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Teamwork Makes the Dream Work

2025 has been a very busy year at the Fort Towson Historic Site. Between site events,
outreach, trainings, and helping other sites, there were many times when David and I
didn't see one another for an entire week. We often joked that we've been playing a
game of tag, with one of us arriving late at night and the other taking off for parts
unknown the next morning.

Thankfully, our maintenance staff is willing and very capable of filling in the gaps.
Keith, Kasen, and Lanny worked the museum, kept the truck running, and made sure
the site looked great for our guests.
I can’t begin to express my appreciation to this small staff for consistently
overperforming. Each staff member is truly passionate about sharing our rich history
with guests every day, and it shows.

Thanks are also owed to the wonderful guests who make our jobs so meaningful!

Calista Stephens

History Camp

This year’s History Camp reminded our staff of the
enthusiasm for history of our local youth. They
threw themselves into learning and met every
challenge they were given. Because of their
curiosity and engagement, we were able to add to
y several programs and provide a more in-depth
look at history.

History Camp is made possible thanks to a grant
from the Carolyn Watson Rural Oklahoma

History Campers showing off their traditional Communlty Foundation.
corn husk dolls following a presentation by
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Historical Carolyn Watson

Interpreter Dawn Standridge
Community Foundation
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Education Day

Thanks to the community partners, volunteers, and
OHS staff who made the 2025 Education Day a great
event!

We have heard wonderfully positive feedback on the
opportunities for sensory exploration and engagement
this year. A special group of Gifted and Talented
students from Rattan School kept their peers especially
engaged with historic games.

OHS Regional Director David
Fowler teaches Kindergarteners
from Moyers, Oklahoma, about
the useful products that come

from bears.

Historical Interpreter Training

The Fort Towson Historic Site teamed up with the
Arkansas Living History Association for a Historical
Interpreter training. During the apprentice-level
program, students learned about the foundations of
interpretation. The class is the first of three levels of
interpreter certification offered by the ALHA.

The ALHA welcomes members
from surrounding states
including Oklahoma, Texas, and
Louisiana. For more information
about the ALHA, interpreter
training, or the February 2026
conference, visit
arkansaslivinghistory.com.

Fiber Arts Group

February’s knitting classes
have evolved into twice-
monthly meetings at the
Fort Towson Historic Site.
All forms of fiber arts are
welcome including knitting,
crochet, tatting, quilting,
embroidery, and more.

This is a member-led group
with an emphasis on
sharing ideas and
knowledge. All skill levels
are welcome, and there is
no cost to attend.

To learn more about joining
future meetings, give us a
call at 580-873-2634 or
email
fttowson@history.ok.gov.
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Reggie Smith prepares the

lattice top on his peach pie

during the first Dutch Oven
Gathering at the Fort
Towson Historic Site

Dutch Oven Gatherings

The first Dutch Oven Gathering
(DOG) was held on May 31 at the Fort
Towson Historic Site. Scouts and
adult chefs prepared and cooked
dishes which were sampled at noon
by hungry onlookers.

The cooks decided to have a quarterly
DOG at the site with the next one on
Saturday, August 23. This is intended
to be a time of sharing among
experienced cooks, beginners, and
guests. Cooks are encouraged to
register to receive updates by calling
580-873-2634 or emailing
fttowson@history.ok.gov.

Night Programs at the Fort

Night programs in June and July allowed
guests to beat the heat while enjoying the
Fort Towson Historic Site (FTHS).

During a night tour, guests walked the
grounds and learned about the history of
the fort from OHS Board Member Kenny
Sivard and FTHS Historian David C. Reed.

The night artillery firing allowed guests to
experience the drama of a rare night firing.
These firings require extreme attention to
communication and teamwork to ensure
the safety of the crew. We are thankful to
volunteers Bryan Stubbs and Randy Berna as
well as OHS Museums and Sites Director
Chantry Banks for diligently drilling so we
may present safe and educational artillery
programes.

Historic Music

Historic musicians Wayne and Brenda Cantwell saved the
day when the March Dutch Oven Gathering had to be
postponed due to severe threat of fire. Guests spent the day
listening to music, enjoying lemonade and cookies, and
visiting with friends. Thanks Wayne and Brenda!
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Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma Partnership

Fort Towson’s story would be incomplete without
mention of the Choctaw people, the vital role they
play in the community, and our shared history.
Our staff is honored to have mentors from the
Choctaw community who freely impart knowledge
and cultural wisdom. In turn, the site has hosted a
number of tours from the Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma. We greatly appreciate the atmosphere
of collaborative learning which allows us to tell
our mutual history accurately and respectfully.

Melissa Dempsey visited Fort
Towson with a team from the
Choctaw Nation of
Oklahoma. During their tour,
Melissa viewed part of her
great grandmother Annie
Haynie’s collection.

Spring Fling

The Fort Towson Historic Site
hosted a Spring Fling event on
April 26. The event featured a
map making activity led by
Scout Pack 6332, lecture on
Thomas Nuttall by Jona Tucker
and Dr. Steven Patterson, and
a nature walk led by
wildcrafter Kara Richardson.

Tristan Chapman wearing a
hat fashioned from Catalpa
leaves.

The 24th Missouri Volunteer Infantry provided
living history education during the weekend with
camp life impressions and a special program
about 19th century military discipline.

Elderberry Tonic Workshop

Local wildcrafter and nature
enthusiast Kara Richardson led
a workshop on  making
elderberry tonic in April. Kara
shared information about the
health benefits of the tonic
ingredients and other wild
plants before a plant id walk on
the grounds.

Kara is a regular presenter at
the Fort Towson Historic Site,
leading nature walks and
presenting during Education
Day, Christmas at the Fort, and
History Camp.

Elderberry is a native, deciduous shrub or small
tree known for the health benefits of the flowers
and fruit.

Flowers may be steeped in hot water to make a
soothing tea or infused in water with sugar and
lemon to make a cordial.

Berries have long been used in cold and flu
remedies, but care should be taken to cook berries
and process correctly to remove toxins.
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Chuck Wagon Gathering

| The National Cowboy & Western Heritage Museum in
Oklahoma City held their annual Chuck Wagon Gathering in
June and Calista Stephens was thrilled to work on the Little

Dutch oven pies and bread pudding. Calista insists that, yes, a
| beautiful lattice really does make a pie taste better!

Ag Day at the Capitol

David Fowler (aka Farmer Dave, pictured right), Sue Teska, [
and Calista Stephens brought a little 19th century charm to |g

products and organizations. The OHS staffers discussed [
historic agriculture and their work to keep skills and
knowledge alive.

Rendezvous at Fort Washita Historic Site

The annual Rendezvous at Fort Washita is a favorite event for
Fort Towson Historic Site staffers. Not only do they get to
. | educate guests about history and historic skills, but they
| support Jim Argo and the team at Fort Washita. The two forts
often work together to plan and implement programs and
several volunteers such as Colleen Reyes (pictured left) help at
| both sites.

The next Rendezvous will be April 1-5, 2026. For more info,
call 580-924-6502 or email jimmy.argo@chickasaw.net.
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Forestry Camp

Keith Couch, FTHS Head of
Maintenance, used his
woodturning skills and love
for working with youth to
teach woodturning during
the  Oklahoma  Forestry
Services Forestry Camp in
4 Beavers Bend State Park. The
" workshop is led by the
.| Southeast Oklahoma
* _ Woodturners. For more
# information about camp, go
to ag.ok.gov/outreach-and-
education.

Keith Couch with camper Isaac
showing off his masterpiece

Red River Symposium

The Red River Heritage Symposium was held in
July at Historic Washington State Park in
Washington, Arkansas. David C. Reed joined a
distinguished list of presenters on the topic of the
Trail of Tears in the Red River Region. The annual
symposium is open to the public and provides an
opportunity for teachers to earn continuing
education credit hours.

To learn more about the symposium or Historic
Washington, call 870-983-2684 or visit their
website at HistoricWashingtonStatePark.com.

Camp Discover

David C. Reed traveled to the
Forest Heritage Center in
Beavers Bend State Park to
teach young naturalists about
Southeast Oklahoma’s rich
history. Camp Discover: Art of
the Forest is an annual camp
for kids ages 9-11.

We enjoy a strong partnership
with the Forest Heritage
Center with numerous
reciprocal engagements
throughout the year.

To learn more about the
Forest Heritage Center and its
programs, call 580-494-6497
or go to okfhc.org.



PAGE 7

Fort Towson Historic Site

Outreach

S

Southeastern Oklahoma
State University

David C. Reed Returns to Alma Mater
to Present the History of Fort Towson

In March, David C. presented the history of the Fort Towson
Historic Site to Dr. Bradley Folsom’s Oklahoma history class at
Southeastern Oklahoma State University. David’s presentation
briefly covered the history of southeastern Oklahoma, including
the early years when Fort Towson was Cantonment Towson

and some of the incidents that happened such as New York agents attempting to arrest
Post Sutler William King for possible murder and the deaths of Corporal Thomas Gloyd
and Musician James Glenn. Other topics covered included Choctaw removal from east
of the Mississippi River, Doaksville, construction of the post, various people who were
at the fort, and what the site offers visitors to see and do today.

Grace Academy

Calista Stephens traveled
to Idabel to talk to the
kids at Grace Academy
about 19th century food
preservation. Common
preservation methods
included drying, canning,
salting, and fermenting.
Some delicious foods
such as apple butter were
developed as a way to
extend the harvest.

OSU Society of
American Foresters

OHS Regional Director
David Fowler joined
Calista Stephens at the
OSU Society of American
Foresters meeting in
April. The club learned
about the connections
between history and
natural resources, and
about some of the
historic uses of trees.

Poteau Homeschool 4-H

Honey Springs Battlefield
Director Molly Hutchins
joined Calista Stephens to
talk about life during the
Civil War at the Poteau
Homeschool 4-H meeting
in April. The group got to
touch reproduction items
that military men used
and heard a mother’s
perspective of life during
the war.
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As the Historical Interpreter, David C. Reed is often the
- 4 “face” of the Fort Towson Historic Site as he shares the
! site’s story across the state and even into Texas. David’s
¢ passion for history and eagerness to share help him
- connect with guests at the site and in the field.

David engages a young visitor
with tactile examples of
historical military gear.

Southeast Oklahoma
museums are featured at
the Choctaw Cultural
Center during “Museums

Day” (above).

Pictured below are Doug
Hooten, David C. Reed,
and Chantry Banks.

David discusses life on
frontier forts during Fort
Gibson’s Education Day
(below).

The artillery crew

delighted crowds at
the Pawnee Bill

Ranch (above) and

at the Honey -

Springs Battlefield E
Memorial (left).

The crew drills
#=4 diligently to ensure
safety and is
constantly striving
to improve
historical accuracy.
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ALHFAM Conference in Little Rock, AR

The annual Association for Living History, Farm and Agricultural
Museums (ALHFAM) conference is a chance for David and Calista to
learn about bringing history to life from some of the foremost
experts in the field. Sessions include historical fiber arts
techniques, accessibility and making sure each and every guest has
a positive experience, artillery, historic agriculture, field trips, and
more. During a trip to the historic Arlington Hotel, conference
goers dressed in their best Roaring 20s clothes and danced the

Charleston.

Alaina Spencer, Historical
Interpreter at Hunter’s
Home, dances during ‘20s
night at ALHFAM

ALHA Conference in Tahlequah, OK Volunteer Visit to Fort Washita

During the Arkansas Living History | Volunteers joined Calista Stephens in a field
Association (ALHA) conference, David | trip to Fort Washita in March. The group
and Calista presented a program about | learned about the fort and its history as
digital engagement at living history | well as the connection to Fort Towson and
sites. The program highlighted Towson | the Chickasaw people. Thanks to Jim Argo,
Tales and the method of using this | Becky Floyd, and Bryan Stubbs for being
light-hearted approach to hard core | such gracious hosts.

history.

Steve Dunlap safely
displays a historic
firearm during a
presentation about the
history of duck hunting
in Arkansas at the
2025 ALHA
conference.

Bryan Stubbs, Staci Pruitt, Mardi Pitt, Kara Richardson, Colleen
Reyes, Calista Stephens, and Jim Argo at Fort Washita
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Spring Fence Project at Fort Towson

i * The south fence at the Fort Towson Historic Site was
> “W % replaced in the spring thanks to the hard work of the
- | maintenance staff. Team leader Keith Couch has a
A philosophy about any project at the site:

“One of these days, someone is going to look back
and judge the work that we did. We want them to
say, ‘Man, those guys did a great job.”

Historic Marker Cleaning

Oklahoma State Representative Justin
(JJ)) Humphrey, State Historian Dr.
Matthew Pearce, and Emily Howser
from the Pushmataha  County
Historical Society joined David and
Calista to clean the Antlers tornado
historic marker. The work was done as
part of an initiative from the William
G. Pomeroy Foundation. National
Historic Marker Day is on the last
Friday in April every year. To learn
more visit wgpfoundation.org, or call
the Fort Towson Historic site to join
the effort in 2026.

Fort Towson’s
Weather Records
Featured in
Mistletoe Leaves

- Mistleto€ \ 62}\'&“

Did you know Fort
Towson has the
oldest weather
records in the state?

The frontier fort’s weather records, kept by
the post surgeon, date back to 1824. There
are gaps in the records, but they are a
significant data source for scientists
studying weather patterns. Oklahoma State
University  dendrochronologist  Doug
Stevenson, who provided the records to the
site, was using information obtained from
tree rings to fill in gaps in the data prior to
his retirement in 2024.

To receive the quarterly Mistletoe Leaves
publication and other benefits, become a
member of the Oklahoma Historical
Society. For more information go to
okhistory.org /join.
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Dutch Oven Gathering August 23 9 a.m.-noon
The second quarterly, community-led gathering for Dutch oven cooks and those who
wish to learn about the art of Dutch oven cooking. Cooks should register to receive
updates for this free event.

Nuttall Book Study September 11 6-7 p.m.
This in-depth study of Nuttall’s Journal of Travels into Arkansas Territory will be led
by Jona Tucker. Registration is required.

Hominy Workshop September 13 10 am.-1 p.m.
During this come-and-go event, guests will watch as hominy is made with the
traditional Cherokee method by OHS Regional Director David Fowler.

Cinnamon Roll Social September 27 10 a.m.-noon
Enjoy a fresh, hot cinnamon roll and a history lesson at the Fort Towson Historic Site.
Guests will be invited to tour the museum, explore the grounds, and fellowship with
other community members.

Doaksville Candlelight Tour October 10-11 7:00-9:30 p.m.
Learn about the last surrender of the American Civil War during the annual Doaksville
Candlelight Tour at the Doaksville Archaeological Site. Cost S10 per person, with
guests ages six and under admitted for free. Advance tickets available.

Christmas At The Fort December 13 1-3 p.m.
Experience living history interpretations of Christmas traditions that continue to be
practiced today and others that are long forgotten.

Education Day March 5, 2026 9 am.-3 p.m.
Learn about life in the 1840s during the annual Education Day at the Fort Towson
Historic Site. Presenters from around the state will gather to bring history to life with
tactile demonstrations. Registration is required and groups are welcome for this free
event.

Programs and events are subject to change. For updates, follow us on Facebook and
Instagram. Our Calendar of Events and more information about the Fort Towson
Historic Site are available at okhistory.org /fttowson.

22z Oklahoma Historical Society

NS
///l\\\ Fort Towson Historic Site




	Slide 1
	Slide 2
	Slide 3
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11

