i ble 

price to t n, vendor . 

The restrictions do not pr e vent s ale but do cut off competi-

tion. 

Every Indian in Ind:i an Terri t or y i s a ci t i zen of t he Uni t ed 

States ith all of t he ri gh ts , privilege s and immunities of 

such (31 Stats . 144?}. 

The United Stat e s i s truste e ith a ut horit y to distri bute 

tri bel property . It ha s no right of gu ardiw. sh i p over t hese 

United States citizens and cannot control property ves t e d in t hem 

individually. 

The Supreme Court , April lOth, 19.05, Heff ca se , { 197 U.s. 

490) decided t~ t t~ gen e ral g overnment in granting citizenship 

to an Indian cannot s e t a side t~ emanc1pati on from federa l con-

'trol 1Ji tbout the Indian's consent. That the grant of citi zen shi p 

temina tes the wardship of t~ citizen Im ian and t.ba t the Go vern­

•m cannot reassume the right of guardianship which it has 

a~. 

(J 
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abandoned . 

In the e ase of allace vs . Adams , (U. S . Circuit Court of 

Appeals of t~ Eighth Cir cui t on February 21st , 1906 , dec l ared 

that the allotment c ertificate rhen issued by the Dares Commis­

sion dec ides the questi on tha t the party to whom it is sues is 

entit l ed to t ~ lard and it i s a conveyance of the right to this 

title to the al lottee and said ,, "But the lm.ds in controve rsy 

bave been al lotted to t ~ plaint i ffs below . They are no longer 

the property of tbe tribes . 'l The 1 md in questi on was in the 

Choctaw country , In t~ Cherokee country , the al l otn:ent act 

declares the certif i cate of all otment shal l be conclusive evidence 

or title and the allotment of this country i s s,ubstantially 

concluded . 

Co~ress has , therefore , no right t o impose restr ic tion 

and the restrictions rn ich have b een. imposed , do not prevent 

sale but merely bri:rg the ve dor l ess money and gives the v ndee 

a clouded title . 

The restrictions do not pr otect ev n incompe tent Indian , 

because even an incompetent Ind. ian ho wants money wi 11 sell 

this title and give all sorts of _:p3rsonal guarantees and security 

to the vendee . uc h a vender being i n competent ould have neither 

tbe capacity nor the disposition to go into court to set as ide 

the title of his vendee . He ould ha. ve no chance of · recovery 

in a loc al oourt ri1ere t~ prejudices of the jury ould be 

over h.elmingly agains t him and mere he ould be in t re 

unenviable attitude o f asking t.re court to set aside h is warranty 

4eed whi le be had in h i s pocket the purchase money of t~ vendee . 

The present ~w tenninates the restriction on a certain 

tille running from t~ date of t be patent . This date is obscure 

845• 
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and unknown to an y except the experts who are posted and therefore 

"WOuld op erate to the disadvantage of the citizen Indian who was 

willing to observe the restrict i ons imposed upon his title . 

The restric t ions are imposed on tm theory of incompetency . 

Yet the Five Tribes especially the half - br eeds , are the mos t 

intelligent people af I ndian blood in the c ivilized orld . They 

are educa ted, i n telligent , refined . eople who need no guardian­

ship and to whom t he pretense of guardianship is od i ous and deeply 

obnoxious. They have ~d their own schools, conducted by their 

om people for seventy- five y ars . The Choctaws have one hundred 

and sixty sch oo l s f or about sixteen th ousand people ; a condition 

which few states could equal . These restrictions have been 

i mposed upon these people in en masse and. yet th Indian bill for 

years have been removing restrictions from fUll blood indians all 

over tn, United t ates and does so in this present bill in t enty 

places. 

Removing the restrictions would only release a comparativel 

small part of Indian Terri tory l ands f or sale . In the Cherokee 

Nation far example , three- fifths of ti:e l and is held by minors 

and could not be ld except through the order of the probate 

court and pr ctically none of t his land is being sold . Of the 

remaining two - fif.ths , nearly one - fifty is homestead lam , not 

alienable for t enty-one years . Of tte r maining one- fifty 

oTer half of such lam will not be of' f'ered for sale because 

actually occu p ied and cultivated by the lam holding class for 

f sn ily use. The a dult Indians natur ally sel ctin.g t ir own 

allotments on the best improv d propert y. o that , probably 

not OYer ten per cent of such lands v.ould be offered for sal e 

845. 
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under the proposed r emoval of restr ic tions . 

In Choctaw Chickasaw Nati on the adult c i tizens i s r equir e d 

to r e tain a home stead of one hundred and s ixty a cr es . a ch 

:f'amily o:f' five persons ould have t e lve hundr ed and eighty acres 

of ave rage lan d h i ch i s not alienable and rould not be al i enable 

even if this prov i sion .passed. Tre policy of tte United S tates 

allows one hundred and sixty cres to each family as a homestead 

but here rfe have eight ti~ s as much reserve d for tm family even 

if this item passed . If this item passed the tot amount hich 

the average family could sell ould be three hundred and thirty 

ac re s v.h ich they could prof' itably do using th . proceeds for the 

improv em en t of t he remai nde r . 

County i mpr ovement must depend upon county t axes . In Okla-

homa. when i t firs t as open ed to settlement all t~ land VTa s 

homestead land and not taxabl • The r c sul t was ru i nous to the 

towns end no su bstan ti ['ogr ess as made until t.OO county l ands 

were t axabl e . It is better for citizen Indians Tho o n all of 

the land s and ho ill be the direct benef ic i ary of county improve-

nents and hose lands ill i ncrease in val in direct proportion 

as tbe cou nty roa ds are built , bridges provided , and t he other 

conv enience s of civi l ized life afforded . He should be willing to 

pa y a f air tax far such improvements and should be re qu ir d as a 

matter of c mon sen se and a s a matter of commo n decency to pay 

his pr oper pr opor ti on of t te expense of government . If he does 

not do it h i s hite ne i ghbors i l l find a means for r eprisal. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 845 . Relative---Rob ert Owen ' s S t atement , 
:regard! :ng MEMORANDUM : FOR R • ~ IN} T I CTI ~. . ----



I.T.D.4084 
& 400o-l905. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

~ashington . 

April 22,1905. 

United States Indian Inspector for 

Ind. ian Terri tory , .Muskogee ,Ind . Ter . 

Sir: 

The Department is in r ece i pt of your co mmuni ca t ion of March 

24,1905, in which you refer to departmental letter of February 9 , 

1905, directing you to investigate and make report as to the 

best manner of expediting the consideration of leases pending i n 

the office of the Indian Agent at Uni on Agency. You i nvi te 

attention to t he pap ers accompanying the lease from John E .Etter , 

guardian of Leonard A.Et ter, to the Big Injun Oil and Gas Com­

pany, and enumerate and de-s:crib-e the papers. 

It appears that 21 eparate papers accompany said lease , and 

you e xpress the belief that considerati on of the leases will be 

facilitated by r educi ng the number of papers , eliminating certain 

ones not believed to be necessary , and reducing and consolidating 

the form of others re quired . You suggest that instructions be 

given that the papers to accompany leases made With a corporat ion 

and a guardian be as set out in your report. You also suggest 

that where the lessee is an individual certain papers be re quired 

as sat forth in your communicati on . 

Reporting April 15 , 1905, the Indian Office concurs substan­

tially in your views. 

You make the statement, among others -

•1n view or the recent regulation, as contained in 

ll4r71 
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Departmental telegram of March 20 , 1905 , requiring all lessees 

to drill at least one well during the first year from the date 

of the approval of the bond , and also requiring a showing that 

the lease is not made for speculation, and is taken in good faith , 

it is not exactly clear whether the 5 , 000 deposit in connection 

with ~ach le ase is still requir~d . At the time I recommended 
I 

that the regulations be changed to re quire one well to be drilled 

Within one year , I also suggested that if this as required , the 

cash deposit for operations could e reduced . " 

In co nnection with this mat ter t he Indian Office reports 

that -

"It is the understanding of this office that the attitude 

of the Department , at present is , and too amendment to the regu­

lations of March ro , is intended to co nvey tbe idea , that an 

individual, a f irm, or a corp orat ion, after once having made a 

satisfactory showing to the Department of resources to justify 

tbe conclusion that the lessee is able to carry out all finan­

cial engagements , that a separate showing of 5 , 000 on hand for 

each lease will not be required , nor will any subsequent showing 

be required unless called for , " 

presumable by the Department . 

Tbe rule requiring a showing of 5 , 000 available for the 

development of the lands covered by each lease was superseded 

by the following paragraph of tbe amendments of March 20 , 1905 , 

"YiZ: 

"Lessees who have leases now pending in the Union 

Agencr , and those who may hereafter submit leases , shall each be 

:required to make a satisfact((i!'j showing to too Department that 
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said le ssees have taken said leases in good faith for the purpose 

of mining oil , and not for ~eculation and resale , and that they 

have the busine~s capacity and financial ab ility to perform all 

the requirements specified in said leases ;" 

nor will any ~plicant necessarily be required to make such show­

ing of $5,000 or of any other ~ecific amount available for the 

development of t he lands leased , the purpose of sai d paragraph 

being, not to make a cast iron rule as to the financial showing, 

to be applied in each case , but to require applicants to estab­

lish, to the satisfaction of the Department , " their business 

capacity and financial ability to perform all the requirements" 

specified in such leases as tmy may submit , and to show that 

the leases are taken in good faith "for the purpose of mining oil . " 

It , in any case, t he showing required by said paragraph 

shall be deemed insufficient , or if good faith in the matter of 

developing lands has not been shown concerning leases theretofore 

approved to any lessee , the Department will of course request 

the applicant to submit such further showing as may be required , 

or Will request that such lessee submit a satisfactory explana­

tion as to his lack of good fait h in connection with such approved 

leases,before the a dditional leases will be approved . 

The Depar-Qnen t also concurs in your views as to the papers 

that should accompany leases , except as herein modified , and the 

Commissioner of In6ian Affairs is requested this day to advise 

the Agent in accordance herewith. 

The torm accompanying your letter , entitled "Evidence s how­

ing authority of orficers to execute leases , bond and accompany­

ing papers" is considered sufficient to accomplish the purpose 

tor which it is intended. 
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A copy or the report or t~ Indian Off ice is herewith 

inclosed. 

1 inclosure. 

Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan 

Ac t i ng Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .ll4?9 Received Ma y 1 ,1905 Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector f or Indian Territory. ashing to n , Apr . 22 , 1905. 
Secretary.----Approves r eport as to reducing number of pap ers 
accompanying oil leases; depos i t of 5 , 000 not now re quire d .----



DEPA R T MEN T O F THE INTERIOR 

2688-1905 
!Dd. Ter .Div. 

The Seore tary 

or t bs Interior. 

Sir: 

ashi~ton . 

Apr il 2 5,1905. 

The Indian Inspector for Indian Territory has recommended 

t~t the Departmant issue instructions that no appli cations 

far tba removal of restrictions upon t ~ alienation of lands 

or allottees of the F iv e Civilized Tribes be a c ted upon until 

final deed has been is sued. The Commissicner of Indian Affairs , 

in submitting the ma.t ter, says it has been before th:3 Depart­

ant on several occasions and applic ati ons for removal of 

restricticns have been approv e d before the right of the allottee 

has been finally :fixed and before the co ntest period has expired . 

He further e:x;pre sses a doubt whether tlle construction placed 

upon t~ opinion of t his office of May 10 , 1904, in departmental 

letter or Febru ary 16 , 1905, intra case of Thomas A. Chandl .er , 

1a entirely justified. The letter of the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs is r e fe rre d for my opinion . 

The act of April 21 , 1905 (e 33 Stat.,l89 , 204) provides: 

ADd all tat restrictions upon the alienation of lam s of all 

allottees of either of the Five Civilized Tribes of Imians 

who are not ot Imian blood, except minors , are , except as to 

holllesteads, .hereby removed, and all re strictions upon the 

11.556 
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alienat1on of all other allottees of said tribes , except minors, 

end except as to hone steads , may , With t~ approval of the 

Secretary of the Interior , be removed under such rules and 

regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe, 

upon application to t~ United St a tes Indian agent at the Union 

Agency in charge of tbe Five Civilized Tribes , if said agent is 

satisfied upon a full investi gation of each imividual case that 

such removal of restrictions is for the best interest of said 

allottee. The finding of the United tates Indian agent and the 

approval of the Secretary of the Interior shall be in writing 

and shall be recorded in too s manne r as pa tent,s :for 1a. nds 

are recorded. 

The opinion af May 10,1904, was rendered in re sponse to 

a request for advice whe t.be r certain reg ulations prepared under 

the law of April 21 , 1904, should be approved . In the depart­

mental letter of February 16, 19 05, a part ion of said opinion 

was quoted as follows : 

It was evidently presumd that allottees not of Indian 

blood were capable of managing their own affairs and con trolling 

their lands free of overs:iigh t by the Interior Department , and 

intended that allottees of Indian blood who are able to satis­

factorily establish their ability to mmage their own affairs 

should be declared relieved of control by too Interior Depart-

ment in respect of the sale of their l ands . If this be the pur-

art and effect of tie law too re@llations should be formulated 

With a 'Yi ew at ascertaining the abi:J,i ty or the a llottee to proper­

ly protect his interests am not for too purpose of detennining 

11556 
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whether a sa1e or a specified tract would llle advantageous . 

I:rmrediately following this quota tion is is (Sic) said: 

The Department bas therefore approved applications for re­

moTa! or restrictions , umer t~ act of Apr il 21 , 1904, re gard­

less of whetm r t ~ contest period had expired , and it is not 

considered advisable to issue the instructions sug gest ed by the 

acting insp:3 ctar . 

The question as to whether restrictions should be removed 

from a manber of om of these trib.es befor e his right t o lands 

sel.ected by him as an allotmnt d becom finally fixed was 

hot presented or discus sed in said opinion . Nei tm r auld the 

Departtnent in approvi~ an application for removal of restrict­

ions necessarily d ecide that the applicant 's ri ght to the land 

sele oted by him had been finally detenn ined . The law removing 

restrictions upon alienation of the lands of allottees not of 

Indian blood did not purport to confirm any selection nor can 

it be given thit effect . Ne itm r could the removal at' restric-

tions upon allot tees othe r than those not of Indian blood operate 

to confirm their allotments . In both cases the al lotioont would 

still be subject to contes't ror the r eason and within the time 

prescribed by law . Such action by t he Depar t ment would , how­

ever , probably be taken as a favorabJLe decision upon the appli­

ca.nt•s right to his alloment and as authorizing a sale the reof . 

A sale by reason of which third parties would becoiiB interested 

in the la.Dl , would create c Cllf'usion if t ~ allottee ' s ri ght 

should afterward , within the tilll3 prescribed by l aw, be contested . 

hile in theory it may be necessary to wa.it until the 

allottee ' s right has become fixed beyond the possibility ot 

ll556 
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contest before approving en application f'or removal of restric­

tions upon t~ sale of his allotted l ands , yet in pr a c tice tha t 

might prove the better plan . 

in your d1 scretion . 

That is a matter, however , resting 

I understand that sihce t he reference af this matte r it 

has been determined to change the form of certificates as to 

removal of restrictions upon alienation by omitting, the refrom 

description of land. This will obviate the diffi culty in part 

since there will b e nothing in too certificate to jus tify the 

conclusion that the citizen to whom tm certi ficate is i ssued 

has become entitled to any particular tract of land . 

If there should be inserted in the certificate or as a 

foot note, the statement th at it was not to be taken as confirma­

tion of tb3 ci tiZen'' s selection , the·re would seem to be no good 

reason for delaying action upon such certificates until the 

contest :r:eriod shall have expired . 

The papers submitted are r eturn ed .here with . 

Very respectfully , 

Assistant At torney General . 

April 26,1905. 

Approved: 

E.A.HITCHCOC K, 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.ll55 6 Received . ay 12,1905 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector f or Indian Territory. iashington, May 1, 
1905.Seoretary .----EncJLoses copy of opinion of Asst.Attorney 
General, dated April 25 , 1.905, holding that restrictions can be 
r moved before deli very of a llo 'tlmtn t deeds, but th at same does 
not operate to confirm the title to tm land.----



Hon. J. Blair Shuenfelt (Sic) 

Unien (Sic) Agsucy (Sic) 

Muspuga (Sic) Ind . Ter . 

Dear Sir : 

Lenton , I nd. Ter . 

May 13th , 1905 . 

I will write to you today . I ' ll told you anythings . 

That from notes ci tizens from texs for nation gape game . 

For nation from texas and fish and balled broat Indian people 

no officers. Man you send office man this man thoot . If do 

send hare-let me make officer please . 

Sunday he know Sunday Chowtow people . 

e needed officer . Every 

e gote Sunday school 

and short alround. That him point officer . If you can point 

some body else, point me . 

I'll bring my short letter to close . 

You truly friend , 

lsriael Gardner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . 21 Received May 16, 1905 Office of 
u •• Indian Agent Muscogee, Ind . Ter .May 13,1905 . Isriael Gardner , 
Lenton, I.T.---- ants officer appointed in his neighborhood to 
prevent the destruction of game and fish , by non- citizens .----



DEPART~ NT OF THE INTERIOR ,. 

Off ice of IncU. an Affairs , 

Wash ington . 
Education 
Circular No . l23 . May 13 , 1905 . 

To Indian Agents & Sc hool Supe rintendents : 

For t~ purpose of securing data illustrative of the v a lue 

at your school af your Irethod of teaching pupils habits of t hrift 

and economical saVing of thei.r morey , you are requested , as soon 

after July 1st as possi ble , to submit a r eport for the year 

along these lines: 

(11619 ) 

1 . 11ha t edu cational pro cesses do you use in th3 school 

far the purpose of teaching th3 rela tive value of work , 

habits or economi cal expenditure , and s a ving of money? 

2 . Do you ba.ve e "students ' bank" in which pup i ls may 

deposit thai r earnings? 

3 . If not , how and under what conditions are such de -

posits made? 

4 . ha.t proportions of their earnings are deposited? 

5 . How do your pupils earn mone y? 

6 . ba.t restrictions are thrown a round a pupil ' s draw-

ing on his acco unt ? 

7 . Give tile fincaoial statEmen t of your "students ' 

bank" 1f' yo u have om , or or other deposi tory of pupils ' 

money for t.t:e past f1 seal year . 

a. What interest is eazned by pupils ' fund s while on 

deposit? 

9 . How 1s your "bank" or otiler depository conducted? Give 
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10. Give full list of depositors for the year , showing total 

aaount deposited to the credit of each depositor; amount c he cked 

out and balance on ham due depositor June 30th, 1905. 

0 U T I N G S Y S T E M. 

11. Give brief his tory of your Outing Sys tern; when establish-

ed, and whether successful or unsuccessful . 

12. Give (a) total earnings of all Outing pupils for the year ; 

(b) expenses of outing pup ils; (c} net amount to credit of 

such pupils . 

13. This report should be supplemented by a full report of the 

Outing System for the year , ~hich should give 

(a) name of each outing pupil ; 

(b) age of pupil ; 

(c) 

(d) 

(e) 

(t) 

(g) 

(h) 

(i) 

( j) 

de gree of Indian blood ; 

nane of parent and home; 

date when placed at Outing ; 

when returmd to school; 

wagea paid per month; 

name of head of family with whom pupil was placed ; 

location of such head of a family; 
. 

occupation pursued by the pupil. 

This report should be readily made up from the records 

required to be kept by Indian chool Rule 310. 

You should supplement your report by any interesting facts 

or circumstances connected wi til the subject hich might be use­

tul in a gener 1 discussion of t.be value of our methods . 

Superintendents of schools where it is impracticable to 

carry on the above teatures in any farm will reply to this 

l.l619 
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Circular, stating this condition. 

Acknowledge receipt of this circular. 

Very resp ectfully , 

C.F . Larrabee 

acting commissioner. 

J.H.D.(P) 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No . ll619 Received May 20 ,1905 Office of 
u.S.Indian Inspector far Indi an Terr itory. ~ashington , May 13,1905. 
Commissioner.----Educati ona.l Circular, c alling f or rep ort as 
to methods of tea ching pupils habits of t hrift and economical 
saving of t heir money.----



IN '1m · !lE AND BY THE AUTHORITY OF THE OST · ORSHIP:FUL GRAND LODGE 
JBCIUT t :FREE AND ACCE PrED M.ASO N3 , IND • TER . 

HEAR YE:-"For none ar us liveth unto himself and no man dieth 
unto himself"-Paul. 

"Though justice be thy plea , consider this­
That in the course of justice none of us 
Should see salvation; we do pray for mercy , 
And the same prayer doth teach us all to render 
The deeds of mercy . " - Shakespeare . 

Never in the his tory af this or any other country has more 

loyalty to any cause been shown than has be e n manifested by the 

majority ot the Masons of Indian Terri tory in the splendid support 

which they have g1 ven to the effort of their Gram Lodge to raise 

a fund of money with which to establish a Hone for the worthy and 

destitute widows and orphans of their deceased brethern . The 

tact, the. t nine-tenths of 'this mom y has been raised by voluntary 

oontributions and has been given by poor mn , who coul~ ill afford 

to spare the money and ho were forced to make personal sacrifices 

in order that they might be able to give , intensifies the merit 

ot the giVing and glorifies the work itself . No wonder that \ hat 

has been accanplished here has attracted too attention and ccm-

mended the resp3 ct and admiration or the asonic world . hile it 

is true that ot re r Grand Lodges .have erected Homes for the worthy 

and destitute who have claims upon them and that these Homes 

haTe done and are still doing a great deal of good , yet to the 

Grand Lodge ot Indian Terri tory be longs the honor of being the 

first Grand Lodge on earth that ever had sufficient confidence 

in t~ chart ty and fidelity or the brethern and suffict nt courage 

to undertake this great and noble, wolk upon the plan of voluntary 

ontributions. e have dewnstrated to the world that we do not 

haTe to be taxed to perform a c ts ot charity, but will aid and 
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assist our destitute oMs af our own free will and accord , not 

because our Grand Lodge forces us to do so, but because of our 

devotion to om- principles-because of the love which we have in 

our he er ts far humanity. T~ record which we have made should 

be the source of just pride to every Mason in Indian Territory . It 

s.bould cause his heart to swell with pleasure , and the blood to 

now more rapidly in his veins. Think of it-our Grand Ledge owns 

no pro~ rty-we have no g overnma nt except that a:f'fo rded by the 

United States Courts- we are denied the rights of citizenship­

oond1 tions are unsettled among us and , as a rule, our ~ mbers 

are poor. In tm face ot all this we have undertaken , and are 

about to complete, s arne thing hie b no other Grand Lodge has ever 

undertaken, Tiz., to accumulate a fund by voluntary contributions, 

to establish a widow and orphans hom . After it is established , 

we do not expect to support it by voluntary contributions alone . 

The interest on too fund hich we are noo raising w Ul be applied 

to that purpose. Since e have undertaken this great and noble 

'Mlrk our Grand Lodge has enjoyed an era of unexam.ple d prosperity . 

Its 1ncoue is now nearly twice as great as its expense account. 

The income ot the Grand Louge is constantly increasing . e can 

easily give fifty per cent of our Grand ~odge's income eacn year 

to the support of our Hoe. Then too Scottish Rite Masons at 

South McAlester have pledged themselves to make a permanent 

appropr1 ation tor tm support of the Home. fe will get enough 

on t.be proposition ot location to build the Home . So it is 

seen t~t we are proceeding upon safe busiMss principles and 

that we are laying tbe foundation for an institution that will 

grow stronger as time passes. 

Let one thing be understood now and forever. The sting of 
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mendicancy and the odor and flavor of the alms house shall never 

enter our Home. There will be representatives of the Grand 

Chapter of the Eastern Star upon the board or mangers , who will 

see that the spirit of motherhood and love pervades the atmos-

phere that surrounds the Home . The children ill be guests or 

members or the family and not inmates . Provisions will be made 

to allow children of Masons , who are not orphans to be received 

into t~ Home , upon terms sufficient to pay their part of the 

expenses. The name of ttMasonic Institute" is suggested for the 

consideration of the brethern . This sounds better than Orphan 

Home. Same might feel humiliate d at the idea of being in "An 

Orphans Home • Tt No one would fee l humiliated at attending "The 

Masonic Institute." 

When we become a State e can get our pro rata share of the 

school money . ith t.be incozm hich we will have , we can build 

up a splendid Masonic Institute . Many Masons would be gJad to 

send their children t.OOre . Fathers whose wives are dead would 

esteem it a privilege to. be allowed to place their children in 

such a home, and. would gladly pay to be penni tted to do so . 

Thus the children would be raised together upon terms of :friend-

ship end equality. The only Ld.f:ference among the children would 

be that those whose parents ere alive and able to pay, would be 

cha;rged their pro rata share of the expenses. The orphans and those 

whose parents were unable to pay would be the honored guests of 

the Masonic Fraternity. 

Then again t~ children will be given a course in stenogra­

ph7, typewriting and book-keeping. In other words , our Rome will 

37. 
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have a business department. Before each cl ass graduates the 

President of the Masonic Institute ill send to each Lodge a 

list of the names of the graduates and at kind of employment 

each graduate desires and is competent to perform. The result 

will be that t hese graduates will find places waiting for them 

where they can start out in life under the most favorable auspic-

es. As we have been tre first Grand Lodge to start upon the plan 

of voluntary contributi ons , so we will be the first to establish 

an institution that Will be a home in fact as well as in name . The 

people. of the Indian Terri tory have come fran every state in the 

Union and from every section of the globe . fe ought , therefore , 

to have the best ideas and the best energy that there is on earth , 

and nothing, except the best results , should be satisfactory to 

or accepted by us. Our coni it ion makes us le ader s . Let others 

say what they please-we will answer their sneers with actions and 

not with recriminations. Do not say that your Financial Agent 

has lost his mind on account of these sugges tiona . This report 

was started when it was first proposed to raise this money by 

voluntary contribu tiona. But the insanity .bas turned out to be 

entirely pra<?ticable. So "tilese suggestions are entirely practi-

cal-and what is more, they are go ing to be c arri ed out. This 

prediction is made on account of t he confidence whi ch your 

Financial Agent has in the charity, the int elligence ani courage 

of his brithern. There is every reason to believe , if all will 

unite in a lovi~ effort, we can have $50,000 in the hams of our 

Trustees before the next Grand Lodge Ci.oses. Many Lodges , that 

haTe been liberal trom t.te beginning of this movement , are rgely 

1noreas1ng tm1r contr1 ru tions this year. As f ar b e.ck as 
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February one Lodge had as much as $700,000 . I t is needless to 

mention the name of t h is Lod ge . Wha. t b ro the r Reeder has done a t 

Tulsa has been an 1nepi:rat1oa t .o others . Many Lodges and breth­

ren who have been lukewarm, heretofore , are now a c tively at wo rk 

and will more than make amends for past neglect . 

Special attention is c alled to too nobJ.a charity of the Scot­

tish Rite brethren at Sout h McAlester in gi ving twenty-five per 

cent of their inco me to our Orphans Hon:e Fund. Every Maso n 

in Indian Terri tory should know and remember this . It entitles 

the Scottish Rite bre.tbern at South McAlester to our hearty 

thanks and our active and earnest support . These brethren de-

serve the greatest praise for hat they have accomplished . ith 

sublime courage , which can cone alone from a ell founded faith 

and a high determination to be of benefit to humanity , they have 

overcoDB apparently insurmountable obstacles , and have gone forward 

from om success to another , until they .have reached the goa l and 

now haTe a Consistory and confer all of the degrees up to and 

includi~ the thirty-secom . 

It is the testimony of a l-l who have seen tmir work that 

it ranks with the best . Your F inancial Age,nt is the Jast person 

on earth who would say anythir:g t hat would lessen t~ dignity 

of the first three degrees in asonry . In t hese three degrees 

Will be found the stem, tm body and the soul of Freemasonry, 

There is nothing higher than Master Mason's degree, and certa inly 

nothing mare instructive and sublime when properly understood . 

But the trouble is that t.bere is so much in the t hr ee degrees , 

that 1a hidden in symbolism and veiled in allegories that the 

true meaning ot these degrees is often not fully brought out . 

37. 

0 
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Scottish Rite Masonry brings out and illustrates these things .In 

tact it is an amplitiaction or and climax to the first three 

degrees. Tmrefore no Master Mason , w .bo can afford the expense, 

should tail to take these degrees . If you are a lover of our 

Orphans Ho:ne movement, be sure to send your application t o South 

McAlester. By so doing you Will not only receive more light in 

Masonry, but you will help the Orphans Home cause . A letter 

addressed to Bro. m. Busby, Bro . D. M. Hailey or Bro . Fr ank Craig , 

at South McAlester, Will secure all necessary inf orma. tion . My 

Brot.ber, please consider this as though it were a 111ritten letter , 

addressed alone to you . Make it · your b.lsiness to see that it 

is read at the next meeting of your Lodge as an official communica-

tion. Your Financial Agent is as much an of:fic er of your Grand 

Lodge as is your Grand. Maste r . Please make it your personal 

business to see that each n:ember of your Lodge is reqmsted and 

urged to make a personal contribution to our Orphans Home Fund . 

Not only urge ot.OOrs to give liberally , but give yourself' as 

much as you can spare . It is useless to urge otrers to give 

liberally unless you FIRST give liberally. If you have . given 

before, this is no reason why you should not give now. Remember 

that there should be no c onten. tion among us save that noble con t en­

tion, ar rather emulati on, as to who can best labor and best 

agree. Take Bro . Reeder as your example and the proposition is 

settled right then and there . The · nigardly spirit which fears 

that it will do more than its part should .have no place in the 

heart at a Mason. My B;rother , why should you not work for this 

cause as well as your ~iin&ncial Agent? Is there any difference 
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between the obligation which he took and your obligation? Your 

Grand Lodge gave him this work to do. He is not complaining. 

The only regret that he has is that he has not been abla to do 

and give more to tm cause. But he does feel that as a rna tter 

of common honesty he is entitled to tbe earnest support of all 

of his brethren. Language cannot express the appreciation he 

has for those who have assisted; he trusts that those who have 

not assisted, have not faUed to do so , because they desire to 

treat the work of their Grand Lodge With contempt , but simply 

because they have not fully understood what was being done . My 

Brother, suppose that the next statement , giving the name and 

number ot each Lodge and the gross amount contributed by each Lodge . 

ould you like to see such a statement printed? Stop and think: 

In what place would your Lodge come? Tmre would be tour figures 

behind the dollar mark in connection with several Lodges . hat 

would be opposite your Lodge? ould it be a round symmetrical 

()? I regret to say t hat such would be the standing of some 

Lodges if such a statement was made up now. Brethren , are you 

se.tis:fied with this? hose :raul t is it, mine or yours? Do 

not say you cannot help . You know that every body knows that 

you could help it you really desired to do so . There may be 

no money in your Lodge treasury. But what is to prevent your 

placing your band in your pocket and making a personal contribu­

tation in the name at your lodge? A number of Lodges have 

promised to contri l:u te ten dollars per capita this year , to be 

raised by personal oontr~but1ons. All cannot give this much , 

but some can give more. I know of one Lodge w te re there are 

· "hre• tlOO,OOO oontributi ens starting the 11 st. 

37. 

Brother do you 
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wish to tail the list? Remember that we expect to close this 

matter up at the Grand Lodge . Do not send your representatives 

to t~t body empty handed for the Orphans Home Fund . 

Lonesone and mortifying indeed will be the feelings of 

those whose Lodges are not on the roll of honor . One country 

Lodge has already sent up 145 , and promises to send more . Shame 

on the Mason who says. that we can not do this wcrk . 

Fraternally 

Ada , I . T .M~ 20 , 1905 . 

Henry • Furman , 

Financial Agent , M. o . H. F . 



D E P R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R 
UN IT D JT T i'S INDI N IHSPECTOR 

for 
Indian Territory , 

Muskogee , Ind . T., 
June 12 , 1905 . 

D-11654-1905 . 
45884-1905 

The Honorabl e 

The Se cretary c£ the Interior. 

Sir: 

I beg to respectfully acknowledge receipt of Depart­

mental le t te r of ay 17 , 1905 ( I . T. D. 970 - 1905) , enclosing two 

clippings f r om the Cherokee dvocate of May 13 , 1905 , one rela­

tive to the r efusal of lessees to vacate l and at the expiration 

of their leases , and t he other relati ve to fullb loods r efusing 

to f ile on their allotments , a nd in which I am requested to mak e 

report in regard to such matters . 

In connection therewi th , I have t he honor to report that , 

inasmuch as the matter of placing al ottees in possession of 

their land s i s handled by the United States Indian Agent at Un-

ion Agenc y , and any compl aints that lessees would not g ive pos­

session of t he land at the exp i rat i on of their leases would be 

made to such gent , I r eferred t he newspaper c lippings to him f or 

re port conc e r ning the same and as to the action taken by his of­

fice in referen ce t he r eto, and I respectfull y encl ose herewith 

his communi cat i on dated r, ay 26 , 1905 , concer ning the matter . 

The Agent states tha t when applicati on i s made to his 

9tt1ce tha t a lessee refuses to va ca te land a t the expirat i on 
U861 
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ot his l eas e , the matter is looked into and if it is f ound the 

lessee is not in possession under a le ga l lease which has rot 

expired, a c t i on is taken at once to remove him. 

In r egard to the other clipping sta ting that a f r e ed­

man was placed in possession of l ands occupied by f ullblood Ind­

ians, a nd such f ullblood Indians being removed therefrom, The 

Agent stat es he has no knowledge of any such action being taken ; 

that in al l cases vhere complaint s ar e made against f ullbloods 

he has invariably refu sed to remove them but advised them that 

they should a pp l y to the land off ice and i mmedi a tely f il e upon 

s a id land or , i f a lready f iled upon b y others , to institute 

contest pr o ceedings . 

In thi s connec t ion , I underst and there are certain full -

blood I nd i ans in the Creek and Che r okee Nations who steadfa stly 

resist all efforts of the government looking to their e nrol lmen t 

and allotment of land , but in all cases wher e l and claimed by 

these f ullb loo! Indians is f iled on by others and the m tter 

brough t to the attenti on of the United St a tes Indian gent he 

has advised such fullbloods to appear before the land office of 

the Commis s ion to the ive Ci vilized Tribes and either file con-

test or have t he matter adjusted. 

It would, therefore , appear tha t ever y possible precaution 

is being taken t o protec t the interes ts of these ignorant full ­

blood In dians and that they are themselves to blame for any hard-

shi ps they may suff r. 

11881 
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I respectfully r eturn herewith the newspaper clippings 

referred to. 

'111C ( NLR) 
Enclosure 20 . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Geor ge ,{right 

U. S Indian Inspector 
f or Indian Terr i t ory . 

(Endorsed} Union gency # 11861 . Re ce ived Jun 27 , 1905 . Off ice of 
u.s. Indian Ins pectvr f or I ndi an Terri tor y . ashington, June 21 , 
1905 . Secretary . ck . recei p t l etter r ela tive newspaper clip­
pings in re placing Creek and Cherokee ci ti zens in possession of 
allo tiiE nt s . 



Hon. D. H. Kelsey, 

United States Indian Age nt . 

Mus kogee, I . T . 

Hon. Sir :-

Muskqsee , Indian Territory 

Jura 20th , 1905 . 

I w:Lsh to tender my application for the appointn:en t of the 

Indian Policems.n , which as f iled therein your office sometime 

during the month of May 1905 , in my application I did not mentioned 

as to w.bere I wish to locate if appointed ; I Will a ccept t he 

position and locate \~e rever directed to . 

I will call at your office next Mond ay too 3rd , 

Very truly your friend ,. 

Odus Lynn Colli.ns , 

City. 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency o . 37855 Received Jul .lO, l905 Office of 
U.S.Indian Agent , Musoo.gee ,Ind. Ter. Jul . 30 , 1905 . 0dus Lynn Col l ins , 
Mwskogee, I.T.---- akes applic ation for position as u •• I ndi an 
Policemn.----



Caney Kansas 

Oct . 23 , 1905. 

U.S.Indian Agent , 

Muskogee,I.T. 

Sir: 

I will ask you to consider this as my application for 

appointment as one of your Police , as I learn this end of the 

Nation is due one ; for reference I will gladly give you the name of 

Col.Robert L.Owens , as I served under him while he was agent . 

Truly yours , 

D. • liley . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No . ?4 Received Oct . 24 ,1905 Office of u.s . 
Indian Agent,Musco gee ,Ind . Ter. Octo23, 1905 . Do • iley , Caney , Kans .---­
Applies for position of I ndian Police, and gives Robt.L.Owen as 
reference, having served under him while acting as U. S . Indian 
Agent .----



IO ER T .J. J T · .c;GR PH C ifP NY 

k l ah ma ity , Oklahoma 
De c . 1 8 , 1 05 . 

Honorable J. George .• ri gh t , 

Unit ed States Indi an Ins pe ctor , 

~skogee , lndi an Territory . 

Dear Sir :-

Referring further to corresponden ce rel a tive to the 

right-of-wa y of t he AT ansas Vall ey Tel ephone 'ompany bet een 

Shawnee nd outh ;cAlester , mentioned in my letter of e cember 

14th , and your 51971- 1905 , be t o advise that I have found our 

copy of t he orig i nal applicat i on fort i s ri gh t - of - wa y , and this 

sho s that we ."1ade appli cation for r i gh t - of - way on t he south side 

of adjoining the ri ght- of - ay of t he ho cta v a ilroad o pany . 

It will, therefore, not be ne ces sar y for you to t ake the matter 

up ith the e part ent a t dashin ton . 

ish to thank you , ho ever , for your willingness t o do 

so, and trust that this letter will r each you in ti e to save 

you t his trouble. 

Yo s truly , 

Jno. . .• ob le . 
General 1 gr . 

( ndarsed~ Union ge ncy II 52213 eceived De c. 1 , 1905 . f f ice 
ot U. • Indian Inspector for Indian Territor • Oklahona Cit y , 
Okla. December 18 , 1905. John .: . Joble , ngr . pio eer Tel . -. 
Tel. Co. Says or i gi al applic · tion found showing whi ch side of 
right or way of Chocta ·y Co . their right of ay li e s lies , 
and not necessary to re fe r to ashington . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

r A S H I N G T 0 N. 

I.T.D. 1?880-1905 De cember 29 , 1905 . 

U. S . Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Terri tory, 

Muskogee , I. T . 

Your communicat i on dated December 19 , 1905 , reque s ting in­

structions concerning the collect i on of tr iba l taxes in the 

Indian Territory , was forwarde d by the Indian Office on December 

21, 1905, (Land 110580- 1905) . 

The Indian Off ice states t hat the so called cattle taxes 

are not taxes in the ordinary sense of the term, but rather fees 

required from non-ci tizens f or the privile ge of brin ing into 

and maintaining c attle within the domains of the va rious tribes , 

and the recommendat i on is made that "the taxes should be demanded 

and collected f or the two months and four days the t ribal govern­

ments continue in existence and fo r the proportion this time bears 

to the full year ." 

The Indian Off ice further r e commends that you be directed to 

defer the collect ion of the Creek tr iba l t axe s until the disposition 

by Congress of the part icular provision coverin that subject . 

The proviso to Se ction 11 of the draft of the bill submitted 

to Congress, H. R. Document , No. ?4 , reads : 

13073. 

That all taxes accruin under tribal laws or 
regulations of the Se cre tary of the Interior shall 
be abolished f rom and after December thirty- fir s t i 
ninetee~ hundred a nd five , but this provision sha 1 
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not prevent the collection after that date nor afte r 
dissolution of the triba l government of all such 
taxes due up to and including De cember thirty- first , 
nineteen hundred and f ive. 

The Department is of the opinion that no attempt should be 

made by you to collect taxes ac cruing after De cember 31 , 1905 , 

until action has been taken by Congress upon the provi s i on above 

quoted. If said proviso be enacted into law, then there wil l be 

no taxes due said Nations after December 31 , 1905 . 

You are, therefore , instructed to collect all the taxes due 

up to and including December 31 , 1905 , as far as possible , and 

delay the collection of taxes accruing a fter December 31 , 1905 , 

until further advised by the Department . 

A copy of the report of the Indian Of fice is enclosed . 

1 inclosure. 

Respect fully , 

Thos. Ryan 

Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agenc y No . l30?3 . Jan . 2 , 1906 . 0ffice of u.s . Indian 
Inspector for Indian Territory .Washin~ton , December 29 , 1905 . 
Secretary.-----Gives instructions concernin the collection of 
tribal taxes in the Indian Territory. 
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ALLO'WENT OF LANDS 

Eaob member shall receive equal share , character and fertilit y 

ot soil considered. 

Lands shall be graded and appraised . 

Forty acres, including pr esent "Residence and improvement" to 

be allotted to each until right s determined . 

Lands allotted to Choctaw and Chickasaw Freedmen to be d duct­

ed trom portion allotted to Indians . 

Lands shall be appr aised as if in original condition xclud­

ing improvements. 

Shall be made under direction of ecretary. 

Allotments shall be non-taxable while title remains in 

original allottee , not to xceed t enty- one years . 

Each allottee shall select from his allotment a homestead 

or one hundred and sixty a cres to be inalienable for t wenty­

one years. 

Choctaw-Chic kasaw Freedmen subject to same restrictions and 

privileges relative a lienation and taxes to extent of their 

allotment. 

Lands allotted shall be alienable for price actually paid 

including no former indebtedness , one -fourth in one year , one­

fourth three years, balance five years . 

All contracts looking to sale or encumbrance except as above 

null and void. 

Members may lease allotments for five years without privilege 

ot renewal. 

All controversi es to be settled by Commission. 

Each allottee shall be put in possession by United States . 

All objectionable persons shall be removed, (by whom) . 
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RESERVATIONS. 

All townsi tes 

Strip of land between Fort Smith and the Arkansas and 

Poteau rivers . 

Six hundred and forty acres for Jones Academy . 

Six hundred and forty acres Tuskahoma Female Seminary~ 

Six hundred and forty acres helock Orphan Seminary . 

Six hundred and forty acres for Armstrong Orphan Academy. 

Ten acres for capitol building Choctaw Nation . 

One hundred and sixty acres for Bloomt~eld Academy . 

On. hundred and sixty acres for Lebanon Orphan Home . 

One hundred and sixty acres for Harley Ins ti tu te. 

One hundred and sixty acres for Rock Academy . 

One hundred and sixty acres for Collins Institute . 

Five acres for c.ap i tol building, Chickasaw Nation . 

One acre for each church house now erected out side o~ tcwns . 

Eighty acres for J .• s . Murrow. 

Eighty acres for H. R. Schermerhorn. 

Eighty acres for widow of R. s . Bell . 

Reasonable a:nount for court houses , jails and other :public 

buildings not above provided for . 

All coal and asphalt . 

~ive acres for c~eteries suitable distance from towns . 

Lands adjacent to Fort Smith, lands for court houses , jails 

and other public purposes e:xcep ting for allo'bnent to be disposed 

ot same manner , same purposes as provided for , for town lots 

when Choctaw and Chickasaw Councils shall direct disposition to 

be made • 

• 



-3-

Land adjacent to Fort Smith under jurisdiction Fort Smith 

tar police purposes . 

TOWN SITES 

Commission authorized to determine amount or lands to be 

reserved for courthouses and ot~ r public buildings . 

Commission shall be appointed for each Nation . 

Commission shall consist or two members , one appointed by 

executive of tribe and one by President United States . 

If two members fail to agree , Judge of district may appoint 

third member . 

Commission shall lay out townsi tes, restricted as far as 

possib-le to present limits . 

Correct plats of each tom shall be prepared and one filed 

Clerk' s office United States Court , one with Principal Chief , 

one with Secretary of Interior. 

Plats must be approved before wo,rk of townsite Commission 

shall become effective . 

All lots bearing perman nt improvements to be valued at 

price tee simple title would bring at tin:le valuation is made, 

excluding improvements . 

owner of improvsnents on each lot may buy one residence and 

one business lot at fifty per cent appraised value; may buy 

rt!lllainder improved property six ty- two and one half per c nt of 

appraised value. 

Shall have sixty days to purchase; when purchased shall , 

W1 thin ten days , pay one fourth of purchase price and balance in 

three e qual annual installments . 

When entire purchase price is paid shall be entitled to patent • 

• 
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It owner of improvements fails to purchase within sixty days, 

lot, with improvements, shall be sold at public auction. 

All unimproved lots shall be sold at public auction; sale 

must be duly advertised . 

The purchase price for unimpro-ved lots to be paid in four 

installments . 

Failure for sixty dayrs to make payment forfeits right. 

Purchaser may pay entire price any time. 

Towns shall pay ten dollars per acre for cemeteries . 

Lots upo.n which churches and parsonages are ~ built and 

occupied. shall be exempt from appraisement and sale. 

Shall revert to tribe hen no longer thus used (how to be 

disposed o:f?) 

All lots within Terri tory covered by coal leases shall be 

reserved from appraisement and sale . 

All lots occupied by miners ' houses engaged in mining shall 

be reserved from sale . 

Sufficient lands to furnish homes for men engaged in mining 

shall be reserved. 

Sufficient lands for buildings and machinery for mining 

purposes shall be reserved . 

No taxes shall be assessed by town against lots unsold • 

No tax lien shall attach until purchase price tully paid 

to Nation. 

Money received from sale of town lots shall be for benefit 

or Choctaws and Chickasaws, Freedmen excepted . 

Money received from sale town lots to be divided annually 

.. ong Chootaws and Chickasaws. 
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CHOCTAW AND CHICKASA FREEDMEN 

Not entitled to benefits from coal and asphalt • 

Shall receive forty acres of land, lands shall be deducted 

from portion to be allotted under this agreemen t to Choctaw and 

Chickasaw Indians. 

Shall receive land equal in value to forty acres of average 

land. 

Lands allotted to, shall be subject same privileges and 

restrictions as allotments to Indians , as to alienation and taxes . 

COAL AND ASPHALT. 

All coal and asphalt reserved for sole use Choctaw and Chick­

asaw Indians. 

When uncovered on land allotted , sold or reserved, value of 

surface to be paid to allottee or owner by lessee . 

Revenues from, shall go for educati on children Indian blood . 

'hall be under supervision two trustees . 

All coal and asphalt mines shall be opera ted . 

Revenues there from to be dis tri bu ted under ru J.a s of Se ere t a ry. 

All contracts made by National Agents bei~ operated under 

on April 27th, 1897, are ratified and confirmed and lessee may 

renew. 

All agreements made With citizen members or tribes are void 

save such as may have been assented to by Act ot Congress . 

All leases under Atoka Agreement shall include coal, Asphalt 

or other mineral, under 960 acres . 

Leases shall continue for thirty years. 

Royalty on coal shall be fifteen cents per ton. 

Royalty on asphalt shall be sixty cents. 

Lessees shall pay on each coal or asphalt claim one hundred 
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dollars per annum in advance for first and second years, two 

hundred dollars per armum for third and fourth years , five hun­

dred dollars per annum each su cceeding year . 

All advanced pay~nts shall be credited as royalty . 

PayiEnt must be made on claims whether developed or undevel-

oped. 

Failure to pay for sixty days shall make null the Je ase 

and money advanced shall be forfeited . 

Trustees shall dispose of land no longer occ upied for 

mining purposes . 

Royalties from coal and asphalt shall be distributed among 

members ot tribes , Freedmen excepted , hen members are taxe d 

for support of schools . 

Controversies groWing out of o nership , occupation , posses­

sion &c to be detenn ined by United States Court. 

ENROLumNT 

Commission shall make corre ct ro ll Chickasaw freedmen entitl­

ed to rights and benefits treaty 1866 . 

REPRESENTATI ~ OF TRIBES . 

Choctaws and Chickasaws, shall have in appr a isement of lands . 

L:IASES. 

Citizens may lease their allotments for five years without 

privilege ot renewal. 

Leases must be eVidenced in writing. 

MUat be recorded in Clerk office United States Court wi thin 
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three months after date of execution , otherwise void. 

No lease valid unless providing adequate compensation . 

TITLES TO LAND 

Patents executed by executive each tribe shall be executed and 

deli~ered as soon as practicable after completion of a llotments . 

Coal and asphalt shall be excepte d in said patents . 

Patents shall be framed in accordance provisions t his agree -

ment. 

Acceptance patents by allot t ee shal l be assent on his part 

to allotment and relinquishment to all other lands . 

THE UNIT D STATES shall provide for recording deeds . 

Towns shall recef ve patents f or cemeter land oon paid for . 

RAILROADS 

Rights at way shall be surveyed and set apart to conform to 

Acts of Congress granting same . 

here Acts of Congress do not define Congress is requested 

to fix sam. 

Congress memorialized to fix uniform rates of fare and freight . 

Branch roads to pay s e rates for rights or way and stat ion 

grounds as main lims . 

TO SITE COMMISSIONS 

TWo Commissions to be appointed . 

Each Commission consists of two members . 

One appoin't~d by President and one by executive each tribe . 

It unable to agree third may be appointed by J"udge . 
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Members shall not be interested in town property other than 

Shall direct sales at public auction of t own lots . 

Shall pay to owner of improvements price received .:e ss 

62-1/2 per cent appraised value of lot. 

Shall pay 62-1/2 per . cent int o United States treasury. 

Shall have right to reject bids . 

Shall sell at public auction all unimproved lots . 

Shall have right to reject bid s therefor . 

Shall locate cemetery not exceeding five acres within suita­

ble distance each tow.n. 

Shall dispose of lands r eserved adjacent to Fort Smith for 

Court Houses, jails and other public purposes w oon disposition 

is directed by Choctaw- Chickasaw Councils . 

Shall deter.mine amount of lands ne cessary to be reserved 

for miner's homes. 

(Endorsed~ Union Agency No . i O----Relative-to allotment o~ lands(re­
garding railroads paying rights of way , re townsites, rese rvations , 
Choctaw and Chickasaw Freedmen , Coal and Asphalt ,Enrollment , 
Representatives of Tribes, Leases, Titles to Land , Townsite Commis-
sions).---- Synopsis of Choctaw-Chickasaw agreement .----



D E P A R T 1 E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
1 SR INGTON. 

I.T. D. 314-1906 . J a nuary 10 , 190 6. 

Direct. 

u.s. Indian Ins pe c tor 

Sir: 

for the Indian Terr itor y , 

Muskog ee , I . T. 

The Depa rtment is i n r e ce i pt of your report , dated Jan­

uary 5 , 1906 , (D 13 , 030- 1905} tra nsmi tt i ng therew i th an agr ee ­

ment in qu adr uplic a te , extending the exi sti ng contrac t nth s t . 

Vincent's I nsti tution for the Ins ane at St . Louis , Hi ssouri , f or 

t he care of ins ane pe r s ons from Indi an Terr i tory , not I ndians , 
which contra c t exp i r ed De cember 31 , 1 905 . 

Said agreement ext ends the c ontra c t r eferred to for a 

period of f i ve months fr om December 31 , 1905 , or unt il .. ay 31 , 

1906, and the Uni t ed St ate s Fidel ity a nd Gua r ant y Company , ure ty 

on the bond a ccompanying the orig i nal cun t ract , has e ndorsed i ts 

consent to t he renewal of such agr e ement f or s a id period , and 

agrees that the said bond shal l remain in f ull f orce and effect 

during t he time s pe cif ied. 

You report t hat there ar e sufficient f unds avai l able 

trom the appropriation conta ined in the act of pril 28 , 1904 , 

(33 St at., 539) t o pay the ex penses for the care and suppor t of 

aaid ins ane pe rso ns , up to and including , ay 31 , 1906 . 

1316-1 
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You recommend that the agreement transmitted be execu­

ted and three parts t hereof returned to your of fice f or appro ­

priate dis pos ition . 

The agreement has been examined , and t here appeari ng 

to be no objec tion ther eto , I ha ve signed the same , and r e t urn 

three parts thereof , herewith , f or appro pri ate a ction . 

Respect~u11y , 

E. . Hitchcock . 

3 epclosures. SECRET Y. 

(Endorsed) Union gen cy # 13164 Received Jan . 15 , 1906 , Office 
of u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. Washing ton , Jan . 10 
1906. Secretary . Approves e xtension of contract with s t . Vin­
cent's Institution far the Insane at s t . Lou is , Missouri , for a 
period of five months from December 31/1905 and returns t hree 
copies of the agreement . 



January 30 , 1906 

E X E C U T I V E 0 R D Z R 

It is hereby ordered that there be added to the duties of the 

United S tat es Board on Geographi c Names , created by Exe cutive 

Order, dated uep temb er 4 , 1890 , the duty of de termin ing , changing 

and fixing place names within t he United tates and insular 

possessions, a nd it is hereby directed that all names hereafter 

suggested for any place by any officer or e mp loyee of the Gove rn­

ment shall be r eferr ed to said Board for its considera tion and 

approval before public ati on. 

In t ~se matte r s , a s i n all cases of disputed nomen­

clature, the decisions of the Board are to be accepted by the 

Department s of Gave rnme nt as t ~ tan dard au thor it y . 

THE IV1IITE H USE , J anuary 23 , 1906 . 

(Signed) THE DORE R 0 .&V:ZLT • 

DEP TL T OF THE INrE OR , 

1 ashington , 

January 30 , 1906 . 

Officia l co py for the infonnati on and gu idance of the 

Commissioner to the · ive Civil ized Tribes 

Office of the ecretary . 
P . &. • Div. 

Ed mrd 11 . Da son . 
Chief Clerk. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ·a . 861. el.---- 1 XECUTIV~ Q{D~R re . ~uties 
added to the u.s . Board on Geographic lame s , c reated by xecut1ve 
Ord r, that all name s hereafter suggeste d for any place by any 
o:f'ficer or employee 0 f the Govemme nt , s hall be r eferred to the 
board and in cases if disputed nomemclature , t he decision of 
the Board are to be accepte d as authority ~----



PIONEER TEL HO AND T ,LEGRAPH COMPANY 
Connecting lines-- -Exchanges . 

E. D. Nims ,President . 
Jno •• Noble ,Vice Pres . & Gen ' l Mgr . 
E.E . \Ie stervelt , Sec ' y and Tr eas . 
Arthur horton , uditor . 
Henry E . sp , General Solici tor. 

Ok lahoma City , Oklahoma 

ebruary 2 , 1906 o 

Honorable J . George . ri ght , Indian Inspector , 

Mus kogee , Indi an Terri tory. 

Dear Sir: -

In reply to your letter of J anuary 27th , t .be following is 

a list of telephone exchanges operat ed in the Indian Territory, 

other than Pi one er Tele phone and Tele graph Company , and hich are 

additional to t he ones you now have on r e c ord . 

Allen, 
Beegs , (Sic) 
Bennington , 
Bristown , 
Broke n Arrow, 
Boynton , 
Burneyville , 

· Castle , 
Cameron , (only s itch ) 
Centralia , 
Cornish , 
Coweta , 
Davis , 
Dustin , 
Featherstone , 
Francis , 
Fort Tow son , 
Gans , 
Garvin, 

53394 

Citizens Telephone Company , 
Beggs Telephone Company . 
Valli ant Tele phone Company , 
Bristow Tele phone Company . 

oke n Arrow Telephone Company , 
Boynton Telephone Company , 
ed River Tel ephone company , ~rrie tt a , 

Indi an Terri tory. 
Okemah Telephone company . 
Poteau Telephone Company , ote au , I . T. 
Delaware Telephone Company , 
Chickasaw Telephone Company . 
Coweta Telephone Company. 
pencer Telephone Company , 

Dus tin Telepho Company , 
J. u . cCoullough , 
Francis Telephone Compa ny , 

• D. C..he a tham , 
Conn and Conn , 
Vall i ant Telephone Company , 



Guertie, 
Haskell , 
Hal eyville , 

Hartshoren, 
Heavener , 
Henryetta , 
Holdenville , 

Kona m , 
Kiowa , 
Lindsey, 
Mannsville , 
Minco, 
Mounds , 
Milburn , 
l cCur t ain , 
Marl ow, 
~uinton , 
Ryan , 
Tuttle , 
Long, 
Okemah, 
Owl, 
Porter , 

tone wa ll , 
Sti gler , 
tillwell , 

Valliant , 
·ister, 

. ynhewood., 

- 2-

Citiz ens t elephone Company . 
Has ke ll Telephone Company , 

out h McAlester-~ufaula Te l . Company , 
outh .McAlester , I . T. 

II ff II ff It 11 It 

Poteau Telephone Company , Poteau , I . T . 
J . D.1:unsell , 
Southern Arkansas Valley Telephone 
Company , Oklahoma City, Okla . 

• P • Br i ns on , 
- . Caison , 
L. T . Hine , 
H. G. Mulkey , 

on co Telephone Company , 
ounds Telephone Company , 

Tishmingo Inter- ational Te l . Company , 
"-cCurtain and Chant Telephone Co . 

Texas Telepho~e Company , 
San Bois Telephone Company , 
rrs . Bell Culbertson , 

J . G. right , 
. T . artin , 

Okemah Telephone Company , 
S t onewall Telephone Company , 
Porter Telephone Compan y , 

to newall Telephone Company , 
Stigler Tel EJ? hone Company , 
St i llwel l Telephone Company , 
Valliant Telephone Company , 
Poteau Telephone Company , 
Spencer Telephone Company , 

Antlers J:!;XChange belongs to the Pioneer Telephone and 

Telegraph Company. 

There has been a numbe r of lines c onstructed in the .r:a st 

few months, t~ na rm s of which we might be able to g ive you in 

the event you want them , and if' e are informed of the ones you 

alre a dy have . 

Yours truly , 
Jno . .... oble 

OND-IM General ranager . 
(Endorsed) Union gen cy o . 53394 ecei ved 'eb . , 1906 Office of 
u •• Indian Inspector for I ndian erri tffi'y . klahoma City, • eb . 
2-,1906 . Pioneer el . & Tel ' g Co .----Transmits list of telephone 
exchanges operated in I . T . other tban ionee r Tel . & Tel ' g Co . 
in addition to one s now on r e cord .----



DEPAR'IM:ENT OF THE INrERI OR , 

ashing ton. 

February 9 , 1906 . 

The Indian Inspector 

For th3 Indian Terri tory , 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

I transmit herewith for your information and guidance copy 

of an Executive Order issued under date of January 20 , 1906 , on 

the subject of Departmental printing , and in connection therewith 

have to state that a Printing Committee has been duly €g? pointed to 

effectuate its provisions . 

In bringing this matter to your attention it is confidently 

expected that the Department ill be accorded your hearty coopera­

tion in accomplishing the purpose contemplated by the Order . A 

general circular regarding printing will s hortly be promulgated . 

P. & M. Div. 

Very respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

First Assista nt Secre tary . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency Nool3360 Received Feb . l 3 , 1906 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . ashington ,Febr y.ary 9 , 
liO&.secretary.----Transmits for information and guidance copy of 
executive order on the sub ject of Departmental printing.----

I 



Land. 
14725-1906. 

DEP ARrrMENT OF THE INr ERI OR , 

Office of Indian ffairs , 

7ashington. February 20 , 1906 . 

U. s. Indian Insp ectcr, 

Muskogee, 

I ndi an Terri tor y . 

Sir: 

Thare i s enclosed letter of Charles eume ye r , of 

LouisVille, Kentucky, dated the ?th instant , and addre ssed to 

Ron. A. B. Kittredge, u. s . s ., saying t hat be desires to se ­

cure the i mpressi on s of the seals of the Five Civilized Tribes 

for th3 benefit of one of the German societies of his city. 

If t hese impr essions can be secured for the Senator, 

the Office will be very g lad to receive them . 

Very Respectfully , 

c. F . Larrabee . 

EBH-Y. Ac ti ng C ommis s ione r . 

(Endorsed) Union Age ncy No .l3435 Received Feb . 23 , 1906 . 0ffice of 
u. s. Indian In~ector f or Indian Terri tory . ·ashington , February 
20., 1906. Commissioner.----Encls . l etter from Chas . Neumeyer ., 
LouisVille, Ky., to Han. Alf r ed B. Kittredge , U~ .s . ~, .a~king 
re1 to getting i mpressi ons of the s eals of the ~1ve C1v1l1zed 

llations.----



POSTA.L TELEGRAPH- CABLE C a~ NY 

T E L E G R 

236 CH EQ. H 76 · 4 Ex . 620 

Ardmore, I.T. Feb . 24-0 6 . 

Tams Bixby , 

"Or I • .A . Be all , " 

THE CO_, ·~RC I U. C LE COT:PANY. 

Care St . Ni c holas Hote l , 
Ci ncinna ti , Oh io . 

Layers here · trying to f orce se cre tary Senate conmi ttee make you 

disclose true number appli ca ts ~ art in casB l awyers all Bombarding 

United States s en ators with tel egrams touching this class appli -

cants Potter l awyer Gaine ville exas who has l ar ge number contracts 

to get this class pe rwons on ro 11 influence sena tor Bailey to 

prevent considera tion Curti s Bill by senate unt il committee In­

dian affairs yields f~vorab le a ct i on pl acing them on roll people 

here are aroused and aga inst t heir en~ollment . 

~ r al t er o 1 b e r t • 

887 



DEP AR'lMENT OF THE INTERI OR , 

lashing ton. 
I.T.D.3860-1906. March 3 ,1906 . 

DIRECT. 

u. s. Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Ir:rlian Terri tar y , 

Mus kogee, I:nd . Ter. 

In reply to your letter of February 24 , 1906 , the Depar t ­

nent wired you as f o llows : 

Your letter of the 24th instant approved . One 

discreet and com);:etent r epr esentative should be sen t 

immediately under proper instruction s to each capital 

to act promptly on lines you suggest , hen ordered by 

wire from yourself . You ill be advised by re 

when time for a c t i on arrives . 

Afterwards, on t m third instant , you were advised 

by w:l. re: 

Referring to tele gr i n answer to your letter 

24th ultimo~ joint resolution continuing tribal gov-

erlliiBnts approved on the 2nd i nstan t . Not ne ce ssary 

to take p ossession of tribal records , but appropriate 

act ion should be i mmedi atel y taken continuing the 

tribal schools during t.he schol ast ic year . 

follows. 

Letter 

Said telegrams a r e hereby confinned, and yo u are 

authorized to take the a ction re fe rred to in said telegram 
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looking to t~ continuance of th3 t ribal s chools, and make 

i nnnediate r eport to t he Depart ment what fu r ther Department al 

action , i f an y, i s nece ssary t o conti nue t he tribal schools 

during the scholastic ye ar . 

Tbe joint r esolution above referred to i s found in 

t-00 Congressi onal Record , Vo l ume 40 , No . 61 , Page 3352 , March 

2, and r eads a s fo llows : 

That t h e tr1 bal exi sten ce and present t ribal 

governme nts of tbe Choc taw , Chi ckasaw, Cherokee , Creek , and 

Seminole t r i bes or na ti ons of Indi ans in the Indian Terri t or y 

are hereby co n ti nued in full farce and effect f or all purposes 

under ex i sting laws unt il all property of such t ribes , or t he 

proceeds ther eof , shal l be distributed · amol':\g the i ndividual mem­

bers of' said t r i bes , unless herea.:rter o therwi se provided by la • 

The Depar tmen t i s advised that said joiug r esolut i on was 

ap proved on tre 2nd instant . 

Respe c tfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

First Assistant Se cr etary . 

(Endors ed) Union Agency No .l3538 Recei ved Mar . 6 , 1906 Office of 
u.s .In di an I nspe c tor f or I ndian Terri tory . llashington , March 
3,1906 . s e cretar y .----Conf i rm s t el egr ams in re cont inuance o f 
triba l gp ve mments .----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

W A S H I N G T 0 N . 
I.T.D. 2190-1906. 

u. s. Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Mus~ogee, Ind. Ter. 

Marc h 7, 1906 . 

The Department is i n r e ce i pt of your r eport, dated J anuary 

23, 1906, (52705-1906) in wh ich refer ence is made to the regula­

tions of March 20, 1905, governing oil and ga s leases in the Creek 

and Cherokee Nati ons, and requi ring the lessee to drill at least 

one well under ea c h l ease within twelve months from the date of 

the approva l of the bond , and in ca ses where the bonds ha ve been 

approved prior t o March 20 , 1905 , sa id well mus t be drilled within 

one year from tha t date . 

You report t hat one Mack E. Welch , a Cherokee citizen , exe cut ed 

an oil and ga s mi ning lea s e in favor of Geo. w. Barnes , Jr ., whi ch 

was approved by the Department on October 21 , 1904; that s aid elch 

had personally called upon you and st a ted that he di d not desire 

drilling operations to be begun on his land wi thin one year from 

March 20, 1906, nor until a better price could be obta i ned for 

oil, and asked, Without solicitati on from anyone , " t hat the time 

Within Which 'the les s ee is required to commence operat i ons , be 

extended." 

You ask to be a dvised whether s aid r equirement of the regula ­

tiona will be waived by the Depa rtment , whe r e t he les sor volunta r ­

ily appears at your office and r eque s t s, without sol ici tation on 

13602 
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the part of the lessee , that such action be taken . 

You recommend "that in cases where the lessor voluntarily 

appears at this office or that of the United States Indian Agent , 

or before an employe designated by this office and states that 

he desires this regulat ion waived , and does so without solicita­

tion, such request be granted , report in each case , however , to be 

made to the Department ." 

The - Indian Office , on February? , 1906 , (Land 9196) concurs 

in your recommendat ion. 

The Department is willing that in the specific case reported 

by you, namely that of Ma ck E. Welch , lessor , and Geo . w. Barnes , Jr ., 

lessee, the regulations be waived , and tbat said Barnes be notre­

quired to drill a well upon the lease until f urther notice by the 

Department • 

It is not considered , however , advisable to make a genera l 

ruling in accordance with the recommendation of your office , but 

it is believed that each case should be determined upon its own 

merits, and where the lessors desire that the regulations be 

waived and the time for drilling the well be extended , he should 

make a written applicat ion, g iving his reasons f o~ such request , 

and stating also that his application is made freely and voluntar­

ily, and without the solicitation of the lessee or anyone f or liim. 

Upon receipt of said application , you will forward it to t he 

Department with your recommendation in the usual manner . 

The petition for the waiving of the re gulat ion may 

13602 
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be directed to the Secretary of the Interior and filed either 

with the Agent or your office. 

Respectfully, 

E. A. Hitchcock, 

Secretary. 

Through the 
Commiss ioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No . l3602 . Re ceived.Ma r . l3 , l906 . 0ffice of 
u.s. Indian Inspector f or India n Territory . Washingt on , Mar ch 7 , 
1906.Secretary.-----Waives requirement tha t lessee must drill 
at least one well under ea ch lease wit hin 1 year from date of 
approval of the bond in case of Mack E. Welch, lessor , and Geo . 
w. Barnes, Jr., lessee. 



.Executive Committee 
I.B. Martin 
J.A.Russell 
P. W. Gardner 
Ben F . 'vlh ite 
M. P . Embach 

·~ • P . L angs ton, Pres • 
J . hl . Howeth , J ecretary . 
G. iV . McShan , TI'easurer 
J . R. ditty , Dis . Ex . Com . 

EIV:. OCR TIC CLUB 

The P resident , 

OF 
HOlD ENV ILLE 'vffiSTERN DISTRICT . 

Indian Terri tory . 

Holdenvil l e , I.T . 
111arch 8 , 1906 . 

~ ashington , D. c. 

Dear Sir:-

As I have peen a resident off (S ic) the Indian Ter ­

ritory for some time and have frequently known of graft in its 

crudest form, I have become ac acustomed (Sic) to seeing it . 

But there is a limi t t o all things . 

My ida (Sic) nov. is to expose one of the greatest graf ts 

known to the his tory o f' the I ndi an Ter ri tory , provide d the restric-

tions are removed from t he Indians . The Trus t Companies and Real 

Est at e r en here in the Territory are working to buy or r a ther steal 

all t he Land that will be put on the marke t be f or e the Indian rea­

lizes that his restrictions are removed . 

Now I will try and explain t o you the :plan they have to 

do this. .f ir st they v as obliged to get the oll s howing all that 

was less then (Sic) full b lood, and to g et this they must pay 

acme one that i s emp loyed in t he department a t Nuskogee to s teal 

it tor them, a fiew (Sic) names each Da y f or the pa st two 1\ronts . ( Sic) 

13718 
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Now by employing so me of the shrudest (Sic) Indians to 

work for them they have been able to get Deeds on al l the Land 

that will be put on the ma r ket . Next I want to expl ain to you 

how thes (Sic) Deeds are taken , they have their owne (Sic) Not ­

ary Public and the Indian signs t he Deed before him, but he 

dose (Sic) not date the Deed a t pr esent . Now when Bill f or the 

removal of the r estr ictions becoms (Sic) a Law , and is si gned 

by you, they h ave some one in Ja shi ng ton to wire them a t once , 

and thair (Sic) rotary ublic dBtes and signs thes (SICO Deeds 

and sends them off for Recording . I know of one Trust ompany 

in Holdenville that has three hundred su ch Deeds at present and 

they are still at work , and the s am e graft is beeing (Sic) orked 

all ov er the Teritory (Sic) . 

Now !Ar . Pr eside nt , I know it is in your J!O ver to s top 

this and I fully believe you vill, for I think you want to pro ­

tect the Indian, and I am shure ( ic) tha t ever y one is oposed(Sic) 

to such a graft as t h i s . 

This is all being done on the quiet but I am next to a ll 

such graft here in the Ter i tory . (Sic) If you will make an invest­

igation you will f in d this all to be true . There shuld (Sic) be 

some provisi ons n ade so tha t the Indian could sell his land but 

all such grai't a s t h is can be cut off . 

13918 

Hoping you will look after this mater (Si c ) at on~e 

I am yours for Just ice, 

(Si gned ) C. R. Folk . 



DE P R T 1 N OF I N T E R IOR . 

~~.D. 3059-1906 . arch 19 , 1906 . 

United St a tes Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory , ~·us koge ~ , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

There is inclosed for your information copy of a letter 

from C. R. Folk , of aldenville , Ind . T. , relative to the action of 

certain p r t ies in securing und a ted deeds from members of the 

Five Civilized Tribes pending the removal of their restricti ons by 

subsequent l egislation . 

Cop ies of this letter have been f urnished to the chairman 

and other members of the Indian onference Cornmi ttee on II . R. 5976 . 

Though( Sic) the ColrliDi ssi oner of 
Indian Affairs . 

espect f ully , 

Tho s . Rya • 
FIRST S IST iliT SECRET R_. 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 1 3718 Re ceiv ed Yarch 26, 1 906 . Office 
of the U. S. Indi an Inspe ctor for ndian Territory . Washington , 
March 19, 1906 . Secre tary . Encls . for informu t ion letter from 
C.R.Folk , Holdenville , I . T., with reference to the ac tion of 
certain parties in securing undated deeds from members of the ~ive 
Civilized Tribes pend ing the removal of their restrictions . 
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nclosure . 

DEP AR'It.tENT OF TH I TERIOR , 

Office of Indian ffa :i:r s , 

~lashing ton . 

March 9 , 1906 . 

J. George Wright, 

Sir :-

u.S. Indian Inspectorfor Indian Territory , 
Muskogee , I n dian Terri to ry . 

Referring to t he commun ic ation of Supe ri ntendent Bene­

dict of tbe 14th ultimo , relative to conti nui ng tbe schools in 

Indian Terri tory after the fo urth of March , 1906 , t here is enclos­

ed be rewi th for your informat i on a copy of a cornmunicat i on from 

the Secretary of t~ Interior . 

You will note that the Secretary deems it advisable 

for the Superintendent· of Schools to submit through you before 

t~ ·besinning oft~ next school year , s:uch r egu lations as he 

considers proper for t.be conduct of the schools of each nat i on . 

In a ccordance with t h i s suggesti on , you will direct 

Superintendent Benedict ' s attention to t his matter and have him 

submit at as early a date as possible such r egulations , etc . as 

may be deemed necessary. 

Very respec tfully , 

C. F . Larrabe e , 

J .H.D. (F) • Acti ng Commissioner . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .l360l Re ceived Mar . ~2 , 1906 Office of 
U.S.India.n Inspector for Indian Terri tory . ash1ngton ,March 9 , 
l906.Commissioner.---- nel s . co py of letter frcm the Secretary of 
the Interior, rel. to continuing schools , and desi~es t.I-J.a t 
Supt.Benedict be instructe d to furnish as earl y r epo rt r e l . to 
regulations, etc. de emed neces sar y.----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

WAS H I N G T 0 N. 
Direct. 
I.T.D. 4212- 1906 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

March 15 , 1906 . 

There is enclosed f or your information press copy of a letter 

from ac.ting Attorney General Purdy , dated Ma rch 9 , 1906 , relative 

to the placing of certain funds for the benefit of the school fund 

in the Indian Terri tory. 
Respectfully, 

Thos . Ryan , 

Firs t Assistant Se cretary . 

Washington , March 9 , 1906 . 

The Secre tary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

In reply t .o your letter of the 7th instant , I have the 

honor to say that I have to - day written to the Secretary of the 

trea sury re~uesting that the amount now standing to the credit of 

the T-neasury of the United States for the benefit of the school 

fund and such amounts as shall from time to time be deposited to 

the Treasurer 's credit in like manner be placed to the credit of 

the Secretary of the Interior on the books of the Treasury . 

Respectfully , 

Acting Attarney General . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency no . 2364l .Re ceived Ma r . l9 , 1906 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . Wa shington , March 15 , 1906 . 
Secr.etary.-----Encls . copy of letter f rom Actin At torney General 
rel. to placing certain funds to the credit o the ecretary for the 
benefit of the school fund in I nd. Ter . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

, ashington . 

J.T. D. 4564- 1906 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

for Indian Territory , I\fuskogee, Ind . T. 

Sir: 

March 20 , 1906 . 

On arch 7, 1906 , you transmitted the application of 

Mr. William s . Jackson f or permission to enter into a contract 

with the United States Indian Agent , Union enty , (Sic) Ind . T., 

for the purch ase o f 1 , 000 , 000 cubic yards of sand and gravel 

to be procured fro m the Arkans as River, near the mouth of t he 

Gran d River , in t he V/2 of section 9 , T. 15 N., R. 19 E. This 

contra ct is sough t under the provision s o f t he act of June 6 , 

1900 ( s~ · St at ., 660) amended by t he act of J anuary 21 , 1903 . 

(32 Sta t ., 774) . 

You state that the royalty of 2 cents p er cubi c yard 

Which i s to be paid for the privilege desired is the same as has 

been heretofore fixed in s imilar contracts , and that this s and 

and gravel will be removed from wi thin the meandered bank sof 

the Arkansas River from land that wi ll never be a llotted . You 

consider tha t it will be to the best interests of the Cheroke e 

Nation to grant the permission asked , and you recommend tha t 

the Ind i an Agent b e perm itted to ent er into the desared contract 

under the usual conditions . 
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Reporting arch 15 , 1906 , the Indian Off ice concurs in 

your recommendation. c py of its letter is i nclosed . 

uthor it y is hereby granted the United St ates Indian 

Agent, Union gency , Ind . T., to e nter into a contract with sa id 

William S . Jackson for the sa l e of 1 , 000 , 000 cubic yards of s an d 

and gravel, to be taken : ro m within the eandered banks o f t h e 

Arkansas iver, i n t he f/ 2 of section 9 , T. 15 N., R. 16 ., in 

accordance with the regula tions approved by t he Depar t ment Feb -

ruary 28 , 1903. 

Respect f ully , 

Tho s . Ryan . 
L INCLOSURB FI RST SSIST NT SECRET1ffiY . 

(Endorsed) Union .u.gency # li?2l Received arch 26 , l 06 . Bff'ice 
of u.s. Indian Inspe c tor for Indian Territory . ··ashing ton , ~.a::ch 20 , 
1906. Secretary Grants authorit y for Indi an gent to enter 1nto 
contract with Jm : . Jackson for the purcha se of 1 , 000 , vO ~ubic 
yards of sand and gravel to be procured f rom the rkansas R1ver 
near the mouth of the Grand i ver . 



P I 0 N E E R T P H CO . 

IGIT F •R.Y : 
T l\a'fi'GO . 

klaho l~ Ci ty ,· klahoma . 

!.;arch 27 , 1906 . 

Honorable J . George 1tright , Ind i an Ins pe ctor , 

~Us 'ogee , Indi a n erritory . 

Dear i r :-

have your co unication of ,;arch lst , relative to 

our pole line be i ng in L 1e center of the section line road in 

Section r- , Town ship 20 , orth ange 14 , ~as t . I have inves t i g­

ated thi s mat ter , and to the bes t of my persona l recollection, 

as wel l as reports o other parties , I am convinced tha t our 

po l es are not in the middle of the section line road . I ill 

say , ho ever , th at it a y b e in the middle of the road as the 

road now runs , but t ha t the pole li ne is sta nding where it a s 

original l y intended to s tand , and vhere the appli ca ~ ion anprove d 

by the Gcret y of the Interior ovided . 

I f I am not mistaken , this is our po le line alongthe 

Frisco a ilro ad right- of -~ ay , ~ast from u l sa ; and along t here 

in several p l aces the ailroad ompany has moved i t s fence in 

towards t he t r ack , and thereffore , has not f enced its ent i ::,e ri ght -

ot - way . oon after the ailroad omp any moved their fence in 

1n variou p l a ces , t he farmer s or allo ttees mo ved their fences 

an equal distance over towards the railroad , and as our pole 

line was not oved in to wards the ra ilroad , it now stands in \ ha t 
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now appears to be the mi ddle of the pub lic road , \ hen as a 

matter of fact , it i s stand ing on our approved righ t - of - way 

and that right- of - wa y h s been encro ached upon by adjoining 

property owners or a llo t t ees to this extent . 

I velieve this fully explains the situation , and I 

believe th a t you will agree vi th me that 1t~ e have a perfect 

ri ght and t itle to allow our pole s t o remain whe re t hey are 

now st nding . 

I sincerely hope this f ully answers our in quiry of 

the _lst, in tant , and also tha t of the 4gent , lvrit t en on 

January 27th , 

Yours truly . 

John 
G 

(~~orsed) Union Agency # 54646 . ecei ve~ r.:arch 29 , 1 06 . ~ffice 
bt U.S. Indian Inspe c t or for Ind1an Terr 1tory . klahoma Clty , 
Oklahoma, ~arch 27 , 1 6 . J • . ~ . oble , ~:ngr ~ i oneer T~l . & 
tel'g Co. Relat i ve to i ts pole line along ~ r1sco R. R. r1 gh tof 
way, ~as t from Tul sa . 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

W A S H I N G T 0 N. 

I. T. D. 4688-06 . March 28 , 1906 . 

u. s. I ndian Inspector for Indian Territory : 

Sir: 

Referr i ng to Department letter dated March 22nd instand , 

directing you to procure information in eonnection with approved and 

other p ending oil and ga s leases in the Indian rerri tory , and for 

that purpose to proceed to var ious places where interested parties 

reside, you are hereby authorized , after procuring all information 

possible from parties at Pittsburg , to return to this city for 

further c onference before proceeding elsewhere . 

Re spectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

Acting Se cretary . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No. l4123 . Received May 18 , 1906 . 0ffice of 
u.s. Indi an Inspector f or Indian Territory. Washingt on , D. C. Mar . es , 
l906.Secr et ary .-----Directs Inspector in re investi gation oil and 
gas operat i ons, to return direct from Pittsburg to ashington , f or 
furthe r conference . 



Honorable J . George . right , 

United States Ind ian Inspe ctor , 

'usko gee , ndi an Ter r i tory . 

Dear Sir:-

pril 5th , 1906~ 

Under yo ur verbal i nstru ctio ns , I call ed on the 

Seneca Te l ephone Co pany , Se neca , !(issouri , and f i nding r:r . J .-·. 

Berr y , Vice r esiden t and genera l Canager of the co .pany , out 

of town I was refe r red t o • Chand l er , one of t he stock hold -

ers of t h is Cor pany , .. ho informed me t hat the tota l mileage of 

their line s in the Indian Territory was 17 . 8 mi les and was con­

structed pri or to the ct of ·arch 3 , l 01 , and that siad (Sic ) 

line had no t been a pproved by the Secretary of the Int erior , and 

neither had t here b een any taxes paid . . . ..r . §handl er also informed 

me that t hey had tr ansferred all of their l i nes in the I ndi an Ter ­

ritory t o t he i oneer Telephone and Tel egraph Company and it as 

the under s t andi ng that the Pioneer ~elephone and Tel egraph Co p$my 

were to pay the taxes no due the line and al so genere al (Sic) 

damages of ~3 . ~0 per mile of t e line thut they maintain in oper­

ation. 

The li ne i des cribed a s f ollows : 

3 . 40 miles in t e 
?.18 miles in the 
6 . 50 mile s in the 

3ha nee Reserv tion •...••. ~ 7 . 37 
yandotte Reserva ti o n; •••• l 6 . 82 
herokee Nat i on ; . •......•• l 5. 17 

: 39 . 36 

and taxes due on aaid. lines from .rarch 3 , 1 l , till June 30 , 

1905 , is ~39 . 36 . 

Yours truly , 
lbert 1. . ~ ;onte e 
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(:Indorsed) Union gency If 54794 e ce i ved i pril 5 , 1906 . Of fi ce 

of u.s. Indi an Ins pe c to r f or I ndi an Te r r i tory . pri l 5 , 1 06 . 

A. A. Mont ee. Tr ansmi ts i n 'or mat i on r egarding cer t ai n l i ne s of 

the Seneca Tel ephone Co pany . 



PIONEER TELEPHOI:-E .AND TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

E.D. Nims,President , 
Jno.M. Nob le , Vice- Pres ' t & Genl . Mgr . 
E.E . Westervelt , Secy & Treas . 
Arthur Whorton ,Auditor . 
Henry E . As p. General Solicitor . 

Thursday 116 . 
Oklahoma City , Oklahoma 

J. Geo . Wright , 

U. S . Indian Inspector , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory . 

Dear Sir : 

April 26 , 1906 . 

Inclosed please :find two t r acing cloth rmp s shoWi. ng the defi­

nite location of telephone line from Fanshawe , Choctaw Nation, 

Indi an Terr i tory, south to t .he line of the Saint Louis & San 

Fr anc isco Ra1Jway to Talihina , Choctaw Nation , Indian Territory , 

a dis tance of twenty miles; also t'WO tracing cloth maps 

showi ng the definite location of the telephone line from Owasso , 

Chero kee Nation, Indian Territory , south along the section lines 

to Mingo, Indian Territory , a distance of six miles . 

I have forwarded to the principal Chief of the Cherokee 

Nation, and also to the Governor of the Choctaw Nation , copies 

of these maps with instructions to get the receipts from the 

Go vernors , and as soon as the same are received will forward them 

to you . 

The damages on the above mentioned line have been paid , but 

it seems , through an oversight , that ~ps have not been hereto­

t ore :ti led, although our records show that there appears to have 

been no r e cord made of them whatever , in the material department 
52775. 



I, E. D. i s , being f irst duly sworn , he reby state 

under oath tha t I am President of the Pioneer Telephone and Tele­

graph Company , wh ich company operates certain lines in Indian 

Territory; t hat every possible effor t has been na de to as certain 

the dates of co nstruction of lines here i naf t er mentioned purchased 

by such company after the same had been constructed and operated 

a number of years ; that the companies originally acquir i ng right ­

of- way and which constructed these lines have been called upon 

to suppl y t h i s data but in some cases the compani es have ceased 

to exist and the proper persons who should have knowledge of 

this fa ct cannot be lmca ted ; that in other cases the records of 

these companies are inco pl ete and the data can only be given 

approximately; th e1 t in some cases the date of construction could 

e as certained approximately f rom the older residents in t he 

different localit ies . 

The exact date of constructi on of the se line s is , there -

fore , gi ve n here the sa e can be ascertained and in other ca ses 

the approximate date of construction is given , whi ch appro ximate 

dates have been arrived a t from t he best infor tion ob tainable 

in each case . 

... ' rom Collinsville to Owasso , 7 . 61 mis . Se t . 1 904 • 

" Bartlesville to osage Line , • " Hch . 1902 . 

" 

" 

" 

" 
" 

Dewey al ong Katy Hy . to 
' ansas State L ne near 
Coffeyville , 1 

23 . 2 
Kan s as tate Li ne near hetopa 
a l ong aty y. to Vinita , 24 . 7 
Vini ta along Katy y . to 

agoner , 
Co e ta to Verd r k , 

agoner to ,uskogee 
aty Ry . 

along 

49 . 3 
19 . 5 

1 5 . 4 

" Mus koge · a long 
rufaula , 

aty y . t o 
34 , 5 

1639? 

" 
" 

" 
" 
II 

" 

8 /15/05 

1/ch . 1900 

Mch . 190 
J uly l , •03 

Prior t o 
rfarch 3 ' ' 01 

" " " 
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From ~ ~skogee to 
Midland Vall ey 

usse ll a long 
y .' 

From 

n 

Corre e. t a l ong >1Us agee 
Union Ry., outh1v esterly , 

~ uldrow to .aple , 

Shady o i n t to utter , 

" 
" South k lest er to Duran t 

t aka t o Coa l ga te a long 
Kat y l y . 

" ntl ers to Red Ri ver , 
" Durant to hle ad Junct ion 

al ong 1r i co Hy ., 
" u l phur t o J t . Lou is and 

San Francisco y ., 
Ch i ckasha North to klahoma 

n 

" 
" 

" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
II 

" 
" 

Li ne . 
·· eleetka to astle along 
Ft . mith & /estern y ., 
da to Byars , 

cGee to orth kl ahoma 
line , 

da to ana a , 
oalgat e t o J ton e,all , 

Chel sea to llu e , 
t one wa l l to da , 
i ster t o Poteau 

Hu ghes to Tal i hina , 
.t n t l ers to Kosoma , 
Barren ~ark to e ~ t vi lle , 
list er t o H l ber.ton , 

a cullin to Red River a lon g 
Clri sco Ry ., 

(Si gned) .u . 

20 . 05 I i s . July , 1904 . 
.vhich line wa s aban­
doned J une 20 , 1905 . 

3 . 11 about 7/l/1903 . 

5 . Don ' t know- l ine aband­
oned . 

7 . Don ' t know- l ine 
abandoned . 

75 . 5 t is . "H,all of 1 902. 

16 . 38 11 

26 . 02 It 

7 . " 

6 . 57 II 

10/15/ 1904 
bout l / l/1903 . 

11 l/l/03 . 

pri l 7 , 1905 . 

21 . 5 " Pr i or to l 01 . 

20 . 1 " ugust 1903 . 
25 . " July l 03 . 

9 . u February 1 03 . 
16 . 8 " 12/15/ 04 
2 2 • 2 ,, 1 I 1 I 4 
11 . II 4/1 5/ 5 
12 . " ll/21/ 5 

8 . 5 " 3 / 24/06 . 
23 . 6 " 3/ 24/ 06 . 
11 . 9 " No t comp lete • 

7 . " 7 '~ . l 2 
3/ 24/ 06 

58 . " !arch 20 , 1 

• i ms 

u UB \I B n l m s .. oR before e t h i s irst day o f 
l\·ay , • D. l 06 . 

S , 1. L . 

i gned) • 1· • a tl edge o 

o t ary Public . 

:y commi s s i on expires June 5 , 1906 . 

1 639 7 



D E P A R T M ~ N T OF 
''l HI NGT 

DIF ECT . 

I . T . D. 7366 - 19 06 . 

THE I N T E R I R. 

ay 3 , 1906 . 

The United St a tes Indi an Inspector 
for Indi an Ter r i to ry , Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Sir : 

There are inclos ed herewi th co py of a letter recei ved 

from t he Indi an ff ice, concerning the theft of the Creek and 

Seminole rolls , with certain newsp aper clippings , and copy of 

a communi ca t ion f rom uessrs . pple and Franklin to , • w. 

~right , ttorney a t Lav , in the Corcoran Building , of this city , 

dated ~ arch 2 , 1906 , with c opies of aff i da vits of Nannie Buck-

anon , Boswell , I ndian Ter ritory , dated arch l , 1906 ; also of 

Emmer Sisney , sworn to .:arch 17 , 1906 , an d co py of letter f rom 

, • Vi . i1 ritht to v~essr s . pp l e and Frank lin , da ted 1Iarch 5 , 1906 , 

with a copy of a letter from s aid · right to the commi ss ioner 

t o t h e Five Civili z~d Tri bes , dated ~arch 5, 1906 , wi th memoran­

da made fibr the 11.ss i sta nt Commi ssi oner of Irrl i an ffa irs , dated 

April 23 , l 06 . 

You a re directed to mak e a thorough an d comple te inves ­

tigation of t he ma tt ers referred to and make report thereon in 

duplicate with r eturn of t he papers . 

espectfully , 
Thos . Rya n . 

2 inclosures . _irst Ass stant ~ ec . 
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Norton, Indian Territory . 
May ?,1906. 

Dana H.Kelsey, 

Dear Sir: 

I will inform you a letter which stating that I would 

like to know if I c an get an Indian Police force . 

If' so I wish you could do sarre favor for me . Agent? To 

get a force from you . If a chance for me . I would be verry (Sic) 

much oblige {Sic) if you can put me in as Indian Police . 

Let me know soon as possible Agent? I am Chickasaw by 

blood, age 25 years old, wei.ght 150 pounds , height 5 feet 6 inches . 

Please ·peel ice. If so you can and dont drink are (Sic) 

gamble are (Sic} nothing I would like to be an officer to do 

~ (Sic) thing. I have ben (Sic} staying in store for long 

time and so I would like get out and do sonething. 

Answer real soon. 

Yours truly , 

Ben Under ood. 

Norton , I . T. 



1187 9, 1906 

Ind . Ter . 190-

- --- - ---- For Re ceive d o 

$ ___ ____ )Dolla rs f or advanced rents and roya l tie s u pon 

lands here inafter de s cribed , as provided to be pa i d under the 

terms of a certa in oil and gas mining lease g i ven to said __ _ 

on the day o f 190 ----- ---- -
which sum of money shall be credit ed upon the royaltie accruing 

to me when sai d lands sha ll bec o e oi l and gas producing prope r ty , 

as provi ded in the te r ms of sai d oil a nd gas mi n i n g lease above 

refered ( S ic ) to : 

Witnessed b --

(Endors e d) Union ' gency // 14127 Recei ved , ay 19 , 1906 . Off ice 
of U. ;:; . ndian Inspector for Ind i an Terr i tory . .v ashing ton , . c. 
May 16, 1 90 6 . 'e cretnry . efers fo r appro . a c t ion letter of 
John Doe encl osing form of receipt use d by certain cmmpani es 
under oii and ga s l eases , ond suggesti g i nvestigat ion of opera­
tions of The Kans as ~a t ., Gas & il Co ., should be made . 



SUBJECT : Construe t ion, rroll-Ri ght - of- ,Jay . 

P I 0 N E E R T L P H 0 N E & T E L E G R _ P H 

Oka l ahom Ci ty , Okl aho,a 
1- ay 9 , 1906 . 

J. Ge o • v' ri ght , U. • nd i 1:1 n n p e c tor , 

r~ u sk ogee , Indi an Terri tory . 

Dear S:ir : 

co . 

Replyi ng to your favor of ay , referring to the line 

from Dewey, a lo ng t he Katy Railroa d to the -ansas s t ate Line near 

Coff eyville, a d i s tan ce of 23 . 2 miles , whe re the date of comple-

tion is g iven as ugust l o , 1905 , which you say "is ev ident ly a 

typographical error , as such line was in operation when you pur -

chased the s ame f ro the Cherokee Na tion Te lephone Company" , and 

that we h£1 ve pa i d taxes on such l in e from .. arch 11 , to Ju e 30 , 

1905. 

If ~1 e have pai d taxes on this line prior to ugust 15 , 

1905, it wa s a mi s tak e because the line was not completed and in 

operation un t il that date . Th is is a ne line we built after pur ­

chasing t he Cherokee Nat ion Telephone Campa y ' s property . That 

company had the ri ght-of- way for a line along this r oute but had 

not constructed i t . If you f i nd th t e have paid taxes on t his 

line from ~arch 1 , t o June 30 , 190 

for that amount . 

e should be given credit 1 

Referring to the line s from ~ruldrow to ·aple , and f rom 

Shady Point to ' u t t er , t he date of construct i on we have been 

unable to obt a in . Howe ver , \le wil l make another effort to f ind 

out as ne arly as pos s ible the dute of the construction of this 

line. 
16 
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I will say that this pr operty was purchased by us from 

an 1.dmi n i s tr a tor of t he Bre edl ov e e sta t e , an d was sold by t he 

order of t he Court , f re e and clear f rom any liens or encumbrances . 

' /ill you kindly advi s e e whe t her or not in ca se you f ind 

there was unp a i d t axes or damages due on t his line ~e would be 

re s po ns i ble f or t he s ame or wou:}.d t he claim be ff il ed wi t h the 

Administra tor . 

egarding t he line from Tamaha to 1hi tefield , 24 mims , 

will s ay that the best infor mation ,e can ge t i s that t his l i ne 

was constructed prior to 1901 . The prob abi l ities ar e tha t t he 

line from ufaula to · hitef i eld wa s co nstructed at the s a e , 

but we did not purchase t he line from Eufaula to .bitef ield when 

we took ov er t he other property . This line ha d been abandoned 

and was not in operat i on and we di d no t purchase t hat property 

but it is my unders t anding that we did pur chase the Tamaha- ·:lhi te ­

field line and t he same is in opera t i on . 

Yours very r espectfully , 

• D. i ms . 

:President . 

( endonsed) Un ion .. gency # 55616 ece ived ,ay l l , l 06 . ffic e 
of u.s. Indi an nspector f or Indi ~n err itory . Oklaho a Cit y , 
May 9 , 1 906 . • D. Ni ms , . r e s . Ploneer T. & T. Co . Reports r e ­
l ative certa in tele phone 11nes . 

( 



Dana H.Kel sey , 

U.S .Indi an Agent , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

Norton , I . T. 

ay 1? ,1906 . 

In regard to Burney Underwoods application to act as police , 

you sh ould be careful . I am satisfied be has some other motive 

in view to get a right to carry a gunn . (Sic) He is a young 

man and f ul l blood . H~ seems to be posesed (Sic) of an over-

baring (Sic) princi ble (Sic) when drinking only . He has payed 

a fie w (Sic) f i nes in the last fiew (Sic) months and it seems as 

though he has got it in for some boddy . (Sic) His wife is a 

white woman. Hi m end his other all l ive togeather (Sic) . They 

are all at outs or dont like each otrer and the wanen are afraid 

of him w~n he gets drunk . His father- in- law and brother- in-

law and f amli es (Sic) all live on the place , making a crop and 

Burney has go t it in for them also . They are not afraid of 

him nor t h ey wont hurt him, but if he was give permission to 

carry a gunn (S ic) and got drunk he might hurt some of them or 

try. He a l so seems to be absonminded (Sic) at tims (Si c) . 

Romines is h i s f ather - in- laws name and there is other famlies 

(Sic) livei ng (Sic) on the same farm by the na:ne of Brown . I 

dont know what sort of people any of them are . They are a].l 

rela ted, and there was a single man living with one famley (Sic) 

or the Browns, making a crop • Its claimed had sane two or 
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$300. (three hundred) dollars . He has disapeard (Sic) and it 

seems as though no o:re seen (Sic) him after he left the house, 

excet (Sic) Browns famley (Sic) . He left in the evening awhile 

before sunset last Sat teday (Sic) 13th and never has been seen 

nor heard of since . He has a go od spand of muls (Sic) and 

wagon. He oned (Sic) som other stock . Bro,wns claims that they 

bougt {Sic) his crop . They say that they new (Sic) he was 

fixing to leave but the idia (Sic) of him leaving the house just 

before dark and not saying anothing to any one as to where he 

was going or how long he intend staying and its 6 or 7 miles 

to the r a ilroad station. Suming (Si c) it all up it naturaly (Sic) 

leads one to think that there has been foul play by sane one . 

Unless he was on the dodge and got scared and sliped (Sic) off in 

that way and an understanding with the Browns to make this sort 

of report. I have sised (Sic) it up in all sorts of shaps (Sic ). 

Maybe i'll work it out after awhile . But Burney Underwpod dont 

want permission to carry a gunn (Sic) untill (Sic) he reforms . You 

may stand him off from time to time after awhile he will desid (Sic ) 

that he dont want any gunn (Sic) . No one Will not hurt him if 

he hasent (Sic) got a gunn (Sic). 

Yours , 

Cicero S. Potts . 

Dtct . &. Protect . 

I 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy No . ll3 Received May 19 , 1906 Office of Uhi t ed 
States Indian Agent Mus cogee , Ind .Ter . May 17 ,1906 Ci cero S . Potts , 
Dtct. &. Protect., N~rton,I.T.---- rites in regard to on Burney 
Underwood, also some or his relatives, and suspects foul play to 
one man.----



~ stimate of cost of testing coal lands in 

Indian Territory . 

The Honorable 

Sir: 

·ay 19 , . 1906 . 

Referring to your letter of pril 25 , in wh ich you re ­

quest an estimate of t he probable cost of testing the value of 

the coa 1 in Indian Terri tory fields , and my reply of pr i l 27 , 

I beg to state that tha necessary infor mat ion has been secured 

for maki ng such an estimate . 

The coal beds of t!:e Indian Terri tory f ields have been so 

thoroughl y opened by test p its on the outcrop and these test 

pits have been so thoroughly examined by Mr . Taff and his assis­

tants, that it is not p robable much addi tional information 

regarding the extent and value of the coal can be obtained from 

this source . Recourse must be had therefore to drilling . It 

is believe d that at le'ast one t es t hole should be put do n on 

each of t .he 362 tracts into h ic h t re co a l districts have been 

su bdi vi ded . Further , trese holes should be so located t..ha t 

their ave r age depth to the ma i n coal seam will be about 500 

feet. To test the entire field on this plan will trerefore 

require t he drilling of 18 1000 feet . It is estimated tha t this 

drilling can be do re in a period of four years , 11th five dri 11 

outfits in c har ge of one competent expert . Tbe cost of the 

five outfits co mplete ill be about 12 , 500 , and the cost of 

drilling under the conditions prevailing in Indian Territory 
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will probably average about <;p l . 25 per foot . Allowing ·1?2 , 000 

per ye ar for four years , tre cost of expert geologic supervi-

sion will amount to $8 , 000 . The total cost of the work 

appears in the following tabula r · s t a t ement :· 

Estima t ed number of dr ill holes needed to test t he f ield , 362 

Average depth------------------------------------------- 500 ft 
' 

Tot a l number of feet to be drille d--------·-----------T 181900 

Cost of dr illing a t $1 . 25 per foot ----- -~------------- 226250 

Cost of five. { 5 ) dri. l~ outfits complete----------:----- 12500 

Cost of geologic supervision (loc ati ng ho l es } 
., ·2000 per annum for four years-------------------- 8000 

Time re quired , 4 years 

Tot a l est i mated cost 246750 

Very r e spectfully , 

Chas . D. alcot t . 

Director . 

(Endorse d ) Union Agency No . l 4244 Received May 29 , 1906 Off ice of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory . ' ashington , D. C. a '!( 
25,1906.Secretary .----Spe c i a l T- --Dire c t s Inspe c tor to ~ke J.n ­
vestigation and report, i n connection wi th reJ? o:r:t of D1rector 
of Geologica l Survey , probable cost of de t erm1n1ng value of coa l 
in Ind.Ter. f ields . (Director ' s r eport not e ncl . }----



DEPARTMENT OF TEE INrERIOR , 
vashi ngton . 

May 25 , 1906 . 

Mr. J. George IJright , 

U.s . I ndian Inspe c tor , 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory. 

S ir: 

Rece n tly , a conference was had at the Department bet ween 

your self, Mr . Cameron , the Mi ne Inspector for tffi Indian Terri­

t ory , and the Secretary of t :he Interior , in relation to t he depo-

sit s of co al i n the Indian Terri tory . t that time , the repor t 

made by Mr . Taff , on coal. beds of the Indian Terri tory , las 

d i s cussed , :fro m wh ich it appeared tha t he had opened test p its 

on t~ outcro ps of coal , and thereafter examined the same . 

Thereaf ter , a c all was made upon the Director of the Geologi­

cal Survey , for an estimate of the pr obable cost of testing the 

va l ue of the coal in the Indian Terri tory fields , and a co p y of 

h i s estimate is here · th transmitted for your infonnati on . I t 

Will be observed therefrom that he expresses the op inion that 

it Will be nece ssary to drill a large number of deep test ho les 

in the se veral c oal di stricts ; that the vn rk in c onnection 

t herewith ill cover a period of four years ; and that the total 

estimated cost t hereof will be 246 , 750 . 00 . 

I have t o request , trerefore , that you ill c onfer with 

Mr . Caneron and • Bixby in t hi s matter , and after careful 

consideration of t h e rna t ters set up in tbe Dire ctor ' s letter , 
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advise me as t o your conclusions as to t~ c orrectness t hereof , 

and a s t o whetmr or not there is any other feas ible and less 

expensive means of getting at the value of t~ coal in the d i s ­

trict , tog ether i t h any other informa~ion on the subje c t that 

will be of assistance in rea ching a conc lusion in the :pr emises . 

Possibly , there may be i n t he :possession of the various lessees 

information a s to th value of the :properties now under le ase by 

t,b,m , h ic h may be obtai ned . I understand th a t men you were 

at t he Department you had a. map shovli.ng t~ location of a ll these 

co a l l eases in t he Indian Terri tory , and the names of the lessee s ; 

and a l s o a :printed statemen t covering tm dates of t he leases , 

the width of t he veins , and ot her information. If you have no 

cop y of t .he map in question ~ you c an forward t he original to the 

Dep a r tment , · t h ruch additions thereto as you deem ne ce ssary ; 

and I wi ll c au se a tra cing tooreof to be made , mich il l be use ­

ful t o you , no doubt , in connection with your annua l report of 

operati ons during the present fisc year . 

I have also to re quest that you will v e ry c arefully 

conside r • Taff ' s re port herei nbefore mentioned , and ke such 

inquiry as wi 11 enable you t o determioo , s far as practicable , 

the IOOans employed and the ork actually dore by him in securing 

t~ i nfor mat i on embodied in his r epo rt i n regard to the coal beds 

of the Terr itor y , as a result of hich he r eached the conc lusions 

set forth in sai d report . 

If cons i stent i th too despatch of your other duties , it 

is desired that t his matter be made special 

P. & • Div o 

Very respectfully , 

1 . A. Hit chco ck , 
ecretary. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

I.T.D. 85?9-1906 . 
ashing t on . 

July 14 , 1906 . 

The United States Indian Inspector 

for I ndian Terri tory , Muskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Sir: 

Referri ng to departmental letter of even date , trans­

mitti ng a copy of the Indian Appropriation Act for the fiscal 

ye a r ending June Z0 , 190? , approved June 21 , 1906 (Public No . 

258}, your attention is invited to th:l fourth paragraph on 

page 16 t hereof , which reads --

Ten t h ousand dollars , or so much thereof as may be neces­

sary, t o b e immedi ately a vailable , in the payment of indebtedness 

alre a dy i n c urred , ne cessar ily expended in suppressing the spread 

of sma llpox i n the Indian Terr i tory during the fiscal year ended 

June t h irt ieth , nineteen hundred , al l accounts to be first examin­

ed and appr oved by t.he e cre t ary of the Interior as just and 

reaso nabl e before being paid . 

Also to the seventh paragraph, which reads 

To c arr y out the provisions of section ten of the supplemental 

agreement s wi th t h3 Creek Nati on , as r atified by the act of June 

thirtieth n ineteen hundred and two , and secti on thirty- seven 
' 

of the c he ro kee agreEment , as ratified by the Ac t of July first , 

nineteen hund red and t wo , eight thousand dollars . 

And to t he firs t paragraph on page 23 , which reads 
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That too Se cretary of the Interior is authorized , under such 

rules and regulations as he may prescribe , to continue the pub­

lication a! the Cherokee Advocate , at Tahle quah, Indian Territory, 

until June thirtieth, nineteen hundred and seven , and to pay the 

expense of t he same out of tbe trib a l funds of the Cherokee 

Nation. 

You are re que sted to make report on e a ch of said paragraphs , 

W1 th a draft of such regulations in e a ch c ase a s in yo ur judg­

ment ought to be promulgated for t m purp ose of ca rrying out the 

several provisions of said act , above r eferred to . 

Respectfully , 

Jesse E. ilson 

Assistant Se cretary. 

Through the Comrnissiorer of Indian Affa i rs . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No . l4653 Received Jul . 20 , 1906 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Terri tory . ashington , D . C . Jul~ 
14, 1906 Secretary .----Calls for report and draft of regulat1ons 
under certain provisions of the Indian Appropria t ion Act 190? .----



D E P A R T M E : T OF THE 
HiiTGTO N. 

I.T. D. 12526-1906 . 

Unite« St a t es Indian Inspector 

I l T E R I 0 R. 

.July 17, 1906 . 

f or I ndian Territory , 1uskogee , Ind . T. 

$ir: 

n .June 14 , 1906 , you t r ansmitted a re port r elative to 

the g iving out of i nforma tion c onc erni ng applicatio ns for t he re ­

moval of r estr icti ons 11r:1 de b y a llottees of the ive Civilized 

Tribes. 

You recomm end that t he ins tructions heretofore iven 

that no i nforma tion whatever be given out concerni ng applic a tions 

for t he removal of restrictions be an. ended so as to permit he 

giving out of informati on to i n tere s ted parties as to vhe t her 

or not an applica tion ha s been forwarded f or t he consideration 

of the Department . 

The Indian Offi ce con curs in your r eco mmend a tion . 

copy of it s le tter is inclosed . 

You are advised t ha t the Depa rtment has this day re ­

quested the Indian ffice to modi f y its ins tructions of eb ­

ruary 19, 1 906 , to .r~ge nt Kelsey so a s to permi t inf ormation to 

be given to part i es i n i ntere s t as to t he ti me hen a pp lications 

for t he remov al of restriction s a r e for warded f or de artrental 

dons idera ti on. 
espe ctfull y , 

(Endorsed) Union gency ,¥ 14670 Rece i ved 
S. Indian Ins~ c tor for Indian. Terr i t ory . 

Thos . yan . 
cting 3ecret ary • 

.Jul. 2l,l906 . 0f f ic e 
,' ashingt on , . c. 

of u. 



-~ 

(Endorsed) Cont. July 1?, 1906 . Secretary . ends instruct i ons 

relative giving out information in r~ appli cat i ons r emo va l of res­

trictions. # 146?0 



D E R T .1 I\ T F T I IT m , R I R. 

1 HII GT ~ . 

I . T. D. 1259 2- 1906 . July 20 , 1906 . 

Direct. 

United St a tes Ind i an Inspector 

f or I ndian Terri tory , .iuskogee , I nd . T. 

Sir: 

The Dep artra.ent is in receipt of your letter of July 11 , 

1906 , t r ans mitting an agreemen t extending the terms of a contr act 

or i gi nall y entered into an December 3 , 1904 , with the s t . Vin­

cent's Insti t ut i on for t h e Insane , at St . Louis , .:ol ., for t he 

car e of insane persons f rom I ndian Territor y , not Indians , for 

a pe r i od of one yea r fro m J une 30 , 1906 , or unt il J une 30 , 190 7 . 

The onl y change in the prov i sio ns of t he origi nal con-

tract is a prov i s i on that no more negroes shall be conf i ned in 

said i ns t itution . 

Thi s agreeme nt i s da t ed June 30 , 19 6 , and is executed 

by the St . Vi nc ent ' s Institut ion fo r t he Insane , and the Unit ed 

St a tes Fidel i ty and Gua r anty Compa ny , sure t y on the bond accom­

panying the cont r ac t , ha s also i nd or sed its consent :.b o the exten­

sion of s a i d contra c t , and agr ees t ha t the bond shall remain i n 

full forc e a nd effect until June 30 , 1907. 
' 

It a p pears t hat t hey have no separ ate ~ards for negr oe s , 

and ha ve no f a cil it i e s or provi s i ons ma de for car i ng for them 

separate from t .b e wh ites . They agr ee , however , t o keep t he 

14:684 
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seven ne gores (Sic) now confined in such institution unt il 

such time as they c an ·be discharged , pro vided no more are sent 

there. 

There appears to be no obje ction to the extension of 

the contr ac t wi th the t . Vincent's Institut ion for the Insane 

for the period named in the contract . have this day executed 

said agre ement , in quadruplicate , and t hree parts t he reof are 

:teturned her ewi th for appropriate d ispos tion (Sic. 

You are author ized to submit propos itions from such 

institutions hich may have the facilities and make of fer s for 

the care of ins ane negroes who are not members of any tribe in 

the Indi an Territor y. 

Respectful ly , 

Thos . R an . 
3 inclo"' u re s . cting uecretary . 

(Endor s e d) n i on 1 gency ~ 14684 Re ceived July 23 , 1906 . Office 
of U. S . Indi an Inspector for Indian Territory . "ashing~on , D. C. 
July 20 1 906 . J ecretary . ~uthority to submit propssit1ons from 
certain'insti tut i ons for care of insane negro es (not Indians) in 
Ind.T. Returns executed agreements with J t . Vincent ' s nstitut i on . 



L a n d. 
T OF TH.l.!: INTJ£RI OR , 

Offic e of Indian Affairs , 

tashington . 

ugust 14, 190 6 . 

J. George right , ~sq ., 

Sir: 

Unit ed tates Indian Inspector , 
Muskogee , I . T . 

You are hereby advised that the ecre t y of the 

Interior has appointed 1\.11'. Till· m • Johnson , of aryland , a 

Speci al Officer to assist in t~ suppression of the liquor traf­

fic i n t he Indian Terri tory and klahom unde r the provisions 

of t ~ c t , approved Ju~ , 1906 (Pub lic :Jo . 258 ) , making 

appropri ati ons fort~ current and contingent eJq)enses of the 

Indian Depar"tznent ,. etc ., for the f iscal year , 1907 . 

All mai l address d to Mr . Johns·on , care t he United 

St ate s I ndi an gent , uskogee , Indian Terri tory , · ill rea ch h i m. 

His du t i es 'f i ll be to t ake suc h action as ;y be necessary to 

suppr ess the traffic in i ntoxica ting liquors among the Indians 

in t .te se Terri tor i es . You are crefore instructe d to cooper-

ate ri t h him and extend to him every facility possible in the 

discharge of h is duties . If you .ba. ve r eason to b elieve t at the 

l aw agai nst the sale of liquor to I ndian s is being violate d , 

you Will pr omptly advis e him of t facts in t ~ c ase . 

Very r spe c tfully , 

c. . Larrabee , 

cting Commissioner . 

T.B. ,E. 

I 
') 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l49?0 Received ug .l6, 1906 Office of 
u.s.Indian Ins~ector for Indian Te rri tory . ashington , D. C. aug . 
14 1906.Commi s sioner .----Advises ecy of I nt . has appoint ed ~. 
E.johnson , of Md., spe: cia l officer , t o as si s t in suppressi on 
of liquor traffic in Ind·. T. and kl a . ----



D E P A R T 

Accounts 
Auth-100864 
1 Encl. 

~ T OF TH I N T E R I 0 R. 
0 FICE OF I NDL N Ji ,_.., .._• .,:..IRS . 

, S I .1.' G'.~. 0 IJ . 

ugust 15 , 1906 . 

Mr. J. George .vrigh t , 

Sir: 

U •• ~ndi an nspector for nd ian Territory , 

· us k o gee , I . T • 

Your l etter da ted the 1st instant , addressed to the 

Secretary of t he Interior , recommend ing t he pro motion of .rr . 

'fi ll iam H. Crawford , '1 erk a t t he Union Agency , from 1500 to 

1800 per annum , app roved by the Secretary under da te of the 

lst instant, is enclosed he rewith . 

You will report the promo tion of I ~r . Cra ford on 

form 5-240 for the records of t he off ice . 

Very respectfully , 

C. ". Lar rabee , 
cting Commiss ioner . 

(EndoBsed ) Union Agency ' 14971 Received ug . 17 , 1908 . Offi de 
of u. s . Indian Inspe c tor for I ndian Territory . .rashington, D. c. 
ug. 15, 1906 . ommissi oner . eturns approved by ecretary 

Interior, promo tion of l erk im. J. Crawford t o ~1 , 80 0 . per an­
num from Augl,l906. 

) 



DEPART11ENT OF THE I Nr 1RIOR , 

lash ingt on . 

September 5 , 1906 . 

Mr. J • George · right , 

Sir: 

U. S . I ndian Inspector f' or Indi an Terri tory , 
Mu skogee, Indian Terri tor y . 

I have to invite your attention to the fact that Sect i on 

3738 of the Revised tatutes provides as fol lows : 

"Eight hours shall constitute a day ' s work for all laborers, 

workmen, and n:e chanics who may be employed by or on behalf of 

the Govern.rm n t of' t he Unit ed States • " 

The Act of August 1 , 1892 (27 Stat . 340} provides as follows : 

"That the s ervice and employment of all labore r s and me­

chanics m. o are now or may be reafter be employed by tte Govern­

ment of the United States , by the District of Col umbia , or by 

any contractor or subc ontrac tor upon rully of the publ ic works of 

the United St ates or of the said District of Columbia , i s hereby 

limited and r estric ted to eight ho ur s in any ore calendar day , 

and it sball be unlawful fo;r any officer of the Unit ed tates 

Govem~m nt or af the Distri ct of Col umb ia or any such contractor 

or subcontractor whose du ty it shall be to employ , direct or 

control the services of such l aborers or mechan ic s to reguire 

or pei'IIlit any such l aborer or :u.e chanic to work more than eight 

hours in any calendar day e xcept i n c ase of extraordinary 

emergency. 

"'Sec. 2 . Tha t any officer or agent of the Government of 

the United S tate s or of the Dis trict of Columbia , or any con­

tractor or subcontractor whos e duty it shall be to employ , 
1518'1 

.) 
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direct or co ntrol any laborer or mechanic employed upon any of 

the public works of tbe Uni t ed States or of the District of 

Columbia who sl1all int entionally violate any provision of this 

act, s hal l be de emed guilty of a mi sdemeanor , and for each and 

every ruch offense shall upon conviction be punished by a fine 

not to e xceed one thousand dollars or by i mpri sonment for not 

more th an six months , or by both such fine and i mprisonment , in 

the di screti on of the court havi ng juris diction t hereof . " 

Th is 1 atter a ct was held by the Attorney- General , under 

date of August 27 , 1902 (20 Opin . Atty. Gen . 459) , to be of general 

applic ation , and it was stated by him that the limitation as to 

public v1.orks in the act applies only to such persons as are 

in t he employ of contractors and subcontractors . 

I have to reque s t that you :rill a t once advi se too Depar t ­

I~Ent as to whether or not there are any mechanics or laborers 

employed in your Office , or by contractors executing work under 

your supervision , .M:l.o are employe d mor e than eigh t hours a day . 

If t rere are any such l aborers or mechanics so employed , a state­

ment should be submitted giving t .he number,. t.beir rade and rate 

ot compe nsation , where they are employed and length of employment ; 

and if it ill not involve any great amount of l abor , the names 

of such persons should be g iven . 

This matter should receive i mmediate consideration . 

Very respectfully , 

Thos . Ryan 

P. &. M. Div. Ac ting ecretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .l518 7 Re ed Sep . 7 , 1906 Off ice of U. S . In­
dian Insp.for r.T. 7ash. D. C. Sept . 5 ,1906 . Se cy----Requests advi ce rel. 
laborers mechani cs or workmen employed more than 8 hrs per day 

under Inspectors supervi si on .---~-------~------------------~--~----~ 
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D EPARTMENT 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

WASHINGTON 
I.T.D. ?418-19 06 . • 

September ? , 1906 . 

United States Indian Ins pector 

for Indian Territory, Muskogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of April 10 , 1906 , 

forwardin g an application for permission to construct and operate 

a te1ephon~ exchange in the town of Mill Creek, Ind Q T., accom­

panied by a map in duplicate , showing the location of the several 

lines of pol es for which right of way is desired , and remittance 

in the sum of $10 . 20 in the form of draft dated April 10 , 1906 , 

tendered in payment of damages and annual taxes thereon . 

Computing the damages and annua l taxes i n accordanc e with 

the instru ctions containing in depar tmental let ter of March 10, 

1906, rela t iv e to the town of Bristow, you f ind the amount due 

to be the sum named above . You recommend that the right of 

way be granted as requested , tha t permission be granted to 

operate an exchange in the town of ill Creek , Ind . T., and the 

remittance tendered be ·accepted in payment of general dama ges and 

taxes from May 1 to June 30 , 1905 . 

You r equest that one copy of the inclosed map , f orwar ded 

by you, be re turned for appropriate disposition . 

Forwarding the papers in the matter on May 1 , 1906 , the 

Indian Office concurred in your recommendat ions. 

Indian Office letter of s aid date is inclosed . 

152?1 

A copy of 
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The Department is not sufficiently advised as to the date 

of the completion of the line covered by the application of 

Messrs. Webster and Kirby. The papers submitted however indi­

cate that said line was not completed until some time during 

the year, 1905. The records of the Department show that the 

town plat of Mill Creek was approved November 12, 1903. It is 

therefore possible that this matter comes within the approved 

opinion of the Assistant Att orney~General of June 9, 1906, rel­

ative to the town of Wetumka . Your attention is also directed 

to the approved opinion of the As 'stant Attorney- General of 

October 27, 1905, concerning the collection of taxes in incor­

porated towns in Indian Territory . 

To the end that the Department may be sufficiently adv ised 

in the matter, a further report is requested . 

Respectful l y , 

Thos . Rwan , 

1 inclosure. Acting Secre tary . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No . l527l .Reoeived .Sep . 17 ,1906 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Terr itory . Washington ,D. C. Sept . 7,' 06 . 
Secretary.-----Requests further report relative date of construction 
of line and tel Ex in Mill Creek , I . T. 



IJr . J. Ge o . /r ight. 

u.s . Ind i an n pe dtor , 

uskogee , nd . er . 

Dear Sir :-

A F H CO . 

k l ahoma Ci ty , k l ahoma 

/ 8 / l 06 . 

ere it h ~e beg to hand you voucher o . H. 313 

dated o e pt ember 5th f or .Jl 33 l . 41 covering tribal damage 

and taxe s on toll lines i n ndian Territory to J une 30, 

1905. 

l eas e si gn and return the voucher to us a t your 

earliest convenience nd oblig e , 

Yours trul y , 

11 . • Larsh . 

L sst . Treas . 

(Endar sed) Union gency // 58513 eceived 3ep . 10 , l 06 . Offi ce 
of U. S . Indian Inspe cto1 for Ind i an Terr i tory . klahoma Ci t , 
Ok la., .Sept . s , l 06 . I l• ~R T~ ' ·r 1 & T L -~ R T C • -.-:n c . voucher 
Uo. 313 for '1331 . 41 covering trabal damages and taxes on te l . 
lines in Ind . Ter . 



THE ~ ST RN UNIO TELEGRAPH COMP Y 

RECEIVED at 112 .KS .Fs . N. 30 Collect Govt . 

D - ' ashington , D. C. Oct . 3rd- 06 . 

V ri ght, Inspector , 

uskogee ,I . T. 

Attorney general will appe a r b efo r e the supre~ cour t for 

Indians personal appearance of orter and others mentioned 

by you not necessary , 

Thos . yan ctg . Se cy . 6 : 10 p • 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency ro . 15569 Re ceived Oct 4 ,1906 ff ice of 
U. S.Indian I nspector for Indi an Territory. as h i ngto n , D. C. Oct . 
3 ,1906 . Secretary .---- IR 1: t t or ne y- G ne r a l 7ill appe a r be f ore 
Supre~ Court for I ndians . (In ~ .K . & T. l and c ase ) .----



Muskogee , I . T. 

Oct 10th ,l906 . 

J. George Wri ght, 

United S t ates Indian I nspe c tor , 

Muskogee, I . T . 

Dear Sir:-

Under your verbal ins true ti ons I visited the following towns 

herein named, and s ecured too information c o ncerning the dates 

that the telephone exchanges ere constructed in said towns :- All 

such exchange s . are operated by too Pioneer Tele phone & Telegr a ph 

Company. 

Town 

Sapulpa, I .T. 
Tulsa, I.T. 
Dewey ,I.T. 
Ramona, I.T. 
Chelsea,I.T. 
Vinita,I.T. 

Okmulgee,I.T. 
Copan,I.T. 

Miami,I.T. 
P~or Creek, I .T. 
Grant,I.T. 

Date of Construction of Exchanges . 

Sept . 2nd 1901 
Jany . 5th 1903 
March l st 1906 
Oc t . 2l st 1904 
Jany . 2lst 1901 
Aug . 2lst 1899 
Apl. 6th 1901 . 
May 1st 1906 
Sept . 26 t h 1899 
Jul y 2nd 1902 . 
August 1st 1905 . 

In reference to t h e lti nd i n which Dewey, I . T. in the Chero­
kee Nation is loca ted on, I e n close plat showing the descript i on , 
am also the naroo of t he al lot tees written thereon . 

Yours truly , 

A. A. Montee . 

(Endor.ad) Union Agenc y No.59163 Recei ved Oct. ll , l906 Office of 
U.S.Indian Insp e ctor for Ind ian Terri tory . Musk ogee ., I . T., Oc t . lO , 
1906.A.A.Montee.----Giving dates of co nstruc tion of cert . tel. 
lines operate d by Pioneer Tel. Co .----



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

W A S H I N G T 0 N. 

I.T.D. 19666-1906 . October 12 , 1906 . 

Direct. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for Indi an Territor y , Musko gee , I nd . T. 

Sir: 

The Dep artment a c kno ledges the rece i pt of your report of 

October 1, 1906 , rela t i ve to t he d is cha r ge a nd deat h of various 

persons hereto f or e admitt e d to the St . Vi ncent ' s I nst ituti on 

for the Insane , a t St . Louis , Mo., fr om the Ind i an Terr i t ory , 

and the same is approve d . 

Your a t tention is c a lled to the es cape f r m the institut ion 

of Wade H. Badgett and Sam Pat ch , a s well as other s heretofore 

reported. I f in your judgment the s e es capes are too nume r ous , 

you will suggest to t h e a s ylum author i t i es t hat greater car e 

should be exerci sed over t hos e i nma t e s conf i ded to t he care 

of the Institution by the Depar tment . 

Re spect f ully , 

Thos . Ryan , 

F i r s t Ass ist ant Secreta r y . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. l 569 ?.Recei~ed Oct . l 5 , 1906 . 0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector f or I ndi an Terri tor y . "la s hingt on ,D . C. Oct • 12, 1906 • 
Secreta ry----Approves report of Oc t . l , l906, r el a t ive ins ane per sons 
confined in St. Vi ncent 's Inst i tut i on , s uggest ing if e scap es ar e 
too numerous Institut i on s hould be not i f i ed more ca r e necessary to 
prevent same o 



, ~(\ 
'7 Oscar L. , iles, 

Genera l t t orne y , T. LOUI I ON iOU~T I N & SOUTIIERN R. R. CO . 
Lovick • Miles. 

Assistant t torney , 
For 

Mr . J. Geo . ri ght , 

U. S . Indian Inspector , 

1Iuskogee , I. T. 

My De ar Sir : 

LEGAL DEP • RT:t~ j NT 

est er n arkan s as & I ndi an Terri t or y . 

Ft . Smith , 1 rk . 

10/25¢0 6. 

I have your favor of ct . 18th , your rro . D- 15619- 1906 , 

in re station grounds along t he line of the Kans as and 

Valley ~ a ilway in t he Indi an Terr itory . 

kansas 

•or your i nformation , I will Si::J Y t hat I t hink the 

records in the ~ngineer ' s Off ic e at u skogee ~ ill s ho that 

when these s tat ion p a ts were s urveyed b y t he U. • Indi an •. gent 

oru engineer ~ent a long with your engineer and assisted to 

joint l y ma ke t hese sur ve ys s o that the boundaries of our s ta tion 

grounds ould correspond \lith t he pl a ts in your of f ice . I am 

morally certain this is true and an investi ga tion in your office 

should reveal t hi s fa ct . 

ir . H. v. i nk le y was the civil engineer in charge of 

t hese surveys , as I understand it , at t he time they '<; eremade . 

t all events , yo u will find thi::J t some such action as 

taken as I have herein indica ted . 

If r c an be of furth er ass i st ance to you in this matter , 

kindly l et me hear fr om you . 

Ve r y truly yours , 

scar L. J, iles . 

59536 
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(Endorsed ) Un i on gency # 59536 Received ct . 27 , 1906 . 

Of fice of u .• Indian Inspe ctor for ndian Territory . Ft . 

Smith, Ark ., ct . 25 , 1 06 . Osc ar L. Hiles . St a ti ng that the 

records of the engi ne er ' s of fice at ,uskogee will show thCllt 

station grounds were surveyed by the u . ~ . I nd . g t . 



P I 0 N ..!. · R H 0 N E & T ~ L , G R H C • 

k l ahoma City , Oklahoma 

November 1 , 1 06 . 

Mr. J. Geor e;e ~lr i gh t , 

De a r Sir: 

U. S . Ind i an Inspe ctor , 

I•.:us kogee , I . T . 

eferring further to your letter of Jul' 2d relat ive 

to the purchase of additional line s in the Indian Terr i tory b:· 

this Co pany , beg to advi se th t on 1ebru ry 1 , 1 6 
' 

e pur-

t!hased t he telephone lines of James J • .i' . oger s , .. 1uldrow , I . • , 

con s i st i ng of a line from ··u ·. row to :T t . mi th , length 1 6 ile s , 

and anothe r line from .• uldrow , I . T . to Ft . Smith , via Pa paw , 

20 mil es in length ; and another line from T •• ca tes , ·estvill e , 

I.T., co nsi sting of a line from .estville to the rkansas li ne 

a l ong the Fr i sco ra ilroad , 2 miles in l en t gh (Sic ) and another 

line from .• estville , . T . to t he ... rkansas line towards Cinc i nnat i , 

a di stan c e of 3 mil e ; ~pril 1 , 1 06 , we purchased of the all i ant 

Telephone Conpany , Vall i a nt , I . T., telephone lines extend ing from 

Valliant , I . T . to the ed River , 8 miles in length , and line 

from V llia nt to Garv in , a distance of 10 i miles ; July l th , 

we purchased a line extendi.ng from :ad i l l , I. . to -<'.Yles\ orth , 

a dist an ce of 12 miles ; ~1-ugust l st , · .. e purchased from the Ju c 

Service Te l ephone o pa ny of Jte ·rett , I •• , ~ line extend i g 

trom Dur e ... t to .ade , •• , a dic· tance of 30 miles , and D li .e 

trom 0 terrett , I . T . to t e ed iver v i a emp , a distance o f 20 

miles ; ~ugust 1 , 1906 , \e pure ased ro the uurant - ·e r naby Tele-
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phone Cor pan y of Dur ant , I . T. te l ephone line ext endi ng f rom a 

point 4 mi l es e as t of Dur ant t o Yuba , wi t h the pur , to arn­

by, a di stan ce of 28 miles ; ugust lst , e pur chas ed f r om the 

Ft. Towsen Telephone Compa ny , telephone l ine extending in a 

northe a s t erly direc tion f r om t . Towsen t o ; likch i v · a Rufe 

pos t offic e , a di stance of 21 mi l es , also line from Pt . r owsen 

south to rogv ille , a distan ce of 10 miles ; Jul y 1 , 1 06 we 

pur chas ed a l l of the t el ephone lines of the Ti s homingo Inter ­

na tio na l Tele phone Co pany at ishomingo , I . T., and as you no 

doub t , have the mileage of these lines in your off i ce , ·~ e would 

like to recei ve t a tement of taxe s on this pro perty , toge th er 

with all fo re go i ng l i nes . 

Yours truly , 

uthur . ha rton 

~ ud i tor . 

(Endorsed ) Union 1 genc y -t# 5 693 Received J:Tov . 3 , 19 6. f f ice of 
u •• I ndi an I ns pe c tor f or I ndi an Ter r i t ory . Oklahoma Ci t y , 
Okl a ., rov . 2 , 1 06 . Pi oneer tel . &, t el . o . Re l . t o having 
purchased c ert . t el . li ne s in I nd . ~Zft. 



P I 0 N E 

Hon. J . George right , 

In i an ns pector , 

.:uskoge e , I . • 

Dear ' i r : 

TE & T E L 'G P H CO. 

klahoma ity , Okla ., 

ovember 17 , 1906 . 

.! i th further reference to your letter of recent d' te , 

regarding dates of construction and abando ent of the fo llo -

i ng lines beg to gi ve you this information : The uldro - J~ap le 

l ine las constructed about Jay 1902 , and was aba.doned about 

June , 19 6 ; the Gans - uldrow line was constructed about -''eb ­

ruary , 18~8 , and abandoned a out June , l G6 ; The ~hady oint -

Sutter lin~ J8S constructed about ugu t , l , and abandoned 

about rar ch ' l 06 . am unable to give the exact dates of the 

above . 

,hi s infor s t i on co Jes from out side sources , in rep ly 

to a request fro us f or t he sar e , and 1e hope this ill be sat ­

i sfactor y , our l a ck of records concerning aue mak ing it im­

pos s i b l e fo r u to gi ve you ore definite information . 

Yours t ruly , 

,T • • pie an 
o..)olic i tor . 

(Endorsed Union 1-gency , 59980 ece i ve~ Jov . 
ot u.s. Indian I nspe ctor for Indi an Terr1tory . 
Okl a ., ov . 17 , '9~ . io eer Tel . & el . Co . 
construction and abandonment of the f ollo 'J ing 

apl e , Gens- 'uldrow & hedy oint - sutte • 

19 , 1906 . Off ice 
kl ahon a Ci ty , 

Giv i n da t es o f 
te l . lires ; ~uldrow-



D ~ P 1 R T J T OF THE I 1o T E R I 0 R. 
United J t a tes Indian Inspector 

for 
Indian Territory , 

~uskogee , Ind . T., 
Jovember 28 , 1906 . 

Hon. J . Geo . wright , 

U. ' . I ndi an Insp ec tor 

. uskogee , Ind ian Territory . 

Dear ' ir: 

I hereby tender my resignation as Telephone Inspector , 

to t ake effect De cember l , 1906 , or as soon t hereaf t er as my suc­

cessor may be appoi nted . 

I assure you, ~ ir , that it is with a fee li n of r egret 

that I leave , and thank y u heartily for t he courtesy and sup-

port 'hich I ha ve a l ways received from you . 

The dut i es of the offi ce cause me to be a ~ay from my 

family most of the time , and it is for this r eason t hat I r esi gn . 

Very respectfu ll , 

)..l ber t _ • ::ontee . 

(Endorsed) Un i on ~genc y J 601 4 Re ceived ov . 28 , 1906 . ffi ce 
of U. G. Indian Ins e ctor for Indian Terri tor y. Depart ent of t he 
Interior, us~ogee , ndian Terri~ory . r ov . 28 , 19?6 · lbert i . 
Montee.---- Tenders his resi gnat 1on a s telephone 1n spector to take 
effect De c. 1 , 1 06 , r as soon t he r eafter as hi s s ucc es sor m 
be appointed. 



Marlow, I • T. 

Dec . 6 ,1906 . 

Ron. Dana H .Ke 1 sey , 

Dear Sir : 

I've just r e ceived your l et t er and wi 11 t hank you i n advance 

f or thi s posison (Sic) and al l so will inclose my measuremen t but 

will s ay t ha t I cant understand you r blanks for filling out so 

I 've just had to blank filled out my way . 

Hoping t hat you wont :: get offended of me , so I ' 11 rema in 

Yours Respt . 

T. D. Lee 

P . S . Hop i ng my blank will give you satisfaction. 

(Endor sed } Union Agency No. 73164 Re cei ve d Dec . B, l 906 Office of 
U. S . Indian Agent , Muskogee ,I nd . Ter. Dec . 6.1906 . T . D . Lee ,~arl?w , I . T . 
----Encl oses oath of office and g i ves measurements for un~ form , 
tor u.s.r.P.----



DEPART ifE T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
C 0 M M I S S I 0 'I'.T E ... T 0 THE ~ F I VE C I V I L I Z E D 

T R I B E S. 

United t a tes Indian Inspector 

fo r Ind i an Territory . 

Sir: 

Muskogee , Indian Terr itor y , 
Dec ember 8 , 1 906 . 

Recei pt is hereby acknowledged of your letter of De cember 4 , 

1906 reque s ti ng tha t this offic e furnish you , fo r use in investi ­

gations of unlawful timber cut t i ng , pl a ts showing the allotments of 

minors and al so unallotted l and in Townships 1 , 2 , 3 , 4 , 5 , 6 , and 

7, in Range s 26 and 27 each . 

I n order t hat the pl ats requested by you may be properly 

prepared, it is requested that you advise this off ic e whether the 

townshi ps r eferred to by iJOU are ort h or out h of t he base line , 

and wh ether you desire to be furn ished wi th the names and roll 

numbers o f t he allottees of such land in those to wn h i ps as may 

be allotted t o minors . 

Respectfully , 

Geo . D. Rodgers 
cting commiss i oner . 

(End or s ed) union 1l{Senc y # 60356 ecei ved De c . 10 , 1 906 . Off.:i,ce 
of u. s . Indi an nspe ctor for I ndian Territory . 1/.uskogee , .±. 
Dec. s, 1 906 . Tams Bixby, comm. ski ng _fur t her ins tructio ns· rel . 
t o inf orma tion asked for i n letter of D c . 4 , •el. t o unl awful 
timber cutting . 



TO TH S 1 C 'T1 Y OF Tl INT RI OR o 

'F I CE F I N .AF i' I R , 1 SHI NGT ON , D o C o , 

CO ry , a cor poration du l y organized and existing under 

t he l aws of the Terri tory of k l aho>l a , and now engage d in 

t he cons t r uc t i on and oper ation of telephone and telegraph 

lines throughout t he Territory of k l aho a , and other Ter ­

rito r i es and ~ t ates , re spectfully pe titi ons , that it be 

gr anted a righ t - of - way in the nature of an easement and under 

and in accordan ce ~ ith the ruling and r egulations pre~ cribe d 

by your Department fo r the constructi on , oper a ti on and ma in­

tenance o f telephone and tel egraph lines and of f ices f or 

gener a l te l ephone and tel egraph bus i e ss , through and a l ong 

t he route here i nafter des cr ibed , I . ~ . : 

Commencing at a po i nt , , I orth of Ra ona , and runn i ng 

a l ong the secti on lines in a northerly direction to the 

orth - e as t corner of s ection 21 , t hen ~ast three mi ms to 

t he outh - east corner of Sect i on 18 , thence r orth tw o miles 

to t he r or th- wes t C<D)r~ er of Section 7 , thence ""as t one mile 

t o t he North est cdrner of Sect ion 8 , to a po i nt , n, being in 

all a di stance of seven and one- hal f ( 7 l - 2) :il es o 

espectfully submi t t ed , 

PI li'R T 'LE H~ "' C. 
J oR. 3 RU ~ ~ 

.1. 'TTY . 

(Endos s ed) Un i 6n ency j 60253 e ceived Dec . 10 , 190 6 . 
of u. s . Ind i an I n spect or f or Indi an Territory . Okl ahoma 
Okla ., Dec., ~906 . i oneer Te l . & Tel • . o . etit i on fo r 
ot way for eonstruction of cert . te l . l mne . 

H C o 

ff ice 
Ci ty , 
ri ght 



J. . Hocker . 
Fur c e 11 , I • T • 

Hob . J . Geo . right , 

us ogee Ind . Ter . 

De ar Sir : 

Pur cell Ind . Ter . 
Dec . 12t h 1906 . 

epl ying to the enc l osed ap l ication of the Pioneer 

Telephone Compa ny to condemn l ands for Tele phone pur poses , I 

wish to st ate , that the Patent has i ssued for the l ands , over 

and acros s which this ompany 'l ish to condemn right of way and 

tha t t hese l ands have been a lloted to me , as ' surplus ' other 

than my homeste ad- -

Und er t he l aw , that I may ali enate one four th of these ' surplus ' 

l ands , i thin one year f r om the Tt of patent , I i nsist that 

the Secr etory of Interior has no authority to condemn t hese l ands , 

at t hi s t i me . 

This s ame company , already have a line running thr ough the l ands 

of my husband , a nd their poles are a gr ea t nu isan ce , and I would 

dislike very much to h ave a line of poles run thr ough my l and . 

Y urs truly . 

ora hannon . 

(Endorsed) union lgenc y # 60486 eceived e c . 14 , 1 06 . Off ice 
of U • .:> . Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Territ~r y . P1:ll' cell ? I. . 
Dec . 12 , 1 ' 6 • . i:rs . Jora hannon . rotest1ng aga 1nst 1 neer 
Tel . co . se cur i ng right of way through her l and . 



Mr, J. Geo . ~lrigh t , 

U. S. Indi an Inspector , 

;uskogee , I . • 

Dear Sir:-

G R P H CO . 

uk l ahoma Ci ty , Oklahoma . 

12 /14/1906 . 

e plyi ng to your letter of t e 12th ul t . addressed 

to J . R. Sp ie lman ; ith reference to the aff i davit to \ ·hich 

you refer , e will j sk you to chang e the date if you so de­

sire , to sho ~ that t his line was immediatel y abandoned after 

its purch ase from t he · ~Uskogee ra tional Tel. Co . and to substant ­

iate this , you v ill r efer to . r . Ni ms ' affidavit whi ch wa s 

f urnishe d you at the ti :J.e we made the remittance of ;552 . 68 , 

for which you sent recei pt on nov . 4th , 1906 . The dote of July l 

19 06, was us ed in t his latter affidavit , in view of the fact of 

your asking u s to pay t axes for the year ending June 30th , 1906 . 

Relat i ve to t he li ne from . e lch t o Centrali a , we will 

at once t ake the tatter up with the De l aware Te l . Co . and the 

forme~ owners of this property and s ee tha t you are protected . 

Referring to the line pur chased from the J . • Coul ter 

Construction Co . we would , l i ke t o inquire re lative to the 

additional 3 . 2 miles , a s we a ve no extensions or spurs on this 

line fr om the time we enter the Indi an Terri tory until v1e reach 

the Junction of the railro ad near Tulsa . 

60514 
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if we are wrong in this , we would be glad to make the correction, 

but our records at present sho 1~ . 8 miles , and this is the 

amount tha t we pa ~ d taxes on f or t he ye ar ending J une 30th , 1904 . 

l e would like to inqui r e i f you have received remittance 

from the Sene ca Tel ephone Co . for triba l da~age and t axe s on the 

lines of that company up to Dec . lst , 1905 , on wh ich dat e t he 

property was purchased by this Compa ny . .e took t hi s ma t ter up 

with them on c t . 31st and aske d that t hey remit to you di r ect 

94.91, b ut so far we have no advice aa t o whether t hi s has been 

received. 

Yo ur s very truly , 

uthor Jhorton 

·uditor . 

(Endorsed) Union J gency # 6 514 Re ceived Dec . 17 , 1906 . Off ice 
of u.s. I ndi a n Inspe ctor f or Ind i an Ter r i tory . klaho a ity , 
Okla. Dec. 14 , 1 90 6 . Pione er Tel . & Tel . Co ., Rel cert a in 
telephone line s purchased by t hem. 



D A T 

I. T.D. 1 568-1906 . 
2?1 2- " 

T F T' I L TE 

Unite d St a t es ndian Inspector 

I 0 R. 

De cemBer 1? , 1906 . 

for Indi an Terr itor y , uskogee , Ind· . T. 

Sir: 

On January 24 , 1 306 tLand 425) , the Indian Office 

tran smitt ed your report dated J§nuary 9 , 190 6 , with reference 

to damages assessed against the line s of the ~. usk_ogee , Nati onal 

Telepho ne ompany , now o ned and operated by the Pi oneer Te le­

phone and Telegraph Company . 

You recommend that as the Mus kogee at ional Telephone 

Company complied in al l re s pects with the act of the creek coun­

cil in the paymen t of taxes and genera l damages on its lines 

cons truc te~ prior to 1~rch 3, 1 901 , that nodemand be made upon 

it for ta xes or damages due prior to tha t time . 

The Indi an Offi ce concurs in your recommenda t i on . 

copy o f i ts l etter i s inclos e ~ . 

It appears that the affairs of this comp any ha ve been 

considered in conne ct ion wi th your report wi t h reference t o the 

Pioneer Telephone and Te l egraph Co 11pany dated ctober 25 , 19 6 , 

and are rap i dly appro achi ng a complete settlement . 

In view of the opinion of t e ssistant ttorney- Gen­

eral dated and approved June 10 , 1904 , your recommendation re ­

lative to the coll ection of taxes and damages on t he line of 

the Musko gee rra tiona l lephone Co pany f rom the dat e of its 

co nstruction to t arch 3 , 1901 , is hereby approved . 
16397 
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The papers t ransmi t ted with your report , to gether with 

those forwarded with Ind i an ff ice letter da ted February 15 , 

1906 (Land 13139) , have been returned for the f ile s of t he 

Indian Office . 

Through _the Commissioner 

of Indi an f f air s . 

1 inc. and 6 to I nd . f . 

Respectf ully, 

• • Hitchcock • 
Secreta • 

( End~sed) Uni on gency # 1 6397 Received Dec . 31 , 1 0 6 . ffi ce 

of u.s . Indian Ins pe c tor f or Indian Terri tory . . ashi n ton , D. C. 

Dec. 17, 1906 . Secretary . pproves report on lines of . usko@Be 

National Tel . Co ., re l a t i ve col le ction of taxes and d ages . 



NT 0 I T l I f.rE 
a shington . 

0 ,, DE ART 

I.T. D.l831 6- l 906 . December 19 , 1906 . 

United S t te s Indi an I nspector 

for I ndi an Terr i tory , u skogee , Ind . T. 

Sir: 

On 'eptember 15 , 1906 (Land 69343 ) , t he I ndi an Office trans­

mit ted your r eport dated A~ust 4, 1906 , r egardi ng r ights of 

way for the construction of telephone lines wi thin inc orporat-

ed t owns after the approval of tm n plats , and r elative to 

t he a s sessment of' damages in connection t mre 1 th . 

You make recomme nda t i ons involving 117 tel ephone e,xchanges 

and re que st to be advi s ed in r eference tffiret o . 

The Ind ian Office also forwards its recomme ndations i n the 

matter of t hese exchanges . copy of i t s l ette r is i nclos ed . 

In r e sponse to your repo rt , you are ad vised as fo llol s : 

In t owns established on Indian al lotments where exchanges 

wer e co nstruc ted pr i or to t he remov of r estri ct i o up on 

a liena ti on , you ill collect damages . nual t axes should be 

collecte d f r om t he date of constru ction to the date of the 

r emoval of restrict i ons upon al i enati on. amages in these 

cases , the l and being llotted , ould go to t he al lot t ee . No 

a c tion need be taken 1 · th reference to tre exch ge in i ami , 

I nd . T., as the land covered by this t own site as sol d to t he 

Miami t cwrn company for t ttawa I ndians under the rov isi ons 

of the ac t of Congress approved 1 rch 3 , 18 91 (26 t t . , 1010 ) . 

16395 



- 2-

You a re re qu ested to r ep ort i n regard to t he e s t ablishment 

of the town of .ie woka , I nd . T., in orde r tha t prope r a c t i on 

may be t ak en a s to t he exc hange situated therei n . 

In towns t he plats of wh i ch were approved prior t o t he 

passage of t h e c t o f a rch 3 , 1901 , i t would appear that i n 

view of t he op inion of t he Ass i stant Attomey- Gen er dated 

approved June 9 , 1906 , no further a c t i on by t he Dep ar t ment is 

possible. 

In t be c ase of toms where exchanges were constructed 

prior to t he appr oval of the to~n plat , you ill demand the 

filing o f m p s of defi nite loc ati on , the payment of damages , 

and also annu a l t axes f r om the date of the constructi on of t he 

exchange t o t he d ate of the approval of the plat . 

You ha ve he re to f or e been advi sed with respect to the col ­

lection of annu a l t axe s upon lines after too approv al of the 

tC7Rn plat . 

d 

All exchange s not coming within the classes above enumera­

ted should be the su bje c t of a separate repor t . 

The pa~ rs in t he c ase have been sen t to the Indian f f ice 

tor its file s . 

Respe c tfully , 
J esse • ilson 
Ass i stan t e cretary . 

Through the Commiss i oner of Indi an Aff a ir s . 
1 inc. and 3 to Ind .or . · f 
(Endorsed) Uni on Agen cy No . l 6395 Recei ved De c . 31,1906 Of f lce 0 

U.S.Ind.Insp.for I . T . a shing ton , D. C. Dec . 19 , 1906 . ecy---~;~~tr~~~or 
'tiona rel. tel rights of ay a nd a ssessmen t o damages W.l ln 1 -
porated towns afjer ap pr ov a l of town p l at . Re quests r~port r e l . t o · 
ot '"ie woka, and dire cts al l exchanges not coming wi th1n classe s men-
-tioned should be r eported up on s eparat e ly.----· 



Department of I n terior 
' 

Mu skogee , I .• T. 

Eear Sir: 

icawber Ind. T. 
1 2- 20th'06 . 

1907? 

ill s tock be allowed to run at large for th3 year of 

If so how much revenue i f any Will have to be paid 

per head . 

I s ugene T. Johnson author ized by la to collect 

Revenue on stock? 

Yours truly , 

Os car 1v. . Ross 

] icavber , I . T. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency o . 60737 Recei ved De c . 28 , 1906 Office of 
U. S .Indi.an Inspec t or for Indian Terri tory • De c. 20 , 1906 Os car 
M. Ross , 1 icawber , I . T. o o o ----Asks if stock Will be allo l -
ed to ru n at large next yr . Asks if Eugene T. Johnson is · 
autho rized to colle c t r even ue on same .----



P I 0 N E E R T 
--~:......;;::,...::_..;:_~~~&~T~E~L " G R A P H CO . 

L l DEP TME ~T . 

Oklahoma City , Okla . 
January 15 , ' 0? . 

Honorable J . George righ t , Indian Inspector , 

1uskogee , I ndian Territory . 

Dear Sir~ 

ve are in neceipt of your letter of January 1 t~ , in 

wh i ch you set forth t he fa ct that the ap plica t ion sent you show­

ing on wh ich side of the sec t ion line our line running ou t of 

lamona was to be constructed did not conform to the information 

by your agent . . 

In re ply we beg to state that it is our intention t o 

file an arrended map f or this line , as we find that the li e se t 

forth in the f ir s t map that we sent in , must be changed on a c-

count of ob structions in our 'ay. 1e would ask you therefore , 

t o hold t he map hi ch you now have , and in its pl ace substitute 

one wh ich ~e shal l send you in a day or t 10 , and wh ich 'i' ill be 

accompanied by an applic a t i on setting for t all sides of the 

section line on wh ich the proposed line is to be built . 

Yours very truly , 

J . 

(Bndaraed) Union Agency 1 61166 eceived J n . 
ot U.s. I ndi an Inspector f or di 'rerri tory . 
Jan. 15 , 190? . ioneer Tel . & ~el . o . Re l . to 
ot line runni ng out of Ramona . 

• ._,p' rlman 
.Solicitor . 

1? , l ? . Office 
kmulgee , I . T . 

furnishing map 



Secretary or Interior . 

as h i ng ton . 

Baxt er Spri ngs, Ken . 
Febru ar y 25 , 190? . 

w/o ul d you :please i nform me about t he hog l a w of 

the I nd i an Territ ory , or i s there any ho l aw? The ho gs 

are running a t la r ge and are de s t r oyi ng t he crops . 

Your s Respec tfully , 

r . J . B. C. nderson . 
R. F. D. 3 

(Endors ed ) Union gen cy # 1 699 1 e oe i ved 1..arch 11 , 1 07 . Offi c e 
ot U.s . Ind i an I ns pe ct or f or Ind i an Territory . eshi ngton , . c. 
arch 7, 1907 . e cr et a r y . Refers for appr o . act i on l etter f rom 

J.B. c. Anderson , of Baxt er pri n , ans a s , asking i f t here is 
a la w in I. T. to pr event hogs r unni ng at large . 



da , I ndian Terr i to r y . 
February ffi th , 1907 . 

J. Geo . /rig ht , 

U. S . I ndi an I nspec tor 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir : 

Your lett er of De cember 11 , 1906 , rel ative t o a ri ht 

of way c r os. s i ng the por t i on af the allotment I f iled fo r Carrie 

Hay es , de c . by t he · ash i ta Valley Te lephone Co ., . as long been 

receive d . But I have had no opportunity to go and see t he r i ght 

of way t o c ompl y with your re ceipt i n t riplic ate to recei e t he 

gen e ral d amages which you say was paid by the Telephone Company 

a t t he r ate o f r3 e30 per mi l e . One reason i s , tha t I live s ome 

where i n t ~ nei ghborhood of siX ty miles away from t he place 

and 1 t ould t alce al l t he general damages for me to go nd inspe ct 

to comply with your r e ce i p t i n t riplic ates . I · 11 leave t h is 

to you t o asce rta i n f ar your sel f , t he length of the ri gh t of 

wa y from the maps or t he filings of the l and i n p l a t s and advise 

me f ur t he r . 

espe ot fu l ly , 

rm. • Haye s 
dministra t or , ~ s t ate Carrie 

Hayes , de ce ased . 

(End or sed ) Union en cy No . 62209 Receive d Mar . 2 , 1907 Office of 
U. S . I n d1an I nspe c tor for I . T. da , I . T. e b ., 28 , 1 907 . . R. Hayes---­
Rel. to damages due on acc t . of a shita Vall y Tel . Co . crossing the 
allotme n t of Carrie Hayes , de ceased .-- --



u.s. Indian gent 

v1"usk ogee , I . T . 

Sir: 

Robber ' s Roost , r . T. 
11 ar c h 5 , l 0 7 • 

There is a t e le~hone line running thr ough my far m. 

The wire stays do wn a ll time . The line runs f r om Tishomi ngo 

to Dunison . 

y p l ace is in T. 5 , s . R. 8- E sec . 20 - 29 1ould like 

t o know iha t I can do . Can I mak e the ¢o ve wire on li ne s 

it would not be a ny further . 

Yours , 

• • Ba tes 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 62424 Received , arch 9 , 1 907 . Offic e 
ot U.S. Indian I ns pe ctor for Indian Terr itory • .. arch 5 , 190? 1 
.v .A. Bate s , Bobb er Roost , . T. c Npaain~ t hat telephone line 
runs through his f arm & asks if t hey c annot be made to move same 
to the s ecti on lin e. · 



D E P A R T E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
UN ITED , T TES I ND I 

Refer in reply to 
O&G Div. # 2-286--07 

J . Geo . right , 

U. S . Indian Inspector , 

S i'HVICE . 

The Osage Indian gency , 

Pawhuska , Okla . 

Mar . 1'3 , 1 90? . 

1 uskogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir :-

The Prairie il & Gas Company have wha t is known as the 

"Bartlesville - Tuls a&. edfork 6- inch Pipe Line , " wh ich runs from 

Caney , Bartlesville , Tulsa and Redfo r k , and between Bartlesvi lle 

and Tulsa running a lternate l y in t he Cherokee and Osage Nation s . 

They have also what is known as the"Cleveland 6-inch Di schar ge 

Line , " from a po i nt on the line between t he Cherokee and sage 

Nation s in SectiOn 15 , Township 24 , Range 12 , eas t , running in a 

southweste r ly direction to CJe veland, Oklahoma . They have also 

what is known a s the "Cleveland 4-inch Dis chnrge Line ," which 

runs from a point on t he line between the Cheroke e and sage 

.~: rations in Se cti on 10 , ~own . 2 1 , Range 12 , YJ esterly to Cleveland , 

Oklahoma . 

These three main lines have been properly apnroved by 

the Honorable Secretary of t he Interior , but in add ition to these 

lines there are a number of lesser lines 'emana ting from them which 

extend into and over the sage reserva tion v ari ous distances , and 
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are for the pur pose of reaching the various 1 eases from which 

oil is produced. These lines vary from a f ·ew hundred feet to 

several miles in length , and in many instance s a l ong these lat ­

eral lines there are others branching off to other leases and 

tanks. number of these lateral lines the Pr a irdle Oil & Gas 

Company have filed map s of loc ation for , which are pending in the 

Department at , ashington , but in a number of cases they have fa il­

ed to do so, and in bringing this question to the notice of the 

Prairie il & Gas Compa~y they infor m us that their interpreta­

tion of the re gulat i ns ar tha t it is not neces Pary to file map s 

for these l a t e ral lines or to have the m approved by the Secre tary 

of the Interior , but that they have done so in a number of in­

stances, on ac count of the near transition from the Territory of 

Oklahoma to tre . ' tate of klahoma , and wa s done for the purpose 

of protecting themselves . 

uot ing from the ragulat ions adopte d by the De pa r tmen t 

of the Interio r on December 21 , 1906: 

"No company or ind i vidual is au thor iz ed to cons true t 

oil pipe lines a cross Indian lands in Ok homa and Indian Terri­

tones until authority therefor has been obtained from the sec-

retary of the Interior . n 

.JJe are sonewhat at a loss for an i n terpretation as to 

whether this refers to all lines , both trunk lines and ltJter~l 

lines, or whether it applies a s is considered l?Y the Prairie 

Oil & Gas Company to trunk lines only, and we are asking for a 

more explicit interpretat ion of the r egp lations as to hat lines 



-3-

it is deerned necessary that the a ppl icant or operator sha ll s uh­

mi t rnaps or have . approved by the Se ere t ary of t h e Interior before 

the same c an be cons tructed under the regul ations . 

Under the provisions of the original Foster lease , I 

quote as follows : 

"xxx 1: lso the right of wa y over and a cross said l and 

to any point desired to prospect · upon and to any points wh ere 

drilling, bori ng, or prosp3 cting or operating under this lea se 

shall be c arried on , a ni the right of way and the ·ri gh t t o con -

struct and oper a te su d1 pi pe line s or roadways as may be r eason ­

able necessary to carry on and su ccessfully prosecu te the obje cts 

of this i ndenture . " 

I respectfully ask ins truction as t o what procedure I 

shall take in the ma tter of t hese lateral lin es f or wh ich there 

have been no maps or a pplica ti ons filed bW the Pr a irie Oil & Gas 

Company. 

Very r espectfully , 

et . 1illard 
U. S . Ind i an Agent . 

(Endorsed ) Union emy # 624 37 Re ceiv ed arch 1 4 , 1907 . Office 
ot u.s. I ndian Insp~ c tor for Indian Terri tor y . whuska , kla . 
Mar ch 1 3 , 1907. Ret . IJillard . Re ports in the matter of the p i p e 
lines of the r airie i 1 &.. Gas Company • 

0 



SAGAMORE IL & G ., CO ANY 
(Incorpor ated ) ' 

BARTLE VI L I' I ND . TE • 
Johnson , Pre s . & gr . 
tlesv ille , Ind . Te r . 
Bradl ey , Vice - Pres . 

v ille , . Y. 
B. Hanks , Tre surer , 
lsville , • Y. 

s . c . Farnham , 'e cre t ar y , 
alo , N.Y. 

Hon . J . George :right , 

Chief I nspe c tor , 

uskogee , I nd . T . 

Dear wir : -
f 

arch 19 , 1907 . 

I should have c·lled your attention yest rday to a 

situation hich o ht to receiv careful considerat i on , but ho 

to correct the evi l without havil':\g it ork to disadvantage of 

innoce nt p arti es , is so~ at of p roblem . 

I refer above to the astage of g s . I am a are th t 

you have done considerabl e in t h is dire cti on , and in f act I 

think t ~ oVision th at do s not pe nnit of a rming a derri ck by 

derrick stove fed ' th gas , if fully inve sti gate d , ovld no t 

be approved b you . But ere ar a ood rmny e lls that are 

penni tted to exhaust the gas in the air :from t he e;as sand by 

re a son of t he f ct th at t hey drill thr ough to t he oi l s nd 1i thou t 

casing i n and shutting off this gas , which is expensive but 

quite pr ctic • 

1e have on one pro'"' r ty 5 ells hich are cased do 

With 5- 3/16" c si ng, which e find a ctic 1 , but some what ex-

pensive . e drill to t he to p of t e as sand d put in a 

6- 5 / 8 casin g, then ~e drill t! rou h to t oil and and put in 

a 5- 3/ 16" casing , and thus have a dry space . ich 'le close at 

62570 
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the top; then we dlrill t h e well in t h rough the 5- 3/16" casing 

and take our prod uc t ion . This s ho uld be t he rule espe cia1ly 

where gas ells are on t be e dge of gas bel ts , be cause a well 

exhausting a mi l lion or t wo fee t a day may in t~ e nd, do inca1cu­

able dam age . 

incerely yours , 

. H. Johnson . 

(Endorsed ) Un i on gency o . 62570 Re ceive d ar . 20 , l 90 7 Of f ice of 
U . s .Indian I nspe ctor for Indian Terri tory . Bartle s vi l l e , I . T. far . 
19,1907. • H. Johnson Sagamore Oi l & Gas Co .----Relative a 
practic al ay to a void waste of gas in dr i lling . ----



L DEP.cl.RTr~IENT 

klahoma City , Okla ., ·arch 20 , 1907 . 

Hon . J . Geo . ·ri ght , Ind i an Inspector , 

:u skogee , I . T . 

Dear S ir:--

Referr i ng t o your letter of the 15th ins t ., I beg to 

state that I am t o day recommendi ng the paying of the 159 . 40 due 

on the telephone line from Castle to t he Oklahoma Line . =s re­

gards t he da t e of the c onstruction of this line I must refer you 

to I.Ir . J arre t t of the o . S . S . Telephone o ., as we have no re cord 

of the date of the construction of t he same here a t the Genera l Of -

fices . Lr . J a r r e tt co nstructed this line himself and will be ab le 

to f urnish you with an affida vit . 

i s regards the date of co nstruction of .o ur lies f rom tda 

to Purcell and Durant to nrdmore : The line fr om da to Purcell 
l 

has not been con s t ruct ed as ye t . 

As regards the d a tes of construction o f the lines f rom 

Durant to .Ar dmore , 1e can only furnish the exa c t date of the con ­

struction o f t hat s ec t ion of the line from :. adill to .nrdmore , 

which was J une 6 , 1906 . The l ine f ro m ;Iadill to .Aylesworth was 

taken over b y this ccmpan y about February , 1906, bu t we have no 

knowledge o f the da te of the c onstr uc t ion o f same . The line 

from Alesworth to ~e ad was c ons t r ucted eb . 234d , 1907 , and t he 

line from Mead to Dura nt was taken over by t hi s Comoany abou t 

1, 1905. 
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Referring to your letter of March 16th relat i ve to t he 

payment of t axe s on certain exchanges whi ch you ha ve submitted to 

us , I am tod ay placing th is matter in the hands of the prope r 

of f i c ia l here a t Oklahoma Cit y. 

I am enclo s ing her ewith the applicat ions f or the fo ur 

lines submit ted ror approva l so e time ago , wh ich are no\ s i ed 

by the proper official of the company here a t Oklahoma City . 

s per your request of recent d ate , I am sending you 

under sep arate cover maps of our exhanges (Sic ) at .1uldrow and 

Roff . ~t uldrov the company has 10 , 200 feet of pole line and 

19 street crossings ; at off 15 , 9 fee t of pole line and 52 

street cro ssings . 

Yours truly , 

Soliciter . 

enc. 

(Endorsed) Union 1 gency J 62668 Rec e ive ~ Mar . 23 , 1907 . O~fice 
of u.s . Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Terr1tory . Oklahoma Clty , 
Okla ., r.:ar ch 2 , 19 7 . Pi oneer Te l~phone &. Te legr aph Co . 
Reports in the matter of construc t1 on of l1nes from e . .n.da. to 
Purcell and f rom Durant to Ardmore also encloses app~ 1cat 1 ons for 
4 lines heretofo re submitted for appro va l . 



W.H.JOHNSON, Pres . & Mgr . 
HARRY BRADLEY , Vice Pres . 

OFFIC ES . 

SAG 0 RE IL & GAS CO • , 
Incorpor ated . 

Buf'falo, NoY.?l3 u t ual Life Bldg . 
Jellsville , N. Y. 

Bartlesville , I nd . Ter . 
50-51-52 & 53 1 ason ic Bld g . 
Phone 19 . 
P .O. Box 256 . 

PAUL B. HANKS , Treas . 
CH.AS . C . FARNHAI , ecyo 

Bart lesville , I . T . 
a rch 31 , 190? . 

Ron . J . Geor ge right , 
Chie f Inspe ctor , 

uslc o gee , Ind . • 

Dear 1r :-

eplying to your f avo r of the 20th , will say t hat in my 

judgment , the wording of t h e amendmen t to t he rules covering 

waste of gas is in language suffic iently e:xp licit so t hat t he 

spirit and the letter of the rule ca n i th reason be c anp lied 

with. 

The only suggesti on I have to make is i n t he mat t e r of gas 

in the derrick stove . Of course that i s no t an important ma t-

ter duri ng the Summe r months ; yet there ar e some chilly ni ghts , 

but this is r easo nable use of t~ pr oduct of t he Je ase and if 

a man has t he lease in f ee and if he could sell his gas for 

20¢ a th ousand , he would r ather ea t his rig with ga s than any 

othe r fuel . 

Thanking you for t he i nqu iry, I r e:rr.a: in , 

i ncerely yours , 

. H.Johnson. 
{Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 6265? Re ceived a r . 22 , 190? ffice of 
U.S .Ind .Insp . for I . T. Bartlesv ill ~ , I . T ., ar . 21 , 190? . H. Johnson---­
States the amendment to the rules coveri ng waste of gas is suffi-
ciently explicit.----

/ 



D R p A R T :tv E N T OF THE I N T E R I 
Unit ed States Indi an Serv i ce ~ 

Office of uper i ntendent of ch 1 1 ' oo s n Indian 

KuS:( ogee , lnd . Ter . 
' 

0 R. 

err i tory . 

~ eptemb er 4, 1907 . 

To Supervisors : 

~e ar e just entering upon another year ' s schoo l wo rk and 

I am a nx i ous to make it the best . s fast as you lear n that 

teachers and other empl oyees are at work , you should · repor t them 

t o me on the de s cript i ¥e statement blank . The boarding s choo l 

employee s should be reported this week . 

' hen sending in l ists of day school teachers , you should 

remember t o arrange their names al phabetically , and report those 

who are paid out of tribal funds and Congressional Appropriation 

on separate lists o Do not forget this . No employee can be 

paid un t il his appointment is approved by the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs . 

I nasmuch as Labor Day ( Sept. 2) is a holiday , all em­

ployees who ac tuall y begin work not l a ter than Tuesday , Sept . 3rd , 

should be reported by you as entering upon duty ept . lst . 

Inasmuch as you now have a clerk to attend to your of­

f ice work , you should devote the gre ater part of your time to 

visiting schools . The day schools should receive your s pecial 

attention . I n visiting them , you should ascertain whether or not 

the peti t i ons for schools · have correctly represented facts t o 

you . Have t he petitions been padded? Have de s erving ne i ghbor-

hoods been overlooked by you? Are your schools fair l y we ll di s ­

tributed? Are the school ho uses comfortable? If not , get af t er 

the patrons . Does the t eacher put i n fu ll t i me ? Doe s S:l e k eep he r 

register of a ttend ance properly? Does s he have a regu l ar pr ogram 

ot exercises? 
'I 

Does she give each br anch or class its 
rightful share 

------------~-----
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of time and attention? Does she pr act ice and inculca te habits 

of neatness, promptness and t horoughne ss? Is she doi ng her whole 

duty to the school? If not , call her attention t o her weak 

points and encourage her to study her own me t hods wi t h the view 

of improvi ng them. henever poss~ble , meet the loca l directors 

or le ading pat r ons and confer wi th them upon school mat t er s. 

Strive t o mac e your vis i ts helpful to teacher , pupils and patrons . 

Perfunctory vis i tation of schools does not pay . 

I shall endeavor to visit all of the baord i ng schools 

during t h is year but wi l l have to depend upon you t o keep in 

touch with the day schools . 

Yours truly , 

John D. ! enedict . 

Supt . of Schools 
in Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed) · ' 7 Insteuctions to school Supervisors 



No. 15157 
c.F.c. 

DEP AR'IMENT CF THE INI'ERI CR 
Office of Imian Affairs ' 

washi:QSton , n.c. 

Aug . 15 , 1908 . 

Sir : 

I have the honar to advi s e you of the aplF oval, by the proper 

authorities , of arti cle s of agreement entered into between 

Muskogee Realty Co . and yourself dated July 1 , 1908 , for lease of 

Dttice rooms for Supt . of Indian Schools throughout the Five 

Civilized Tribes for the Indian ServiC'e , end to imlose copy of 

contract for your inform tion. 

Please a cknowledge r e cei pt hereof' , on incl.osed card . 

Very respectfully , 

s .E. eater 
Chief, Purchase Division . 

Mr.Geo.Hillman 

Special Disbg . Agent , 

uskogee , Okla . 

(Through 1~ . J .G. right , Commr . Five Civilized Tribes ) 

Address all communications to Commissioner of Indian Affairs . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No.l323 Re ceived Aug . l7 , 1908 Indian Of­
fice Slater lashi~ton ,D . C . Aug .l5 , 1908----TO HILLMAN** Approves 
oont~act for 'office roams for Superintendent of Indian Schools.----



Aug us t 10,1908 

This AGREEMENT made this lst . day at J uly , 1908 , be t ween t he 

Musk ogee Realty Company, party of the f i rst par t, and George 

Hillman, Special Disbursing Agent , party of the second part, both 

partie s of usk~ee , Okl ahona . 

WITNESSETH : 

Tha t in consideration af' the premises ~reinafter mentioned 
' 

the s aid party of the first part agrees to rent to the par t y or 

the seco m part, for office purp oses , the following descr ibed 

rooms, to-wi t : Rooms 12 , 13 , 15 , 16 , 17, and 18 , on the second 

floor of t he Colorado Building , located in t~ town of Muskogee , 

OklEtl oma , for the tenn of ore year beginning July 1 , 1908 , and 

ending June 30, 1909 . 

The said party of the second part agrees to pay the said 

party of t ~ first part as rent far said rooms , at the rate o:f 

sixty( $60) Dollars per month, payable at the end of each and 

eve r y <:par t er . It is further agreed by and between the parties 

hereto t hat this agreement may at any tire be annulled by the 

Secre t ary of the Interior . 

It i s also understocxl and a greed that the said party of the 

secom part shall be furnished , free of charge , with sufficient 

heat for t he use of said rooms from t~ apparatus for heating in 

the said bu ild ing , and shall ba.ve rithout further charge , the 

services of a j an i tor to care far sai d rooms and electric l i ghts 

1323. 
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sufficient to light said rooms. 

' itness our .hands this first day of July, 1908 . 

IITNESSES: 

1323. 

C.ha. s. Mercer 
Muskogee, Okla . 

E. E . Hass Jr . 
Muskogee , Okla . 

Warren Butz 
Muskogee , Okla 

Jesse Jameson 
Muskogee , Okla 

Muskogee Realty Company--Robt . s . Owen---Pres't. 
Party of fir s t part . 

George Hillman. 
Party of Second pa r t . 



Refer in repl y to t he fo l lowing : 

DEPARThiENT QF THE I NrERI OR ' 

Offic e or I ndi an Affairs 
. ' 

Educ ation 
Authy. 64856-1908 
E.A.F. 

SUBJECT: 

ash ingto n . 

Contra c ts · t h boarding 
schools in Ok l ahozm . 

Supt. of I ndi a n Schools , 

Oc tober 5 ~ 1908 . 

T.bro~h t he Commissi oner to the Five Tribes , 

Muskogee , Oklahoma . 

S :i.r: 

There are rerewitb inclosed copies of contracts for the 

care and e d uc ati on af In:l i an children of the Five Civiliz e d 

Tri bes during t he fisca1 year 1909 , entered into between the 

India n Of fice an(l the following insti tutions : 

Emaha ks: Academy 
Che ro ke e. Female Sem ina:ry 
Cherokee Orphan Asylum 
Creek Orp han Home 
Pecan Cr eek Boarding School 

'ietumka Boardi r:g School 
Se l vidge Business College 
Coll i ns I ns ti tute 
Rock Academy 

heeloo k Fema l e Orphan Academy 
Arms tro rg Mal e Orphan Ac ademy 

ekusuke y Academy 
Colored Boarding School 
Cherokee Male Seminary 
Tullahassee Boarding School 
Eucbee Boarding School 

Eufaula Hi gh School 
Chickasaw Orpban Hone 

Harl ey Academy 
Bloomf i eld Seminary 
Tuskahoma Female Academy 
J"ones Male Ac ademy 

You Wi l l deliver om copy of e ach contrac t to tbe Superin­

tendent and ret a i n the ot her co py for your office f i les . 

Very r espe c t fully , 

F . M. Conser . 

Chief Cl er k . 

(Endorse d) Uni on Agency No. 3 Scb ool s ----re . ch ildren of Five Civi­

lized Tri bes.----



17 I n cl osures. 

D E P A R T ME N T OF THE I 
OFFIC E 0 F INDIAN FF IRS 

' 
T E R I 0 R. 

Education 
57554-57744-1908 
57786-57787- " 
57885-58452- " 
58458-58462- " 
Authy. 67158-1908 
E. A. F . 

SUBJECT: 

ash i ngton , 

Contract s wi th boarding 
schools among Fi ve Civilized 
Trihes; f orwards copies for 
tile. 

Supt. of Indian School s , 

October 6 , 1908. 

Through the Commissioner to the Five Tribes , 

Muskogee , Oklahoma . 

Sir: 

There are herewi th inclosed copies of contracts for the 

care and e ducation of Indian choldren of the Five Civilized Tribes 

during the f iscal year 1909 , entered into between the Indian 

Office and the f ollowing institutions : 

Nuyaka Boarding chool 

St. Elizabe th ' s Convent 

St. Agnes Academy 

Murrow India n Orphans ' Home 

St . Agnes Mission school 

Durant Boarding Schoo l 

Chishoktak Boarding School 

Old Goodland Boarding School 

You will deliver one copy o f each contract to tlE 

Superintendent and r eta in the other copy for your office file s. 

Very respectfully, 

7. M. Conser 

Chief C ler~. 

(Indorsed) # 4 Schools in Zndian Ter r itor y , (Five Tribes .) 



D E P A R T M E N T OF HE I N T E R I 0 R 

OFFICE 0 F INDIAN AFFAIRS , 
i'IASH INGTO N. 

Educe.tion­
Administration 

55892-1909 
E A F 

Contracts. 

Sep . 28 , 1909. 

John D. Benedict , Esq ., 

Superintendent of 0chools , 

Sir: 

Through the Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Muskogee, Oklahoma . 

Referring to your letter of July 6 aar ing authority to 

submit boarding school contracts for the ensuing year, you are 

informed that contracts with the following schools have been 

approved: 

etumka Boarding School, 

Chickasaw Orphan Home, 

McKusukey cademy, 

Nuyaka Boarding School , 

Creek Orphan Home , 

Eufaula High School , 

Cherokee Orphan .: .. sylum, 

Cherokee Seminary , 

Emahaka .a.cademy , 

Armstrong Male Orphan Academy , 

Chishoktak School , 

Tuskahoma ~emale hcademy , 

\Jheelo ck Female Orphan .ti..Cademy , 

Harley .H.cademy , 
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Bloomfield Seminary , 

Collins Institute, 

Jones Male Academy , 

Old Goodland chool, 

Eu chee Boarding School, 

Pecan Creek School. 

I f) 
.;. 

Copies of these contracts will be returned to . you as s oon 

as possible. 

JMK-2~ 
4837 

1755 

Very respec tfully , 

J . H. Dortch . 

Chief , Education Division. 



DEPART ME T W WE I NTERI 
OFFICE OF I NDIAN FF IRS , 0 R. 

c c 
Circular No. 353. 
L. C. 

ashington . 

Gctober 11, 1909 . 

News Service. 

To Superintendents and 

Men in the Field . 

Beginning Monday , October 18 , 1909, a BUREAU OF 

I NFORMATION will be inaugurated in the Indian Office , Jashing­

ton, D. c., in charge o f .~ . Leo Crane . 

The bject of this bure au is to pl ace be f ore t he public 

through the newspapers of the count ry news of the indian s er ­

vice that will appeal to readers , ei ther by i t s i nformative 

quality or its live news i nterest . 

You are requested t o bear in mind t hat the Of f ice mll 

be interested in any news of t his class coming to your no t ice , and 

to notify your subordiantes . 

Stor ies may pertain to any branch of the s ervice . The 

rumor of an Indian outbreak , of a dance , or of an i nteres ting 

fight, with its conf i rmation or denial and authority for same , 

would constitute that sort o f material news papers are mo$ 

willing to print. Howe ve r , this service means to embrace L 

KINDS of Indian news : Plans for work on reserva tions , l easing , 

building, education, mi ssion work , t he result o f these , inter­

esting suits or complications , curious Indian customs , resul t s 

of ~portant Indian legislation , plans for and results of irri ­

gation, mining, allotment, str ange experien ces in the field , etc . 

Stories should be long enough to give all ne cessary de-

tailed information and color. Give the facts first , and then 
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your clearly defined opinions , with references to similar 

cases, if any. 

"Live Stories," (already on the ssociated Press wire --

or likely to be reported by c or r espondents) shw ld be despatched 

by mail without delay, giving all det ails that can be procured . 

When possible without undue expense, for ward photogr aphs . 

The copy should be addressed to 1~ . Leo Crane, Bureau 

of Information, Indian Office , vashington, D. c. 

Very re spectful ly , 

c. F . Hauke 

Ch i ef ler k . 

# 353 News Service Circular t o §uperintendents and ,en in the 

Field announcing the i nauguration in t he Indian Office at Wash-

ington, D. C., a BUR U F I NFO TI N. 



DE R T ~ E N T OF THE I N T E R 
OFFICE OF INDIAN FFIARS . I 0 R. 

Education­
Administration. 

References below. 
E A IF 

Tribal boarding 
school contrac ts . 

v SHINGTON. 

John D. Benedict , Esq., 

Superintendent of s chools , 

11. uskogee, Oklahoma. 

Oct. 30, 1909. 

(Through the Commissioner to the Fi ve Civilized Tr ibes) 

Sir: 

There are inclosed two copies each o f con tracts entered 

into with various tribal boarding schools for the care and edu­

cation of Indian children among the Five Civilized Trliges, as 

follows: 

J755 

Eufaula High S chool 

Tullahassee Boarding School 

Euchee " 
Wetumka " 
Nuyaka " 
Creek Orphan Home 

Pecan Creek Boarding 

Colored 

Cherokee Orphan .i sylum 

Oherokee Seminary 

Mehusukey Academy 

Emahaka " 

" 

" 

" 
" 

JhAe~o ck Tl' emaJ.e 

Ro ck Academy 

Collins Institute 

Chickasaw Orphan Home 

Harley cademy 

Blo oiDrield eminary 

~ urray s -tate s chool of 
gricutlure (Sic 

Old Goodl and Ed. School 

Jones Male ACademy. 

Chishoktak Bd. School. 

rmstrong ale Or phan cdy 

Or phan ACademy 

Tuskahoma ~emale cdy, 
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As custom~ry , please deliver one copy of .each contract 

to t h e Superintendent , and retain the other for your office f iles . 

EH-28 
5555 

68106-1909 
68107-1909 
68159-1909 
68160-1909 
68161-1909 
68161-1909 
68162-1909 
68825-1909• 

6.8829- 1909 
68830- 1909 
68852- 1909 
68853- 1909 
68854- 1909 
68855-1909 

Very respectfully , 

~H. Dortch . 

69069- 1909 
69070- 1909 
69115- 1909 
69196 -1909 
70876-1909 
70877-1909 

Chief Education Div . 

71164- 1909 
71168- 1909 
71156- 1909 
12l 'll:5- l909 
73506 - 1909 
78278- 1909 

(Endor sed) Union Agency # 1755 . Nov . 2 , 1909 . Indian ffice , 
Dortch, · ashington , D. c., c t . 30 , 1909 • . To Be:r:-edict • . Trans:­
m1ts t wo copies e ach of contracts entered 1nto w1th var1ous trl­
ba1 board i ng schools , as follo ws : Eufaula Ii gh School , llasha­
ee Boarding School , etc . 



Ed. Schools. 

Circular #1116. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INrERIOR 
Office of Indian Affairs ' 

Vashington . • 

American Indian Day. 

To all Superintendents : 

May 2, 1916. 

I wish to call your attention to the matter of observance ith 

suitable exercises of "American Indian Day. " To the Society of 

American Indians is due the conception of this plan for an anniver­

sary to be generally held, and the Society has assigned the 

second Friday in May for schools , Saturday for field day, and 

Sunday fqr religious exercises . 

As a day of this character is particularly appropriate to 

the work of our schools and agencies and is in harmony with the 

spirit and purpose of the Indian Service , I ish you to assign 

sufficient time on the days given, or one of them, end to plan 

such exerci ses as will be wise and appropriate . This day is not 

to be a holiday nor a "lazy man' s lay- off day, " but a "thinking 

man's consideration day," a day of "'resolution and patriotism. " 

I do not think it will be necessary that the dutiew and 

activities of your schools be materially interfered with , and the 

program for such occasion must be left entirely to the judgment 

and discretion of those in charge . If any precept is to be 

given prominence, I think it should teach the pupils under your 

care that industry and self-reliance, coupled with a definite 

vocational aim, will be essential if the Indian boy or girl is to 

be prepared for the inevitable day when he must stand or fall 

according to his own r esource s , just as his white brother does . 

(Indian Day-no number). 



-2-

athout attempting further to outlim our recognition of 

.this occasion, I will request that you report briefly as to the 

manner in which it has been observed in your jurisdiction. 

Cat o Sells , 

Commissi oner. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency-no number. Rel a tive----Indian Day-holiday----



GABE E. PARKER, 
Superintendent. Make all remittances payable to 

W. M. BAKER , Cashier . 

. DEPART ME NI' OF THE INrERI OR , 
Un1ted States Indian SerVice 

Five Ci Viliz.ed Tribes • 
Superintendent • Loc a1 Offices : 

ADC 5-10-16 
Encl. 

In re .American 
Indian Day. 

Mr. George R. Clements , 
Fi eltiit Clerk , 

Hugo , Oklahoma. . 

Dear Mr. Clements: 

Vinita , 
Jay , 
Nowata , 
Sapulpa, 
Olanulgee , 
Muskogee , 
Tahlequah , 
Sallisaw, 
Poteau , 

Idabel, 
Hugo , 
McAlester , 
Holdenville , 
Atoka, 
Madill , 
Ardmore , 
Chickasha , 
Paulsvalley. 

Muskogee , Oklahoma 
May 10 , 1916 . 

The Society or .American Indians , a national organization to 

promote the welfare and advancement of the .American Indian , has 

founded Jumri can Indian Day . Dr. Sber.man Coolidge , President 

ot the Society, has invited every .American to participate in the 

observance of this day. 

There is transmitted here ith a photographic reproduction 

of the president 's proclamation , also Circular No . lll6 issued by 

the Honorable Commissioner of Indian Affairs , relative to the 

appropriateness of this day , in which he has requested that all 

Superintendent s plan such exercises as will be in keeping with 

tbe spirit of thi s occasion. 

It is not contempl ated that this shall be a holiday , or that 

orticial duties shall be materially interfered with ; rather our 

observance of this day shall extend to timely reflection on our 

(Indian Day-no number) 
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duty to t he Indian race and a Wise consideration of its future . 

At the hour of ten o ' clock A. M., May ~th, 1916 employees 

in Muskogee will assemble , the proclamation will be read , and 

short appropri ate references made thereto . 

The employees in your ·district are requested to observe 

this day. Please post a copy of the proclamation in the most 

conspicuous pJa ce in your office and explain to Indians and 

others al ike the purposes of such a memorial . At ten o' clock 

on Satur day next , pause in your work for a few minutes and give 

~ecia l thought to our high duty as citizens and employees in 

the Indian service , to the Indian race , and to the purposes which 

gave ri se to American Indian Day. 

(Be.Indian Day-no number). 

Sincerely yours , 

Gabe Parker , 
Superintendent for the 

Five Civilized Tribes . 

.. 
' 



THE SOCIETY OF AMERICAN INDIANS 

Headquarters : ashington , D. c. 

KNO i YE ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS : 

Tha t I, She rnnn Coolidge , President of The Society o~ American 

I ndians , by virtue of power in me vested by the Exe cutive 

· Council of the Society do hereby declare . 

THE SECOND SATURD.AY IN THE MONTH OF MAY 

EACH YE AR KENCEFORTH 

AMERIC .AN INDIAN DAY 

And call upon every person of American Indian ancestry to 

specially observe this day as one set apart as a memorial 

to the Red Race of Americ a and to a wise consideration 

of it s ru tur e • 

In the judgment of Wise and impartial men , the heroic struggle 

of our fathers against forces hich they had no means of measuring 

or ap pr e ci ating , yet hich they fought against for horoos , for 

family, for country and too preservation of native freedom , has 

no parallel i n all history. Yet while e consider these things 

we are not unmindful that they made upon occasions the same 

mistake s that have been common to all human kind , of every race 

and age, -and yet were virtuous men . Now that the glory and the 

ahadows or the past have become a part of historic record that 

haa been writ ten, we are not to forget the present and t.he future 

or our people, t hat we may henceforth live in greater fullness . 

Let us now move for ward and a cquire all those things that make 

races and nati ons mor e efficient and mor e nobJe ; let us reach out 

(Indian Day--no number). 
-------- ------------------------------------------~ 
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for a larger life , through brotherly love , purposetul action and 

construct ive service to our country , not only for our own welfare , 

but in or der that too American people and all humanity may be 

uplif.te d bec ause we have l;:erformed , and strive to perform , our 
. . 

full dut y as men , Let these things , and the means by mich they 

may be accomplished, be co ns idered upon American Indian Day . 

Likewise do we inVite every American wrro lo?es his country 

and wo uld uphold its honor and dignity , to cele brate this day and 

to cons i der our early philosophy, our love of freedom , our social 

institutions and our his tory in the full light of truth and in 

the balan ces of justice, in honest comparison with the annals of 

othe r races , and to draw t .herefrom those · nobla things that ~ e 

believe are worthy of e~ulation . But we call upon our country 
.. 

not only t o consider the past but to earnestly consider our present 

and our future as a part of the American people . To them we 

declare our needs now and tomorrow as those primarily of .Ameri­

cans struggling for enlightenment and that competency that is 

consistent with .Amrican citizenship . ~e do avow our hopes and 
I 

our destiny i nseparably united to that of the people of the United 

States of America and that our hearts and minds are now and for­

ever loya l to our country , which we would serve in our fUllest 

capacity as men and .Americans . 

Unto t his de cl a r ation I do set my hand and seal this 28th 

d h Of Our Lord Nl. ne teen Hundred and ay of Septent>e r in t e Year 

Fifteen. Done a t Lawrence , Kansas . 

Sherman Coolidge , 
Pre siden t of the Soc iety of American Indians . 

Attest: 
.ARTHUR C. PARKER , 

Na tional Se cretar y. 
(Indian Day--no number). 

~~----



LIST OF ALL INDIAN TREATIES AND AGREEMENTS MADE WITH THE 

SEVERAL TRIBES OF INDIANS IN THE UNITED STATES WHICH HAVE BEEN 

. RATIFIED (ALPHABETIC.ALLY ARRANGED), WrrH THE DATE OF EACH TREATY 

AND WHERE THE S.AME APPEARS IN THE STATUTES AT LARGE . 

Statutes at 
Lar~e Date of Treaty Name of Indian Tribe . -Vo!. -age• 

'1 18 Nov . 28 , 1?85 Cherokee . 

'1 39 July 2 , 1?91 Do . 

'1 42 Feb . 1? , 1?92 Do . 

'1 43 June 26 , 1?94 Do . 

7 62 Oct . 2 , 1?98 Do . 

'1 228 Oct . 24 , 1804 Do . 

7 93 Oct . 25 , 1895 Do . 

'1 95 Oct . 2? ' 1805 Do . 

7 101 Jan. ? , 1806 Do . 

7 103 Sep t . 11 , 180? Do . 

7 138 Mar . 22 , 1816 Do •• 

'1 139 Mar. 22 , 1816 Do . 

7 148 Sept .l4 , 1816 Do . 

7 156b July a , 181? Do . 

7 195 Feb . 2? , 1819 Do . 

7 311 May 6, 1828 Do . 

7 414 Feb .14, 1833 Do. 

'1 478 Dec.29, 1835 Do . 

7 488 Mar . 1, 1836 Do . 

~ 871 Aug.6, 1846 Do . 

\ 



14 

16 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

11 

10 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

7 

11 

10 

11 

14 

(28) 

799 

727 

24 

65 

89 

150 

192 

381 

450 

573 

1116 

21 

66 

73 

80 

98 

152 

210 

234 

333 

340 

573 

ll16 

611 

769 

-2- · 

July 19, 1866 

Apr . 27, 1868 

Jan. 10, 1786 

Oct . 24, 1801 

July 23 , 1805 

Sept .20 • · 1816 

Oct . 19, 1818 

Oct. 20 , 1832 

May 24, 1852 

Jan. 17 , 1837 

Nov. 4 , 1854 

Jan. 3 , 1786 

Dec.l7, 1801 

Oct. 17, 1802 

Aug . 31 , 1803 

Nov. 16, 1805 

Oct. 24 , 1816 

Oct. 18, 1820 

Jan. 20, 1825 

Sap t. 27,1830 

Sept.28, 1830 

Jan. 17, 1837 

Nov. 4, 1854 

June 22,. 1855 

Apr. 28, 1866 

Do . 

Do . 

Chickasaw. 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

no . 
Do. 

Do . 

Do . and Choctaw. 

Do. 

Choctaw. 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do . 

Do. 

Choctaw and Chickasaw 

Do. 

Do. 

Do. 
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7 35 Aug. 7, 1790 Creek . 

'I 56 June 29 ,.1796 Do. . 

7 68 June 16,1802. Do• 

7 96 Nov . 14,lB05 Do·. 

7 120 Aug . 9 , 1814 Do . 

7 171 Jan . 22 , 1818 Do . 

7 215 Jan . a, 1821 Do . 

7 2~7 Jan . 8 , 1821 Do . 

7 237 Feb . 12 , 1825 Do . 

7 286 Jan. 24,. 1826 Do . 

7 289 - Mar.31, 1826 Do . 

7 307 Nov .15 , 1827 Do . 

7 366 Ma.r . 24 , 1832 Do . 

7 417 Feb .14 , 1833 Do . 

7 5'74 Nov . 23 , 1838 Do . 

9 821. Jan . 4 , 1845 Do . and Seminole . 

11 599 June 13, 1854 Creek 

ll 699 Aug . 7 , 1856 Creek and Seminole . 

14 785 June 14,1866 Creek 

(Bndorsed} Union Agency No . :B Relative----List of Indian Treaties 
and .Agreements, 'flli th dates .----



BUILDING SI ~ : 

UNIT:2D STAT.c. I lli:.AN SERVICE 

FIVE CIVILIZED TRIB~S . 

- - - - -

SPECIFICATIO FOB 

VEG 'T BLE To·n ' n G~ H US.!!; . 

he rever it is desir ed to c onstruct this vege table 

storage house , great care should be exercised in locating it on 

t.he h ighest ground co nvenient , in order that the le as t amount of 

moisture from tm ground i ll be accessible to the bu ilding . It 

is not tile idea of the office to arbitrarily s ay wha t size this 

buildi ng should be corntructed , tha t matte r should be g overned 

by the probable amount of storage require d. 

FOUNDATI 

A careful study of the detail Will ffio\1 tha t the f ootings 

under the entire found ation \all must be eight een inc hes (18") 

wide and t welve inches (12") deep vit h a six inch ( 611
) bevel 

water table . Footings fo r the center fo undati an wall should be 

the same size , but without ater t able . ],oo ti. ng s only should 

be excavated below the grade line , and the earth s.hould be removed 

inside t his area , and t.te dryest sand possible to obta in subst i­

tuted; sand to finish level dth tie top of the footing wall . 

Above these footings , forms should be set to make a concrete 

. foundation thirteen inches (13") nde t 0 feet (') six inche s 

(6") high with a concrete floor t relve inc he s (12" ) thick resting 

--no number. vegetable storage house .-:- --
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on :the sand base . r ame s for the ventilating doors as shown 

in deta i l three fee t (3 ') Wide and four t een inches (14" ) h i gh 

should be se t in their posi tion before pour ing the conc r ete. 

Covering this floor and extending up on the inside and on top 

of t he foundation wall , there must be laid four thickness of 2 

ply t ar paper thoroughly saturated with roofing tar , applied 

hot; the cement fioor to be ell covered with hot tar before 

paper i s laid , and the last layer of p:tper to be thoroughly 

covered ri th tar a lso . 1/2." x 18" "Tee" headed bolts are to 

be i nserted in foundation walls not ov er four (4} feet on 

centers with nut and washer to rece ive 2" x 12" sill . 

S I LlS : 

S i lls should be constructed as sho n on det ail with 

2" x 1 2" sill , 2n x 10" side piece ii;;h 2" x 12u cap to rece ive 

studding and the spaces between the ends of floor joists r est ing 

on wall to be filled with concrete as sho\"ll. on detail , the same 

wi d t h and height of concrete to be laid across each end para llel 

with joi st . 

FORMULA FOR CONCRETE : 

Concrete footings , fl.oor and foundation :rall must be 

made ac c ording ta a formula as follows : Take ore part of fresh 

Portland Ceimnt , and miX ith t YK> parts cle an sharp sam , after 

thoroughl y mi:xing too sand and cerrent add four parts of Joplin 

chats or c lean grave l, the whole to be turned three times on a 

tight f l oor and then wet to the proper consistendy {Si c) placed 

in the f orms and rell tamped. 

--no numbe r.vegetable stor age house .-



- 3-

JOISTS: 

Joist s are to be 2n x 10" placed t welve inches (12" } 

on center with t .ro rows of bridging . The wooden floor is to be 

made of 2 x 6 and placed 3/4" apart , and well spiked to floor 

joist. 

OUTSIDE AND INSIDE .; ALLS : 

The cons tru ct1' on of the 11 h a s i:ool uding t e ceiling 

consists of 2 x 4 studding und 2 x 4 ceiling joist place d two 

feet (2'} on centers and covered inside and out 'th 1 x 8 

No. 1 shiplap well mailed on each bearing . On this shiplap 

should be laid insulation one - half (1/2") thick put on according 

to tm manufacturer ' s instruction . laxlinum man uf ac tured by 

t.he Northern Insulati ng Company , St . Paul , ·nn ., or its equal as 

recomme nied. over the insulation must be nailed 1" x 2" strips 

twelve inc.hes (12"} on centers to receive the 1" x 6" D & M 'tB" 

grade inside lini!¥5 , and the drop siding on tbe out side of the 

wall . Th e top course of the ceiling should be 1" x 6" D & M 

as shown on de tail . Outside of walls to be covered with "B" 

grade of dro p siding nailed to each bearing wi.th 2 lOd casing 

nails. 

DOORS: 

The constructi on of the front door a nd the ventilating 

doors are similar , consisti ng of three (3) cour ses of l't x 6" 

dressed and matched , tro (2 ) courses of insulation ath 1" x 2" 

twelve inc.hes (12"} on centers to form the air space . ntrance 

do -a... h th f (4) 8 11 ttTee" hinD'es so as to prevent or DUOUld be ung wi our ~ 

d l.·th Haspan staple . any sagging, and secure ~ 
Ventilating doors 

--no number.vege table storage hous~e-·~-------~~~------------------~ 
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in foundation wall should be hung with three (3 ) 4" loose pin 

butts and held in position with a good quality of adjuster . The 

ventilat i ng do or in the c eiling at base of vent ilat ing shaft 

should be made and hung as sho n on plan , and fitted i th eye 

bolt and the necessary pulleys with a line extending through the 

space over ceiling and down on outside of building , the line to 

be fastened to a suitable an chor rw ithin reach of the ground , to 

penni t of t_re adj us imen t of door . 

ROOF: 

Roof to be constructed as shovm n th 2 x 4 r afters 

spaced t o feet (2 ' ) on center s , and sheathed ith 1" x 4" spaced 

not over t o inc hes ( 2" ) apart and covered with extra Star A 

Star shingles laid four nd one - .balf (4-1/2" ) i ncres to the 

weather and nliiled ith 3d galvanized nails . 

CORNICE : 

Cornice to consist o ft velve inch (12 '' ) frieze , t ~e lve 

inch (12" ) plancia ith bed mould , and four inch (4") facia . 

Finish co rners with five inch (5") corner boards , and case door 

With five inch {5 " ) casing . 

VENr ILATIID lFIAFT : 

The ventilati ng shaft must be construc ted as shown on 

the plan , and in size corresponding to the size of tbe building . 

This plan of building sho a ventilating shaft four feet ( 4 ' ) 

square outside measurements , and to extend thirteen feet (13 ' ) six 

inches ( 6 n) above the co mb of the roof to the plate line of 

ventilating shaft . The constructi on of the 1alls of the shaft 

--no number. vegetable storage house .--
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is similar tot~ construction of the building belo l except tha t 

it is not lined on t he inside . Louvers must be set in the space 

between the roof and c eiling , and in top of ventilating shaft 

as sho\Til on pl an . Galvan ized i re netting to be placed on 

the i ns ide of t .he louvers t o pr e vent the · ent r ance of birds . 

Care must be t aken t o f l ash pr operl y a round tre base of the 

ventila ti ng s h a f t t o make a 1a t e r proof job . 

PAitJ"T: 

Pain t out side of buil ding e xcep t ro of , vvi t h t hr ee 

coat s of le ad a nd pur e l i nseed oi l paint , co lor to su it o ner . 

. k e Okl ahoma .---- peci f ications for 
(End d ) • ·ve Tr1be s us oge ' · t) orse 1 H us~ t no ye ar on manus cr l p • 
Vegetable tor&ge o •\ 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE , 

Office of Superintendent , Union Agency 
for the 

Five Civilized Tribes . 
Dana H. Kelsey, Supt . in charge , Mus kogee, Oklahoma. 

LOCAL DISTRI CT AGEN TS ' OFF IC ES AT: 

Vinita, Oklahoma 

Nowata, " 
Sapulpa, " 
Olmulgee, n 

Checotah , " 
Westville, ft 

Antlers, " 
Hugo, " 
McAlester, " 
Holdenville, " 
Atoka, " 
Tislllomingo, " 
Armnore, " 
Pauls Valley, " . 

Chickasha, " 
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