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Winter proves to he Season for
Grand Re-Openings

On November 15, 1997, in Claremore the six-story Hotel Will
Rogers reopened as a 38 apartment senior citizen complex. This was
the culmination of an impressive rehabilitation effort by the Rogers
County Historical Society, MetroPlains, Inc., and the Wa-Ro-Ma
community action agency.

The Rogers County Historical Society purchased the vacant historic
hotel in 1994 and through aggressive fundraising and partnership with
other organizations saved one of northeast Oklahoma's most
significant landmarks.

This month, the Aldridge Hotel in downtown McAlester reopens its
doors following another cooperative rehabilitation effort between local
investors Aldridge Accommodated Living Limited Partnership,
MetroPlains, Inc., and the KiBois Community Action Agency. The
Aldridge Hotel was built in 1927 and listed in the National Register of
Historic Places in 1995. The building now serves as low incormie
housing for the elderly.

Nominations requested for
1998-99 Most Endangered List

Preservation Oklahoma, Inc., is accepting nominations for this year's list
of Oklahoma's Most Endangered Historic Properties. The program is a joint
project with the Oklahoma Historical Society's State Historic Preservation
Office. Nominations will be accepted through February 15 and the selection
committee will consider them during the first part of March. The new list
will be announced on May 8 at Preservation Oklahoma's annual meeting and
luncheon during the Statewide Preservation Conference.

If you know of a property listed in or eligible for the National Register of
Historic Places that is endangered due to impending demolition, vandalism,
or continued neglect, fill out the enclosed nomination form and return it to
Preservation Oklahoma. Only significant properties will be considered. The
nomination form may be photocopied. All entries must be accompanied by a
good quality, non-Polaroid color picture or slide.

Preservation Oklahoma News is a joint project of Preservation Oklahoma, Inc., a 501(c)(3) private nonprofit statewide preservation organiza-
tion, and the State Historic Preservation Office, a division of the Oklahoma Historical Society, which is a state agency.
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Preservation Oklahoma News

by Melvena Heisch, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Eleven cities are current participants in Oklahoma’s
Certified Local Governments (CLG) program. They are:
Anadarko, Chickasha, Cordell, Enid, Grandfield, Guthrie,
Oklahoma City, Okmulgee, Ponca City, Tahlequah, and
Tulsa. The State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO)
administers the program and provides federal matching
grants to each CLG from its share of the U. S. Department
of the Interior’s Historic Preservation Fund. Each CLG
sets its own priorities and undertakes projects and
activities designed to strengthen its local preservation
program.

Since the program began in 1984, Oklahoma’s CLGs
have carried out architectural/historic and archaeological
surveys, prepared National Register nominations,
developed local preservation plans, designated local
districts and landmarks, produced district design
guidelines, and initiated numerous educational programs.
Just as every city has a unique heritage, each city must
identify its own preservation needs and determine its own
priorities for meeting them. The special funds for CLGs.
provide an infusion of cash to help supplement local
resources.

A few examples of the products of the CLG program
include:

Anadarko’s central business district is listed on the
National Register of Historic Places and has been
designated under the city’s local preservation zoning
ordinance. To help property owners better understand the
zoning requirements and to aid them in obtaining the
required "certificate of appropriateness" for construction
work, the city is using an FY1997 CLG grant to develop
design guidelines for the district.

Chickasha joined the CLG program in 1995. With their
first CLG grant, they retained a consultant to complete an
archltecmral/lustorlc survey of the downtown area. The
survey data will help the city determine if a National
Register district exists and aid them in decisions about the
local designation process under the zoning ordinance.

Cordell, also a participant in the Oklahoma Main Street
Small Towns Program, is the site of many exemplary
preservation partnership activities. Publication of a
walking tour brochure has been a useful tool in protecting
and developing the Courthouse Square Historic District.
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Enid was one of Oklahoma’s first CLGs and has
concentrated much of its grant-assisted work in the city’s
residential areas. Architectural/historic survey projects
have resulted in the documentation of hundreds of
residential buildings, and the Enid CLG has produced
design guidelines for the two locally designated districts.

Grandfield, Oklahoma’s smallest CLG, has
concentrated efforts in educating the public about its
heritage and in providing an extensive reference collection
of preservation material at the local library. With their
FY1997 CLG grant, they will prepare a National Register
nomination for their downtown commercial district.

Guthrie, another of the first CLGs in Oklahoma, is
undertaking a special project this year. CLG funds will be
used to prepare a National Historic Landmark nomination
for the city’s central business district. This outstanding
collection of turn-of-the-century commercial buildings is
considered to have national significance under the
architectural history theme.

Oklahoma City has used the CLG funds in many ways.
Their development of National Register nominations for
historic residential districts is just one of many noteworthy
efforts. Recently, the Edwards Historic District, the
Jefferson Park Historic District, and the Crown Heights
Historic District were listed in the National Register.

Okmulgee, another Main Street city, has focused on its
commercial district through architectural/historic survey
projects, a successful National Register nomination, and
designation under the local ordinance. To help strengthen
the local preservation effort, CLG funds were used to
retain the special consulting services of the National Trust
for Historic Preservation. The program included
community discussion and planning sessions and review
and advice about administration of the local preservation
zoning ordinance.

Ponca City has utilized their CLG grant money in
public education efforts. A driving tour, complete with a
detailed tour guide and an audio tape, was produced. The
project has been quite popular with both visitors and local
citizens.

Tahlequah became a CLG in 1995. The city is just
completing a reconnaissance level architectural/historic

-continued on next page-
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- continued from previous page -
survey of the central portion of the city and will use the
information from this to develop a special tour guide.

Tulsa is just completing an update of the city’s
comprehensive historic preservation plan. The first
edition of the plan was released during the 1992 statewide
preservation conference held there. The document is
extremely useful to the preservation community as well
as other groups. In addition to clear statements of
preservation goals and policies, the plan offers quick
reference to the city’s history, its historic districts, and its
landmarks, as well as sources of information on a variety
of related topics.

In addition to eligibility for matching grants,
participation in the CLG program provides the local
government a formal role in the National Register
nomination process and the opporfunity to assume certain
SHPO responsibilities. As of November, 1996, 1,063
local governments across the nation have been certified
and enjoy these benefits. For details about the CLG
program, contact Melvena Heisch, State Historic

A condemnation hearing in mid-December led to a
unanimous vote by the Agra city council to delay action for
six months on demolition of the Bank of Agra building.
Built in 1904, the two-story stone structure was listed in the
National Register of Historic Places in 1990.

Friends of the Agra Bank Building, a group formed two
weeks earlier to save the threatened building, had already
raised $260 to begin stabilization, which will require
erecting a fence to protect the building and the public,
removal of debris from a collapsed roof, boarding up of
windows, and bracing of the walls. Tom Myers, state
tourism economic development specialist, visited Agra prior
to the hearing and encouraged the group in its effort.

Building owner, Matt McGuire of J&M Investments,
purchased the building in December with plans to deed the
building to the City of Agra or the Friends group for
community use. The bank building was the subject of an
optimistic feasibility study in 1990 funded by McGuire and
the National Trust’s Preservation Services Fund.

The Friends of the Agra Bank Building group is selling
memberships for $10.00 and has started stabilizing the
building. For more information on the new group, contact
publicity chair Erresia Jackson at (918) 375-2385.

National Trust announces New Grant Pregram

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is now
accepting applications for grants from the Cynthia Woods
Mitchell Fund for Historic Interiors. The purpose of the
new fund is to assist in the preservation, restoration, and
interpretation of historic interiors. Nonprofit organiza-
tions, government agencies, for-profit businesses, and
individuals are eligible for grants, which are expected to
range from $5,000 to $25,000. Eligible activities and
projects include obtaining serves of consultants,
sponsoring workshops/conferences, and producing print/
video communications. For further information and grant
applications, please contact Bob Blais at (202) 588-6197.

The deadline for 1998 applications is Feburary 1.

Noed a Speaker for
Your Next Meeting?

Preservation Oklahoma, Inc., can solve your guest
speaker woes. Set up a presentation for your local
preservation group or civic organization’s next meeting.
Preservation Oklahoma’s staff can tailor the talk to fit
your program's time constraints and to address the issues
of most concern to your group; it can be as general as an
overview of the historic preservation network in
Oklahoma, or discussion of a specific topic like the
National Register or Oklahoma's Most Endangered
Historic Properties List. Call (405) 232-5747 for more
information.

Tribal Grants Application Deadline Near

The National Park Service is accepting applications
for the Fiscal year 1998 Historic Preservation Fund
Grants to Indian Tribes. Grants will be from $5,000 to
$50,000 to be used for: Locating and Identifying Cultural
Resources, Preservation Planning, Oral History and
Documenting Cultural Traditions, or Education and
Training for Building a Historic Preservation Program.

Grantees will be chosen based upon a number of
factors, including how critical the project is to addressing
the tribe’s cultural resources, achievability of goals,
qualifications of personnel, justifiability of budget, clear
tribal commitment, and lasting impact. The deadline for
application submission is January 30, 1998. For a copy
of the Grant Program Guidelines and Application Form,
call Preservation Oklahoma at (405) 232-5747.

333-7764.

The La Quinta Preservation Foundation in Bartlesville hopes to raise $30,000 by April to begin a $100,000 restoration of the
exterior stucco on the former home of oilman H. V. Foster. Interested parties should contact Bonnie Mills, Secretary, at (918)
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Changes in the National Park Service Administrative Procedure
for Investment Tax Credits for Rehabilitation

by Eva Osborne, AlA, State Historic Preservation Architect

In 1995, major changes in the organization of the
National Park Service (NPS) began in order to address a
reduction in the agency staff. Procedural changes have
started to stabilize recently, so we expect efficient reviews
as well as nationwide consistency in opinions concerning
design issues.

Prior to 1995, the NPS operated out of regional offices
based on the idea of "decentralized" government
assistance. (Some readers may remember Chris Jones,
Sayre Hutchison, and Tom Keohan from the Rocky
Mountain Regional Office who visited several of our
projects personally and came to Oklahoma City to assist
with the Murrah Building Bombing Damage Assessment
Teams.) A decision was made on the national level early in
1995 to "centralize" NPS activities. Plans called for
centralization of the Tax Act Program in Washington, D.C.
Since the Oklahoma State Historic Preservation Office
(SHPO) had a good working relationship with the Rocky
Mountain Regional Office, we anticipate continued good
service from the Washington, D.C. office. During the
transition period, projects that initially had been reviewed
in Denver stayed at that office until completion of the Part
II process. All projects with completed Part II'’s and all
new projects were sent to Washington, D.C., so there was a
natural termination of the Denver office’s duties.

The core staff in Washington, D.C. consists of
preservation professionals who, for the most part, have
been with the program since its inception in 1976. Also,
each of these professionals brings to the team an
exceptional expertise in a particular area of preservation
practice. For example, Anne Grimmer, the masonry
consultant, has an impressive portfolio of projects that
required repair or cleaning of various types of masonry
structures. She has written and lectured on this subject
extensively and is familiar with current products and
practices as well as experimental applications.

The most significant change for the Oklahoma SHPO
was that Steve Kline, AIA, was assigned the duty of
reviewing all Oklahoma projects. Kline has a long time
relationship with this office, so we enjoyed a comfortable

exchange of queries, information, and advice. We were
fortunate to have Steve in this position during the
transition period. Recently, he accepted a new position as
Historic Preservation Architect for the regional office of
the General Services Administration in Fort Worth. We
look forward to working with his replacement, Jason
Fenwick.

In February, 1997, we had our first opportunity to visit
with the NPS staff in person when they sponsored the
Window Conference and Exposition of Historic Buildings
in Washington, D.C. This was a major conference with
three days of lectures concerning all aspects of window
repair and replacement. Window manufacturers,
consultants, and technicians exhibited their products and
shared information on an individual basis. The history of
window and glass manufacturing was explained and
demonstrated. The conference set a new standard for this
type of exchange of information with participants from all
over the nation and proved an impressive example of how
the new, centralized NPS office will coordinate future
educational opportunities.

In June, SHPO directors and staff members from every
state were invited to return to Washington, D.C. for
another three day conference which addressed changes in
administrative procedures as well as NPS recommended
approaches to several common rehabilitation issues. We
received new regulation manuals and discussed the tax
application process from start to final certification. NPS
stressed that the goal of those coordinating the transition
process is to minimize additional steps, eliminate any
unnecessary steps, and identify and address any
differences that previously may have existed between the
various regional offices concerning approved rehabilitation
practices. Other major goals of the NPS are streamlining
the Tax Act review process and improving consistency in
decisions issued.

For more information on Investment Tax Credits for
Rehabilitation of Historic Buildings, contact Eva Osborne
at (405) 522-4479.















