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Depar-mtent of' the Interior-. 

OFFICE OF I NDIAN AFFAIRS , 

J .George {right, Esq., 

U.S.Indian Inspector, 

Washington. 

Muscogee, Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

May 3, 1899. 

33670-A: 

Pursuant to the request contained in your repor t of Apr il 

21, 1899, and to the direction containe d i n Depart nent lette r 

of April 28, 1899 1 t~re are enclosed , he reWith, to be r e ­

corded by you and returned to tm files of this off ice, t he 

following a cts of the Creek Nation, recent ly forwa~ded, 

and acted on by the President, viz: 

1. No.l8,026, "An Act to provide fo r t~ support of 

the National Boarding Schools, and for other pur pos es", 

approved by the President April 11, 1899. 

2. No. 18 1 027, "An Act to direct the Principal Chief 

to request on behalf of the Creek Nation th at t he enforce­

meut of t.be Curtis Law 1n t.ba Creek Nation be defer r e d 

until action on the recent Creek agreenent by Congress 

can be ·had, and for other purposes," disapproved by the 

President April 11, 1899. 

3. No. 18 1 942, •An act to ~propriate $15 for the 

aid of each of 270 indigents of the Creek Nation for the 

year 1899,• disapproved by the President April 18, 1899. 
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4 . No . 18 , 943 , "An Act to provide ~ ans for use in 

r epairs end extensions of boardillS schools and orphan asy­

l ums , • approved by the President April 18 , 1899 . 

5 . No . 18 , 944 , "An Act to provide for payment of the 

expenses of the Supreme Court for the year 1898" , approved 

by tbe President April 1.3 , 1899 . 

s . No . 18 , 945 , "An Act to provide for the ex:t;:enses 

of the executive office , and for other purposes", approved 

by the President April 18 , 1899 . 

7. No . 18 , 946 , "An Act to provide for Clothing the 

Creek Indian and negro orphans in the orphan asylums of 

the nation" , approved by the President April 18 , 1899 . 

a. No . 18 , 947 , "An Act to pay the sa1aries of the 

general officers or t~ government and the superintendents 

of boording schools" , approved by the President April 18,1899. 

9 . No . 18 , 948 , "An Act to pay various persons for 

Auditor ' s certificates taken up and cencelle d by the 

committee on finance" , disapproved by the President April 

18 , 1899 . 

10. No . 18 , 949 , "An Act to provide for pay of 

camni ttee clerks , and other purposes" , approved by t~ 

President April 18 , 1899 . 

11. No . 18 , 950 , "An Act to provide for payment of 

sundry small accounts against t~ nation, " approved by 

the President April 18 , 1899 . 

~2 . No . 18 , 951 , "An Act to provide for pe.y of sundry 

smll accounts against the m tion , " approved by the President 

April 18 , 1899 . 
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13• No. 18,952, "An Act to provide f'or payment at 

services rendered to the Council of March , 1899", approved 

by the President April 18, 1899. 

14. No. 18,953, "An Act to provide :fo·r pay of Samuel 

Checote e.nd Alexander Mcintosh for services rendered 

t~ March session of the National Council," approved by 

t~ Presi den. t April 18, 1899. 

15. No. 18,954, "An Act to pay per diem rd mileage 

or members and other affi cers of the House of Warriors 

of the National Council of October and November , 1898", 

approved by the President April 18, 1899. 

16. No. 18,955, "An Act to provide pay for members 

and officers of the House af Warriors of the National 

Council of January 3, 1898", approved by the President 

April 18, 1899. 

17. No . 18,956, "An Act to P!Y J . s . spaniard and 

William Perryman for services reniered as members or the 

House of Warriors of t~ National. Counc 11," approved by 

the President April 18, 1899. 

18. No. 18,957, "An Act to ray per diem am mileage 

ot members and other officers of t~ House of Kings of the 

National Council ot October md November, 1898," approved 

by the President April 18, 1899. 

19. No. 18,958, •An Act to IllY t~ per diem am mileage 

ot lDI!IIIIl bers and other of t1 cers of the House of Kings o'f the 

National Council ot March 18, 1899," ~proved by tha Presi­

dent April 18, 1899. 

• 
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20. No. 18 1 959, "An Act to authorize the President 

of the House at Kings to administer the oath of office," 

approved by t~ President April 18, 1899. 

21. No. lS., 960, ".An Act to pa. y the per diem and 

mileage o:r mEJnbers and other at'ficers or the House at 

Kings of the National Council of January 3, 1898," 

approved by the President, April 18, 1899. 

22. No. 18,951, "An Act to provide pay of members 

and officers of the House of Varriors ar the Na. ti onal Coun-

cil o~ March 15, 1899, ~proved by the President April 18,1899. 

As above directed, you will, when you shall have 

copied toose acts , or made other record thereof, return 

tbl same to this office for its files. 

Very respectfully, 

A.C.Tonner, 

Acting Commissioner . 

(K.S.M.) 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l65 Received May 6_,_1899 Office 
ot u.s.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory • Washington, 
May 3l 1899. Connnissioner.----Returns 22 Creek Acts to be 
copied and returned.----
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE 1UEK GEE N TI 

I lULG.h;~ . I • T • \ . , Y 26 , 1899 . 

Hon . J . Geo • . ri ght 

u.s . I nd i an I nspe c t or 

.:u kogee , I . • 

Sir : 

• 

3368'1-A 

5 

I h a ve t he honor to subni t herewith for ubmission to 

t he resi dent for h i s ap~ ov a l the acts of t he at i onal counci l , 

hich convened on the 15th , and ad j ourned on the 25th . Instant . 

~ t er rany dra~backs tat body finally met for the 

purpose o f c unt i ng t e vote s casts i n t he election and delcar - · 

ing (~ic) the resul t . 

he ork of can ass i ng the votes was done in a ccordance 

with t he pro v i ss i on (Sic) Gf the Creek l aw i n the presence of 

Hon . r ams Bi ·by cting ha i rman of the U.s . ommission of the 

Five Civi l i zed ~r ibes and t e result of f icial ly declare d here 

edn esday l as t . mhe report of the omr:.ittee to hom the lection 

eturns were submitted ill be furn i shed to you l ater on . 

The report sho~s that f i fteen hundred and forty three 

votes ~ere c ast ; th t of th i s number ten hundred and forteen 

were cast f or the ~greeroent and five hu dred and t';~enty n i ne 

ar,e i ns t 1 t . 

I reLain ver y respectful ly , 
spurhecher 

::>ri n . Ch i ef .u"'kq;ee ation . 
( dorsed) Union ~gency # 11?? eceive d Junl , l 8 • ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspec t or f or Indian Terr i t ory . Okmul gee , I . T., · . .iay 26 , 1899 · 

parhe her , rin . Ch ief . sends 16 ·reek ~cts for act i on. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR . 
OFFICE CF INDIAN AFFAIRS . 

Washington , J une 2 , 1899 . 

J. George Wrig ht, Esq., 

Sir: 

u. s . Indi an I nspe c tor , 

Muscogee, IndialDl. Territory. 

33589- A 

6 

Pursuant to the r equest containe d in your report d ate d May 27 , 

1899, addressed t o the Secreta ry of the Interior, there is this day 

sent you thi rteen cts of the Na tional Council of the creek Nation , 

which were appr oved by the President January 18 and 19 , 1899 , a s 

follows : 

(1) No. 62 , "An ct to employ Hen T . Du Val as attorney f or the 

Creek Na t ion at 2500 , for one year to represent the Na t ion in all 

contested c it i zenship claims , " appro ved by the President January 18 , 

1899. 

(2) No. 64 , "An ct to provide a commission of seven to ne go ­

ti ate an agre ement with the Dawes Commission , for an a llotment of 

l and in the Cr eek Nation , and for other purposes , " approved by the 

President .Jmuary 18 , 1899 . 

(3) No. 66 , "An Act to cor r ect the pay roll of the House of 

Warriors mak ing a n additional payment to Siah Gray and Eddie Walker 

of te.oo e a ch ," ap pro ved by the President Jan.uary 18 , 1899 . 

{4) No. 68 , " An Act to appropriate $ 25 .75 , to pay freight on 

s choo+ books furnished the nation , " approved by the President Jan-

uary 18 , 1899 . 

(5) No. 69, "An ct to appropriate $6 , 00 to pay s ue M. Rogers 

f or se r vices as clerk to special cornmi ttee of t we lve , " ap proved by 

t he President .January 1 8 , 1899 . 

181 . 
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(6) No. 70, "An ct to p rovide f o r payment of committee clerk. 

during extra session in December, ~6 .00 t oN . E . Durant ," approved 

by the President Janua r y 18 , 1 899 . 

(7) No. 71, "An ct t o provide for the payment of 'ii>1 2 . 00 to mos 

Mcintosh for services as clerk o f spec ial committee , " approved by the 

President January 18, 1899 . 

(8) No. 72, "An ct to provide for payment of Committee Clerk 

during extra session in De c ember , 9 . 00 toN . E . Durant , " approved 

by the President January 18 , 1899 . 

(9) No. 73, " n ct to provide for payment of extra expenses 

incurred by janitor du r i ng the extra session , December , 1898 , " 

approved by the P reside nt J anuary 18 , 1899 . 

(10) No. 74, "An Ac t to provide for correct i ng error in pay 

roll of October, 1898, sessi on of council, $24 . 00 ," approved by the 

President Janua ry 18 , 1 899. 

(11) No. 75, "An Act to provide for the pay of the members of 

the House of Ki ngs and their cler k and interpreter for the extra 

session, 1390.20," approved by the President January 19 , 1899 . 

(12) No. 76 , "An Act to authorize the Principal Chief , Is-

parhecher, to accompany the Creek Commiss i on as ex- officio member 

thereof, and fo r other purposes , " approved by the President Janu-

ary 18, 1899. 

(13) No. 77, "An Act to provide for the pay of the members 

of the House of arriors and the i r clerk and interpreter for the 

extra session, 3355.40," approved by the re sident January 19 , 1899 . 

hen you have copied t hese act s you will return the originals 

to this office f or its files. 
Very re spe ctful ly, 

Ao C. Tonner 
G. A. • (G) Acting Commissioner o 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 189, r e ce ive d J u n . 6 , 1899. Office of u.s. 
Ind. Insp. for I. T. ~ashington, J une 2 , 1899 , Commi s s i oners. 
Sends 13 Creek acts to be co pied and returned. 
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us kogee , I . T . June 8th, l 899 . 

Hon . J . George right , 

u . s . Indian Inspec tor , 

Muskogee ,I . T . 

.::>ir :- In reference to the rna tter of Creek varrants issued 

for the benefit of too Indigent members of t he Cr eek Nati on , 1e 

wish to say that 1 t has been t he cu stom of the Creek Council for 

several years pas t to appropri ate small sums of money :for their 

ve ry old and helpless members . 

h ile this seems to be a very small amount , sti ll it wa s 

considerable help towards providi ng clothes and other bsolute 

nece ssities f or those who were destitute and lived on the c harity 

of t heir friends . 

~uch war r ants have always been conside red good an d leg itimate 

and the merchants of the ation have al a ys taken them the same 

as other Iarrants , and at this time they have their money tied 

up in them . 

They were taken in good f aith and unless t he appropriat i on 

be approved they ill be unable to c ollect the ir money . 

Believing as V!e do that t he appropriati on is ent i rely 

legitimate and made for a orthy purp ose , we Tould r espectf ully 

request tha. t it be approved . 

Re~ectfully submitted , 

Frederick B. evers 
Turner Hd . co . 
Harsha & p ulding . 
The atterson ercantile Co . 

(Endorsed) Union gency o . l293 Received Jun . lO , l899 Office of 
u . s . Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory. F . B. eve r s & othe rs , 
Muskogee , I . T. 6- 8 - 99----Requests approval of Creek Indigent Act .----
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Land. 
28,133-1899. 

The Honorable 

Department ot the Interior, 

, OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

Washington, 
Jum m. ,1899. 

· The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

Enclosed, herewith , is a repar t of Jum 14 , 1899, from 

Inspector Wright, -transmitting an act of the· special session 

or the na. tional council of the Creek nation, approved by the 

Principal Chief on May 25 ,1899, appropriating $200 in 

favor of Isparhecher, to satisfy a loan of that amount. 

It seems from Inspector Wright's report that the Princ i­

pal Chief secured the advancement of $200 to defray the 

expenses of the committee appointed by him to represent 

the nation in the matter of the enrollment and allotment 

ot lands to citizens of the nation by the Dawes Commission. 

No information is furnished by the Principal Chief in 

connection with this act, or with reference to tl:l& loan of 

said money, as described, consequently Inspector Wright 

recanmends that the act be disapproved, and that tha 

Principal Chief be required to first furnish all informa­

tion in reference to said claim. The office concurs in 

this recommendation at Inspector Wright. It is impossible 

tor e1 tber the Inspector, this office or tb!t Department, 

to properly present IJil t ters to tb!t Presiden.t involving 

Ia& 
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such appropriations as is contained in this act without, an 

explanation concerning the same and proof o~ the exigency 

which made it necessary tor the Principal Chief to secure 

this money without authority ~rom the council of the nation . 

Very respectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

W.A.Jones, 

Commissioner. 

(K.S.M.) 

0 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

The President, 

Sir: 

Washington. June 22, 1899. 

I have tbe honor to submit herewith, for executive 

action, under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved 

June 7, 1897 (30 Stat.,62, 84), en act of the Muskogee or 

Creek Nation entitled, "An Act appropriating 200.00 in 

favor of Isparhecher to satisfy a loan of that amount" . Said 

act appnpriates the sum of two hundred dollars in favor of 

Principal Chief Isparh~cher to satisfy a loan of said amount 

secured to defray the expenses of a Committee appointed by 

the Principal Chief to represent the Creek Nation in the 

matter or enroll~m nt and allotment of lands to citizens 

by the Dawes Commission. It was approved by tbe Principal 

Chief May 25, 1899. 

Tb, United States Indien Inspector for the Indian 

Territory in transmitting said act states, -- "In View of 

the fact that no information is given in this act with 

reference to this 'loan of seid amount secured to defray 

the expenses of a Committee' "he respectfully recommends 

that sal d act be disapproved, and that tm Principal Chief 

be required "to first furnish all information in reference 

to said claim.~ The Coumissi_omr or Indian Affairs concurs 

in the reoo1lllll!tndat1on ot the u.s.Imian Inspector that said 

aot ought not to be epproved without an explnation (Sic) 

1 
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trom the Principa1 Chief showing the exigency which required 

him to procure this money without authority from the Nation­

al Council. 

T~ report of the u.s;Indian Inspector, concurred 

in by the Commissioner o'f Indian Affairs, is approved by 

the Departma1t, and I have therefore to recommend t ha t said 

act be disapproved. 

A copy of the report of the Commissioner and the: 

letter of tM U . S .Indian Inspector are hereWith inclosed. 

Ind. Ter .Div. 
1772-1899. 

3 inclosures. 

Respectfully, 

Tho. R. Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 



D E P A R T ME NT 0 F T HE I N T E .R I 0 ty 
Washington. 

United St a tes Indian Inspector 

tar the Indian Terri tory. 

Sir: 

June ZO, 1899. 

On June 2 2, 1899, the Department submitted to the Presi­

dent for executive action an act of t he Creek Nation entitled 

"An Act appropriating 200.00 in f avor of Isparhecher to 

satisfy a loan of that anount ," w.1. th a recommendation 

that the same be disapproved . Sai d act was disapproved 

June 23, 1899, and has this day been transmitted to the 

Commissiomr of Indian Affairs far proper disposition . 

Said departmental letter and a copy of the rep ort of the 

Commissiomr of In:lian Affairs are enclosed hereWith , and 

you will forward t~ same to t.be Executive Secretary of 

the Creek Nation. 

Ind.Ter. Div. 
17'72-99. 

2 enclosures. 

ResJe ctfully, 

E . A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen~ No.235 Received Jul.5 1899 Office 
of u . s .Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. ashington , 
June 30, 1899. Secretary.----Creek Act to pay Isparhecher 
for , lo~, disapprove d.----
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' tj 
November 25th,l899 . 

Muskogee {Creek) Nation. 

AN A C T. 

To provide for the cancellation of National Auditor's 

certificates . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the General 

Funds or the Muscogee Nation , the sum of Fourteen Thousand Five 

Hundred ixteen and 92/100 ($14, 516 . 92) dollars for the can­

cellation and retirement of all Auditor's certi ficates held and 

owned ·by the follolling - naned persons previous to November 25th , 

1898, in anounts set opposite their respective names . Said 

sum to be paid out in accordance with such rules and regu lations 

as may be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior . 

W. C. Trent 

Turmr Hdw. co . , 

.c . H. Tully, 

C. E. Myers , 

J . L. Thomas , 

J . E. Turner , 

P . K. Morton , 

Mrs . T. H.Scales , 

H. H. Holm.an , 

Frank Likowski , 

H. c .Hall & Co ., 

Moty Tiger , 

J . Burdette , 

$1359 . 90 

2146 . 40 

3948 . 60 

2069 . 57 

211 . 95 

450 . 00 

206 . 50 

256 . 60 

112 . 40 

740 . 63 

102 . 25 

716 . 30 

372 .80 

----Pleasant Porter--a-66--- -

Tate Brady, 

A . J . Kennedy , 

Robert Carr, 

Sugar George, 

R. M. Stevens , 

Wm . Perryman , 

H. c . Humel , 

F . B. Severs , 

Joe imon 

Thomas ~ells , 

C.harle s Coachman , 

J . S . Robison , 

D. C. atson , 

$38 . 00 

25 . 00 

30 . 66 

71 . 55 

49o00 

2 . 00 

74 . 90 

25 . 00 

24.90 

11 . 00 

8 . 40 

22 . 00 



C.E.Foley, 952.46 

A.c.sanborn, 528.75 

-2-

LeWis Alexander, 

E.H.Lerblanche, 3.00 

In all Fourteen Thousand, Five Hundred Si xteen and 92/100 

Dollars. 

Approved and signed by Isparhecher~ Principal Ch i e f Of 

92/100 Dollars. 

Approved and signe d by IsparhecherJJ Princ i pal Chie f Of 

the Muskogee Nation, on Nov. 25thl, 1899; appro"Yed b y t he 

President of the United States on December 23rd, 18 99. 

5 

(Endorsed) Union Agen~,Muskqgee,Oklahoma.--a-66--Ple asan t Por t era 
general letters. 



16 
uscogee (Creek) ation . 

ACT 

TO R VIDE FOR TU CANCELLATI 

m; IT m~ACT 1D BY rHE 1 AriOI C Ul CIL AT 

hat there be and i s hereby a ropr i at.ed out of t he General Funds 

of the .uscogee at ion the sum of .1 ourteen Thousand Five Hundred 

Si xteen and 42/100 ( 14,516 . 42 ) for t he c cellation and re tire ­

ment of all uditors certificates he ld and owned by the fol low­

i ng named ersons previous to ov . 25 th , l 898 , in amounts set 

opposite their respective name . aid sum to be pai d out i n 

accordance tith such rules and regulations as may be prescri bed 

by t he ·e cret ry of the I terior . 

. C. Trent - - - - ,135 • 90 

Turner Hd re Co- - - - - 2146 . 40 

c . n . Tully- - - - - 3 48 . 0 

C. i ' . ltyer s - - - - - 2069 . 7 

J .L. homas- - - - - - - 211 . 95 

J • . • ,urner-

• • or t on-

450 . 00 

206 . 50 

~s . T. H. 'cales--- - ·- 256 . 50 

H. H. Holman- - - - -

Frank Likowski-

I.e . Hall . Co- - -
oty Tiger- - - - -

J.Burdette-

C. E.Foley- -
A.C . s anborn- - - -

- - -

-

112 . 40 

740. 66 

102 . 25 

716o50 

372 . 80 

952 . 46 

528 .75 

rrate rady-

• • \.enne dy- -

38 . 00 

25 . 00 

obert C rr- - - - - - 50 . 66 

Sugar Gear e - - - - - - 14 . 00 

• 1. tevens- - - - - - 7 . 55 

m. erryman - - - - - 49 . 00 

H. C. Hume l - - - - - -

. B. evers - - - - -­

Joe Simon- - - - - -

Thomas ··e l ls- - -

Charle s Coachman-

J . · • ob i s on- - - - -

D.c. atson- - - - -

Le is Alexander -

~ . H. Lerblance- -

2 . 00 

74 . 90 

25 . 00 

24 . 90 

+1 . 00 

8 . 40 

22 . 00 

6 . 50 

3 •. 00 

---Pleasant Porters gener al letters .--a- 29----
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In all Fourteen Thousand Fi ve Hundred i x teen and 42/100 Dollars . 

A •• oKel lop 

Clerk of H. of :. 

Lee illC evins 

Clerk of H. of ~ . 

H •• Harjo 
Priv. ec . 

v'1 t nesses : • B. evers 
. G. augh 

Approved 12/23/ 99 by 

Adopted 11/23/ 99 

. A. bapul pa 
Sp . of H. of • 

Concurred i n ov . 23rd , l 899 

G •• Alexander 
res . of H. of 

Approved ov . 25 , 18 99 

• 

Isp arhecher his x mark . 

Pri n . Cb i e f • 

• ~c • 

cu I I OF ICE , #5 

Huscogee at i on 

Dec . 4th , l899 

I , Isparhecher , rincipal Chi ef of t he .uscogee Nation , 

do hereby certify t ha t the fore going is an act of the Tationa~ 

Council of said l at i on pas sed at its ov . session ,. 18 9 ,. and ap ­

proved by me i n my official char acter on ov . 25 , 1899 , and I do 

hereby submit the same f or t e a proval of t he r esident of the 

United dtates under t he provi s i ons of t he ct of Gongress of .June 

7 , 1897 (30 0tats ., 62- 84 ), entit l ed "An ct maki ng appropri at ions 

tor the current and contingent expenses of t he Indi an Dep rtment , 

and for fulfillinG t reaty stipulations with various Indian tribes 

for the fiscal year ending June thirtieth , ei ghteen hundred and 

ninety- eight • and for other pur poses . " 

----Pleasant Porters general latters .--a- 29----
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In itness vhereof , I have hereunto signed my name as rin­

cipal Chief of t he .rusco ee ration on this the 25th day of Nov. 

1899 , and caused t he gr eat seal of the Jation to be affixed o 

Isparhecher his x mark . 

rincip al Chief uscogee 
Nati on . 

Attest : F . B . ~evers 
B. G. Baugh 

H •• Harjo 

ational ' ecr tary . 

, 
ashi ton , ___________________ , l 89 

pproved : 

--Pleasant Porters general letters .--a- 29----
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EXECUTIVE OFFIC 
1U C G ' NAT ION , 

Dec . 4th , 1899 

I, Isparhecher , rincipal Chief of the r,us coge Nation , do 

her by c rtify t hat t he foregoing is an act of the National 

Council of said ation passed at its Nov . session , 1899 , and ap­

pr oved by me in my official character on Dec . 4th , 1899 , and I 

do hereby submit the sam for the approval of t he President of 

the United tates under the provisions of the Act of Congress 

ot June 7 , 1897 (30 tats ., 62 , 84) , ent itled " An Act making 

appropri ations for t current and contingent ex nses of t he 

Indian Department , and for fulfilling treaty s tipulations with 

various Indian tribes for tbe fis ca l year ending June thirti th , 

eighteen hundred and ninety- e i ght , and for other purpose s . n 

In itness hereof , I have hereunto si n d my name as 

Principal Chief of th .uscog c at i on on this the 4th day of 

December , 1899 , and caused the gr at seal of th 

aftixed . 

Isparh c er his x mark. 

rincipal Chief ] uscogee ation • 

.lttest : 

H. ·. Harjo 
ational ecretary. 

itnesses--F . B. evers-- . G. Baugh. 

ation to be 

EXECUTIVE I ON , 
ashingtan , , 189_ 

Approve~-------------

- -Pleasant orters gen ral l etters .--a- 7----



D-507 ' ' 00 
ot o . 5 . 

DE 
Office of 

.J.Ji: F 1'1 II ERIO 
u .~ . Indian Inspector 

For 
Indian Territory , 

.rus cogee , Ind . T., January 10 , 1900 . 

Hon . le asant Porter , 

Principal Chi e f , Creek Nation , 

Iuscogee , Indian Territory. 

ir : 

20 

You are r e spectfully advised t hat an Act of t he nat i onal 

Council of the Creek {ation , approved by Principal Chi ef Ispar­

hecher on November 25 ,1899 , and entitled: 

"An ct to rov ide f or t he cancellat i on of Nat i onal Auditor ' s 

certif'icates , " 

s submitted by the Honorabl e Secretary of the Interior to t he 

Pres ident of the United States for execut ive ction on December 

23 , 1899 , and nus duly a proved on the same date ~ and t he s ame 
I 

has been laced on file i n the ffice of ndian fa i rs at 

ashington . 

Very respectfully , 

J" . Geo . right , 

U •• nd i an I nspe ctor , for 
t he Indi an Territor y . 

( dorsed) Union ency , uskogee , kl a oma .-- leasan t orters 
general letters .--a- 29----



ec . 4th , l899 
Mus oogee {Creek ) ation . 

Al AC 

TO ROVID AY VIC.c. AND F OTH.c:R 

p 

BE IT ~' CT.uD BY T JATI l .AL COU CIL F T l MU 'C G~ IJ TI 

That t here be and is ereby appropriated out of the General Fund 

of the :us co ee Nat i on , t he sum of ive Hundred One and 75/100 

{ 501. 75 ) Dollars for pay of Co itte clerks nd for other 

M'165-A 

purposes as her e i nafter men tioned ; aid sum to be paid out under 

such rules an re ulat i on as ma be prescr i be d by the ecretary 

of t he Interior . 

Lydia erryman , for s ervices rendered as cle rk of Spec i a l Com­

mittee in ov. 9 days - - -- - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - ~27 . 00 

Lydia erryman , for ervices rendered as clerk of upecial 

Cow. itteo i n ov . 3 days- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 9 . 00 

J . H. Lynch , for services rendered as clerk of Committee on 

1 ducation in ov , 18 days- - - - - - - - - - - - - 54 . 00 

..lrs . • ~ • :c ellop , for services rendered as cle r k of Com-

mittee Judiciary in rov . 35 days- -- -- - - - - - - - - - 105 . 00 

J .~ .Tiger , for services rendered as clerk of 

mittce in Tov . 7 d ys-- - - - - - - - - - -

pe cia l Com-

Theo . E. Jtid am , for services rendered as clerk of Committee 

21 . 00 

on Foreign elati ons i n ~ov . 18 d s - - - - - - - - - - - - 54 . 00 

c . ~ . 'mith , for services r endered as cle rk of Finance Com-

mittee i n rov . 15 da s - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -- 45 . 00 

. G. · •• vango , for services rendered as cler - of Committee 

on Internal Improvement s in ;ov. 1 days- - - - - _ -- 45 . 00 

---- 1easant orters gener 1 lettcr s .--a- 30----
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De cembe r 4th , l 899 

J •• Ki ng f or ser ic es r endered as clerk of Committee on 

Cl a i ms in Iov . 35 , days- - - - - - - - - - - - - - '105 . 00 

Amos Grey , for fue l furnished the council of Oct & ov . 
also for oil furnished t e council al l amounti 

F . B. Severs , for stationary furnished t e Creek ati on- ­

I n al l F i ve Hundred ne and ? /100 Dollars . 

A. P . 1 cKello 
Clerk of I . of . • 

Lee c ev i ns 
Clerk of T • of • 

H •• Harjo 
Priv . s ec . 

i t nesses : l! . B . e ers 
B. G. Baugh 

ppr oved 12/ 26/1899 by • r r 
• CJ. lo.. e 

dopted 12/ 4/ 99 
• • a ul pa 

p o o H. of • 

oncurred in Dec . 4th , l899 
G. . Al exander 

r es . of H . of K . 

ppro ed De c . 4th , l 8 99 
I sparhecher h i s x mark 

r i n . ief •• 1 . 

•. C IV OFFI C , J. g 

.uscogee at i on 

ec . 4th , l 899 

1? . 20 

19 . 55 

I, I sparhec er , ri ncipal Chief of the ~scogee ation , do 

her eby certi fy that t e foregoi is an act of the ati on 1 Counc i l 

ot said Jation p a~sed at i ts ov . se ss i on , 18 99 , and pproved by 

me i n my of ficial character on ec. 4th , l 899 , and I do hereby 

submit the same f or t he ~pproval of t he resi dent of the United 

tat es under t h e provis ions of the Act of Congr ess of June 7 , 1897 

(30 ~tats ., 62 , 84), e titled "An Act ki n ppropriati ons f or 

----Pleasant orters eneral l ettors .--a- 30----
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he current and contingent expenses of t he Indian Department , 

tor fulfilling treaty stipulations with vari ous I ndian tribes 

tor the fiscal year ending June t hirt ieth , e i ghteen hundred and 

ninety-eight, and for other :purposes . " 

In itness hereof , I have hereunto signed my name as rin­

cipal Chief of the uscogee ation on t is the 4t h day of Dec . 

1899, and caused the great seal of the ation to be affixed . 

Atte s t; ~ . B . evers 

B. G. Baugh 

r •• arjo 

ati onal J e cretary. 

Ispar he cher his x mark 

Principal Chief uscogee a o 

CUT V IO , 

.ashin ton , ___________________ , l 89 

Approved : 

leasant Porters gener letters.--a- 30----



3585! '99 
D-50\J, 
Act o. 9. 

DEPART T OF TH INTERIOR , 

Office of u. ' . Indian Inspector , 

For 

Indian Territory , 

uscogee, Ind . T., 

January 10 , 1900 . 

Ron. Pleasant Porter, 

Sir: 

Principal Chief , Creek Jat i on , 

[uscogee , Indian Terri tory . 

~~-" •:t: 

You are r e spectfully advised that the ct of the ~ational 

Council of the Creek at i on , approved by rinci al Clief Ispar­

hec her on De cember 4 , 1899 , and entitled : 

"An Act to provide for pay of committee cle rks ' services 

and for ot er pur poses , " 

was ·su bmitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to the 

President of t e Uni ted tates for executive acti on on December 

26, l:899 , and ·ras duly approved on the same date , and has been 

placed on file in t he ffice of ndian Affai rs at 1ashington . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Gea • . ir i ght , 

U . ""' . Indian Inspector ,, 

for t he Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union ency, .~uskogee ,Oklahoma .--Fleasant orters 
gener letters .--a- 30----



Muscogee (Creek) Nation 

AN ACT 

~533'165-B 

TO PROVIDE FOR PAY OF 1ENIBERS , CURK AND I NTERPRETER OF HOUSE 

OF ARRIORS . 

BE IT :&NACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE IlUSCOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the General 

Funds, the sum of Fourteen Thousand One Hundred and Eighty t hree 

and 4.0/100 Dollars, in payment of per- diem and mileage of t he 

m~mbers , clerk and Interpreter, of the House of arriors during 

the regular session o~ 1899 , beginning Oct , 3rd . and ending Oct, 

19th. and also beginning ov, 17 and ending De c , 4th . making the 

thirty working days as requir d by s aid sum to be p id .under 

such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the Secre t ary 

ot the Interior for the disbursement of Creek Funds • 

• A. apulpa,--------­

Asbuty, Joshua------­

Barnett,Ben---------­

Barnett,Dick--------­

Barnett,Monday------­

Barnett,Jackson-----­

Barnett , J . F .--------­

Berryhill,Wm.-------­

Berryhill,Richard---­

Broadenax,James-----­

Bruner,Tom----------­

Bruner,Linety-------­

Buck, John----------­

Carthon -------------

155.20 

146.00 

156.00 

150.80 

162.00 

152.00 

156.00 

156.00 

122.00 

123.20 

148.00 

158.00 

148.80 

148.80 

---Pleasant Porters general letters.--w--
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Cain,ottawa---------- 166.00 

Canard,Joseph-------- 142.40 

Chissoe,Austin------- 148 .00 

Lasly Cloud---------- 138 . 00 

Davis Alec----------- 141. 20 

Davis,Joe------------ 138 . 00 

Deere,Lewis---------- 157 . 20 

Deere,Lawy r--------- 160 .80 

Durant, teven-------- 156 . 00 

Ewing,P.R.----------- 156 . 00 

Fixico,Tulmochus ----- 155 .20 

Fixico, ·ocus--------- 148 . 00 

Fisher,H.c.---------- 75 . 00 

Fish,Jims y---------- 122 .80 

Fields,Harper-------- 156 . 00 

Frank1in,Tobe-------- 148.00 

Gano, eter----------- 148 . 00 

Gentry, .E.---------- 114.00 

Gibson,Joseph-------- 142 .80 

Grayson,G •• --------- 144 .00 

Grayson,Robt.-------- 159 . 20 

Grayson,Tackey---~--- 148 .80 

Grey, alter---------- 76.00 

Grey Siah------------ 144.00 

Greenwood,Dick------- 158 . 40 

Green,Jesse---------- 122.80 

Herjo,Johnson-------- 149.20 

Harjo,Isparney------- 158.00 

Har jo,Chofo11up------­

HaWkins,Bustin--------

HaWki ns , m.-----------

Harry , Davis----------­

Haynes , James---------­

Herrod , Dick-----------

Hicks,Geo.------------

Hopay , Artus---------­

Is1and ,George--------­

Jackson ,Cho e---------

Jackson ,Green---------

Jefferson John-------
' 

Jimison , ose----------

Johnson , Danie1-------­

Johnson ,Robert-------­

Johnson ,Keeper-------

Las1y , am------------­
L wis ,Johnson---------

LeWis ,P . A.------------

Long ,Thos .-----------­

Lovett,George--------

1 ackey ,Love1y--------

anue1 ,Robt.---------

cCombs,Jas.----------

.LOnday , Mannie---------

oore, ®.------------
onroe,R. C.-----------

Perryman , T •• ---------

Harjo ,Li ttit--------- 144.80 Perryman , tm.---------­
----Pleasant Porters general 1etters.--w--

146 . 80 

152 .00 

160 . 00 

154 . 00 

112 .8 0 

162 . 00 

154. 80 

120 . 00 

154. 40 

162 . 00 

152 . 00 

68 . 00 

152 . 00 

142 .80 

158 . 00 

146 . 00 

158 . 00 

158 . 80 

148 . 40 

160 . 00 

74 . 00 

148 . 00 

154 . 00 

156 . 00 

162 . 00 

144 . 00 

156 . 00 

160.00 

156 . 00 



Peter,Isom----------­

Pieroe,Jacob--------­

Phillips,Pompey-----­

Primus,Joe----------­

Robison,Joe----------

oberts,Chas.-------­

awyer, ose---------­

ells , now-----------

Siah,----------- - - ---

Starr ,Danie1--------­

tephens, •• -------­

St idham ,H.C.--------­

mith , James---------­

Smith , Jeffrey-------­

Smith , es1ey---------

ul11van, m.--------­

Spaniard , J .F . -------­

Tiger , Tobe----------­

Tiger ~John----------­

Thomas , Har1ey-------­

Thompson ,Joe---------

alker,Eddie--------­

alker,Geo •• -------­

Yahola,Osooch-------­

Yahola, Chapley-----­

A.P.MoKellop----~~ Pk 

-3-

110.00 

160.00 

150.80 

152.00 

'76.00 

156.00 

118.00 

162.00 

158.80 

152.00 

156.00 

148 o00 

158.00 

156.00 

152.00 

136 . 00 

120.00 

146.00 

160.00 

157.20 

154.00 

144.00 

'79.00 

'7'7.00 

154 .00 

156.40 

am,J.Haynes,Interperter- 140.00 

---Pleasant Porters general letters.-- --
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In all Fourteen Thousand One Hundred Eighty- three and 40/100 

( 14 ,183.40} Dollars . 

A. P . McKellop 
Cl er k of H. of V • 

Lee McNevins 
Cl er k of H. of K . 

H. M. Harjo 
Pri v . ec . 

- F'. B. evers 
wi tnesses 

- B. G. Baugh . 

Approved Dec . 26 ,1899 
By 

Wm . cKinle y . 

Adopted. __ --~1~2~/~4~/9~9~· ---------

· . A. Sapulpa 
Speaker of H. of 

Concurred i n Dec.4th , l899 

• 

G. A. Alexa.nder 
Pr esident of H. of K. 

pproved Dec . 4th , l 899 

his 
Isparhecher x 

mark . 
Prin . Chi e f . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency , 1uskogee , Oklahoma .--Pleasant Por t ers 
general letters .--w--



3585, '99. 
D-506, '00 • 

.Act No . 4. 

(Recorded on pages 
4 & 5--R.B.} 

DEPARTMENT OF THE IN.r ERI OR , 

Office of U. S.Indian Inspector, 

For 

Indian Territor;r , 

uscogee, Ind . T., 

January 10 , 1900. 

Hon. Pleasant Porter , 

Principal Chief , Creek ation , 

uscogee , Indian Territory. 

Sir: 

You are r espectfully adVised t ha t an Act of t he ati onal 

Council of the Creek ation , approv d by Pri ncipal Chief Ispar­

becher on Decemb r 4 , 1899 , and e ntitled: 

"An Act to provide for the p ay of members , cle r k and 

interpreter of the House of arri or s , 

was submitted by the Honorable ecre tar of t he Int er i or to t he 

President of the United tates for executive a ct ion on December 26 , 

1899, and as duly approved on tb;, 26th ult i mo , and has been 

placed on file in t he Office of Indian ffairs at /ashingt on . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Geo . right , 

u •• Indian Insp ector , for 
the Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency , uskogee ,Oklahoma .--Pleasant orters 
general letters.--w--



33781- A 

December 15, 1899 
11)0 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation. 

A N A Q. T . 

To provide tar pay of G. A. Alexander and w. A. Sapulpa for 

being detained in Okmulgee after the adjournment of Council of 

the regular session to sign acts passed by said Council . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSCOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the general 

funds ot the Muscogee Nation , the sum of Forty ($40 . 00} Dollars 

in favor of G. A. Alexander and Wo A. Sapulpa for being detained 

in Okmulgee, the Capitol, after tbe adjournment. of the. regular 

session of Council of' 1899 to affix their signatures to acts 

passed by the regular session. 

For G. A. Alexander , 

For • A. Sapulpa , 

$24 . 00 

1.6 . 00 

Said sum to be paid under such rules and regulations as shall 

be prescribed by the Secretary of the Interior for the disburse-

ment of Creek funds . 

Approved and signed by P . Porter., Princ.ip al Chief of the 

Muscogee Nation , on the fifteenth of' December, 1899; And 

approved and signed by the President of the United State s on t he 

eleventh of January , 1900. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee ,Oklahoma- -a-52-- Pleasant Porters 
general letters . 
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AN ACT APPRO RIATING 2575 . 20 FOR :t!iR DI" AND 1 ILEAG F mER , 

CLERK AND IN!' ERP F THE H U E OF I NGS . 

~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

BE IT ACT D BY I L C UNCI T I SK G 

TION:- There be and is bere by appropriate d out of t he genera l 

fund the sum of o Thousand ( 2375 . 20 ) three hundred and seventy 

five and 20/100 Dollars in favor of members ~ cle r k and i n t e r pr e ­

ter of the House of ings , being payment of t he mileage and per 

diem of' the organizati on session of Counc i l of 189 9 . The same 

to be paid out in accordance nth sue h rules and r egul ations as 

may be prescribed by the ecre tary of t e I nterior , for the di s ­

bursement of reek funds . 

a s 
Thomas J . Adams 

Austin Anderson 

Roland Brown 

Billy Barna t t 

Joseph Buck 

James Byrd 

Joseph Bruner 

Paro Bruner 

Charles Coachman 

Otte. a Cain 

George Coser 

P . R • .E ng 

Thomas rank 

N. G. Gregory 

Robert Grayson 

iles 
8 

44 

40 

ileage 
1 . 60 

8 . 80 

s .oo 

--P . Porter general letters . o . 5--

ays 
12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

er Di em Total 
48 . 00 49 . 60 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

. oo 
48 . 0 0 

48 . 00 

48 . 0 0 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 0 0 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

56 . 8 0 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

56 . 00 

48 . 00 

A-



•J2 
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ames Miles ileage Days Per Diem Total 

James Hill 40 8 . 00 12 48 . 00 56 . 00 

Tobe Hill 45 9 . 00 12 48 . 00 5? . 00 

George . Hill 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

, 1111am Hill 39 '7 . 80 12 48 . 00 55 . 80 

David Harry 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

Yartehka Harjochee 35 '7 . 00 1 48 . 00 55 . 00 

Timmie Jessey 53 10 . 60 12 48 . 00 58 . 60 

Gabral Jamer on 60 12 . 00 12 48 . 00 60 . 00 

John A. Jacobs 65 15 . 00 12 48 . 00 61 . 00 

ilson Kni ght 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

George anard 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

.::i . J . Logan 3 '7 . 00 12 48 . 00 55 . 00 

Thomas Lunda 8 10 . 0 12 48 . 00 49 . 60 

Conc.barty . icco 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

Jose h 1 0 12 48 . 00 48 o00 

Le is ~cHenry 45 9 . 00 12 48 . 00 57 . 00 

T. • err an 1 2 48 . 00 48 . 00 

Parchena 40 8 . 00 12 48 . 00 6. 00 

Tulmarsey 'cott 28 5 .,60 12 48 . 00 3 . 60 

James Starr 25 5 . 00 12 48 . 00 53 . 00 

Joe mith 47 9 . 40 12 48 . 00 5? . 40 

James ith 12 48 . 00 48 .. 00 

immer 12 4Bo00 48 . 00 

iley uckey 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

Pu:tney Tiger 28 5 . 60 12 48 . 00 53 . 60 

arch Thompson 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

J"obn esley 12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

--P. Porters general letters . o . 5- -



Names 
Sampson Yahola 

Mit che 11 Yargee 

Bunnie Mcintosh , 

Lee McNevi ns 

illiem Penn 

Lee c evins 
Clerk 

-3-
iles ile age 

47 9. 40 

25 5 .00 

Interpreter 

39 ?.so 

Days Per diem Total ~ 3 12 48 . 00 ·48 .00 

12 48 . 00 53. 00 

12 48 o00 48 . 00 

12 48 . 00 48 . 00 

2 8 ~00 15 .80 
2375 . 20 

Adopted Dec . l5th , l899 . 

T •• erryman 
resident House of i ngs o 

Concurred in , Dec . l6th, lB99 . 

A. P . McKellop 
Clerk 

J . E. Tiger , 

Amos rcintosh 
Speaker House of arrior s . 

pproved, Dec . l6th , l899 . 

P . Porter 
rivate ecretary. Principal Chief , M. N. 

APPR OV j!;D by 
• m. McKinley 
Jany . 11,1899 . 

(Kndorsed ) Union 
letters . o. 5 . 

ency, ~uskogee , Oklahoma . Pleasant orters general 



D-550 , ' 00 

DEPARTMENT OF TRE INTER! OR , 

Office of u . s . Indian Inspector , 

For 

I ndi an erri t ory , 

uscogee , Ind . T ., January 26 , 1900 . 

Hon .Pleasant Porter , 

ir : 

Princi~l Chief , Creek ation , 

~us cogee , Indian Territory. 

You are respectfully adVised that the ct of the ational 

Council of the Creek ation , approved by yourself on December 16 , 

1899 , and entitled : 

''An ct appropriating 2 , 3?5 . 20 for per diem and mileage 

of members , clerk and inte11>reter of the House of 

Ki ngs" , 

was submitted by the onorable ecretary of the Interior to the 

President of the United tates for e ecutive action on January 11 , 

1 900 , and as duly approved on t he same day , end has been placed 

on file in t he Office of Indian Affairs at ashingt on. 

Very respectfully , 

J . Gao . right , 

u •• Indi an Inspector , for 
the Indian Territo~. 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma . No . 5 . General letters , 
Pleasant Porter , Principal Chief . 
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4 r:: 

----Al CT--- -

APPROPRIATIID 5001 . 40 TO 'AY BE , CLERIC A ETE OF 

TH~ U E OF IARRI • 

BE IT ACT ·D B'l TI NAL CO CIL THE :N uKOGE 

NATI ! :- That there be and is hereby appropriated the sum o~ Fi e 

Thousand , ( 5001 . 40 ) and one and 40/100 Dollars in favor of t he 

members , clerk and interpreter of t e ouse of arriors for the 
/ 

ec . session 1899 , of the ational Council . 

T.he same to be paid under such rules and regulations as may 

be prescribed by the ecretary of the Interior for the disbur sement 

ot Creek tunds . 

Names 

Amos I cintosh 

Jim.sey Asbury ' 
/ ·ose sbury 
I 

ash dams 

James arnett / 

illiam Barnett~ 

iilson Beaver / 

Pleasant Berryhill1 

~ John Bright 

James Broadenax"" 

Jacob ~J . Bro n / 

Berm y Bruner ,. 

Thomas Bruner' 

' iley Buckner / 

G. ·. canard 

Joe Canard ' 

·iles 

22 

41 

7 

14 

33 

25 

4 

47 

22 

67 

45 

18 

6 

ileage 

4 . 40 

8 . 20 

1 . 40 

old 

5 . 00 

80 

4 . 40 

15 . 40 

8 . 60 

---P. Porter general letters . No . 20 .---

Days 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

er diem 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

Tot al 

52 . 40 

6 . 20 

49 . 40 

48 .00 

54 . 60 

48 .00 

53 . 00 

48 . 8 0 

7 . 40 

48 . 00 

52 . 40 

61 . 40 

48 . 00 

56 . 60 

51 . 60 

49 . 20 
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ile s Mileage 

J . T . canard 

Limbo Carr/ 
I 

P . R. Ceasar 

Le~is Childers 
1 

John Chupko I 

George Clinton 

Alec Davis/ 

Bob Daniels ( 

J . P . Davidson 1 

Dickson / 

David Dixon / 

Lawyer Deere r 

L. C. Dre 

N. E. Durant / 

ocu s Emarthla/ 

I 

35 

30 

40 

55 

3? 

38 

45 

35 

45 

45 

4? 

40 

35 

Harper ie ld s 

Tulmochus Fi:x:e co / 38 

Nocus ixeco / 

Tobe ;ranklin/ 

il11an rancis / 41 

Robert rye./ 36 

•• Gentry I 

iah Gray/ 

Tobe Gray son / 

Barna y Green / 

Bustin Hawkins I 

30 

50 

7 . 00 

6 . 00 

8 . 00 

11 . 00 

7 . 40 

7 . 60 

9 . 00 

? . 00 

9 . 00 

9 . 00 

9 . 40 

s .oo 
7 . 00 

7 . 60 

8 . 20 

7 . 20 

10 . 00 

Days 

12 

12 

12 

12 

1 2 

1 2 

1 2 

12 

1 2 

12 

12 

1 2 

1 2 

12 

12 

1 2 

1 2 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

---P . Porters general letters--- To . 20 . --

er diem 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

Total 

55 . 00 

54 . 00 

56 . 00 

59 . 00 

55 . 40 

55 . 60 

48 "00 

57 . 00 

55 . 00 

7 . 00 

5? . 00 

48 . 00 

5? . 40 

56 . 00 

5 . oo 
48 . 00 

55 . 60 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

56 . 20 

55 ~ 20 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

54 .00 

s .oo 
48 . 00 



Names 

Hawkins I 

David Harry/ 

Hotulke Harjo 

H •• Harjo ( 

oxey Harjo/ 

Totkis Harjo/ 

Oches Ha.r jo / 

tiles 

32 

49 

2 

40 

25 

Cobrey Hill / 15 

Thomas • • olden / 32 

/ 
George Island 

ose Jimison 1 

Robert Johnson/ 

Una Johnson , 

aniel .Johnson' 

1. art in .Jones/ 

D • .~: . Lee / 

J . H. Le is r 

P . A. Le is / 

Tho as Long/ 

. ardy ·anuel 1 

Alec 
/ 

ke 

Le is .~cGilbra / 

George ·cGilbra/ 

J .c. orris on "' 

John yers / 

sse. ahaka f 
Jim oon/ 

8 

56 

20 

50 

32 

3? 

40 

15 

36 

35 

40 

65 

- 3-

ileagB Days 

6 . 40 

9 . 80 

5 . 00 

8 . 00 

5 . 00 

3 . 00 

6 . 40 

1 . 60 

11.20 

4 . 00 

10 . 00 

7 . 40 

8 . 00 

3 . 00 

7 . 20 

7 . 00 

a.oo 
13.00 

12 

12 

1 2 

12 

1 2 

1 2 

12 

1 2 

12 

12 

12 

12 

1 2 

1 2 

12 

12 

1 2 

12 

1.2 

12 

12 

12 

1 2 

12 

12 

12 

12 

.---P.Porters general letters . o. 20 .--

er diem 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 o00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

. oo 
48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

Total 

48 . 00 

54 . 40 

57 . 80 

48 . 00 

53 . 00 

5 . oo 
53 . 00 

51 . 00 

54o40 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

49 . 60 

48 . 00 

59 . 20 

52 . 00 

58 o00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

54. 40 

5 . 40 

56 . 00 

51 . 00 

55 . 20 

5 .oo 
56 . 00 

61 . 00 
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ames ile s Iile age 

. A. Pe.lmer / 55 11 . 00 

C . B. Perryman 1 48 9 . 60 

Enos Perryman ~' 

Isom Peter ~' 

43 8 . 60 

Joe Primas ( 

~ . A. Ren tie / 40 

Sampson Ric hard 1 16 

Dave oberts / 

. G • • ango / 

obert alumber / 

Mose awyer/ 

now ells / 

. 
• • tevens 1 

• 7 . t e art ( 

esley 'mi t h / 

oley a ylor ' 

Billie Ti ger (' 

John Tiger/ 

G. ·; . iger 1 

eber hlocco / 

:~ ddie alker / 

40 

42 

35 

44. 

44. 

52 

30 

tann · ai tie/ 46 

James Yarbe:t. / 52 

Chapley Yohola/ 35 

Sarty Co e 38 

•• cKellop , 
Clerk 

G •• Grayson , 

s .oo 
3 . 20 

8 . 00 

8 . 40 

'7 . 00 

8 . 8 0 

8 .80 

10 . 40 

6 . 00 

9 . 20 

10 . 4.0 

'7 . 00 

'7 . 60 

4'73 . 80 

Days er diem 

12 48 .oo 

12 48 . oo 

12 48 . 00 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

12 

1 2 

1 2 

12 

12 

4 

6 

12 

12 

1 2 

10 

12 

12 

2 

2 

12 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

1 6 . 00 

24 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

8 . 00 

8 . 00 

48 . 00 

Interpreter 12 48 . 00 

--P . Porters general letter s . Jo . 20-- -

Total 

59 . 00 

5'7 . 60 

56 . 60 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

56 . 00 

51 . 20 

56 . 00 

56.40 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

4.8 .oo 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 

23 . 00 

32 . 8 0 

48 . 0 0 

56 . 8 0 

58 . 40 

54.. 00 

5'7 . 20 

58 . 40 

15 . 00 

15 . 60 

48 . 00 

48 . 00 
. 5661 . 40 

" ·~ s 



A. P .McKel l op 
Cl erk 

Lee Mclevins 
Clerk . 

J .A. iger , 

r i vate Secret r • 

R V~D : by 

ID. c i nle 
Jany. l3 , I900 

- 5-

do:pted ,. Dec .15th, l 899 . 

Amos Mcintosh 
:peaker House of Vlarriors . 

Concurred in , De c . l6th , l899 . 

• j • err yman 
r s i dent louse of ~ings . 

p roved , ec . l6th, l 899 .• 

• ort er 
rincipal hief , • • 

(:Indorsed ) Union 
eral letters . 

ency , us o ee , klahoma . o . 20 . leasant orters 



D-567 , ' 00 

DEPART 
Office of 

OF T INT , 
. Indian Inspector , 
Far 

Indian Territory , 

us cogee , I nd . T ., Jan . 26 , 1900 . 

Ron . Pleasant Porter , 

Sir : 

Principal Chief , Creek ation , 

uscogee , Indian Territory . 

40 

You are r - sp ectfully advised that the Act of the ational 

Council of the Creek Nati on , approved by yourself on December 10 , 

1899 , and entitled: 

ttAn ct appropriating 5 , 001.40 t~ pay members , clerks , and 

interpreters of the House of ' arriorsn , 

was submitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to the. 

President of the United tates for executive action on January 12 , 

1900 , and as duly approved on the lZ t h instant , and has been 

placed on file in the Office o:f Indian Affairs at ashington . 

Very respectfu.lly , 

J . Geo . right , 

U •• Indian Inspector , 
for the Indi an Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , uskoge e , klahoma , No . 20 . leas ant 
Porters general letters . 



MUSCOGEE {CREEK) NATION 

AN ACT 

33?86-C 

TO PROVIDE FOR AY OF CH.APL.AI N DURI T TRA E IO OF COUNC I L 

OF DEC , 1899 . 

-ooOoo- - -

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATI 0 L C OUNC IL, F T MU COG NATIO : 

THAT THE M F Thirty Three { 33. 00) Dollars be and i s hereby 

appropriated out of the General fu nds of the usc ogee Nation , i n 

favor of ~. Jimboy for s ervice s r ende r ed a s Chapl ain of House of 

arriors , during t he extra session of De c , Counc i l l899 , 11 days at 

3. 00 per day o 

A.P . cKellop 
Clerk of H. or 

Lee c evins 

• 

D904 
Adop t ed Dec , 15th , l 899 

Amos clntos h 
pe ake r of H. of arri ors 

Concurred in Dec . l5th , l 899 

Clerk of H. of ings . 
T •• Perryman 

Pres . of H. of i ngx . 

Approved Dec , l6th, l 899 . 

P .Porter , 

rinoipal Chie f~ M. N. 

Approved by m. l cKinley January 13 , 1900 . 

---Pleasant Porter general letters . No . 1? .--



D-5'75,' 00 . 

DEP AR'Th T OF THE INTER I OR , 

Office of U . . Indian Inspector , 

For 

INDI .AN TE ITO Y, 

usccgee , Ind . T., 

Jan . 26 , 1900 . 

Hon .Pleasant Porter , 

Sir: 

Principal Chief~ Creek ation , 

uscogee , Indian Territory . 

You are re spe ctfully advised that t he Ac t of the National 

Council ot the Creek ation , approved by your self on December 16 , 

1899 , and entitled : 

"An Act to provide for pay of chapl ain during the extra 

session of Council of Dec ., 1899" , 

was submitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to the 

President of the United tates ror executive a ct ion on January 12 , 

1900 , and as du ly approved on the 13th instant , and has been 

placed on file in the Office of Indian Affairs at ashington o 

Very respectfully, 

J . Geo . right , 

u •• Indi an Inspector , for 
t he Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , MUskogee , Oklahana . General letters by 
Pleasan~ Porter (Prin . Chief) . o . l7 .--



,rrJ >J COG {CREEK ) 1 ATI 

T VIDE :f'O PAY COl .• !ITT ' CLERK~ DU E ;G 

0 EC ·.IBE U1 .,.CIL , 18 9 . 

:53'186-D 

13 

c ill c IL I T I IU'""'... G 1 .A171I O :-

That there be and i s hereby appropria te d out of the general funds 

of the uskogee -a tion , ot other\,ise a. ropri ted , i n fa or of 

t he followin n Jed persons , t he sw s set o posite their res ec­

tive nares , for services rendered as her e i nafter ment i oned : 

provided such sums s al l be a i d out nder such rules and regula­

tions as rna be r escribe d by the ecretar of t he Interior . 

Joru umith , for services rendered as clerk of s ecial commit t ee 

during the extr session of e c . 18 2 days , . 00 878 

amuel C ecot , f or ser ic es render d s clerk of speci 1 

co itt e o co ests duri the e tra s ssion of c . 

18 9 . 9 da s , 

L • ..u • • ero , or .Jervices J.endered as connittee cler for 

s ecial co ittee during t he extra sessi on f De c . 189 , 

3 days , 

J . H. Lync h , for se ic es render d as clerk of s ecial 

co ittoe to s p ate t he messabe of t he ri ncipal Chief 

into different sub ·ects , during the e~t a sess i on of e c . 

18 9 1 day 

Bohey Island , cl rk of Com11ittee on i nance , 11 days 

27 . 00 9 

.oo 880 

3 . 00 

33 . 00 

1 

2 

J . : . Lync , clerk of o 

Johnson ~,. in , clerk of Co 

10 days , 

it tee on •ducati on , 10 d ys , 50 . 00 3 

itteo on nt erna1 I m roveu nts 

s . • P . ·c ellop . clerk f J udiciar 

Committee 12 days , 

-- leasant orter--a- 38----

50 . 00 4 

.oo 5 
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John G. ~mith , clerk of Comnittee on Clains , 

10 days , ~2 . 10 50 . 00 

c. c. Bel cher, clerk of s e cial committee , 2 days , . oo 

• • c ellop 
Clerk 

Lee c:revins 
Clerk . 

J • ..t!i . i er , 
rivate cie c et ry . 

A proved b 

m. ·c ,..i l e 

Jany. 13/00 . 

dopted , e c . 1 th , 1899 . 

os .ci ntosh 
u ca er l ouse of .arri ors . 

Concurred i n , Dec . 16th , 18 9 . 

• • erryman 
r esi dent House of Ti n s . 

p ro ed , Dec . 16th ,.l 8 9 • 

• orter 

ri n ci al h-ie f , • • 

, 

44 

6 

48 7 

d) nion 
t r • 

ency , uskogee , kla a .--a- 38-- leasant orters 



DEl? ARTMENT OF THE INTER! OR , 

Office ot U. S. Indian Inspector , 

For 

Indian Territory , 

uscogee , Ind . T., 

January 10 , 1900 . 

Hon .Pleasant orter , 

Principal Chief , Cr eek Nation , 

J us cogee , Indian Terri tory . 

Sir: 

33789-A 
q.c-:-

You are respectfully adVised that th Act of the ational 

Council of the Cre k ation , approved by rincipal Chief Ispar­

hecher on Decemb r 4 , 1899 , and entitl d : 

nAn Act to provide for pay of members of House of 

Kings , clerk tilld interpret 

was submitted by the Honorable 

r " ' 
ecretary of the Interior to t he 

President of the United tates for executive action on December 

26 , 1899 , and was duly approved on the same date , and has been 

placed on file in the Office of Indian Affairs a t ashington . 

Very respectfully , 

J . Geo . ri ght , 

U. • I ndian Inspector , :tor 

t he Indian Territory . 

oogs (Creek) Nation 

AN ACT 

TO PROVIDE FOR PAY OF ;EL BERti OF HOU ., OF KI G , CLERK D 
I fl'ERP TE • 

BE IT ACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 1~iUSCOG , ATION: 

-----Pleasant Porters general letters- -x--
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a . 

That there be and is hereby a ppropriat d o t o:tr the General Fund 

of the Muscoge Nation, the sum of even Thousand Three Hundred 

Sixty-four (~7364.00) Dollars in favor of members , clerk and 

inte:r:Preter of the House ot ings , being payment of mileage and 

per-diem of the regular session ot council of 1899 , tbe first 

half beginning Oct , 3rd and ending eo0ct,19th, the second half 

beginning ov ,17th, and ending Dec , 4th ,1899 . 

The same to be paid in accordance i th such rul es and r egula­

tions as may be presort bed by the ecretary o the Int rior for 

the d 1sbursement of Cr ek Funds. 

Alexander , G. A.------- 158.00 

And rson ,Austin------ 144. 80 

Adams , /ash-- - -------- 113. 60 

Byrd , James----------- 157.60 

Beaver, anger---~---- 137o60 

Brown , o1and--------- 142 .80 

Bruner , Barney-------- 150.80 

Bruner , Paro----------

Barnett , Bi1lie-------

Barnett , .----------

Brown , • o-----------
Bear Little ----------, 
Childers,A.J.-------­

Coa~an,Charles-----

Deere ,James---------­

Bruner,Joseph-------­

Ematha ,Okchun-------­

Frencis ,John---------

160.80 

156.00 

158.00 

118.00 

143.60 

108.00 

156o00 

164.00 

186.80 

156.80 

157.60 

Frank , Thomas-------- ·154. 40 

George , ugar-------- 141. 20 

Harjo , oxey--------- 150 . 00 

Buck , Joe------------ 154 .80 

Harjo , Oches--------- 150 . 0Q 

Hodge , D •• ---------- 156 . 00 

Hi1l ,Geo •• --------- 148 . 00 

Jefferson , ilas----

Harjo , Tu1s y------­

Mey , Tom.mie---------­

Knight , ilson------­

Fife , Tim.mie---------

icco ,Concharty-----

clntosh, mo--------

clntosh, Abram-----­

ngo , Joseph--------

c i11iams,Thos----­

Riley, ashington----

150 . 00 

155 . 20 

151. 20 

158 . 00 

123 . 20 

154 . 00 

150.80 

146.00 

154 . 40 

158 . 00 

154.80 

-----Pleasant Porters general 1etters.--x--
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St ewart,Robtj-------- ~166 . 00 

Scott,Lumber l -------- 154. 00 

Scott, Bi 1l y---------- 152 . 00 

iley,SukeyL---------- 163 . 20 

Salumber Robt .-------- 15? . 60 

tarr, Rob i sonJ-------- 146 . 00 

Simmer ' ---------- --- -- 161 . 60 

Scott, oble~---------- 150 . 00 

Thompson ,!. arch----- - - - 150 . 00 

Vesl ey , John----------- 154. 00 

Mclntosh , Bunni - (int rp . )l5? . 60 

McNevt ns , Lee ,clerk----

Geor ge anard------ ---

166. 00 

155 . 20 

In all even Thousand Thr ee Hundr d Sixty- four { ~364 . 00} 

Dollars . 

Lee ""c evins 
Cl er k of H. of K. 

A. P . · cKellop 
Cler k of H. of 

H. M. Har jo 
Priv . ec. 

• 

-F . B. ever 
itnesses 

- B. G. Baugh . 

~opt d Dec . 4th , l899 
G. A. Alexander 

Pres . of H. of K. 

Concurred in 12/4/99 

• • apulpa 
p . of H. of • 

Approved Dec . 4th , 1899 
his 

Isparhecher x 
mark 

Pri n .Chief . 

(Endor sed ) Union Agency,Muskogee , Okl ahoma .-- leasant orters 
gener al letters~--x--



CUTIVE OFFIC , # 3 

Mus cogee Nation , 

Dec.4th,l899 

I, Ispar.bher, Principal Chief of the :rv uscogee Nation , do 

hereby certi fy that the foregoing is an act of the National 

Council of said Nation pass d at its Nov. session , 1899 , and 

approved by me in my official character on Dec . 4th , l899 , and I 

do hereby sul:mit the same for the approval of the President of 

the United States under the provisions of th Act of Congr ss 

ot June 7,1897 (30 Stats ., 62 , 84) , entitl d "An Act making 

appropriations for the current and contingent xpenses of the 

Indian Department , and for fulfil ling treaty stipulations ith 

various Indian tribes for the fiscal year ending June th1rti th , 

eighteen hundred and ninety- eight , and for other purpose s . " 

IN .ITTN~S HER OF , I have hereunto signed my name as Prin­

cipa l Chief of the ·uscogee ation on this the 4th day of December 

1899, and caused the great seal of the Nation to be affi xed . 
his 

Isparhe cher x 
mark 

rinci pal Chief uscoge Nation . 

ATTEST:----H •• Harjo---National ecretary. 
F.B.Severe-- itnesses 
B.G.Baugh --

ElECUTI 

ashington , ____________ ,l89 ______ _ 

ABBROVED: 

----Pleasant Porters general letters.--x--
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APPROVED ACTS 

0 F THE 

CREEK NATIONAL C 0 U N C I L. 

Regular Session of October, 1900. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-?4--Ple sant Porter's 
general letters. 



5 0 

1. Act making appropriation for General Officers of Creek 

Nation o •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • . 8450 . oo 

2 . Act appropriating 25 , 000 for the support of neighbor­

hood schoole. 

3 . Act to provide for pay of G •• Tiger . $36 . 00 

4. Act appropriation 250 . to reimburse Isparhecher for 

money borrowed for the purpose of instituting suits in 

the United States Court for recovery of tax on cattle 

and subsequently paid . 

5. Act appropriating '404 . to pay N. B.Moore and al l ace 

McNac, services rendered as representatives of Creek 

Nation before Dawes Commission . 

6 . Act appropriating 2324 . to pay James R. Gregory , Mrs . 

Sue M. Rogers and Abraham Kernels , services rendered as 

representatives of Creek Nati on before Dawes Commission. 

7 . Act providing for the support of the Indigent . 7236 . 00 

B. Act making appropriation in favor of Joso Ho 1ard . 375 . 00 

9 . Act providing for pay of Guards appointed by Principal 

Chiet for purpose of keeping order during Council , 

Oct . 1900 . 416o00 

10 . Act to provide for pay of embers , Clerk and Interpreter 

ot House of ' arriors , oct . 1900 . 

11 . Act providing tor appointment of two attorneys to re­

present Creek Nation before the Dawes Commission . 3500 . 00 
4 . 65 Bal . 

12 . Act making appropriation tor Susanna Grimes and Lucy 
Scott Stewart . 124. 50 

----Pleasant Porter-a-74----
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13. Appropriation in favor of American Book Co. and Gold­
smith Book and Stationery Company. 672 .01 & l76o00 

14. Act providing for cancellation of Auditor ' s Certifi­
cates. 3590.45 

15. Act making appropriation in ~avor of J . H. Land , 
Reuben Partridge and James R. Gregory , Committee 
Clerks. 81 .00 

16. Act appropriating $42 . 25 in favor of G •• Lawrence . 42 . 25 

17. Appropriation in favor af G. V. Grayson . 112. 60 

18. Appropriation in favor af Tbeo. E . Stidham. 57 . oo 

19. Appropriati ons in favor of Louvina Landrum , Stella 
adsworth, ·Hannah Roper end . E . Gentry . 502 . 78 

20 . Act providing for the pay of Chaplain , October 
Session . 110.40 

21 . Act providing for pay of Mem bers, clerk and Interpre ­
ter of House of Kings, October Session, 1900 . 5757 . 8 0 

22. Act providing for pay of M. J . san go , member House of 
arriors , December, 1899o 31.60 

23. Act to provide for pay of Committee Clerks . 

24. Act appropriating $100. in favor of E . E . McKibban , 
furnishing specifications for repairs of Council House . 

25 . Act appropriating $ 36. in favor of G. W.Tiger for 
services as Cle~, Educational Committee, November 1898 . 

26. Act appropriating $15 . 33 1/3 in favor of John Catt . 

27. Act proViding for appointment and pay of Delegation to 
Washington in the .interest of the perding Creek 
Agreement. 2490 . 00. 2042 drawn 

28. Act providing fUnds for cancellation of Auditor ' s 
Certi fie ates. 

29. Act providing for repair of Council House . 2 , 000-
1985 drawn, Nov . 5 

30. Appropriation or $600 . to purchase clothing for orphans 
at Creek Orphan Home . Oct 5,1900. 

31. Appropriation of 71.30 in favor of F . B.Severs. 71.30 

32. Act making provisions for the new permit law. 

33. Act making provisions ~or Contingent expenses of execu­
tive orr1ce. 2,ooo.oo-- - lQl0.25 

----Pleasant Porter-a-74----

r: 
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34. Appropriation for the repairs of the National Boarding 
School . 2450.00----2086.29 

35. Act providing for the support of boarding Schools . 
63,300.00 

36. Act providing for additional appropriation of '2?00. 
tor Euchee Boarding School , for the year 1900-1901. 

----Pleasant Porter-a-74----



33853-A 

AN ACT 
November 3,1900 

Providing funds for the cancellation of auditor ' s 

certificates. 

BE IT ENACT D BY THE NATI ONAL COUNCIL OF. THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropr iated, out of the general 

fund of the Muskogee ation , the sum of Three Hundred Fifty­

nine & 05/100 ( 359.05) Dollars for the cancella ti on of auditors 

certificates, as follows : 

Lewis McHenry-------- - ----------- - 29 . 30 

Ben adsworth------------------ 1 -- 50 . 00 

Alex Mcintosh--------------------- 5 .00 

G. v . Grayson----------------------- 17.00 

A.J.Childers---------------------- 6 .30 

Turner Hdwe.co .------------------- 10. 30 

Harsha & Spaulding----------------- ----157. 25 

LaFayette & Bro .----------------------- 2l o70 

A.P. cKellop--------------------------- 61 .00 

J.E.Kelly----------~------------------- 1.00 

Said sums to be paid out in accordance i th . such rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by t he ecre tary of t he Interior 

for the disbursement of Creek funqs. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk. 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

ATTEST: __ =-~~~------~ 
Acting Private Secretary. 

Concurred 

Adop t ed November 3 , 1900. 

T •• Perryman 
President, House of Ki ngs . 

in ovembe r 3 1 1900 
.Amos Mcintosn 

Speaker, House of arriors . 

Approve d ovember 5, 1900 . 
P.Porter---Pri ncipal Chie f. 

----Pleasant orter-a-73----
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INrERIOR , 

United States Indian Inspector 

Far 

D-1433-' 00 
Act No . 21. 

Indian Territory , 

Mus cogee , Ind. . T ., Dec . 8 , 1900 

Honorable P . Por ter, 

Sir: 

Pr incipal Chier , 

Muskogee , Indian Territory, 

You are res~cttully adVised that the act of the National 

Council ot the Creek Nation , approved by yourself on November 

5 , 1900 , and entitled -

"An act providing funds :for the cancellation of t he 

Auditor ' s Certificates" , 

- was submitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to 

the President of the United tates on Novembe r 27 , 1900 , 

was duly appr oved on November 28 , 1900 , and has been placed on 

file in the office of Indian Affairs at ashington . 

In connection with this act your attention is respectfully 

called to the fact that there was no evidence accompanying the 

same , showing that the certificates which were cancelled and 

for which each appropriation was made were issued on Court 

Scrip issued before October 1898 , t he date wben the Courts of 

the Creek Nation were abolished and in view of t he clause in 

such act providing that such sums are to be paid out in accor­

dance with such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by 

the Department and as all warrants issued b you are required to 

be approved before payment , the act was recommended f or approval 

on the evidence submitt~d with the understanding t hat further 
----Pleasant Porter-a-7~----
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and satisfactory evidence as to the validity of these certifi­

cates should be submitted to me , which evidence should be in 

the form of an affidavit of the Chairman and Clerk of the 

Finance Committee of your ational Council setting forth t he 

validity of this Court scrip and also showing specifically 

whether or not such scrip was is sued before .Qc.tober 1 , 1898 . 

This affidavit should be in form similar to affidavits here-

tofore executed , enumerating the individual claims embodied 

in the act. 

Very respec t fully , 

J . Geo . Wright , 

u •• Indian Inspector , 

for Indian Territory . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklaho . a-- a- ?3--Pleasant Por ter ' s 
general letters . 



AN ACT 

To provide for the pay of the guards appoi n t ed by 

t he Principal Chi e f ror t he purpose of 

Keeping order during t he Council 

of October , 1 900 

33853"-B 

BE IT ENACT D BY THE ATI ONAL C UNC I L OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That t he re be and i s he r by appr opria t ed the sum of Four Hundr ed 

Sixteen Dollars in favor of t he f ollowing named persons in t he 

amounts act oppos i te t heir names : 

Joe Haynes , 17 days 

i11ie Per ryman , 

Ben lisener, 

run Connell 

ily Johnson , 

Sam J ohns on , 

Thomas esley , 

Adam Brady , 

John Coffee , 

Bob Harry , 

Sonny Jackson , 

Nick Drew, 

FoBter Frank , 

" 

15 

17 

17 

17 

17 

17 

8 

8 

9 

2 . 00 per d . 

tt 

tt 

" 
" 
" 
tt 

" 

34 . 00 

34 . 00 

34 . 00 

34 . 00 

30 , 00 

34 . 00 

34 . 00 

34 . 00 

34 . 00 

34 . 00 

1 6 . 00 

16 . 00 

18 . 00 

S. J . Haynes , 1 7 " 34 . 00 

Being for services rendered as guards. around t he counci l house 

during t he October s ession of Council , 1900. 

Said sum to be paid out in accor dance with $ UCh rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by t he ecret ary of the Interior . 

---Pleasant Porters general lette r s .--a- 6---· 



A. P . McKellop 
Clerk. 

- 2-

A D. 0 P T E D November 5 , 1900 • 

.Amos Mcintosh 
Speaker ,House of arriors 

C 0 N C U R D I N Nov . 5 , 1900 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk . 

ATTE T : 

.•• Fears 

Jl p 1l () 1t 1) 

T •• Perryman 
House of Kings . 

November 5 ,1900 . 

Principal Chief . 

Acting Private ecr~tary . 

(Bndor sed )Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahama--Pleasant Porters 
general letters.--a- 6----

7 · 



D-1421-'00 
Act No. 32 . 

DEP ARTUIENT OF THE INTER I OR , 

Uni t ed States Indian Inspe ctor 

For 

Indian T rritory , 

uscogee , Ind .T., Dec.8 ,1900 . 

Honorable P . Por ter , 

Principal Chief , 

1uskoge , Indian Terri tory , 

'ir: 

f8 

1ou are r esp ctfully advised that t he act of the National 

Council of the Cr ek Nation , approved by yours lf on ovember 5 , 

1900, and ntitled -

"An act providing for th pay of the guards appointed by 

the Principal Chief for the purpose of keeping order 

dur ing t he counc il , October 1900 . tt 

- was submi tt d by th · Honorable cr tary of the Interior to t he 

Pre sident. of t he Unit d tates on oTSmber 26 , 1900 , as duly 

approved on November 2?, 1900 , and has been placed on fil in 

the Office of Ind i an Affairs , at ashington. 

V ry respectrully , 

J . Geo . right , 

U. S . Indi an Inspector , 
for Ind i an Territory. 

(Indorsed) Union Agency, uskogee,Oklahoma.--Pleasant ort ers 
seneral letters--a-6-----
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59 
A C T 

Appropriating One Hundr ed ollars i n fav or of . E. !C- ibban , 

furnishing speci f icat i on f or repairs of Council House . 

T 'l ACT BY C U I L ill G i'~ r A I ON : 

That t her e be and i s hereby ap ropr i a ted , out of the 

general fund of t he ~skog e ati on , the sum of ne Hundred ( 100 . 00 ) 

dollars i n fa or of •• oKi bban , f or profess i onal services fur -

nishe d i n the y of maki ng spec i f i cat i on for repair of Council 

House i n ctober , 1900 . 

a i d sum t o be p i d out i n a ccordance 1i th such rules and 

regulat i ons as ay be pr escr i bed by the 'ecretary of t he Interior 

for the di sbursement of Cr eek funds . 

Lee . c evins 
Cl erk . 

A • • . C.1 e11op 
Cl erk . 

ATTEuT : 

Acti g Private 

dopted ovember 5 , 1900 . 

T •• erryman 
resident ,Hous e o ~ings . 

Conc urred in ovembe r 5 , 1900 

os cintosh 
upeaker , House of arriors . 

ppro ved ov . 5 , 1900 • 

• or te r 

ri ncipa1 Chi ef . 

- -Pleasant orters gener 1 letters .--a- 34----



DEP _, T I I l.E I 
' 

United tates Indian Insp ector 

D-1426-'00 
Ac t o . 26 . 

Honorable • Porter , 

Principal Chi ef 1 

or 

I nd ian Ter r i tory , 

uscogee , Ind . T., e c .8 , 1900 . 

uskogee , Indi an erritory . 

~ ir : 

---.. I 

You are respectfull advised that t he act of the rat i onal 

Council of t he Creek ation , approved by yourse l f on Jovember 

5 , 1900 , and ent itled -

"An act a:p ro r i ati ng '100 i n favor of • .!!; . c i bban. 

furnishing specifications for repai rs of Counci l House , n 

- was submit ted b the -onorabl e e cretary of the Interior to 

the President of the Uni t ed 'tates on Jovember 26 , 1 00 , was 

duly approved on ovember 2? , 1900 , and h s been p+aced on file 

in t he office of Indian Affairs at as ington . 

Very respectfully , 

J" . Geo . 1
• righ t , 

U. S . I ndi an Insp ector , 
f or Indi an Territory . 

dorsad ) Union ency , ·uskogee , Oklaho a .-- l easant or t ers 
neral letters .--a- 34----



1 
A.£ ACT 

To provide for the re pairi of t he Council House . 

BE IT BD BY .,. i' TI c CIL .ill ~ G , r· I • 

That t her be and i s er eby appropri ted , out of the 

general fund of t . usko ee 'ati on , t he urn of T o housand 

Dollars , or so much thereof as a e ne cessary , f or the pur-

pos of rc airin t ouncil House i n ccordance i th t he 

specifications s ubmitted by t he rch i tect . 

uai d s um to be p i d out i n ccordance Tith such rules ~nd 

re ulati ons o may be r s cribed by t e ' ecret r of t e Inter ior 

f or t he d i sbursement of Cree~ funds . 

D ove ber 5 , 1900 . 

Lee c Jevins J. . • erryman 
Clerk resident , House of ' ings . 

. c u ~ I ovembe r 5 , 1 OO o 

• • c ,.ellop os "c ntosh 
lerk . 'peaker , ouse of arrior s . 

v D ove ber , 190 • 

P . Porter 
Pri ncip 1 hief . 

J.TTJ!iVT : 
. d . Fee.rs 
cti ng rivate uecretary . 

( od) Union ency , us -ogee ,Oklahoma .--a- 3 -- leasant 
r g neral letters . 



DEPART I T B I ERI , 
United States I ndi an Inspe ctor 

D-1424-' 00 
J.c t o . 43 . 

Honorable • 

or 

I ndi an Terri tor , 

.usco ee , I nd . 

orter , 

Principal Chi ef , 

us kogee , Indian Territory , 

ir : 

62 

. , ec . 8 , 1900 . 

You ar e r s ectfull advised t hat the act of the rational 
I 

Council of the Cr eek at i on , a roved by yourself on iovembe r 5 , 

1900 , and en tit l ed -

ttAn act prov i ding for the repai r i ng of' the Counc i l House , " 

- was submi t ted by the Honorabl e ecretary of t.he I nterior to 

the President of the Unite d tates on ove her 25 , 1 900 , as 

dul.y approved on ~ ovember 2? , 190 0 , and has been placed on file 

i n the of fic e of Indian Affai rs at as.hi ng t on . 

Ve ry r espectfully , 

J . Geo . r i ht , 

• , . I ndi an I nspe ctor , 

for I ndi an Terri tory . 



AN ACT 

Providing for the ay of Chapl ain , October 

ession , 1900 . 

BE IT I ACT D BY T .ATI AL COUNC IL Illi skogee Nation : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated , out of the general fund 

of t e ~uskogee ~ati on , the sum of ne Hundred Ten & 40/100 

(-i llO . 40 ), in favor of illiam Jim boy , being for pe r diem and 

rni lease as Chaplain , ctober sessi on , 1900 •••.••...•.•..• Vll0 . 40 .. 

Said sum to be paid in accordance with auoh rules and regu-

lations as be prescribed by t e ~ e crctary of t he Interior for 

the disbursement of Creek fu ds . 

• • l cKellop 
Clerk . 

Lee c evins 
Cler- . 

T : 

Acting 'Private .. .... ecrevary . 

• 

dopted ov . 5 , 1900 

os ... , cinto sh 
peaker , Rouse of larriors . 

Concurred i n ov . 5 , l900 . 

T •• Perryman 
resident , ouse of Ki ngs . 

pproved Fov . 5 , 1900 • 

• orter , 
ri ncipal Chief . 

-- leasant orters general letters .--a- 35----



DEP.AR F T:i: 1 I . ERIO , 

United btates Indian I nspector , 

D-1427-' 00 
Act i o . 45 . 

Honorable . Porter ,, 

or 

I ndi an Territor y , 

rus cogee , Ind . T., De c . 8 , 1900 . 

Pri n cip al Chief , 

Musk ogee , I ndi an Terri t ory . 

ir : 

64 

You are respe ctfully advi sed that the act of t he at i onal 

Council of t he Cr eek ati on , appr oved by yourself on lovember 

5 , 1900 , a nd entitled -

"An c t pr ovi di ng for the ay of Chaplai n , ctober 

ession , " 

- was s ubmi tted by t he Honor able e cretar y of the Interior to the 

President of t he Unit ed tate s on ovember 26 , 1900 , as duly 

approved on Tove ber 27 , 1900 , and has been placed on file in t he 

Otfioe of Ind i an Aff ai rs at as i ngton . 

Very r espe ct full y , 

:r . Geo , ' /ri ght , 

u •• I ndi an Inspe ctor , 

for Ind i an Territory. 

( dorsed ) Union Agency , ~skogee ,Okl ahoma .-- l easant or t ers 
general latters .--a- 35----



DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR . 
~ashington . 

November 26 , 1900 . 

The President: 

Sir : 

I have the honor to s ubmit herewith f or executive action 

under the provisions of the ct of Congres s approved June 7~1897 , 

( 30 Stat ., 62- 84) , an ct f the National Council of the Muskogee 

(or Creek)Nation entitled "An c t providing for the pay of Chaplain , 

c tober Session , 1900 . " 

Said act appropriates , out o f the general fund of t he M'usk­

ogee Nation , the sum of One Hundred Ten and 40/100 ( 119 . 40) , in 

favor of ' illiam Jimboy , being for per diem and mileage as Chaplain , 

October se s sion , 1 00 . 

The Principa l Chief advises the United States Indian Insp ec ­

tor that "sa id item was inadvertently emitted fr om the pay roll of 

members of the counc i l , wh ich made it necessary to provi de for t h e 

pay of s aid chap lain by a separate a ct . " 

The United St a tes Indian Inspe c.tor recommends tha t said act 

be approved , and h is reco endation is concurred i n by the Commiss -

ioner of I ndian Affa irs . 

There a ppe aring to be no l egal or other objection t o s aid 

act , I have to recommend that t he same be appro ved . 

The letter of the United t a tes Indian Inspe ctor and a c opy 

ot the report of the Commissioner of Indian ffairs are enclosed 

herewith . 

lnd . Ter . D1v . 
3854-liOO 
3 enclosures . 1427 

Respectfully , 
E. A. Hi tchcock . 

Secretary . 
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66 

(Endorsed) Union 1gency ¥ 142? re ce ived Dec . 8, 1900. Off i ce of 

u. s. Indian Inspector fo r I . T. ashing ton , Dec . 1, 1900 . 

Secretary. Creek ct to pay Chapla in f or Council APPROVED. 
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f)7 
A A C T 

Making appropriation or ·71.30 in tavor 

or F . B. o.Jevers 

BE T El AC 'BD BY T I .~:.AL U CI TH ,u G.J:!; r TI l : 

That there be and i s hereby appro riated , out of the 30/100 

dollars in favor of . B. evers , bei for supplies and material 

furnished the Council House , 1899~1900 . 

~aid sum to oo pa id in accordance · th such rul es and 

re ulations as may be prescribed·by t e ecre t ary of t he I nterior 

for t he disbursement of Creek nds . 

• • 1cKellop 
lerk . 

do ted ovember , 1 00 

Amos rcint ash 
pe aker , House of arriors • 

Concurred in · ov . 5 , 1 00 
T •• errym~ 

r si ent , House of ings ~ 

-- leasant Porters general lettars .--a-33----



D- 1425-' 00 
Act Ho. 38 . 

Tionorable • 

D Til I \lT OF T IE I TE I 
' 

United States I nd ian I nspe ctor 

For 

I ndian Territory , 

Muscogee , Ind . T., Dec . 8 , 1900 . 

orter , 

Princi al hief , 

uskogee , Indian Territory , 

1r : 

68 

You are respe ctfully dvised that the ct of the I~ati onal 

Council of the Creek Jation , pproved by yourself on Jovember 

5 , 1900 , and entitled -

'•An ct aking a propri t i on of 71 . 30 in favor of 

• • evers , " 

as su mitted by the onorable Jecrotary of the Interior to 

the resident of t he ni ted tates on ovember 27 , 1900 , was 

duly approve on ovember 28 , 1900, nd 1as been pl ced on file 

i n t he Office of nd ian fai rs at lashingt on . 

ery respectfully , 

J oGeo . right ,. 

U •• I ndi an In ector , 

for Indian erri tory . 

dorsad) Union Agency , ~s ogee , klahoma .-- leasan t orters 
eral letters .--a- 33-- - -
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AN ACT 

Pr oviding for the pay of M.~ . Sango, Mamber , House 

of warriors , December , 1899 . 

BE I T ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is .bereby appropriated, out of the general. fund 

of the Muskogee Nation , tile sum of Thirty- one & 60/ 100 ($31 . 60) 

Dollars , in favor of M. ~ . Sango , being for per diem and mileage 

as member of the House of arriors , December Council , 1899 , 

from the lOth day of December to the 16th, both inclusive ; said 

M.~ . Sango having failed to receive pay for his services at the 

time the other members received their pay for the reason that 

his name was inadvertently omitted from tbe roll of t he Members 

of the House of arriors hen the same was copied for transmittal 

to the President . 

Said sum to be paid out in accordance with such rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by the Se cretary of the Interior 

for the disbursement of Creek funds . 

A. P . McKellop 
Clerk 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk. 

ATTEST : 

Acting Private Secretary. 

- --- Pleasant Porter- -a-70--- -

Adopted November 3, 1900 . 

Amos Mclnto sh 
Speaker ,House of ~arriors . 

Concurred in ovember 3 , 1900. 

T. W. Perryman 
President , House o f Ki ngs . 

ApprovedNovember 5 , 1900 . 
P. Porter 

Principal Chief . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI OB 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 
D-1428-'00 
Act no.29. Indian Terri tory , 

Mus cogee , Ind . T.,Dec . 8 ,1900. 

Honorable P . Porter, 

Principal Chief, 

Muskogee,In<lian Terri tory, 

Sir: 

You are respectfully advised that the act of the Nat ional 

Council of the Creek Nation , approved by yourself on November 

5, 1900, and entitled -

,.An act providing for the pay of M. J . Sango member of 

the House of Warriors , December l899 .tt 

- was submitted by the Honorable Secretary of the Interior to 

the President of the United States on November 26 , 1900, was 

duly approved on November 2? , 1900, and has been placed on · file 

in the Office of Indian Affairs at Washington. 

Very respectfully, 

J . Geo . Wright , 

U.S.Indian Inspector , 
for Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-?0--Pie asant Porter's 
general letters. 
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November 3 , 1900 

AN ACT 

To provide for the pay of Committee Clerks . 

BE IT ENACTED by the National Council of the Muskogee 

Nati on : That the following sums be and are hereby ap-

propriate.d out of the general funds of the Nation not otherwise 

appropriated for the purposes herein indicated , to- wit : 

One Hundred and Five Dollars in ~avor of Johnson King 

for services as regular clerk of the Committee on 

Internal Improvements from October 2nd to November 

5th , inclusive, at the rate of Three dollars per day- $105 . 00 

One Hundred and Five Dollars in favor of Millie Island 

for services as cle:rk. , pro tem, of the Commit tee on 

Finance , from October 2nd to November 5, 1900 , inclu-

sive , at the rate of three dollars per day------------ 105 . 00 

One Hundred and Five Dollars in favor at Mrs . A. P . 

McKe1lop for services as regular clerk of Committee 

on Judiciary from October 2nd to November 5 , 1900 , 

inclusive , at the rate at three dollars per day------- 105 . 00 

One Hundred and Twc Dollars in favor of John G. Smith 

tor services as regular cl e:rk. of the Committee on 

Claims :rrom October 3rd to November 5 , 1900 , inclu-

sive , at the rate or three dollars per day- - - --------- 102 . 00 

Farty- tive dollars in favor of Alice c. Stidham f"or 

services as re~lar cl erk of the Committee on Foreign 

- --- Pleasant Porter- a- 64----
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Relations from October 22 to November 5, 1900, in-

clusive, at the rate of three dollars per day ,------$ 45 o00 

Twenty-seven dollars in favor of s . J . Haynes for 

services rendered as clerk of Special Committee of 

Twelve from October 23rd to October 31st , 1900 , 

inclusive, at the rate of three doll.ars per day- ----- 27 .00 

Fifty-one dollars in favor of Sue M. Rogers for services 

as clerK o:r Committee on Education from October 

20th to November 5, 1900, inclusive , at the rate 

of three dollars per day----------------------- - - - --- 5lo00 

Said sums to be paid out in accordance with such rules 

and regulations as rmy be prescribed by the Secretary of the 

Interior for the disburse:n:ent of Creek fund s . · 

A.P . McKellop 
Clerk . 

Lee McNeVins 
Clerk. 

ATTEST : 

Acting Private Secretary. 

----Pleasant Porter-a-64----

Adopted November 3, 1900 . 

Amos Mcintosh 
Speaker, House of Varriors . 

Concurred in November 3 ,1900. 

T. • Perryman 
President ,House of Kings . 

Approved November 5, 1900 . 

P .Porter , 

Principal Chief. 



D-1431-'00 
Act No. 25. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INrERI OR, 

United States Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Territory, 

Muscogee , Ind. T., Dec . 8 , 1900. 

Honorable P. Porter, 

Principal Chief', 

Muskogee, Indian Terri tory , 

Sir: 

You are respectfUlly adviSed that tbe act of the National 

Council of' the Creek Nation , approved by yourself on November 

5, 1900, and entitled -

"An act to provide for t.he pay of Committee Clerks" 

-was submitted by t be Honorable Secretary of the Interior to 

the President of the Unit.ed States for executive action on 

NoYember 27, 1900, was duly approved on November 28 , 1900, and 

has been placed on file in tbe Office of Indian Affairs , at 

Washington. 

Very respectfully , 

J. Geo . Wright , 

u . s . Indian Inspector, 
for Indian Territory. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee ,Oklahoma.--a.-64--Pleasant Porter 's 
eneral letters. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
United States Indian Inspector 

For 
12633-1901 Indi an Territory, 

Muskogee , Ind . T., May 14, 1901. 

Honorable P . Porter, 

Sir: 

Principal Chief Creek Nation, 

Okmulgee, Indian Territory. 

Referring to your letter of the lOth instant , submitting 

338?0-A 

an Act of the National Council of your Nation, approved by 

yourself on May 10, 1901, I would respectfully return the same 

hereWith together with the accompanying papers , and would invite 

your attention to the form of the certificate si gned by yourself, 

attached thereto. You will note that you have certified this 

act for approval by the President of the United States , under the 

·provisions of the act of Congress approved June ? ,. 1897 . 

On April 6, 1901, I fUrni shed you a copy of the act of Con­

gress approved March 3, 1901, and called your attention to the 

fourth paragraph on page 22 , relative to the submission of acts , 

ordinances and resolutions of your Tribe , and it auld therefore 

be necessary far you to prepare a certificate submitting this 

act, and any other acts hereafter passed, unless the pending 

agreement with your Tribe becomes law, under the provisions of 

the act or Congress approved March 3, 1901 , entitled: 

~An Act making appropriations for tbe current and contingent 

expenses of the Indian Department , and fulfilling treaty stipu­

lations 1fi th various Indian tribes for tbe fiscal year ending 

June 30, 1902, and for other purposes .~ 

----P.Porter--a-56~---
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You Will note that the provisions of the act of March 3, 

1901, above referred to, requires that the National Secretary 

of your Tribe shall certify to these acts , and inasmuch as there 

is no such officer, I would suggest that this statement be 

made in the certificate which you prepare to be signed by 

your sell. 

Of course, if the pending agreement is ratified the acts 

of your Council will be submitted in accordance with t he provi­

sions made therein, but until such agreement is ratified these 

acts must be submitted under the above legislation. 

Very respeatfully , 

J. Geo . ' right , 

'75 

U. S . Indian Inspector 
for Indian Territory. 

(Bndarsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-56--Pleasant Porters 
general letters. 
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May 20,1901 

AN ACT 

Appropriating $15o00 in favor of E . B. Childers . 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Musko­

gee Nat i on , that there be and is hereby appropriated the sum of 

Fifteen Dollars ($15.00) in favor of E . B. Childers , for 

services rendered as interpreter Spe cial Committee on Creek 

Agreement, five days at three doll rs pe r day-------------- - $15 . 00 

Lee McNevi ns , 
Clerk. 

A.p . McKellop, 
Clerk. 

----Pleasant Porter--a-65----

Adopted May 20 , 1901 . 

T • W. Perryman , 
President House of Kings . 

Concurred in May 21 , 1901 . 

Amos Mcintosh, 
Speaker House of larriors 

Approved May 22 , 1901 . 

P.Porter, 

Principal Chief , 

Muskogee Nation . 



33875-A 

May 25, 1901. 

AN ACT 

To provide f'or the pay of G. • Tiger , Clerk of 

Indigent Committee. 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the 

general fund or the Muskogee Nation, the s urn of f if'teen dollars, 

being paymen t for servi c:es rendered as clerk , Indigent Com­

mittee, five days at three dollars per day , 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

Lee McNeVins 
Clerk .• 

Adopted May 25, 1901. 
Amos Mcintosh 
Speaker , House of Warriors. 

Conc urred in May 25 , 1901 . 
T . rl .Perryman 

Presllient,House of Kingso 

Approved ay 25 ,, 1901. 
P.Porter, 
Principal Chief, 
Mus kogee Nation . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-65--Pleasant Porter's 
general letters. 



United States of America,} 
Northern District, ( ss. 
Indian Terri tor y. } 

33875-B 

.July 13,1901 

A. P. McKellop, being first duly sworn, deposes and says. : 

My name is A. P . McKellop , I reside in the Town of 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory ; that during the Month of May , 

1901, and prior thereto , I was the duly elected and acting 

Clerk for the House of arriors of the National Council of' the 

Muskogee Nation ; that I as so acting on t he 25th day or May , 

1901; 

That the following is a true copy or an excerpt or the. 

minutes of said House of arri ors for said day : 

"On mot i on , report of Committee on Delegation and Supple­

mental Agreement , recommending that there be two d e1egates 

and embodying ins tructians to same, which was adopted by the· 

House of Kings , after amending so as to read five delegates 

instead of two, was read and concurred in as amended ." 

A;P . McKellop 

Subscribed and SWQrn to before me this 13th day of .July 1901 . 

~ .s .Fears 

Notary Public • 

(Endarse4) Union Agency,Muskqgee ,Oklahoma .--a-59--Pleasant Porter's 
general letters. 
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A ACT 

Providing tor t e pay of t he General f ficer s of the 

uskogee I ation . 

BE IT • ACTED BY T. IO L IL 

NATIO : 

That there be and i s hereby appropriated , out of the General 

Fund of the ]· uskogee ation , t he sum of ight thousand f or hun--
dred fifty ( , 450 . 00) Dollars, f or t e sala rie s of the gener 1 

Officers of t he .""uskogee ·ati on for t 

4 , ~902 , as follo s , to- it : 

year ending ecember 

Prin cipal Chief , 

oecond Chief 

Auditor 

~uperintendent or ublic Instructions 

Private ecreta y 

Janitor 

uperintendent of •ufaula High chool 

uperintendent of etumka Boarding chool 

uperintendent of allahasse carding chool 

Superintendent of Creek Orphan ome 

uperintenden t of' uchee Boarding chool 

uperintendent of Co eta Boarding l:::)cnool 

uperintendent or ealaka Boarding chool 

uperintendent or Pecan Creek Boarding chool 

sylum 

1 , 000 . 00 

600 . 00 

600 . 00 

800 . 00 

400 . 00 

150 . 00--200 . 

600 . 00 

600 . 00 

600 . 00 

600 . 00 

500 . 00 

500 . 00 

500 . 00 

500 . 00 

500 . 00 
~8 , 450 . 00 

said sum to be aid out in accordance ith such rules and 

uperintendent of Colored Orphan 
In all 

---Pleasant Porters general letters .--ACTS.---
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regulations as may be prescri bed by t he 

tor the disbursement of Creek funds . 

ecretary of the Interior 

Lee cNevins 
Clerk . 

A. P . l cKellop 
Clerk . 

A'n , T : 

AD 

c 0 

T 

CUR 

October 12 , 1901 . 

• • erryman 
res . H. of i ngs . 

D I October 12 , 1901 . 

Alex Davis 
'peaker ouse of arriors , 

pro tem 

V D October 15 , 1901 • 

• Porter , 

rincipal Chief . 

--Pleasant Porters general letters .--ACTu . - -
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'X • CU T IV 0 F FIG •. 

uskogee a tian . 

Okmulgee , I . T., c tober 15, 1901 . 

I .P. P RT , Pri ncipal Chi ef of the uskogee ati on , do hereby 

certify t a t t he forego i ng i s an a ct of the ati onal Counc il of 

said a ti on , pa ssed at i s regular sessi on of ctober , 1901 , 

and appr oved by me i n m official character on ctober 15 , 1901 , 

and I hereby submi t the s for t approv al of the resident of 

t he United tates under the provis i ons of an act of Congress of 

arch 1,1901 , and of t he Creek ati onal Council of ~ay 25 . 1901 , 

en titled nAn act to rati fy and c onfirm an agreement with the us­

kogee or Creek tribe of Indians , and for other purposes . 

Inasmuch as the kogee ati on has no Officer kno m as the 

National ecretary , I he e s i gned my name t o this certificate and 

caused the same to be att sted by t he rivate ecre tary. 

In i tness hereof , I have hereunto signed my name s rinci ­

pal Chie f of t he uskogee ati on th i s 15th day of' October , l 901 , 

and have caus ed the Great ' eel of t he uskogee ation to be af­

fixed . 

• orter 

ri ncipal Chi ef of the uskogee ation . 

A.TT .&.:.> : 

Acting Priva t e Secretary. 

--Pleasant or ters ~eral let t ers .--AO '"' u.--
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October Se 

List of cts transmitted ecembe r 10 ,1901 , to nited St ate s 

Indian Inspector , for transmittal to t.he De artment : 

r ··r iation of ??2 . 98 in favor of 'paulding- Hutchinson 

kercantile Company . 

ct in favor of G. C. indley , 

osanna 1 itchell , 

Ho ard Jenkins , 

Hagar yers , at al , 

Ben .ucintosh, e t al ,, 

rum Island , 

eighborhood ch ool s , 

• • entie , 

!m. Gri m.mi tt , 

Harsha aulding , 

Jennie -cintosh , 

28 . 67--

35 . 00 

125 . 00--

214 . 60 

108 . 9-0--

105 . 63 

13 , 000 . 00--

100 . 00- -

4. o.oo 

218 . 18 

?5 . 00 

ov . 30 , 190l 

ov . 26 , 1901 

ec . 6 , 190l 

ov . 27 , 1901 

ec . 3 , 1901 

oley ·~crntosh , t al , 216 . 00 

esolution in reference to the des truction of Game . 

e solution in r eference to the p roval of oll of citi zensh i p . 

esolut ion in reference to the intro duc ti.on of cattle . 

Tookah oss 

General Officers 

oardi ng chools 

Exp . & Per Diem of 
Del . to ash. 

eed & c ellop 

Archi tect 
xp • .J:!:v . Off i ce 
am Foster 

--P.Porters general l etters--ACT .--

100 . 00- - ec . 2 , 1901 

8450 . OO--Oct .• 15 

ct 7 

600 . 00-- ct . 15 , 1901 

1500 . 00- 122. 15 Ba1 
De c . 5 , 1901 

30o . oo.,- oot . l 2 . 
2000 . 00--1 40 .8 

8 . oo--oct ? 
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List of Acts transmitted De cember 10 ,1901 t o the United 

States Indian Inspector , f or hi s information . 

Act in r eference to salary of Jan itor. 

ct in f avor of James To , 102 . 00 

Pay oll , House of i ngs , De c . 6 ,1901 

Pay Roll , House of arriors . Dec . 5 ,1901 

Pay ell , Committee lerks . 

Appropriation in favor of . B. Childers , 6 . 00 

Appropriat i on in favor of J . H. Amberger , 10 . 40 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency, uskogee , Okl ahoma . - - ACT -­
Pleasant Porters general letters . 
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I sk og e e , I • • ep t • 10 , 19 0 2 • 

Hon . David errod , 

Chief of okpofka mo J 

..:> ir : 

By authority i n me vested by t he 1 s of th r ek Nation , 

you are hereby direct d to c ene the vo ti members of' your 

to at sue t e and place as ma b most co nvenient for the pur-

pose of holdi an el ction to fill the vacancy caused by the 

eath of Barney Bruner of e ous of ,,arriors . 

e spe c tfully , 

P . orter , 

rin ci al Chi ef . 

orsed) Union ancy Pr ss book , · ncr l et t ers b Princi al 
v ..... , .. • tt r 271 . us l.:o e , O~ahonn. 



FFIC~ ill T D TATE 

es t e rn i s t r ict , Ind . Ter ., 

uskogee , ovember l8 t h ., l902 . 

Hon •• Porter , 

Principal Chief ,Cr eek ati on , 

kmulgee , I nd . Ter . 

Dear ' ir : 

Acting under and by au t horit y of the t orney Gener 1 of the 

Unit d 'tates I have the honor to advi s you t hat t he nited 

~t ates i s desirous of rent i or leas i ng t e use of the Creek 

Council buil ding in kmulgee for offi ces for the loc al officers 

of t he court and for hol · ng t e r ms of the nited ' tates Court . 

have t he r efore to make t follo i ng pr oposition as a bas i s for 

negotiations looki ng to th rent of the use of said bui ing . 

irs t , hat t he nited ' tat s ill agree that its usa of 

said buildi ng sh l not at y time interfere · th t e hoJd ing 

t her e in of the r gular sessi ons of the Cr eek ati on l Council . 

econd , at the United tat s des i res the continuous use of 

5 

the f our certa i n rooms on t he •ast side of the hall on lo er loor , 

as of f'ic es f or the loc al officials of the court and for ho lding 

terms of Commissioner ' s court . 

Third , That the United tates desires the use of the rooms 

on second !loor only duri ng t he t erms of t he United tates Di s -

trict Court to be heli during t he mont hs of ril and e cember 

in each year , and not exceedin t o eeks a t any one ter.m . 

Fourth , That t he Creek National Council a e ppropri tion or 

proVision tor repairing t hese rooms , and maki ng s ome sli ht al ter­

ations to better !it them tor t he use of t he United tates , d 

tor providing sueh furnitur e a nd f i x tur es a s may be required fo r 
--P. Porters general letter s . - - a--
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the proper transaction of bus iness of t he court , provided , s uch 

repairs , alterations , furniture ·and f ixtures s hall n o t cos t exceed­

ing the sum of t elve hundred dollars . 

Fifth , Tha t t h e Creek ati on continue in charge of sai d build-

ing through the j anitor duly employed by t he Cree k a ti onal 

Council , such janitor t o pe rform janit or services for the rooms 

used by the United tates , as may be ne ce ssary . 

ixth , T at in consideration of t he r eek ation renting t he 

use of said rooms to the Unit ed ' tates f or sai d court purpcs es , 

and in further consideration of :providing said furni t e and 

f i xtures , (and in supplying janitor services ) and heat and light 

for sai d rooms whenever: necessary to mai n t ain them in a habi table 

oondi tion , the United tates il l oontract to pay to the Creek 

Nation the sum of on e thousand dollars ( 1 , 000 . 00 ) per annum 

from and af t e r t he f ir s t . d ay of December , l902 , during the l i fe 

of' the c on tract or a r eemant llich may be ent·:ered i nto , p r ovided 

that said contract sh1:1.ll terminate on the thirty - first day of 

December , l905 , or not later t han t he t enty- eighth day of ebru­

ary , l906 , as may best suit the wishes of t he Creek Couna i l o 

I beg to sk tha t you Will k i ndly pre sent this matter to t he 

National Council of the Creek ~ati on , With su ch r e commendation 

as you may deem proper to be made , and that you Will advi se me of 

the a ction of t.be Council tba t such furthe r steps may be taken by 

me as may be r eQuired to enter into the formal contract in a ccor­

dance With the terms hereinabove set forth . 

Yours ve ry truly , 
Leo . Bennett , 

U •• arshal . 
{Endorsed ) Union Agency , ~uskogee,.Oklahoma . 
--P1easant Porters general letters . - - a--



E:ImUTIVE OFFICE, 

Mus kogee ation 

P . Porter ,Prin cipal Chi e f . 

To t he Hon . a tional Counci l . 

Gentlemen: 

87 

Okmulgee , I . T., ov . 22 pl902 . 

I he r e ith submi t , for your c onsideration ,. a proposition made 

by Hon . Leo ' . Bennett , United t ates arshal f or the · estern 

District oft e ndiun er r i tory , to rent our Council Building for 

t he use of the Un i ted tates Court . I believe such a proposi-

ti on .as before your onorable bo dy at t he last session of the 

Council and a rejected . 

favor abl e to the at i on , 

s the present proposition is more 

ould respectfully request that you 

!ive it favorable consi deration . 

I n my judgment , it auld be t o the advantage of t he ation 

to have the Uni ted ' tat s as a tenant , as it would revent en­

croachment upon t he Co . ci l House Ground s , insure the safety of 

t he buildi ng and keep th same in good r epa ir , 

t he case i f the bu i lding should stand vacant . 

ich auld not be 

sides , it 1ould 

be a source of s e revenue to t he 1at1on , and at t he t erminat i on 

ot t he lea e and t he dissol 1:lti on of Tribal Government , hen dis­

position ill have t o be ade of the building and grounds , t his 

propos i t ion auld just i f y t he bel i ef that it JOUld bri 

larger rice t han i t auld other ise . 

ery r- spe ctfully , 
• or ter , 

r l.ll .Chief ~ 

a much 

(Endorsed } Union ency , uskogee , klahomb .-- 1 asant orters 
s eneral l e tters . e . rentifg ouncil uilding ror the use of t he 
United t a t e s Court .-- a--
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November 18,1902 

In accordance with the custom and law of the Creek Na­

tion, I hereby aut horize and direct that you convene a meeting of 

the voting members of Cusetah Town at sueh time and place as 

may be most convenient for the ptn1Jose of holding an election 

tor member of the House of Warriors to fill too vacancy occas­

ioned by the death of Stand ·iai tie , formerly a member of the 

House of arriors representing Cusetah Town . 

Given under my band end the Great Seal of the Nation t his 

18th day o:! November , 1902 . 

Thomas Randall & Una Johnson , 

Okmul.gee,I.T. 

Gentlemen:-

P . Porter , 

Pri n . Chie t . 

Muskcgee , I . T., Nov . l8 , 1902 

! EIIl. in receipt of your notification of the '7th inst . of 

the death of Stand 7a1tie , member o~ the House of .arriors of 

Cusetah town, and herew1 th eoolos e you an order f or an eleoti. on 

to be held in Cusetah to .f'il l too vacancy occasioned by the death 

ot Stand lai tie. 

Respe ctf'ully, 

P . Porter , 

Prin.Chief. 

(.Indorsed} Union Agency press book , general letters by Princi pal 
Ch1et.Letter 329. Muskogae,Oklahoma . 
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November 22, 1902 . 

WHEREAS, The copy of the resolution creating a special joint 

committee to consider on the part of the Chief ' s message in 

regard to leasing , renting and disposi ng of lands, passed by 

the House of Warriors , bei ng misplaced and , 

WHEREAS , that said part of the message should be acted on by 

this present session of council, and 

WHEREAS , It becomes the duty of the members of t he House of 

Kings to reconsider , the same being none concurred in . 

T REFO , 

BE IT R OLVED BY T NATIONAL COUNCIL F THE MUSCOGEE NATION : 

That there be a special j oint committee of two Kings and t hree 

Warriors be appointed to consider on t he part of the Chief's 

message, relating to leasing , renting and disposing of lands , 

and report either by r esolution or otherwise their opinion on same . 

Adopted after Amendment . 

By stricken (Sic) out the words which reads as f ollows : That 

there be a special joint committee of t o Ki ngs and three ar-

riors . And insert t he words , Jud~. Committee . 

ll/22/1902 

Lee McNevins . 
Clk. 

A.P. MoK. 
Clk·. 

----P. Porter-a-100- ---

arch Thompson , 

Pr e s .H. of i ngs , Pro tem . 

Concurred in Nov . 22 , l902 . 

Arnos cintosh 

Sp . H. of w. 

<) 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 
Muskogee Nation. 
P.Porter, Principal Chief. 9 0 

To the Hon . National Council . 

Gentlemen: 

Okmulgee , I . T. , 

Nov . 24 , 1902 . 

On October 9th you appropriated $200 to defray tbe expenses 

of the delegates of the Creek Nation to the Convention of the 

Five Civilized Tribes , held at South McAlister on the 15th instant , 

and on the 23rd of October you appropriated '500 for the expenses 

of the delegates appointed under a resolution of the National 

Council of October 22nd , to visit the Chickasaw, Choctaw and 

Cherokee Nations , and again on November 20th you appropriated 

the sum of $150 for the incidental expenses of the convention to 

be held at Eufaula on the 28th instant . I am informed that in 

order to use these appropriations it ill be necessary to rehange 

the form of the Ac ts of appropriation and appropriate these sums 

under the head of necessary expenses of the Exe cutive Department 

of the Creek Nation . The three sums already appropriated amount 

to $850 . The amount expended by the delegates to South Me-

Alister and accounted for by voucher , is 100 and the amount of 

the expenses and per diem of the delegates to the other Nations , 

as accounted for by voucher, is 438 . 90 ; making in all ?538 . 90 . 

In addition to this, there Will probably be vouchers pre s ented 

for the expenses of the delegates who visited South McAlister 

as delegates to the convention ~alled by me ; but this expense 

will not exceed '100. This will Jta; ave a balance of '1:211 . 10 of 

the appropriations already made , With which to pay the expenses 

of the convention to be held at Eufaula on the 28th instant . 

----Pleasant Porter-a-101----
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I would respectfully suggest that you repea l t he former 

appropriations of 500 , 200 and 150 and appropriate the round 

sum of 1,000 , or so much thereof as may be necessary , to defray 

the expenses of t he Conventions of the Five Civili zed Tribes , 

and for that purpo se I return your former Acts of appropriat i on , 

together with a draft of appropriation which wi l l be suffi ci ent 

to pay all expenses of t he conventi ons and b e in such form that 

it can be used and accounted for by voucher to the Pri ncipal 

Chief and submitted to the ational Council for approval . 

Very respectfull y , 

P .Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

AN ACT 
To Revo e Previous Acts . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COU CIL OF THE MU KOGEE NATION: 

That , by this Act of the Nationa l Council , the following 

Acts are hereby revoked : An Act entitl ed , "An Act appropriating 

$500 , or such part thereof as may be necessary , to defray the 

expenses of delegates to confer i th representatives of other 

Nations , " which as passed by t he Nati onal Council of the 

Muskogee Nation Octobe r 23 , 1902 , and approved by t he Principal 

Chief on the same date ; An act under date Oct . 9th entitl ed , "An 

Act appropriating the sum of '200 , or such part t hereof as m~y 

be necessary , to defray the expenses of representatives of the 

MUskogee Nation to the convention of t he Five Civilized Tribes 

at South McAlister," and an Act entitled , "An Act appropriating 

--- - P . Porter- a-101----
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$150 for incidental expenses of the Executive Office ," passed 

by the National Council on the 20th day of November and approved 

by the Principal Chief November 21st, 1902. 

A.P.McKellop 
Cle,rk . 

Lee McNevins , 
Clerk . 

Adopted ovember 24 , 1902 . 

Amos Mcintosh, 
peaker _House of ~ arriors 

Approved November 25 , 1902 o 
T . ~ . Perryman , 

President House of Ki ngso 

Approved November 1902 . 

AN ACT 

P .Porter , 
Principal Chi ef, Muskogee 
Nation. 

Appropriating One Thousand ($1 , 000) Dollars for Incidental 
Expenses of the Executive Office . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the 

general funds of the uskogee ation , the sum of One Thousand 

($1,000} Dollars, or so much t hereof as may be necessary , for 

Incidental Expenses of the Executive Department ; sai d expenses 

to be accounted for by voucher and reported to the National 

Council of the Muskogee Nation by the Principal Chief . 

Adopted November 24 ,1902. 
A.P.MoKellop--Clerk Amos cintosh-Speaker H. of T. 

Concurred in Nov . 25 , 1902 . 
Lee McNevins--Clerk. T •• Perryman- Pres .H. of Kings . 

Approved Nov. 25 , 1902 . 
P . Porter- Principal Chief , Musk . Na . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency , Muskagee ,Oklahoma--a-101--Pleasant Porter' s 
general letters. 
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WHEREAS: The present session of Council was adjourned by re~uest 

of the chier Executive . Thus compelling the members to pay t heir 

way going and coming twice. Therefore ----
BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That the members cle rks and interprete rs of the two Houses of 

Council shall receive double mileage for the pr esent session of 

Council. 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk. 

Adopted 12/1/1902 

Siah Gre y 

p . H. of · .-protem . 

Concurred in 12/1/1902 

T. . Perryman , 
Pres oH. of· Kings . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency, Muskogee,Oklahoma--a- 94--Pleasant Porter 's 
general letters. 



IXBCUTI VE OFFICE , 
skogee Nation , 

P. Porter ,Principal Chief . 

( 
' 

Okmulgee , I . T., Dec . l , l902 

To the Hon . National Council o 

Gentlemen: 

Your resolution of the firs t day of t he t elfth onth , 1902 , 

i s befo r e me for approval . I would respectfully call your atten-

tion t o the fact that the Council to ok a recess for a few days 

and met again on t he 18th of November , both meetings composing t he 

annual council of thirty days . · e have not had t o separate 

council s and the Governmen t might not approve the extra miJe age 

as a necessary expense of our Government . If the Government 

should not approve the appropriati on of extra mileage , t he pe r 

diem and single mileage of the Council would be held for -twelve 

months, unless ~n extra sessi on of the Council was c&lled to appro-

priate pay for t his session . If you wish to present the matter 

of your righ t to receive extra mi leage caused by the vacat i on of 

this counc i l I would suggest that you make a separate appropria­

t i on for such mileage , which i ll be for arded to the Government 

for approval . In order that t he appropriation of your pe r diem 

and single mileage be approved by t he Government , I ould sugges t 

that you make the matter of extra mileage an extra appropriation o 

I therefore r e turn the r esolution rithout my approval , and 

that you will give the matte r such considerati on as I have suggested . 

espectfully , 

Veto sustained unanimousl y , 

£. P. McKellop 
Clerk. 

P .Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

Amos cintosh 
Sp . H. of • 

Veto sustained Unanimously , 
Dec . 3 , 1902 

Lee c evins- Clk . March Thompson - -Pres . 
H. of K. Pro- tem •··--P. Porter- a- 94----



December 3 ,1902. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNC I L OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropr iated, out of the 

general funds of t he Musk ogee Nation , the sum of Twel ve 

33939-A 

Hundred ($1200) Dollars, or so much thereof a s may be ne cessary, 

to be used under directi on of t he committee appoint ed to 

contract for t he rent of Cap itol bui ldi ng to t he Uni ted States 

Government, for altering, repairing and p roc ur i ng fu r n i shing 

for said building , in pr epari ng s ame f or use by the Unit ed 

States Government. 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

Lee MoNevins 
Clerk. 

Adopted De c. 3 ,1902. 

.Amos Mcinto sh 
pe aker House arriors . 

Concurr ed in Dec. 3 ,1902. 

T. ·r . Per ryman 
Pr es i dent House of Kings . 

Appr oved Dec. 3 ,1902 . 

P . Porter, 
Pri ncipal Chi e f Muskogee a . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency,Muskogee,Okl a homa.--a-77--Pleasant Por ter's 
general letters. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 

uskogee ation . 

P . Porter ,Principal Ch ief . 

(" 
.J 

uskogee, . . ' e c . 9 , 1902 . 

Hon.J.George right , 

U. u . Indian Inspe ctor, 

uskogee ,I nd . Ter . 

Dear Sir: 

I enclose here ith , ct oft e ational Counc il ap r opri a ting 

the sum of ·1200 i th hic h to repair, procure furni turo ; etc ., 

tor the -ational Cap itol building. Under t he pro isions af a 

preVious Act of t he Counpil , the buildi ill b 1e ased to t he 

United 'tate s Government and such an expenditure is necessary 

to prepare t he b\:lilding for ourt purpos s . 

espectfully , 

• ort r , 

Prin . C ief ·US koge ation . 

or ed) Union Agency , us kogee , Oklahoma .-- leasant orters 
•• K.r 1 letters.--



Muskogee,I.T., Jan . 21 ,1903 

Ron. Tulmochus YiXico, 

Member House of varriors Green Leaf Town , 

Okemah ,I. T . 

Dear Sir:-

33939-B 

<) 

You are hereby instructed to call a convention of the members 

ot your town at such time and place as may be most convenient , for 

the purpose of holding an election to fill the vacancy caused 

by reason of the death of Vi c t or esley , former member of the 

House ot Kings from your town. 

hen such election is held ,. you Will be required by the 

members of the House of arriors to give the person elected the 

proper certi fica te of election to sit in the House of Kings in 

the Creek Council . 

Given under my hand and seal this 21st day of Januar y , 1903 . 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief. 

(Bndorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Pri ncipal 
Ch1et. Letter 397. Muskogee ,Oklahoma. 
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( 

Muskogee ,I.T., April 2 ,1903 

Hon. George Canara, 

Member House Kings Thlewale Town , 

Dear Sir:-

You are hereby authorized to convene the voters of your town 

at such time and place e.s may be most convenient to them, to hold 

an election for Member of the House of arriors , to represent 

10ur town to fill the vacancy caused by too death of alter Gray . 

Respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agano1 press book, general letters by Principal 
Chtet. Letter 412. Muskogee,Oklahoma. 
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Muskogee , I . T., May 5 ,1903 

Hon. President of House of Kings, 

and Speaker ot House of arri or s , 

Sirs: 

In accordance With the provisions of the Constitution of the 

Creek Nation, Section 2 , I hereby , through you , call a special 

session of the ational Council to meet in extraordinary session 

at Olanulgee , t~ Capital of our ation , at ten o'clock A •• on 

May 19,1903 , at hich time and place I Will lay before your 

honorable body far consideration such matters as I deem for the 

best interests at our .r:eople . 

You ill there fore take notice and give notice to too Members 

ot your respective houses to be p rompt at the me e ti ng at the time 

and place above indicated . 

Given under my hand and seal this 5th day of ay , 1904. 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 41.8. uskogee,Oklahoma. 
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1 ) 

~ay 20 , 1903 . 

BE IT RES L by the ational Council of the 1uskogee ation : 

That a special Joint Committee to be co mposed of five (5) i ngs 

and seven (7) arriors be appointe d to take up t he message of the 

Principal Chief to the r esen t s ssion of the Council and also 

the question of the acceptanc of the ix Hundred Thousand ol­

lars (' '600,000 .oo) appropri t ed by the las t sessi on of Congress 

in payment of the Loyal Creek claim and report by act or resolu­

tion their conclusion ' th r eference t he r eto . 

.A.. P . oKellop 
Clerk . 

Lee c evins 
Clerk . 

dopte d ·ay 20 , 1 03 . 

os .cintosh 

p . H. or • 

Concurred in ay 20 , 1903 

oley . cint osh 

res . • of i ngs . 

pproved .ay 23 , 1903 • 

• orter 

Prin . Chief . 

Pleasant Porters general letters .--a-17----
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ay 23 , 1903 

BE IT ENACTED by t he ati onal Council of the .uskogee at i on : 

That there be and is her eby ppropriated 9ut of the gene r a l fund 

ot the ·uskogee ~ation t he s um of o Thousand ive Hundred and 

Seventy - eight Dollars and i ty Cents 2 ?8 . 60) in payment of 

per diem and mile a e of t he bers , clerk , interpreter and 

chapl ain of the House of 4arri ors during their attendance upon 

the extra session of t he ational Council from .. ay 19th to 23rd ., 

1903 , including the same to paid in accordance ith such Fules 

and regulati ons as may be prescribed by the , ecretary of the 

Interior for t he disburse ent of Creek funds . 

A. P . 'oKellop 

Clerk. 

Lee c evins 
Cler k . 

Adopted .ay 23 , 1 03 

Amos . cintosh 

peaker of H. of arriors . 

Concurred in 1 ay 23 , 1903 

oley cintosh 

Pres •• of ings . 

ppr oved ay 23 , 1903 . 

P . Porter , 

Prin .Chief . 

dorsed ) Union ency , ~uskogee , mklahoma .-- leasant orters 
avwvral letters.--a- 17- - - -
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:£\lay 23 , 1 0 3 

BE IT ENAC11J!iD by t he at i onal ounc il of the ·uskogee at i on :­

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the general fund 

ot the uskogee ation t he sum of ne housand Two Hundred and 

Forty- six ( 1 246 . 00 ) Dollars i n payment of per diem and mi l eage 

or the members , i nterpre t er , chaplain and clerk of t he House of 

Kings for attendance at the extra session of Counc i l from ay 

19 t o ay 23 , 1903 , i nclus ive . 

Lee · cNevins 

Cler • 

A. P . cKellop 

Clerk . 

Adopted ~ay 23 , 1~03 

oley · c ntosh 

r es .H. of .. i ngs . 

Concurred in ay 2 3 , 1903 

os tcintosh 

peaker of H. of arriors . 

ApproTed ay 23 , 1 903 . 

P . Porter 

Prin . Chief . 

dorsad) Union ency , ·uskogee , Oklahoma .--Pleasant Porters 
letters .--a- 18----
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ctober 14 , 1903 

BE IT RESOLV D BY H c OIL 0 THE },rrJSKQG"'r 1 ATIOr : 

That the present session of the at i onal Counci l adjourn on 

Oct . 22nd at 11 o' clock A •• to reconvene on ov . 18th at 10 

o'clock A •• to finish out the 30 ;vorking days allo ved by Law. 

A. P. cK. 
Clk . 

Lee c~ evins 
Clk. 

Adop ted Oct . l 4 , 1903 

.Joseph H. Land , 

Sp . H. of r. pro tem 

Concurred in ct . l 6th , l903 

Charles Coachman 

res •• of ings Pro-tem 

pproved ct . l9th , l903 

• orter 

Principal Chief , ·• . 

Votes cast in the House of i ngs on t he Chief ' s nomina- · 

tion for ational Auditor , Rober t Frye. ro 24 Con 0 

Oct . 17th , l903 

Lee c evins 
Clk. 

oley ~.ern to sh 
res . H. of i ngs . 

Votes cast in the ouse of ·arriors on the Chief ' s 

nomination tor National Auditor obert rye 
Pro 47 Con 1 

.P. cKellop J . H. Land-- p . H. of • pro tem 
Clk. 

---Pleasant Porters general letters .--a- 27----
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October 17th, l903 

AN ACT 

Pr oviding :for pay of General Officers of the Muskog ee Nation . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the General 

Fund of t he Musk ogee Nation , the s urn of THIRTEEN THOUSAND , FIVE 

HUNDRED {$13 , 500 . 00) DOLLARS , ror the salaries of the General 

Off icers of the Musk~ee Nation , for tb.e fiscal year ending 

De cember 4 , 1904, as rollows , to- wit : 

Principal Chief , 

Second Chief , 

National Auditor , 

Superintendent at Public Instruction , 

Pr ivate eoretary , 

Jani t or Capi tel Building , 

Superi ntendent of Eufaula High chool , 

Superintendent of etumka Boarding School , 

Superi n t endent of TUllahassee Boarding School , 

Superintendent a! Creek Orphan Home , 

Superintendent af Euche·e Boarding School , 

Super i n ten dent of Coweta Boardirg chool , 

Superintendent of ealaka Boarding School , 

Superintendent of Pecan Creek Boarding chool , 

Super in tend en t c:L Colored Orphan Asylum , 

National At torney , 

----P . Por t e r-a- 127----

'l· l , OOO . OO 

600 . 00 

600 . 00 

800 . 00 

400 . 00 

200 . 00 

600 . 00 

600 . 00 

600 . 00 

600 0 00 

500 . 00 

500 . 00 

500 o00 

500 . 00 

500 . 00 

5 , 000 . 00 
$13 , 500 . 00 

(} 
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Said sum to be paid out in accordance with such rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by t he Se cretary of the Interior 

tor the disbursement of Creek funds. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk. 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk . 

Adopted October l?th,l903. 

oley Mcintosh 
Pres . House Kings . 

Concurred in October l?th , l903 . 

J" . H. Land 
peaker House farriors-~ro tem . 

Approved October l?th , l903 . 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief , Muskogee ,Nation . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma--a-127--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 

Muskogee Nation . 
P . Por t er , Principal Chief . 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the uskogee Nation : 

That there be and is ~reby appropriated ou t of the General 

funds not otherwise appropriated , the sums set opposite t heir 

r espe ctive names for pay for services of the following clerks 

at t he special committee of eighteen appointed to canvass , count 

and de clare the result of the late general election of ept . 

1,1903., to Wit : 

v. E. Mc ueen for 13. days services- -

Ben Marshall for 10 days services- -

Ale c Mcintosh for 8 days services--

Marcy Harjo for 7 days services-­

Luc y Gatlin for 6 days services-­

Ella Monahwee for 5 days services-­

s . E. Mointosh for 2 days services--

c •• Grayson for 13 days services--

52 . 00 

40 . 00 

32 o00 

28 . 00 

24 0 00 

20 . 00 

8 . 00 

52 . 00 

In all , Two Hundred and Fifty- ix Dollars , ( 256 . 00) , the sum to 

be paid under such rules and re lations as may be adopted by 

the ecretary of the Interior for the disbursement of Creek funds . 

S . J . Haynes 
Clerk Protem 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk . 

APPROVED : 
Oct . 22nd , l903 . 

Adopted Oct . 20 , l903 o 

J . H. Land 
peaker H. of ' arriors . 

Concurred ·n Oct . 20 , 1903. 

ole y cintosh 
Pres . House of i ngs . 

.Porter , 
Prin . Chie:f . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , uskcgee ,Oklahoma--a- 128--Pleasant orter ' s 
general letters . 
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November 18,1903. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNC IL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is ~reby appropriated the sum of Fifteen 

Dollars in payment of services rendered by illiam Jimboy as 

Chaplain or too Ho use of arri ors fro m May 19th t o May 2 3, 1903 

inclusive. Said sum to be pai d in ac co rdance with t.he rules 

end regulations p rescribed by ttle ecre tary of too Interior for 

the disbursement of Creek Funds . 

Adopted ct. 22 , 1903 . 

A.P.McKellop Amos 1V cinto sh 

Clerk. Sp oHouse of arri ors . 

Concurred in Nov . l8,1903 . 

Lee McNeVins Roley Mcintosh 

Clenc o Pres . House of Ki ngs . 

pproved ov . l8 , 1903 o 

P . or ter , 

Pri n . Chie f . 

(IDdorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma-- a -122--Pleasant Porter ' s 
ceneral letters. 
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EXECUTIVE OFFICE. 
uskogee Nation 

P.Porter, Principal Chier . 

Nov . 19 , 1903 

Be it Resolved by the ational Council of the uskogee Nation: 

That a special joint c ommittee of five , consisting of two 

Kings and three larriors, be appointed to tak into consid ra­

tion that portion of the Chief ' s 1essage which refers to the 

e::x:pendi ture· of Creek fUnds for the suppression of Smallpox and 

for other pur~oses , including t he aunts drawn for the salaries 

and expenses of th uperint ndent of schools for the Indian 

Territory and upervisor of schools for t he Creek Nation by the 

Interior Department Without acts of appropriat ion by t he Cre k 

National Council . 

l ( 8 

Be it furt er res .olved that said cornmi ttee be and is he r eby 

requi red to report with such r commendations as it may deem 

proper at its earliest conveni nee to the adjourne d session of t he 

present National Council . 

A. P . cK. 
Clk . 

Lee o evins 

Adopt ed Nov . 19 , 1903 

Joseph H. Land , 

peaker H. of • pro-tem 

Concurred in 11/19/1903 

Roley cintosh 

Pres . • of ings 

committee appointed from the H. of Kings 
Thomas Adams 
Robert Grayson ( rom H. of arriors) 

James Barnett 
r.J. ango 

Jackson Dunzy. 
letters .--a-3-------Pleasant Porters general 
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November 24 , 1903 

Be it Resolve d by t he Nati onal Counc il of the Muskogee Nation : 

That t he two houses of Counc il mee t in joint session 

in the House of arri ors a t 1 : 00 P . M. this 24th day af November 

1903 , for t he purpose of c onferring with the Hon . J . Blair hoen­

t e l t , United St ates I ndian Agent , and also the United tates 

Indian Inspe ctor or ot her Offic i al who may be in the City this 

i nstant on business pertaining to t he Muskogee Nationo 

Be i t f ur ther esolved that the Prin . Chief , P .Porter , is 

he reby requested to ext end invi tation to said Government Offi ­

cials to me e t the Council at said hall and time o 

Lee McNevins 
Cler k . 

A.P . Mo ellop 
Cler k . 

Adopted ov . 24 , 1903 o 

oley Mcintosh 
Pres . House of Kings o 

Conc urred in Nov . 24, 1903 . 

Amos Mcintosh 
p . House of arriors . 

Approved ov . 24t h , l903 . 

P . Por t e r , 

Prin . Chie f , M. N. 

( o~ e4) Union Agency , uskogee , Okl ahoma--a- 131--Pleasant Porte r ' s 
general letters . 

( 
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Judiciary Committee 

Okmulgee , M. N. 

Nov. 24: ,1903 

To the National Council ,. 

Gentlemen: 

Your Commi ttee on Judiciary to mom as r eferred the 

Bill proposing to amend Soc . 2d , Arto Vl, of Chapter 1st , Creek 

Laws, Edition 1890, have carefully considered the same , and here ­

With submit a draft of an Act which t he Committee be l ieves Vlill 

meet the end desired ; and t he Committee recommends that t he 

Act be adopted . 

Respectfully s ubmi tted , 

T . J . dams , 

Chairman . 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk . 

BE IT ENACT.,.,.D BY THE ATIO AL COUNCIL OF THE MUS OG NATION: 

That ection Two (2), Article V1 , of Chapter ne (1) , Compiled 

laws of the uskogee ation , dition 1890, be and i s hereby so 

amended as to read as follows : 

He shall be pr sent at t he Executive office and shall serve 

under direction of t he Principal Chief . He shall be subje ct 

to suspension from office by t he rincipal Chief for neglect of 

duty or misdemeanor in same; and in case of his suspension t he 

vacancy shall be filled by appointment of the Princi pa l Chi e f 

until the next session of the National Council . The annual 

salary of the said Interpreter shall be seven hundred dollars 

( 700.00), the same to be paid in National warrants out of 

-----Pleasant Porte~s general letters.--1-a-------

~iO 
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appropriation made for that purpose . 

Lee MoNevins 
Clk. 

A.P.McK. 
Clk. 

Adopted Nov. 25 ,1903 

Roley Mcintosh 

Pres . H. of Kings . 

Concurred in Nov.25,1903 

C . B. Perryman , 

p . H. of • pro tern . 

(Indorsed) Union Agency , Muskoge~ , Oklahoma.---Pleasant orters 
seneral letters.--1-a------
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December 3 , 1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there b e and is hereby appropriated out of t he general 

funds of the Musk ogee or Creek Nation the several sums he r einafter 

set forth in favor of the persons opposite hose names they appear , 

respectively, for servi.ces rendered as clerks for the several 

committees of the C ounc i l , t o Wi t : 

John Smith , Claims Committee , 

Johnson King , Intern al Improvena nt , 

Mrs. A.P.McKellop, Judiciary Committee , 

Mrs. Alice Stidham, Foreign Relations , 

Sanford Scott , Educational Committee , 

$102 .oo 

102 . 00 

102 .oo 

102 oOO 

Miss Hattie Bens on , Educational Committee , 

Mrs. Mildred Childers , Finance Committee , 

E.B.Childers, Spe cial Committee , 

42 . 00 

5l o00 

102. 00 

27 . 00 

The said amounts to be pa id out in accordance with s:.uch rules 

and regulations as the Secretary of tne Interior may :grescribe 

for the disbursement of Creek Funds . 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

iee McNevins 
Cl erk 

Adopted Dec . 3 , 1903 . 

Amos Me Intosh 
Sp . House of ·larrior s . 

Concurred in Dec . 3 , 1903 . 

oley Mcintcs,h 
Pres . House of Ki ngs . 

Approved Dec . 3 , 1903 9 

P . Porter , 

Prin .Chief 9 

(IDdorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahama--a- 120--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters. 

12 
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1ud1ciary Committee 

Olanulg e, I . T . 

Dec . 2 , 1903 

Hon . National Council , 

Gentlemen : 

~e your Committee on Judiciary to whom as referred the 

bill providing for the election of a argent-at - Arms , have 

carefully considered tbe same - and recommend the adoption of 

the accompanying Bill . 

Respectfully , 

T. J . Adams , 

Chairman . 

Mrs . ~rcKellop, 

Clerk. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL 0 THE !USKCG TION : 

That there shall be nominat d by the rin . Chief and confirmed 

_by the National Council a sergeant- at- arms who shall serve for 

the term or tour years or until the dissolution of tribal Govern­

ment and who shall exercise the authority of a polio officer 

and whose duty shall be attend upon the Council during its 

sessions and preserve order within each Hous thereof and within 

the Capitol Building and the grounds thereof He shall , when 

directed to do so by the Pres . of the House ot Kings or the 

Speaker ot the House ot ~arriors , Compel the attendance of the 

members or the Council at the daily sessions thereof , and if any 

member shall neglect or refuse to attend the sessions of the 
---Pleasant Porters gen ral letters .--u--
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House to which he belongs when summoned to do so by the Sargent ­

at-Arms, he shal l be suspended for the r emainder of the session 

or tor such time as th House may deci d • 

The Sargent-a t-Arms shall also act as mess nger of the 

Council and shall carry bills or otb.er docu nts from our House 

to the other or fro m eith r House to the Executive of'fice . 

He shall also compel the attendance of members upon thei r 

Committee s when directed to do so by t Chairman of the Com-
. 

mit tees, and any member ho 1' ails or re:rus s to attend Conuni tte 

ot which he is a memb r en summoned to do so · ~1 be liable 

to the same penal. ty as in cas of refusal t o att nd th s ssions 

ot the Council. 

The sar gent - at- ms shal l be subject to impeachment trial 

and removal :rrom office for negl ct of duty or misdemeanor in 

ottice in like manner as other offices . 

He shall receive the same ileag and p r di m as allo ed 

members of Council hile in actual service . 

.l. P. cKellop 
Cl erk. 

Lee cNeVi n s, 
Clk. 

dopted Dec . 3 , 1903 , 

os fcin tosh , 

p . H. of • 

Conc urr ed in Dec. 3 , 1903 

Charles Coachman 
Pres . H. of Kings , Pro - tem 

Appr oved Dec. 4t h , l903 
. Porter, 
Pr incipal Chief . 

(Zndorsed) Union Agenc y , uskogee , Okl ahoma .--Fleasant Porters 
neral lette rs.--u--
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December 3 , 1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is bereby appropriated , $ 24 . 00 in favor 

of Wm . McQ,ueen , out of the General funds for services rend e:t'ed 

as clerk on Conference Committee for 8 days at '3 . 00 per day and 

shall be paid out under such rules and regulations as the Secre­

tary of the Interior may prescribe for the disbursement of Creek 

funds. 

Lee McNevins 

Clerk 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk 

Adopted Dec .3 ,1903 

Roley Mcint osh 

Pres . House of Kings . 

Cone urred in Dec . 3 , 1903 . 

Amos Mcintosh 
Sp . House bf arriors •. 

Approved De c.4th,l903 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

l't 

(Blldorsed) Union Agency ;Musk Cl?;ee, Oklahoma--a-1~9--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters. 
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. 6 
De c . 3rd , 1903 . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That t he sum or Seven Thousand ix Hundred and Eighty- Nine 

Dollars and eighty cents , ($? , 689 . 80) , be and is hereby appro­

priated in payment of the perdiem and mileage of the members , 

clerk , interpreter and chaplain of the House of Kings for services 

rendered during the regular session of the National Council from 

Oct . 6th t o Oc t . 22nd inclusive and Nov . l 8th to Dec . 4th inclu-

sive in t he amounts se t opposite to the names upon the roll as 

appears below , the sai d amount to be paid out in accordance With 

such r u l es and regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may 

prescribe f or the disbursement of Creek funds . 

Austin Anderson / 140 . 8 0 

Thomas Adams " 13? . 60 

Roland Bro n / 1 38 . 80 

Billy Barnett , 169 . 20 

Joseph Buck ~ 152 .8 0 

James Byrd .r 164 . 40 

J os ep h Brune r / 1 52 .8 0 

Paroh Bruner / 162 . oo 

Charl es Coachman / 154 . 8 0 

George Cos er 16? . 20 

Joe DaYis " 146 . 80 

James Deere/ 168 . 00 

Timmie Fife .r 149 . 60 

Thomas Frank / 15 4o8 0 

John R. Goat F 162 . 00 

Noah Gregory '- 120. 00 

Robert Grayson - 148 . oo 

James Hill/ i58 .80 
----P.Porter-a-115----

Ge0 . .Hill $144. 00 

To be Hil l 154o00 

'Win . Hi ll 158 .so 

Davi d Herrcxl 1?0 . 00 

Henry Har ry 14? . 20 

Chof ol op Harjo 1 46 . 00 

Gabriel J i merson 160 . 00 

J ohn A. Jacob 162 . 00 

ilSJn Knight 154 . 00 
4144 . 40 

Brought up 4144 . 40 

London Knight 152 . 00 

George Kanard 152 . 40 

Sam Log an 165 . 20 

Henehe Matha 158 . 00 

Roley Mcintos h 166. 00 

Comrnod.ore Mcintosh 164. 00 
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Louis McHenry/' $164. 00 

L. C.Perryman r 156 . 00 

wm. Penn r 152. 80 

John Freeman / 144 o00 

Tulmarsey Scott/ 14? . 20 

Harley Thomas / 166 .80 

Joe Smith / 156 . 00 

James Smith/ 161 .80 

Simmer/ 15? . 50 

Wiley Sukey .t 165 . 20 

March 'J:homp son / 14.5 . 00 

Thomas Wesley/ 154 . 00 

Waah Riley 150 .so 

Mi tche 11 Yar gee / 148 . oo 

Burnie Mcintosh , I ntpr . 153. 60 

Lee McNevins , elk , l62 o00 

Martin Che cotah , Chap . l02 o00 
7589o8 0 

Lee McNevins 
Cler k 

A. P . JLoKe llGp 
Clerk 

Adopted Dec . 3rd , l903 . 
Pres .House of Ki ngs o 

Concurred in Dec . 3d , l 903 

Alex Davis 
Sp . House of arriors o 

Pro t ern. 

Approved De c . 4th , l903 . 
P . Porter- Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Okl ah.oma--a- 115--Pleasant Por ter ' s 
general l e tters . 
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December 3d,l903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the General Fund 

the sum o~ $14 ,465.80 in payment of mileage and per diem of the 

members, clerk and interpreter and chaplain of the House of 

larriors :for serVices rendered during the regular session of the 

National Council from Oct .6th to Oct . 22nd,l903 inclusive and from 

Nov.lBth, to Dec.4,1903 inclusive in amounts s set opposite 

the names on the roll of members hereto attached ; the said amount 

to be paid out under such rules and regulations as the Secretary 

of the Interior may prescribe for the disbursement of Creek funds. 

A.P.McKellop 
elk. 

Lee McNeVin s 
Clk. 

Adopted- Dec . 3d,l903 

Alex Davis , 
Sp . H. of • pro tern 

Concurred in Dec . 3 , 1903 
Roley Mcintosh 
Pres.H . of Ki ngs . 

Approved Dec . 4th , l903o 
P. Porter , 

Principal Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union .Agency,Muskogee ,Oklaboma .--&-80--Pleasant Porter's 
general letters. 
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December 7, 1903 

RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That a joint committee of three, two from ~he House of War­

riors and one :f'rom the House of Kings, be appointed to wait upon 

the Prin. Chief and announce to him that the two houses of the 

National Council for the term beginning Dec . 5, 1903, have met 

W1 th a quorwn present and have perfected a permanent organ ization 

in each house and are ready for transaction of business as he 

may think proper to lay before us. 

Mildred Childers 
Clerk 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk 

Adopted Dec. ?, 1903 . 

Alexander Davis 
Sp . House of Warriors. 

Concurred in Dec . ?, 1903. 

James Smith 
Pres . House of Kings . 

Lewis Deere, H. of K. 
Committee: John A. Jacobs , H. of w. 

Billie Yahola , H. of ~ . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee ,Oklahoma.--a-48-.£ u ::; ant 
Porters general letters. 
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December 8th,l903 . 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNC IL OF THE MUSCOGEE NATION, 

That- the compensati on of Chaplain of each of the two houses of 

the council is hereby fixed at a per diem dur ing the time actual­

ly served , of four ($4 . 00) dollars , with tbe same mileage going 

to and returning from t~ council , as that paid to a member of 

this body. 

Sam Grayson 

Clk . 

M. Childers 
Clk . 

Originated and passed 

De c .8,1903~ 

James mith , 

Presid't . House of Kings . 

Cone urred in 

Alexander Davis 

Speaker H . of w. 

Approved Dec .8th , l903 . 

· P . Porter , 

Princi pal Chief . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma .--a- 82- -Pleasant Porter ' s 
sene:ral letters . 



Dec. 11 , 1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNC IL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION:-

33941-D 

2 

That there be and is here,by appropriated out of the General 

Funds the s urn of Fom-teen Thousand Six Hundred and Fifty- three and 

8 0/ 100 Dollars {$14653 . 80) in payment of mileage and per diem 

of the members , clerks , interpreter and Chaplain of the House of 

Warriors for services rendered during the r egular session of t he 

Nati onal Council from October 6 to 22, 1903 , inclusive,, and from 

November 18 to December 4, ~903 , inclusive, in amou nts as set 

opposite the names on the roll of members .bereto attached ; 

the said amount to be paid out under such rul es and re gulations 

as the Secretary of tm Interior may prescri be for the disburse-

ment of Creek Funds . 

Mil dred Childers 
Clerk . 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk. 

Adopted Dec oll , 1903 

Bunnie Mcintosh 
Sp . House of Warriors 

Pro tern . 

Concurred in Dec . 11 , 1903 . 

J ames Smith{his x mark ) 
Pres . House of Kings . 

itnesses Theo G. Stidham 
E. E . Hardridge 

Approved Dec . ll , l903 

P . Porter, 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , uskogee , Oklahoma--a- 116--Ple asant Porter 's 
general letters . 
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PAY ROLL OF H USE OF ARRIOR ~ 

Amos Mcintosh----- - --- 144 .80 

Jimsey Asbury--------- l52o40 

Mose Asbury----------- l38o80 

ash 
( 

Adams----- - ------ 141.60 

James Alexander----- - - 161 . 60 

James Barnett--------- 149 . 20 

William Barnett------- 156 . 00 

James Bell----------- - 140 . 00 

Pleasant Berryhill---- 137 . 60 

Simon Billy---------- - 154. 40 

John Bright ----------- 154. 8 0 

James Broadenax------- 14? . 20 

Larry Bro m----------- l 5? o60 

Jacob Brown----------- 144 .8 0 

• t. Brovm----------- - - 152 .oo 
Dickson Brown--------- 154. 00 

Thomas Bruner--------- 152 . 00 

LeWis Bruner---------- 152 . 00 

Robert Bruner--------- 154 . 00 

'lile y Buckner--------- 156 . 40 

~ . Buek-------------- 1 1 . 20 

Sarty Co e------------ 1 1 . 20 

Joe Canard------------ 138 .• 40 

J.T.Canard------------ 150 . 00 

Limbo Carr------------ 150 .80 

P.R.Ceasar------------ 154. 00 

John Chupke----------- 150.80 

-----P.Porter--a-117----

George Cl i nton- -------vl51 . 20 

Ale c Davi s --- - - -- ----- 140 . 8 0 

Bob Dan i e l s ----------- 154 . 00 

Joe Deacon------ - ----- 152 . 00 

David Di xon----------- 155 . 20 

Laryer Deere - -------- - 156 . 80 

154. 80 

Jackson Dunzey-------- 82 . 00 

Harper Fields--------- 152 . 00 

Tulmachase Fixico----- 151 . 20 

oco i ico- --------- 156 . 00 

Tobe Franklin----- - --- 144 . 00 

• Francis----------- 15 2. 40 

Robert rye----------- 150 . 40 

•• Gentry------------ 146 .80 

iah Grey------------- 148 . 00 

® . Gr een------------- 14B o00 

Barney Gr een--- - --- --- 156 . oo 

Tobe Grayson---- ---- - - 148 . 8 0 

Rob er t Grayson- ------- 148 . 80 

Bus tin Ha ~ ins--- - - - - 156 . 00 

• Ha ins - ---------- 156 . 00 

David Harry----------- 148 . 00 

Hotul ke Harjo--------- 155 . 60 

ulphur Har jo--------- 144 . 00 

Tatke s Harjo------ - - - - 152 . 00 

Cobrey Hill----------- 142 . 00 
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Geo. Island------------$150.40 

Gibson James----------- 156.20 

Mose Jimerson---------- 156.00 

Robert Johnson--------- 156.00 

Una Johnson------------ 139.20 

J.H.Land--------------- 150.80 

D.A.Lee---------------- 144.00 

J.H.Lewis-------------- 156o80 

Thomas Long------------ 156.00 

Hardy Manuel----------- 136 . 00 

Lewis McGilbra--------- l 2. 00 

George McGilbra-------- 142. 00 

J.C.Morrison ---------- 150 . 40 

John Myers------------- 152 . 00 

T.\ . Manuel------------- 14? . 20 

Wm. McCombs------------ 152 . 40 

liley Mcintosh--------- 154.00 

Mussa Nahaka----------- 152o00 

V.A.Palmer------------- 158 .00 

C.B.Perryman----------- 155.20 

Enos Perryman---------- 153 . 20 

Isom Peters------------ 146.00 

Joe Primus------------- 160o00 

W.A.Rentie------------- 154.00 

Sampson Richards------- 142.40 

Dave Roberts----------- 154 •. 00 

J.S.Robinson----------- 148.80 

Theo Stidham----------- l54o00 

M.J.Sango---------------$152 . 40 

Robert alumba---------- 153 . 60 

Snow Sells ------------- - 166 . 00 

R. M. tevens------------- 152 . 00 

Wm . Stoddart------------ 136 . 80 

Billie Tiger------------ 153 . 60 

Barney Ti ger------------ 151 . 20 

Geo . V . Tiger------------- 153 . 60 

Seber Th1occo--~-------- 156 .8 0 

Eddie Valker------------ 148 . 00 

James Yarber------------ 156 . 80 

Joe Yartekka----- ------ 151 . 20 
I 

Charley Yahola---------- 150 . 00 

A. P .McKellop , Clerk ,---- 154 . 40 

amue l Haynes , Intpr . --- 136 . 00 

® . Jimboy-------------- 102 . QO 
14653 .80 

----P.Porter-a-117----
(lndorsed ) Union Agency,Mus kogee,Oklahoma- Pleasant Porter ' s general 
letters. 



December 11,1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

That :f"rom and after the 4th day of December 1903, the per 

diem pay of Clerks of standing Committees of the National Coun­

cil shall be Four Dollars instead of Three Dollars as at present . 

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED: 
I 

That the said Clerks of standing Committees shall be 

paid the same amount of mileage as is now paid to members of the 

National Council. 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk 

Mildred Childers 
Clerk 

Adopted Dec.ll,l903. 
his 

J"ames x mi th 
mark 

Pres oHouse of Kings 

it,nesses : S .J".Haynes , 

E. E. Hardridge 

Concurred in Dec.ll,l903o 

Alex Davis 
Sp o House of arriors. 

Approved Dec •. l2, 1903. 

P.Porter, 

Prin.Chief. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahomao--a-63--Pleasant Porter's 
general lettera. 
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December 12 , 1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE 1IDSKOGEE NATION: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the general 

fUnd , the sum of thirty- seven dollars and forty- five cents , 

($37 . 45 }, in favor of Joe Haynes , the janitor , for expenditures 

f or fue l, etc ., said sum to be paid in accordance wi th such rules 

and regulations as may be prescribed by the ecretary of the 

Interi or for the disbursement of the Creek funds . 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk . 

Mildred Childers 
Clerl{ . 

Adopted Dec . l 2 , 1903. 
his 

James x Smith . 
mark 

A. P . McKellop 

i tnesses: 
E. E. Hardridge 

Concurred in Dec . l2 , 1903 . 

Alex Davis 
Sp . House of ~arri or s . 

Approved Dec. l2 , 1903. 

P .Porter , 
Prin . Chie i' . 

25 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency ,Muskogee , Okla.homa--a- 132--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general. letters . 
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1.26 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of t he 

General Funds, the sum of Thirty-eight dollars and eighty-three 

cents, {$38 . 83) , in favor of Parki nson , Trent Mer. Co o, for 

stationery and other articles for the National Councilo 

Said sum to be paid in accordance with such rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by the Secre tary of the In­

terior for the disbursement of the Creek Funds o 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk . 

Mildr~d Childers 
Clerk . 

Adopted Dec . l2 , 1903. 
his 

James x Smith 
mark 

itnesses: Theo G. Stidham 
EoE.Hardridge 

Concurre d in Dec . l4 , 1903. 

Sp . House of Warriors . 

Approved Dec.l 4, 1903. 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ,Muskogee ,Oklahoma--a-133--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters. 
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December 15,1903 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the general 

tund the sum of Three thousand Eighteen and 80/100 Dollars 

($3018.80) for the purpose of paying the per diem and mileage 

ar the members, clerk, interpreter and chaplain of the House of 

Kings for session of Dec . 5th to 1 ?th 1903 inclusive . 

The said amount to be paid in accordance with such rules and 

regulations as the Secretary of the Interior may prescribe for 

the disbursement of Creek funds . 

Sam Grayson 

Clerk . 

M.C. 
Clk. 

Adopted Dec .l5 , 1903 

James Smith, 

Presdt . H. Kings 

Concurred in Dec . l7 , 1903 

Alex Davis , 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma .--a-75--Pleasant Porter's 
pmeral. letters. 
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PAY ROLL OF HOUSE OF KINGS----Sessi on of December 5th to 
17t h i nclusive . 

PER DIEM 
MILES MILEAGE DAYS SERVED / TOTAL 

l.Thoma.s J . Adams 4 g 13 52 . 00 52 . 8 0 

2.Geor ge Goser / 78 15 . 60 13 52 . 00 67 . 60 

3.Samuel J . Haynes / 0 13 52 . 00 52 . 00 

4.Jackson Dunzy ~ 36 7 . 20 13 52 . 00 59 . 20 

5.Samuel J . Logan / 73 14. 60 13 52 . 00 66 . 60 

6.Wi 1ey Buckner/ 53 10 . 60 13 52 . 00 62 . 60 

7 .James Smith / 65 13 . 00 13 52. 00 65 . 00 

B.Jackson Knight / 45 9 . 00 13 52 . 00 61 . 00 

9.S1mmer 
/ 

54 10 . 80 13 52 . 00 62 . 80 

lO.Goliab Jone.s 44 8 . 80 13 52 . 00 60 . 80 

ll. Jemes Starr /' 32 6 . 40 13 52 . 00 58 . 40 

12.Ro1ey Taylor / 33 6 . 60 13 52 . 00 58 . 60 

13.0ttawa Caine / 64 12 . 80 13 52 . 00 64.80 

14 . R. F . Bruner 
/ 

74 14.80 15 52 . 00 66 .80 

15 . Lewis McHenry / 70 14 . 00 13 52 . 00 66 . 00 

l 6. Dav id Anderson 1 25 5 . 00 13 52 . 00 5? . 00 

17 . Toney E. Proctor / 0 13 52 . 00 52 . 00 

l B. Pi n Harjo / 39 7 .80 13 52 . 00 59 . 80 

19.Wi 1liam F . Stoddard/ 27 5 . 40 13 52 . 00 57 . 40 

20.James Hill( 57 11. 40 13 52 . 00 63 . 40 

2l.James Deere I 56 11. 20 13 52.00 63. 20 

22·. samue1 Scott / 26 5 . 20 13 52 . 00 57 . 20 

23 . illiam G. Bruner / 55 11 . 00 13 52 . 00 63 . 00 

24 . Joe Smith r 50 10 . 00 13 52 . 00 62 . 00 

25 . Harley Thomas ! 77 15 . 40 13 52 . 00 67 . 40 

26 . LeWis E. Deere-- 78 15 . 60 13 52 . 00 6?.60 

--- - Pleasant Parter-a-75---- 1595.00 
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( MILES MILEAGE DAYS SERVED PER DIEM TOTAL 
17.Chotolop Harjo 25 500 13 52 .00 57.00 

/ 
JS.David Herrod 

29.Sam .Brown 

30.John Deere ' 

( 

72 

40 

50 

3l.Charles Coachman t 47 

32. To be Hill / 45 

33.A.P . McKellop ( 41 

34.Billy Y . Barnett / 83 

35 .E .E. Hardr id ge , 0 

36.William Hill < 57 

37 .Edmund Harry / 55 

38.C.B.Perryman / 48 

39.Joe Davis / 27 

40.Timmie Fife / 34 

4l,M1c Emarth1a " 55 

42.Simpson Fish / 58 

43.Gabriel Jimmerson /60 
( 

44.Robert Grayson 30 

45.Thomas · Frank I 47 

46 .Paro Bruner/ 

4:7 .sam Grayson / 

48 .G. .Grayson ' 

49.J'ames Byrd / 

65 

75 

75 

50 

1440 

800 

1000 

940 

900 

820 

1660 

1140 

1100 

960 

540 

680 

1100 

ll60 

1200 

600 

940 

1300 

1500 

1500 

1000 

----Pleasant Porter--a-75----

13 

3 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

13 

l r.: .. ) 

1 

13 

52 .00 

52.00 

52.00 

52.00 

52.00 

52 .00 

52 . 00 

52 . 00 

52 ct00 

52 . 00 

52 ct00 

52 .00 

52 . 00 

52.00 

52 . 00 

52 . 00 

52 . 00 

52 .00 

52 .00 

52 .00 

52.00 

52ct00 

66.40 

60 .00 

62.00 

61.40 

61.00 

60 . 20 

68 . 60 

52 . 00 

63.40 

63 .00 

61 . 60 

57 . 40 

58 . 80 

63o00 

63 . 60 

64 .00 

58.00 

61.40 

65 .00 

67.00 

67o00 

62 . 00 
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December 17,1903 

WHEREAS: There is now outstanding indebtedness of the 

Creek Nation in Warrants issued in accordance with appropriation 

ot the National Council for the necessary expenses for the 

Government in the past above what the interest on the invested 

monies would pay within the coming year about 75,000 and 

WHEREAS: for this reason the public servants, such as Council 

members officers and teachers who are paid in warrants and 

compelled to discotint their warrants on an average of 10% which 

accrues to the benefit of purchasers of warrants and correspon­

ding to the loss to those who receive warrants for the payment 

of their services and 

IRIREAS: This indebtedness of the Nation repre sented in warrants 

fill have to be paid before the distribution of the final residue 

of Creek funds and 

WHEREAS: there is now on hand in the u . s . Treasury the Revenues 

collected from various sources and the proceeds of the Sales of 

Townsite in the Muskogee Nation amounting to over ~300,000 

which amounts are bearing no interest now. 

THEREFORE: 

Be it Enacted by the National council of the Muskogee Nation : 

That the sum of $75,000.00 or so much there of as may 

be necessary be and the same is hereby appropriated out of the 

Revenues collected under the laws of the Creek Nation and if this 

be in-sufficient then the amount to be made up out of the sale 

ot Townsites now in the hands of the u.s.Government for the 

purpose of paying the public indebtedness of the Muskogee Nation, 

provided however that no part of the interest bearing invested 

---Pleasant Porter--a-60---
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tunds shall be used for this purpose -

Be it further enacted that the Prin . Chief and delegates 

to Washington D. C. be authorized and directed to , as soon as 

practicable secure the payment o~ same in warrants of the 

Creek Nation the same to be paid out according to such rules 

and regulating as may be prescribed by the ecy . of the Interior . 

M.C. 
Clk. 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk. 

Adopted Dec . l?, 1903 

Alex Davis 

Sp . H. of Wo 

Concurred in Dec.l?,'03 

James mith 

President H. of Kings . 

Approved ec . l?th,l903 

P . Porter , 

Principal Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency ,Muskogee , Oklahoma .--a-60--Pleasant Por ter's 
general letters. 
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December 1? , 1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF TRE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the General 

:rlmds the sum of One Hundred and fourty-four dollars , ($144. 00) , 

tor the purpose of' paying the pe r diem of the Clerks of various 

standing committees for the session of Dec . 5th to 17th of 

December 1903 inclusi've , the said sum to be paid in accordance 

w:L th the rules and regulations as may be prescribed by the 

Secretary of the Interior in the disbursement of Creek Funds . 

John Smith, Claims Committee , $30GOO 

J.H.Lynoh, Judiciary Committee; 2? . 00 

Nancy Cox, Educational Committee , ~ 30.00 

Sanford Scott , Finance Committee., - 30 . 00 

Walter Hill , Foreign Relations Comt . 2? . 00 

Lewis Greenwood, Internal Impr ' vt Comt . 3o . oo 
1?4.00 

Mildred Childers 
c:erk 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk 

Adopted Dec . l? , l903 

Alex Davis 
Sp . House of ~arriors . 

Chas. Coachman 

Concurred in Dec . l? , l903 
his 

.Tames x Smith 
mark 

itness: A. P . McKellop 
E. E. Hardridge 

Approved Dec .l?, l903 

P . Porter 
Prin . Chief . 

orsed) Union Agency , Muskqgee ,Oklahoma--a-134-- Pleasant Porter ' s 
e:ral letters. 
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December 1? , 1903 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

Tha t the r e be and is hereby appropriated out of the General 

tunds the sum ot Six Thousand One Hundred and ninety- one Dol­

l ars ($6191.00), :tor the purpose of paying the. per diem and 

mileage of the members , clerk , interpreter , chapla in , Sergeant 

of Arms of the House of arriors for the session of Dec . 5 

t o t he 1?, 1903 inc lusive . The said sum is to be paid in 

accordance with too rules and regulations as may be prescribed 

by the Secretary of the Interior . 

Mil dred Childers 
Clerk 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk 

Adopted Dec <J l? , l903 . 

Alex Davis 
Sp . House of arriors . 

Concurred in Dec . 1? , 1903 
his 

James x Smith 
mark 

Pres ~ House of i ngs . 

itnesses : Theo G. Stidham 
A. P . McKellop 

Approved Dec . l7 , 1903 . 

P . Porter 

Prin . Chief o 

(Indorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma- a- 136- Pleasant Porter ' s 
seneral letters . 



Pay Roll of Members of House of 

Ar.ms , Clerks , Interpreters and Chaplain . 

arriors, Sergeant at 

Alex Davis/ 

wash Adams/ 

James Alexander 1 

Lewis Benton / 

ash Benton/ 

Larry Brawn / 

Charlie Bird/ 

Alber t Burgess " 

John Bruner ' 

Tom Bruner ' 

Robert Bruner/ 

John Buck ,....... 

William Buck/ 

Simon Billie / 

Solomon Bullet / 

Carthlony/ 

Anderson Chisholm r 

Limbo Carr/ 

Sarty Cowe / 

Thompson Cousin / 

Thomas Culler/ 

D. B. Childers ' 

J'oe Cox f 

Ned Ceasar/ 

L. C. Drew ./ 

137----

55 . 00 

55 . 00 

65 . 80 

64 . 00 

39 . 8 0 

64 ,.80 

61 . 00 

54 . 00 

62 . 00 

63. 20 

63 . 40 

68 . 80 

59 . 60 

68 . 20 

62 . 00 

59 . 00 

64 . 20 

68 . 20 

69 . 60 

66 . 40 

64 . 00 

65 . 00 

61 . 60 

61 . 00 

64 . 80 

60 . 00 

66 . 40 

Samuel Foster / 
John Franc is ,....... 

Thomas Fulsom .r 

John Foley ,. 

Dick Fatt / 

Dave Fields ' 

Solomon Franklin ~ 

' . E. Gen try / 

J . M. Grayson / 

obert Grayson , Jr . ~" 

Thomas Grayson / 

Nocus Harjo / 

Totkis Harjo / 

David Harry I 

G. . Hill I 

Mitchell Hi l l " 

fi lliam HaWkins 1 

L. Co Hardr i dge / 

Joseph Howard 

Bustin Havocins / ' 

Dick Herrod/ 

Cobray Hill/ 

George Island/ 

Unah Johns on / 

Robert JoQ~son / 

John A. Jacobs -

Eli Jacobs r 

53 . 60 
67 . 80 

61 . 00 

60 . 00 

59 . 80 

56 .80 

57 . 20 

57 . 00 

55 . 00 

61 . 40 

56 . 00 

63 . 20 

59 o00 

58 . 40 

56 . 00 

62 o00 

64 . 00 

64 . 00 

64 . 00 

64 . 00 

66 . 20 

55 . 00 

61 . 00 

53 . 20 

67 . 00 

62 . 80 

65.00 



Moses J i mmerson/ 

J .c . Johnson/ 

Johnson King ... 

Jeff T. KanardJ 

Jackson King / 

London Knight / 

Thomas Larne y 1 

Henry Long ~ 

/ J . H. Land 

J . H. Lewis ' 

Burnie Mcintosh/ 

We. tie Morrison / 

Peter McNac / 

Levi Mitchell/ 

Burnie McCoser _,. 

Robert Manuel / 

Thos • W . Man ue 1 ./ 

John Myers./ 

I som Peters / 

Tim Proo tor / 

Enos Perryman / 

Robert Pond I 

Cudjo Pond ./ 

Thomas Riley / 

Dave Roberts ~ 

Ben Richard / 

H. C. Reed / 

G •• Stidham/ 

62 . 40 

65 . 20 

68 . 20 

59 o40 

56 . 00 

6lo60 

53 . 40 

62 . 20 

59 . 2 0 

63 . 40 

60 . 8 0 

?0 . 00 

56 o8 0 

5? . 20 

59 . 00 

58 . 40 

61 . 00 

5? . 00 

63 . 00 

65 . 00 

60 o60 

61 . 40 

?0 . 00 

60 . 00 

59 . 00 

56 . 40 

57 . 40 

- 2-

William Sullivan / 

Charley Si mmons "' 

Si a h / 

R . Mo Stevens' 

Bill ie Ti ger / 

Johnson E. Ti ger / 

Josie Ti ka / 

Dick Ti ger !/ 

Isaac Var;ior / 

Sandy 

Robert 

/ atson 

est/ · 

John Yarbr ough / 

Bi llie Yahola " 

Chapley Yahola / 

The . EoStidham / 

Mildred Childers / 

EoE . Childers -

illiam J i mboy _,. 

56 . 20 

62 . 00 

62 . 40 

64 . 00 

66 . 4 0 

59 . 40 

57 o8 0 

62 . 40 

66 . 60 

60 o00 

f55o 00 

48 . 00 

65 . 00 

Robert Salumber~ 69 . 80 ~~ 
( 4orsed ) Union Agency , Muskogee , Okla- a-13?- P . Porter ' s gene r a l ltrs. 



FF CE , 

skogee -ati on 

P . PORTER , rinci al Ch ief . 

33942 -A 

nd ian merrito y , ct . , 1 04 . 

To t.he onoraol e embers of the ouse of i s and arriors , 

Gentlemen : 

I am i nfo,r ed by resolution of our ouses that you ave as -

sembled in both branc h? s of t e ouncil · t.h a quor pr es nt , and 

are r eady t o re ceive s uch c o unica i ons and essag s a s I may 

have to lay before you . 

I h ere lith pre sen t to you y firs annual mesa e in my re-

sent term o f servic e . ceo pan ing ou ill fin a re or t of t he 

upe rin t enden t of uchools , and ill t r ansmit to you othe r r ep or t s 

as t he y c ome to e . 

Very respectfully , 

. Porter , 

ri noi pal C ief , • • 

( dorsed ) Union Agency , .Iuskogee , klahoma .- ,'xecut ive off ice l etter . -­
Pleasant Porters gen eral letters . 



DECUTIVE OFFICE. 

skogee Nation 

P.PORTER, Principal Chief . 

BE IT RE OLV'.lD BY T ATI L CO 

33942-B 

·uskogee , Indi an Territory , 

Okmul@Be , I . T. ct ~ 7 , 1904 . 

IL ATIO : 

That e adjourn tod ay at 12 . 00 o ' clock , t o r e -convene on . on­

day , Oct . lOth 1904 at 1 . 00 o ' clock , P • . • on account of the 

payment of the "Loyal Creek" cla im to commence ere on t hat 

date , to enable members of the Counc il to return to their homes 

and notify t he members of t eir respective to ns of the change 

in date of payment . 

Sam Grayson 
Clk. 

ldred Childers 
Clk . 

dopted ct . 7 , 1904 

James mith 

Pres ' t . • i ngs 

Alexander avis 

pk. H. of • 

BE IT RE OLV~D BY the ational Council of the uskogee ation : 

That persons , citizens of the lliusk ogee at i on , ~o are blind , 

paralyzed , ot unsound mind , cri ppled from r he atism or help­

less trom old age or any other cause , and o have no means of 

pport , shall be termed indigents of the us kogee lat i on and 

entitled to receive the annuity mic h t he Council may provide for 

, provided , that any person who is dra ing a pension from 

the United tates Government or any person ho is an offi cer of 

kogee Nation , shall no t be conside r ed eligible. 

orters general letters .--a-21----
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IT FURTHER RE OLV~D : 

That the Committee on I ndi gents s hall have authorit y to 

oall on any member of Council in order t o a s cert i n .ho shall be 

entitl ed to be enrolled on t he l ist of i ndigents . 

A. P . cKellop 
Cl erk . 

· Cl erk . 

Ado pt e d c tober 27th , l900 . 

os cl nt osh -

peaker ou e of · ~ arri ors 

Concurr ed in ctober 27th , l 900 • 

• . 1. errym.an 

r s • House of ' . 

ppr oved ovember lst , l 900 • 

• orter , 

rincipal Chie f . 

-- leasant Porters general letters .--1-21----
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November 2 ,1904 

RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That the National Auditor be and he is hereby instructed to 

furnish the National Council at its next annual session exactly 

what moneys the Creek Nation has,from what source such money 

comes, and what expenditures has been ma de by appropriation of 

the National Council and what funds if any , has been expended 

by the Interior department without National consent . 

Sam Grayson 

Clk. 

Mildred Childers 
Clk. 

Adopted Nov . 2, 1904 

James Smith , 

Presd't oHoKingso 

Concurred in Novo2,1904 

Billie Tiger 
Spk . pro tern H. of • 

(Indorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma .--a-81--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters. 
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y 

A A 

!o provide for Insurance upon th clchool Houses and other pub~ic 

buildings of the iuskogoe Nation. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE IDS OGE NATION: 

That the Superintendent of Public Instruction of the ~usko­

gee Nation be and is hereby authorized and directed to renew the 

insurance upon the school houses and other public buildings 

belonging to the Muskogee Nation ~or a period of one y ar from 

the expiration of the insurance now in force for an amount not 

less than Sixty-five Thousand , ( 55 , 000 . 00} , Dollars , the same 

to ' be prorated upon the different buildings in the same propor­

tion as formerly fi'i tten . 

BE IT FURTHER NACTED: 

That the sum of One Thousand t o Hundr ed and Forty , 

($1,240.00) Dollars be and the same is hereby tlppropriated out 

ot the general funds of the Muskoge ation for t he purpose of 

paying for the insurance on the school houses and other publ ic 

buildings belonging to the us kogee ati on , t he ' sarne to be paid 

out under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed by 

the Secretary of the Interior for the disbursement of Creek funds . 

Sam Grayson 
Clerk 

1ldred Childers 
Clerk 

Adopted ov . 2 , 1904. 

James mith 
Pres . House of Kings . 

Concurred in Nov . 3 , 1904 

Alex Davis 
p . House of arriors . 

pproved ov . 1904. 
P .Porter 
Prin .Chief . 

( dorsed) Union Agency ,Juskogee , Oklahoma .--Pleasant Porters general 
1 ttera.--1--



Land 
81877-1904. 

The Honorable , 

Department of tm Interior , 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

Washington . 
November 28 , 1904. 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir : 

33945- A 

. 1 

There is enclosed a report from Inspector ~right , dated 

NoTember 18 , 1904 , transmitting a resolution of the National 

Council of the Creek Nation, approved by the Prine ipal Chief , 

November 20 , 1904, wherein the vie7s of the National Council 

With reference to statehood are expressed . 

The resolution is as follows : 

WHERE , The Principal Chief in .his annual 

message of October 4th, 1904 to the Creek Nation­

al Council expressed the belief that it is the 

wish of the Creek people in the question of 

State- hood for the Indian Terri tory that such 

a State go,vernment should be forxood of the In­

dian Territory alone without any alliance with 

the Territory or Oklahoma; and 

~A , at a conference of the Chief Exe­

cutives of the Five Civilized Tribes held at 

Eufaula May 21st , 1903 , resolutions were unan­

imously, adopted favoring the formation of a 

State embracing the country now occupied by tbe 

~i?e CiTilized Tribes , therefore , 

BE IT RESOLVED : 

That it is the sense of the Creek National 



-~ 112 

Council t.ha t it t~ United States Government 

shall attempt to c arry out its promises of 

State-hood for too Incli an Terri tory at the next 

session of Congress the same be established 

so as to embrace only the Territory now occupied 

and owned by the so - called Five Civilized· Tribes 

of t be Indian Terri tory. 

Attached to the resolution is a letter from the Prin­

cipal Chief in which he states that the people of the Creek 

Nation are adverse to being embraced in a state including 

Oklahoma. It s eems to be the desire of the National Council 

and the Principal Chief that tba Indian Territory as now exist-

ing comprise one state . The resolution doo s not seem to 

acquire Executive a ction and it is respectfully submitted . 

Very respectfully , 

A. C. Tonner , 

Acting Commis.sioner. 

G.A.W.-L.M. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No. l0684 Received De c.2 , l904 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector for Indian Terri tory . ashington , Dec . 2,1904 . 
Secretary .----Relative to resolution of Creek Council rel ative to 
Statehood; does not require executive a cti on .----



ITD-12600-04. 

DEPA.RIMENT OF TEE INI'ERIOR , 

Washington. 
December 19,1904. 

Mr.J.Gea.Wright, 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: -

tor the Indian Terri toxy , Muskogee , 

Ind. . Ter . 

33945-B 
tJ--

The Departnent, i s in receipt of your communication 

dated December 6, 1904, transmitti~ for its consideration a 

resolution of the National Counci 1 of the Musk cgee or Creek Na­

tion, approved by its principal chief November 5th ~ 1904. Said 

resolution is as follows:-

•BE IT RESOLVED BY THE NATIONAL C OUNJIL OF THE .MUSKOOEE NATION: 

That t~ Congress of tm United S tates be and is hereby 

respectfully requested and urged to p3.ss t .00 necessary legisla­

tion w~reby tre parents or next of kin or any person having such 

minor in satisfactory charge, is empowered and authorized to 

quality and act as guardian w1 thout bond in t~ case of minors, 

imbeciles and !dots, and further, tint such guardian be required 

to submit all leases of such minors, imbeciles and !dots to the 

United States Indian Agent ror his approval as to tbe adequacy 

ot consideration as well as all other conditions, and further , 

that said Indian Agent be clot~ d and vested With full au thor! ty 

to finally annul all leases when in his judgirent the lessee has 

failed in the ~rtormance of t.OO conditions of such leases , and 

lOYYI 
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further, that t~re be no appeal from the decision of the Indian 

.Agen-t •• 

Your report was forwarded by the Acti ng Commissioner on 

Decanber 14, 1904, ho concurs in your statenent that too resolu­

tion dces not require executive acti on ; be also states that 

nuaerous suggestions f'ar legislation have been received from the 

Commission to t~ Five Civil ized Tribes , as ell as yourself 

and United States Indian Agent , which are now being considered . 

The Department concurs in t~ recanmendation t hat said resolu­

tion does not require executive action and you are instructed 

to advise the principal chief that t he matter referred to therein 

is being considered ith other subje cts upon which appropriate 

recommendations ill be made . Copy of the report of the Acting 

Commissione r is enc~osed hereWith . 

Respe ctfully, 

Thos. Ryan 

1 enclosure • Acting Secretary . 

(Endorsed) Union Agen cy No .l0??6 Received Dec . 31 ,1904 Office of 
U.S.Indian In~ector for Indian Territory. ~ashington , Dec .l9 ,1904 . 
Secretary.----Rel.to Creek ct requesting additional legislation 
relative to appointment of guardians , etc. Does not require 
executive action.----
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.January 4 , 1905 

Mr. Robert Bruner, 

Member House of arriors, Tumochussee Tom , 

Carson , I . T . 

Sir:-

You are hereby authorized to convene the town of Tumochussee 

Town at such time and place as may be most convenient to the mem­

bers of your Town , for tb.e purpose of holding an election to fill 

the vacancy occurring in the House of ings by reason of t .he death 

ot James Deere. 

Given under my hand and seal this 4th day of .January, 1905 . 

P ~Porter , 

Prin. Chief M •• 

( oraed) Union Agency press book , general letters by Principal 
Ohiet. Letter 535. Muskogee , Oklahoma.. 
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Ron. J . Bla i r 0hoenfelt , 

U .s .. Indi an Agent , 

1 uskogee , Ind . Ter . 

Dear Sir :-

. 6 

April , 19 , 1905 . 

I am in receipt of yours of pril 17th , enclosing Tr easurer ' 

check f or ~250 . 00 , in payment of rent for the us e of Capitol 

Bui l d ing at Okmulgee . I ha ve endorsed it as pe r your request , so 

you can place i t to the credit of the Creek a tion . 

Respectfully , 

P . orter , 

rin . Chief . 

April , 19 , 1905 . 

arshal Leo • Bennett , 

Muskogee , Ind . Ter. 

Dear Sir :-

I have just received the he r e · th enclosed letter from Ben 

Grayson , now Jani t or ef the Council House . The care of the 

house hen Council is not in sessi on , by contract is in your 

charge . If the repairs spoken of by Grayson are heeded , please 

have t he r epairs made so that it ill be in proper condition 

when Council meets , and take it out of the money which as to be 

used in keeping the house in repair . 

Respectfully , 
• orter--Prin . Chief . 

( dorsed ) Union Agency press bo ok , general letters by Principal 

hiat . Lett er 544. ] u~ogee , Oklahoma . 
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Gabriel Jimmison, King , 

Arkansas Colored Town , 

TO Ho IT :MAY CONCERN . 

You Will please call t~ voting members of your town t ogether 

at such time and place as will be most convenient to them , f or the 

purpose of electing to the offi ce of arrior of your tom , to fill 

the vacancy· occasione d by the death of the late Cajo Pond . 

Given under my hand and se a l at tbe Executi e Officer in 

Muskogee , Indian Terri tory , ·this 25th d ay of ay, A. D. 1905 . 

P . Porter , 

Principal Chief . 

( Clorsed} Union Agency press book, general letters by Pri ncipal 
h1et. Letter 548. MuskQgee , Oklahoma. 
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f/ "8 

I.T.D, 15734-1905. December 11, 1905 , 

U.S. Indian Inspe ctor 

Sir:-

For the Indian Territory , 

Muskogee ,. I . T. 

The Department is in receipt o f your co mmunication 

dated November 16 , l 05 , (51173- l 0 ) tr ansmitting a resolution 

or the National Council of the creek or Wuskogee ation , ap­

proved by the ri~c ipal Chief October 27 , 190 5 . r equesting the 

delegation repr esenting such Nation in a shington to urge upon 

Congress the pa ssage of legislation to provide all Creek minors 

with competent, capable , and legal guardians , and to use their 

influence to secure the pass age of such legislation as will ex-

empt from taxati n , not only t he allotment of homestead of all 

minors, but all lands inherited by any minor , such exemption to 

continue so long as said lands are surrounded by any restrictions 

hatever. 

You report that s aid resolut i on does not require execu­

tive action, and foreward (Sic) the s ame for consideration by the 

Department. 

12983 



- 2-

The Indi an offi ce for arded your report on November 22 , 

1905 , (Land 92787- 1005 ) and rerommend s that t he resolution be 

submitted to t he Comm i t t ee r ecently appoint ed to make a draft of 

appropriate legis lat i on for closing up the affairs of the Five 

Civilized Tribes i n Ind i an Territory . 

The reso l ution was referred as recommended , but no spe ­

al provision was incorporated in t he bill submitted by the 

Committee , it being deemed advisable to co nfer with the Dep:trt -

ment of Justice , whose gen t has recently been investigating the 

subject in t he Indian Terri tory , and who is expected to mal<e a 

report in t he ne ar future . 

co py of the report of the I ndian ffi ce is enclosed o 

es ct f ully , 

Thos . yan . 
Fi r s t ssis tant s ecretary o 

1 enclosure . 
Th~ugh the Commi ssioner of Indian ffairs . 

t lndarsed) Union Agency # 12983 , Re ce ived e c . 18 , 1905 . Offic e 
ot U. S. Indian Ins pector for Indi en. Terr i t ory . washi ngton , 
Dec . 11 , 1905 . s ecre t ary . Rela t ive t o Cr eek act i n referenc e to 
providing lega l guardia ns f or Creek minors , et c ; deemed advis ­
able to confer wi t h Dept . of J ustice in reference t hereto o 





EPArlT1 ENT OF THE I NTE IOR 

~~ ASHI GTON 

J nuar. 3 , 9 

The United Sta es Indi n Ins~er t or 
for t e I nd n Terr t 0r 

Musko ee , I . T. 

S 1.r : 

r:o 

The Dep rtmen s n re eir of e c mmun ~ t on from the 

Commissi ne of Indian f f a rs , da ed J nuar. ?3 , 19 rel -

tive to t he r tion of P isa fe ted Creek In ns know as 

the "Snak B no ," and e rommen nP' th tre r De Artqt mt be 

request ed to isp r h su h m 1 ta for r es as may be n cess r y 

to thP s r ene o tro b e . 

The De r men r onrurs in t he rP.romm end i nn of the Com -

missi ~ ne , and hR h R nay d e ~ sed 1ette s tn th SeQretary 

of ar and t ' e A torney Ge erA1 , ~o i es o wh ch ere en 1 s d 

her .wi h, t P'P t~er wi th a ro " o t ' e t"'ommuni ton of the 

C0mm1ss1 ne of nnian Affa r s . 

Ind. Ter. D v. 
'79 -19 l 

3 nr>losur Ps 

o. lt;'7l 
L.S. 

Copi ed GBD 
3/P-8/34 

e s e fu y 

( S ~ne cl ) 'ho • 

rt n Se t"'r e 

Enn s m n : sh 
S rre ary . Se ds 
Se,. , . of W"'- and F> ne 
rt "Snake " I n i~ns . 

n 

190 
0 

0 



(Co ) 

DEPA TMENT OF T1·1E INTE !OR 

OFFICE OF 

The Honor A.b 
The Sl3,.re 

Sir: 

y 0 

I AN f\.FFI\!HS 

e t r r. 

q l 

I A. r he h no r t o t ansm t he ew h a e m e e 

on t h 8 R f J . B Sho e fe t . In Agent 

M sco • T • ' 1 th t 

The d f f>(' eek In n 

kn rn 8 thP Sn B n h have he h e n 

visit ash ngton, h ve e tR she ove men e e ,. 

officers. Ther t h s emen hAv m rn r e on man, wh 

1ntimi te nd h tene o .he r nts 

tor ar res f fr n _ C ek In An wh h e Re e c ed 

menta. o eth r hten-The "' e ov; • 

ing res d n s of h e n r eek n . Thes e 

Indi 'l.ns e d he u ho i t s n PS t 

:rT"es t. Gr Xt" . emen r v 1 n he n hbo h ood whe e 

theseban s ,. nPreP e . I h v ende vo ed t o b 'l. d hem nd 

makP them r etur t r homes b my no C'e f ,. e no 

tronv o ,.,. m sh h s end . Un e ss vigore s 

on,.e nd t h s C'om _e l ed to 

band , 1 t i s f e d m n nno en ersons w be 11r e ed . I 

rnes y r equ st thA A rno of ,. v r b sen f m Fort 

Reno to Henr etta . M'l.rs hRll BPnnet h~~ w 1 e A, o ne y -

Gene r h De rtment of J 1 . Answ • 



The A~ent ' s st ~tem n s r P n ne ith c ert qin ne ~ s aoer 

repo:Dts wh ,. h have a p eared i n the ubli <"' -gr ess r e c ently and t~e 

Creek de l eg ti on, n ow ·n t h i s cit , hAs r eppr t ed t o this off ic e 

that t hP d i saffe ,. t ed e emen t hP Creek Nat i on is makin mu ch 

troubl e . The Principe Ch i ef f the Sem i e Na n has l s o 

repor ted t o t he s ~m e fe <"'t . Ther can be no do bt t hat 

cer t a in of t he Cr e ek I ndian s , known s the Sn ke B nd , wh oP ~r e 

mai nJ y den s e ~nor ant, nd who o e n th r t i b 

form of g overnment , h ve b ned hemselve s o e her an h~v 

pre t ende d t o have s e t up an nde endent government, n they 

defy regu l arly cons uted a hor es , no t n y of the C eek 

Na ti n b of he Un ~d. S es . The r R<"' t ons a e in j u ious in 

t he ex t r eme and unless , as s a b t he A ent i n h 8 te egr m, 

vigor ous a ,. i on i s k n , murd nd othe out a es will be 

perpe t rated . It is my op n on tha the mil tary f ces of t he 

Unit e Stat e s i n suff i<"' ent num e s sh 111 be employed a the 

earliest prac t ic ble da t o pu t a sto_ to he disturb n es by 

disarmi ng t he so - c lled 1 ght hor emen o he r e t n d gQVe n -

ment and t o c mpe them t retu he r homes and r ema ' n in 

pe a ,.e . 

I have th r efor e to r es r ful y ~ c omm nd t h t t e DeD rt -

ment r equest t he S ,. 19 r y of ~~ spA t~ su h m li t ar y 

for~es as m~y be n . s s ry to t he s cene of t e t o b e . 

:lo. lf171 

Copied GBD 
3 /28/ 34 

Ver y e s e ,. t ully 

Your ab e ent e van t 

W. A. J on s 

C mmiss ' oner 



(Copy ) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTER I OH 

ASHINGTON 

J a nu . y 3 , 90 

The Senre t a of war, 

Sir: 

4 

I have t h honor t o n los e herew' t h opy of a ommun -

cation f r m h~ Commi s s oner f Ind n A f rs d t e Janu y 

P3, 190 , n wh ch is quot e A e e ram ece ived f r om he 

Ubit ~=>n Stqt f> Ind n A en , M s ko Pe , I n · an Te ritory , 

r P1ative o he a r nns f ce t q n C eek Ind i n s known a he 

"Sn k~=> Band ," and r eque s t II h a 0 a be 

sent f rom or t H n o Hen e t 11 

The Comm i ss one of Indi~n Aff a r e ommen s t -he 

De partment qu h t' De r men II i s at ch sue mill -

tary f or ces ~ may be ne r o he s r e t he t r o ble . " 

I concur n he r e r o mendat on of t he Comm · s si oner of 

IndiAn ffA rs , and r qu~ s he. r 1 n b e 

partment in ar (' ord anc e 

8("t in con j unrt on w th 

Muskoge e an t h Un t 

de l ay. 

I h~v t ··an sm1 t P.n 

Gener'l.l. 

Ind.-Ter. Div. 
'79 -19 01 

o. 1A'71 

he r ew th , n h t 8 d 

the Un St te Ind 

ate s A eh , w1 h t h 

(' 0 of th s t t 

ae pP full 

• A. H tr' he c 

by yo r De -

mi l 't ry f o 

n t 

s os s b 

t h torn e 

e 



(Copy) 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTErl iO 

i'JASHINGT ON 

J anuary 93 , 19 

The Attorney Gener 1 

Sir: 

5 

I have the honor to n o e here J h a opy of a ommuni ­

eation rec e ved f r om the C mm i ss one of Indian A f a rs , i n 

whi(!h is quot e t egtam rece ve from he 

Indian A.Pent a usko e e , I ndiRn Terr r e a ve to t he 

a~tion of c e t n di ffect P C eek I '3n known he 

The A&r e r } PSt h t ~ tr o of r va r y be sent fr m 

For t en t Henr e t and h so st e s h " a sh 

Burne t hac ed th Att rn .. G ne " 

It is de s i r b l e ha pro t ti n be aken , and I have 

euge;es ed to the ' r ue rtment th t he troo s be r e rted 

to act in (' njunc- t n Wi s id un te a es Ind an A ent 

and the Unite a t es hal, in o h t nno ent sons 

may be pr ot e c- tPd nd s i d b nd of In ~ns be c om le to 

obey the lawf u l 

Ind. Ter. Div . 
279-1901 

o. 1671 

opied GBD 
/28/34 

t hQr i t o t e Governme 

eC" f 1 

E. A. Hi C" hc k 



DEPARTMENT OF ThE I NTERI OR 

WASHINGTON 

l 

f5 

J nuary _, 190 

United Stat es Ind i an Insned tor 
for the Indi an Terr i t or y 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

The Department i s in r e ei t of commun ~ a t ion from t he 

Commissioner of Indi n Aff i s d. ed anu _ ry 5 , 19 1 , s t ating 

that he had on the s me date sent a tele r m t the Uni t ed 

States Ind ian Agent for the Union Aeen y as fo lows : " e yin 

to your t ele r am of he twen y - fourth , ar Dep~r ment ha 

ordered troops t o sc ne of tr ub s : should h ve arrived 

yesterday." 

You are inf rmed that th Comrniss · oner has been adv · se 

that his ~t on i s a proved . A co of h ,. mmunicati m is 

inr.losed her wi th fo nformation . 

Ind. Ter. D v. 
314-1901 
1 inclosure 

L. s. 
Io. 1691 

" s ec tfu ly 

( S gne ) Tho . . Ryan 

Aa t ng Secre ry 

Endorsement : W sh n ton J n . J9 , 
S e c r e t r ;' . C o D i s of t e e , am s 
f r om nmm ' I nd . A. f irs rel~t ve 
be ing ordered to errito y 

19 1 
o Agent 
ro ops 



(Co py r:-6 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTE!t i On 

OFFICE OF IND A AI RS 

w shing n 
J anu r 5 , () 

The Honor blP 

The Se rret y of t he Interi r 

Sir: 

Referrin o my en rt of n y 3 , 19 01 , r e a tin 

telegram f r ll'en t .., oenfe , 0 he Un' n e (' e l a t v 

t disturb nr e s n the C . ek 0 ' Or>C' S ne b the lr~ w ess 

<"'ondur of he -c lle " Sn ke and to your l e f'r .te 

SAme dat adv . np; f Ol.r ~ n in the m t e , I now ha e 

the hon r to e ne t for our n .not her P.legr m from 

said a ent , t J n r 4 , as s : 

" hat ~r1 on '1 8 b en t aken ef erenC' o my l e ram t we nty-

th rd nst. , r e in u risin of Sn k .Band In jan . A arm ng 

reports are beinp: r ceiv d fr m r izens who ear t he e s rue-

tion of the r homes by f r e . u e r e t of tele ram 

from ay r of Bristow stat n h t six seven hun r ed Snake 

Indians re ¥0~ 1 w h-in six o seven m l e s of t he wn 

have threat n d to b n th wn . e s r P () s state roo 

have been ordered h C' ne of raub e . Noth n def nit e 

here ae to en t P l rr ve . " 

I haP. , th1 morn ng , w en S n e l s l l o s : 

"Replyin to .'o r tel ram of w n -f hh, ar Dep rtment 

has ordered troo s to sr ene of troubles : ho l hav ~ rive 

terd y." 

o. A9 Cno1ed GED 

Ver rl Pe ~<"'t u 1 
W. A • .Jone s , " 

C mm s ner 

d 



Prestitent McKinley 

Washington D. c. 

Dear S r: 

Hickory-town, I. T. 

JAn . 6 , 1901 

As I w nt ou to he r from me Hickory-town M skogee 

Indi an as we full - bloods as we hel a meeting t he r e as this 

the tre t y between U. S. vernment & Ind ans wa s made lon 

al ong a I m un e he treAty raise my ~hildren a I have 

alre ad r t old to you . I h ve m~ e eler t he rh .f and a so 

light horsemen ready ll to et her m de MY s n thro1g h tle 

Indian n t on but y our citizen is wha trouble me so . c ause 

my r.it i en in tr ub e o ri zen a r e s t m citizen w thou t 

anv r aus , I know o . I am oind pe f eet r gh a s wha tre t y 

was .! am not i s urb a y J . S . ove rnmen nor br eak Rny law 

whatever . I am right ne . but yo r cit1 . Bn what tr ubl e me 

so I as you s i to le t know what sue y o to trouble so . I 

wrote to you about i but it ~ ti zen . y u ha ve 

perfecl right to tend r '.t away , s I o yo . ou 

said an -one bother n ~ our n ti 0n I wou d ten to th clear 

out of my uation as 0 i d as th gent l em n what bothers me 

so his name Dr . nnett . U. S . ma sh 1 su p0se to be . A you 

see this l et te t please ns we r i t r i ht a~ a . 

A. L . S . 
Bo. 17no 

I am fri end y worker or 1usko ee Nation 

L rter Me kko 

L ~ 1a ThomRs M. N. 

Referred by Ex rutive 
eferred by Tho . rl . 

tor fo r consideration 

ansion t o Sec . of Int. 
an to U. S . Indian Insped­
~~ a ppropriate act ion. 

2/l/1901 



DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTEHI OH 

WASHINGTON 

J anu ry 29 , 190 

United States Ind i an Ins ~ ec r 

for the Ind n Terri t ry 

Musko ee, I . T. 

Sir: 

1 
l 58 

There is herewi t h inclosed for you ' nf mation a co y of 

a letter addre s sed this day o Lah- tah Mekko rel tive to his 

a~tion in 
4 

s n not ices i n he Creek at on warning Creek 

Indians not to r ent their allotments t o " f orei ners ." 

Ind. Ter. Div . 
344- 901 
1 inclosure 

No. 1703 
L. S. 
Ccttnied GBD 
3/28/ ~4 

Hes " ec fully 

(Si ned ) Tho . R. ya 

A~tine Secret ry 

Endorsement; En~loses copy f etter t ah- tah Mekko elative 

to his actions . 



iS9 
DEPAR'I !~NT OF TIE INTER I OR 

WASHINGTON 

J nu ry 9 , 1901 

Mr. Lah-t a h Me kko , 

Eufaula, Ind ian Territ ry 

Sir: 

The Dep rtm nt is n r e ~ei t of our t e l e r m t t he 

President and by him re f erred f or a s we , wher e n you stat e : 

"Some days o I h d some notic es pu u not ' fying my 

people of a l aw wh ch ' RS en r.t ed t Hi ko r G ound and pl , e 

of ~ouncil. The n ot e was war n ing t o m e o e ··aga ns 

leavin.u or r entin to ore i gners . Now hese n tic es have 

been ull ed own and de s r ayed by y r e le , r b c itizens 

of the Unit ed tat e s . Th s e not · r-e s we e ut u at Eufaula , 

Checotah, Creek N t ~n, but were d sLroyed t both 1 ces. 

Please notify me wh8t t do in t he prem s es . " 

You were dv sed b 

re~e ved . He d r e rts 

notices des C'r bed by 

Indian, or other rs 

l&VIi S of the United 

you wr ite fully." 

me 

0 1 

n, 

tes 

e hat-

"Your e eer m to he P esiden 

to s y h 

was lleg 

must ob y 

in f o r e 

your ti n os tin 

You n e e ek 

he Cu t s r.t and a 1 othe r 

n In ian Territory. W 11 

On Januarv 23 you were dvis ed by lett , in answe t o your 

telegram to t he Preside nt informin h m that y ou we r e execu tin 

our 1~ ~ . -"that the Deoar ment doe s not e~o _,nize on as 

1ncipa1 Chief of ~us o~e At n ,r and th~t th Tionorab e 



3 160 

Pleasant Porter is rer nized s ti e Pr inri al Ch ef of the 

Nation. 

You r furtl ler dvi serl hat :r:_ y resis ne e the enforce -

ment 0~ t ws nd th. re g 1 t ons of hi Dep r ment wi 1 

not be r nanr e n _ny rt foun u lty o s stin 

thP pro ,e ~ ns ed authn i 1 s w . 1 be s ve ely 

punished." 

ThP r of C ng e ss a proverl 

r lled h Curtis A~ , 

tfl es , 11 h Su reme l 

ne 98 (3 S a • , 495 ). 

'!Ommen 

Unit d 

duty o eve m 

person r esidin 

law, well a 

Sert n r-

s . ke l otrer la s of t e 

o he land , 11 an t is he 

b r of t e In i t ib s an e e ry n he r 

or beina in h I an T r or o ob ~ s id 

~ 1 th r a~ s n for ~ e n sa d Territ 

e ~ res h a s n ssagP "the 

lRws of .h v i)ns r b P S or n t ns of Ind ns sha. l not be 

enforre t w o e qu t b h r 

in I d A Terri y ." Ser i n 

first dA of 89 , r b 

s of the Un te ~ tat e s 

e~lA es hat 11 n t he 

ro~ s n In i n 1 ri ory 

h 11 b abo shed , nd no offire of i rour s sha her e-

fte lav ny u ho y wh~ ver to o erfo rn any ac t 

there ofore aut o iz ri by ny l w n ~ nne~t on with said 

ro rts, to e n y for s m ." n he rov so to 

aid sert nn s hq t shq l no be ·n forre s o the 

Creek be " nt 1 t e f rst da of r ber l8Q8 ." 

S rt one ~ nd ~3 o a d a~t n 

s~ribed by the De tm nt e de r 

the pronorti n te sh r s of member 

he reg 1 

u h 'J r z s 

of seve a 

ons e -

he Pntin~ of 

tr bes, 



4 lf) :Htzl 
d the nrovis ons of ~ 1 s e ~ i ons r e e al or r endA r nu 1 nd 

Toid any ~_ rovisi ons o t he c - ree n r n l r- t t b. r V' ~ h , 

Bes de s , as J O h ve been her f or v is onor b e 

Pleasant Porter h s been duly e l e .t e Prin c i 1 Ch i ef f sa i 

nati nn, and s r e r oenized by the De rtment s s, ch . NP t he r 

you nor any other _e son in t e Creek Na t on has a u ority 

t~ take ny a r ion , e he r b ost ng n tire o o he wi e , 

with a view f roh biting ny membe o s d ribe from renti 

his proporti on te sh re and ha o wh · h h s wi nd m n or 

chi : dr n are enti t le o non - ri i ns f he so de si es . 

The De a r t ment VI l make ever. effo t ne ss ry to s eC'ure 

the enfor~ement of the rov ons of s i d 11 Curtis Act " 

inrludin t h se r la ve o a lotment , the ro emtn of the ...., 

members of t he r i bes , the is os t ; n of th townsites , and 

the r- ol le r-ti on the r eve nes h m y be ue the C eek Nat on 

by the Unite StateR off e s dul. ointe for su h urpose . 

One com an of roops has a been s nt to the le r ritory 

for t he ur os of assiR n , re ivil off i ,.ers in he enfor e -

ment of the l aw , and wha ever m t for e be ne .essar r 

w 11 be us to e r ure he omplete nfor~ement of t he nited 

Stat es l a~ s and th regu a ens o t hi s D r mP t , and l 

persons ~harP,e w h e s i t n r bstrur the enfor r- ement 

t t e P.Of wi 1 be · ~or o 1 nr oseru e ~n , f u y ~onvi~te , 

will be s eve r l un she . 

I f ~o have bee he r eto re 

Bion relRtive to he a r ion of 

bo ing un er ny is~p e hen-

Department or the duty of he 

Creek Indians, th s rommuni r at on wi ull r P v se o h 

ete en~ e t he r e to . esne r-t fu y 
(S Pned ) E . • Hit~hroc k , Se rre ary 

-190! No • l 7 03 L. ~ • Cop ed GBD I 8/ 34 



DEPARTMf..NT OF THE I NT _ii.;H I OR 

Washing ton 

J nuar y 30 , 901 

The Uni t ed Sta s Ind. ian I nspe c tor 

f or t e IndiRn Territory 

Mus kogee , I. T. 

Sir; 

l62 

The De p tmen t B i n r e ce i pt of ~omrnun cat n fr m 

t he A~t n C mmi ss oner , d te Janu r y 8 , 190 , r e e ting 

t wo te l e r ams from th Un i ed St ates I ndi an A ent at t h 

Union Aaeney , one d t e J anuary 5 t h and the ot her J a uary 

26 th. A copy of n ~ommuni ti on s i n c s ed herewith 

fo r your infor mat on . 

Ind . Te . Div . 
3 46 - 1901 
1 i nclosur e 

L. S. 
No . 1 704 
Copied GBD 
3 / 28 / 34 

lies e t f ully 

(Si ned ) Tho . R. yan 

A ng S cre tary 



(Cop ) 2j_63 
DEPARTMENT OF THE TNT IO 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

Washin ton 
Jan ary 8 , 19 

The HonorJ:tble 

The Secret ry of th Int nr . 

Sir : 

Ref rring to previous re ports r e r ing the troub s 

existing in the C eek ~ ntry row·n out o 

conduct of the Sn ke Band , I h ve th ho o 

h AW e ss 

o r pe t the two 

telegrams r m A en Shoen e t of 

the 25th and th o er t he 

Commj s s oner of In n 
Wa h n P, n D. C. 

f · rs , 

e un·on Auen y , one da t ed 

us gee , I . T. 
nu :r 5 , 19 

RPferr nP' A(>. n se ~ret ry ' s elegr m of today e oue s in 

details of sit t on fInd ant o bl , won d s ·ate t hat pr es s 

reports ed . ow ve ~ ons ' de able xc tem nt pre-

vails amon~ e~ c e bl Indians nd wh t ren ers n So hern rt 

of Creek ation where large m jor of t i s sa fe t ed band 

are o erating . The r 1 d rs h ve nt out h a 1 the r 

ligh horseme n over ff e r n s rti n f he Nat on and st n .t:, 

notices warn ng ~ . 1 tizens w o emplo wh e ab or t h t the 

will be whipped and f ned . Seve l of t he so ~ l e ight 

horAem~nt have been arrest ed an re in j 1 here , t hey are so 

dem~nd1ng the filin certif ~ t s of fr en ly In i ns who have 

m de eele~ti on of a otmP.nts and A e des r oyinR he m. ports 



from Choctaw Nation sta e many full b o led are rongre 

in mounta n SP~ 1 ns and el ~ n offirers n order to ssist 

the Creeks. Marshall Bennett ha s the s tua ion wel n han 

and w 1 1 h h e d s und e rres t in s hort t me with t e 

assistan~ of the m 1 t y . A th s wr·t·n t s very d ff '-

c1 t to as C' e tain just how SPr ou he ur i ng s , A oca 

where thRy e hol in o nC"1.l re e fro m t he Pe ~y . y 

poli("e for~ e qr.t n~ in ~ on 1nr nn w h t hP sh l's ff -

ice and .veY·y effort [, n m o ue l d s ur b nr. . Trop s 

are said o be lan n~ at henr · tta an wil l b me y rshal l 

olicemen h w rr nts for rrest 

of all In ns who have vi o a t e w. The r v .l of the 

roops will ha e th e fe~ f nd at ne he f ct th t Govern -

ment i s n e rnest and intends to or C" e he U. S. ~aw , n 

such troo s w 11 lso ai he mA.r s hal n mak n ontem 1 t ed 

Arrests of ff nd. s . 

S o nfe t , en 

s oeee ' . T. 
n A ? , 19 (' 

Commies one of Intl an f 
ash n on • 

rsh 1 B nn t w 1 le e o-morr w Wi h e of u-

ties and In n Po ire w 1 mee r o s enr · tt a . L t 

dis~atches indi~ te in ~ t r s n Chor ation s e d 

ing . Disaffects Inni ns h v sworn n o hundred fufty 

light-horsemPn n ar at to t:> arr 

thre ten to est ro property. Have jus ordere ~ s qu of 

po iC"emen to Bristov o a sist ~ivi 

order and pr vent BRle f hisk 

uthorities n m int inin 

Ind Pn he e la band 
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1( c-:: 3 68 
- '~ t Snake Indians are now c a.mped t nr ee.tening to burn t he town. 

No. 1704 

Co p ed GBD 
3/? 8/34 

Shoenf elt, 
A en 

Ver y res e ~ tf 1 l y 

YoUft oob ed n se vant 

V. A. J ones 

C mmiss cner 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 

AS HINGTON 

U. S. Iftdian Ins ~e ctor 

for the Indi n Territory 

Musko ee , I . T. 

Sir: 

J nuary 31, 19 1 

1 

JJ)6 

You wil l find enclos e d here th for nformat on , 

presscop of e egram , dated usko ee , I . T., J an1 y 29 , 

1901, f rom Act Chairm n ixb t e Vommiss i on to he 

Five Civil ized T~ ib e s , dvisin he d artmen th si tua-

tion in t he I nd ' n te ritory wi b r e ference to d s affecte d 

Choctaws an d C eek , to ethe w h o of e tmen 

te1egr m in rep 

s pe tfully , 

( Si ne ) E war • Dawson 

Ind. Ter. v. 
391-1901 
2 enc1o s r s 

No. 1707 
L. S . 

Copied GBD 
3/28i34 

Chie rk 



(Co y of telegram) 
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Secretary of Inte r i or , 
Washing ton D. C. 

Muskogee I. T. 
J .nu y J9 , 1901 

For purposes of aseerta 'ning s itu t on inCh ~t w N ti n 

I yesternay visit d Ste hen be ts , a full blood Cho taw 

reported to be one of he pr nci als in d ' sturbance n Choctaw 

Nations at h is home bo fifteen m 1 s wes t of A ka . Rober s 

states t h t La t Ah Mic~o known a S ke th Cr ook eade nforme 

the full blood Choct aw hat the Pr sident thor zed him to 

advise his people hat they mi ht r ee st ~l ish the ir gnve nments 

under the tr e ty of Mar h twenty-fourth hteen thi~ty t wo, 

seventeenth s st1 e s hr ee sixty-eight . These Indi ns a so 

claim the ~ t h M ~o h s ·ette f om D uar tmen t omisin 

adherenc e to all treat i es which t ey cons r e to justify t he ir 

c ontention f r trea y of e i h t een hirt - wo . Robe s who 

appeared . erfect ~ n o and de l be a te stated th t he h~ 

a ppointed 1 ht hors men and a sheriff for A k~ nt . h t 

no interference ould be m e with U. S . offi ~i al s oft the r 

em loyes. qnie Bell ha been r hosen rinc pal c f and 

Stephen ~oberts se r o ~ h ef by the i saffe~ e Ch rtaws , a 

coun~ il w 11 be hel a t St nd ' ng Bo s ' rc fif een miles 

southeast of So th N~A ester , Cho A~ N n , on .B'ebrua y 

t welfth for the ~urp se of selecti a seat of g ov ernment and 

taking eithe ste s ooking to tbe ove tt~ow f pr Psent t r iba 

g overnment . Commiss on h nk the s eon e s nrere in be ef 

that they are ·ustif ed in h i s move . E forts to pr ehend or 

di train leaders insurr ~ ion r y movement b Ch c t aw tribal 

otticial unsuupor e d by Uni t ed St es milit8ry authority may 



t s eriously . 
JJj8 

Bixby 

Ar"t . Cha irman 

7::30 P. M. 

( 0 ) 

l q h n om J n . 30 9 

Bixby, Commi s s on . 

Musko e , Ind . T 

An swe r n ur e e m tw n y - ninth ns t an t ou wi 

advis e Ball nd Robe r ts tha LP.tt M c ,.. o ' s a t a t ement s 

untrue . Dep r tmen re o nize s Dukes pr nc al hi e f of Ch t w 

and Porte r p in ~" pal ~"' ief 

ted Cho c A.W 0 ·. r eks 0 s 

no OCC'Upied or in an m.q, ne 

be 1 1 ~ n 

Depar t men t . 

Ind. Te r . D v . 
391-l901 

n be 

So R · se t h 

of Cre eks . An 

P. f" s q_t s of 

0 sume t b et 

coun nan ~ n a 

m. 

E . A. H r" hr ck 

Set" t; r y 

ChA.rP'e G v t . te T. R. 

o. 17() 7 

Co i ed G:SD 
I 8/34 

ttem by d sa e 

nment othe than 

ut llori w 11 

m nn r by t e 

-
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
J 

Office of Indian Affairs , 

Washington, February 2, 1901. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior . 

Sir: 

There is enclosed herewith a report dated February 1, 

1901 , from Inspector Wright, relative to the dissatisfaction of 

certain Indians in the Indian Territory in the matter of the distri­

bution of the lands of the different tribes in sever alty to the 

members thereof. 

In said report it is stated that for several months past 

the Indians in the Creek Nation connected with the so-called "Snake 

raction" have repeatedly represented that they have been in corres­

pondence with the Department and have had sever al communications 

fran the Department r e lative to matters in the Indian Territory; 

that they have for this reason declined to recognize the Indian 

Agent or Inspector , alleging that they correspond directly with 

the Department officials in this city; that such procedure has 

had the effect of encouraging the Indians not to recognize the 

representatives of the Department for the Indian Territory or the 

Principal Chief of the Ne.t on; and Inspector Wright suggests, 

that it is desirable , where citizens of any of the Five Civilized 

Tribes ccmmunicate with the Department , that their communications 

be referred to him for appropriate action or with directions as to 

what reply he shall make to such cammunic ti ons . 

The Inspector states that from many years ' experience among 

the Sioux Indians in Dakota, where at one tirr e similar communications 

direot trom the Department to various Sioux Indians causedthem to 
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ignore the Agent's authority and therefore resulted in considerable 

disturbance, he is convinced that by proceeding as above suggested, 

trouble and ~tsunderstanding among the Indians will be averted. 

He submits the above suggestions for such considerations as 

the Department shall deem proper. 

I have carefully considered the sugge stions made by In­

spector Wright and am inclined to the opinion that said sugge stions 

are well founded. It seems t o me that wher e any disaffected members 

ot any of the tribes in the Indi ar Territory desire to correspond 

with the Department they should be required, as far as practicable, 

to do so through the Inspector for the Indian Territory, and if 

any of them should , for any reason, fail or r efuse to transmit their 

communications through the Inspee:tor, I am of the opinion that 

time can be saved and dissatisfaction avoided by referring such 

communications to the Inspector for appropriate action or, if in 

any particular case the Department should deem a reply of a par­

ticular character neces sary to any coJlDI!lunication, such oommunioation 

could be referred to the Inspector for answer, with instructions 

ralative to the nature of his answer. I have to recommend. 

therefore , that the suggestions of the Inspector rela tive to cor­

respondencewith members of any of the Five Civilized Tribes be 

followed and that he be advised of the Department's determination 

in the premises . 

Very respectfully , 
Your obedient servant , 

W. A. Jones , Commissioner . 

~e Department of the Interior concurred in above recommendation) RW 

Copy of copy attached to letter #1739 in files of Supt. Five Tribes, 
ko gee , Okla • 



D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I R. 
H IJG N . 

February 5 , 1901 . 

united Sta tes I ndian I nspe ctor 

for the Indi a n Territory , 

"uskogee , I . T. 

Sir : 

I am dir ected by the ~ e cretary to advise you th at t he De-

partment is in rece i pt of a communication f rom the Commi ssioner of 

Indian Affa irs dat ed January 31 , l 01 , repeating a telegram re -

cei ved from t he United tates Indian gent for the Union gency , 

dated January o, 1901 , as f ollows : 

"Chitto ar jo , or Crazy unake , to gether with ten others 
of his ba nd in custody of marshal Benn ett . Bennett wires me oth er 
arrests will be made and that there is no present danger of vio ­
lence. Suggest advisabi l ity of troops remaining ithin territory 
tor the pres ent . " 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
428-1901 . 

Respectfully , 

Ed ard .. Dawson . 

Chi ef Clerk. 

tEndorsed) Union Agehcy # 1732 received Feb . 18 , 1901 . office of 
u. s. Indian Inspec tor for I . T. ashington , Febr uary 5 , 1901 . 
ecret ary . uotes te l egr am of ent rel . capture of Crazy nake . 



DE P R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 
WASHI NGTON . 

Febr uary ? , 1901 . 

The U. s . Indi an I nsp e c tcr 

for t he Indi an J ~ertito~y, 

rusko gee , I . T. 

1r: 

The De p ar t ment i s in r ecei p t of your communication of Beb­

ruary 1 , 1901 , calling attent ion t o the st a tement in t h e public 

pr ess that the Ind i ans i n the I n di a n Terr itory represen t tha t they 

have been advised from the apartme nt in var i ous c ommunicat i on s con-

oerning their pre s ent st·tus ; t hat for sever a l months past the Ind­

i ans i n the Creek ation , co nnected wi th the so - c alled "Snake fac t i on" 

have repe a t edl y repr esent ed tha t the y ha ve been i n corresponden ce with 

the Departme nt and h ad r ece ived se vera l commun i cat i ons i n refe re nc e 

to their affairs , and they refu s e to re cog ni ze t he I ndian gent or 

yourself , claimi ng tha t they c orr espond dire c tly i th the of f i c i als 

a t \ ashington ; t h at such pr ocedur e has had the ef f ec t of encour agi ng 

said Indi ans n ot t o recogni ze the I ndi an gent or t he Ins p ector as 

the resprese nt at i ves (Sic ) of t he apartment , nor t he dul y elected 

principal ch ief of t he n ation . You r eco mmend tha t " ~her e c itizens 

ot any o f t he Five Civil ized Tr ibes i n t he I ndi an Ter r i t ory communi ­

cate with the Department , th a t t heir co mmun i ca ti ons be referr ed t o 

the Indian Insp ector f or a ppropri ate action , or with di re c t ions t o 

what reply is to be made to such communica tions . " 

The Commi ssi oner of I nd ian Af a i rs , in for war ding your said 

communication on Febr ua r y 2 , 1901 , s tat es t ha t he has car efully con­

sidered th e suggesti ons me de b y you and his opinion i s t hat t hey re 

ell rounded . The Cornmi s s i oner r eco •. ends " t h a t where any d i saffe cted 

-.-ware of any of t he t ribes in t he I ndian Territor y desi r e to cor res-
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pond with the apartment they s hould b e requi r ed , as far as pra cti ­

cable , to do so through the Inspector for the ! ndian Terr itory , and 

it' any of them should , fo r any reason , fail or refuse to transmit 

their communicat ions through t he Inspector '~'=** *""* t i me can be saved 

and dissatisfa ction avo ided by referring such communica tions t o the 

Inspector for appropriate a c t ion , or if in any p ar t icular case the 

Department should de'em a reply of a particular character ne c e s s ary 

to any communica t ion , such communication could be referred to the 

Inspector for answer , wi t h ins t ructio ns r el ative to the na ture of 

his answer . " He recommends tha t your suggestions r e l ative to c or r es­

pondence ith members of a ny of the Fi ve i v il ized Tribes b e f ollo wed , 

and that you be advised of the e part e nt's determination in t h e pr e­

misea . 

The attention of the apartme nt ha s been c led t o the publi ­

cation in the Indian Terri tory purporti illg t o g i ve a co py o f a le tt e 

said to have been signed by c t i g Se creta ry Ryan, re l a ti ve to the en­

forcement of the prov isions of "the tre a tiesfl , but the Department has 

no record of the receip t of the letter pur porting to h ave be en ans wer­

ed by the acting ecretary , nor any record tha t s id le tt er was 

ever written or sent to the party c l a iming to h~ve received i t . I t 

is not believed that any such letter was e ver written or sent by t re 

Oting Secretary to the pa rty as cl ai ed. 

The Dep:~.rtment , however , concurs in the recommenda tion of 

the Commissioner , approving your suggesti ons , and hereafter correspond­

til ce with ''disaffected members of a ny of the tribes in the I ndian 

Territory" will be referred by the Department to you f or suchaction 

aa may be deemed necessary in e a ch particula r ca se . 
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This , however , will not be he ld t o app l y to letter s of in qu iry 

relating to citizenship in said tr ibes or to allotment of lands to be 

made by the Commi ssi on t o the i ve Ci vilized Tribes . n eptem Jer 15 , 

1898 t he Department advised said Commission concerning letters sent 

by members of the ? ive Civilized Tr i bes of Indians , and others , rel­

ative to citi zenship i n said tribes and to al lotmen t of l ands in said 

nations t hat --

"It is the purpose of the erertment hereaf ter t o refer a ll 

such let t ers t o your Commis s ion f or your informat ion and action t ha t 

may be p ro per in the premises . The ri ters of the letters making said. 

inquiries will be duly adv ised of said r efere nc e . Should your Commis -

sion desire the vi ews of the apartment on any pa rticul a r case , you 

will req uest the same through the Commissioner of I ndi an 1..ffairs . " 

llien any co mmun i cation of the nature referred to in your let­

t er i s se nt to you f or report , you ~ il l trans it your r e por t through 

t he Commi ss i oner of Indian Affairs , in the usual anner , ll re ports 

should be made as soon as prac t icab le , and i f not nade .i t h i n t we nty 

da·s from r e cei pt of s i d l etter s , an explanation of t he cause of the 

dela y shoul d be gi ven to t he Depart en t . copy of the r eport of 

~•e Commi ss i o ner of Ind i n 1 ffair s is enclosed her ewi t b . 

espe c tfully , 

' • l:i. • Hitchcock . 
Ind.Ter . Div . ecret ary . 
-iSi-1901 . 
1 enclosure . 
(Endorsed) Union ~ency # 1739 received eb . 11 , 1901 . f f ice of 
u. • Indian I nspe ctor f or I . T. ashin; t on , ebruary 7 , 1901 . 
e4retary. ela tive t o Department a l cor r espondenc e wi th members of 

the • nake ac t ion. " 



DEPARTMENT OF 'IRE INTERIOR 
' 

Wa shington. 

February s , 1901. 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

tollowa: 

tor the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee,, I. T. 

Tpe Department is in r eceipt of a telegram as 

"Muscogee , I. T., Feb . 2 , 1901. 

To Seoy of Inter i or 
Washn D c. 

Latah Micoo known as Crazy nake and twenty associates have been 
arrested and are now lodged in Mus oogee jail . A number ot· 
allotment certificates have been surrendered to u. s . Ma.rsha1a. 

Bixby."' 

Respec tfully, 

(Signed) Thos . Ryan, 

Acting Secretary. 

Copy ot letter No . 1754 in fil es of Superintendent of Fi ve 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Okla . 



TELEGRAM Omaha , Nebr ., Feb . 8 , 1901 . 

Adjutant General , 

War Department, Washington , D. c. 

Lieut. Dixon commanding Troop A, Bighth Cavalry Indian Territory , 

is now l ocated at T, etumka . Detachments from his command accompany 

Federal officials as found neces sary . He has reported the arrest 

of some thir ty odd Creeks who have been taken by Marshal Bennett 

to Mus oogee and that he was present with Marshal Bennett and United 

Sta t es Commissioner at Council of Seminoles near Wewoka Feb . sixth 

wher e he found Governor eminoles much concerned about disturbing 

elemen t in that nation . After Council adjourned arshall Bennett 

arrested the two principal agitators, Chilly Fish and Gilbert 

Johnson on charge of conspiracy with Chitto Harjo. It is believed 

the measures being taken will be effective in restoring normal 

conditions in both Creek and Seminole country . 

Lee , Brig . Gen . 

CopJ ot copy of telegram attached to Letter No . 1796 in 
tiles ot Superintendent of ive Civilized Tribes , Muskogee . 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Washington. 

February 8, 1901. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of a copy of a telegram 

dated January 28, 1901, from Brigadier General Lee to the djjutant 

General, as follows: 

"Lieut. Dixon , comnanding Troop A, Eighth Cavalry, Henry­
etta, I. T., reports no violence by Indians and no excitement at 
Holdenville, and Eufaula peo~le not leaving their homes go anywhere 
without fear. Chitto Harjo {Crazy Snake} was arrested yest.erday 
without difficulty by Deputy ~ohnson and now held at Henrietta . 
Dixon instructed to give necessary protection to prevent destruction 
or railwa7s or bridges; so far ho acts of violence verified . " 

Respectfully, 

(signed) Thos . Ryan 

Acting Secretary . 

Co~y ot Letter No. 1?55 in files of Superintendent of Five 
Civilized Tribes , Muskogee, Okla . 



D E P . A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R. 

IASH INGTON . 

United States Indi an In~ector 

Sir: 

for the Ind i an Ter r i tory , 

Musk oge e , I . T. 

Februar y 15 , 1901 . 

The Depa rtment i s in rec ei pt of a c ommunica tion from the 

Secretary o f · ar dated February 9J 1901 , inclosing copy of a 

tel egram f rom Brigadi er General Lee , stat i ng that the measures 

taken by the \var Depar~ment wi l l be effec ti ve in restoring normal 

conditions in b oth the Cr e ek and eminole Nations . copy of 

said telegr am i s incl osed herewi t h , for your information . 

Ind . Ter . Div . 
630- 1901 . 
1 inclosure . 

Respe ctfully , 

Thos . Ry an . 
c ting Se cretary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 1796 receive d Feb. 23 , 1901 office of 
U. S . Indian Inspe ctor for Indian Terr i tory . dashington , ..! ebruay 
15 , 1901 . Sec r eta r y . Enc1oses copy of tel egr am from Gen . Lee , re l . 
Snake uprising . 



Eufaula, I. T., February 16, 190 '?!) 

The Adjutant General, 

Sirt-

follows.: 

Department of the issouri, 

Omaha, Nebraska. 

I have the honor to report the situation here today as 

Lahtah Mekko, the principal chie~ of the Creek faction 

has not yet been arrested. Marshal Bennett has special deputies look­

ing for him. His arrest is regarded as of the u~ost importance, 

and the result of the scouting by deputies and soldiers within the 

last week shows that Lahtah Mekko and some of' his followers are. 

using every means to avoid meeting the United States authorities. 

It is believed that the special deputies. may be able to make the 

arrest,. while it is scarcely possible for the troops or any regular 

well-known deputies to meet the parties. 

Lahtah Mekko is known to have made visits to the Choctaw 

Nation within the last two weeks. 

There is an armed band of Lahtah Mekko 's :party operating to 

the west or Okmulgee. A detachment of twenty men of Troop A, 8th 

Cavalry started for Okmulgee this morning. They will be joined by a 

party ot deputies from uscogee and by u. s. Marshal Bennett, U. s. 
Commissioner Sanson and mysel~ on Monda~ morning. An attempt will 

be made to arrest the leaders of the band and all other members that 

oan be found. It is not expected that the band will be found con­

centrated but scattered about in the vicinity. 

I received information today that a Creek Indian named 

Chehuelo, who was released under bond three. deys ago, has since held a 
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secret meeting with a number (est imated by various parties at rrom 

twenty to fifty) of the Lahtah Mekko faction. Chehuelo himself said 

to an inquirer that the object of the meeting was to promote the 

plan of having the full-b1oods sell their rights in the Creek Nation 

to the United States and to remove to exieo. Arter the meeting , a 

partT of twenty t o fifty (estimated) armed fUll-blood s was seen moving 

northward from the vicinity of t he meeting place. They stated to an 

inquirer that they were going to uscogee . A rumor attaches that the 

obJect of the expedition was to secure the relea se from custody of 

Chitto Harjo. This rumor given no anxiety t o the authorities . 

The work of apprehending the leaders of the Indians con­

cerned in the conspiracy headed by Chitto Harjo, and Lahtah Mekko, 

is being carried forward as rapidly as possible . It is believed that 

the arrest of Lahtah Mekko cannot be long delayed; although it seems 

probable that he may try to remain out until the result of the trial 

of Chitto Harjo is known , when he will either surrender or become 

a fugitive as may seem preferable. After the arrest of Lahtah Mekko 

and the breaking up of t he principal armed bands yet out , and any 

excitement pact that may at t end the trial of the principal per sons , 

it is believed that the civil authorities will be able to manage the 

situation without danger . 

It is interesting at the present time to note that the 

members of the Chitto Harjo raction believe that t hey will eventua1ly 

succeed in their undertaking to overthrow the present Creek Go·-ernment, 

and some of them have been heard to speak vaguely of how things would 

be atter the soldiers go away. Some of the progres sive party are 

alar..ed. I informed two of their representatives today, that if one 
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death followed as a result of the laws promulgated by the Creek 

taction Counci~ or in consequence of an at t empt on the part of 

officers or others of that faction to enforce such laws, every member 

ot Council and every officer of Chitto Harjo's and Lahtah Mekko's 

taction would be indicted for murder as being accessories before the 

act. 

It is believed that only a little time will be required 

atter the trial ar the leaders of the Creek faction t o restore 

nor.mal conditions completely. 

Very respectfully, 

H. B. Di xon 

1st Lieut. 8th Cavalry 

Commanding Troop A 

Headquarters Department of the Missouri, 
Omaha, Nebraska, February 23, 1901 

Official copy respectfully furnished the Adjutant General of the Ar.my, 

Washington, D. c. 
R. E. MICHIE 

Assistant Adjutant General in absence of Department 
Commander. 

Copied trom letter press copy attached to letter No. 1925 in office 
ot Superintendent of Five Civilized Tribes, Musk~ee, Okla. 



Muscogee, Indian Territory, 

February 26, 1901. 

The Adjutant General, 

Sir:-

Department of the Missouri, 

Omaha, Nebraska. 

I have the honor to inform you that I had a consultation 

and review of the situation here with the u. s. Marshal and the Indian 

Agent this morning. 

It appears that the line of procedure against the Creek fac­

tion Indians, is not yet definitely determined, there being legal 

difficulties in the way or the plan formulated yesterday and as re­

ported in my telegram of this morning. 

It appears that, confronted by the United States Commissioner 

yesterday, the Indians in custody, through their attorney, agreed 

to plead guilty to a statement of facts embodied in the complaint of 

the u.s. Marshal against them. This statement of facts is as· 

tollo~s:- "That one Bearfoot, ••• (and seventy-eight other Indians 

named - being only those in custody, and representing about one-fifth 

(estimated) of the men interested in the Chitto Harjo government) •• 

within the Second Commissioner's district of the Northern District 

ot the Indian Territory, on the 27th day of October, A. n. 1900, 

unlawfully, knowingly, wilfully, and feloniously did conspire, 

combine, confederate, and agree together and among themselves by 

force to prevent, hinder. and delay the execution or a certain law 

ot the United States of America, to-wit:- An Act or Congress en­

titled, ~An Act for the Protection or the People or the Indian Ter-
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2. 

ritory, and for other purposes," approved June 28th, 1898, and then 

and there, in pursuance of and to effect the object of said 

conspiracy, combination, confederation, and agreement so had and made 

as aforesaid, did organize, constitute and create a certain government 

commonly called the "Snake Government for the Muscogee or Creek Nation", 

a tribe of Indians then and there being, in violation of the Act afore­

said, and did then and there enact and promulgate certain laws prohibit­

ing and preventing the citizens of said tribe from selecting their 

respective allotments from the lands of said nation, and leasing and 

renting the same to non-citizens of said tribe as provided by said act, 

and did then and there in violation of said act, establish and create 

courts and judicial tribunals for the enforcement of rights and redress 

of wrongs according to the laws of the said Snake government, contrary 

to the form of the statute in such case made and provided, and against 

the peace and dignity o~ the Uhited States of America." 

It was the original intention of the Court to suspend the 

sentence of such Indians as had committed no overt act, and allow them 

to go to their homes; provided that they acknowledge according to 

form of law, their guilt, and recognize the disbandment of the so-called 

Snake government; and provided also that if they again become party 

to the conspiracy known as the Chitto Harjo or Crazy Snake government 

or any other party organized for a similar unlawful purpose, they should 

be re-arrested and the suspended sentence in their eases be given 

full force and effect. The maxbnum sentence in such eases would be 

a tine or $1,000 and imprisonment in a penitentiary for a term of six 

years. 
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The Chief Civil ~xecutive and military officers of the 

United States in the territory have seen in the foregoing plan a grave 

danger in that persons released on condition of good behavior might, 

through ignorance or intent, through a failure to understand their 

obligation or a non-appreciation of the evil effects of talking , or 

through criminal intent, give impetus to a movement in neighboring 

tribes that starting as a political movement would terminate in a 

conflict with the authorized government that would cost a great deal 

in time and money, if not in lives, and do incalculable har.m to material 

interests in the territory. It is not certain but what every man whose 

name is found on the rolls of the Chitto Harjo government should be 

sumnoned to appear, or failing to obey the summons sbould be brought 

into court and be made to feel the power of the law he has undertaken 

to disregard and defy. 

Not until the Court has~finitely indicated a line of action, 

and the temper and intention of the Indians of the Snake government 

still at large are known, can the solution of the difficulty in the 

Creek Nation ba deemed accomplished. 

Very respectfully, 

H. B. DIXON, 

1st Lieutenant, 8th Cavalry, Commanding. 

A TRUECOPY. 

R. E. L. Michie, 

Assistant Adjutant General. 

(Copy of letter press copy attached to letter #1942 in files or 

Supt. of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma) 



February 28, 1901 

To the Honorable 

~he Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir:-

Referring to previous correspondence in the matter of 

the disturbanoes in the Indian Territory occasioned by depredations 

or the Snake Band of outlaws, I have now the honor to enclose copy 

or a letter from the Commanding Officer of the U. s. troop which 

was sent to the scene of disturbance, dated Eufaula, I. T., February 

16, 1901, reporting the situation, in hich he expresses the 

opinion that only a little time will be required after the %xiKKixmf 

trial of the leaders of the Creek faction to completely restore normal con 

ditions. 

Very respectfully, 

1 ~nclosure. Secretary of War . 

Copy or letter press copy attached to letter NO• 1925 in office 
ot Superintendent of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 
1214:7 Washington 

March 1, 1901 

United States Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 

Muskogee, I. T. 

F. 

The Department is in receipt of a telegram by Brigadier 

General Lee dated February 26, 190~, by reference from the i djutant 

General of the Wa r Department, in which he states: 

"Lieut. Dixon, Commanding Troop A, Eighth Cavalry , reports 
today from Muskogee, I. T., •Creek faction Indians in custody arraigned 
yesterday waived examination agreeing to plead guilty of seditious 
conspiracy. Those still out will be warned to came and surrender by 
date to be fixed probably ten or fifteen days hence, individual members 
ot taction will be re-arraigned for robbery, murder and minor ofrenses 
according to case.'" 

The statements in said telegram are transmitted for your 

information. 

Ind. Tar. Div. 
837-1901 

Respectfully, 

(Sigend) Thos. Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

Co:pied from letter No. 1879 in o:ffice of Superintendent of Five 

Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



C 0 P Y. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR. 

Washington . March 12, 1901. 

Mr· H. P. Ward , 

Kiowa, Indian Territory . 

Sir: 

The Department is in receipt of your communication to 

the President, referred by him for a cknowledgment and consideration , 

in which you state that many full - blood Choctaws believe that 

Chitto Harjo, or Crazy Snake , has a letter from the President 

authorizing him to proceed under treaty of 1831, and you ask 

that the President disclaim said letter over his own signa t ure . 

It is not deemed necessary that a letter such as you re-

quest should be sent, for the reason that if said parties do not 

believe the repeated statements of officers of the Department rel a tive 

to its action in the enforcement of the act of Congress app roved 

June 26 , 1898 (30 Stat ., 495) , they would be incredulous even if they 

should see a letter whi~h bore the signature of the President thereto . 

Ind. Ter . Di v • . , 
985-1901 

Respectfully, 

THOS. RYAN , 

Acting Secretary. 

(Copy of ~opy of letter attached to letter No. 1930 in files or 
Supt. of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee , Oklahoma). 



COPY. 

DEPAR~1ENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
Office of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, March 14, 1g01. 

The Honorable 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewith a report made on 

March 8, 1901, by J. Geo. ~ right, u. s . Indian Inspector for the Indian 

Territory, enclosing a communication dated March 6, l901, from the 

u. s. Attorney for the Northern District of the Indian Territory 

advising him of the result of aations taken in connection with the 

prosecution of members of the so-called Snake band of Creek Indians. 

The attorney states that a special grand jury was called for Feb . 

28th to consider these oases and that all parties who were members 

of the Lattah Mekko government were indicted; that those that were in 

jail, to the number of about 70, including Chitto Harjo, John Kelly, 

Secretary of ;iar, and the Private Secretary to the Chief , were 

arraigned end plead guilty in the U. S court and were sentenced 

by Judge Thomas to two years' imprisonment and fined $5 ,000 each 

in two cases for the vi~lation of section 5440, R.s . u. s .; ~hat they 

were also indicted for as sault and battery and for false imprisonment 

and were sentenced to 364 days in jail at Fort Smith, Arkansas, in the 

false imprisonment case and were fined $200 each in the assault and 

battery cases; that all the sentences were~spended until the further 

order of the court and the defendants were per.mitted to go upon their 

recognizances, after taking an oath, administered by Judge Thomas, 

that theywould abandon their form of government and not attemp~ to take 

the la• into their own hands in any manner whatever and would take 

their allotments and enroll• further that the officers of the court 



a. 

unanimously agreed that this was the bes t mode of procedure , as it was 

evident that the Indians had been misled by a lawye r in ashington of 

the name of Lorenzo A. Bailey. The attorney enclosed a writing found 

~ong the papers of the Indians stating what, they should do in regard to 

certainresolutions and the Inspector forwarded the paper to this office . 

It was further stated by the attorney that a grea t many of 

the Indians were fined for carr ying pistols and were then i n jail 

serving out their sentences and t hat what might have developed into a 

serious mat ter has be en avoided and that a]l danger of insurrection 

has passed a•ay. 

The writing referred to as f oupd among the eff ects of the 

Indians is an un signed slip writt en on t he reverse side of what appears 

to be a letter head of Richards & Bailey, a firm of lawyers l ocated 

at No. 330 4 1/2 street N. W. in t his city. The said firm seems to 

be composed of James A. D. Ri chards , tho does not appear to have been 

admitted to practice before the Department, and Lorenzo A. Bailey , who 

does appear to have been so admitted. The Inspector suggests that , 

if Mr. Bailey be pract i c i ng before the apartment, he be communicated 

with on the subject. 

This o f fice is hardly willing to recommend such a c tion , be­

cause the evidence that Mr · Bailey has given these Indians advice 

detrimental to their interes t s and that he has been guilty of unprofess­

ional conduct is too slight t o warrant such action, consisting as it 

does of a lead pencil wr iting on a sheet of paper , which seems to be 

one of their letter sheets. 

It is the opini on of the Inspector and he states that i t is 

also the opinion of the U. s. Marshal and of members of the Commission 

to the Five Civilized Tribes that it is advisable to keep a military 



torce in the Indian Territory for at least six m.onths or during the 

transition period, as there will be some opposition to the allotment 

ot lands and the presence or a military force will, in the opinion 

ot the officials named, have a good effect throughout the ferritory, 

and the Inspector states that the offict~1 in command of t he troop 

would like to have some intimation of the p robable length of time 

the presence of said troop may be necessary in order that he may make 

arrangements for his stay in the Indian Territory, and the Insp ector 

therefore suggests that the ~ar Department be requested to station 

the force now in the Indian Territory ther e for such time as may be 

considered proper, with some intimation as to the length of time, in 

order that the officer in charge may be advised ani may make hia 

arrangements accordingly. 

It seems reasonable of course that the officer in charge or 

the forces in the Indian Territory would like to kn ow how long he will 

probably be stationed there and in the opinion of this office the 

presence of a troop of cavalry in the Indian Territory, stationed at 

same conv~ient point, may be advantageous and will probably prevent 

further trouble with the Indians and certainly their presence will 

be necessary tor at least six months if at all. Therefore if the 

Department deams such action proper, it is respectfully recommended 

that the Secretary of War be requested to direct that a troop of 

cavalry be stationed in the Indian Territory for at least six months. 

Concerning the other matters in the Inspector's report, 

it ia respectfully recommended that he be advised that they are 



approved. 

w.c.v.(L'e) 

4. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

W. A. JONES, 

Commissioners. 

Copy or carbon copy attached to Letter No . 1961 in files of 
Superintendent of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



3631.82 A.G.O. 

March 9, 1901 

To the Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir:-

Referring to your letter of the 16th ultimo , with refer­

ence to the retention of a portion of the military force in the 

Indian Territory until such time as there can be no question that 

the reee:nt so-called uprising has been effec·tua l ly quelled, arxl to 

Department 1 etter of the 23d ultimo, in which you were informed that 

the matter had been referred t o the Department Commander for his aetion 

and report, on receipt of which you would be further advised, I have 

now the honor to enclose copy of a communication from the Commanding 

Officer of the U. S. troops in the disturbed seetion,da ted Muscogee, 

Indian Territory, February 26, 1901, inviting special attention to 

the latter part of this report, in which the said officer remarks that 

"not until the court has definitely indicated a line of action, and the 

temper and intention of the Indians of the Snake Government still at 

large are known, can the solution of the difficulty in the Greek Nation 

be deemed accomplished.ft 

Permit me further to say that agreeably with the recommenda­

tion of the Chairman of the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes , 

in which you have concurred in your letter of the 16th ultimo, the 

Department Commander has directed the troops to remain in the Territory 

until further instructions, and the Commanding Officer has been directed 

to move his command to either uscogee or Fort Gibson whichever he 

found to be the more suitable location for the dutiea required. 
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1 Enal.osure. 

2. 

Very respectfully, 

Secretary ot War. 

1 ( g 

J' t 

(Copied tram letter press copy a t t ached to letter #1942 in files ot 

Supt ot Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



Muskogee Nation , Ind .Ter . 
June 8th, l90l . 

To the President of the U. S . America . 

His ..t!;Xcellenc y: 

I , the undersigned and the others will make an appeal 

to you for help . I like to know if it is right for tbe u.s . 

Troops to arrest and capture me and treat re a s a theif ic) 

when I am helping all I can to sa ve and cle a r my country . I 

served as a soldier in the· u •• ·ar under too trea t y ma de by t he 

u.s. and Opothle Yahole . I s aved my lavs and my Country an d 

I am keeping all the provisi ons of the treat y st i pulat i ons . 

Tbe y have no right to arre s t me under any co nsidera­

tion when I am helpi ng my country. If t hey have a r i ght I 

want to know from you about th is mat ter . If you have an 

opinion . If you t h i nk t he y have no right or justic e t o treat 

me , suspend t his annoyance in my Country . Ple a se let me know 

in a short time • 

From yours respectfully. 

Ta1sey, 

Private of 1st t . ~rancis J . Fox 
Company . lst Reg ' t . of 
Indi an Infantry Home Guar d . 
•nrolled Apr . 29th , l862 
Disc ha rged May 31 , 1865 . 

This is to certify tha t the said Talsey is doing 
justice under the treaty and you youself know it . The four tri bes 
of Indians , of the Indian Territory have been trying ith all 
their knowledge to keep the treaty stipulations , and recognize 
the treaty Choctaws , Chickasaw, Seminole and Che r okees have 
adopt this treaty to be far their la s . I Bm esteemed and 
recognized as a arrior , and you kno what t his means . Attend 

13"3 
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to this matter vii th justice. 

I am, 
Yours resp ect:t'ully 

Hotulkey Yohala 

T.he Bi g /arrior . 

P.s. Please answer me soo~;my post office addre ss is 

Illinois , Ind.Ter. 

This is all I have to remarks. 

Cod-Cha Yah ola 
Clk . 



D E P R T M B - T 0 F T H E I N T .c, R I 0 R, 

· as hi ngton . 

I . T .D. 229l-1901 . 

United States Indi an Inspector 

for the Indian Territory, 

·uskogee I . T . 

. Sir : 

June 15 , 1901 . 

. ·q 
t.. • . J 

The Department is in recei p t of your report dated J une 3 , 

1901 , in which you refe r to departmental l et t er of March 19 , 

same year , ackno ledging the recei p t of your repor t of t he 8th 

of the s ame month rela tive to the action taken in conne ct ion 

with the so-ca lled "Snake Band" of Creek India ns , herei n you 

suggested tha t the Department communicate wit h Lorenzo A. Bailey, 

a la~er of this cit y , concerni ng the memorandum h ic h a s found 

among the papers o f sai d Indians , and d ire c t i ng you to pro-

cure the resolution which was reverred t o , if possible , or 

get a true copy of the same . 

You r eport t hat you have be en unable to procure said 

resolution or any other papers that might be on f ile in 

connection therewith . You suggest that t he Department t ake 

such steps in the matter a s it deems most appropriate , and you 

also state that it might be possible to get a st a tement from 

the Indian who interpreted the conversation bet een Chitto Harjo 

and Mr . Bailey at !ashington , but up to the present time you 
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have been unable to find s a i d i nterpreter . You state that you 

will make a further effort to g et a statement concerni ng this 

conversation. 

The Commissioner of Indian Affair s for w rded your sa i d 

communication on June 10, 1901 , "for su ch a ct ion as the Depart-

ment shall cons ider necessary • " 

Your action in t he premises is app roved , and you Will 

procure the statement from said. i nterprete;r as soon as 

practicable . A copy of the Commissionerts rep ort is inclosed . 

Respe ctfully , 

E. A. Hitchcock. 

Secretary. 

1 inclosure. 

(Endorsed} Union Agency No. 2319 .Received Jun . 24 , 190l . Office of u.s . 
Indian Inspector f or Indian Territor y . a shington , J une 15 , 1901 . 
Secreta ry--- equests that Inspector procur e s t a te ment fr om i nter ­
preter who interpret ed the co nversat ion be t een Chit to Har jo and 
Mr . Bailey at '~a shington . 



DEP ARTMilliT OF Jill TIC 

UNI T.i D T T:h; HAL' S Fli'I CE , 

or t hem Di stric t , Indi a n Terri tory. 

1 usk ogee , I nd . Ter .,July 2nd ., l 901 . 

Hon . J . Geor ge . r i ght , 

U. s . I ndian I nspe ct or , 

us ko gee , I nd . mer . 

Dear ' ir: 

I have to a cknowle dge receipt of your f a vor of toda y , en ­

.clos i ng corre spondence relative t o alle ge d arre s t by United 

S tat es Tr oops of one "Tals e y , n a nd n ot e you r r eque s t to be 

advi se d if t h i s is one of t h ose who rve re a r r ested during t he 

recent so - called "Snake u ri s ing" in t he reek Nat i on . 

In r eply I beg t o a dv i se t h a t f ter very c a reful 

search of the records I am unable to i denti f y t h i s "Ta l se y" with 

any one of t hose arre sted during the na ke troub les i n J anuary 

and Fe bruary , l ast . You unders t and , of course , t h at t he Indians 

have s e ver al _name s , Yhi ch t hey use i n di s crimi natel y , hen ce i t 

may be poss i ble t hat we had t h i s man under arre s t b y some 

dif fere nt nama • The only nam e wh i ch r esembl es Ta l sey is t h a t 

of an I ndi an arr e sted nd indi ct e d under the name of Talmarsee , 

but I am qu ite sure th i s i s n ot t he man •. There w s a "Joe 

Talse" i ndic ted {not arre s ted ) in co nnec t i on ~i th t hese c ases , 

but h e live s about sixty- f ive or s event y miles North- we s t of 

Muskogee . He was a second Cap tain of too "Snake" ligh t ho r se . 

This cannot be the man as I did n ot ope r at e in t hat s ec t i on , 

and have not made any effort to apprehend th is Joe Tal se . 
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The United States Troops have not been used in making 

arrests since the last of ebruary . In f'act tmy were not 

directly used to rrake arrest at any ti:n:e , but rather went with 

myself and my deputies and acted as guards over those p ersons 

arrested by civil officers, their presence alone being deemed 

sufficient to prevent armed resistance to process . 

/hile I do not find th is man "Talsey n among t hose who 

were arrested , unless , as above stated , he was apprehended 

under another naroo , I deem it proper to say t ha t a ll persons 

arrested while t he United tates Troops were in t l-:e field , were 

taken into custody upo war ants issued ' b:Y' JUnit.ed States Comrnis-

sioners or the District Court . And in the c a ses of those 

arrested for seditious conspiracies , being those who were 

principal ringleaders in the '1Snalre uprising , n every one so 

arrested was indicted by the Grand jury and every one ple ad 

guilty in the Court to the four charges lodged against t hem. So 

tha. t if this "Talsey" was one of this lot of misguide d I ndians 

he can bave no just g rievance for they are aJLl now under senten ce 

to the penitentiary and t his sentence only_ suspended during 

their good behavior . 

Permit me to call yo ur attention to the endorsement 

made by Hotulkey Yahola , The Big larrior , as m styles himself ,, 

and who gives his postof'fice address as Illinois , Ind. Ter . This 

man is a full blood Creek Indi an who is the head of a little 

co l ony of Creek Indirums who have lived an_o~ tie Che rokee 

Imians for several years , and he is one of those who wen.t to 

Wa~ington in 1899 w1 th Lahtab Mekko and Chitto . Harjo . The 

:racts disclosed during my campaign against these people in 

January and February , last , showed t.ha t this Hotulkey Yahola 

234r3 
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was among the originators of the so-called Snake government 

and that had the. Creek Snakes succeeded in overthrowing the 

lawful govemmnt of the Creek Nation , this man Hotulkey Yahola 

was to lead tm Crerokees in open revolt , and this man and others 

of those about Illinois tation and Vian, or rather living North 

of those to ns bought large quantities of ammunition and a 

number of ne rifles just before I took the field in January 

l ast . 

I beg to also call your attention to the statement of 

this Hotulkey Yahola relative to Choctaws , Chicka saws, Seminoles 

and Cherokees having adopted "this treaty to be f or their l aws . " 

Attacmd to the correspondence is a copy of Article 14 of the 

Treaty of 1832, and this is the same article which the Creek 

Snakes depended upon to enable them to overthrow the recognized 

Creek governroont and f irmly establish themselves as the ruling 

power in this country. T.he se are tm Indians who refuse to 

accept the new order of affairs and , as I am advised and believe , 

are still endeavoring to perfect some thing of a n or ganization 

· to defeat the efforts of too United tates government in the 

settlenent of the complex questions affecting this Indian 

country. 

Until I can identify too man "Talsey" it is not 

possible for me to say more as to him , except to judge h im by 

the recommend ation of Hotulkey Yaho1a --and this is r ather to 

his discredit . 

Hotulkey Yahola is om of the Indians who visited 

asbington and conferred with Lorenzo A. Bailey, an at torney-at-law 

there, o'! which we have .had previous correspondence . 

2343 
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I shall make such inquiry as is possible to enable me 

to identify this man "Talsey," and if successful will communic ate 

w1 th you in regard to h i m. 

Very r espe ctfully, 

Leo . E . Bennett 

United S tates Marshal . 

Inclo sure returne d . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agen c y o . 2343 _ece·ived Jul.3 ,1901 Of fice of 
u . s .Indian Inspector for I nd·an rr erritary . Muskogee,July 2, 
1901 Leo E . Bennett , U. S . Marshall .----Rel . arrest by U. S . tro ops 
of one "Talsey. "----
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43880-1901 Department of the I nterior , 

OF ICE OF I IliAIJ A F .AI ' , 

' . ( .­~ ~ 

' ash i ngto n , ugust 15 , 1901 . 

The Honorable. 

The ecretary of the Interior . 

S ir : 

I have the honor to transmit here ith a report made on 

ugust 9 , 1 901 , by J . Geo • . right , u •• Indian Inspe ctor for 

the Indi an Te rri tory . 

The Inspe c tor refers to departme ntal letter of June 1 5 , 

last , and to h is r eports of arch 8 an J une of the same year 

concerning th e alleged co nnec t i on of 

of ~ashington, i t h the so - called 

. Lorenzo iley , a lawyer 

ke band of Cree k I nd ians . 

The Inspector as instru c ted to procure a statement f rom 

the I ndian who inter preted the conversation betv1een Chit to Harjo 

and Mr. Bailey. 

The I nspector t r ansmitted t report of Guy . Cobb dated 

August 3 , 1901 . . Cobb states that ~andy J ohnson is the 

interpreter .roontioned and that accordi ng to his statement -

Mr. Bailey advi sed tbe anake I ndians t hat . r . Jones , Commis ­
s i oner of Indian Affairs as des irous of having their l ands al­
lotted but t hat t he resident did not s o desire; that tl1eir old 
t r eaty should be respected and t hat t he proper course for them 
to pur sue was to elect t heir officers and admini ter t heir laws . 

Mr . Ba1.ley evidently anticipated sane oppos ition to this 
course ·but promised protection to any I nd i ans 1ho were molested 
or arre sted by the federal author i tie s . This advice was g iven 
after Mr . Bailey had been advis ed t hat t .he nake band was i n 
session electing officers and :preparing to enfo r ce the ol d Jaws 
of the Creek Iation . Mr . Johnston stated that .hen the troops 
and u . s . Mar shals made arrests he addr essed a communicat i on to 
Mr. Bailey advising him of such arrests and aski ng the promised 
protection and that be received no ans .er t hereto . 

259, 
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I qu e s t i oned tt.Johns on rel ative to the resol ut i on me nti oned 

in your l e t t er but he gave no satisfaction, he , evidentl y not 

knowi ng of an y reso l utions except such as rere adopted by 

the Sna ke band . 

The I nspector . states t.ha. t .Ir . Cobb verbally informs h im 

t hat i t was quite a difficult matter to get any informat ion 

from the interpreter and that his mEmory conc erning tbe conver­

s a ti on , &c., was not t he best and that it ould p r obab ly be 

i mpos s i b le to procure any further informati on from t he inter-

prete r. 

The Inspe c tor suggests that a.s all p ossi ble information 

h as been procured , the e partment take such action as it 

dee:mS proper . 

I n the opin ion of t h is office it is doubtful if the evi­

dence before it justif ies tbe recomme ndation for any further 

p roc ee di ngs . The Inspector has eviden tly earnest l y a ttempted 

to sec ur e evi dence wh ich ould justify proceedings of sane 

k ind against Mr . Bailey , b ut so far he has been unsucce ssful . 

It i s therefore respectfully re commended t hat no further action 

be t ake n in the premises and that Inspe c tor ·; right be so advi s ed . 

Very respec tfully , 

Your obedi ent servant, 

A. C. Tonner 

Ac ting Commissione r • 
• c. v .(B) 

(Endorsed ) Union· Agen c No . 2594 Re ceive d ug . 26 ,190l Off ice of 
u.s .In di an I nspe c tor for Indi an Terri tory; ashington, ug . l9 , 
190l.Secre t ary.----No furthe r acti on r e l. co nne c tion of Lawyer 
Bailey, of .·ashington , wi th nake I ndians , ne cessary.----



Thomas Ryan, 1 0t ing Secretary Inte r ior, 

ash i ngt on, D. c. 

Gov' t Collect. 

Sept. 26, 1901. 

Referri ng to your telegram twenty-third instant relative 

to congregat i on of Chitto Harjo and his followers at Hickory ground 

square , Revenue Inspe c tor Cobb , being in that vicinity on other 

business, was inst ructed to make personal investigation of the 

situation. He returned from there today and reports that there was 

a meeting on the twentyfourth and twentyfifth instants , participated 

in by abou t sixty ful l bl oods , pr incipally old men , Chitto Harjo 

not being pres ent . The purpose of meetin~ was to consider advisability 

or sending delegation to \ ashington , in view of the fact that they 

had been advi sed by their attorney in ashington that President had 

tailed to s i gn Creek greement within thirty days after its r tifica­

tion. The meeting was entirely peaceful . 

Al l of t he men were unarmed and there is no indication 

whatever of an uprising or disturbanae of any sort on their part . 

United St ates Marshal Benne t t and rincipal Chief Porter , after making 

diligent inquiry , concur in thinking rumor of uprising wholly unfounded . 

The name of their attorney in ashington , Cobb as unable ta 

secure. Have taken steps to obtein letter which occasioned meeting . 

J . • ZEVELY , 

Special Inspe ctor. 

Copied by RLS t r om Department al Letter Press Copy Book in office 

ot Superint endent Fi ve Tribes , MUskogee. 



I.T . D. 5091- 190l . 

Mr.Turney M. · ilkins , 

Washington , D. C. 

Sir : 

November 29 , 1901 . 

The Departmen t is in receipt of a communication f rom 

2'05 

the Commission to too Five Civilized ri bes dated ovember 

9 , 1901, forwarding for its inform ti on a lette r f rom you to 

the Speaker of too House of arriors , Creek Nati onal Counc il , 

dated May 12 , 1901 , rh i ch 'li a s furnished it b y Honor able Amos 

Mcintosh , the peaker of said house . 

Your comm1,.lnication,. among other things , urged the Creek 

people to "decide a gainst holding their lands in allot ment . " 

The Department has n ot been advised t ha t you ha ve been 

duly authorized to act for the Creek Indians, and our 

attention is called to Section 2111 of the Revised tatutes 

of t he United tates which r eads : 

"Every person who sends any talk , speech , message , or 

letter to any I ndian nation ,. t ribe , chief , or individual , 

With an i ntent to produce a contravention or i nfraction of 

any treaty or law of the United 'tates , or to d i s turb tbe 

peace and tranquillity of the United States , is liable to a 

penalty of t wo thousand dollars . n 

You are doub tless aware t hat under existi ng law and t he 

agreement ith the Creek Nation , which has been duly c onfirmed 

31 1'1 
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by Congress and the Creeks , the members of said nation will 

receive allotments of their pro rata share of the tribal 

lands, and any effort on your par t hereafte r t o prevent the. 

due execution of the law will not pass unnoticed by the 

Department. 

Re spec tfully. 

(Si gned ) Thos.Ryan , 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.311? Received Dec .9, 1901 Office 

of U. S .Indian In~ec tor, for Indian Territory. ashington , 

Nov.29, 1901. ecretary.----Rel ative t o a letter i tten 

Chitto Harjo by an att orney advi sing Indians t9 r esist 

authority of United tates ; encloses copy of l etter addre s sed 

to one tilkins .----



Ha na, I. T . 

June 19, 1906 

Dana H. Kelsey, Ind. A.gt . 

Muskogee , Ind. Ty . 

Dear Sir.-

loul d 1 i k e to info rm re quest yo u a bout the "Snake 

Up-risi ng" now- a - day s. 

The .::3nake claims that t he Depa rtment of the Interior 

of ''i a shin gton , D. c . has ad vised la ~ t wi n ter , to enforc ed the 

"Old Indian Law and he s ays , n o thing c ould be prev ent him to do 

it. 

So he ca lled men to council with him a t Hickory Ground 

near Senora I . 'I' . here lately. 

He raised a red fla g o ver wher e they hold meeting 

and they elected Foster Grayso n or Hotgun a s t heir rinci a l 

Chief and Louis in Harjo as Second chief and a lso elected 

grea. t number of Light horse men, the sane men, they had three 

or four years ago , The Snake advise the Light horse men to 

buy ammunition and prepared for enforcement of the Indian 

Law. 

It seems tha t he (snake) do not JliY any atten tion from 

you wha t you had told him to d oo 

Would like for you to stop this up-ri sing at once , 

before doing much disturbance to our citizens. 

If you can not do anythin with him ad vise me at once . 

to above named Post Office. 

2pp. 
Copied by RLW 4/6/34 

Yours Res eotfully, 

Eufa ula Harjo. 



G. H . ~'"i. rpelar 

Hanger of Tohucksy ounty, 

Choctaw Nation 

rpelar , I . ' • , June 20 1906 . 

To United States Indian _ent 

Mus k a ee , In i a n Territory 

Dear Sir:-

Chitto Har j o razy ' n ke fa cti on is holding Se c re t · 

meeting a t llen · rchib a ld Decea s ed pl a ce mouth of Sci pio 

River about 4 miles north of cipio P . o. on the 26 of June 

1906 a nd I ask you to st op this matter a t once . 

Please l et me hear fro m you 

Yours Truly 

G. H . r pe lar 

P. s . I anit to te ll you hat th ey h el d meeting for . they a re 

going to ' elect the Indi n offi cer s and enforce the Indian 

law. they claim that they got the Old Treaty Back t o their 

names 

G. H. r elar 

• L. u o 1 P • 

Co pied by RL 4/6/34 



Eufaula Ha rjo 
Hanna 1. T. 

Hanna , 1 . T., .Tune 2 o, 1906 

To United 3 ta te Ind ian Agen t 

l .. u skogee , I . T . 

Dea r Sir~-

Cr azy Snake ho l ding mee ting Fos t on Grayson and 

appoi n t ed Pos ton a s pri ncipa l of Creek ~ ation a nd I want t o 

see th i s at mouth o f Sci pio in the ~..~h oc taw ation a t ~ llen 

~rche ba l d Dec e a sed pla ce. Sa i d Poston ·ray son will ca ll Four 

mo t hers meeting a t that p lace , for purpose s to s worne in 

Choc taw a nd Ch ickasaw Chief . Choc w a nd hickasaw do not 

2( 

a p pe a r tha t da y. Said Foston Grayson Cr e ek chief iVill immedia te-

l y sen t t he li g ht horse me n t o a rrest t his a rties bring 

befo r e the sa id chief . I am afraid that they will mo lest the 

o t he r good cit'zen a nd wan t y ou t o stop t his before they 

molest any body els . ple a se l et me know ·:v h at you are . oing to 

do. 

Your s Truly , 

Eufa u l a Harjo 

.J:' . s . t his peo ple ot their o n F l a , s . 

A. L. S . l p . 

vo pied by RLV 4/6/34 



Dana H. Ke lsy 

Ind i a n A ent 

Dear Sir 

Ha nna Ind . Ter . 

July 8 1906 

'--10 . 

I informed you to a t Ch i t to Harjo or 'ra zy Snake 

they are going to me eting a t Hickory Gro und on the lOth day 

of this month and s o we wan t you t o send t he officers the>r e 

and ma ke them snake fa cti on to move or wha t ever you ca n do 

him. e are going to have a Busk wha t we mean i s we goin g to 

have a storm da ncing on tha. t time s o we o of peo ple do not 

belong to tha t facti on and wh en e ver you ~ end the officers there 

I ca n point it for you who all b elong t o t h at . So will 

close be sure and send the officers dow n 

Yo urs Truly 

Thon:a s Red 

Ill be there about tb at time. 

A, L. s . 2 pp , in office of Supt. of Five Civilized TrH>1e s. 

Copied by RLW 4/6/34 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

UNION AGENCY, 

Muskogee, Ind. T., July 17, 1906 

Hon• Dana H. Kelsey, 

Dear sir 

U. S • I • Agent , 

Muskogee, I . T . 

Your communication of the lOth i~st. was 

received on the 14th of this month It cane to late for me 

to have gone up to Hickory Ground but 1 t turned out all 

right any way as Chitto and his ga ng had no meeting on that 

date at hick- gro - ~ow i le arn tbat the roctor or 

Arlinger Faction will hold a convent ion at or near Hanna 

I. T. on the 18th and 19th of this month so i have made 

up my mind to g o up there and see how much work i can do 

up there I may be up there 3 or 4 days 

Inclosed find 

T. Reds Letter. 

Yours 

Lewis McGil bra 

Dictated 

A. L. s. 1 p. in office of Sup t. of Five Civili zed Tribes, 

Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



ZJ 9 ·"-
DEP .ARTF ... EN T 0 F TH • INTER I OR , 

United tate Indi an Service , 

Union A. t:erey , 

Eufa la, Ind. T., •ug . 18 1 1906 

Mr . Lan H. Kelsey 

Musco gee , I . T. 

Dear Sir : 

I beg to state that the Snake India ns a re e lecting 

officers, Light horsemen Warriors a nd a ll necessary Officers 

for the purpose of lnau.Qurating a ,.overnment of their own . 

I learn this from ood author ity . I underst and their officers 

are to be inst lled the 4th o:f Mar . 190? . I am informed of 

the above f a cts by one who cl a ims he is a m ber o f the Li h t 

Horse . The Town of est Eufa ula is a lready pr e p3.red t o 

meet as a bove rre ntioned .. ha t is ca lled thei r anua l council 

wi 11 meet at Hickory ~round on Aug . 20 . ay l as t 10 da ys 

or m::>re . I am :>oing out there Tues day the 21st if you have 

any instructions please send them to me before then . I am 

your obediant servant 

Lewis McGil bra 

A, L . s , 1 p . in off ice of Supt . of Five i v ilized Tribes . 

Copied by RLW 4 /6/34 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 2 ' 
' 

United States Indian Service , 

UNION AGENCY , 

Eufaula, lnd · T ., Aug . 27 , 1906 

Ron • Dana H . Kelsey, 

Dear Sir: 

United States Indian Agent, 

Muskog ee, I . T . 

I thought I would write you a letter, this eve -

while I am here . I am down here to get a rig to go out west 

council at Hickory Grotmd they will scatter to morrow - I 

am. aim to be out there to have a long talk with the man they 

called Chief and see what I can learn from him. I have been 

to several people and talked with them and sever al others . 

they all wrong I see and sCJD.e still on contrary list_ 

I have no more papers givin g to any of them . I j ust only 

talk to them. as think is best , nothing m:>re ins truction 

from you, the letters you sent to them by ~ , they have done 

good deal good , several others , and I ha te to lay low till 

they all back again . therefore I have been with v·ery often 

anything else you may suggest to me on t~is l ine I will be 

r eady any time . 

So I will close by this time . 

I am your obedient servant , 

Lewis McGilbra (U. s . I . P .) 

A. L. s . 2 pp, in office of Supt . of F ive Civilized Tribes , 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/ll/34 



(Copy) 

WASHINGTON D. C. 

October 26., 1908. 

Mr. J. Jal ter Mit che 11 , 
Washington "Star" 

J 

Washington , D. C. 

Dear Sir:: 

I am much obliged for your letter of October 23rd 

and the letter which were enclosed in it, - one from John 

Smith, an Indian living at Wewoka , Oklahoma, to you, a nd another 

from. Willie Yahola, of the same place, to me. You will remem­

ber that when Eufaula Harjo and another Creek Indian called upon 

me in your company a little while ago , r tried v:ery h ard (but 

as l explained t o y ou at t h e tine , almost hopelessly) to 

make Harjo and his comrades understand that as far as human 

foresight could tell there 1 s no iota of ground for belief 

that Congress will or can at this late day rescind its action 

in dividing the tribal land in severalty among the members of 

the Five Civilized Tribes, and as soon as compatible with the 

welfare of the Indians , di S 'J osi ng of any residue of that land 

and distributing the remaining funds in the Treasury or the 

United states among the Ind i ana . Whether such action by 

Congress was imompa tible with the Treaty of 1830- whether 

it was unfair to the Indians and against their welfare , -

whether it will lead to the destruction of the Indians- of the 

Five Civilized Tribes,- I did not attempt to argue. I 

declared and reiterated the one great fundamental truth that 

Congress haa the paRer. whether right or wrong, to do this 

ghing and ccmgress has done it. You will remember that I 
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also attempted to impress upoo Eufaula Harjo that ordinary 

ccmmon sense demands that the Indians should discover where 

their allotments are and obtain from them a living ret urn 

it that is possible. either by leasing to others or by cul­

tivating them themselves . I also, after admitting that the 

Treaty of 1830 provided that the Indian Terri tory should 

never be inco r porated within the limits of a state of the Union , 

called to his attention the fact that Congress haq ~~ whether 

right or wrong, created the state of Oklahoma inc 1 uding within 

it all the land of the Five Civilized Tribes, and that the 

most ignorant of persons who can see or kmw, as Harjo must , 

that· the State of Oklahoma is under full sway with its gover-

nor, its legislature, its Constitution, its laws, its system 

ot courts and schools,- that the JIDst. ignorant p erson, I 

repeat, seeing a nd knowing this, cauld not. ho pe that Congress 

will rescind its aation. 

While in Oklahoma I explained very carefully at 

many meetings of full-b~ood Indians that since the tate of 

Oklahoma exists and they are citizens of that State, they 

must obe)T the laws and each one bear his share of the burden 

which must f all upon each and every citizen. I assure them, 

and they can be assured over and over again,. that it is not 

legally possible for the State a utho ri ties to 1 evy any 

different rate of tax on the Indians or demand any different 

kind of service from them than is expected trcm their white 

neighbors . 
The Indians have exactly the sffine exemptions from 

taxes as their white neighbors , - namely , appr a ising the 

property , as I understand it , to the amourtt of $100 • All 



three - qt8rter and full-blood Indians ot the Five Civilized 

Tribes also have complete exemption from taxation on their 

land until such time as restrictions may- hereafter be re­

moved by the Secretary of the Interior . 

On the other hand the ndians must w or.k out their 

road tax, and for their own good as well as the good of.' the 

community the7 should do this cheerfully . It means work, to 

be sure , but only work for a few days. The white man must 

do the smne arito un t and class of work . It is over in a short 
I 

time. The roads are better,- the I ndians have done their part 

and should be glad of it, If they do not do this they are 

subject to the same punishment-perhaps a fine, and imprison-

ment until the fine is paid- as their white neighhors if 

they refuse to do their work . 

If the lndi an s refuse to disc lose to the tax 

assessor the amount of their personal property here again they 

are liabl e to the same punishment , no more and no less, as 

their white nei ghbors who thus refuse . 

I f the Indians ' horses , cattle , sheep or hogs 

stray through the land of their neighbors in those counties 

where the law requires the owner of such stoo k to fence them 

in , t he Indians are liable to the same ~oss , by what is known 

as impounding and the s a le of enol_.\gh of the stook to pay the 

damages , as their white re ighbors , - no more and no less . 

Of crurse , if the Indians break any of the laws o'f 

the state by stealing ccmmit ting perj ury as witnesses , be­

comins drunk and disorderly , or canmitting assault and murder , 

the y are liabl e to t h e sane penalties as their white nei h-
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bors, -no more and no less. 

If the State authorities arrest Indian for failure 

to work on the roads, f ailure to disclose their property to 

the tax assessor, or any other offence when the Indian did 
not know that he had committed such an offence, or that the 
law required him to do such thing , it is very unfortunate. 
It would be better for the road master and the tax assessors 

to be very patient i n expla ining to the lndians a bout these 

matters, However, it is impossible for the Federal authori-

ties to protect the Indians from such arrest, fine and impris­

onment if the proper ms. g istrates or juries f ind, after con­

sidering the case,. that the Indian has violated the law, and 

it the same punishment could have been administered to a wbi te 

man tmder the same circumstances? 

The District Agents are instructed, and I know they 

are trying to carry out their instructions, to inform the 

Indians as readily as possible of their duties as citizens,-

to urge upon. them to wcrk on the roads when the law requires 

it just as. their white neighbors,- to disclose the full amount 

of their personal property to the tax assessor when he comes 

to ask about it,- to take pains to s ave up the mall amount of 

money necessaty to pay these personal taxes,- to build fences, 

to restrain their stock in those counties where the law de­

mands it,- to terrain absolutely from drinking intoxicating 

liquors because the laws of the ' tate of Oklahoma forbid it,­

to conduct themselves in a peacable way toward everybody un­

less self-defence should require other action,- and to see to 

ii that their children attend the public schools, urging them 
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to be cheerful in their attitude toward the teacher and 

the lessons imposed by the teacher, and evel!'ll more cheerful 

and friendly toward the white children who, if they are 

thoughtless in the treatment of the red children, wi ll soarr 

get to be the 1r best friends' if they- find their red neighbors 

kind and friendly. 

I urge a 11 this up en the attention of Eufaula Harjo 

and his com rads and a ny other Indians whan you my be able 

to reach, not because of any advantage which suc h action will 

bring to me or anybody in whom I am interested , but because 

the happiness, propperity and even l ife of the Indians as 

Indians depend upon their ability to cheerfully take up the 

duties and burdens of citizenship. I myself was reared in 

the country and every year before I left there was ready and 

glad to work out my r oad tax just as the Indians are required 

to do in Oltlahana. There is no degradation or hardship about 

it, President Roosevelt today would cheerfully do t he same 

thing if circumstances demanded 1 t. 

Therefore, I urge through you that the Indians, 

try to find out what their duties are, and that if t hey are 

sometimes treated wrong as some times happens to some white 

people, they nevertheless make the best of it for the time 

knowing that ultimately when the fact that their votes count 

and they CBn influence elections, - when the fact that they 

are property' holders and are adding to the welfare of the 

state,- and when the fact that they are fine, manly, intell­

igent hUJil8l1 'beings comes to be k.:oown, they will certainly 

in the near future take their places as a very useful, 
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happy and pros perous part of the ' tate of Oklahoma. 

Future generations throughout the Unit.ed States will un­

doubtedly claim with pride that among their ancrestors there 

were members of the Five Civilized Tribes of Indians . 

The India ns should rememb er with satisfaction that 

of the uenators and re presentatives of Congress there are two 

senators and one or more representatives of I ndian blood. 

and one other representative at least who is an intermarried 

white enro lled as a member of the Five Civilized Tribes . I 

enclose with this severa 1 car bon copies in order that., if 

you wish, you my send them to John Smith , of Wewoka,. or 

others who write to you, for their information. Tf they 

cannot find what their duty is from their neighbors white 

or red, they should call upon the district agents for their 

district, whose duty it is to give them such information . 

I am sending a copy of this letter to lil lie Yahola, ot 

wewoka , for his information . 

Very truly yours , 

(Signed) Geo. W. WQODRUFF , 

Assistant Attorney-General 

Copy of carbon coP-Y in file of Supt• of Fi ve Civilized Tribes . 
Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

UNION AGENCY, 

Muskogee, Ind. T., Sept. 18, 1906 

Dana H. Kels~, 

.u.s. Ind. Agent, 

Muskogee. 

Dear Sir I enclosed you the list of Snake Indians 

and Post Office a ddress. 

I hope this list will be alright. 

Yours Respectfully, 

(Signed) Lewis McGilbra 

Indian Police 
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THE NAMES OF SNAKE BAND. 

Rabbit Johnson 

Sanger Beaver 

Edward scott 

Adam Manly 

Isaac Manly 

James Charley 

Ben Thompson 

Harley Thomas 

Micco Hill 

l~Ucher Harjo 

John Hill 

William Given 

Robert Given 

Louis Proctor 

Killie Proctor 

Earnest Gouge 

Thomas Red 

Arlinger 

J.Utcher Higlar 

Robert Fish 

Isman Richard 

Arbraa Mointos h 

Riley lolfe 

John Timothy 

Abe Grayson 

John starvey 

Bilis Harjo 

Eufaula I. T. 

" " " 

" " " 

" " " 
M.eUette. I• T. 

Eufaula, I. T. 

Juf aula , I • T. 

Eufaula, I. T. 

Eufaula, I. T. 

Eufaula , I. T. 

" " 
Mellette. l. T. 

" " 
Hanna, I. T. 

" I. T. 

Hanna, I. T. 

" " 

" " 
Trenton, I. T. 

Brush Hill, I. T. 

Brush Hill, I. T. 

" " " 
Checotah, I. T. 

Brush Hill, 1. T. 

" 

" " " 
Seno ra , 1 • T. 



Sam Elm rth la 

Lewis Yarteker 

Dick Col bert 

George Scot\ 

Dave Samson 

Simon Killer 

Censer Green 

Sam Herrod 

Artus Elehomattey 

Wa shington Riley 

Lewis Riley 

Cheesie Riley 

Ethlo Harjo 

Daniel Colbert 

John Baker 

Tuffer 

James Smith 

James Gray 

George Simmons 

Big Wi lliam 

Sam Laslie 

Echo Fix ico 

Sandy Five 

Amos Fisher 

Micksie Five 

~acob Larney 

3. 

.zo ""' .,.., 

Senora, I. T. 

" " 

" " 
" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 

" " 
Henryetta, I • T. 

Senora, I . T. 

Mellette, I. T. 

" " 
Senora, I. T . 

" " 
leleeka, I. T . 

Trenton, I. T. 

Car son , I . T . 

Hanna. , I • T • 

Trenton, I . T . 

Hanna , I. T . 

Hanna , I . T . 

Dustin, I . T . 

Dustin, I . T . 

Sap ul J:S., I • T . 

Weleeka, I . T. 

Mele t t e, I • T • 



J'aokson Tiger 

Mart in Smith 

Roberson Starr 

Gotcher Chupko or Long Tiger 

George Hicks 

Osar Harjo 

Ossage Yahola 

Thomas Hicks 

Mitchel Roberts 

Cholika Roberts 

Pin Har jochee 

Alberta Harjochee 

Perhos Yahola 

Lumber Billy 

Simmon Billy 

Jrtacsey Coser 

4 . 

Burney , I. T . 

Huffman, I • T • 

Hanna , I . T. 

Trenton , I. T. 

Morse, I. T. 

" " 
Arkfuskey, I. T . 

" " 

" " 
Arkfuskey, I . T. 

Okemah, I . T. 

" " 

" " 
Eufaula, I. T. 

It " 
~ " 

A. L. s . 4 pp. In Office of Supt. of Five Civili z ed Tribes. 

Copied by RLW 4/7/34 



~ESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

Govt. rat e - Colleat. 

~tcAl ester, k l a ., March 26, 1909. 

Commissioner India n . ff a irs, 

Washi ngton, D. c. 

Attempted arrest a lleged c r imim 1 n egro es ca mp ed Hickory 

Ground near Henryetta re sulted in ba ttle with officers 

yesterday. s eve ra l ne groes k illed and v ounded. Ent i re 1y 

negro affa ir. No trouble with Indians. 

KELS EY - gent. 

POST l TEL EGR PH - CABLE CO P NY 
March 28 , 1901 

Secreta17 I n terior, 

Wa shi ngton, D. C. 

Answer in g teleg ram twen tys eventh my wi r e t wentys ixth to Indi an 

Office covered first difficulty; on my return to Musko gee l a st 

night learn county officia ls believing Cra zy Snake re sp on s i ble 

for negro assembly a nd trouble a t Henryett a sen t posse west 

of Checotah to arrest him; of f icers we r e ambushed a nd t wo 

killed last night; impossible to a scerta in whether this shoot-

ing by negroes escaped from Henrye tta or by s ome Snake fa c t i on; 

District Agent a nd t wo other employes yeste r day drove through 

country to Henryetta a nd report no excit ement amon g I n di a n s , a nd 

absolutely no danger of trouble between Snake and Eufa u la 

Harjo factions, Governor has ordered five compan ies mi litia 
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to Helll'yetta today, about two hundred men; this will quiet 

excitement. District gent will accompany state officers 

and troops in field to counsel Indians and keep us informed . 

Judge Ryan and I will keep close touch with . situat ion; 

and advise you further developments . 

KELSEY A ent 

. . . 
THE POST TELEGRAPH - CABLE C 0Jv1P Y 

Washington D. C. March 28th - 09 

Kelsey 

A ent 

t His Ho se , 

Musk a ee , kla. 

Keep me in c~os e touch with ythin g that co n cerns hi ckory 

ground trou ble • 

Val en tine , Acti ng ' ommis si oner . 10 :11 M 

... 
.. ·ES E N UNION TELEGRAPH 

ashin ton , D. C. Mc h. 2?th-09 

Kelsey , Indi a n gent , Union Agency, 

Mus ka ee , Okla . 

department advised snake Indians nd Negroes buyin ammunition 

trouble feared between them and Ful l Blood s who a k protection 

through Eufaula parjo (Hal·jo) wha t are facts a nd cond itions . 

Ballin er. becy. -- 10: 31 p . m. 

Copy of copies of t elegrams . 

Copied by H. L. VI . 4/6/34 
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'',estern Union Telegraph om any 

Ka nsas City Mo . March 2 9th-1909 

Dana II . Kelsey , Indian .Ag ent , 
Indiano l a Bld ., us kogee , Okla . 

Can you rush me a statement on nake l ndian uprising a nd 

latest development s or the Kansas 'i ty Post . 

h tJ.nno n o unt joy - 102o 

.... 
ost 1 Tele r · ph- ble ompany 

March 2 9 , 1909 

Commissioner ndian ffa irs , 

v:ash ington , D. • 

Militia camped Eickory Ground last ni~ht nd tod y be n 

searchi ng country f or Crazy Snake and outlaw n egroes and 

arrested thirteen Snake Indians f ound in a e , pra c t i cally 

unarmed. No report of any conf licts S unday or Monday . Tele-

phonic conversation. e ight o ' c lock toni ,ht with our repre sent -

tives just returned frcm mil it ia camp in dicate a ll quiet now , 

but re orted that vrazy Snake with some fo llo ers are e nc am ed 

about eight miles from Hick ory Ground , a nd a t temp t will be 

made to arrest t~em tomo rrow . Son of r zy 'nake a rrest 

states t wo officers killed were shot by In ian when ttem t 

was made to rrest nake at his home. 

Department officers in field ith state authorities 

have instructions to use every effort to a llay excite ~en t , re-

store confidence and suppress disorder, a nd keep J ude Ryan 

and mysel1' ac curat ely informed of exact c onditions in d ifferent 
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l ocalities . Meny wild r umor s afl oat but thorou h inve t i gation 

of e v ery detail of the disturbance ill be made ear ]y as 

pos s i ble and full report prompt l y s ubmitted . I shal l . visi t 

c amp t anor row . 

KELSEY , i ent . 

. . . . .. 
·· est ern Un ion Tele r a ph Co pany 

Henryett a , 1arch 30 , 1909 . 

Commissioner Indi a n ~· ffa irs 

Washing ton , D. c . 

Just returned from i 1 i tia camp . 11 q uiet . No f urther 

shoo ting or disturbances . Sever a l par ti es o ut after Snake 

and negroes want ed . Severa l more Snake Indi a ns t a ken into 

custody without resistance . 

EI. .. SEY
1 

- • gent . 

TEE POS TAL T-::-r..EGR - H - CAB lE C Q,IT' NY 

Washington D. c. .ch 3 l st - 09 

Kel sey , A ent Through Yl righ t ommi ssioner , 

· usko ,ee, Okla . 

Keep me in closest t o uc h 'l ith any possib le relati ons to 

pre sent troub les of innocent or mis ,uided india ns who should 

ha. ve any kind of s upport or help from us . 

Valent ine , ~ctin o is s ioner 124 FM 
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POST.tU. T!:J..SGRAPH - CABLE OMPANY 

Muskogee , Ma rch 3 1, 1909 

Commissioner Indi a n .L f fa irs, 

1ashing ton, D. C . 

No further developments 'nake trouble today exce p t a rrest 

occasion l ne gro. Off icer s and militia still searching f or 

Crazy 0nake. Orders issued by militia commander are that no 

one shall be a rrested except they be in camp away from home 

without s tis fa ctory exp l anat i on bear ing arms or ha rboring 

criminals. · 11 ar rests t hu s far in cinto sh ounty . , e have 

conf'erred ·ith Count y ~.. ttorney looking to he l p being g iven 

innocent full blocxis t o effe c t the ir p eedy rel ease soon a s 

excit ement quieted . ' tate au thorities constant ly confer with 

our ~n a nd upon t he ir sug est ion release any In di a n c lmrly 

sh ow n n ot to be in a ny way connec ted with or re ponsib le 

present diff iculty. If a ny fu rther sug est ion, pleac:::e wire o 

KEL SEY - A en t • 

. . . . . . . 
Pencil note 

Bynum to Da na I • ~:el sey , • u • .H.gent. 

"I am serd i n back John BroJKn , I nd i an Pol icema n , 

as his pre sence is stir r ing u p matt ers . One sheriff Vllan t s to 

arrest him fo:r connection 1: i th Sna ke movement. I could not 

use telephone as everything over it is pub lic. Taylor ca n 

be used. I think bito Har jo · ill s urre nder within a hort 

time. I suggest th t the i nd i a ns in j a il '1 t ..... u 3 u l e be l ooked 

after." 

Copies of copies in offi ce of Supt. i ve Tribes . Copied by RLW 
4./6/'34 



DEPARTMENT OF 'IRE INTERIOR 

United States lndi an Serv1 ce, 

Union Agency, 
535 Conditions at 

Hickory Ground 
Meeting place. Okmulgee, Oklahoma, March 26th, 1909. 

Hon• Dana H. Kelsey, 
U. s. Indian Agent. 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

Sir:-

I have the honor to report that in compliance with 

your instructions receive d over the phone on March 25th, 1909, 

I proceeded at cnce to Henryetta to investigat e the condition at 

Hickorr.-ground camp meeting plaoe, about seven miles below 

Henryetta, rro m which plaoe r eports had been sent out t hat the 

Indians and others there assembled had cane in conflict with the 

civil authorities of the s tate. 

I found upon my arrival at Henryetta, that t he 

reports first circulated had been very much exaggerated; tha t one 

white man, named Timothy Fowler, was seriously wounded, one negro 

killed and a number of other s wounded, the exact number I c ould 

not learn, 

The trouble grew out or an at tempt on the part of an 

officer or officers armed with search warrants, to search the 

tents and buildings at and near the camp ground for the purpose 

of locating meat alleged to have been s tolen from some person 

in that vicinity. About fortr arrests were made yesterday and 

the prisoners t aken to the county jail of Mcintosh County. I am 

informed that but one lndi a n was included in the number of per s ons 

arrested, the others were negroes and mostly non-e i tizens. 
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I found upon my arrival at Hickory-groond on the 

morning of the 26th, the next day following the difficulty, that 

the camp ground was abandoned; that there were no Indians present 

when the difficulty occurred and the negroes who escaped the 

vigilance of the officers are now in hiding. I secured the 

services of George Tiger of Henryetta as interpreter and through 

him, I talked to a number of Indians in that neighborhood, all 

of whom state that all the tents and bui~dings and other proper­

ty located at Hickory-ground meeting place belong to negroes; 

that the Indians have no property there whatever,. and that the 

negroes who own the tents and buildings are what they call 

state niggers. 

I found the sheriff of Mcintosh Coun-cy on the grounds 

with a number of deputies a IIl he seemed to have the matter under 

complete control. He is making every effort within his power 

to suppress lawlessness and to restore order. 

I was informed by the Indians with hom I talked 

that Chitto Harjo, ccmmonly called "Crazy Snake" was expected 

on the grounds to day to address his followers. I advised the 

Indians not to remain upon the grounds, but to go to their 

respective homes and to this they promptly agreed. Sheriff 

Odum of Mcintosh County stated to me that if Crazy Snake appeared 

there for the purpose of making a speech, he would promptly 

arrest h1a. 

The Indians are not in the remotest degree connected 

with the difficulty that has occurred at Hickory-ground. That 
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place has for the past eight or nine months been a rendezvous 

for disreputable negroes who assemble there for no purpose 

other than to prey upon the Indians and law abiding Freedmen 

who live in that vicinity. It seems that the white people in 

that neighborhood are not entirely blameless; in their present 

temper everything is e~aggerated, and acts that would under 

ordinary conditions possess no significance are seized upon for 

the purpose of inciting the white people against the Indians 

and negroes assembled. at Hickory-grrund. This has gone on until 

the people have becane so excited and alarmed that collisions 

will occur as long as that place is used as a meeting place for 

the Indians. 

I am informed that the camp is on the allotment of 

a deceased Indian; that this allotment descended to a minor for 

whan Ed Garner of Hanna is guardian. I mn writing Mr. Garner 

relative to the matter and suggesting that he take possession 

o'! the a llot~nt and clear the grounds of all tents and buildings 

ot every kind and character. This in my \).udgment, is the only 

way to stop the trouble. 

TJF/CEB. 

Respe at fully, 

{signed) Thorms J. Farrar 

District Agent. 

L. s. 2 pp, on file in office ot Supt. of Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 



DEPAR'Im:NT OF THE INTERIOR • 
United States Indian Service , 

Union Agenc:y , 

Checotah, Oklahoma, March 26, 1909 

Dana H. Kelsey, 

Sir: 

United States Indian Agent, 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

I have the honor to report that in the controversy 

between the county officers of Mcintosh county, and the negroes 

congregated at Hickory Ground near Henryetta, on March 25, 1909, 

in which several persons were shot and mortally wounded, that 

this trouble should not be attributed to the raul t of the 

so~called faction of Snake India ns, for the reason that for some 

time past the Snake faction of Indians have had no meeting on 

these grounds, but that ever since July, 1908, there has been 

q u1 te a number of negroes who call themselves Snake Indians and 

also a number of State negroes who are ~gitives rrom justice 

that have congregated on these grounds, and so far the officers 

have been unable to remove them• By these negroes being camped 

on the ground, and several of them have erected board dwellings, 

it has been a very common habit o~ practice for these fugitive 

negroes to secrete themselv:es among these people, thereby causing 

the peace officers more or less trouble and annoyance in trying 

to apprehend them for the reason that these negroes would hide 

and protect them and not furnish any information to the officers 

who were trying to apprehend them, 
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The sheriffs of Mcintosh, Muskogee and Okmulgee 

counties have at different times advised me of persons for whom 

they had warrants, and who they believed were hiding in or near 

this camp. On two different occasions I ace anpanied these 

officers to the grounds and helped them arrest the persons for 

whcm they had warrants without a ny trouble whatever. There is 

no doubt but what a great many negroes who have violated the 

law have been DBking this their hiding place for sometime, and 

consequently the officers have become more or less aggravated 

and in my opinion there was a great deal of unnecessary shooting 

took place on the 25th inst. To a certai n extent the Snake 

faction or Indians are responsible for these negroes being con-

grega ted at this place, but they shou lei in no manner be held re­

sponsible for this fight which took plaoe on the above mentioned 

date. 

I have at no tine in my vis its to the camp of the 

Snake faction of Indians (and they have been many) had any trouble 

nor the least resemblance of trouble with the Indians. 

1 have this day been in cc:mnand with the counti7 

attorney of cintosh county re l a tive to having the four or 

five rullblood Indians who were captured and made prisoner at the 

time of the battle with these negroes, if found not to be at 

fault, which will be done, released, and he informed me that 

when the preliminary would be had he would advise me or your 

office so that we can be present and protect these i gnorant 

full blood Indians in their rights if' they were just, so that 

in the event that they were not in any way responsible they would 
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be released, and fran reliable information, I do not think 

that they are in any way to blame. 

The trouble originated from the serving of a search 

warrant on some negroes that were camped on the ground and 

when the controver sy had begun it gave a good e xcuse for malicious 

shooting and in my opinion there was a great deal ot t his done. 

I shall make a personal trip, Sunday, March 28, 

1909, to Hickory Ground and try to ascertain all the particulars 

relative to this case. 

ELG. 

Respectfully, 

(signed ) Fred s . Cook 

District Agent. 

L. s. 3pp. On file in office of Supt. of Five Civ ilized Tribe s, 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 
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POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY, 

Govt. Collect. 

Commissioner Indian Af'fai rs, 

Washington, D. c. 

March 28, 1908. 

see my telegram this morning answering ecretary•a 

1nq uiry about Henryetta trouble. 

KELSEY, Agent . 

Copied by HLW 4/9/34 

Copy of copy in office ot Supt. Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. 



Shannon Mountjoy, 

Kansas City, Mo. 

WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 

Muskogee, March 29, 1909 

Answering telegram, difficulty at Henryetta in no way Indian 

uprising, but instead arose from attempt to arrest negroes 

alleged fugitives frcm justiee who were camping at Hickory 

Grotmd. 

KELSEY- Agent. 



DEPARTMENT OF THE lliTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

Union Agency , 

Durant, Okla. Mch. 30th, 1909 

Dana H. Kelsey, 

Dear Sir: 

u. s. Indian Agent~ 

Muskogee, Okla. 

535 

I was told to day by a full blood Choctaw Indian that 

the "snake Indians" were holding a meeting of their clan four 

miles south of Boswell, Okla, I was not informed of their 

intentions; but suppos e their meeting will not hold more than 

a day or so, They are peaceable and no trouble is expected 

from their meeting. I think it is my duty to info:nn you of 

these matters, as you are familiar with their customs and can 

handle them with 2 or 3 Police to a better advantage than 4 

Regiments of State Militia, with the feeling that exists between 

the Indians and the State officers • Some of t~ County 

officers want more notoriety and will jump at a chance to 

shoot an Indian. A dead Indians claim is worth more than. a 

live one in this country, therefore, would not like to see any 

trouble started in this vicinity. The countr.r is full ot 

cheap prejudice news papers, and may undertake to make trouble 

any day. 

Yours re speottully, 

(Signed) Thos. J. Sexton, 

PolioeDBn. 

L S 1 P On file in offioe ot Supt. ot Five Civilized Tribes, • • • Muskogee. 
Coppied by RLW 4/7/34 



POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY 

NIGHT TELEGRAM 

Govt. Collect. Nite. 

April 1, 1909 

To Commissioner Indian Affairs , 

Washington , D. C. 

Nothing new Snake trouble today . I personally conferred 

with County Attorney Mcintosh County; he assures me all 

Indians taken into custody will be given fair hearing. and 

will accept our assistance of any innocen~ or misguided 

full bloods. 

KEISEr Agent. 

Copy of' copy in office of Supt. of lt' ive Civilized Tribes, Muskogee 
Copied by RLW 4/9/34. 



Subject: History of "Snake uprising." April 2, 1909. 535 

Dear Mr. Valentine: 

I am sending you, under separate cover, some 

newspaper clippings which give a reasonably accurate accrunt of 

the Snake trouble as it actually is. As usual, the reports 

have been very wild and grossly exaggerated. I think this 

alleged ••uprising" has dwindled to just what I expected - "much 

ado about nothing." It gave opportunity for a whole lot of 

wild eyed deputy sheriffs to strap on big guns and ride over 

the country looking for bad negroes and incidentally rounding 

up the principal_ agitators of the Snake Indian faction. 

The negroes have made the Snake meeting place a 

place for them. to congregate, Snake bas enrolled them as members 

ot his "tribe" and the negroes. who are, a large number of them, 

fugitives from justice, could not want better encouragement than 

the doctrine preached by Chitto Harjo and his leaders, namely, 

that there is no state authority· and they can roam about am do 

as they please without regard to anybody' s righ t• Last year 

when I visited the Snake camp there was much more reason for 

alarm than this tim&. fi e prevailed upon the crowd to disburse 

and told tbem they must not meet again and excite the people in 

the surrounding countr,r. They paid no attention to our advice 

and have been meeting all winter. I kept policemen there all 

the time at meeting times but finalq the negroes, who had 

erected tenporary shacks upon Hickory Ground, began to depredate 

upon the surrounding owntry until the officers found it 

neoessarr to do something to stop it. They went there to make 

ar:rests when there was no Indian neeting and the first shooting 
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began, at which time one negro was killed, prombly some wounded, 

one white man wounded and abou~ 40 negroes arrested. Charging 

this difficul~ to the influence of Crazy Snake (Chitto Harjo) 

a warrant was issuedfor him and several deputies went to his 

house and in some way that we probably never will know exactly 

how it started, two officers were killed, it is said, by a part 

blood Indian named Charlie Coker. Then wild rumors began to 

circulate in every direation and at the urgent appeal of the 

county authorities the militia was ordered out. As I have ad­

vised you by wire, it has established camps at different parts 

of the affected region , quieted the excited people, assisted in 

apprehending a number of other negroes wan ted and picked up 

quite a number of the Snake Indians. These were almst a ll un­

armed and were arrested without resistanc-e. They have been 

searching for Chitto Ha rjo himself rut have thus far been unable 

to find him. It has been said that he was wounded at the shoot­

ing at his house, but this is entirely conjecture. 

The Federal officers have worked in perfect co-opera­

tion with the state authorities, who have been advised that the 

Government, of course, expects the Indians to obey the state 

laws. Our men have known the various Indians and have greatly 

assisted the authorities in weeding out the good from the bad, 

retaining a passive attitude and in no way allowing the Indians 

to think we were taking the side of the state officers or their 

side• The commander of the militia bas complimented the work 

ot oor men and has asked that they remain with the various parties, 
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has used our interpreter, and so forth, a d 1..ed i ~~ 1n n worA n uarmony 
every way. 

As I reported by wire yesterday, I have personally 

conferred with the attorney of Mcintosh County , where all of the 

prisoners have been taken, and he has assured me every Indian 

shall have a fair hearing and that he will welcane our assistance 

in securing the speedy release of all Indians who have ccmnnitted 

no crime. 

A number of the officers have been called trcm the 

scene or action and some of the militia have been sent in. I 

do not anticipate there wi ll be any further difficulty or shoot-

ing• except, of course. if they should attempt to arrest some ba d 

character who makes up his mind to resist, when some one might 

be killed~ as happens frequently in making arrests everywhere. 

The Governor consulted me by telephone today with 

reference to the matter of offering a reward for Cra zy Snake 

should he not surrender or be arrested within a few days . I 

ventured the opinion that this would probably be unwise because 

it would give further excuse for hot-headed and inexperie1111Ced 

possemen or deputies to scour the country, bearing anns, hoping 

to tini Crazy Snake and thereby secure the reward. He seemed 

to agree with this view. 

The excitement, I believe, will soon quiet down, 

when the people throug hout the ccuntry learn the actual f acts, 

as they are now doing• so far as the ordinary \full blood 
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Snake Indian is concerned, he is absolutely harmless. He is 

simply a poor, misguided person with fanatical ideas or what 

ought to be that is not. 

One thing we have done and must continue to do, and 

that is to avoid giving these Snake Indians any idea that the 

state is not authorized to make these arrests an~ disperse any 

unlawful gatherings. The Snakes con tend that they don't have to 

obey the laws of the state, that there is no state so far as 

they are cone erne d, and so forth, and it is probably just as 

well to give the leaders to understand once and for all that 

they m.ust obey the state laws. 

As soon as the matter quiets down a 1 i ttle further I 

will have full reports fran all the men in the field and will 

advise you fully, and at that time I will bring up the subject 

as to what steps the Government should take in the future with 

reference to ~nake and other recalcitrant Indians in the Five 

Civilized Tribes. 

It you have any thoughts or suggestions you would 

like carried out while the matter is progressing, please wire 

or write me promptly. 

DHK-B 

Mr· R. c. Valentine, 
Assistant Commies ioner, 

Washington, D. C. 

Yours vezy truly, 

United States Indian Agen t. 

copy 0~ carbon copy unsigned in office of Supt. ot Five 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 



DEPARTMENT OF THE IN'IERIOR, 

United States Indian Service , 

Sub jeot :- Union Agency . 
Transmits Nwnes of 
Parties in Washington , 
D. c. who are advising 
the Snake Indians: 

Tishomingo, Okla • , Apr . 3,. 1909 

Dana H. Kelsey 1 
U. s. Indian Agent , 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

S i r :-

4 

Referring to our conversation when you were in 

Tishomingo some time ago in which you requested me to as­

certain if possible who the parties were that were advising 

the "Snake" Indians of this vicinity . 

Through a former member of the Sna kes I have se-

cured the names of two parties residing in Washington , D. c .. 

wlD they claim are advising them not to accept any papers 

whatever fran the Government ; that they (The ashington 

Parties) will finally drive the white people from t his 

country and restore it to the Indians as it was 40 years 

ago. I understand the Snakes (or four tribes) as they are 

some times called are sending these parties at 1ashi ngton 

?5¢ each per month to defray the expense of getting the 

country be. ck for them. I further learn that the parties 

at washing ton fo nn erly belonged to the Snakes them se 1 ve s . 

The names of the parties at Washington follow -

Ozie B. waltcn ---- J. /alton Mitchell 

Res pee t:r ully , 

(Signed) n~e blurred 

copy of letter press copy. Copied by RLW 4/ll/34 



Subjeat:-

Transmits Names of 

DEPART ~lENT OF THE I NTERIOR 

United Stat e s Indian Serviae , 

Union Agency . 

Parties in 'viash ingt on , D. c. 
who are advis i ng t he Snake 
Indians: 

Tishomi ngo, Okla., 

Dana H. Kelsey, 
U. S. Indian Agent , 
Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

Sir:-

214 

pr. 3 , 1909 

Referring to our conwers.ation when you were in Ti shomingo 

some time ago i n whi ch you requested me to ascertain if possible 

who the par t ies were that were advising the Snake" Indians of t hi s 

vicinity. 

Through a former member of the Snakes I have se cured the 

names of t wo partie.s resid i ng in ·; ashington , • C. VI ho the y claim 

are advi sing them not to accep t a ny papers Vv hatever fr om the Govern­

ment; tha t t hey t The Washington Parties) will finally drive the white 

peo ple from t h is coun try and restore it to the Indians as it was 40 

years ago. I unders tand the Snakes (of four trib e s) as they are 

sometimes ca lled are sending these parti e s at ~ashington 75¢ each per 

month to defray the expense of getting the country back for them. I 

further learn that the parties at ashington former ly belonged to 

the Snakes themselve s. 

The names or the par t ies at fashington fol low - Ozie B. 

Walton- J. a lton ~tl tchell 

Respe ctfu l ly , 

{Signed) A. H. /blur r ed/ 

Copy of letter pr es s copy in office of up t. of Five Civilized Tribes , 
Muskogee. Copied by RLW 5/ 2/34 



NI BT TELEGR 

POST TELE GRAFH-C. BLE CO ,p NY 

Govt. rat e - COLLECT . 

1 us ko gee, pri l 3 , 1909 . 

VALENT INE - As sist nt Commissioner , 

1028 ixte enth Street, 1' orth west, 

~ ash ington, D . C. 

No more excitemen t over Snake troub le. No de vel op~nt s 

Friday or Saturday . ili tia practica lly all returned. 

Governor, after conferri ng with re , d eclined to offer 

reward for Crazy _s nake on theory would only enc oura e 

bands of irresponsible men to s earch c ountry, thereby 

creating further a l arm. 

Co py of' copy of telegram 

Copied by RLW 4/6/34 

KELSEY - AGENT . 



2--H DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

UNION AGENCY, 535 

Eno. copy at 
FREE LANCE 

Okmulgee, Oklahoma, April 5th, 1909. 

Hon• Dana H. Kelsey, 

Sir:-

U. s . Indian Agent, 

Mus ko gee, Oklahoma. 

For your information I am herewith enclosing 

copy of the Henryetta Free Lance of April 2nd, 1909. 

Eno. 

TJF/CEB 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) Thomas J". Farrar, 

District Agent •. 

L. S. 1., in file of Supt. of Five C ivi li zed Tribes,. 
Muskogee, Oklahoma. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



Subject: Asks for a his tory ot 
the Snake uprising. 

Mr. Wi lliam A. Baker, 

District Agent,. 

April 5, 1909.-

Holdenville. Oklahoma. 

Sir: 

535 

Referring to the recent excitement alleged to be 

charged to the Snake Indians, as soon as it is convenient for 

you to do so after your return to your regular work, I wish 

you would please furnish me a fu 11 and complete report concerning 

every detail of the disturbance that, has come to your notice, 

its cause and effect as seen by you, together with any suggestions 

tha t might occur to you as to what, if any, action should be 

taken by the Government to prevent any similar difficulties. 

Yours very truly, 

DHK-B United States Indian Agent . 

Copy of carbon coP,r, unsigned, in office of Supt . of Five 
Civili zed Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 



Muskogee, Oklahoma, April 6, 1909. 535 

Hon. J. George \v right 
5 

Commissioner to the Five Civilized Tribes 
' 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

Sir: 

In compliance with the verbal request of Acting 

Commissioner, Thomas Ryan, that I investigite an affray between 

the negroes living on the "Hickory Stomp Grounds" located In 

the extreme western portion of Mcintosh County and certain 

Deputy Sheriffs which occurred March 24, and 25, 1909, I pro­

ceeded on the morning of March 27, 1909, in can:pany with Super-· 

vising District Agent, J. Carter Cook and Distriat Agent, Fred 

s. Cook, the latter joining us at Checotah, to Dustin and from 

thence by hack to "Hickory Grounds," about a distance of twelve 

miles. There was little or no excitement in the town of Dustin, 

however, when we approached within three or four miles of the 

scene of the disorder those few persons whose houses we passed, 

were intensely excited over the sittation and were armed and 

prepared to protect themselves. Most of the persons living in 

this vicinity, especially the Indian resident,.s were not at 

heme having moved their families to the nearby towns. 

Across the road from the stomp grounds lives the son 

of one Fowler, the only member of the Sheriff's posse injuved 

in the fight• I did not see Fowler as he was in a critical 

condition, suffering from eight buck shot wounds. I found his 

son at home, t cgether with several other men who were residents 

of that vicinity none of whom, however, had participated in 

the recent shooting. I endeavored to secure from them the par­

ticulars of the affairs and from. their story, together with 
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information I afterwards sectn'ed frcm actual participants, 

it seems that during the latter part of the month of March 

one Patty, a Constable for the Township embracing Hickory 

Grounds, attempted to search the negro residents thereof for 

some meat alleged to have been stolen from one of the nearby 

white farmers. Patty went to the camp consisting of twent y 

or twenty fi v;e tents, having stone chimneys and having a more 

or less idea of permanency about them, a wooden store building 

and restaurant, and Counci1 House. This last building however 

was owned by the Snake Indians, These premises were occupied 

at that time probably by seventy five negroes but few of whom, 

however, were enrolled as members of the Creek tribe of Indians 

but were known as "State" negroes. Patty was driven from 

the grounds and refused admittance to make a search, by armed 

negroes and withdrew stating that he: would return later. Whether 

or not Patty made any threats to other persons, or whether the 

negroes became aware that he was organizing a posse I do not 

know; however, Wedresd~ evening about dusk eight negroes are 

said to have gcne to the house of a white farmer about a quar er 

or a mile northeast of Hickory Grounds and fired s ever al shots 

into it. The farmer came to the door and replied with a shot 

gun wounding one of the members of the attacking party and 

stood guard unti~ his wite had hitched a team of horses to a 

wagon in which the family consisting of husband and wife and 

two infant children droTe to Henryetta. 

The cause for this attack I am unable to state as 

the inbabi tants of the house bad been there but a c oupla ot 

weeks and so far as they knew bad not aroused the animosity 
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ot the Hickory Ground negroes; and I am inclined to think 

that inasmuch as a force of deputies had been organized by 

Patt.r and were then located in a store building about a mile 

east of the grounds prera ratory to making a comerted move­

ment. thereon, that these negroes were of the impression that 

the deputies were quartered in this house. The deputies to the 

number of about seven hearing the shooting has t ened t o the 

scene where they were met by a party of negroes the exact 

number of which by reason of the darkness they could not tell 

and the fire was so briskly returned that the deputies were 

forced to ret ire. 

The next morning; to-wi~, March 26th, and before 

day break the deputies to the number of fourteen in three squads 

marched upon Hickory Grounds, one to the narth east co r ner; 

one to the south east corner and the other to the south west 

corner and as soon as it was light enough to see opened fire 

upon the negro camp. The negroes replied frcm the bank of 

Coal Creek which runs through the eastern part or the grounds 

and which has on it a thick. growth of underbrush. They also 

fired tram tents until . forced to retreat and fell back from 

time to time until they gathered in the wooden store and this 

was probably at eight or eight thi rt:y in the morning• The 

whole band of men to the number or forty two surrendered with 

the exception of about firteen who had broken through the line 

ot the possemen and escaped. The forty two who surrendered 

were composed of forty negroes, Tery few being freedmen of the 

creek Jiation, one mixed blood Creek Indian by the name of 
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George w. Stidham, and who baa an unsavory reputation and 

one white man, These persons so arrested were immediately 

transported by rail via Muskogee to the jail of Mcintosh 

County at Eufaula. 

There have been many stories as to the casulties 

in the attacked force, it having been stated that from one to 

fitteen negroes were killed. One Deputy Sheriff informed 

me that he aw another roll a dead negro into Coal Creek. 

Another person stated that he had counted seven dead negroes 

in one wagon who were being carried to a place of burial. 

These stories I have reason to believe were not true and 

have been able to find but one death, he being buried by the 

road side near Hie kory Grounds where he fell in at tempting to, 

escape through the line of the possemen. I am in eli ned to 

think that the affair was much exaggerated by both sides, 

the possemen boasting, and the negroes, though I have not been 

able to talk to any of them., evidently trying to fix the 

blame upon the State. 

I searched the grounds thoroughly for exploded 

she ls and failed to find a single one and considering the 

number of shots alleged to have been fired and by reason of the 

under growth, the extreme improbability of all having been 

found by curiousity hunters, .i do not believe the fight was as 

long or as serious as reported. 

The real cause, or the immediate action that brought 

the matter to a crisia, I run unable to state. The negroes 
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while a lazy, shiftless element I do not think held any 

communication with the outside but lived strictly to themselves. 

It is true t_ha t from time to time negro fugitives fran justice 

found a haven there and thereafter became members of the 

band. I am of the impression, however, that the matter dates 

as far back as last July when the nearby country became 

aroused at the meeting of the ~nake Indians and the gJ:ithering 

of a large number of negroes on Hickory Grounds and when 

the negro light horsemen of the Snake Band were disarmed by 

the ~tate authorities. 

There was a recent meeting of the Snake Band and one 

planned for the next few days in order that Chitto Harjo , 

or Crazy Snake, the leader, might make a report as to the re­

sults of his lobbying before the United states Congress . 

The inhabitants while not objecting so strenuously to the 

presence of the Indians seemed to look upon these negroes 

as a band of criminals and to my mind the fight was participated 

by the white residents of the canmunity hr order to drive this 

element from the country . 

on the Saturday afternoon that I drove into the 

grounds all of the structures were standing with the exception 
• 

of the council House which I was informed had been burJ ed that 

morning by unkna.vn parties. The negroes bad al1 left the 

ccmmunitr including the women , sane of the latter, probably to 

the number of eight or ten, had camped on "Old Lady Arbeker's" 

land nearby. 
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The people in the vicinity were considerably excited 

and expecting eve ry moment an attack by negroes tram the 

west where they had been informed there was a gathering, and 

a posse of probably twenty men were several miles away lying 

in wait for the attacking force. 

As the fears of these persons to my mind seemed 

groundless, as neither l ndian citizen or freedmen seemed to 

have been involved and, the matter was one clearly within the 

jurisdiction of the State, I drove with the party who accom­

panied me to Henryetta taking the train from there to Okmulgee 

where the night was spent in searching negro quarters for 

several persons known. to have left Hickory Grounds and who 

escaped capture by the local authorities. Sever al of these 

persons, both men and woroon, were located but we were not 

able to see them as they probably feared arrest. 

On Sunday morning just prior to taking the train 

for Musko~e l became aware of the shooting affray at the home 

of Wilson Jones, better krown as, Chitto Harjo, or Crazy Snake 

and leader of one faction of the Snake Band of Creek Indians. 

I was also informed that troops had been dispatched and would 

come thro~h Okmulgee on the way to Henryetta, where they 

would start over la.n d to quell the disturbance and arrest the 

guilty parti ea-. As this matter was one involving Indians and 

full bloods it seeMed of vital importance that myself and 

party should prcceed 1nmed1atel.y in order that whatever interest 

the Federal Government bad, might receive prompt attention, 

and finding tbat the train that carried the troops had been de-



7. 

layed, we proceeded by way of freight train to Henryetta. 

I deemed it important to be in such place as soon as possible 

by reason of the fact that this community is easily excited 

over Indian DBtters, especially, if tbey are occurring in 

and about Hickory Grounds and in which Snake Indians have 

participated. ln fact• in July of 1908, the whole town was 

armed, had out pickets, the won:en and children taken to a 

place of safety and were preparing to march in a body on 

Hickory Grounds wher e the Snake Indians wer e holding a meeting 

with the idea of arresting all parties concerned, and undoubt­

edly if such ac t ion had been t a ken a fight would have precipi­

tated which would have cost a hundred lives. My object in 

getting to Henryetta as soon as possible was t o keep down ex-

citement and as far as consistent, counsel the loool a uthori-

ties to prevent the situation from getting out of their hands 

and therefore allow the usua~ irresponsible element to secure 

control or the matter and bring about many regretable affa irs. 

True to my anticipation men were riding up and dow:n the streets 

carrying winchesters and revolvers, many being youths scaree­

ly in their teens. We proceeded immediately to the office or 

the Deputy Sheriff who agreed in every particular with us, 

that cool and conservative JED only should ace anpany his 

party and that the number should be limited to probably eight 

or ten as the troops were coming and that they would have 

sufficient force to handle the situation, 

our aim was not to di otate any policies to the State 

authorities but simply to protect as far as consistent, any 

Indians who had not been guilty or any crime and our pos·ition 
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was fully understood by the Deputy Sheriff who solicited 

our advice and received it in the nanner in which it was 

given, The excitement in the town lulled perceptibly when 

it became known that the Deputy Sheriff would select but a 

few men and that the remainder would not be allowed to be 

members of the posse and the town was comparatively quiet 

until the arrival of the troops, at probably three o'clock 

in the afternoon in charge of Colonel Roy Hoffman, of Chandler 

Oklahoma. As soon as the Colonel had alighted from the train 

I introd med m.yselt' and asked that as soon as possible I migh t 

talk with him regarding the situation and accordingly when his 

forces were collected and pre~rations had been made for a 

camp, he sent for our party where we talked with him as we had 

heretofore with the Deputy ~herit'f, Colonel Hoffman looked at 

the situation as had the county official just above men t ioned 

and we asked that we might ace anpany the troops to the camp 

in order that we mi ght be on hand. Not only did the Colonel 

grant our request but stated that he desired our presence there 

as he wanted to consult with us fran time to time and requested 

that each and every one of our party should feel free to come 

to him and make any suggestion that he might deem proper. As 

we had two extra seats in our surry we placed them at the dis­

posal of Colonel Hottman who was pleased to have us take out 

to the camp on Hickory Grounds, two elderly gentlemen who had 

accompanied the troops and who were his personal friends. 

As the troops were on foot, with the exception of 

mounted otfi cera, we arrived at the grounds in advance and 
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there met a posse organized by the Deputy,' Sheri:ff for the 

vicinity in and about Dustin and who had been directed to 

march with a bout a dozen men rrcm that point to Hickory, by 

the Deputy Sheriff at Henryetta. 

Hickory Grounds presented a much dirferent appearance 

than it did on the previous afternoon. All of the wooden 

structures were burned with the exception of one small shed 

likewise the ~nts and most o:f the effects of their form~ 
inhabitants am, as was the case or the Council House , no one 

seemed to know the incendiaries. The troo ps arrived a bout 

sun down and by night had pit ched a camp and three full blood 

Seminole Indians who drove in to the place were arrested and 

held as prisoners. One was recognized by the Deputy Sheriff 

as having been arrested the nigh~ prior and sent to Henryetta 

where he with seven others had been liberated. 

The matter of looking after arrested Indians I left 

to Supervising and District agents who were with me as it 

came more within their jurisdiction and these officials saw 

that the Indians and their teams were fed and the former pro­

vided with comfortable quarters during their detent i on and it 

appearing that next d~ an Indian woman claimed that the team 

and wagon had been borrowed from her, an informal trial was 

h~d which was conducted by J. Carter Cook at the request or 
Colonel Hoffman which resulted in the team being turned over 

to her. 
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During the next day most or the Indian houses in the 

vicinity within a radius of three miles were searched for 

men and arms which resulted in the arrest or a number ot Indians 

and negroes whose names will probably be furnished in the 

report to be made by Supervising District Agent Cook. In 

each case ot arrest the matter was looked into by our party 

and where the accused was found beyond a question to have no 

connection with the recent disturbance and had theretofore 

borne a good reputation it was so reported to Colonel Hoffman 

and his releas$id asked for, and in each and every i nstance 

when such requests were made by members of our party· they we r e 

immediately gran ted. 

For assistance ColoneL Hoffman asked that a respons-

1 ble interpreter be procured if possible and ac cord! ngly 

Johnson Tiger, interpreter for the n i nth district was summoned 

and not only were his services eminently satisfactory as an 

interpreter but his knowledge of the country and ac quaintan ce­

ship of the people, and willingness to do whatever was requested, 

made him extremely valuable to Colonel Hoffma n a nd helped ceme nt 

more firmly tb e bond ot co-operation and friendship which had 

arisen between the state and Federal officials. 

Early Tuesday morning the troops were started to 

Lenna, a point about fourteen miles east of Hickory camp and 

at the request or Colonel Hoffman the Federal party with John 

Perryman, a Creek Indian and formerly identified with the 

snake faction, preceeded them about a quarter or a mile in 
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a hack. There were no important developments from this 

march relative tn the caprtmre of any persons sup posed to be 

ccnnected with the recent disturbance and camp was made at 

Lenna about dusk that evening, However, as a message was re­

ceived from the scouts that Craz.r Snake was probably in the 

vicinity of his home. Colonel Hoffman requested of the Fed­

eral party that they accompany him to Pierce and left orders 

for the troops to march early the next dar. we accordingly 

proceeded to such point, a. distance of a bout s ix miles north, 

arriving there about twelve o 'clock at night. 

The possemen with few except ions were left behind at 

Camp Hickory and wit h the troops came Mr. Patty, whom I men­

tioned before and one Frank J ones, of Checotah , a Deputy under 

Sheriff Odem. These officials were men of discretion and were 

used by Colonel Hoffman, however, the usual number or armed 

white residents appeared as they had at Henryetta and it could 

easily be seen that they were the principal source of the dis ­

order. I will not attempt to detail each specific instance 

that came to my knowledge, of their acts of brut:ali ty in the 

treatment of the negroes and lndians . Usually the women as 

the men were in hiding for fear of this class of persons but I 

became fi~ly convinced at that time and my conviction was 

shared without exception that until these unorganized bands 

ot men ceased riding the country, the turmoi1, the unc ertainty 

and general disorder would continue. Colonel Hoffman, though 



himselt directed to act under the instruations of the Sheriffs 

of the various counties in which he might be called, properly 

assumed charge of the situation but was unable to entirely 

elimina. te the possemen, Frcm Pierce. the surrounding country 

was searched as had been at Hickory resulting in the capture 

of several persons, some or WhClll were identified with the 

Snake Band. These persons, however, were not confined but 

the situation thoroughly explained to them by tbe officers and 

they were paroled with instructions: to go to Harjo. if possible, 

advise him fully of the situation and, wi1hout except ion these 

paroles were never bro ken am I believe that these Indians acted 

with the sincertty and exerted every endeavor to find the fugi­

tive leader. This policy on the party of Colonel Hoffman brought 

about a decided chan~, excitement lulled considerably and the 

ardor of the possemen wilted at these pacific. measures. 

One Snake Indian, whose name I do not now recall sen-t 

for me while at supper at the hane of Mrs. LeBlanch about a 

half mile from Pierce. He stated that he had been canpelled 

to swim the river twiae tha. t day and that he had heard that 

protection would be afforded him by the proper authorities. I 

accordingly explained to him the situation and he immediately 

surrendered to Colonel Hoffman and became thereafter, I think, 

a faithful assistant. 

Chitto HarJo's house lying immediately north, a die­

tanoe of three quarters of a mile from the post office ot 

Pierce, I took my first opportunity of going carefully over 

the ground with the view of being able to take such action on 

behalf of any Indian at a prelimimry, or trail, as this Of-
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fice or the Department might direct, and was fortunate enough 

in being accompanied by a newspaper correspondent who took 

several panoramia views of the premises and which if properly 

developed will be of inestimable value in any trial. 

I had previously talked with Frank .Jones and one. 

Bateman, two of the Deputies who were members of the party who 

attempted to se~ve the warrant for the arrest of Chitto Harjo, 

on the evening of March 27th and which resui ted in the death 

of two of them; namely, young Odem, son of the Sheriff of 

Mcintosh County and Baum, of Checotah. The information of the 

attempt to arrest Crazy Snake came to me with much s urprise 

for the reason that Sheriff Odem on Saturday morning boarded 

the "Katy" train at Checotah and rode to Eufaula where I 

talked with him some little tiDE, he just having r eturned from 

the Hickory Grounds investi eJi ting the aff airs of the negroes 

as I above detailed and. advised me that everything was 

quiet and that my presence was not necessary there. He made 

no 112nti on what ever of an at tempt to arrest the Snake leader. 

At Hickory Grounds I learned that Harjo had been in Henryetta 

the dq before and bou~t some provisions and presumably 

started for his home. 

Be the cause what it may; however, that insti~ted 

the issuing of a warrant and placing it in the hands of 

otficers for service, it seems that Deputies approached Harjo's 

house from the sou~h side about dusk on March 2 7t • A number 

ot the fence posts I found pulled up and as far as my informa­

tion goes had been for some time. The deputies crossed into 
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Harjo's field which contained all or his improvements at 

that point and proceeded in a northeasterly direction up a 

little draw which probably leads to within twenty five or 

thirty yards of the house. I have been unable to secure any 

information from the Indians' s tand point except that Harjo 

lived in the house alone , his wife resided some mile and a 

halt to the southeast and his daughter and son probab 1y one 

half mile north. The house had been burned and Wednesday when 

I first saw it it seemed to have been a one story box affair 

eighteen by twenty five feet and having three doors; one on 

the north near the northeast corner; one on the east about 

middle between the no rtheast and s outheast corners and one on 

the south near the east corner; the latter probably leading 

to a small building about ten feet away and immediately south 

ot the house, probably used as a kitchea, as the ruins contained 

a stove and various utensils for cooking. Southwest and about 

twenty yards away- was a mew I.og smke house having a door on 

the east side . Tbe smoke house was probably eight by ten 

feet square and about eight feet. high. This was at the head 

of the draw before mentioned as running from the fence on the 

south side in a northeasterly direction within twenty five o r 

thirty yards of the house. West of the house probably to the 

distance of sixty or seventy yards was an irregular enclosure 

ot probably one acre. This was the barn yard and containing 

a barn of considerable demension by reason of the fact that it 

bad aa open shed on each side. The fence was of rails and 

probably five feet high. To the north of this enclosure and 
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probably fifty yards away was a hog lot of the srune size and 

surrounded by a similar fence. I do not know the acreage ot 

the enclosure containing the improvements above enumerated 

but there was probablv settentv or i ht 
J ., .,. e g y acres of open land, 

the timber commencing about sixty yards west of the house and 

extending north and south in an almost regular line; in fact, 

the barn yard, and pig pen were built at the edge of the timber 

and ccntained large trees. The fence on the north side was a 

new one pt probably two barbed wires on top and hog proof 

wire on the bottom. It extended east and west about two 

hundred yards north of the house and for your information I 

herewith enclose plat of the premises same being mrked 

exhibit "A". The deputies in riding along the road and before 

crossing the fence into Harjo's premises, saw a number ot' 

Indians at the house and who after the deputies were prooeeding 

up the draw began to run north, AI well as could be seen 

in the growing darkness there were probably from seven to 

ten Indians none of whom could be identified. Jones stated 

that he cslled to the fleeing Indians several times but received 

no response. As to who fired the fi rs't shot I am unable to 

state but the majority of the Indians gained to the wire fence 

north of the house at a paint- about immediately north of the 

smoke house. I was also informed that two or three took up 

a position among some vrees north of the hog lot and probably 

fitt7 five or sixt~ yards southwest of those back of the fence. 
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I was also informed that three Indians stayed in t h e house 

and were not thereafter seen. Th 
ere was some shooting before 

the Indians reached the cover of the fence which leads me to 

believe that the deputies opened the fire for one of the 

Indiana fell about thirty yards from the fence and laid there 

during the whole engagement . He was unknown to the deputies 

but I was afterwards informed that he was Charley Coker who 

liYed long enough to be transported to a point several miles 

distance but who died the fo llowing day or so. 

The deputies advanced in a northeasterly direction 

towards the fence until at least two or three of them were 

abreast to the house and here is where the two fell, both 

t.- probably instantly killed. Frank cTones stated that both were 

killed by the same man shooting from a position from behind the 

fence north and that the shots follo~d each other. Both were 

shot from the front and t herefore. as far as I ~ able t o 

determine the three Indians taking refuge in th e house took 

no part in the affair whatever, though it has been stated that 

one shot was fired from the back of the hotl!e which is the 

north side, I am not inc li ned to believe this however, as the 

deputies I do not think had advanced to a point beyond the 

house where an iillllite cruld fire without exposing himself as 

there were no windows on the west side. I did find however, 

two empty shells marked ... 38 W.R.A. Co., w. c. F." which 

tram their size were probably used in a large caliber revolver. 

These she ls 1 ~o~ immediately at th~ left or the door on the 

north sid and east of the stone chimney which extends three 
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feet tram the house. I do not know that the presence ot 

these empty shells bas any bearing on the case as but a 

single person {Ba temn) alleges that one shot was fired from 

the house • I also found two exploded rifle shells marked 

".30 U. M. c. U. s. A." at the northeast corner of' the barn 

lot feno.e; these shells I was informed by Frank Jones were 

the kind of amuni tion used b;r the deputies which was different 

from that used qy the Indians though very similar in a ppearance. 

I found no other shells o'! other variety and p r e sume that sam! 

were picked up before my arrival. The Indians who were in the 

house at the time of the fight with the deputies, I was in-

formed by Legus Jones, one of the sons of the Snake leader, 

were; Lewis Yardeka, Ben Fife, Charlie Coker, Thomas J ames, 

Lewis Smith, S~ Rerrod, Thomas Lagee and Sapah-ye. 

I visited the house of the wife a nd da ughter o'f 

Harjo in the ob j eot of getting information of the shooting. 

Neither could state except as to the time of day the,y heard 

the shots as they were not present. 

The daughter, Salina Jacobs, presented a pathetic 

figure in her solicitude for the welfare ot her father whom 

she last saw pain~fully wounded. She is as m.uch above the 

intelligence ot the avarage Indian woman as her father or 

the men, and resembling him in physical feature. I told 

her that myself and party were there to help the Indians as far 

as possible consistent with the duties of the Federal Govern­

men\; that this matter was one strictly within the jurisdic­

tion ot the State authorities but that I would help her in 

any way I could. 1 think that she realized the situation and 
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looked upon the State troops as protectors instead of 

persecutors as had been some or the possemen or the deputy 

Sheriffs~ I do not know which , as she detailed a search of 

the house by some of the persons where they were compelled 

to throw up their hands at the point of a gun and had the 

muzzle of a revolver thrust into her mouth with the threat 

that if she did not tell the whereabouts of her fathe r her 

head would be blown off. Mrs . Jacobs could give little in­

formation as to the burning of' the house but stated that it 

took place on the Monday follow 1ng the f ight and the. t she 

had been informed by the wife of Qrazy Snake, I think her 

step mother, that upon going by the post office of Pierce met 

three persons coming from Harjo's place and saw the smoke 

arising from the house. These pe.rsons 114rs • Jacobs was told 

by her mother were Sheriff Odem, Deputy Sheriff Fr ank Jones 

and another who she did not know. From th e Deputies little 

could be learned as to the burning. It was stated in rather an 

ott band way that the place was burned by Indians, I have 

also learned since returning to Muskogee tbat the ·house was 

more or less looted the Sunday between the shooting an~ t he 

tire and that a rare book of Indian treaties is in the hands 

of a lawyer of this city , together with some letters from 

the lnterior Department to Harjo. 

on Wednesday noon the troops were ordered to Wildcat 

to make a demonstration there as deputy Sheriffs bad reported 

difficulty 1n arresting some negroes, though it was not ser­

iously tho~ht that Harjo, had taken refuge there; however, 

many rumors to that effect had come to the cCJDID.anding officer. 
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Colonel Hoffman with severa 1 off1 cera d b an prol:e. lya halt 

dozen men scouted along the river on the south side of 

Hickory Grounds, while the gover~nt party proceeded by 

road to such point same lying north of the river, a portion 

ot which was traveled on the journey to Lenna.. The party 

scouting south of the river in charge of colonel Hottman 

returned to the camp aboutsix o'clock., many members ot which 

narrowly escaped drowning in crossing the Canadian River. 

Fred s. Cook, District Agent. accompanying samet rescued 

Colonel Hortman who was caught in the quicksand. 

R\liOO rs continued to cane that Crazy Snake in com-

pany with one Pin Harjo, alias. Tom Thumb, were located in 

the bottoms of the Canadian River about four or five miles 

distance. He was said to have ccme to the house of Arina 

Kint on the south side of the river Monday nightt March 29th 

and again Tue sd9!" the 30th and asked for provisions and cover-

ing. which were furnished. It was there learned, as bad been. 

formerly reported, that Chitto Harjo had a gun shot wound in 

the calt of the leg and was compelled to walk witb the as c:i st-

anoe of a stick. It was also learned that Harjo wished the 

s ervices of an indian doot ress to dress his wound and had dis­

patched an Indian, whose name I do not now remember, for 

this wcman who lived a short distance trom the Hickory campo 

This man was arrested by the troops and l remember questioning 

him in camp where be stated as his reason for being so far 

from home, was that his wife was sick and that he wished the 
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services of this woman and therefore, there seems to be 

corroboration of this incident. 

This messenger was sent to Eufaula under arrest, 

however, Harjo got word to this wom9.n who went to the river 

I think Thursday, the first of Apri l, to render him medical 

attention but was unable to cross at that point. This is the 

last definite information as to the whereabouts of Crazy 

Snake though Sunday evening word was received from Weleet·ka 

that a longhaired Indian answering the descriptio n of Harjo 

and one other had taken possessi on of a ho\Ee above five miles 

south of that town. This information, Co lonel Hoffman, 

attempted to veri~ and received reports of such convincing 

nature that he deemed an immediate investigition, taking with 

him all of the troops at camp to the number of about twenty, 

the remainder having been discharged and accompanied by 

Distric~ Agent, Fred s. Cook and myself proceeded to Henryetta 

on horse back and catching a freight train which was stoppe d 

at the place near e s t the suspected house. The Sheriff who 

had the same information as Colonel Hoffman and, evidently 

been in communication with him, was likewise there with prob­

ably thirty or forty possemen. A hurried march was made to the 

house about three quarters of a mile distance where the prem­

ises were surrounded and the party called upon to cpme out by 

interpreters ~ohnson Tiger and Legus Jones, the latter a son 

ot Harjo, having been brought to the camp at the request ot 

Co lone 1 Hot :t'JDan by an employee ot tb is Off ice. Thi s house 

contained but two women and two children and a hurried advance 
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was made on another house in the near 
vicinity which like-

wise failed to show anv trace of th 
J e fugitive. Accordingly 

the party in charge of Colonel Hoffman returned to Weleetak 

arriving there about five o'clock in the morning and left 

about noon for Camp Hickory. 

It thus appearing that every possible clue had been 

investigated without success and, owing to the almost utter 

impossibility of fi ming a person wi 1h the force he had at his 

command in the fastnesses of the Tiger Mountains, Colonel 

Hoffman practically abandoned his search Sunday afternoon and 

practically all of the offioers and men wit h the exception ot 

three or four returned to their hcmes. 

Colonel Hoffman is of the impression that if he can 

but get word to Chitto Harjo that he wil l be protected i:t 

taken in oust~ and given a fair trial on any charge against 

him, that he will readily surrender and, that his hiding 

at this time is through fear of the irresponsible and unorgan-

ized bands of persons under the civil authorities who have 

made threats not (to) take him alive. I am of this impression 

myself and wherever Harjo may be I believe that when he can 

surrender himself to the State authorities, in whom he has 

confidence, that be will lose no time in giving himself into 

their custody. 

colonel Hofr.man while at Pierce exhibited to our 

party' a cow of an order ot reward for the signature of 

Governor Haskell for the body of Chitto Karjo. We, of course, 
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were unable to advise him in any manner concerning the same 

and refused to approwe or disapprove of such a course. I 

did, by talking around the matter~ secured its extension for 

a day as I believed that the time was to short to admit of the 

notioe of same being carried to him; however, as the Gowernar 

refused to offer such reward this condition did not have to 

be met. 

Concerning the future of the Snake Indians, or any 

of their imitators, t here wi l1 be no more pub lic meetings 

or demonstrations as the communities are thoroughly aroused 

and have determined, whether they have the sanction of the 

authorities or not., that an end wi ll be had of such assem­

bleges which for years have disturbed the pieoe of th e com­

munities in which they were held, Hickory Grounds todar pre­

sents little evidence of its former occupancy and no more 

will the surrounding inhabitants permit it to return to its 

former use, Crazy Snake will undoubtedly be charged with one 

or more serious crimes and if every apprehended and capturedr 

I am inclined to think that the Governor the Sta te and 

Colonel offman himself, wou l d rather shift the responsibility 

to the Federal Government and have some dis posit ion made of 

him in order that he be eliminated as a disturber, by confine­

ment the same as the late Geronimo, Chief of the Apaches. 

In conclusion I beg to advise that the utmost 

harmoQ prevailed between our party, representing the Federal 

Government and the State authorities in this recent distur­

bance. Colonel Hoffman repeatedly solicited advice on all 

question• and readily adopted all suggestions and when a 
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local paper reported friction took immediate and emphatic 

steps to deny the same. We were treated with the utmost 

consideration and were extended every courtesy possible 

under the conditions and we endeavored to reciprocate by 

extending every possible assistance consistent with our 

duties. 

I do not believe that too much praise can be given 

to the able manner in which Colonel Hoffms.n handled the 

situation, handicapped as he was by the intense feeling of 

the local inhabitants a gainst the I ndians and the negroes. 

He not only placated these persons but treated the latter 

with the firmness, kindness and justice, which restored 

peace and confidence and taught a 1 esson of government to 

a people, who by reasons of the peculiar conditions in the 

former Indian TerritoiY, had little knowledge of the power 

at the commalli of the civil authorities. 

Very respectfully, 

DHB/.FLD) Chief Clerk. 
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Supjeot: In re Snake uprising. April 6, 1909. 535. 

Mr· Fred Cook, 

Distrio t Agent, 

Checotah, Oklahoma. 

Sir: 

Referring to the recent excitement alleged to be 

charged to the Snake Indians, as soon as it is convenient for you 

to do so lfa}ter your return to your regu lar work, I wish you w auld 

please furnish me a full and complete report coniern i n g every 

detail or the disturbance that has come to your notict, its 

oause and effect as seen by you, together with any suggest ions 

that mi8ht occur to you as to what, if any, action should be 

taken by the Govemmen t to prevent any similar difficulties. 

I had a personal conference with the County Attor­

ney or Mcintosh County several days ago and he assured me that 

all the Indians taken into custody will be given a fair tria l , 

and that he will welco~e any assistance we may be able to g ive 

looking to the spee~ release o~ any innocent full bloods. I 

have received a telegram from the Department stating that i t 

is its wish that we keep in very close touch with th i s end or 

the situation, and it is therefore desired that you watch this 

feature carefully and keep me promptly informed as to when the 

trials will come up and any suggestions you have as to what 

assistance, if' any, should be given. these full b~oods at the 

hearings• we want, however. to be particularly careful in this 

matter not to let the leaders of the Snake faction believe that 

the Government is enaouraging thea and will use its influence 

to get them out or their diffioultiea. 
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Yours very truly, 

DHK-B United States Indian Agent. 

Copy of carbon copy, unsi gned, in office of Supt. of Five 

Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 
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Subject: Asks for a history of 
Snake uprising. 

April 6, 1909. 

Kr• Thomas J. Farrar. 

Distric-t Agent • 

Okmulgee, Oklahoma • 

Sir I 

Referring to the recent excitement alleged to be 

charged to the Snake Indians, as soon as it is convenient for 

you to do so after your return to your regular work , I wish you 

would please furnish me a full and complete repor t conuerning 

every detail of the disturbance that has come to your notice, 

its cause and effeot as seen by you, together with any suggestions 

that m1 gh t occur to you as to what , if any, action should be 

taken by the Governmel!llt to prevent any similar difficulties . 

Yours very truly, 

DHK/B United states Indian Agent. 

Copied by liLW 4/9/34 

Copy of carbon copy, unsigned, in office of Supt. of Five 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. 



In re Snake up­
rising. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian sertice, 

Union AgenCly 
535 

Okmulgee, Oklahoma, April 10th,l909. 

Bon. Dan H. Kelse,r, 

Sir:-

U. S • In d1 an Agen t, 

Muske gee, Oklahoma. 

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of April 

6th, 1909 ( SUBJECT: Asks for a hi s tory of the Snake uprising) 

in which you direct that as soon as it is convenient. for me 

to do so after my return to my regular work, that I furnish 

you a full and complete re}:X),rt concerning every detail of the 

disttn'bance that has come to my notice, its cause and effect 

as seen by me, together with any suggestions that might occur 

to me as to mat, if aey, action should be taken by the Govern-

ment to prevent similar difficulties. 

In compliance with your instructions I have the honor 

to report that on March 26th, 1909, I submitted a report relative 

to the difficulty that had occurred at Hickory - Ground in 

Mcintosh county", immed:iately prior to said date, stating some 

of the causes that led up to the difficulty and reporting the 

conditions existing at that time. In the report referred to 

it is stated among other things: 

"The Indians are not in the remotest degree connected 

with the difficulty that has occurred at Hickory-ground. That 

place has for the past eight or nine months been a rendezvous 

tor disreputable negroes who assemble there for no other purpose 
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than to prey u pen the Indians a rrl law abiding Freedmen who 

live in that vicinity. It seems that the white people in 

that neighborhood are not entirely blameless; in their 

present temper everything is exaggereated, and acts that 

would under ordinary conditions possess no significance are 

seized upon for the purpose of inciting the whi te people 

against the Indians and Negroes assembled a t Hickory-ground. 

This has go ne on until the people have become so excited and 

alarmed that collisions will occur as long as that place is 

used as a meeting place for the Indians." 

At the time of the difficulty at Hickory-ground on 

March 25th, the place was occupied almost exclusively by 

Negroes; I am reliably informed that there were very few In­

diana present and that the negroes were mostly non-citizens. 

About forty arrests were made and those there assembled who 

were not arrested, made their escape and on the day following 

the camp ground was entirely abandoned and was in the possession 

o't Sheriff Odom of Mcintosh County, with a force of deputies. 

on the evening of Saturday, March the 2?th, 1909, the 

authorities of Mcintosh County came in. collision with a party 

ot Indians or negroes~ or both, at the home of Chitto Harjo, 

better known as Crazy Snake, the leader of the reoalci trant 

taction of Indians known as "Snakes", a bout one mile southwest 

from Pierce Post Office, at which time and place two of the 

deputy sheritfs of Mcintosh County were killed, cne or whom 

was the son of Sheriff Odom. The death of the two deput,-
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sheriffs as stated created the most intense excitement in 

Mcintosh County and in parts of Okmulgee, Hughes and Okfuskee 

Counties,. which resulted in a call being made upon Governor 

Haskell for troops to quell the disturbance and allay the 

excitement and apprehension that existed in the disturbed 

localitr. Governor Haskell piUmptly responded to the call 

and by Monday, March the 28th, Camp Hickory was occupied by 

the Oklahana National Guards in co:rmmnd of Colonel Roy v. 

Hoffman, Colonel CoiilUBnding. Colonel Hoffman by the most. 

prompt and energetic:x acti.on, began the work of restoring law 

and order. He began by advising that all persons retum . 

to their usual avocation., arrested parties suspected or being 

connected with the di sturbance and dis-a rmed those who mani-

fested a disposition to creat trouble between thewh_ite peop le 

one side and the negroes and indians on the other • I went to 

the scene of the disturbance on Monday, March the 29th, pur-

sua.n'\ to your instrtnticns ani remained in the field until the 

evening of sunday, April the 4th. 

Colonel Hoffman invited the active co-operation ot the 

Federal Officers who were present charged with the dutr of pro­

tecting the indians,. and in no instance di d he or Major Charles 

Barrett or the other officers in charge of the troops,. with­

held their confi den oe from the represents. ti ves or the Govern­

ment 1n regard to any movement made or contemplated. Colonel 

Hoffman was actuated by one purpose only and that was to bring 

about a norml condition ot affairs witho~ the loss of a. single 

lite or the destruction of private propert7. 



"· 
Before I returned from the locali~ affected by the 

disturbance or alleged uprising. the farmers had returned 

to their work, and but for the presence ot troops, there 

was nothing to indicate that anything out of the ordinary 

had occurred. In my judgment, the w oole thing has been ex­

aggerated out of all proportion by some who were unduly ap­

prehensive of danger, and by others who were actuated by a 

morbid desire for sensationalism:.. The indians as a rule-.., 

speaking now of the Snakes--are peaceful and law-abiding, 

easily led and easily persuaded. It is true they have refused 

to accept allotments and have placed themselves in opposition 

to the present order of things, but they have not carried 

this opposition to the extent of resisting the constituted 

authorities. It is also true that that locality is infested 

by a number of lawless negroes who readily attach themselvesto 

a leader like Chitto Harjo. 

Chitto Harjo, or Crazy Snake~ is well fitted by 

nature for sue h leadership. He is wily, crafty a nd resource-

ful.. In my jud~ent his leadership is the cause of all the 

trouble--remote possibly in some cases, but yet the inciting 

cause. Without this leadership the local authorities can 

control the disturbing elerent of this coo:munity the same as 

the same elemen-t is c cntrolle4 in other communities. As long 

as Chitto Harjo, or Crazy Snake, is permitted to use the 

credulity of his simple minded and ignorant followers as an 

asset, there will be trouble. Other Chiefs of the snake 

Indians may be elected, like Barney McGilbra am Haney Scott, 

but Chitto Harjo 1 s the real leader and the disturbing factor. 
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He should be placed under restraint. 

I further recommend that some plan be formulated by 

which Indian meetings, particularly in that locality, be 

placed under the dire~t control of the Agency; that is, that 

some control be exercised over the number of meetings held 

and the 'duration of each meeting. 

Respectfully submitted, 

TJF/CEB District Agent . 

Note: TJF is Thomas J. Farrar. 

Copied from carbon copy in office of Supt. of Five Civ i l ized 

Tribes, Muskogee, Okla., by RLW 4/7/'M 
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2---H. DEPAR'IMENT 0 F THE INTERIOR 

United States Indian Service., 

Union .Agency , 
535 In re locating 

whereabouts ot 
Chitto Harjo Okmulgee, klahoma, April 16 , 1909. 

Hon• Dana H. Kelse:f, 
U. s . Indian Agent, 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

Sir:-

Receipt is acknowledged of your letter of 

April 12, 1909, ("A"' SUBJ:EnT: Ask s that if whereabouts of 

Chitto Harjo is ascertained to c amnuni ca t e with this Office 

Immediat ely) in which you direct that if I g et informa tion 

ot any kind or character with refe re nce to the whereabouts 

o~ Chitto Harjo (Crazy Snake) to communicate with your 

Office immediately and if possible, by telephone, and also 

direct that I instruct the assistants in my District , as we 11 

as all Indian policemen located in the various towns t o do 

likewise. 

In r eply have the honor to report that on vednesday, 

April 14th, I made a trip to the heme of Pin Harjo , about 

seven miles s outhwest of Okemh, for the purpose t possible 

of obtaining some clew as to the whereabouts of both Pin 

Harjo and Chitto Harjo. I learned from the members of Pin 

Harjo's family that he left about the time of the disturbance 

at Hickory-ground and bas not been heard of since. Reports 

have reached the family that he is dead, or injail at Eufaula . 

It is not unreasonable to draw an inference from 

Pin Harjo's absence, that if' he is not in custody, he is with 

Chitto Harjo (Crazy Snake). With reference to instructing 

assistants and Indian policeman in my District , I desire to 
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state that your instructions have been anticipated. 

Samule J. Haynes has spent several days endeavoring to get 

a clew as to the where abouts of Chitto Harjo. 

TJF/CEB 

Respectfully, 

(signed) Thomas J • Farrar • 

Dist riot Agent 

L. s. 1 p., in file of upt. or Five Civil i zed Tribes• 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 
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In re 
release of 
David Davison. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

UNION AGENCY, 

11f11 

Okmulgee, Oklahoma, Apr il ~6, 1909 

Bon. Dana H. Kelsey, 

U. s . Indian Agent . 

Muskogee, Oklahcma. 

Sir:-

Among others who were arrested near Hickory­

ground by the Oklahoma National Guards was one David 

Davison, a full blood Creek Citizen, whose home is about 

ten miles Southeast of Okmulgee. This old gentleman was 

arrested at the home of John Spot near hickory-ground 

and had no connecticn whatever, with the trouble at Hickory-

ground or at the hane of Chitto Harjo. 

He is an old man, absolutely harmless and a 

pensioner of the Civil var • I am not aware that he was ever 

connected. with Chi tto Harjo's band of Snake Indians. He 

has accepted his allotment and has been a constant visitor 

to this Office, asking advice with reference to his affairs. 

l understand that he has not been released from 

imprisonment. I respectfully recommend that immediate 

steps be taken to secure his discharge from custody. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) Thomas J. Farrar • 

TJF/CEB. Dist ri ot Agent • 

L S 1 in files of Supt. of ~i ve Civilized Tribes, • • p., I I 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4 11 34 



D RTI::E T OF THE INTER I CR 

United tates Indian S ervia~, 
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535 

Che cot· h , Okl ahoma • _ pr 11 17, 1 909 

Da m H. Kels ey, 

Uni t ed States Indian A,.o;en t, 

:r.J1usko e , Oklahoma . 

S ir~-

I have the h onor to report that the recent trouble 

a t E ic k ory Ground , nea r Henryetta , Oklahoma , whe r ein a posse 

of d e puty sheriffs from. ·. cint osh and Okmul gee counties and 

ne groes who had congre ated at tha t pl ac e an d had been living 

t here s i nc e July , 1908 , had a pit che d bat t le , s hould no t be 

a ttributed direc t l y t o the fault of Chi t to Harjo , otherwise 

known as Crazy Snake . lthou a ... grea t many of the negroe s 

who ha d c on g regated there and were mking t h a t their a bode were 

Creek Freedmen a nd cl a imed t o b e f o l lowers of Crazy Sna ke 1 a 

grea t ma ny others were State raised ne roes ~ ho had drifted in t o 

this pla ce and had tak en u p t h ei r han.e with the other negroes 

there, and amon t h e lat t er cl a ss were a g r ea t any des erate 

criminals ., ho were want e d f o r var i ous c r i mes ~ a nd ho had run 

out of dif feren t lo cali ties , a nd as this camp fforde d them 

protection from the officer s of the l aw t h ey r e rra ined there 

permanently unti l t h e ba t t le b e tv.een th e a rmed n egroe s and 

the s tate off ice r s which took p l ace on Mar ch 25 , 1909. 

e ra zy ' na ke and his Indi a n followe rs canno t be blamed 

tor thi 8 trouble only ina snuc b as they allowe d t h ese negro es 

to meet and counsel with them a t the 1r va rious meet in s whi ch 
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they have he l d at different times ever since July 1908, There 

is a great deal of pre jud ice th at exists in the town of 

Henryetta an d t he surrotm. di ng vicinity a g a inst the ne roes es ­

pecially, for the re aso n of t h e killing of a \ hite ma n in 

December, 1907, by a n e gra at Henryetta, who as after ards 

hang ed by a mob a t that to n. Ther e ar e a g rea t many persons 

who live in t he town of Henryetta ar:d t he vicinity of Hi ck ory 

Ground who are v er y easily exc ited and who are very much re ­

jud iced ag a in ~t t he negro race in ,enera l, a n d woo , on the 

slightest pretext , resor t to arms to a venge their desi r e s. 

I ha ve persona lly attended a ll t he meetin hel d a t 

Hickory Gro und by ra zy Snake 's f ollo wer s wi t h the ex cep tion 

of three and at no tire wi t h the exception of the first rre et ing 

did I discover any arred pe ople except pea ce officers a t their 

meetings. Thef f irst time they me t, t hey starte d out to hold 

their c oun ci 1 the same as they had formerly done under the old 

Creek l aws , t h at is, by h av ing wh t they ca lled the ir LigJ.t 

Horsemen armed to keep peace a t th e ir me eting a nd to pa trol th e 

grounds to keep boot - leggers and undesira ble p o ple from inter­

fering with their mee tin s , After the vis it paid by you a nd 

the Commissioner to th e F ive Civili zed Tribes , t h ey never a t 

any times used arms in any manner t the e meet in , and while 

there were at va rious ti me s a s h i h s perh ps t wo hundre d to 

three hundred negr oes atten ine; , I never s aw them moles t or in 

any manner intimida te any per son who pened to top there or 

~ss by while they were holding their council. I h a ve a t 



different times had my interpreter 
atte nd these mee tings wi th 

rre a n:l. he has been present a nd has 
he ard Chi tto Bar jo , or l.;ra zy 

Snake, spe a k to his f'ollowers a nd while he told them and mislead 

them into believing that he ould se c ure for them .the return 

of their l a nd, the same to be hel d in c anmon as here to f ore• he 

alw ys cautioned them not to violate the law or t o do a ny thin 

for\ hich they could be a rrested . 

I do not think that he alone s hould be blamed for the 

teach ings which he tried to tea ch his fol lo wers , for the reason 

that he had at va rious times, and h as had continu lly , l awy ers 

employed , who made hi m b elieve , or a t least , made his followers 

believe that the doctrines he was tea ch in them (that they would 

secure their lands in..commonas in t h e trea ty of 1832 ) ere g ood 

doctrines. t no time muld these white lawyers a ttempt to 

make a speech or t alk to these people hil e a Government employee 

waq present. They repeatedly denied to me t h a t they were ad -

vocating any s uch thing, but I h ave been told by re sponsible 

Indians, a n d quite a number of them that that is exactly what 

they were tellin them, a nd tha t they would secure it for themo 

so, whether 'razy snak e was s incere in his teachings or not, 

I am ot tlle opinion that hi s f ollowers were firm in the ir belief 

tha t these things would be restored t o them and that they 

contributed freely and at various times, sums of money to pay 

for these lawyers to ha ve this l c :lslat i on enacted, hich 

has never been done, and these same lawyers sti ll delude these 

poor ignorant people by mak ing excuses from time to time a nd 

continuing this matter indefinitely, but a lways con tending that 
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in the next congress they would secure for than the legislation 

asked for. 

The battle which took place on arch 25 , 1909, herein 

one officer or posse-man named Fowler was womded and one negro 

was kno wn to have died and severa l others wounded , was caused 

by a posse of deputy sheriffs trying to search the premises 

of certain negroes camped on Hickory Gro und, in n effort to 

locate some stolen meat • There were a few, as 1 have stated 

before, desperate chara cters who were wan ted for ser ious crimes 

and not knowing the in te nt of the officers, as soon as they 

learned they were coming, quickly gathered a nd drove them a way . 

The officer gathered a p osse during the night time and retu rned 

early the followi ng morning , just at daylight , surrounded the 

camp and. the first negro who made his appeara nce was fired upono 

This re sul red in a general f jght between the of'fi cers and 

those negroes who were armed,. which lasted for some time, At 

the time of this battle there were s evera l omen and children 

in the camp there and there was no distincti on mad e between them 

and the persons who were responsible for the fi ghting . It 

seemed the sole desire of the possemen wa s to clean out the 

crump. After the battle they ar r ested every man found on the 

grounds , and these were hurried to the j a il at '!: uf s ula, a nd 

the women and children who were left were iven a n hour's 

notice to vacate the gromds . This fight took place on 

Thursday . I persona lly visited the Hickory Ground on the 

following saturday and found several tents which had been 

hurriedly lett, two or three box houses and the household oods 



286 
5 .. 

ther e in, th e Coun c i l House wh ich b · was uil t by the Sna ke 

followe rs a nd a b ox st o reroom wh i ch was owned by one of t h e 

ne g roes. On !::iunda y, t h e day after , 1 a ga i n rr.ad e a vis j_t t o 

Hic k ory Ground a n d f o un d t h a t all t he ten ts , bo x hous es , 

includ ing t h e Counc il Hous e , an d s toreho 1.Ee, t og et he r with 

their c ontents had been burned. 

In my o pi nion . t here wer e a grea t many n egr oes c on­

g r e gated t h e re who s h ou l d have been a rrested , because t h ey 

were of a wor thles s crimi na l c l ass of peop le , a nd 1n try ing 

to a r res t them t he innoce n t wer e c a used t o su ffer with t h e 

guilty . At the l ast .ee ting whic h 1 a t t en ded a t Hick ory 

Gr ound 1 h a d a conv ers a ti on i t h Cra zy na ke a nd Ba rney . ~cGil­

brey, the e x- chi ef of h i s f o llower s , which l asted a n hour . 

They were very f r i endl y , a sk ed d ifferen t qu esti ons on d iff -

e ren t matters , an d among those t h i ng s I exp l a in ed t o t h em t ha t . 

the pre jud i ce wa s v ery stro ng a ga i n st t h e negroes t hat had c on-

gr e@Ji ted in t h a t vi ci n ity , a n d I advi sed them t h at it would be 

to the i r be s t in t ere sts , i f th ey were going to me et , n ot t o 

allow a ny n e groes a t the ir meeting s . The y t old. me t hat fo r 

some t i me p r i or t o that t i me t h ey ha d end e a vo red t o divide 

themse lve s f r om t h e ne gro e s ,. a nd vhich 1 b el i eve t o be true fo r 

the rea son t ha t in st ead of camp i ng at Hi c kory Gro und a s they 

for~rly did,. t he Indi an s ha d ma de a n ew c am p about a mil e wes t 

fr an c~p Hickory , a t whic h p l ace there were n o n egroes , and 

nothing but full blood I n di ans. 

Ba r n ey McGilbery, t he ex- ch ief r eques t e d t hat I try 
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to help them r id themselv e s of the negro ele:nen t, if pos ible, 

and 1 promised him would try to do c::o, a nd I al ~o req u este d 

him not to hold any more meetings n d dvoC'..ate the policies 

they had , nd to come t o my office and make their c om. l a int s 

and a llow u s to d judi a t e tbeir matters for them . 

Sho rtly af ter this t a l k wi th Ba rney TcGil brey and 

Cra zy Snake , received a letter from icGi lbr ey a sking that 

our off ice take steps to r emove certa in ne roes who were 

camped at Hick ory Ground a n d who were wanted by t h e tate 

officia ls , This letter fran .'cGilbr ey , comin vo l untarily 

convin ces me clear l y that the Indians rea l ly wanted t he ne groes 

eli ina ted frcm their meetings. 

I have cov ered p ractically all of the est end of 

Mcintosh county, pa rt s of ug hes , kfuskee and Okmul e counties 

on ho rs eback within the pat thre e weeks , a nd ith ll the 

s ensa tiona 1 stories . of the shoo tin and killin hich took place 

in t his battle I fai led t o discover but one .er on who.., as 

killed e.n d t hat w s a negro preacher by t h e nare of Henderson , 

and he was fi re d u pon more than a mile est of Hickory Gro und, 

early on Thursd y morning as he was ridin long in the ub lie 

hi _bway , acc ompa nied by ano ther negro , drivin a mule team 

to a sp rin wagon . By careful invest i tion I find t ha t ne ith er 

he nor the ma n who was with him wa s rrak ing ny demonstra tion , 

nor were th ey d i so rderly in a ny manner, nn d were not aware of 

the trouble the officers were ha ving a t t ha t time a t Hickory 

Ground , but as they approached the c amp fran t h e west a )Osse 
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of wh i temen, orga nized without a uthority (if they had any 

authority, I was unable t o ascerta in by hom iv en ) confronted 

these t wo pe op le a nd ordered them t o ha lt, whereup on the negro 

who was driv in abandoned his bugey , jumped in the brush and 

r an way. The ol d preacher n e ver made any move t o escap e a nd 

it was a fte rvvards l earned that there were no arms either in t he 

buggy or on his per~on , nd the posse o pe ned ire on him nd 

he wa li t e ral l y hot t o pi eces, his ar m be in broken , one 

of his l egs was broke n, he w s shot in t he back, ith both 

btck shot a n d rullets . I IIli!ledi a tely the team became fright ened 

and ran away. The posse never made any attemp t t o ascert a in 

what dama e had been done--if they d i d circumstances do not 

show it-- a nd 24 hours l a ter the te am was d iscovered by parties 

in ~ s s ing, dow n in the underb rush , wound up in the ir harness , 

where they ha d been e ver since the day before . Th e old r ea cher 

was discov ered l ying in the bed of a sma ll creek a nd the round 

sh owed t ha t h e had dra gge d h i mse lf t h irty or fo rty feet alon g the 

ground in a n endeavor to reach water and he was fo tm d ith 

his h ea d l y ing near a small poo l of water . Thi a in c le arly 

demonstrates that the majori ty of t h es e posseme n were irre sponsi­

ble white men ith no a uthority whate ver, nd were out to t a ke 

ven g ean ce on a ny ne gro hom th ey met , thinking tha t their 

actions ' Jould be covered by the exci t e ent of the bat t le between 

the possemen a nd neg r oes at Hickory round , rrhe ctions of 

these parties who killed thi s negro preacher were most inhuman , 

inasmuch a s they ne v er trie~ in uny ma nner to as certa in t heir 

effects of their rm licious shooting, and this old man was a llowed 
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to remain for over twenty - four hours 

wounded a nd bleeding, and 

thirsti ~g , and fin ally he died t hrough exhaustion . 

On .Ja turday, Mar ch 2 ?, Hermann dom a n d Ed Batnn of 

Checotah, acting as deputy heriffs and hav±ng a warran t for 

the arrest of Crazy Snake on information or complaint s om 

out by d aum , the man who was killed , char g Crazy s nake 

wi th conspiracy , lleging that he was dire ctly responsible for 

the battle between the officers a nd n e roes at ickory Ground. 

This warrant should never have been issued fo:r the r ason that 

the parties who caused the same to be issued ere more or less 

prejudiced and really wished to arrest Crazy Sna ke , in my 

opinion , t o i n timidate the ba l ance of his fo llo ers . posse 

co mposed of s i x men in the afternoon of Mar ch 2? , proceeded to 

the home of Crazy Sna ke to arrest him. In pproachin , and very 

near his hane, they encountered two Indians walkin toward them 

in the public h ighway. One by the n ame of 0a - pa h-ye , who is now 

in t h e j a i 1 t Euf ula , and n other wh ose name is n o t kno wn. 

· en the Indi ans had arrived close to t h em they c o:rmmnded the 

Ina ian s to ha lt, a nd immediately the Indi a n hose name I d id not 

ascertain ra n throu h the brush and got away . The possemen 

claim that he ran back to the dwel lin g of Cr zy Snake . 'lhe ther 

this was true or no t no one ca n ascerta in for the r eas on that 

at that time it as between sundown a nd d rk , so dark in fa ct 

that the possemen could not distinguish on e ndi a n from another . 
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Vihen this Indian ran into the brush , the possemen opened fire 

upon him, whether to hit hill or scare him in a n endea or to 

make him stop could not be l earned. They arrest s a - pah - ye 

and still have him confined in j a il. This firing took p l a ce 

very n ear the hane of Crazy Snake · There ere th ere 9. t the 

56 

time severa l of his followers who ha d con r egated 3 t his house , 

for the re on, as we af terwards le rned , that era zy Snake wa s ibo 

deliver them a messa e on the followin Mon da y a t Hickory 

Ground, n d these par ties had co t h ere with the intention 

of escorting h · t o t h e camp . The possemen s y tha t in ap proach ­

ing the house they were fire d upon by Indians who were conceal­

ed behind trees and in fence corners, perha ps a hundred yards 

from the dwelling of era zy Snake . Some cl aim t hat s hooting was 

done fran his heme , while others do not know whether a ny s hots 

were fired from his dwellin g or not Ind i ans who wer e in the 

house a t the time o f the shooting , a nd one who made a confession 

to me , Tho r.:as Jones , now confined in t he j a il a t ~ ufa ula , s t a te 

that none of the men did any shootin from the h ouse , a nd 

di n't know the officers were in t h e yard or near the house un-

til they began firing J ones s tates t ha t the men who wer e in the 

house with the exception of himse lf, Crazy Sn ke and LPgus Jones, 

the son of c razy ,... na ke, ra n out. The officers droit that the 

man who killed two of their pos semen \as not in the house but 

some hundred yards away, a n d t hat it as s o dark they they 

could not dist inguish the dif fere nce between an Indi a n a nd a 

negro. 'ihile ome con tend that Sna ke did s ome of the shooting 

himself, the facts wil~ show and can be corroborated that the 

old man himself whil e the shooting was taking p lace w lked 
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back and forth in his house .. his a""'"s 
, .L UJ. folded, ver y much 

excited, and that he had no ·rms and d . ld not a ttempt to use 

any while the s hooting as ao i n a g on. Tho s J"ones made a 

confess! on t o me in t h e j a il at Euf aula , €!fi Ve me the na mes 

of the parties wh o were at the house . h d 
r w 0 wer e ar me , a nd who 

in h1"s opl. nl· on dl" d th h e s o ot i ng . · 11 this i nfo r ma t ion was 

furnished the pr osec u ting at t orney of clntosh county , who 

wa present ben Thomas .Jones told his s to ry, and in my 0 in­

ion I do not see how in any way they ca n hold Crazy Snake re -

sponsi bl e f or the killing of the e t wo pers ons or the hoo t ing 

of the possema n at Hickory Gro und, but the re judic e a mon the 

officers is very trong , i1 hile uheriff Odom lost his son d 

he is bound to be l!l.ore or les s pre judie e d , he takes a br oader 

view th n t he ma. jority of his d e uty sreriffs o r possemen and 

he persona lly would give any of them jus t ice if brought to 

trial, but I could not s a y that o f a ll of his under sh e riffs 

and most assuredly not of the ma jority of th e possemen . 

On s un a y, March 28 , 1909 , Colonel oy Hoffrmn , in 

command of t wo hundred soldiers arri v ed a t Henryetta , brought 

there by t elegram from the officers of rr clntosh county_; who 

were greatly a l Tmed over the kill ing of the posse en 

Hernnnn Odom and Ed Ba um, of Checotah, Oklah oma. t the t i me 

of the arriva l of the troops the r ea t est excitemen t pre vai led 

among the residents of t h e immedi a te vicin i ty of where the 

shooting had taken place , the ma jority o f whi te people moved 

their families, and you could s c a rcel y locate or find a n 

Indian or negro in the s urrounding country. olonel Hoffman 
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established headquarters a t Hickory Ground on the e vening 

of Sunday, March 28 . Th ere was a t that time r . Dixson H. 

Bynum, chief clerk at the Dawes Commission , a nd J . Carter 

Coo k , S upervisor of District agen ts who were present. On 

Sunday night, arch 2 8 , the possemen who · h ere scour1ng t e 

country, and there (were) a great number of them, arrested 

every India n a n d negro the y found , regardless of his past 

reputation, a nd the same was done on Monday. In the meantime 

Colonel Hoffman, by numerous interviews with Messrs . Cook 

and Bynum, had been enlightened as to t he true condition of 

affairs existing. The osse en , when he first arrived, were 

very much pre judiced, and if t hey had been a llowed exclusive 

ri ght to counsel t he olone l c omn:a nd ing , he might have been 

influenced and formed an opinion which would have been very 

detriment a l to the community a nd to the welfare of the citizens , 

but I do not think the S tate could ha ve selected a broader 

minded nan to handle the conditions , and one ho would have 

bro~ht quieting influences to bear as rapidly as olonel 

Hoffman. In my opinion the De partment shoul d feel very grate­

ful to Colonel Hoffman. for the manner in which he handled the 

conditions then existing . After his camp had been est ablish ed 

satisfactory, the Government officials -were solicited in con-

sul tat ion about the par ticulars of the shootings d the con-

ditions all carefully e one over. I have the honor t o state 

that at no tixoo was there any friction, or the least sembl ance 

of 1 t between the Federa l employees and Colonel Hoffman, and 

t at we all worked in harmony and ·e e re con t.dted freq LE ntly 



concerning matters that were about to 
take place and t h&t the 

Colonel on every occasion practically a cted on the suggestions 

given by us to him, and as I stated before there were numerous 

possemen s c ouring the woods nd a rresting every Indian they 

found and taking them out of their homes a nd f ields , a nd wh en­

ever any negro wa s s een who could be connected with this crime 

in any manner , if he attempted t o get away or run , he ther 

they knew who he was or not t hey be n sh t1' t h' oo ng a 1m . After 

the arrest of these In i a ns on Saturday a nd :rv on da y by the 

possemen, the Colonel refused to be r esponsible for them a nd 

they were taken by d eputy sheri ff s and confi ned in th e county 

jail at Eufa ula . Al l th e Indians a nd n egroes who wer e ar rested 

after that , and they were m ny , were instructed by the "' olonel 

to return to their home s nd resume their farmin and other 

work and he advised a ll of t he other resi dents that he was t h ere 

to protect them and they wer e not to l eave their homes or work 

and if a nybo dy at tempted to bot her them or arrest them trey 

would be arrested and prosecuted to the full extent of the law . 

No person ho was no present could believe or i mag ine 

tha t the condit ions existed as they d i d in cintosh county . 

People ·ere run away f'ran t heir h omes , and the burn' ng of the 

house of Crazy ;:)na k e w s unca lled f or , an d in a g reat many 

ca ses homes ·· e re looted by upposed possemen under the excite -

ment and many valuable t a ken t here f Dom. Colonel Hoffmam.. ve 

order s that a ll posserr:cn , un less they ha d a s ecia l permit 

frcm the sheri.ff of ~Into sh co unty must disarm thems e lves o r 

he would have them ar r ested nd sent to jai l. In less than 
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three da ys a ll t h e possemen we re dr iv en from the field a nd 

peo ple be g'l n t o re t urn t o the i r ho e s , r d a t t he pr e sent 

time the re i s not much e c· t x 1 emen t and cond itions ar e becoming 

norrml. 

Mes s r s . ook a nd Byn um were i n t he field with me f or 

ten 'ays and a fter the i r r e turn I s t ay ed a week lon er try in g 

to give as s istance to t h e c ommand er , f or t h e reason tha t I 

was persona lly a cqua i n te d with t h e ma j ority of t he Ind i ans 

living in t ha t co mmunity , o.n d t h e meth o ds employed by h im, we r e , 

in my o pi n i on , exa ctl y wh at shou l d h ave been don e if th e 

s ame had b een handl e d by t he e ~rtment . f e w men under 

Colonel Hoffman ' s command a n d mys el f ha ve for t h e past th ree 

weeks ende avored t o secure an interview with razy na k e a nd 

try t o induce h im t o su rrend er , ·h ich I t hink wi ll be done i n 

the v ery n e ar f u tu re. 

I ca nnot b egin t o exp l a in the ma ny a trociti e tha t 

were done by the pos s emen , but t h ey were rrany . Your atte n tion 

is ca l led to t h e a as e of a n oss anan who ar r est e d a n In dian 

near t h e town of Henryet t a , r i d ing a l ong t he pub lic h i hway , 

ap parent l y gu i l ty of noth i ng , sear che d h im s ecur i n 8 5 . 0 0 

in mon ey f r om hi s per son , h i s k nife and othe r va l uab les a n d 

then r e l eas ed him. This ma n, I l ate r lea rned , left the t own 

or Henryet t a the same nig ht taking t he Ind i a n' s mon ey with 

him. A g r ea t rmny i ncidents simi lar t o this ha ve ta ken p l a ce 

but the a iiDunt i n 'VOlved was not so _,r ea t, but i t will ork a 

great har dship on these i nnocen t, i goo r an t peo p le. Yo u canno t 
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blame the sheriff directly for these 
acts , but his a ttention 

and the atten tion of the prosecut 1·ng t 
a torney s hould be 

called to these matters so that cr iml'nal 
roceedin s can be 

instituted again t the pa rties responsible f or the e . 

The · prosecutin attorney of cintosh county has 

worked in harmon y ~ ith th e e p t men t in t his matter and on 

Friday, ·"1.Pril 9 , 1909 , I secured the rel ease fr om j a i 1 of 

a ll the ndians with whcm I was persona lly acquainted and knew 

were not res onsi ble in a ny rm nner f or this controversy , a nd 

at the present time there ar e confined in the county jai l. 

only four ndi a n s d only t wo of them are in a ny way connected 

w1 th this af f a ir • 

In making my tri p s through the co untry for t he pa st 

three weeks in con ... ection with t his trou ble , I h ave been able 

to l el:irn more about t he condition of this Snake f a cti on of 

Ind i a ns tha n ever before . 'fHE SN KE I 1JL ' IS .;N OBJECT OF 

PITY I NSTE D OF BEI TG EFI TT I NTR&CTIBLE RESOUR CEFUL 

'1: RRI OR , · RrlED TO THE T""ETH D THHE · I TG TO :ASS CRE THE 

• THEY .t. HE TI liD P OVERTY STR I KEN OPLE L IVING 

IN S ~UALOR IN LOG HUT IN REl'lOTE PL CES IN THE HILlS . IF 

EXTR OH I NA ILY INDUSTRIO S SNAKE I I 1v y ..., TI E 

FOUR OR FIVE AC ES OF CORN FOR " SOFKY" HIS PRI CIPAL FOOD • 

HE GETS HIS MEAT FR01 HOGS THAT RU I ~ 'IHE ,·'• OODS D SA 

RULE BE SPEAKS ONLY THE CREEK LANGU GE AND C NNOT UNDE STAND 

ENGLISH . THEY HAVE SCARCELY NY F NITURE IN THEIR HO "ES 

AND WHILE IT IS TRUE THAT THEY E H HAVE 160 CRES OF LAND IN 

A GREAT MANY CASES THE LAND IS ALL THEY HAVE , THEY RA. VE NO 
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I MPLEMENTS TO FARM IT ','i iTH, NO HOR ES v, Im ·.mCH TO FARM, 

NO READY MONEY VnTEf '.'/RICH TO BUY PROVI S IONS . NO LA . .'S OF 

PEOPLE ARE S DESTITUTE AS GREAT ~NY 0""' THE IGNO T 

FULLBLOOD SNAKE I ND I 'JS . I CANNOT FIND 'v" ORDS TO EXPRESS , 

NOR C A PERS ON CO , REHEND THE CO ~DITIO S UNDER ''/RICH lliESE 

PEOP LE LIVE, 1 ND 1lHILE THE GO RN NT HAS ADE NO PR OVIS ION , 

AND IT IS TRUE THAT THEY B ONG TO CIVILIZED TRIBE OF I I S , 

THEY ARE IN ~ANY C SES IN F R ~ORE 7i ORSE C 0 :DITIO TIL 

BLANKE TRIBE OF I NIH S THAT NOV EXISTS , AND NO GRK TER GOOD 

CAN BE DONE T- N R VING S OUE LEGISk~TIO P SSED 'ID BETTER 

THE I OrJDITION . 

The many news paper r epo rts r elative to the Snake 

rebell ion have in a l most e very in sta :ooe been exag .:>erations an d 

it can be truthfully Ra id t h at the killings which took place 

are s i milar to what often happe ns i n our e ve ry d ay l ife in the 

arresting of desperate men an d while it was not ne ce ss ry 

tha t t he tro ops b e sent to arrest t h e erpe trators who d i d the 

killing it s v ery fortunate for the people of c i nt osh 

county tha t t hey were sent be cau se it had the de sire d effe ct 

of qu ickly quiet ing the fears that were enterta ined by the 

resident s of Mc i ntosh county . In so far as t h e re . e t i tion 

of this troub le is concerne d , I do not think that t he same 

will ever happe n, and ~ha t i s t o be do ne with Chitto Harjo 

in the future and to s top repetition of these meetin s I 

see only one recourse, a nd that v ould be tha t Con e s pass 

a n a ct, with Harjo 's consent, t ha t he and t he most 1 norant 

and needy of his followers be p l aced on a reserva tion a nd 
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under t he care and prot ec tion of the United States ov ernment . 

Unless the Depa r tment can cee f it to provide for a g rea t many 

of these ignorant peo ple , exposure and sta rva tion wi 11 quickly 

cause their de ath • 

.h. great many reports have issued relat ive to the 

treatment of persons who ere arre sted and a grea t many 

a t roc i t ie s er e co mm i t teed , mon the a c ts a lleged to have 

been commi tted and 'hich re c eived a gr eat dea l of ne s ape r 

notoriety was the arrest of Legus J on es , son of Crazy Snake . 

The papers g ave the statement a s to the manner in which h e 

bad been tree ted, reciting as to how he had been choked and 

hung up b y the neck by possemen in a n endeavor to make him 

disclose the whereabout s of his f a ther , which was all 

unc alled for and not true. Le us Jone~ , while he ca n not talk 

much English , unde rst :mds the l an gua e-e wel l, I had a personal 

intervie w with him espe ci ally to ascer t ain if he had been 

mist rea t ed a t t he time of his a rrest . He denie s that the 

of f icer s choked or attempted t o hang him a nd informed me 

that the only overt ac t which they d id was t o p oke him in the 

back with their winchesters and s ay to each other that if 

he did not tell where his fa ther was that they would hang 

him, and that they did not s trike or abuse him otherwise . 

1 e s pe c t fully , 

ELG . 

Copy of carbon co y of 1 8 pp . 

Copied by 1L~ 4/6/34 

District ;~ ent . 

ELG was E. L. Gelder, Dist• Agent. Fred Cook, District Agent, 
probably signed his. 
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Subject: In re alleged torturing 
or Crazy Snake's son. 

Mr. H. C. Valentine. 
Assistant Commissioner, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Valentine: 

April 19, 1909. 

535 

I have your note of the 14th together with the 

letter from t~. Van Tassel Sutphen, addres sed to Honorable 

Charles N. Fowler, M. c ., in the matter of the alleged torturing 

of the son of Crazy Snake 1 it having been reported in the press 

throughout the count~ that the deputy sheriffs had choked and 

hung him by the neck in an endeavor to, make him d1 sclose the 

whereabouts of his father. 

As soon as this report became current . I made con-

siderable inquiry as to this particular matter in connection with 

keeping in touch with the situation generally and was informe d 

that such actions existed entirely in the fertile bra in of s one 

newspaper correspondence, but in order to ascertain defi nitely, 

I instructed District Agent Cook to have a persona l interview 

with this young man, whose name is Legus Jones, a nd I respectfully 

transmit Kr. cook's report herewith, from which it will be seen 

the lndiaa h i mself denies that the officers choked or hung him, 

but they did threat en h 1m • 

I take pleasure in further r eporting that as I informed 
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you before, the County Attorney ot Mcintosh Countr, in which 

county all the Indians were arrested, stated that he would wel­

come any assistance we mig ht give him lookin g to the speedy re­

lease of any Indians, and since the excitement has quieted down 

we have taken the matter up and of the 30 Indi a ns originally 

arrested, all but four have already been released, these four 

being Thomas Jones, Sa-Pah-Yeh, two who were Crazy Snake's house 

when an attempt was first made to arrest him and at whic h time 

the two officers were killed, and two Indians named Coker who 

it is thought had some connection with Charlie Coker (they being 

his nephews) the Indian wh o it is believed killed t he offi cers. 

These last two Indians will be released soon , as it is not thought 

they had any connection with the killing. I will s oon submit 

detailed r eports from all the district agents who were in the 

field, which will cover the whole situation. 

District Agent ook has just returned from the scene 

ot the disturbanoe, he having been out with the few soldiers left 

to tr.r to apprehend Crazy nake himself. He reports all excite­

ment quieted and the officers are endeavoring to induce Crazy 

Snake to see the wisdom of surrendering. Crazy .. Snake , of 

course, knows of the killing of the two office s and is probabl y 

keeping in hiding because of his fear that he - is held responsible 

for this and will be dealt with severely immediate ly upon his 

being taken into custody. 

Colonel Hoffman, in charge of the militia, has 

offered him every protection and has said that he will see that 



he has a fair and impartial trial. 

Yours very truly, 

DHK/B United states Indian Agent . 

Co py of carbon copy, unsigned, on file in office of Supt. 
of FiTe Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Okla. 

Copied by RLW 4/9/'34 



DEPAR'Th1ENT OF ffiE INTERIOR 

United States I ndian Service 
' 

Union Agency, 535. 

Muskogee, Oklahoma, April 19, 1909 

Honorable Dana H. Kelse.y, 

United States Indian Agent. 

Union Agenc7, Mustogee, Oklahoma . 

Sir: 

In compliame with your request that I make an 

investigation and report as to the stories published in the 

newspapers, and which have been bro~ht to the attention of 

Congress by Van Tassel Sutphen , of orristown , New Jersey, 

relative to the treatment accorded Legu.s Jones, son or 

Chitto Harjo, or Crazy Snake , at the time of his arrest for 

being one of the parties r esponsible for the killin g of the 

two possemen near his father's house on the evening of 

March 2 7, 1909 ~ The papers gave a s ta tem.ent as to the manner 

in which he had been treated, reciting as to how he had been 

choked and hung b.r the neck by the pessemen in a n endeavor 

to make him dis·close the whereabouts of his father, all of 

which was uncalled for a nd not true. 

Legus Jones while he can not talk much Engli sh 

understands the English language quite well . In compliance 

w itb your request I had a personal i ntervi eR with him 

especially to ascertain if he bad been mistreated at the 

time of his arrest. He denied that the officers choked 

or attempted to bang him, and informed me that the on~ 
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overt act that they did was to poke him in the back with 

their winchesters and say to each other that if he did 

not tell where his father w;as they woul. d hang hia. This, 

I gathered, was dore merely to intimidate him, and the true. 

facts are that they- did not strike or abuse him otherwise. 

Respectfully , 

(Signed) Fred s . Cook 

FSC-J13M District Agent. 

Copy of Letter Press copy signed, in office of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes,. Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/11/34: 
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Subject: History 
ot Smke uprising 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

Union Agency, 

'!P3 

Holdenville, Oklahoma, April 19, 1909 

Mr • Dana H. Kelsey, 

Sir: 

u. S. Indian Agent, Union Agency, 

~uakogee, Oklahoma. 

535 

Receipt is acknowledged of your communication of 

April 5, 1909, which you ask that I furnish you a full and 

complete report concerning the recent excitement alleged to be 

charged to the Snake Indians, which occurred the latter part of 

March, 1909, and that you wouLd be glad to hear any suggestions 

which might occur to me of what action, if any, should be taken 

b7 the Government to prevent similar difficulties. 

To give an exact account of what actually transpired 

at Cra~ Snake's home on March 27, 1909, would be a difficult 

proposition. What led up to it can only be surmised in a gen-

eral way, and of course that would be of no account in arriving 

at what actually occurred on the occasion above mentioned. What 

happened on Thursday, March 2 5, 1909~ at the Hickory Grounds, 

could, I believe, in no way be laid at the door of the Snake 

Indians. It is ccnceded by all parties that there were no 

Snake Indians present on that occasion. In talking with Sheriff 

Odom on April 9, 1909', I was told b7 him that he learned on 

Friday, March 26, 1909, that the Snake Indians were gathering at 
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the home of Chito Harjo, He hurriedly got out a warrant tor 

Ch1to Harjo, based upon information and belief, and not upon 

actual knowledge, sworn to by one of his deputies and gave same 

to his son to have served. Hi s son swore in a number of deputies 

and proceeded to the h ome ot Chi to Har jo.. As they came up 

through the woods to Chito Harjo's house, they met two Indians, 

both of whom had Winchester rifles. Upon seeing the officers 

they started to move away and were told to halt, rut instead or 

doing as commanded, they started to run, when the sheriff 's son 

opened fire upon them, and in the fight which ensued the Sheri ff's 

son and one of the deputies were killed. They then returned 

for re-enforcements. That in substance is a complete a nd 

acourate account of what occurred on the memrable occasion of' 

March 2?, 1909, at the home of Chito Harjo. ihen the s heriff's 

posse returned some ti.me later, Chito Harjo and some of his 

followers had left and their whereabouts is now unknown. 

I personally visited what wa s once the home if Chito 

Harjo. All that is left is a pile of ashes. I learned that some 

of the deputy sheriff's burned his home• For what purpose, I 

was unable to ascertain. I also learned upon good authority 

that at the time there were a few of the Snake Indians at 

Chito Harjo•s house, but there was no meeting of any general 

importance to be held on that occasion, Indians, as you are 

probably aware, are great people to visit:, and in all probabil­

itJ' they were there for the purpose of visiting a nd intending 

no hana to anyone, and when they were fired upon by sheriff 



3. 

Odom's deputies they had a perfect right to believe that they were 

being attacked and that the]" should protect their lives. The 

white people are are the immediate neighbors of Chi to Harjo told 

me that they could ask for no better neighbor tha n Chi to Harjo 

and that he never molested them. in any way, or caused th em any 

serious apprehension. There are some farmers, however, living 

quite a distance from. Chito Harjo, who seem to be of the opinion 

that Chito Harjo is a menace to the community, and the more they 

talked about tbe matter, the roore . they seemed to be convinced thAt 

the quicker Snake's band was exterminated, the better they would 

be off. Col. Hottman, who was in command of the troops, seemed 

to gather the same opinion ot these farmers that I did. They, 

I believe, are the cause of this disturbance more than the Indians 

were· Chito Har jo and his followers, I believe have just a$ much 

right to their belief as the Sociali st party has to their belief, 

or for that matter, any other political body, as long as they 

do not violate law and order. 1 ffm told that they never have 

openly violated any law, but by reason of the attitude of Crazy 

snake and his belief, the more ignorant Indians are led to be­

lieve, that crazy Snake's contention about the Treaty of 1832 

ia correct, and that their chances of success are exc ellent, 

and that sooner or later their supposed rights will be granted. 

Of course their proposition is absurd. Nevertheless he works 

1 Until they are in a fervid state of excite-upon their gnorance 

men~. and are liable some time or other to be a menace to the 
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communi~· I am firmly of the opinion t hat if Chi to Harjo 

is eliminated from the Snake band of Indians that the trouble 

will cease, and that they will readily see the folly of future 

efforts in that direction. I readily appreciate the gravity 

of depriving any citizen of' his liberty, but the Snake Indians 

have been more or less trouble to the Government and that it 

the brains of their or g nization are removed, I believe the 

trouble will be eliminated. 

The Snake Indians residing in my district , who 

belong to the Eufaula Harjo band, who hold their meetings at 

Hanna, Oklahoma, and h s ve had several meetings at whic:h I hav~ 

been present. No negroes are members of' t hat band, and a more 

orderly or better conducted meeting cruld not be found anywhere, 

than those held at Hanm. 

I believe every effort should be made to ascertain 

who are responsible for tbe burning of' the home of' Chito Harjo, 

so that the guilty parties might be apprehended, and that they 

might be made to pay f'or the damag e and loss sustained by him. 

This I believe is a brief history of my observations 

of the recent trouble claimed to ba ve been caused by Chi to Harjo 

and his followers, and the suggestions I have made are given 

in an impartial and 1mpassiona te manner,. and are as I saw them 

during my recent visit to that locality. 

Respectfully, 

WAB-HED. Dist riot Agent. 

Copy of carbon copy, unsigned, in of'f'ioe of' Supt. of File 
Civilized Tribea, Kuskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 



(A) 

Subject: Asks 
1:r where a bouts 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service , 
535 

Union Agenay­of Crazy Snake is 
ascertained to 
communicate with 
this af'fice 
immediate ]y. 

Holdenville, Oklahoma , April 19, 1909 

Mr. Dana H. Kelsey, 

u. s. Indian Agent, Union Agency , 

Muskogee , 0 kla h oma • 

Sir: 

Pursuant to the instructions contained in your 

letter of Apr il 12, 1909, relative to the recent disturbances 

in the Creek Nation, and asking that if we should get any 

information of a ny kind or character with referenc e to th e 

whereabouts of Crazy Smke (chi to Harjo) , that we communicate 

with your office as soon as possible• You are advised that 

every effort possible has been made by this office to locate 

said Chito Harjo , but that so far our efforts in that direction 

have been of no avai~ . However, we shall keep on t he l ookout 

and if any informs. ti en comes to us, you wi ll be advised 

immediately. 

Re spec tfu lly, 

(Signed) William A. Baker, 

WAB-HED. District Agent. 

L. s . 1 p. in office of su nt. of ive Civil/ized/ Tribes , 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4 11 34 
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Subject: In re David Davison , 
Snake Indian under arrest. April 22, 1909. 

Mr· Thonas J • .ttarrar, 

District Agent, 

Okmulgee, Oklahoma. 

Sir: 

I have your letter of the 16th instant and note 

what you say about David Davison who was arrested for 

alleged complicity in the recent Snake Indian trouble. In 

reply I beg to advise that the County Attorney of Mcintosh 

County called at my office to da y a nd I asked in reference 

to this man. He informed me that Davison was one of the 

first to be turned loose, as there was no evidence whatever 

against him. 

All the Indians who were arrested have n CJif been 

turned loose except two, so the attorney states, and these 

are two who were at Crazy Snake's house when the two 

officers were killed and a re being held as witnesses . 

Yours very truly, 

B United States Indian Agent. 

Copy of carbon copy, unsi g ned, in office of Supt • of 
Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee . Copied. by RLW 4/11/34 



Subject: Snake trouble. 

May 3, 1909. 

Mr. R. G. Valentine. 

Assistant Commissioner 
' 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Valentine: 

I return your file of the recent Snake disturbance 

sent me with your note from Chicago. I have made a few 

pencil interlineatians and attach a few paragr aphs which I 

think should be inserted in lieu of those I have marked on 

pages 4 and 5,. or at least something along these lines. Ex­

cept indirectly by encouraging or allowing a lawless element 

of negroes to assemble with them, the Indians were not in any 

way c cncemed with the recent fighting at Hie kory Ground. 

The shooting started when an attempt was made to arrest the 

negroes in camp. The other shooting was at Chitto Harjo's 

house, 20 miles distant, where the officers were killed. 

There were no other shots fired. 

I also transmit for your consideration detailed re-

ports from District Agents Cook, Baker and Farrar, who were on 

the scene and with the state troops all the time. These go 

very much into detail and are self explana tor:r• Please also 

note a letter from Indian policeman N'esbit from Tishomingo 

wm states tbat the Choctaw and Chickasaw Smkes are sending 

money to 1. Walter Mitchell and 0. z. B. Walton at Washington 

each month. 

I have recently had another conference with the 
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County Attorney of Mcintosh County and he tells me he is doing 

all in his power to try to ascertain what officers or possemen 

or alleged possemen are chargeable with some of the acts 

mentioned in Distri~t Agent Cook's report• we will also do 

our ver,r best to get the facts in these cases and if the guilty 

persons can be ascertained have them properly dealt with, bu~ 

this will be a difficult mat-ter in view of the fact that the 

count17 was sinply swarming with deputies and many acting as 

officers who were not even authorized to do so. 

I believe it will only be a question of a short time 

until Chitto Harjo himselt will surrender• He cannot stay 

in hiding much longer • In fact, I have Just heard today 

about where he is thought to be. If his elimim. t ion from 

leadership does not put an end to the a gitation and these poor, 

misguided full bloods do not star at home and make themselves 

a 1 iving • the Government, or some au thori tyr will neces sarily 

have to take some radical steps to take charge of them. The 

matter will be closely watched a nd further developments re-

ported in due- time. 

Yours very truly, 

United States Indian Agent. 

Enclosure. 

copy of carbon copy unsi gned in office ot Supt • of Five 
Civilized Ttibes, Muskogee, Okla. 

Copied b.1 RLW 4/7/34 



Detartment of Justice. 

Office ot United States Attorney, 

Eastern District ot Oklahoma. 

Muskogee. Oklahoma, May 8, 1909. 535 

Hon. Dana H. Kelsey, 

Dear Sir: 

United States Indian Agent, 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

I ant in receipt or a letter fran the .Attorney 

General directing me to render all as s istance possible to see 

that the Indians arrested in connection with the Crazy Snake 

rebellion or uprising receive a fair and impartial trial at 

the hands of the State. 

I have never been informed that there were any 

Indians arrested in connection with this matter. If there 

are, I wish you would advise me who they are, where the cases 

are pend ing, when they will probably be for trial and a ll such 

information as may be of assistance in protecting their rights 

and interests, and obli ~, 

WJG-y 

Yours respectfully, 

(Signed) • J. Gregg. 

United States Attorney. 

1. s. 1 p. in office of Supt. of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. 

Copied by RLW 4/9/34 



Subject: In re release of Indians 
arrested account Snake 
trouble. 

Mr. w. J. Gregg, 

Sir: 

United States At torney, 

Muskogee, Oklahoma. 

May 10, 1909 

535 

Replying to your letter of the 8th instant and 

confirming my telephone conversation of the same date with 

reference to the arrest of the Indians in the recent Crazy 

Snake disturbance. I beg to advise that while some 20 or 30 

Indians were originally arrested. after the excitement quieted 

and after a confer ence with represents ti ves of this department, 

the County Attorney of Mcintosh County r eleased all but two 

or three Indians who were thought to be involved in the killing 

ot the two officers, but recently e.ll of these have been turned 

loose except one, who, I underst and, has just been allowed to 

give bond. This Indian's name is sa-pah-ye· and I understand 

he is held for being implicated in the killing of the officers 

at Crazy Snake's house. I do not understand that his trial has 

been set nor do I know under what specific charges he is held 

but I will emeavor to secure this information and advise you. 

I might add that Mr. H. B. Reubelt, the Count,v 

Attorney of McintoSh County, has conferred wi th this office sev­

eral times and bas given me e very assurance that any Indians 

arrested will be given a fair and impartial tria1. 

Very respectfully, 

DHK-B United States Indian Agent. 

Copy or carbon copy, unsigned, in office or Supt. of File 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 



FIELD. 

SUBJIDT: 
Enclose copy of 
letter ad dressed 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian Service, 

UNION AGENCY , 

to J. 11 alter Mit c b! 11. 
Muskogee, Oklahoma , May 26 , 1909 

George Gouge, 

Hanna, Oklahoma . 

Sir: 

Referring to our con versat 1 on when in my Orr ice 

on May 25, 1909, relative to a letter addressed to J . Walter 

Mitchell signed by George w. Woodrurf, Assistant Attorney 

General, in which he takes up the policy of dealing with 

Indians in 0 klahmm, I beg ta enc lose herewith for your in­

formation a copy of the letter in question and respectfully 

r eq tEst that you read sAme carefully and follow the advice 

given therein• A copy of this letter should have been sent 

to you by Mr· Mitchell and I am unable to understand why he 

did not send you a copy . 

If you are treated unfairly by local.. officials , you 

should take the matter up with District Agent William A . Baker, 

at Holdenville, Oklahoma, or District Agent Fred S . Cook , 

Checotah, Oklahoma, and they will take all possible steps to 

protect your interests. 

Respectfully, 

RSC-AED. ( s ig ned) Ben j • Mo sam an, 

ENC. 
Acting United States Indian Agent . 

1 p. in office of supt . Five Civilized Trib>es, Muskogee, 
L. S • Okla. Copied by RLW, 4/11/.34 



Subject; In re Crazy Snake. June 15. 1909 

The Honorable 
Commissioner or Indian Affairs . 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge your telegram of' 

this date as follows: 

"Report fully as to present status of Crazy snake 
affairs." 

(Signed) VALENTINE - Aotg. Com'r. 

Nothing further has transpired in connection with this 

matter since my last report• Chitto Harjo himself is still in 

hiding, having thus far- sucoessfuly evaded all efforts to locate 

his whereabouts. The state has had a special officer in the field 

almst all the time endeavoring to get in to c cmmunicat ion with 

him and our field men have at different times received messages 

purporting to come from him to the effect that he would soon 

surrender.. In fact, one or two meetings have been arranged, one 

of which was only last week, at which it was stated Chitto Harjo 

would either give himself' up or through some friends state upon 

what terms he would do so. Each time, however, nothing has come 

of these proposed meetings nor has any authentic information 

been received as to the whereabouts of Harjo himself. 

As I have heretofore reported, only one Ind ian was 

held under bond and he is awaiting the action of the grand jury 

for the killing of' the of fie ers at Crazy Snake's house. This 

grand Jury is to meet in Mcintosh County soon and Distrist Agent 

cook has been instructed to keep close watch of the matter and 

he has been assured by the County Attorney tha a fair presenta­

tion ot the taots will be made. As her etofor~ stated~ Mr• Rubelt, 
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the County Attorney, has conferred with this office and its 

field men constantly and I am sure he is disposed to be fa ir 

in every way. It is thought by some of our men that Chitto 

Harjo is probably waiting until the pro p osed grand jury 

investigation before he mkes his whereabouts known. 

As far as the public is concerned~ t he matter is 

practically forgotten. 

Very respe otf ully, 

DHK/B United States Indian Agent. 

Copy of carbon copy unsigned, in office of Supt . of Five 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/9/'34 



SubJect: In re Crazy Snake troub 1e. June 22, 1909. 

The Honorable 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Sir: 

I beg to acknowledge your Office letter "Land, E.B.II.," 

dated the 16th instant, with reference to the present status 

of the Crazy Snake rna tter, and supplementing my letter on the 

15th ins tan t in r esponse to your t ele·gram, I beg to state that 

every effort has been mde both by the state and our officers 

to do the thing you suggest, that is , to get Chitto Har~o t o 

surrender under pro~ r protection in order to avoid further 

trouble.. rY 
The efforts made to capture Hajo have not been by 

I' 

force of anne but a peaceful endeavor to get him to surrender. 

The Adjutant General of the Stat e has had a special officer in 

the field trying to get word to Harjo that he would have every 

possible protection from the state, but as stated in my previous 

letter, these efforts have thus far failed, althot.€h several 

times we have had word that he w ul d give himself up. 

One feature of the matter that we have been endeavor-

ing to obviate is that in addition to the efforts the officers 

have been making, I have understood that representatives of the 

"101" Ranch who conduct a "Wild West" show, have been trying to 

get in toooh with Harjo and ma ke some arrangement with him to 

go with them. I do not believe they will be successful. 

very respectfully, 

DHK-B United States Indian Agent. 

Copy of carbon copy, unsigned, in office of Supt. of Five Ci-vil­
ized Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/9/34 



Dana H. Kelsey, 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

United States Indian service, 

Union Agency 

Checotah, Oklahoma, July 10, 1909. 

% Commissioner of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. c. 

Dear Mr. Kelsey : 

The following named persons were imicted by the 

Grand Jury of Mcintosh County, for murder, in connection 

with the killing of the two officers at Pi erce, klahoma, 

March 28, 1909: 

Wilson Jones (chitto Harjo), 
Charlie Coker, 
Tom Ogee,. 
Sam Herr cxi , 
Louis Yardica, 
Sampson Brown, 
Ben Tobler. 

The two latter nam.es are negroes. 

You are also advised that I had a personal con ver-

eation with r. H. B. Reubelt, prosecuting attorney for 

Molntosh County, as to how and in what mnner they woul-d try 

to serve the warra nts on the above named per sons, My idea 

in conferring with him relative to this matter was to try to 

keep from ba vi:ng a repetition of the last trouble in maki~ 

the arrests, Mr. Reubelt treated me with the utmost courte·sy 

and assured me that he would allow no warrants to 1 ssue for 

the arrest or these persons until he c.ould talk the matter 

over with you personally or a representative of the Department, 
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relative to the manner in which they would proceed in arresting 

these people so that there would be no excitement or trouble 

in causing the arrest. I explained to him that our interests 

in consulting with him with reference to the manner in which 

the,r would be arrested was merely to keep froM causing excite-

ment and annoyance amo~ these full blood Indians that had 

heretofore been caused by the other trouble. 

If you can think or any suggest ions or think it 

advisable, you should, at your earliest convenience, notify 

me of your ideas relative to this matter, and Mr. Reubelt 

assured me that he would appreciate very much any suggestions 

or help that our office would see fit to give him in handling 

this difficult proposition. 

ELG. 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) Fred s . Cook 

Dist riot Agent. 

L. s. 2 pp. In Office of supt• of Five Civilized Tribes. 
Copied by R. L. W. 4/?/34 



McGow~ Serven & Mohun , 
Counsellors at Law 

Glover Building 

1419 F Street, N. w. 
~ashington , D. c. July 20 , 1909 

Han. Dana H. Kelsey, 

Union Indian Agent. 

Muske gee , 0 kla. 

Dear Sir: 

We have arranged to have Messrs • Turner Scott and 

Taylor Panoska call up on you at your office in the near 

future when they will present a letter from us in order that 

you may explain to them just what sor t of an agreement and 

what conditions you desire in connection with the settlement 

and adjustment of all of the Chitto Ha rjo troubles in the 

vicinity of Henryetta. We trust that you wi ll be able to so 

e xp lain the matter to them that they can report to their 

people what is wan ted and then determine if such a n agreement 

and conditions will be satisfactory in order that the same 

may be prepared an·d executed, upon which you wi 11 be just1fi ed 

in taking up the matter of the ad jus tmen t of these quest ions 

with the state authorities of Oklahoma. 

Thanking you in advance for any cour te sies you may 

be able to show these gentlemen , we are , 

Very sincere ly yours, 

(Signed) McGowan, Serven & Mohun 

~. s. 1 p., in office of Supt. of Five Civilized Tribes, 
Kusko~e, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



"S" 

DHK-LML 

SUBJECT: in re. Chit to Harjo rna tter. 

Messrs. McGowen, Serven & Mohun • Attorneys-at-aw, 

Sirs: 

1419 F s t . N • 1 • 
Washingt an, D. c. 

August 3, 1909. 

Referring to you r lett er of July 20, 1909, I 

320 

beg to advise that neither Taylor Scott or Taylor Panoska 

have called upon me with ref erence to the Chitto Harjo 

matter. I did, ho!M:!ver, ha ve a ver y s atisfa ctory conference 

with the County Attor ney of Mcintosh County sever a l days ago 

and he says that s entiment is very much changed in that 

county, and parti cularly in the ne i ghborhood of Euf a ula, but 

that he does not believe that a satisfactory plan could be 

worked along the 11 nes your Mr . Serven discussed with me when 

I was in Washington• He, hovvever, agreed to come to Muskogee 

again and take the matter up with me when yolE two Indians 

came here. It was his idea, of c curse, that change of venue 

should be taken to Pittsburg Count.J and he seems to believe 

that if one of the persons indicted could be tried in that 

county the matter could be bro ug)l t to a cone lusion in a very 

short time, and with abolute fairness to all concerned . 

He said he would be willing if one of thes e people 

would surrender to have arrangements made for the preliminaries , 

bond to be given , etc., without pub li oi ty. He seemed to 

think that the testimony that bad to be presented on one 

case would largely show the act ion to be taken in the others . 
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I am just informed that Louis Yorkeka., one of the 

persons indicted, has been arrested. and is now in jail . It 

is claimed by his friends that he was not at Chitto Harjo's 

house and that he can easily prove an alibi . 

I have reported the arrest to the United States 

Attorney a nd will also confer with the County Attorney with 

ref erence to his bond. I believe. as suggested by your Mr . 

Serven, that arrangements should be prompt ly made to have s cme 

one locally to look af't er their matter , as it my be necessary 

for them to be represented speed ily , and ,, of course , it !iiways 

takes time to canm.unicate with you . 

Re spec tf ully , 

United States Indian Superintendent. 

copy of carbon copy , unsigned , in office of Supt . of 
Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee . Copied by RLW 4/ll/34 



McGOWAN, SERVEN & MOHUN, 

Counsellors at Law 

ashington, D. c. August 9, 1909 

Hon. Da m H. Kelsey , 

Dear Sir: 

Superintendent Union ndian Agency, 
Muskogee, Okla . 

Your very kind 1 ette r of the 3rd is received in 

answer to ours of the 20th concerning Chitto Ha rjo 's matter . 

We are very glad to know of the information you gave us con­

cerning the general condition of affairs there . we are also 

advised that Louis Yorkeka, one o~ the pea.'sons indicted , has 

been arrested and is now in j ai 1 . 

We have suggested concerning the arrangement for 

local counsel and we understand our suggestions have been sub ­

mitted to their council or leaders but thus far we hav·e re-

ceived no information as to what they are going to do . 

We now learn that there appears to have b een some 

misconception on the part of Messrs. Scott and Panoska and they 

expected further advice before calling upon you. We have re­

quested that they· call at the earliest o pportunity to go over 

the matter with you and will promptly take steps t o get it 

thoroughly considered and a~justed on behalf of their people. 

On ace ount of the many hardships and burdens that 

these Indians have borne as a result of past circ\llll8tances 

thq seem to he more or less sus pic ioua of everyone connected 

with the Government, and possibly of everyone else . This 

has resulted in it being a prettJ difficult task to get any 
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definite progress made on their behalf in this mtter. 

The more we see of them and their way of doing business 

the more dubious we are· as to their abilityto plan and care 

for themselves. We, therefore, earnestly hope that you will 

do everything you possibly can to befriend · hem and assist 

in the solution of the. existing complications. If anything 

further at this end can be accomplished for them we will be 

very glad to advise fully with you and endeavor to work out 

the best possible solution for them from every point of view . 

Very sincerely , 

(Signed} McGowan , erven & Mohun 

L. s. 2 pp, in office of Supt~ of Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



McGowan, Serven & Mohun 
' Counsellors at Law, 

Glover Building, 
1419 F Street. N. w. 

Washington, D. C. September 2, 1909. 

Bon. Dana H. Kelse,r, 

Dear Sir: 

Union Indian Agent, 

Muskogee, Okla. 

In the matter or the Chitto Harjo band of Creek 

Indians, in pursuance ot our interview or yesterday, we take 

pleasure in advising you that today we have had aa extended 

conference with Messrs• Turner scott, Wilson dones, young Beaver 

and Albert Brady, who have agreed that as soon as the forrm.lities 

are arranged they will endeavor to secure the surrender for 

trial of one of the Indians who was present at Chitto Harjo's 

house last March when the trouble there occurred. e address 

this letter to you in order that it may be answered by Mr. 

Bennett of your office as we do not have Mr . Bennett's full name. 

we desire to inquire if change of venue can be had on 

a proper showing from Eufaula to either McAlister or Muskogee. 

These Indians seem to think that they would prefer to have the 

trial at Muskogee. e are informed that there is no question 

about the possibility of having the case heard at McAlister but 

that there is some doubt as to Muskogee. Kindly advise us 

whether the practice there would permi~ of the transrer. of this 

case to the District Court of Muskogee. We also wish to know 

when the next tenn of the court will. be held at which it might 

be possible to try one of the Indiana indicted. Our impression 

is that sane one bas 1 nformed us tha't the court meets about the 
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'19 • 

first ot Ootober. Ot course we will desire an early trial 

and will endeavor to cooperate in every way with the cotmty 

attorney and the United State s Attorney 's office in this matter. 

A considerable number of preliminaries ~ust be attended to 

before the trial and ·we have suggested that we wi ll get these 

arranged as early as possible, including local coonsel to 

represent whoever may be t ·;ried, before the accused is taken i nto 

ous tody. 

An early reply will be greatly appreciated. 

Respectfully yours~ 

(Signed) McGowan, erven & Mohun 

Y/F 
L. s. 2 pp in o ffioe of Supt. of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee . 

Copied by RLW 4[9/34 
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September 6, 1909 

McGowan, S e r ven & Mohan, 

Gentlemen: 

Glover Building , 1419 F st . N . w., 

Washington , D. c. 

We are in receipt of your favor of the . 2nd inst. 

res pee ting the employment of our .Mr • Rider in the defense 

of the Chitto Harjo indians. All our sympathies are with 

these indians, and we would be very glad t o take on their 

defense. 

As we understand your letter , our employment at 

this time would be l imited to the trial of one of the defen-

dants a s a test case, a nd we would have charge of that trial 

to be assisted by the Indian Agent and the United States · 

Attorney at Muskogee. 

Our Mr. Rider will undertake these servicr;es for a 

fee of $1000 and exJ:enses~ If other defendants are to be 

tried on these charges, additional c anpen sat ion wi ll be 

expected in the event he is retained. If this is satisfactory 

to you, advise us by wire , as the time is short, a nd our Kr. 

Rider will proceed at ance to t he preparation of the case for 

trial. If you have copies of the reports or investi f!!3. tions 

made by the government, please forward them to us. 

Yours truly, 

Parker &. Rider. 

ln Orr1ce or Supt. or ~1Te Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. 
Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



McGO~ AN, SERVEN &. MOHUN, 

Counsellors at Law, 

Wa shington, D. C. September 10, 1gog 

H~. Dana H. Kelsey, 

Uni on I ndian Agency, 

Muskogee , Okla. 

Dear Sir: 

We beg to mn d you herewith copy of letter which 

we have just received from Messrs. Parker & Rider of Vinita 

and copy of our reply thereto . We will prompt l y advise you 

as soon as there are any further developments . 

Respectfull y yours , 

(Signed) McGowan , Serven &. Mohun 

L. s. 1 p., in office of clupt . Five Civilized Tribes, 
Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 
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September 10, 1909 
Messrs. Parker & Rider , 

Vinita, Okla. 

Dear Sirs: 

Vt e are in receipt of your letter of the 6th instant 

in regard to the defense of the Chitto Harjo Indians. As 

pointed out in our letter of the 2nd in stantt there is but 

one Indian to be tried now and we do not anticipat e that a ny 

further acticn will be required in the case ot the other 

Indiana. 

Referring to the fee which you mention, viz; $1,000 

and expenses, would say that this is far more than the Indians 

would be able to pay. We have discussed this· feature very 

fully with Mr. Kelsey and agreed with him that under a ll the 

circumstances the Indians should be proper ly defended for 

$250 or at the outside $300o We are thor ough l y familiar with 

all the facts and circliD.stances and the file of. the Interior 

Department would be open to th.e inspect ion of the a ttorner who 

defended. we have made copi ous notes from the file a nd have 

a collection of newspaper articles which appeared at the time 

and subsequent 1y. Not only have these Indians the ent ire 

sympathy of tbe officials of the Department but we have yet 

to meet anyone who has been conversant with the facts who 

tailed to asser~ his unqualified belief' that Harjo and his 

follower• were nei tber directly or indirectly· resp:>nsible 

for the incept ion ot this trouble. The most that c ould be 

said against them was that they permitted a lawless set ot 

negroes to take up their abode in the vicini t!' of Hickory 

Meeting Ground. As to the killing of' Sheriff' Odom•s son, 
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this was simply a matter ot self-defense as all the reports­

agree that the firing was begun by the deputy sheriffs . 

We cannot, therefore, recommend the acceptan~e ot 

your proposition to the Indians and if the figure contained 

herein is satisfactory to you we will be very glad if you 

will advise us. We sincerely hope, however. under all the 

circumstances that you DE.•J' see your way to accept this em-

ployment and in c cnnecti on therewith. please do not over look 

the fact that you will have the cooperation of the United 

states Attorney in the tr,ial of the case and of both hi m and 

the Interior Departmm.t in the product ion of the necessary 

facts. 

Faithfully yours , 

Z/F 

Copy of carbon copy, unsigned , in office or Supt. Five 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



Messrs. Rider de. Parker , 
Vinita, Okla. 

Dear Sirs~ 

'C' 0 ..... 

Sept anber 14, 1909. 

We are in receipt of your telegram today as 

follows: "Your suggestion unreasonably low Note reference to 

Kelsey He is in Michigan. Wil l take employment five hundred 

or leave amount to Kelsey" . 

We have conferred with the representative of the 

Indians now in Wa shing ton mL.d on behalf' of the Indians beg 

to state that your suggestion as to leaving the amount of your 

fee to be det ermined by Mr• Kelsey is satisfactory to the 

Indians and will be accepted by them , it being understood 

of' course that such determination is to be made by Mr . Kelsey 

after the services have been rendered . le have been unable to 

obt ain information as to just when the court will con vene and 

as soon as we ascertain this we wil l immediately attend to 

having the Indian wm is to be tried brought in and also that 

you may obtain access to the Government. 's file in regard to 

this matter. v e will also forward you our memorandum concern­

ing the same, together with an expression of our views in 

regard to such points as we may deem pertinent. 

we consider your suggestion as to leaving the amount 

to Mr. Kelsey a very good one and the fairest arrangeme·n t 

possible mder the circumstances. We have no doubt tha.t this 

will prove entirely satia·factory to both the Indians and your-
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selves, From what we have learned of your firm. we are sure 

the Indians ha"Ve been fortunate in securing your services. 

Faithfully yours~ 

Copy of carbon copy unsigned in office of Supt. ot Five 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4111/34 



McGOWAN , SERVEN & MOHUN, 

Counsel1o·r s at L aw ~ 

Washington , D. c., September 14 , 1909 

Hon . Dana H. Kelsey , 

Dear Sir : 

Union .l.ndi an Agency, 

Muskogee , Okla . 

Referring to the matter of the compensation of 

Messrs • Rider &. Parker as attorneys for the Indian to be tried 

under the indio.tment as a result of the recent trouble between 

the authorities of the State of Oklahoma. and the followers of 

Chitto Harjo , we beg to state that we are this morn ing in 

receipt of a telegram rrom Messrs . Rider & Parker as follows: 

"Your suggestion unreasonably low Note reference 
t o Kel sey He is in Michigan . ill take employment five 
hundred or leave amount to Kelsey" . 

We immediately conferred with Mr . Brady , who represents 

these Indians in Washington , and he authorized us to accept 

the proposition contained in the telegram by which the amount 

of compensation to be paid Messrs• Rider ~ Parker should be 

de termined by you. e presume this proposition is to be 

made after the trial has been concluded . For your information 

we hand you herewith copy of letter which we have this day: 

written to Messrs • Rider & Parker . 

Respectfully, 

Z/ F (Signed) McGowan , Serven & Mohun 

L. s . 1 p., in o~fice ot Supt . of Five Civilized Tribes , 
Muskogee , Okla . Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



McGowan, Serven & · ohun, 

1419 F S t • , N • f . , 

Washington, D. c. 
Gentlemem: 

Copy . 

ep tember 18 , 1909 

e a r e i n re cei of your favor of the 14t h inst ., 

aco,pting our propos it i on t o l eave the matter of compensat i on for 

defense of t he Chitto Har jo i ndians to • Kelsey . e t rust tha t 

you will forward to u s a t yo ur earliest converrience all memoranda 

to which you refer in your let ter . The time for preparat i on fo r 

this trial. is short, as we understand it , e will be glad to 

have your views on a1l natter s respec ting the interests of these 

indians. Just a s soon a s ma tter s are definitely settled , our 

Mr· Rider will go t o the Creek Nation and commence preparat i on . 

We think great oare should be exerci sed in the sele ction of the 

indian who is to be pl a ced o11li. trial . A good "subjec t i n a criminal 

case is a lar ge part or the battle . 

Awaiting yo ur furt her i nstructions , we are , 

Yours trul y , 

Par ker & Rider . 

Copy of 8 copy in off ice ar Sup t. of Five Civil ized Tribes , uskogee. 

Copied by RLW 5/2/34 



IT7 
cGm'lAN , SERVi!..N &. OHUN .. ~, 14 

Counse.llors a t Law 

141.9 F Street , N. . ' 
fashington , D. c. Septemer 20 , 1909 . 

Bon. 1' . · • Bennett , 

Acting U. s . Indian Superintendent , 

Muskogee , Okla . 

Dear Sir : 

We are in r eceipt of yours of the 17th litstant and 

note that Mr . Kelsey is absent on his vacation . e think the 

arrangement of having ~ . Kelsey determine the amount ar fee 

to be paid Messrs . Parker & ider is a fair and pro r one . 

le have not received a reply to our letter to Messrs . Parker & 

Bider , copy of which re sent you, but as soon as we do we rill 

advise you . 

Z/F 

Thankin g you for your attention to the matter , e remain , 

e spectfully , 

(Signed) cGowan , Serven & ohun 

L. S. 1 p ., i n orf ice of Supt . of Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee . 

Copied by RLW 5/2/'34 



Hon. • W. Bennett, 

Acting Indian gent, 

Muskogee, Okla. 

Dear Sir: 

Me G01 AN, SERVEN 8c 1 OHUN 

Counsellors at Law, 

1419 ~ treet , N. . , 

3· 5 

~ 'ashington , D. C., epte~er 22 , 1909 . 

We beg to hand you herewith copy or letter received this 

morning from Messrs. Parker & Rider in regard to the defense of one 

ot Chitte Harjo 's followers and copy of our r eply ther eto . You 

will observe fr om the reply to fuss r s . Parker & Rider that the 

Commissioner of Indian ffairs will for ard today the office 

rBcord in this matter. 

RespectfUlly , 

(Signe.d} cGowan, Serven & Mohun 

L. S. 1 p., in offioe ar Supt . or Fi ve Civilized Tr~es , Muskogee . 

Copied by RLW 5/2/3~ 



Messrs• Parker & ider. 

Vinita, Okla. 

Dear Sirs: 

eptember 22, 1909 

We are in. r ece i pt of your favor of the 18 th instant and in 

reply would say that we are hand i ng you herewith memorandum in regard 

to Chitto Harjo which we made ~ as a result of an examination of the 

file in the Indian Off ice on this subject . e also enclose clipp ings 

taken from the "Mu oc ogee Phoenix" about that time . rve would als o 

state that we this mo r ning arranged with the Commi ssioner ofindian 

Affairs to have the departmental re cord sent to the office of Hon. 

Dana H. Kelsey wi t h instru~tions that you be permi tted to examine the 

same in connection wi th the defense of the Indian to be brought in 

tor trial. We ha ve wri t ten to Albert Brady, the locaL representa tive 

ot Harjo's band, t o call as soon as po ssible . Through him arrange­

ments will be made for ha~ng the Indian brought in, or which we 

will advise you. 

If we can be of any assistance to you m obtai ning any 

tu.rther infonnation pl ease do not hesitate to call upon us . 

Fai thfully yours . 

Z/F 

Copy or car bon copy in off ice of Supt . of Fi ve Civilized Tribes , 
Muskogee. 

Copied by RLW 5/2/34 



Land­
Population 

Law, 
?596'1-1909 
lID 

Crazy Snake. 
Indian trouble. 

Dana H. Kels ey, Esq., 

o/o Union gency, 

Muskogee, Oklahoma . 

Sir: 

DEP 1 NT OF THE INTERIOR 

Offi ce of Indian Affairs , 

V"ashington. Se:p 24 1909 

Referring to Offi ce letter of even date transmitting 

the Office f ile of the correspondence and other :papers r elative 

to the Crazy nake Indian trouble , you are advised that the file 

is forwarded for the inspection of essrs . Parker and Rider . who 

1~ is understood have been employed to defend one of the Indians 

in the tria l t o be had u~der the indictment recently returned against 

the Indians. T~e inspection of the papers must be made under your 

immediate supervision . You are directed not t o allow the papers 

to go out of your possession . You should resist any attempt by the 

attorneys in the case to have the original record , or any part 

thereof, introduced in evidence . The Office desires that the record , 

with all the papers t ransmitted , be returned intact . 

Very respe ctfully , 

igned) C. F . Hanke , 

Personal Chief Clerk 

AC-13 . ,,,,, 
L. • 1 p., in office of Supt. of' Fi ve Civilized Tribes , A uskogee .• 

by RL 5/2/34 



DEP T .. 'NT OF TH.cl; INT IOR 

Office of Indian f f airs , 

Land- ' 
Population; 

Law 
'15967-1909 
JED 

Crazy Snake 
Indian trouble. 

wJashington . 

Dana H. Kelsey , Es q ., 

Superintendent, Union Agency , 

Muskogee , Oklahoma . 

Sir:-

Sep 24 1909 

The Office has received a letter dated eptember 22 , 1909 , 

trom Messrs. '11cGowan, Ser ven &. Mohun , rel~ti ve to the Crazy nake 

Indian trouble or uprising . 

It appe rs therefrom that essrs . Par ker & Rider , attorneys 

at Vinita , Oklaho a , have been employed to defend one of" the Indiam , 

•ho is now in hiding with Chitto Harjo , in the trial to be had under 

the indictmen t recently returned against the Indians . 

In comp l iance with the re<;tuest of .. iessrs. McGowan , Serven 

&Mohun there is inclosed the f f ice fi l e of the correspondence 

and other papers (as per schedule herelith) pertaini ng to the so­

called Crazy Snake uprising . 

You are instructed to permit essrs . Parker & ider 

to inspect , under your supervision , the papers herewith transmitted , 

allowing them ten days from the date here of ithin which to make 

the inspection. 

You are directed not to allow the papers to go out of 

Jour possession . When the inspection has been com:p~ ted within 

the 'ime limited above , you are direotei to return i mmediately 
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to thia Office the record with all inclosed papers intac t . I f 

a copy or any particular paper in the file is desired or required 

b1 the attorneys a certi ried copy will be furnished by this 

Office upon applica tion therefor . 

AC-23 

-4772 

Very resp ec·tfully , 

(Signed) C. F. Hanke 

Chief Clerk . 

L. s. 2 pp ., in office or up t . o~ Five Civilized Tribes , 
Muskogee, Okla. 

Copied by RLW 5/2/34 
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FIELD. 
RSC-LML-- September 24 1909 , . 
SUBJECT: Relative to Chitto Harjo matter . 

Messrs • McGowen, ~ erven ~ Mohun , 
Attorneys-at-Law 

' 
wash ing to n, D. c . 

Sirs: 

Replying to your letter of Se ptember 2 1909 , , 

535 

relative to the defense of members of the Chitto Ha r jo band 

ot Creek Indians, in which you make inquiry as to whether or 

not the vente in one of the cases could be chan ge d from Eufaula 

to either McAlester or Muskogee, I beg to advise tha t the pro­

visions of the Oklahoma statutes relative to change of venue are 

as follows~ 

Sec• 4995. Change of venue .--In all cases in which 

it is made to appear to the court that a fair and impartial 

trial cannot be had in the county where the suit is pending , the 

court may, on ap pl ication of either party , chan ge the place ot 

trial to some county where such objec tions do not exist• Or , 

when the judge is inte rested or has been of counsel , in the 

case or subject matter thereof, or is rel at ed to either of the 

parties by affinity or consanguinity wi thin the third degree, 

or is otherwise di aqua lif.ied t o sit , the court sha 11 grant a 

change of Judge in accordance with the laws and Const itution 

ot this State. (L. 1907, ch. 68, art 1. Took effect April 
23

• 

1908) 

(Granting of change rests in discretion of court . 
5 Okla. 667; 
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49 Pac. 930; 5 Okla. 701; 50 Pac. 175~ 8 Okla . 801; 56 Pac •861 .) 

(Application may be presented at any time before trial . 5 Okla. 

371; 47 Pac. 1057.) 

Under these provisions, it would seem that the venue 

could be changed to either McAlester or Muskogee . McAlester 

is in Pittsburg County which is in the same Judicial District 

with Mcintosh County where the cases are now pending . 

If the petition for change of venue is based upon 

the prejudice of the community , the cas e would proba bly go to 

KcAle ster, in the same Judie ial Di str 1 ct , but on the other hand, 

it the petition to chan ge the venue included bias on the :r:nrt 

of the Court also, and the change were allowed, 1 t would 

necessarily go to some place outside of that Judicial District, 

and the nearest and most convenient would be Muskogee . I believe , 

however, that 1 t could be arranged to transfer the one case to 

either McAlester or Muskogee if , in your jud~ent, it is best 

for the defense. 

I am informed that there will be an October term 

ot court both at McAlester and here, and this office will be 

glad to cooperate in any way with you in this matter . 

Respectfully, 

Acting United states Indian s uperintendent . 

Copy of carbon copy unsigned in office of supt • of Fi ve 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/9/34. 



CGO , SERVI 'N &: ~mHUN 

At torneys a t Law 
t 

1419 F Street , • . ' 

2 

ashingt on , D. c. Septemb:er 28 , 1909 . 

Honorable • q. Bennett , 

Acting United States I ndian uperi nte ndent , 

Kuskogee, Oklahoma . 

Dear Mr. Bennett: 

Your ver y kind l etter of the 24th is received , in reply 

to ours concern ing t he Chitto Harjo matter . '·e very muclhL ap preciate 

the full and complete informat i on you have given as to change of 

venue etc. Mr. Rider , of Parker and Hider at Vinita, Okla ., was se -

lected, after confe rence with Mr · Kelsey here , to assist and cooperate 

with the United Sta t e s Attorney in the defense of these Indians . It 

has been arrange d t o have one of them, Tom Ochee, surrender for trial 

and we hope that IT • ider m~y be able to have him tried and acquitted , 

during the t erm of October court . Ve have advised him that your 

ot'fioe 'will cooperat e with him in every v1ay and again express to yru , 

on behalf of t hese unfortunate Indians our sincere and entire appre ­

ciation of your attitude i n the matter . 

Yours very truly , 

(Si gned ) cGowan Serven & ohun 

Y/L 

L. s. 1 p., in office of upt . of Five iv i l i zed Tr ibes , uskogee, 

Copied by RLW 5/2/34 

kla . 



"A." 

Subject: Snake troubles . Oc t ober 9 , 1909 . 

Messrs. M~Gowan, erven & ohun , 
Attorneys at Law, 
Washington, D. c. 

Sirs: 

Referring to re ce nt c orrespondence and to my conver sat i on 

with your Mr. Serven on t he hi t to Harjo matter , I have to aavise 

that I recently had a conversat i on ith essrs . Parker & i der and 

the County Attorney of ointosh County and later arranged for a 

meeting between • Rider and Tur ner Scot t . Mr . ider wants to 

talk with all the pers ons familiar with the shooting before he will 

advise a plan of action . hi s atter he is tak ing u p with the 

representatives of Chit t o Harjo direct. I also arranged with essrs . 

Parker &. Turner c ott v·i tb referen ce to t he fee ,. hich is to be .,;>~ O, 

250 to be paid now and ~2 t o be pa i d later , · essrs • Parker & i de r 

to pay t heir own expenses . 

I am quite pleased to be able t o say that the representa ­

tives of these people now s eem quite wi lling and anxious to have the 

advice and assistance of the officers of the epar t ment and I believe 

the matter is pr oceeding as well a s coul d be expected . 

This office and its f i eld men i l l al ways be glad t o do 

everything possible to assist these pe ople . 

Very respectfully , 

DHK/B United States Indian uper i n t endent . 

Copy of carbon copy , unsigned. in office of up t . of ive Ci vilized 
Tribes, Muskogee. 

Copied by RLW, 5/2/34 



cG0'1AN, SEh VEN & MOHUN 

Jon. Dana H. Kelsey , 

Attorneys at Law 

1419 F Street , N. v. 
'Tashingt01m, • C. 

U. S. Indian Supe r intendent , 

Muskogee , Okla. 

Sir: 

October 16 , 1909 

Your letter of October 9th has been received but answer 

has been delayed as we wished to consult with Commissioner Val en tine 

about certa in f eatures of the Chitto Harjo matter before replying . 

l e have had an i nterview with the Commissioner this morning . The 

situation wi t h us in this matter i s about as follows : 

As yo u know the Indians paid a sum of money into our hands 

which we aecept ed wi th the agreement that we would do what we could 

tor them in connection with ad justing the si tuat ion growing out ofthe 

occurrence of l ast March at Chi t to Harjq ' s bouse and charge them what 

we thought was f a ir and reasonable for such services , agreeing to 

return the bal ance, if any , of the amount they had paid to us after 

deducting our fee therefrom. 

A shor t t ime before the re ceipt of ryours of the 9th were­

ceived a l e t ter from essrs . Parker & Rider advising that the Indians 

desired them to cal l on us for the amount of fe e agreed upon as af­

firmed by your le t t er , viz : ..,5 00 . Our • Serven was out of town at 

the time bu~ r e turned to the office this week . Aft er discussing the 

situation we decided that the matter should be laid before the 

Department off icials at this t ime in order to determine just wha t 

should be done under t he c ircumstances. . Commissi oner Valentine now 

augsests that we l ay t he whole matter before you • 
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The Indians employed us "to secure through the De:p·artmEll t of 

the Interior i ts cooperat ion and assistance to the end that Chief 

Crazy Snake and his followers may peacefully return and be :protected , 

especially fr om the whites" . The Question immediately before us is 

whether we ha ve reached such a stage in the prosecution of this employ­

ment as to enable us to no determine what would be a reasonable and 

proper charge for the services already performed or whether there is 

still wor k t o be done for them which would justify a still further 

charge against them. . 7e feel confident tha t you g entlemen represent­

ing the Department are doing everything in your power for these unfor­

tunate Indi an s and we are quite sure that they now realize that this 

is so. If it i s your judgment that we have done all we can for these 

Indians under t he above employment we will at arnce go over our books 

and fix the fe e we think should be charged and will , if you so desire , 

send you cheek for the balance , whatever it may be , to be applied by 

you in accorda nce with the directions of the Indians . 

The money was paid to us on June 4th by Albert Brady, inter­

preter, on behal f of Yart eka Harjogee whom Mr · Brady desi Bnated as the 

assistant treasurer of the Creek Nation . e assume of course that the 

request of Messrs . Parker & Rider was made at the suggestion of these 

Indians but we thought under the circums tances the prqment of the b al­

anoe, if' any, which may be in our hands should be made through you to 

Messrs. Parker & Rider , if s o desired by the Indians . 

We trust that this matter may not in any way delay the 

proaeaution of t he tr i a l of one of them a t this tenm of court amdwill 

aot promptly a s s oon as we are advised by us in response t o this 

letter. 

RespectfUlly yours , 

(Signed) McGowan Serven & Mohun 

5/1/34 
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D ARTBJ:NT OF Tfu; INT~RIOR 

United tates Indian ervi ce 

5-t-z 

Office of Superintendent, Union gency , for the Fi ve Civilized 

cc 
nB-BP-Inc l s. 
10-30-1909. 

SUBJECT: 
Encloses letter from 

McGowan, Serven & Mohun . 

Hon. Dana H. Kelsey , 

Tribes . 

uskogee , Oklahoma , October 20 , 1909 

United States Indian Superintendent , 
C/o Com11issioner of Indian ff irs , 

Washington , • C . 

Sir:-

I enclose herewith a communication from essrs . McGaw~ , 

Serven & Mohun with refe rence to the Harjo or Crazy Snake matter , 

and espe cially with refe rence to the fees to their firm and essrs . 

Parker ~ ider . 

I advised Messrs . oGowan , Serven & ohun that their 

communication had be en forv arded to you and that you v. ould no doubt 

take the matter up with them in person while in ashington . I 

accordingl y transmi t the l etter as I _ presume. you ·would prefer to 

t ake the matter up while there . 

I returned to ·uskogee Sat urday and found everything in 

good shape and runn ing along n i cely . Trusting you 1.d. ll have a 

pleasant r ip , I am, 

Respectfully , 

(Signed} • • Bennett 

Ch i ef Clerk • 
• L. 8 l p . 

Copi ed by RLW 5/ 1/ 34 



·eGO AN, S RV 

TTO NEY aT L 

&. 1 OHUN 

1419 F Stree t , N. · • , 

ashington , • c. December 4 , 1909 

Hon. Dana H. Kelsey, 

Indian gency , 

Muskogee , Okla . 

Dear Mr. Kelsey : 

We are this morning again looking in to the Chi tto Harjo 

or Crazy Snake matters as a result of the call at our offi ce by 

three or those Indians . The y do not seem to understand that any­

thing has beem a ccompli shed along the line of having the indi c tmm ts 

disposed ot and conse~uently wish to know if there is anything more 

that we can do i n connec tion with the matter . te or course join 

with them in t h is re~uest and will be glad t o know if there is any­

thing we can do to understand t he situation as it is at present 

and aid in impr oving t heir conditions , especially of those who 

are under indic tment. 

We will , therefore , particular l y appreciate any information 

you may give us concerning the pr e s ent status of the matter and any 

suggestions you may be able t o offer as t o what , if anything , we can 

do for them a t t his time in further ance of our employment on their 

behe.lr. 

And early reply will be appreciated . 

espe ctfully yours , 
(Si gned ) McGowan, erven & ohun 

Copied by RLW 4/30/34 

L. S. 1 :P• 



"Aft 

Subject: "Snake~ Indians. 

Kessrs. McGowan , Serven & Mohun , 

No. 1419 F Street, N. 

lashington, D. c. 
Gentlemen: 

. , 

December ? , l9Q9 . 

Replying to your l e t ter of the 4th instant with further 

reference to the Chitto Har j o ma t ter , I beg to advise that :practically 

nothing has been accompl ished for some time and I am much disappointed 

at the present situation. Through Turner Scott I thought it was all 

arranged that Mes s rs . Pa rker & Rider would take up the case and pro ­

ceed with the trial. These gent lemen , however , of oourse did no t 

want to go into the case unt il they knew all the facts and kne ho 

to intelligently advise t heir clients , and I tolQ the Indians that 

they should allow Mr · ider or · • Parker an opportunity to talk 

with all the wi tnes s es , including , of course , Chitto Harjo himself , 

and this I thought was arranged , but for some reason the Indians 

changed their minds and came t o me before I was east last time and 

said they wanted the Commiss i oner of Indians f f airs to come down 

himselt. and get them out of trouble . I told them this was i mpos sib,l e 

but that I would deliver their mes sage to the Commiss i oner . This I 

did, and when he came here recently he had a several hour s ' confer­

ence with these :people, includ ing Tur ner Scott , and told them what 

they should do. I told Turner cott t hat it was i mpor t ant t ha t some-

thing be done looking to the Indians.' surrendering a nd having their 

tr1a1, because it they did not, the state officer s would , of course , 

not dilly dally too long and again would stir up probably the same 
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difficulty we had before. · I tried to impress upon them the sericus­

ness of thes e indictments and they went away saying they would c~e 

back to see me a gain . This was about ten days ago . I suppose ~stead 

of doing this they have been on to, 1 ashington to see you . 

I hardl y know hat to. say except that their cases must 

some ttme necessarily be tried and they must have counsel . Of 

course the United States ttorney will asst , but in my opinion we 

want to get as far a ay as possible from any thought that ~auld make 

the trial appear to be a fight between . the state and the Government , 

as such would ·only result ~ I trelieve , against the interests of the 

Indians, as you probably can appreciate . They should secure some one 

in whom they ha ve confidence to investigate the matter thoroughly , 

confer with all the witnesses and the Department and see what sort 

or a defens e can be made . They seem to have the idea that all they 

have to do is to have one man come in. and have him a cquitted . hat 

I wanted to do, as I think your Mr. Serven understands , would be to 

select some one of these men who would not cause such publicity 

as Chitto Harjo himself and have the trial and take onr chances . 

or course before the trial can be had , the attorneys handling the 

case must ne9essarily confer with the witnesses , 81!lid they are the 

people who were at the house at the time of the killing and are no 

in hiding. Then if we su cceed in getting the first man acquitted , 

I do n t believe we will have any trouble whatever in disposing 

ot the indictmen t s covering the others . The state would undoubtedly 

put forth its strongest case first . The County Attorney has been 
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yery fri endly , has withheld issuing warrants and done everything 

possible, but of course there is a limit as to what he can do , 

particularl y since the son of the sheriff was killed and the 

sheriff, of course , has considerable feeling . 

I would be glad to have you talk further with these men 

and write me again , letting me know who they are that are in 

ashington. 

DHK/B 

Copy of car bon copy , unsigned. 

Copied by RL 5/1/34 

Yours very truly , 

United States Indian Superintendent . 



McGOWAN, SERVEN & MOHUN, 
Counsellors at Law , 

Washington , D. c., December 10, 1909 

Ron. Dana H. Kelsey, 
Union Indian Agency , 

Muskogee, Okla .. 

Dear Mr. Kelsey: 

Sino e writing you on December 4th we have had an 

opportunity of going over the Crazy Snake matters with commiss ­

ioner right and Commissioner Valentine and have discussed the 

situation exhaustively with Messrs . Beaver, Brady and ilson, 

who are here. They think that the difficulty last fall grew 

out of th~ unde rstanding of the Indians that Captain Cook in­

sisted on all those who were indicted coming in and surrender­

ing before any further proceedings could be had in ei~her of 

the individual cases. We do not know whether this is a mis-

apprehension on their part or not but evident 1y this idea was 

what delayed them, we have discussed very fully with them the 

arrangement you made with Messrs. Parker & Rider for compen­

sation and we think sa tis factory plans will be promptly .made 

to provide for this. 

We are writing Messrs • Parker & Rider today inquiring 

a bout the next tenn of court w ben this case can c cme up and 

again urged stromgly upon them the advisability of adopting 

the plan as agreed upon here last summer , viz : that one of the 

Indians at Harjo's house when the trouble occurred should 

surrender and be tried and the effort be made , if he was ac -

quitted, to have the r emining indictments dismissed. 
We hope 

this plan my be followed as it is much the 
safer course , it 

seems to us, and will avoid a great deal of trouble. 



McGO AN , SERVEN & MOHUN 

Counsellors at Law 

Washington , D. c,, December 14 , 1909 

Hon. Dana H. Kelsey, 
Union Indian Agency, 

Muskogee, Okla. 

Dear Sir: 

Your very kind letter of th e 7th is received. As 

we wrote a few days ago , after our 1 t · n erv1ew with Commissioner 

Wright we seem to understand the present t t s a us now especially 

in view of our subseqrent interview with Commissioner Valen-

tine. e certainly hope that things will go forward prompt ly, 

although we still trust that Messrs. Parker & Rider will not 

believe it absolutely necessary to confer ith all of the 

accused before going to trial . You know the suspicious 

attitude of these Indians on account of their previoue exper­

ienoes wh i ch undoubtedly is more extreme at the present t ime 

because of the occ urrences of last March and since then . We 

frankly do not think they could be persuaded to agree that 

any white man at this time should interview Chitto Harjo . 

While they seem to have a great deal of conf iden~e in our 

suggestion, yet this is a point which at all times they have 

met without any response whatever . It seems to us , therefore , 

that it will be n.ecessary to proceed to the trial with such 

evi denoe as can be furnished by the woman and Yardioa, who 

has already been arres ted, with, of course,. that of th e other 

1m 1~ In.deed we have always be en Ind. ian who may sur render h se .L • 

quite sanguine that the state would be unabl e to make out 8 

case which would not be dismissed by the court on motion after 
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hearing the eviden ce offered by the prosecution. This 

ot course cannot be confidently re l ied upon and yet we have 

verJ' strong hopes that it will be found correc t . 

We trust that you gen tlemen there will cooper ate 

in every way with their efforts to secure the trial in th e 

f'irst of these cases as early as possible and will then 

use your best endeavors to secure the quashing of the · remaining 

ind iotments .. 

Very sincerely, 

(Signed) McGowan , Serven & Mohun 

L S 2 P in office of' Supt . of Five Civilized Tribes_. 
• • p • , / 11/34 Muskogee, Okla . Copied by RLW 4 



McGOWAN, SER VEN & OHUN • 
Counsellors at Law 

ashington , D. c., December 20 , 1909 

Hon. Dana H~ Kelsey , 

Dear Sir: 

Union Indian Agency, 

Muskog ee, Okla . 

We are this morning in receipt of a long letter 

from Mr. ider, of Messrs. Parker & Rider, concerning the 

Chitto Harjo Indians ani have requested that their representa­

tives here come in at their early convenience to go o er the 

matter with us , when we will endeavor to :rmke final arrange­

ments with them, if possible , so that the matter can proceed. 

In this connection we note that in ours of the 14th instant 

we omitted to comply with your request in the last sentence 

of your letter of December ?th asking what Indians ere here 

in Washington. They are Messrs . Brady , Beaver and T. J. 

Wilson. If we are successful in making any progress with them 

we wi ll pranptly advise you what has been agreed upon . 

Extending a ll of the compliments a nd ood wishes 

or the season, we are, 

Very sincerely yours , 

(Signed) McGowan, Serven ~ Mohun 

L c... 1 · ffi f upt. llive Civilized Tribes~ • ~. p., 1n o ceo 

Muskogee, Okla. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



"A" 

Subject: in re Snake Indian trouble. 
December 14 , 1909. 

Mr, Turner Scott ,.. 

~ eleetka, Oklahoma. 

Dear Sir : 

You have asked me to write you a letter about the 

charges against Chitto Harjo. As you know , at the time of 

the trouble las.t spring, two 0 fficers were killed near Chitto 

Harjo's ho.,.,...,.- The t t f Okla 
J.U;;; ~ s a e o homa , thro ~h a grand jury of 

Mclnto sh County , has charged the fol lowing people as being 

guilty of murder in ccnnection with the killing of these men: 

Wilson Jones (Chitto Harjo) , Charlie Coker , Tom Ogee , srun 

Herod, Lewis Yardeka, Sampson Brovm and Ben Tob ler. The state 

authorities will , under the charge or indictment by the grand 

jury, arrest those people when they can be found and then they 

must have a trial in the courts , a nd as I have suggested to 

you, it is very nece ssary that something be dor:e so on or I am 

afraid the officers will again start men to hunting for Chitto 

Harjo, and there IIBY be more trouble like there was last year. 

The Government lawye rs will helv your lawyers in the trial of 

the cases and everything will be done to see that your peo ple 

have a fair trial . Of course your lawyers will not know just 

what is best for you to do , whether one or all hould c cme in 

and g1 ve up, until they can talk with the people who know 

what happened. Then they can tell you whether you should get 

r eady for the trial right away , and as these men have been in-

i O f course, very seri ol.E and they 
dieted for IDI.lrder, it s, 

wi 11 sooner or later have to have a trial. 
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As I have told you, I think your people should 

arrange with some go od lawyer or lawyers to look after this 

business, some one that you believe is all right , and you 

know that I am always glad to talke with you and advise you 

as to what I think is the best thing to do o 

Yours ve r y truly , 

DHK/B United States Indian Superintendent. 

Letter delivered to John Kel l ey in of f ice 12/14/09 B. 

copy of carbon copy unsigned, in office of Supt . or 
Five Civilized Trib~s, Muskogee. Okla. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 
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Chitto Harjo i s exceptionally shrewd, a man of 

splendid appearance and of 
strong personal magnetism. It is 

claimed that H j h ar o as not only collected money, from his 

followers to m ~ f a e requent trips to Washington but that he has 

been practically mainta ined by contributions of these full 

bloods for a number of years, makin g it profitable for him to 

continue this Aooitation. s f H 
"'"0 o ar as arjo and his Indian 

followers are concerned. there has never been the slightest 

indication that they ever counseled violence to attain their 

ends, much less any apparent effort to use suoli means. They 

believed it was their privilege to meet and discuss their 

alleged grievances, and they have never resented the visits 

ot the field officers of the Department but have always treated 

such officers with every possible courtesy and discussed their 

ma. tters with them. In July last, upon the claim that whiskey 

peddlers were plying their trade around their camp, these Indians 

placed several anned gw.rds upon the outskirts. This fright­

ened the people of the vicinity and caused some considerable 

excitement • The Government officers in the field visited the 

oamp at that time and ad~ised the Indians that they had no 

au thor i ty to arm any of their men as peace officers, and in 

order to obviate any excuse far maintaining arms, the Indian 

Agent detailed Indian policemen for dut,y with the camp to 

Order and prevent any sale of liquor to the Indians. 
preserve 

This was entirely satisfactory to Hat,jo and his people and the 

Indians did not thereafter use any armed guards. 

The contention and perhaps belief of Harjo and his 

followers that the full ·blood Indians is not required to 
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aooept his allotment or change his mode of existence to con-

form to present condition and perform the duties they owe as 

citizens of the new state has invited the sojourn among the 

Indian band of so-called "criminal negroes"' outlaws and 

general riffraff. At the time or the beginning of the recent 

disturbance there were no Indians congregated at Hickory Ground, 

but during the winter the negroes and their camp followers 

had erected temporary shelter at t his spot. and had really 

established a rendezvous for the outlaw element ot that vio.in-

i t7. Their alleged depredations upon the surrounding country 

finally resulted in an attempt by the state officers to break 

up the camp. This attempt resulted in a pitched battle, one 

negro being killed and one white otficer wounded. Press 

reports of this indicated a large number or negroes killed and 

several officers. About 40 negroes were arrested at the camp 

and only one Indian, and he a part blood. Harjo and his 

followers were not in camp and therefore were only indirectly 

responsible tor this first shooting. Charging the assembly, 

however, to Chitto Harjo himself', an a ttempt was mde to arrest · 

him the next d~ at his hone, s ome 20 miles from Hickory 

Ground. It was at this tine and place that the two officers 

were killed (by some unknown person but believed to be a halt 

breed follower ot Harjo.) The militia was then called out and 

at once quieted the excitevrent without a shot being fired. 

The Indians who were arrested by the militia because it was 

thought they were identified with the movement were all unarmed, 

1n vei7 poor ciroomstances, and, in fact, so poor that it is 

doubtful if they could have purchased any supply of ammunition 
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had they so desired. 

Copy of' Carbon copy unsigned, in office of Supt. of' Five 
Civilized Tribes, Muskogee. 

Copied by RLW 4/? /34 



"A" 

SUBJECT: 
Relative to appointment 
made with Turner Scott and 
others. 

Mr. o. L. Rider. 

Vinit a , Oklahoma. 

Dear Mr. Rider: 

Februa:ry 9, 1910. 

Turner cott and the others came in this morning 

and I explained to them very emphatically how you and I 

felt about their failure to keep their appointment yesterday 

and they explained that they went to Ft. Gibson the night 

before and missed their train yesterday noon . 

They seem to sti 11 ba ve the opinion that you have 

already been paid, and when I told them that you said you 

had received no money at all a nd could not afford to run 

back and forth on uncertainties, they were quite surprised 

and said that they would write their Attorne ys at Washington 

and would not ask you to meet them again until you had 

received your money. 

Very respectfully , 

DHK-AED United States Indian Superintendent . 

Copy of carbon copy in office of Supt . of Five Civi l ized 
Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



PARKEH , RIDER & Bno iN 
Attorneys at Law 

ViLita , Oklahoma 

Lurmn • Parker , Jr . 
0 r i on 1 • n i der 

ddi s ~ . Br ow n 

February l Oth , 1910 . 

Hon. Dana rl . Kelsey , 

Uni ted tat es ndi a n S upe rintendent , 

usko e , Oklahoma • 

My dear Lr. Ke lsey: 

I tha n k you f or your letter of .I! ebruary 9 th 

re specti ng the Snake Indi a n rmtter . I annot understand the 

attitude of these Indians in this case . They old me that 

the money for my fee was in ;";a hington as l have hereto ore 

advised you n d their a ttorneys in ',; ashin ten deny this . 

I IX> te tha t they a re again oing to take the rna tter u p with 

their attor ney s and if I h ear anythin further in the rna tter 

I will i mmediat e l y advise you . 

Your s truly 

( s i ne d) 0 • L • Hi de r 

OLR-HBT. 

L S 1 1 f . 1 f ,1 t . of F ive ivilized Tribes . • • p., n 1 es o ' . 

Copied by RLV 4/6/34 



3-i6-17 
WLB-J'W 
Organizations among 
creek &. Seminole Indians 
known as "Snake" Bands. 

Mr. Gabe E. Parker, 

March 16, 1917 

Superintendent for the 

Dear Mr. Parker: 

Five Civilized Tribes • Muskogee, Okla. 

In accordance with your verbal instructions, 1 

have interviewed Mr • L. L. Bur ton of Seminole, Oklahoma , the 

writer of the letter addressed under date of Febrwry 24 , 

1917, to Honorable Robert L. Owen, which was referred by 

Senator Owen to the Commissioner of Indian Affai rs , who in 

turn transmit ted it to you for invesi tgat ion and report under 

date of March 3, 1917. Mr• Burton states in his letter, a copy 

ot which is attached to the Commissioner's canmunication to you, 

that a Band of· Indians, known as the "Snake Indian Band" had 

been reorganized, and that they were holding mass meetings at 

various prominent Indian homes at night~ and that they have 

appointed oo:rre delegates to go to ash ington to talk over the 

DB tter with the President of the United States. 

Mr. Burton is a full-blood Seminole Indian but 

speaks the English language well. He is a progressive member 

ot his raoe. He ad'"iised me that Gilbert Johnson , a full-blood 

Seminole Indian, and a Presbyterian Preacher , who resides about 

Seiill·nole, had been designated as a delegate seven miles south of 

D. C. in the interests of the "Snake" 
to visit ~ashington, 

movement; that this Indian was now in Washington, D. c. and had 

been there for several weeks; that secret meetings had been held 
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at Gilbert Johnson's horre or in that vicinity prior to t he 

selection of Gilbert J ohnson as a delegate ; that Qkos ke Mi ller 
' 

President of the Sem i nole Counci l, Pohas Har jo, and Wi lli am 

(Chepon) Tige r a l so a t tended these meetings ; that Thomas Wi l son 

a Creek Indian , and son of Crazy Snake , had been appointed as 

a delegate and wa s now in ashington with Gilbert Johnson; that 

Thomas Wilson was a member of the Snake Band of Creek Indians , 

who bad been hol ding meetings at the old hickory Stcmp Ground , 

the former rend ezvous of Gracy Snake; that Gilbert Johnson had 

recently wri tten a l e tter from a shington to John ise , his 

' 

nephew, in which he stated that the old treaties would be restored , 

am that President Wilson would be r emoved and another man put 

in, who would g r ant this request of the Seminole and Creek Indians; 

that this l etter to J"oh n ise further stated that they had em­

ployed a lawyer and h9.d agreed to pay him $10 , 000 . to get the 

old treaty rest or ed , and further , that this lawyer had employed 

ten other la~e rs to assist h i • 

In connection with this matter , I invite your 

attention to the fo llowing telegram received by this off i ce un der 

date of December 27th 1916 and your r eply thereto , dated January 

d answer thereto reading as f o llows: 
1st 1917, such t e legram an 

"Pa r ke r , supt. ., 
Musko gee, Okla. 

December 29 , 1916 . 

1 Oklahana wr i tes be i s 
Lewis Ha r jo, s a em, . 't "!lire par -
sending dele gati onti to bl!s~~~ ~~iegat i on until 
ticula rs, i f prao ca 
further advised. 

sells, commr." 



"Mackay 

Indian Commissioner 

Washingtpn 

3. 

Night 

Muskogee , Oklahoma , Jan 1 

Gabe E . Parker, 

Superintendent for Five 
Civilized Tribes 

r 

~our telegram December twenty seven . Lewis Harj o 
is King or Hlckory Ground band or town sub-division of Creek 
Tribe, This band desires to establish under treaties Eighteen 
thirty-two and Eighteen sixty -six right to partie ipa te in Creek 
loyal claim and to perpetuate communal form ot government. 
Lewis Harjo advises he will delay sending delegation to Washing­
ton accordance your suggestion. His band will have another 
meeting soon. 

{Signed} Parker ." 

Indian Office, washin gton . 

I am reasonably sure that the delegation ref erred to in the 

above telegram is the one wh ich later went to ashington, a nd or 

which Gilbert Johnson was a member~ We were advised at the 

time the investigation was made to secure the information request­

ed in the Commissioner ts telegram aoove referred to , that Thomas 

Wilson, sunday Johnson, ~ames Bullock, Turner cott, Yarteka 

Harjoche and Tobe Berryhill had been selected as members or this 

delegation, together wi th .alb ert Britton, who was to act as 

interpreter, 

It is very difficult to obtain information from these 

Indians respecting their intentions and movements, as they 

endeavor to be as secret as possible about the ir actions. 

I believe that some good may be accomplished by 

the officials ot the Indian office, by ascertaining whether 

fraud is being practised upon these Indians by attorneys or other 
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persons, who are urging them on thro u""' i ~ m srepresenta tions. 

I shall keep this matter in mind and up:m the return of this 

delegation of I ndi ans to Oklahoma, will endeavor to obtain from 

them the facts con cerning the employment by them of attorneys 

or other persons , and the amou n t of money paid or promised to 

be p3. id to them. 

If these Indians are still in \1 ashington, and are 

calling at the Indian Office , I suggest that they be ques tioned 

upon the subjeot' I am advised tba t Mr. Chester Howell , an 

attorney of Wash ington , D. c., who is now probably associated 

with Mr· iright, was at one time employed as an attorney for 

the Chitto Harjo (Crazy snake) Ban d. 

I unde rstand also that Mr . C. W. Darling, an 

attorney in the Southern Building. was approached by Crazy 

Snake in 190?, in an effort to secure his services as attorney 

to represent the Band, but my informant; did not know whether 

Mr. Dar ling had accepted employment~ 

I have had in. my hands for some time a letter from 

the Commissioner of Indian Affa irs ( 121538-1 5'1 , in whi rh your 

otfice is directed to cooperate with the Post-Office De partmen\ 

in obtaining the facts relative to t he al leged employment; ot 

•• an attorney or Washington, D. C. by the .-r. L. C. Moore, 

in Oklahoma' known as the "Four 
organization ot Snake Indians 

Mothers Nation". I have been cooperating with Mr• George 

Inspec
tor o~ Muskogee, Oklahoma, in i nves­

E. Lewis, Post-Office 
ing money rrom Indians 

tigating whether Mr• Moore is yet seour 
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in Oklahoma, but we have not been able to secure sufficient in­

formation upon which to base a repor t. A check placed upon 

lr• Moore's mail in Washington, D. c. for two months in 1916, 

at 1145 4th NW, Washington, D. C. showed that he was re ceiving 

not more than one or two letters per m.on th , and that no mail 

bad been received by him covering the period of time named , 

bearing postma rks of any place in Oklahoma, Texas or Arkansa . 

I do not beli eve , however,. that the delegation which recently 

went to 'ashi ngton , is c cnnected wi1h the "Four Mothers Nation", 

although so:n:e of the Creek Indians, ho were former memb ers or 

the Chitto Harjo Band, and who reside close to the old Hickory 

Stomp Ground, near Seminole, Oklahoma, are members of the first 

nmaed organiza t ion. 

My opinion is, the sentiment among the Indians 

of the Five Civilized Tribes who have steadily opposed the al­

lotment of lands in severalty , has gradually been overcome and 

ia at a minimum at this time . I am satisfied wh ere it exists 

in an orga nized form, that shrewd, designing white persons, 

who work through unscrupulous lndi an Interpreters , incite the 

Indians to action b y misrepresentation, and through holding 

out false hopes to them, the purp os-e being to obtain JIX) rey un-

der the guise of expense, attorney fees ' etc • 

Carbon copy L. s. 6 
Tribes at Muskogee, 

Since rely , 

(Signed.) wm . L. Bow ie, 

spe oia 1 Investigator. 

i offi oe of supt . or Five 
g~i~. ncopied by RLW 4/9/34. 

civi l ized 



Gray on , k lahoms , 

J une , 3rd , 1921 

His Excellency, iar: en G. Har ding , 
rresident of the Un1 ted States of ~~meri ca 
ashington, D. c . ' 

Honora ble Sir : 

. , ·s ~t_) 

As a portion of the rrembership of the snake faction 

of Ind i ans , of klahoma , who wer e charged v, ith up-rising in 

March 1909 and placed in ja il for many months there af ter , 

while i n the me a ntime our proper ty was dest royed nd our lives 

ani per s on p laced in joperty , wherein we suffered much dama e ~» 

nd we und e rstant that the U. s . Government was _,oing to com-

pens a te us for the damag e sust ained , af ter t he i nvest i ga tion 

showed t ha t we had not viola ted the law d was being im osed 

upon by a mo b in the f irst in tance, Therefore I am ~ending 

you this list o f name s , which will a ppear in t he recor ds a t 

Washington as a part of the men woo s ust a ined suc h losses ,. 

and ask t ha t ~e be furnis hed w i ttl y info:rmat ion from the 

proper de partme nt rel a t i ve to our claim . The names f ol lows : 

Charlie Ross , I sa c Lewis , cash Taylor, Bill Taylor, ' 
• Gr ee n , 

Sol Haggie, ·all iams Collins , Henry Sherma n, Ervin Grisham , 

· h t : dam Grayson , J ake Shuman , Sid Rag er , 
George Gee, T . J . nr1g , -

Henry Ruffin, Cunninoh '3 m, 

(Si=>ned) 
Copy of 

ie Foster , and ~ illiam Collins . 

e spe ctfull y Submitted, 

Char l ie ass 

Photosta t co py in 
office of supe rint end ent of 
F ive Civili ze d T ribes~ 

Copied by RLW 4/6/34 



L-C 
47420-21 
JMB 

Mr • Charlie Ros s, 

Gray son, Oklah ana . 

Dear Sir: 

.Tun 25 1921 

Receipt is acknowledged , by reference of the 

Secretary to the President of the United states , of your 

letter of June 3, 1 921 , with respect to an alleged claim 

by you. and others for property destroyed , and other damages 

sustained during the up - rising of the snake Indians in 

March, 1909. 

In answer you.;·· are advised that the records of 

the Office d o not afford any inform tion relating to the 

names you enume rate, The matter is therefore being referred 

to the Superintendent for the Five Civilized Tribes for 

investigation and report . l' hen the said report is received 

appropriate acti on wil l be taken . 

Very truly yom-s , 

(Signed ) E . B. Meritt 

Assistant Commiss ioner 

6-24 jmb Carbon with writer's letter atta?hed to sup't • . 
for F ive Civ . Tri~e s , for invest1gation, repo rt 
and return . 

Copy of carbon copy signed in office of Supt . of Five Civilized 
Tribes, Muskogee. Copied by RLW 4/11/34 



ACCOUNTS E . 
Nov. 7, 1921. 
Enclosure; 
Letter of Char lie Ros s 

J 
in re damag es by '' Snake 
Ind iantt u r i i , ii t h 
report t here on . 

The Hono rab le, 

No vern ber 7, 192 1 . 

Commis s ioner of I n di a n : ff · _ 1 r s , 
Washington , D . C. 

Sir~ 

Recei p t i s acknow l edge of carbo n copy o f your lette r 

of June 25 , 1 92 1, - referenoe '' L-C 4?420 - 21 JMB " , addresse d t o 

Charlie Ros s , of Gr ayson , Okla homa , wi th his let ter a t tach ed ,. 

for inves ti ga tion , report , a nd r e turn . 

I n r e pl y 1 will state that a ll re cords on t he s ub j eot 

of .. the u prisi ng of t he so - ca l led ''Snake India ns" dur i ng t he yea r 

1909, on f i l e in this o f fice have been examined careful l y , 

but no wher e t herein i s disclosed any agreement on the par t o f 

the United ... t a tes t o c om ensate the persons nam ed in sa id 

letter, nor a ny oth er perso~ , for damag es s ustained by reason 

thereof& Neither do I f i nd an y reference to this s ub j e ct . 

s e ve ra l I dians a nd egroes were indi -cte d by t he grand 

jury in this c onne c t i on , but t he names of t h ese men do n ot 

appear in t he 1 ist c on t ained i n the files of this of f ice · 

The l ett r of r • Hoss is returned her ewith . 

Copy of carbon copy . 
Copied by RLW 4/ 6 / 34 

Respe ctful ly ,, 

Su peri ntend en t f or th e 
ive Civiliz ed Tribes . 
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CONYERS TIO OF EARNEST GOUGE HTH AGENT KElSEY" 

AND MR . FRED COOK. 

By Mr . Kelsey: 

What does this fellow Mitchell do , what work for them? 

The way he works talking about this for Harjo , talking 

about the old treaties , the people are a company like , you 

know , kind of talk about that and this was the way Mitchell 

was talking for the full blood Ind i an , what they can do 

about it and they kind of help him out . 

By Mr. Fred Cook : 

Mitchell talks to Congress? 

Yes, and these full blood Indians hire that mn. to 

see congress about it . 

By Mr . Kelsey: 

Does be tell theDl be can help them and get Congress 

to do what they want it to do? 

Yes . 

By Mr . Cook: 

t the old treav,r back like they 
Tells them. they can ge 

used to have it? 

That is what they are trying to do . 

Does he have a contract? 
t about it , they jjust 

No they don't make' any contraa 
and he was President of that 

have a company like , you know , 

company . 

By Mr . Ke l.sey : 
the Choctaws and Chickasaw too? 

Does he look after 

Yes . 
"d they sent him $5 apiece , 

some or the Cboct aws sal 
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all of them , 

is that what the Creeks do? 
A. No sir. 

Q. That is not the way th 
ey pay him..? 

A. No. 

~. How do they pay b.lm.? 

A. Just pay him for wor·,~l· . 
L\. ng a round 

done. sometbing like that but they 
making a copy of what Congress 

don't pay him by the Year. 
Q. Does he send them money 

once in a while? 

A. Yes, a little amount . 

Q,. What amo l.IDt does he ask them? 

A. Never asks for any amount . 

Q. • Bow o ft en do you s end him money? 

A. Well, they send him money he can use for what he wants it . 

Q.. How large an amount? 

A. $ 15 or $20. 

Q.. I note be writes (referring to letter presented by the I n­

dians) Eufaula Harjo , headman four nations 7 

A • Yes, that is what they call him, the full bl ood Indians , the 

Indians had hi m investigate what they can do ---- It is kind 

or an office like , They have a meeting , you know, t hem four 

nations called ful l blood Indians, but you see there are so 

many parties, like the full blood Indians Snake , and some others , 

and some others , you know, and whenever they want to find out 

anything they make request , you know , and wan t him. t o do anything 

they get him and they have a li ttle seal 11 ke and they put 1 t 

on and then he knows that Harjo 's people write the l etter. 
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Q. They have a seal and whe n they write 

i s some of Harjo's people ? 

A. Yes sir . 

By Mr, Cook: 

Q. He knows i t was authorized? 

A. Yes sir . 

By Mr . Kelsey: 

it che 11 he knows 1 t 

Q. How many full bl oods or people in this bureau? 

A. Al l , the whole people that belong? 

Q. Yes . 

A. About 16 , 000 names on it . 

By Mr . Cook: 

Q, . Who has that list? 

A. Bird McGuire . 

By Mr . Kel sey: 

Q, . They sign a paper and presen t it t o Con gres s through Mitchell . 

He presents it? 

A. Yes . 

~ . What does he want ? What are they trying to get? 

A. Look up th i s here full bl ood trying to see what Congre ss 

will do and what the Government done about treaties . 

Q, . About the old treaties? 

A. Yes , see what is best they can do. 

Q.. Have his peo ple t ake n their a llotments? 

A. No , some have not . some are living on allotments where 

he is livine now and some have no allotments down there. 
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Q, . Have they all got a little property 

A. They haven't got much . 

Q,. Got enough to eat all the time? 

A. No. 

~ • Pre tty bad off? 

A. Yea. 

By M:r. Cook : 

or are they pretty poor? 

Q,. hy don't you people write or let us distrl· ct agents know . 

We can get out and help you. We can do more than itchell can 

do for you. 

A. We will like to have any one help us but before we took 

this up we came before the agent and he tried to help us the 

best he could but he never done anything . 

By Mr . Kelsey : 

Q,. What did they tell you? 

A. They told us it was just a law and the Indians couldn 't do 

anything and couldntt do anything better than what can be d one 

now. 

Q, . That is all Mr . cook or any of the district agents could tell 

you. that is that you will have to get along with the state laws,. 

because trey wi 11 get you arrested and you wi 11 get in trouble 

like John Smith . 

A. Yes, but I tell you the full blood Indian don 't have no edu-

cat1 on, there is a lot of them and only a fe can talk some 

and don't know what law is and don't know what to do and we 

came up to see the agent to he lp the full bl.ood Indians . 

By Mr. Kels ey: 
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t. The trouble was before you ca·me d t up an here was sa 

much business and you lived way down ther- . "' I am Agent 

and have been for five years but we have been so we didn't 

have eno ugh people to work. . ·,~ e now have Mr . cook in Mcintosh 

County, Mr • Baker in Hughes County and Mr, Fe.rrar in Okfuskee 

and Olanulgee counties and they should all go and talk with 

them. and get them to help you. If any of your people live 

in these counties they want to come talk to the district agent 

and not pay money to people that can't do you any ood, 

because the Government pays these people to do that for you . 

A. Yes sir. 

Q. Tell him we will have Mr . Farrar , District Agent at Okmulgee , 

make an investi gation about John Smith and see what about i • 

If any time the people who live in Mr · Cook's district will 

go to him he will tell them.. what to do and he will tell them 

what is right , and they had better do what Mr . Cook tells them 

to do.. Now a bout this Snake business , the state wants to get 

hold of snake and keep him from making more trouble and if 

1 Cook and help catch him. you hear of him tel Mr . 

A. Yes, but he may bite . 

~~. What is your name? 

A. Ernest Gouge. 

T
ell him. we wi ll have a man out there 

Mr. Cook : 

next week to see about his complain. 
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