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CREEK - PARDONS 



Mr . • R. Gist , 

S apu lp a , I . T . 

Dear Sir :-

Un i on Agency , 

Mus c ogee , I . T • 

34723-A 

. !arch 14 , 1899 . 

Yours r e ceived i n which you ask me to Iri te a l e tte r 
./ 

reque s ting t he Pre sident of t l-e Un ited Stat e s to i ssue a pardon 

to J"ame s Egan . Under t he circumstan ces , and occupyi ng t he 

position that I did a t the ti me the fraudulent Creek warrants 

were disco ve r ed , I do no t t h i nk it would be pro per f or me to 

write a letter i n behalf of Mr . Egan . I sympathiz e ~~th him 

in h is misfortunes , but I feel i t my dut y to forbear any 

offic i al a c tion in h i s beh a lf . 

Very respec t f u lly , 

D. M. i s dom. 

u. s . I nd i an gent . 

Approved ; 

J . Geo . viri g ht ' 
U. s . Indian Inspe c tor . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agen~-M k 
"'" us ogee , Okla . Pre ss book n o . 1--le t t e r 228 . 



34723-B 

lluskogee , Indian T . , 

Uay 22 , 1902 . 

Hon . P . L. Sope r, 

United tates Attorney , 

Vinita , Indian T. 

Dear ir : 

Robert oldie r , a Creek boy fro the 7es t ern part of the 

Creek Nation ~as sentenced at the J nuary , 1901, t erm of the 

Unit e d tates Court for a term of five years f or l a r ceny . 

In vie T of the fact tha t the Creek Natl on is being d i ssolved , 

and there is r eat dan er of the e state in l and and money comi ng to 

s a id obert Soldier being lo s t to him , and fur t er , that he has 

now served neerly to year s , a ve ry .he a vy penalty , I 'lould 

earnestly re ques t that. you recommend a commu t a t i on of the s en­

tence in order that the boy ma y c ome home to his peopl e and take 

another start in life . 

Your s respectfully , 

P . Port er , 

Principal Chief . 

(Enaarsed) Union Agency Press Book , General Letters by Pri nc i pal 
Chi t, Letter 76 . MUskogee , Okla . 



In re Application for Executive Clemency 

ot Robt. Soldier 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 

ashington, Jun. 11,1903 

Ron. P.Porter, 

Sir: 

Prin.Chiet, 

Muskogee ,I.T. 

You are informed that the papers in t he above- entitled case 

have been submitted to t l~ Attorney Gener al and by him to the 

President, and that the President, on Jun. 9,1903 denied the 

application. 

The case is therefore disposed of Gnd t he papers have been 

placed on the files of the Department. 

By direction of the Attorney General. 

Respectfully yours, 

J.S. Easby-Smith 

Pardon Attorney. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee,Oklahoma.--Fleasant Porters 
general letters.--m--



In re Application for Executive Clemency 

of Robt . Soldier 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE , 

fashing ton , __ ~J~u~n~·~l~l~,~l~9~0~3----~---------

Hon.P . Porter, 

Sir : 

Prin.Chi e f , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

You are i:n:f'ormed that the papers in the above- entitled case 

have been submitted to the ttorney General and by him to the 

Pre s1 dent, and that t he Pre sid en t , on;........_.;.J_un;;;;.;;.;:; • ...;.g_.,~l~9~0...;3 _______ , 

denied the appli cation. 

The case is therefore disposed of and the papers have been 

placed on the files of the Departnent . 

By direction of the Attorney Gene ra.l . 

Respectfully yours , 

J.S . Easby Smi th 

Pardon Attorney. 

(Xndarsed) Union Agency No . 351 P .Porter general. letters--In re . 
App11cation far Executive clemency of Robt. Sold1er.--(Muskogee , Okla) 



34728-A 

In re Application for Executive Clemency 

of SANDY GRAY 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE, 

Washington , June 16, 1903. 

Hon. P. Porter, .. 
Prin. Chief, 

Muscogee , I.T. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your communi-

cation of 11th inst, inclosing application for executive clemency 

in the above-entitled case, and to advise you that it has been 

referred to the United States attorney and trial judge for t heir 

opinions and views as to the expediency of extending executive 

clemency. 

The case will be acted upon in due course and you will be 

notified of the result of such acti on. 

By direction of the Attorney General. 

Respectfully yours, 

J.S.Easby-Smith , 

Pardon Attorney . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a-92--Pleasant Porter 's 
ceneral letters. 
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CREEK - PASTURES & STOC~ 



(COPY) 35103-A 

At Home 6 
Okm ~e e, I. T . , Mar . ? 7, 1899 

Hon . J. Georg e w1 righ t, 

U. S. !~dian Insp e r t or 

.M.uskoP"e e , I . T . 

Dear S r : 

.any of m' .e o pl e are r al lin ~ n me w · th ~ m~ Rints 

that ers ns w r k in n t he in eres of ~at le men who r pose 

to floo~ our st o ~k range s a t Rn e r l date with ~ att e from 

Texas a re mak ing mqd rush am n o eo e ' hom h ursuade 

in ma n r ~ as e s to permit t he m o sele ~ t r th~m re ' r ospe~­

tivP ll o ments of l~nd up on th un~e stRn ina h9 for a bare-

1 y n ominA s 11 o f mone~r oe r a ~:.e e , the s oli ~ or shall have the 

use of e grAss on a l ands s lo ~ ate , and on wh ic the 

Creek riti 7en d e rl a r e s he ill hereafter lorqte. The ~ · tizen 

in ma n ~ as e s never s ee s the l ands , hAve no im ro emen s on 

hem, a nd the •r e n y kno vn t o them who are nro ~ os·ng to 

lo~ate them f or them. In s ome ~ ses ese e~lR at ' ons ~0 e 

l ~ nd s t hat h a d p r e v o sly b een se e ~ t d n goo~ fait h b our 

riti zens, a nd is r lear to P ~ f he eovernment ermits 

this rore d11re t ~ 0ntinue , · s o ng o be ro u~t ve of en -

less trouble and r om ~a i on s , a n d i n somA ne · hborhoo s rna 

,.nnfident ly b e e x nerted . Th 8 is a n ~ allAil or s fqr as 

t t P Cre eks a r e r on,.e n e d, a n d i p rm t 8 , t r an onlv be one 

for tha pe,.uniarv b Pne fit of ,. t t l e 

~rqsping ~itizens of ou r Na ti on, a nd 

wners f Tex9.s ann a faw 

o the un u · stioned det r i-

ment of on~ paop e as the r e s lt of neiahb or hood nd section 

bitterness. Another ,. ass of t r 011b e som e ~ ha Rr te s e abroad 

among the ~eo ple who ~laim to k n ow a nd un e s st n~ the ?overnmem 



survey lines, and ~re indu~ing o r ~ ti7ens t pa for hem 

showing 1ust here the ritizens Rllotment lies and ~romis in 

to fix their rlaim with the Dawes Commiss on , it be n~ unnec -

essary for the cla mant to o t he expense and rouble of 

a~pe~ring before th e D~wes c m~ iss · on fnr thA t ur pose. Th s 

~ _ ass hsve also in some ~ases re~eived p from r tizens afte 

oP.SiRnat1n~ an ~~perth ir llotment ,..h the .. hq e ~ ated so 

~s to trespass nn land s alteady ~ u ted b nt hers . 

No ' trP In~ians ~~e not nxious to go on to a lotments as 

every eove nment off ~ er '~ n ws, but s n,.. e we h v s i ned w · th 

the Dawes Comn ission Qn a eemen n w i ch a o ment is one f 

its features, he jl , I full bel·eve , o ~~upy al o men t s 

goo f9 ith: but rere is not need of un ue hqs t e therein , nor 

is there any reason ~hy a business o su,..h rea rt ance to 

us should not be done i q~ ,.. o - n ,.. e w h t e me hods v 

~harqrteriz ng o her nu l y bus i n ss ran - ~ · ons . e want 

first to know whe her we q e to akA ou tmen s under e 

Curt s A~ , or under a trPa y y ~eree~ u n be een 

011rse1ves etn~ the ovetnment . 

\ e nqxt 1 1 w~nt t know h ql'l pe . P t ere e w o .q_r 

entitled to a shAre 1n Creek l an q. 

It will next be in orde to know e 1 n te l e to a 1 11m e · 

of qf"res of l ~n~ snbje~ to 1 o ment . These wo11l be n arc> or-

danroe wi th simple every clay bus ne ss m thods, an he ~ e res-

pe(!tfully but most eArne s l ~' a e.q 0 0 n () l) r,.. e e 

Creeks into this proposed hRstv 1 otment wh ,..h 1s ~a le f r by 

nobody but f"attl emen and a few nrl vidURl ,..i .' zens who 9. e bei!¥ 



3 gs 
them pai~ for the influen~e an~ rk. Y Ft e m P. ..,,e 

thus far on the 1 ne of the oli~ of the overnme nt , and now 

I ask you to s~ve ID\' 
t 

peop e from the ~ · sses I P. V he oin 

mentioned , 

I Rin~erely tr1s vou onr>e bef e hP 

Serret~ry of ' he Inter o Rn urgP his s A ~ al ~t Pnt on t 

1 t. 

I R.m 

Verv es e r>tfu ]v ., ~ . 
I.~PARRECHKti 

P ncip 1 Chi ef, M. N. 

H.M. H. Pr VRte Ser>retRry 

No. 473 

Endorsement: Cony Okm eee, I . T. ~/ ? 7/ 99 Is ~~ he~he . 
R Jqt ve to rAt P nronos d to be intordu~ e 'nt o Creek N~t on. 
O~fuinal to Dept . 3/?9 

Coryied GBD 
~/31 / ~4 
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CREEK - PENSIONS (INDIGENT) 



35143-A 
Refugee Creek Cams , c . • 

June 1 2th 18 5 
, I 

To the .: 1erk or Relief ) 
) 

Committee of Fannin Co . Texas ) 

Sir , the bearer o t is Lary Tiger belong t o the 

indigent c;reek famili s and are est i tute o bread s t uffs . Ac cord-

ing to informat ion i vin g by enl . • • Cooper h e y can e sup. l ied 

at this plaoe. You ·v'l ill supp V• i th wha t ever yo u can a n d much 

oblige , 

amue l vhe c ote 

r i nci a 1 h i e f Cre eks 

Jno. • Moore 

a i ona l Cler k 

efugee Cree k amps c . N. 

un e 12th 1865 

To the Clerk of ra nnin o 

Texas or :te lief C onm1i t tee 

The bearer of this Mary Ti ger .,..., i t in fami l y are in -

digent Creek f ilies , d a re de s t i t ute of rea d Stuf'fs 

.Accordi ng o in form t ion i ing by Gen l · D. • Cooper 

they wi ll be supplied at this pl ace . Yo u ill p l ase sup ~ ly h em 

with what ever amount you c d t a ke s uch a cc ount o f it a s yo 

think necessary and much oblige Yo urs c 

Sa mue l Chec ote 

ri nci 'hi ef o 

Fr . Jno . r . Moore 

reeks 

Aotg . ationa~ Clerk 



Dr. J. c. Chormy, 

Bristow, I. T. 

Dear Sir:-

35305-A 

Union .Agency , 

Mus eogee, I. T., 

April 15th , 1899 . 

Yours received in which you report one · ashburn Holder , a 

Creek citizen, as in destitute condition and seriously affl_icted , 

and re very muc h meds assistance. You a sk me if possible to do 

something in his behalf. 

You are respectfully informed that I very much regret I 

have no fund in my bands cut of which I can r elieve h is ants or 

provide for him in any vey ; if I could, I certainly would do 

so. About all now that can be dom is to 1e ave him to the kindly 

charities of th3 citizens of Bristow and vicinity. e have 

numerous applic ati' ans of this k ind made to this agency but there 

is no fund whatever given to me which I can appropriate for t he 

purpose ·of relief. 

Very respectfully, 

u. s . Indian Agent. 

Approved; 

J. Geo. '/right, 

U. S. Indian Inspector. 

(Endorsed) Union Agenoy-Muskogee,Oklahoma.Press book no. 2-­
letter 113. 
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35305-B 

The Honorable 

Department of the Interior, 

OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

ashington, 
April 15, 1899. 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

Enclosed herewith is a report of April 10, 1899, from 

Inspector right, transmitting an Act of the Cr eek Council, 

approved by the Principal Chief March 18 , 18 99, appropria­

ting 15.00 each for the relief of two hundred and se vent y 

so-called indigent members of the Creek Nation, for t he year 

1899. The aggregate of this appropriation is $4,050.00. 

Tbe · Inspector states that no information has been f urn is he d 

him showing that the persons named in the Act are indigent 

and in need of assistance, and he invites attention to the 

fact that the number of the indigents is apportioned among 

the various towns or legislative districts. He concludes his 

letter with recommendation against the approval of t he Act, 

with the statement that the per capita distribution of t h is 

small sum of money would not materially aid any indi gent 

person, or prevent actual suffering of persons in need of 

financial aid, and that it does not appear to him t hat any 

benefit can be derived by the .division or distribution of 

this amount. 

The office cannot agree with Inspector right in the 

statement that $15.00 would be no material aid to a person 

actual~y in indigent circumstances, but on account of the 

. _1 



-2-

lack of information on the subject it concurs in the recommenda­

tion of the Inspector for unfavorable action on t his Act of 

the Council, and the same is transmitted with the recommenda­

tion that it be forwarded to the President with request t ha t 

he disapprove the same. 

K.S.M.(G) 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

W.A. Jones, 

Commissioner . 

2 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washington. 

April 17th, 1899. 

The President, 

Sir: 

I have the honor to submit hereWith , for executive 

action, under the provision of the Act of Congress approved 

June 7, 1897 {30 Stat .,62-84), an act of the National Council 

of the Muskogee or Creek Nation, entitled "An Act to appro­

priate fifteen {$15.00} dollars for the aid of each of 2?0 

indigents of the Creek Nation for the year 1899". Said act 

was approved by the Principal Chief on March 18, 1899. It 

makes an appropriation of the sum of fifteen dollars for each 

of the 270 persons whose names are set out in said act . 

The U. S.Indian Ins~ctor for tbe Indian Territory 

states that he finds no mention of the "so-called indigents 

of the Nation" in the la.ws of the Creek Nation, but that he 

has been informed that it has been customary for the last 

six years to make an appropriation of this · character by the 

Nation. He calls attention to the fact that "the total 

number is proportioned among the various towns or legislative 

districts", and he states "tm amount of fifteen dollars per 

annum for each would not be sufficient to provide material 

assistance or prevent actual suffering to persons in need 

of financial aid", and it does not seem to him that "any 

benefit can be derived by the division or distribution of 

such small amounts, and it has been impossible to the present 



-2-

time to ascertain the present indebtedness of the Creek Nation" , 

and he, t herefore, recommends that said act be not approved . 

T~ Commissioner or Indian Affairs in ~orwarding said 

act and said letter of the Insp3ctor states that his noffice 

can not agree wit.h Inspe ctor ifrig.h t i n the state~nt that 

$15.00 would be no material aid to a person actually in 

indigent circumstances , but on account of the lack of infor­

mation on the subject it concurs in the recommendat ion of 

the Inspec t or for unfavorable act ion on t his Act of the 

Council, and the same is transmitted wi th t he recommendation 

that it be forwarded to the Pres ident with request t hat he 

disapprove the same" . 

I have , therefore , to request that said act be 

disapproved. 

A copy of t he report of the Commissioner , together 

with the letter of said Inspector, is herewith inclosed . 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1119-1899. 

3 Inclosures. 

Very respectfully , 

E.A.Hitchcock 

Secretary. 

4 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 
Washington. 

J .George Wr i ght , 
U.S.Indian Inspector 

Sir: 

for the Indian Territory, 
Muscogee, I . T. 

April ro, 1899. 

HereWith enclosed you will find the letter of the Depart­

ment dated the 17th instant, submitting to the President for 

executive action under the provisions of the Act of Congress 

approved June 7, 1897, (30 Stat ., 62-84), an act of the Nation­

al Council of the Muskogee {or Creek ) Nation entitled: "An 

Act to appropriate fifteen ($15.00) dollars far the aid of 

each of 270 indigents of the Creek Nation for the year 1899," 

together ith a copy of the report or the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs. 

Said act was disapproved by the President on the 18th in­

stant, and has been transmitted to the Commissioner of Indian 

Affairs for proper disposition. 

You will duly advise the Executive Secretary of said Na­

tion of the disapproval of said act. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1119-99. 

2 enclosures. 

Respectfully, 

Through the 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs. 

Tho.R.Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.l35 Received Apr.27,1899 Office of 
u.s.Indian Inspector tor Indian Territory. Washington,April 
20,1899. Secretary.----Creek act relative to Indigents, 
disapproved.----



- 35311-

EXECUTIVE o:E'FIC , 

ruskog_ee ation . 

P . Po T" , RI CI AL I • 

lay 18 , 1901 . 

The 1embers of the House of 

ings &. '1arriors o 

Gentlemen : 

I here i th transmit to 

Cing of Eufaula Town , and 

you a letter signed by oble cott., 

os ~ cinto sh and , .• J . Har jo , ·arriors , 

calling attention to tbe fact that ul arsey and ackson wis , 

who should .have been i ncluded in the list of Indigents of said 

tmv.n 1ere omitted . 

1iany of the citizens of t he several t om1s 1ho .ere enrolled 

under the la appr opria t ion '6 , 000 . 00 fDl! the b enefit of such 

indigents , since said enrollme nt have died , and doubtless many 

others ··i 11 die before the end of the year ,. and there will remain 

of the uppropriation re ferred to uite a su of money unexpende d 

which could he used for the benefi.t of such persons as are s oken 

of in this letter of cott , . cintos and Harjo . 

I would respectfully suggest that the coun cil a point a 

committee to inq_uire into the matter , as to whether oth r to s 

might not have persons that ould be entitl ed to a nsion for 

the same reasons as those now receiving pensions . s o inquire 

as to those ho have since: the enactment of the pension la died 

in order that those may be reported , sta ting the dates of their 

death . 

I would respectfully suggest that you give this matte·r your 

att ntion during this ses i on of the council . 

--P . Porters general letters .--g--
Respectfully , P . Porter . rin . Chief 



BE IT -:'S OL . . 

.a 18 , 1 01 

by the r ·a tional Council of the .!US ogee 

ation . That a s cial joint Committee to b composed of 0 

Kings and hree arriors b appo i nt d 1 os duty shall be to take 

i nto considerat i on t he ndig nt roll made at the las t sessi on of 

Council and i nv st i ·ate t e sam noti such am s s shou d not 

have been put on t h sai d roll , th names of those bo hav di e d 

since the making of sai d rnll , stating d te of death ; i t shall 

also prepare a list of such i ndi g nt as ay hav b n o it ted 

from said list or ho hav b come nti tl d to nrol nt since 

th maki ng of said roll and report to the ati onal ounci1 at 

as early a day as practicabl • 

A. P . McKe l1op 
CJe rk. 

L. eN. 
Clerk . 

Committee in the 

tchel Yangee 
iley Sukey 

• of 

dopted , a 18 , 1 01 

os cin tosh , 

peak r ou se of arriors . 

Concurred in ~ .. ay 18 , 1901 

• 

l , . ' . erryman 

Pr s . • of · • 

Committe from H. of arriors 

ocas ixico 

James Broad nax 

'no 'ells 

--Pleasant Porters general letters .--g- -

:17 



AN ACT 

To provide for the pay of G. l.Tiger, clerk 

Indigent Committee. 

35311-A 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated, out of the general 

fund of the Muskogee Nation, the sum of rorty-eight dollars 

($48.00) in favor of G.W.Tiger, for services rendered as clerk 

of Committee on Indigents from October 21st to November 5 ,1900, 

inclusive,. • • . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . • • • • • • 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk 

AD 0 PTE D November 5 ,1900. 

T. 7 .Perryman 

CONCURRED IN November 5,1900. 

Amos Mcintosh A.P.McKellop 
C~rk. 

ATTEST: 
.s.Fears 

Speaker , House of arriors. 

A P P R 0 V E D November 5, 1900. 

P.Porter 
Principal Chief. 

Acting Private Secratary . 

--Pleasant Porters general letters.--p--



D-1407-'00 D P T1tiENT OF THE INTERIOR , 

United tates Indian Inspector 

For 

Indian Territory , 

uscogee, Ind . T., December 6,1900 . 

Ron. P .Porter , 

Prin.Chief ·uskogee Nation. 

Sir : 

You are respectfully advised that an Ac.t of the National 

Council of the Creek Nat ion, approved by yourself on ovemb r 

5,1900, and entitled , 

An Act to Provide for the Pay of G •• Tiger , 

Clerk Indigent Committee , " 

was submitted by the Honorable ecretary of the Interior to the 

President of the United States for xecutive action on November 

21, 1900, was duly approved on November 22 , 1900 , and has been 

placed on file in the Office of Indian Affairs , at ashington . 

Very re~ectfully, 

J .Geo. ·right, 

U. S.Indian Inspe ctor, 

for Indian Territoryo 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee, Oklahoma.--Pleasant Porters 
ceneral letters.--p--



35311-B 

;;ay 25 , 1 901 20 

BE IT ENACTED BY TEE NATIONAL COUFCIL OF THE GEE A I O r. 

T1IA.T - the following names of Indigents shal l be placed on the 

Indigent pension roll , and they shal l be entitl ed to such funds 

as may be appropriated f or t be i r reliei out of Cr eek funds , at 

the rate of Three Dollars per month pe r head , to commence on and 

after the passage and approval of t hi s a ct . 

And to continue during their aturallife or until -t he fi nal 

division of lands and otber ublic prope;rty of the ree k ation 

shall have been made . 

Be it further enacted that t he sum of ne Thousand ight Hundred 

Dollars 1800 , be and the same are hereby ~p-opriated out of 

the general fund not other'liii se a:ppropr iated for their relief 

of the Indigents as per accompanying list . 

A. P • • icKellop 

Clk. 

L . ~~"o • 

Clk. 

dopt e d 5 / 25/l 01 

Amos cintosh 

'p . H . of r. 

Conc urred in 5/2 /1901 

T . · . Perryman 

Pres . H. of • • 

--Pleasant Porters general letters .--g--



1 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

5 . 

6 . 

7 . 

1 . 

1 . 

1 . 

1 . 

1 . 

2 . 

LI.ST OF~. I ~DIGE....ITS mo 'E K • ~TED 

Co eta Town . 

Ferdinand aiford 

Tuck- a- batch- chee . 

Mary Barnette 

Annie Sullavan 

· icey Carr 

amuel Si mon 

achel Reed 

Hannah illiams 

Renaha Ko- cho- ny 

uchee 

Eliza Eui'aula 

Broken A:rrow 

James iger Sr . 

'e- o-gufky 

Me- sie Hutky 

Little R. Tuls a 

Jeanette Bruner 

Thorpthlocco Town 

Is- hul.-Ky 

cissy 

kull f r actur e 

Old and f eebl e 

aralized 

Ol d and fee ble 

ileptic 

Old and f eebl e 

Rheumati sm 

Rheumatism 

l d a 

-early bl i nd 

heuma tism 

Chronic ores 

Old age 

early blind 

-·-Pl asant Porters eneral letters . - - g- -

...,...~ .. . . 

Jo m ans of sup ort 

rt n tt 

tt tt 
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.• - .. 

Frazer obinson 

- 2-

ar alized ' O eans of sup ort 

1. 

1. 

2. 

1. 

1. 

l. 

2. 

Ke-cho . Par- Te • 

Betty . 

ufaula Canadian 

otal~y blind u 

J"ackson Levtis heumatism " 

Tulmar- sy or Archie iger Bli nd 

Hickory Ground 

Hardy Old and f eebl e " 

Martha Jones heumatism n 

imon- Ho- gee . Old and f eeble " 

Ok-chi-ye 

Barney 

Hiliber Canadian 

Short John 

He-che-Ta 

TuD.eche 

A.P. tidham 

uar-sar-te o.1 

Hepsie clntosh 

Diway Hicks 

artiized 

early blind tt 

Fits 

Unsound mind n 

Old and feeble " 

Old and :ree ble n 

---Pleasant Porters general letters .--g--

n 
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1 . 

1 . 

l . 

l . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

4 . 

1 . 

l . 

a. 
s 

Tulwa Thlocco To ·n 

James Town 

Al- a- bama 

u. par- Har - key 

Hut . che . Chuppa 

Hully Ho:ma 

Ok f'us ky Canadian 

James Henry 

To- cher- -~ ay . 

Yor . ma Hikey 

Car- bits- che arthea 

Tulmo chussie 

Liza "/ashington 

Co- ky King 

Car- bits cher Yoshold 

Ma- lar 

Big opring 

Me- lissa- Burgess 

Thle- war-ley 

Seal. in o uean 

Silby Hope 

Bucker Hope 

- 3-

early bl i nd ro means of support 

Old an d feeble " n It tl 

Orphan , helpless " " " 

Unsound ind " " » It 

Old and feeble t l " " ll 

Old and feeble n " tl 

Old and feeble 11 " " t1 

Paralized n U' n " 
Old age " n tt " 
Cri ppled n n n " 

heumatism " It n n 

Totally blind " " ll 

Old age n n It " 
Old and blind tt ll tt " 
Old and feeble " n. " " 

Pleasant Porters general Letters .--g--
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1. 

2. 

1. 

Big Ben 

Daniel ous key 

Arkansas (Cold) 

Rachel Anderson 

Harriot Broun 

Mollie Bruner 

Canadian (Col d) 

Nellie Holmes 

p'olly Barnet t e 

North Fork (Cold) 

Jennie Skiff 

Co eta 

To be added 

1. Ferdinand aiford 

- 4-

Blind 

ocrofola 

o means of su port 

" " 

ld and feeble " " 

heumatism " " 

Old and feeble tt n 

ld and feeble " " 

Old and feeble " " 

Unsound mind tt t1 

Unsound mind 

" n 

n 

" " 

tf' " 
" 

n 

--Pleasant Porters general letters--g--
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1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

1. 

2. 

3 . 

1. 

1. 

LIST OF IiilllGE~S---Died after enrollment of Penshion oll . 

Coweta Town 

Lewis Byrd 

Tuck- a- batch- chee 

Lowa- ny 

Cursetta 

ilpa 

Tus kegee 

Hollot Hoyer 

Tharpthlocco 

Hettie Daniel 

Hickory Ground 

Alpar- see 

Hok- ta 

Tokoth- ka 

Tulle da gee 

'lashington ed 

Hilibee Canadian 

Charley Harjo 

Died Apr . l4th 1901 

ied ov . 25.th , l 901 

Died eb . 28 th , l 901 

ied Apr . l 3t h ,l901 

Died Jan. 6th , l901 

Died in pr . l901 

Di ed in Jan . l901 

Died on J an. 6th , l901 

Died in eb . lst , l 01 

Died in Jan .llth , l90l 

---Ple asant Porters general letters .--g--



1 . 

2 . 

3 . 

1 . 

1 . 

1 . 

1 . 

1 . 

2 . 

1 . 

2 . 

Ok- chi - ye 

Liza :Kanard 

Te- yo 

Me - chille r 

Tul sa Canadian 

Haile~ cGibr a 

Gr een Leaf 

Linda 

Cher y r a 

· illiarn Harrison 

A:r- be ka D. T. 

Eliza err yman 

Ok. fus ky D. T. 

in- hu . thea 

Annie 

l!.uf aul a D. T . 

Helen ullaven 

Minta 

Arkansas (Cold) 

Becky Kanard 

Maria Ponds 

- 2-

Di e d i n Dec . 1900 

i ed in Apr . 24th , 1901 

Di ed i n p r . 1901 

Di e d r.ch . 9 , 1901 

i e d i n pr . 26th , l 01 

Di e d Jan . 31 , 1901 

Di ed Fe b . l 01 

i ed Apr . 1901 

Di ed De c . 30 , 1900 

Died Apr . 25 , 1901 

Di ed ·ch . 30 , 1901 

Died Apr . 30,l901 

- - -Pleasant Porters general letters .--g--

2 



-
~. Harriot Bishop 

Canadian (Cold ) 

1. Tu-nah 

, 

- 3-

Died "ch.30th,l90l 

Died pr .l5th ,~9 01 

].easant Porters general lette rs .--g--
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Co ittee oom 

~ay 25th, 1901 

Hon. rratl . Council 

Gentlemen : 

e your upecial Joint Commit t ee on Indigent , to om the 

matter referr d , ha e amined t he Indi ent ension oll , and 

have round 25 died since the enrollment and 50 I ndi ents er 

omitted on tbe ension roll , ho ere entitl ed to receive pension . 

e have laced them on the Indigent list and as ~ your Ron . ody 

to adopt the follo ing act . 

G. · • iger , 
Clk. 

ile 'ug- ,..ey 

Chairman om ittee on Indi ent . 

orsed) Union .Agency, ~us.~ogee , Oklahoma . leasant orters 
D ral letters.--g- -
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35509-A 

D E P A RT ME NT 0 F T H E I NT E R I 0 R. 

· ashin gt on. 
ITD. 4862-1903. .June 10, 1903. 

United States Indian Inspector 

for India n Territory , Muskogee, I. T. 

Sir: 

Re f erring to t he Acting Ins pec t or's communica t ion of 

.June 1, 1903, you a re in f orme d tha t on June 6 , 1903 , 

The President ap proved the r e solution of t he Creek Na tiona l 

Council, a ccepting the $600,000 appropriat ed b y the a ct 

of March 3, 1903 (Public No. 144), i n ful l payment of t he 

"Loyal Creek Claims,'" and the r esolution is returned 

herewithr together with departnEntal le t ter to t he 

president a nd a oopy of t he Acting Commi ssioner of I ndia n 

Affairs' report of .June 4, 1903. 

As recommended by the Acting Insp ector, t he u. s . 
Indian Agent a t Union Agency has been direc ted to ma ke 

the pa~ent, a nd the Commissioner of Indi an Affai rs ha s 

been requested to f uTilish the Agent wit h a lis t of 

awards made in beha lf of the loyal Creeks and Cr eek freedmen 

by w. B. Ha zen and F. A. Fields. 

Respect f ully , 

~ . A. Hitchcock, 

3 inclosures. Secretary. 

(Encorsed) Union Agency No.6584.Received .Jun.l7, 1903 . 0ff i ce of u.s. 
Indian Inspector f or Indian Terri t ory.Washington,June 12 , 1903 . 
Commissioner.---States that President has approve d resolution of 
Creek Council rela tive to pa yment of Loyal Creek Cla im, a nd the 
Indian Agent has been directed to make such payment. 



35509-B 

30 

D E P A R T M E N T OF THE I N T E R I 0 R . 
VASHINGTON. 

ITD 5942-1103. ugust 8 , 1903 . 

United States Indian Inspector 

tor the Indian Territory, 

Mufkogee , Indian Territory, 

Sir: 

July 17 , 1903 , you transmitted a communication of that 

date from the Principal Chief of the Creek Nation , mth re ­

ference to the a ppropriation made by the act of Jarch 3 , 1903 

(32 Stat., 982-994), for the pa~nent of Loyal Creek claims . 

There is in.closed herewith a copy of a communi cat ion 

from the Indian Office , of July 28, 190 3 , and you are adv:i.s ed 

that Inspector McLaughlin has been designated to make the 

roll required as suggested by the cting Corunissioner. 

The Principal Chief states that the claimants, who 

expected to have received their money before this time , are 

exhibiting great anxiety about it, and the country i s rife 

with rumors of the possibility of its ever being paid ; that 

if possible he would like to see it paid before ueptember 1, 

1903. 

You state that ~ Principal Chief has asked intormally 

'0 I 
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if it would not be possible for the special agent designated 

to prepare the roll to be authorized to furnish the Indian 

Agent with the names for payment as fast as t~e beneficiaries 

are identified, provided such investigat ion wa s made at 

Muskogee ; that you presume however that such roll must be 

approved by the Department before the gent can be authorized 

to proceed with the p~ment. You suggest that you be 

advised in reference thereto in order that the Principal 

Chief may be notified in reply to his communication Oherewith 

inclosed), to enable him to intelligently inform citizens 

applying to him for information in the premises. 

You are advised that the roll to be prepared by Inspector 

McLaughlin will have to b e submitted to the Department before 

payments can be made. 

You vill advise the Principal Chief in accordance herewith , 

and that it is the intention of the Department to have the 

payments made with as little delay as pessible; that, ho ~ever , 

it will not be possible for Inspector McLaughlin to dispose of 

certain matters now in his hands within the next twenty day s, 

and that, of course, the roll cannot be prepared and the payments 

' 



-3-

made as he desires before the lst of Septembe r. 

Respectfully, 

2 i nclosures. 

Thos. Ryan. 
Acting Secr e tary . 

(Endorsed) Union gency # 7065 Received Aug. 14 , 1903 . Of f ic e 
of u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory. 
Vashing t on, August s, 1903. Secretary. 
Inspector Mc~aughlin designated to make roll of Lo yal Creek 
claimantsl should advise Principal Chief such payment s cannot 
be made before Septemb er lst. 

32 



December 2, 1903 

Whereas, the claimants to the fund, p rovided for t he payment 

of what is known as the Loyal Creek Claim are scattered over the 

whole of the Creek Nation, a~, 

Whereas , many of th3 se claimants have but. a smal l interest 

in said fund, and are indigent ci r cumstance s and unable to pay 

traveling expenses, and, 

Whereas, it would devolve upon such c laimants living at a 

considerable distance from Muskogee or any ot her single p oint, 

an expense which they can ill afford, to be compelled to take 

a long trip from their respecti 1re horre s to re ceive t .he ir s hare 

of such fund, 

Now, therefore, be it resolved hy the National Council of 

the Creek Nation , that the Interior Department be , and is hereby 

respectfully requested to make such payment at t.be several fol­

lowing points, to wit : at the towns of etumka , Sapulpa , Okmulgee , 

Muskogee and Eufaula , such officer first giving public not ice 

of the time and place when and where such payments will be made 

at each of said towns. 

Lee McNe vi ns 
Clerk. 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

Adopted Dec.l,l903. 

Roley Mcintosh 
Pres.House of Ki ngs . 

Concurred in after amended also at 
Holdenville, De c.l,l903 . 

Amendment. cone urred in , Dec. 2,1903 . 

Amos Me Intosh 
Sp. H. of arriors. 

Approved Dec.2,1903. 

P.Porter,--Prin.Chief. 

(Endorsed) Union agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma--a-132--Pleasant Porter's 
eneral letters. 



My dear Wr ight: 

DEPA RlM :EN T OF TEIE I Nr ERI OR , 

Off'i ce of Imian Affairs, 

iVash ing ton, 

35509-D 

February 13 ,1904 . 

Umer date of the 14th ult imo, I submit ted a report 

w1 th certain a ccompanyi~ papers in the Loyal Cr eek claims of 

Ben Sancho, deceased, a ward No.210, and Nancy Bruner, deceased , 

award No.l281, and have leamed that t he pape rs have been returned 

to you tar further investi ga tion i n t he Ben _Bancho claim, and 

that all the ~pers sulmitted by ma were forwarded to you except­

ing my report, it being doubtless presume d that a co py of same 

was on file at t~ Agency office. But I , having made said report 

simply as United States Indian I nspec tor, in c onne c tion with my 

Loyal Creek work, and not a s Acting In~e c tor for the Indian Terri­

tory, left no copy at the Agency but had a carbon copy made for 

future r eference which I enclose herewi th a s i t may be of assis­

tance to you in determining the matter . 

Mr. George Bixby is familiar Wi th t m se t VIO claims , and 

has all the papers in con test case s in a b ax: in a ro om on the 

fifth floor of the office where the Loyal Creek rol l s are bein~ 

paid. 

T~ A.G. W. Sang:> who first made proof to t he c laim of Ben 

Sancho, is the colored banker of Mus k ogee and i s a s leek pro-

pos it ion and doubtless knew well when he made sai d proof that 

tbtre ere direct heirs to the claim then liv ing , h ils t he is 

only a nephew or the said deceased claimant and tm ot rer he i r s 

gi~en in list of proat are all collateral, wrrilst Della Robert and 

llli5 
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Hannah Hughes are grandchildren. and the only legal he irs. This 

was fUlly proven by the testifying Witnesses and could have been 

further verified b y numerous oth3r persons, one of whom is old 

Pa.ro Bruner, of Paro, , I.T., Town King of Little Canadian Colony, 

who stated tone with great positiveness that Dock Sancho, the 

father of Della Robert and Hannah Hugoos, was the son of said Ben 

Sancho, t~ original claimant, and that t hese two worren are his 

only legal he irs. hen I interrogated AoG. W. Sango as to the 

proof he made to said claim he justified his act by saying tbat 

it was a question of some doubt as to whether or not Dock Sancho, 

the father of Della Rob ert and Harmah Hughes was the son of said 

Ben Sancho, deceased. 

I arrived here Friday Eveni~ and found matters all right . 

Have not yet seen the Secretary as he was absent from the office 

on Saturday and is before the Indian Committee today, .00 and 

Commissioner Leupp. Do not know how long I will remain here 

but 1111.11 write you 'Qefore leavi~. 

With kind regards, 

Very truly yours , 

James McLaughlin . 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No.lll95 Received-Vashington,Feb.B,l905. 
Secretary.----Rel.to recommemation of Inspe ctor McLaughlin tha t 
certain names be stricken from Loyal Creek roll and others pJa ced 
thereon in lieu thereof'; directed to make proper changes after 
giving notice.----



35509-E 

DEPAR'l':ftBNr OF THE INI'ERIOR, 

Washington. 
April 22, 1904. 

lTD 3312-1904. 

The U .s.Indian Inspector 

far Indian Terri tory, Muskogee. 

Sir: 

There is transmitted herewith copy of a communication of 

the Acting Commissiomr of Indian Affairs, dated the 19th in­

stant, forwarding to the Depar'tment a letter of the U. S .Indian 

Agent, Union Agency, of the 14th instant, in which he su ggests 

that t~ duty of continuing the enrollnent of "so-called Loyal 

Creek claimants" be devolved upon you in connection with your 

work of enrolling the so-called Self-emigrant Creek Indians. 

The Acting Commissioner recoiD.IOOnds that the suggestion 

or the Agent be adopted. 

If 

' 

The Depar1ment also concurs, and you are hereby designated 

to take up the work of completing the enrollment of the Loyal 

Creek claimants, and you 11'111 call upon the Indian Agent to 

turn over to you such instructions as he may have received in 

the premises. 

1 inclosure • 

Respectfully, 

E.A.Hi tchcock. 
Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No.9405 Received Apr.26 1 1904 Office of 
U.S.Indian Inspector 1 for Indian Terri tory.llashington,April 22, 
1904.Secretary.----Instructs In~ector to complete enrollment of 
Loyal Creek c1aimants.----



Ron . E . A. Hitchcock , 

Sir:-

Sec ' y at the Interior , 

ashington , D. c. 

35509- F 

June 15 , 1904 

The Loyal Creek payment as in process of distribution at 

Eufaula, hen it was suspended on the question as to hether the 

payment should be made under the laws of Arkansas go verning the 

matter of descent and d istribution or under the Creek la s . The 

question was submitted to th3 Comptroller of the Treasury for 

his decision . 

It is rumored h3re that a telegram. has been received that 

the deci sian has bean rendered and that the ayment ill be made , 

when the rolls are corrected , under the laws of the state of 

A:rka.nsas . 

There are quite a number o"f original claimants t whom pay-

ment could be made without reterence to either law. Is there 

any reason my such paynBnt can not be made i mmed.i ately? 

In:tcxt"lllation on this matter Will be very much appreciated by the 

c1aimants of this character. 

I may be able to inform them. 

Please make an early reply that 

Respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin. Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 493 . Muskogee ,Okla. 



35511-

January 5 , 1905 

Hon. L.C.Perryman, 

Tulsa, I . T. 

Dear Sir: -

I write you on behalf of Mrs . Louisa Si mmons in regard t o 

a claim made by Jim Grayson as a Loyal Creek. Jim Grayson v1 a s a 

son of John Gotcher of Hillubee Town and the name Jim Grayson 

appears on tbe Loyal Creek Rol~ as yet unclaimed. .irs . Louisa 

Simmons is a niece of Jim Grayson and claimS to be the neares t 

heir at law to the aforesaid claim. 

Now , if you know anyt.h ing a bout these claims , t hey request me 

to wri. t e you so that you can give them a1ch informat ion as you 

mey have in too matter and if you are coming to uskogee at any 

time, notify ·illie Carr at Cerdolupi so that they c~ be here and 

see you .• She thinks that Tom Adams would be one of be r witnesses 

in the case. 

Also Larte Bear of Hillubee Town , claims to be the nearest 

relative and heir of Loyal Creek clatm made out by Rose Lahtah 

Harjo, and she wishes you to write illie Carr what you may know 

about this claim also . 

grandmother. 

Rose Lahtah Harjo was Larte Bear ' s 

Respectfully , 

P.Porter 

Principal Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 637. Musk:ogee , Oklahoma. 



DEPART MEN T OF 
OFFICE OF HIDI 

Washington , 
Accounts 
27911/1905 
Auth . 96848 

J.Jr . J . George ·:'right, 

THE I N T E R I 0 R • 
AFF IRS, 
ovember 1 , 1905 . 

u.s . Indian Inspector for Indian Terr itory, 

uskogee, Indian Territory . 

Sir: -

355ll-B 

There is inclosed, herewith, a communication addressed 

to you by the Honorable Secretary of the Interior under date of 

the 27th ultimo , returning the parti al roll of Loyal Claimants , 

Creek, submitted by you to this ffice ~Pril 5 , 1905 , for exam­

ination and approval by the Department , author izi ng the payment 

of certain claims, and instructing you to inform the roll as to 

certain other claims . 

It will be observed that the roll is approved to the ex­

tent that where no exception has been taken therein to final re ­

sults , payment is authorized to enrolled distri bute~s . Endorse­

ment of such approval upon the roll was not considered advisable , 

however , until its reformation, in accordance with the suggestions 

contained in the inclosed letter . 

As directed in Department letter to this Office of t 1e 

27th ultimo , the u. s . Indim Agent , Indian Territory , has been 

informed · that you will furnish him with a list of approved dis-

tributees , and that he is authorized to make the paymen t to all 

12762 
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duly enrolled persons. 

The roll referred to , with affidavits and certain other 

papers , has this day been sent to you in a separate package by 

registered mail. 

Very respectfully , 

c. T. Larabee , 
ACTING CO USSI ONER . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency # 12? 62 eceived Nov. 6 , 1905 . Office 
od u.s. Indian Inspector for Indian Territory . ~/ashington , Nov . l , 
1905. Commissioner. Enclosing letter from the Secretary of the 
Interior, returning partial roll of Loyal Creek Claimants, suh­
mitted on April 5 , 1905. 



CREEK - PRINCIPAL CHIEF 



35664-A 

AN AC OPRIA IO FOR CO IIDENT 

OF EXECt1riV1! FFICE . 

Be it enacte d by the ational Council of the '"uskogee ation ; 

That there be and i s he r by ap:p ropria ted , out of t e Gen-

erel. Fund of' the lusk ogee ,.at ion , t he s 1.llll of o Thousand ( 2 , 000 . 00 ) 

Dollars , or so much t hereof a s may be necessary , to be e ended 

by the Principal Chief in e m laying t enographer and ot e r cleri­

cal help necessa ry for t e roper conduct o f t he business oi" the 

Executive Office for t e fisc a l year ending Dece be r fourth , 

1901 , and other expenses necessarily i ncurred . In the expendi-

ture of this appropriation the ri ncipal Chi e f s hall be r equired 

to take the necessary vouchers , a nd a ke r ep r t of the same to 

the next annual Council . 

D 0 T D October 27th , l 900 . 

Lee cNevins 
Clerk . 

A.P . McKellop 
Clerk. 

.lTTE T: 

. s . Fears , 

c C U R 

APPROV 

.tcting Private ecretary . 

'I' . . Perryman 
President., Hous e of i ngs . 

D I October 29 , 1900 . 

iah Gray 
peaker , Hous e o f arriors ,Pro Tern . 

D October 29 , 1900 . 

P . Porter , 

Principa l Ch i ef • 

--Pleasant Porters general letters . o . 33 . --



DEPARTMENT OF THE I ?r RIOR , 

United tates Indian Inspector 

For 

D-1359. Indian Terri tory , 
.lot No . 15. 

us co gee ~ I nd . • , Nov . 30 , 1900 . 

Honorable P . Porter , 

Sir: 

Pri ncipal Chief Creek ation , 

Nuskogee , I nd ian Territory~ 

You are r espectfully advi sed t at the act of t he .ational 

Council of t he Creek at i on ap roved by yoUJrself on October 29 , 

1900, and entitled-

uAn act mak i ng appropriation for contingent expense s 

of .11xec.utive _ ffice , rr 

- was submitted by the Honorable Secretary of the Interi or to the 

President of the Unit ed tates for execut i ve a ct i on on ovember 

15,1900, as dul y approve d on tbe lDth i nstant and has been 

placed on file in t he ffice of Indian ffairs ~ a t ashington . 

Very respe c tfully , 

J . Geo . 'ri ght , 

u ... Indian ns ecto r , 
for ndian Territory . 

(Endorsed} Union Agency , Mus ogee , klanoma . xo . 33 . le asant 
Porters general letters. 
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35677-A -·· 43 

May 2lst .,,l903 

Be it enacted by the National Council of the tiuskogee ration : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the general fund 

ot the Muskogee Nation, the sum of One Thousand Dollars , or so 

much thereof as may be necessary to be used in payment of salary 

ot an additional Clerk in t he . xecutive Office of t he 1Jfuskogee 

Nat ion in payment of salary of an interpreter f 'or s ai d office and 

for other i ncidental e xpenses or· said Execut ive Of'fice , s ai d amount 

to be paid under such rules and regulations as may be prescribed 

by the Secretary of the Interior for the disbursement o~ Creek 

:funds. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk . 

A.P.McKellop 
Clerk. 

Adopted May 2lst.,l903 . 

Roley Mcint osh 

Pres.H. of Ki ngs . 

Concurred in ay 22 ,1903 

Amos 'Icint osh 

peaker House of arriors 

Approved May 23 ,1903. 

P.Porter 

Prin.Chief. 

--Pleasant Porters general letters.--a-17----



3567?-B 

ocuskogee, Indian Territory , June 22 , 1903 

Hon. J.Blair Shoenfelt, 

United States Indian Agent . 

Sie : 

In accordance i th our conversation some days ago , I ould 

thank you if you would place an Indian policeman at my disp osal 

to be stationed at my office regularly and to be subject to the 

orders ot the Principal Chief and NatioMl Attorney. 

Very truly, 

P . Porter , 

Principal Chief. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chiet. Letter 421. Muskogee ,Oklahoma. 



35680-A.. 

AN ACT 

Appropriating Two Thousand ($2 ,000) Dollars for Incidental Expenses 

end employment of stenographer in Exe cutive Office. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION : 

That there be and is hereby appropriated , out of the general 

funds of the Muskogee Nation , the stim. of Two Thousand ($2 ,000) 

Dollars, or so much thereof as may be necessary , to be expended 

by the Principal Chief in the employment of a stenographer and for 

other clerical aid , and in paying other expenses necessarily in­

curred in the proper conduct of the business of the Exe cutive 

Office, for the fiscal year ending December 4th, 1904 . An account 

of the expenditures from this appropriation to be kept by the 

Principal Chief ~or the benefit and information of the National 

Council. 

Lee McNevins 
Clerk 

A.P . McKellop 
Clerk. 

Adopted Nov .19 ,1903 ~ 

Roley Mcintosh 
Pres . House of Kings . 

Concurred in Nov . 20 , 
J . H.Land 

.PFes:i:-aeB.t 
Speaker. 

House of K 3::ags • 
Warriors 
Pro tern 

Approved Novo25 ,1903. 
P.Por ter, 

Principal Chief Muskogee Nat i on . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency,MUskogee,Oklahoma--a-118--Pleasant Porter ' s 
general letters. 



EXECUTIVE OFFICE 

M uskogee Nation 

P.Porter,Principal Chief. 

Okmulg e e~ Ind ian Territory , 

'Jovem be r 27,1903 . 

TO THE HO ;oR ABLE NATI 0 AL C OIDC I L F T iUSKOG ' TI 0 

Gentlemen: 

356Q.O~B 

I herewith transmit to you draf t of the act providing for 

the salary of t he ri nci pa l Ch i e f to b e t wemt y five hundred 

dollars ( 2500) after De cember 5t h , next, and in which act is 

also contai ned an addi t ional appropri ation of fifteen hundre d 

dollars for t he p urp ose of carrying the same i n t o effect . As 

you now understand, the salary of t he Pr incipal Chief is one 

thousand do llars per year: in t he p ast he has been able to rill 

this office and also devot e his atten tion to ot her bus i ness , 

but it has no w come to a point i n your gov rnment that h is entire 

attention is directed to the affairs of t he of fice, t hereby mak­

ing impossible and I daresay i mproper, at t h is time , f or him t o 

engage in other busi ness. During t he next t wo years , hile 

Winding up t he affairs of the Nation, it wi l l be absolutel y 

necessary for him to spend a large portion of his t ime with the 

National Attorney in ashington. As you have , by a r esolut ion , 

directed your National Attorney to look into t he financi a l mat­

ters of the Nation, it will be necessary for our ri ncip al 

Chief to assist in this matter, hich will r equir e some t i me and 

I am confident Will result in saving t he ~ati on s veral thousand 

dollars. 

The salary of your executive officer should be commensurate 

---Pleasant Porters general letters.--y--
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With the services rendered and this I consider only half of the 

actual value of the · services he will be called upon to render 

during his ensuing te rm. If' t he salary of your Principal Chief 

is increased at all it must be now, because when he ent ers upon 

the duties of his office, his salary can neither be increased or 

dimished during his term of office and this term begins on t he 

titth day of December . To fail to pass this act and make it a 

law, Will be in my judgment , a detr i ment to your own interests 

and thereby other matters will be left undone , which ought to be 

done for the lack of funds . 

I trust that you will give this your careful attention and 

I urge that it be adopted by your Honorable bodies without delay. 

Respectfully submitted , 

~1aty Tiger , 

Acting Principal Chief. 

Read & Referred to H. of arriors 

Nov.30,1903 

Lee McNevins Sam Lo5 an 
Pres. H. of Kings Pro- tem 

Read and referred back to .oty Tiger , Acting Principal 

Chief. Dec.l,l903 , 

A.P.IV cKell.op 
Clerk. 

Amos cintosh 
Sp . House o~ arriors . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency , Muskogee , Oklahoma .--Pleasant Porters 
general letters.--T--
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{ us ogee , Indian T .~, ~ay 8 , 1902 . 

Hon . l . A. J one s , 

Sir : 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs , 

· ashington , D. c. 

Referring to your letter of December 28 , 1901 , nLand , 

72324- 1901, c. F . L. " , and my reply there to under date of January 

9 , 1902 , in r f renee to the approval of maps of definite 

location of the Ft . mi th & ·., e s t ern ail .·ay Com any t hrough the 

Creek ration , and the paymcn t to the ecretary of' t he I nterior for 

the benefit of the Cree k a tion of the sum or <. 50 . 0 0 p er mile i n 

addition to the compe s a tion provided for b the act of March 

3 , 189 9 , hie also provided that in c ase the f i fty dollars pe r 

mile i:as not satisf -ctor compensati on to t he at i on ,. that t e 

Nation , t hrough its ti onal oun cil , could re je c t said amount . 

· rn my letter of January 9th , I advised ou t ha t t here ould be 

no council rJithin four months fro m December 1 2 , l 01 , the date of 

the approval of said m.a s , and that nothing r emained to be done 

but a1ait the expiration of four Bont hs and t h n r e ir e t he pay­

ment of the Railroad Com any . 

The four months having e~apsed on pr il l2 , 1902 , I .ould 

no request that you advis me if the payme n t h as been ade to 

the Secretary of the Interior for t e bene f it of t e Cr eek Fat ion , 

--press book general lette~s-- 39 .--
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vided by la , and if not , to see that demand is made upon 

it be:t'ore further .o .. k has been done b sc.i d ro ad . 

ours truly , 

• ort e r , 

Principal Chi ef . 

~~~•ed) Union Agency Press Book , General Letters by rincipal 
~tter 39. Muskogee , Okla . 
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I , P. Porter , rincipal h ief of t e reek ation , in I ndi a er-

ritory , do hereby ackno.lecl e service upon r:1e oft e definite 

l oc a tion of t 18 li e of tl e railroa of -· e .~..iss ur i 
' 

... anso.s & 

Oklahoma .a ilroad Company , fr m a o · t of conne cti on -ith t he 

~. K . & T . a il-.a · t ybark , Cree at i on , I dian merrito ry , 

northwesterly a distance of t enty miles to a oint i the 

southeast c:_uar tcr of .:>e ction 19 , to-mship 17 , an e 16 1 as t , 

Creek ation , by service upon me of a blue rint co p t'1ereof , 

this lOth day of l.~ay , 1902 . 

• Porter , 

rinci pal Chi ef of t h e 
CreeK. .1.J t i on . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency Press Book, Genera l Let t ers by ri ncipal 
Chief , Letter 43. uskogee , Okla . 
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·uskogee ~ I nd i an r ., 

Ifay 23 , 1902 . 

Mr. D. M. Hodge , 

Tulsa , Indian T. 

Dear Sir : 

I f'orvard you letter of i ntroduction t o r:r • •• • llen. 

I am informed tha t the line of defi nite loc at i on of the 

?\:issouri, ~ansa s & Okl ahoma , ,!ybark extens i on , has been ma de , 

and Will make Tulsa one at" the p oints on the road . ·. het '1er t h e 

to n of Elam is on the line of ro d I do not kno , but it is 

probable that no change ill be made . 

I am in receipt of a cop y of the supplemental · gr e ement as 

reported from the sub- committees of the enate and Iouse , and 

I find that but little change has been made : i th the e cept i on 

of making the term of lease three years ins te d of one . There 

may possibly be some other changes , but none of i mpor tance . I 

am informed by [r . IcGoran and .Judge pringer that it ·ill 

pass in substantially the shape a s r eported b t he Committees . 

I do not think it necessary to have a ny representat ive of the 

Creek Nation return to ashington in the i nteres t of t ... lv supp l e -

mental agreement . 

Yours truly , 

P . Porter , 

Principal Chief . 

( dorsad) Union Agency Press Book , General Letters , by rincip al 
Chi r. Letter 78 . uskogee , Okla . 
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Refer in reply to the following: 

Land. 
30184-1902. 

The Honorable 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 

Office of Indian Affairs, 

iVashington, May 26, 1902. 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to transmit herewit h a r eport 

made May 19, 1902, by Inspector ··7right, advi s ing t ha t the 

Fort Smith and vestern and the Ozark and Cherokee Central 

Railroads have approved rights of way through certa in por­

tions of the Indian Territory, and are at present gr adi ng 

and constructing their roads, portions of which pass 

through the Creek Nation. 

The Inspector states tha t no plat s of station 

grounds in the Creek Nation have been filed by eit her rail-

road company; that several, if riot all, proposed locations 

for station grounds, have been filed upon by citizens of 

the Creek Nation, and that such selections were made prior 

to the ratification of the Creek Agreement. He refers to 

section 6 of said agreement which confirms preliminary al-

lotments, and states that the Commission to the Five Civ­

ilized Tribes considers that where sta tions are loca t ed 

upon such tracts, the certificates of allotment made prior 

to the ratification of the agreement, cannot be canceled, 

QU 
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and therefore the land cannot be segregated for a townsite 

under the provisions of the Act of Congress approved May 

31, 1900. 

The !nspector st a tes that townsite companies are 

arranging With the allottees for land for townsite purposes, 

and he understands in some instances are procurin deeds 

from citizens "subject to the approval of the Secretar y of 

the Interior," and are surveying and platting such tracts 

and giving wuit-claim (Sic) deeds to parties purchasing lots. 

He says satisfactory ne gotiations were made between Indians 

and the persons comprising these townsite companies; tha t 

no complaint has been made to his office and that he is 

informed by the Principal Chief of the Creek Nation that 

none bas been made to him. 

He further states that one complaint has been 

made by a certain citizen that parties have taken possession 

ot his land for townsite purposes , and that the Indian Agent 

had been directed to send the Indian police to remove these 

parties as provided by section 8 of the Cre ek Agreement. 

It is his opinion that these parties proceed at their own 

risk and that it is not incumbent on the Department to take 

action at this time. He says that it is believing by the 

Principal Chief of the Nation that it will be his dut y to 
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iasue .deeds to allottees ignoring any claims other parties 

may have to the land resulting from negotiations with the 

citizen. 

The Inspector has deemed it proper to report the 

situation to the Department for any instruction in the 

premises which may be deemed proper . 

This office is not aware of necessity for any 

action at this time by the Inspector, and respectfully rec­

ommends that he be advised that his report is approved. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servant, 

A. C. TONNER , 

Acting Commissioner. 

WCV 

2 inclosures. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No.4173.Received.Jun.5,1902.0ffice of u.s . 
Indian Inspector for Indian Territory.Washington , May , 28,1902 . 
Secretary----Approves report relative toestablishing new townsites 
along Ft . Smith & Western and Ozark and Cherokee Central Ry . in 
Creek Nation. 
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S.APULPA 

Departmen t of Just ice . 

S tates Court in the Indian Terri tory , 

,estern District . 

R • P • HARRI 3 l , C le rk • 

Kenday i n Octob er , l902 . 

358~ 

TEREo of Court . 

T ~ . OKA 
First IIonday in 
J ov ember , 19 0 2 • 

AT AGO ER : 
'"' econd I1onda y in 
Novembe r , 1902 . 

AT CKJ.:uLGEE : 
Second ,_ond ay in 
Dece mber , l902 . 

Mus k ogee, I nd . Te r., August 12 , 1902 . 

Hon .J .Geo . lright , 

U.S.Indian Inspector , Ind . Ter ., 

Sir:-

Replying to you r letter of inqu ir y of August J.2'th , I ill 

say that t he records in my offic e show tha t on June 3rd , l902 , 

Judge Joseph . Gill of tre ~orthcm District of t he I ndi a n Terri ­

tory , upon petition of the t . Louis & San Francisco Railroad 

Company , made an order appointiP~ refere es far condemnation 

pro ceedings of that part of the tovm of uapulpa known as block 

3 , Block 4 , Bloc k 1 20 , Block 212 , and also Block 28 , together 

W1 th a strip of land 100 feet wide on and along t he we st side 

t~reof . 

Thereafter on the ZD th day of June , 1902 , the r eport of 

sa i d referees was filed in this of fice , showing t..~at their 

award of damages to the Cr eek ation for taking sa id pr operty 

by said Railrood co ., to be the sum of .,> ? 52 . ?0 , which annunt 

has been paid into t h is office , and is he re subject to the 

order of the Court as to its proper dispositi on , up on the 

h383 
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application of t he proper representative of the Creek Nati on . 

Very respectfull y , 

R . P . Harri son , clerk . 

By A. Z. •nglish , deputy . 

(Endorsed ) Union Agency No . 24383 Re ce i ved Aug .l3 ,1902 ffice of 
U.S .Indi an I nspe c tor for Indian Terri t ory . Muskogee , I . T . Aug . l2 , 
l902.R. P . Harri son , Clerk ,U. S . Court .----States referees .ere ap ­
point ed t o appraise land deeided by s t.L . &. s . F . R •• co ., at 
Sap ulpa , and amount found to be due Creek Nati on is no on 
deposit a ~ai ting proper d i sposition.----

56 



~ss. Lewis & Snide r , ttys , 

Oklaho a Cit y , I . T. 

Gentlemen: 

35853-A 
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.illskogee , I . T . ~ep t . 23 , 19 0 2 

I am in r e ceipt of yours of the 20th i nst . in hich you a s k 

severa l ques tions relat ive to the manner of procuring t he ri ght 

of ay for Arl\:ansas Valley and 1estern ailroad . or ccurate 

informat ion regarding the matters and things refer r e d to in your 

letter , I wuld advise you to examine the la of eb . 28 , 1902 

which is no in print . It is ublic ocument. I o . 26 , An ct 

granting the right of ay thro ugh Oklaho a erri tory and I nd i an 

Terri tory to the .tmi<i &. Anadarko ailroad Company , and other 

purposes . " 

This wi 11 give you full inf orm.a t i on a s to t e mode of pro-

oedure that your co pany ill !1aVe t o folloi in securi ng and paying 

for a rieh t of .Jay . 

esp ectfully , 

• orter , 

rin.Chief . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency pr ess book , gener 1 lette rs , by ri nc ipal 
Chief.Letter 291 . uskogee , Oklahoma . 



Miss Elizabeth Yargee, 

Bed Fork, I.T. 

Dear Miss Yargee: 

35853-B S 

Muskogee,I.T., Sep.29,1902. 

Yours of September 16th has been received in which you state 

that the Arkansas & Southwestern Railway Company has surveyed 

its right of way through your allotmn t nf 160 acres, the est 

Half of the South East uarter of Section Nine (9), in Township 

Nineteen {19) North and Range Twelve (12) East, and t.be South 

East Q,uarter of the South West ages resul ti:ng from the building 

of said railroad Ten Dollars per acre, and that said railroad will 

take from your above desert bed all.otment six acres. You state 

that tlle compensation is inadequate and that you wish that I 

adVise you as to mat steps to take to secure the payment to you 

ot the f'U.ll drumge for injury to your allotment. 

AB it appears that you are under age, you would not be. 

au-thorized nor could they make any settlanent with you whatever 

for the damage, and I would advise you, if you have not a guardian , 

to petition the Court to appoint a guardian to represent you in 

arranging With the railroad. company an equitable agreement for the 

damage resulting to you allotment by reason of the railroad traver­

sing it in its construction. · 

Under the law authari zing the eons truction of rail.l'oe.ds, in 

t.be event your guardian would be unable to agree as to wh t ' t he 

proper damage would be .be will have the right to have referie&l . 
--P.Porter press book.ltro299.--
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appointed to agree on t~ danage, and should either party disagree 

nth the finding at the re~eree, said party should have the ri ght 

to appeal to. the Courts md .ha. ve the dan age assessed by the Court, 

which decision would be final. 

Perhaps I had better adVise you that you being under age, 

are not legally competent to receive any compensation whatever 

trom the railroad as damage to your allotment. 

Respectfully, 

P.Porter, 

Prin.Chie :f . 

(Endorsed) Union Agency Press book, general letters by Principal 
Ch1et. Le'tter 299 .Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



December 30,1902. 
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CHOCTAW, OKL.AHOMA & WESTERN RAILROAD CO:MPA}.J"Y . 

RECEIPT OF THI5 GOVERNOR CF THE CREEK NATION FOR SECTIONAL MAP No . 2 • . 

I hereby acknowledge receipt this 30th day of December, 

1902, ot Section Map o 2 of tbe Choctaw, Oklahoma & ffistern Rail­

road Company, covering its line of definite location in the In­

dian Territory, Miles· 25 to Mile 50, beginning at a point in the 

s.w. 1/4 of Sec. 32, T. 9 N., R. 17 E., 431.4 feet distant N. 

19°01' w. of the quarter corner on the south line of said Sec . 

32; and ends at a point in the s. f . 1/4 or Sec . 36 , T. 12 N., 

R. 15 E., '112 feet distant s . 46°15' E . of the quarter corner on 

the west line of said seoti on 36, a distance of 25 miles; which 

ma:p is filed in my office under the pr-ovisions of the Act of 

Congress approved February 28th, 1902, entitled ".An Act to 

Grant the Right of Way through the Oklahoma & Indian Terri tory to 

the Enid & Anadarko Railroad Company and for Other Purposes ." 

P.Porter. 
Governor of the Creek Nation. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chtet. :t.etter 364. Muskogee.Oklahoma. 
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ru"uskogee, I. T • .Jan. 9,1903 

Messrs. Lewis & Snyder, 

Oklahoma City, Okla. 

Gentlemen:-

Yours of the 7th inst. is received and in reply to your 

inquiry Will state that I am not aware of any rule or law govern­

ing the matter as to t~ payment f'or l .ands condemned for railroad 

purposes through the Creek Nation. hen the fee was to the Na-

tion, it was proper that the appraised value by condemnation for 

right of "fay of railroads should be paid to the Nation , but 

since the lands have been alloted and the allotments confirmed by 

Treaty, as you will observe by ref"erence to t~ tre.aty of May 

25,1901, the Nation would. have no right to money belonging to the 

individual allottee, and I have taken too Vie w that the equitable 

manner of meeting the situation would be to follo the rules 

la:ld down in tbe act of Congress entitled, nAn Act granting the 

right of way through Oklahoma and Indian Tern tory to the Enid 

&. Anadarko Railroad Co. and for other purposes." I mention 

Sec . 15, which provides that compensation should be made to the 

individual owner, occupant or allottee of said land and the tribe 

or nation in which the sane is located. .herever the right of way 

traverses lands already allotted, payment for the right of ay 

should be made to the allot tee. In case no agreement can be 

made, it should be done by arbitration, and in case either side 

is dissatisfied, then to be settled by the court. 

--P.Porter press book.ltr.385.--

RespectfUlly, 

P.Porter, 

Prin.Chief. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency press book, general letters by Principal 
Chief. Letter 385. Muskogee , Oklahoma. 
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uskogee,I.T., Jan . 23~1904 

Hon . J.George right, 

U.S.Indian Inspector, 1uskogee,I.T. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your comm~ication 

of November 17,1903, enclosing a letter from the United States 

Indian Agent addressed to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs dated 

November 14,1903, forwarding a notice addressed to him by t he 

Attorneys of the Missouri, Kansas & Texas Railroad , in the DE. tter 

of the claim of said railroad c anpany to every alternate section 

or land al.ong its line of railway through too Indian Terri tory for 

a distance of tan miles on each side of the said line, and protest­

ing against the sal.e or leasing of any such lmld, and asking for 

an expression of my views in regard to · the matter. 

It is hardly necessary for me to enter into a discussion of 

the DB tter as to whether said railroad company has any claim or 

not to lends along its line or railway through the Indian Terri tory 

other than its right ot way o I can only say that so far as the 

Creek Nation is concerned there can be no foundation for a legal 

claim by any railroad corporation to lmds omed by it and patented 

to it by the Govemment ot the United States, which is the oo ndi­

tion at all the lams in the Indian Terri tory belonging ta the 

Creek people. The Creek Nation has never granted nor conveyed 

any portion ot its lend to the Government of the United States , the 

state o~ Kansas , or to any railroad corporation for the purpose of 

--P.Parter press book.ltr.456.--
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aiding 1n the constiUction or railroads; and in the distribution 

ot its land to its citizens, it is doing so by agreement with the 

Government of the United States . 

I trust the Gove~ent will maintain its pledged faith in 

holding sacred the patents by hich we own our 'lands . 

Respectfully , 

P . Por ter, 

Prin. Chief' . 

(Endorsed) Union .Agency press book, general letters by Princi. pal 
Chief. Letter 456. Muskogee,Oklahoma. 
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Jan. 31 , 189+ ·-· .. 29984-A 
r, r:: 

51st Congress,) 
2d Session. ) 

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES )Ex. Doc . 
)No.238. 

FUIFILLim TREATIES I TH THE CREEKS. 

LETTER 

from 

THE ACTIID SECRETARY OF THE TREASUEY. 

transmit ting 

Copy of a communication from the Secretary of the Interior 
submitting an estimate at an appropriation for "fulfilling 
treat.ies with the Creeks." 

February 7, 1891.-Referred to tbe Committee on 
appropriations . 

TREASURY DEPARTMENT , 
February 6, 1891. 

SIR: I have the honor to transmit herewith, for the considera-

tion of Cong~ess, a communication from the Secretary of the Inter­

ior, or the 4th instant, submitting an estimate of appropriation 

in the sum of $7,.095 far "fulfilling treaties w1 th the Creeks ," 

under article 12 of treaty with the Creek Nation of April 4, 1832 . 

(7 Stat.,p.367). 
A.B.NETTLET ON, 

Acting Secretary. 

THE SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF IiEPRESENTATIVES. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER! OR , 
OFFICE OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

asbington ,January 31,1891. 

SIR: I have the honor to inclose herewith, in duplicate, copies 

of communications from Leo~ E. Bennett, Indian agent of the Union 

(5) 



f) 

-2-

Agency, Ind.T., dated the 8th and 23d ultimo, in which be sub­

mits lists of' Creek families aggregating 129 souls, whom he states 

are duly recognized citizens of' the Creek Nation, and have lately 

and within the past 2 years {or thereabouts) removed from their 

former homes in Alabama to the Creek Nation. He states that 

they assert that each and every one of' those whose names are 

appended are justly entitled to the sum of' 55 as compensation 

for expense of' transportation and subsistence, such compensation 

being due from the United States Government under the provision 

of the twelfth article of the treaty with the Creek Nation pro­

claimed April 4, 1832 {7 Stats .367), which reads as follows: 

ART.l2 The United States are desirous t hat the Creeks sho ld 

remove to the country west of' the Mi ssissippi, and join their 

count~en there, and for this purpose it is agreed that as fast 

as the Creeks are prepared to emigrate, they shall be removed 

at the expense of the United States and shall receive subsistence 

while upon the journey, and for one year after their arrival at 

their new home; Provided, however, That this article shall 

not be construed so as to compel any Creek Indians to emigrate, 

but they shall be friae to go or stay, as they please . 

In 1848, the then Commissioner of' Indian Affairs fixed the 

aggregate price or grade of the compensation provided by said 

article 12 of the treaty at $55 per capita for those who removed 

at their own expense and provided their own subsistence. 

This provision of' the treaty has never been repealed and is 

in force today, and should be observed by an appropriation of the 

sua required to meet said claims, aggregating the sum of' 7,095. 



f)7 

-3-

I inclose herewith an estimate of appropriation under the title 

ot 'Tulfilling· treaties with Creeks," for the sum of $ 7,095, 

with the request that the same be forwarded to the honorable Secre­

tary of the Treasury for transmittal to Congress. 

Very respectfully, 

T .J . MORGAN , 

C ommis s ione r • 

THE SECRETARY OF THE INrERI OR. 

(Indorsement). 

DEP A.RTA!lENT OF THE INI'ERIOR 
February 4, 1891. 

Respectfully forward to t~ honorable Secretary of the Treasury, 

Wi. th t~ recommendation that the within item be incorporated 

in t~ bill making appropriations for too Indian service for the 

fiscal year 1892. 

GEO • CHANDLER , 
First Assistant Secretary. 

Proposed item to be incorporated in the bill maki ng appropria­

tions for the Indian service for the year ending June 30 ,1892. 

This amount to be paid per capita to 129 citizens of the 

Creek Nation of Indians, under the direction of the Secretary of 
' the Interior, who have removed themselves from the State of 

Alabama to the Creek Nation in the Indian Territory, and subsisted 

themselves for 1 year, in eceordance with the twelfth article of 

the treaty With the Creek Nation, proclaimed April 4,1832---$7,095. 
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE, 
Union Agency, 

MUscogee, Ind.T., 
December s, 1890. 

SIR: The heads of families of the appended list of names have 

appeared in person, or by letter, before me and make the following 

claim; 

That they are duly recognized citizens of the Creek Natio~, 

en.d have lately and Within the past 2 years (or thereabouts 

removed from their former homes in Alabama to the Creek Nation. 

They assert that each ani every one of those whose names are 

apprended are justly entitled to the sum of $55 as compensation 

for expense of transportation and subsistence, such compensation 

being due from the United States Government. They c i te me to 

wtbe public Statutes at Large of the United States of America 

from the organization of the Government in 1789 to March 3,1845~ 

page 367, being the 12th article of the treaty af March 24,1832, 

which provides: 

"ARTICLE Xll. The United States are desirous that the Creeks 

should remove to the country west of tbe Mississippi, and join 

their countrymen there; and for this purpose it is agreed that 

as fast as the Creeks are prepared to emigrate they shall be 

removed at the expense of the United States , and shall receive 

subsistence while upon the journey, and for one year after their 

arrival in their new homes; Provided, however, That this article 

shall not be construed so as to compel any Creek Indian to 

emigrate, but they shall be tree to go or stay, as they please." 

They assert tbat in 1848 Commissioner Madill placed the 
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aggregate price or grade of tbe compensation provided by said 

twelfth article of the treaty of 1832 at $55 per capita upon 

those who removed at t~ ir own expense and provided their own 

subsistence. 

These persons all aver that t~y have so removed at their 

own expense and have provided their own subsistence; tha t 

therefore they are each entitled to and should receive the sum 

of $55 per capita, and which amount they severally and jointly 

demand to be paid them. 

They respectfully request that the Department will take such 

action as Will place before Congress a proper estimate for the 

payment of their claim. 

The following are the nanes: 

Mrs. Milly Dubois. 

Barney Dubois. 

E. G. Dubois. 

Patience De Priest. 

Harriet Hosey. 

John H. Hosey. 

w. T. Hosey. 

Lee Hosey. 

John H. De Priest. 

Thompson A. De Priest. 

James w. De Priest. 

John F. De Priest. 

Thomas J. De Priest. 

Pearl De Priest. 

Jethro De Priest. 

5. 

Thomas Escoe . 

Mary Escoe . 

Maud Escoe . 

Ethel Escoe • 

Charla y J. Escoe. 

Cornelia Escoe . 

Zelmore Escoe . 

James Escoe. 

Thomas Escoe. 

Eugene Escoe. 

Bessie Escoe. 

Isaiah Escoe • 

Lettie Evans. 

Wiley Evans. 

Thomas Evans. 

Lynn Sydney Freeman. 

Estelle Elizabeth 
Freeman. 

J. H. Johnson. 

Geo. Johnson. 

Caty Johnson. 

Savanah Evans . 

Clarence Evans. 

James Johnson. 

Mary Lucy Johnson. 

Eugene Johnson. 

Lucy Johnson. 

Jennie Marston. 

Ward Marston. 

Thommie Marston. 

Emma S 1mmons. 



Patience De Priest. 

Eunice De Priest. 

Melvina Williams. 

Alexander Williams. 

Emma Williams. 

Naomi Williams. 

Thomas J. Escoe. 

Mary M. Escoe. 

Lily Escoe. 

John Escoe. 

Viana Escoe. 

Alice v. Smith. 

Gracie E. Smith. 

R. R. Dubois. 

Wiley L. Escoe. 

Josephine Escoe. 

Edward Escoe. 

Walter Escoe. 

Charley Escoe. 

John Escoe. 
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James Evans. Ella Simmons. 

Richard Evans. Viola Simmons. 

Charla y Evans • Mary Sampson. 

Dora Evans. Ophelia Sampson. 

Alex.Eva.ns. G. w. Turvin. 

Laura Evsns. Mary B. Turvin. 

Florence Evans. Annie Co Turvin. 

Mary Evans. George ~. Thomas, 

Minnie Evans. John W. Thomas. 

Robert Evans. Mary E. Thomas. 

Alex.Evans. Roxanna Vanderslice. 

Mrs.Josephine E. Isaac Vanderslice. 
Freeman. 
Joseph Leroy . 
Freeman. Patience Vanderslice. 

Lloyd c. Freemen. Goosie Johnson. 

Emma Josephine 
Freeman. Nelly Johnson 

Levitia Mamie 
Freeman. Jusdon Johnson. 

Ella menche 
Fre~an. Roscoe F.Vanderslice. 

Burdette Howell 
Freeman. Cary Johnson• 

Theodore o. 
Freeman. 

Carlyle Dewitt 
Freeman. 

Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 

Leo E. Bennett, 
United States Indian Agent. 

'rEI COMMISSIONER OF :I;NDIAN AFFAIRS, 
Washington D.c. 
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UNITED STATES INDIAN SERVICE , 
UNION AGE~, 

MUskogee, Ind.T., 
December 23 11890. 

SIR; Referring to agency letter of December 8 1 1890, transmitting 

list o~ names ot Creek citizens claiming compensation in the 

sum ot $55 each for expenses of transportation and subsistence 

incurred in their removal from their former homes in Alabama to 

the Creek Nation, I have the honor to submit the following list 

ot other Creek citizens who claim they are 8llti tled to compensation 

for the amount expended in their transportation and subsistence 

in removing from Alabama to the Creek Nation, as set forth in 

said latter December 8,1890. 

Johnson Hodge. 

Effie Hodge. 

Betsy Hodge. 

Laura Hodge. 

Nettie Hodge. 

Maggie Hodge. 

Lila Hodge. 

Marshall Hodge. 

Delia Morton. 

T. • Morton . 

P. K. Morton. 

o. A. Morton. 

Mos si e Morton. 

Horace Hodge. 

Lula Hodge. 

Johnson Hodge. 

Lela Hodge. 

Vergeni a Hodge. 

Green Hodge . 

Mary Hodge . 

Green Hodge. 

Walter Morton . 

Lelora Morton. 

William Morton. 

Ellis Morton . 

Clarence Morton . 

I have the honor to be , very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, 

LEO. 11. BENNETT, 
Untt d States Indian Agent. 

The Commissioner ot Indian Aftairs, 
Washington,n.c. 
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(Endorsed) Union Agency No.5 Relative----Letter of Secretary of 
Interior submitting to congress an estimate of appropriation 
tar fulfilling .treaties with the Creeks. Jan.31,1891----

' 
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Tulsa, Ind. Ter., June 10, 1895. 

The Hon. U. S. Commission: 

Your letter bas just been read. In answer to 

same I will state that I submitted all your other letter s 

to the Extra Sessi on of Council for their action. 

At present I am unable to ascertain what action 

was taken by the Council touching your proposition. You 

will be informed at a later date the action taken by the 

Council. 

Yours truly. 

{Signed ) L. c. Perryman, 

Chief • N. 

Letter-book copy typewritten copy L. s. 

(Copied by BEW, Karch 31, 1934.) 
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Muscogee, Ind. Ter., March 27, 189?. 

F~norable Pleasant Porter, 

Chai rman, Creek Commission, 

Muscogee, Ind. Tery. 

Sir: 

That Choctaw and Chickasaw Commissioners have noti-

fied the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes that they 

would be ready to meet it iri joint conference April 1st, 

next, at Atoka, Indian Territory. This Commision cannot, of 

course, say how long it will be kept there. As soon as 

matters are closed with those Commissions it is our intention 

to meet the Cherokee Commission, as agreed upon i n Muscogee 

December 17, 189~. after which time it will be our pleasure 

to meet your Commission at some convenient point to be are 

ranged hereaft r. 

Very res· ectfully, 

(' . d) ,u1ene ]rank c . Armstrong 

Acting Chairman. 

Letter-book copy L . s . 

(Copied by BEW, March 28, 1934.) 



Ft. Gibso n , Indian Terri t ory, Jun e 15, 189(1 . 

Hon. P. Porter, 

Sir:-

Chairman Creek Commi ssi on, 

Muskoge e , Ind. Ter. 

This Commi ss ion will be ready to me e t the Creek 

Commis~ioners at Mu skogee on the 22nd instant, o the u r ­

oEe of negotiating for the allotment of your l ands, di s ­

positi on of t own- sit e s and abmlishing tribal government. 

flease adv:i ae us if your Comrni ssion can 1neet us 

a t place an·_ time ~ ove me. ti ned . 

_ y Respect f ul l y, 

Let ter -book copy L. S . 

( Si gned ) F . C. smstro ng 

Ac ting Chairman. 

(Copied by BE V, Ma~ch 28, 1 934 . 



(On the 22nd and 25th June, 1897, the two Commiss ions met 

at Muskogee, Indian Territory, and , at the suggestion of 

the Creek Commission, it was determined to postpone furth er 

conference until September 15, 1897). 

Copied by BEW, March 28, 1934. 
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Fort Gib s on, Indian Territory, June 26, 189~ 

:onorable Isparbecher, 

Sir: -

Principal Chief Creek Nation, 

Okmulgee, Indian Territory. 

··1e have the honor to request that you furnish to 

the Commdssion to the Fi~e Civilized Tribes, on or before 

August 2nd, 189?, a list of the names of all persons found 

upon any of the rolls of ci t izenship of your nati on, ma de 

since the date of your last authenticated roll of date prior 

to june 10, 1896, to whose enrollment as citizens of the 

Creek Nation you may desire to make objection, giving date 

of roll on which suc h names are fou d , t _ei r o t off i ce 

ed r s s, a .d your grounds of objection, ?ith evidence in 

support of same, an t hat ' ou s .r e UlJOn su :1 er son s :p i e s 

of your objection and evidence, and furnish the Commissi on 

with evidence of sue service . 

By order of the Commission, 

(Signed) Frank C. matrons 

Acting Chairman. 

L~tter-book copy L. s . 

(Copied by BEW, karch 28, 1934.) 
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Fort Gibson, Indian Territory, June 28, 
1897. 

llonorable Isparhec her, 

Principal Chief Ure ~ N tion J 

Ckrroulgee, Indian Terri tor y . 

Sir:-

~e have t he honor to r equ es t that yo~ fu rnish t o 

the Commis s i on t o t_e Five Civilized Tribes t h e last 

authent i ca t ed r ol l of c iti ~ -n~ l:ti ... of _ nation, rrade prior 

to June 10, 1896, and all other rolls made subsequent thereto; 

and copies of al l ac t of our na t ional o n il pa ~ ~ ed , a nd 

of al l judgments of duly aut hor i zed courts render ed sinc e 

the date of such authentica t ed r oll admi tting p rson o 

Creek Citizenship, a nd such other records and do cu en ts a 

you may de e i m ortant , or i n an mann er b el fu l to the 

Commissi on in making rolls under acts of Congres s da t ed 

June 10, 1896, and June 7, 18 97. 

( b ic;n Frank C. .rmstrong 

.cting Chairma n . 

Letter-book copy L. • 

(Copied by BEN, arc h 28 , 1931 . 



·~9 6. 

(Bo replies have ever been rec eived t o the foregoing 

communications of June 28, 189?.) 

5 8 

{Pursuant to adjournment June 22, 1897, t he Creek and Uni ted 

States Commissions met at Muskogee, Indian 1erritory, ~ep ­

tember 15, 189?, and, a f ter two weeks' conferen ce, t he 

following agreemen t wa s made: ) 



?. 

Muskogee, Indian ferritory, ~ept. 27th, 1897. 

To the Honorable United States Commission 

to the Five Civilized Tribes, 

Gentlemen: 

It is t ' Je desire of the members of the Ureek 

Commission that your Commission or some of its members 

should visit the Creek National Council at its next regular 

annual session which convenes on the 5th day of October, 

1897. 

The consideration and ratification of the agreement 

of todays date would be greatly facilitated by your presence 

at the Council, therefore it is earnestly requ ested that you 
• 

honor our people and Council by a compliance with this our 

request . 

L. S. 

L. S . 

Ver · Respectfully, 

{Signed) P. Porter 

Chairman, Creek Commission. 

• A. Sapulpa 

G. A. Alexander 

Joe. Mingo 

D. :M . Hodge 

Concharty Micco 

Roland Brown. 

(Copied by BEW, Karch 28 , 1934. 
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(Foregoing endorsed on back as follows: uscogee, I . T . 

Sep. 27- 97 Creek Commission requests Dawes Commission's 

presence at Creek Council ~eeting on Oct. 5," 9? to facili­

tate consideration and ratification of Creek Treaty.) 



Fort Gibson, I. T., Sept. 30, le9?. 

Eon. Isparhecher, 

Dear Sir:-

Principal Chief, Muscogee Nation, 

Okmulgee, Indian Territory. 

We have the honor to iriform you that members 

8. 

of this Commission will begin October 11, 1897, to take a 

census, preparatory to making final rolls of the citizens 

of the Muskogee Nation, and will endeavor to complete said 

work by October 27th. 

We would respectful ly request that you cause to 

be furnished to us, complete rolls of citizenship, made by 

authority of your government and that competent persons 

9 

having knowledge of your people, be appointed to aid us in said 

work. We shall have two parties, one to take Coweta and 

Muskogee Districts, and one to take ufaula, Wewoka , Deep 

Fork and Okmulgee Districts, ~nd we shall be glad to 

have you appoint someone to aid each of our parties. 

~ith sentiments of regard, I am, 

Respectfully, 

Tams Bixby 

Acting 6hairman. 

Letter-book copy. 

(O'opied by BEW, March 28, 1934.) 

01 
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(Agreeably to the invitation of ~eptember 27th, 1897, members 

of the United States Commissi on, on various occasions duri ng 

the session of the National Council of the Creek ation, 

visited Okmulgee. On several of these visits the Principal 

Chief of the nation was requested to either furn i sh the 

United States Commission with copies of t he rolls of 

the nation or permit copies thereof to be made under its 

direction, both of which requests were denied). 
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10. 

Musco gee, I. '1'., Sept. 24, 189?. 

The Honorable, 

The Comrai ss ion of the uskogee Nation. 

Gentlemen:-

We have the honor to herewith transmit for your 

consideration, a letter (1) addressed to this Comndsaion by 

the Hon John F. Brown, rincipal Chief of the eminole ation, 

requesting that we place before you the proposition of the 

Seminoles, that the United States Govermaent purchase of the 

Creek Nation, two hundred thousand acres of land immediately 

adjoining the boundary of the eminole reservation, and lying 

between the ~outh Canadian and the North Fork of t he Canadian, 

exclusive of any and all allotments and claims already made 

thereto by recognized citizens of the Creek Nation; the said 

tract to be described by a line running North and South from 

and to - the points named, and~ sufficient to embrace t he t wo 

hundred thousand acres, and those of the Creeks aforesaid. 

The said two hundred thousand acres thus set aside to be pur-

chased by the United States at one dollar and twenty-five 

cents (~1.25) an acre, in trust for the Seminoles, to be 

patented to them by the United States upon the amount of one 

dollar and twenty-five cents l 1.25) an acre being reimbursed 

to it by the Seminole Nation; the territory embracing said 

lands to remain within the jurisdiction of the Creek Nation, 

as if the inhabitants thereof were citizens of said nation. 
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604 

It is well known to you and to your people that the 

Seminole reservation i s insufficient for allotments for the 

use of tbe Seminole people, upon which they, as cit i zens, 

holding in severalty, may reasonably and adequately maintain 

their families. 

e think that from t he large amount of land owned 

by your people, such sale may be made to the Seminoles, 
in 

without/any manner reducing the allotments of lands or the 

value thereof, contemplated by your people and consequently 

without any injury whatever to the citizens of the Creek 

Nati on. We trust that your intimate relations and a s soci-

ations with the Seminoles will induce you to give favorable 

consideration to their wishes. We desire to say that compl i-

ance with the request of the Seminole People will be most 

gratifying and pleasing to the United States Government, 

which we have the honor to represent. 

Respectfully, 

Tams Bixby, Acting Chairman, 

Frank c. Armstrong, 

A. B. Montgomery, 

A. S . McKennon . 

(1) See correspondence with Seminoles . 

Letter-book copy L. S. 

(Copied by BE¥, March 28, 1934.) 



H6 
12 • 6 0 5 

(During the latter part of September, the following 

Census Notice was sent broadcast throughout the Creek Nation:) 

C E N S U S N 0 T I C E. ------ ------
--~------~--~--~-----~--

Members of the Dawes Commission will meet the citi-

zena of the Creek Nation, for the purpose of taki ng a census, 

preparatory to making final rolls of Creek citizenship, at 

the following times and places, viz: 

October 11 to 16, inclusive, at Coweta ission, 

FOR CO~~TA DISTRICT. 

All citizens of Coweta, Brok~n Arrow, Cheyahah, 

Locherpaka, Arkansas (colored), and Big ~prings, should 

appear before the Dawes commission on said dates at Coweta 

llission. 

October 18 to 27,_ inclusive at Wellington , 

FOR MUSCOGEE DISTRICT. 

~1 citizens of Cuseta, Concharty, Hicheta , Tulsa-

canada, Osochee, North Fork (colored), and Canadian should 

appear before the Dawes commission on said dates at · 7elling-

ton. 
-~--- .. --------

October 11 to 13 inclusive at Okmulgee, 

FOR OKMULGEE DISTRICT. 



8 ~. 

ft~l citizens of Euchee, ~uskogee and Atussee 

should appear before t e Dawes commission on said dates at 

Okmulgee. 

------~--

October 14 to 16, inclusive, at Okmul gee, 

FOR DEEP FORK DISTRICT. 

All citizens of New Yaka, Arbekoche, kfuska-Deep 

Fork, ickory Ground, Greenleaf, Arbeka, ufaula- eep ~ ork, 

Fish Pond, Tu1watchlocko and Th1obthl ocko should appear 

before the Dawes commission on said dates at Okmulgee. 

~ - -------- .. 

October 18 to 20, inclusive, at Holdenvil l e, 

FOR WEWOKA DI STRICT. 

All citizens of Tuckabatchee, TulsaTLittle iver, 

Wewoka, Alabama and Boloxa-~uasada No. 2, should appear 

before tbe Dawes commission on said dates at rloldenvi l e. 

60 6 

All citizens of econ-Te.llahassee, kf uska, ,uasada:, 

Eufaula, Hilluppee-Kitcho, Arbeka-Nortb ~ ork, Oocokufkee, 

Talledaga, Hilluppee-Hutchethe&e• Ta~~ahassee, Okchayee, 

Wakohayee, Talmaobeesee, Kiligee, Cliwalee and tchetheepa 

should appear before the Dawes commission on said dates at 

Eufaula. 
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All persons entitled to enrollment must be present, 

and heads of families must be prepared to give in names 

of all their minor children. 

Contests as to right of enrollment will be heard 

at Okmulgee from November 15th to 25th, inclusive. 

Copy Printed Document . 

Tams Bixby, Acting chairman 

Frank c. Armstrong, 

Archibald S. McKennon, 

Alexander B. ontgomery, 

Commissioners. 

(Copied by BEW, March 29, 1934.) 
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Ft. Gibson, I. T., October 2, 189?. 

Hon. Pleasant Porter, 

Dear Sir:-

Chairman Creek Commission, 

Mus cogee, I. T. 

We find that in order to do full justice to your 

people, it is necessary that we take a census of Creek 

citizenship and in order to do so, we aball have to visit the 

different localities throughout the Creek Country, and we 

think it important that this work should be corrunenced as 

early as possible, and have therefore arranged to begin 

on October 11th ( onday). 

This will require the time and attention of at 

least two members of the Commission, and we therefore suggest 

that if you can possibly arrange for this commission to 

appear and render such aid to you at your Council as you 

may desire, during the latter part of next week , it will 

enable the members of the Commission to be then present. 

We think that one of the assistants which may 

be selected by the Chief to accompany and aid us in the 

work of taking a census should be an efficient interpreter, 



and we will be obliged if you will bear this in mind and 

endeavor to have such persons s elected. 

Very tru l y your ~ , 

(Signed ) Tams Bixby 

Acting bairman. 

(Under same date copy of a bove letter was a ddressed to 

w. A. Sapulpa, at Sapulpa, I. T.) 

Letter-book copy L. s. 

(Copied by BEW, March 29 , 1934.) 
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Bon. G. A. Alexander, 

President House of Kings, 

lion Wm. A. Sapulpa, 

Speaker, House of Warriors, 

Mu scogee, Nati on. 

Sirs: 

The Act of Congress of June 10, 1896, imposed 

upon the Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes the dn1g 

of making rolls of citizenship of the several tribes in 

Indian Territory, and on coming to the Territory to resume 

its labors, the Commission in July, 1896, made formal re­

quest of the Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nation for 

copies of rolls of said nation, and in July, 189?, 

the Commission, by letter addressed to the Principal Chief 

( 

renewed the request for euch rolls; but no response to either 

of said communications has ever been received by the Com-

mission. 

On the 7tb instant the Acting Chairman of t he 

Commission in person applied to the rincipa l Chief, Hon. 

Ieparhecher, for copies of the Creek rolla, calling his 

attention to the fact that the Commission would on October 

11th, begin the work of taking a census of Creek citizens, 

preparatory to making rolls as required by said Act o~ 

Congress, and of the necessity of its having such co ies; 

and again, on the morning of October 11th, such application 

to the Principal Chief was renewed and we are informed that 



the Honorable Isparbecher, in both instances addressed 

communications to the ~ational Council, giving information 

of such requests by this Commission, and of the necessity 

of immediate action by the Council, authorizing the Chief 

to furnish copies of rolls as reques ted, but we are also 

informed, that no attention has be en given to the matter 

by the Council. 

We now have the honor to represent to your 

rlonorable Bodies that members of the Commissi on, with com-

petent clerical assistance have been, since t he morning 

of October 11th, engaged in the work of taking a census 

of Creek citizens at Coweta Missi on in Coweta D~strict and 

at Okmulgee in Gknrulgee District, and that it is of tb e 

greatest importance that they have the use of such rolls 

without delay, in said work, as also, assistance of citizens 

of your nation who have knowledge of your people, as here­

tofore requested by the Commission, of your ~rincipal Chief, 

and that the same be au~horis ~d by the f ational Council. 

~itb very high regards, we are, 

Respectfully, 

(Signed) Tams Bixby, 

A. s. McKennon, 

Commissioners. 

Copy Letter-book copy L. s. 

lCopied by ~EW, March 29, 1934.) 
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Muscogee, Indian Territory, October 27, 189?. 

'!'he Honorable, 

The Secretary of the Interior. 

Sir: 

I have the honor to report herewith, for your 

infor.mation, full text of the Messages of onorable Isparhecher, 

Principal Chief, Muscogee (or Creek) Nation, dated Uctober 

6th, 8th and 22nd, to the -ational Council of said ati on , 

relating, principally to the dissolution of tribal affairs; 

together with copies of the report of the Commission on 

the part of the Muskogee ( or Creek) Nation, dated October 

5t}?., 1897, transmitting a·greement between the United ta tes 

Commission to the Five Civilized Tribes and the Creek Com­

mission; and copy of the reeolution of the National Council 

of the Muscogee or Creek Nation, rejecting said agreement, 

and providing for another Commissi on to prepare and submit 

to the United States Commissi on, propositions "which shaLL 

fully provide for and protect all the needs and interests 

of said :Muscogee Nation. '' 



{C o p y) 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

MUSCOGEE NATION, 

Okmulgee, Oct. 6th, 1897. 

To the National Council of the ~ekogee Nation: 

Gentlemen: 

20. 

It is with pleasure that I welcome you upon your 

reassembling in annual session of Counc i l, because I believe 

the great Ruler of the universe has so ordered it. To Hi m, 

I desire to express my grateful thanks in behalf of the 

Muscogee Nation and p eople for that care and protection, He 

bas extended over us al l during the past year. We have had 

no special ecourge or pestilence to affect us, and peace 

has prevailed within our borders. 1he returns of the labor 

of our farmers have been fairly good in portions of our 

Nation, which, if fairly husbanded, wi l l, in those portions 

of the Nation, afford adequate subsistence until another 

harvest. In consequence, however, oi" excessive rain in the 

early spring and the extended drouth following la t er in the 

season it is feared that many of our citizens in the Western 

portions of our Nation will suffer for want of bread stuff. 

It is said that the yield of corn has been very scant. I 

regret to state that there have been vexatious delays in the 

enforcement of some important enactments of our body; among 

these I would mention the pasture laws, the cattle law, the 

613 
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lease law and the timber law. The delay has been caused 

principally by restraining orders from our u. s. Indian 

Agent and the U. s. Court at uscogee. lo t onl y have in­

junctions been served upon our officers, but some of them 

have been arrested and forced to appear before said Court 

for trial, where t he causes are now pending. These pro ­

ceedings have resulted in perpetua~ing the exi s tence of 

unlawful pastures, the protection of unlawful leases, and 

the unlawful grazing of foreign cattle in our nation. 

Complaint was made last April by your delega tes, 

G. W. Grayson and myself, to the Interior Department 

against the unlawful introduction of foreign cattle and the 

intruder element, with an earnest appeal for their removal 

from our Nation, and the matter was referred to t he U. s . 

Indian Agent for investigation, who subsequently cal l ed on 

this office for certain information. In response th.e district 

officers were at on~ e instructed to enumerate the f ·oreign 

cattle and procure the name of all intruders, and report 

the same to me, which was done. These repo ts have long 

since been placed in the bands of the u. S . Indian Agent. 
within 

Thus has rested the matter until/the last fev.' days, I 

received a communication from the Han. Secretary of the 

Interior, dated s,ptember 31st, 1897, calling for another 

list of the names of intruders, which is her eto attached for 

your information. It is evident from this letter that the 

list heretofore furnished did not afford the information be 
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desires • . I t therefore become s necessary that a new list be 

made in conformit¥ with his request before any action ~ill be 

taken by the Department. In view of this fact, I deem it 

highly im ortant that a competent person be delegated to per­

form this special service, in conformity with the requirements 

embraced in the Secretary's letter , as the surest and most 

prompt means for securing favorable action by the United 

States Government on this vi~al quest ion . The intruder 

question is now the principal source of dissatisfaetion in our 

nation. It is one requiring the strong arm of both govern­

ments to control, a question that i s growing in magnitude and 

power, threatening by occupation, the eventual absorption of 

our entire country by a non-citizen element. We have an 

alarming instance of the reckless and unscrupulous persistence 

of the genuine intruder as exhibited by the notorious ' atts 

organization in the Chero kee Nation, and laterally , in this 

nation. Let us do our part promptly and submit the rest to 

the action of the United States Government. 

You are doubtless anxious to learn t he results of 

the efforts of your commissioners whom you ap oDnted to ne ­

gotiate a treaty with the United States Government. I have 

heard that a treaty has been concluded, and I expect it to 

be officially reported· at an early day, but it has not been so 

reported to this office, so I cannot express an opinion on 

its merits, but hope to have an opportunity of doing so before 

many days. 
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There are other matters of general import nee to 

which your attention will be called from time to time during 

your present seeeion in special communications. 

In the matter of the ~333,000 appro riated by last 

Congress for the payment of the outstanding indebtedness of 

the Muscogee Nation, I would state for your information that 

I bave issued consolidated warrants as provided by your Act 

of November, 1896, in lieu of old ones investigated and re­

tired by your committee on warrants, amounting in t he aggre­

gate to •352,243., and I have so reported to the U •. Indian 

Agent, Wisdom. I am credibly informed that the Secretary of 

the Interior has detailed two special agents, charged with t he 

duty of investigating and determining whether or not t here 

was any fraud in the incurring of said indebtedness as pro­

vided in the Act of appropriation, who are now conducting such 

investigation at }, uscogee. It is hoped that their investi­

gations will be completed and the payment of the funds made 

within the next few weeks. In view of the fact that there 

will be an excess of our indebtedness over and above the 

$333,000., I suggest that you instruct the National Treasurer 

to cancel that exc ~ ss our of any funds he may hav~ on hand 

to the credit of the Muscogee Nation. 

In conclusion, gentlemen, permit me to remind you 

that, as a ,people, we are in the midst of what appears to 

be one of the most extraordinary crises that have ever con­

fronted our people, and it will require the exercise of your 
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co olest and friendliest efforts in the work of evolving good 

and provi di ng safe t y ou t of it for our wai t ing people . You 

may hav e to ca nvas s grave questions involving the very life 

or death of our ~ation . In t he faithful di scussion of such 

questi ons, ho ne s t di fferences of opinion must need ap_ear; 

but I indulge the ho ye that your deliberations will always be 

cha racterized y kindly and respectful considera tion of 

each others views, however divergent, and that any heat of 

debate tha t may arise in your discussions will not be that 

of pe r sona l f eelings, but the impulse of true and patriotic 

devotion to du t y . Hoping that your session will be harmoni­

ous and marked by wise and benificent legislation, 1 have the 

honor to be, 

Very respectfully , 

Your obedient servant, 

Isparhecber , 

Principal Chief M. ~ . 

8 



(C o p y) 

EXECUTIVE OFFICE, 

MUSKOGEE NATION, 

Okmulgee, I. T., Oct. 8th , 189?. 

To the National Council 

of the Mu skogee Nation. 

Gentlemen: 

25. 
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I herewith transmit the r eport and treaty recently 

concluded by your Commissioners with the Commissioners on the 

part of the United States, for your consideration. It wLll 

be· observed by you that it provides for the allotment of our 

lands and the extinguishment of our tribal titles. I regard 

this feature of the treaty as being very dang erous and there­

fore very objectionable. Allotment of land to Indians has 

heretofore proven disasterous in every instance, and is sure 

to result likewise with us when we try it. It is a sys tem 

of holding lands, entirely new to our people. ~orne of us, 

however, tried the sad experiment in Georgia and labama a 

little over a half century ago, resulting in our final re­

moval ther efrom. My advice ia never to try it again. Our 

system of land tenure bas proven successful and satisfactory 

to us through all the WTears of our tribal existence. Never 

have we bad a bomeleee-vanderer during all of that time, nor 

are we likely to have one so long as we continue to hold our 

lands as we now do. We now bold our lands by the united 

power of two governments, general and local. By allotment 
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we substitute the power of one individual f or the power of our 

local government. ach one of our citizens will then have 

to emplgy the protective power oYer h i s realty that has 

been afforded by the l ocal government . In other words , every 

citizen will take upon himself the duty of protecting his 

home that is now being done by the combined wisdom and 

strength of the uscogee Nation. No t only so , but he assumes 

the responsibi li ty of coping, single - handed with the avari­

cious land sharks of the American continent. Many of t ne 

shrewdest and enlightened citizens of the United States 

- re homeless, simply becaus e t hey are not single-handed, to 

protect their homes from sharpers. 

We now have no suits about land titles, for our 

land title is not disputable and never will be until we 

allot our lands. Then the court s of the country wi ll be 

thronged with such suits, just as they are in Oklahoma . 

~e now pay no tax on our land and never will until we allot . 

Then the tax ga t herers will become a s numerous as they are 

in Oklahoma. These t hings will inevi tably follow allotment 

of our lands. I therefore advise y ou to weigh and calmly con­

sider these facts befor e accepting this treaty. 

I think it far be t ter for us to stand firm by t he 

treaties we have and plead the justice of our cause by all 

lawful and honorable means, than enter into this agreement. 

I fail to see any betterment of our condition by this 



27. 

agreement, but to the contrary, I can see much that will be to 

our detriment. But you have had my views on this subject 

heretofore, and I do not deem it necessary to add anything 

more at this time to evidence to you my reasons for my op­

position to the changes provided for by this agreement. 

I am aware that the United States Government is 

urging us to change our relations with her and has expended 

considerable money in surveying our country and for main­

taining a Commission for the past three years. But all t his 

baa been done at the option of the government, and not at our 

request. We have not asked for any of these things, but they 

b ·ve been asked for by the yelping, insatiavle boomers who 

are always on the trail ofthe Indian and will be until every 

foot of this land is opened up; and when we make this treaty, 

~bese will be the people that will first throng this country 

to scheme us out of our homes. It is simply a question as to 

the ownership of our lands. The boomers are hungry for them, 

and it seems the only means of making them accessable, is by 

allotment. It therefore only remains for you to decide 

whether or no you will make yourselves a party to this 

scheme of the boomers. No, we have not asked for a new 

treaty nor for the allotment of our lands, but we have fre­

quently requested the government to remove from our country 

the intruder, which request has never been heeded, although 

solemnly guaranteed to be'done by existing treaties. 
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It intruders cannot be removed from our country at t his time, 

the question arises, will t h ey be removed by the promises of 

a new treaty, agreeing to do so. It seems that the Cherokees 

have tried both, and have found the new treaties to be no 

better than the old ones, on this subject, and I bel ieve we 

would have the same experience whenever we shall try it. For 

this reason I withheld my approval of the Act of your called 

session last August, authorizing your Commissi on to treat. 

At that session of Council I presented to you my views as ~ o 

what seemed to me to be the most advisable course f or us to 

pursue at this time. I am still of the opinion that we shoul d 

test our constitutional right before the Supreme Court of the 

United States, and provision should be made at once for pro­

curing the ablest counsel to represent us, 

In conclusion, gentlemen, allow me to say that I 

have endeavored honestly to present my views on the subject 

before you and t~el that in this I have discharged my duty and 

indulge the hope that you will consider the question in the . 

same spirit of earnestness that has actuated me, and discharge 

the duty you owe your constituency, inte l ligently honestly 

and faithfully. 

I have the honor to be, 

V.ery respectfully, 

Isparhecher, 

Erin. Chief, M. N. 



(C o p y) 

EXBCUTI VE OFFICES , M. N. 

Okmulgee, I . T., Oct . 22 . 

To the National Council 

of t he uscogee Nation . 

Gentlemen: 

29 . 

I n view of the fact that much important matters 
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are before your body , not yet disposed of by you , and the 

shortuess of time !emaining of your session; I would suggest , 

that you repea l t h e Ac t of your last 'ession , reducing this 

term of your Counc i l to 15 days, in order that you may con­

tinue your session thirty days , if that time should be need­

ful to dispose of t he needful legislation before you . 8pecial 

commit t ees, to whom has b een referred matters relating to the 

situa tion of our national affairs has ~ ery r ecently been ap­

pointed and should be given ample time for mature thought and 

i nvestigation, before intelligent action can be taken by you . 

Bo preparation has yet )been made to meet the new order of 

our public af f airs that will begin on January lst, next , 

and is a matter that s hould enlist your best thought at this 

time. Our effor t s to t r eat with the United State s Government 

has proven unsuccessful and we can now have no hope of con­

tinuing our government much longer as we now do, by the 

terms of any new treaty. 
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The time has now come., i n my opinion, when the 

citizens of the five nations should get together and agree 

upon the establishment of a general government by which we 

might perpetuate the right of self government. hould we 

be attached to Oklahoma as a territory or state, this right 

of self government will be taken from us by the superior 

number of its voting population. None of us want such a 

connection with Oklahoma, yet there are strong eff orts being 

made by her politicians for single statehood, including the 

five nations. 

But this can be averted by timely and united efforts 

of the five nations. They are yet the sovereigns of their 

soil, and politically freeborn, with the right to shape for 

the~selves, a government that will best suit them for the 

protection of their lives and property. I would therefore 

suggest that you constitute a delegation consisting of a 

suitable number of your most competent citizens for the 

purpose of visiting the other nations with a view of agreeing 

upon a time and place for the assembling of a constitutional 

convention to be composed of duly authorized del egates re-

presenting the several nations; that is to say, a c onvention 

having for its purpose, the framing of a general constitutional 

government that will afford protection to the Indian owners 

of the country. This is the first step looking to the forma­

tion of a government of the Indians and for t he Indians of 

the five nations, and the only course that gives any hope 

ot perpetuating our rights of self goveDnment . I regard this 
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as a step that should be taken at this time for united we 

stand, divided we fall. I now submit this question for your 

calm and deliberate consideration and for such action as 

your better judgment shall direct. 

m am, 

Very respectfully, 

Your ob't erv't, 

I sparhecher , 

Prin . Chief, M. N. 

(C o p y) 

REPORT OF THE COMMISSION TO COUNCIL. 

Okmulgee, I. T. , Oc tober 5, 1897. 

To the National Council 

of the Muscogee Nation. 

ole have the honor to submit to your honorable 

body the herewith accompanying agreement, entered into by 

and between the United States Commission to the Fi ve Civilized 

Tribes, in behalf of the United States of the First part , 

and the Creek Commission in behalf of the Muscogee or reek 

Bation, of the second part. In view of all the circumstances 

and perplexing conditions, not necessary to enumerate, the 

agreement, we think, is as satisfactory as could be hoped 

tor. It provides for the allotment of our lands and disposition 
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of townsite&, a method of settlement of all claims, titles to 

allotment and townsites; it defines the jurisdiction of the 

United States courts, the limitation of the po e r of the 

Rational Council and miscellaneous provisions. 

The intention and purpo se of the agreement is to 

provide a method of distribution of all lands belongi ng to 

our nation in a manner tnat will give each citizen an equal 

share in the value of said lands. 

The concessi ons of the powers of government and 

Jurisdiction of the United States Government, provided for, 

seemed necessary to meet the new conditions brought about 

by this agreement. 

We feel gratified to state that the Commissioners 

of the Ubited States showed, throughout our conference, a 

spirit of fairness and conciliatory appreciation of the whole 

range of matter and conditions wh1ch we were called upon to 

arrange. 

Herewith we submit for your information, al l the 

correspondence in their order, also arguments of tbe 'issouri, 

Kansas & Texas Railroad, Creek Oil & Gas Company, and Okmulgee 

Oil Company, which we did not feel authorized to consider, 

also a proposition transmitted to us through the United 

States Commission made by the rincipal Chief of the uemino e 

•ation, not having authority to give this matter consideratio, 

it ia respectfully submitted to your Honorable body. 
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Feeling that we have discharged t he duties entrust ed 

to us conscientiously in a manner t hat will protect the in­

terests of our people, and with a spirit of fairness and 

justic e to all, and trusting that you will give it full and 

tair consideration and approval, we are, 

Rober~ . • Stewart, 

Interpreter. 

Very respectfully, 

Your obedient servants, 

P . Porter, Chairman, 

~oseph Mingo , 

David • Hodge, 

George A. Alexander , 
his 

Roland X Brown, 
mark 

w. A. Sapu~pa, 
h~s 

Concharty X Micco 
mark 

J. H. Lynch, ecretary, 

RESOLUTION OF NATIONAL COUNCIL 

(C o p y) 

WHEREAS, The Commis s ion ers hereto appointed by t he 

Kuscogee Bation to prepare a treaty with the United State s 

through ita Commissioners appointed f or that purpose , and to 

present tbe same to the Muscogee ation through its xat ional 

Council for ratification or rejection, have presented an 
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agreement duly signed by the said Commi ssioners on the part 

of the uscoge e Nation and by the said Commissioners on the 

part of the United States, and dated September 27th , 1897 , 

and, 

[KEREAS, The said Agreement is unsatisfactory to 

the Muscogee Nation; THEREFORE BE IT 

8 
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RESOLVED, By the National Council of the Muscogee 

Nation, that the said agreement or treaty is hereby r ejected. 

Be it further 

RESOLVED, That a special joi nt comn1ittee to be 

composed of two members from the House of Kinss and three 

members from the house of Warriors, to be s elected by a vote 

of their respective houses, be created whose duty shal l be 

to prepare an answer to the Commission, setting forth the 

reasons why the National Council of the Muscogee Nation has 

rejected the said agreement, and also to prepare and submit 

to the present session of the National Council , to be sub­

mitted to the United States, a proposition in relation to 

a change of tribal conditions of the Muscoge e Nation which 

shall fully provide for and protect all the needs and in­

terests of the said Muscogee Nation. 

ADOPTED UNANIMOUSLY. 

Alec Davis, 

Speaker, House of Warriors, pro tem. 

A. P. McKellop, Clerk. 

Concurred in, 23 pro, 8 con. 
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G. A. Alexander , 

President, House of Kings, 

J. A. Alexander, Clerk, pro tem. 

Approved, October l8, 1897. 

Isparbecher, 

Principal Chief, M. N. 

S. B. Callahan, 

Private Secretary. 

(Endorsed on back: Report to the Honorable Secretary of the 

Interior in connection with the Creek treaty., 

Copy D. s. and L. s. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tams Bixby, 

Acting Chairman. 

(Copied by BEW, Karch 29, 1934.) 
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(Notation) 

(Only about one fourth of the citizens of the Creek Na t ion 

haTing appeared before the United States Commission for en­

rollment at the places designated in the notice g i ven the 

latter par ~ of ~eptember, a Second Notice was is sued a s 

follows:) 

C R E E K C E N S U S. 

--------
SECOND NOTICE. 

~embers of the Dawes Commission will be present at 

the following times and places for the purpose of enrolling 

Creek citizens, as required by Act of Congress of une 10 , 

1896. 

At lluskogee, Nov. 8 to 30, 189'7, inclusive. 

At Wagoner, Nov. 8 to 13, 

At Eufaula, Nov. 8 to 13, 

II 

n 

1\.t Sapulpa, Nov. 15 to 20, " 

At Wetumpka, No~. 15 to 20, " 

At Okmulgee, Nov. 22 to 30, " 

inclusive. 

inclusive. 

inclusive. 

inclusive. 

inclusive. 

All persons who have not heretofore enrolled before 

the Dawes Commis*ion should appear and enroll. Parents and 

SM&rdiana can enroll their families and wards. 

~ 
0 



Printed Notice. 

TAliS BIXBY, 

FRANK C. ARMSTRONG, 

A.. S. MCKENNON, 

THOS . B. NEEDLES, 

Commissioner s . 

lCopied by BE N, March 29, 1934.) 
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Telegram, 

Mu skogee, Indian 7erritory, 

November 1, 189? . 

Honorable 

Secretary of the Interior, 

38. 
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The Commission respectfully request that the Indian 

Agent at Union Agency be ordered by wire , to exercise his 

authority in aid of the Commission in taking a census and 

making rolls of Creek citizens, by securing for its use 

copies of rolls now existing, and by ordering al l memb ers of 

the tribe to appear before the Commission for enrollment at 

Kuskogee, and at such other places as the Commissio~ may 

select, and to further aid the Comn1i ssion from time to time 

as may be deemed necessary and expedient . 

Tams Bixby Actg Chairman . . 

Copy signed telegram. 

(Copied by BEW, March 29, 1934.) 
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Telegram. 

Washington D. c . November 2, 189?. 

Hon. Tams Bixby, 

Actg Chairman, Muskogee, Ind. Tery. 

Agent Wisdom is to-day instructed to cooperate 

with and assist you as you request. 

Thos. Ryan, 

Actg. e~retary. 

Notation: 

632 

lAccordingly, Indian Agent Wisdom i s sued t he f ollowing order ) : 
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ORDER OF INDIAN AGENT VTISDOll DIRECTING CREEKS TO ENROLL. 

DEPARTMENT OF THE I NTERIOR 
' 

U. S. INDIAN SERVICE , 

Union Agency, Muscogee, Indian Territory, 

November 3, 1897. 

To the Citizens of the Creek Nation, Indian Territory : 

You are hereby notified that I have r ·eceived ·the 

tollowing order from the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, dated 

at Washington, D. c., November 2, 1897: 

"To D. M. •,7isdom, . gent, Muscogee, I . T.: 

"You are directed to exercise your authority in aid 

of the Dawes Commission in taking a census and making rolls of 

Creek citizens by securing for its use copies of rolls now 

existing and by ordering al l members of the tribe to a ppear 

before the Commission for enrollment at Muskogee or such 

other places as the Commission may select, and to further aid 

the Commission from time to time as may be necessary and 

expedient . 

(Signed) w. A. Jones, Commi s sioner . " 

You are further notified that Section 2058, Revised 

Statutes, page 362, reads as follo~s: 

"Each Indian Agent shal l , within his agency, manage 

and superintend the intercourse with the Indians, agreeably 
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to law; and execute and perform such regulations and duties, 

not inconsistent with law 
' as may be prescribed by the Presi-

dent, the Secretary of the Interior, the Commissioner of 

Indian Affairs, or the Superintendent of Indian Affairs." 

And you are also informed that the Dawe s Commission 

bas made the following appointments for taking the census . 

of your people; and t hat said Commission will .be present at 

the dates indicated for the purpose of enrol lment: 

At Muscogee, ovember 8th to 30th, inclusive; 

Nagoner, November 8th to 13th, inclusive; 

Eufaula, ovember 8th to 13th, inclusive; 

Sapulpa, November 15th to 20th, inclusive; 

Wetumpka., November 15th to 20th, inclusive; 

Okmulgee, November 22nd to 30th, inclusive. 

Now, therefore, in compliance with the orders of 

the Commissioner of Indian Affairs; and, by virtue of the 

authority vested in me by the statute above quoted, you are 

hereby directed · - each and every one of you- if you have not 

already enrolled your names, to meet the said Comnission at 

the nearest place above designated, and there ive in your 

names to said Comndssion, and the names of all minors under 

your charge, in order that a complete and accurate census of 

the Creek Nation may be taken. 

The above order is imperative, and it is binding 

upon me and upon you as wards of the Government. It is the 

Toice of the President of the United States, speaking through 

the head of the proper Department having jurisdiction over 
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this matter, and it is your duty to obey it, and it is my duty 

to enforce it, and it will be enforced in the exercise of my 

said authority, and you are hereby warned - citizens and non­

citizens alike- that no interference with said enrollment will 

be permitted, either by any overt act, or by any one a ear ing 

on the ground where the enrollment is be i ng ma de who may per­

suade or by false representations induce citizens not to give 

in their names for enrol lment . 

The Act of Congress which created the awes Commission 

is the law of the l and, and it provides distinctly that t his 

enrollment shall be made , and any act of Congress has a s much 

force in the Indian Territory, and over its people , as in any 

of the States of the Union and over the people of said States; 

and I therefore notify you that the enrollment contemplated 

by the Act of Congress will be proceeded with and consummated 

in all of the Five Civilized Tr i be s under such neces sary 

regulations as the Secretary of t he Interior may prescribe 

and the Dawes Commis sion may adopt in pursuance thereof, and 

it is my duty to aid and assist said Commission in carrying 

out any lawful method which it may devise to secure an authen­

tic roll or rol l a of the Five Civilized Tribes. 

Policemen attached to this agency will be detailed 

to attend t said places of enrollment , and to aid in the pre­

servation of the peace, and to arrest all disturbers thereof, 

and they will be directed to use their influe nce in securing 

aaid enrollment, and they will be furt her direct ed to arrest 
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all persons- without regard to race or national ity- who may 

attempt to defeat in any way - e i ther by word or deed- the 

taking of the census herein indicat ed . 

I further deem it my duty to say that , in gi vi ng 

in your nam es for the purpo se of this census , you do not 

commit yourself to any measur e of allotment of your l ands 

in severalty, an d any statement to t he c ontrary i s an absolute 

falsehood and a lie out of whole clo t h, and you must not be 

dtceived thereby. 

The taking of this c en sus i s a cheap and a ccurate 

mode of obtaining the number of your people. I t is pai d f or 

by the Government, and the work . is done by expe r ts who have no 

interest whatever in making a fal se enroll ment, 

and you ought to profit by the opportuni ty which is aff orded 

you to obtain an accurate census of your people, and I 

respectfully conjure you to heed my advice and to obey my 

order here in, and. thereby prevent the Government from taking 

more extreme measures to secure said enrol l ment. · 

Printed document. 

Very respectfully, 

D. M. Ni sdom, 

U. • Indian Agent. 

(Copied by BEW, March 29, 1934.) 
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(Kessage of Honorable Isparhecher, Pr incipal Chief of the 

Creek Nation, delivered to the National Council assembled in 

extraordinary session £ovember 22, 189?) : 

To tbe National Counci l : 

You have been convened in extraordinary session in 

order that you may resume and continue to completion at 

least some of t he more important business which by reason of 

adjournment you failed to conclude at your last session. 

The most important to us as a people, and which you have not 

as yet satisfactorily disposed of , is the question of the 

division in severalty of our lands, as proposed by the awes 

Comndseion. Your Commission for that purpose concluded an 

agreement with the U. S . commission which failed to meet 

both your and my views of the requirements of the best 

interests of our people. 

When your preference in the matter was made known 

by your almost unanimous vote, rejecting the proposition, I at 

once suggested to your honorabl e body the question of t he 

expediency of inviting the Five Civilized Tribes of the 

Indian 1erritory to co-operate in an attempt to erec t one 

general Indian government for the common government and 

protection of all t he tribes of tbe Territory. 

Such a scheme be1ng in l ine with the policy of the 

United States, should, if faithfully and honestly embraced 



by the tribes. enlist their warmest sympathy and co-operation, 

if they are true to their professions. A somewhat similar 

government is already authorized and contemplated by the 

treaty of 1866, and was, some twent~-six years ago, attempted 

by all the tribes assembled at this place, by propo2~ng a 

constitution to the various tribes for ratification. It 

failed of ratification then, although we had the heartiest 

co-operation of the United States government . But now we 

have passed through the experiences and civilizing influences . 

of twenty-six years of political life, it bas been my hope 

that the people should feel that they may now safely and 

wisely make the venture. As in the caee of the agreement just 
• 

defeated, however, you also thought it wi sest and best not to 

adopt the suggestion. In the midst of circumstances of so 

much seriousness and gravity, it cannot be that your recent 

actions on these momentous questions arose from sheer love of 

controversy, debate, or the adherence to the petty interests 

of party politics, but from an earnest and honest difference 

of opinion respecting the course best to be pursued in the 

endeavor to preserve the beat interests of our people . 

I trust that this spirit of earnest, honest effort 

without the asperities of personalities, which too often enter 

the counsels of men in times of great trouble, will continue 

to actuate you in all you do until you shall evolve some c ours~ 

of action at your present session that will give promise of an 

intelligent solution of the 41fficulties confronting our nation. 
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It may not be inappropriate to remind you here that 

only 39 days remain when ac co rding to a late act of Congress, 

our judiciary, the great corner stone oi our governmental 

structure, the same t hat was solemnly guaranteed to us by 

what shoul d be t he sacred word of tbe United States gove nment , 

will be brushed away unless some action is taken in the 

mean time to avert or modify the impending calamity. 

In this connection I may assure you that I have no 

occasion for changing my former views respecting the wisdom 

of testing our right s before the hiehest judicial tri bunal 

-of tbtn·Upited S~ tea~ :J. ! canhot believe that the august 

tribunal when properly approached . witb the question wi l l 

decide that the question of citizenship in our nation or the . 

continued life of ou r judiciary may, against our earnest 

protests and the terms of solemn treaties, be adversely 

deterffi ined by a law of Congress. 

Another matte r that should not be overlooked by 

you is the subject of a correct census of ur people which is 

being taken by the Dawe s Commission. Your last session to ok 

no action that might be promulgated as advice to the various 

towns with respect to this matter; but many without your or 

my advice have enrolled their memb ers with said Commission, and 

I suggest t at you take such official acti on on the subject 

as may be sent out to all the towns as your advice in the 

matter. The object of the census a s I understand, is for 

the purpose of aavertaining the correct number of our bona 
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fide citizens so that in the event of a division of our 

lands and other property interests only citizens may re­

ceive a share. 

64 

To protect and manage your varied interests herein 

pointed out, and to represent you in the questions that 

may yet arise during the time in l ervening between this and 

the close of the Congress of 1897- 8, I am free to advise you 

that you provi de what you shall deem to be a good representa-

tion or delegation to visit, remain and act as such at the 

city of Washington during the ensuing ses sion of Congress. 

We have maintained such representation in the past when . 

there seemed not to be so imperative a necessity for it, 

but feel that in this instance the need for a determined 

and energetic defense of our rights is of pressing im-

portance, and no false or mistaken econmmy should deter 

you from making the amplest pecuniary provision for t he work . 

These, if appointed, shou ld be provided with clearly de­

termined power s and instructions explicitly expressed by 

your honorable body. 

It will be remembered that as a measure of Jro -

tection of the finances of the nation prompt ed by considera­

tion, satisfactory to myself, I suspended E . B. Childers from 

the office. of National Treasurer, and appointed in his stead 

N. B. Moore. You are aware that Mr. Childers in his proposed 

settlement, offered as balance of cash previously reported 

by him as remaining on hand, certain nati onal warrants, 
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auditors certificates and court scrip, check and so forth, 

some of which your committee refused to accept as valid 

a-ligations of the nation, being satisfied of t heir fraudulent 

character. I, as well as the people whom you serve, wi ll 

expect you to leave nothi ng undone to bring t his matter to a 

fair and just settlement. No part of the people 's money 

should be lost on account of partia li t y or negligence on 

your part in this or any other case. Some t wo y ears ago you 

had a somewhat similar case before y u bu t succee de d in 

effecting an immediate settlement without the loss to t he 

nation of a single cent. And I must insist that in this 

case you take active, energetic efforts to reach, at an 

early date, an equally just an d satisfactory adjustment 

of this deplorable affair. 

Trusting that you will address your efforts and 

energies only to such matters and things as are herein 

suggested, and which may hereafter be brought to your at ­

tention by special communication, and that the shortness 

of time and the importance of the occasion wi l l impel you 

to wise and harmonious action, 

I am your obedient servant, ISPARHECHER. 

(Endorsed on back: Copy of Isparbecher 's message to Na t i onal 

Council Nov. 2G, 97.) 

(Copy D. s.) 

(Copied by BEW, March 29, 1934.) 
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uscogee, Indian Territory, Dec. 6,1897 

Bon. Isparhecher, 

Sir: 

Principal Chief ' uskogee Nation , 

Okmulgee , Indian Territory . 

I have the honor to acknowledge receipt of your 

communication of the 2nd inst ., inclosing copies of action 

of the Creek Council with reference to t e treaty or agfee­

ment made between this Commission and the Commission on t he 

part of the Creek Na~ion, for which please accept my t hank s . 

Very r espectfully , · 

Letter-book copy L. s. 

( Signed) Tams ixby 

Act i ng Chairman. 

(Copied by BEW, March 2 , 1934.) 
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EXECUT TVE OF:b'I C:.B;, 

MUSKOGEE NATION. 

Okmulgee , I. T. 

Dawes, Creek, Agreement Rejected 

Whereas, The Commissions heretofore appointed by t he Muskogee 

Nation to prepare a treaty with the United Sta.tes, through 

its Commismioners appointed for that purpose and to present 

same to the Muskogee Nat i on through its National council , 

for ratification or rejection, have presented an agreement 

duly signed by the said Commissioners on the part of the 

MUskogee Nation and by the said Commissioners on the part of 

the United States and dated Sept 27, 189 7 and 

Whereas, The said agreement is unsatisfactory to the Musko­

gee Nation 

Therefore, Be it Resolved by the National Council of the 

Kuskogee Nation: - That t he said agreement or treaty is 

hereby rejected. 

Be it Further Resolved:- T ~.at a special joint comm.i ttee to 

be composed of two members of the House of King s and t hre 

from the House of Warriors to be elevted by a vote of their 

respective Rouses, be creat ed whose duty shall be to prepare 

an answer to the Commission on the part of the United States , 

setting forth the reason why the National council of t he 

Kuakogee Nation has rejected the said agreement and also 



to prepare and submit to the present sessionof the National 

Council, to be submitted to the United States a proposition 

in relation to a change of tribal conditions of the Muskogee 

Jiation. 

Adopted- Oct . 18 , 1697, 

Alex avis Sp H, of . ,s pro 
A, P, 1.1ck 

Clk 

Concurred in 

G, A, Alexander 

Pres, H, of, Kings . 

J. H • . Alexander 

Clk pro-tem 

Approved Oct 18 , 1897 . Isparhecber 

Prin , Chief 

Copy D. S. 

(Copied by BEW, Karch 29, 1934 .) 



Okmulgee, I. 'I. 
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Be it resolved by the National Council of the Muskogee Nation. 

That in view of the fact that the agreement or 

treaty entered into between the United States and the Creek 

Nation by Conlmissi oners duly authorized thereunto on the 2? 

day of Sept 1897 was by joint resolution of the National 

Council rejected as unsatisfactory to the Creek people it is 

deem proper that the reasons for such rejection shou l d be 

publicly stated. The most powerful consideration which in­

duced the Creeks to remove from their country east of the 

1lississippi, to their present home, was the fact that the 

"United States guaranteed them the unrestricted right of self 

government, and the peaceable occupancy of their country until 

they shall of their own accord make such changes in their 

relations to the United States as they may deem for the better­

ment of their condition. It is necessary to recite a few 

well known portions of the Treaties now existing between the 

Creek Nation and the United States, in order that the public 

may properly understand the guarantees upon which we have so 

far existed as a self governing nation. 

A%t 111. Treaty of 1834 "The United States will 

grant a patent in fee simple to the Creek Nation of Indians 

for the land assigned said Nation by this Treaty or conven­

tion, whenever the same shall have been ratified by the 
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President and the Senate of the United States; and the right 

thus guaranteed by the United States shall be continued to 

said tribe of Indians so long ~s they shall exist as a 

Nation, and continue to occupy the country hereby assigned to 

them. 

~t lV. Treaty 1856 The United States do hereby 

solemnly agree and bind themselves, that no State or Terri­

tory shall pass laws for the government of the Creek or 

Seminole tribes of Indians, and that no portion of either of 

the tracts of country defined in the first and second articles 

of this agreement shall ever be embraced or included within 

or annexed to any Territriry or State: nor shall either or 

any part of either ever be erected into a Territory without 

the full and free consent of the legislative authority of 

the tribe owning the same 

Art XV of the same treaty guarantees to the Creeks 

the unrestricted right of self governm~nt and full jurisdiction 

over persons and property within their respective li1~ts 

excepting however all white persons and property with . 

their property etc. 

"The United States and the Creek Nation had a 

wise, definite and benevolent policy .. in the grant of their 

lands west of the mississippi; That policy as to secure to 

the Indians a civilized, self governing prosperous and 

christian people through laws to b ~ enacted by tbier tribal 
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legislature and adjudged and enforced by their t r ibal courts 

vide senate report No, 281, 52 Congress First ession . 

That the result of this policy would untimately break our 

tribal government and end in the absorption of our people 

by the great body of the citizens of the United States is 
' 

not denied •• be only and final question to be decided, 

now i s, has the time actually arrived when that policy can 

be consumated at once, without detriment to the best inter-

eats of the Creek people . All these questions are sub­

ordinate and merely incidental to this one great questi on . 

It ie proper to recite briefly a portion of the history of 

the Creeks prior to the late civil war between t he states , 

6 

the Creeks wer e farmers and herdsmans, and a very respectable 

portion of them were slave holders. They lived an easy and 

rather careles s life • Educat ion was not deemed of such high 

importance then as now. This was also true of slaveholders 

of the southern states. When the civi l war broke out, our 

country was located betwe n the contending forces . Our 

people in self defense abandoned their homes , and their 

property and fled, some joining the union army, and others 

siding with the Confederacy. Thus was our country completely 

abandoned, and all our property became a prey t o speculators 

who followed the two great armies, solely for gain. At the 

close of the war when we returned home , we found our country 

a vast wilderness. Our stock had all been driven away, our 

houses and fences had been burned by prairie fires, and our 
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former places of residences were almost unrecognizable. 

Thus began a struggle for existance. In a country without 

money, every body epuallyas poor as his neighbor and no 

rail - roads nor towns to bring trade or produce to markets , 

we were indeed pioneers. For nearly ten years there were 

~8 

648 

no rail-roads nor towns in our country . e however established 

a few neighborhood and Boarding schools which offered onl y 

a few of our children the advantages of'an education 

We were in this condition, when in 1889 we sold Oklahoma to 

the Unittd States government, and of the proceeds of said 

sale we deposited with the government $2,000.000,00 as a 

permanent fund and from the interest thereon we set apart a 

permanent additional fund of ~bO , OOu,oo per annum. , e then 

immediately erected larg er brick and frame school buildings 

and increased our neighborhood schools to thrice their for­

mer number. Out of a total increase of ~160 , 000,oo , we 

expend $84,000, annually for educational purposes alone . 

Every child of school age has now a chance of acquiring an 

education absolutely free to himself a nd parents. 

We do not beleive that this system of education can 

be replaced by one better suited to our people. e have in 

this Territory five separate local governments neither one 

nor two of which can constitute a state sufficiently large 

to be admitted by Congress. The movement toward a change 

of go~ernment in the Indian Territory, should be simultanous 

in all these Nations. The Treaties made with these ations 
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should be uniform in principle and equally protective of their 

interests. 

We wi ll be t he principal beneficiaries, of any 

good that may result from a change of government and we alone 

will suffer from the confusion and hardships which will 

necessarily fol low the immediate breaking up of these tribal 

governments against our protests . 

·he Congress of the United States has at no time 

been burdened with petitions from the great body of the white 

people in our country complain ing of grievances or asking 

for a betterment of their conditions nor bas any com laint 

gone up to congress from the Indians of the Territory . It is 

therefore inc omprehensible to us why this great pressure 

should be brought to b ear upon us for the breaking up of our 

country. 'l'he Commissioner £ on the part of the United Sta te s 

have threatened us with disruption in our government if we 

do not by treaty at once agree to allot our lands and sur­

render our right of self-government. The congress of t he 

United States passed an act (Indian appropiati on Bill approved 

June 7 1897 ) depriving us of the jurisdi ction guaranteed to 

us by treaties, after January 1, 1898. 

With this flaming sword as an everlasting threat 

banging suspended over us by, a s it were, a single thread,. 

Our commissioners were induced to sign the agreement of Sept 

27 1897 • This a repetion of the coercion under which our 

delegates signed the 1reaty of Fort Smith in t866 by which 
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we agreed to sell Oklahoma one half of our country, com­

prising over 3,000,000 acres of land at 30 cants per acre, 

there might have been some slight excuse at that time in 

sso 

using coercive measures but now thirty odd years si~ce that 

great coflict ended, we have the right to demand justice and 

fair play. It bas been announced to be the purpose and desire 
' 

of the United States to p rotect the interest of the majority 

of the people of our country in devising a plan fo r the 

allotment of lands and in the admission of our people into 

citizenship of the United States, upon a thorough understand­

ing of the intent and scope of the treaty as interpreted, 

and explained by our commissioners, the t r eaty was rejected 

by a large majority of the members of t he council . No 

people can be accused of improper motives in an earnest de­

sire to thoroughly consider their condition and t ndeavor to 

stand by their principals of government, which have ~rought 

them prosperity and contentment in the past . In the position 

which we take we rely upon t?e honesty and fair mindedness 

not only of the commissioners of the United but of the 

distinguished members who compose the two houses of congress 

ll,llici, 

acting Private Secretary 

Approved Nov , 3 1897 

Isparhesher 

Principal Chief , ~ . N, 

Copy D. S. 
(Copied by BEW, March 10, 1934.) 



eoutiTe Oftice Muskogee Nation. 

Okmulgee, I.T., Dec . 22nd, 1898. 

Bon. A. s. McKennon 

ot the Dawes Commission. 

lluacogee, I. T. 

Dear Sir: 

I herewith enclose a resolution of the 

Creek council Just adjourned i nviting your commission to meet 

at this place for the convenience of our people in the matter or 

enrollment. It will be a great hardship to our people to go long 

distances for this purpose at t h is se ason, and it is believed 

that it would greatly expedite the work ~f enrollmenet if done 

at this place. Besides, our counci ~ has taken definite action 

toward the negotiation of an agreement with your commission, having 

created a Creek commission of seven men for that purpose, and it 

ia thought that this work can be condueted at the same time that 

enrollment of citizens is proceeding. Our conn:nission will meet 

here on the 4th day of January 1899, to complete its organization 

at which time we will expect to know whether or not we may expect 

your meetings at this place, and for that purpose I would ask that 

you kindly communicate with Mr· G. w. Grayson of EUfaula our 

temporary chairman giving him the desired information for the use 

ot the commission at its meeting on Jany. 4th next. 

D. C. Watson 

Priv Secy 

Very Respectfully 

( signed) Ispa rhecher 

Prine!. Chief ~ • N. 

Copy of Letter No. X&ai 1805 in files of Commission to Five Tribes, 
in ottice or Supt. of Five Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 



MUSCOGEE (CREEK) NATION 

A Joint r esolution to invite the Creek and Dawes commissions 

'o hold their sessions in Okmulkea. 

Be it resolved by the National Council of the Muscogee 

tion, That the Creek and Dawes' commissions are hereby respectfully 

requested to hold their sessions a t Okmulkee while engaged in the 

gotiation of e.n agreement and completing the enrollment of the 

1t1zens or the Muscogee Nation. 

D. c. Watson 

Priv. Seo:y. 

Approved 12/21/98 

Isparhecher 

Princl . Chief M. N. 

Copy or resolution attached to Dawes Commission file No . 1805 in 

tiles or Superintendent of Five Civilized Tribes, Muskogee, Oklahoma. 
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Muskogee , I . T. July 28 , 1898. 

To the Hon . Dawes Commission . 

The mass of we Indian people , favor allotment of all of 

our lands, and a final adjustment of our affa irs in an equal 

division to each of us , under the "Curtis Bill" provided we do 

not have to pay for Surveys as preferable to the "Creek Amended 

Treaty". A change of our government to the full protect ion of 

the of the U.S . Government, we cannot serve t wo masters . This 

is our only remedy for betterment and equal justice and put a 

stop to this illeggl transactions in our lands . We believe you 

will treat us fairly in spite of leading indi viduals , and combines , 

that have ruled this country so long fo r their own benefit . 

How you are to manage against these fellows is not cleaP to us . 

The unwise and mismanagement of our indian government is well 

known . The masses of we poor po erless ones derive but little 

or no benefit as matters and conditions of our country now stand . 

W.. large land holders are a menace to allotment and have been 

obstacles to delay and defeat legislat ion for allotment . They 

are now at work to int~idate indian citizens from selec tion of 

their allotment inside of their inclosures unless we submit 

to their unjust demands , we do not want to huy our lands , from 

them. Some of these large inclosures are illegally held . The 

contract pastures have or about expired . Many of us are afraid 

to speak out. 

Yours in confidence, 

A Oreek Citizen by blood . 

(Indorsed) # 578, Commission to Five Tribes , Muskogee ,Ok~ahoma . 
Received Jul . 3~, 1898. Anon Muskogee , July 28/98 . Re lative to 
ratification of treaty in creek Nation. 
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D E P A R T M E N T OF lliE I N T E R I 0 R. 
ASHINGTON. 

De c . lO th 1898 . 

Bon. Tams Bixby , 

Member of Commission to the 

Five Civilized Tribes . 

Sir: 

Herewith you will find a let t er from one • H. •!ike , 

which has been duly acknowledged by t h e Department and the same 

is referred to the Commission to t h e Five Ci vilized Tr i bes for 

its information. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
1044-1898. 

Resp ec tfull y, 

Thos . Ryan . 

ct ing Secretary . 

(Bndarsed} # 1737, Commission to Five Civili ze d Tr i be s , uskogee, 
Oklahoma, Received Dec . 19 , 1898 . Department , Dec . 10 , l898 o 
Reters a communication from • H. ike . 



Muscogee , Ind.Ty. 

Dec . 2, 1898 

Hon. Cornelius A. Bliss, 

Sec. Int. Dep't. 

WaBhington, D. c. 
Dear Sir :--

We (The Creek Indians) have rejected treaty 

entered into by the Dawes and creek Commissioners for the simple 

reason that, by said treaty our people would be able to sell 

their lands, and the poor and ignorant classes , who are in the 

majority, would soon be swindled out of their property : and also 

because we as Indians would not be given justice under the treaty. 

There is another movement on foot here , by the half- breds(Sic) 

with the aid of the whites to make another treaty . we are against 

auc• a move, we would rather have the authorities at Washington 

&minister {Sic) our affairs for we expect justice at your hands , 

Which we believe you, only, will give . 

And now I (A.H.Mi ke) in the name of my people , justice 

and right beg you to exert your influence keeping the authorit ies 

at Washington from sanctioning another trea ty. 

Trusting that you will treat my request kindly , I am, 

Yours Respectf ully 

A. H.I!ike. 

Muscogee , Ind . Ter . 

#1737 



30123-A 

JroSCOGEE (CREEK N TI ON. 

A Joint Resoluti ono 

T0 ••• 1nvite the Creek and Dawes Commissions to hold their 

sessions in Okmulgee . 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THEN TIONAL COUNCIL OF THE EUSCOGEE N TIO ~ , 

That: 

The Creek and Dawes ' Commissions are hereby respect­

tully request ed to hold their sessions at Okmulgee whi l e engaged 

in the ne gotiation of an agr eement and completing the enrollment 

ot the c1 tizens of' the I. us cogee Nation . 

Approved 12/21/98. 

Isparhecher 

Prin . Chief . N. 

D. C. ' at son. 

Priv. Secy. 

1 •• 



CUTIVE OFFICE ·:USKOGEE N TI ON . 

Okmulgee , I . T. Dec . 22 , 1898 . 

Bon. A. s . Me ennon 

of the Dawes Commission . 

Muskogee , I . T. 

Dear Sir: 

I herewith encl os e a resolution of the Creek council 

Just adjourned inv iting your commission to meet at this pl a ce 

ro~ the convenience of our people in the matt er of enrollment . 

It will be a gre a t hardshi p to our people to go long dis t ances 

for this purpose at t his sea son , and it is believed that it would 

greatly expedite the ·.ork o f enrollmen t if done at t his pl a ce . 

Besidea , our council has taken de f ini t e action toward the nego­

tiation of an agre ement with your commission , having cr e ated a 

Creek commission of seven men for the t purpose , and it is thought 

that this work can be conducted at the same time that enrollment 

or citize ns is pr oceeding . ur co ission will meet here on the 

14th day of January 1899 , t o complete its organization a t which 

time we will expect t o kno w whether or not we may e xp ~ ct your 

meetings at this place, an d for that purpose I auld ask tha t 

you kindly communicate with r . G. f . Grayson of Eufaula our 

temproary Chairman givi ng him t he desr ed (Si c) inf ormat i on for 

the use of the commission at its meeting on J a nuary 4 , next . 

• 0 . atson. 
r1v. Secy • 

• 

very respe ctf ully, 

Isp arhe cher 

rincipa l Chie f .• ' !T • 
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Presuming that t his mat t er would in any case , be left 

to the discretion of your commi ss i on, I have not transmitted 

certified copy to the presid ent for his approval . 

Very respectfully , 

D. C. Watson . 

Friv . s e cy . 

(Endorsed) # 1805, Re ceived Dec. 27 , 1898 , Commission to Five 
Tribes. I sparhecher, Okmulgee, 12/ 22/98 . Encloses a resolution 
ot Creek Council to awe s Commissi on vis i ting Okmulgee . 

38 



E X E C U T I V E 0 F F I C E. 

MUSKOGEE N TI OI , 

De cember 22nd , 1898 . 

I, ISPARliliCHER , Principal Chief of the Muskogee Nat i on , do 

hereby certify that the f oregoin g is an act of the National 

Council of sai d Nat ion passed at i ts DEC:ID.TBER , 1898 , session, 

and approved by me in my official character on 21st of DEDE1 ffiER 

1898, and I do hereby submit the same f'or the approval of the 

President of the Uni ted States under the provisions of the ct 

of Congress of June 7, 1897 (30 Stats., 62 , 84) , entitled , "An 

Act making appro pri at ions for the current and co nti ngent ex­

penses of the Indian Department , and for fulfilling treaty sti­

pulations with various Indian tribes for the f 'iscal year ending 

June thirtieth, eighteen hundred and ninety- eight , and for other 

purposes." 

IN V I TNES ·IHERE OF , I have hereunto signed my name as 

Principal Cheif of the Nuscog~e Nat ion on t hi s the 22nd day of 

DECEMBER, 1898, and caused the g reat seal of the Nat ion to bl§ af-

fixed. 

Isparhecher . 

PRIN . CHI EF 1IDSCOGBE N TI ON 

TTEST: 
D. c. •datson. 

National Secre tary. 

E CUT IVE IiA SIO , 

· ashington ••••••••••• • • · · · · • • • · .189 . • • • • • 

Approved: . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 



Ron. Tams Bixby 

COX & GIST, 
Lawyers , 

Pres . Dawes Comm. 

Muskoge e , I . T. 

Sir : 

Sapul pa , Ind . Ter., 
Jan . 24 , 1899 . 

30128-A 

I have the hono r to acknowledge the receipt of your favor 

at the 21st Inst . assur i ng me that our petition for the locat i on 

of a U. s . Count by Tre aty stipulation at Sapulpa will receive 

due considera t i on When the proper stage of the commission ' s del­

iberation is re a ched for which accept my thanks . 

I am my dear sir by their simple assurance embol.de nedc1
• t o 

make it t he subject of a personal and confidential communication 

t o you on our behalf of t he people of this locality , and if fur­

-ther apology i s ne cessar y it may be readi ly found in what I am 

about to relate. 

The utter isolat ion o f the regi on of country surroundi ng 

this t own can a t once be ween by a gl ance at the map of the Ind. 

Tery. and since t he e xtension of t he Frisco Ra ilroad placing us 

i n direct comm~~ic ation with Okl ahoma thereby affording increased 

f acilities for il l icj_t t r adi ng in whisky whi ch at all times flows 

like a river over a dis trict of co untry more than 1 0 0 mi les 

square in extent , r ender s drunkene ss ludeness and gaming far from 

being the e xce ption , but the rule by day and by ni ght . 

The visits of Fede r al off icers to nt he s e part s" are few 

and far between , usually their miss ion i s s_imply to serve a paper 

1'1~ 
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ot small importance, and when it is a subpoena for same one to 

appear bef?re the grand jury , then the devils take warning , and 

catch the first train going east on west and sometimes double 

on their track, always leaving an innocent on guard to apprise 

them of danger impending--real or imaginary . 

Not over two weeks since this town in the darkness of the 

night time was completely at the mercy of a howling drunken mob . 

Notwithstandi ng it is incorporated under the Arkansas s tateute , 

its impotency in protecting life and property is only too apparent , 

while the effort of its officers to preserve order and enforce the 

law is almost if not quite rutile . These people have been so long 

trom under the influence and restraint of law, that it requires 

a heavier and stronger hand than can be put forth by a efacto of fi­

cers of a quasi corporation to bring them into subjection , and 

suppress the liquor traffi c gaming, open and notorious ludeness- . 

It is utterly impos s ible for a farsical municipal government with 

nothing you may say behind it to afford even meager protection 

to ita citizens , and the result is that the better class--I mean 

the law abiding r es idents--are completely at the mercy of the law­

less, and dare not say a word . Besides when they are called on 

compelled to go to court either to transact their business or 

seek redress of grievances--they --many many of them at least 

must go over a 100 miles through a country without any well de­

tined roads, and unbridged water courses, which rather than 

encounter in numerous instances they sit down and guitly (Sic} 

submit to any and all sorts of indignities oppressions and in­

juries thosometimes-indeed too often perhaps-appeal to their win-

2175 
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chester rifle for redress rather than make a ·pilgrimage to the 

nearest court of j ustice more than a hundred miles distant when 

alone they have any show ot :.legal protection or to invoke the 

courts interf erence on their behalf--Then again the expense of 

so long a j ourney together with court costs prevents and deters 

good people from appealing to them for relief . Hence the neces­

sity for establishing here a better order of things is at once 

apparent. 

You will perseive that this appe al is made in the interest 

of law and order together for better business fasilities , and 

not for the unl terior purpose of subserving pecuniary interests 

which may f ollow collaterally the location of a court here . --And 

by which alo• other communities who are solicitous ·of getting a 

court are actu ated, I do not however wish to inpunge the motive of 

others, but t he facts are that they are alr~ady supplied with , 

or are within a atones t hrow of all the tribunal necessary for their 

convenience and protection, without any impe41ment of access on 

auoh at least as t hat which confronts the people of thds . t own , 

and surrounding country . 

This my dear s i r is but an epitone of the reasons and 

necessities tor a cour t at this place , but which it is hoped 

may be sufficient t o i nduce fa vor able action on our behalf by 

both Commissions, I have t he honor to be, 

Ver y respectfully , 
Your obt . sevt . 

W. R. Gist . 

(Endorsed) # 2175 Received Jan. 25, 1899. Commi ss ion t o Five 
!r1 ea. Muskogee, I .T. w. R. Gi s t. Sapul,a, I.T. 1/24/99. Rel 
to the establi*hing of a court. 



OFFIC E OF 
John H. Ki ng , Att orney at Law , 

Will practice before the different 
epartments of t he Go vernment , and Supreme 

Court of the Uni t ed States . 
Claims before congr ess a specialty . 

Feb. 4, 1899 · 

House Address : No . 7 H S t . N. ~ . 

State Agent for South Dako ta . 
Office : Glover Building . 

Home Office: 
Chamber l ain ,.s . D. 

Hon.Tams Bixby, 

My Dear S ir: 

Your t ele gram reed muchobliged. I wish you would do me 

the favor to tele gr aph me at my expense the minute you have agr eed 

in the Creek agreenent and then do me the furtm r favor to wr ite 

briefly its ne w mod i fi cations with any su gge s t ion you can make as 

to the date of t he Elec tion of t he Creeks . Ti me is becoming 

uncomfortably close and I fear t.he y do not: appreciate the Danger 

or de ley. 

Your s t ru l y , 

John H. King . 

(Endor sed) Union Agency Po . 2292 Re cd. Feb . 4 , 1899 J . H. King , 'lash i ng ton 
D.C.Jan.28 ,1899----Rel. to t re Creek Treaty . ----



EXECUTIV~ OFFICE ~USKOGEE NATION 

Hon . J . Ge ge ~ right, 
U. S. Indiqn Insne~tor 

Musko~ee , nd . er . 

Sir: 

I here h f Wf1. d for 

Okmul ee , 
1 ar r> h /3 

subrniss on to 

30138-A 

I. T. 
1 gqg 

the Pre ent 

approval the a ct s of Na i ona Coun,.. l whi ~ h r> n ene 

for 

on 

1 

his 

the 

_44 
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le;th and q, . 
1 rne on the st inst nt. Thr:tt bon Wr:tS ~ lea .. . 

for th n1 r> anv ssin.u the votes (> 8 t in ·h e r> ent ~ 

eler>t1on on P n PSti n o ~p ~~opt t n of i he q~r e ement 

he Cre ek ~n Da 'es Commissions , 

and an:n.o nnr> · n th r s11 t ; an 

bus ness a mi bt ,.. me before 
' 

Wh e ou are d ubtles s f 1 

AW~re of the r> ti n of the Connr> 1 , it s TJerhR:;>S Droner for me 

to ~ qt e s I do , tha in r> onse auen t of the very meag e n-

formation of the vot in o ul t on of e terms he greem nt, 

and the fq lure he b nk ~ s to reach a 1 of the se er-

al pre~inr>t s n me , the delqy i n r qnsmiss · on ben ~aused 

by tt e almost un r e r> _ente r> Old 'a q p h r> h 

o ho d an ele r> n . For th ' s 

reason it sest by .e nn~ 1 not :) ,.. .nnt he 

votes as r>Ast; s n,..e wha eve I ')1 be , r"' re wuld 

rema~n gro nns fo Ctissa i p he bel ' e f seems 

quite .l!.ener.q_J h t he .ure emen hAs bee r t f ' p , t h s 

neve~theless been e ~ided to s ubmit · nother vo e wh A. l 

ran ~qrtiripAt e n it unde stRndingl • I have t he r e fore called 
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ele,.tion tl ~e re on for e lst of May , after wh ~ namel; on 

the Counr'l w ll meet t o r anvas s , rount t he v 0 ~ s n 

aDnoun~e the r e s ul t. 

I have the honor o be 

H. M. Harg s (Si ~ne n 
Pr1v~te serre Rr y 

A. L . S. 
No. 4r--3 

V r y Rt s e r fu l y 

I sn11.rherher 

Pr ' n . Chief , M. N. 

Endorsement: Isparha r he P. C. M. N. Okmulge e , / ~3 
Transmits ar s of Cr ee k Na ional r ounr j] _r • 1 -

Copied GBD 
3/31/?.4 



Muscogee (Creek} Nati.on 

AN ACT 

301&0-& 
l 6 

TO DIRECT THE PRINCIPAL CHIEF TO REQ,DEST ON BEHALF OF THE CREEK 
NATION THAT THE ENFORCEME.NI' OF THE CITRTIS LAW IN THE CREEK 

NATION BE DEFERRED UNTIL ACTION ON THE RECENT CREEK 
AGREEMENT BY CONGRESS C.AN BE HAD , AND FOR OTRER PURPOSES. 

------------------
Be it enactei by the National Council of the Musco~ee Nation , 

!ha"t Whereas the failure of the agreement made and entere into 
by the Dawes Commission on the part of the Unite States , and the 
Creek Nation to receive attention by Co~ress has left the affairs 
et saii nation in an unsettlei and almost chaotic condition , and 
Whereas, it is the earnest desire of the members ·of the saii Creek 
Hation to iefer the enforcement of the t erms of the Curtis Act 
util action by Co~ress can be ha on the agreement mad~ With 
the Dawes Conunission, and 
Whereas, a stro~ effort by interests ot her than the Creek Nation 
is bein~ made to utilize the unoccupied port i on of our publi c 
tomaia amounting to aboutone & . a~ h alf millions acres of land 
which if successful, will in our opinion complicate and retard 
the just, speeiy ani satisfactory allotment of our lands , 
Therefore, the principal Chief is hereby authorized and directe 
t request on behalf of t he Creek Nf!t:ton. that t.te enforcement 
t the provisions of the Curtis Act in the Creek Nation be de­

terrei until action by Congress can be had on the agreement, made 
Oil the 1st of February,l899·, between the Creek Nation by its 
eommission ant the Dawes Commission representi~ the government 
of the Unitei States . 

Be it furtherenac tei, t ~ Principal Chief be further m­
powerei and iirected to enter on behalf of tbe Muscogee Nation , 
protest against the further introduction of forei~n cattle into 
aaii nation, and ~ainst t he leasing by individuals of said 
tribe of aay portion of the unoccupie domain of the 6reek Nation 
either far themselves or for non-c itizens . In the event the Sec­
retary or· the Interior shall ieem it Wisest. to utilize the 
uaoocupiei ~razin! lands of the Creek Nation by the occupancy 
thereof with cattle, then in that case , tbe Princ i pal Chief is 
hereby authorizea and directed to urge that such leases be made 
iirectly with the said Creek Nation to e xten only until t he 
30th of November,l899, all royalties arisi ng therefrom being 
for the benefit of the whole Creek Nation . 

Be it further enaotei that the Principal Chief be , and is 
hereby authorized and directed to adopt such steps as will cause 
these resolutions to be properly presented to the Secretary of 
the Interior a t the earliest possible &ate . 

.t.P.JioKELLOP, 
Clerk. 

J.A.Alexanier, 
Clerk. 

T .E .PROCTOR, 
AotiD! Private Secy. 

Adopted March 18,1899. 
Wm . A. SAPULPA 

Spkr.House of varriors. 

Concurred in March 20th,l899 . 
G.A.Alexander 

Prest . House of Kin~s. 

Approved March 20th,l899, 
ISP .ARHECHER 

Prin.Chief . M. N. 
EXECUTIVE MANSION, ashington , Apr .ll,l899 

Disapprovei; WILLIAM McKINLEY. 
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! HoDorable 

Department of the Interi or, 

OFFICE OF INI[AN AFFAIRS , 
Washing ton , 

Apr i l 3 , 1899 . 

The Secretary of the Interi or . 

Sir; 

Enolosei hereWith - i s a report of March 22 , 1899 , from Inspector 

l ri!;ht, transmi tti n~ an act of· the Creek Council authorizing the 

Principal Chief to request , on behalf of the Creek Nation , that 

the enforcement of the Curt is law in that Nation be deferr until 

aetioD on the recent Creek a~reement by Congress can be ha j ani 

tor other purposes . The Department has heretofore advised the 

Creek authorities through the Inspector t ha t it ha no iscret ion 

ill suspeniin~ t he Cur tis act until some other law is passe by 

CoJl!ress or an agr eement i s reache an ra tif ie With t he Creek 

Nation suspenii~ t he operations of the act , 

The Creek a~re ement is pen i~ in Congress an by that agree­

M:a.t it is provi e d to make allotments to the citizens of the 

Nation ~rantin~ to t hem a l l the title in t he land , mineral or 

therWise, embraced it hi n their allotments . The Curtis act 

authorizes the leasin~ of mineral lan s in tbc Creek and Cheroke 

Ration under rules and r egulat i ons to be prescribed by tbe Secre­

tary or the Interior. These l eases , if they were made for the limit 

t time authorized by the l aw, mi ght interfere with the granting 

t title to the allottees under t he agreement should it be 

atitied. But on examina tion of t he l aw , i t will be seen that 

like the Choctaw and Chickasaw agr eement, the time for which 

a lease is to run is not fixed, but it is pr ovi ded that they shall 
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. )e t r a period no longer than f i fteen years . Of course , under 

'his prortsion, a le a se i n the Creek or Cherokee Nation for mining 

purposes may be made f or a less period than fifteen years . This 

ottioe does not tmref are see that any harm Wi 11 be done by the 

execution or sec t ion 13 in t he Creek and Cherokee Nations with . . ' 
a provision in each co n tract of lease that it shall run for 

fifteen years unless by a duly ratified agreement· wit h the Indians 

or by law of Congress, t he allottees becom3 entitled to the miner­

al in allotments, when t he lease shall expire on the comple tion 

ot individual allotmen ts or the issuance of patents by the pro­

per authorities to t he all ottees. 

This, it is thought, i s the only provision in the Curtis 

act which in its execution ,. pending the ratificat.ion of the 

agreement, would wor k any s erious hardship or create confusi on , 

and if executed as above suggested , even this danger would be 

ob'Yiated. 

!he office is theref ore of the opinion t hat the Creek authori­

~1es should be advised t ha t there will be no unnecessary delay in 

tile execution of the Curtis act in the Creek Nation on ·account 

t the pendency of their a greement , but t ha t in such execution 

the Department will endeavor to s o carry out the law as not to 

embarrass or contuse future title s or rights in the Nation , in 

the event of the ratification of .the pending agreement . 

With re~ect to the ma tter of permitti ng the Creek Nation it­

Belt to make leases tar grazing purpos e s and to pr ohibit indivi­

dllala from leasing, it 1s sugge ste d that the Department has no 

Jower to do such things, and that by s o d oing , it v.oul d i tself 
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ate t be 1 aw. 

Very re~ectfully, 
Your obedient servant, 

A.C .TONNER, 

Acting Commissioner • 

... 



The President, 

Sir; 

Washington, April 8,1899. 

I have th~ ~onor to submit herewith for execut ive a ction, 
under the prov1s1on of the Act of Congress approved June 7 1897 
(30 Stat.,~2-84) 'nan act of the National Council of t he Cr~ek ' 
Nation en t1 tled, An Act to direct the pr incipal Chief of the 
Creek Nation that the enforcement of the Curtis law in the 
Creek Nation be deferred until action on the recent Creek agree­
ment by Congres s can be had , and for other purposes."-

Sai~ Act in its preamble recites t he fa ilure of Congr~ss to 
take act1on upon t he agreemant made With said Nation of February 
1st last, and t he attempt by non- citizens "to utilize t he unoccu­
pied·· portion" of t he public domain of said Nation and it then 
directs the Princ ipal Chief to request "that the ~nfor cemen t of 
the Curtis Act in t he Creek Nation be deferred until act ion by 
Congress can be had" on said agreeme nt . 

The Act further directs the Principal Chief "to protest against 
the further introduction of foreign cattle into said Nation, and 
against the leasi ng by individuals of said tr~ be of any unoccu-
pied domain of the Creek Nation either for t hemse lves or for 
non-citizens," but if t he Secretary of the Interior shall de-
cide that tha best interests of the Nation shall be subserved by 
leasing said unoccup ied lands for grazing purposes , then such leases 
shall be made directly wi th the Creek Nat ion and terminate on 
November 30,1899, the royalties arisi ng from said leases to be 
for the benefit of t e whole Creek at i on. 

The U.S.India n Inspector , in forwarding said Ac t , refers to 
sections 16 and 23 of the Act of Congres s approved June 28,1898 , 
(30 Stat.,495) and the regulat ions issued thereunder by tbe Depart­
ment on October 7,1898. eference is also made to executive action 
on "a similar Act , "which as disapproved on January 18 t h l ast , 
but, with reference to le as ing mineral lands , th e I ndian Inspe c­
tor recommends , 

"that no mineral leases be entered into, a s should same be 
granted and a subsequent agr eement or lav render them null and 
Void lessees would have gone to considerable expense in es tab­
lishing plants etc., \vithou t deriving any benef its therefrom; 
and, rurthermo~e, mi gh t lead to compli cations and annoyance in 
alloting such tracts .of land." 

The Acting Conunissioner of Indian Affair~ , i n for warding 
said communication, calls at tention to the fact that 

"The Department has he retofore advised the Creek authori­
ties through t he Inspector that it had no discretion in suspend­
ing the Curtis Act until some othe~ ~aw ~ passed by Congr~ss 
or an agree:rmn t is reached and rat1f1ed w1th the Creek Nat1on 
suspending the operations of t he Act." 

With reference to the leasi ng of mineral l ands the Acting Com­
missioner suggests that under the provisi ons of section 13 of 
said Act of June 28 1898 "tbe tiDE for hich a le ase is to run 
is not fixed but it is provided tba t theY s bal l be for a period 
no longer th~ fifteen years," ani he says thatit (sic) does 
not appear,-
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•tha t any harm Will be Cbne by the execution of section 13 in 
t.t8 Creek and Cherokee Nations , wi ih a provl sion in each contract 
~lease thatit (sic) shall run f ·or fifteen years unless by 
a d~:y ratif'ied agree:rren t with the Indians or by law ar Co~ress , 
the allottees be~me entitled to tre mireral in allotments , 
when 'the lease shall expire on the completion of individual 
allotments or t he issuance of patents by the prop3 r authorities 
t t.t. allot tees." 

In re gard to the question at' permitting the Creek 
Nation to make leases for grazing purposes and to prohibit. 
indiTiduals from leasing , the Acti ng Commissioner suggests , 
•Tha t the Dep artne nt has no power to do such things , and that 
lty so doirg, it would itse lf violate the law . " 

In view af tbe previous action of tie Department and of the 
Exeoutive in disapproving "a similar Act , " on January 18th 
last, I ba.ve to reconnnend that said ~ct be ~ sapproved. 

A copy af the report of the· ACt].Dg CommlSSlOD3 r , together 
with said letter of t h e Inspector , is enclosed herewith. 

Ind.Ter. Di v. 
910..1899. 

3 enclosures. 

Respectfully , 

(signed) E. A. Hitchcock, 
Secretary. 



D E P A R T M E N T 0 F T H E I N T E R I 0 R, 

vashirg ton. 

April 14,1899 • 

J .George Wright, 
U.S.Indian In~ectar 

tor the Indian Terri tory, 
Mus cogee ,Indian Terri tory. 

Sir; 

On the 8th instant the Depar1ment submitted to the Presi­

dent tor e:xecu ti ve action under the provision of the Act of 

Congress approved June 7,1897, {30 Stat., 62-84) ~ an act of the 

National Council of the Creek Nation entitled ; "An Act to direct 

~he principal chief to request on behalf of the Creek Nation 

that the entar cement o:r· the Cur tis l aw in the Creek Nation 

be deferred until action on the recent Creek agreement by 

Congress can be had, and for other pl..Ir.p.oses . " 

On account of the previous action of t m Department and 

f the Executive in disapproving "a s imilar act" on 3anuary 18th 

last relative to the suspension of the Act o:f Congr ess approved 

Zune 88 ,1898, (30 Stat., 495}, the Department recommended that 

this act be disapproved. In t .he depa rtmen t a l letter recommend-

ing disapproval your reco!Ili12ndation was quoted ; 

"that no mineral leases be entered into, as should same 
be granted and a subsequent a greenent or la.w render them null and 
'Yoid, lessees would have gone to considerable expense in establish­
ing plants, etc. without deriving any benefits therefrom; and, 
turthermcre, migtt lead to complications and annoyance in allott­
ing such tracts of la. nd." 

The Act 1ng Commissioner in reporting upon your said recommenda­

tion expresses the opinion that no -

"harm will be dane .by the execution of section 13 in the 
Creek and Cherokee Nations, with a proVision in each contract 
of lease that it shall run for fifteen years unless by duly 
ratified agreement with the Indians or by law of Congreas , the 
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all t ees become entitled to tm mineral in al_lotments when the 
lease shall expire on t he completion of i ndividual all~tments 

~he issuance of patents by the proper au thori ties to the allot-
te •• . 

You were directed by the Department on the 22nd ultimo to 

rep rt -

the number and character of the mineral leases made by the 
authorities of said Nations (Creek 8llld Cherokee} , the length of 
time they have to run under their tribal ]ll ws or customs ; the 
amount ot royalty agreed to be paid , and also W:lether tre lessees 
are operating the mines under their 1e ases or licenses , and also 
whether tie y have made valuable improvements upon t he lands and 
the extent of the sane . " 

You have advised the Department tmt the ·tribal authorities 

have been reqmsted to :zmke the report to you . As soon as said 

report shall have been received , too Department Will t hen 

determine what action will be taken with reference to the mineral 

leases in said Nations . It is desirable tba.t said report shall 

be made as soon as possible • 

. You wi 11 transmit t he said departmental 1e tter of April 8 th 

recoiDDBnding t he disapproval. of said act to the Executive Secre­

tary of said Nation . 

A copy o~ the Commissioner' s report is enclosed herewith . 

Said act will be transmitted to the office of Indian Affairs 

~o be kept therein as heretofore. 

Respectfully , 

Ind.Ter Div. 
g&0-99. 

2 enclosures. 
Through the 

Commissioner of Indian Aftairs. 

E. A. Hitchcock . 

Secretary. 

(Endorsed) Union Agency No .ll6 Received Apr . 20 ,1899 Offi~e of 
U.S.Ind1an Inspector for Indian Territory. Vashingt on , Apr1l 14 , 
lBg~. Secretary.----Disapproves Act of Creek Nat i on relative to 
enforcement ot Curtis Bill.----



December 1~ , 1899 

Muscogee (Creek) Nation . 

AN A C T. ---

!o provide for pay· of S . J . Haynes ' services before the 

Dawes Commission. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSCOGEE 

NJ.TION: 

That there be and is hereby appropriated out of the 

general funds, not otherwise appropriated , the sum of One Hun­

ired Forty-four ($144 . 00) Dollars in favor of s. J . Haynes to 

compensate h i m for services rendered the Nation under appoint­

ment t~ the Principal Chief in accordance with section 7, 

page 25 of law book edition 1893, to enter objections against 

non-citizens fili ng , for thirty-six days at Four ($4 o00) Dol­

lars per day. The same to be paid out under such rules and 

regulations as shall be prescribed by the Secretary of the 

Interior. 

Approved and signed by P. Porter , Principal Chief , on 

December t welfth, 1899 ; approved by the President of the 

United States on J anuary thirteenth, l900 o 

(Endorsed) Union Agency, Muskogee , Oklahoma--a- 53--Pleasant Portera 
enera1 letters. 
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DEPART MENT OF THE I NTERIOR , 
ashington. 

July 27 , 1900. 

n1ted States Indian Inspector 

1r: 

. tor t~ Indian Terri tory , 

Muscogee, Indian Terri tory. 

The De par tmen t is in re ce ip t of your communi cation of the 

"th instant, in which you transmit a letter from tm United 

States Indian Agent at the Union Agency, dated the 17th instant , 

1n rete'reooe to a certain temporary injunc t ion granted by Ron . 

John R.Thoms , Judge of tm United States oourt for too Northern 

District of tbe Indian Territory, r estraining the officers of the 

CoverJlllent from interfering with t~ property of a Creek citizen. 

You report that it appears from said Agent ' s letters and 

coompanying papers that a certain Creek citizen inclosed a 

ct of tm public domain of t he Creek Nation with wire fen ce 

prior to the selection of prospective allotments ; t hat hen said 

1-tizen made his selection he did not include tm tract on which 

his renee was looated but which was selec ted by another citizen ; , 
\ha~ afterwards the citizen owning such fence was allowed a 

cified time to remove said fence and wh ich he promised to do , 

t failed to keep his promtse; that said Indian Agent dire cted 

Policeman to rEillove said fence , at which time too citizen 

lied to and obtained from tbe United States court a temporary 
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1njunetion restraining said Agent and other officers from remov­

S.ng or attempting t o ranove any por t i on of said fence . 

You state that the c ourt holds practically "that the curtis 

"Act is unconstitutional; but t ha t even i f same was valid there 

•had as yet been no allotment in the Creek Nation, no r was it 

•shown t hat the land s on whic h the fence had been place d was 

"more than the citi zen's pro rata sbare , n and besides t hat the 

~ribal law allowed a ci tizen to go upon the public domain an d 

make improvements t h ere on, which became a vested property right 

of such citizen whic h could not be taken from him , except by 

"due process of l aw," and that an act o f Congress was not due 

process of law, and that s aid "Curtis Act" was i noperative 

because the Creek Na t i on had not entered into an agreement 

authorizing t he allotnent of their co mmon property. 

You state that i n v iew of the a ction of the court no further 

proceedings will be t ak en in such rna tters until further instructed 

or until after a final hearing is had and the injuncti on dissolved 

or made permanent. 

The Commissi oner of I ndian Affair s transmitted your sai d 

report and inclosur e s on t he 25th i nstant , and states that the 

Indian Office has no i nformat i on rel at ive to the case other than 

that conta.i ned in your r ep ort, and no copy of tha opinion rendered 

by Judge Thomas has be en fur nished , "nor is the office advised 

whether or not an appe a l h a s been asked for on behalf of the 

"Government. n 
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He reco mmends tha t, "J.. f th D e apartment deems it proper ' n 

you be instructed t o request the United States District At torney 

for the orthe rn District of the Indian Terri tory to cause an 

appeal to be taken from said decision. 

He furt her invites the attent ion of the Department to its 

letter of June 28th last , transmitting a copy of the opinion of 

the Assistant t torney General for the Interior Department r en­

dered on June 26th , same year , upon pract ically the same question , 

wherein said officer stated : 

"Under the circumstance s , I am of the opinion that 

No action should be taken in the premises at this time , 
but that this Department should proceed with the adminis­
tration of the act , leaving the question as to its 
const itut ionality and tbe authority to proceed there ­
under to be determined when it shall be raised in 
connec tion with soma action taken in compliance ith 
its requ irements . " 

It does not ~pear in the papers before the Department 

that a fina l hearing has been had in t he case . If final a cti on 

has been taken by the court in which the court still adheres 

to the opinion that the act of Congress approved June 28 , 1898 

(30 Stat.,495), is "unconstitutional" and wholly inoperative 

in the creek Nation , t he Departmen t is of the opinion that you 

should request the United States Attarrey :for said distri ct 

to take an appe a l to t he proper appellate tribunal . 

A copy of the report of the Commissioner of Indi an Affairs 

is inclosed hereWith. 

Ind.Ter.Div. 
2460-~900. 
1 inclosure. 

Respectfully, 

Tho.R.Ryan 

Acting Secretary. 
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orsed) Uni on Agen c y No . 960 Received Aug . 3 , 1900 Office 
u.s .Indian I nsp ec tor for Indian rrerritory . ~ashington , D.c. 

t!Jl, 1900. Secre t ary.----At t arney Inspector should request 
.Attorney to take appeal from decision of Judge Thomas as to 

Dlt1tut1onality of Curt is Act.----



30262-A 

- 2-

AN ACT 

Appropriati ng Two Thousand Three Hundred twenty­

tour do)llars to pay Janes R . Gregory, Mrs . s ue 

M. Rogers and Abraham Kernels for services ren­

dered as representatives of the Creek Nation 

before the Dawes Commission . 

Be it en a c ted by the National Council of the Muskogee 

Nation: That there be and is hereby appropr iated, out of 

the gene-ral fu nd of the Muskogee Nation. , the S'lllJil of Two 

'thousand Three Hundred & twent y-:four ($ 2324 . 00) dollars , 

being payment for services rendered by James R . Gregory, 

Jrrs. Sue M. Rogers and Abraham Kernels , Committee to 

represent t h e Cr eek Nation before the Dawes Commission, at-

Muskogee, as follows : 

James R. Gregory , 106 days at $4 . 00 per day , $ 424 . 00 

Mrs. Sue M. Rogers ,_ 353 days at $4 . 00 per day , 1412 . 00 

Abraham Kernels , 122 days at $4 . 00 per day, 488 . 00 
$2324 . 00 . 

Said sums to be paid in accordance with such rules and 

regulations as may be prescribed by tm Secretary of tre, 

In-terior for t h e d i sbursement of Creek fUnds . 

A.P . McKellop 
Cle :r'k. 

Lee McNevins 
Cle rk. 

.ATTEST: 
W.S.Fears 

Acting Priva te Secretary. 
----Pleasant Porter--a-72----

Adopted October 29 , 1900 . 

.Amos Mcintosh 
Speak.er House Warriors , 

Concurred i n November 3, 1900 . 

T. W. Perryman 
Pres id.en t , House of Kings . 

Appr oved November 3 , 1900 • 
P . Porter-Principal Chie f. 
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR , 
United States Indian Inspector 

Far 

D-1441-'00 
.let No. 31. 

Ind ia.n Terri tory , 

Muscogee, I nd.T., Dec . lO,l900. 

Honorable P. Porter, 

"*'Sir: 

Principal Chief, Creek Nation , 

Mus kogee:t Indian Terri to·r y , 

You are respectfully advi sed that an a c t of the National 

Council of the Creek Nation approved by yourself on De cember 

3, 1900, and entitled -

ltA,n act appropriating $2324 to pay James R.· Gregory, 

Mrs. Sue M. Rogers and Abraham Kernels , for serVices 

reniered as representatives of the Creek Na t i on before 

the Dawes Commission", 

- was submi tteq. by the Honorable Secretar y of the· Int erior to 

the President of the United States for e xecut ive act i on on 

December 1, 1900, was duly approved up on t he same da t e and has 

been placed on file in the Office of Indi a n Affa irs a t Wash­

ington. 

Very res:t:e c tfully , 

J . Geo . Wright, 

U. s . Indian I nspector , 

for Indian Terri tory . 

60 

(IDtorsed) Union Agency ,Muskogee ,Oklahoma .--a-72-- Pleasant Porter' 8 

~al. letters. 
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EXECUTIVE OfflCE MUSKOO.EE r TIO .,. 

Mess. Tams Bixby 

A.s. oKennon and 

T.B.Needles 

Comm.is s ione r s , 

Gentlemen; 

Okmulgee , I . T. 

De c . 15t h , l 898 

Your letter of t he 13th inst . requesting a confe r ence for 

the PUI!>ose of nego tiating for the purchase of 200000 acres of 

Creek lands f or the benefi t of the Sem~nole nation has been 

duly received, and I have this day l aid the matter before the 

council now in sess i on , and as soon as they shall take ction 

thereon I will a dvi s e you of too same , I am , 

n.c,.. atson , 

Pri v. ecy. 

Very re~e c tfully , 

I spa r hecher 

r i n • Chi e f . II . N. 

{Endorsed) Union Agency No . 1681 Comndssion to f ive Tribes- reed . 
Deo.l6,1898---Isparhecher,Mus?ogee , I . T . Dec ~l5 !1898----Has laid 

f'ore the Council communicat1on from Commlss1on rel . purchase 
ot 200000 acres for Seminoles .----
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.iusk ogee , I o T., Sep t 22 , 1902 

Kon. Roley l.!cin tosh , 

Fame , I . T. 

Dear Sir : 

I n pursuance of an a gr e ement betteen the Cherokee , Choc taw and 

eminole Chiefs and myself , a Counc il for conference is to be 

held i n South GcAles t er begi nning on the 2 · t h of September , and 

I hereby notify you that you are appointed as one of the con­

ferees to represent t he Creek ·at i on and are earn estly r eqw sted 

t o be present at Sout h LcAlester on the 26 t h i nst . 

Yours trul , 

P . Porter , 

r i n . Chi ef • 

.:uskogee .- . T . 0ep t . 2 2 , 1902 

Foster , I . T . 

Dear Sir : 

In pursuance of an a greemen t b e t 1ee n t he Chero kee , Choc ta 1 and 

inole Chiefs and mysel f , a Council for conference is t o b e hel d 

1n outh McAlester beginning on the 26th of Sep tembe r , and I here by 

ao tty you that you are appo inted a s one of t he conferee s to repre ­

"t.be Creek Nation an d are earnestly re ques te d to be p r s ent 

outh McAlester on the 26th i nst . 
Yours truly- - .Porter 

rin . Chief . 
--~~~sed) Union Agency press book , genera l letters . Porter . Letter 

-•au.eA.ugee , Oklahoma . 
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·~uskogee , r . r· ., Lep t . 23 , l 02 

B:ulbutter ,.icco , 

e ka , I .T. 

I an in receipt of r eplies f ro m Gov . Duke of t he Choc tavr 

and Gov . Bui'fingto 1 of the Cherokee ifati on , approvi ng t he 

1 ot convention of the hief' and leading .J.En-: of t 1eir na · on 

cu"h cAl ester on t :e 2~ th i ns t . . s ye t have no response 

the Governor of the Chickas 1 :ati on but pr esume he \; i 1 be 

sent . 

Roping to meet you and s ome of your lec~d.ing men at that 

t , I am , 

.L espe ctfull , 

• orte r , 

ri ncipal Chi ef Cree~ :ation • 

. Dukes , 
I .T. 

. :uskogee JJ I •• r•ept . 23 , 1902 

in receipt of r ep lies from Gov . Buffinr;ton of Cheroke e a-

Gov . Hulbutter .:ic co of the 0 eminole r ation , approving ·the 

onvention of t he Chief s and lcadin men of t heir Nation 

on the 26th inst . s yet I have n ot heaL d 

of Chickasa r ;ation but rv s ume lle i ll be present • 

to meet you and so e of ·our leadi ng wen t tlla t date , 

es ectrull , f 
~ ort r r;t.l • h i e • 
.J.. • ' 

am , 



) Union ency 
ter 2g3 . ~us:-:o 

- 2-

boo , er 
... lahoma . 

1.64 

le t t c s , b r i nc i pa l 
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Muskogee, I . T., Sept . 29 , 1902 

GoY.T.M.Buttington 

Prin.Chie:f Cherokee Nation 

Tahlequah, I.T. 

Dear Sir:-

At a meeting of the Chiefs and leading men of each Nation at 

th McAlester, a conclusion as reached , in as much as there 

was not a tull. meeting on t~ 26th inst ., that it would be advis­

able to take no def1ni te action in regard to the matter of adopting 

a definite policy tor ourselves to guide us in reachit\g statehood , 

but to ask a convention of too chiefs of the Five Civilized Tribes 

to meet on t~ 15th of October,. 1902 with such numbers of their 

leading men as each Nation may think proper , at South McAlester . 

'rherefore, we jointly, Chiefs of the Creek and Seminole 

Kat1oDB, do .be~eby call a meeti:t:\g at the time and place above 

stated. We trust you will take suc h action as will secure a full 

meeting at the conference aforesaid . 

Respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin .Chie f~Creek Nation 

Hulbutter Micco 
Prln. chief-Seminole Nation . 

or ed) Union Agency Press book, general l .etters , Principal 
t. Letter 302.Muskogee, Oklahoma. . 
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c tober , 1902. . 

I'r RESOLV.wD Y 'i OUNC I W 'lriE I 

That t he ri cipa1 C i f of th usko ati on b , and i s 

h eby , request d acco an th d 1e ates to b a oi ted t o 

present said at i on a t t h o venti on , to be h l d a t 'out 

oJli ster , I .T., o t h 1 t day of ctober , 1 02 , of t e i ve 

1 1li zed Tribe s of t e ndian ~ r itor ; the sai d rinci al 

Chief to have au t hori t s i mi 1 i ar to tl at of t ot e r resenta-

1Tes of t h i s ?at i on , and o be - officio hair an of sai d 

d l egati on : t e actu 1 ~ ses of said r i nc i a1 i f to be 

pai d out of t e a propriati o h r t ofor mad f or th i nciden a1 

xpenses of t ..C: cuti 

.&..P. oKellop 
Cl rk. 

oNevi ns 
Cle r k . 

ff ic for the y a 1901- 02 o 

0 t c • ' 1 9 2 . 

os .~.c ntos 
p aker • of ~ o 

oncurr d in ct .. 9 , 1 02 . 

T •• er r an 
es . • of 

• orter 

r i n . Chi ef usl·o e 

0 

l asant Porters gener al l et t er s - - h--

ati on . 

66 
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A R E O L U TION 

October 23 , 1902. 

Jppropriating Five Hundred ( 500 ) Dol l ars , or such part the reof 

as may be neces sary , t o defray t he expenses of delegates to confer 

.tth representatives of other nations o 

-------
Bl IT ENACTED BY THE ATI ONAL COUNCIL OF THE MU KOGEE NATION : 

· That t he sum of Five Hundred ($500 ) Dollars , or s o much 

thereof as ma y be necessary , be and the same is hereby appropri a t ­

d to defra y t he expenses of the delegates , appointed under a 

resolution of t he at i onal Counc il of October 22 , 1902 , t o visit 

the Choctaw, Ch ickasaw and Cherokee Nations . 

BE IT FURT ~ RE OL ~D , That said appropriation shall 

also be applicabl e t o def r ay the e:x;penses o:f the representati ve s 

ot the Creek Nat i on t o such c onvention as may be agr eed upon t o 

be held by t he Five Ci vilized Nati ons of the I ndian Territory. 

Said expenditure s shall be accounted for ·by voucher to tbe Pri nci-

pal Chief o 

J..P . lloKellop 
Cle rk . 

Lee McNevins, 
Clerk . 

Adopted October 23 , 1902 . 

Amos Mcintosh 
peake r House of 
ar r i ors . 

Concurred in October 23 , 1902 . 

T. .Perryman , 
President Hous e of Kings . 

Approv ed October 23, 1902 . 

P . Por ter , 

Pri ncipa l Ch ie f , Musk . Nationo 

do~d) Union Agency , Musk ogee , Okl ahoma .--a- 108--Pl e asan t Porter ' s 
ral letters. 



Konorable Houses of 

Kings and ~;-arriors . 

ntl.emen : 

Olanulgee , I . T., Oct . 23~1902 . 

30882-B 

_168 

In accordance \Vith your resolut ion of Oct . 2,2nd , l902 , direct-

1ng me to nominate f or your confirmati on t~ o suitable persons as 

legates , each , to t he Choc taw, Chickasa v, and Che rokee Nati ons , 

I hereby nominate , 

For delegates t o t he hoc ta Tation , 

-illiem cCombs , 

Lawyer Deer . 

For delegates to t he Chickasa 

Amos ·"cinto s h , 

at i on , 

John Goa t . 

For delegates to t l~ Cherokee ati on , 

Cheese "cintosh, 

Louis cGilva . 

es:pe ctfully submi t ted , 

P . Por t er ~ 

Pr in . Chi ef . 

aaant Porters genera l letters . --d--
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Beoord of vote on nomi nati ons of the Pri nci pal Chi ef for del­

ecation.s to Choctaw, Chic a sa , and Cherokee a t i on s , i n t he 

Rouse of Warrior s , ctober 23" 1902 . 

For Choctaw Del egati on , 

lilli am eC ombs , 

Lawyer Deer e , 

Far Chickas aw Dele gation , 

Amos oint osh , 

John Goat , 

Far Cherokee Delegat i on , 

Chee s e ~c intosh , 

Loui s McGilbra , 

pro 

69 

52 

69 

67 

64 

60 

Amos cintosh 

con 

7 

5 

5 

9 

.&.. P .MoKe~lop 
Cle r l<: . 

peaker House of arriars . 

Art'ency. ~uskoge e , Ok lah oma . --Pl e asant orsed) Union .oo , 
orter s general 

"" rs . - - d--
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Muskogee , I . T., Nov.l,l902 

Gor.Green McCurtain, 

Gov.Chootaw Nation, 

Tushkahomma,I.T . 

Dear Sir:-

The Creek represent atives to your nation returned on yesterday 

and reported to me tha. t you had agreed with them to call a conven­

tion at some tine during this month , perhaps the 20th, at Eufaula , 

Creek Nation, which was satisfactory to me . This morning the 

representatives of the Creek Nation to the Chickasaw Nation have 

returm d with a resolution passed by the legislature of the 

Chickasaw Nation, appointing delegates t o represent their Nation 

at tb.e Convention of t.be Five Nations to be called by you . They 

turther state to me that Gov. Mosely of the Chickasaw Nation ex­

pressed a preference that the convention be called to meet at 

Okaulgee, the capital o:r the Creek Nation, and informed them that 

be would not if' y you of it • 

ith this information I wish to e:x;press my gratification 

at 'the results accomplished thus far in securing a convention 

md to advise you that should you call the convention at Okmulgee 

instead or Eufaula, that it will be entirely satisfactory to me . 

I • o:t the opinion that it would be best that the call be :is sued 

tm.d1ate1y so that the delegates that I am to send to the Cherokee 

Counoil, which will meet Monday, may be inforn:ed as to the time 

place tb.e oonventi on is to be held. 

The c reek Council will be in session on Nov.l8th and will 

••P.Porter press book.ltr.314.--
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ontinue fifteen da.ys, and it will be gratifying to the Council 

to have the convention while their Council is in session at 

oaulgee. 

Respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin . Chief--Creek Nation . 

ral letters by Principal 
( orsed) Union Agency press book, gene 
Chiet. Letter 314. MUSkogee,Oklahoma. 



Qo'Y, Green McCurtain, 

Prin.Chief Choctaw Nat i on , 

Sans Bois, I.T. 

s :-
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uskogee , I . T., arch 18 , 1903 

I have the honor to ackno ledge receipt of yours of too 14th 

1Dat. The suggestions made tP,erein are entirely in accord i th 

1 own "fiews in the matter. I would suggest that after hearing 

t '\he Chiefs at t~ other Nations, that you call a convention 

ot the Chiefs for t re purpose of a conference , at some early 

4 te, and should it be detenn.ined that the Indian Nations them-

a 1'1'ea propose a plan upon hich to organize a gpvernmen t for the 

rrltary Embraced by than , in my judgment it ould be best for 

th• to make considerable time in order to lay t.be :foundations of 

go"feruaent on such a broad basis as ·11 embrace not only the 

J aent interests of "tile people of the Indian Terri tory , but the 

in erests t.ba t the gro 1ng pos si bilit y of a state ould make 

ne es ary. 

J.t tbe conference of the Chiefs , when c a.lled by you , the 

t1on as to whether we would better attempt it distinctively 

an Indian people, looking to too broade r interests of the 

1t1zens of the state , caring for all alike , should be 

ered. The thought suggests itself that after agreeing 

oursel'1'es on a proposed state constitution embracing our 

1torJ. had e not better conrer with the residents of our 

o r press book.ltr.408.--
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.. ,!IW'l,Q'IJ not Indian, and with a vie of embracing the interests 

ell the people of the terri tory in the organization o:r the 

:posed tate. 

I 

Thanking you tor your kindly suggestions and assuring you 

t., hearty co-operation in the subject matter of your letter , 

' 
Very respectfully , 

P . Porter , 

Prin. Chief . Creek Nation . 

al letters by Principal -~v.r ed) Union Agency press book, gener 
t. l.e'tter 408. Muskogee, Oklahoma . 
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Muskogee , I . T., July 16 , 1903 

• !. K. Buffington, 

Chief Cherokee Nation, Vinita, I . T . 

Dear Sir:-

J.t the Eutaula conventi on , one of the resolutions passed 

provided that there should b e an xecutive Committee appointed to 

:re at their respective Nati ons in carrying out the purpc:s es 

ed upon at the convention . 

At a call meeting of s a i d executive Committee , only four of 

Rations were r epresented, viz : Choctaw, Chic kasaw, CreEk and 

..... ~~ole, and an organization perfected . As Chief of the Chero-

ation, it was expected that you would appoint a member of 

that lttecutiTe Committee r rom your Nation . 

I would earnestly request that you appoint such person and 

notitrllr. • H. Ainsley of Sout h McAlester , chairman of the Com­

llit • ot your appointn:ent. It is very necessary that the work 

at the Committee be begun at once i n view of the fact that op-

J iDS elements in tbe country. are now organizing for t.be pu11>ose 

ot hwarting our efforts in securing statehood especially for the 

IDI1~ Territory, at the time of the di ssolution of tribal govern-

• 
o tar as I am able to Je arn, t .he agreement made by the 

tat1~s ot the five nations, is endorsed by the people 

~ pective nations. r can say with cer tai n t y that t he 

ple and the inhabitants of the Creek Nati on , i n a large 

J tavar separate statehood and opposes uniting wi t h Okla-

pr sa book.ltr.428.--
------------------------------------------~ 
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I hope you will act in this matter i mmediately. 

Respectfully yours , 

P .Porter , 

Pri n . Chier Creek Nation . 

P. • ll7 attention has been called to this matter by Mr. Alex 

Posey, Treasurer of the Executive Committee . 

) Union Agency press book, gene r a l letters by Principal 
't"-r 428 0 Muskogee ,Oklahoma . 

';;5 



JIICUTIVE OFFICE, 
kogee Nation. 

Okmulgee , Ind .Terr . 
Nov o24,1903 . 

TO THE HOUSE OF KINGS AND WARRIORS: 

Gentlemen: 

30884-C 

At the Eufaula Convention of Chiefs and Representatives 

ot the Five Civilized Tribes , May 24th , l903 , the accompanying 

preamble and resolution was adopted touching the question of 

Separate Statehood for the Indian Territory and plans and 

means by which to reach it . 

The provisions of the resolution requires the Executive 

ot each Nation to recommend it in his Annual Message and in 

accordance therewith , I herewith present the resolution with 

the request that you give it your faborable consideration . 

However, as the Creek People have adopted the policy of Inde­

pendent Statehood for the Indian Territory , an election by the 

people does not seem necessary but instead thereof , I earnestly 

recommend that you provide for the appointment of t wenty repre­

sentatives for t he Creek Nation to meet the representatives 

ot the other nations as provided in the aforesaid resolution , 

1n convention, for the purpose of framing a constitution, under 

proT1Sions or which a government should be established for the 

Indian Territory, March 4,1906. 

I herewith enclose a draft of a Memorial to be adopted by 

the Annual Councils of the Five Civilized Tribes , to the various 

BILIGIOUS AND TEMPERANCE ORGANIZATIONS OF THE UNITED STATES , 

asking their aid . in securing Separate Statehood for the Indian 

!erritory, with provisions in the constitution of said state 

prohibiting the introduction and sale of spiritous liquors in 

----a-86----Pleasant Porter--
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tate when organiz ed. 

recommend that you pass this memorial and provide a small 

y_ • .,.,\"',.iation enabling the Executive Commit t ee to make effec­

the purpose of t his Memorialo 

Respectfully submitted , 

Prin . Chief . 

h a-86--Pleasant Porter ' s wa•t~aed) Union Agency~Muskogee,Okl a oma .--
letters. 
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BY TFIE NATI ONAL COUNCIL OF THE IIDSKOGEE NATION : 

the Delegates to be - elected from t he Muskogee Nati on t o t he 

titutional Conven tion of t he Five Civ ilized Tribes , shall 

nominated by t he Principal Chief and confirmed by the Nat i onal 

oancil-atter --amended 20 de legates 

Le :UcNevins 
Clk. 

.l.P.MoKellop 

Adopt ed De c . 3 , 1903 

Charles Coachman 

Pr es . H. of Kings , Pro- tem 

Conc ur red in Dec . 4 ,1903 

Amos Mcintosh . 

Sp . H. of o 

Approved Dec . 4th , l 903 

P . Porter , . 

Principal Chief . 

al l e t ters .--o--1 aaant Porters gener 



.on. National Council 

a.ntlemen:-

Okmulgee I . T. 

ec . 2 , 1903 

We your Judiciary Comm.i ttee , to whom was referred a special 

m asage of the Prin . ~hief recommending the election of twenty 

4 legates to the International Constitutional Convention would 

r oomme.nd the adoption of t he accompanying Resolution . 

Mrs. McKellop 
Cl erk . 

Re spy . 

T.F. Adams , 

Chairman . 

Muskogee. Oklahoma.--Ple as ant Porters 
~~~vrsed) Union Agency, , 
_..-.al letters.--o--
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December 10,1903. 

I! RBSOLVED BY THE NATIONAL COUNCIL OF THE MUSKOGEE NATION: 

hat the two Houses of the Council shall vote on the Chief ' s 

noainations tor Delegates to the Constitutional Convention at .. 
lOsOO A.M. on tomorrow, Dec . 11,1903, and the Prin . Chief is 

hereby respectfully requested to make his nominations of said 

Delegat-es before the time herein above fixed for confirmation by 

'he Counc 11. 

Sill Grayson 
Clerk 

Mildred Childers. 
Clerk 

Adopted Dec . 10 , 1903. 
his 

.Tames x Smith 
mark 

Pres . House of Kings . 

it nesses : A.P .McKellop 
Theo . G. Stidham 

Concurred in De c.lO,l903 . 

Alexander Davis 
Sp . House of Varriors . 

Approved Dec . 10 , 1903 ~ 

P.Porter , 
Prin . Chief. 

e ) Union Agency,Muskogee,oklahoma.--a-62--P1e asant Porter 's 
: ...... JraJ. 1 tters. 



To the Honorable 

House ot Kings 
and 

House of Varriors. 

Gentlemen: 

Okmulgee , Ind . Ter ~, 

De cember 11 ,1903 . 

81 
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In accordance wi th the resolution of t he National Council 

ot the Muskogee Nati on , authorizing the Principal Chief t o 

nominate twenty delegates to represent the Creek Nation at the 

Constitutional Convent i on of the Five Civilized Tri bes , I here­

With nominate for your confirmation the following named gentlemen : 

James Smith, / 

John R. Goat{" 

George Cosah, / 
. I 

Lawyer Deere, 

Lens McGilbra( 

Cub Mcintosh, / 

R. F . Bruner , 

Si ah Gray ,/ 
/ T. J. Adams , 

G. w. Grayson , / 

Lewi s Deere 

Bunney Mcintosh , 

J'. H. Lewi. s, / W. A. Ren tie , / 

~ 

James Deere , 

Amos Mcintosh , 
/ / 

E. B. Childers , 

Joe Smith, 
/ 

Alex Davis , 
/ 

Charles Coachman , 

Very respectfully yours , 

Confirmed, December 11, 1903~ 

P. Porter 
Principal Chief . 

his 

mark 
Pr esi dent House of Ki ngs . 

itness : A. P . McKellop 
Theo.G. Stidham 

Clerk. 
-· ift r·ve to t wenty-three . o~ irmed by vote of f Y- ~ Alexander Davis 

Speaker house of larri ors . 

- .. - r d Childers 
Clerk. 

oraed) Union Agency,Muskogee,Oklahoma.--a- 61--P. Porters gen.ltr s. 
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J 
wetumka I . T., Jan 25th 1901 

Porter, 

Prin Chief M. N. 

Washington City, D. c. 
Friend 

Your telegram just to hand &. ans ered &. I write this 

let you know the condision o·r affairs as far as I kno • So far 

ewoka District is concearn every thing is quiet . Only the 

citizen leasers. It look like that they ill cut all the timber 

t or the Public doman if they are not stop soon . They take 

es & then go out on the Public doman &. cut all there timber 

tor b ilding & fenc ing & hall it from 1 to 3 miles &. I think that 

ought to be some thing don to s ~ op it . little about Chitto 

Slnch his return from fushington they have had 2 councils 

the first council t hey n ever don any thing on the account of nm 

ing a quorum but the 2nd council was well repesented & the 

ligation made there report & stated to the council that they had 

com:plished eavry t hing that they went for &. that we ere now 

our laws . I heard that they pass several laws but 

just what t he y are only one &. that is that no citizen 

or rent land to a noncitizen & in violation of the law, 

Penalty will be ( 25) lashes & '50 . 00 fine . I here that they 

thi law Posted up in varous Places I have tryed to get a 

ot it but haven yet. I see in the St . Louis Republic tha t 

are having some trouble near Eufaula I have not heard eany 

ot it till I seen it i n the Paper s & I think that some of it 

txwwx for ther e is whare the majority lives is around 
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they Seames to be very ho_ld in all there ac:tions . 

that they whip two during there lass council one for 

t he other for resisting an officer . Will write you again 

Your Truly 

(signed) (G. A. Alexander 

ot letter att a ched to U. s . Ind . Inspector ' s file No . 1708 

ttloe ot Superintendent of Five Civilized Tribes , Muskogee , Okla . 
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v etumka I 'r , . . , 
Jan 29th 1901 

Porter, 

Prin Chief M. N. 

Muskogee, I . T. 

l'e the citizen of ' iewoka District met at Grove Creek 

ch house to consider what step to take in trying to stop the 

hole sale or outing timber by non- citizens off the Publi~ Doman , 

haYe desied to petission to you to try & get the officials to 

en4 an officer out here & have the outing of timber stopt & to 

oontri cate all timber that he may find i n the passion of non­

i~tzena when it was cut orr of the publick doman Also stone that 

1 taken otr or land where Person has filed on, also Stone off the 

PU lie doman 

(signed ) 

Your respectfully 

D. A. Barnett 
Goliah Jones 
J os eph Buck 
-;lillie Fox 
F Luca s, 
Toblar x Lowe 
Caley x Bird 
Columbus x Hi ckey 
Carley x Yarholer 
Tubus x Har j o 
Robison x Deer 
G. A. Alexander 

letter attached to U. s . Ind . Ins~ector's file 0 • l?OB 
e ot Superintendent of Five Civil1zed Tribes , Musko@Be , Okla . 
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DEP RTl. ~"':t\lT OF THE INTERIOR 
u. ~ . Indian Inspec tion Se~vice , 

Muscogee t INd . Ter . , February 11 , 1901 

Geo. Wright, 
U. s . Ind i an Ins ector - , 

Muskogee , I . T . 

I have t he honor to transmit herewith letter from various 

eltiaena of Wewoka district , addressed to Honorable P . Porter , 

o laining of timber cutting , and referred by Honorable P. Porter , 

Principal Chief, t o your office; also letter addressed to Honorable 

P• Porter from G. A. alexander, and referred to the Honorable Com-

sioner of Indi an Affairs by the ~reek delegates at 7ashington, 

coaoernine the s eme matter , and to report as follows: 

The timbe r cutting in question is the same brought to your 

ttention in December by d r · Alexander , at which time you supplied 

• Alexander, thr ough me , with a letter setting forth t~e legal 

manner in which timber could be out . 

From Mr · Alexander ' s statement to me, and as con t ained in the 

two communications to Honorable P. Porter , it would ~:ppear that the 

t ber cutting complained of consists of cases where non-citizen 

1 era are cutting renee rails , boards , {that is to say shingles ), 

loga, intended to be used in constructing improvement s on lands 

oontained within the limits of the Creek Nation; and while I am 

tl tied that such timber cut ting is being done without authority 

thia vicinity, I have taken the posi t ion with Mr · lexander 

it he desired that p rosecuti on be had i n any particular case , 

ul4 supply this office with the names of the parties cutting 

r, and the witnesses necessary to secur e a convic t i on. This 
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Kr· Alexander agreed to do, but he has as yet failed to pick out any 

case and supply the names of the parties as outlined above , 

tating to me under date of January 1? , that he thought it would be 

aore advisable for an offi cer to proceed to that vicinity and offering 

to assist him in looking up t he matter and securing evidence, etc., 

and it has been my intention to take the matter up personally with 

hia at such time as other matter s call me to etumka , as I did not 

reel justified in devoting three or four days exclusively to this 

matter 1 and thereby neglect ing matters which to me seemed to be of 

greater importance to the Creek people . 

I have again advi s ed r . Alexander that I will furnish him 

all as sistance possible in s ecuri ng prosecution and making an example 

iD 8D7 case in which he will supply the names of the parties cutting 

ttaber, and witnesses to secure a conviction; and I would respectfUlly 

retueat that if you desi re mor e prompt act i on taken in the premises, 

that I receive further instruct i ons . 

Very respectfully , 

(signed } Guy p . Cobb 

avenue Inspector . 

Copy ot letter at t ached to U. S. Ind . Inspector ' s file No . 1?08 
1a office or Supt . of Five Civil i zed Tribes , uskogee , Okla. 
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